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Our Mother of Perpetual Help School Rallies Donors to
Contribute in Excess of $145,000 through Extraordinary Give

By Jen Reed
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days a week for
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the 2021-22 school
ever happened to
year,” Francis
my children’ and
shared. “Without
‘We are 100%
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behind supporting
financial support
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of the OMPH
we knew the
community, these
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Ann DiNovis, middle school math and science teacher, Give could be the
important advances
and Father Jim Szobonya, C.Ss.R., associate pastor, biggest one day
in our growth could
cheer as the number of donations increase. of fundraising in
not occur.”
our 63 years,” she
A Grassroots
said.
Campaign
The school used social media posts with
The dividends are the result of months of
videos of students, faculty, staff, alumni and
planning and promoting on the school’s part.
parents promoting the school and why they
The idea to participate in Lancaster County’s
“give extra” to it. Direct mailers were sent to
grassroots fundraiser was initiated by the
school’s Advancement Director, Teresa Hartman, past supporters, and the parish community was
reminded of the online giving event via signs on
and was a big change from the school’s usual
in-person fall fundraiser with auctions, raffles and Our Mother of Perpetual Help’s campus.
The school’s initial goal was $90,000, spurred
food.
on
by a group of benefactor who offered
Plans for the school’s participation in the online
matching donations once the target was reached.
day of giving began in the summer.
It was quickly surpassed, as OMPH met its goal
“Before we could promote the Extra Give at
OMPH School and ask our community to support by lunchtime, with 12 hours’ worth of donations
us, we had to really nail down who OMPH School still to come.
“We were so excited to participate in the
is and where is OMPH School going,” Francis
Lancaster County Community Foundation’s Extra
explained.
Give program supporting OMPH School. It was
“We started a complete rebranding process,
including a new logo and new tagline, to focus on
OMPH School being in the forefront of Catholic
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my Catholic education played a pivotal role in
OMPH SCHOOL
helping me to become the adult I am today. That
continued from 2
is why I send my children to Catholic school and
so much fun watching the updates throughout the was more than happy to contribute through the
day,” said Debbie and Dave Lombardi, parents of Extraordinary Give.”
an OMPH student.
Parent Maggie Hunt is the mother of two
“This is our daughter’s second year at OMPH
OMPH students. She said when they moved
School. She loves going to school! OMPH
to the Ephrata area, she was searching for a
creates a warm and welcoming environment for
Catholic school that could give her children the
students and families. In addition to an excellent
same experience she had as a child.
academic program, it is important to us that
“Being Catholic in my hometown, we had
she is receiving a faith-based education with
a large parish. I was surprised that it was
good moral role models. We love being part of
significantly smaller in Ephrata. I chose to donate
the church and school community. We hope by
to the Extra Give because I know that some of
participating in the Extra Give program that it
the money will go towards someone receiving
helps to bring awareness to the OMPH school
a scholarship and I hope I can contribute to
and demonstrate the positive impact that the
enriching the lives of children in the way my kids
school has in our community.”
are with their education at OMPH,” Hunt said.
As the day of giving progressed, Father Jim
“The school provides an open and welcoming
Szobonya, C.Ss.R., associate pastor, joined
community that money cannot buy. My kids
faculty and students in cheering on the progress
are loved and feel comfortable, every day. The
with cheers and pom-poms. School-wide
teachers have excellent communication with
announcements of the donations were made over family members,” she added.
the intercom every hour, and teachers handed
School officials plan to carry the momentum
out notecards with QR codes so parents could
of this year’s Extraordinary Give into next year’s
donate from their cell phones.
donation drive. As OMPH begins investing the
“Catholic schools provide an amazing
donations into tuition assistance, technology and
education on a very low budget and have some
a preschool program, it remains grateful for the
of the best teachers I’ve ever known, who really
generous support found in its inaugural endeavor
care about their students,” said Dr. Julie Lehr,
with the fundraiser.
mother of two OMPH students. “Personally,
“OMPH School would like
to thank the Lancaster County
Community Foundation and
their sponsors for this amazing
fundraising opportunity. We’d also
like to personally thank all who
donated to OMPH School that
day, especially those challenge
grant donors who pushed us to
raise the bar,” Francis said. “We
are so very excited to participate
in the Extra Give again next
year. The sky’s the limit!”
(Learn more about Our Mother
of Perpetual Help School at www.
omph.org. Learn more about
the Extraordinary Give at www.
extragive.org.)
Fourth-graders rally the school community to participate in the
one-day online day of giving on Nov. 20.
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Based
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tainted cell lines, then it is immoral to be vaccinated with them. This is an inaccurate portrayal of
Catholic moral teaching.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

I thank each of you for your continued observance of our Diocesan guidelines as we strive
to maintain safe worship spaces as well as school and work environments. I also pray for your
continued good health and for the health of all those impacted by this pandemic.
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Sincerely
yours in Christ,
Bishop
of Harrisburg

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Harrisburg

December 17, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 5
(717) 657-4804
FAX (717) 657-1370

DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17111-3710
Bishop'sOffice@hbgdiocese.org
www.hbgdiocese.org

14 de diciembre de 2020
Mis estimados hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, December 10, 2020
Mientras nuestro mundo continúa sufriendo debido a la pandemia de COVID-19, les pido que
se unan a mí para continuar orando por el fin de esta pandemia. También les pido que continúen
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asunto
complejo. Dada la naturaleza compleja de esta situación, la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos
also a very complex matter. Given the complex nature of this situation, the United States Conference of Catholic
de los
Estados
Unidos
(USCCB
poreach
susofsiglas
en inglés)
evaluó
cuidadosamente
cada Teaching.
una de las
Bishops
(USCCB)
carefully
evaluated
the expected
vaccines
as they
relate to Catholic Moral
vacunas
esperadas
en
lo
que
respecta
a
la
Enseñanza
Moral
Católica.
Los
obispos
de
la conferencia
They stated that:
afirmaron“Neither
que: the Pfizer nor the Moderna vaccine involved the use of cell lines that originated in fetal tissue
“Ni
la the
vacuna
Pfizer
ni la Moderna
uso de líneas
celularesThey
queare
senot
originaron en el
taken from
body of
an aborted
baby at anyinvolucraron
level of design,el
development,
or production.
tejido
fetal extraido
de un
bebe abortado
enboth
ningún
de diseño,
desarrollo
o producción.
completely
free fromdel
anycuerpo
connection
to abortion,
however, as
Pfizernivel
and Moderna
made
use of a tainted
cell
for one ofno
theestán
confirmatory
lab tests of their
products.
There isconexión
thus a connection,
it is relatively
Sinline
embargo,
completamente
libres
de cualquier
con el but
aborto,
ya que remote.”
tanto Pfizer
como Moderna
hicieron
usothe
dedeep
unadesire
líneatocelular
contaminada
para
de las pruebas
de laboratorio
I certainly
understand
avoid vaccines
that are in
any una
way connected
to abortion.
To aid
de confirmación
deand
susclarify
productos.
lo tanto,
existe
conexión,
pero
es relativamente
remota.”
our understanding
teachingsPor
regarding
vaccines
anduna
our Catholic
faith,
the Holy
See has published
several
documents
during
the
past
15
years
to
address
these
concerns.
These
documents
do
state
that
it
is
immoral
Ciertamente comprendo el profundo deseo de evitar las vacunas que de alguna manera están
to take the tissue
an aborted
child
for the purpose
of making cell
lines. However,
these documents
alsolas
state
relacionadas
con from
el aborto.
Para
ayudarnos
a comprender
y aclarar
las enseñanzas
sobre
vacunas
that,
“If
there
is
a
grave
health
risk
to
the
child
or
the
person,
and
if
there
is
no
other
option,
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if
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I thank each of you for your continued observance of our Diocesan guidelines as we strive to maintain safe
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anterior, es moralmente permisible hacerlo. Algunos afirman que, si una vacuna está conectada de
alguna manera con líneas celulares contaminadas, entonces es inmoral vacunarse con ellas. Esta es
Sincerely yours in Christ,
una descripción incorrecta de la enseñanza moral católica.
Agradezco a cada uno de ustedes por su continua observancia de nuestras pautas diocesanas
mientras nos esforzamos por mantener los espacios de adoración y culto seguros, así como los
ambientes escolares y laborales. También rezo por su buena salud continua y por la salud de todos los
Ronald W. Gainer
afectadosMost
por Reverend
esta pandemia.
Bishop of Harrisburg
Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,
Reverendísimo Ronald W. Gainer
Obispo de Harrisburg

December 17, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 6

Diocesan Youth Council Offers Christmas Gifts
to Guests of Cathedral’s Meal Program

By Jen Reed
were generously donated by local businesses
The Catholic Witness
and members of the Diocesan staff through a
Three days before a winter storm blanketed
collection at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg.
central PennsylThe gift
vania in snow,
distribution
teenagers with
was offered in
the Diocesan
conjunction with
Youth Council
the Cathedral
spread some warm
Parish’s meal
holiday cheer to
program, which
several dozen
hands out takeguests of the
home dinners on
Cathedral Parish’s
Sunday evenings
Sunday evening
and take-home
meal in Harrisburg.
breakfasts on
Stationed
Saturday mornings.
behind tables
“We try to do
stacked with
something every
Christmas gifts,
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS year to give back
cookies and hot
to the community,”
Sarah Mahoney dispenses hot chocolate as dinner patrons
chocolate, the
Ava Smith said of
arrive in front of St. Patrick Cathedral.
teens offered
the Diocesan Youth
the presents and
Council’s activities.
treats to nearly 50 men and women on Dec. 13.
“Someone had heard about the meal distribution
The boxes and bags – packed and wrapped
at the Cathedral, and it sparked the idea to offer a
by DYC members several weeks prior to the
service project there.”
distribution – were stuffed with hats, gloves,
Ava, a member of Holy Name of Jesus Parish
personal care items, hand-sewn masks, hand
and a student at Bishop McDevitt High School
sanitizer, toothbrushes and candy. The items
in Harrisburg, said this year’s service project
took on added meaning due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
“There have been many things cancelled
because of coronavirus and it’s hard to get
together with people. When we do a project like
this, we realize that even though we’ve been
affected by the pandemic, we are seeing that
there are a lot of people who are in a very serious
need right now,” she said.
Fellow DYC member Marian Joseph agreed.
“Especially with the pandemic, I think this
project will have even more of an impact, not
just to make people happy with a gift, but to
give them things they really need at this time.
We’ve all been struggling in some way with the
pandemic, but there are others who have a great
Guests of the Cathedral’s meal program receive
need for basic items,” said Marian, a member of
gifts from the Diocesan Youth Council prior to the
More YOUTH COUNCIL, page 7
Sunday take-home dinner on Dec. 13.

YOUTH COUNCIL, continued from 6
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St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster and a student at
Lancaster Catholic High School.
The Cathedral Parish’s meal program has
been an ongoing project for years. To meet Covid
safety protocols, the program transitioned to a
take-out distribution several months ago, said
Daniel Reisteter program volunteer.
Meals are packed into bags and distributed
outside. They include a sandwich, fruit, snack,
dessert and a bottle of water.
“We used to offer a sit-down meal before
the pandemic. The guests would come and sit
around the table for an hour, enjoy beverages
Marian Joseph wraps one of the 150 gifts.
and talk. We now simplify things
that we can serve to-go, and we try
to give them a balanced meal with
On the 4th Day of the 9 Days for Life Novena, the Diocese of Harrisburg
a main entrée of a protein,” he said.
will offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for expectant fathers
The program serves 90-120
to lovingly support the mothers of their children in welcoming new life.
guests on Saturday mornings, and
upwards of 60 people on Sundays.
“We were so pleased that the
DYC came here this evening to
give out hot chocolate and gifts. It’s
a special blessing for our guests
this time of year,” he said.
The Diocesan Youth Council
is an opportunity for high school
youth to serve in active leadership
roles within the Diocese. Students
wishing to serve on the Diocese
Youth Council must be nominated
by their parish, Catholic high
school, or Diocesan Committee on
Catholic Scouting each year.
Members act as a
communication link between their
parish/school and the Diocesan
Office for Youth and Young Adult
Ministry, and attend meetings and
events that aim to deepen their
Principal Celebrant
faith.
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
“It’s been nice to represent
youth in the Diocese, and get other
Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.
kids engaged in the Church and
Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick • Harrisburg, PA
service,” said Ava. “It’s fun, and a
great way to represent who we are
Live Stream Available: www.youtube.com/hbgdiocese
in the Church today.”

Respect Life Mass

9 Days for Life Novena, January 21-29. Sign up today at www.9daysforlife.com

The Respect Life Mass is sponsored by the Diocese Office of Family and Respect Life Ministries
www.hbgdiocese.org/respectlife
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PARISH
CHRISTMAS
MASSES
The following parishes have submitted their Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass
schedules for publication. All Masses are open for in-person attendance. The dispensation
from the Sunday and Holy Day obligations to attend Mass are still in place. The Diocese
strongly recommends that those who are sick, have a compromised immune system or are
considered more vulnerable continue to remain home at this time. Parishes continue to follow
Diocesan, state and CDC safety guidelines regarding sanitizing, distancing and wearing
masks. For information regarding your parish’s Masses, please contact the parish directly.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Call ahead to reserve a seat, except for the 2
p.m. outdoor Mass.
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m. Outdoor Mass
4 p.m. Livestream to Website
6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day
10 a.m.
Bonneauville
St. Joseph the Worker
All Masses will be livestreamed on the parish
Facebook and YouTube pages.
Christmas Eve:
6 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9 a.m.
Coal Township
Our Lady of Hope
Masses by reservation only, seats will be
assigned. Call the parish to reserve.
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. (Seating is full)
6 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Christmas Day:
10 a.m.

Columbia
St. Peter
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m.
Cornwall
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. Children’s Mass
6 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Danville
St. Joseph
Masses will not be livestreamed, but a
recorded Mass will be posted to the parish’s
YouTube page. Masses are first come, first
seated, up to 125 individuals.
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Christmas Day:
10 a.m.
Duncannon
St. Bernadette
Christmas Eve:
6 p.m.
Christmas Day:
11 a.m.
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Elysburg
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Christmas Eve:
2:30 music prelude (livestreamed)
3 p.m. (livestreamed)
6 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m.
Enola
Our Lady of Lourdes
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m., 6:30 p.m., and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.

St. Catherine Labouré
Masses are reserved seating. Visit the parish
website to reserve available seats. All Masses
will be livestreamed on the parish website and
Facebook page.
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight, 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
St. Margaret Mary
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m. and midnight
Christmas Day:
9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

Ephrata
Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Christmas Eve:
5 p.m., 8 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Lancaster
Assumption BVM
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight, 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul
Christmas Eve:
4:30 p.m.
4:45 p.m. in the auditorium
6:30 music prelude
7 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9 a.m.

St. Anne
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9:30 a.m. livestreamed

Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9 a.m.
Harrisburg
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
Christmas Eve:
5 p.m. Children’s Liturgy
7:30 p.m. in Vietnamese
Christmas Day:
9 a.m. and noon
10:30 a.m. in Vietnamese

Lebanon
St. Cecilia
Christmas Eve:
2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
10 a.m.
Manchester
Holy Infant
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m.
Marysville
Our Lady of Good Counsel
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9 a.m.
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McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Mechanicsburg
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight, 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
St. Joseph
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m. in the church (livestreamed)
4 p.m. in the church and at the gazebo
6 p.m. in the church
8 p.m. at the gazebo
10 p.m. in the church (livestreamed)
Christmas Day:
9 a.m. in the church (livestreamed)
9 a.m. at the gazebo
11 a.m. in the church
St. Katharine Drexel
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
10 a.m.
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m., 6:30 p.m. (livestreamed) and 9 p.m.
Christmas Day
8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9:30 a.m.

New Holland
Our Lady of Lourdes
A video of the Vigil Mass will be posted on the
parish website Christmas morning.
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. family Mass
7 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
New Oxford
Immaculate Conception BVM
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m., 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. (All three Masses
livestreamed on the parish’s Facebook page)
Christmas Day:
Midnight, 10 a.m. and Noon
Palmyra
Holy Spirit
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. outside, bring a chair of
listen from your car on FM 95.9
5:30 p.m. (livestreamed)
Christmas Day:
Midnight (livestreamed) and 11 a.m.
Roaring Creek
Our Lady of Mercy
Reservations are required; contact the parish
office.
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Christmas Day:
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. (if needed)
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great
RSVP to the parish office; RSVP does not
count as a ticket or guarantee a seat
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m.
3:15 in the gym
5:30 p.m. (livestreamed)
7:30 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9:15 a.m. (livestreamed) and 11 a.m.
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Selinsgrove
St. Pius X
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 10 a.m.
Trevorton
St. Patrick
Masses by reservation only, seats will be
assigned. Call the parish to reserve.
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
No Masses Christmas Day
Shamokin
Mother Cabrini
Masses by reservation only, seats will be
assigned. Call the parish to reserve.
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m. (Seating is full)
8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m.
Shippensburg
Our Lady of the Visitation
Tickets required for each Mass; contact the
parish office.
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Christmas Day:
10 a.m.
Spring Grove
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Masses held in the parish center. RSVP
required; contact the parish office.
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m.
Steelton
Prince of Peace
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. in the church, parish
center and parking lot
Christmas Day:
9 a.m. in the church, parish center and
parking lot

York
Immaculate Conception BVM
Contact the parish regarding which Mass you
will attend. All Masses will be livestreamed on
the parish’s YouTube channel.
Christmas Eve:
3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
9 p.m. in Spanish
Christmas Day:
Midnight and 9 a.m.
Noon in Spanish
St. Patrick
All Masses will be livestreamed. Communion
will be available at the canopy following every
liturgy for those who watch from home.
Christmas Eve:
2 p.m., 4:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day:
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima
Christmas Eve:
4 p.m., 6:30 p.m. (livestreamed) and 9 p.m.
Christmas Day:
9 a.m. (livestreamed) and 11 a.m.

Nativity phots by Chris Heisey, The Catholic Witness
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Film Chronicles Legacy of Father Peyton, ‘The Rosary Priest’

Catholic News Agency
The life of Father Patrick Peyton, an IrishAmerican priest who traveled the world hosting
hundreds of Rosary rallies and encouraging
families to pray together, is the subject of a new
film now available for online purchase.
The documentary-style film “PRAY: The Story
of Patrick Peyton,” includes footage of Father
Peyton, who lived from 1909-1992, as well as
interviews with those who knew him.
It is produced by a company of Father Peyton’s
own founding, Family Theater Productions, which
provides community for Hollywood Catholics
and produces family-friendly content. One of its
most recent films includes “The Dating Project,”
and the program Catholic Central provides short,
informative films geared toward young people.
During his life, Father Peyton became well
known as a passionate advocate for the Rosary
and family prayer; “the family that prays together
stays together” became one of his signature
phrases.
“Father Peyton has the ability through his
message and through his intercession to work
on the level of our individual families, but also to
work worldwide,” Father David S. Marcham, vice
postulator for the Cause of Venerable Patrick
Peyton and director of the Father Peyton Guild,
told CNA in 2018.
Father Peyton made use of TV and radio
broadcasts to spread his message encouraging
family prayer and the Rosary.
Father Peyton, who was born and raised
in County Mayo, Ireland, grew up praying the
Rosary with his family. As a young man, he had

a strong desire to be a religious priest, but was
rejected by several orders. He then decided to
move to Scranton, Pa., and sell real estate. His
father made him promise to remain faithful to
God.
Unable to find employment in his desired
field, Father Peyton was hired as a janitor by the
local cathedral, and his dreams of priesthood
were reawakened. He entered Holy Cross Minor
Seminary in 1929 to become a missionary priest.
In 1938, Father Peyton had professed
temporary vows with the Holy Cross order
but had not yet been ordained when he was
diagnosed with advanced tuberculosis. He was
encouraged by a priest and mentor to ask the
Blessed Virgin Mary for a cure. By 1939, he was
sure he had been cured, and his health returned.
In 1941, Father Peyton was ordained a priest.
Because of his miraculous recovery, which he
credited to the intercession of Mary, he felt called
to spread devotion to the Blessed Mother.
After World War II ended, Father Peyton began
a radio show in New York to pray in thanksgiving
for peace. His show reached wide audiences
with his passionate calls for family prayer, and it
featured prominent public figures, from President
Harry Truman to New York’s Archbishop
Spellman. A strong proponent of the Rosary and
a firm believer in its power, Father Peyton had
each guest pray the Rosary for the world to hear.
The show even attracted contemporary film
star Bing Crosby, a Catholic who frequently
played a priest on screen.
“With [Crosby’s] name on it, it really got the
nation’s attention,” Father Willy Raymond told
CNA in 2018. Father Raymond is the current Holy
Cross Family Ministries president and previous
director of Family Theater Productions, both
founded by Father Peyton. Father Peyton’s radio
and then television and film projects also included
stars like Grace Kelly, Ronald Reagan, Lucille
Ball and Frank Sinatra.
Along with promoting prayer in his radio
shows, Father Peyton held more than 500
“Rosary Rallies” around the world - from Peru to
the Philippines to Papua New Guinea - earning
More ROSARY PRIEST
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continued from 12
him the title “The Rosary Priest.”
According to his obituary in the
New York Times, Father Peyton
traveled to six continents, and
his evangelization programs
are thought to have reached an
estimated 27 million people.
After years of promoting the
Rosary, Father Peyton’s health
was failing and he went to live
with the Little Sisters of the Poor
in California. He died at the age
of 83 on June 3, 1992. His last
words were “Mary, My Queen, My
Mother.”
In 2017, Pope Francis
recognized the heroic virtues
of Father Peyton, declaring
him “Venerable.” The priest’s
information is currently under
review for further advancement
toward canonization.
(For information about the film,
visit www.praythefilm.com/.)

Youth Protection Program

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame
al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso
del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a
manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de la
iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono gratuíto de
ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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From Poor in Spirit, to a Heart
Filled with God’s Love

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Many, many years ago,
I was a childcare worker at
a psychological center for
children. I was in my 20s,
studying Special Education.
One of my colleagues at the
center was a woman named
Eileen Glynn. She was in her
late 60s and was the most joyful
person I have ever met. She
could laugh at life, no matter
what it served. If the children
at the center were having a
bad day, she was the one who
could make not only the children
laugh, but the staff too. Her
obvious joy was contagious!
She made the perfect play
therapist, and the residents
absolutely loved Eileen as well.
Over lunch one day, I naively
asked her, “What’s makes you
so happy? I am curious!” Out of
character, she got very serious.
She told me her happiness
wasn’t the case when she was
young. You see, she had been
a stay-at-home mother of six
children. The oldest was 10
and the youngest was only six
months old. One night, while all
of them slept, her second oldest
son who was only 9 at the time
woke up and began playing with
matches. He started a fire. He
ran to her when it was obvious
that he could not put it out. But
by that time, most of the house
was engulfed. Her husband
ran to save the baby, but was
overcome with smoke. Eileen
ran out of the house with the

son who started the fire, and
as she stood and watched in
utter horror, she could hear
her children scream until the
screams faded and the only
sound was that of wood popping
and fire cracking.
Eileen lost absolutely
everything. As she buried her
family, she also had to place her
son in a facility like the one in
which we worked. She reached
out to her family for support but
found none. Completely alone,
not knowing where to turn, she
began living in her car and her
neighbor allowed her to shower
in their home.
Totally dejected, she entered
a Catholic church, knelt in front
of the Blessed Sacrament and
began to cry. It was nine months
after the fire, and she had not
cried a tear. She explained to
me, “When I buried my family,
something within me also
died.” Sitting in the church, her
tears turned into sobs. The
sobs turned into wails. The
wails were so loud and fierce,
someone ran to get the priest.
Upon arriving at her pew, the
priest silently sat down and let
her wail. When she stopped,
he whispered, “Whatever
happened, God loves you!”
Her wails were quickly turned
into fury, directed at God and
the priest. He accepted her
rage and VERY colorful words.
His reaction to her was just a
peaceful smile. After her anger
subsided, he asked, “What
happened?” When Eileen was

finished
with her
story, the
priest
gave
her the
keys to
a single
room
in the
parish
house
and
“Thoughts from a
hired her Catholic Evangelist”
on the
spot for extra help at the parish.
She became his cook, and a
great one at that! Slowly, very
slowly, she began her life again.
On top of everything else,
she came into the Church the
following year.
With the support of her new
parish and her pastor, she
found a confidence that she had
never known before. She finally
landed a job as a play therapist,
a degree that she had gotten
before she was married but
never used. That was 20 years
prior to my conversation with
her. Her son was now the owner
of a construction company,
happily married, with three
children of his own.
I tell you this story because,
for me, Eileen epitomizes the
Beatitude, “Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” You see,
her grief, and the tragedy of
that fire, made her peer into the
depth of her heart and discover
that her security was found not
More MUSINGS
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of these recently
departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Blue Ridge Summit
St. Rita:
James Deegan
Bill Moore
July Moore
Charles Thomas
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Elizabeth Anne (Betty
Anne) Cassady
Columbia
Holy Trinity:
Carolyn Derstler
Dr. Janairo Hernandez
Rose Gable
Fairfield
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Patricia Whitlow
Jeanne Marie McNamara
Harrisburg
Holy Family:
Walter Boyanowski
Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
William Wimer

Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Marie Guerrini
Mount Carmel
Our Lady of Mount
Carmel:
Loretta Cuff
Lorraine Britt
Carol Trefsger
Anna Pinamonti
Yvonne Jacoby
Theresa Conniff
Rosemary Karycki
Helen Fleming
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Jairo Restrepo
Joan Moore
Francis Korkuch
Frank Karli
Carol DeChaine
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Alex Aziz Houri, PhD
Kenneth M. Cook

MUSINGS,
continued from 14
in God but in the things of this world: money, a
nice house, prestige, an expensive car. The list
went on and on. Looking back, Eileen related to
me that because her life was so full of the things
of this world, her heart was not filled with God’s
love. His love re-created her into a fun-loving and
joy-filled person.
Her grief and the tragedy of the fire opened a

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following clergy who died in
December during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013
Deacon Sabino Moschella, 2013
Father Joseph H. Fennessy, 2015
Deacon Andrew Fine, 2018
Deacon John Mowery, 2018
Father Thomas R. Hoke, 2019
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Anton (Tony) Valentic

York
St. Joseph:
Anthony Damiano
Robert Clayton
Orus Cavnor
Yvonne Wiley

part of her heart for God’s Word, for others who
have lost children and spouses. This opening
allowed her to experience radiant interior freedom
that was SO apparent.
In the present COVID world, her example
shines like a light in the midst of darkness! I invite
you to bask in that light, the light of Christ! Come
Lord, Jesus! Come, Emmanuel!

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Retreats &
Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
in 2022 with Father Michael
Reid, pastor of St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Hanover. Father
Reid will lead a group of 24
pilgrims on an active and spiritual
tour of the Holy Land, Jan.
31-Feb. 11, 2022. The 12-day
itinerary organized by Select
International Tours includes
Mount Tabor, Nazareth, Cana,
Galilee, Tabgha, Magdala, Mount
of Beatitudes, Capernaum, Mount
Carmel, Caesaria Maritima,
Bethlehem, Shepherd’s Field,
Jericho, Baptism Site, The
Dead Sea (with optional visit
to Masada), Mount of Olives,
Mount Zion, Jerusalem, St Anne’s
Church, and Ein Karem. Land and
Air cost is $3,695; a deposit of
$500 is required by Oct. 3, 2021.
Flights depart from and return to
Newark International Airport. For
a brochure and other information,
please contact Father Reid at 717637-4625, ext. 113.

Education &
Enrichment

Women of Grace
Foundational Study begins
Saturday, January 16. Join
this virtual study on Saturday
mornings from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Embark upon a journey of
discovery and transformation as
you explore the great call and
gift of your femininity. For more
information, contact Chris Arnold
at carnold@womenofgrace.com
or 717-379-6041.
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guidelines will be followed during
Events &
this event. Please contact the
Fundraisers
office at 717-235-3525 with any
additional questions, or check
National Education Contest
us out on our Facebook page @
of the Catholic Daughters
stjnschool or on our website
of the Americas. Lancaster
at www.stjnschool.org.
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of
the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas invites all youth in
grades 4-12 from all schools to
enter the National Education
Contest. 2021 themes are “Let All
You Do Be Done with Love” and
“Show Love to One Another.”
Enter one or more contests in art,
essay, poetry, computer art, music
and photography. Go to http://
www.catholicdaughters.org/.
Under Member Resources, select
Forms, and go down to Contests
for contest rules and details in
English or Spanish. Entries must
be postmarked by or delivered to
Margaret T. Giordano, Education
Contest Chairman, 1530
Hollywood Drive, Lancaster,
PA 17601 by February 1, 2021.
All 1st place local winners will
be entered in the state education
contest, and 1st place state winners
will be entered at the national
level. An awards ceremony for
local winners will be planned
for late May or early June 2021.
Please feel free to leave a voice
message at 717-390-9035 if you
have any questions.
St. John the Baptist School
in New Freedom, Open House
on Jan. 31 from 12:30-2 p.m.
If you or someone you know
is interested in a faith-based
education for the 2021-2022
school year, this is the open
house you’ll want to visit. We’d
love to show you all we have to
offer from small class sizes to
rigorous academics. All Diocesan,
CDC and Department of Health

Job Openings
Holy Family Radio in
Shiremanstown is seeking
a Community Relations
Coordinator (part-time, average
of 20 hours per week). The goal
of this position is to increase
awareness of the mission and
goals of Holy Family Radio
and build listener and donor
relationships. This is to be done
through communication activities,
public events, and personal
contacts on behalf of Holy Family
Radio (HFR). The Community
Relations Coordinator will
work in partnership with the
HFR Station Manager. Tasks
include: develop, coordinate
and oversee the efforts of the
Fundraising Committee; provide
content to the Station Manager
for the monthly newsletter
and social media activities;
some travel throughout the
Diocese to promote awareness,
listenership and support; attend
events to raise awareness and
listenership; develop relationships
with businesses with a goal
of underwriting support and/
or gathering gift certificates for
use during pledge drives and the
annual banquet; research and
solicit corporate, foundation and
individual donors; make calls to
gather challenge matching gifts
More NOTEBOOK,
page 17
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for pledge drives; and develop a
long term plan to address the needs
of HFR, working in conjunction
with the station manager,
Fundraising Committee and
volunteers. For more information,
including compensation
details and/or to apply, contact
HolyFamilyRadio@comcast.net.
Our Mother of Perpetual
Help School in Ephrata is
seeking a preschool teacher.
Responsibilities include: develop
and implement a developmentally
appropriate preschool program for
young children; supervise children
in the preschool; communicate
with parents and members of the
community; maintain program
administration; and perform
other related duties as required.
Qualifications include minimum of
a bachelors degree with an active
teaching certificate preferably in
Early Childhood or Elementary
Education. Send a letter of interest
and résumé to omphfin@omph.org.
Undefeated Courage is
seeking nurses to staff its mobile
ultrasound unit. Shifts available
M-F 8am-4pm, FTE: PRN with
no maximum hours. Hourly rate:
$22. PA RN license is required
for this position. Must be trained
in limited obstetric abdominal/
transvaginal ultrasound or open
to training. The mobile unit will
be deployed to abortion clinics to
change the way abortion-minded
women look at their pregnancy.
The mission of Undefeated
Courage is to help women choose
life for their baby and themselves.
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk
advocacy organization in Central
Pennsylvania that provides prayer,
pregnancy testing, education
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on pregnancy, referral to local
The nurse manager oversees
pregnancy care centers and other
the provision of patient care
social/legal services outside of
and medical services operations
abortion clinics at no cost or
and performs client/patient
judgement. A free ultrasound is an
care. Position will be 30-40 hours
obstetrical tool used to evaluate the per week. RN required, CRNP a
health of the pregnancy and can
plus. Salary commensurate with
be a method for abortion-minded
experience. Please send your
women to make informed decisions résumé and a cover letter to Linda
about their pregnancy after
Plummer, Executive Director,
reviewing their ultrasounds. Visit
lplummer@morningstarclinics.
https://www.undefeatedcourage.
com. For more information, call
org/employment.html for more
Linda Plummer, Executive Director
information and an application.
at 717-901-3377.
Morning Star Pregnancy
Holy Trinity Catholic School
Services is seeking an RDMS for in York is seeking a full time
its Ultrasound Program. When
educator to teach 4th grade
it comes to changing hearts and
students in person and virtually.
minds, ultrasound is the core of our The candidate should possess the
pregnancy medical center. Morning necessary skills and traits to create
Star Pregnancy Services is
a nurturing environment focused on
expanding its Ultrasound Program
academic, spiritual and emotional
at its new location in Harrisburg.
growth of each child. Interested
In this role, you will be working
candidates should send a cover
with moms and dads to view their
letter and résumé to Mrs. Kathleen
unborn child, see its beating heart,
Smith at ksmith@htcsyork.org. The
and begin the bonding process. The Diocese of Harrisburg Professional
RDMS provides patient care and
Employment Application and
medical services working under the required background clearances
supervision of the RDMS Medical
may be found at the following
Services Manager. All duties and
links: https://www.hbgdiocese.
responsibilities are performed in
org/catholic-schools/employmentsupport of Morning Star’s Mission applications/
and Vision. Position open to RDMS https://www.hbgdiocese.
or RN with sonography experience. org/safeyouth/backgroundSalary commensurate with
certificates-and-youth-protectionexperience, benefits included. Send requirements/#adult-employeerésumé and a cover letter to Linda
protection-requirements.
Plummer, Executive Director,
Catholic Harvest Food
lplummer@morningstarclinics.
Pantry in York is seeking an
com. For more information call
Executive Director to lead the
Linda Plummer at 717-901-3377.
organization. Send an e-mail to
Morning Star Pregnancy
CHFPEDsearch@gmail.com if you
Services is hiring a Nurse
are interested in the position. A
Clinic Manager. At Morning
comprehensive job profile will then
Star, you can be a part of a team
be forwarded to you for this fullthat serves the women and men
time position.
of the Harrisburg area with love,
More NOTEBOOK,
compassion and understanding.
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Delone Catholic High School
in McSherrystown is seeking a
principal. Minimum requirements:
5+ years’ experience as a high
school principal or vice principal;
thorough understanding of Catholic
school philosophy both in practice
and knowledge base; commitment
to modeling the values of Catholic
educational leadership; outstanding
oral and written communication
skills; demonstrated achievement
in cross-functional or matrix
structured organizational models;
PA Administrators’ Certificate
(or in process); and Catechetical
Certification (or in process) and
a minimum 5 years of teaching
experience. Full job description
available at www.hbgdiocese.org/
employment . Send résumé and
letter of interest to Dan Breen,
Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA
17111, or dbreen@hbgdiocese.org.
Schools in the Diocese of
Harrisburg are currently looking
for educators, specifically
long term substitutes that are ready
to join our team in the Harrisburg
area. Teachers in all grades and
all subject areas are needed.
Certification is preferred but not
required. Catholic Schools in the
Diocese of Harrisburg provide
safe, joyful school environments
that follow current scientific best
practices on schooling during a
pandemic. For more information or
to find a school location near you,
click on https://www.hbgdiocese.
org/find-catholic-school/. Send
your résumé and letter of interest
to either the location near you or to
Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.ORG.
You may also call the Harrisburg
Diocese Department of Catholic
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Schools for more information at
St. Joseph School in
717-657-4804 ext. 222.
Mechanicsburg is in need of
instructional aides for the 2020St. Joseph School in Hanover
2021 school year. Candidates are
is seeking substitute teachers
expected to uphold the values of
on an as-needed basis for the
the Catholic Church and St. Joseph
2020-2021 school year. The
School. Qualified candidates
minimum academic requirement
must possess at minimum a high
for a substitute is a baccalaureate
school diploma and some ondegree. The minimum age
the-job training, preferably an
requirement is 21 years. State
associate’s degree or bachelor’s
teaching certification is preferred,
degree in education or a related
but not required. If interested,
field. Candidates must be at least
please send a cover letter, résumé,
21 years of age and will need to
transcripts, and pastor letter to
complete all Diocesan clearances.
St. Joseph Catholic School, 5125
If interested, please contact Mrs.
Grandview Road, Hanover, PA
Bamberger at rbamberger@
17331, or e-mail Mr. Terrance
stjoesmech.org.
Golden, Principal, at tgolden@
Harrisburg Catholic
sjshanoverpa.org.
Elementary School is seeking
St. Leo the Great School in
a dedicated, inspirational and
Rohrerstown is seeking a partenthusiastic full-time third
time Music Teacher. Candidates
grade teacher for the remainder
must have a history of academic
of the 2020-2021 school year.
excellence, positive attitude,
The position will begin following
teamwork skills and a devotion to
the Christmas break on Monday,
our Catholic identity. Music classes January 4 and has the potential
are a standard in our PreK – 8th
to become permanent in the
grade programs. We believe that
2021–2022 school year. The
every child can enjoy and benefit
position will entail instruction in
from creating, performing and/
religion, reading, social studies,
or listening to music. Candidates
math, ILA and science, with an
must have the ability to teach the
ability to differentiate in all areas
history of music, how to read and
and a desire to work with a diverse
write music, understand beats and
group of students. Interested
harmonies, as well as directing
candidates should forward their
our annual school musical.
application, résumé, pastor’s letter
Candidate will need to submit
of recommendation and copies of
current background clearances
current clearances to Harrisburg
and an active Pennsylvania
Catholic Elementary School, 555
certification in music education
South 25th Street, Harrisburg, PA,
is desirable. Qualified candidates
17104, Attn: Mr. David Rushinski,
should complete and submit
or email materials to drushinski@
to the Diocese of Harrisburg a
hbgcathelem.org.
teacher application at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
employment-applications/ and
contact Mrs. Christine McLean,
Principal, at 717-392-2441, ext. 3,
or principal@stleoschool.org.

