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Catholic Schools in the Diocese Make Plans
to Resume In-Person Class this Fall

By Rachel Bryson, M.S.
The Catholic Witness
“Welcome Back.” These two words can be
associated with many of life’s major moments
and it is these two words that teachers, principals
and all those in Catholic schools in the Diocese
look forward to saying this August. After months
of planning, preparation and prayer, our Catholic
schools are making plans to meet in-person for
the start of the 2020-21 school year.
Daniel Breen, Secretary for Education and
Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the
Diocese of Harrisburg, led an extensive planning
exercise to assist our 36 schools in preparing for
the upcoming school year. “Our goals in planning
were to take a prayerful approach to providing a
Catholic education for our students; to maintain
a holistic view of our students and of their needs;
and to provide a safe, joyful school environment
that follows the current scientific research on
schooling during this pandemic. I believe we
achieved that, though the work will continue. I
am so grateful for the input and hard work of our
principals and I am particularly grateful for the
outstanding teamwork of our school reopening
task force.”
In working with this taskforce, Breen has
provided a framework to the Catholic schools
outlining the health and safety, curriculum,
technology, community and Catholic identity
framework each school will follow for the coming
year. The Diocesan Board of Education, Catholic
Mutual and Bishop Ronald Gainer all reviewed
More CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, page 3

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Catholic schools in the Diocese, like St. Teresa
of Calcutta School in McSherrystown, pictured
in this file photo, are preparing to welcome
students back this fall.
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Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Offering Free Tours of Homes

Open Air Historic Homes
Catholic school for girls in the
More details can be found
Tours are available for
United States.
on the Shrine’s website at
free at the Seton Shrine in
This open air tour is a
setonshrine.org.
Emmitsburg, Md., on Fridays
modified version of the Shrine’s
The free open air tour is
and Saturdays through July 31. typical Historic Homes Tour.
available Fridays and Saturdays
Step inside two historic homes
Some of the precautions include through July 31 at 10 a.m.,
where St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
checking in for the tour outside, 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2:30
the first American-born saint,
wearing facial coverings, and
p.m. There are a limited number
lived and worked.
using listening devices in order
of spots on each tour, so it’s
Elizabeth Ann Seton moved
to maintain a six-foot social
best to register ahead of time at
to Emmitsburg in 1809, and
distance between households.
setonshrine.org.
lived there for
the last 12
years of her
life. On the
tour, people
will see the
Stone House,
1-800-626-1608
1-800-932-0313
where she
founded
the first
community of
sisters in the
United States
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
and also
Child Abuse Hotline
a minor by a church official,
where she
at 1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
spent her first
calling the diocesan toll-free
unforgettable
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
winter in
Emmitsburg.
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
Participants
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
will also see
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
the White
House, where
Diocese of Harrisburg
she founded
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
the first free

To report suspected abuse of a minor,
please follow these two steps:
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and approved the plan.
“This task seemed overwhelming. It still does.
In the end, it was a true blessing to work with this
team. Their care for students, staff members, and
all school families, their creative ideas, and their
tireless work ethic drove this effort,” said John
Cominsky, principal of Trinity High School and a
member of the taskforce.
“What could have been a very draining
task in planning our return was actually an
energizing exercise of mission and it renewed
my commitment and appreciation for the
important ministry we do in Catholic education,”
added Sister Danielle Truex, IHM, principal of
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster and
also a member of the taskforce. “In all of our
discussions and Zoom meetings, the mission was
central and took on new life as we discussed how
to adapt to these new circumstances.”
Both Cominsky and Truex said the unknowns
of the pandemic and the sheer volume of
everything to consider made developing the
guidelines a challenge.
“In many ways, we were rethinking every
procedure – arrival, eating lunch, traveling the
hallways, scheduling classes, etc. – for entire
schools. Eventually, the plan started to take
shape and it was very exciting to see that we
would be able to keep our students and faculty
safe while still providing full time instruction,
virtually and in person,” said Truex.
Jodi Reagan, principal of Saint Catherine
Labouré School in Harrisburg and also a member
of the taskforce, added that developing guidelines
that were structured yet flexible was also a
challenge.
“I think two of the most challenging parts of
the development of the plan, aside from having
to plan via Zoom meetings, was the uncertainty
and changes of policies and expectations
from various organizations throughout the
months,” said Reagan. “Secondly would be the
development of a plan that was general enough
for all schools, yet left flexibility for schools to
implement more specifics that were geared
towards their own school community.”
Very aware of the enormity of the task at hand,

the taskforce persevered, fully cognizant of how
important their roles were to the start of the 202021 school year.
“I want our families to know that our planning
was focused on achieving two important goods:
the health and safety of every member of
our community and making quality, Catholic
education accessible for all of our students
during this pandemic. We studied the CDC and
PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education)
guidelines for reopening and have put every
safety measure in place so that we can open inperson and stay open, adapt our protocols and
procedures as the situation changes, and keep
everyone healthy,” said Truex. She added that, in
addition to the practical aspect of the guidelines,
additional plans were made to meet the social,
emotional, and spiritual needs that students will
have, especially when returning after months of
separation.
“A lot of collaboration, time, effort and prayer
went into developing the Diocesan wide Health
and Safety plan. This is a difficult and unsettling
time for all of us and it is true now more than ever
that the partnership and communication between
the home and school is vital to a student’s
success,” said Reagan. “It is important that
everyone stays positive, patient, and supportive
of the plan and its implementation. Things are
constantly changing, and as they do, so too
possibly will the plans, policies, expectations, and
instructional delivery methods to students.”
The Guidelines
The taskforce used “Leading with Hope” from
The Greeley Center for Catholic Education, a
template designed for Catholic schools that
addresses five domains: Logistics and Planning;
Creating and Maintaining Community; Curriculum
and Instruction; Promoting Catholic Identity; and
Technology Support.
“All of us on the Task Force want the students
to learn in-person. There is really no substitute,”
said Cominsky. “We will take the necessary
steps to see that happen, but we also need the
cooperation of students and families alike. We
believe we can open our schools, but we need to
be mindful of all safety guidelines before, during
More CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, page 4

July 23, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 4
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
continued from 3
and after school.”
The guidelines include
significant details of how each
Catholic school is to craft a local
plan to ensure, as much as
possible, the health and safety
of students, faculty and staff.
Highlights of the plan in include:
1. Each school will receive
training in the CDC
cleaning guidelines and
will create a schoolspecific and stringent
cleaning plan.
2. All staff and student
temperatures are to
be taken at home
before coming to
school. Anyone with a
temperature of 100.4 F or
greater, or any specified
symptom, is to remain
home.
3. Student cohorts will be
established to minimize
the number of people
students interact with
and to make contract
tracing easier, while at
the same time allowing
for connection and
community building.
4. Classrooms will be set
to maximize available
space for social
distancing for students in
the classroom. Schools
will implement state
mandates including the
use of face coverings.
Each school is working
hard to limit the use of
masks in classrooms.
When masks are
needed, regular breaks
will be provided for
students. Outdoor

classes, when possible,
are also encouraged,
weather permitting.
5. Any presumptive positive
or positive cases will
be reported to the
Department of Health
and communicated to
parents.
6. The commitment to
high quality teaching
and learning continues.
Teaching reviews,
classroom observations
and review of student
assessments will occur.
7. Blended instruction (inperson and virtual) is
available to all parents.
8. Schools will work to
create a culture of
joy, celebrating and
recognizing their
communities, people,
accomplishments and
the gift of a Catholic
education.
9. School Masses will
continue. Each school
will work with the local
pastor to hold Mass in
a way that is safe for all
attending and follows
Diocesan guidelines.
10. All schools will post their
local health and safety
plans to their school
website.
“Our schools are famous for
setting high expectations and
maintaining a strong standard
of discipline. In this situation,
especially among the older
students, we will need to
practice a great deal of selfdiscipline to keep everyone
safe and to continue to learn
in-person,” said Cominsky.
“We need to be the selfless,

generous people we are called
to be to keep our communities
safe and healthy, and to allow
our students to come to school
each day.”
“There is so much we have to
look forward to during the 20/21
school year. Most importantly,
we look forward to seeing the
students, faculty and staff face
to face. I also look forward
to the challenge and change
that the health and safety plan
brings to the school year,” said
Reagan.
“This experience has made
me so grateful for the supportive
school family we have at Sacred
Heart, Lancaster. My faculty
and staff, school board, and
school families have rallied
together to promote our mission
and take care of one another
and I consider myself blessed
to be among such a wonderful
community,” added Truex. “Our
response to the pandemic
communicates clearly the value
of Catholic education in our
world.”
In addition to Cominsky,
Reagan and Truex, the
taskforce included Crystal
Noel, principal of St. Teresa of
Calcutta, McSherrystown, and
Dr. Keri Donaldson and Dr. Eric
Hillson, both of whom have
deep experience and expertise
in epidemiology.
Details on how each local
Catholic school is implementing
the Diocesan guidelines can
be found by reaching out to the
school directly. More information
on Catholic education in
the Diocese of Harrisburg
can be found at www.
GoCatholicSchools.org.
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Hospitality from the Front Porch:

St. Anne’s Adapts Brown Bag Lunch Program
to Continue Serving Nearly 200 Each Day

By Jen Reed
spacious front porch instead of the kitchen door.
The Catholic Witness
But then came other concerns. How
When Chris Whalen received an e-mail in mid- would the program replenish volunteers who
March that St. Anne Parish’s Brown Bag Lunch
understandably stepped away due to health
Program in Lancaster would be
concerns? With limits on
ceasing operations due to the
bread purchases, how would
pandemic, her heart sank.
they secure 20 loaves per
Whalen is a 15-year
day? Would partner grocery
volunteer with the ministry,
stores and restaurants
which was been providing
continue to donate items?
free lunches to people in the
Would financial contributions
Lancaster community five days
dwindle?
a week for more than 30 years.
“So many factors were
Handing out lunches through
up against us, but things
the Dutch door adjacent to the
just came together,” Whalen
parish’s kitchen for so many
said. I look back on it now,
years, she’d come to know
and I know it was God’s
many of the recipients. And she
hands pushing us in the right
knew how vital the ministry had
direction.”
become to the people it served.
“We’d hear about
Whalen was crushed to
restaurants trying to get rid
learn that it would be coming
of inventory. Some of them,
COURTESY OF CAROL LICHTY
to a halt – even for two weeks,
just because of the crisis,
Timm Wenger carries lunches to offered to give prepared food
the initial timeframe that
the porch of St. Anne’s Parish in because they wanted to help.
many businesses, schools
Lancaster, where upwards of 200 The local Order of Malta
and organizations anticipated
bags are distributed every weekday. volunteers one day a month,
with newfound knowledge of
COVID-19’s spread.
and their members picked up
“My heart sank. I thought, ‘We’re in a crisis and extra bread when they went shopping. We found
we’re shutting down the lunch program. How are
new volunteers in high school students and in
we going to help people?’” Whalen said. “In this
people who had time because they weren’t going
environment of crisis, the people we serve need
in to work,” she said.
comfort and need to know they can count on us.”
“God provided for us. “We were able to
Within 24 hours, the program’s leadership
introduce the program to a lot more people who
team connected in a flurry of e-mails, sharing
were able to help, and now we have a whole new
ideas of how they might adapt lunch prep and
group of people who are serving others in their
distribution to meet safety protocols. With the
time of need,” she added.
support of their pastor, Father Tri Luong, they
St. Anne’s Brown Bag Lunch Program began
forged ahead.
more than 30 years ago, as a response to the
A streamlined process developed, which
people coming to the rectory door seeking
included face masks, continuous disinfection of
something to eat. With an Amtrak station a block
work stations, social distancing of volunteers, use away, St. Anne’s was a frequent first-stop to
of the parish library to pre-stage nonperishable
items and distribution of lunches from the
More ST. ANNE’S, page 6
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Hub, the Central
Pennsylvania
Food Bank and
Blessings of Hope.
arrivals looking for
The Brown Bag
assistance.
Lunch Program
The program has
grown from 12 lunches has been a
recipient of grants
per week to more
awarded through
than 3,000 per month.
the Diocese’s
Lunches include a
sandwich of lunchmeat annual Matthew 25
Collection. Grants
and cheese or peanut
distributed from the
butter and jelly; fresh
collection benefit
fruit such as bananas
parish-sponsored
or apple slices; a
Zach and Rea Fox are all smiles, even behind masks,
ministries that
“salty” such as chips,
as they prepare to distribute lunches.
provide food,
pretzels or crackers; a
clothing and shelter
dessert and a carton
to those in need.
of milk. Additional
by parishes in the
Program to operate.”
This
year,
the
Brown
items can include
Diocese.
“St. Anne Parish
yogurt or granola bars, Bag Lunch Program
“Many of our current could not continue this
received a $9,000
depending on grocery
volunteers, and regular program without the
grant, enabling it to
store donations.
volunteers during
many, many volunteers
allow up to four lunches normal conditions,
The program is
who are giving of
per
person
per
day,
staffed by regularlyare parishioners, nontheir time, and those
to meet the increased
scheduled volunteers
parishioners, and
who provide financial
need
of
recipients
and supported by inmembers of other faith support in this time of
requesting them for
kind donations and
denominations who
need,” Lichty remarked.
family members at
area food ministries
are eager to participate
In 15 years as a
home.
and grocery stores.
in this much needed
volunteer, Whalen has
Blessings of Hope
Food is provided by
charitable program,”
gotten to know many of
assists
St.
Anne’s
with
the Lancaster Food
said parishioner Carol
the folks who stop by
the donations of
Lichty.
to pick up their lunch
fruit. Blessings
“We give a ‘shout
every day.
of Hope provides
out’ of thanks to the
“There are some
warehousing for
many parishioners
people who come who
large amounts
and non-parishioners
were here the first day
of food donated
who have made cash
I started working,” she
from corporations donations to this
said. “Some people
for manageable
special ministry. There
only come for a short
distribution to
are so many who have time and you never
programs. The
been so generous,”
see them again, which
organization
she said. She also
can be a good thing,
shares food
expressed gratitude to
because hopefully it
with regional
the many businesses,
means they are back
food banks and
organizations and
on their feet.”
food ministries
ministries whose food
Ruth Turner fills lunch bags
nearby, including
donations enable the
in the parish library.
More ST. ANNE’S
those supported
Brown Bag Lunch
page 7
ST. ANNE’S
continued from 5
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Director of “Across” Wants Film to Hit Viewers in the Heart
Diocese to Host Movie on Venberable Augustine Tolton July 31

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The writer and director of “Across,” a short film
that tells the story of Venerable Augustine Tolton’s
childhood escape from slavery, hopes it hits
viewers on an emotional and life-changing level.
“First and foremost, I want them to be entertained
and moved by an incredible true story,” Christopher
Foley said of the short film. “To put the impact of
a movie into words is often to blunt it. If it is done
well, a film will hit people on an emotional level, hit
them in the heart. So, I hope that they just come to
love Father Tolton as much as I do.”
The Diocese of Harrisburg will host a free virtual
screening of “Across” on Friday, July 31 at 6:30
p.m. via the Zoom platform. The 30-minute
movie will introduce viewers to pivotal decisions
in Tolton’s childhood, as he attempts to escape
slavery in 1863. A historical presentation about him
will follow the screening. Discussion will be led by
Foley, Bishop Ronald Gainer, and Bishop Joseph
Perry, postulator of the cause for the canonization
of Tolton, who was declared Venerable last year.
More ACROSS, page 8
ST. ANNE’S
continued from 6
“People come for food, but
they come for so much more
than that. They know us, and
want to talk. It’s social, it’s
emotional. It’s structured to their
day,” she remarked.
As businesses closed
their doors in the face of the
pandemic and more people
were faced with food insecurity,
St. Anne’s saw an increase in
the number of lunch recipients.
“We saw a lot of people
that we never saw before over
the past months. We decided
we could feed them with the
food being provided, and that
however many lunches they

needed, we would give them,”
Whalen said. “Some people
were coming for lunches for
their families. Some would
come one day for 10 lunches
and then we wouldn’t see them
again for three days because
they were trying to limit how
often they’d go out. Others
would tell you that they lost
their job, or that their place
of employment wasn’t able to
open.”
When Whalen began as a
volunteer with the program, she
did so because she was looking
to give back. But that’s just half
of what it really turned out to be.
“You think you’re giving back,
but you receive so much more

than you could have given. You
see that in hindsight,” she said.
“It’s humbling, and it allows
you to be grateful for what you
have,” she said of volunteering
with the program. “One thing
I’ve seen all these years is
that the people who come to
the door take care of each
other. They have so little, but
they’re still caring and generous
toward one another. I see
God’s generosity in the surprise
provisions, in the people we
serve and the kind words of
appreciation they say, and in
the team of people that you
work with. I feel as if I get to
experience God here.”
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The virtual event is
sponsored by the
Diocesan Office of
Multicultural Ministries,
and promises to offer
a glimpse into the
remarkable life of the
first African-American
priest in the United
States.
To receive the Zoom
link to the presentation,
register online at
https://hbgdiocese.
formstack.com/forms/
across_the_father_
tolton_movie.
Foley, who received
a History degree from
Christendom College
and completed a thesis
project on the Civil
War for his Masters in
Film, told The Catholic
Witness that he’s
always been interested
in history, the Civil War
and slavery.
“Long before that,
I had a deep hatred
for racism. My mom
was a nurse from
Pennsylvania who had
told me about a trip to
a medical convention
in the south when she
was young. They had
to leave a restaurant
because one of the
doctors in their party
was black. This made a
deep impression on me
because my best friend
in grade school was a
minority,” he said. “But
what truly inspired me

were the heroes who
fought that injustice.”
“All of those
factors – combined
most importantly
with the uniquely
Catholic nature of
Father Tolton’s story –
made me immediately
gravitate to him as
soon as I heard about
him,” Foley said.
A week after first
reading about Tolton,
Foley learned that
Bishop Perry was
coming to his city to
give a talk about the
African-American
priest.
Foley met Bishop
Perry after the event,
and the bishop has
been a valuable
source to the writer
and director as the film
developed.
“At the same time
I was writing my
screenplay, he was
collecting all of the
historic documentation
that the Vatican needed
to advance Tolton’s
sainthood cause,”
Foley noted.
“Across” is the first
step in a full theatrical
feature film. The
development has
been hampered by the
pandemic. Still, the
short film promises an
unforgettable glimpse
into the remarkable life
of young Tolton.
Tolton’s story,
and the Diocese’s
July 31 screening –

rescheduled from an
initially-planned event
in May – can’t be more
timely.
“Since he died so
young and since he is
largely unknown, I have
always felt that his
mission is unfinished,”
Foley said. “But
Catholic saints do their
most important work
after their deaths.
I believe that his
intercession and his
example are meant
to be widely shared
now. He stood firmly
and bravely against
the horrible injustice of
racism, but he always
did it without hatred.”
Foley said Tolton
has much in common
with Dr. Martin Luther
King. Quoting the two,
Foley pointed to King’s
remarks: “We must
develop and maintain
the capacity to forgive.
He who is devoid of
the power to forgive
is devoid of the power
to love.” Turning to
a quote from Tolton,
Foley shared: “The
Church deplores a
double slavery - that
of the mind and that
of the body. It was the
church who taught me
to pray and to forgive
my persecutors.”
“Venerable
Augustine’s patience,
humility, strength and
perseverance were
so obvious in every
fiber of the historic

record. I was very
moved that he could
carry his heavy cross
of discrimination and
hatred and still be a
beacon of joy to all
that he met,” Foley
said. “As a slave, he
could walk among the
wounded souls who
shared that past. As an
educated priest of God,
he could teach them –
and more importantly
show them – how
to achieve sanctity
despite their suffering.”
“I set out to make
a film about a fighter,
and realized that a
saint fights in a very
different way than the
average person. Even
when he had to be
tough and firm with his
oppressors, he always
approached them
with charity too,” he
said. “There was never
any malice in the man,
because his primary
concern was bringing
souls – even those of
his enemies – to God.”
To register for the
July 31 screening and
discussion, visit https://
hbgdiocese.formstack.
com/forms/across_the_
father_tolton_movie.
See the trailer and
learn more about the
film’s production, cast
and Father Tolton’s life
at www.acrossmovie.
com.
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The Called

A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Father Andrew St. Hilaire

Hometown: Manchester, N.H., and
Mechanicsburg, PA
Education: St. John’s Seminary, Brighton, MA; Mount St. Mary’s Seminary,
Emmitsburg, MD; and Catholic University
of America, Washington, D.C.
Current Assignment: Parochial vicar at
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg
and chaplain at Gettysburg College
We are here in historic
Gettysburg; could you please
tell us about your history,
where you grew up and about
your family?
I am originally from
New Hampshire. Grew
up in Manchester, New
Hampshire, and moved to the
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania,
area when I was 13 in 2005.
Went to the Cumberland Valley
School District in junior high
and senior high school and
then did my undergraduate
studies at Catholic University
in Washington, D.C. After
my undergraduate studies at
Catholic University, I took the
initiative to respond to this
vocation to the priesthood. But
the vocation to the priesthood
had an impression on me
beginning at a young age. Our
parish community in Manchester
was very active and I had a very
good pastor growing up who
left a great impression on me
– in fact I still have a friendship
with him today – Father Marc
Montminy. It was that wonderful
parish community environment

that left an impression that stuck
with me throughout my high
school and my undergraduate
studies.
What did you study at Catholic
University?
With Catholic University, I
majored in philosophy and I tried
a double major in psychology
but soon realized that I needed a
life outside studying (laughing).
I dropped the psychology major.
I knew that I wanted to go to a
college where I could grow in
my faith because I knew in my
senior year of high school that
this was a possibility, though I
was not yet ready to commit to
that vocation, yet I was still very
much discerning. So I looked
at places that my faith would
not be discouraged. I looked at
places like Ave Maria University
in Florida and St. Vincent’s in
Latrobe, Pa., and decided upon
Catholic University in April of my
senior year. I just knew when
I visited Catholic that this was
where I was supposed to be.
Your home parish was St.

Katharine Drexel when
you moved to Central
Pennsylvania, correct?
Well interestingly enough,
we went to St. Theresa’s in
New Cumberland because
they had a Perpetual
Adoration chapel which was
very important to my mother.
She started a Perpetual
chapel in New Hampshire, so
she found an immediate draw
to St. Theresa’s. They had a
school there and my younger
brothers went there until the
commute became a long one.
So in 2007, we made the
switch to St. Katharine’s and it
was my home since then.
How many brothers and
sisters do you have?
I have four younger
brothers and one older sister,
for six total. Big family. Never
a dry moment and never
boring, that is for sure.
While at Catholic University,
you were discerning about
becoming a priest.
Yes, very much. The
interesting thing about
Catholic University and what
made that a very helpful
experience is, in that part
of Washington, you are
surrounded by many religious
communities. Also you have
the Basilica, the USCCB
(United States Council of
Catholic Bishops) and the
Dominican House of Studies.
The joke is that it is Little
Rome, Catholic Disneyland
– said as a joke because
there are a lot of Catholic
More THE CALLED,
page 10
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communities and organizations.
It helped me discern whether I was called
to religious life or Diocesan priesthood. Right
after graduating from CUA, I concluded that I
was called to Diocesan priesthood, but I did not
quite know at that point that I was called to be
in the Diocese of Harrisburg. I actually took the
measure to become a seminarian in the Diocese
of Manchester, because I thought that is where
my spiritual roots are. My extended family still
lives there, and there was this spiritual magnet
to Manchester for me, so I ended up doing one
year of pre-theology at St. John’s Seminary
in Brighton, Massachusetts. I started out right
away in pre-theology because of the philosophy
degree. It turned out to be a very good year there
at St. John’s.
I loved being near Boston; I just love that
city. It was great having a Dunkin Donuts on
every block. But something just felt in prayer
not right…that something was missing. I knew
that there was something else to my vocation
that I needed to respond to. It was after a lot
of spiritual direction and seeking the advice of
close friends, I realized that I had a vocation
to the Diocese of Harrisburg. After a year at
St. John’s, I took a leap of faith and switched
dioceses in formation.
Tell us about the process of changing
dioceses for formation.
The process of seminary application in any
diocese is extensive. You must go through a
process of psychological evaluation, you must
fill out extensive applications, biography, the
gamut of biography. It was a big decision and
an extensive process for sure. Dioceses want
to do their due diligence and not just affirm
your vocation; they want to discern in fact that
you really are indeed called. You go through
this process. I did that with the Diocese of
Manchester, went through the whole process,
which is just as rigorous as Harrisburg.
After a year, the Diocese of Harrisburg
asked me to do the whole process again, and
understandably so. I had to start at stage one.

Looking back, it was a big leap of faith, and it
was a very bold move because I was enjoying my
time in New England. I was not unhappy by any
means and I still think people are convinced to
this day, no matter what I say, that I left because
I was unhappy. No, things were great in New
England. That is what made the decision tough.
I just had this sense, a deeper awareness of my
vocation that God was calling me specifically to
be here in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
You are too humble to admit this I am sure,
but that takes an awful lot of maturity to make
that decision and change. You could have
ignored that in your prayer life, but you didn’t.
Yes, it took courage, but it took a lot of grace
as well, and I could not have done that without
the help of the Lord. God was definitely involved
in that decision. Of course, I am really thankful
that happened.
It is interesting, the first year at the Mount,
More THE CALLED, page 11

Ordination to the Diaconate
With praise and gratitude to Almighty God,
the Diocese of Harrisburg
joyfully announces the ordination of

WILLIAM T. BARBEE
AARON M. LYNCH
PETER K. RETTIG
NORBERT SURESH, M.SS.CC.
to the Order of Deacon

Through the imposition of hands and the
invocation of the Holy Spirit by His Excellency,
the Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer,
Bishop of Harrisburg

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020, 10:00 A.M.
SAINT PATRICK CATHEDRAL, HARRISBURG

Ticketed Event! Due to the ongoing and serious
nature of the Covid-19 Pandemic, seating will be
reserved for close family only. You are invited to
participate in the Ordination Mass through the
livestreaming on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
YouTube channel: youtube.com/hbgdiocese
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had. It actually became very easy to see that God
definitely called me here.

where I was assigned, it was a culture shock for
me and I do not mean that in a bad way at all,
but a very good way in many respects. It was a
very different style of formation approach than
what St. John’s had. At St. John’s, you would
sing the Liturgy of the Hours every day; Morning
Prayer, Evening Prayer were sung. You had
specific times for lunch, you had lunch together;
we prayed the Angelus together before lunch.
It was a very, very rigorously structured, almost
monastic lifestyle. It made my prayer life great,
but at the Mount it was different.
You can have meals when you chose, and
there is no set time for things like that. There was
much more flexibility. There was nobody checking
if I was at a Holy Hour from 5-6 p.m. The Mount
made various hours in the day available and you
were expected to take that initiative on you own
and have that accountability with your spiritual
director. Because of that, there was a culture
shock and transition. I went from being with a
bunch of cynical Bostonians to a bunch of really
nice Midwesterners, so I went from being the
optimistic easy going guy in Boston to being the
pessimist with these Midwesterners (laughing).
So that was a culture shock also. The first
semester at the Mount, I had a few moments
where I thought maybe I did not make the right
call here.

You were ordained June 1 of last year. Tell us
about your first year as a priest.
It has been a rollercoaster. There is this meme
on Facebook that has a picture of a brother and
sister on a rollercoaster and the older sister has
this big smile on her face and then the younger
little brother has his hair sticking up and has
this look of shock, holding on for dear life. There
is a caption that points to the boy as God’s
plan for us with a vocation and the older sister
is the Holy Spirit who is just having a blast on
the rollercoaster. It speaks to us and it would
perfectly describe the year in a nutshell. It has
been quite the ride. I was ordained a transitional
deacon in the fallout of the PA Grand Jury
report, so my diaconate service in many ways
was having to pastorally minister to the faith
community who was dealing with this.

What did you do in those moments when you
had those thoughts?
I ultimately just trusted. And I knew it was just
about making transition. It did not take me long
to see what I was able to do at the Mount. Things
like Mount 2000 – a youth oriented Eucharistic
retreat that has been held for more than 20
years now. I helped out with that in many ways.
It’s a whole unique experience that I would
never have had elsewhere. I became involved
in musical preparation like praise and worship
Adoration on weekly nights. I would never have
had those opportunities in Boston. An example
is being involved also with the Byzantine choir.
Really, there were just a boatload of opportunities
provided at the Mount that I would never have

Where did you serve in your diaconate
ministry?
I was right here at St. Francis Xavier. I was
assigned here right near the Mount. As many
know, our pastor Father Dan Mitzel was still
recovering from chemo treatment and I am happy
to say that he is doing fantastic and is healthy.
He has been a wonderful mentor and pastor for
me, and I could not ask for someone more fitting
and perfect for someone like me as far as my
growth as a priest. In those early stages he was
understandably not well, so I came in hitting the
ground running. There was no time for transition
or adjustment.
This is a parish with a school, Hispanic
ministry and many things going.
It has 1,500 families. On Sundays, we have six
masses alone. It is a very active parish. And as
you point out, it has an active bi-lingural parish
ministry. We have Gettysburg College, which
is my responsibility also. We have plenty to do
and there is never a dull moment. We had a
lot of parish community go before us and pass
away. Janet Oyler passed away in the fall. Her
More THE CALLED, page 12

July 23, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 12
THE CALLED
continued from 11
family was very active in the parish and also at
the Mount. George Gelles was also very active
in our parish and at the Mount. He was our
parish finance chairman, on our Knights Council
and served as our Sunday sacristan. And there
were others that were pillars of our parish in
many ways and they were shocking moments.
December was my first Christmas as a priest and
I was sick. So Father Mitzel thankfully pinch hit
for me on Christmas morning.
Tell us how being a new priest in the midst
of a pandemic has shaped you and how
you have been personally dealing with the
challenges.
That is a good question. It is still hard to
articulate about it because we are still dealing
with it and reflecting about it. It is the present
yet, not the past. But number one, it is teaching
priests to build the plane while it is flying in terms
of ministry. Finding new and creative ways to
remain connected with our parish family is a
challenge. That has been adventurous in many
respects but it has been helpful to me as a
priest in terms of using technology as a means
to evangelize and being able to be creative with
that. It has helped me to look at things over
the last year to refocus on how things have
worked and what things maybe do not work as
well. A natural disaster like this just makes you
recalibrate your expectations, your goals and
your approaches to things. In that regard, it has
helped me.
The parish has been streaming Masses,
correct?
Yes. Palm Sunday was our first Mass live.
We have been using YouTube and Facebook
during all this time. I have been doing other
things livestreamed. I do a program called Cofice
(Coffee and Office – 7:45 a.m. weekdays) –
which is Liturgy of the Hours with coffee in the
morning. I was doing that every day prior to the
church’s reopening.
What has been the response to this program?

It has been really well received. Sometimes we
just sort of shoot the breeze to my detriment, as
it will be on YouTube forever (laughing). We also
do the prayers of the Liturgy of the Hours, but it
is important for people to be connected on a daily
basis. We have been getting 25-30 people or so
for it.
We also started an email newsletter just like
The Witness has gone more online. We do a
revised online form of our bulletin in a reformatted
manner. We have completely revamped our
parish website. There are a lot of things that we
have done ministerial to connect. I don’t think that
these things would have happened without the
pandemic, so it kind of forced us to do things that
we talked about but, because of everything that
is happening and all the activities going on before
us, we maybe just did not have the chance to get
it done. It forced us to kind of move ahead.
Will this help the Church down the road, no
matter how long this pandemic goes on or
when another crisis comes?
In many ways it has been a blessing, at least
for me. I realized this pretty quickly. One of our
parishioners referred to our preceding pastor
(Father Bernando Pistone) as a “priestoholic”
(laughing) because he just was a worker. I have
pretty much been working non-stop during this
time, but also it has given me a chance to slow
down since the physical schedule is not as full
or demanding. When we were shut down, it was
pretty much just on the computer. But it has
also given me a chance and time to set those
boundaries to read more, to spend more time
in prayer. That aspect has helped me out quite
a bit too, to set those times for that. Before the
pandemic with all the activity and nursing home
visits and Masses, I just did not give enough
attention to those things that are needed. The
pandemic helped me recalibrate that balance as
well.
What do you do for leisure or to get away?
I love music and I play the piano. I like to
compose music, although I am not saying it is
a great product. That is a great intellectually
stimulating task for me. It started as a child. At a
More THE CALLED, page 13
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very young age, I wanted to play
the organ. I loved our organ at
our home parish and thought
it was the coolest instrument
ever. My parents could not find
an organ instructor, so they
said how about you learn to
play the piano. I fell in love with
playing the piano, for the irony
is I wanted to be an organist but
became a pianist instead. And
now I am uncomfortable with
the organ . I prefer the piano.
What helped me persevere
through musicals, piano
lessons, voice lessons when
I moved to Pennsylvania in
eighth grade and through high
school was that I fell in love with
the music of Billy Joel. I realized
that piano music is not just
classical, but it can be applied
in the contemporary context. In
high school, I also discovered
Elton John. I discovered
contemporary Christian music
also, and at that time Michael
W. Smith was still prominent
and he is today also. Secular
and Christian musicians all sort
of came together to influence
me with music. By listening
to it, it inspired me to want to
continue to play.
You obviously like to read.
What books do you enjoy?
It is a wide variety, really. I am
the type of reader that can read
10 pages of 10 books at once. I
do not stick with one book to the
end. I will read maybe 50 pages
then jump to another, and then I
will come back.
A lot of times it is about a
topic I want to think about or
study and reflect on, whether

it is theological or practical. I
may go to my own personal
library and pull a book or go on
Amazon and find something
I want to read about. I love
baseball, and as we eagerly
await the end of July, I like
to read some good baseball
history books of late. I also read
to keep informed and read good
theological books or Scripture
study books from prominent
Catholic authors like Scott Hahn
and Edward Sri; some more
deeper cuts into theological
writings by Louis Bouyer. I was
reading Matthew Levering’s
book, The Achievement of Hans
Urs von Balthasar, but that is
not a page turner – it is a little
dense and I recommend taking
it in increments (laughing).
It depends what is captivating
my mind. Right now, I am in
the midst of doing parking
lot Masses and returning to
the sacramental life in a very
abnormal way and wanting to
help and guide people in a way
of explaining the sacrament
of charity. Our acts of charity
at this time do not lessen
devotion to the Eucharist, but
actually enhance it. So I have
been reading more books and
rereading more books on the
Eucharist these days.
How do you prepare your
homilies, given your
extensive reading discipline?
I do not have a consistent
way. It kind of varies from
week to week. I use a variety
of resources, and one of those
is a software called Verbum.
This software is basically an
online biblical index library, just
like a Kindle. You can purchase

various biblical commentaries,
you can buy all libraries,
and you can buy a monthly
subscription. It was very
economical for me to use while I
was a seminarian. You can type
in a Scripture passage and it will
give the Catholic commentary
on it as well as what the world
biblical commentary says on it,
what the Church Fathers say on
it. It gives me a whole range on
what has been said on a certain
passage. So that is my form of
research. It is an easy way to
see what has been said in the
Church’s 2,000 year history
and what even non-Catholic
scholars say about a passage.
I use various podcasts
sometimes on Scripture, but
many times they may just make
a point and I will just run with
it. Sometimes there is a topic
that just comes to my mind from
Scripture reading and I will go
to a book I have in my library
that I know touches on that
catechetical point that I want
to bring home. Sometimes, it is
just current events or events on
the parish level too, that trigger
a point of reflection. Sometimes,
my own prayer offers something
that relates to a Scripture that
captures a point. I kind of go
back and forth to writing out the
homily and just formulating it
in my head, so I do not have a
specific way.
Your ultimate goal with your
homily is to do what for your
parishioners?
For me, the ultimate point
is through Scriptures to
help parishioners see how
More THE CALLED,
page 14
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God is working in their everyday life in the
week. Sometimes that is exhortative telling or
encouraging them to do X, Y, or Z. I do not try
to be overly moralistic in my homilies. I’m not
saying “This is why you need to be nice” or “This
is why you need to do good.” I try and make it
Christo-centric: “Here is the mystery of Christ and
that is what draws us here to Mass through the
sacramental life of the Church.”
The sacraments are a central tenet in every
priest’s vocation, but do you have a favorite
aspect of ministry that you appreciate or is
rewarding?
It is not as if I have a favorite sacrament; all
the sacraments I have found to be incredibly
beautiful, whether it is anointing someone in
the hospital late at night, baptizing a newborn
child or witnessing a marriage. The celebration
of Mass, of course, and hearing Confessions
and being floored by the genuine holiness of
people who come to Confession or seeking to
grow in holiness is special. The vulnerability
that they bring before the Lord and me being
the instrument humbles me. There have been
experiences in each sacrament that have given
me the opportunity to say: God you are so
awesome for having this for people and seeing
people truly encounter Christ. It very much
humbles me and leaves me in awe. We are all
sinners and we all struggle with the pursuit of
holiness. To see God use you despite your own
flaws as a means for others to know Him and
encounter Him at crucial moments of their lives is
awesome.
Is there anything I have not asked you that
you would like to share with us?
If anyone is discerning a vocation, I would
encourage them to have trust in God and to
persevere because the life is beautiful. In the
priestly life, every single human being has the
vocation to love and to be loved. Priesthood is
expressed distinct and different than married
life, but you are still called to a receiving of love
but also a giving of love, a spousal love to the

Church. Seeing that in this first year has just
been beautiful. Just like in marriage, you at times
have no idea what you are getting into, well, I
had no idea what I was getting myself into on
ordination day – I just would not trade it. It has
been an incredible gift and blessing and one that
I am still growing in my appreciation for.
For that young person who is 22 and just
finished college, what advice would you give
to that man about discerning the call?
I think one of the challenges that my
generation has is making a commitment. I
think part of the reason why is that many in
my generation have grown up with divorced
parents. For them, it is like they do not want to
make a bad mistake. “I do not want to make a
commitment,” they think, “and have it be wrong.”
They want to make sure it is absolutely right, and
there is a certain nobility to that and I think it is
why my generation is getting married later also. I
admire their sense of permanence.
But the reality is that you never have 100
percent certainty. Every decision has a certain
amount of risk taking. We have, I think, lost
the application of the virtue of prudence in
discernment. That virtue is gathering the data one
needs, seeking the council of others, but then
having the courage after making that decision to
deliberate and realize that this new information
may require a course change. It happened to me
switching dioceses. New information came to me
that first year, and that required a course change.
Also then having the courage to pursue that
decision, remain faithful to it and act upon it was
important.
My advice to maybe an 18-year-old is not to
be impulsive, take the time you need to gather
information, go to daily Mass, receive the
sacraments regularly, grow in holiness and get a
spiritual director. But when you have gathered all
the information and gotten the advice and all the
direction you can get, and you have a sense of
where you are being called, then you must act.
Don’t wait, but go. That is the best advice I can
give.
(Interview conducted by Chris Heisey, The
Catholic Witness.)

Diversity in Community
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness
Several years ago, I was doing some
research on an article I was writing for an
education blog. I came across a musician named
Eric Whitacre. He is a classical composer and a
conductor who had an epiphany of “something
greater” when he first heard a choir, singing in
parts, come together as one.
In response to that experience, he created
a virtual choir. He asked all his social media
followers to record themselves singing in parts to
a score he wrote. He then asked them to upload
their videos to his website. He combined their
videos and created a virtual choir, the video of
which is at https://youtu.be/2NENlXsW4pM.
When I first came across his work, I was
profoundly touched. The sound he created was
almost other worldly. Each member of this choir
was a diverse, isolated individual. Some of them
had ear buds in their ears, further separating
themselves from their world. They were a mere
dot someplace in the world. Eric Whitacre
took their voices and blended each of them
into an amazing sound of unity. Many of the
singers noted that they experienced a sense of
“community” even though they were never in the
same room or had met in the “face-to-face” world.
I could not help think of this experience
as I continue my series on different aspects
of listening. Much of the ink that is spilled
on paper or in cyberspace often deals with
different aspects of diversity. Kay Lindahl,
author of The Sacred Art of Listening:
Forty Reflections for Cultivating a Spiritual
Practice, writes, “I began to hear each voice
as a part of the whole. That is diversity. …
If one voice is missing, we don’t have the
complete picture. The practice is to hear
the voices for what they are – distinctive,
individual. … So now I listen for nuances.
When we hear each person’s unique voice,
we can better see their place as diverse
individuals contributing to the whole.”1
St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 writes,
“There is one body, but it has many parts.
But all its many parts make up one body.”
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Yes, diversity is truly
important! But we can’t
forget what being a member
of a community is all about.
St. Paul continues, “The
eye can’t say to the hand, ‘I
don’t need you!’ The head
can’t say to the feet, ‘I don’t
need you!’ In fact, it is just
the opposite. The parts of
the body that seem to be
weaker are the ones we
“Thoughts from a
can’t do without.”
Catholic Evangelist”
The beauty of diversity
is that each of us, as
individuals, are also members of a community
that we call Church. We should celebrate with
abandon our uniqueness, but not as a detriment
to the whole. Our uniqueness is a gift which
we leverage in our service to others. When
we focus on our individuality as supreme, our
world becomes myopic so we miss out on the
interconnectedness of what being human is
about.
Eric Whitacre’s choir members as well as the
Corinthians experienced that first hand. Do we?
Lindahl, Kay. The Sacred Art of Listening:
Forty Reflections for Cultivating a Spiritual
Practice. SkyLight Paths Pub., 2002. Pg. 66
1
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of these recently
departed souls and the consolation of their loved
ones.
Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Sally Owens
Berwick
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Stephen Gaito
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Thomas R. Jackson
Fairfield
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Margaret Polley

Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul:
James Eberman
Evangeline
Luckenbaugh
Elena-Beth Alejandre
William Kepner
Constance Renoll
Frances Doll Rickrode
Harrisburg
St. Francis of Assisi:
Ana Monroig
Kulpmont
Holy Angels:
Geraldine Shimko
Veronica Mackavage

Deceased Clergy

Lancaster
St. Anthony of Padua:
Norman Bell
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Paul Demko
Selinsgrove
St. Pius X:
Richard Bunting
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Cecilia (Hren) Bosnjak

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in July
during the past 25 years:
Father Joseph Ceponis,
1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio,
1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998
Msgr. Cletus Wagman,
2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002

York
St. Joseph:
Ann Castaldi

Father Ramon RiveraLopez, 2007

St. Rose of Lima:
Lillian Borsa

Father Frederick A. Farace,
2018

Father Daniel Mahoney,
2007

Deacon Robert E. Weaver,
2018.

Not Willing to Let Go of Your Marriage?
Many couples continue to struggle in a marriage,
but are not willing to give up on each other. There
is hope. Retrouvaille is a program designed to help
struggling marriages regain their health. It helps
a husband and a wife rediscover or re-awaken
the love, trust and commitment that originally
brought them together. The program is highly
successful in saving hurting marriages, even
bringing reconciliation to couples who have already
separated or divorced.
For more information about weekends for couples,
contact the registration team at retrouvaillehbg@
gmail.com or 717-356-2185. In the Diocese,
Retrouvaille is under the auspices of the Diocesan
Office of Family and Respect Life Ministries.
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The Martyrs of
Compiegne
Feast Day: July 17
Died: 1794
Beatified May 27, 1906
Catholic News Agency
On July 17, the Church
commemorated 16 French
religious sisters who died
at the hands of the French
Revolution, hastening the end
of its Reign of Terror.
Compiegne is about an
hour’s drive away from Paris,
where the French Revolution
broke out in 1789. Increasingly
radical governments took
power in France, targeting
the Catholic Church as
revolutionaries exalted reason
over religion. Streets named
after saints were renamed,
churches were desecrated,
and Sunday was erased from
the calendar.
The revolution shattered the
monastic peace of the sisters
of Compiegne in 1790, when
the government passed the
Civil Constitution of the Clergy,
which outlawed religious life.
Government officials came
to the convent, interviewing
each sister and presenting
them with a choice: break
your vows or risk further
punishment. Each sister
refused to abandon their
life of poverty, chastity and
obedience.
Mother Teresa of St.
Augustine, the monastery’s
prioress, hastened to make
arrangements for the sisters

to take shelter in the city, where
they courageously continued to
practice community prayer.
But the French Revolution
continued to radicalize, and it
further devolved into the Reign
of Terror under Maximilien
Robespierre and Committee
for Public Safety, a provisional
government, in 1793.
In 1794, the government
arrested the Carmelites and
detained them in Paris – where
execution by guillotine was all
but inevitable.
The trial accused the sisters
of being religious fanatics
and counter-revolutionaries,
evidenced by a fleur-de-lis
stitched into an altar cloth, which
was a symbol for the monarchy.
All 16 were sentenced to
death on charges of treason.
Among them were 11 nuns,
three lay sisters and two
tertiaries.
On a summer night, the
sisters were taken through the
streets of Paris on an open cart.
Onlookers berated the sisters
with their hatred for the Church,
yelling insults and throwing
things at them.
At the guillotine, the usual
crowd gathered to watch the
executions. But this time was
different.
On July 17, 1794, without any
sign of fear, the sisters forgave

their guards and approached
their death singing hymns of
praise. The crowd fell silent as
each sister approached Mother
Teresa of St. Augustine and
kissed the statue of the Virgin
Mary she held in her hands,
before asking for her permission
to die.
“Permission granted,” the
prioress said to each one before
herself placing her head under
the guillotine.
Within the following few
days, Robespierre himself was
executed, bringing an end to
the Reign of Terror. French
Catholics had no doubt that the
sacrifice of the sisters helped
bring about the end to the
horrors of the revolution.
The martyrs of Compiegne
were proclaimed venerable
in 1902 and were beatified in
1906. The Church celebrates
them July 17.
The story of the Carmelites
who helped end the French
Revolution has inspired artwork,
several novels, and at least
one opera, Dialogues of the
Carmelites, by Francis Poulenc.
It depicts the sisters singing the
Salve Regina, until one by one
their voices fall into silence.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Spiritual Offerings

Live, virtual Caelorum
event, Aug. 5 at 7 p.m., with
Caelorum group from St. Joan of
Arc Parish in Hershey. Facebook
event with live praise, worship
and Scripture reflection. A link
to the live event will be available
at the Caelorum Facebook page.
Call Lou at 717-215-4175 for
information.

Events &
Fundraisers

Holy Angels Parish in
Kulpmont, picnic food sale,
July 31 from 4-8 p.m. and
Aug. 1 from 2-8 p.m. Take out
only. Menu includes potato
cakes, chicken fingers/French
fry basket, torpedoes, haluski,
Italian sausage, hamburgers,
stuffed cabbage, pierogies and
pasta fazool. Event includes
basket raffle, bake sale, yard sale
and 50/50 money raffle. Basket
and 50/50 raffle tickets available
Aug. 3-7 from 4-8 p.m. in the
activity center, with drawing
on Aug. 8. Masks and social
distancing protocols requested.
York Catholic High School’s
30th Annual Golf Tournament,
Sept. 21 at the Out Door Country
Club in York. Registration
for this four-person scramble
tournament starts at 7:30 a.m.
with play beginning at 8 a.m.
Cost is $100 per person and
includes greens fee, cart rental,
refreshments on the course,
lunch and prizes. Proceeds

July 23, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 18

benefit the York Catholic Fund.
Sponsorships are available.
Registration closes Sept. 11.
For more information or to
register, contact Laurie Moir
at 717-846-8871 or lmoir@
yorkcatholic.org.
Resurrection Catholic
School in Lancaster will hold
its annual Golf Outing on
Sept. 15 at Meadia Heights
Golf Course in Lancaster. For
information on registering as a
foursome, or if you would like
to become a sponsor, contact
Amanda Lyda at 717-475-6330.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester will host The
Italian Job food truck at
the parish pavilion, July 26
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Eat at the
pavilion or take orders home.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester will host “Rock
N’ Roll at the Pavilion,”
Aug. 8 from 6-10 p.m. Listen
to music and relive the 1950s
with music provided by DJ
Michelangelo LaMattina.
Dinner from The Sweet Patch
Food Truck. Bring a chair or
blanket or sit at a picnic table.
Bring drinks and snacks to last
the evening.
St. Vincent de Paul Parish
in Hanover’s Christmas in
July Bazaar and Yard Sale,
July 25 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Entertainment begins at 10
a.m. Music by Denny Kopp
of Iron Ridge Bluegrass Band.
Children’s entertainment by
Critter Connections Petting
Zoo. Balloon twisting by
Jerry Keebler Entertainment.

Cookout of hamburgers,
hotdogs and chicken. Cotton
candy, beer garden, indoor
bazaar and outdoor yard sale.
The St. Pauline Foundation
in Kulpmont, summer raffle
on July 24 from noon-6 p.m.
and July 25 from 11 a.m.4 p.m. More than 50 items,
including Rae Dunn, Lenox,
Longaberger, Vera Bradley,
Kate Spade and bistro sets.
Tickets are 26 for $20;
additional sheets of 26 for $10.
Homemade pigeons, haluski,
sausage and more available for
purchase – take out only. Social
distancing and masks required.
The 37th Annual Hispanic
Cultural Festival: TakeOut Edition, Aug. 31-Sept.
5 at San Juan Bautista Parish
in Lancaster. With COVID
regulations in place, San Juan
Bautista will offer a modified
festival, with food served to
go and music livestreamed
online. Festival culminates
at 10 p.m. Saturday with a
Grand Raffle of three large
cash prizes of $5,000, $4,000
and $3,000. Traditional
Hispanic cuisine includes
empanadas, chorizo con arepa
and gaseosa colombiana from
Colombia; pinchos, pasteles
and alcapurrias from Puerto
Rico; and burritos, fajitas,
tacos, tamales and enchiladas
from the Mexican community.
Entertainment to be announced.
For more information, visit
More NOTEBOOK,
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by July 17; order on Our Lady
of Mercy Catholic Church’s
Facebook page, via e-mail at
www.LancasterHispanicFestival. olompicnic@gmail.com; or call
com.
570-336-4771.
Mary, Gate of Heaven
Prince of Peace Parish
Parish in Myerstown presents in Steelton, take-out lamb
Summerfest Café, Aug. 7
dinner, Aug. 15. Includes roast
from 3-8 p.m., and Aug. 8 from
lamb, potato salad, cabbage and
1-7 p.m. The festival may be
noodles and bread or a roll. Cost
canceled, but that doesn’t mean
is $12 per person. Order online
you have to miss out on some of at http://www.tinyurl.com/
your favorite foods. Menu both
poplamb81520 or contact the
days features halupki, halusky,
parish office at 717-985-1330.
pierogies, fish and chips, apple
Dinners may be picked up at
dumplings, a bake sale, soda
noon, 12:30 p.m., 1 p.m., 1:30
and water. The festival’s famous p.m., 2 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. Please
sausage will be served Friday;
indicate what time is convenient
homemade meatball sandwiches for you, and provide your e-mail
are featured on Saturday. Rain or address and phone number when
shine event; take out eat outside, ordering.
weather permitting. Please bring
Queen of the Most Holy
bills only, or debit/credit cards.
Rosary Parish in Elysburg’s
Visit the event’s Facebook page: annual Lobster Fest, Aug.
mghsummerfest.
29. Featuring freshly delivered
Lancaster Catholic High
Maine lobsters. Cost is $13 for
School Crusader Football Golf a live lobster, $14 steamed, $22
Outing, Aug. 7 at Highlands
for a dinner. Dinner includes
of Donegal in Mount Joy.
potatoes, corn on the cob and
Registration from noon-12:45
cole slaw. Pulled pork dinners
p.m., shotgun start at 1 p.m.
for $10 include roll, bbq sauce,
Dinner provided after the round. potatoes, corn on the cob and
Cost is $110 per player, $400
cole slaw. Pulled pork sold for
per foursome. Hole sponsorships $8 per quart, cole slaw for $3
available. Registration deadline
per pint. Event is take-out only.
is July 1. For a registration and
Pick up orders between 4 and 7
sponsorship form, call Jim at
p.m. Gift basket and prize raffle
717-371-7188.
outdoors. All orders due by Aug.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish
7; call 570-672-2302 (Monday
in Catawissa, annual picnic,
through Thursday 7:30-3 p.m.)
July 31 and Aug. 1. Pick-up
order online at www.qmhr.net.
only, 3-8 p.m. Take-out potato
Education &
cakes, halupki, pierogies,
Enrichment
haluski, baked goods and raffle
Women of Grace studies and
tickets. Pre-orders suggested
events at Holy Name of Jesus
NOTEBOOK
continued from 18

Parish in Harrisburg. Fall 2020:
“The Rosary: Your Weapon for
Spiritual Warfare” Johnnette
Benkovic book study/review.
Dec. 12: Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Rosary, Mass,
Eucharistic Adoration with
special accompaniment by
Cindy Barbee on the
Appalachian Mountain
Dulcimer. Winter 2021: Women
of Grace Foundational Study.
For more information, contact
Chris Arnold at carnold@
womenofgrace.com or 717-3796041.
The Corpus Christi Men’s
Retreat, offered yearly to
men of the Diocese, will take
place in an online format
on Saturday, Aug. 1, from 8
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Father Luis
Rodriguez, pastor of Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg,
will lead the virtual retreat,
which will be offered free of
charge. Registration is available
at https://ccccmensretreat.
weebly.com/. To join in the
live retreat on Aug. 1, go to
the Corpus Christi Roman
Catholic Church YouTube
Channel at https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCr75D8gIh_
SwtMLj2vmWiOQ/. Donations
are accepted to help defray the
costs of the retreat master’s
honorarium and technological
equipment, and can be mailed
by check payable to ‘Corpus
Christi Men’s Retreat’ to
320 Philadelphia Avenue,
Chambersburg, PA 17201.
More NOTEBOOK
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For more information about
the retreat, contact Keith R.
Smith at 717-263-3442, or
corpuschristimensretreat@
yahoo.com.
“Surviving Divorce: Hope
and Healing for the Catholic
Family” ministry will be
offered at Good Shepherd
Parish in Camp Hill. Sessions
are Tuesdays from 6:30-8 p.m.,
beginning Sept. 1. The ministry
offers hope and healing to
those who have experienced
the pain and loneliness of a
broken marriage. It features
12 video presentations that
cover topics such as shock and
grief, anger and forgiveness,
money issues, dealing with
children and a former spouse,
and annulment and remarriage.
This program is for the newly
separated and divorced and
those still struggling with issues
many years later. Through
presentations and personal
testimonies, participants are
able to find answers to their
questions, restore their hope,
and begin authentic healing. For
information and registration,
contact Deb at dsalldin@
thegoodshep.org or 717-7611167.

Job Openings
St. Joan of Arc School in
Hershey is looking to hire
the following employees,
due to increasing enrollment
and moving into a new school

building. Clearances are needed
for all positions: sixth-grade
Language Arts teacher; seventhgrade middle school Math
teacher; preschool 3 teacher for
five full days a week; preschool
3 teacher for three half days a
week; part-time Spanish teacher
for grades 3-8; three classroom
aides Monday-Friday from 8
a.m.-3 p.m. for pre 3, pre 4 and
middle school; support aide,
Monday-Friday as needed; afterschool care director, five days a
week from 3-6 p.m.; custodian
for Monday-Friday from 2:3010:30 p.m.; and a cafeteria
assistant for Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Send résumé
or questions to Sister Eileen at
sreileen@stjoanhershey.org or
call 717-533-2854, ext. 118.
Holy Name of Jesus Church
in Harrisburg is looking for a
skilled, full-time maintenance
person. Responsibilities include
cleaning, maintaining, inspecting
and reporting on the condition of
all parish buildings. The position
requires immediate response
to problems and emergency
situations. Interested candidates
should send their resumes to the
HNJ parish office, c/o Parish
Manager; or holynameofjesus
parishharrisburg@hbgdiocese.
org. For more information,
please call 717-652-4211.
St. Patrick School in
Carlisle seeks caregivers for
after-school extended day
program, CARES. This is a
five-day, part-time position
from 2-5:30 p.m.; or Tuesday/
Thursday position from 2-5:30

p.m.; or Monday/Wednesday/
Friday position from 2-5:30 p.m.
Workers should be adaptable
and willing to work with
children from ages 3-14. Pay
starts at $10 an hour, subject to
applicant’s experience. Tuition
discount is a possibility for those
with students at the school. Visit
www.spscarlisle.org or contact
Principal Antoinette Oliverio at
aoliverio@spscarlisle.org for
more information or to set up
an interview. Though it is not a
requirement to have a teacher’s
certification, it is necessary
to complete all Diocesan
clearances, including Act 34
(PA State Police Background
Clearance), Act 151 (PA Child
Abuse History Clearance), Act
126 (Child Abuse Recognition
and Reporting Training) and FBI
clearance.
St. Joseph School
Extended Day Program
in Mechanicsburg has an
opening for a caregiver 2-3
afternoons per week from
2:15-5:30 p.m. Responsibilities
include playing with and helping
children, assisting children with
homework, helping to serve
snack, cleaning up after snack,
and other duties as required by
the director. Applicants will need
to complete or submit (done
within the past 12 months) all
necessary employee clearances
and background checks, along
with a valid driver’s license.
E-mail Linda Schneider at
lschneider@stjoesmech.org.

