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Priest Photographed at Accident Scene Shares
Message of Prayer, Hope and Priestly Ministry

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The extraordinary photo of
Father John Killackey, FSSP, at
the scene of a traffic accident
where he administered Last
Rites to a victim says more than
a thousand words.
It also tells the message
that he wants to share about
the experience: This is the
ministry of a priest. This is what
a spiritual Father is called to do.
And any priest would have done
the same.
Father Killackey, a priest of
the Priestly Fraternity of St.
Peter, is assistant chaplain
at the Mater Dei Latin Mass
Community in Harrisburg. He is
the center of a poignant photo
that has made news and social
media rounds in the days since
the July 8 accident on Interstate
81 South in Lebanon County.
The photo, taken by an
unidentified motorist, looks at
first glance like a painting. The
pouring rain blurs lines and
mutes colors. Father Killackey,
holy oils in hand, walks between
tractor trailers to see how he
More PHOTOGRAPH,
page 2
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Father John Killackey, FSSP, carries holy oils as he walks from the
accident scene on Interstate 81 on July 8, in this photo taken by an
unidentified motorist. The priest is assistant chaplain at the Mater
Dei Latin Mass community in Harrisburg.
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may assist.
The anonymity of the photo
is something he appreciates,
because it shares a clear
message.
“It shows ‘This is what the
priesthood is,’” Father Killackey
told The Catholic Witness in an
interview July 13.
“It’s not about me. It’s about
the priesthood,” he said. “The
priest is another Christ. I was
there to give Our Lord in the
sacraments if someone needed
it.”
Father Killackey estimates
the multi-vehicle accident on
that stretch of the interstate
occurred just moments before
he came upon the scene. His
car was the third to stop behind
the wreck.
“I just wanted to get out and
make sure everybody was
OK, or see if they needed the
sacraments,” he said. “I got out
of the car and grabbed the oils
that were with me.”
He was directed to a truck
driver, to whom he administered
the Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick.
“I think it was Providential
that I was able to be there, and

I think other priests would have
done the exact same thing.
That’s what we are here for,
to bring Our Lord to people in
all moments of their lives but
especially in difficult moments
and when they are preparing
to meet God at death,” Father
Killackey said.
He asked for prayers for the
deceased and his family, and
expressed profound gratitude
for the first responders.
“I was very happy to assist,
but I was one of many. There
were numbers of EMTs, police,
firefighters doing a lot of work
to save lives. They’re out there
doing it every day, and credit
definitely needs to be given
to them. They were out there
within minutes, and it was
beautiful to see so many going
out there to try to help others,”
he said.
Father Killackey is a native of
New Jersey, and was ordained
on May 24, 2019. His ministry
as assistant chaplain at the
Mater Dei Community is his first
assignment. The community
participates in the celebration
of the Mass according to the
1962 Roman Missal, commonly
known as the Traditional Latin
Mass.
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extraordinary circumstances
of ministering at the scene of
an accident, Father Killackey
recalled the words a priest told
him in seminary: “When you
become a priest, you write God
a blank check.”
“We go where we are called,
and when we are needed,”
Father Killackey said.
He said he hopes the
attention the photo has
garnered will illustrate for others
the ministry of the priest and
present a message of hope.
“As a priest, you have a
fatherly care for the people
around you. It’s a vocation,
like a mother or a father caring
for and loving their children.
A priest is ordained to be
that other Christ to people,
especially in their moments of
need,” he said.
“Yes, there will always be
problems in the world and in
our own personal lives. Our
Lord never promised that this
life would be easy, but he did
promise that he would be with
us. Christ is the answer to all
of our difficulties, and we unite
our sufferings to him. He is the
answer. He will give the peace
that alone can satisfy us,” he
said.
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Bishop Edward Malesic of Greensburg Named
12th Bishop of the Diocese of Cleveland

By Hannah Brockhaus
wish him well on this new appointment,” he said.
Catholic News Agency
“I have known Bishop Malesic for years and have
Early Thursday morning, July 16, Pope Francis enjoyed working with him as a brother Bishop,
named Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic,
and especially in the time we both worked in
JCL, Bishop of the Diocese of
Tribunal ministry. Personally, I
Greensburg, as the new Bishop of
have the deepest respect and
the Diocese of Cleveland, Ohio.
admiration for him as a priest,
In Cleveland, he fills the vacant
bishop, close collaborator and
see left by Archbishop Nelson
friend. We will all miss him as he
Perez, who was installed as the
makes this transition to Cleveland,
Archbishop of Philadelphia in
but Bishop Malesic goes to
February 2020. Father Don Oleksiak
Cleveland with our deepest
will continue as administrator of the
support and our continued
Diocese of Cleveland until Bishopprayers and friendship in Christ.”
designate Malesic is installed as
Prior to being ordained a
the 12th Bishop of the Diocese of
bishop, he served in various
Cleveland on Monday, September
assignments in the Diocese.
14, during Mass at St. John the
He served as assistant pastor
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS at St. Theresa Parish in New
Evangelist Cathedral in downtown
Cleveland.
Cumberland from 1987-1989 and
Bishop Malesic, who will turn 60 in August,
at St. Rose of Lima Parish in York from 1989has led the Diocese of Greensburg since July
1992. In York, he also served as the Catholic
2015. He holds a licentiate in canon law from the
Campus Minister of York College of Pennsylvania.
Catholic University of America in Washington,
He served as campus minister at Millersville
D.C.
University and Franklin and Marshall College in
A native of Harrisburg, Bishop Malesic is the
Lancaster, and at Messiah College in Grantham.
son of Joseph A. and the late Elizabeth Schatt
In 1996, he was sent to study canon law at the
Malesic and was raised in Enhaut. He is a 1978
Catholic University of America in Washington,
graduate of Central Dauphin East High School
D.C., where he received a licentiate.
and attended Lebanon Valley College as a
    He served the Diocesan Tribunal as Auditor,
Biology Major for three years prior to entering the Adjutant Judicial Vicar and Secretary for
seminary.
Canonical Services. He was appointed Judicial
He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Vicar in 2006. In 2004, he was appointed to Holy
Philosophy in 1983 and a Master of Divinity
Infant Parish in York Haven, first as administrator
degree in 1987 from the Pontifical College
and later as pastor.
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. He was ordained
Pope Francis appointed Bishop Malesic to
a priest for the Diocese of Harrisburg by thenbe the fifth Bishop of Greensburg on April 24,
Bishop William H. Keeler on May 30, 1987.
2015. Bishop Malesic was ordained and installed
On news of his appointment, Bishop
as Bishop of Greensburg on July 13 at Blessed
Ronald Gainer offered Bishop Malesic his
Sacrament Cathedral.
congratulations.
The Catholic Diocese of Cleveland has eight
“I am delighted to send my prayerful
counties in the north-central part of Ohio. It has
congratulations to Bishop Edward C. Malesic on
a total population of 2,774,113 people of which
his appointment as Bishop of Cleveland by his
682,948 or 24 percent are Catholic.
Holiness, Pope Francis. As a native of Harrisburg,
(Contributing to this article was Rachel Bryson,
I know that all of us in the Diocese of Harrisburg
M.S., The Catholic Witness.)
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York Native Named Röpke-Wojtyla Fellow

By Donna Klinger
Special to The Witness
Rachel Lyter, a senior
business major and theology
minor at Mount St. Mary’s
University in Emmitsburg,
Md., is one of 15 students
nationwide to be awarded the
Röpke-Wojtyla Fellowship for
2020-21. The highly-competitive
Röpke-Wojtyła Fellowship,
sponsored by The Catholic
University of America, educates
future Catholic intellectuals
and business leaders in social
thought, especially as it pertains
to society, economic systems,
business and religion and
in regards to Catholic social
thought.
Lyter is a graduate of York
Catholic High School, and a
member of the Fan the Fire
2019 York Youth Ministry
Team. She is a parishioner at
the Mater Dei community in
Harrisburg.
“I look forward to the
intellectual and networking
experiences it will bring during
my senior year,” said Lyter, who
will be part of the program’s
fourth cohort. “Reading the
description of the RöpkeWojtyła Fellowship for the first
time excited me as it aligned
with my previous academic
coursework and personal
intellectual interests.”
As part of the Fellowship,
Lyter will receive a $3,500
stipend and participate in
three one-day colloquia in
Washington, D.C., with a
fourth gathering in Rome.
Fellows enjoy meals, Mass,
discussion sessions and hear

inspiring scholars discuss
topics on history, philosophy,
political economy, politics and
sociology. Fellows will study
such works as John Ruskin’s
critique of political economy,
St. Thomas Aquinas’ work on
natural law, Charles Babbage’s
analysis of automation, Rӧpke’s
assessment of the social
framework for the market order
and Wojtyła’s philosophy of the
human person.
“I am most excited to
expand my knowledge through
exposure to works from
philosophers, economists and
theologians as we explore
aspects of Catholic social
thought,” Lyter added.
Founded in 2017 and named
for Wilhelm Rӧpke, the late
economist, and Karol Józef
Wojtyła, better known as John
Paul II, the Röpke-Wojtyła
Fellowship encourages young
Catholics to explore important
questions of social philosophy,
such as the makings of a
good society, the civilizing
aspect of commerce and the
tensions between markets and
community.
“I feel the discussions
fostered by the program leaders
based on classic texts will lead
me to a higher integration of
knowledge between my study
of the market and society. I also
pray that conditions will allow
our cohort to travel to Rome
in May 2021 for a weeklong
pilgrimage,” said Lyter, who
participated in a Mount trip to
Italy in summer 2019 and is
excited to return.
This year, in response to the

Rachel Lyter
COVID-19 pandemic, the
October gathering, typically held
in Washington, D.C., will be held
online. “Decisions about the
2021 gatherings will be made in
due course, depending on how
the virus situation evolves,” said
Candace Mottice, the program’s
director.
“We are proud of what
Rachel has achieved, and I am
certain this is just the beginning
for her. Accomplishments like
this, with the conditions worked
under last semester, are all
the greater still,” said Michael
J. Driscoll, Ed.D., dean of the
Richard J. Bolte, Sr. School of
Business.
Lyter is also one of three
recipients of the Mount’s
William G. McGowan Endowed
Scholarship, which is awarded
to rising juniors in the Richard
J. Bolte, Sr. School of Business.
She served as a writing tutor
in the Writing Center, a laptop
scribe for Learning Services
and a phonathon caller for the
Office of Alumni Engagement.
She also helped coordinate trips
for Mount students to volunteer
at the local Catoctin Pregnancy
More FELLOW, page 5
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Center through the
Mount’s Students for Life
club. Last fall she was the
business correspondent for
the Mountain Echo student
newspaper and served
on the executive board of
the Women in Business
Club since its founding in
the fall of 2019. Lyter also
interned at faith-based
CatholicStock.com, a
Mount alumni-owned and
Emmitsburg-based small
business. After graduation
next year, she plans to
work toward becoming a
small business owner.
She acknowledges the
opportunities at the Mount
to immerse herself in the
study of the market and
delve into rich theological
texts. She is also thankful
for the guidance of her
professors. Two courses,

Foundations of Philosophy
and Ethics and the Human
Good, taught her how a
just society serves the
common good—and will
serve her well during her
fellowship.
When considering a
thought or leader who
has guided her journey,
Lyter references Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati, an
Italian Roman Catholic
social activist: “He wrote
on a photo of himself
scaling a mountain: ‘verso
l’alto’ which translates
to ‘to the heights.’ At my
own mountain home I am
always striving to do my
best and following the path
on which that leads me.”
(Donna Klinger is the
Director of Public Relations
and Communications
for Mount St. Mary’s
University.)

HDCCW Awards
Scholarship

The Harrisburg
Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women
presented Natalie
Torta, a parishioner at
St. Catherine Labouré
Parish in Harrisburg,
with their annual
scholarship award. The
HDCCW scholarship
is awarded on the basis of scholastic
achievement, leadership and character
as well as community and Church
involvement. Natalie was selected from
a field of outstanding candidates who
meet high academic and community
service standards. Natalie will be
attending Mount St. Mary’s University,
majoring in Communications (PR) and
Graphic Design.
Since the inception of the Scholarship
Award Program in 2006, the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
has awarded 34 scholarships to young
women throughout the Harrisburg
Diocese.

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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Excitement Swells in Catechumens at St. Peter’s in
Elizabethtown, Even through Virtual RCIA Classes

By Jen Reed
churches for a time, and forced
the parish’s Masses online.
The Catholic Witness
the cancellation of the annual
And through it all, they prayed
The joy and exuberance
Rite of Election – their official
together.
among the instructors and
presentation to the bishop as
“We tried to stay connected
catechumens in the RCIA Class catechumens – and the glorious with text messages and e-mail
at St. Peter
as well,
Parish in
but there’s
Elizabethtown
something
is undeniably
different
palpable –
about seeing
even though
people’s faces
the group
and reading
members are
their facial
miles apart.
expressions.
The caring
To the best of
community
our ability, we
they’ve formed
tried to stay
through prayer,
connected
reflection
to what was
and study
going on with
over Zoom,
everybody,”
coupled with
said Vicky
COURTESY OF VICKY KERN
the anticipation
Kern, RCIA
A screenshot captures the start of a video as catechists and coordinator.
of receiving the
catechumens from St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown meet via Zoom
Sacraments
“We’ve
for RCIA classes. always tried
next month,
beams from
to have two
their four-inch faces populating
Easter Vigil celebration.
rails – there’s catechesis and
the “gallery view” of the online
Despite the challenges
there’s evangelization, where
videoconference platform.
in finding ways to continue
we come together in prayer to
When Jessica Hiestandclasses, and the disappointment help everybody feel connected
Schwanger expressed her
in the cancellation of utterly
and lifted up,” she said.
excitement during an interview
significant liturgical celebrations
The Rite of Christian Initiation
about joining the Catholic
along the catechumens’ journey of Adults (RCIA) is the process
Church, she summed up the
into the Church, the RCIA
through which adults become
group’s contagious spirit:
community at St. Peter’s forged members of the Church.
“I’m pumped!” she hollered,
ahead.
The process involves prayer,
as the group talked about
The normal weekly sessions
reflection and study of the faith.
the date of Aug. 9, when the
in the parish’s education center
It also cultivates an individual’s
parish will welcome three new
and chapel turned into weekly
practice of prayer, doing good
Catholics into the Church.
meetings over Zoom, with
works and being part of the
It’s undoubtedly been
screen shares of PowerPoint
life of the Church. To that end,
an abnormal RCIA year for
presentations and videos.
the formation of relationships
catechists and participants
Instead of attending Mass
between catechists and
alike. The pandemic halted
as a small community, they
More RCIA, page 7
in-person classes, closed
connected virtually to watch
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catechumens is essential.
“It’s about faith and fellowship,” said assistant
catechist Annette Zell. “We’re sharing so much
and getting together weekly, and we’ve become a
tight-knit group. We’re praying for each other and
knowing what’s going on in each other’s lives.
When suddenly we were all separated with things
closing, there was worry about maintaining those
connections.”
“We oftentimes see this when somebody is
trying to come in to the Church – the dark forces
at work try to interfere. We wondered how we
could combat this as a small Church group and
how we could stay connected,” she said.
Transitioning to virtual gatherings proved
successful for maintaining those personal
connections and continuing formation, said
catechumens Liz Gober and HiestandSchwanger.
“I thought Zoom really helped us to stay
connected and on curriculum course,” said
Gober. “We had guest speakers who are
members of the Church. Meeting those people
and getting to know Father [Bernard Oniwe,
OP, pastor], you feel more of a part of the entire
Church. The parish also remembered us in
prayer during Masses, and that really contributed
to a sense of community.”
Hiestand-Schwanger, a lung-transplant patient,
underscored the vital role of online sessions for
someone considered high-risk.
“I am immunocompromised, so the coronavirus
is a definite scare for me. Being at home and
working from home, I can count on both hands
how many times I’ve left the house in the last four
months because I can’t take the risks,” she said.
“I would much rather be in the classroom with
these ladies. I feel like we’ve become a close little
group. But doing this remotely is better for my
health,” she said.
Whether in-person or remote, the RCIA process
has been an enjoyable one, both catechumens
said. They both inquired about the process when
the time felt right for them.
Gober has been attending Masses with her
husband and children for 20 years.

“I had questions and I just kept putting them
off and putting them off. I felt that this was the
year that I had to learn more. Once I got into the
RCIA program, I realized a lot of the objections I
thought I had to the Catholic faith, I really didn’t
have. It felt like a good fit, so I’m glad to finally
have made the step,” she said.
“I thought the group was very open. You
could ask questions. I came from a Protestant
background so I was always trying to make the
two mesh. There were checks along the way, so
if you were not ready for the next step, there was
no rush. I feel like you could just start exploring,
even if you weren’t sure it was the right time,” she
reflected.
Hiestand-Schwanger was raised in a family
whose members are Mennonite and Catholic. Her
inquiry about the Catholic Church began not long
after her lung transplant five years ago, when she
awoke from surgery to find that several family
members had prayed for her at the Miraculous
Medal Shrine in Philadelphia, and her aunt and
grandfather presented her with a Rosary from the
Shrine of Padre Pio in Italy.
“I ended up going to Italy to say thanks to
Pio, and then I went to Israel to walk in Jesus’
footsteps. After that trip, I didn’t feel the same.
Mennonite didn’t fit me anymore,” she said.
“I knew that the Catholic Church was where I
needed to be. It feels like coming home.”
The RCIA process is a personal journey, and
the catechists are guideposts, Kern said.
“We’re pointing the way, we’re trying to give
experiences that people seem to need,” she said.
“We start with the basics – who is God, who is
Jesus – but in the process we’re trying to make
sure there is space for people to bring whatever
they’re bringing,” she explained. “Nobody comes
to this without a burden, and it could be anything.
We try to make sure there is space for that to
be supported. We do that in trying to make sure
there is prayer, and time for contemplation in front
of the Blessed Sacrament.”
“In my head, I have the program all set out, but
it doesn’t ever really stay on track. Sometimes,
the spirit is just moving me and Annette in a
direction, because people need something
More RCIA, page 8
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pandemic “have left me yearning to be at Mass,”
said Hiestand-Schwanger. “I have found myself
watching the daily Masses. I would have never
done daily Mass before, just because I’m so busy
and it’s hard to get there. But with everything
being online, it makes it much more accessible.
But there is definitely something that almost feels
like a calling. I feel like I’m being called to just
come back.”
She will receive the sacraments on Aug. 9 at
the church, and then return to daily and weekly
Masses online.
“Our faith formation doesn’t end with the end of
the program,” Hiestand-Schwanger said. “This is
a process, a journey for years to come. It’s about
learning the faith and how to grow and be a part
of it. I’m looking forward to the things to come.”

explored in a little bit different way,” Kern said.
“We both try to make room for Him to move us.
Sometimes it might mean giving the floor to
somebody else, sometimes it means somebody
might make a statement or ask a question that
takes you down another rabbit hole.”
“You have to be attuned to what everybody
is bringing,” she stressed. “At the same time
you’ve giving them the doctrinal teaching so that
you’re always getting everybody on the same
foundational rock. In my mind, many people’s
objections fall away as you teach from the
foundation. There’s not hypocrisy in the teaching;
one thing builds on another in a way that makes
complete sense.”
The catechumens said they
are eager for their reception of
the sacraments on Aug. 9, and to
eventually fully return to church
once restrictions ease.
“I think this time of limbo has
been a little bit of a strain, so I’m
ready to get back,” said Gober.
“It’s been so many months of
studying and preparation, it’s like
the culmination of what we’ve
been working toward. I think it’s
going to be pretty emotional,” she
said of the Aug. 9 celebration.
St. Peter’s RCIA class gathers for a lesson on prayer.
Restrictions because of the

Not Willing to Let Go of Your Marriage?

Many couples continue to struggle in a marriage,
but are not willing to give up on each other. There
is hope. Retrouvaille is a program designed to help
struggling marriages regain their health. It helps a
husband and a wife rediscover or re-awaken the love,
trust and commitment that originally brought them
together. The program is highly successful in saving
hurting marriages, even bringing reconciliation to
couples who have already separated or divorced.
For more information about weekends for couples,
contact the registration team at retrouvaillehbg@
gmail.com or 717-356-2185. In the Diocese,
Retrouvaille is under the auspices of the Diocesan
Office of Family and Respect Life Ministries.

July 16, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 9

Diocese Announces Formation Program for Spiritual Directors

By Carol Morel, BODV, MACM
at their parish, yet open to all members of the
Special to The Witness
Diocese.
To accommodate the growing desire among
The team of individuals who developed this
the faithful for guidance in the spiritual life,
program are Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC,
the Diocese of Harrisburg is providing for the
Director of Formation of the Wives of the
formation and supervision of spiritual guides. This Diaconate and Diocesan WAN Coordinator;
formation program assists up to 15 candidates in and Carol Morel, BODV, MACM. They work in
discerning the call to this ministry, and – through
consultation with Ryan Bolster, Diocesan Director
a doctrinally sound, systematic, and applied
of Adult Education and Catechist Formation.
study of the interior life – prepares them to offer
The formation team also brings together an
spiritual direction in their parishes.
Advisory Formation Board consisting of clergy
This program seeks candidates with the
and lay members. In addition, a priest of the
capacity to emulate St. John of the Cross’s three- Diocese functions as the chaplain for all those
fold characteristics of a spiritual director: learned
involved in the program.
(in ascetical and mystical theology), experienced
Only candidates recommended by their
(in contemplative prayer), and discreet.
pastors will be considered.
The program consists of prayerful
Applications are due August 21, 2020. To
accompaniment, at a pace that allows for
inquire, contact Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC, at
personal reflection, contemplation, internalization srgschmidt@hbgdiocese.org, 717-685-4168, ext.
and integration of the sources.
254, or 717-712-9298 (mobile).
Using a spiraling curriculum, the program
(Carol Morel is a lay spiritual director and a
introduces the essentials of the interior life during team member of the Diocesan program for the
the first year, moves into a deeper and more
formation of spiritual directors.)
precise exploration of those
essentials during the second
Are You Called to be a Spiritual Guide?
year, and culminates in an
immersion, through study
The Diocese of Harrisburg’s
and practicum during the
Formation
for the Ministry of Spiritual Direction
third year.
is accepting applications
The third year includes
from individuals who may be called to be a
a supervised practicum in
“true
servant
of the living tradition of prayer.” (CCC 2690)
spiritual direction, to take
place in each candidate’s
The three-year program of formation is designed for adults
parish. Toward the end of
experienced in the spiritual life who are seeking to discern this call
the second year, candidates
and to deepen “the gifts of wisdom, faith, and discernment”
will discern, in consultation
(CCC
2690) given by the Spirit for this ministry, as well as the
with their pastors, how best
necessary qualities, presence and interpersonal skills.
to promote their availability
within the parish. During the
Formation sessions will meet monthly
practicum, the candidate will
at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg or through Zoom.
be limited to working with
two directees, with monthly
For more information, please contact:
supervision. Upon successful
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
completion of the program,
srgschmidt@hbgdiocese.org
lay candidates assume a
717-657-4804, ext. 254
private practice and are
717-712-9298 (mobile)
recognized by the Diocese
Applications due by August 21, 2020
as a spiritual guide, located
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A Q&A on Spiritual Direction
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
This winter, the Diocese will
begin a formation program for
candidates to discern the call to
serve as spiritual directors. In
conjunction with the start of the
program, The Catholic Witness
connected with Carol Morel,
BODV, MACM, spiritual director
and program team member. In
this Q&A, Morel explains the
purpose of the ministry, the call
to serve as a spiritual director,
and how the formation program
will unfold.
Define what a spiritual
director is, and what they do.
The spiritual director is a
person of prayer, gifted by the
Holy Spirit with faith, wisdom
and discernment to accompany
a person one-on-one through
the journey into union with God.
The spiritual director knows
the territory from personal
experience and the study of
spiritual theology – and can
therefore recognize and support
certain transitions along the
way, as well as identify potential
pitfalls.
Of course, the Holy Spirit is
really the Director; the spiritual
director serves by “directing”
the person’s attention to how
God is moving in their life, how
He is gifting them, and how
they are responding to His call.
Over time, healing and ongoing
conversion gradually make
more room for the Indwelling
Trinity to operate freely in one’s
soul, unfolding a pathway, little
by little, toward the summit of
Love, “the full stature of Christ.”

How does a spiritual director
differ from a counselor, or
from the counsel one might
receive from clergy or a
consecrated individual?
Although relationships and
struggles are often discussed in
spiritual direction, the emphasis
is not on problem-solving, but
rather on discovering how God
is moving amidst these very
situations, and in the whole of
one’s life. It remains always
about one’s relationship with
God. Whereas counseling
relationships can be shortterm, the spiritual direction
relationship is generally longterm, meeting monthly for as
long as the person desires
to continue – often, for many
years.
An individual might benefit
from both spiritual direction
and the various forms of
counsel which you mentioned,
simultaneously. The role of
the spiritual director is to be a
compassionate presence for
the long haul – to prayerfully
listen throughout the session to
whatever content the person is
moved to share; ask evocative
or clarifying questions; offer
observations and sometimes a
suggestion regarding spiritual
reading or practices; and
pray with and for the person,
faithfully praying for the
individual between sessions.
The spiritual director does not
lead a person according to the
director’s spirituality, but rather
seeks to glean the way by which
God is leading that individual,
and to support the person’s
progress along that unique way.

How long have you been a
spiritual director?
Much to my surprise, the
calling emerged about 20 years
ago, not long after I responded
to the calling to homeschool.
So, I offered accompaniment to
people in an informal way for
many years, as time allowed. It
was not until the homeschooling
was completed, in 2013, that
I set aside other ministries to
focus almost exclusively on
spiritual direction.
What drew you to this
ministry?
Looking back, I realize now
that God had prepared me for
this work from my earliest years,
forming me through many
sufferings and many victories in
Christ. I became aware around
age five of the Blessed Mother’s
promise to accompany me
along the way, to ensure that I
would persevere.
In the most difficult moments,
she would make her presence
known, and all would be peace
again, for a time. At a critical
moment of spiritual crisis, she
obtained for me the grace of
conversion, and later a dramatic
healing during Eucharistic
Adoration. The floodgates of the
interior life of prayer reopened,
restoring the intimacy I had
enjoyed with God as a child.
He then took me deeper into
the mysteries of the Kingdom
through Scripture and the
writings of Servant of God Luisa
Piccarreta, the Little Daughter of
the Divine Will. “Unless you turn
and become like children…”
Turning takes a moment;
More SPIRITUAL DIRECTION,
page 11
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of the life of prayer; the second year moves
deeper into the workings of the interior life, and
the third year features a practicum in the ministry
becoming takes a lifetime. Life became a great
of spiritual direction in one’s parish setting. It is
adventure in the Divine Will from that moment on.
beautiful to behold God forming each candidate
That was 25 years ago.
Himself, over time.
Some five years later, my pastor identified
You mention “the interior life.” Please explain
the charism of spiritual direction and suggested
what that means.
that I pursue a master’s degree at St. Mary’s
What you think about when you are alone
Seminary and University in Baltimore, in support
and how you converse with yourself – your
of this ministry – which I eventually did, while
preoccupations – reveal the content of your
simultaneously homeschooling and serving
interior life. We are made for a marvelous inner
in various parish ministries. Providentially, my
dialogue with God; when we turn from serious sin
daughter and I both graduated in 2013; at that
to embrace our baptismal call, we open to those
point, while continuing to study and promote
possibilities. “The spirit comes to the aid of our
Luisa’s spirituality, I began to dedicate myself
weakness.”
formally to the ministry of spiritual direction.
Little by little, the more we allow God to love
us, to save us, to sanctify us, the more room we
It is a calling to be a spiritual director and
give the Indwelling Trinity to operate in us. Our
obviously, there is some desire to want to
inner monologue becomes, more and more, an
serve people in this way?
inner dialogue of love with God – and we find
Yes, I would never have dreamt of serving in
that we are cooperating more and more with
this way if God had not called me and persistently
His grace through faith, hope, charity and other
convinced me of this call, overcoming my initial
virtues. We gradually learn to be our true selves,
resistance. And yet, there was always that great
to identify as beloved children of God, to allow
interior desire to assist people in coming to
Him to heal us and transform us in Christ, and to
know and love God more deeply. My resistance
desire that all souls would come to know and love
eventually melted away through the unceasing
Him, too. Our life becomes a participation in the
prayer: “He must increase, I must decrease”
mystery of Christ – a means of giving glory to the
(John 3:30), and through the help of a spiritual
Father through, with, and in the Son, in the unity
director who understood me.
of the Holy Spirit.
One of the signs of being called and gifted
Is there anything else you want to mention
for this ministry is that people open their hearts
about spiritual direction and the program?
in conversation with you. They might say, “I’ve
God “is able to accomplish far more than all
never told anyone this before…” Another sign is
we ask or imagine, by the power at work within
the sheer joy of serving God’s people in this way.
us” (Eph 3:20). How Providential that the Lord
of the harvest is equipping and sending laborers
How will the Diocesan program form
into the vineyard today through the ministry of
candidates who are accepted?
spiritual direction! These are unprecedented
Recognizing that spiritual direction is a gift,
times; the Church is participating in the mystery
we assist a group of people in discerning the call
of Christ intensely. We anticipate a great renewal
and support them in their spiritual growth over a
after this time of purification. I hope that more
three-year period, during which we facilitate their
and more people will prayerfully consider
formation for the ministry. We offer a monthly
entrusting themselves more deeply to the Lord
accompaniment in which we pray together,
through the ministry of spiritual direction, so they
unpack the assigned readings, and practice the
can participate more fully in the glory that is to
necessary skills. Monthly reflection papers on the
be revealed. I pray that many will discover the
readings help the candidates to interiorize and
beauty and the joy of the possibilities that spiritual
integrate the material.
direction opens up in the soul.
The first year delves into the fundamentals
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Bishops Defend Federal Paycheck Loan Participation

Catholic News Agency
The U.S. bishops defended
the use of the federal Paycheck
Protection Program by Catholic
parishes, hospitals, schools,
dioceses, and social service
agencies, after a report from
the Associated Press said
the government had given
“special consideration” to faith
groups in the loan program
and characterized Catholic
participation in the coronavirus
relief program as an “aggressive
pursuit of funds.”
“The Paycheck Protection
Program was designed to
protect the jobs of Americans
from all walks of life, regardless
of whether they work for forprofit or non-profit employers,
faith-based or secular,”
Archbishop Paul Coakley,
chairman of the U.S. bishops’
conference committee on
domestic justice and human
development said in a July 10
statement.
“The Catholic Church is
the largest non-governmental
supplier of social services in the
United States. Each year, our
parishes, schools and ministries
serve millions of people in need,
regardless of race, ethnicity or
religion. The novel coronavirus
only intensified the needs of
the people we serve and the
demand for our ministries. The
loans we applied for enabled
our essential ministries to
continue to function in a time of
national emergency.”
“In addition, shutdown
orders and economic fallout
associated with the virus have
affected everyone, including the
thousands of Catholic ministries

– churches, schools, healthcare
and social services – that
employ about 1 million people in
the United States,” Archbishop
Coakley added.
“These loans have been
an essential lifeline to keep
hundreds of thousands of
employees on payroll, ensure
families maintain their health
insurance, and enable lay
workers to continue serving
their brothers and sisters during
this crisis.”
The federal loan program is a
$669-billion initiative that allows
entities to obtain low-interest
loans that can be forgiven if the
money goes mostly to cover
payroll expenses, and to keep
people employed who are in
danger of losing their jobs.
While more than 4.9 million
loans have been approved to
date, more than $130 billion
remains available to potential
borrowers.
The Roman Catholic Diocese
of Harrisburg did not apply for a
Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) loan. As an organization
that has filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection, it was not
eligible for a PPP loan.
In a media statement, the
Diocese said “The parishes,
Catholic schools, Catholic
Charities and Harrisburg
Catholic Administrative
Services, all of which are
separate legal entities from
the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Harrisburg, have applied for
PPP loans and many received
funding, details of which have
been released by the Small
Business Administration.”
“We sincerely thank the

Small Business Administration
and the federal government
for making these emergency
funding resources available.
Because of the PPP monies,
the parishes and schools
in the Diocese were able to
keep employees working,
allowing them to maintain
their households and provide
for their families during these
challenging and difficult times,”
the statement said.
Earlier this week, data was
released by the government
that revealed the identities
of many, but not all loan
participants. Loan recipients
included Planned Parenthood
affiliates, numerous firms
owned by state and federal
lawmakers, the publisher of the
National Enquirer, the libertarian
Ayn Rand Institute, and other
organizations that have raised
eyebrows or been subject to
criticism.
Still, officials with the federal
Small Business Association said
that the program was designed
to keep people employed,
regardless of their industry or
employer, and that the SBA will
exercise oversight to ensure
funds were not borrowed under
false pretenses.
If borrowers can’t
demonstrate that at least 60
percent of borrowed funds
were used for payroll-related
expenses, then the terms of
the loans will require their
repayment.
The July 9 Associated
Press report said that Catholic
organizations borrowed
More BISHOPS, page 13
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between $1.4 and $3.5 billion,
and noted that at least 407,900
jobs were saved through those
loans. At the high end of the
Associated Press estimate,
Catholic institutional borrowing
would represent .5% of funds
allocated to the loan program.
And if $3.5 billion was in fact
borrowed, the cost for each job
saved through the loans would
amount to $8,580.
The July 9 Associated Press
story said that the Catholic
Church in the U.S. used an
“exemption from federal rules”
in order to “amass at least
$1.4 billion in taxpayer-backed
coronavirus aid” through its
participation in the federal
program.
The report said that Catholic
entities gained this “exception”
to the Small Business
Association’s eligibility rules
through lobbying efforts, citing
an April report from Catholic
News Service.
That Catholic News Service
report said that Catholic
lobbyists worked, in the week
the legislation creating the
program was actually passed,
to ensure that as rules were
devised by Department of
Treasury officials, that Catholic
entities civilly distinct from each
other would not be regarded as
one entity, which might place
the consolidated entities above
a 500-employee eligibility cap.
In the Church’s canon law,
parishes are distinct legal
entities from each other and
from dioceses, and while
diocesan bishops exercise
legislative and judicial

authority over parishes,
parishes do not constitute
subsidiaries of dioceses. Nor do
affiliated entities like Catholic
Charities, Catholic schools
and universities, or Catholic
hospitals, which are ordinarily
overseen by lay boards on
which bishops often have only
ordinary voting membership, if
that.
The Catholic Church is a
web of organizations connected
by faith, mission, sacraments,
and oversight, but those
organizations are not uniformly
administered as subsidiaries or
under the direct control of local
bishops.
While parishes generally
pay annual fees to dioceses,
the funds of distinct canonical
entities may not be permissibly
commingled, and canon law
requires that the civil structures
of parishes, dioceses, and other
Catholic entities reflect their
canonical reality.
Nevertheless, the complex
organizational structure of
the Catholic Church made it
possible that several Catholic
entities in the same place
might be regarded by the SBA
as one entity. The effort of the
USCCB lobbyists was to ensure
that wouldn’t be the case, the
Catholic News Service report
explained.
That effort was successful.
An April 3 FAQ document
from the SBA explained that
the general loan rules provided
that if faith-based organizations
had an affiliation related to
“religious beliefs about church
authority or internal constitution,
or because the legal, financial,
or other structural relationships

between your organization and
other organizations reflect an
expression of such beliefs,” they
would qualify for an exemption
to rules that would ordinarily
count “affiliated” organizations
as one entity for purposes
eligibility determination.
However, faith-based
organizations “affiliated with
other organizations solely
for non-religious reasons,
such as administrative
convenience...would be subject
to the affiliation rules,” the SBA
explained.
In the United States,
both parishes and dioceses
are facing serious financial
shortfalls and in Rome, the
Vatican has run sizeable
budget deficits for years.
While the Catholic Church has
assets of artistic, cultural, and
historic value, those are not
easily liquidated, and with few
exceptions, Catholic entities
around the world have been
facing a serious cash crunch for
years.
In his statement, Archbishop
Coakley acknowledged that
“more than 100 Catholic schools
have announced that they plan
to close, with hundreds more
facing an uncertain future.
Businesses, hospitals, schools,
and churches all across the
country are facing many of the
exact same problems.”
“We will continue advocating
for everyone negatively affected
by this terrible pandemic,
praying for all the sick, for
all who have died and are in
mourning, and especially the
poor and vulnerable at this time
of great need,” he said.
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Faith, Routine and Balance
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness
This morning as I ventured
to work, instead of walking
down the hallway in the convent
and beginning work remotely,
I got into my car and drove to
the Diocesan Center. Dauphin
County turned “green” as I
write this, which means we can
begin to slowly return to our
offices and work as normally as
possible.
As I sit here in my office with
a mask tied around my face,
I am pondering the lessons
learned in the past few months.
One of the things that many of
us, pre-pandemic, struggled
with was a sense of balance.
By this I mean the time spent
between work and home,
between your spouse and
children, between exercising
and being a couch potato,
between binging on Netflix/
YouTube or working on “the list
of things that never gets done.”
With the stay-at-home order,
work and home, friends and
family, all merged into one
experience for many of us.
Forget about living a “silo-ed”
life! The demands of work were
no longer just at work, and
the responsibilities of home
were no longer just at home.
Both blended into an often
chaotic mess. How often did
we struggle with a “blended”
normal?
Personally, I no longer had
the luxury of a 25-minute
commute to separate one place
from the other. Shortly after
the stay-at-home order began,
I bemoaned, “Whatever skill I

about. We
watched
the chaos
need to live an integrated life
of a
of work at home, I don’t have
pandemic
YET!” I then prayed to the Holy
world and
Spirit for the gift of whatever you
the social
call that life-skill.
unrest on
I could not help think of this
the news,
experience as I returned to
as well as
my pre-pandemic series on
the spike
listening. Kay Lindahl, author
of new
“Thoughts from a
of The Sacred Art of Listening:
cases.
Catholic
Evangelist”
Forty Reflections for Cultivating
Now,
a Spiritual Practice, writes that if
some of us are back to work
you struggle with balance, you
at our place of business. I’m
are indeed living a life that is
at the Diocesan Center part“silo-ed.”
time. I have discovered that
Part of the anxiety of living
this is another challenging shift,
this life is deciding how much
because what I needed for the
attention and time to give to
rest of the week at the convent,
this or that. One aspect of your
I left in my office on Monday!
life is always being put to the
GROWL!
“back burner.” This creates an
Knowing that I wasn’t the
illusion that one aspect of your
only person to experience this
life is more important than the
frustration, I began searching
other. According to Lindahl,
for tips that I would like to share.
when we listen to life with the
I came across a blog entitled,
essence of our soul, the parts
“Tips for Establishing Your Postblend into a seamless whole;
COVID Routine” 2 written by the
each part nurtures the other
staff at the Cleveland Clinic. The
instead of competing for time
categories are from the website,
and attention.1
the reflections are mine.
Isn’t this the new reality
Keep things in perspective
that we’ve experienced while
– Part of the difficulty of our
working and living at home
life right now is the uncertainty
during the pandemic? For me,
of the future. Things keep
with time I found that working
changing on a daily basis. Who
from home had become
can plan for future events?
rather comfortable. Video
Weddings, ordinations, retreats
conferencing and the phone
and the opening of school are
became two tools that I used
on the calendar, but do we
more often. Limiting exposure
really know what these things
to the “outside” created an
will look like? So much of our
illusion that home was the
existence now is out of our
only safe place in the world. I
control. In order to find security
watched Mass from the comfort
in such times, a daily, consistent
of my home, thus bringing
home (no pun intended) what
More MUSINGS, page 16
the “domestic church” is all
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of these recently
departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Hershey
Abbottstown
St. Joan of Arc:
Immaculate Heart of
Henry J. Piccinini
Mary:
Judy Goley

Berwick
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Ronald Isvak
Stephen Gaito
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Suzanne Nicholl
Ferguson
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Shirley Crouse
Harrisburg
Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick:
Joan Gourley

Lancaster
St. Joseph:
Edmund L. Kachnoskie
Beryl A. Coccio
Catherine Feeney
Crawford
Vonda “Vonnie” L.
Kirchner
Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Terrence Smith
Anne Heverling
Littlestown
St. Aloysius:
Robert G. “Jerry”
Breighner
McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Teresa Conrad

Sister Paula Mary Aumen

Sister Paula Mary Aumen,
96, a member of the Institute
of the Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas, died at Mercy Center,
Dallas, Pa., on July 13.
Born July 30, 1923, in York,
she was the daughter of the late
Bernard F. and Bertha (Smith)
Aumen.
Sister Paula Mary graduated
from St. Mary’s High School in
Wilkes-Barre and received a
degree in Elementary Education
from Misericordia University
and her master’s degree from
the University of Scranton. She

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the
following clergy who
died in July during the
past 25 years:

Milton
St. Joseph:
Edward Wilhour

Father Joseph Ceponis,
1997

Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Mark Adzema

Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Mary E. Gray
Frank Bodani

Deacon Joseph Sahd,
1998

Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Rose Robel
Ramon Valdez

Father Joseph Coyne,
2001

entered the Sisters of Mercy in
Dallas on September 8, 1943.
Sister taught in the Dioceses
of Harrisburg, Pittsburgh and
Altoona-Johnstown, including at
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
New Oxford and St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Hanover.
In 2013, Sister Paula Mary
returned to Mercy CenterDallas, where she shared
her gifts of organization and
hospitality in the library. She
was an active member in the
Prayer Ministry and continued
to remember family and friends

Msgr. Cletus Wagman,
2001

Deacon Gerard Kole,
2002

Shippensburg
Our Lady of the
Visitation:
Douglas Kauffman
Sunbury
St. Monica:
Mary Dietrick

Father Charles Procopio,
1997

Father Ramon RiveraLopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney,
2007
Father Frederick A.
Farace, 2018
Deacon Robert E.
Weaver, 2018.

in daily prayer.
Surviving are
siblings Thomas
Aumen, Bertha
Kuhn, Charlotte
Hull and Adrian
Aumen; two
sisters in law,
Margaret and
Nancy Aumen; Sisters of Mercy
and numerous nieces and
nephews. She was preceded
in death by siblings Bernard
F. Aumen Jr., Rev. Paul J.
Aumen, CPPS, Estella Gebhart,
Philip Aumen, Terry DelRosso,
Lawrence Aumen and John Kuhn.
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schedule
is a
must,
whether you are working from
home or at your place of work.
Human beings are indeed
creatures of habit. Routines
become more important in
uncertain times.
The importance of
communication – With a new
schedule comes a new level
of frustration. It is essential, I
MUSINGS
continued from 14

believe, for each of us to reach
out to our “support group” and
give voice to these stressors.
Once voiced, the stressors
often seem like they lose control
over you. The “remember you
are not alone” lesson pertains
to circumstances that are also
post-pandemic.
Looking ahead – As with the
1918 pandemic, this will not last
forever. Look to what’s ahead
– to better times! This points
to the virtue of hope. Hope
comes from your feet firmly
planted where you are, and
your mind and heart focused
on what is above. God is
the giver of hope. He is in
charge of your life and will
work all things toward the
good. Hope derives from
the absolute belief that the
previous sentence is true.
Maintaining balance –
We are back to the topic I
started to write about. Part
of the journey of finding
balance is the ability to
ACROSS: own what you are feeling.

Screening of
The Father Tolton
Movie

July 31 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom

Premiere of the short film about
the boyhood of the first African
American priest and his attempt to
escape slavery in 1863.
Discussion with Writer/Director
Christopher Foley, Bishop Ronald
Gainer and Bishop Joseph Perry,
postulator for the Father Tolton
canonization cause.
To register and receive the Zoom
link, contact Jackie Curran at
jcurran@hbgdiocese.org or 717657-4804.

Feelings are neither good nor
bad, they just are. It’s what
we do with those feelings
that count. Constant change
and uncertainty can create a
roller coaster ride of emotions.
Knowing this can truly make
the journey within change a bit
less daunting. Part of the root
and foundation for anyone who
might be reading this is prayer.
If anything, the pandemic
experience has taught all of us
the importance of prayer in our
lives. Please do not forget this
as our lives struggle to go back
to the pre-pandemic way.
We are indeed in this
together – side by side! God is
certainly in our midst!
Lindahl, Kay. The Sacred Art of
Listening: Forty Reflections for
Cultivating a Spiritual Practice.
SkyLight Paths Pub., 2002. Pg.
668-70.
2
https://www.rallyhealth.com/
covid-19/tips-for-establishingyour-post-covid-routine
1

To report suspected abuse of a minor,
please follow these two steps:

1

2

1-800-932-0313

Call the toll-free PA
Child Abuse Hotline
at 1-800-932-0313

1-800-626-1608

Report suspected abuse of
a minor by a church official,
employee or volunteer by
calling the diocesan toll-free
hotline at 1-800-626-1608

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Diocese of Harrisburg

Youth Protection Program

www.YouthProtectionHBG.com

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK

Fundraisers & Events

Resurrection Catholic
School in Lancaster
will hold its annual
Golf Outing on Sept. 15
at Meadia Heights Golf
Course in Lancaster. For
information on registering
as a foursome, or if you
would like to become a
sponsor, contact Amanda
Lyda at 717-475-6330.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester will host The
Italian Job food truck at
the parish pavilion, July 26
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Eat at
the pavilion or take orders
home.
Holy Infant Parish
in Manchester will host
“Rock N’ Roll at the
Pavilion,” Aug. 8 from
6-10 p.m. Listen to music
and relive the 1950s with
music provided by DJ
Michelangelo LaMattina.
Dinner from The Sweet
Patch Food Truck. Bring a
chair or blanket or sit at a
picnic table. Bring drinks
and snacks.
St. Vincent de Paul
Parish in Hanover’s
Christmas in July Bazaar
and Yard Sale, July
25 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Entertainment begins at
10 a.m. Music by Denny
Kopp of Iron Ridge
Bluegrass Band. Children’s
entertainment by Critter
Connections Petting Zoo.
Balloon twisting by Jerry
Keebler Entertainment.
Cookout of hamburgers,
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hotdogs and chicken.
Cotton candy, beer garden,
indoor bazaar and outdoor
yard sale.
The St. Pauline
Foundation in
Kulpmont, summer
raffle on July 24 from
noon-6 p.m. and July
25 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
More than 50 items,
including Rae Dunn,
Lenox, Longaberger, Vera
Bradley, Kate Spade and
bistro sets. Tickets are 26
for $20; additional sheets
of 26 for $10. Homemade
pigeons, haluski, sausage
and more available for
purchase – take out only.
Social distancing and
masks required. Those
unable to attend can call
JoAnn at 570-259-9299 to
make an appointment to
view items and purchase
tickets July 20-23.
The 37th Annual
Hispanic Cultural
Festival: Take-Out
Edition, Aug. 31-Sept.
5 at San Juan Bautista
Parish in Lancaster. With
COVID regulations in
place, San Juan Bautista
will offer a modified
festival, with food
served to go and music
livestreamed online.
Festival culminates
at 10 p.m. Saturday
with a Grand Raffle of
three large cash prizes
of $5,000, $4,000 and
$3,000. Traditional
Hispanic cuisine includes
empanadas, chorizo
con arepa and gaseosa
colombiana from

Colombia; pinchos,
pasteles and alcapurrias
from Puerto Rico;
and burritos, fajitas,
tacos, tamales and
enchiladas from the
Mexican community.
Entertainment to be
announced. For more
information, visit www.
LancasterHispanic
Festival.com.
Mary, Gate of
Heaven Parish in
Myerstown presents
Summerfest Café,
Aug. 7 from 3-8 p.m.,
and Aug. 8 from 1-7
p.m. The festival may
be canceled, but that
doesn’t mean you have
to miss out on some
of your favorite foods.
Menu both days features
halupki, halusky,
pierogies, fish and chips,
apple dumplings, a bake
sale, soda and water.
The festival’s famous
sausage will be served
Friday; homemade
meatball sandwiches are
featured on Saturday.
Rain or shine event; take
out eat outside, weather
permitting. Please bring
bills only, or debit/
credit cards. Visit the
event’s Facebook page:
mghsummerfest.
Lancaster Catholic
High School Crusader
Football Golf Outing,
Aug. 7 at Highlands of
Donegal in Mount Joy.
Registration from noon12:45 p.m., shotgun
start at 1 p.m. Dinner
provided after the round.

Cost is $110 per player,
$400 per foursome.
Hole sponsorships
available. Registration
deadline is July 1.
For a registration and
sponsorship form, call
Jim at 717-371-7188.
Our Lady of Mercy
Parish in Catawissa,
annual picnic, July 31
and Aug. 1. Pick-up
only, 3-8 p.m. Take-out
potato cakes, halupki,
pierogies, haluski,
baked goods and raffle
tickets. Pre-orders
suggested by July 17;
order on Our Lady
of Mercy Catholic
Church’s Facebook
page, via e-mail at
olompicnic@gmail.
com; or call 570-3364771.
Prince of Peace
Parish in Steelton,
take-out lamb dinner,
Aug. 15. Includes
roast lamb, potato
salad, cabbage and
noodles and bread or
a roll. Cost is $12 per
person. Order online
at http://www.tinyurl.
com/poplamb81520
or contact the parish
office at 717-985-1330.
Dinners may be picked
up at noon, 12:30 p.m.,
1 p.m., 1:30 p.m.,
2 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.
Indicate what time is
convenient for you, and
provide your e-mail
address and phone
number when ordering.
More NOTEBOOK,
page 18
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Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Parish in Elysburg’s annual
Lobster Fest, Aug. 29. Featuring
freshly delivered Maine lobsters.
Cost is $13 for a live lobster, $14
steamed, $22 for a dinner. Dinner
includes potatoes, corn on the cob
and cole slaw. Pulled pork dinners
for $10 include roll, bbq sauce,
potatoes, corn on the cob and cole
slaw. Pulled pork sold for $8 per
quart, cole slaw for $3 per pint.
Event is take-out only. Pick up
orders between 4 and 7 p.m. Gift
basket and prize raffle outdoors
Orders due Aug. 7; call 570-6722302 (Monday-Thursday 7:30-3
p.m.) order at www.qmhr.net.
York Catholic High School’s
Summer Open House, July 22,
from 6-7:30 p.m. Prospective
junior high and senior high
students and their families are
welcome to tour the school and
talk with faculty and staff. Social
distancing and mask protocols will
be observed. For more information,
contact York Catholic High School
at 717-846-8871, ext. 220.

Education & Enrichment

The Corpus Christi Men’s
Retreat, offered yearly to men of
the Diocese, will take place in an
online format on Saturday, Aug.
1, from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Father
Luis Rodriguez, pastor of Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg,
will lead the virtual retreat, which
will be offered free of charge.
Registration is available at https://
ccccmensretreat.weebly.com/.
To join in the live retreat on
Aug. 1, go to the Corpus Christi
Roman Catholic Church YouTube
Channel at https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCr75D8gIh_

SwtMLj2vmWiOQ/. Donations are
accepted to help defray the costs
of the retreat master’s honorarium
and technological equipment, and
can be mailed by check payable
to ‘Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat’
to 320 Philadelphia Avenue,
Chambersburg, PA 17201. For
more information about the retreat,
contact Keith R. Smith at 717-2633442, or corpuschristimensretreat@
yahoo.com.

Job Openings

St. Joan of Arc School in
Hershey is looking to hire the
following employees, due to
increasing enrollment and moving
into a new school building.
Clearances are needed for all
positions: sixth-grade Language
Arts teacher; seventh-grade middle
school Math teacher; preschool 3
teacher for five full days a week;
preschool 3 teacher for three half
days a week; part-time Spanish
teacher for grades 3-8; three
classroom aides Monday-Friday
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. for pre 3, pre 4
and middle school; support aide,
Monday-Friday as needed; afterschool care director, five days a
week from 3-6 p.m.; custodian for
Monday-Friday from 2:30-10:30
p.m.; and a cafeteria assistant for
Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Send résumé or questions to Sister
Eileen at sreileen@stjoanhershey.
org or call 717-533-2854, ext. 118.
Holy Name of Jesus Church
in Harrisburg is looking for a
skilled, full-time maintenance
person. Responsibilities include
cleaning, maintaining, inspecting
and reporting on the condition of
all parish buildings. The position
requires immediate response to
problems and emergency situations.
Interested candidates should send
their resumes to the HNJ parish

office, c/o Parish Manager; or
holynameofjesusparishharrisburg@
hbgdiocese.org. For more
information, call 717-652-4211.
St. Patrick School in Carlisle
seeks caregivers for afterschool extended day program,
CARES. This is a five-day, parttime position from 2-5:30 p.m.;
or Tuesday/Thursday position
from 2-5:30 p.m.; or Monday/
Wednesday/Friday position from
2-5:30 p.m. Workers should be
adaptable and willing to work
with children from ages 3-14. Pay
starts at $10 an hour, subject to
applicant’s experience. Tuition
discount is a possibility for those
with students at the school. Visit
www.spscarlisle.org or contact
Principal Antoinette Oliverio at
aoliverio@spscarlisle.org for
more information or to set up
an interview. Though it is not a
requirement to have a teacher’s
certification, it is necessary to
complete all Diocesan clearances,
including Act 34 (PA State Police
Background Clearance), Act
151 (PA Child Abuse History
Clearance), Act 126 (Child Abuse
Recognition and Reporting
Training) and FBI clearance.
St. Joseph School Extended
Day Program in Mechanicsburg
has an opening for a caregiver
2-3 afternoons per week from 2:155:30 p.m. Responsibilities include
playing with and helping children,
assisting children with homework,
helping to serve snack, cleaning
up after snack, and other duties as
required by the director. Applicants
will need to complete or submit
all necessary employee clearances
and background checks, along with
a valid driver’s license. E-mail
Linda Schneider at lschneider@
stjoesmech.org.

