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Parishes’ Creative Vacation Bible School
Methods Bring Families in on the Fun

By Jen Reed
this year that they wouldn’t
The Catholic Witness
be able to offer in-person
In parishes throughout
Vacation Bible School, many
the Diocese, summertime
opted to find innovative ways
means Vacation Bible
of making it available virtually
School.
to children and their families.
Religious educators,
At St. Joseph’s in York, for
parish staff and
example, core team families
volunteers spend months
mapped out a way to offer
planning out the annual
the BOLT program online for
week of activities, which
participants to complete at
attract children for arts
their own pace and schedule.
and crafts, songs and
Schlosser set up a website
snacks as they learn
with links to each day’s
about their faith.
program of activities. Through
Confirmation students
the online format, families
put on plays to act out
watched the program’s
Scripture passages
videos, pausing them when
for the children, and
guided to play a game,
musicians lead the kids
create a craft, or reflect on a
in songs and dances that
Scripture passage.
COURTESY OF ST. JOSEPH PARISH
often get them carried
“We’re meant to be social,
away. Lessons are
but right now we’re forced
Vacation Bible School at St. Joseph
designed to get the kids
Parish in York offered children lessons in at times to do some things
excited about their faith,
in front of a screen instead,”
origami as they learned about the faith.
and to gleefully express it.
Schlosser said. “We worked
“The power of Vacation Bible School is that
hard to have Vacation Bible School, because we
you’re reaching children who are just learning
didn’t want to lose the opportunity of reaching
their faith,” said Eric Schlosser, core team leader our kids. In these times, it’s important to think
for the program at St. Joseph Parish in York.
of creative ways to continue programs and
“Having the witness of teen and adult
ministries. Keeping the community aspect of our
volunteers on fire with the faith inspires the
faith is important. We have to keep our people
younger students. They see people they look up
connected.”
to being excited about praising God.”
More BIBLE SCHOOL, page 2
When it became apparent to parishes earlier
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At Mary, Mother of the Church
Parish in Mount Joy, Bill
Traphagen echoed the same
sentiments.
“We met in person in January
and February to plan VBS,
spread out the contents of the
program, and divvied up who
was going to take care of arts
and crafts, snacks and music.
Everybody was ready to go,
and then March hit. There was
some talk about canceling
Vacation Bible School, but then
the question came up: ‘What
if we offer to do it virtually
instead?’ We really wanted to
make this happen for the kids,”
said Traphagen, director of this
year’s program.

Mary, Mother of the Church
Parish opted to use the
Rocky Railway program, and
volunteers met weekly via
videoconference to plan how
they would offer it via Zoom.
Leading up to the start
of Vacation Bible School,
volunteers distributed bags with
craft supplies and small treats
to each of the 13 participating
families, with enough supplies
for every child.
As technology instructor
and STEM teacher at St. John
Neumann School in Lancaster,
Traphagen used his expertise
to connect participants via
Zoom for each session. He
also created short videos from
photos that families submitted
each day to celebrate parish
community.

Clergy Assignment
Announced

Bishop Ronald Gainer announces the
following change to clergy assignments:
• Father John M. Kuchinski to Chaplain
of York Catholic High School. Father
Kuchinski remains pastor of Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish, York. This change takes effect
August 29, 2020.
Every year, clergy assignments are made in
an effort to meet the needs of the parishes and

More BIBLE SCHOOL, page 3

to fulfill the mission of the Church. Priests are
selected for assignments based on a variety of
factors, including local needs, their skills and
experience, availability, and health, and in this
case, the needs of the religious order of which
the priest belongs.
Priests within the Diocese of Harrisburg
can be reassigned for a number of reasons,
including a request from the clergy member,
an opening due to a retirement or death, or a
clergy member has the skills and talents that
are considered a good match for a specific
ministry need.
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not just children.
“Usually what happens at Vacation Bible
School is, the kids ages five to seven go off
have, but what each person’s talents are.”
into a classroom for their sessions, the eight to
James Gontis, Diocesan Director of
eleven year olds do their thing, and then there
Evangelization and Catechesis, celebrated the
is a separate group for
efforts of those involved in
those up to age 14. With
Vacation Bible School. “Since
Zoom, we had everybody
mid-March and the difficulties
together, but everyone
presented by the COVID-19
managed well,” Traphagen
pandemic, they had to step
said.
up to the plate in ways that
“We have one family
nobody could have envisioned
with five children. Their
before. They have provided
older kids are 11, 12 and
exemplary leadership in
13. Only their youngest two
this extraordinary time by
participated in Vacation
COURTESY OF MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH
thinking of unique, and in
Bible School, but by the
A participant in Vacation Bible School
some cases, ingenious ways
at Mary, Mother of the Church Parish in end of the week, you could
to hand on the faith with
see the older kids getting
Mount Joy shows her craft project.
zeal, ardor and enthusiasm,”
involved,” he said.
he said. “The online VBS
The program’s music
programs provided through our parish catechists
and dance videos were a highlight of the week,
and catechetical leaders has just been one of
Traphagen said. Many photos submitted from
the many examples of their dedication to God’s
families showed parents dancing alongside their
children in our Diocese.”
children.
Schlosser and Traphagen said their parish
Activities in the program at St. Joseph’s in York
VBS programs this year brought an unexpected
included a game that challenged kids to wrap
element: the participation of entire households,
themselves in a towel and move like inch-worms
across the yard. Schlosser said a few dads got
involved themselves and turned the game into a
competition.
“It was well received,” Schlosser said of the
nearly 50 children that signed up. “Yes, in-person
is very much preferred, but we couldn’t let an
opportunity for VBS pass us by.”
Traphagen said continuing to offer programs
and activities requires some ingenuity, but it can
be done with enough volunteers willing to help.
“You have to find the strengths and interests
of your parishioners,” he said. “Yes, we’re in
a pandemic and we can’t do things as we’ve
normally done, but think about what you can offer
to make things the best they can be at this time.
To you, it might be a little thing, but when you
bring everyone together with their talents and
interests, it builds the programs and ultimately the
Church.”
Family members from St. Joseph Parish in York
enjoy Vacation Bible School activities together.
BIBLE SCHOOL
continued from 2
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Trinity Launches ‘Faith in our Future’ Campaign for
Enhancements to Educational Environment

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses the façade at Trinity High School in Camp
Hill on Aug. 17 for the school’s launch of a $8.5 million capital campaign for
upgrades to the facility.
By Jen Reed
The Catholic
Witness
Trinity High School
in Camp Hill is
embarking on a triad
of significant upgrades
to its educational
environment,
backed by a “Faith
in our Future” capital
campaign kicking off
this summer for the
$8.5 million project.
The campaign will
support renovations
to Trinity’s facilities, to
include a new façade
that will allow for
the installation of an
energy-efficient HVAC

system; a renovated
auditorium with
enhanced staging,
lighting, sound,
seating and flooring
to enhance liturgies,
assemblies and the
performing arts; and
the installation of
turf for use by more
than 200 studentathletes who play at
COBO Field.
The athletics
aspect of the
campaign will also
provide for new
bleachers in the
gymnasium for
enhanced safety
More TRINITY
page 5

Administrators and capital campaign committee members look at Trinity’s
classroom set-up, as the school plans for in-person classes this fall.

August 20, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 5
TRINITY
continued from 4
and accessibility.
In addition to the facility
upgrades, the campaign will
support Trinity’s one-to-one
Chromebook program, which
provides every student and
teacher with the device for
educational use. The program
began in the 2019-2020
academic year.
As part of the capital
campaign kick-off, Bishop
Ronald Gainer blessed
the school’s façade during
a ceremony attended by
administrators, campaign
committee members and other
supporters on Aug. 17.
John Cominsky, Trinity’s
principal, said the campaign
and renovations are a decade in
the making at Trinity, which was

founded in 1963.
“Trinity began discussions
for this campaign around 2010
and actually kicked of the
process with donors about two
years later. At that time, our
community recognized that
our campus facilities needed
renovation after nearly five
decades of use,” he said. “While
enrollment has held steady over
time, the amount of activities,
programs and athletic teams
associated with the school has
exploded over time, so the
school community knew that
it was the appropriate time to
renovate.”
Changes in leadership stalled
the effort until it was resumed
by the current administration
last spring, he said.
Donations to date have
enabled Trinity to establish
its one-to-one Chromebook

program. A portion of the façade
and the gym bleachers have
also been funded. Cominsky
said Trinity is committed to
complete the campaign within
five years.
“The projected cost of the
campaign is $8.5 million, with
$2.5 million already pledged
during the silent phase of the
effort. Trinity will conduct the
first large-scale mailing to
alumni and friends at the end of
the summer, and we have two
donor families willing to match a
total of $400,000 in the coming
months. Now is a terrific time to
join this campaign!” he said.
(Learn more about Trinity
High School and its “Faith in
our Future” campaign at www.
thsrocks.us/faith-in-our-future/
or call the school at 717-7611116.)

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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Readiness Workshop Acclimates Kindergarten Students
at St. Patrick School in Carlisle

By Lisa Maddux
Special to The Witness
At St. Patrick School
in Carlisle, kindergarten
teachers offered their annual
Kindergarten Readiness
Workshop in person, with
special modifications for public
health concerns.
Teachers Jessica Melphis
and Jolene Cramm have held
a class for rising kindergarten
students for several years. This
year, the preparation took on a
lot of added safety features and
discussion.
The students and teachers
practiced appropriate social
distancing (with the help of hula
hoops as their personalized
work stations) and wore masks.
Each child was provided with
their own set of materials.
In regular kindergarten
work, the students practiced
identifying letters and letter

Brooke Czarnecki
sits in her hula hoop
work station during a
readiness session.

sounds, as well as
identifying numbers and
counting.
“This has been an
overwhelmingly positive
experience for both
myself and the students,”
Melphis said. “We are all
so excited to be learning
together in person again,
even if it looks a lot
different than we’re used
to.”
Cramm agreed, saying,
“This week was about
more than just practicing
academic skills to prepare
students for kindergarten.
The children gained
confidence in themselves,
became comfortable
with their teachers and
COURTESY OF ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
new friends, and learned
Katie
Krebs, Brooke Czarnecki,
how to social distance in
and Gabriel Harlan practice social
school, wear masks, and
distancing and wearing masks.
still have fun.”
The teachers said the
according to Principal Antoinette
skills the students practiced
Oliverio.
will help them be successful in
“We believe it will be
kindergarten, but really they just
beneficial for our students and
enjoyed being together.
staff to return to instruction in
“Even six feet apart,
person. Our goal is to offer that
they were able to establish
in a safe, secure and supportive
friendships that will be there
environment,” Oliverio said.
on the first day of school,”
Staff has been working all
Melphis said. “The students
summer
on health and safety
even surprised me by not
complaining about wearing their protocol, staff and teacher
training and strategic planning.
masks. Thanks to the parents
Class sizes will be capped to
preparing them, they were able
to wear them for a longer period keep them at or below WHO
and CDC recommendations,
of time.”
St. Patrick School is planning Oliverio said.
(Lisa Maddux is the
to open in its physical building
Development Director at St.
and hold school in person five
Patrick School in Carlisle.)
days a week starting Aug. 24,
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Camp Offers Fun, Faith and Fellowship – Virtually

By Rachel Bryson, M.S.
God receives letters written to him and left under
The Catholic Witness
a camper’s pillow.
The location was different but the fellowship
“God loves each of us as if we were the only
and fun were the same during this year’s
person in the world. He certainly knows your
Diocesan camp for
prayers. I think it’s
people with disabilities.
beautiful that you are
Traditionally held
writing them down.
on the grounds of
And don’t worry if
Camp Kirchenwald
they (the letters)
in Lebanon County,
don’t disappear,” said
plans were changed
Bishop Gainer.
this year due to the
Toward the end
Covid-19 virus.
of his time with the
“The decision to
campers, Bishop
host a virtual camp
Gainer explained one
this year was all about
positive experience
sustaining our camp
we may be having
community’s bonds
during the pandemic
and relationships
is having the
while providing
RACHEL BRYSON, M.S., THE CATHOLIC WITNESS opportunity to spend
some escape from
more time with our
Participants in the virtual camp for people with
Covid’s impacts,”
families.
disabilities gather for a session with Bishop Ronald
said Lawrence
“With the pandemic,
Gainer as part of the week’s activities.
Kiley, director of the
we might be asking,
Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with
‘Where do I put my trust?’ This virus invites us to
Disabilities. “A core group of staff and volunteers
ask, ‘What do I really value?’ said Bishop Gainer.
decided we had to do something to connect
On Wednesday morning, the campers got
our camp families and friends. Basically, we all
bubbly by making Bubble Snakes during the
missed seeing our campers, and could not wait
craft session. Jeannette Crnkovick led the craft
for another year to pass. We all agreed that a
time, walking each camper through the process.
virtual opportunity to connect, at least for those
Giggles, laughter and bubbles abounded as the
able, would be very important, as it is with any
Bubble Snakes came to life. Thursday night,
other family during these trying times.”
campers and adult volunteers showed off their
Plans were quickly made to use technology
dance moves during the virtual dance party.
to host this year’s event, which kicked off on
“Our virtual camp means a lot to me, to our
Sunday, Aug. 9 with a sing-along. Monday
staff and to our campers. I feel it’s a testament
evening, Bishop Ronald Gainer joined the
to the strength of our Diocesan camp’s unique
campers for a time of faith sharing. On Tuesday,
bonds and friendships,” said Kiley. “We are a
campers enjoyed story time, and Wednesday
close camp family, and just like many families,
brought a craft and scavenger hunt. Thursday
we support and pray for each other, and we miss
was the ever-popular dance party, and Friday
each other during long separations. This virtual
evening was the talent show.
camp gives us the chance to overcome the
During his faith-sharing time with the campers, separation and isolation that Covid brings, and to
Bishop Gainer said that he always looks forward
spend some time with our ‘family’ while renewing
to camp week and is glad that everyone could
friendships and having some fun.”
still gather. The campers asked Bishop Gainer
Kiley added that while the camp staff and
several questions, including his thoughts on the
current unrest in Beirut and wanting to know if
More CAMP, page 13
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The Called

A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Father Matthew Cannon
Hometown: Lancaster, PA
Education: St. Leo the Great School in
Rohrerstown; Lancaster Catholic High
School; St. Vincent College in Labtrobe,
Pa.; St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in
Philadelphia; Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
in Emmitsburg, Md.
Current Assignment: Parochial vicar at
Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg
Tell me a little bit about your
childhood.
I’m the oldest of three boys. I
was born in Philadelphia and we
lived in New Jersey until I was
eight years old. Because of my
dad’s job, we got transferred to
Lancaster, and my family has
been in Lancaster ever since.
I went to St. Leo the Great
School and Lancaster Catholic.
I graduated in 2009 from
Lancaster Catholic. Growing
up, we would go to Mass on
Sundays. We would always pray
at meals. We weren’t an overly
religious family, but we were
always open with one another.
If anyone ever had a question
about the Catholic faith or about
God or Jesus, we could always
go to our parents and they would
openly talk to us about our faith.

become involved in campus
ministry. I was an altar server. I
was an Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion my senior
year at Lancaster Catholic, so I
was definitely getting involved
in my faith. But I would say, just
like many high schoolers, it was
school at the end of the day, as
long as I did well on the tests and
the papers.

an altar serving growing up,
and would always be amazed
about what the priest would
do. I thought it was the
coolest thing ever when the
priest gave his blessing at the
end of Mass. I started to bless
my classmates when I was
eight or nine. Now, looking
back, even at a young age I
think I was always amazed
at what the priest did. I didn’t
really understand what he
was doing – I knew the
Eucharist and everything –
but it was the fancy vestments
and him coming to the school
to things with us.

What did you do after
graduation from Lancaster
Catholic?
After high school, I went to
college for a year. I was still
discerning at that point, but I
felt that God was calling me
to be a teacher. I went to St.
Vincent College in Latrobe
for a year. I loved it. It was a
When did you start thinking
beautiful campus and a very
about becoming a priest?
nice school. I met some good
For me, it was when I was 10
people there and got involved
years old, back when I was in
in campus ministry. A group of
fifth grade. But for a long time,
us that lived together would
I wanted to be a lot of things. I
go to Mass every Sunday, and
wanted to be a meteorologist,
during that year it came full
I wanted to be a teacher, I
circle to me. I wasn’t entirely
wanted to work for ESPN on
sure at that time that I was
SportsCenter, I wanted to be a
called to be a priest, but I
broadcaster. But the priesthood
never left my mind. It was always knew that I had to discern
What did your Catholic school there in the back of my mind but I priesthood seriously. I knew
education mean to you?
was never really taking it seriously that for a fact.
I left St. Vincent after a
Going to Catholic school, as
until I got a little bit older.
year and entered St. Charles
most high schoolers looking
I don’t remember this, but my
Borromeo Seminary in
back, it was just like going to
teachers would tell my mom or
high school. Going every day,
my dad that whenever they would Philadelphia. I spent four
years there and graduated in
doing your work, hanging out
ask one of us to pray before
with friends. I was coming into
class, I would always be one of
More THE CALLED,
my own in my faith and I would
the kids to raise his hand. I was
page 9
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2014, and then got transferred
to Mount St. Mary’s in
Emmitsburg, where I did my
graduate work.
What was the discernment
process like for you after your
first year of college?
A big thing for me was the
Quo Vadis Days retreat. I
remember going there for the
first time when I was 13 or 14.
My mom told me to go because
she wanted to get me out of
the house for a week. She said,
“You’ll meet kids your own age,
you’ll be able to hang out with
them.” I think she saw that I was
really getting more involved in
my faith. What really helped
me with Quo Vadis Days was
– and I think a lot of young
men who have been on this
retreat share this in common
– I really got to see priests in
a light that I had never seen
before: playing sports, playing
board games, going outside
and playing Frisbee, going
on hikes. They were dressed
in athletic clothes or a T-shirt
and shorts, not wearing their
clerics. They weren’t always
praying, they weren’t always
reading their Bible, they weren’t
always saying Mass. That really
opened my eyes for the first
time, just to see that priests are
people. They have hobbies,
they like to do things, they have
friends, they go on trips. They
do things just like anybody else.
Obviously the biggest difference
is, you willingly give up and
sacrifice having a wife and kids.
Going into it, I thought that

when I became a priest I would
have to sacrifice everything:
I couldn’t be a Phillies fan
anymore, I couldn’t be an
Eagles fan anymore, I could
never dress down again. When
I was 12, 13, 14 years old,
that was always the thought in
my head. But Quo Vadis Days
really helped me, as well as
getting to know Father LaVoie,
who was the Vocations Director
at the time. Talking with him,
having meetings with him and
having conversations with him,
he was really big in helping
me take that next step into the
seminary.
When I was at St. Vincent’s,
Father Kyle Sahd was there
at the time. Because we lived
close – he’s from Columbia and
I’m from Lancaster – he would
drive me home on breaks.
For those three and four hour
trips, he and I would talk about
seminary, because he was a
year away from going to Rome
at that point. I had ideas that I
bounced off him and he came to
my house a few times.
Talk about your time at the
Mount and your experience
there.
The Mount, for me, and
being there at Quo Vadis Days,
I always remember just being
there and loving the feel of the
Mount, loving the area, loving
the aura as a whole. When the
time came for me to decide
where I really wanted to go for
graduate school, Father LaVoie
sat me down and said, “Matt,
where do you think would be
the best fit for you?” I said the
Mount. St. Charles was great,
but I think the Mount is what I

needed. I prayed about that,
and in God’s plan for me, I was
sent to the Mount.
For me, I think the Mount was
a special place just because
of the fraternity and having the
history behind it. We’ve had
great priests there. Msgr. Baker,
the rector, is a very good man.
He’s been just the kind of guy
you could sit down with and
talk to about anything. He was
very welcoming, very much a
fatherly-like figure.
I had really good experiences
with the different priests and my
brother seminarians that I lived
with. I just went on vacation
with a few of them from my
seminary class. That’s one
of the awesome things about
seminary, too, that even when
guys leave, I still have some of
my closest friends who are not
in the seminary, who are not
priests. You see that bond, that
fraternity.
I get that question a lot,
“What was it like being in
seminary?” It’s hard for me to
really put it into words. I can
say, “It was good here. This was
fun. There’s a lot of prayer.”
But I would say what always
amazed me were the bonds.
It’s something you experience
with one another, you and your
brothers, that no one else can
really experience. You can’t
really put it into words. Even
when you leave the seminary,
those bonds remain. Those
memories and experiences
are unique to you and your
brothers. I’m actually officiating
at the wedding of one of my
seminary friends next June.
More THE CALLED,
page 10
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You were ordained in June of 2019. Tell me
about your first year as a priest.
First and foremost, being able to offer Mass
every day has been top of the list. Being able
to offer and give the Eucharist has been a
blessing, but I think the word “blessing” is an
understatement. Being able to celebrate the
sacraments, Baptism, Confession; being with
people in the hospital and the Anointing of the
Sick. I got to be the celebrant of my brother’s
wedding in March, my brother Michael and my
sister Camilla.
Everything going on with COVID definitely
brought things to a screeching halt. We’ll tell
stories of this for years to come.
What has it been like to be a priest during the
pandemic?
Very fortunately, we were able to livestream
Mass every day in our chapel, so we could still
offer Mass for everyone. For me, personally, it
was a hard thing. When you’re called to be with
people and then you’re told you can’t be around
people, it’s very difficult. School ended early,
every event got cancelled, everything got put on
hold.
But when I look back on those two months,
just the simplicity of it all. Taking that time to help
myself grow. I had extra prayer time. I was able to
go out and exercise more, explore more things.
Getting out, going on walks, exploring different
things that I might not have been able to do if I
was in the middle of the busyness of springtime
in the school. Looking back, while it was difficult
and definitely a trial during that time, I really
appreciated the simplicity of it all.
Do you have a favorite part of your ministry
that you find rewarding?
Other than saying Mass every day and offering
the sacraments, I would say it’s going into the
school and spending time with the school kids. I
really make it a priority for myself to be present in
the school, spending time in the classrooms and
going to their different events, like their basketball
games, the fall festival they have here, trunk-ortreat. I’ve been very fortunate to be able to spend

time with the kids. It’s something I’ve always
enjoyed, even as a seminarian because I wanted
to be a teacher. I think that’s where the joyfulness
of going to the schools comes from. That
desire from within me years ago, God took and
elevated it to the priesthood. He told me, “Matt,
I don’t want you to lose the joy that you have
going into the schools and spending time with
the kids.” Through the grace of God, I haven’t.
Spending time with the kids has been awesome.
Working with youth is something that is essential
nowadays.
What do you enjoy in your free time?
I’m a huge sports fan. I’m a die-hard Phillies
fan and Eagles fan. I cried when the Eagles won
the Super Bowl in 2017. I was at the Mount and
saw it happen. I also like to work out. I like to go
on runs, and going to the gym.
I also like reading a good book. I’m a big crime
drama fan: Blue Bloods, Criminal Minds, Law and
Order, Unsolved Mysteries. Anything that deals
with mystery, deduction and intuition, I really like
watching. Probably my favorite TV show is Blue
Bloods.
I’m a big country music fan. I really started
listening to country when I was in seminary
because I had a friend who was a huge fan. He
introduced it to me and I’ve been hooked ever
since.
Tell me about your time at Holy Name and
what you’ve enjoyed here.
I did feel a little comfortable when I was
assigned here because I had been here before
as a summer seminarian. I was interacting with
Father Quinlan, getting used to the people and
going into the school a couple times when I was
here before, so I was somewhat familiar with the
church and somewhat familiar with the office.
It was a little bit daunting when I heard over
and over again, “You’re going to the parish in
the Diocese.” But the people here have been
so welcoming. They’ve just welcomed me with
open arms, and I can’t thank them enough for
that. When you’re a baby priest and newlyordained and you’ve left the seminary, it’s like
More THE CALLED,
page 11
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THE CALLED
continued from 10
the world has changed in an instant. You don’t
know what to expect. You kind of have a fear of
the unknown. But the people of God have been
so generous to me and I’ve met some very nice
people who I consider friends.
How do you prepare for your homilies?
The first thing I do is take the Gospel Reading
and I do Lectio Divina, a form of spiritual
meditation in which we go beyond what the text
says. I place myself in a particular scene. For
example, for the passage of the feeding of the
5,000, I pictured myself as a person in the crowd.
I’m number 4,872, a random person who decided
to come listen to Jesus.
I usually like to organize my homilies in three
points, and I state my three points at the very
beginning of the homily. I usually summarize last
week’s Gospel, introduce this week’s and then go
into my three points before giving an ending.
I also read commentaries, not necessarily
personal stories. A lot of it is just taking it and
doing the best that I can to relate it to people’s
lives and meet them where they’re at.
I do enjoy preparing homilies. It is a lot to
plan for, because they are week after week,
but when the time comes to preach it, you’re
thankful that you spent the time to preach it. I
feel very blessed to be in that position where I
can stand on the pulpit and give the homily to
the people.
Who are your favorite saints?
St. Matthew, first and foremost. St. Joseph,
for me, personifies not only the beauty of
fatherhood both biological and spiritual, but
he’s also a man everyone can look to. He
was given a seemingly impossible task, at
first glance, to be the role model and example
of earthly living to God. St. Joseph wasn’t
immaculately conceived, he wasn’t a divine
being. He was a normal, everyday guy chosen
to be betrothed to Mary, never expecting the
plan God had for him. He teaches us – not
just for a guy’s perspective but for everyone’s
perspective – that if God gives you something,
no matter how daunting it is or impossible

it may seem, you trust and have faith in His
plan. The role that St. Joseph had in Jesus’ life
growing up was so instrumental, because Jesus
saw just how much love and affection that Joseph
gave him, knowing that he wasn’t his real father.
Joseph loved him nonetheless and Jesus loved
Joseph nonetheless. The love that Joseph had
for Mary and Jesus is one that transcends, and
is something that we’re all called to in order to
elevate the love we have for God.
Is there anything else you would like to say?
I am very humbled and very blessed to have
been your priest for this past year, and am doing
things to the best of my ability so that God can
use me here at Holy Name of Jesus. If we ever
cross paths one day, I look forward to it. I am very
glad that God sent me here. I am so glad that He
gave me my start here at Holy Name, and I can’t
wait to see what comes next.
(Interview conducted by Chris Heisey, The
Catholic Witness.)

Ordination to the Diaconate
With praise and gratitude to Almighty God,
the Diocese of Harrisburg
joyfully announces the ordination of

WILLIAM T. BARBEE
AARON M. LYNCH
PETER K. RETTIG
NORBERT SURESH, M.SS.CC.
to the Order of Deacon

Through the imposition of hands and the
invocation of the Holy Spirit by His Excellency,
the Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer,
Bishop of Harrisburg

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020, 10:00 A.M.
SAINT PATRICK CATHEDRAL, HARRISBURG

Ticketed Event! Due to the ongoing and serious
nature of the Covid-19 Pandemic, seating will be
reserved for close family only. You are invited to
participate in the Ordination Mass through the
livestreaming on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
YouTube channel: youtube.com/hbgdiocese
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Sacredness of Silence
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness
When I was in college, I majored in special
education with a concentration in elementary
education and an undeclared minor in art. The
second year of my undergraduate work, we
students were farmed out to several education
facilities in the area.
Since I majored in special education, not only
was I required to have experience in a variety of
educational facilities that served special needs
students, I was also mandated to experience
alternative educational programs. Once such
program served students living in an emergency
shelter. These students, with their mothers,
escaped abusive home environments and were
living temporarily in the shelter until their moms
could establish themselves with housing and a
job.
As a student educator, my role was to assist all
school-age children with their academic studies.
The students went to a local public school and
came in the evening to the shelter to be with their
mothers. My role was that of “after school tutor.” I
would sit with a dozen or so students, help them
work on their homework and assist them with
anything that was needed.
When I first came to work in this manner,
there was a two-year-old Haitian child named
Moïse who escaped with his mom after his father
brutally beat her. She truly feared for her and
her son’s lives. When Moïse first saw me (at the
time I had waist-long blond hair in ringlets), he
pointed at me and screamed, “Famtun!” I looked
at his mom, who embarrassedly told me that the
word he called me meant “ghost” in Creole. She
explained that Moïse had never seen a person
with long blonde hair and blue eyes before.
I quickly learned that my ministry at this shelter
was not merely as an after school tutor but also
a sounding board for the battered women, a
playmate for the children who were below school
age, and a confidant for the older children that
I tutored. The women and children taught me
about the resilience of the human spirit and the
desire for a better life, one free from abuse.

Even Moïse taught
me something, and no,
not the Creole word for
ghost! You see, before my
time at the shelter was
over, I was playing on
the floor with one of the
children. Moïse snuck up
behind me and touched
my blond hair. I smiled
“Thoughts from a
as I let him play with it.
Catholic
Evangelist”
He was captivated by its
texture. He would pat it
and murmur things in Creole. I asked his mom
what was he saying and, with a huge smile, she
said, “Golden friend!” I knew then that in his eyes
I was safe.
I could not help thinking of this story as I
continue my series on listening. Kay Lindahl,
author of The Sacred Art of Listening: Forty
Reflections for Cultivating a Spiritual Practice,
reminds us that when we slow down and become
quiet, we can actually listen to others more
deeply. Doing this creates a sense of the sacred.
From this sacredness we can empathize and
understand what might be a completely foreign
experience. From this sacredness, we can
“profoundly relate to others, especially those
whose beliefs [and culture] are different from our
own.” 1
This is what, at least in part, has been the
“gift” of COVID-19: a discovery of the sacredness
of silence in the moment. From that sacred
silence, God has birthed within my heart graces
in abundance. How much I so wish that this
column had a chat component. I am sure that He
has gifted you with graces that have really been
“golden!”
Lindahl, Kay. The Sacred Art of Listening: Forty
Reflections for Cultivating a Spiritual Practice.
SkyLight Paths Pub., 2002. Pg. 68-70.
1

OBITUARIES
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The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by
their parishes. Please remember in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of
Mary:
Yvonne Staub

Chambersburg
Corpus Christi:
Virginia Saam    
Augusto “Gus” Siu

Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
Helen A. Pollard
William J. McElroy

Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Elizabeth Skundrich
Robin Ott                

Buchanan Valley
St. Ignatius Loyola:
Joan Dionne
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Ector Christie
Virginia Devlin
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
William Yorko

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Laverne W. Weaver
Mount Carmel
Our Lady of Mount
Carmel:
James Baloni
Marie Narcavage

New Freedom
Greencastle
St. John the Baptist:
St. Mark the Evangelist: Charles Carroll
Vi Szaflarski
Moulden
Armand Luke Hebert
Lancaster
Thomas J. Healy
Assumption BVM:
Steelton
Norma O’Connell
Prince of Peace:
J. Daniel Reiley
Joseph Labashousky
Manchester
York
Holy Infant:
St. Joseph:
Helen Krout
Joseph O’Donnell

CAMP, continued from 7
volunteers missed interacting with the campers
and their families in person, they are excited for
what the future holds using technology.
“I feel that this virtual camp week has laid a
foundation for more virtual sessions and events
to come in the future, during our camping
‘off-season.’ For a while, I had been hoping
to do more during our off-season period to
keep connected, and I think this week’s virtual
activities serve as a model for doing just that,”
said Kiley. “I also must recognize and thank all
our volunteers who have worked passionately
behind the scenes to bring our virtual camp to
life. We simply could not host this camp without
our dedicated volunteers, and I am truly grateful
for their time and their heart in serving our
awesome campers.”
To learn more about the disability ministries
in the Diocese, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
disabilities-ministries.

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following
clergy who died in August during
the past 25 years:
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Deacon John Rocco, 2002
Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Msgr. Francis Hudak, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012
Deacon Frank Eckman, 2012
Msgr. Thomas Smith, 2014
Father Kenneth Lawrence, 2017

Youth Protection Program

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll
free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call
the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection
Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@
hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,
llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de
Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor
a manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de
la iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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The Annual Assumption Tradition of Blessing the Sea

Catholic News Agency
For hundreds of years,
Catholic parishes in coastal
cities have participated in the
tradition of blessing the sea and
praying for the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin Mary on the
Feast of the Assumption.
While believers in landlocked
areas may be unfamiliar with
the practice, it is a longstanding
tradition that provides an
opportunity not only to pray for
safe travel at sea during the
coming year, but also to profess
one’s faith outside of church
walls, one priest told CNA.
“Obviously, the prayers
and blessings are good in
themselves … I think it’s [also]
a good reminder that there is
not simply a place for religion in
public, but there’s a hole that we
needed to fill and it helps make
us better people,” said Father
John Solomon, pastor at St.
Mary, Star of the Sea in Ocean
City, Maryland, which has taken
part in the tradition for more
than 20 years.
The tradition of blessing of
the sea dates back to 15th
century Italy and has since
become a custom in coastal
cities throughout Europe and
the United States.
According to the Trenton
Monitor, the custom is believed
to have begun when a bishop
traveled by sea during a storm
on the Feast of the Assumption.
The bishop then threw his
pastoral ring into the ocean and
calmed the waters.
Some parishes throw a
wreath of flowers into the sea
and or conduct the blessing
from a boat. Participants may

go swimming
Faithful gather on the beach at Ocean City,
afterward or
Md., during last summer’s blessing of the sea.
use bottles
to collect the
seawater.
Parishioners
at St. Mary,
Star of the
Sea typically
begin the
celebration
with a Mass
celebrated
COURTESY OF ST. MARY, STAR OF THE SEA
by the
bishop. This
the Sea, a medieval title that
is followed
emphasizes Mary’s role as a
by a procession to the local
“guiding star” for those pursuing
beach, where holy water is
Christ.
sprinkled into the ocean as the
“From pretty early times,
community prays.
there
was an understanding of
More than 60 people
asking for Mary’s intercession
gathered at the event last year,
as the Star of the Sea,” he
said Father Solomon, noting
stressed. “She is one of the
that it had been his first year
patrons of the ocean for keeping
at the parish and first year
us safe as we travel … it’s good
attending the event.
to know that there is one who is
“Then after the blessing, we
a mother that is trying to keep
also have a lot of international
us safe.”
students who work here in the
Father Solomon said the
summer … We’ll give them a
event
is also an opportunity
meal and just an opportunity for
them to come in and just relax.” to show the Catholic faith to
the local community. While
This year, because of
there may be a stereotype that
COVID-19 restrictions, the
religious people are simple or
parish omitted the Mass
unintelligent, the blessing of
and procession. Instead,
the sea is a public chance to
parishioners met on the beach,
practicing social distancing and express the faith and show that
people can have a devotion to
wearing masks.
Christ and his Church.
Father Solomon noted that
“These are people who are
travel by sea was a dangerous
leaders in the community, these
means of transportation,
are people who are business
especially hundreds of years
people, these are people,
ago. Even today, travel by sea
who, at the same time, have a
carries risks.
great love for Jesus. There’s
For this reason, the priest
something true about that and
said, it is fitting to pray for safe
something attractive as well.”
ocean travel to Mary Star of

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Spiritual Offerings

Good Shepherd Parish
in Camp Hill’s Mass of
Remembrance for all families
who have experienced the loss
of a child (through miscarriage,
abortion, stillbirth or early death),
on Sept. 16, at 7 p.m. in the
church. Take this opportunity to
remember your children, and to
name them if you have not. Those
who have not been given a name
can be listed with your last name,
such as “Baby Jones.” Names
will be brought to the altar to
be remembered by our parish
family. Names of children who
have been submitted in previous
years will be included in this
year’s remembrance. Submit your
child’s name for remembrance
by mailing to the Parish Office at
3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill, PA
17011 and marking the envelope
“Mass of Remembrance.” You
may also call Mrs. Geri Andregic
at 717-761-4789 or e-mail your
child’s name to andregicg@gmail.
com. Everyone is welcome to
attend this Mass.

Events &
Fundraisers

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic
Church in Harrisburg’s Drive
Thru Slavic Food Fest, Sept.
19 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., or until
sold out. Hot platters of halupki
(cabbage rolls), perohi, kielbasa,
and halushki for $12. There will
be no hot ala carte items. Frozen
foods will also be available. Nut
rolls with walnut, poppy seed or
apricot filling are $10. Frozen
perohi by the dozen with potato &
cheese, farmer cheese, cabbage,
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sauerkraut, prune or apple fillings
questions or comments, email
will be sold for $6. Smoked
sshaffer1@sjbnf.org.
kielbasa will be available in rings
Christ the King Church in
or sticks for $7. Quantities are
Benton is selling homemade
limited, the sale is on a first come, pierogies. Cost is $7 per dozen
first served basis, no orders will
or a bag of three-dozen for $20.
be taken. Church is located at
Call the parish office at 570-9255408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg,
6969 to order. Pick up Monday,
PA. Visit www.StAnnByz.org.
Thursday or Saturday mornings in
Morning Star’s first-ever
August.
30-minute Virtual Annual Life
York Catholic High School’s
Saving Banquet will be held
30th Annual Golf Tournament,
online September 3, at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 21 at the Out Door Country
This is Morning Star’s biggest
Club in York. Registration for this
fundraising event of the year
four-person scramble tournament
to support their life-affirming
starts at 7:30 a.m. with play
mission—to reach more abortion- beginning at 8 a.m. Cost is $100
vulnerable women in Central PA.
per person and includes greens
Hear a ministry update and client
fee, cart rental, refreshments
stories, plus they will share a big
on the course, lunch and prizes.
announcement! Register online at
Proceeds benefit the York Catholic
www.SupportMorningStar.com or Fund. Sponsorships are available.
call 717-920-0411.
Registration closes Sept. 11. For
Sacred Heart of Jesus School
more information or to register,
in Lancaster’s virtual “Recess:
contact Laurie Moir at 717-846At Home,” Greek take-out dinner 8871 or lmoir@yorkcatholic.org.
(Pastitso, lasagna, baklava) will
Resurrection Catholic School
be available for pick-up on Aug.
in Lancaster will hold its
28. Tickets must be purchased in
annual Golf Outing on Sept. 15
advance. A virtual silent auction
at Meadia Heights Golf Course
opens Aug. 28 and ends Aug.
in Lancaster. For information
29. To order tickets and view
on registering as a foursome,
the auction items, visit https://
or to become a sponsor, contact
www.accelevents.com/e/
Amanda Lyda at 717-475-6330.
sacredheartschool.
The 37th Annual Hispanic
St. John the Baptist School
Cultural Festival: Takein New Freedom, Food Truck
Out Edition, Aug. 31-Sept.
Fundraisers, Aug. 24 and Sept.
5 at San Juan Bautista Parish
16 from 4-7:30 p.m. Events
in Lancaster. With COVID
support the school. Bring your
regulations in place, San Juan
lawn chair or blanket to sit and
Bautista will offer a modified
relax while enjoying your food.
festival, with food served to go
Follow the Food Truck Fundraiser and music livestreamed online.
event on Facebook to get the most Festival culminates at 10 p.m.
up to date information as to what
Saturday with a Grand Raffle
food trucks will be in attendance.
of three large cash prizes of
For your safety, CDC, state and
$5,000, $4,000 and $3,000.
local guidelines will be followed
More NOTEBOOK,
by patrons and vendors. For any
page 16
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NOTEBOOK, continued from 15 Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover.
All young adults in their 20s and
Traditional Hispanic cuisine
30s, married or single, Catholic or
includes empanadas, chorizo con
non-Catholic are welcome to join
arepa and gaseosa colombiana
in this event. No RSVP required.
from Colombia; pinchos, pasteles
Theology on Tap is a Young
and alcapurrias from Puerto
Adult Ministry and evangelization
Rico; and burritos, fajitas,
outreach of the Diocese of
tacos, tamales and enchiladas
Harrisburg.
from the Mexican community.
Upcoming Women of Grace
Entertainment to be announced.
studies and events. Join us for this
For more information, visit www.
virtual event as we explore, “The
LancasterHispanicFestival.com.
Rosary: Your Weapon for Spiritual
The annual Buchanan Valley
Warfare” by Johnnette Benkovic
Picnic, hosted by St. Ignatius
Williams and Thomas Sullivan.
Parish, is canceled for this year.
This 10 session book study/review
The parish plans to resume the
will be Saturday mornings from
event in 2021.
Sept. 12 through Nov. 21, through
Autumn-Fest 2020. The
audio conferencing or Zoom.
Carlisle Area Family Life Center,
Participants will explore why the
Carlisle’s only pro-life pregnancy
Rosary is the perfect defense for
and family resource center, will
our current times. Books should be
hold their annual Autumn-Fest on
ordered by Aug. 24. Contact Chris
Friday, Sept. 18 from 6-9 p.m.,
Arnold at carnold@womenofgrace.
at the pavilion behind the LeTort
com or 717-379-6041.
View Community Center on the
“Surviving Divorce: Hope
Carlisle Barracks. Enjoy a pulled
and Healing for the Catholic
pork dinner, listen to the Bluestone Family” ministry will be offered
Bluegrass Band and practice social at Good Shepherd Parish in Camp
distancing under the stars. Silent
Hill. Sessions are Tuesdays from
and live auctions. Tickets are $35
6:30-8 p.m., beginning Sept. 1. The
each and available at CAFLC or by ministry offers hope and healing
calling 717-243-6544. Ticket price to those who have experienced
includes dinner and two drinks.
the pain and loneliness of a
Tickets must be purchased by Aug. broken marriage. It features 12
31 for planning purposes.
video presentations that cover
Education &
topics such as shock and grief,
anger and forgiveness, money
Enrichment
issues, dealing with children and
York Theology on Tap will
a former spouse, and annulment
meet Sept. 22 at The First Post,
and remarriage. This program
3691 E. Market St., York at 7 p.m.
The topic for this event is “Trusting is for the newly separated and
divorced and those still struggling
Providence in a Coronavirus
with issues many years later.
Pandemic.” Speaker is Warren
Through presentations and personal
Herman, director of St. Michael
testimonies, participants are able
Ministries for Spiritual Deception
to find answers to their questions,
Education, and facilitator of the
restore their hope, and begin
group, From New Age to True
authentic healing. For information
Faith. He is a member of St.

and registration, contact Deb at
dsalldin@thegoodshep.org or 717761-1167.
St. John the Baptist in New
Freedom is hosting a 12-week
Surviving Divorce program
which brings hope and healing
to those who have experienced a
broken marriage. It includes 12
video presentations featuring a
psychologist, priests and personal
testimonies from Catholic men
and women. Topics covered
include shock and grief, anger
and forgiveness, money issues,
dealing with children and a
former spouse, and annulment and
remarriage. Program is based on
the teachings of the Church and is
open to anyone who needs comfort,
counsel and clarity after separation
or divorce. For information, visit
http://www.catholicsdivorce.com.
The program begins Sept. 9 at
6:45 p.m., and will take place via
Zoom meetings. A $25 fee includes
the Surviving Divorce Personal
Guide and all program materials.
Register by Sept. 1 by contacting
facilitators Deb Cousin at deb.
cousin@verizon.net or Pat Smith at
dontel972@aol.com.

Job Openings

St. Joseph Parish in
Mechanicsburg is seeking a
Communication and Social
Media Coordinator. This will
be a new position on our parish
staff. The primary responsibilities
include providing strategic
communications and marketing
direction for the parish and
managing our communication
through multiple platforms to
include social media. Interested
candidates can call the Parish
Office at 717-766-9433 for a copy
More NOTEBOOK, page 17

NOTEBOOK, continued from 16
of the job description, and are
asked to send a letter of interest
and current résumé via email to:
adultformation@stjosephmech.org,
or drop your letter of interest and
résumé at the parish office or mail
them to St. Joseph Catholic Church
Parish Office, 410 East Simpson
Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055,
Attn: Parish Manager, by Aug. 28.
Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament has an opening for a
part-time Maintenance person
for the church and rectory. Please
contact Trish at olbsfinance@
gmail.com or call the rectory at
717-233-1014, ext. 102, for more
information.
St. Joseph School in York is
seeking a nurse and a primary
classroom aide. Part-time
nursing position is throughout
the 10-month school year,
keeping our students safe and
healthy. Requires a mature,
professional, committed individual,
with excellent communication,
organizational and interpersonal
skills who is a practicing Catholic,
with a background in the health
care field as an R.N. or degree in
nursing. Contact Mrs. Corrinne
A. Eck at 717-755-1797 or eck@
sjy.org, for additional information
or to submit résumé. Ten-month
classroom aide position will
supervise and support students in
non-instructional areas such as
student lunch programs, car line
duty, actively monitoring recess,
and transitions between classes;
regularly assist with student health
and safety protocol; provide
support to homeroom teachers
to include assigned clerical
duties, making copies, changing
bulletin boards, etc.; and serve in
a substitute role when necessary.

August 20, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 17
Send a letter of interest with a
office, c/o Parish Manager; or
résumé to Mrs. Corrinne A. Eck,
holynameofjesusparishharrisburg@
Principal at 2945 Kingston Rd.,
hbgdiocese.org. For more
York, PA 17404 or eck@sjy.org or
information, call 717-652-4211.
call 717-755-1797 for information.
St. Patrick School in Carlisle
York Catholic High School
seeks caregivers for afteris seeking a Social Studies
school extended day program,
teacher. Ten-month position
CARES. This is a five-day, partavailable immediately, grades
time position from 2-5:30 p.m.;
7-12. Certification and related
or Tuesday/Thursday position
Bachelor Degree in appropriate
from 2-5:30 p.m.; or Monday/
major required. State and federal
Wednesday/Friday position from
clearances required. Send resume,
2-5:30 p.m. Workers should be
certification, Diocesan application, adaptable and willing to work
a copy of state and federal
with children from ages 3-14. Pay
clearances, and letter of interest to
starts at $10 an hour, subject to
Kathy Hand, Director of Studies,
applicant’s experience. Tuition
York Catholic High School, 601
discount is a possibility for those
East Springettsbury Avenue, York,
with students at the school. Visit
PA 17403 or khand@yorkcatholic.
www.spscarlisle.org or contact
org or call 717-846-8871, ext. 313
Principal Antoinette Oliverio at
for additional information.
aoliverio@spscarlisle.org for
St. Joan of Arc School in
more information or to set up
Hershey is looking to hire the
an interview. Though it is not a
following employees, due to
requirement to have a teacher’s
increasing enrollment and moving
certification, it is necessary to
into a new school building.
complete all Diocesan clearances,
Clearances are needed for all
including Act 34 (PA State Police
positions: three classroom aides
Background Clearance), Act
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 151 (PA Child Abuse History
for pre 3, pre 4 and middle school;
Clearance), Act 126 (Child Abuse
support aide, Monday-Friday as
Recognition and Reporting
needed; after-school care director,
Training) and FBI clearance.
five days a week from 3-6 p.m.;
St. Joseph School Extended
and a custodian for Monday-Friday Day Program in Mechanicsburg
from 2:30-10:30 p.m. Send résumé has an opening for a caregiver
or questions to Sister Eileen at
2-3 afternoons per week from 2:15sreileen@stjoanhershey.org or call
5:30 p.m. Responsibilities include
717-533-2854, ext. 118.
playing with and helping children,
Holy Name of Jesus Church
assisting children with homework,
in Harrisburg is looking for a
helping to serve snack, cleaning
skilled, full-time maintenance
up after snack, and other duties as
person. Responsibilities include
required by the director. Applicants
cleaning, maintaining, inspecting
will need to complete or submit
and reporting on the condition of
(done within the past 12 months)
all parish buildings. The position
all necessary employee clearances
requires immediate response to
and background checks, along with
problems and emergency situations. a valid driver’s license. E-mail
Interested candidates should send
Linda Schneider at lschneider@
their resumes to the HNJ parish
stjoesmech.org.

