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DIOCESAN NEWS

Survey Seeks Feedback to Determine Future of The Witness
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Your voice is needed to help determine
where The Catholic Witness goes in the
future.
We’ve produced this special print edition to
distribute a readership survey, the responses
of which will assist us in planning the newspaper’s path forward.
The survey can be completed in its hardcopy format below. Readers with access to the
internet are highly encouraged to complete the
survey online at p
ey g o e e
og a e
ey a p
ey
to help expedite responses.

For 54 years, The Catholic Witness has
been privileged to connect you with the news
from parishes, Catholic schools, Charities and
Diocesan programs. On May 11 of this year,
the newspaper suspended its print editions
and transitioned to an all-digital format. In
these past few months, it has continued to
share news, features, photos and columns
many that celebrate a lively Diocesan Church
and the efforts that its offices, parishes and
schools have undertaken to continue to minister during the pandemic.
Your voice is vital to the planning process
for the future of The Catholic Witness. Please
take a few moments and complete the survey.

You must be over the age of 18 to participate.
Once completed, return your survey to:
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uestions should be addressed to Rachel
Bryson, Executive Director of Public Relations,
at rbryson hbgdiocese.org or (717) 657-4804
ext. 235.
We hope you enjoy this special edition of
The Catholic Witness, and we look forward to
receiving your response to the survey. We value your opinion and feedback, and we thank
you for your continued interest and support.
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Witness…
a. In print form
b. In digital email form
c. In print and digital form
d. I do not wish to receive the
publication

The Catholic Witness…
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a app y
a. Improves my understanding
about the mission and
teachings of the Church.
b. Gives me a greater sense of
unity with other Catholics in the
local area.
c. Helps me to explain my Catholic
faith to family friends.
d. Provides me with news
information about the Church.
e. Makes me more interested in
spiritual growth development.
f. Increases my awareness
of programs offered by the
Diocese parishes.
g. Makes me more active in my
parish.
h. None of the above
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The Catholic Witness (Please do
not send any money at this time.)
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d. Free only
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a. Facebook
b. Twitter
c. Instagram
d. YouTube
e. Snapchat
f. LinkedIn
g. TikTok
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Diocesan Event Celebrates Life and Legacy of Venerable
Augustine Tolton, First African-American Priest

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A virtual presentation via Zoom highlights the life and legacy of
Venerable Augustine Tolton.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

“In this Church, we do not
have to fight for our rights
because we are black.
She had colored saints:
Augustine, Benedict the
Moor, Monica. The Church
is broad and liberal. She is
the Church for our people.”
Father Augustine Tolton,
the first African-American
priest, delivered these
words at the First Black
Catholic Congress in Washington, D.C., in 1889.
The words are as relevant
today as they were then,
said the presenters of a
Zoom session the Diocese
hosted July 31 to promote
Venerable Tolton’s cause
for canonization and a film
about his life and legacy.
The virtual event, sponsored by the Diocesan
Office of Multicultural
Ministries, began with a
screening of the short film
“Across,” which illustrates
his early life as a slave
and his family’s harrowing
escape to freedom. Following the movie, writer/
director Christopher Foley
and Bishop Joseph Perry,
postulator of the cause for
the canonization, offered
a presentation about his
childhood, seminary experience and priesthood.
Augustine Tolton studied
as a seminarian in Rome,
due to the rejection of
seminaries in the United
States based on the color
of his skin. Ordained in

1886, Father Tolton was
beloved by parishioners,
many of whom lived in poverty and lacked education.
Yet, he was again met
with hostility, including
from white priests.
“Racism wasn’t just in
the south,” Foley said.
“This is why I think Tolton’s
story is a key one to tell
today. He was a man of
peace, and did not return
hatred for hatred. His goal
was to save souls, and he
knew he wouldn’t be able
to do that with hatred.”
In Chicago, Father Tolton
led the development and
construction of St. Monica’s Catholic Church in
Chicago as a black “National Parish Church.” He
died before he could finish
the church, succumbing
to heat stroke on July 8,
1897. He was 43.
On June 12, 2019, Pope
Francis authorized the
promulgation of a “Decree
of Heroic Virtue,” advancing the cause of Servant
of God Augustine Tolton
and granting him the title
“Venerable.” The next
stage in the cause would
be beatification, prior to
canonization.
Bishop Perry remarked
that Father Tolton “certainly is a patron saint for
our times and obviously an
inspiration for the social
unrest that presently has
captured our nation. I think
he would see that much
has changed, but at the

same time there is a lot
going on that seems to
echo some of his experiences. I believe the film
can do much to advance
his cause, and do much by
way of evangelization for
the Church.”
Mary King-Linares of St.
Joseph Parish in Lancaster
said she registered for the
movie screening and presentation because she was
“very interested in seeing how they would portray
the life of Father Tolton.”
“Being privileged to have
Blessed Sacrament Sisters
for teachers, I was familiar with him and eager to
see how his story would
be shared,” she said. “I
believe the film is timely. I
would like to see more on
the rest of his life, including how he had to go to
Rome to study for the
priesthood due to racism
in the United States.”
Mary Catherine
Smith, of St. Mark
the Evangelist Parish in Greencastle,
said she first
learned of Father
Tolton after reading
a biography that a
priest had shared
with her.
“The film was
powerful and kept
me on the edge of
my seat. It felt like
we were very present with watching
what he and the
family were going
through and enduring,” she said. “It is
never easy seeing
individuals suffer at
the hands of others
or even enduring
personally. The film
reminded me to
pray for his intercessions to help
end racism and
hatred.”
“The compelling
portrayal revealed
his steadfastness
in prayer to get
through difficulties,
challenges and obstacles. His love for

God helped him to persevere through those difficult
moments. That resonated
with me,” Smith said.
She said the film and presentation offered lessons
on perseverance.
“Augustine had a tremendous amount of trust
in God. God saw a priest
in (young) Gus Tolton, and
even though he was persecuted and rejected severely, God led him to those
who would eventually accept him,” she remarked.
“Sufferings didn’t go away
even after he became a
priest, but he still kept his
faith in God.”
As Venerable Tolton’s
cause of canonization continues and plans remain
for a full-length feature
film, Foley hopes the
story of the priest’s life and
legacy endure.
“Father Tolton’s legacy is
unfinished,” he remarked.
“Key on
page 7”

“He is very much remembered in the black community, and now his story is
starting to gain a wider audience since being named
Venerable last year. His
philosophy was that the
best place for all people
was the Catholic Church.
He wanted to see other
blacks convert to Catholicism, but that still has not
come to fruition. Less than
5% of African Americans
are Catholic. One of the
reasons I want to complete
this movie and why we
want to see him canonized
is that he’ll be lifted as a
beacon to the black community.”
Read more about Venerable Augustine Tolton and
the cause for canonization
at https://
tolton.archchicago.org/.
Learn more about the
movie “Across” at
www.acrossmovie.com.
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Protocols and Enhancements in Play
as Student-Athletes Return to Sports
groups
and
Bishop McDevitt Cross Country Coach Dan McGinnis
gathering
takes the temperature of senior J.P. Katzenmoyer prior
to a workout session.
information for
contact
tracing.
“What
we can
control
right now
is a safe
environment
for our
kids to
come on
to campus, be
around
each other, have
some camaraderie, work hard
staff and the community famifor their sport, and leave safely,”
lies,” said Tommy Mealy, athletic
Mealy said. “We’re also encouragdirector at Bishop McDevitt High
School in Harrisburg. The home of ing our kids to watch what they’re
the Crusaders began welcoming a doing when they’re off campus.
We want them to be diligent and
dozen teams back to campus on
understanding of how COVID is
July 6 for voluntary workout sesspread, because whatever they’re
sions.
doing can ultimately come back to
Long before summer sessions
our campus. We want them to be
got underway, athletic directors
safe, not sorry.”
at each of the Diocese’s six high
In late July, the PIAA released a
schools poured their efforts into
“Return to Competition” document
developing “return-to-play” guidelines and protocols in response to with protocols on fall sports as
teams look with cautious optimism
the pandemic.
The high points of each school’s to the start of the fall season. The
statewide organization, however,
detailed strategies which can
has placed responsibility on the
be found on their respective
schools to put their own day-to-day
websites include wearing face
masks, conducting health screen- measures into place.
“We have a good network of
ings and taking temperatures at
athletic
directors in the Diocese,”
arrival, maintaining social distancMealy said. “We’re in touch and
ing guidelines, routine cleaning
bouncing ideas off of one anof e uipment, working in small
other all year long. Each
school’s return-to-play
guidelines are pretty
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

As teams return to their fields,
courts and tracks for summer
workouts and the official start of
practice in a few weeks, the safety
of student-athletes is the ultimate
goal.
Diocesan high school administrators, athletic directors and
coaches welcomed hundreds of
student-athletes back to campus
in June and July, and they did
so with well-defined protocols to
safely resume athletics.
In a recent interview with several
high school athletic directors, The
Catholic Witness learned about
the schools’ safety measures for
returning to sports, and how students are responding.
“Our absolute, number one priority is the health and safety of our
student-athletes, the coaching

similar. There was sharing of
ideas, but we each developed our
own.”
“We’re stressing safety constantly to the students,” said Rich
Hinnenkamp, athletic director at
Lancaster Catholic High School.
“They understand that our mission
as administrators, ADs and coaches is about them. As a Catholic
school, the mission is about our
students.”
By all accounts, student-athletes
are following the protocols and
taking the guidelines seriously.
“They’re all excited just to be
back on the field. Because of
the shut-down in March and not
having a clear-cut ending to the
school year, these kids are anxious to come back. They’re willing
to wear masks, to stand six feet
apart, to have only one or two
people in the bathroom at a time,”
said Kevin Bankos, athletic director at York Catholic High School.
The athletic directors said
they’re also using this time as an
opportunity to re-inforce the value
of charity, sacrifice and responsibility for others.
“It’s important that we all take
steps to protect each other,” said
Hinnenkamp. “We can’t be callous
about it. The examples we set as
educators should be the right example. We’re continuing to stress
what’s important and to protect
each other as much as we can.”
“The message we’re sending is,
make no assumption that nobody
is at risk,” said Bankos. “You don’t
know the situation of a grandparent living with a student at home
or a brother or sister that has asthma. You can’t make the assumption that your world is normal, and
so is everyone else’s.”
Some of the recent enhancements made by the high schools
include anti-static backpack
sprayers, hand-held foggers and a
Clorox 360 machine all of which
More
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Seth Garbanzos, a senior at Bishop
McDevitt, answers uestions about
any current COVID symptoms as he
signs in for a cross country workout.

Emily Loney demonstrates her stick
handling skills.
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Lancaster Catholic Field Hockey Coach
Abigail Henry, right, takes temperatures
as team members arrive for voluntary
workouts.

Senior Lea Fritz does some stick-work
at a field hockey workout.

Continued From
can uickly and effectively sanitize
classrooms, the gymnasium, lockers and e uipment.
At Lancaster Catholic, return-toplay measures also focused on
injury prevention as part of students’ physical health.
When Hinnenkamp began developing the schools’ return-to-sports
plan in May, he and Pete Anderson, health and physical education
teacher, were concerned about
the physical shape of student-athletes who might not have been as
active as usual in the spring. They
offered a three-week camp in June
with newly-purchased e uipment
designed for hip mobility, core
strengthening and short speed
training.
More than 260 student-athletes
attended the sessions.
“We knew that if we didn’t do
anything to help them return
to workouts and practices, we
were going to see ACL tears, shin
splints, hamstring injuries, and
other problems,” Hinnenkamp
said. “We did short hurdle work,
band exercise, lightweight kettle
work, things that help with the
core, hip and conditioning. We
could see there was a definite
improvement in their mobility, and
we felt confident as they began
their own work with their respective teams. We bought e uipment
specifically for this, to help ensure
the safety of our kids in this way
too. It will be something that we’ll
do every year from now on.”
As teams prepare to begin
practice, there will likely be some
uncertainty about whether the upcoming season will begin and how
long it might last. What is certain
is that protocols will continue to be

in place and student-athlete safety
will remain the top priority.
“We’re looking at things as just
being fortunate to be on school
campus and getting back together
in some capacity. Seeing the students’ faces and dialoguing with
them in ways we hadn’t been able
to since March is a big victory in
itself. It’s great to be around them
and see them happy and socializing,” Mealy said. “We’re hoping

for some optimism here in the fall.
We’re just working to control what
we can to keep them safe.”
The athletic directors said there

is a level of cautious optimism as
the fall sports season approaches,
and expressed confidence in the
protocols in place.
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A series of profiles on clergy and religious
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o e o n Allentown, Pa.
a on Whitehall public
schools Millersville University
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe,
Pa.
en
gn en Pastor of
St. Joseph Parish in Danville
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I grew up in Allentown. I was
baptized at Immaculate Conception Parish, which, interestingly
enough, St. Joseph’s took a parish
pilgrimage there in December on
the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It was neat to go back and
have Mass for the first time there.
I grew up in the city with my
mom, my dad, a younger sister
and a younger brother. My mom
was a cradle Catholic. My dad was
a convert to the faith. He grew
up Episcopalian. I got into doing
genealogy for my family history.
When I got to my dad’s side of the
family, the Marcoes, I saw that
when Pierre Marcoux was emigrating from France to uebec,
he was supposedly going to enter
the seminary. He came as what
we’d call an indentured servant,
so he had to pay back the trip. He
loses his vocation in all of that,
gets married, has a family and
eventually emigrates to Wisconsin. A couple of generations later,
they became Protestant through
marriage, then they moved to
Camden, N.J., where my dad was
born. When I was in high school,
he became Catholic. It was about
a 450-year cycle from Pierre supposedly to enter the seminary and
becoming a priest to me actually
doing that. God’s timing not our
timing.
I went to Catholic school for
kindergarten and first grade, and
then we moved out of the city to
Whitehall. Then I went to public
school. I graduated from Whitehall
and went to Millersville, and that’s
what brought me into the Diocese
of Harrisburg. I studied meteorology at Millersville and got my
degree. Ever since I was in sixth
grade, I wanted to be a meteorologist. When I would get in trouble

as a kid, my parents knew the way
to get to me was to take away the
Weather Channel.
Meteorology involves tons of
calculus and physics. I enjoyed it,
and excelled in it. I thought it was
what I was going to do for the rest
of my life.
en
yo
a
n ng
a o
e p e oo
I got to my junior year at Millersville, and something was
unsettling. I just wasn’t sure if
meteorology was what I wanted to
do anymore, which totally rocked
my world. I started brainstorming
and came up with a list of different things. I thought maybe I’d
just deal with it and go with the
career anyway. I applied to grad
schools and got accepted to four
of them. I thought maybe I’d just
get a job and go to an internship
I had lined up in Huntsville, Ala.
Then I thought maybe I’d go to
culinary school and be a chef, or
get a teacher certification to teach
Earth Science. I was dating a girl
at the time and thought maybe I’d
get married.
I was involved in the Catholic
Campus Ministry at Millersville.
The first year, the campus minister was Father Bill Forrey, and the
last three was Father Dan Powell.
I grew in my faith and I thought,
“I’m just going to ask God which
of these options he wanted me to
do.” I sat in prayer and listened,
and one day, the thought was,
“What about being a priest ” I
literally laughed out loud because
it caught me so off guard. I dismissed it for a little bit because it
was so out of the blue, but when
I would come back to prayer the
thought just kept coming back.
I knew I needed to talk to somebody about it, so I talked with
Father Dan. He listened a lot and
helped me re ect what he was

E AI
hearing. By that point, it was time
for summer break and my internship in Huntsville. I couldn’t afford
rent, so I wrote to all the Catholic
parishes in Huntsville asking for
spare rooms for a lodger. One of
them got back to me, St. Joseph’s,
the African-American parish. I
went to live with two parishioners,
Ron and Mary Jean. Mary Jean
knew that I had a vocation. We
never talked about it, but she had
this sense. At one point, she called
Father Powell and said, “I think
you need to keep your eye on Tim
he has a vocation to be a priest.”
The summer went on, and we
became good friends, and they
came up for my ordination in
2007. He taught me all about the
south, sweet tea and fried okra. At
the end of the summer, they gave
me my rent money back and said,
“Someday, you’re going to meet
someone who needs this more
than you.” I have had the chance
to give it back to others.
God’s hand was clearly in all
of that, because Mary Jean had
that sense that I had a vocation.
I was away from everything that
was familiar, and I had space to
be open to whatever God wanted.
I came back to Millersville and
decided I was going to go for it. I
talked to the vocations directors
in Allentown and Harrisburg and
got a sense where God wanted
me. When I was ordained, I was
the only one for Harrisburg, and Allentown had one. God wanted the
score 1-1, not 2-0.
a e na y e e yo a
gne o
Bishop Dattilo asked me where
I wanted to go the seminary, and
I asked where we had the most
seminarians. At the time, it was
St. Vincent’s in Latrobe. I went
there for six years and I loved it.
The Benedictines there had a very
holistic approach to formation.
a e e o e o yo ea y
gn en n e o e e
St. Joe’s in Hanover was my first
assignment. Father Gotwalt was
a great first pastor. I did Hispanic
ministry for my four years that
I was there. I enjoyed learning
a new language Bishop Dattilo
and Bishop Rhoades sent me to
Mexico for two summers. Learning
the Hispanic culture was almost
like learning how to be a priest in
two different cultures. My last two
years there, I was chaplain at York
Catholic.
Then I went to campus ministry at Bloomsburg University and
administrator of Christ the King
a

in Benton. I loved that, loved the
parish. It functioned more like a
big family than it did a little parish.
It was very life-giving and had a
lot of fruitful ministry. The campus
ministry I enjoyed. One of my students there from the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia was just ordained
a priest last month. We had a lot
of discussions about discernment,
so it came full circle. When the
college students are away from
home, you’re kind of the fatherfigure. So there is spiritual growth
and emotional growth.
e e an a pe o
n y
a yo en oy o
That probably came in Abbottstown, at Immaculate Heart of
Mary. All of my assignments were
hard to leave, but that parish was
probably the hardest to leave. I
was there five years as pastor,
and found what became particularly rewarding in priestly ministry.
It’s providing the foundation and
doing the work to provide the soil
conditions so that the tree can
bear good fruit. Seeing people
through an evangelization process
that was very intentional and took
off at that parish was probably the
most rewarding thing. I saw people
go from being average, lukewarm
Catholics to being on fire and devoted to the faith.
There’s also a relationship that
forms, getting to know people on a
personal level, not just on a functional level. That helps ministry
take off even more, because you
get to dive deeper into people’s
lives.
e
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I’ve really enjoyed this experience in the 13 months that I’ve
been here. This experience has really stretched me to develop parts
of my personality and skills to help
me become a well-rounded person
administratively. Congealing staff
and others to have a shared mission has been part of the experience. I like it here very much. It’s a
great parish and I’m very happy to
be here.
a
e o n e
ng a pan e
I consider myself creative by
nature, and this has given a lot
of fodder for creative opportunity.
I’d never dabbled in YouTube and
just recently learned how to do
that with teachings, novenas, and
prayer resources. We’ve used
Facebook and our website for creative implementation of Mass.
More
page 7
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Stop and Hear the
Whisper of God
By

e e yn
d
ecial to The Witness

Last night was the first time in a very long
time that I made a point of watching the
national news. It’s not that I’m not interested
in what’s going on in the world, but I’m not
interested in the almost panicked way in
which the opening reports are shared. I actually can feel my pulse increase and fear rise
in my heart, even after all this time.
This morning, as I opened the internet to
a news site, I took notice that of the top 20
stories, the first 10 of them were all about
COVID-19 and the effects of the pandemic on
each of us, as well as how the economy has
been harmed. All of the reports sound the
alarm of “Be prepared for the next moment
of doom ” It is enough for me to run from my
computer and shut myself in my bedroom
and declare that I’m hibernating until 2021
or until the pandemic ends.
As we run around and echo Henny Penny’s
cries that the sky is falling, I believe we have
forgotten the sacredness of our lives every
event down to our heartbeat and our very
breath.
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Continued From

It’s kind of getting old at this
point. I think everybody is ready for
things to kind of go back to what
we’re used to. There’s an excitement in the novelty, but I think the
novelty is starting to wear off.
We have Geisinger Hospital here.
The chaplain for the hospital,
Father Javed, is in residence here.
His ministry, which also includes
Maria Joseph Manor and Emmanuel Center, has been curtailed except for emergency anointing. We
have a lot of doctors and nurses
in the parish, so this has made
for an interesting experience. We
have people who will walk around
the outside of the hospital to pray
the Rosary for those who are sick
or suffering. We’ve participated
in local collections for personal
protective e uipment. The community has been very generous and
supportive of Geisinger.
o
o yo p epa e a o y
One of the things I enjoy most
about priesthood is preaching.
We had a very direct professor
when it came to Scripture, and he
said, For every three minutes of
preaching, you need to have an
hour of Scripture study.’ I would
start on Monday with the read-
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I am reminded of this as I continue my
series on listening. Kay Lindahl, author of The
ac e
t o istenin
o t e ections o
C lti atin a i it al actice, writes, “Our
lives are really about sacred experiences.”1
Especially at a time in which the future is
uncertain, we need to stop and truly listen to
the sweet whisper of God all around us. He
“speaks to us in tender undertones, underscoring the harsh reality of our human life.
Thus our invitation to be uiet: Be still, and
know that I am God.’” (Psalm 46:10) 2
By listening to this uiet found only in God,
we open up ourselves to the sacredness
found not only in ourselves but in others. By
sitting in this holy ground, we can actually
discuss uestions on the meaning of life and
the nature of death. In this place, there is no
room for shocking images, threats of global
obliteration, shouts of anger and hostility, and
violence of any kind. This is the place where
our esh meets our Creator. This is the place
where our tininess is merely magnified because God comes down and meets us where
we are, proving to us that we are indeed not
alone. He is there holding us when we cry. He
is there jumping for joy when we perform our
own happy dance. He is there in the midst of
all human activity reminding us of something
more: that He is here
Are you truly listening underneath and be-

ings and re ecting on them, but
it didn’t feel like my style. What
works for me now is, I’ll sit down
usually on Saturday, read the readings and hear what the Holy Spirit
is telling me. More often than not,
I’ll start with a steady stream of
writing it all out. It causes me to
think and develop ideas. Sometimes, my openers will be from
something that happened to me
during the week. If I’m really in a
pinch, I go back and look at what I
did before. I enjoy writing homilies.
a o yo
e o ea
I love reading, but it’s just not my
top priority. Reading for fun and
reading for spiritual growth are
two different things. I like both,
but I tend to go in spurts. I’ll start
reading, but then I’ll drop it. I like
spiritual reading that has practical
application value, tying together
the human person with our faith,
having emotional and spiritual
growth together. For fun, I’m reading now the book on Mister Rogers. I recently read “A Man Called
Ove,” so I do like real and fictional
biographies.
a o e o yo en oy n
yo
ee
e
I like to go hiking. There’s a
mountain with a lot of trails behind Geisinger. I like downhill skiing, but I haven’t done it in several
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yond the screams and shouts
of social media, television and
radio Can you hear the heartbeat of God that is beating in
union with all humanity
Perhaps this is the greatest challenge of our time.
Because in the storms of
our lives, God screams
out, “Be still ” This is
true peace, which the
Holy Spirit invites us to
e e yn
not only experience but
d
also share.
Tho hts o a
Are you not there yet
Catholic an elist
Have you not had the
experience of hearing this silence Do not be
put off, because God is waiting for you. Remember, He meets us where we are and calls
us deeper into Him.
Be still. He is truly God. He loves you wherever you are.
Lindahl, Kay. The Sacred Art of Listening:
Forty Re ections for Cultivating a Spiritual
Practice. SkyLight Paths Pub., 2002. Pg. 61
1

Bevere, Lisa. “I Hear God’s Most Gentle
Whisper.” Messenger International, Messenger International, 20202-06-30, messengerinternational.org/blog/devotional/when-godwhispers
2

years. I enjoy getting together with
friends and family. My brother and
his family live in Harrisburg, and
most of my family lives in Allentown. I also like to vacation with
my family. We usually go to the
shore, and for a couple years we
went to the Poconos. This year,
we’re going back to the shore, to a
place where there are not a lot of
people.
I like to travel. I’ve been throughout Europe, to the Holy Land,
South America, Central America,
Medjugorje, Fatima. One of my
favorite places, other than the
beach, is Lourdes. At Lourdes,
you feel profound peace. I think
there are some places where the
veil between heaven and earth is
a little thinner, and that’s one of
those places.
a
g yo ay o yo ng a
pe on n o ege
o
n ng
a o a e go
o a on
Be open. That’s the whole experience of discernment. It’s saying,
“Ok Lord, I’m open. Here I am.
What might you want me to do ”
Don’t be afraid to take that openness to the next step, which is
talking to someone about what
you’re being open to. God works
in lots of ways. He works in uiet,
re ective prayer and in conversations with other people.
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the bishops have
inherited that full
authority that Jesus
gave, and they delegate that authority
to their exorcists.
That is what gives
Hauntings, Possessions, and Exorcisms
us the ability to
By Adam Blai
demand the truth or
obedience from the
demons.
All three of these are important
By e e
If
a
person
goes
into a room with
ecial to The Witness
to know and understand. The key
a possessed person and tries to
Even though as a book reviewer
point being, e are in the driver’s
boss around the demon or deI have a steady stream of books
seat. If we lead a virtuous life,
mand its name or demand inforcoming to my doorstep, occasionif we follow God’s law, and if we
ally I will revisit books that have
enter into a deep life of prayer, we mation and they don’t have apostolic authority delegated to them,
impacted me. I have often writcan successfully fend off these
and because the Church rules only
ten and in my podcasts spoken
attacks.
the exorcist should be speaking to
of the very real battle surroundBlai also shares his story in the
the demon, not only is the demon
ing all of us. Spiritual warfare is
pages of this book. One doesn’t
going to say, “I don’t have to listen and reach out, you are vulnerable
real. When it is said that the devil
just wake up and decide they
to you, you have no authority over
to that demon not necessarily posprowls around the earth looking
are going to be involved in exorme,”
it’s
going
to
start
testing
you
sessing you but starting to mato ruin the souls of man, it’s true.
cisms. His journey is interesting,
and
trying
to
decide
where
your
nipulate you. These are cunning,
Adam Blai explains the demonic
and it also provides the details
weak
spots
are
and
whether
you
really nasty creatures, and it’s not
in his must-read book a ntin s
on how he has become a trusted
can
be
destroyed.
Demons
by
the kind of thing you just want to
ossessions an
o cis s
source and the trainer of exorcists
their
very
nature
seek
to
infect,
play around with.
What Blai does in this book is
throughout the Church.
and
taint,
and
draw
as
many
of
us
“The complete interview can be
offer a guide for readers to underBlai has become an expert in
away
from
God
as
they
can.
If
you
found
at https://catholicstand.
stand how to defend themselves
this field. However, he does not
go
into
that
room
and
they’re
in
com/off-shelf-adam-blai-hauntagainst the demonic. You might
carry himself like one. His humility
ings-possessions-exorcisms/.”
ask just what credentials Blai has bleeds through in the pages of his a body that can speak, and look,
that make him the perfect person book. His presentation of the
to write this book. Well here’s
facts is sober and restrained.
your answer. Blai is an auxiliary
It is evident he wants to relay
member of the International Asbut not glorify the subject
sociation of Exorcists in Rome. He matter at hand. Take, read,
regularly trains priests on how to
learn, and arm yourself for the
ith raise an gratitu e to lmight o
perform exorcisms, and he has
battle raging all around.
the Diocese of Harrisburg
written the “training manual” curnte ie
i hli ht
o full announces the or ination of
rently used by exorcists.
e
on
We need to stress
What readers will learn in the
that these cases of posWILLIAM T. BARBEE
pages of this book will be uncomsession or instances where
fortable and alarming. I would
people think a demon is
say this book is a serious eyeAARON M. LYNCH
involved, that this is not someopener. If you do not understand
thing for amateurs, this is not
or believe in spiritual warfare, be
something the average person
PETER K. RETTIG
forewarned. Buckle up it’s going
to be uite a ride. All of us need to should be delving into, is it
a
a Yeah for sure.
know and understand the reality
NORBERT SURESH, M.SS.CC.
You are talking about very
of the battle raging all around us.
serious situations both spirituSatan and his minions are real.
to the r er of Deacon
ally and on the human level.
They prowl this earth looking to
Without sounding dramatic,
hrough the im osition of han s an the
ruin whomever they can lure into
it
is
a
very
serious
situation.
their sphere of in uence. We must
invocation of the Hol
irit b His cellenc
People can be so upset, worn
be on guard our souls depend
the ost everen onal
ainer
down and terrified, they can
upon it.
be
suicidal
at
times,
which
of
isho of Harrisburg
There is a lot to be intrigued by in
course
you
need
appropriate
this book. One such area is in the
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020, 10:00 A.M.
very beginning of the book, where help for that. The demonic
parlor
tricks
that
go
on
can
Blai relates the rules that govern
SAINT PATRICK CATHEDRAL, HARRISBURG
be very serious for the person
the spiritual world.
and there is a lot at stake.
Demons cannot do anything
Ticketed Event! Due to the ongoing an serious
extraordinary without someone It’s not something it be gotten into lightly. The other big
nature of the ovi
an emic seating ill be
exercising their free will and
factor is that this work really
allowing them to do so.
reserve for close famil onl
ou are invite to
needs to be done under a
Demons are allowed to use
artici ate in the r ination ass through the
deception to gain rights over a bishop’s authority, and why is
that That is because of the
livestreaming on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
person.
full authority Jesus gave to the
Demons will not stop interferou ube channel youtube.com/hbgdiocese
Apostles over demons and to
ing with a person until told to
the living apostles. Of course
leave by the authority of God.
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