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The new Holy Spirit Church in Palmyra was dedicated Aug. 27 by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden. Built at a cost of $3 million, the new church features a new chapel and
seating 625 people. A light tower rises above the chapel altar to signal the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. See page 8 for coverage of the dedication.
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Local Church News
Can I See Some ID?

Adults in Youth-Serving Ministries
Required to Wear Diocesan-Issued Badges
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The sounds of marching band practice,
cheerleading chants and football drills are
echoing across practice fields. Teachers are
creating interactive classroom assignments on
Smart Boards. Catechists are putting the finishing touches on this year’s schedule for sacramental prep. Parish youth ministers are updating calendars.
School is back in session. With the commencement of another academic year, it’s an opportune
time for a reminder about youth protection badges.
Through its Youth Protection Program, the Diocese of Harrisburg continues to devote significant resources for the prevention of sexual abuse of minors
and for assistance to victims and their families.
As part of those efforts, all persons who work
with youth in any Church-related ministry are required to wear the diocesan-issued youth protection ID badge. This includes all employees, parish
and school volunteers, youth ministers, catechists,
coaches and the like.

On the basketball court, at a Confirmation retreat or
while volunteering to serve snacks at an after-school
program – if you’re working with youth, you must
wear your badge.
Since it’s a requirement that anyone in a youth-serving ministry or program wear the badge at all times
when in the presence of minors, parents and youth

should look for the badge when they are participating in any event.
Parents and youth should question any adult who
is not wearing one while in the presence of minors.
They should also report this fact to the pastor or to
the diocesan Office of Youth Protection.
Last year, more than 14,000 of these badges
were distributed to diocesan employees and volunteers. The badge indicates that the wearer has
successfully completed all of the diocesan youth
protection requirements, including background
check clearances.
The diocesan on-line Safe Environment
Training program was completed by more than
16,000 persons since it was launched in 2008. This
training, available on the diocesan Web site, is required for all employees and for any adult volunteers who work with minors.
Information about the diocese’s Youth Protection
Program can be found by visiting the “Youth Protection” link at www.hbgdiocese.org.

Catechizing on the Missal
This year’s beginning of the year
Convocation for Parish Coordinators
and Directors of Religious Education
focused on the New Roman Missal.
The Missal is the ritual text containing
prayers and instructions for the celebration of Mass, and its new translation will include updated translations
of some responses and acclamations
in the Mass. It will be implemented in
the United States of America on the
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27.
The 56 parish Coordinators and Directors of Religious Education who
attended the Aug. 24 gathering at the
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg
were presented with a workshop by
Father Joshua Brommer, Diocesan
Liturgical Coordinator and Administrative Assistant to the Bishop. His
presentation, “Holy Words for Holy
YOUNG People,” was geared for catechists and discussed the nature and

purpose of the Missal.
Attendees also heard a presentation
from Matthew Pinto and John Harden
of Ascension Press on materials for
catechesis on the Mass and the Missal. These materials can be used as
a supplement to the materials being
produced by the Diocese of Harrisburg.
In the afternoon, James Gontis, Diocesan Director of Religious
Education, presented a hands-on
in-service on the Roman Missal lesson plans produced by the Diocese
of Harrisburg. These lessons will be
used to catechize students in grades
2-12 in all Catholic schools and parish religious education programs
throughout the diocese.
For resources and information on
the New Roman Missal, visit the link
at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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James Gontis, Diocesan Director of Religious Education, presents information
on the Roman Missal lesson plans to Coordinators and Directors of Religious
Education during a recent convocation of the catechists.

Annulment Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming
months. These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced
people who wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA
process and those who have a vested interested because of family or friends.
Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more
information, call 717-657-4804 or e-mail tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

presentation Schedule:
• September 15: Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, Room 103, 7 p.m.
• October 20: St. Philip the Apostle Parish, Millersville, 7 p.m.
• November 7: St. Paul the Apostle Parish, Annville, 7 p.m.
• November 10: St. Joseph Parish, Hanover, 7 p.m.
• November 16: Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, Room 103, 7 p.m.
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President of Franciscan
Foundation for the Holy Land
to Speak at Local Dinner
Father Peter F. Vasko, OFM, President of the Franciscan Foundation for
the Holy Land, will be the guest
speaker and a dinner and
presentation to be held
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg Oct. 5 at 6
p.m.
The Franciscan
Foundation for
the Holy Land is
an organization
created to provide
a worldwide voice
for Christians living in the Holy Land
and to ensure the continued Christian presence in the
area.
In 1342, Pope Clement VI mandated
the Franciscans to become the official
custodians of the Holy Sites of Christendom, to help maintain and preserve
them while ministering to the faithful
of the Holy Land.
Today, the Franciscan Custody of
the Holy Land is a constant in the life
of the Christian community. The friars
are obliged to give peace, love, pardon, faith and hope to suffering Chris-

tians in the Holy Land who now find
themselves in a great dilemma and are
reluctantly leaving their homes
and land to live in other
parts of the world.
Christians
now
comprise less than
two percent of the
population in the
Holy Land. The
focus of the Franciscan Foundation
for the Holy Land
is to keep a Christian presence, the
“living stones” of our
faith, in the Holy Land
by providing education, employment and housing.
The cost for the dinner is $35 per
plate or $250 per table of eight. Reservations must be made before Sept. 28
to Kristy Enders, 4800 Union Deposit
Road, Harrisburg PA, 17111-3710,
717-657-4804, ext. 317, or kenders@
hbgdiocese.org.
For more information on the work
of the Franciscan Foundation for the
Holy Land, visit www.ffhl.org or send
an e-mail to info@ffhl.org.

Annual White Mass
for Health Care Professionals
October 23 at 12:15 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, celebrant and homilist
The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild of the Catholic Medical Association invites health care professionals, their families, medical students and residents
to this annual Mass. A light reception will follow.
rSVp for the reception by Oct. 16 to Jean Scicchitano in the
Diocesan Respect Life Office at 717-657-4804, ext. 294,
or
jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.org.

• September 18 – World Youth Day Pilgrim
Mass and Dinner, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
• September 19 – St. Vincent’s Seminary
Board of Regents Meeting, Latrobe, Pa., 9
a.m.
• September 20 – Closing of Forty Hours
Devotions, St. Katharine Drexel Church,
Mechanicsburg, 7 p.m.
• September 21 – Blessing and Celebration of Delone Catholic High School after
renovations, McSherrystown, 5:30 p.m.
• September 2 – Fishers of Men Dinner,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
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The Christopher Columbus 1492 Society recently presented a check for
$4,000 to benefit the work of Catholic Charities. The donation came from
proceeds from the society’s annual dinner dance, which celebrates Italian
heritage. This year’s event will be held Oct. 9 at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center; call Vince Leone at 717-766-2599.
Shown from left in the photo are past society chairmen Robert A. Graci and
Pat Leone; Dr. Mark Totaro, Executive Director and CEO of Catholic Charities; current chairman Mrs. Sabastian Natale, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
and Peter Biasucci, Assistant Executive Director of Catholic Charities.

Human Life Services Banquet
September 2 at 6 p.m.
Valencia ballroom, York
Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood director and author of the book
Unplanned, will give her inspiring story about her decision to fight for the
lives of the unborn.
Please note that Sept. 23 is the correct date of the banquet.
Reservations are required. Call 717-854-7615, ext. 29, or find more information under the “Events” link at www.humanlifeservices.org.

Catholic Radio is On the Air!
WHYF AM 720 features all Catholic programming and is now broadcasting. This station is an effort of Holy Family Radio, a local lay apostolate. This
strong AM signal based in Shiremanstown reaches into many parts of our
diocese with quality Catholic programming. Please tune in and give it a listen
at www.yourholyfamilyradio.com.

September 11: In the Living Faith segment, Judy Zarick speaks with Vicki Wells Bedard,
who has spent her entire career working for the Church in communications positions. Vicki
now suffers from frontotemporal dementia, which hinders her ability to communicate effectively. In this touching interview, she shares how her daily struggle to battle this disease
and throughout all her difficulties she still finds God’s grace and goodness in her life. She is
still using her gift of communications so that others may not suffer alone. She publishes a
blog about her experiences at http://vickisvoice.tv.
Father Donald Miller answers several questions in the Ask a Franciscan portion of the
program. This week he addresses if priests always give absolution in the confessional, and
also looks at the relationship between the Catholic Church and the Free Masons as well as
the topic of living wills and health care directives.
Direct from Hollywood, Sister Rose talks this week about The Way, a film starring Martin
Sheen about a father’s pilgrimage from France to Spain in the Faith and Media portion of
the program.
Actors Martin Sheen and his son Emilio Estevez are special guests in the Exploring Our
Faith portion of the program. In his career of over 40 years, Martin Sheen has played all
types of characters from killers to world leaders. Sheen has campaigned against nuclear
weapons and for workers’ rights, as well as many other causes.
An actor, director and writer, Emilio in recent years has spent more time behind the camera, directing for television and film. In 2006 Emilio wrote, directed, and produced the film
Bobby, a look at the assassination of Robert Kennedy, in which he and Martin appeared.
They speak about Emilio’s latest film The Way, in which he again stars with Martin, about a
man’s experiences as a pilgrim to Santiago de Compostela.
Catholic Perspective is heard Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30
a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOKAM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510,
Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on
line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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Chief Fire Officer ‘Spared Twice that Day’
By Kenneth J. Zaveckas
Special to The Witness
On 9/11/01, I was a NYC Chief Fire Officer on duty at
the 35 Battalion in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn.
Although assigned to Manhattan, I was “on loan” to Brooklyn for two weeks. This ironically probably saved my life,
as a majority of the men I would have been working with
that day lost their lives.
Even in Brooklyn I would eventually come to feel that
there had to be some divine guidance for me that day. That
Brooklyn unit should have been one of the first units to respond over to Manhattan yet we remained in Brooklyn.
My inquiry to our dispatching headquarters verified that
we were in the midst of a terrorist attack and that a third
plane’s destination in the air (Shanksville) had not yet been
determined. The 35 Battalion is in the middle of the largest
Hasidic community outside of Jerusalem, and it was suspected that this community was the next intended target.
As we heard other Brooklyn units respond over the
Williamsburg Bridge, and some to their deaths, just a few
blocks away, I was left with a lone Ladder Company and its
six men for a portion of the day to protect the approximately
2.1 million citizens of Brooklyn. This was to be my second
possible escape from death that day that cost me the loss
of 343 of my brothers, including a personal loss of 24 mem-

bers that I knew very well as well as approximately 2,300
American citizens.
Over the next three months, besides the normal 48/week
shifts of fire duty, I accumulated an additional 143 1/2 hours
performing what was first designated the “rescue effort.”
For those of us with the seniority and knowledge to know
better, it wouldn’t take long to realize that it had to be a
miracle, like the safeguarding of my life seemed to be, to
find anything alive in that mess. Squeezed in between my
usual 48 hours, were 915 and in one case a 24-hour straight
tour, where I had the honor of supervising some of the
bravest men in the world as we clawed and dug our way
through what by now was a “recovery” effort. And don’t ask
me what we had to walk through and handle or what we
had to send home to mom and dad or the wife. Don’t ever
ask me.
In 2006 “nodules” and other various particulate were
found in my lungs and I became a “guinea pig” along with
the approximately 1,000 other members who were diagnosed with this condition. As such, I was deemed unfit for
fire duty and retired. I subsequently moved to Gettysburg
and St. Francis Xavier Parish, where I still try to figure out
what God was thinking and why I deserved to be spared
twice that day.
(Kenneth J. Zaveckas is a member of
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg.)

“The mettle of a first responder is something
that’s ingrained in you. From the day you enter the
service, you realize that if you’re going to sit there
and worry if something’s going to happen to you,
you’ll drive yourself into a nervous wreck. Rescuing
and helping people is your job. If you can’t do your
job, you shouldn’t be there. They called it a rescue
effort when it
started, but
those of us
who had the
time on the
job like I
did, knew
there
was
nothing
that was
going to
be rescued.
But that was
my job; it was
something I
was there for.
If there was
something to
be rescued,
we would have
rescued it. And
those were my
guys in there.
Those were
my peers in
there. That
also became
part of the
determination
to do what we
had to do to
make it right.”
~ Kenneth
J. Zaveckas
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A New York City firefighter calls for more rescue workers to make their way into the rubble of the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001.

Men Central to Pennsylvania 9/11
Events Find Strength in Catholic Faith
By Bruce A. Tomaselli
Catholic News Service
Sept. 11, 2001, was a routine Tuesday morning at the Miller
Funeral Home in Somerset. Wallace “Wally” Miller, Somerset
County coroner, was in his office and his father, Wilbur, who lived
with him, was in his customary place on the couch, watching television.
“Come and look at this,” he yelled to his son. “A pilot must
have had a heart attack and crashed his plane into the World Trade
Center. How would you like to be the coroner in New York?” he
asked rhetorically.
Miller watched for a bit and retreated to his office. A little later,
he received a call from Denny Kwiatkowski, Cambria County
coroner, asking him about a plane crash near Shanksville.
“I hadn’t heard anything about it and I immediately called the
911 response center and I couldn’t get through,” recalled Miller
of that day when his life and the lives of people around the globe
would be changed forever. “Luckily, I was able to contact them
with a two-way radio, and they told me there was an unconfirmed
report of a large plane down near Shanksville.”
He would soon discover that four terrorists had hijacked a United Airlines plane en route from Newark, N.J., to San Francisco. A
total of 44 people died, including the passengers, crew members
and the terrorists.
The entire country and international community watched in horror as another plane hit the second of the twin towers, and still
another crashed into the Pentagon near Washington.
Miller, who also operates a funeral home in Rockwood, was
about to be thrust onto the world stage and “no” was not an option.
“As a coroner, I’m the last man to get to the scene of a death.
When I got to Shanksville there were state policemen, firemen,
FBI, ATF and emergency personnel already at the site,” Miller
recalls, “and they all looked to me to orchestrate the disaster recovery.”
He says he felt totally unprepared to handle the situation, but
with the help of a few friends, along with his Catholic faith, he
was able to establish a morgue in Friedens and a family operations
center at nearby Seven Springs Resort.
“I really believe my faith allowed me to deal with Flight 93,”
said Miller, a member of St. Peter Parish in Somerset who became
a Catholic in 1996.

Michael Svonavec of Svonavec Inc. is the owner of the 300-acre
tract of land that became the crash site. His uncle, James Svonavec
of J & J Svonavec Excavating, worked closely with the FBI during
the crash investigation. They are also members of St. Peter’s.
James Svonavec and his crew had been working on the tract of
land at the time, although they weren’t working when the plane

A Mennonite woman
stands next to a cross
at a memorial outside
Shanksville, Pa., in
2005. Forty people died
there in 2001 when a
hijacked commercial
plane went down in a
field in the Pennsylvania countryside.
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was brought down. “The FBI asked to use our fuel to accommodate their generators and portable lights,” he said.
Their next job was to find the black boxes containing the flight
data recorder and the cockpit voice recorder.
“I remember looking at the ground and thinking to myself that
there couldn’t be a plane in the ground. There wasn’t much of an
impression left in the soil,” said James Svonavec.
He saw nothing resembling a plane until he excavated down
about 10 feet. Slowly, he began to dredge up bits and pieces of the
plane and some of the personal belongings of the passengers. They
retrieved items buried 50 feet into the earth.
Miller said the plane hit soft ground at 575 mph near a long
wall used in strip mining. The fuselage bounced in a fireball into a
stand of hemlocks. Everything was reduced to mostly unidentifiable rubble.
“Pieces of plastic from the main body of the plane hung eerily
in the trees burning and melting. I’ll never forget the constant sizzling sound the dripping plastic made in the leaves on the ground,”
Miller recalled. “I’ll never forget that.”
Miller and James Svonavec said that during the first two days at
the scene they each had a palpable sense of prayers being said for
the heroes of Flight 93. “I could almost feel it – the prayers from
around the world that were being offered for those that died that
day,” Svonavec added.
Miller’s major task was identifying the passengers and categorizing their belongings. “We made a pledge to ourselves that every
person on board that plane would be identified,” he said.
Initially, he was able to identify 16 of the 44 people at the scene.
The rest were identified through their DNA.
One of the few things found intact at the site was a jacket of one
of the terrorists. Inside a pocket they found a piece of paper with a
step-by-step itinerary planned by the hijackers for that tragic day.
The personal effects of each of the passengers were taken to the
Somerset airport. There they laid them out on the tarmac and photographed each item. They made a catalog for each of the families
of the deceased so they could identify the effects of their loved
ones.
Both men planned to be on hand in Shanksville to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks. They will pray for
the passengers of Flight 93 who heroically stormed the cockpit of
the plane – thwarting a possible attack on the U.S. Capitol building
in Washington.
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Naval Reservist at Pentagon Witnesses America’s Unity
By John Gregorowicz, Sr.
Special to The Witness

O

n the morning of September 11, 2001, I was
already recalled to active duty at the Pentagon as a naval reservist to coordinate a global naval
conference with the leadership of navies throughout
the world. I remember talking with some shipmates
as we watched the World Trade Center events unfolding at the time. As we talked, several personnel
went back to the Navy Command Center to begin
security upgrades and keep communication with the
fleet. Around 0915, I exited my office through many
of the secure areas for a cup of coffee and headed
towards an area I was assigned at the Pentagon back
in 1996. I saw that this area was vacant and just finished some renovations and turned around. That decision probably saved my life.
As I approached my corridor coming out the ARing, the plane hit. The air around me mysteriously
went quiet, making my ears pop. I can still hear the
“swoosh” sound of the impact of the plane today.
Debris was falling from the walls as I approached
my corridor. I glanced down the corridor to see a
fireball, debris and people running from the corridor
towards me. Due to what I had recently seen concerning the WTC towers, I knew immediately what
happened to the Pentagon.
Immediately on my left was a stairwell leading
out into the courtyard (middle of Pentagon). We

just made it out. A large group of us exited towards
the North End Parking. I started directing traffic
and began working my way towards the impact
zone. There was plane debris on the highway and
in the grassy area by the impact zone. I assisted as
a stretcher bearer for awhile and realized my family
still hadn’t heard from me. All of my personnel items
were back in my office, so I had no money, phone
or identification other than my Pentagon badge. All
telephone/cell phone lines were not working. I finally saw one person from my division and borrowed a
few dollars so I could get eventually back to where
my unit or anyone could contact me.
Later that evening as I got back to my room, the
Navy called me and asked if I could assist with setting up communications with the fleet, since that
was my primary reserve unit function. I returned to
the Alternate Navy Command Center (now located
at the Navy Annex building – across from the Pentagon). We were also designated as the Casualty
Assistance Calls Office, which means we received
phone calls from the spouses of the personnel who
we knew had perished but couldn’t confirm with
them until trained Navy personnel arrived at their
houses. I know I talked to one spouse three different times on the phone that night. It was an endless
day. I still don’t remember leaving. During the rest
of my tenure there, I began recalling reservists back
to active duty.
Over the next few days, I observed makeshift

memorials which affected me deeply. Twenty-four
naval personnel from my division were killed, including those personnel whom I was with minutes
before they headed to the Navy Command Center,
which was destroyed. I also lost a shipmate who I
knew from my reserve unit. She just had baby in
February of 2001. A few months later, I learned that
I also lost a childhood friend at the WTC.
During the attack on the Pentagon, I remember
people taking pictures of this historic event as it was
happening. Not knowing what I just witnessed, I became disturbed by them taking pictures. They didn’t
experience what I just saw, heard or felt. Now I look
back at those pictures and movies and realize not
only how fortunate I am, but how America came together and rose from this tragic act of terrorism.
I remember distinctly when the soldiers and sailors draped a huge American flag over the windows
at the Pentagon. My office was located in the D
Ring closely behind the E Ring where the flag was
draped. My belongings and office were destroyed
by fire. That wasn’t important. I never put in a claim
– after all, I walked away with my life. Afterwards,
the firefighters found my wallet and a picture of my
boys. Frayed as it was, I still carry that photo with
me today to remind me that God has kept me around
for a reason.
(John Gregorowicz, Sr., is a member of Our Lady
of Mercy Parish in Roaring Creek.)

“Significant events happen in
everyone’s life. The events of
9/11 are etched in my memory
forever. I will never forget. What
I understand is not about my
survival and how lucky I am,
but the courage, determination
and how America came together
and rose from this tragic act of
terrorism. I have a better respect
for people who volunteer their
services, whether it be serving
in the military, emergency
response personnel or someone
just helping others in a time of
need. This significant historical
event has changed America’s
way of life, but it has not changed
our values and the way we come
together in others’ time of need.”
~ John Gregorowicz, Sr

CNS/NANCY WIECHEC

A large U.S. flag hangs from the Pentagon in Washington on Sept. 11, 2007, marking the section where a plane piloted by terrorists crashed on Sept. 11, 2001.
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bringing Christ
to the Clinic
By Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk
Special to The Witness
A Catholic physician once
related to me a powerful story about one of his patients,
who had just received a diagnosis of advanced, metastatic cancer and had a relatively short time left to live.
The patient mentioned to
the doctor that he was Catholic but
had drifted away from the Church
and no longer practiced. A short
time after sharing the diagnosis, the
doctor returned to the man’s hospital
room together with a priest, asking
whether he would like to talk with
him. The man became upset and
threw them both out of the room,
saying to his doctor, “Don’t ever do
that again!”
Over the next few weeks as his
condition worsened, the doctor
worked tirelessly with the patient,
addressing his medical and pain
management needs. He became
closer to him each day, and spoke
with him about a range of topics. A
relationship of trust began to grow
and develop.
When the patient’s condition took
a sharp turn for the worse, the physician knew the end was approaching.
Once again he came to the door of
the patient’s room accompanied by a
priest and stood there for a moment.
The patient caught the doctor’s eye,
and with a glimmer in his own, said
rather cryptically, “Oh, what the
heck, he probably knows me better
than you do, so send him in here.”
The priest didn’t come out of the
room for over an hour. The man
ended up going to confession and receiving the last sacraments. Ninety
minutes after the priest departed, the
man passed on to the Lord.
It might seem bold that the physician brought the priest to the room
initially without first inquiring
whether the patient had wanted a visit from the priest. Yet it was clearly
out of concern for the patient’s spiritual needs that he “erred” on the side
of taking that risk. That same personal concern, bolstered by a stronger relationship with the patient, led
him to try a second time, making it
possible for the man to receive the
sacraments and make his peace with
God. The physician’s boldness and
unflagging concern for his patient
played an important role in bringing Christ into a situation where His
healing graces were needed, where
even the priest alone probably could
not have succeeded.
A few months ago, a physician in
Florida told me a similar story from
his own experience. A young man
who had been found unconscious
from a suspected drug overdose
was admitted to the ICU. He was
not brain dead, but his neurologic
exam was poor, and death was imminent. His parents and sister were

Father Tadeusz
Pacholczyk
at the hospital that Sunday morning
when it looked like he would die in
the next hour or so. The physician
explained the situation and then
asked if they had any spiritual needs
he could help them with. The father
and mother indicated they were both
Catholic, but they had never had the
children baptized, saying, “I thought
they should make their own decision.” The doctor inquired if they
would like their son to be baptized.
They nodded yes, even though their
daughter didn’t agree.
The doctor placed a call to the hospital’s Spiritual Services but couldn’t
reach anyone. He tried calling two
local parishes but the priests were
saying Mass. Finally he called a retired housebound priest he knew and
asked him how to proceed. The priest
instructed the physician to baptize the
patient conditionally.
When the physician returned, the
father spontaneously restated that he
would like his son baptized. With the
nurse and the parents at bedside, the
physician took some tap water into his
hand and poured it over the patient’s
forehead while saying, “I baptize you
conditionally in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.” The patient died within the
hour. The physician later commented:
“Hopefully the patient was disposed
to receive the sacrament. I believe his
parents were comforted by their decision, and rightfully so. They had probably just requested the most important
event in their son’s existence.”
Some Catholic health care workers
may take a largely hands-off approach
when it comes to addressing the spiritual needs of their patients. The physician or nurse may feel such spiritual
concerns are not really their purview
or concern. Yet close collaboration between Catholic medical professionals
and clergy is critical to effectively address the needs of patients approaching death. Even when a priest may not
be available, physicians and nurses
often will have opportunities to serve
as unique conduits of God’s grace,
if they are willing to be courageous,
take some risks, and bring Christ into
the clinic.
(Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work
at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.
org.)

Catholic Charities’ Annual
“Come and See” Dinner
November 7 at  p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Malloy is a distinguished leader,
educator and humanitarian who served
as the 16th President of the University
of Notre Dame from 1987-2005. He is
a leading advocate of volunteerism and
has played a leadership role in efforts to
combat substance abuse.
The dinner will benefit Catholic Charities’ four Homes for Healing: The Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families,

Lourdeshouse and Evergreen House in
Harrisburg, and Hope House in Lancaster. Various sponsorship levels are
available, from $100 per individual to
$10,000 for a Partner in Charity. For
information and reservations, contact
Christopher Meehan at 717-657-4804,
ext. 284 or cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org or
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/charities.

7Th Annual 5K Run and Walk
September 17 • Registration at 8 a.m. • Race at 9 a.m.
On the grounds of the former Harrisburg State Hospital
The Shelter Shuffle benefits the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, the
only emergency shelter in the greater Harrisburg area that assists homeless
families of all ages.
• Cash prizes for top runners
• Awards for runners by age group
• Coolmax T-shirts for all pre-registrants
• Refreshments and door prizes
• Strollers and pets welcome

Find more information and a downloadable brochure and registration from
at www.hbgdiocese.org/charities or contact Chris Meehan at cmeehan@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804.
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A Season for Life
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
The Church’s treasure house of teaching on the
sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person and
the Common Good of all people is an endless source
of faith, hope and love. These three godly virtues
form the basis for an individual and social life of
justice and peace. Respect for life is the foundation
for respect between neighbors and even strangers,
which leads to peaceful relations and personal happiness.
October is Respect Life month and is a wonderful
time to represent the Church’s teaching and practice
of respect for human life. Beginning with Respect
Life Sunday, October 2, numerous events throughout the diocese will emphasize the gift and wonder
of human life. The highlight is the annual Pro-Life
Mass to be celebrated by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden on Saturday, October 8 at 8:15 a.m. at Our Lady
of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg. A
procession to the abortion site on Front Street will
follow where Bishop McFadden will lead the Ro-

sary. The Knights of Columbus and the Office for
Youth and Young Adult Ministry will participate
with the Respect Life Office, Rachel’s Vineyard
Ministries and the Missionaries of the Gospel of
Life. A brunch at Bishop Rhoades Hall in the Cathedral will conclude the observance. Everyone is
invited but a RSVP is necessary (see the schedule
below and the ad on page 16).
Now is a good time to begin planning for the annual Rally and Mass for Life and March for Life in
Washington, D.C., January 23, 2012. Participation,
especially of young people, has increased every year,
reaching into the tens of thousands. This year, the
Archdiocese of Washington has asked the dioceses
to oversee the ticket process. Tickets are required for
entry into the Rally and Mass. The Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry will administer the ticket
process. Youth leaders and Respect Life coordinators
or delegates are asked to attend an essential information and planning meeting on Saturday, September
17 in the Cardinal Keeler Center. Father Paul CB
Schenck will celebrate Mass at 8:30 a.m. Following
Mass, details will be given as to how to register to

obtain tickets for the Verizon Center rally and Mass.
They will be made available on a first come, first
served basis. Tickets are not necessary to attend the
Vigil for Life in the Basilica on January 22 or the
March for Life Rally or to participate in the March
on January 23. Bus parking permits for the Basilica
are being arranged through the Diocesan Respect
Life Office. Please notify the office of the number of
buses you will be parking.
Bishop McFadden will celebrate a special Mass
to kick off the March for Life in the Cathedral of
Saint Patrick, Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 12:15
p.m. Those attending the March and those remaining behind to support them in prayer are encouraged
to attend. Bishop McFadden will join our marchers
in Washington.
Parishes and schools are being encouraged to use
the U.S. Bishops Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities to bring about awareness, present the Church’s
teachings and help build up a Culture of Life throughout the Diocese.
(Father Schenck is the Diocesan Director of the
Respect Life Office.)

Special Pro-Life
Activities in the Diocese:
proceeds benefit Rachel’s Vineyard
retreats and Heart of Mary pregnancy support services. wwwpraynplay4life.com or call 717-788-4959.

Sept. 17, 2011
Mass at 8:30a.m. for 40 Days
for Life/Rally for Life Mass at the
Cardinal Keeler Diocesan Center
Neumann Chapel, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111.
Rally For Life/ Mass ticket information meeting. The Cemetery of
the Innocents will be constructed
after Mass. A pizza lunch will be
provided for those who can help set
up the crosses. Please RSVP to Jean
at: jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.org by
Sept. 14.
Sept. 24, 2011

Oct. 8, 2011
Pro-Life Mass with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at 8:15 a.m. at
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, 2121 N. Third St.,
Harrisburg. Procession
following
Mass to abortion site, 2709 N. Front
Street. Bishop McFadden will lead
the Rosary. Brunch follows at Cathedral of Saint Patrick, 212 State
St., Harrisburg. RSVP required 717657-4804 ext 294 or jscicchitano@
hbgdiocese.org by October 1, 2011.

Third Annual Pro-Life Symposium, 9 a.m.- 1p.m. at the Cardinal
Keeler Diocesan Center, 4800 Union
Deposit Rd, Harrisburg, PA 17111.
Holy Mass at 8 a.m. Topic is “Population Control.” Speakers: Mr. Austin Ruse, President of Catholic Family Rights Institute and Mr. Steven
Mosher, President of the Population
Research Institute. For more information, contact 717-497-1075 or
www.hbglatinmass.com.
Sept. 28, 2011

Oct. 23, 2011
The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild
of the Catholic Medical Association
Annual White Mass for Health Care
Professionals and families (medical
students and residents welcome!)
12:15 p.m. in the Cathedral of Saint
Patrick, 212 S. State Street, Harrisburg. Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
will be the celebrant and homilist.
Light reception to follow. RSVP for
reception by October 16 to Respect
Life Office at 717-657-4804 ext.
294 or e-mail jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.org.

40 Days for Life Opening Mass
at noon at Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Church, 2121 N. Third
St. Harrisburg. Adoration throughout the 40 Days on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 8:30-11 a.m. To
participate, go to “Vigil Schedule”
link at http://www.40daysforlife.
com/harrisburg/
Oct. 1, 2011
Pray – n –Play Walk and Celebration at the Grotto in Emmitsburg,
Md., for a family friendly day filled
with opportunities to pray and play.
Music, food and crafts. Come and
Celebrate Life with us. Register online at www.praynplay4life.com. All

Jan. 22, 2012
March for Life Mass with Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden at 12:15 p.m. in
the Cathedral of Saint Patrick, 212
State St., Harrisburg. All are welcome!
Jan. 23, 2012
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

March for Life Rally, Washington,
D.C.
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Holy Spirit Parishioners Gather as
‘One Family around One Table’ at New Church
By Jen Reed
or the past several years at Holy Spirit Church in
Palmyra, the burgeoning number of parishioners
there separated the congregation for the celebration of
Mass. Those unable to find accommodation in the 300seat church were compelled to sit in the adjacent social
hall or watch the Mass from television in nearby classrooms.
On Aug. 27, however, members gathered as one parish family around the altar for the solemn dedication of
their new church by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.
Benedictine Father James Podlesny, pastor, said the
13,850-square foot church “will allow us to worship as
one family around one
table of the Lord.”
“That’s important for
building a sense of community,” he told The
Catholic Witness.
The dedication coincided with the 54th anniversary of the dedication
of the former church,
and was presided over
by Bishop McFadden.
Benedictine
Father
Douglas R. Nowicki,
Archabbot of St. Vincent
Archabbey in Latrobe,
Pa., also took part in the
ceremonies.
In the solemn Rite of
Dedication, the faithful processed from the
former church to the
new one, where those
responsible for the construction of the church
formerly handed it over
to the bishop. Father

F

Podlesny then opened the doors to the new church,
where the bishop blessed the church and the congregation. Following the Liturgy of the Word, Bishop
McFadden anointed the altar and the church walls with
Sacred Chrism.
In his homily, the bishop told those gathered that
“This liturgy is about the Mystery of Jesus Christ…. It
was the Body of Christ that entered this building when
we came into this new church from outside. God has
chosen to dwell among us, the Body of Christ.”
“Be His witness to the world,” Bishop McFadden
urged the congregation. “Don’t be afraid. The challenge for us is to change the world. How do we change
the world? We share and show love.”
The new church, built at a cost of $3 million, seats
some 625 people and is connected to the former
church by a spacious narthex. The former
church will serve as a social hall.
The addition also features a
new 980-square foot chapel for
daily Mass and Perpetual Adoration. A 76-foot light tower rises
above the altar there to

signal the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.
A new reconciliation chapel, a multipurpose room
and off-street parking are also part of the project, features and amenities that – in conjunction with the new
church – will contribute to a sense of community.
“People often think of church in terms of something
other-worldly, but there are very practical things like
social space and opportunities to relax and interact
with one another in a festive setting,” Father Podlesny
said. “These are important human functions that go into
building a parish community.”
The dedication of the new church coincided with the
anniversary of the dedication of the former church by
Bishop George Leech on Aug. 25, 1957. Holy
Spirit began as mission of St. Joan of Arc
Parish in Hershey, and was established
as a parish on May 28, 1965. Today,
it is home to 956 households, parishioners whose devotion and sacrifice
yielded the new house of worship.
“Our people have made
tremendous sacrifices to
build this new church,”
Father Podlesny said.
“I’m just in awe of how
much they were able to
give of themselves, and
sometimes in the most
unexpected ways. When
you find people on fixed
incomes and with limited
means giving so generously to this, they’re emulating Jesus himself in
his sacrifice on the cross.
We find that we have
many generous people
here in our parish. It’s
truly inspiring.”

Above: Bishop Joseph P. McFadden presents
the keys to the new Holy Spirit Church in Palmyra to Benedictine Father James Podlesny,
pastor. The bishop blessed and dedicated the
13,850-square foot church on Aug. 27.
Left: During the Rite of Dedication of Holy
Spirit Church, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
anoints the altar with Sacred Chrism.
Bottom, left: Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
anoints the walls of the new church as part of
the Rite of Dedication.
Below: Melanie Olson holds Abigail Rose
as Bishop Joseph P. McFadden blesses the
infant.
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Paradise School Marks 100 Years of
Providing Care, Opportunities to Young Men
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

F

rom behind the choir loft railing in the
chapel at Paradise School for Boys,
young men in tan uniforms peer down at Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.
“You are loved,” the bishop tells the dozen
or so boys living at the Abbottstown facility. The Aug. 28 centennial Mass celebrating
Paradise’s milestone is concluding when the
bishop delivers a special message to the young
men.
“The people here love you and want the best
for you,” he tells them. “Remember that you
are loved.”
Since the 1911 founding of the Paradise
Protectory and Agriculture School (as it was
known then) by Bishop John Shanahan, thousands of boys have benefitted from the care
and support given by lay staff, the Xaverian
Brothers and the Sisters of St. Joseph from
Chestnut Hill.
Paradise began as a home for orphan and
destitute boys, offering education, a place to
live and training in agriculture.
Today, as a program under the auspices of
Catholic Charities, it provides specialized
services for adolescents and their families
through residential, day and outpatient programs. Comprehensive services include case
management, structured activities, therapeutic
recreation, psychiatric evaluation and behavior and medication management.
“For 100 years, the Diocese of Harrisburg
and Paradise School have taken care of hundreds upon hundreds of kids,” Program Director Greg Landi remarked during the centennial
celebration.
Dedicated staff – like Mr. Landi, who is in
his 34th year there – offer round-the-clock care.
Among them is St. Joseph Sister James Letitia,
one of 116 Sisters of St. Joseph to serve there
since 1915.
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The young men of Paradise School look down from the choir loft as Bishop Joseph P. McFadden addresses them at the
conclusion of Mass.
“Our boys need love, kindness, nurturing
and guidance. Peer pressure played a hard
lesson on many of them,” Sister James said.
“Our counselors bring boys and their families

Greg Landi, Program Director at Paradise School, participates in the Aug. 28
Mass celebrating the school’s centennial.

St. Joseph Sister James Letitia and Frank Schuhart, staff member from 19442004, present the gifts to Bishop Joseph P. McFadden during the 100th anniversary Mass held in the chapel at Paradise School for Boys.

together to help them reach their potential in
life when they leave us.”
A Cornerstone for Life
Five-year-old Gil Leone entered Paradise
School on Oct. 1, 1948. His mother was a separated, single parent unable to raise him on her
own, and so she brought him to Paradise from
his native Shamokin.
Today at age 68, Mr. Leone continues to
harbor fond memories of his eight years there.
He has a copy of his school record, which details the circumstances of his stay and the frequency of visitors.
Tending to pigs, sheep and cows, organized
sports and nighttime Christmas stories highlight his recollections. From time to time, his
mother would visit or send care packages of
candy and socks.
For years, Mr. Leone has reminisced about
those days with other “Paradise Boys” at an
August reunion picnic held on the school’s
grounds. He shared memories too at the Aug.
28 centennial celebration.
“Paradise was my cornerstone,” said Mr. Leone, who graduated from the school in 1956.
He eventually moved to Harrisburg with his
mother and enjoyed a successful career with
Dauphin Deposit. “You don’t know it at the
time you’re there, but Paradise is ingrained in
you and you draw on it later in life.”
The program has proven successful too to
the troubled boys who’ve gone through the
program since it shifted its focus to troubled
adolescents.
“Up to 90 percent of the boys leave Paradise
School positively and according to plan,” Mr.
Landi remarked. “There’s always a fine balance with the boys regarding therapy, clinical
work, medication, unconditional positive regard, corrections and restitution.”
Fifteen-year-old “Frank” arrived at Paradise
School four months ago. He said he appreciates the opportunity it offers him “to go out
and do things.” Off-campus activities, a climbing wall and pool, and the sincere concern of
staff are advantages, he said.
“I like Paradise because it’s been easier than
I thought it would be,” Frank said. “You can
do what you need to do without having people
scream in your face. I want people to know
that it’s not all that bad of a place.”
Fellow schoolmate “William,” also 15, added that “the boys at Paradise deserve a second
chance.”
And that’s just what they’re getting, along

Gil Leone, age 7, poses for a photo at
Paradise School in February 1950, two
years after his arrival there.
with care and love, just like Bishop McFadden
told them.
William might not have been so convinced
of that message when he first arrived at Paradise four months ago. He didn’t think he belonged there.
But much has changed in William’s mindset, and for the better.
“When I first came, I thought things were
going to be tight and locked down, but it’s
not,” he said. “You can run from here if you
want, but it’s nice here, so I don’t know why
anyone would choose to run.”
“Paradise offers me the chance to change
myself, and I’m taking that opportunity,” he
said.
(For more information on Paradise School,
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/charities and click
on “Youth Services.”)
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Chocolate Chase

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
More than 500 cross country runners
from two dozen mid-state region high
schools competed in the annual Run
for the Chocolate at Hershey’s Shank
Park last week. The 3.1- mile course is
considered one the area’s most difficult,

with steep inclines and rugged sections
of trail that cause the racer to stay alert.
Finishing 5th and 6th respectively in the
varsity girls’ race were Trinity’s Amanda
Kusztos, right, and Bishop McDevitt’s
Sara Miller, above. The two were only
seconds off the winning pace and should
be contenders for Mid-Penn and District
honors come late October.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

One to Remember
consequences of a summer hazing incident
that led to a head coach suspension and player
dismissals, the Shamrocks showed great stayMost big football games seem not to live up ing power in a game that will be long rememto the hype, especially so early on in the season. bered as one the best ever between two diocBut when the Crusaders of Lancaster Catholic esan rivals. Trinity, led by seasoned quarterback
brought their lofty state ranking into COBO Patrick Dill, had every opportunity to win the
Field to face the equally touted Trinity Sham- game. Though he played terrifically through the
rocks, you had to figure something good might pain of a throwing hand injury, Dill made a cruhappen.
cial mental error by taking a knee on 4th down
Given that Trinity was still dealing with the rather than run out the play clock and settle for
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Trinity’s veteran QB
Patrick Dill takes a wallop
in first half action.

It takes more than one
tackler to bring down the
Crusaders’ powerback
Roman Clay.

a five yard delay penalty.
And great teams pounce when their opponent
errors, and the Crusaders seized the momentum
and tied the game before they won it in overtime, 36-29, with a Brandon Hollister 10-yard
scamper left.
These two teams, who have speed and brute,
just seem destined to meet again on a blustery,
cold November night in Hershey for the district
playoffs when summer’s discomfort may well
be forgotten.
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The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:

SHIppeNSbUrG – Our Lady of the
Visitation: Irene McMullen, Caryl Sheppard.

ANNVILLe – St. Paul the Apostle:
Julia Bosko.

SteeLtON – Prince of Peace: Virginia
Rubinic, Bertha Simonetti, Anthony
Vasco, Jr.

berWICK – St. Joseph: Jasper
Andrezze, Tony Cerminaro.
bLUe rIDGe SUmmIt – St. Rita:
William Adams, Marjorie Scheuermann.
CArLISLe – St. Patrick: Allen A.
Leubbers, Dawn Monroe.
CHAmberSbUrG – Corpus Christi:
Yvonne Dallier.
eLIZAbetHtOWN – St. Peter:
Charles Killinger.
GettYSbUrG – St. Francis Xavier:
Josue Pichardo Lopez, Anne
Rosenberg.
HArrISbUrG – Cathedral Parish of
St. Patrick: Helen Sinkovitz; St. Catherine Labouré: Julia Gum.
HerSHeY – St. Joan of Arc: Terry
Loffreda.
LebANON – Assumption BVM:
Theresa Darkes, Barbara Reda, Betty
Steckbeck, Irene Thompson.
LeWIStOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Violet M. Hill.
mANHeIm – St. Richard: Genevieve
Dlusky.
mCSHerrYStOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Francis “Gene”
Redding.
meCHANICSbUrG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Michael A. Bigley,
Gertrude Ruddle; St. Joseph: Margaret
Gilligan, Elizabeth Regan.
mOUNt CArmeL – Divine
Redeemer: Mildred V. Menapace; Our
Lady: Agnes Kerdock.

treVOrtON – St. Patrick: Irene M.
Sager.
WAYNeSbOrO – St. Andrew:
Salvatore Marsiglia.
YOrK – St. Patrick: Jane Gunarich.

Sister Louise Kimmey
Christian Charity Sister Louise Kimmey
died at Holy Family Convent in Danville
Aug. 20. She was 99.
Born Helen Kimmey in Hazleton, she
entered the Congregation of the Sisters of
Christian Charity at Mallinckrodt Convent in
Mendham, N.J., in 1932. From 1935-1946,
she taught in elementary schools in Pennsylvania and New York. She received a B.A.
from Manhattan College, N.Y., in 1943. Sister Louise also taught at her alma mater, West
Catholic Girls’ High School in Philadelphia
and held the office of treasurer at the Motherhouse in Mendham from 1956-1987. She
moved to Holy Family Convent in 1993.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Aug. 22
in the convent chapel. Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery, Danville.

Sister m. bernarda
Holy Cross Sister M. Bernarda died Aug.
20 at the age of 93.
Born Rose Cecile Maranto in Marshall,
Texas, she entered the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Holy Cross in 1936 and served
for 51 years in elementary and junior high
schools in Texas, Pennsylvania and Maryland.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Aug. 26
in the Church of Our Lady of Loretto, St.
Mary’s, Notre Dame, Ind.

NeW FreeDOm – St. John the
Baptist: Emma Cusick, Linda Glock,
Michael Rogers.
pALmYrA – Holy Spirit: Genevieve
Seaton.
rOHrerStOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Edward Fischer, Jr.
SHAmOKIN – Mother Cabrini: Anna
Fedorshock, Dorothy Korbich, Mary
Moll, Stella Pastuszek, Dennis
Scicchitano, Anna Tosloskie, John G.
Witt, Sr.

Please pray for the following clergy who died in September during
the past 25 years:
Father William McDonnell, 1990
Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997

LARC Day of Dialogue
Hopes, Facts and Fears: Understanding
the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict
October 24 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Presentations by Rev. Dr. Bruce Chilton on “History and Background of
the Conflict” and “Witness of the Church Today: Exploring the Theology
that Informs Peacemaking.” Rev. Dr. Chilton is Rector of the Church of St.
John the Evangelist and Bernard Iddings Bell Professor of Religion at Bard
College.
The day begins with registration from 9-9:30 a.m. followed by the introduction of bishops, and includes Morning Prayer, presentations, small
group discussion, floor questions, lunch and Closing Prayer. Cost is $25 for
one registration, $22.50 each for two registrations and $20 each for three or
more registrations. Register by Oct. 17 by contacting Deacon Charles Clark
at 717-657-4804, ext. 265.

StrongWomen Strength training program Offered
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg and Penn State Cooperative Extension
will be teaming up to offer the StrongWomen Program this fall. This is an eight week
program geared for middle-aged to older women and is based upon years of research on
how strength training and proper nutrition can improve the health of women of all ages.
The program was developed to help women increase their strength, bone density, balance
and energy and help them look and feel better. Participants will meet two times a week for
one hour sessions. There is a $55 fee per session for this program. Participants may want
to provide their own hand weights and ankle weights.
The morning classes will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30–10:30 a.m.
at St. Katharine Drexel Parish, 1 Peter Drive, Mechanicsburg. Sessions will run Oct. 10–
Nov. 30. An informational session for all those interested in participating will be held Oct.
3 at 9:30 a.m. in the church social hall of the parish. Parking is in the lower level parking
lot at the rear of the building. Mandatory paperwork must be completed in order to participate in the program and individuals over age 70 must get a doctor’s permission.
For more information, or to register for the program, contact the Penn State Cooperative Extension office in Cumberland County at 717-240-6500.

pro-Life Action League Director
to Speak at Annville parish
Mark your calendars for an important presentation by Eric Scheidler Oct. 14 in the
social hall at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville. Eric, Director of the Pro-Life Action League, is carrying on the ministry begun by his father, veteran pro-life leader, Joe
Scheidler. Since 2007, Eric has headed grassroots efforts dedicated to closing the nation’s
largest abortion facility which opened in Aurora, Ill. Eric speaks on pro-life issues to audiences around the country and will be speaking about Planned Parenthood.
Doors open at 6 p.m. for a free-will offering buffet dinner provided by the Knights of
Columbus. The presentation begins at 7:30 p.m. Books and materials will be available for
purchase. RSVP is required for dinner seating. Call Sandra Paveglio at 717-838-5243 or
e-mail sandrapav@verizon.net.

Harry DeFrank Golf Classic to Benefit
trinity Shamrocks Girls’ basketball program
Preparations are underway for the Fourth Annual Harry DeFrank Golf Classic to benefit
the Trinity High School Shamrocks Girls’ Basketball program. This year’s event will take
place Sept. 25 at the Valley Green Golf Course in Etters, Pa. All proceeds raised directly
support the Trinity Shamrocks Girls’ Basketball program.
“Our Golf Classic is a huge undertaking,” said Kristi Britten, head coach of the Shamrocks. “We begin planning for this event in the spring. Our dedicated group of volunteers
and committed sponsors help make this event a huge success. The girls have a tremendous
amount of fun on the day of the event, volunteering their time to assist in all capacities.”
The Trinity Shamrocks Golf Classic committee is seeking company sponsorships as
well as donations for the event’s raffle items. Contributions help carry on the legacy of
Coach DeFrank and the quality of the girls’ basketball program that he established over
his 23 years at Trinity High School.
Harry DeFank was the Trinity Girls Basketball Coach for 23 seasons, winning a majority of the games he coached. Ill health forced Coach DeFrank into retirement in May of
2007. Kristi Britten, a former player of DeFrank, assisted him for 10 years and just completed her fourth year as head coach for the Shamrocks.
For more information on how your business can support the Trinity Shamrocks Girls
Basketball Team, or to participate in the golf classic, contact Coach Kristi Britten at 717418-2119.

Delone Catholic Offers
Catholic broadcast Network (DCbN)
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown and TownM Video have announced a
partnership to broadcast a wide range of special school events and extracurricular activities via the internet. DCBN will carry all five regular-season home varsity football games
live this fall with other events to be added.
Representatives from Delone Catholic and TownM Video have been outlining the concept of DCBN and planning its implementation for nearly two years since Dan Colgan, a
1987 Delone Catholic graduate and owner of TownM Video, approached Delone Catholic
with the idea.
“We are so grateful to Mr. Colgan for bringing the idea of DCBN to us,” Dr. Maureen C.
Thiec, Principal of Delone Catholic, said. “We have been looking for new ways to showcase the talents of our students and faculty and to involve our alumni and friends in the
life of Delone Catholic. This is a great way for all of us at Delone Catholic to bring Squire
Country to those who live outside the Adams, York and Carroll County area.”
Anyone who is interested in working with the broadcast, especially those who are interested in serving as color analysts for other sports, should contact the Delone Catholic
Office of Development and Alumni Relations at 717-637-5969, Ext. 201. Many sponsorship levels are available, and any businesses that are interested in sponsoring the network
should contact TownM Video at 717-632-8274.
During the 2011 season, home varsity football games will be broadcast with a pregame show at 6:30 p.m. Viewers can find the broadcast at www.DeloneCatholic.org or at
www.ustream.tv/channel/delonecatholicsports. Games from other sports and non-athletics events that will be broadcast will be announced via www.DeloneCatholic.org and the
school’s Facebook page as they are scheduled.
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Young Church in Action

Through Squires Program, Knights Reinforce
Values of Charity, Service in Young Men
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Since their establishment in 1882,
the Knights of Columbus have been
among the forefront of those promoting the Catholic faith, respect for life,
vocations, charity and service.
Through their official youth organization called the Columbian Squires,
the Knights continue to hand on those
traditions and priorities to the younger
generation.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Squire
Circles of young men are developing
as leaders committed to their faith and
advocating for the Church and her
teachings.
There are currently Squire Circles at
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg,
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola,
Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg and St. Patrick and St. Rose of
Lima parishes in York. In Shamokin,
Knights of Columbus Council 458 is
working to reactivate Squire Circle
358.
“The Squires program instills in the
young men the fact that our faith is important, and that charity is important,”
said Michael Yakubick, the area’s Assistant State Squire Chairman.
Mr. Yakubick is also a member of
Knights of Columbus Council 12788
at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg,
which has sponsored St. Joseph Squire
Circle 5102 for the past five years.
The Squires organization aims to
teach leadership through practical application, Mr. Yakubick said.
Squires lead their own meetings, invest new members, plan their Circle’s
agenda and implement their program
of activities.
“We’re a well-rounded group,” St.
Joseph Circle Past Chief Squire David
Bludis said of the 30-some young men
in the Circle at St. Joseph’s.
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Jonathon Stephens, left, and David Bludis have taken active leadership roles with
the Columbian Squires, a program of the Knights of Columbus that fosters faith,
leadership and service in young Catholic men. Jonathon and David are active
members of the Squires Circle at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg and at the
state level.

“We do charity and service in the
community, spiritual events in the parish community and fun activities,” said
David, a senior at Cumberland Valley
High School.
Activities of the Squires at St. Joseph’s include an annual Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, community service and participation in fund-raising
walks, including one for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in memory
of Catie O’Brien, a parishioner who
died of a rare form of cancer in 2009
at the age of seven.
St. Jude’s cause is so close to the
hearts of the Squires at St. Joseph’s
that they took it to the state level when
Circle member Jonathon Stephens was
elected State Circle Chief Squire in

June of this year.
In his role, Jonathon, a senior at Trinity High School in Camp Hill, administers all state projects and programs
for the 25 Circles in Pennsylvania.
At a meeting to determine causes to
support for the state project, Jonathon
spoke of Catie’s story and the vital
services St. Jude’s provides. The State
Circle unanimously elected to support
it.
At the state level, Jonathon has also
served as sentry, marshal and bursar in
previous years. This year, David, his
fellow St. Joseph Squire, joins him in
the State Circle as bursar, who is responsible for collecting and distributing the organization’s funds.
Jonathon and David are also cochairmen for next year’s state Squire
convention, which will be held in the
Diocese of Harrisburg.
And that’s not all the honors that St.
Joseph Circle 5102 has earned since it

formed five years ago.
Three times they’ve received the
Corps d’Elite Award for their involvement in numerous activities. Last year,
they earned the Brother Barnabas
Award, which recognizes the most
outstanding Circle activities.
But for the Squires, their involvement is not about earning accolades.
Their service is an extension of their
faith.
“Service is an important component
because I feel that if we’re able to, we
should give back as much as we can,”
Jonathon remarked. “As much as we
can give – whether it’s yard work or
fund-raising – that’s what we should
do.”
“It’s just the way we were raised,”
David added. “I grew up in a neighborhood with a lot of elderly people,
so I helped them. I’ve been helping
others all my life, and being a Squire
just reinforces it.”
From preparing refreshments after
Mass and raising money for a cure, to
raking leaves and enjoying camaraderie at a ballgame, the Squires organization is a program run by young Catholic men for young Catholic men, and
ultimately for the service of all.
“They’re our future,” Mr. Yakubick
said. “If you instill in young people
the fact that doing for others is essential to our faith, that will carry through
as they become adults. They’ll be the
leaders of tomorrow.”

Squires Information
Any Catholic boy age 10-18 can
join a Squire Circle, even if their
parish does not have one. For information on joining or establishing a
Circle, contact Michael Yakubick
at KofC12788@aol.com or 717329-2725. Additional information
about the Squires can be found at
www.kofc.org/un/en/squires.
To inquire about the reactivation
of Circle 358 in Shamokin, call
Mike Adams at 570-373-2050.

Youth Soccer
Challenge Competition
All boys and girls ages 10-14 are
invited to participate in the locallevel Soccer Challenge competition
for the year 2011. The local competition will be held Sept. 18 from
1-5 p.m. behind St. Leo the Great
Church in Rohrerstown. In the
event of inclement weather, a
rain date is set for Sept.
25 from 1-5 p.m. at the
same location.
The Knights of
Columbus
Soccer
Challenge is sponsored annually, with
winners progressing
through local, district
and state competitions.

International champions are announced by the K of C International
Headquarters based on scores from
the state-level competitions. All
boys and girls 10-14 years of age
are eligible to participate and will
compete in their respective age divisions. All contestants on the local level are recognized for
their participation in the
event.
Participants are required to furnish proof
of age and written
parental consent. For
more information contact Frank Spohn at 717380-7451.
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Spiritual Offerings

A pro-life Mass will be celebrated Sept. 10 at 8 a.m. at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg by Father
Paul Clark, Diocesan Canonical Consultant and Pastor St. Matthew
Parish in Dauphin.
A Blue Mass sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Harrisburg
Diocesan Chapter will be celebrated at St. Patrick Cathedral in
Harrisburg Sept. 11 at 9:30 a.m. to honor law enforcement and
emergency personnel.
A Mass of Remembrance for families who have experienced
the loss of a child through miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth or early
death will be held at Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill Sept. 15
at 7 p.m. Families can take this opportunity name their children if
they have not done so. Names will be brought to the altar. Send
your child’s name to the church at 3435 Trindle Road, Camp Hill,
PA 17011 in an envelope marked “Mass of Remembrance” or via
e-mail to mass915@comcast.net.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated Sept. 18 at
2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg by Father
Walter Sempko.
The St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania, an
organization of Catholic lawyers, announces the celebration of the
Red Mass by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden Sept. 26 at noon at St.
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. A short reception will follow in the
social hall. For information, contact Andrew Clark at 717-514-3549
or visit www.saintthomasmoresociety.com.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

St. Joseph Parish in Dallastown welcomes and encourages all
women to attend “Women of Grace, Morning of Grace” mini-retreat
Sept. 17 from 9 a.m.-noon. The morning is a celebration of the
power of intercessory prayer, featuring a focus on Mary Queen
of All Saints. The morning includes a light breakfast, personal
testimonies of answered prayers, and a video from Johnnette
Benkovic (EWTN’s Women of Grace) concerning the intercession
of the saints, and how they work in our lives. The mini-retreat will
conclude with an Act of Consecration to Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Donation of
$7 payable at the door. RSVP to Debbie Fitzpatrick, St. Joseph/
Dallastown 717-757-6744, leoboone@aol.com or Vicki Crispo St.
Joseph/ York at Wings7500@aol.com.
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will
host a Marian Day Oct. 1 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish in Buchanan Valley. The day, hosted by the Seton District,
will include Mass and Marian devotions. Cost of $10 includes lunch.
Reservation deadline is Sept. 26; contact Brenda Wolf at 717-6588191 or brendangel.musicwithmama@gmail.com.
St. Columba’s Travel Committee presents a Pilgrimage to
Fatima and Lourdes with Barcelona scheduled for Oct. 21–30,
2012. A trip presentation and information session will be held Sept.
21 at 6:30 p.m. in St. Columba’s Parish Center in Bloomsburg. The
per person rates are as follows: Double $2,899; Single $3,299;
Triple $2,869. Contact John Kashi at 570-437-9081 or Pat Weinhofer, 570-784-2230 with questions.

Education, Enrichment & Support

National Cursillo Region 2 Coordinator Michael Ciccocioppo
will lead a half-day workshop on Sponsorship for Cursillo Connections, School of Leaders, on Sept. 10 from 9 a.m.noon at the
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. For information, contact
elizaon@verizon.net.
The Oblates of St. Benedict, St. Anselm Deanery, will hold
a special meeting Sept. 11 at 1 p.m. in the Parish Social Hall at
St. Pius X, Selinsgrove. Brother Jeremiah Lange, O.S.B., from St.
Vincent Archabbey will give a talk on Lectio Divinia. Any questions,
contact Frank Stoshack at 570-648-5013.
Life in the Spirit Seminar: The seminar is an introduction to
a life lived in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. Sunday
evenings Sept. 11-Oct. 23 from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Peter Church,
Elizabethtown. For registration and information, call 717-367-1255.
Attend as many evenings as your schedule permits.
A bereavement program for those grieving the loss of a loved
one will be offered by the Pastoral Care Department at Holy Spirit
Hospital in Camp Hill afternoons from 1-2:30 p.m. and evenings
from 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays Sept. 14-Oct. 19. Call 717-763-2118.
If you are a Catholic, but have lately not been practicing
your faith, and are interested in exploring the possibility of returning to the Church, the Landings Ministry at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish in Abbottstown may be just what you’re looking for!
It involves a welcoming, non-judgmental small group of trained
laity who help you explore your faith and your future with the
Church. We offer two separate sessions; morning or evening. Our
morning session begins Sept. 12 at 10 a.m.; the evening session
Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. To inquire about the program, contact Bernadine
Filliben at 717-259-9006.
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover will be conducting the
RCIA class for this year beginning on Sept. 13 in the Library at
Gotwalt Hall. All interested parties are encouraged to call the parish
house at 717-637-4625 or John Barrett at 717-633-1082 for details
and registration.
A Gregorian Chant Workshop will be offered at St. Vincent
School in Hanover Sept. 14, 21 and 28 at 6:30 p.m. The free,
three-night seminar will focus on reading Gregorian chant notation
in several languages. The workshop is open to people of all ages,
regardless of ability to read music. To register, contact the parish
office at 717-637-4625.
Holy Spirit Health System will host a free educational seminar
on women’s health issues and treatment options Sept 15 at 6 p.m.
in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium. Many women develop different
gynecologic problems. The seminar will discuss symptoms and
treatment options, including surgical options, and an overview of da

Vinci gynecologic surgery. There is no need to register. If you have
questions, call 717-763-2900.
Diocesan Committee for Girls Scouts and Camp Fire will
be offering training options for adults who wish to assist Girl
Scouts in earning Catholic religious recognitions. Training will
be Sept. 17 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center in
Harrisburg. For information or reservations, contact the Office for
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 717657-4804 x327. Training will also be offered Sept. 25 from 1-3 p.m.
at St. Joseph Parish in Danville. For information or reservations,
contact Billie Ingraham at ingrafam@aol.com or 570-275-1804.
St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville is having a Tent
Revival Sept. 16-18. Deacon Ralph Poyo’s energetic and inspiring
presentations help you find out what you really believe and where
you are on your spiritual journey. FRIDAY: Praise and Worship
service. SATURDAY: A Special Activities Tent for children ages 5
to 12 is open throughout the day. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. – Morning Mass
followed by talks and presentations. Lunch provided. Discussion,
Q & A time after each presentation. 8 p.m. Saturday night movie
in the tent – The Princess Bride with free refreshments. SUNDAY:
Closing with the Celebration of Mass at 10:30 a.m. Parish picnic
on the grounds, bring a salad, finger food or dessert to share.
Hamburgers and drinks provided. If you have been away from the
church or just feel lost in your journey, this is the open door you
have been looking for to continue onward. Call the parish office at
717-867-1525 with any questions.
A Day of Prayer at St. James Church in Lititz with Sister Maria
DeMonte, OP, will be held Sept. 21 from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in
Our Lady’s Center. Sister Maria, will present, “God, I Have Issues.”
For registration, call St. James Parish Office at 717-626-5580, ext.
2, or e-mail acorvelle@hbgdiocese.org. Bring a snack for your
lunch break. Coffee and tea will be available. A free-will offering
will be appreciated.
St. Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville will host a gathering for the introduction of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults) 2011-2012 Process. There will be response to questions
and concerns about the Catholic way of life. You assume no obligation or commitment in deciding to attend this gathering of inquiring people. If you are interested or would like to talk to someone,
contact Loretta O’Neill at 717-201-0493 or teddy2004@comcast.
net,Jude Schlager at 717-499-8376 or jude@schlagerupholstery.
com, stop-in for the first session Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. at the church,
or contact the parish office at 717-872-2166.
St. James Parish in Lititz will conduct a Catholics Returning
Home series on six consecutive Thursday evenings beginning
Sept. 22. Sessions are for non-practicing Catholics seeking
answers to questions about returning to the Church. There will be
informal sharing and an update of the Catholic faith. Sessions will
be held from 7-8:30 p.m. at the church. For information, call Aimee
Taylor at 717-627-0388.
A reflection day, “Searching for God – Natural Theology vs.
Science,” presented by Dr. Robert Kurland will be held at St. Cyril
Spiritual Center in Danville Sept. 24 from 9:45 a.m.-3 p.m. Offering
of $40 is due by the registration deadline of Sept. 16. Call 570275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org and click “Current Events.”
Sacred Heart Basilica Health Resource and Wellness Ministry, a long with Hanover Hospital, will host a Health Fair Sept.
24 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on the grounds of Sacred Heart Basilica in
Conewago. Speakers, exhibits, screenings and activities. Event is
free. Call the rectory at 717-637-2721 or Connie at 717-630-4869.

Events & Fund-Raisers

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a clothing ministry of the Cathedral
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, celebrates its 19th anniversary
as an inner city ministry Sept. 9. Thank you to our faithful donors
who make this all happen with their generous donations. The
ministry provides approximately $170 worth of free clothing to
each individual referred to us from 18 referral agencies. We also
have discounts ranging from 25-90 percent based on household
income. To celebrate our anniversary, a 19 percent clothing
discount will be offered during the month of September. The shop
is located at 1310 N. 3rd St., Hbg. (across from the Broad St.
Market). Questions, call Mel at 717-234-2436.
The Saint Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary is sponsoring a Chicken Bar-B-Que to benefit the Retirement Community
Sept. 10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at St. Anne’s Retirement Community.
Baked goods will also be available. A complete dinner for $8 or
half a chicken for $5. For tickets or information, contact Michelle
Bard at 717-285-1412. Tickets may also be purchased the day of
the Bar-B-Que; however, advanced ticket purchases are encouraged. Donations of baked goods may be brought Sept. 9 or Sept.
10.
The Knights of Columbus, Council # 14865, will host the Fifth
Annual Father Bernard Quinn Memorial Golf Tournament Sept. 17
at the South Hills Golf Course in Hanover. Cost is $260 per team.
Registration deadline is Sept. 15. Call the parish house at 717637-4625 or John Barrett at 717-633-1082.
Mary’s Helpers will hold their Fall Festival of Colors at Prince
of Peace Education/Social Center at 245 Reynders Street in Steelton Sept. 17 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Interesting treasures, antiques,
collectibles, artistic designs, arts and crafts, baked goods, games
of chance and vendors. A few tables remain; call Sister Sue Ann at
717-939-2449.
Sacred Heart School in Hanover will host a “Wine in the
Woods” festival Sept. 17 from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. at the Basilica
Picnic Woods located at the corner Chapel and Centennial Roads
intersection in Hanover. There will be four local wineries, vendors
of handmade jewelry, crafted goods, candles, planter boxes and
flowers, live music, DJ, good food, desserts, games of chance and
activities for kids. General admission and parking are free. $10
donation for each wine tasting ticket. Proceeds benefit Sacred
Heart School Development. Visit www.myshspa.com, e-mail wineinthewoods@gmail.com or call SHS at 717-632-8715 for info.
A Vera Bradley Bingo will be held in Divine Mercy Hall at
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel Sept. 18. Doors open at

1 p.m. and bingo starts at 2 p.m. Admission is $20. Regular bingos
worth at least $75. Specials worth at least $150. Jackpot worth
at least $250. Food and refreshments will be available for sale.
Call ahead for tickets and seating: 570-672-3030, 570-373-5936,
570-205-8751.
The Lebanon District CCW will celebrate the appreciation of
our priests, deacons and religious at a dinner Sept. 20 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Lantern Lodge, Myerstown. Tickets can be purchased from
your parish CCW President. The guest speaker for the evening will
be The Honorable Mauree Gingrich, State Representative,101st
Legislative District.
The Knights of Columbus-St. Patrick Council #4057 will host
the 9th Annual Benefit Bingo for Babies Sept. 23 at the St. Patrick
Church Parish Activity Center on Marsh Drive in Carlisle. Proceeds
will benefit crisis pregnancy center Carlisle Area Family Life
Center. Tickets are $25 and include dinner and 22 games to vie for
Vera Bradley & Thirty-One bags, Polish Pottery and various store
and restaurant gift cards. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., followed by
dinner at 6 p.m. and games at 6:30 p.m. For tickets or information,
call 717-243-6544.
A holiday arts and crafts fair, sponsored by St. Bernard Parish
in New Bloomfield, will be held Sept. 24 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Wide
variety of arts, handicrafts, demonstrations, delicious baked
goods, children’s activities/games, silent auction and raffles. Enjoy
breakfast, lunch and homemade soups. Contact Martha at 717789-4109 or djhaag@embarqmail.com for more info.
The Knights of Columbus of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
in New Holland will sponsor an all-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner
Sept. 24 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish hall. Tickets are $8 adults,
$5 for children (under 12) when purchased in advance and $10
adults, $6 children (under 12) at the door.
Spaghetti, meat sauce, salad, bread, dessert and beverages. Contact Don Trout at 717-371-8879 or Sunny Hirsch at 717-468-0971.
National champion basketball coach Bob Hurley will speak
at York Catholic High School Sept. 24 at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $50 per
person and includes dinner and Coach Hurley’s speech. MVP tickets cost $150 and include dinner and speech, as well as a meet
and greet reception at 5:30 p.m., a group photo and an advertisement in the event program. For tickets, contact Barbara Bucher at
bbucher@yorkcatholic.org or 717-846-8871, ext. 51.
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg and the Pennsylvania National Guard will host a Walk for Education Sept. 25 at
City Island River View Pavilion in Harrisburg. Registration takes
place from 11 a.m.-noon, and the walk will be held from noon-2
p.m. The event will also include a 5K run. The Walk for Education
will help raise funds for Bishop McDevitt high school tuition assistance and the Pennsylvania National Guard 28th Infantry Division
Association Scholarship Fund. Registration forms are available
at www.mcdwalkforeducation.com. Contact Walk creator Gina
(Lengjel) Shull at 717-903-0805 for information.
A basket bingo will take place in the cafeteria at St. Theresa
School in New Cumberland Sept. 25. Doors open at 11:30 a.m.,
bingo begins at 1 p.m. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door.
All baskets will be filled and have a gift certificate. There will also
be door prizes and the kitchen will be open. A raffle for the Horizon
of Hope basket: for every two non-perishable food items or
personal care items you bring, you will receive 1 ticket. For more
information, or to purchase tickets, call Pam at 717-585-5904.
St. Rose of Lima School’s Home School Association is holding their annual Basket Bingo Sept. 25 at the Dover Twp. Community Center on 3700 Davidsburg Rd. Tickets ordered in advance
are $16. Call St. Rose of Lima School at 717-792-0889 or e-mail
jmyanick@verizon.net.Ticketsare $20 at the door. Doors open at
12:30 p.m. and bingo begins at 2 p.m. with 20 games of bingo and
chances to win filled Longaberger baskets, along with door prizes
and raffles. Food and desserts available for purchase. Bingo
proceeds benefit educational needs of St. Rose of Lima School.
The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Infant Parish in
York Haven will host a fundraiser at East York Isaac’s Restaurant
and Deli, 2960 Whiteford Road, York, Sept. 25 from 5-9 p.m. It will
support CCW’s Charitable Outreach programs. Let your server
know that you are there for the fundraiser and fill out a short form.
The CCW will receive 25 percent of the cost of the meal or carryout order.
Concert organist Hector Olivera will perform at St. Leo the
Great Church in Rohrerstown Oct. 9 at 4 p.m. with a reception
to follow at the church. Tickets are available in advance from the
Buch Organ Company or at the door. Tickets are $10 for students,
$12 for adults preordered, $15 for adults at the door, and free for
children under 12. To order tickets, contact the Buch Organ Company at 717-733-6614, 1-800-242-3901 or info@buchorgans.com.
St. Joseph’s Women’s Club of Lancaster will host an Autumn
Card and Game Night Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. in the parish hall at St.
Joseph’s. Play cards or bring your favorite board game. Tickets
are $5 per person; purchase tickets from Lynn at 717-394-5370 or
Gloria at 717-393-7120.

Parish, School &
Organization News

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a clothing ministry of the Cathedral
Parish of St. Patrick, is seeking a full time manager at 1310 N. 3rd
St., Harrisburg. Hourly rate is $11.50. Retail experience and a car
are required. Send résumé to SLTS, c/o 208 N. 30th St., Harrisburg, PA 17109. Questions, call Connie Hanna at 717-652-8283.
The estate of two long time parishioners of St. Anne Parish
in Lancaster, William H. and A. Rosella Springer, has donated
several items in honor of priests who have served the faithful there
in years past. A new processional cross has been donated in the
memory of Msgr. Charles L. Allen, pastor of St. Anne’s from 1946
to 1963. Msgr. Allen passed away in 1970. Msgr. Francis Hudak,
who died in 2005 and served as Assistant Pastor from 1963 to
1965, has been similarly remembered with the donation of one of
the two candlesticks that will flank the tabernacle. The second tabernacle candlestick is given in honor of Father Frederick Farace,
who is retired and currently lives in Berwick and was in residence
at St. Anne’s from 1962 to 1967 while serving as Chaplain at
Lancaster Catholic High School. Additional altar candleware has
been donated in memory of family members.
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World and National News

Parishes Fare Well though
Many Areas Hard Hit by Irene

ishes assist their people.
Vermont Catholic Charities issued
a statement saying the organization is
evaluating how to be most helpful to
flood victims. In the same statement,
Bishop Salvatore R. Matano expressed
his “prayerful support of those throughout this beautiful state who are suffering the effects of the Hurricane/Tropical
Storm Irene.”
Catholic Charities USA said its agencies up and down the East Coast were
assessing damage and assisting people
with food, shelter and other needs. An
Aug. 30 statement noted that following
numerous disasters in 2011, financial
resources at agencies around the country are strained and that donations are
needed.
Information about damage in New
Jersey was still hard to come by Aug.
31, as some of the state’s creeks and
rivers continued to rise, flooding farms
as well as urban areas and cutting off
access to roads across the state.
Damage also was still being evaluated
in areas of New York where Irene left
trails of flood destruction. One town,
Windham, N.Y., was all but “wiped
off the map,” reported The Evangelist,

newspaper of the Albany Diocese.
The newspapers of the Archdiocese of Baltimore and the dioceses of
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Providence, R.I.,
reported that the main damage to church
property was apparently downed trees
and branches, power outages and some
flooding.
“We weathered it all very well,”
said Msgr. Michael Curran, pastor of
Blessed Trinity Parish in Brooklyn,
which includes St. Thomas More, St.
Edmund and St. Genevieve churches.
“All three churches were spared damages of any kind.”
The churches fell within the city’s
mandatory evacuation zones and most
people did leave the area, reported The
Tablet, the diocesan newspaper.
In Rhode Island, where previous hurricanes had damaging tidal surges and
rain, the wind from Irene was the main
factor causing problems, reported the
Rhode Island Catholic, newspaper of
the Providence Diocese.
Parishes along the coast reported
little damage, but inland churches had
some minor structural damage and
many downed trees.
A 10-foot decorative steeple atop Our

Lady of Mercy Church, East Greenwich, was toppled by the strong
winds. Auxiliary Bishop Robert C.
Evans, who is in residence at the parish, reported to the pastor, Msgr. John
C. Lolio, that he heard squeaking
noises while he was praying in the
church during the height of the storm
Sunday morning.
A sexton later reported that the
steeple had toppled onto the roof.
It was worse than we thought,” said
Msgr. Lolio. But, helpfully, the metal
cross that decorates the top of the
steeple was bent in such a way that it
prevented the wooden structure from
sliding off the roof and possibly injuring someone.
At St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception Parish, Pawtucket, winds
punched out a board covering a 4-by4-foot clover-shaped opening high
up on the southern face of the steeple
that once contained an ornate stainedglass window.
In Baltimore, 18 parishes reported
some sort of damage from Irene,
but none was serious enough to prevent use of the buildings, reported
the Catholic Review, archdiocesan
newspaper.
Much of the archdiocese felt the effects of a 5.8 magnitude earthquake
just five days earlier, which added to
the storm complications at St. Patrick
Church in the Fells Point neighborhood. The earthquake centered 110
miles away in Mineral, Va., shook
loose several limestone pieces from
St. Patrick’s steeple, making the
church unusable until it can be repaired.
The Diocese of Wilmington, Del.,
reported mostly minor damage at its
parishes and schools, despite their
proximity to the Atlantic coast where
Irene first came ashore. Among the
more serious effects were the destruction of the food pantry supplies
at one parish, reported The Dialog,
newspaper of the diocese.
Similar lack of problems was reported in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, where the Catholic Standard
and Times reported on parishes functioning by candlelight and canceled
or shortened outdoor events.

en and the Pregnancy and Family Resource Center. He also established the
Perpetual Adoration Chapel at Corpus
Christi Parish.
Msgr. Overbaugh said that Msgr.
Brenner’s work in founding chapels of
Perpetual Adoration and in supporting
charitable efforts stemmed from his
faith and from his work with Catholic
Charities.
“He was so dedicated to the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament, and to be able
to establish adoration chapels and also
to take care of the food kitchen and
pregnancy center, he did so much good
for so many people whose lives he
touched,” Msgr. Overbaugh said. “I’m
sure they’re all very grateful to him today for what he did for them.”
“Even after his work as Director of
Catholic Charities, he stayed involved

in it for the rest of his life, in reality,”
Father McGinley said. “He also did a
lot of work to get the parishes of the
diocese to support the St. Francis Soup
Kitchen in Harrisburg.
Msgr. Overbaugh and Father McGinley were among those who celebrated
Msgr. Brenner’s 50th jubilee with him
earlier this year at Misericordia. As a
tradition, those classmates gathered every year to celebrate Mass and share a
meal.
Msgr. Brenner was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease in 1997, and priest
friends say it didn’t break his spirit or
his desire to get together with his brother priests.
“He carried his cross and his suffering well. He never complained about
it,” Father McGinley said. “He was a
great example of how to handle sick-

ness through extreme faith and deep
spirituality.”
Msgr. Overbaugh remarked that
though it was painful to see Msgr.
Brenner suffer from the disease, “he
handled it as well as he could spiritually and with a lot of courage.”
“His priesthood and his years of
faithful service to the Church speak for
themselves,” he said. “My prayer is that
he is at great peace with the Lord and
receiving the reward of all his labors,
which he certainly deserves.”
Memorial contributions can be made
to Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen, P.O.
Box 548, York PA 17405; Pregnancy
and Family Resource Center, 46 West
Princess St., York PA 17401; or to the
Msgr. Brenner Education Fund at St.
Patrick School, 235 South Beaver St.,
York PA 17401.

Catholic News Service
From the Carolinas up the Atlantic
Coast into Canada, the trail of Hurricane Irene was one of dramatic floods,
wind damage and other disruptions.
More than 40 people in various
states were reported to have been
killed by floodwaters, falling trees, car
accidents and powerful waves. Irene
hit the Carolina coast Aug. 27 and
skirted the coastline, causing destruction in a dozen states before dumping
inches of rain and causing at least two
deaths in Canada.
A survey of some of the dioceses
where the worst effects were felt found
few significant problems at church
properties, though the communities
around them suffered serious losses.
New Jersey and Connecticut struggled with still-rising rivers and streams
days after Irene passed through those
states Aug. 27 and 28.
In Vermont, where raging floodwaters from what was by then Tropical
Storm Irene damaged or destroyed
hundreds of roads, JoAnne Prouty,
bookkeeper at Sacred Heart St.
Francis de Sales in Bennington said
the rushing water and the damage it
caused were amazing.
The main highway connecting Bennington to the east, Route 9, is cut
off.
“The road looks like it’s broken in
half,” Prouty said. “It looks more like
an earthquake hit it than floodwater.”
The parish served as an overnight
emergency shelter to residents and
staff of a small nursing home, Prouty
said. But they were able to return home
Aug. 29 after the danger of flooding at
the nursing home was over.
And the parish’s food pantry, normally only open a couple of days
a week, has been hit up by several
families who lost all their food in the
floods or because they lost power to
refrigerators, she said.
Father Richard O’Donnell, pastor of
St. Michael Parish in Brattleboro, told
CNS that his community had lots of
homes with substantial flood damage.
The parish would be helping people
with whatever possible in the coming weeks. He noted that the Diocese
of Burlington has called for a special
collection the weekend of Sept. 10/11
with the proceeds going to help par-

Msgr. Brenner
Continued from 1

He served as chaplain of Harrisburg
State Hospital from 1964-1967 and as
Director of Catholic Charities of the
Harrisburg Diocese from 1972-1981.
He was pastor of St. Ann’s in Steelton
from 1978-1981, St. Patrick Parish in
York from 1981-1995, and Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg from
1995 until his retirement in 2002.
On April 10, 1979, he was appointed
Honorary Prelate to His Holiness Pope
John Paul II with the title of Monsignor.
During his 14 years as pastor of St.
Patrick’s in York, he established the
Good Shepherd Perpetual Adoration
Chapel, Our Daily Bread Soup Kitch-

CNS/CHIP EAST, REUTERS

Brian Grant and Bob Bianchini, engineers from the public works department out
for a safety inspection along the beach, are slammed by waves and storm surge
as Hurricane Irene hits Asbury Park, N.J., Aug. 28. The storm knocked out power
to more than 3 million homes and businesses along the East Coast. Damages
were estimated at more than a billion dollars.
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Baltimore Archbishop Named to
Head Knights of Holy Sepulcher
By Christopher Gunty
Catholic News Service

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Benedict XVI has named Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien of Baltimore
as pro-grand master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher.
The order is a chivalric organization
dedicated to supporting the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and the
needs of Catholics in the Holy Land.
Archbishop O’Brien is pictured during
his installation ceremony in Baltimore
in 2007.

Pope Benedict XVI appointed Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien of Baltimore
as pro-grand master of the Equestrian
Order (Knights) of the Holy Sepulcher
of Jerusalem, based in Rome.
The appointment was announced simultaneously in Rome and in Washington Aug. 29.
The order is a chivalric organization
dedicated to promoting and defending
Christianity in the Holy Land, supporting the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
and responding to the needs of Catholics in the region. Its origins date back
to the First Crusade, when its leader,
Godfrey de Bouillon, liberated Jerusalem.
He succeeds U.S. Cardinal John P.
Foley, who resigned and retired in February as head of the international order
for health reasons. Cardinal Foley returned to Philadelphia to live permanently earlier this year after having
served in Vatican posts since 1984.
It is not known when Archbishop
O’Brien will take up his new post in

Rome. Though he ceases to be archbishop of Baltimore effective with the
appointment, the pope named him as
apostolic administrator of the archdiocese until his successor is named.
“It has been a singular privilege to
serve as archbishop of Baltimore,”
Archbishop O’Brien said. “It is with a
heavy heart that I will be departing. ... I
pray that I will carry out the will of God
and that of [the pope] in preserving the
faith in the Holy Land.”
In a statement released Aug. 29, Cardinal Foley said, “I could not be happier that he is my successor,” citing
Archbishop O’Brien’s “experience and
splendid dedication as priest and archbishop.””
Archbishop O’Brien was appointed
July 12, 2007, by Pope Benedict as the
15th archbishop of Baltimore to succeed Cardinal William H. Keeler, who
had served as archbishop of the nation’s
oldest diocese from 1989 to 2007.
For the 10 years prior to his Baltimore appointment, he was archbishop
of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services, which serves 1.5 million
Catholics, including all U.S. armed

forces and their families, as well as
170 Veterans Affairs hospitals and U.S.
government employees overseas.
The Order of the Holy Sepulcher
plays an important role in the preservation of the Holy Land and the practice
of Christianity there. Though it counts
its beginnings to the 12th century, it
was reorganized and revitalized in the
1960s by Popes John XIII and Paul VI.
Blessed Pope John Paul II enhanced
the status of the order again, making it
a public association of the faithful, according to the website of the order.
As pro-grand master of the order,
Archbishop O’Brien will travel extensively, visiting lieutenancies (local
chapters) of the order throughout the
world, as well as often visiting the Holy
Land and Jerusalem to provide witness
for the church’s presence and support.
The head of the order is usually a cardinal. By naming Archbishop O’Brien
“pro-” grand master, Pope Benedict
seemed to indicate that he would be
named a cardinal during the next consistory, which has not been scheduled. At that time, the “pro-” would be
dropped from his title.

HHS Mandate ‘Unprecedented,’
Must Be Rescinded, USCCB Attorneys Say
By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service
The federal government’s mandate that all health
insurance plans cover contraceptives and sterilization free of charge “represents an unprecedented attack on religious liberty” and creates “serious moral
problems” that require its rescission, attorneys for
the U.S. bishops said in comments submitted to the
Department of Health and Human Services.
In a 35-page comment submitted Aug. 31, Anthony R. Picarello Jr. and Michael F. Moses, general
counsel and associate general counsel, respectively,
for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, called
the HHS mandate “unprecedented in federal law
and more radical than any state contraceptive mandate enacted to date.”
“Only rescission will eliminate all of the serious
moral problems the mandate creates,” they said.
“Only rescission will correct HHS’ legally flawed
interpretation of the term ‘preventive services.’”
The mandate and a proposed religious exemption to it were announced Aug. 1 by HHS Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius and are subject to a 60-day comment period.
The USCCB attorneys also took issue with the
religious exemption proposed by HHS, saying it
“represents an unprecedented intrusion by the federal government into the precincts of religion that,
if unchecked here, will support ever more expansive
and corrosive intrusions in the future.”
HHS has proposed that only religious employers
meeting four criteria would be exempt from providing contraceptives and female sterilization through
their health plans. Those requirements are that the
organization “(1) has the inculcation of religious
values as its purpose; (2) primarily employs persons
who share its religious tenets; (3) primarily serves
persons who share its religious tenets; and (4) is a
nonprofit organization” under specific sections of
the Internal Revenue Code.
“Under such inexplicably narrow criteria – criteria bearing no reasonable relation to any legitimate
(let alone compelling) government purpose – even

the ministry of Jesus and the early Christian church
would not qualify as ‘religious,’ because they did
not confine their ministry to their co-religionists or
engage only in a preaching ministry,” the USCCB
comments said.
“The government has no business engaging in
religious gerrymanders, whereby some churches
are ‘in’ and others are ‘out’ for regulatory purposes
based on who their teaching calls them to serve,
how they constitute their workforce or whether they
engage in ‘hard-nosed proselytizing,’” the attorneys
added.
They said it is “blatantly unconstitutional” to treat
religious denominations or organizations differently
because some are “so to speak, insular in their workplace and ministry” and others “have a missionary
outlook.”
“Church agencies with the temerity (in the government’s view) to hire and serve persons other than
their own members are penalized by the HHS exemption or, alternatively, forced to fire nonmembers
and withdraw from or limit public service,” they
said. “Such a forced choice is offensive, discriminatory and unconstitutional.”
The USCCB also said in its comments that the
HHS contraceptive mandate violates the Weldon
amendment, certain provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and the Obama
administration’s public statements about coverage
of abortion, because the contraceptives that must be
covered include ella, which can cause abortions.
It also “targets Catholics for special disfavor ‘sub
silentio’ and therefore violates both the Free Exercise and Establishment Clauses of the First Amendment,” the comments said.
“Moral opposition to all artificial contraception
and sterilization is a minority and unpopular belief,
and its virtually exclusive association with the Catholic Church is no secret,” Picarello and Moses said.
“Thus, although the mandate does not expressly target Catholicism, it does so implicitly by imposing
burdens on conscience that are well known to fall
almost entirely on observant Catholics – whether
employees, employers or insurers.”

The mandate also interferes with church governance by “forcing churches as employers (save
those few excepted) to purchase for, and then provide without charge to, their employees services
that violate the religion’s own moral rules,” the attorneys said.
“If the state forces church institutions to violate
their own moral rules, then their governance structure is damaged not only by the immediate compulsion, but also by severely compromising that
church’s ability to enforce those same rules internally in the future,” they added.
In composing a religious exemption, the USCCB
urged HHS to look to the “church plan” exemption
found in section 414(e) of the Internal Revenue
Code, which defines a “church plan” to include any
pension or welfare plan to covers employees or a
church or tax-exempt organization associated with
a church.
In a separate letter to Sebelius that was to be
submitted to HHS during the comments period, a
group of prominent Catholics suggested defining a
religious organization as a “nonprofit religious, educational or charitable organization” that “engages
its religious, charitable or educational activities for
bona fide religious purposes or reasons” and “holds
itself out to the public as a religious organization.”
Such language “would extend conscience protections to religious organizations on the front lines of
the Catholic Church’s ancient mission to the poor
and the sick,” said the letter.
Signers included Jesuit Father Thomas Reese of
Georgetown’s Woodstock Theological Center; Stephen Schneck of the Institute for Policy Research
& Catholic Studies at The Catholic University of
America in Washington; Kristen Day of Democrats
for Life; and Sister Simone Campbell of the Catholic social justice lobbying group Network.
Among the other organizations expected to submit comments on the HHS mandate and religious
exemption by the end of September were the Catholic Health Association, Catholic Medical Association and Catholic Charities USA.
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St. Andrew’s Blessing

Father John Bateman, pastor of St. Andrew Parish, looks on as the bishop leads
a prayer service prior to the blessing of the new parish buildings.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Youth from St. Andrew Parish interact with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden after the
bishop blessed facilities there that include space for the parish and school.

T

During Mass at St. Andrew Church in Waynesboro, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden blesses the crucifixes that will hang in the
new parish buildings there.

Diocesan
Hispanic
Mass
October 2 at 3 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral,
Harrisburg
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
will be the celebrant and homilist
of the annual Mass, which highlights the joy and richness that
Latinos bring to the Catholic faith
throughout the diocese. Light
refreshments will be offered following Mass in Bishop Rhoades
Hall. For more information, visit
www.hbgdiocese.org.

he faithful of St. Andrew
Parish in Waynesboro welcomed Bishop Joseph P. McFadden Sept.4 as he celebrated Mass
for the parish community and then
blessed two new facilities there.
One new building houses the
main office for St. Andrew School,
including new space for the Principal, the Director of Religious Education and the Intermediate Unit.
A second building accommodates
the parish office staff and a sizable
meeting room.
During Mass, Bishop McFadden blessed the crucifixes that will
be placed in the rooms of the new
buildings, and then blessed both facilities as he walked through them.
Father John Bateman, pastor of
the Franklin County Parish, said
the bishop’s blessing of the new
buildings marks a significant occasion.
“Every parish is representative
of the presence of the bishop, so
for him to come bless all the work
that we do in Christ’s name in the
diocese certainly connects us with
him.”

Pro-Life Mass and Rosary Procession
with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
October 8 in
Harrisburg
mass at 8:15 a.m.
at Our Lady of the
blessed Sacrament
Church, followed by a
rosary procession to
the abortion clinic
brunch at 11 a.m. at
St. patrick Cathedral,
followed by the rosary
on the Capitol steps
rSVp for brunch by
contacting Jean
Scicchitano at 717-6574804, ext. 294, or jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.
org by Oct. 1.

