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Shrine Church Honors the Vision
T

he faithful of St. Catherine
Labouré Parish in Harrisburg rejoiced in the renovation and blessing of the Shrine
Church earlier this month,
following the completion of a
project to “Honor the Vision”
through accessibility, beauty,
legacy and efficiency.
The project has resulted in a
fully-accessible church, and a
beautiful place of worship, with
a Miraculous Medal Shrine that
houses one of the original medals
that St. Catherine Labouré kept
for herself, and was in her possession when she died.
Additional renovations and
refurbishments include the relocated baptismal font, which flows
with living water, just inside the
main doors to the church. The
tabernacle, adorned with panels
showing the images of angels,
has been moved to the center of
the sanctuary, among other refurbishments.
“The reaction from parishioners has been overwhelming,”
said Father Neil S. Sullivan,
pastor. “The beauty of the place
of worship is just one gift of the
renovations. There is also a newCHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS found sense of sereneness. There
The baptismal font is seen in its relocated position as part of the renovations and refurbishments undertaken by St. Catherine is a stillness, a quietness.”
See page 11 for additional
Labouré Parish in Harrisburg for the Shrine Church. Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass there on Sept. 16 to bless the
coverage.
renovated church.

Diocesan Encuentro
Calls Hispanic Community
to Action in Ministry

Evangelization through the Arts

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
As part of the Catholic Church’s efforts to better respond
to the presence of the Hispanic community and to strengthen
ways for Hispanic Catholics to respond to the call to serve the
Church as disciples, the Diocese of Harrisburg held an Encuentro gathering of some 400 Hispanic Catholics Sept. 23 at
the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.
Encuentro (which means Encounter) is a process of reflection and action that calls all Catholics to activity, consultation,
leadership, development and identification of best practices in
the spirit of the New Evangelization to better serve Hispanic
Catholics and call them to active involvement.
It has been proposed as a priority activity of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Strategic Plan for 2017-2020,
and is under the USCCB’s Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs
and the Committee on Cultural Diversity.
Encuentro begins at the grass-roots level, as Catholics in individual parishes, lay ecclesial movements, organizations and
institutions are called to encounter Hispanic Catholics for their
missionary discipleship. It also calls the Hispanic community
More ENCUENTRO, page 10

Singer,
composer and
recording artist
ValLimar Jansen
offers her keynote address,
‘Evangelization through the
Arts and the Beauty of the Word
of God’ during this year’s Diocesan
Education Conference. Through a
mix of soulful Gospel and movement,
Mrs. Jansen illustrated how the arts
are integrated into our faith and
worship. See page 8 for coverage.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Recapture the Sacredness of Language to Combat
Vileness, Bishop Zubik Says at Harrisburg’s Red Mass
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
As guest homilist for the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Red Mass, Bishop David Zubik of Pittsburgh called
on politicians, judges, lawyers and clergy gathered
for the annual liturgy to recapture the holiness of
language in a world where vileness and violence has
become the norm.
“We have to reclaim the sacredness of language,
the holiness of language,” he said, “to reclaim the
beauty of words, and the critical importance of how
we speak to each other and how we speak about
each other. We need to reclaim the beauty of words
because we have made language a weapon, a vicious
weapon wielded every day.”
The Red Mass – celebrated this year on Sept. 18 at
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg – coincides with
the start of the United States Supreme Court’s new
term. The Mass takes its name from the red vestments worn by the priests and people to symbolize
the Holy Spirit, whose guidance the attendees are
seeking as they pursue justice in their daily lives.
Bishop Ronald Gainer served as the principal
celebrant.
Bishop Zubik began his homily with parallel
stories of the Tower of Babel – in which language
divided humanity and became a source of conflict
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
and hatred – and of Pentecost Sunday – when the
Bishop
David
Zubik
of
Pittsburgh
delivers
the
homily
at
the
Red
Mass
at
St.
Patrick Cathedral, urging the
Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and enabled
congregation to recapture the sacredness of language.
them to speak in different tongues to proclaim the
Good News.
priests and bishops—every one of us, all of us—to
“We live in times when public racial and sexual
At Pentecost, “The holiness of language had been
slurs, public bigotry, public anti-Semitism, public
address hatred and hateful language.”
restored [and] Babel was blessedly withdrawn,”
anti-Catholicism, public hate have become part of
“We need to recapture the sacredness of language,
Zubik said.
the conversation. It all goes together in one vile stew the holiness of the words we use,” Bishop Zubik
It became the underpinnings, he said, of the
that has made such language normative.”
reiterated. “It is through words that we express life;
message that St. Paul gave to Timothy in the First
He pointed to the ugliness and horror that recently
it is through words that we express all that we love,
Reading at the Red Mass: “I ask that supplications,
took place in Charlottesville, Va.
all that we hold close, and Who we fundamentally
prayers, petitions,
“I heard and
believe in, namely, Jesus the Christ. We must not
and thanksgivings
saw things comcompromise the sacred gift, the holiness of lanbe offered for…
ing out of Charkings and for all
lottesville several guage.
in authority, …
weeks ago that
“And the best way to recapture the sacredness
that in every place
50 years ago as
of language, the holiness of the words we use,” he
[all] should pray,
a seminarian I
said, “is to bow before the Word made flesh, to drop
lifting up holy
hoped I would
to our own knees in acknowledgement of Jesus our
hands, without
never see, hear or Savior.”
anger or argufeel again in my
The Red Mass is organized by the St. Thomas
ment”
lifetime,” Bishop
More
Society of Central Pennsylvania, an organiza(I Tim. 2:1-2, 8).
Zubik said. “I
tion of lawyers, judges, lawmakers, students of law
“Paul’s words
was wrong. So,
today have almost
and others in the legal profession that offers educaso wrong!”
become a dare. Or
tional and social opportunities on the faith as they
He posed the
a threat,” Bishop
questions:
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The society
Zubik said, pointHow did we
continues to seek new members to further its mising to hateful
get from back
sion; for more information, visit www.saintthomas
messages that
then, the 1960s,
moresociety.com.
beleaguer us all.
to the here and
“Politicians or
now?
civic administra- Bishop Ronald Gainer distributes Holy Communion to Linda Carroll,
How did we
Father Paul Clark, Diocesan Judicial Vicar
tors, lawyers or
get
back to Babel
and pastor of St. Matthew Parish in Dauphin,
Esq., President of the St. Thomas More Society.
judges, teachers
at the Red Mass. Father Clark is the spiritual
from Pentecost?
or journalists,
director of the St. Thomas More Society of
How did we lose the sense of holiness, the sense
Pennsylvania, an organization which annually
athletes, or deacons, priests, bishops, the guy down
of the principle of God thriving within every life,
sponsors the Red Mass.
the block or the gal behind the sales counter, we are
and within the great power of words?
all getting it in this day and age,” he said. “Hateful
How did we return to a place where racism, the
language, obscenities, ad hominem vilification, viKKK, violent shouts and violent words are out in
cious personal diatribes, demonic accusations.
the open and motivating killers?
“Then, there can so often be the anonymous racHow can we get back to the point to where we
ism, ugly and frightening sexual threats, evil distortake seriously the advice that Paul gave to Timothy?
tions,” he continued. “It has all been there at one
“I don’t pretend to have a clear answer to the
time or another if you are active and available on
‘why’ or to the ‘how,’” Bishop Zubik said. “Why
social media. It is even there in your snail mail. Haare hateful expressions, vile language, crude insults
tred and hateful language—anonymous or not—has
employed even by the allegedly righteous—not just
gone viral.”
the self-righteous—acceptable in public discourse
The motivations for it can be anything or nothing, now?”
the bishop pointed out.
“I do know that the language of hate in the last 20
“Judges and lawyers, deacons, priests and bishops years has exploded in our popular culture, in our poare vilified and sometimes threatened because we
litical culture, in our social media culture. We exist
stand up for truth and not for conventional wisdom,” in a culture that celebrates hate—uses it, embraces
he said.
it, employs it,” he said.
Vulgarity-laden discourse has become the new
“But that cannot be us, followers of Jesus Christ
normal, “a profound obscenity that becomes ho-hum and respective and respectful of our prayerful gathwith its sheer common use. But I believe the link
ering tonight—we who are entrusted with protecting
is direct between such routine obscenity and the
and advancing the common good,” he cautioned.
vileness of our discourse among each other,” Bishop “As a matter of fact, it is our responsibility as leadZubik reflected.
ers, as members of the bench and bar, as deacons,
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Job Opening for Full-Time
Administrative Assistant,
Diocesan Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis
Seeking a confident self-starter, who is able
to take direction and follow through on duties
and responsibilities under the supervision of
the Director. Must possess zeal for the mission
of evangelization and catechesis in the Diocese
of Harrisburg
Candidate must possess high levels of verbal, interpersonal and written communication
skills. Must have an eye for detail and ability
to work with financial figures. Must be able to
work collaboratively with others, as well as use
some independent initiative and judgment.
Ideal candidate will have superior organizational and secretarial skills, and proficiency in
all MS applications is essential. This includes
all creative programs as there is a requirement
to design publication/conference materials.
Knowledge of diocesan and parish structure
helpful. Must be a Catholic in good standing.
Competitive salary & benefits.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Representatives of the Knights of Columbus of the State Pennsylvania Council presented a check to Bishop
Ronald Gainer on Sept. 19 in the amount of $1,578 to benefit the retired religious program. Pictured with the
bishop are, from left, Gerald Krall, former State Advocate; Paul Sharum, State Secretary; Wayne Freet, Vice
Supreme Master; and Michael Yakubick, State Youth/Squires Director.

Send résumé and cover letter to:
employment@hbgdiocese.org
Or: Human Resources
4800 Union Deposit Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17111
Closing Date: October 7, 2017

St. John Neumann Parish Introduces
‘Bridges’ for People with Disabilities
“Bridges” is a welcoming and inclusive Catholic faith community
tegration in the St. John Neumann community through participation in
at St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster, designed for those livother ministries. “Bridges” encourages participants who wish to be
ing with an intellectual or developmental disability and their
altar servers or lectors, and can offer training to do so.
families/caregivers, regardless of religious affiliation.
All are welcome to “Bridges.” The ministry also seeks volIts image of a helping hand supporting individuals as
unteers to assist or to provide donations. All volunteers comthey meet Christ is a visual statement of the ministry’s
plete the Diocesan Youth Protection Program.
mission. The ministry is designed to build bridges of
Upcoming gatherings are:
understanding in the parish and community for being a
• Oct. 22 from 2-4 p.m.
place that welcomes and recognizes the gifts of all peo• Nov. 26 from 2-4 p.m.
ple.
• Dec. 5 from 6-8 p.m.
The gatherings are held in the St. John XXIII Center at
• Jan. 28 from 2-4 p.m.
St. John Neumann Parish, and begin with Mass, immedi• Feb. 25 from 2-4 p.m.
ately followed by activities specifically designed for chil• March 24 from 2-4 p.m.
dren, teens and adults with a variety of disabilities. Activities
•
April
22 from 2-4 p.m.
A Ministry of St. John Neumann Church
include dancing and movement, singing, crafts and refreshments.
• May 27 from 2-4 p.m.
During the activities, caregivers are offered a “Coffee and ConverFor more information, contact Rosemary Denshaw, Disability Advocate
sation” gathering to meet other parents/caregivers and discuss mutual concerns.
at St. John Neumann Parish, at sjndisabilityadvocate@gmail.com or 717-209The ministry also offers sacramental preparation and is working toward full in- 2362.

BRIDGES

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
September 30 – Celebrant and Homilist at Sisters’ Jubilee and
Convocation, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.
October 1-5 – Lead Retreat for Byzantine Archeparchy of Pittsburgh,
Antiochian Village, Bolivar, Pa.
October 6 – Attend Fishers of Men Dinner, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 6 p.m.
October 7 – Confirmation, Church of the Holy Spirit, Palmyra, 10 a.m.

ADDICTION: THE RESPONSE
OF THE FAITH COMMUNITY
October 13 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Addiction to drugs and alcohol has devastated our society. Learn what can
be done within our faith community to help individuals and families struggling with the burden of addictions.
Keynote Speaker, Dr. John Pagana
Dr. Pagana has 45 years of experience in addictions and serves on advisory
boards for drug and alcohol addictions.
~ Testimonies from those in recovery

October 8-13 – Diocesan Priest Workshop, Hunt Valley, Md.

~ Three breakout sessions from law enforcement
and a healthcare worker

October 13 – Celebrant and Homilist at Fatima 100th Anniversary Mass,

~ Continental breakfast and lunch

Our Lady of Fatima Mission, Jonestown, 7 p.m.
October 14 – Celebrant and Homilist at Mass at Diocesan Women’s
Conference, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg, 3 p.m.
October 15 – Celebrate Mass for 200th Anniversary of St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, Buchanan Valley, 2 p.m.

The workshop is an initiative of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, the Diocesan Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine and the FaithBased Health Ministries Network.
Cost is $35 per person. The day is open to anyone who wants to learn about
addiction, prevention and treatment.
Register online at www.awhn.org.
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Deliver Us from Evil
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Some time ago, I was attending Marywood University in Scranton during
the summer months. The convent where I was living was closed for the summer
since all the Sisters living there were teachers and they were enjoying their summer break as I “hit the books.”
Because I was living alone, I had the dubious job of going
grocery shopping for my needs for the
week. I decided to shop at Gerrity’s
Thoughts
Grocery store. I put the few items that
I needed in my cart and began to wait in
from a Catholic
line at the checkout. My thoughts drifted
Evangelist
as I waited for the woman in front of me
Sister
Geralyn
to check out her groceries. Being totally
Schmidt, SCC
absorbed in my own thoughts, I absentmindedly draped my hand over the handle of her cart. By this time, she began
loading up her cart with her packages. When she looked up and
saw me standing there and actually touching her cart, she went into a rage. She
violently pushed the cart into me, waking me up. As I apologized to her, she began
screaming at the top of her voice about the Catholic Church and the messed up
priests and nuns. Every four-letter word that she knew she threw at me with hatred
and a contempt that silenced me. I looked at her face and saw a darkness that I
could only describe as evil.
The young gentleman that was checking out her groceries got redder and redder with every four-letter word that she threw at me. I looked up and noticed that
a crowd of spectators was beginning to gather. She pushed her cart to the end of
the lane, continuing to scream at me as I calmly began to put my groceries on the
conveyor belt. I looked up at her face and knew instinctively that no matter what
I would say, it would not calm her. Silence was the only solution. As I heard her
scream, I began to pray for her.
Since she did not get a response from me, she pushed her cart out the front door,
still screaming at me. The crowd began to disperse and the gentleman behind the
register said, “Does that happen to you often?” “No,” I replied. “Did you hear
what she said about you?” I responded, “Not really. I was too busy praying for
her.” His eyes got as big as saucers and he said, “Really? I wanted to slug her.”
Gently, I said, “What would that prove? That she was right? What you saw in her
was evil. The only way you can handle that is through prayer.” “WOW! Is that
how you stayed so calm? You are a better person than I,” he said. “No,” I added,
“just a little bit older.”
I could not help of thinking of this as I began my reflection on the last petition of
the Lord’s Prayer, “deliver us from evil.” Sometimes I think that often our modern
day conversations about evil and Satan are reduced to fiction as a bygone belief.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “The devil is the one who ‘throws
himself across’ God’s plan and his work of salvation accomplished in Christ.”
(2851) He is very much engaged in warfare with believers at every minute of the
day! In short, the Evil One has lost the war but still battles hand-to-hand with us.
His temptations never end. Even Jesus experienced them! Remember that Scriptures declare after Jesus was tempted in the desert, “When the devil had finished
every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.” (Luke 4:13) If we rely
on our own personal wiles and strength to fight against evil, we will fail. We must
constantly turn to a loving God who gives us strength to fight and do good.
The Catechism explains it this way: “When we ask to be delivered from the
Evil One, we pray as well to be freed from all evils, present, past, and future, of
which he is the author or instigator. In this final petition, the Church brings before
the Father all the distress of the world. Along with deliverance from the evils that
overwhelm humanity, she implores the precious gift of peace and the grace of perseverance in expectation of Christ’s return. By praying in this way, she anticipates
in humility of faith the gathering together of everyone and everything in him who
has ‘the keys of Death and Hades,’ who ‘is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.’” (2854)
In dealing with evil, sometimes we need to be shaken from our “sleeping.” That
shove of a grocery cart taught two people about evil: a student at Marywood and a
young adult working behind a register. God is an amazing teacher!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in
the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations,
she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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Life Issues Forum

Speaking a Language of Life
By Caitlin Thomas
Special to The Witness
In the Church’s efforts to teach about the grave evil of assisted suicide and the
threats it poses, we must use clear and vigorous language. And it is always, always
important that we do so with love.
Assisted suicide is suicide. In the few states where it is legal, physicians willing
to do so prescribe lethal drugs at the request of patients seeking the drugs to end
their own lives. Proponents of assisted suicide use terms like “death with dignity”
and “aid in dying.” But these are misleading. They are the sickly-sweet phrases of a
poisonous ideology that attacks our full dignity and worth as human beings.
These phrases go beyond word games and become flat-out contradictions carefully etched into law. In fact, every state law (and proposed bill) legalizing assisted
suicide in this country follows Oregon’s law, proclaiming, “the actions taken in accordance with [the law] shall not, for any purposes, constitute suicide [or] assisted
suicide.” So, according to the law itself, assisted suicide isn’t assisted suicide? The
only sensible response to this legal blustering must be something like this sentiment
from a wise character in C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce: “Every disease that submits to a cure shall be cured: but we will not call blue yellow to please those who
insist on having jaundice.”
We should not be seduced by slippery language into ignoring hard truths. The dying process can be painful, messy, full of uncertainty and difficult questions—just
like life. But there is death with authentic dignity: dying at peace with God and our
loved ones. Dying or terminally ill persons deserve the best care we have to offer,
including appropriate treatment of symptoms and pain relief. There is a way to face
this process with peace, not by hastening death, but by experiencing the support
and loving care that our society should offer to those preparing for death. Assisted
suicide, on the other hand, hurts the individual and the entire human family, sending
a message that some lives are “completed” or not as valuable as others. We should
kill the pain, not the patient.
Truth always walks hand-in-hand with love. It is not enough to say, “suicide is
bad.” We must also say, “life is good”—especially when life is old, fragile, differently abled, so young and so small our eyes cannot see it, or of a different skin color
or place of origin.
We should learn how to best love those who are close to death. We should pray
for holy deaths for them and for ourselves, recognizing that Jesus brings us to new
life with Him through His death and resurrection. We should pray for the grace to
build a true culture of life. And we should affirm the goodness of life in all that we
do and say.
(Caitlin Thomas is a staff assistant for the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. To read the U.S. bishops’ 2011 policy statement on assisted suicide and related resources, visit www.usccb.org/toliveeachday.)
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Friar Brings Padre Pio’s Relics,
Message to York Catholic High School
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
At age 12, while visiting Padre Pio of
Pietrelcina during a school trip to San
Giovanni Rotondo, Fortunato Grottola
squeezed the hand of the friar, who
bore the wounds of Christ. Young Fortunato pressed so hard that his thumbs
entered the sores of the stigmata on the
priest’s palm.
Now the guardian of the Convent of
Pietrelcina in Italy and the friar who
travels with the relics of St. Padre Pio,
Father Grottola spoke to students at
York Catholic High School on Sept.
13, sharing the saint’s enduring message of prayer and family.
“My young people, we need to see
Padre Pio first of all as somebody who
gives us direction in life,” Father Grottola told the students. “He said that the
family is the center of our life. Without
family, we are alone. Without Jesus
Christ, we are alone. We can have a lot
of money, but we aren’t rich unless we
have friends and family.”
Padre Pio was born in Pietrelcina,
Italy, on May 25, 1887, and entered the
novitiate of the Capuchin Order of the
Friars Minor at the age of 15. He was
ordained to the priesthood in 1910, and
was known for his piety and spirituality.
He prayed continuously, and was
known to pray the Rosary 35 times a
day.
The marks of the stigmata – the
wounds of Christ – first appeared on Padre Pio’s hands, feet and side on Sept.
20, 1918, while he prayed in front of a
crucifix. He bore those painful wounds
until his death 50 years later, on Sept.
23, 1968.
Though he lived a life of pain and
poor health, Padre Pio was a man of
joy and laughter, noted Father Grottola. Thousands of pilgrims visited him
over the course of the years, drawn by
the spiritual riches that came from his
ministry. He would hear up to 50 Confessions a day.
Father Grottola was among those pilgrims when he joined his middle school
classmates in visiting the Franciscan
friar in 1963.
“At this time, it was known that from
Thursday night until Saturday, blood
would come out of his wounds,” Father
Grottola told the York Catholic audi-

During a presentation at York Catholic
High School, Father Fortunato Grottola
holds up a photo taken the day that he
and his classmates met Padre Pio. The
priest now travels with the saint’s relics
to offer presentations about his life. At
far left is the habit that Padre Pio was
wearing when he died.
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ence, his Italian-language presentation
interpreted through a translator.
“I myself had questions about it,”
he recalled. “I asked myself, ‘If this
man, according to what people say, has
wounds in his hands, in his feet and in
his side, how can it be that he doesn’t
feel the pain? When we’re in pain, we
don’t laugh, we don’t joke, we usually
complain, but he is very easygoing and
laughing and joking with us.’”
“I didn’t really believe that he had the
stigmata,” Father Grottola said.
As the classmates lined up to personally greet Padre Pio and kiss his hand,
young Fortunata Grottola thought to
himself, “When I go to kiss his hand,
I’m going to squeeze it so strong, and I
want to see if he complains.”
He gripped the friar’s hand tightly, so
much that his thumbs pressed into his
wounds.
Padre Pio responded, “Little boy, do
not squeeze, because it is really painful.”

York Catholic High School students Giulianna Santamaria and Grace Shelley
examine a reliquary carrying a cloth stained with St. Padre Pio’s blood.

Fortunato moved to the back of the acting, by prayer, and by a relationship
group of his peers, ashamed of hurting with Jesus Christ.”
the gentle priest. But Padre Pio sought
Katie Seufert, principal of York
him out, smiled at him, and placed his Catholic High School, said students
hand on his head.
had been learning about the life and
Father Grottola has a photo from that work of St. Padre Pio leading up to
day, showing him and his classmates Father Grottola’s visit. His visit, she
with the eventual saint, who was can- said, was also especially meaning for
onized on June 16, 2012, by Pope John
the Capuchin Franciscan priests who
Paul II.
minister in the York Deanery.
He travels frequently to share the life
Father Grottola’s visit, she said, “is
and spirituality of Padre Pio. At York
a
real-world opportunity for our stuCatholic, he showed two relics: blooddents
to talk to someone who is a true
stained fabric that Padre Pio used on
witness
to the faith and had a personal
his side wound, and the habit that he
relationship with a recently-canonized
was wearing when he died.
Father Grottola lived with Padre Pio saint. This assembly offered another
during the last few years of the saint’s opportunity for us to witness to our
life, and shared stories of how people faith, which is what we do here at York
would line up for days to go to him for Catholic.”
Confession. He knew
when penitents weren’t
telling the truth, or when
they were holding back
sins, Father Grottola
said, and would subsequently send them to the
back of the line to return
for a true Confession.
“Padre Pio, first and
foremost, was a father.
He embraced the sinners
in order to teach them
and lead them on the
right path,” Father Grottola said. “He always
encouraged people to go
to Confession, and to receive the Eucharist.”
“I need to say this
message to the young
ones here today so that
the world can really
change: The world is
not changed by others.
We are the ones that
can change the world,”
Father Grottola told
Father Fortunato Grottola holds a reliquary
the students. “We don’t displaying a cloth that St. Pio used to wipe blood from
change the world by sit- the wound in his side. St. Padre Pio had the stigmata
ting here, but by moving, on his hands, feet and side.
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October is Respect Life Month

How to Build a
Culture of Life
The Problem
Watching the news and reading the headlines, we may feel helpless seeing the heartbreaking lack of respect for human life. How
do we respond when our efforts seem small
in the face of the culture of death?

USCCB Respect Life Program

Our Christian Identity
To understand more fully how to defend
and protect human life, we must first consider who we are, at the deepest level. God
creates us in his image and likeness, which
means we are made to be in loving relationship with him. The essence of our identity
and worth, the source of our dignity, is that
we are loved by God: “We are not the sum
of our weaknesses and failures; we are the
sum of the Father’s love for us and our real
capacity to become the image of his Son.”1
We are called to divine intimacy, true communion with God, and we can grow in this
closeness with him through daily prayer,
reading the Scriptures, and frequent participation in the sacraments, especially Confession and the Eucharist.

Our Mission as Christians

may fear doing the wrong thing or saying the
wrong thing, but we do not need to be afraid.
Jesus promised his disciples, “I am with you
always, until the end of the age” (Matthew
28:20).

Identity Crisis
As a society and as individuals, we often
measure ourselves by false standards: by
what and how much we do, our successes
or failures, how others treat us, the degree
of our pleasure or independence, etc. And
when these changeable substitutes prove
to be insufficient, or when we are faced
with challenges and suffering, we may feel
helpless, alone, or abandoned; we may be
tempted to feel as though our lives have decreased value or worth.
But God’s love—individual, real, unchanging—is the true source of our worth, identity,
and dignity. It really is not a question of who
we are, but rather whose we are. Because
his love will never change, nothing can reduce our God-given dignity, and nothing can
diminish the immeasurable worth of our lives.

The knowledge and realization of how
deeply we are loved by God elicits a response of love that simultaneously draws us
closer to God and, at the same time, impels
us to share his love with others.
Embracing a relationship with God means
following in his footsteps, wherever he may
call. Just as Jesus invited St. Peter and St.
Andrew to become his disciples, he invites
us to do the same: “Come after me, and I will
make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19).
Being a disciple of Jesus naturally includes
Our Response
sharing the Gospel with others and inviting
them into a deeper relationship with God. As
When someone is facing great trials, we
Christians, our identity and our mission are need to meet them where they are, walk with
two sides of the same coin; like the apostles, them on their journey, intercede for them,
we are called to be missionary disciples.
and be open to sharing Christ’s love however he directs.
Missionary Discipleship
When a woman becomes pregnant, and
her boyfriend threatens to leave if she continThis doesn’t necessarily mean quitting our
ues the pregnancy, we need to lovingly walk
jobs or moving to foreign countries. For most
with her. When family members or friends
of us, our mission field is daily life: “Christ
become seriously ill, we need to assure them
teaches us how to evangelize, how to invite
that God still offers them something in this
people into communion with him, and how to
life, and they still have purpose. We need to
create a culture of witness: namely, through
consistently be with them every step of the
love. A Christian life lived with charity and
way.
faith is the most effective form of evangelizaSometimes our actions speak for themtion.”2
selves; other times, words are needed.
The first step towards living this life is alWhatever the situation, Jesus knows how
lowing Jesus to meet and transform us daito speak to each person’s heart; we simply
ly. If we respond to his grace, our lives will need to follow where he leads.
show we have something beyond what the
world offers: we follow a person whose love
A Culture of Life
changes our lives, so we want others to also
experience his transforming love.
This is how we answer our missionary call.
When we live in union with God, open to This is how we build a culture of life, a culture
his prompting, we’re more able to see the that joyfully proclaims the truth of God’s love,
opportunities for witness and his guidance purpose, and plan for each person. Changin responding to these opportunities. We ing the culture is a process of conversion

that begins in our own hearts and includes
a willingness to be instructed and a desire
to be close to Jesus—the source of joy and
love.
When we encounter Christ, experience his
love, and deepen our relationship with him,
we become more aware of our own worth
and that of others. His love for each person
is cause for great joy, and growing understanding of this priceless treasure motivates
us to share his love with others. Our lives are
often changed by the witness of others; so
too, others’ lives may be changed by our witness and authentic friendship with them.
Let us go, therefore, and not be afraid. God
is always with us.

(Endnotes)
1 John Paul II, Homily, 17th World Youth Day, Downsview
Park, Toronto, July 28, 2002.
2 USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis,
Disciples Called to Witness: The New Evangelization. Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
Excerpt from “Homily of the Holy Father John Paul II” ©
2002, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights
reserved.
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops
Toll-free order number: (866) 582-0943 | FREE Downloads: www.usccb.org/respectlife
People of Life |@usccbprolife |@ProjectRachel
Reprinted [Excerpted] from Respect Life Program, copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

March for Life
Notice for Campus
and Youth Ministers
Campus and youth ministers, it’s time to
plan for the 2018 March for Life. You can
request tickets to attend the Youth Rally
and Mass sponsored by the Archdiocese
of Washington by contacting Kate Neri at
717-657-4804, ext. 317, or kneri@hbgdiocese.org. Tickets will be distributed on a first
come/first serve basis, so don’t wait! Keep
in mind that no tickets are needed to participate in the March itself. All ticket requests
must be submitted by Oct. 20, 2017. Any requests received after this date will be added
to a wait list. Let’s continue to inspire our
youth to testify to the beauty of life and the
dignity of each human person!
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October is Respect Life Month

What to Do
When a Friend
is Considering
Abortion
More women and girls consider abortion
than we may realize. They are our relatives
and friends, our babysitters, teammates, people who work with us or for us, married or unmarried. Even if someone identifies as being
pro-life, the shock of an unexpected pregnancy, the devastation of a difficult prenatal diagnosis, shame, pressures, or fears may influence her to consider abortion.
If someone shared with you she was pregnant and hadn’t ruled out having an abortion,
would you know how to respond? The answer
can be summed up in an old adage: We have
two ears and one mouth, and should use them
in that proportion.
Although the first instinct may be to convince
her that abortion ends a baby’s life, hearing
facts is not the first thing she needs. Research
shows that many women in a pregnancy crisis
think, “This is the end of my life as I know it.”
To face the challenges before her, your friend
needs to know you care about her for her own
sake and she is not alone.
First listening to your friend will help build
trust and facilitate openness. Eventually, when
she knows you truly care about her and she
trusts you, you can share the truth in love. You
can share facts about abortion, her own intrinsic worth, and the practical help and support
available so she can choose life for herself
and her baby.
A truly loving approach reflects St. Paul’s description of love in his first letter to the Corinthians: “If I speak in human and angelic tongues,
but do not have love, I am a resounding gong
or a clashing cymbal. … Love is patient, love
is kind” (1 Cor. 13:1,4).
When a woman is facing a difficult pregnancy, the reaction of the first person she tells
tends to set the tone for her decision-making.
How do we respond to our friend in a loving
way that is life-affirming for both her and her
baby?
Consider the four steps of the L.O.V.E. Approach™*: Listen and Learn, Open Options,
Vision and Value, and Extend and Empower.
L Listen and Learn: First, prioritize listening over speaking. You don’t have to worry about whether you may say something
“wrong,” and you don’t need to have all the
answers. Start by listening to her story.
Ask her about her feelings, thoughts, values,
beliefs, and wants. Do not interrupt, except to
ask her to expound, when appropriate. For example: How did you feel when you first found
out? Did you feel abandoned when he said
that? What are your feelings now? What did
you think about that? What do you think your
parents will say or do? What value does that
have for you? How does this relate to your religious beliefs? How important is that for you?
In your heart of hearts, what do you really
want to do?
Ask open-ended questions and statements
like, “Tell me more…”
Interpret and confirm what you think you are
hearing: “Did I hear you say…”
Pay close attention to her body language.
She may show from gestures of discomfort or
a lack of eye contact that what she is saying
does not actually reflect her innermost feel-

USCCB Respect Life Program

ings, values, or wants.
Listen for clues to her needs so you can later
bring up helpful ways to address those needs.
Listen for her strengths and resources so you
can later reflect them back to her, building up
her confidence and courage.
O Open Options: When her story is fully
shared, it is your turn to provide factual information, always in a loving and caring way. You
might share about the reality of abortion and
the wounds that typically result. You might
share experiences about having a baby, adoption, marriage, and how such things might apply in her situation. It’s most helpful to keep
the focus on her.
At the same time, avoid using the framework of adoption versus abortion. Research
indicates that a woman with an unexpected,
unwanted pregnancy often views all the possible outcomes of her pregnancy negatively:
keeping her child, abortion, and adoption
(which she tends to see as the worst of three
“evils”). Research also “suggests that in pitting
adoption against abortion, adoption will be the
hands-down loser.”1 It’s better to first focus on
encouraging her that she can carry this baby
to term.
V Vision and Value: Awaken a vision in
her for a healthier life (a vision she may never
have had, or that may have dimmed). Help
her value herself differently. She is a special
creation, worthy of love. She is made in the
image of God; as a woman, her maternity is
a gift. Jesus loves her and even died for her.
Encourage her. Help her set and work towards goals that extend beyond her due date
to help her see life beyond her pregnancy. Reassure her there is always hope and she is
not alone. She can make positive, life-giving
choices. She can do it.
E Extend and Empower: Provide practical help and support. Her local pregnancy help

center2 can offer consultation, lists of community resources, and ultrasound services. Consider keeping such lists of resources in your
car, purse, or wallet. Help her plan next steps.
What would help her? A call from you? How
can you contact her?
Pray with her and for her and her baby. The
L.O.V.E. Approach™ is a way to bring Christ’s
love at a crucial life-saving and life-defining
moment. We are created to walk with and support one another; we don’t need to fear reaching out in love. Help your friend experience
the strength of God’s message that resounds
throughout time: “Do not fear: I am with you”
(Isaiah 41:10).

(Endnotes)
1 Swope, Paul F., “Abortion: A Failure to Communicate,” First Things, April 1998. https://www.firstthings.com/
article/1998/04/004-abortion-a-failure-to-communicate.
2 Heartbeat International provides a directory of pregnancy
services, which is accessible at www.heartbeatinternational.org/
worldwide-directory or at www.pregnancycenters.org. You can
learn about setting up parish-based support for women who are
pregnant and need assistance by visiting the websites for The
Gabriel Project (www.gabrielproject.us) and Elizabeth Ministry (www.elizabethministry.com), which have chapters across
the country. For more information about how you can help, or
for information about help that may be available, such as pregnancy care centers, maternity homes, and other assistance, contact your local diocesan Respect Life office. A list of diocesan
Respect Life Ministry offices can be found at
*The L.O.V.E. Approach™ is trademarked by Heartbeat
International, Inc. and may not be adapted or modified. The
L.O.V.E. Approach™ is used in “What to Do When a Friend
Is Considering Abortion” with permission from Heartbeat International, Inc.
Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American
Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. Copyright
© 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops
Toll-free order number: (866) 582-0943 | FREE Downloads:
www.usccb.org/respectlife
People of Life |@usccbprolife |@ProjectRachel
Reprinted [Excerpted] from Respect Life Program, copyright
© 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend
Retreat for Healing after Abortion
Rachel’s Vineyard weekends are for healing after an
abortion. Weekend retreats are offered throughout the
year in locations across the United States and Canada,
with additional sites around the world. Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of Priests for Life.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, a retreat will be offered
Dec. 1-3.
The program is an opportunity to examine your
abortion experience, identify the ways that the loss
has impacted you in the past and present, and helps
to acknowledge any unresolved feelings that many individuals struggle with after abortion. Because of the
emotional numbness and secrecy that often surrounds

an abortion experience, conflicting emotions both during and after the event may remain unresolved. These
buried feelings can surface later and may be symptoms
of post abortion trauma.
Married couples, mothers, fathers, grandparents and
siblings of aborted children, as well as persons who
have been involved in the abortion industry have come
to Rachel’s Vineyard in search of peace and inner healing. The weekend is a lot of work but yields a fruitful
harvest for all who are willing to labor there.
Contact Becky Biter at 717-788-4959 for information
and registration.
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Education Conference
Celebrates the Arts in Evangelization
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Pouring a lively blend of soul-stirring
Gospel songs, rhythm and movement, and
a dash of raucous laughter into the crowd at
this year’s Diocesan Education Conference,
ValLimar Jansen illustrated the message of
the importance of the arts in evangelization.
The singer, composer and recording artist
known for her work with contemporary
Christian and Gospel style, Mrs. Jansen
keynoted the annual event for Catholic
school educators, held Sept. 20 at Bishop
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg.
This year’s conference highlighted the
arts in Catholic schools, and featured a
number of workshops on its various forms,
including the Blessed Virgin Mary in art,
introducing Christ through arts and crafts,
liturgical music, art and environment, school publications, icons,
and art and prayer.
Students’ God-given talents in the
arts were also highlighted, as the
Hand Chime Choir of St. Catherine
Labouré School in Harrisburg entertained attendees as they arrived, and
the Choir from Lebanon Catholic
School led praise and worship
music during Mass. Members of the
National Honor Society, the Student
Council and the Student Ambassadors from Bishop McDevitt High
School also served throughout the
day, and artwork from students
throughout the diocese – including
poems, reflections and paintings –
were featured in the day’s program.
Mrs. Jansen opened her keynote
address with a trick question, asking those in the audience who sing
in the primary choir at Mass to raise their
hands.
“Every hand in here should be in the air!”
she told them. “We are called to be choir.”
“I believe that singing must be important
to God, music must be important to God,”

Margaret Gardner,
who has served as
principal of Our Mother
of Perpetual Help
School in Ephrata,
embraces Bishop
Ronald Gainer after
receiving the St.
Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic
Leadership
Award.
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she said, noting the more than 120 times in
Scripture that we are commanded to sing to
the Lord.
With that, at the sound of a piano beginning the strains of various Gospel songs,
Mrs. Jansen directed the crowd to stand,

and join her in song and movement as she
led vocals in such songs as “Come and Go
with Me,” “God’s Gonna Trouble the Water,” “Sacred Silence” and “Lean on Me.”
With each song, and its corresponding
dance and motion, came a message. “Come
and Go with Me” tells of our belief in Jesus
as the Word Made Flesh, and his Resurrection defines our faith, Mrs. Jansen reflected.
“God’s Gonna Trouble the Water” shows
us our unity with Christ at our baptism, and
our life in the Church. “The beauty of our
Church is that we’re a Church that doesn’t
stand still. We’re moving, growing and
progressing every single day of every single
year. It’s about the little steps we take, the
movement that we make,” she said.
“Sacred Silence” illustrates our relationship with God, Mrs. Jansen said. “The
beauty of relationship with God, knowing
ourselves, and the beauty of relationship
with others – you can’t find that in a public,
secular school,” she remarked. “Not in this
way. Not where a relationship with God is
paramount to all that we do. We teach our
subjects, and the greatest subject that we
each teach is the importance of a relation-

ship with God through Christ, Our Lord,
knowing ourselves and the relationship we
have with one another.”
As she concluded her keynote by leading
the crowd in “Lean on Me,” Mrs. Jansen
reflected: “As our relationship with God
grows, our relationship with ourselves
grows, and so do our relationships with others, and we can do that through the arts. We
will be that strong presence on which the
world can lean.”
“The arts and how we as a Church celebrate our faith are integrated and interwoven,” she said. “There is a symbiotic
relationship between how we worship, how
we live, and the arts. All of the arts: visual,
literary, and performing.”
“You have no idea, whether it be a visual
art, literary art, a song or movement that
will touch the people that you serve. Art can
touch people in a way that other things cannot. It reaches the soul in a way other things
cannot,” she said.
Bishop Ronald Gainer was the principal
celebrant and homilist for the day’s Mass,
and in his homily thanked all Catholic
educators, “who have answered God’s call
to take up, by his grace, this work that is so
important in the Church, this work which
is the teaching mission that Christ has
entrusted to us.”
“Whatever your discipline, whatever your
subject, whatever activities you supervise,
it all comes together in the mission Christ
has entrusted us to proclaim the news of
the Gospel,” the bishop told them. “I thank
you for the integral part that you play in our
local Church in forwarding that teaching
mission of the Diocese of Harrisburg.”
“You teach Jesus not simply by sharing your understanding of the faith, but by
revealing your relationship with Christ in
what you say and what you do,” Bishop
Gainer said. “Imparting knowledge and
understanding are important, but allow your
students to see Christ in you and sharing
with them your relationship with the living,
Risen Savior.”

Above: Bishop Ronald Gainer
presents this year’s Frederick
F. Noel Distinguished
Educator Award to Rick
Luckman of York Catholic
High School.
Left: The crowd of Catholic
school educators is enlivened
with music, song and dance
during ValLimar Jansen’s
keynote presentation on
evangelization through the
arts.
Right: Gospel singer,
composer and recording artist
ValLimar Jansen takes the
stage at Bishop McDevitt High
School for the annual
Diocesan Education
Conference Sept. 20.

2017 Recognition Ceremony
20-Year Teacher Honorees
Bonnie Anderson, Holy Family Consolidated
School, Berwick
Maureen Kishbaugh, Holy Family Consolidated
School, Berwick
Brigette Guyer, St. Patrick School, Carlisle
Ana Maurer, St. Patrick School, Carlisle
Judith Mullery, St. Patrick School, Carlisle
Maria Healy, Holy Name of Jesus School, Harrisburg
Patricia Valigorsky, Holy Name of Jesus School,
Harrisburg
Cheryl Bonifacino, St. Catherine Labouré School,
Harrisburg
Lori Breski, St. Catherine Labouré School,
Harrisburg

Stacy Buchmoyer, St. Catherine Labouré School,
Harrisburg
Stephanie Grossnickle, St. Catherine Labouré
School, Harrisburg
Megan Kenworthy, St. Catherine Labouré School,
Harrisburg
Jay Raines, St. Catherine Labouré School,
Harrisburg
Carmen Yerpes-Brown, Delone Catholic High
School, McSherrystown
Mary Earnest, St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg
Andrea Lyden, St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg
Mary Lee Shaffer, Seven Sorrows BVM School,
Middletown

Heather Hoffman, York Catholic High School
Rick Luckman, York Catholic High School
20-Year Service Personnel
Tom Kauthein, St. Joseph School, Mechanicsburg
Msgr. George V. Lentocha Mission Award
Our Lady of the Angels School, Columbia
Frederick F. Noel
Distinguished Educator Award
Rick Luckman, York Catholic High School
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Leadership Award
Margaret Gardner, Our Mother of Perpetual Help
School, Ephrata
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Bishop Rhoades Returns to Roots on
Assumption Hill to Celebrate Mass at Lebanon Catholic

Neil Pierre receives Holy Communion from Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

A

graduate of Lebanon Catholic High School in 1975, Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades returned to the familiar hallways and classrooms of his alma
mater during a recent visit, and found that, while some things have changed, the
most important ones have stayed the same.
SMARTBoards have replaced chalkboards, classrooms house technological
advances, the gymnasium has physical upgrades and detailed murals, and the
one-time high school now encompasses students in PreK-12.
But some of the faces are the same – including 50-plus year teacher Gail
“Frau” Vojtko, and Deacon Richard Wentzel, both of whom taught Bishop
Rhoades during his years at LC.
And unchanged is the school’s mission of strengthening the body, engaging the
mind and nurturing the spirit of students to form well-rounded men and women
dedicated to Christ.
All under the patronage of the Blessed Mother.
“That’s something I learned here at Lebanon Catholic, and at St. Mary’s
School: to love Mary,” Bishop Rhoades said. “I learned so many lessons here,
and am so grateful. I wouldn’t be a bishop today if it wasn’t for Lebanon Catholic. I am so grateful for the Catholic education that I received at St. Mary’s
School and Lebanon Catholic High School.”
Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg from 2004-2009, Bishop Rhoades is
currently the Bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend in Indiana. He
returned to Lebanon Catholic School on Sept. 15 to celebrate Mass for the school
community, and visit with faculty and classmates.
Engaging with faculty and students prior to the Mass, he expressed that the visit
was “a wonderful homecoming” and an emotional experience.
Students were eager to see him. Principal Rose Kury told The Catholic Witness
that they are aware
of his service as a
priest and bishop,
and of his spiritual
and financial support of the school.
“His coming
back is great for
the kids. It’s an
honor for them,
and it’s an honor
for the school. He
is one of our own,
and we’re proud of
him,” she said.
Lebanon Catholic School continues to carry out its
mission, and has
had recent growth,
she noted. The
school is engaging its alumni, and
this past June held
its inaugural gala.
It is undergoing
strategic planning,
has implemented
a trio of software
programs for efficiency, and continues to expand
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades addresses the student body extra-curricular acof Lebanon Catholic School at the start of Mass. Father tivities, including
Michael Laicha, pastor of St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon and a sports and co-op
athletic programs.
graduate of Lebanon Catholic, concelebrated the Mass.
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Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades processes into the gymnasium at his alma mater, where
he celebrated Mass Sept. 15. To the left is Deacon Richard Wentzel, who taught
religion to the bishop, a 1975 graduate.

“Our school has an energy that starts with the elementary, and that school spirit
continues with them all the way through high school,” Mrs. Kury said. “We’re
doing a lot of great things on the road to success.
In his homily during the Mass, Bishop Rhoades focused on the Seven Sorrows
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as the day marked her feast.
He reminded the students of the Seven Sorrows: The prophecy of Simeon, the
flight into Egypt, the loss of Jesus in the temple, meeting Jesus on the Way of the
Cross, the Crucifixion, the taking down of Jesus’ body from the Cross, and Jesus’
burial.
“It’s good for us in our lives to look at how Mary dealt with these sorrows, this
suffering,” Bishop Rhoades said. “She had great faith. She knew that, even in the
midst of her sorrow, God was taking care of her, God was in charge.”
“That’s important for us to know,” he said. “When we experience sorrow in our
life, Mary is with us, she understands, and she gives us consolation. Mary always
gives us comfort. All we have to do is ask.”
“At this school, I learned that I have a mother in Heaven, who watches over
me. The Blessed Virgin Mary is always at our side. We can always turn to her, in
our joys and in our sorrows.”
(Learn more about Lebanon Catholic school at www.lebanoncatholicschool.
org or by calling 717-273-3731.)

Victoria Williams patiently awaits the arrival of Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, who
served as the Ninth Bishop of Harrisburg before being appointed Bishop of Fort
Wayne-South Bend.
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Encuentro
Continued from 1

to be part of the pastoral work in the
United States.
The Diocesan Encuentro, presented
in Spanish, featured a keynote presentation by Bishop Manuel Cruz,
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese
of Newark, and a Mass concelebrated
by Bishop Cruz by Bishop Ronald
Gainer.
Workshops addressed adult faith
formation, youth ministry and marriage ministry, and the day concluded
with Marian Consecration.
The momentum of Encuentro continues beyond the diocesan gathering.
The four-year process for what is the
Church’s fifth Encuentro began last
year with the development and training of diocesan teams. In Harrisburg,
42 people serve on the Encuentro
team – separate from the Diocesan
Hispanic Apostolate – and include
representatives from diocesan offices
and Hispanic diocesan lay leaders
recommended by their pastors.
Short-term plans for the Hispanic
Ministry in the Diocese of Harrisburg
include:
• The Diocesan Office for Marriage
and Respect Life will be providing
formation sessions to Spanish-speaking mentor couples. The couples were
trained last July in the Spanish version
of “God’s Plan,” and training will
resume next winter.
• The Diocesan Office of Adult
Education and Catechist Formation is
offering the Spanish-speaking community the opportunity to pursue a
Basic Catechist Certification in Spanish. A pilot will be launched at Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg next
May, using the University of Dayton’s
program. The goal is to better prepare
Hispanic/Latino lay leaders to serve
the Church in Harrisburg as – for
example – youth ministers, mentor
couples and RCIA facilitators.
• The Diocesan Encuentro team
will offer additional retreats or days
of reflection. The next one will be a
Lenten Retreat.
The Diocesan and regional-level
celebrations that are taking place
will be followed by the National
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Bishop Manuel Cruz, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Newark, and Bishop Ronald Gainer arrive for the Diocesan
Encuentro at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg Sept. 23.

Bishop Manuel Cruz, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Newark,
presents the keynote address at the Diocesan Encuentro. Meaning “Encounter,”
Encuentro calls all Catholics to activity, consultation, leadership, development and
identification of best practices to better serve Hispanic Catholics and call them to
active involvement.

Encuentro Sept. 20-23, 2018, in Dallas, Texas, a gathering of lay leaders,
bishops and members of the Diocesan
Encuentro teams. The U.S. Bishops’
Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs and
Committee on Cultural Diversity in
the Church will then develop a national pastoral plan for the Hispanic Community to be implemented by 2020.
According to the USCCB’s Subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs, 2011 statistics list the U.S. Catholic population
at more than 68.2 million, representing
22.9 percent of the total population
of the United States. The Hispanic
population as of 2011 was 52 million,
16.7 percent of the nation’s total population. Hispanics constitute about 60
percent of all Catholics under the age
of 18 in the United States.
(Contributing to this article was
Jaclyn Curran, Coordinator of Multicultural Ministries for the Diocese of
Harrisburg.)

Above: Music ministry and worship is highlighted at the Diocesan Encuentro.
Left: A woman is moved in prayer during the celebration of Mass at the Diocesan Encuentro.
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St. Catherine Labouré Parish Celebrates the Vision
with Blessing of Renovated Shrine Church
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The 40-year old Shrine Church at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg is a newly renovated place
of worship, built on accessibility, beauty, legacy and efficiency.
This summer, the Shrine of the Miraculous Medal underwent a $1.8 million refurbishment project following a
three-year process of study, consultation and parishioner
surveys.
The result is an accessible and magnificent house of
worship, which Bishop Ronald Gainer dedicated during
a solemn Mass on Sept. 16.
During the Mass, the bishop blessed the new Miraculous Medal Shrine there, which houses one of the original medals that St. Catherine Labouré kept for herself,
and was in her possession when she died in 1876. It is
one of only two medals in the United States.
Flanking the front left pews, the shrine allows faithful
to place petitions and notes of thanksgiving for answered
prayers, and is adorned with a 3-foot brass relief image
of the Miraculous Medal.
At the main entrance to the church stands the relocated
baptismal font, which flows with living water for the
faithful to bless themselves as they enter. The tabernacle,
adorned with panels showing the images of angels, has
been moved to the center of the sanctuary, and the altar professionally cleaned.
The renovation project also includes
ramps and wider spaces for accessibility, improved sight lines, expanded confessionals, energy-efficient lighting, an
improved sound system and larger restrooms. New wall, floor and ceiling covers compliment the majestic windows
that encircle the Shrine Church.
Refurbished pews with padded seating have also been added, contributing
to a “sense of sereneness and stillness,”
noted Father Neil Sullivan, pastor.
“When people sit and stand, you hear the sound of
rustling, reminiscent of the sound that St. Catherine
Labouré heard during the Blessed Mother’s second and
third appearances to her,” he said. “St. Catherine was
praying with her eyes closed, and the Blessed Mother
made herself known by the quiet rustling of her skirt.”
He told The Catholic Witness that the parishioners’
reaction to the refurbishment has been overwhelmingly
positive. “The beauty of this place of worship is just one
gift of the renovations,” he said.
During the renovation project, from June through August, Masses were celebrated in Murray Hall, which had
been the original church. “It was really going back in our
history as we prepared to move forward,” Father Sullivan said.
The parish is the first in the world named for St. Catherine Labouré, who was canonized in 1947. The church

Bishop Ronald Gainer blessed the Miraculous
Medal Shrine, which contains one of the
original medals that St. Catherine Labouré had in
her personal possession when she died in 1876.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: Father Neil Sullivan,
pastor, distributes Holy
Communion during the Mass.
Right: Parishioners gather
for the Mass of blessing of
the renovations at the Shrine
Church. In the foreground is
Sister Mary Anne Sweeney,
IHM, Principal of St. Catherine
Labouré School.

opened its doors a year later, and now has more than
2,620 households and close to 7,000 members.
“The whole renovation project was built on accessibility, beauty, legacy and efficiency,” Father Sullivan
remarked.”
“Our primary driver was to ensure that people could
get into church and also get around once they are inside.
This translates into ensuring that our own hearts and

hands are accessible in serving others.”
“And then there is the beauty of the church, that is
noble and graceful,” he said. “As part of our legacy, we
are to allow ourselves to be the means which God uses
to work miracles, and honor the historical Miraculous
Medal of St. Catherine Labouré. And in doing so, we are
effective and efficient in our use and stewardship, and
how we worship in this prayerful space.”

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates the Liturgy of
Stained-glass windows of the Shrine Church are illuminated by late afternoon sun during the solemn Mass for the the Eucharist, as the chalice in the stained-glass
dedication of the renovations there.
window is illuminated by sunlight Sept. 16.
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Our Mother of Perpetual Help School
Welcomes Bishop in Celebrating 60 Years
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The community of Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata is sharing the good news of Catholic education
there, as educators, students and parents
celebrate its 60th anniversary.
The school was established at the request of parents and parishioners who
wanted to provide a Catholic school education for the children in Ephrata, Lititz
and New Holland. Our Mother of Perpetual Help School opened its doors in
1957, beginning a tradition of Catholic
faith and educational excellence.
That tradition continues with various events and special activities as the
school marks its 60th anniversary.
“We’re marking the year with a special theme, ‘To Jesus through Our
Blessed Mother Mary,’” said Father
John McLoughlin, CSSR, pastor. “All
of our prayers and celebrations this year
will honor Jesus through his Blessed
Mother.”
At the opening Mass for the school
year, students were given Rosaries and
prayer cards of Our Mother of Perpetual
Help to pray with their families. September also featured a picnic for students and
families, as well as a Mass celebrated by
Bishop Ronald Gainer on Sept. 14, the
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
During the Holy Mass, students served
as lectors, gift bearers, altar servers and
members of the choir.
As the anniversary year progresses, the school plans to
hold an all-class reunion, and
will continue activities surrounding the number 60.
“We love to celebrate our
spiritual mother, our love for
Jesus, and special days and
anniversaries, and this year
allows us to celebrate all of
those things together as one
school community,” Father
McLoughlin said.
Our Mother of Perpetual
School – accredited by Middle States in 2004 – offers
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Bishop Ronald Gainer explains the meaning of his pectoral cross to second-graders at Our Mother of Perpetual Help School
in Ephrata.

an enhanced academic program with
classroom technology, the MathCounts
program for seventh- and eighth-grade

students, Quiz Bowl, Chess Club, and a
variety of activities and CYO sports.
For information on Our Mother of Per-

petual Help School, which welcomes students in PreK-8, visit www.omph.org or
call 717-738-2414.

Top, left: Third grader Ellen Sakyiwaa-Yeboah is seen during Mass.
Top, right: Sixth-grader Julie Leonard serves as the lector during the school’s 60th
anniversary Mass.
Bottom, left: Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses Father John McLoughlin, CSSR, pastor,
prior to the Gospel.
Bottom, right: Sixth grader Emily Hoffmann shows her school spirit as she lends her
voice to the choir.
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Lourdes Golf Team on Par for Great Season
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Coming off a solid season
last year, the Red Raiders of
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional
School in Coal Township easily beat Pottsville (325-392)
in their final home match at
Indian Hills Golf Club on a
warm, muggy Sept. 18.
The Red Raiders were
led by Evan Salamone, who
fashioned a stellar round of 70
(2-under) on the Indian Hills
layout located midway between Shamokin and Sunbury,
nestled in the valley. Lourdes
has lost only one Schuylkill
League match this season, a
home loss to Blue Mountain,
which they avenged by besting them a week later on Blue
Mountain’s home course.
Indian Hills, designed in
1923, is a classic old-style golf
course, which features small
crowned greens that offer
plenty of pace if you get above
the hole. With three reachable
par-fives, there are birdies to
be made for the player who
can drive the ball well. And
Evan Salamone can definitely
smoke the tee ball.
Lourdes is also led by number two player Selina Albert.
She’s a solid putter capable
of making those five- and
six-foot par putts essential to
keeping the momentum of a
good round going.
With the league playoffs this
week, where the Red Raiders will have their sights set
on beating Blue Mountain,
Lourdes will also be looking forward to the District IV
tournament to be followed
by regional play and then the
state tournament in York, in
late October when the weather
is sure to be much cooler.
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The 2017 Lourdes Golf Team. Front
row from left are Zachary Smith,
Garrett Timco, Ryan Ciocco and
Walter Kalinoski. Back row:
Tiziana Albert, assistant coach;
Brock Evert, Thomas Schultz, Evan
Salamone, Selina Albert and Ryan
Relty, head coach. Co-ed varsity
golf at Lourdes is a cooperative
program that welcomes Mount
Carmel Area High School players
on the team.

Left: Thomas Schultz tees off on the
first hole against the Crimson Tide
of Pottsville.

Left: Selina Albert hits her approach shot against Pottsville.
Right: Evan Salamone rips a drive on the second hole – a long dogleg right par-four.
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With Prayer, Catholics in Puerto Rico
Deal with Hurricane Maria’s Wrath

Jesuit in Puerto Rico Says Hurricane
Devastation is ‘Apocalyptic’

By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service

By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service

Authorities say it may take months for electricity to fully return to Puerto Rico after
It took a couple of days for Jesuit Father Flavio Bravo to venture out
Hurricane Maria pummeled the island and its infrastructure as it made landfall Sept.
and survey the devastation of Hurricane Maria, with its torrential rain and
20.
winds of 155 miles per hour, inWhen the hurricane hit the island with
flicted for hours on the island of
winds of up to 155 miles per hour, it tore out
Puerto Rico.
cables, roofs from homes and buildings, up“We were trapped,” because
A woman
rooted palm trees and even bent a cross anof debris, said Father Bravo, the
looks at the
chored to a cement post at the entrance of a
superior of the Society of Jesus’
damage in
Jesuit school.
Puerto Rico community, recounta neighbor’s
It has been difficult to communicate with
ing the initial aftermath of the
house Sept.
those on the island, said Capuchin Franciscan
21 in
hurricane on the island. When
Father Urbano Vasquez, of the Shrine of the
Salinas,
Father Bravo finally managed to
Sacred Heart in Washington, who studied in
Puerto Rico,
get outside, the scene was nothPuerto Rico and has vast ties to the island. He
after the area
ing
short of “apocalyptic,” he
has been trying to communicate, to no avail,
was hit by
said
during a Sept. 22 telephone
with a community of Poor Clares in Cidra,
Hurricane
interview
with Catholic News
Puerto Rico, and others he knows on the isMaria.
Service.
land, but phone service is hit or miss.
CNS/CARLOS
In what was once a lush forGARCIA RAWLINS,
Father Vasquez, however, was able to make
REUTERS
est,
the palm trees that are still
contact with a group of seven Capuchin Franstanding
look more like teleciscan friars after the hurricane passed. They
phone
poles
because they have
took refuge from the storm in Trujillo Alto,
no
leaves
on
them.
Before Maria,
about 10 minutes from Old San Juan.
it
was
hard
to
see
anything past
“They were scared because it was the first
the
dense
tropical
foliage,
and
now
“you
can
see
all
along.”
Seeing the
time they’ve been through something like that,” said Father Vasquez. “They spent the
fallen trees, “it is brutal,” Father Bravo said.
time praying or near the Eucharist” as winds tore through part of the roof near a chapel
But what was most shocking, said Father Bravo, was the sight of the
in the building at Centro Capuchino. Some later sent him videos of the winds whistling
cross at the entrance of Colegio San Ignacio de Loyola, the secondary
through the streets, images taken from a cracked window in an arched entrance door.
school the Jesuits operate on the island: The 6-foot-5-inch cross was bent
The entrance door to the friary caved in, he said, leaving no path for the friars to
make their way to the main street. But even if they could get out to the street, authoriinto a 45-degree angle by the hurricane’s forceful winds and now looks
ties have put a curfew in place, afraid citizens could come in contact with fallen cables
almost like a sword planted on the cement post.
and other objects that could pose danger on the ground.
“It was a sight that touched me. But that cross invites me to think: What
The friars told him of the devastation they could see from inside, he said, including
have I done for Christ? What am I doing for Christ? What ought I do for
fallen palm trees and blocked roads. A parishioner sent him photos of debris, such as
Christ?” Father Bravo said, citing part of the Jesuits’ Spiritual Exercises.
torn and battered traffic lights left behind by Maria’s wrath.
“It was a message of destruction but also of reconstruction.”
Capuchin Franciscan Father Carlos Reyes, in a Sept. 21 phone interview with CathoPuerto Rico, as well as other places affected by September’s back-tolic News Service, said he didn’t sleep through the harrowing night he spent listening to
back hurricanes, first Irma and now Maria, has a long way to go before
Hurricane Maria barrel through San Juan.
life returns to normal.
“I spent the night praying,” he said, and listening to the radio was the only way to
Father Bravo said the aftermath has left a pile of emotions and thoughts
hear what was happening in Puerto Rico and the world. He heard about the earthquake
almost
as high as the debris: sadness, desperation from lack of communiin Mexico and in the middle of his own experience with nature’s wrath, he prayed for
cation,
the
poor who already were suffering will now suffer more, wanting
the earthquake’s victims.
to help but not knowing where to begin. It feels daunting, he said.
Water crept in at one point and the friars were doing their best to keep it out of the
Those who have been able to free themselves from damaged buildings
residence. The only way to live through such an experience is with faith and thinking
and homes are out looking for neighbors, family, making sure everyone
about safety, he said. Authorities tried to drive the urgent message that Hurricane Maria was no joke and many listened, he said.
is OK.
“The message was to save life, not the material,” he said. “You can reconstruct struc“There isn’t a sense of panic, but [rather] sadness. ... You don’t know
tures, but not life.”
how to console, or be consoled” because there’s so much destruction all
Father Reyes, originally from El Salvador, said he has lived through strong eartharound, he said.
quakes and their damage sometimes affects a centralized area, but Hurricane Maria
Puerto Rico, which already was experiencing economic problems betore through an entire island.
cause of huge debt due to mismanagement, had an infrastructure with
As of Sept. 22, at least 15 people were killed in Puerto Rico, and 14 deaths were remassive problems before the hurricanes arrived. The economy already
ported on the island nation of Dominica. Two others were killed in the French territory
was weak, people were leaving the island behind and with it, family, beof Guadeloupe and one on the U.S. Virgin Islands.
cause of the financial problems. And now those who had little, have nothCardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president of the U.S. Confering, Father Bravo said.
ence of Catholic Bishops, urged Catholics to respond with prayer and other help “in
“It’s an avalanche of disasters, one disaster after another disaster,” he
this time of great need for our brothers and sisters in harm’s way – many of whom have
said.
been hit repeatedly by the successive hurricanes.”
One of Father Bravo’s tasks is to repair the damage done to the Jesuit
In a Sept. 22 statement, he noted the catastrophic effects of Hurricane Maria were
school, which educates more than 600 in San Juan, and which already
visited on Puerto Rico and elsewhere in the Caribbean “just as we begin to assess the
had suffered damage from Hurricane Irma. Electricity will not return for
material and emotional damage of hurricanes Harvey and Irma.”
a long time, he said, maybe four to six months. There is a lot of broken
Cardinal DiNardo said: “Casting aside any temptation to despair, and full of hope
glass, damages to buildings, and debris to clear.
in the loving providence of God, we pray that our Father may receive unto his loving
And yet, he said, the feeling he hangs onto is of gratitude to God, gratipresence those who have lost their lives, may he comfort the grieving, and may he
fortify the courage and resilience of those whose lives have been uprooted by these
tude to those who are thinking about those who are suffering on the isdisasters. May he extend the might of his
land and other places, gratitude
right hand and bid the sea be ‘quiet’ and ‘still’
for those who have been moved
Rescue workers help people Sept. 20 in Guayama,
(Mark 4:39).”
with compassion, gratitude for
Puerto Rico, after the area was hit by Hurricane
Most of Puerto Rico remained without
those who have helped and want
Maria. After battering the Virgin Islands, the hurricane
communication and little information had
to help, and gratitude for those
made landfall in Puerto Rico, bringing “catastrophic”
been gathered about conditions. “Our tele“who have not allowed us to feel
155 mph winds and dangerous storm surges.
communications system is partially down,”
CNS/CARLOS GARCIA RAWLINS, REUTERS
the emptiness,” he said. Even
Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Rossello told the
in the midst of tragedy, “we
news agency CNN Sept. 20. “Our energy inare seeking the greater glory of
frastructure is completely down.”
God,” said Father Bravo. The
Father Reyes said the damage to Puerto
Society of Jesus in Puerto Rico
Rico isn’t just material but also psychologiwants to offer its thanks for the
cal for those who lived through the experihelp and support it will take to
ence of Hurricane Maria and he worries for
raise, in the middle of an afterthe most vulnerable in the population.
math, a path of hope to face the
“This leaves behind a lot of damage,” he
future ahead.
told CNS. “But we hope for goodwill ... the
The website for the Jesuit’s
worries and necessities are great ... but we
province lists a link for donations
can learn a lot from these experiences, that
at jesuitscentralsouthern.org to
we have to find the good among the bad. In
the middle of all of this, faith strengthens us.”
help with recovery efforts.
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Bishop, Caritas Staffer Say Situation
in Mexico Serious, Much Aid Needed
social policies promoted by the governor and the bishop’s refusal to stop
A Catholic bishop and a Caritas
condemning violence and corruption
worker in Mexico said the situation
in the state.
was extremely serious after the Sept.
The pair have put aside their differ19 earthquake, and much aid would be
ences in the wake of such a disaster,
needed.
Cruz said.
“The situation is complicated, be“There’s no working together” on
cause the first earthquake (Sept. 7)
the relief effort, “but we’re not getting
had already affected thousands of
in each other’s way,” Cruz said.
people in Chiapas and Oaxaca,” AlMostly, priests and the bishop “have
berto Arciniega, head of communicabeen trying to be close to the people,”
tions for Caritas Mexico, told Catholic
he added.
News Service Sept. 20. “The Church
Earlier, Arciniega shared audio of
is continuing to assist those dioceses,
an interview with Bishop Castro, who
but with what happened yesterday, the
noted that parishes in his diocese had
emergency situation is being re-evalubeen collecting items to send to vicated to get a more exact assessment of
tims of the Sept. 7 earthquake in Chithe aid that is needed.”
apas and Oaxaca. Now those items –
The Vatican announced Sept. 21
if they were not destroyed in the Sept.
that, through the Dicastery for Pro19 quake – will be used locally, the
moting Human Development, Pope
bishop said, adding, “but it will not be
CNS/CARLOS JASSO, RETUERS
Francis is sending an initial $150,000
enough.”
Members
of
Israeli
and
Mexican
rescue
teams
carry
a
body
from
a
collapsed
building
in
to aid Mexico. Money will be distribArciniega was in Oaxaca when he
Mexico
City
Sept.
21,
two
days
after
an
earthquake.
uted by the nuncio to dioceses most
spoke to CNS Sept. 20. He said the
affected.
Sept. 19 earthquake was felt there, but apArciniega said all the dioceses in Mex- Ocean. Arciniega said Puebla and Morelos Mexico’s older churches. The Cuernavaca parently did not cause damage.
ico were collecting food, water and other states and Mexico City were worst hit in cathedral, which dates to the 1500s and
“People [in the south] are worried that
necessities for victims of the quakes. He the second quake, which killed more than been undergoing restoration activities, also the assistance will stop because the camsuffered damage and parts of it cannot be eras and newscasts are focusing on Mexico
said they were seeking economic support 230 people.
used, Cruz said.
In
Morelos,
just
to
the
south
of
Mexico
from inside and outside the country.
City. There is fear that the aid will stop and
Parish residences also were damaged, the emphasis will be on the center of the
City,
damage
was
widespread.
Gov.
Graco
“We know it is a serious situation, and
leaving priests homeless, Cruz said. A pair country,” he said.
international aid is being requested,” Ar- Ramirez put the death toll at 73.
of priests were injured by falling debris;
President
Enrique
Pena
Nieto
has
visited
He added that it was raining in Tehuanciniega told Catholic News Service.
the municipality of Jujutla, where houses one was still hospitalized Sept. 21.
tepec,
an area of Oaxaca damaged in the
“Rehabilitation and reconstruction will
The diocese has started collecting goods first earthquake, which killed nearly 100
were reduced to rubble.
take time and will be expensive,” he addOscar Cruz, spokesman for the Diocese for those left homeless.
people.
ed. “Thousands of people have been left of Cuernavaca, based in the Morelos state
“People have been extraordinary,” Cruz
“That makes the housing situation more
homeless, and many churches have been capital, told Catholic News service “the said. “This has been an extraordinary mo- complicated. Not only did people’s homes
damaged.”
damage is worse ... in many towns that are ment of solidarity. People are coming out collapse, but now it’s raining, so people are
The magnitude 7.1 quake that hit Sept. even poorer.”
in shelters, they need food. They are setting
and saying, ‘I want to help.’”
19 was not as strong as the earlier magniBishop Ramon Castro of Cuernavaca up community kitchens. We are continuing
At least 89 parishes in Morelos state
tude 8.1 quake, but the second quake was suffered damage or were destroyed, ac- has been touring the hardest-hit towns of to evaluate how much the diocese can do
centered in Puebla state, just southeast of cording the National History and Anthro- Morelos. The bishop and the state gov- to help itself and requesting aid from other
Mexico City, as opposed to in the Pacific pology Institute, which is responsible for ernor had been at odds in recent years of dioceses and from outside the country.”

Catholic News Service

LARC Events Mark 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation

The annual Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic (LARC) Vespers will be on held Sunday, Oct. 22 at 4 p.m. at United Lutheran
Seminary Gettysburg Campus Chapel.
The LARC Day of Dialogue will be Monday, Oct. 23 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg. The speaker
for the Day of Dialogue will be Bishop Emeritus Donald J. McCoid, who had a key role in creating the document Declaration on
the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, which summarizes Lutheran-Catholic dialogue since 1965.
These events will take special note of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation as well as our progress on the path to Christian
Unity. Information and registration are available at www.hbgdiocese.org/larc or by calling 717-657-4804, ext. 265, by Oct. 18.

Come & See
Catholic Charities’
Benefit Dinner
Featuring Guest Speaker
Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien,

Grand Master of the Equestrian Order
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
Monday, October 30, 2017
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
5 p.m. ~ Reception and Silent Auction
6 p.m. ~ Dinner by Two Gals Catering
7 p.m. ~ Remarks by Cardinal O’Brien
Various sponsorship levels available, beginning at
$100 for one reservation.
All proceeds benefit the residential homes of
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg:
~ Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families
~ Lourdeshouse Maternity Home for women and their
babies
~ Evergreen House for women on the road to recovery
For additional information, and to RSVP by
October 16, click on the events button at www.cchbg.org.
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Blessed Rother ‘an Authentic Light’
for Church and World, Says Cardinal
Catholic News Service

‘They Killed a Man but Created a Saint,’
Prelate Says of Slain Priest, Who
Was a Seminarian at Mount St. Mary’s

By Maria Wiering
If the martyrdom of Blessed Stanley Francis Rother “fills us with sadness,”
Catholic News Service
it also “gives us the joy of admiring the kindness, generosity and courage of a
great man of faith,” Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for
Retired Archbishop Harry J. Flynn was rector of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
Saints’ Causes, said Sept. 23 in Oklahoma City.
Emmitsburg, Md., when he got a call in 1979 from an old friend from the semiThe 13 years Blessed Rother spent as a missionary in Guatemala “will always
nary, asking if he could visit for a week.
be remembered as the glorious epic of a martyr of Christ, an authentic lighted
That friend was Father Stanley Rother, a priest of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
torch of hope for the Church and the world,” the cardinal said in his homily durCity and a missionary in a rural part of Guatemala.
ing the U.S. priest’s beatification Mass.
He picked up Father Rother from Dulles International
“Formed in the school of the Gospel, he saw even
Airport near Washington and was appalled by the horrific situation the priest described in Guatemala. Members
his enemies as fellow human beings. He did not hate,
of his congregation had disappeared and were presumed
but loved. He did not destroy, but built up,” Cardinal
dead, victims of a civil war between the government and
Amato said.
guerrilla groups.
“This is the invitation that Blessed Stanley Francis
Rother extends to us today. To be like him as wit“If they asked for a few more cents for picking coffee
nesses and missionaries of the Gospel. Society needs
beans, they were considered communists, and a truck
these sowers of goodness,” he said. “Thank you, Fawould come into the village that night, stop at the home
ther Rother! Bless us from heaven!”
of the man or woman who asked for a few more cents,
The cardinal was the main celebrant of the beatifitake them out to the country, torture them, kill them, and
cation Mass, joined by Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
then throw their bodies into a well to poison that well,”
of Oklahoma City and his predecessor, retired Archsaid Archbishop Flynn, who headed the Archdiocese of
bishop Eusebius J. Beltran, who formally opened the
St. Paul and Minneapolis from 1995 to 2008.
Rother sainthood cause 10 years ago.
Father Rother described the situation “with a passion,”
CNS
An overflow crowd of 20,000 packed the Cox ConArchbishop
Flynn recalled. “It was haunting him. He
vention Center in Oklahoma City for the beatifica- Father Stanley Rother is shown baptizing a child in said, ‘If I speak, they’ll kill me, but if keep silent, what
this undated photo.
tion of Father Rother, murdered in 1981 as he served
kind of a shepherd would I be?’”
the faithful at a mission in Guatemala sponsored by
The friends shared meals together that week, but Father
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. The evening before a
Rother spent his days praying at the seminary’s historic
prayer service was held at St. Benedict Parish in Broken
Lourdes grotto, a place he had loved while he and ArchbishArrow.
op Flynn were seminarians at “the Mount.” At the end of the
Before the Mass began, the congregation was shown a
week, he told then-Father Flynn, “I know what I must do. I
documentary made about his life and ministry titled “The
must go back and speak.”
Shepherd Cannot Run: Father Rother’s Story.” Then Car“But,” Archbishop Flynn recalled, “he also said this:
dinal Amato, Archbishop Coakley, Archbishop Beltran
‘They’re
not going to take me out and kill me somewhere
and about 50 other U.S. bishops, over 200 priests and
in
the
country
and then throw my body into a well.’ He said,
about 200 deacons processed in for the start of the beatifi‘I’ll put up a fight like they’ve never seen before.’”
cation ceremony.
Archbishop Flynn took Father Rother to the airport and
Before Cardinal Amato read the apostolic letter declaring
said
goodbye. He knew it would be the last time he would
Father Rother “Blessed,” Archbishop Beltran gave some
see
him
alive. Two years later, in 1981, Archbishop Flynn
remarks, saying that little did Father Rother know that
opened
a
newspaper to read that an American priest had been
his growing-up years on his family’s farm near Okarche
killed in Guatemala. He didn’t have to read further to know
“would mold him into the kind of man who would make
it was Father Rother.
great strides when he volunteered to go to Guatemala.”
“He struggled in seminary,” the archbishop remarked,
Father Rother grew up on a farm near Okarche, Okla. He
referring to the difficulty the priest had with learning Latwas a farm boy with a knack for fixing things. After high
in. He was nearly expelled because he had such a hard
school, he left home for seminary in Texas, but he was asked
CNS PHOTO/ARCHDIOCESE to leave after struggling with Latin. Undeterred, he transtime, but he went on to be ordained for the Archdiocese
OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES
of Oklahoma City in 1963. Once in Guatemala to serve in Father Stanley Rother, a priest of the ferred to the Emmitsburg seminary, where he met ArchbishSantiago Atitlan, he learned Tz’utujil, the language of the Oklahoma City Archdiocese who was op Flynn, who was three classes ahead of him. Archbishop
many Mayan descendants who were his parishioners. He brutally murdered in 1981 in the Guatemalan Flynn noted his friend’s deep prayer life.
helped translate the Bible into Tz’utujil.
village where he ministered to the poor, is
“We could be downstairs in recreation, laughing and carHe worked side by side with the people “teaching them pictured in an undated photo.
rying on, and then the bell would ring to go up to chapel
many of the agricultural practices he learned in Okarche,”
for night prayer and Stanley seemed to me to go right into
Archbishop Beltran said.
prayer, which I found enviable,” Archbishop Flynn recalled in a recent interview
The mission was about 10 years old when Father Rother arrived in 1968 and
with The Catholic Spirit, newspaper of the Minnesota archdiocese.
had a staff of 10, but the number of missionaries dwindled as Guatemala’s civil
The two were in the seminary around the time that Pope John XXIII encourwar, which began in 1960 and lasted until 1996, intensified. Eventually, Father
aged U.S. bishops to form partnerships between their dioceses and those in Latin
Rother’s name appeared on a death list and he returned home.
America. The then-Diocese of Oklahoma City-Tulsa paired with the Diocese of
“His ways were very quiet and unassuming but eventually he began to receive
Solola, Guatemala. In 1968, Father Rother was asked to minister there in Santiago
death threats,” the archbishop continued. “He made infrequent visits [back to
Atitlan, a mission established by Franciscans. The Mayan people there had been
Oklahoma]. On his last visit [in 1981] he felt the need to return to his people no
without a priest for nearly a century.
matter what the consequences.”
People who knew Father Rother weren’t surprised that he returned again and
Friends recalled him saying, “The shepherd cannot run. I want to be with my
again
to Guatemala after the violence began, even with many opportunities to stay
people.” Within three days of his return, three men entered his rectory in the
in the U.S. The Christmas before he died, he famously wrote to his archbishop, “A
dead of night and murdered him.
shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger.”
“His saintly life has become well known beyond boundaries of Oklahoma
On July 28, 1981, three men burst into the parish rectory, demanding Father
and Guatemala and the faith of those familiar with his life has been greatly
Rother.
He was hiding, but when the men threatened the life of one of his protecstrengthened. How grateful we are to almighty God this day for the beatification
tors, he emerged. He was ultimately gunned down in his rectory, his knuckles raw
of Father Rother,” Archbishop Beltran said.
from the fight, his spattered blood staining the wall. The Guatemalans left the
Cardinal Amato followed the archbishop by reading the formal letter about
stains, and to this day, visitors – many of them pilgrims – can see the aftermath of
the priest’s beatification. When he concluded, a huge colorful banner was unwhat the gunmen did to their priest. The fatal bullet remains lodged in the wall.
furled above the altar with a likeness of Blessed Rother and an image of his
Guatemalan mission and the Oklahoma archdiocesan coat of arms at the bottom.
In 1999, Archbishop Flynn traveled to Father Rother’s church in Santiago AtitHis feast day will be celebrated July 28, the day when he was fatally shot in
lan, visited the room where he was shot to death and celebrated Mass in the parish
the head by masked men.
church. Father Rother’s body returned to Oklahoma, but the missionary’s heart
In his remarks, Archbishop Coakley said that on behalf of the local Church in
was left behind with the Guatemalans, who have since enshrined it as a relic.
Oklahoma “and in communion with my brother bishops in the United States and
Archbishop Flynn also prays for his friend’s intercession, keeping his photoGuatemala,” he felt “profound gratitude” for the opportunity to help celebrate
graph on his altar for Mass. He feels that he had a graced opportunity to be with
the beatification of a native son.
Father Rother that summer while he was discerning his impending death.
“We are grateful for your [Pope Francis] recognition of the heroic witness of
“I’ll always remember sitting in the room where he was martyred, and sitting
this good shepherd [who] remained with his people. He gave his life in solidarthere and looking at his blood all over the wall, splattered, and experiencing anger
ity with so many suffering individuals and family who endured persecution for
in my heart with the people who did that to him – this gentle, gentle shepherd,”
the sake of the Gospel. We pray the Church will experience a new Pentecost and
he said, “and then realizing what he would have said – something that Christ said,
an abundance of vocations to the priesthood inspired by the witness and aided
‘They don’t even know what they’re doing,’ and they probably didn’t. ... They
by the intercession of Blessed Stanley Rother.”
killed a man, but they created a saint.”
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Schedule of Daily Masses at Parishes during Priests’ Workshop
The annual Priests’ Continuing Education
Workshop will be held Oct. 8-13, 2017 in Hunt
Valley, Md. During this time, daily Masses will
be celebrated by visiting, retired and religious
order priests in the following churches:

Lebanon Deanery

Shamokin, Mother Cabrini
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.

Lebanon, Assumption BVM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.

Trevorton, St. Patrick
Wednesday, 8 a.m.

North Lancaster Deanery
Columbia, St. Peter
Monday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Wednesday, 6 p.m.

Adams Deanery
Bonneauville, St. Joseph the Worker
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Wednesday, 7 a.m.
Hanover, St. Vincent de Paul
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.
Cumberland/Perry Deanery
Camp Hill, Good Shepherd
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.
Carlisle, St. Patrick
Monday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m.

Williamstown, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Tuesday, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

South Lancaster Deanery

Ephrata, Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
7 a.m. and 9 a.m.

Lancaster, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:30 a.m.

Lititz, St. James
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9 a.m.

Lancaster, St. Anthony of Padua
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.

Northern Deanery
Danville, St. Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 6:30 a.m.
Monday, Thursday, 6:15 p.m.

Mechanicsburg, St. Joseph
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 6:30 a.m. & 9 a.m.
Tuesday, 9 a.m.
Thursday, 8:30 a.m.

Dauphin Deanery
Harrisburg, Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
12 Noon
Harrisburg, Holy Family
Monday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.

Lancaster, St. John Neumann
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Lancaster, St. Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
6:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 8:15 a.m.

Lewisburg, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 9 a.m.
Selinsgrove, St. Pius X
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 7 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 12 Noon

Lancaster, San Juan Bautista
Monday, Wednesday, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, 7 a.m.

Sunbury, St. Monica
Monday, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 7:30 a.m.

Lancaster Regional Hospital
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 12:05 p.m.

Northumberland Deanery

Harrisburg, Holy Name of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8 a.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Coal Township, Our Lady of Hope
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
7 a.m.

Harrisburg, St. Francis of Assisi
Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.

Elysburg, Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7:10 a.m.
Friday, 8 a.m.

Harrisburg, St. Margaret Mary
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Lewistown, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Thursday, 9 a.m. School Mass
Middletown, Seven Sorrows BVM
Monday, 8:30 a.m. School Mass
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.

Franklin Deanery

Elysburg, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Tuesday, Thursday, 8 a.m.
Kulpmont, Holy Angels
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.
Lykens, Our Lady, Help of Christians
Monday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Blue Ridge Summit, St. Rita
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9 a.m.

Mount Carmel, Divine Redeemer
Monday, Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.
Novena after Mass

Fairfield, Immaculate Conception BVM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8 a.m.

Mount Carmel, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9 a.m.

Rohrerstown, St. Leo the Great
Monday, 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Friday, 8:45 a.m.

York Deanery
Dallastown, St. Joseph
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 8:30 a.m.
New Freedom, St. John the Baptist
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9 a.m.
York, Immaculate Conception BVM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m.
Wednesday, 7 p.m. Spanish
York, St. Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 6:45
and 8 a.m.
Friday, 6:45 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.

Wanted: Rosary Makers
By Karen Harding
Special to The Witness
“Wanted: Rosary Makers.” Four years ago, the Diocesan
Missions Office posted that announcement in parish bulletins. It was our idea to offer a special Rosary, the World
Mission Rosary, to our diocesan children as a way for them
to pray for children in mission lands and thus become missionaries through prayer. The World Mission Rosary is that
colorful Rosary with decades of red, blue, yellow, green and
white, each color calling to mind a different area of the world
where the Church’s missionary work is being carried out. It
was created in 1951 by Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen,
who said when you had finished praying the World Mission
Rosary, you had “...given the world a great big hug.”
The response was great, and over several months we
amassed a nice collection of Rosaries, distributing them to
our diocesan schools and parish religious education programs. Since the beginning, more than 16,000 Rosaries
have been given out! (To envision how many that is, picture those mid-size plastic bins that normally hold crafts and
odds & ends. Then imagine 40+ of those bins filled with the
colorful Rosaries!)
Teachers and catechists have been enthusiastic in intro-

ducing the Rosary to the children and including it in their
classrooms. Several have set aside time to pray this Rosary
as a group, some even monthly. And from this prayer comes
a desire by the students to share God’s love with their brothers and sisters in need in mission lands—children just like
themselves.
Now, once again, the Missions Office is in need of volunteers experienced in making corded Rosaries in order to
keep up with the requests. The office provides the materials
in packs of 50 Rosaries, and volunteers work on their own,
at their own pace. If you are able to help, or have questions
about the project, please contact us at:
Office of Pontifical Missions, Diocese of Harrisburg:
missions@hbgdiocese.org
(717) 657-4804 ext. 240
And, as October is both the month of the Holy Rosary and
Mission Month, it is a perfect time to express our gratitude
to the many Rosary volunteers who have already offered
their time and talent in the service of spreading the Good
News of Jesus. Thank you for your dedication!
(Karen Harding is the Diocesan Missionary Childhood
Association Coordinator and administrative assistant
for the Office of Pontifical Missions. Reverend Robert F.
Sharman is the Diocesan Director.)
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Harrisburg Abortion Center Closes
From the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
The names of the following
deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please
remember in your prayers the happy
repose of these recently departed
souls and the consolation of their
loved ones.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Charles “Charlie” Rubenstein,
Lawrence Splitt.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Knovel Lamberti, Jerry Orbach.
CATAWISSA – Our Lady of Mercy:
Scott Welkom.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Sally Grace (Faith) Bowling,
Marie Mirabello Lundy, Robert P.
Villarreal.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Victoria Calabretta, Margaret
Leshinski, Robert Long, Eva Rodman.
COLUMBIA – St. Peter: Mary
Maurer.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Anna Goyert.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Judith Lewis, Anthony Papa.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Leah Jane Shealer.
HARRISBURG – Cathedral Parish
of St. Patrick: Elizabeth Miller, Mary
Pinizzotto, Albert Joseph Regan,
Anthony Wolfe; St. Catherine Labouré:
Ronald Stafford.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
E. Thomas Valerio.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Helen
Sabol.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Fred Amendola, Joan Slentz, Philip
Young.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Ramon Boyer, Jane Hill, Mary Tice;
St. Cecilia: Mary Boyer.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius:
Judith Honeycutt, Edith Kumpar.
LYKENS – Our Lady, Help of
Christians: Brian Kerwin, Frances
O’Haren, Paul Zelnick.
MANHEIM – St. Richard: Eileen
M. Coyle.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Doris Bowers.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Mary (Marie) Malesic.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew:
C. William “Billy” Whittington, Sr.
YORK – St. Joseph: Bernard
Kniery.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in October during the past 25 years:
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella,
2014
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2016.

Diocese of Harrisburg

GRAND ULTREYA
Saturday, October 28th, 2017

9:00am till 3:00pm

Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, Pa 17111
To Register

Contact: Phil Talarico
Suggested Donation
Email: bstala1@gmail.com
$15.00
Phone: 717-756-4966
Address: 2227 Canterberry Dr
Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - 9:15am
Main Celebrant - Bishop Ronald Gainer
Con-Celebrant - Fr. William Weary

The embattled Hillcrest Women’s Medical Center in Harrisburg has shut its doors.
Government sources have confirmed that Hillcrest has voluntarily relinquished its
license to operate as an abortion facility.
The abortion center had until Aug. 31 to fix the myriad of health and safety problems discovered during an inspection earlier this year. That inspection yielded an
astounding 44 pages worth of violations.
A group of state Senators demanded to know why the state Health Department allowed the facility to remain open, given its abysmal safety record. A follow-up inspection resulted in Hillcrest being shuttered until it could meet basic health standards.
But the deadline for compliance came and went with little indication the abortion
center would reopen. A notice posted by the local natural gas company indicated that
the gas had been shut off. A subsequent notice by the electric company said the electricity would be cut off if $1,600 in bills was not paid within the week.
The Pennsylvania Department of Health website now lists Hillcrest as “closed.” For
the health and safety of central Pennsylvania women, the closure is long overdue.
(Article posted at http://paprolife.us/blog/2017/09/15/troubled-harrisburg-abortionfacility-closes/)

SCCs Celebrate Commitments
to Consecrated Religious Life
“Come, Spouse
of Christ.” This
was the prevailing
theme as the Sisters of Christian
Charity celebrated
renewal of vows
and first and final
profession of
vows at Mallinckrodt Convent,
Mendham, N.J.
Renewing their
vows on the afternoon of Aug. 14
in the Chapel of
Mary Immaculate
are (front row) Sisters Bridget Harakel, Lucianna Le, Luiza Simon, Mathilde DeLucy,
and Bakhita Nyomoo, (back row) Mary Amata Reifsnyder, Regina Bathalon, Clara
Kim, and Sophia Marie Peralta.
Sister Bakhita Nyomoo ministers at Holy Family Convent, Danville, and Sister
Clara Kim lives at Holy Spirit Convent, Camp Hill, and attends the Penn State/Hershey Clinical Pastoral Education Program.
Father Anthony Ciorra, Vice-President for Mission and Catholic Identity at Sacred
Heart University, Fairfield, Conn., was retreat director and main celebrant for the
liturgy of Renewal of Vows. In his homily, Father Ciorra shared that “Mary’s ‘yes’ was
not said once and done, but was ongoing as ours, too, must be.”
On Aug. 15, Rev. Msgr. James T. Mahoney, Ph.D, Vicar General of the Diocese of
Paterson and pastor of Corpus Christi, Chatham, N.J., was the main celebrant for the
Mass of Final Profession of Sisters Marie Jose de la Rosa and Maria Angeline Weiss.
Priests from dioceses in New Jersey and Pennsylvania concelebrated.
Then, on Aug. 16, Sister John Paul Thorley pronounced her vows of first profession.
The Most Reverend Paul J. Bradley, Bishop of Kalamazoo, Mich., a close friend of
the Thorley family, officiated at the ceremony. In his homily, Bishop Bradley proposed
that “a parable of the Kingdom of God in our world today is the witness of consecrated
religious.” Sister John Paul will minister at Morris Catholic High School, Denville,
New Jersey, as a math teacher.
Sister Mary Edward Spohrer, provincial superior, received the vows of these Sisters
at each ceremony in the presence of the community, the Sisters’ relatives and friends.

SCCs Celebrate New Novices and Jubilarians
The Rite of
Investing into the
novitiate of the
Sisters of Christian Charity took
place the evening
of Aug. 20. Postulants Cialinett Colon of New York
City, now Sister
Graciela, and
Sara Navarro of
Philadelphia, now
Sister Paulina,
were received into
the community
and welcomed by Sister Mary Edward Spohrer, provincial superior.
Sister Graciela, an immigration lawyer, has been ministering at the Wind of the
Spirit Immigrant Resource Center, St. Margaret’s Parish, Morristown, N.J. Sister Paulina recently served as office administrator at St. Brigid’s Parish, Peapack, N.J.
On Aug. 21, the Sisters of Christian Charity observed the 168th anniversary of the
order’s founding by Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt, with a Mass celebrating the
Sisters’ 80, 75, 70, 60 and 50 years of faithful service. The jubilarians are shown in the
accompanying photo. Rev. Nicholas Bozza, St. Lawrence the Martyr Church, Chester,
N.J., was the main celebrant, and Msgr. Frank Del Prete, St. Gabriel the Archangel,
Saddle River, Rev. Edward Vilkauskas, C.S.Sp., chaplain, Holy Family Convent, Danville, concelebrated.
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Saint Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg will
commemorate the 100th anniversary of Fatima with a Rosary Rally
on Oct. 13. Following the request of our most Holy Mother Mary, we
will pray the Rosary for the “conversion of sinners” and “in reparation for the sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”
Please join us at 5:30 p.m. in the Plaza of Our Lady of the Globe,
next to the Shrine Church. Join us for this rain or shine event to ask
God’s forgiveness and bring us peace. All are welcome!
Fatima Centennial Holy Hour will be held at St. Joseph
Church in York on Oct. 13 from 7-8 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration,
recitation of the Holy Rosary led by the Knights of Columbus and
Columbiettes, prayers of consecration to Jesus through Mary, music
meditations, and benediction. Contact Deacon Neil Crispo at 717755-7503, ext. 229.
The Divine Mercy Chaplet & Devotion is prayed on the
2nd Sunday of each month beginning at 3 p.m. at St. Rose of Lima
Church in York. On Oct. 8, we will be praying a Rosary and Chaplet
for 40 Days for Life and the end of abortion. For information, contact
Joe Bankowski at 717-308-7245.
Jesus, I Trust in You! Why you need to know
God’s message of Mercy! Join us for an Evening of Divine
Mercy Oct. 24 at 7 p.m., St. Rose of Lima Church, York. Featured
speaker will be Father David W. Gunter, MIC, located at the National
Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, Mass. The Divine Mercy
presentation will be followed by a healing service. For information, contact Joe Bankowski at 717-308-7245.
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom hosts
a weekly outdoor/indoor Divine Mercy Stations of the Cross at 3:30
p.m. every Monday. This devotion, inspired by the Diary of St. Faustina, takes about 20-25 minutes to pray following the book “Way
of the Cross” at the National Shrine of Divine Mercy. Contact Mary
Ferg via email (merryferg@aol.com) to receive a weekly prompt to
attend and information for the exact location at St. John’s. Please
invite family and friends to console Jesus’ Sacred Heart. All are
welcome!
The Dedication of the St. Sharbel Shrine will be held
Sept. 30 at the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Emmitsburg, Md. The day will start with preparation at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by a dedication ceremony, Holy Mass, and reception. The
Shrine Grotto has been working with “The Family of St. Sharbel,
USA” for the Shrine’s addition and dedication.
The Last Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima celebration will be held the weekend of Oct. 13-15 at the National Shrine
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md. Some highlights
of the weekend will include a Rosary and procession with Father
Patrick Russell on Friday night, a lecture with Professor John-Mark
Miravalle on Saturday, and Confession and Mass on Sunday. The
weekend’s full schedule can be found at www.nsgrotto.org/events.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be held Oct. 4 at 7 p.m. Join your fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ as we adore Our Lord through prayer, praise, worship and
music. Father Modestus will preside. A reception will be held immediately following the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more information, call 717-583-0240.
The 30th Harrisburg Life Chain is being held Oct. 1
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. at 6150 Allentown Boulevard, Harrisburg, in
the vicinity of Holy Name of Jesus Church. Stand with thousands of
pro-life individuals throughout the United States and Canada and
pray for people in crisis situations and for our nation. Bring your
whole family. Water, lawn chairs and umbrellas are welcome. Signs
will be provided.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will hold
a nine-day novena to honor its patroness. Novena books are available at the Church and Parish Office. If you are unable to attend,
you may follow along at home and recite the Rosary after the daily
prayers and reflection. The novena schedule or prayers and recitation of the Rosary is as follows: Sept. 29 at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel.
Sept. 30 at 4 p.m., followed by Mass in the church. Oct. 1-6 at 6:30
p.m. in the chapel. Oct. 7 at 4 p.m., followed by Mass in the church.
The Dominican Nuns of Perpetual Rosary will hold their annual
Rosary Sunday Devotions consisting of recitation of the Rosary,
sermon, Benediction and the blessing and distribution of roses Oct.
1 at 3 p.m. at their monastery on Lititz Pike in Lancaster. Father Joseph Ambrose Eckinger, OP, STB, monastery chaplain, will deliver
the sermon. Intentions will be placed at the feet of Our Lady’s image
and remembered in the novenas, Rosaries and prayers throughout
October.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

The Shrines of France Pilgrimage through the National
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md., will be
held in March 2018. Twelve days, starting in Paris and ending in
Lourdes, exploring shrines with the beautiful backdrop of France.
Registration is available online at www.nsgrotto.org, and the registration deadline is Oct. 16, 2017.

Education & Enrichment

The Annunciation Women of Mercy and Joy is a
new group of ladies at Annunciation BVM Parish in McSherrystown
who serve the parish and community. The group meets once a
month, and has a prayer shawl / blanket ministry that meets once
a month. It has also implemented a Visitation group that visits
homebound women in our parish. The group’s mission is to bring to
life the Corporal Works of Mercy of our Catholic faith within our communities, truly understanding that kindness matters, and to support
one another through God-given talents. For information, call Toni
Weaver at 717-632-5357.

Married couples are cordially invited to “Cana
Couples in Christ” – A Celebration of New Wine in Matrimony on Oct. 27 from 7-9 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, York. The
evening begins with a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration and
concludes in the narthex with a wine & cheese social gathering. As
we experience the choice wine of grace and joy in Him, we in turn
are strengthened to lavish it on our spouse, our family, and onto a
world so thirsty for His love. A perfect evening to unite your hearts
before Our Lord in quiet adoration and then invite Him into the
social time with old and new friends. Contact Deacon Neil Crispo
at 717-755-7503, ext. 229.
A Women of Grace® Study Program will be held at
Holy Infant Parish, Manchester, on Wednesday evenings, Oct.
4 through Dec. 13 (off 10/11 & 11/01) from 6:45-8:30 p.m.
Developed by EWTN’s Johnette Benkovic, the study leads women
on an exciting journey to discover the gift of “authentic femininity”™ (as exemplified by the Blessed Virgin Mary), holiness of life,
and woman’s purpose and mission in the world today. The books
we will use are: Full of Grace and the Full of Grace Study
Guide. You may order them directly from the Women of Grace
on-line store at www.womenofgrace.com, Amazon (new & used),
or perhaps you can borrow a set from a friend! To register, contact
Pastoral Assistant Becky Papa at holyinfantparish@gmail.com or
717-266-5286. Please provide your name, phone number, and
email address. Program questions? Contact facilitator Donna
Giberti at Ourfaith1208@aol.com.
Annual Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and Care – Parish volunteers and advocates in the Cumberland/Perry Deanery
parishes are hosting the 4th Annual Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and
Care on Oct. 28 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Trinity High School in Camp
Hill. The day will begin at 9 a.m. with registration and a continental
breakfast, followed by Holy Mass, a guest speaker and a hand
blessing. A luncheon will take place from 12:30-1:30 p.m., followed
by spa and craft activities. The day concludes at 4 p.m. There is
no cost for the day, but registration is required. Visit http://www.
caregiversdayofprayerandcare.org. For more information, contact
Mary Moll at 717-258-1104, or mmoll@saintpatrickchurch.org.
An Opioid Town Hall will be held at Holy Infant
Parish in Manchester on Nov. 21 from 7-8:30 p.m. The
event, sponsored by members of the York Opioid Collaborative,
will be include an informational presentation about the current
opioid epidemic specific to York County and Q&A session. All are
welcome. For more information, email YorkOpiodCollaborative@
gmail.com or visit Facebook.com/YorkOpioidCollaborative.

Fundraisers & Events

The Trinity High School Athletic Association is
hosting a “Beef and Beer” event Oct. 14 at 6 p.m. at Trinity
High School in the cafeteria. This high-energy event will feature
delicious food and drinks, exciting silent and live auctions, music
and dancing as well as other fun activities. The proceeds of this
fundraising event will benefit Trinity High School Athletics and its
student-athletes by providing monetary support for equipment.
Event tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/trinity-athletic-association-beef-and-beer2017-tickets-37424244924.
St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey is celebrating its
90th anniversary. Help us look back on 90 years of Catholic school
memories, reconnect with classmates, and make new friends at
our Oct. 8 event! We start with the noon Mass at St. Joan of Arc
Church and follow with a buffet dinner at the school. Cost is $30
per person, $15 for children ages 4-12, and free for children under
4. Tours of our 2016 National Blue Ribbon School will be provided.
RSVP on the school’s webpage, school.stjoanhershey.org/
alumni, or call the school at 717-533-2854. Contact Deb Rizzotto,
Director of Development, for more information about the event or
school admission at drizzotto@stjoanhershey.org.
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Williamstown is having its
annual spaghetti dinner on Oct. 7 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner includes
spaghetti, meat balls, Italian sausage, salad, rolls, beverage and
dessert. Tickets are $9 each and can be obtained by calling Dawn
at 717-647-9124 or Anne at 717-647-9182. Eat-in or take-out.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall is having 5 Wednesdays of fish dinners! Dinners will be held
Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 and Nov. 1 from 4-7 p.m. and include: baked
haddock or fried cod, baked or fried potatoes, applesauce or coleslaw, a roll and Bernie’s Bakers’ famous homemade desserts with
coffee or tea for only $9. Children under 12 can eat a real chicken
tender and fries dinner for only $2.
The Lebanon District Council of Catholic Women
is sponsoring a Baby Shower at Saint Paul the Apostle
Parish in Annville on Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. All Ladies are invited.
Please bring a wrapped baby gift. The gifts will be taken to
Lourdeshouse Maternity Services and Susquehanna Pregnancy
Center. If there are any questions, please call Anne Hasting at
717-274-8582 or Mary Kreider at 717-867-1548.
Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus Council 14081 will host all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast every
second Sunday during the months of September, October and November in the Holy Name of Jesus Social Hall, Harrisburg, from 9
a.m.-noon. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door. Menu
includes choice of sausage and a refreshment. All proceeds will
go to assist other projects sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
throughout the year.
Lebanon Catholic School will host “Aaron’s
Rhythm and Brews Festival” in memory of Aaron Neubauer, a 1997 graduate. The event will be held Oct. 7 from 3-10
p.m. at St. Cecilia’s Parish Center on State Drive. Advance tickets
are $15, or $20 at the door. The outdoor event features craft beer,
food trucks, commemorative apparel, a sports memorabilia silent
auction, themed baskets up for raffle and 50/50’s throughout the
event. New this year is moonshine tasting and cigar sampling.
Annual cornhole tournament at 3:30 p.m., with a registration form
is available on our Facebook page. Live music at 4:30 p.m. with

Bryan Stevenson. At 7 p.m. enjoy Smooth Like Clyde, a diverse
and energetic 5-piece party band playing music from the 70’s
to today’s hits. Must be 21 to attend. Please bring lawn chairs.
Proceeds will help fund renovations and equipment upgrades to
Lebanon Catholic School’s existing weight room, which will be
called the Aaron Neubauer Memorial Strength and Conditioning
Center. Call 717-273-3731, ext. 329, to purchase tickets or to make
a donation.
The Little Flower Seniors Club of St. Theresa
Parish in New Cumberland is offering a trip to Paradise,
Pa., for a Christmas play at Rainbow Comedy Playhouse on Dec.
6 to see “Guess Who’s Coming to Christmas. Cost of $70 includes
transportation, lunch and gratuities. RSVP deadline is Nov. 12. Call
717-774-6783 or 717-774-5671.
St. Andrew’s Council of Catholic Women in
Waynesboro will sponsor an American Girl Doll/Lego/Cash
bingo Oct. 22 at the Knights of Columbus, 42 West Second St.,
Waynesboro. Doors open at 11:30 a.m., and bingo starts at 1 p.m.
Tickets are $18 and are available at the parish office, 717-7621914, ext. 5. A portion of the proceeds will benefit St. Andrew
Parish family children.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will host Big Bingo
on Oct. 15 in the parish center on State Drive. Doors and kitchen
open at 11 a.m. There will be 24 big cash games, as well as a
50/50 and a jackpot game. Tickets are $25. For questions, call Bob
at 717-273-9488.
St. Cecilia Parish’s Holy Name Society in Lebanon will host a ready-to-eat Boston butt sale Oct. 28. Slow
roasted over charcoal, 7 to 9 lbs. Pick up between 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in
the parish parking lot. Cost is $30, preorders with payment required
by Oct. 20. Tickets available from any Holy Name Society member,
or at the parish office. For questions, call Bill at 717-273-1233.
A Monte Carlo Night to benefit St. Margaret Mary
School in Harrisburg will be held Oct. 28 from 7-10:30 p.m.
at Bishop McDevitt High School. Casino-style gaming for fabulous
prizes, as well as a bingo room, piano lounge, and World Series
watching. All activities plus snacks, beer, wine and soft drinks
included in the price of admission. Tickets can be purchased at
smmmcn.myevent.com or by contacting Mike and Annamarie Fazzolari at amfazz@gmail.com. Tickets are $40 prior to the event and
$50 at the door.
Dr. Candace Mowbray Classical Guitar Concert
will be held at Lancaster Catholic High School on the Old Main
stage on Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. as part of the Fine and Performing
Arts Concert and Lecture Series. Classical guitarist, Candace Mowbray, performs a beautiful program of works for solo guitar. With
focus on melody and evocation, the program will feature music with
a wide range of influences including works from France, Spain,
Brazil and the U.S. This event is free of charge, but donations will
be accepted.
Oktoberfest Fine and Preforming Arts Concert
and Lecture Series Fundraiser will be held on Oct. 14 at 7
p.m. at Lancaster Catholic High School. Music will be provided by
“2016 Lancaster’s Got Talent” Grand Champion, Cody McSherry
‘21 and his German band Polterabend. Admission to this event
is $10 per person or $85 for a reserved table of 10. RSVP by Oct.
10 to Tony Brill at 717-509-0310 or tbrill@lchsyes.org.
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will be holding a
Chicken BBQ of takeout orders only at the Cabrini Shed, located
at Webster and Cherry Streets, on Oct. 1 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Cost of the chicken BBQ, which consists of ½ chicken, homemade
potato salad, baked beans, roll and a “sweet,” is $8. Tickets can be
purchased at the parish office from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through
Friday, or by calling the parish office at 570-648-4512.
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will be holding
a pierogi sale of Cottage Cheese and Potato/Cheese Pierogi in
October. The cost for the cottage cheese pierogi is $10 per dozen,
and the potato/cheese is $9 per dozen. Orders can be placed by
calling the parish office at 570-648-4512, Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Pierogi pick up dates are as follows: cottage
cheese pierogi is Friday, Oct. 13 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., and potato/
cheese pierogi is Friday, Oct. 20 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Cabrini
Shed located at Webster and Cherry Streets.

Job Openings

St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg is seeking a director of religious education. The parish is in
the process of “Parish Transformation,” inspired by the “Divine
Renovation” network. The Religious Education Program covers
the pre-school through 12th grade, which includes Ministry with
Youth. Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree, have sufficient
knowledge of, and adherence to, the Catholic faith. Previous experience in a catechetical program is preferred. If not yet certified
in catechesis, candidates will have to meet diocesan formational
requirements while employed. Candidates must be zealous in
“growing disciples for the Lord Jesus Christ,” as stated in the
Parish Mission Statement. This full-time position includes benefits.
Interested parties should send a letter of interest, resume and
pastor’s recommendation form to: DRE Interview Committee, Saint
Joseph Parish, 410 E. Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.
Please submit information by Oct. 16, 2017.
Morning Star Pregnancy Services in Harrisburg is seeking
a Director of Development with demonstrated results in major
giving, special events, building donor and church relationships
and tech savvy innovator. Must be a good communicator with a
passion for our mission and vision. Experience in grant writing and
marketing a plus. Salary commensurate with experience. Benefits
available to full-time employees. Submit cover letter and résumé
to LPlummer@morningstarchoices.com. For more information, call
Linda Plummer, Executive Director, at 717-901-3377.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

The submission deadline for the Oct. 13 edition is
Wednesday, Oct. 4 at 4:30 p.m. Send typed announcements to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No ads, posters or
fliers, please.
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St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown Breaks Ground for Parish Center
Father Steven Fauser, pastor of St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown, and
Bishop Ronald Gainer join members of the parish in breaking ground
for a new parish center. The facility will include accommodations for
up to 300 people for a social gathering, as well as a kitchen, meeting
rooms and offices.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown broke
ground for a new parish center following a
Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer
at the church on Sept. 24.
Since 2012, the parish has been utilizing the former St. Peter School as its parish center. The new center, expected to be
completed in April 2018, will offer space
to accommodate 250-300 people for social

events. It will also include a full kitchen,
eight meeting rooms, smaller offices, storage and restrooms.
The parish center will be located adjacent to the new church, outside of town.
The historic St. Peter Church is located in
downtown Elizabethtown.
“With completion of this new project, we
will now have a beautiful place to worship
together as the Body of Christ, and to have
gatherings together one location for fellowship,” said Father Steven Fauser, pastor.

Young members of St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown approach Father
Steven Fauser, pastor, as they contribute to the offertory during Mass
prior to the groundbreaking ceremony Sept. 24.
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40 Days for Life Kicks Off in York
The annual 40 Days for Life campaign –
in conjunction with Respect Life Month in
October – got underway in York on Sept. 25,
as Bishop Ronald Gainer opened the period
of peaceful vigil for life outside of Planned
Parenthood.
Through Nov. 5, the faithful are encouraged to participate in the campaign of prayer,
fasting, peaceful vigil and community outreach. The vigil is taking place on the public
sidewalks in front of Planned Parenthood.
Participants are welcome and encouraged
to stand for life locally in York during this
campaign for 1 hour or more per week, or for

any time they can spare. In any given week,
15-20 babies’ lives are ended at Planned Parenthood in York.
40 Days for Life has generated proven lifesaving results since its beginning in 2004
in College Station, Texas. There have been
13,305 babies saved, 154 abortion workers
convinced to leave their jobs, and 86 abortion
clinics closed during the campaigns.
You can join York 40 Days for Life by
visiting www.40daysforlife.com/york or by
contacting Tom Evans, leader of the 40 Days
for Life Campaign in York, at 717-999-4025
or tomevan54@comcast.net.
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Above: A reflection of 40 Days for Life participants shows their efforts to
stop the horror of abortion, as they pray outside of Planned Parenthood
in York.
Left: Pro-lifers gather in the alley near Planned Parenthood in York Sept.
25 for a rally, led Bishop Ronald Gainer, to kick off the 40 Days for Life
campaign.

