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Diocese Rejoices in 41 Seminarians
Faithful Called to Answer Financial Challenge

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Since 2004, the Diocese of Harrisburg has been blessed with a consistent
increase in the number of its seminarians.
Eight years ago at this time, 12 young
men were settling into a new academic
year in the diocese’s seminarian formation program.
Today, that number totals 41 – the
same number of years that have passed
since the diocese last saw this many
seminarians. In 1971, 45 were studying
for the priesthood here.
The trend in the increasing number
of seminarians these past several years
offers an optimistic outlook concerning priestly vocations in the Diocese of
Harrisburg.
It also presents a challenge to us, the
faithful whom these current seminarians will one day serve as priests.
“With the tripling of the number of
seminarians in less than 10 years comes
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Seminarian Michael Metzgar speaks with attendees at the Fishers of Men Dinner
last fall. Find information on this year’s dinner to support seminarian education
on page 2.

Rebuilding a Holy Refuge

the dramatic increase of financially
providing for the formation of each
seminarian,” said Father Raymond
LaVoie, Director of the Diocesan Office of Vocations.
The average annual cost for each
seminarian in the diocese’s formation program is close to $40,000. That
comes to roughly $1.6 million per year
to cover the cost of education of 41
seminarians.
Think of it as having 41 sons in college.
“Our responsibility as a diocesan
family is that we have 41 sons from our
parishes, and during their formation,
their schedule is so full that they can’t
hold even a part-time job. So financial support for them comes from the
people of the diocese,” Father LaVoie
said.
This support comes from contributions to the annual Diocesan Pentecost
Collection, through the annual Fishers
of Men Dinner (see information for
More SEMINARIANS, page 2

Deacon Eckman
Remembered
for Presence in
Parish Life
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A year after a fire ravaged Our Lady of Refuge Church in Doylesburg, the Catholic community in the northern Franklin
County town is eagerly anticipating the opening of their re-built church. The original brick structure still stands, as new
construction takes place inside. See page 16 for more images and information on the rebuild.

Father Andre Meluskey remembers
the late Deacon Frank Eckman as “a
very humble, simple guy who did
extraordinarily
gifted things.”
The two first
met in the mid
1970s as thenMr. Eckman was
in formation for
the diocese’s first
class of permanent deacons. Father
Meluskey was a member of the formation team that prepared the men in the
class.
After being ordained to the diaconate by Bishop Joseph T. Daley in 1978,
Deacon Eckman was assigned to his
home parish St. Anne Parish in Lancaster. A year later, Father Meluskey
was assigned there as pastor.
The priest was delighted.
“When I went to St. Anne’s, I was
thrilled to have ‘inherited’ one of the
deacons from the class,” Father Meluskey said.
Father Meluskey and Deacon Eckman served the parish together for ten
More DEACON ECKMAN, page 3
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this year’s dinner below), and through
donations to the Bishop Joseph T. Daley Seminary Scholarship Endowment
Fund.
“Whenever a person financially contributes to the education of a seminarian, they are investing in their own
future, to have a priest in their home
parish who will baptize their children
and grandchildren” Father LaVoie said.
“They’re ensuring that priests will be
in the Catholic high schools they send
their children to, that they’ll be in the
hospitals to minister to the sick.
“And, we need priests to follow in
the footsteps of those who have given a
lifetime of faithful service to the priesthood and are preparing to retire,” he
added. “It really is the prayers and financial support of the faithful that are
making the next generation of priests
possible.”
Culture of Vocations
The 41 seminarians come from various backgrounds and have an assortment of interests and talents. Among
them are former high school valedictorians and military servicemen, gifted

athletes and talented musicians.
Though their experiences and interests vary, they all share a common desire to follow Christ and to bring Jesus
to his people.
“In our seminarians, we look for men
who show the beginning of a great life
of faith with Jesus Christ, who love
Jesus and the Church, and who have a
desire to serve God’s people,” Father
LaVoie pointed out. “Our seminarians
have that zeal. They have a desire to
give themselves away to God’s people.”

Father LaVoie attributes the consistent growth in the number of seminarians to the culture of vocations that is
fostered in the diocese.
He cited the “incredible support and
spiritual leadership” of diocesan bishops, expressly pointing to the efforts of
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden and Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, who have been
“catalysts for calling our young people
to be open to the vocation that Our Lord
has given them.”
He also pointed to “the good, holy

Diocesan Vocation Prayer
Heavenly Father, we ask You to bless our diocese with selfless hearts
that are willing to serve You, by serving Your Church.
Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:
courageous and humble men to the Priesthood,
faithful people to Consecrated Life,
and holy men and women to the sacrament of Marriage.
Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness,
by listening to the Father’s voice and responding with a sacrificial love.
Holy Mary, Model of Vocations,
teach us to hear and follow your Son.
Holy Mary, Queen of Priests,
sanctify our priests and obtain for us many more.
Holy Mary, Mother of the Church,
pray for our families and intercede for our children. Amen.

people in our diocese.” Our seminarians come from the homes of our families who are supporting their sons’ vocations to the priesthood. The faithful
also consistently support seminarians
with care packages, financial assistance
and prayers. And, they faithfully pray
for an increase in vocations through an
ongoing prayer campaign in the diocese’s perpetual adoration chapels.
Diocesan priests and the seminarians
themselves also promote a culture of
vocations, Father LaVoie pointed out.
The priests’ example of “their holy
lives, of joyfully serving God’s people”
are sources of encouragement to seminarians. And, the seminarians give witness to other men by their commitment
to entering the seminary.
“The Holy Spirit is doing something
unique and powerful in our diocese,”
Father LaVoie said. “While the sheer
number of seminarians tells us that, it’s
also the quality of these men.”
“As men from our diocese accept Our
Lord’s invitation to discern priesthood,
we have to meet the challenge of providing for them financially,” he said.
“When they enter the seminary, they
become our responsibility in the diocese. Just as they step forward in faith,
we too must stand with them.”

Pope: Mary is Model
of Mature Christian Faith
Catholic News Service

Fishers of Men Dinner
To Benefit the Bishop Joseph T. Daley
Seminary Scholarship Endowment Fund
October 5 at the Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Hors d’oeuvres will be served at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m.
Seminarians will be present to welcome you and
share with you their journey toward priesthood
Cost is $150 per person, $800 for a table of six,
and $1,000 for a table of eight
RSVP by September 21
Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/fishersofmen

Mary, the Mother of God, represents a “full and mature” Christian
faith, one that all believers should imitate, Pope Benedict XVI told
Marian experts attending an academic conference in Rome.
People can look to Mary as an example of living according to God’s
will with confidence and joy, he said Sept. 8, the Feast of the Nativity
of Mary.
The pope said he put the upcoming Year of Faith under Mary’s protection because she is “an exemplary model of the faith” and is “blessed
because she believed.”
He voiced hope that the year, which begins Oct. 11, would be “a true
moment of grace in which Mary’s faith precedes us and accompanies
us as a bright beacon and as a model of fullness and Christian maturity.”
The pope asked that people continue to trust in Mary as they draw
from her “enthusiasm and joy to live our vocation as children of God
with ever greater commitment and consistency.”
The pope made his remarks to about 350 participants in the Sept. 4-9
Mariological Marian International Congress, sponsored by the Pontifical Marian International Academy.
In light of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council, the congress focused on the impact of Vatican II
on Marian devotion and studies.
In his address to congress participants, the pope talked about his own
presence at the council as a young theologian, and recalled the debate
there over whether to dedicate a separate document to Mary – so as to
“adequately highlight the dignity, privilege and unique role of Mary”
in Christ’s redemptive action – or to integrate the text in a larger document on the Church.
In a close vote, the pope recalled, the council fathers decided to place
the text on Mary within the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(“Lumen Gentium”), giving her a fresh reading in light of Scripture
so that she “appears in all her beauty and uniqueness” while still being
“closely inserted in the fundamental mysteries of the Christian faith.”
The document “clearly affirms and gives the right emphasis” to
Mary’s role in cooperating with God’s plan of salvation, which comes
through Christ alone, he said.
While the text did not solve all difficulties related to Mary and her
role in the Church, the pope said it is still “a precious point of balance” between the rigors of theological foundations and truth, and the
contemplative importance of spirituality, love and beauty most often
exemplified in popular piety.
“The unique figure of the Mother of God must be welcomed and
deepened from different and complementary perspectives,” Pope
Benedict said, adding that the chapter on Mary in “Lumen Gentium”
was in continuity with church tradition, and can still provide an important foundation for future theological and spiritual reflection.
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Why Should We Register to Vote?
By A. B. Hill
Special to The Witness
A long time ago I asked a fellow
college student if she was excited to
register to vote on her upcoming 18th
birthday. My classmate replied, “Why
would I do that, I’m not a political science major?!”
I never forgot her words. She asks an
important question – why should we
register to vote?
In Pennsylvania, every citizen who
wishes to cast a ballot to elect government leaders or respond to a referendum must first register to vote. On
Election Day, registered voters choose
which candidates they believe will represent their views and opinions and
make the best decisions about how to
run our municipality, county, state or
the nation.
We should register to vote so we can
lend our voices to the debate about how
we want to be governed. Again, you
might ask, why?
Because government affects us personally:
Every level of government makes
laws that we must obey and creates
policies connected with daily life. If
you care about the safety of our roads
and bridges, the education of children,
the pick-up of trash, the quality of your
drinking water, and the amount of tax-

es you pay, you should care about who
gets elected to public office.
Because the government affects the
common good:
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church says the common good is to be
understood as “the sum total of those
conditions of social life which allow
people as groups and as individuals to
reach their proper fulfillment” (CCC,
No. 1906). It also says that it is in the
political community that the most complete realization of the common good is
found. (CCC, No. 1910)
What are the concerns of the common good? You name it – a commit-

ment to peace and justice, protection of
the environment, civil rights, services
that support basic human dignity like
food, housing, work, education and
access to health care, as well as free
speech and religious liberty. The common good concerns the conditions we
provide for the “least” of us: the poor,
the vulnerable, the elderly and the very
young, those still in the womb and the
dying. The government does not create
these essential human rights, but it can
and should safeguard them. We should
support leaders who respect these values and work for policies that uphold
human dignity.

Don’t Let Your Voice Go Unheard – Register to Vote
Campaign season is in full swing in Pennsylvania. You can’t turn on your television
or radio without being reminded that an important election is coming up.
Catholics are called to be faithful citizens. We have a moral obligation to inform
our consciences and cast our ballots in civil elections.
But no one can exercise their faithful citizenship in the voting booth without first
properly registering to vote. There are several ways to do it:
• Visit your county voter registration office in person.
• Download the voter registration application, complete it, sign it and mail it in.
• Or sign up in person at a voter registration drive.
As a service to the Catholic community, the Bishops of Pennsylvania through the
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference are partnering with the Knights of Columbus to
organize nonpartisan voter registration drives in many parishes during the month of
September.
Watch your parish bulletin for more details and log on to www.pacatholic.org for
information about specific candidates in the coming weeks. The Catholic Witness
plans to publish its Voters Guide in the October 26 edition.

October 6 at 8:15 a.m.
Immaculate Conception
BVM Church, 309
South George Street, York
Join Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden,
as the main
celebrant, and the
Respect Life
Office for the
Pro-Life Mass. Following Mass,
Bishop McFadden will lead a Rosary
Procession to Planned Parenthood,
728 S. Beaver Street, York.

Pro-Life Mass and Rosary Procession
with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden

September 16 – “Pray-n-Play 4 Life” benefit for Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats and Heart of
Mary Pregnancy Support Services, St. John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom, noon.
September 17 – Lebanon District Council of Catholic Women Religious Appreciation
Dinner, Myerstown, 6 p.m.
September 18 – Forty Hours, Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
McSherrystown, 7 p.m.
September 19-20 – PCC Annual Board of Governors Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg.
September 22 – 25th Anniversary Mass of Episcopal Ordination for Archbishop John
Myers, Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, N.J., 10 a.m.
September 23 – White Mass for Catholic healthcare professionals, St. Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.; Forty Hours, Holy Infant Church, York Haven, 7 p.m.
September 25 – Board of Regents Meeting, St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, Pa.
September 26 – Deans Meeting, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.; Sacred
Heart of Jesus Capital Campaign Kick-off Celebration, Cornwall, 7 p.m.
September 27 – Celebrate Mass for Diocesan Education Conference, Trinity High
School, Camp Hill, 10 a.m.
September 29 – Diocesan Pilgrimage to the National Shrine, Washington, D.C.
September 30 – Mass and Blessing of Newly Renovated Church, St. Joseph Church,
Danville, 10:30 a.m.
October 1 – Attend Ordination of Bishop-elect Lawrence Persico, Diocese of Erie.

Because the government affects the
future:
The United States Bishops stress
the importance of civic engagement in
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. They remind us, “How we organize our society—in economics and
politics, in law and policy—directly affects the common good and the capacity of individuals to develop their full
potential. Every person and association
has a right and a duty to participate
actively in shaping society and to promote the well-being of all, especially
the poor and vulnerable.”
If we do not work to shape society
now; if we do not uphold the dignity
of the human person and help everyone
reach their full potential, we jeopardize
our future.
Election Day is Tuesday, November
6, 2012. The deadline to register to vote
is October 9, 2012. You do not have
to be a political science major to be a
good citizen, but if you care about the
world around you, you should vote.
(A. B. Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference – the public affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.
Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and
issues at www.pacatholic.org, www.
facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.
twitter.com/pacatholic.)

Deacon Eckman
Continued from 1

years. In that decade, according to Father Meluskey, Deacon
Eckman conferred the Sacrament of Baptism on 306 people,
and ministered to countless couples preparing for marriage.
For a time, Deacon Eckman was assisted by his wife Dolores
in preparing paperwork for the engaged.
“The two of them had such brilliant insights because they
were married, and they were very good with the couples,” Father Meluskey recalled. “Dolores eventually had to step aside
because of her health, but Frank continued in this ministry. He
was good because he was a husband and a dad. Because of that,
he could talk to the couples who were getting married, and his
guidance for them was a very gifted value that he had.”
Deacon Eckman also spent a great deal of time visiting the
sick and the hospitalized, and his presence was a gift to them.
“I’ve always looked upon Frank as a great collaborator,” Father Meluskey remarked. “He had great input and was forever
present in parish life.”
Deacon Eckman died at his home in Lancaster on Aug. 9 at
the age of 81.
He was born in Strasburg, graduated from J.P. McCaskey
High School and served in the United States Marines during
the Korean War. He worked as a machinist for Armstrong Cork
Company and then Kerr Glass for a total of 46 years. He was
also a 4th Degree Knight, and was a member of Knights of Columbus Council 867.
Deacon Eckman is survived by his wife Dolores of 61 years,
and by five children, six grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Aug. 14 at St.
Anthony of Padua Church in Lancaster. Burial was in St. Anthony Catholic Cemetery.
Deacon Robert Weaver, a close friend, recalls Deacon Eckman as a man who was very devoted to his family and to his
role as a deacon.
In his homily during the Mass of Christian Burial, Deacon
Weaver spoke of his friend as “a man of faith giving many hours
of service to his parish. He was a frequent visitor to the hospital,
praying with patients and distributing Holy Communion to the
sick.”
Speaking of Deacon Eckman’s love for the Eucharist, Deacon
Weaver remarked, “Frank ate the Bread of Life many times during his life. Many times the Lord came to him in Communion
to remind him that He will come again and take us to himself so
that where He is, we may be also.”
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Life Is
Non-Partisan
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
My brother, Rev. Rob Schenck, chairman of the Evangelical Church Alliance and a pro-life activist, was at the Democratic National Convention
in Charlotte, N.C. – not to protest, but to speak. He addressed a gathering of Democrats for Life, a group incorporated
within that party to oppose
the abortion plank in the
Father Paul
Democratic party platform
CB Schenck
and to promote policies that
support a woman’s choice for
LIFEGIFT
life. My brother was also at
the Republican convention in
Tampa, and joined pro-life members of that party.
The cause for human life – and the opposition
to anti-life policies – is non-partisan. The effort to
support public policies that defend and protect human life actually transcends electoral politics. Outlawing abortions, funding
services that support the decision not to abort, expanding access to health
care, outlawing embryonic stem-cell research and funding adult stem-cell
research, outlawing euthanasia and funding health care for the elderly, eliminating the death penalty and resisting unjust war doesn’t fit into the convenient boxes created by campaigns and candidates.
The sanctity of human life and the dignity of the person do not belong to
one religion, theology, community or way of life either. My brother is an
evangelical. All Christian denominations have strong pro-life movements
which is evidenced by the National Pro-Life Religious Council in Washington, D.C., made up of representatives of the Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Pentecostal, Orthodox, Congregational and Lutheran churches. There
are also Jewish, Muslim and Buddhist pro-life movements. My friend Nat
Hentoff, a founding editor of the Village Voice newspaper in NYC, who is
a syndicated columnist for the Washington Post, a prolific commentator on
the Constitution and a jazz music critic, is a left-wing atheist and thoroughly
pro-life.
The defense of human life is an eminently human position. It belongs to
everyone, every individual, family, community and political party whether
or not it is acknowledged, honored, ignored or contravened. The protection
of innocent life is an essential foundation of society. The abandonment of
the innocent, the weak or the vulnerable is as intolerable on the Left as the
Right, to members of any religious community and to skeptics as well.
We will diminish the prospects of success in reclaiming the sanctity of
human life in our society if we claim it to be the exclusive possession of one
political party, a particular religion, or community. Life, by its very nature,
belongs to everyone, no matter the religion, their politics or their lifestyle.
We all enjoy the greatest of all gifts – the gift of human life, and we must
promote it as human before all else.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities
and chairman of the National Pro-Life Action Center in Washington, D.C.)
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Attitude
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Many years ago, as I walked down the hall of a middle school, I could not
help hearing one of the teacher’s instruction on Jesus’ Sermon on Mount to
a group of fourth graders. Her comment, “The Beatitudes are all about attitudes of the heart. The heart understands only love.
The Beatitudes teach about God’s
love for us, His children and the
Musings
love that we in turn should exOf A Catholic
press to all people.”
Educator
Later on in the day, she shared
Sister Geralyn
with us that she told her students,
Schmidt, SCC
“The attitude of the Beatitudes
is gratitude to God.” She even
created a bulletin board in her classroom that had the
same message. She went on to create an entire set of lessons on the beatitudes that had a foundation of attitude awareness.
As a result of her teaching, her students were left with a sensitivity of their
own attitudes and actions throughout the course of the day. This reminds
me of what Eugene Gan in Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in the
Media (Emmaus Road, 2010) writes:
“[Attitude awareness] keeps us on our guard, helping us to maintain a
critical perspective about the messages coming at us through the media. It
also enables us to be aware of media-maker’s agendas, and less susceptible
to the subtle yet real brainwashing that can take place when we fail to look
at media with a critical eye.” (pg. 37)
Our personal attitude permeates everything we do, act and say. They can
change, however, depending on the images, sounds, and information that we
process through our senses. It is through our senses that we interact with the
world around us. Our choice of media use can either bring us closer to God
or away from Him as well. As Eugene Gan puts it,
“…. Human beings are a sensory people, a media people you could almost
say. We’re drawn to what we can see, taste, hear and touch. We’re drawn to
the visible. And we’re inclined to worship it, to care more about it than what
we can’t see, hear, taste, and touch.” (pg. 39)
When we come to use any media with this knowledge as our foundation,
it helps to understand the underlying message found within the media. This
knowledge in turns allows us to note visible untruths that overshadow invisible truths. For example, most commercials’ underlying value promotes true
happiness and fulfillment comes about through the abundance of possessions, something that we know is not true. How many programs and movies do we view that promote a physical relationship outside of marriage?
This has been so commonly promoted that young people often view this as
normal. Do we really believe this as correct? Does our “blind eye” send a
message that this is “ok?”
Proper attitude awareness of media opens our eyes to all the messages that
media sends; both the good and the bad. We can’t control what messages
are proclaimed by the media, but we can have power over our awareness
of those messages. Media can and does affect our culture. Since we are
products of the culture that surrounds us, we are affected by the messages
proclaimed by media.
How can we be aware of our personal attitudes and the attitudes that
surround us? First and foremost, pray! Pray for the virtue prudence that
is responsible for the formation of a correct conscience. Second, do some
research about the movies, websites, and games by reading reviews of professional critics and commentaries done by your peers. Focus on the message and the target audience. Ask yourself, “Is this message aligned with
what is taught by the Church and does it promotes a Catholic worldview?”
“Does it support our heart and our soul in our understanding of our relationship with God, others and ourselves?”
Through is type of reflection, we allow ourselves to be less susceptible
to the barrage of messages that come to us through media. Bottom line, it
allows us to more capable of distinguishing right from wrong and choosing
the good from the bad.
(Christian Charity Sister Geralyn Schmidt is the School WAN Coordinator for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)
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Top Ten List for Outstanding
Teaching of the Catholic Faith
By James F. Gontis
Special to The Witness
With our Holy Father, Pope Benedict
XVI, recently calling for the Year of Faith,
it is especially appropriate to examine
how we might
most
fruitfully teach/
catechize the
Teaching
Catholic faith.
the Faith
There
is
James Gontis
no one way,
no singular
method
by
which to catechize effectively. That
said, there are some common threads
that we consistently find in catechesis that
is done well, catechesis that is outstanding.
This begs the question: What do I mean
by catechesis that is done well? I’m glad you
asked. I mean catechesis that faithfully and
effectively hands on the faith in such a way
as to help those being catechized to learn it,
to love it, to become holy, to get to heaven.
No simple charge, that! While the following
is most certainly not meant to be an exhaustive list, here is my shot at a Top Ten List for
outstanding catechesis:
10) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH have a sense of humor!
We should take God very seriously, but
not take ourselves too seriously. Good catechists help their students to be at ease by
pointing out the humor in life and especially
in themselves. The willingness to laugh at
oneself is a sign of humility. And what virtue is more attractive than humility? A sense
of humor helps us to know our limitations,
to realize that, while what we do in catechesis is important, there is still only one Savior
and we’re not Him! (I think that should read
“and we’re not He!” but I’m just too humble
to be grammatically correct!)
9) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH take into account the
particular needs of their students.
We must be practical when teaching. Is
the room too hot, too cold? Is the seating
conducive to learning? Do we have students
with particular learning difficulties or special needs? If so, are we working together
with their parents, the pastor, etc., to try to
address their needs? Is the reading material
age-appropriate and pedagogically sound?
We are not automata and neither are our
students. Taking into account the particular
conditions of our students, together with the
catechetical environment, helps make learning more possible, effective, and enjoyable.
8) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS OF
THE FAITH prepare, prepare, prepare!
The clichés attached to #8 are many.
“Success is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.” “Proper planning prevents poor
performance.”And on and on. The point is
that outstanding catechists, like outstanding
athletes, outstanding musicians, outstanding
carpenters, outstanding anything, set themselves apart through a terrific work ethic (always aided by grace, lest we fall prey to a
Pelagian way of thinking).
7) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH do not pit truth
and love against each other.
God is truth and God is love.
The main point here is that Love and
Truth are inseparable. Far too often it is said,
taught, or at least hinted at that all we need is
love. In a certain sense, this is true. All we do
need is love! But this maxim presupposes a
highly advanced and developed understanding of what love is! Love is a mountain that
must be climbed. The steps that lead up the
mountain are the commandments of God
and the precepts of the Church. The Scriptures are full of admonitions such as this
one: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Guard against the heresy of Antinomianism! This is the heresy that Love is in
opposition to Law. The fact is that Love is
the fulfillment of the Law. If a Catholic were
to say, “I love God, so I don’t have to go to

Mass” that person would be in serious error
and quite possibly in mortal sin. We must be
aware that, every once in a while, such a person will show up in one of our classrooms.
If and when this happens, the outstanding
catechist will be prepared
to deal with him/her with
a combination of logic and
good humor.
6) OUTSTANDING
TEACHERS OF
THE FAITH instruct
their students
in the art of prayer.
There is a hierarchy here
that begins with liturgical
prayer, especially teaching about the greatest of all prayers, the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. Participation in the Mass should be
taught as both the greatest privilege we can
partake in this side of the veil, as well as an
obligation we owe to God according to the
virtue of justice: obligatory on Sundays and
Holy Days of Obligation. Our students also
need to learn basic Catholic prayers, not just
“experience” them, but learn them. Yes, this
does require some memorization! We must
not forget about devotional prayer. Devotions such as Eucharistic Adoration, the Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Advent Wreath
devotions, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet, to
name a few, have the power and efficacy to
embed themselves deeply within us and to
stoke within our souls the desire for encounter with the living God.
5) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH teach the beauty,
grandeur, and incarnational
nature of the Catholic faith.
We are not pure spirits, but body-soul
composites. Jesus knows of what we’re
made. In His goodness He established the
Catholic faith as a religion of spirit and
flesh. We receive grace and are drawn to
God through truth, beauty, and goodness. So
Jesus instituted sacraments as outward signs
— see-able, hear-able, taste-able, smell-able,
touch-able — that give us grace, which can
be neither seen, heard, tasted, smelled nor
touched! Following this incarnational principle, catechesis should incorporate those
elements that appeal to the senses, among
them beautiful (and sacred) art, beautiful
(and sacred) music, periods of silence, etc.
Truth, beauty, goodness…they resonate with
us because they are in accord with what God
designs us for, namely Himself.
4) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS OF
THE FAITH encourage and teach true
devotion to Mary and the Saints!
We live in an age in which it can easily
seem that there is a dearth of heroes. There
are not! The saints, of whom there are thousands — and here I’m referencing just the
canonized saints — provide us hope, in no
small part because of their great variety. We
can all find a saint for ourselves. The saints
come in all shapes, sizes, races, ethnicities, personality types, states of life, ages,
etc. But they had certain things in common.
They were/are Eucharistic people, devotees
of the Sacrament of Penance and faithful to
the Magisterium and her teachings. They
have a deep devotion to the Mother of God,
often manifested in their utilization of what
St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) referred to
as “the weapon”, namely the Rosary.
3) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH love their students in a
Christ-like manner, pray for them,
and teach for conversion of life.
A catechetics professor of mine used to
tell her students: “Pray to have a heart for
your students.” We must pray both with our
students and for our students. A practical tip
here: Occasionally, take your roll book and
pray a litany for your students using their
names. For example: Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus, have mercy on Abigail Adams! Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on Bart
Brown! Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have
mercy on Cleona Cleaver! You get the idea!
While an appropriate firmness is necessary
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This stained-glass window depicting Jesus with the children is from St. Patrick
Cathedral in Harrisburg.

if learning is to take place, so is patience and
the consistent practice of the cardinal virtues
of prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude on the part of the catechist. Outstanding catechists inspire their students to want
to be great. We were made for it — to reign
with Christ forever in heaven. Let us convey to them their great dignity as sons and
daughters of the Father. Let us teach them
that they must not live beneath their dignity. To accomplish this, we must teach them
very specifically what it means to be made in
God’s image. We must teach them the dignity and beauty of human life and that we must
always be open to it. We must teach them
that we are made for the Beatific Vision. We
must teach them the beauty and necessity
of being in sanctifying grace, the wages of
sin, specific mortal and venial sins, and the
limitless depths of God’s mercy! And, as St.
John Bosco taught, we must provide them
with opportunities for grace. The Sacrament
of Penance is particularly important here.
One of the terms for this sacrament in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) is
the Sacrament of Conversion. Every time we
make a good confession, we come to deeper
conversion. Let us teach for conversion.
2) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS
OF THE FAITH are Trinitarian
in their catechesis.
There is one God. There is only one God.
There is no other God except God! To this
absolutely fundamental truth, we add this:
The One God is Three Persons. Good catechists not only know that God is Three
Persons but are caught up in wonder and
awe at the fact that God is Three Persons
and hardly ever give a lesson without some
reference to it. Good catechists take every
opportunity to distinguish among the Three
Persons whenever the lesson lends itself to
the distinction — which it does most of the

time. They make it clear that all three of the
Divine Persons pre-exist creation, that the
Father has always had a Son and that the Father and the Son have always breathed forth
their Spirit. They make it clear that Jesus is
the Second Person, not the First or the Third.
They make it clear that the Second Person did
not start to exist when Mary conceived Him
in her womb. They make it clear that the Second Person will never cease to be human. At
the same time, they make it clear that Jesus is
not a human person. Good catechists do not
say, “Oh well! The Trinity is a mystery! Let’s
just leave it at that and move on!”
1) OUTSTANDING TEACHERS OF
THE FAITH know that, to form saints, we
ourselves must become saints!
Latin maxim: Nemo dat quod non habet!
Translation: No one gives what he/she doesn’t
have! If there is any situation in which it is
true that the medium is the message, it is the
situation of the catechist in relation to his/her
students. Good catechists are, first and foremost, good Catholics. To be a good Catholic,
one must first be a good human being. A good
human being manifests the natural virtues:
prudence, justice, temperance and fortitude.
A good Christian manifests the theological virtues: faith, hope and charity. A good
Catholic Christian manifests all of the above
and brings them to perfection with a love for
that which is most distinctively Catholic:
participation in the sacramental life of the
Church, especially the Holy Eucharist; love
for the Communion of Saints, especially for
the Holy Mother; love for the entire Church,
and a special love for the Pope, the diocesan
Bishop, the priests and the deacons.
(James Gontis is Director of the Diocesan
Department for Religious Education.)
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Faith and Life
Sister Phyllis
Simmons hugs a
family member as
members of the
St. Francis Xavier
Parish and School
community in
Gettysburg gather
for Mass and for
the dedication of
the school lobby
in honor of the
former principal.

Bishop Rhoades Pays Homage
to Gettysburg Nun
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

In honor of Mercy Sister Phyllis Simmons, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades returned to his
native diocese to bless and dedicate the Sister Phyllis lobby that spans the entrance to the
Saint Francis Xavier School and Education Center in Gettysburg. Sister Phyllis served
the school for 38 years as a teacher and principal, having just retired last year. She continues to volunteer and help the school in a number of ways.
Last September, the center was opened and dedicated by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.
A year later, Bishop Rhoades returned home to see the building for the first time; plans
for the new school began early in Bishop Rhoades’ episcopacy which began in 2004.
After his Episcopal Ordination, the first parish that Bishop Rhoades visited was St. Francis Xavier. When the bishop was first ordained a priest in the early 1980s, he and Father
Bernardo Pistone served together in York and in various ministries that focused on helping the poor in both urban and rural communities. It is Father Pistone whom the bishop
credits for helping to instill in him a commitment to assisting the needy.
The lobby of the new school is adorned with striking stained-glass windows that once
graced the chapel of the former Mercy Convent in town. The sisters have served the parish since 1920.
Bishop Rhoades celebrated two Holy Masses for the faithful, including one in Spanish
for the Gettysburg Hispanic community.
In his closing remarks, Father Pistone graciously thanked Bishop Rhoades for returning home to honor the school and Sister Phyllis. He also stressed his brotherly love
and esteem for the bishop and how he has been an inspiration to his ministry. “Bishop
Rhoades is a dear, dear friend, one I cherish,” Father Pistone told his faithfully gathered.
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Father Ignacio Palomino, parochial vicar
at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg,
greets members of the Hispanic Catholic
Community outside of Xavier Center, which
was dedicated a year ago this month.

Faithful gather outside of Xavier Center in Gettysburg Sept. 9 to greet Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades,
who came to the center that day to celebrate its one-year anniversary and to dedicate the school
lobby in honor of former and longtime principal Sister Phyllis Simmons.

Annual White Mass
for Catholic Healthcare
Professionals and Families
September 23 at 12:15 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral,
212 State Street, Harrisburg
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, Celebrant and Homilist
Light reception to follow Mass
The Mass is sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan
Guild of the Catholic Medical Association. Medical
students and residents are also encouraged to attend.
RSVP for the reception by Sept. 19 to Jean Scicchitano, secretary for the Diocesan Respect Life
Office, at jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.org or 717-6574804, ext. 294.

World Youth Day, July 20-29 2013
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ - Matthew 28:19
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden invites you to join him and our Holy Father at World
Youth Day 2013 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The spiritual pilgrimage will include a two
day retreat experience in Guadalupe, Mexico, and the World Youth Day activities in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Diocesan group will be limited to 200 pilgrims within the
ages of 16-17 (youth) and their parish group leaders and chaperones;
young adults ages 18 (high school graduates)-35; priests,
seminarians and consecrated individuals. For information
on this wonderful spiritual pilgrimage,
please contact the Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry at 717657-4804 ext. 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org, or visit our Web site at
www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.
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Local Church News
‘College Connection’ Unites
Students with Faith on Campus
Do you have a high school senior
who will be graduating in 2013 with
plans to attend college or other higher education? The College Connection for Catholics (CCC), a program
of the USA Council Serra International and Net Ministries, unites
college students with Catholic faith
on campuses. CCC is designed to
connect incoming college freshmen
with the Catholic presence on or
near their campus with the goal of
helping the students to stay active in
their faith.
This program is of great importance for the students, their parents
and the Catholic Church. For incoming freshmen, staying connected to
their faith is challenging as the first
few days on campus can be a lonely
time. It is also a time when one’s
faith can be lost and students may
take on secular ideas contrary to
their faith.
The Serra Club of Harrisburg,
a member of Serra International,
has been actively involved in the
program. Our mission is to foster,
promote and affirm vocations in the

Save The Date:
Catholic Charities
Come and See Dinner
Mark your calendars now for the annual Catholic
Charities Come and See Dinner. The event will take
place on Monday, November 19 at the Cardinal Keeler
Center in Harrisburg. A reception and auction begins at
5 p.m. followed by a demonstration at 6 p.m. and dinner
at 7 p.m. The guest presenter will be Father Leo Patalinghug, an accomplished writer and popular conference
speaker, who will provide an entertaining demonstration
that evening. Father Leo is the author of Grace Before
Meals: Recipes for Family Life. He has been featured
in various national media outlets and also competed on
the Food Network’s hit show “Throw Down with Bobby
Flay,” where he defeated the world renowned chef in a
steak fajita cooking competition. For more information,
contact Christopher Meehan, Catholic Charities Director
of Development, at 717-657-4804 or cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org.

8th Annual 5K
Run and Walk
October 13
On the grounds of the
Former State Hospital
Registration at 8 a.m., Race at 9 a.m.
• Cash prizes for top runners
• Awards for runners by age group
• Refreshments and door prizes
• Strollers and pets welcome
• Honorary race starter Valerie Pritchett of ABC 27
The Shelter Shuffle is sponsored by Catholic Charities
to benefit the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families,
the only emergency shelter in the greater Harrisburg area
to assist homeless families of all ages and genders. The
shelter is located at the St. Samuel Center in Harrisburg.
Entry fee is $15 on or before October 5, $20 after October 5. Free registration for those collecting more than
$50 in sponsorships. For more information, visit www.
cchbg.org or contact Chris Meehan at 717-657-4804 or
cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org.

Catholic Church. Primarily we have
made contact with the Spiritual Life
Directors of the seven Catholic high
schools in our diocese. We have
asked them to encourage the graduating students to be a part of the
program by supplying the following
information: the students’ names,
the college they will attend and their
home address. This information will
be forwarded to the college’s Newman Club or other campus ministry.
Privacy of this information is of utmost importance and each student
and their family can be assured of no
other contacts.
The College Connection for
Catholics Program has been well received by Catholic campus ministers
at public colleges because they are
blocked by privacy law from obtaining religious preference of incoming
students.
Those interested in additional information on the CCC Program can
contact the Serra Club of Harrisburg
members Ben De Francesco, 717763-0439, or Jeff Jespersen, 717238-7680.

Morning of
Reflection for the
Deaf Catholic
Community
“Hail Mary, Full of Grace,
Pray for Us!”
Saturday, October 6 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
October is a month, in addition to May, when
we give honor to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Father Thomas Rozman will present a morning
of reflection for the Deaf Catholic Community
of the Diocese of Harrisburg on this day. He
will focus on our Catholic understanding of the
place of the Blessed Virgin Mary in our lives.
We will discuss Mary’s role in God’s Plan of
Salvation, looking at Sacred Scripture and the
Tradition of the Catholic Church, as well as our
reverence for Mary as the Mother of God. Father Rozman’s presentation will feature artists’
renderings of events in the life of the Blessed
Mother. The day will be presented exclusively
in American Sign Language.
To register, contact Sandy and Ginny Duncan at vduncan@hbgdiocese.org or 717-2550135 (VP).
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Catholic Education: Child Focused, Spirit Driven
Annunciation’s New Principal
Sees God’s Hand in Her Endeavor

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

The first hour of the first day of school at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in McSherrystown went something like this:
The main fuse had blown, leaving the school with no lights or computer connection. Instead, there was the incessant sound of the fire alarms and
school bells triggered by the power loss.
To add to the chaos, a skunk was on the loose in the schoolyard.
It would have been enough to rattle any new principal, like Christine Lucas,
who was doing her best to steer the school through the morning commotion.
She reminded herself, “My God is a lot more powerful than all my problems, and he is going to help me through this,” … even as she was wringing
her hands and pacing in the hallway.
Mrs. Lucas laughs now at the situation, just as she still chuckles at her earlier resolve to “never, ever, ever” take on the role of principal.
Yet today, Mrs. Lucas sits in the chair that Annunciation’s former and 23year principal, Sister Ann Marie Wierman, told her time and again she would
one day occupy.
Though Mrs. Lucas initially resisted throwing her hat into the ring after last
year’s principal Amy McNeill moved on, she ultimately saw the path that God
had laid out for her – with some roadblocks and all.
“Throughout life, you wonder, ‘Why did that happen?’ ‘Why did I get assigned to this class?’ or ‘Why am I going in this direction?’ But we don’t
always see the big picture,” said Mrs. Lucas, who has taught at Annunciation
for 15 years.
As she looks at the path she took, her picture plays back perfectly, and she
recognizes
God’s hand in the signs. Among them: her realization on the Feast
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of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary that she could indeed take
Kindergarten student Kearstin DeCesare enjoys a lesson on alphabet soup with principal Chris- on the role as principal, and the interview for the position on the Feast of St.
tine Lucas as the academic year begins at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in Joseph, whose intercession she sought throughout her discernment.
McSherrystown.
“I see that God was preparing me for this position,” she said. “Every time
I tried to dodge it, he would just keep pushing me in that direction. And I’ve
been having the time of my life!”
Mrs. Lucas seems a natural fit as principal of Annunciation School. She’s
a member of the parish there, a 2009 recipient of the diocese’s Golden Apple
Awards for dedicated educators, and a person respected and supported by the
community, the teachers and the students.
She’s also a loving wife and mother who sent her own children to AnnuniAnnunciation
cation.
School’s new
“I think that Catholic school students have a certain polish to them. That’s
principal,
why I sent my own sons, who are now grown, to this school,” she said. “Even
Christine Lucas,
people and business owners in this community know the Catholic school kids
joins students
are dependable, trustworthy and hard workers.”
outside of their
When her oldest son, now an EMT, graduated from nearby Delone Catholic
beloved school.
High School, he told her he wanted a career in which he could help people.
“What more could a Catholic school educator ask for than to have a graduStudents, from
ate say that?” Mrs. Lucas reflected.
left, are Jack
The children in the K-8 school seek her out as she greets them each mornMoore (front),
ing in the schoolyard, passes them in the hallway or pops in and out of their
Brady Repasky,
classrooms.
Cassie Waldt,
“I love this school and the people here. I’m invested in it. And my position
McKenna
here isn’t about me, it’s about Him,” she said.
Topper and
In her 15 years as a teacher there, Mrs. Lucas took the lead on several initiaChristopher
tives, such as the student support program, the Green Team, and the school’s
Hoffman.
Veterans’ Day celebration. She hopes her example will inspire other teachers
to step forward with their talents and leadership.
“I want to inspire other people to come out of their comfort zone just as I
have, and to step up in leadership for our school and our students,” she said.
“For the kids, this school is always about using gifts and giving selflessly to
others.”
(Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School is located at 316 North
Street, 717-637-3135. For more information, visit www.abvmschool.org.)

Back-to-School Videoconference Focuses on Faith
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden welcomed students in 127 classrooms from across the diocese back to school on Sept. 4.
Bishop McFadden shared a few words with the students via web and video provided by the diocesan
WAN, or Wide Area Network. A total of 78 more

classrooms were able to participate during this WAN experience
than the 49 who took part in the bishop’s Read Across America
message last year.
“The ease and comfort that people have in less than one year has
increased with technology,” commented Christian Charity Sister
Geralyn Schmidt, Wide Area Network Coordinator.
In the comfort of technology, the students were able to sit together as a classroom and see and listen to their own bishop from
the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. During his welcome back
message, he spoke strongly about the Year of Faith and encouraged students to participate in this special year as requested by the
Holy Father.
In this Year of Faith, Bishop McFadden encouraged the youth to
grow deeper in their understanding of the faith, doing this by treating people with respect. “You are the future of the Church. Right
now, grow and love Jesus Christ and know who he is. Help build
the kingdom of God. When people see you, they will feel loved.”
Students were able to spend the last few minutes of the WAN
experience asking Bishop McFadden questions. He was asked
about his favorite teacher in school, his hobbies in fifth grade, and
why this year is specifically marked as the Year of Faith by the
Holy Father.
View a video of the bishop’s back-to-school message on the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org.
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Harrisburg Catholic Elementary Offers
Students a Place to Grow in Christ
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Walking the halls and schoolyard
of Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School, principal David Rushinski
stops every so often and smiles.
He has good reason to – accepting
a snack offered by a kindergartener,
encouraging a third-grader on her
math skills, receiving hugs from students moving from one classroom to
another.
Back in his office – on this occasion at the Holy Family campus – Mr.
Rushinski explains that the care the
students and staff demonstrate for one
another is a hallmark of Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary – formed this
academic year from the realignment
of Holy Family School and the Cathedral Consolidated School.
“This school gives students a place
to feel safe. It gives them a place to
grow closer to Christ, and to openly
practice their faith,” Mr. Rushinski
remarked.
“Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School offers students a safe zone
from everything going on around
them in the city. And for some of them,
that’s a relief because they know we
are here every day for them,” he said.
A faith-based and supportive environment permeates the school, from
individualized attention in the classroom and positive interaction at recess, to friendly-faced students and
weekly school Masses.
Though the grade levels are split
between the two campuses (K4 and
5-8 are at the Cathedral site and K-4
are at Holy Family), the school community is united weekly in the Eucharist with Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral
and Holy Family Church every Monday at 8:30 a.m.
“Parents who send their children
here can expect them to receive a
high quality Catholic education where
Christ is at the center of everything
we do,” Mr. Rushinski said, also noting that each school day begins and
ends with prayer.
“It’s so important for our children
to be able to grow closer to Christ and
have this safe Christian environment
where they can be who they want to
be,” he said.
The students have been the focus
here, even as the two school communities aligned into one entity, noted
Mr. Rushinski, formerly the principal

at the Cathedral Consolidated School.
The hardship of eliminating staff,
and the challenge of reconfiguring
schedules, moving classrooms from
one campus to other and developing new handbooks were difficult
tasks, but necessary to strengthen the
schools’ operations and already strong
academic programs.
Ultimately, those challenges were
rewarded by the excited young faces
who arrived Aug. 27 to welcome a new
school year.
“The change was a good one that is
going to make a stronger school entity
for children in Harrisburg,” Mr. Rushinski said. “The enrollment is where it
needs to be, the teachers have worked
well together, the students have taken
to each other.”
The dual-campus arrangement accommodates students’ needs across the
split grade levels.
The campus at Holy Family offers
plenty of outdoor space for students
to play kickball, tag and Frisbee in a
secured area during recess. Several
students previously from the Cathedral
School expressed their appreciation for
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the green space and ample room.
Third-grader Jaslynn Gornick displays her work on
For the middle school students at the
a math equation.
Cathedral campus, there are opportunities to study at the State Library, attend
performances at the Forum, or explore
at the State Museum or Whitaker Center.
“The middle school teachers can’t
wait to get into the downtown area
with their students to help them enhance their learning experience outside
of the classroom,” Mr. Rushinski said.
As of the first week of September,
212 students were enrolled at Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School – it’s
a number that has already likely increased, as Mr. Rushinski had inquiries
from eight parents seeking to enroll
their children there right away.
He sees that as a precursor of what’s
to come.
“We are going to be successful,
and we’ll continue to grow,” he said.
Second-graders
“There’s a strong Catholic, close-knit
Kaleya Pena
atmosphere here.”
and Khion
(Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
Palmer enjoy a
School’s Holy Family campus is logame of tag
cated at 555 South 25th Street, 717during recess at
232-2551. The Cathedral campus is
the Holy Family
located at 212 State Street, 717-234campus.
3797. For additional information, visit
www.hbgcathelem.org.)
Our schools are Christ-centered with a goal to provide the best spiritual formation for each child’s body, mind, and soul and to educate each student intellectually,
spiritually, and morally.
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.
93% of our elementary students score above the national average in language skills.
85% of our elementary students score above the national average in reading.
81% of our elementary students score above the national average in math.
O v e r $26 million in scholarship funds were awarded to the 2011 graduates of
Catholic high schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Students in almost all our schools have access to a world class wide
area network that brings untold educational resources and opportunities to
them in well equipped classrooms.
Our schools are accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and
Schools and are members of the National Catholic Education Association. Catholic schools are unique faith-centered communities that integrate thinking and believing in ways that encourage intellectual growth and nurture faith and inspiration.
They create a supportive and challenging climate which affirms the dignity of all
persons within the school community.
Tuition assistance and scholarships are available to attend our schools.
Visit the “Catholic Education” link at www.hbgdiocese.org, or contact your local
Catholic school to learn more about the faith-based education that Catholic schools
offer.

Catholic
Educators
are Witnesses
to Christ
By Regina Zogby
Special to The Witness

A few months ago, I had the most
gratifying experience of hearing the
testimony of one of our RCIA candidates about his journey into full communion with the Catholic Church. He
said it was his education at St. Margaret Mary School and Bishop McDevitt
High School in Harrisburg that guided
him in this direction.
Hearing this young man’s testimony
made me realize the magnitude of the
impact that we educators have on the
spiritual growth of the students who
have been entrusted to our care.
Teaching in a Catholic school is not
just another job, it is a ministry. When
we enter this ministry, we assume the
responsibility to live out our commitment to God’s call: to evangelize, to
proclaim, to inspire, and in the words of
Blessed Mother Teresa, to give Jesus.
In my senior year in college, we went
to the Philadelphia Zoo to paint the exotic birds. Two third-grade classes were
on a field trip that same day. I watched
the interaction between the teacher and
her students. The tender scene motivated me to discern a career in the teaching
profession.
In my 52 years in Catholic education, I have met extraordinary educators among my colleagues. Their goal
has been to develop their students’
knowledge, expand their capabilities,
and above all, reinforce their spiritual
potential. They loved, disciplined, energized and spiritually guided them to
Christ, Wisdom Incarnate. Those educators took their responsibilities seriously.
We are witnesses to Christ, the greatest of all teachers. He taught by example, an important characteristic of every
good teacher. He spoke the truth, and
many came to believe. If we believe
what we teach and teach what we believe, we can measure our success on
how many of our students believe what
they have heard and live what they have
learned throughout their lives.
Christ called us to be sowers of the
seed. We must plant the seeds of faith in
these young minds, nurture them with
love, water them with care, and watch
them grow like the mustard seed, and
pray that one day they will reap the harvest.
As I look in retrospect over my 52
years in Catholic education, I count the
benefits I have received that are beyond
monetary value. Among them are attending the ordination to the priesthood of a
former student, congratulating a young
girl who became a surgeon, welcoming
former students who now teach in the
Catholic school they attended years ago,
and observing many of my students who
married and are active in their parish ministries.
As we begin another school year, let
us remember the words of Christ, “Let
the children come to Me.” Our Catholic
schools are ready and willing to continue
the work He began over 2,000 years ago.
He commissioned not only the apostles
but each one of us to go out and preach
the Good News.
I commend our bishops, our diocesan
education department, pastors, principals,
and all who guide, promote and support
Catholic education. It’s working!
(Regina Zogby has taught at Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and the Dioceses of Harrisburg and
Syracuse. In the Diocese of Harrisburg,
she taught at St. Margaret Mary and the
Cathedral Consolidated schools in Harrisburg.)
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Catholic Sports Report

Diocesan Runners Race in York
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY

Delone freshman Kate Mowery takes the lead en route to winning the Diocesan Invitational.

In the early going of the high school cross country season, runners have had to overcome thick humidity and lingering heat as they traversed their 3.1 mile courses.
At the annual diocesan cross country invitational held at
John Rudy Park, near York, girls’ and boys’ runners from
five diocesan schools competed against each other, with
the Trinity boys easily winning the team title placing four
runners in the top-ten. The girls’ race was more closely
battled with Lancaster Catholic edging Delone Catholic
and Trinity.
Taking home the gold in the girls’ race was Kate Mowrey of Delone Catholic, who beat Shannon Cruz of Lancaster Catholic by 27 seconds. They were the only two
runners to get under the magical 21 minute mark.
John Rudy Park’s course has long, gradual uphill climbs
to test the runners’ fitness. But it also features long descents that test the strength of a runner and their ability to
handle prolonged pounding.
In the boys’ race, Trinity’s William Edwards broke
18 minutes to edge Delone’s Nick Poole. York Catholic
placed three runners in the top-ten. Breaking 19 minutes
in boys’ cross country gives you an automatic bid to the
District 3 championships held in late October at Hershey’s
demanding Parkview course.

McDevitt’s Jordan Devine battles Delone’s
Emily Ernst to the finish line.

Trinity Revs the Engine Against Squires
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
The 2012 high school pigskin season began in perfect,
warm twilight on the last day of August. The Squires of
Delone Catholic traveled to Trinity’s Cobo Field in what
might foreshadow a District 3 rematch come November
in the Class AA playoffs.
Anybody interested in beating Trinity must be able

to handle the killer speed that the Shamrocks put on the
football field at the skilled positions. In a close first half,
the Squires showed that in addition to running the football between the tackles – which is their bread and butter – they can also throw the ball vertically. The Squires
scored 27 first half points, many on big plays in the passing game behind the steady, experienced hand of quarterback Brett Smith.
But the second half was owned by the Shamrocks, who
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Delone Catholic’s wideout, Bobby Witt, makes a sensational catch, out-dueling Trinity’s
Alex Cramer to set up a Squire first-half touchdown.
Right:Trinity’s Danny Jackson hauls in his first touchdown catch of the season.

scored 28 unanswered points while adjusting to a blitzing
run and pass defense to shutout the Squires in the final
24 minutes and win the game 49-27. Trinity’s sparkplug
that fires the engine is senior all-purpose receiving flash
Danny Jackson, who scored five touchdowns, two while
returning kicks, two on highlight reel pass catches and
one on defense. Owner of a relay gold-medal in track last
spring, Jackson, if he stays uninjured, is arguably one of
the best football players in Central PA this season.
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Local Church News

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes:
BERWICK – St. Joseph: Rose
Cerullo.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Joseph W. Clabaugh.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Elizabeth Kennedy.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Bruna A. Zanella.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Sandra Kane.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Michael Little.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Dorothy Devine.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Jozo Juric.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Martin Michael Gaudiose,
Ronald Strayer.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Cecelia Clark, David Heslop,
Geraldine Mannix, John Mayton,
Nancy McElwee, Leon Koczor, Walter
Shameleski, Calvin Sledgen.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: John
Della Camera, Sr., Kurt Mezger,
Jennifer E. Robinson, Joan Why.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Emily
Ruscavage.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Patty L. Hadley.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
William Rovito, Margaret Russell,
Margaret Yadlosky, Robert Zulick.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: John
Spicijarich, Louis Swoger.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: JoAnn Reineberg, Victor
Wagaman; St. Joseph: Mary Leeper,
Adele Malloy, Helene Malloy, Carmen
Papa, David Rosewicz, Georgia
Rutzki, Maria Sabat, Annabelle
Slonaker, Olga Vuono; St. Patrick:
Rosemary Tetreault.

Sister Helena Smith

HARRISBURG – Holy Family:
Kenneth Casual, Julie Sullivan; St.
Margaret Mary: Anna Danzi, Agnes
Hirschmann.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Mary
Fazzini, Vivian Memmi, Helen
Whisler.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: John
M. Blase, Isabel K. Chesney, Jean D.
Laskoski.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Joseph McNelis; St. Joseph: Carl
Boas, William Hohn, Sr., Robert
Johnson, Richard Rote, Wallace
Thompson, Jr.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Dorothy Bolger, Theresa
McMillen, Ann Vasiloff.

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sister Helena Smith died Aug. 26 at Holy
Family Health Care Center at Victory
Noll, Huntington, Ind. She was 96.
Born in New Oxford, she attended
Conewago Chapel School in Irishtown.
She entered the Congregation of Our
Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters in
1939, and served in the missions in
Utah, Indiana, Florida and California.
She returned to Victory Noll in 2000 to
retire.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
Aug. 30 in the Victory Noll Memorial
Chapel. Burial was in the Victory Noll
cemetery.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius:
Sieglinde Topper.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Marie Baker,
Helen Heiser.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Michele Casey.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Margaret McKaig, Elizabeth
Pillion, William Winnerling, Jr.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in September during the
past 25 years:
Father William McDonnell, 1990
Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997

Diocesan Cemeteries

HARRISBURG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13th Street
Harrisburg PA 17104
Resurrection Cemetery

116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112
Manager Ed Scholly
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
escholly@hbgdiocese.org
LEBANON
Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

MECHANICSBURG/
YORK

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055

Manager Mike Rugalla
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
mrugalla@hbgdiocese.org
LANCASTER

St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org
ELYSBURG
All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Diocesan Native Celebrates 50th Jubilee

Sister Loretta Marchetti, a Sister of St. Joseph and
daughter of the late Jerome and Ann Marchetti of Kulpmont, celebrated 50 years of religious life on April 21 with
the Eucharistic Liturgy in Saint Joseph Villa Chapel in
Flourtown, Pa., followed by a dinner.
Sister Loretta taught at the following schools over the
years: St. Bartholomew’s and St. Athanasius in Philadelphia; St. Patrick’s in Pottsville, Pa.; St. Ambrose in New
Jersey; Holy Name of Jesus in Harrisburg; St. Gabriel’s
in Norwood, Pa.; St. Paul’s in Annville and Sacred Heart
in Glyndon, Md. She also worked as the Director of Religious Education.
Sister Loretta was a former member of St. Mary’s
Church, now Holy Angels in Kulpmont. She is now retired
and resides at the St. Joseph Villa in Flourtown, Pa.

Year of Faith at St. Joan of Arc Church
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey is holding several offerings during the upcoming
Year of Faith:
As the first teachers of the Catholic faith, parents are sometimes at a disadvantage
when the kids are involved in Religious Education. With up to 20 years removed from
their personal time in REP, CCD, or Catholic School, sometimes a refresher course
is just what is needed to be able to answer your kids’ questions in relation with the
teachings of the Catholic Church. Starting Sept. 12, “Parent Life” will meet on the
second Wednesday of the month from 7-8 p.m. in Meeting Room C. For information
contact John in the Youth Office at 717-533-1721 or stjoanofarclifeteen@gmail.com.
On Nov. 25, the Feast of Christ the King, we celebrate the victory through death,
and the Sacrament He left us as a share in His divinity. He who eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has life within him. Eucharistic miracles are what we experience
in the Mass and yet throughout the world the Lord has, at certain times, entered into
time and space in order to move hardened hearts. These are the Eucharistic miracles
for those of us who, like Thomas, must see, to believe. There will be a Eucharistic
Miracle Display in the cafeteria at St. Joan of Arc School the weekend of Nov. 25
after all the Masses.
From Sept. 14-Oct. 13, St. Joan of Arc will be hosting the Pilgrim Statue of the
Scourged Christ. In the words of Pope John Paul II about the movie, The Passion
of the Christ, “It is as it was.” Please set aside some time to come and gaze on Our
Lord’s passion, and offer prayers. The statue will be in the church, which is open from
6:30 a.m.-8 p.m. daily.

Shining Light Thrift Shop
Celebrates 20th Anniversary
Shining Light, a ministry of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, celebrated its 20th anniversary on Sept. 9. Shining Light’s mission is to serve individuals
with free or discounted clothing and household goods. We have 35 non-profit agencies/churches that refer people to us who then receive approximately $170 worth of
free clothing and household goods. Some of our free referral agencies are: Capitol
Pavilion and Harrisburg Corrections Center (two prison halfway houses in the community where men and women continue to serve their sentences); several shelters
such as Bethesda Mission and the YWCA Women’s Shelter; Downtown Daily Bread;
and drug and alcohol rehabs. Discounts ranging from 90% to 25% are available to
individuals based on household income.
This all happens through the generosity of our donors and customers. Our donors
supply the merchandise, and are provided with a donation receipt for their taxes, and
our customers support us by buying merchandise. We feel blessed that we have been
able to provide this service and also meet our monthly expenses through the sales to
the general public.
To say thanks to all who support us, we are offering a 20% discount through Sept.
16. Persons bringing donations of our needed items listed below will be given a 50%
coupon towards the purchase of an item. Donor must request a coupon. Items needed:
Everything for men such as: coats, belts, ties, shoes, nightwear, underwear, pants,
jeans and socks. Also needed are microwaves, small appliances, electronics, DVDs,
bath towels and sheet sets. Also, please recycle your large paper/plastic bags to us.
Individuals needing assistance with clothing should bring ID for all family members.
We are inviting our 35 free program agencies and any other agency/church to visit
us anytime through Sept. 16 to tour our facility.
Shining Light is located at 1310 North Third Street in Harrisburg. Hours are Monday 12:30-5 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., and
Sunday 12:30-4:30 p.m. For additional information, call the shot at 717-234-2436.

‘Catholic Daughter Day’ to be Held in October
Court Queen of Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters of the Americas will celebrate
Catholic Daughter Day on Oct. 21 beginning with 11 a.m. Mass at St. Leo the Great
Church in Rohrerstown, followed by a luncheon at the Bolger Conference Center,
Gordinier Hall, Millersville University. The cost of lunch is $20. Individuals interested in attending this event or learning more about the organization should contact
Dr. Rita Smith-Wade-El at 717-203-3441.
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, founded in 1903, is the largest Catholic organization open to Catholic women with more than 75,000 members. Catholic Daughters support numerous Catholic causes, including Mother Teresa’s Foundation, Morality-in-the-Media, North American College in Rome, Habitat for Humanity, and the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., as well as local
causes like Lancaster Catholic High School, A Woman’s Concern, Bingo at Conestoga View, and providing new books to school children. The local court celebrated its
85th anniversary October 17, 2011. For more information, call Rita Smith-Wade-El
at 717-203-3441.
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Catholic Art and Media

Movie Review: Restless Heart
By Adam Shaw
Catholic News Service
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O
Lord, and our hearts are restless until
they find their rest in thee.” This famous
line from the “Confessions” of St. Augustine (354-430) inspires both the title
and the theme of “Restless Heart” (Ignatius Press) – a biographical profile of
the holy bishop that manages to inspire
while steering clear of sentimentality.
The movie draws on aspects of Augustine’s life from youth to old age.
Though this necessitates that the leading
role be shared by two actors – Alessandro Preziosi as the younger Augustine
and Franco Nero as the older man – the
casting is well done, so that the difference between the two is not at all jarring
to the audience.
The narrative opens in the last year
of the life of this great father of the
Church, as he faces the Vandals’ invasion of his diocese of Hippo Regius in
Roman Africa, then goes back in time
to guide the viewer through Augustine’s
moving conversion story.
Born in Thagaste, North Africa, to a
pagan father and a Christian mother, the
young Augustine moved to the ancient
metropolis of Carthage to study rheto-
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Monica Guerritore portrays the mother of St. Augustine, played as a young man
by Alessandro Preziosi, in a scene from the movie “Restless Heart.”
ric. There he rose to be a well-established
lawyer, but one who believed that truth
was unconnected to reality and belonged
instead to the winning side in any given
dispute.
Around this time Augustine adopted the

dualist Manichaean heresy, a development
of Gnosticism that posited an ongoing
cosmic battle between equally matched
worlds of light and darkness. By his own
later account, Augustine also gave way to
debauched living.

Director Christian Duguay’s 127-minute long picture is arduous at times,
though it mostly remains focused on the
task at hand.
As it covers Augustine’s search for
the meaning of truth and his eventual
embrace of a heresy-free Christianity,
the picture gives plenty of breathing
room to the philosophical arguments
with which he wrestled. It also highlights the influence exerted on him by
his holy mother St. Monica (Monica
Guerritore) and by his philosophical
adversary – but future friend – St. Ambrose (Andrea Giordana), the bishop of
Milan.
Less satisfactory however, is the treatment of Augustine’s career as a priest
and bishop, which is touched on only at
the beginning and end of the movie.
This is, nonetheless, a well-produced,
colorful piece of cinema that communicates uplifting messages about the power of God and the importance of truth.
As such, viewers of faith will likely find
it extremely nourishing.
The film contains some violence and
a cohabitation theme. The Catholic
News Service classification is A-II –
adults and adolescents. Not rated by the
Motion Picture Association of America.

Documentary Filmed at Catholic High School
Aims to Depict Teens’ Faith
By Christine Young
Catholic News Service
Filmmakers seeking to capture American high school students as they balance the demands of the Catholic faith with
life as a teenager chose a Catholic high school in Utah for
their pilot documentary.
Planet Grande Pictures filmed the students at Juan Diego
Catholic High School in Draper during the first week of
school, Aug. 20-22. The project is tentatively titled “Diary of
a Catholic School.”
Working with partners Octagon and Flying Kitty, Planet
Grande Pictures began this project last spring by interviewing
90 students during a three-day period to get an idea of what
was on the minds of the students.
Producers wanted to present a proposal for a series to Lifetime cable network, with Juan Diego as the featured high
school in eight to 10 episodes.
“We have several networks that are interested in the documentary based on what we have already filmed,” said John
Watkin, Planet Grande Pictures director/producer and editor/cameraman. “We are going to take the material we have
filmed over the last three days, cut it, show the networks and
hopefully excite them to run the series.”
The idea came from John Cronin, Flying Kitty executive producer, who grew up Catholic and attended Catholic
schools in Massachusetts.
“This is the first time this has been explored,” Cronin said.
“It’s difficult being a teenager today, and we wanted a documentary based on the student’s point of view of how a strong
faith impacts important decisions, and how a religious school
and home environment alter the way they see their world and
their responsibility in it.”
Although several shows have been set in American high
schools, “what is interesting about this one is that the students
deal with all the trials, tribulations and stresses of being a
teenager in high school under the umbrella of the Catholic
Church,” Watkin said.
“They have all kinds of questions about who they are, what
their parents have taught them, what the Catholic Church has
taught them and what they have learned from their teachers,”
he added. “The process has been really fascinating, watching the students confront these questions, and we have been
blessed with dropping into classrooms, cheerleader sessions,
hall conversations and literally following our instincts as we
shoot.”
Although the filmmakers had a schedule, they did break
away if something interesting happened in front of the cameras, he added. “It has been very exciting.”
This was Watkin’s first film in a Catholic setting and he
was surprised at how open teachers and students were in dis-

CNS/CHRISTINE YOUNG, INTERMOUNTAIN CATHOLIC

Photographer John Watkin and Roger Davis of Planet Grande Pictures capture Juan Diego Catholic High
School students interacting during lunch in Draper, Utah, Aug. 22. A proposed documentary would focus
on American high school students trying to balance everyday challenges that come with being a teenager
and a Catholic.
cussing sensitive topics and how seriously the students applied
themselves to everything, he said.
“The standard of excellence is way above anything I’ve seen
in America,” said Watkin, who moved to the United States from
England in 1980. “Let’s put it this way – I’m not a Catholic, and
I don’t live in Utah, but if I did, I’d put my kids in this school.”
From the original 90 students who were interviewed, a number were selected to be followed more closely for the film in
their daily life at school and with friends and family.
The interviews cover a wide range of subjects. “We talk about
faith, their relationship with God, coping with tragedy, the pressures of school, relationships with friends, romantic relationships, conforming and rebelling and a wide area of subjects that
impact the way they are living their lives,” Watkin said.
The school’s emphasis on the whole person and being able to

pray and talk about God are issues that can’t be addressed in
the public realm, said Brian Manternach, Juan Diego director
of choral and vocal activities and theology teacher, who was
interviewed for the documentary.
“Certainly, they are not necessary to the educational experience, but we want the students to be informed about religion
and curious about faith and matters of spirituality,” he said.
Ashley Ramos, a junior chosen to participate in the documentary, said having a camera and lights on her was a little
unnatural. “I knew I was being filmed so I said and did things
that I wouldn’t normally do,” she said, adding that being
filmed during an audition for a musical put more pressure
on her.
However, “overall, the experience was fine,” she said.
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Spiritual Offerings

Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill invites all families who
have experienced the loss of a child to join us in the Mass of Remembrance Sept. 15 at 10 a.m. Please take this opportunity to remember your
children, to name them if you have not, and to celebrate the fulfillment of
God’s plan of having each human family incorporated into God’s spiritual
family. The names will be brought to the altar to be remembered by our
parish family. Contact Connie Heppenstall at 717-329-0691 or e-mail your
child’s name to 915mass@gmail.com.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated at St. Catherine
Laboure Church in Harrisburg Sept. 16 at 2 p.m. by Father Walter
Sempko. Confessions will be heard after Mass.
The Parish Mission at St. Mary’s in Lancaster will be held
Sept. 16-18 at 7 p.m. Our dynamic and renowned speaker will be Father
Cedric Pisegna, C.P., who preaches missions in the U.S. and Canada, is
the author of 16 books, and has a TV program, “Live With Passion.” Free
parking will be available in the Central Parking Garage.
The Magnificat Prayer Group welcomes all to a Charismatic
Mass with prayers for healing at 7 p.m. on Sept. 27 at St. Joseph Church
in York. Father Dennis Klemish, OFM, Cap., will be the celebrant. For
more information, contact Lynne at 717-843-7033, or visit www.sjy.org.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in Ephrata, the
Ephrata Knights of Columbus and the Ephrata Police Department invite
you to the Fourth Annual Lancaster County Blue Mass Sept. 30 at noon at
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church. Principal celebrant and homilist will
be Father John McLoughlin, pastor and police department chaplain. The
Blue Mass celebrates the service of law enforcement, firefighters and first
responders, and prays for their safety. Refreshments will be served in the
gym following Mass.
An Evening of Prayer in Honor of Saint Therese, The
Little Flower, will be held Oct. 1 at Annunciation BVM Church in McSherrystown at 7 p.m. The homilist will be Deacon Thomas Aumen.
St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown will celebrate a Mass with
prayers for healing on Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. in the new St. Peter Church. The
celebrant will be Father Brian Wayne, parochial vicar at St. Joan of Arc
Parish in Hershey. For info, contact the church office at 717-367-1255.
Childcare and/or transportation available if needed; please notify the
church office.
The Parish Mission at St. Joseph Church in Lancaster
has been rescheduled to Oct. 14-17 at 7 p.m. Father Michael Sullivan,
OSA, is a nationally known speaker and his presentations are fun and
filled with humor! Everyone is invited to attend!

Retreats & Pilgrimages

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a reflection day,
“Listening to Autumn,” presented by LuAnn O’Connell and Lois Miller Sept.
29 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. An offering of $35 or $25 with a bag lunch is due
by the registration deadline of Sept. 21. To register, or for more information, call 570-275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org and click “current events.”
A fall retreat will be held at St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville.
The Spiritual Center provides the opportunity to come apart to a sacred
and quiet place to be spiritually renewed. “Simply Surrender: The Little
Way of Saint Therese of Lisieux,” will be held Oct. 1 from 9:30 a.m.-2
p.m. Simply Surrender is a journey on Saint Therese and her Little Way
of Life. Therese’s “Little Way” offers a path of childlike surrender to God
that has been embraced by millions. Saint Therese understood that grace
is a way of life and a way beyond life when one surrenders. This Day
of Prayer will help you reflect on “everything is grace”, Saint Therese’s
greatest teaching. Sister Maria DeMonte, OP will be the presenter. Sister
Maria formerly led Contemplative Retreats at the Dominican Monastery
in Lancaster. Presently, she ministers as a spiritual director and retreat
guide at St. Cyril Spiritual Center. The day of prayer is open to women and
men of all faiths. Offering: $40 (includes full dinner). Registration deadline,
Sept. 24. Call 570-275-3581 or go online to www.sscm.org. Reserve the
dates: Wednesday, November 14, “Contemplate the Year of Faith – the
Call to Holiness” and Wednesday, December 5, “ADVENT: Sacred Time,
Sacred Space.”
Celebrate “The Year of Faith” with a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje, April 22–30, 2013. Climb “Krizevac” (Cross Mountain),
visit Apparition Hill, hear talks by the visionaries and meditations by parish
priests, participate in daily Mass, prayer of the Rosary, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration, Veneration of the Cross, and
more. Father Samuel E. Houser, pastor of St. Patrick Parish in York, will
serve as Spiritual Director. Cost $2,190. For more information, or to register, contact Donna Giberti at 717-818-5105 or Ourfaith1208@aol.com.
Pilgrimage to the Marian Shrines of Europe: Join Sister
Eileen McGowan of St. Joan of Arc in Hershey from June 26-July 8,
2013. From Lisbon to Madrid, visit some of the most important sites in
the Christian faith such as a rosary and candlelight procession at Our
Lady of Fatima Shrine and the Camino Pilgrim’s Way where you can do
some of this famous walk in Santiago de Compostela. Travel along the
way of St. James to Burgos. Cross into France to Our Lady of Lourdes
Shrine and the birth place of St. Bernadette. Next, tour the Basilica of Our
Lady of the Pillar in Saragossa before ending in Madrid with a visit to the
Prado Museum. The trip will include visits to many other sites, a professional tour escort and driver, first class accommodations, daily breakfast,
and 5 dinners. The cost, including trip insurance, is $2,468 per person
double occupancy plus airfare of approximately $1,200. A $200 discount
will be available for those who book and deposit by Sept 25. For more
information, or to book this tour, contact Cecile Mortel at 717-798-0303 or
cecilemortel@verizon.net.

Education, Enrichment & Support

St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg
will offer the StrongWomen Program, an eight week program geared
for middle-aged to older women and men, to help individuals increase
strength, bone density, balance and energy. There is a $55 fee for this
program. Participants may want to provide their own hand weights and
ankle weights. Morning classes will be held Mondays and Wednesdays,
9:30–10:30 a.m., at St. Katharine Drexel Parish. The session will run Sept.

17–Nov. 14, no classes Oct. 15 or Oct. 17. Mandatory paperwork must
be completed in order to participate in the program and individuals over
age 70 must get a doctor’s permission. For more information, or to register, contact the Penn State Extension office in Cumberland County at
717-240-6500. Go to http://extension.psu.edu/cumberland for additional
information.
Holy Spirit Health System will host a free educational seminar
on Atrial Fibrillation (Afib) at 6 p.m. on Sept. 20. Safwat Gassis, MD,
FACC, of Capital Cardiovascular Associates, will present “Recognizing
Atrial Fibrillation: Treatment Options for this Common Heart Condition” in
Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium. No need to register. Questions, please
call 717-763-2427.
St. Patrick Catholic Parish in York will present Father
Robert Barron’s 10-part video series, “Catholicism: Journey to the
Heart of the Faith”. Learn what Catholics believe and why, while being
immersed in the art, architecture, literature, music, and all of the riches of
the Catholic tradition. Sunday sessions begin Sept. 23. Tuesday sessions
begin Sept. 25. Large-screen video presentations begin at 6:45 in the
church. Optional discussion groups follow. No charge. Details: www.
stpatrickyork.org (Journey to the Heart of the Faith) or contact Deacon
Michael at gospamir@comcast.net.
Revelation Bible Study: Join Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg as we host “Revelation the Kingdom Yet to
Come Bible Study” featuring DVDs by Jeff Cavins. Come explore how the
Kingdom established by Christ in His Church is intimately connected with
the Kingdom of Heaven, especially through the celebration of the Mass.
Monday sessions from 6:30-8:30 p.m. will begin Oct. 8 and run through
Dec. 17; Wednesday sessions from 10 a.m.-noon will begin Oct. 10 and
run through Dec. 12. For more information, or to register, contact Deacon
Jim Doyle at 233-1014.

Events & Fund-Raisers

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover is hosting a Scrapbook Crop
Sept. 14-15. Friday (8 a.m.-10 a.m.) and Saturday (5-10 p.m.), $50;
Saturday only, $40. Meals, snacks and beverages available on Saturday.
For advance tickets, contact Heather at 717-524-7616 or HLMBUGLE@
gmail.com.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg will
hold its annual Apple Festival Sept. 15 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. The Apple
Festival features food, adult and children’s games, a silent auction, bake
sake, crafts, a basket raffle and more. The Apple Festival Pancake
Breakfast will be held Oct. 7 from 8:30-11 a.m. Ample free
parking is available.
The Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge will be held
behind St. Leo the Great Church in Rohrerstown Sept. 16, with a raindate
of Sept. 23, from 1-5 p.m. Open to all boys and girls ages 10-14, and
sponsored by the K of C Council 6810. For more information, contact
Frank Spohn at 717-380-7451.
“Pray ‘n’ Play 4 Life” will take place Sept. 16 at St. John the
Baptist Parish in New Freedom. Starting at noon, this free family event
will include a Fun Walk, games, crafts, food, music, and spiritual opportunities such as Mass, Reconciliation, and a Rosary for Life. The Fun Walk
will raise funds for the Heart of Mary Pregnancy Support Services and
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats. Visit www.praynplay4life.com or contact Joy
at 717-788-4959 or Erin at 717-843-7986 x 229.
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden will be the honored guest at the
Annual Religious Appreciation Dinner, sponsored by the Lebanon District
Council of Catholic Women Sept. 20 at 6 p.m. at the Lantern Lodge in
Myerstown. The evening will begin with pre-dinner music provided by
Paula Jean, a member of St. Cecilia Parish and church organist. Father
John Peck, pastor of Saint Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville, will be the
speaker. The $20 ticket can be purchased from any council women or by
calling the parish office.
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown will offer Squire Shadow Days for students entering in the 2013-14 school year
on Sept. 21, Sept. 25, Oct. 4, Oct. 11, Oct. 19 and Oct. 25. Eighth graders currently attending a school in the Adams Deanery of the Diocese
of Harrisburg will visit with their schools. Any eighth grader who attends
a Catholic school outside the deanery, a public school, home school or
other school may attend on one of the dates listed above or call to schedule a shadow day on another date. For more information, to register for
a designated Squire Shadow Day or to request a visit on a different date,
contact Delone Catholic Vice Principal/Director of Studies Sister Maria
Jude, CSJ, at 717-637-5969, Ext. 217, or smjude@delonecatholic.org.
The Knights of Columbus #4057 will host the 10th Annual
Bingo for Babies on Sept. 21 at St. Patrick Church Activity Center in
Carlisle to benefit the Carlisle Area Family Life Center, a pregnancy
resource and support center. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. followed by
dinner at 6 and games at 6:30. Tickets are $25, include dinner and must
be purchased in advance. Carlisle Area Family Life Center provides
loving and life-affirming support to families facing unplanned pregnancies
and other crises by offering free counseling, education, pregnancy testing
and baby/maternity clothing and supplies. For more information about
Bingo for Babies or the center, call 717-243-6544.
The Knights of Columbus council 13451 in New Holland is sponsoring their second annual all-you-can eat spaghetti dinner
Sept. 22 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish hall of Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
New Holland. Menu: all-you-can-eat spaghetti with meat sauce, Italian
bread, salad, dessert, coffee, juice and water. Costs are: $8 in advance
for adults, $5 for children under 12. Family plan, in advance, is $22 for 2
adults and any children under 12 years old. At the door, the cost is $10
for adults and $6 for children under 12. There is no Family plan at the
door. Contact Don Trout at 717-371-8879 or Sunny Hirsch at 717-4680971 for more information and tickets.
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens will hold
a chicken and waffles dinner Sept. 22 from 4-7 p.m. in the parish social
hall. The cost is $9 and includes iced tea and/or coffee and dessert. Children under 12 are $5. Eat-in or take-out will be available. To order tickets,
call the parish office at 717-453-7895, or Deb at 717-453-9984, or Ed
at 717-362-9935. Deadline to buy advance tickets is Sept. 14. A limited
number of “walk in” tickets will be available the day of the dinner.

St. Philip the Apostle Parish’s Women’s Auxiliary in
Millersville will sponsor its annual basket bingo Sept. 24 in the parish
gym. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for supper. Bingo begins at 7 p.m. Advance
admission includes six cards for 20 games and numerous door prizes.
Cost is $17 in advance and $20 if purchased after Sept. 21. Tickets are
limited. Baskets will be filled, and have a value of more than $75 each.
Four special games, including a cover-all. Those attending must be 18 or
older, unless accompanied by an adult. For tickets, call Annette Schnee
at 717-397-1482 or Jean Campion at 717-872-8883.
Stronger Family. Better Food. Father Leo Patalinghug, author
of “Grace Before Meals: Recipes for Family Life,” shares a delicious
recipe for Penne alla Vodka, along with ideas for improving family meals
and family life, at York Catholic High School on Sept. 23 at 3 p.m. Tickets
are $20 for adults, and $15 for students and senior citizens. VIP tickets
for $45 per person or $75 per couple include a meet-and-greet with
Father Leo, a photo, and autographed book. All proceeds benefit the
Catholic Harvest Food Pantry and York Catholic High School. For ticket
information, call 717-747-3476 or Frleotickets@comcast.net.
The 44th annual St. Theresa Oktoberfest will be celebrated
Sept. 28 from 4-10 p.m. and Sept. 29 from noon-10 p.m. at St. Theresa
School in New Cumberland. Food, desserts, refreshments, items for sale,
bingo, a kids’ game area and dancing to live musical entertainment. “The
Polka Quads” will perform Friday and Saturday starting at 6 p.m. “Used
treasures” sale, children’s activities and a variety of booths, including:
baked goods, Christmas nook, the garden shop, books & music, the boutique, the dessert booth, Korean Korner, Hershey Ice Cream milk shake
booth, funnel cakes & bratwursts - and many more. Beer and wine are
also available. All proceeds benefit St. Theresa Catholic Church Parish.
For information, call Elaine Herald at 717-774-5918, ext. 12.
St. Patrick Parish in York is hosting a bus to the Sept. 29 diocesan pilgrimage in Washington, D.C. Cost is $30. Contact Donna Giberti
at 717-916-2275 or dgiberti@stpatrickyork.net for more information or to
register.
A car wash to benefit Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School will be held Sept. 29 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Cathedral
Campus in Harrisburg. Rain date Oct. 6. For a donation of $10, you can
have your car washed and the interior, rims and tires cleaned by the
students of Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School. Hot dogs, hamburgers and baked goods will be available for you to purchase. You will see
them on State Street in front of the Cathedral hard at work. All proceeds
will benefit the students of the school.
An “End of Summer Bash” fund-raiser for Jen Karpency, who
was left brain-injured after a heart attack at age 16, will be held at the
Knights of Columbus Holy Rosary Council 869 on Peach Street in Harrisburg Sept. 29 from 6-9 p.m. Buffet and musical entertainment. Funds will
establish financial assistance for Jen’s medical transportation needs. Cost
is $15 in advance, $20 at the door. Contact Diane Molitoris at 717-3299291 or dlew66@msn.com.
Holiday Express Arts and Crafts Fair sponsored by St.
Bernard Parish in New Bloomfield will be held Sept. 29 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Over 50 spaces of arts, handicrafts, delicious baked goods, children’s
activities and raffles. Enjoy breakfast, lunch, and homemade soups.
Contact Dave at 717-582-8214 or dsuydam57@hotmail.com for info and
vendor registration.
St. Rose of Lima will host the Longaberger Basket and Coach
Bag Bingo on Sept 30 at Dover Community Center. All proceeds to
benefit the students of St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville. Doors
open at noon, games starts at 2 p.m. Tickets $20 in advance; $25 at the
door (20 games). Call Ava Bastress at 717-668-8868 for tickets or email
ava.bastress@gmail.com. Seating is limited, children are welcome when
paying admission. All Longaberger Baskets are filled with goodies. Door
prize after every game. Free gift for the first 200 patrons.
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will hold a Vera
Bradley Bingo Sept. 30 in Divine Mercy Hall. Doors open at 1 p.m., bingo
starts at 2 p.m. Admission is $20. Regular Bingos worth between $80 and
$120. Specials worth between $150 and $170. Jackpot worth $240. Food
and refreshments for sale. Seating will be limited. Call ahead: 570-3733415 or 570-373-5936.
St. Patrick Catholic School Student Art Exhibit & Sale
at YorkArts @ City Art Gallery, 118 W. Philadelphia St., York. The original
works of art will remind visitors how art programs inspire, stimulate, and
develop young minds, abstract thinkers, and talent. Studio exhibition and
sale hours: 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Oct. 2, 4 and 6, and 4–9 p.m. Oct. 5. Community Reception noon-2 p.m. Oct. 7. Proceeds benefit the St. Patrick
Catholic School (York) Tuition Assistance Fund.
St. Theresa School in New Cumberland will host a
golf outing Oct. 5 at Rich Valley Golf Course, with a 12:30
p.m. shotgun start. See the school website: www.sainttheresaschool.org for more details about playing, sponsorship
opportunities and/or prize donations.
Our Lady of Good Council Parish in Marysville will have
an indoor Craft Fair and Bazaar Oct. 27 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Vendors and
crafters needed. Tables are $10 a piece. No food vendors permitted. Call
Margaret Gorman at 717-582-9034 from 1-6 p.m. Monday-Saturday if
interested. Limited number of inside tables.
The Sacred Heart Home and School Association welcomes you to our annual Sacred Heart Christmas Craft Show and Bazaar
Nov. 17 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. on the historic grounds of the Conewago
Chapel in Hanover. There will be a variety of hand crafted art and craft
vendors, independent consultants, homemade baked goods, silent auction, raffles, great food and of course, Santa! There will be a $1 donation
at the door for a local person in need. We still have a few spaces remaining for quality crafters. Contact the school office Mon.-Fri. between 8 a.m.
- 2:30 p.m. for more information.

Parish, School & Organization News

Diocese of Scranton’s Office for Parish Life is seeking
experienced and skilled individuals for the following positions: Director
of Pastoral Planning & Community, Development, Director of Worship,
Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Interested candidates are
invited to apply and are also encouraged to visit the Diocesan website at
www.dioceseofscranton.org to review a comprehensive job description
for each position. In order to apply, please send a letter of interest and resume with references by September 28, 2012 to: James Burke, Diocesan
Secretary for Human Resources, 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA.
18503 or by email to Jim-Burke@dioceseofscranton.org.
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Courts Urged Not to Dismiss Catholic
Lawsuits against HHS Mandate
By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service
In a dozen courts around the country,
attorneys representing more than 40
Catholic dioceses or institutions have
filed briefs arguing against the federal
government’s call to dismiss lawsuits
against its contraceptive mandate.
The Catholic entities are seeking to
overturn a requirement that most religious employers provide contraceptives and sterilization to their employees.
The simultaneous filings Aug. 27
were in response to an Aug. 6 brief
in which the Obama administration
asked the courts to summarily dismiss
the suits, saying they were premature
and that the plaintiffs had no standing
to challenge the Department of Health
and Human Services’ mandate.
“This case is about important rights
to religious freedom protected by our
founders under the First Amendment,
assured by Congress under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, but
trampled by Defendants under haphazard rulemaking,” says the 36-page
brief filed on behalf of the University
of Notre Dame.
Forty-three Catholic dioceses,

schools, hospitals, social service
agencies and other institutions initially filed suit in federal court May 21 to
stop three government agencies from
implementing a mandate that would
require them to cover contraceptives
and sterilization in their health plans.
The Diocese of Peoria, Ill., and Catholic Charities of Chicago have since
joined the lawsuits.
Catholic organizations have objected to the contraceptive mandate
since it was announced Aug. 1, 2011,
by Kathleen Sebelius, HHS secretary.
Unless they are subject to a narrow religious exemption or have a grandfathered health plan, employers will be
required to pay for sterilizations and
contraceptives, including some abortion-inducing drugs, as part of their
health coverage.
In the briefs, filed by Jones Day, an
international law firm with more than
2,400 attorneys on five continents, the
dioceses and Catholic institutions rebut arguments that the courts should
not hear the cases because a “temporary enforcement safe harbor” protects them from immediate government action against them if they fail to
comply with the mandate.

In addition, the government argues
that the final rule on the mandate will
likely be amended before it takes effect in August 2013.
The University of Notre Dame argues in its brief that the federal government’s “plans to make some asyet-undefined amendment to the U.S.
government mandate does not deprive
Notre Dame of its ability to challenge
the law as it exists now, particularly
where, as here, it is imposing both imminent and current harms.”
Included with the Notre Dame brief
was a sworn deposition by John Affleck-Graves, executive vice president
of the university, who said the school’s
budget for fiscal year 2013 had to be
finalized by October 2012.
“Before its next budget is finalized
in the coming months, Notre Dame
will have to make difficult decisions
about whether to budget for the potential of significant fines if it cannot, for
any number of reasons, comply with
the mandate’s requirement that it provide the objectionable services in the
next plan years,” the deposition said.
With about 4,500 full-time employees, the university could face approximately $9 million in fines annually,

Affleck-Graves said. The school has
already placed $1 million in reserve to
pay costs and fines associated with the
mandate, he said.
Notre Dame also estimates that it
will spend up to $50,000 in the next
two months alone for actuarial services to determine the impact of the
contraceptive mandate.
In a similar brief, the Archdiocese
of Washington said it could incur penalties of nearly $145 million a year,
“simply for practicing our faith,” or
could be forced to cancel health insurance benefits for its 4,000 archdiocesan employees and their dependents.
“Either scenario is unthinkable,
and planning for such action is itself
a grave burden, but in either case the
mandate’s impact would be so severe
that the archdiocese must begin to prepare now,” the archdiocese said in a
news release.
“More important than the mandate’’
financial burden, though, is the blow it
strikes to the fundamental issue of religious freedom,” it added. “The Constitution allows for the full exercise of
faith in the public square by ministries
that translate belief into action, serving millions of people every day.”

French Carmaker Gives
Pope Two All-Electric Minivans
Catholic News Service
Thanks to a French automaker and an Italian utility,
Pope Benedict XVI now has a pair of all-electric minivans and a series of recharging stations with which
to power them.
Two custom-made editions of Renault’s Kangoo
Maxi Z.E. cars were delivered personally to the pope
Sept. 5 at the papal summer villa in Castel Gandolfo.
At a Vatican press conference the next day, representatives of Renault told reporters the two cars were
made specifically for the Vatican.
The white version, with the papal stem on the front
doors, was designed for the pope to use, probably at
Castel Gandolfo, but Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, said it also could be used on
other occasions when the pope is in the midst of a
crowd.
The roof over the back seats opens and the side
windows are removable, so it can be used as a popemobile, the Renault representatives said. It also has a
retractable step to make it easier to get in and out of
the vehicle.
On a full charge, they said, the pope’s car can cover
105 miles. While they did not say how fast the pope’s
Kangoo Maxi Z.E. could go, Renault says its unmodified version can reach speeds up to 80 miles an hour.
The second Kangoo Maxi Z.E. given to the pope
was designed for the Vatican police force, the “gendarmeria Vaticana.” Painted blue, the minivan has police lights on top and a white-and-gold stripe around
the sides.
Pope Benedict, the Italian police who patrol St.
Peter’s Square, and the staff of Castel Gandolfo and
the Vatican press office already use electric vehicles,
which is why the Italian electric company ENEL has
installed recharging stations at the Vatican as well as
at the summer villa.

CNS/COURTESY OF RENAULT

Two all-electric minivans given by French automaker Renault to Pope Benedict XVI are pictured near temporary charging stations at the papal villa at Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Sept. 5. The blue van is for use by the Vatican
police force and the white one by the pope. The Italian electric company has also installed recharging stations
in Vatican City and at the papal summer villa in Castel Gandolfo.
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New Orleans Sisters Prove: ‘We Shall Not Be Moved’
By Peter Finney Jr.
Special to The Witness
It was early 2006 in Gentilly, and
the vegetation outside the Teresian sisters’
swamped convent on Mirabeau Avenue
still reflected the color of the congregation’s habits – beige with a complementary
touch of brown.
The Teresians had decided in the wake
of Katrina to keep their brown flag firmly
planted in Gentilly and rebuild one of
their best houses, but they had absolutely
no money to finance the project. Unlike
other communities of religious women
in the Archdiocese of New Orleans, they
owned no schools and did not have a history of running hospitals. They ministered quietly in parishes and gave retreats.
No money. No business plan – other than
to trust God and get out of the way.
Then, each morning, the manna fell, if
not from heaven, then at least from the
United States Postal Service. The mail kept
coming. Sister Isabel Ordono, a native of
Cuba, was the Teresians’ local treasurer,
and her job was to open the envelopes and
let the miracles cascade to the floor.
One day a check for $25,000 arrived from
some organization neither she nor her Teresian sisters knew. The next day it was a check
for $10,000 from another faceless donor.
“I could not believe it,” Sister Ordono said in her Cuban-accented English.
“Never on earth I have experienced what
real generosity is, from people that do not
know you, but trust you and believe that
God wants you to continue doing his work.
And to me, until the day I die, Katrina will
always be a synonym of the generosity of
the United States.”
Such stories of faith and perseverance
are compellingly told in “We Shall Not
Be Moved: The Catholic Sisters of New
Orleans,” an hour-long documentary by
Franciscan Sister Judith Zielinski of New
Group Media that is scheduled to air nationwide on ABC affiliates beginning Sept.
23. (In the Harrisburg area, the program
will air on WHTM Channel 27 on Sept. 23
at 11 a.m.)
The documentary highlights the
daunting decisions several congregations of religious women faced after
Katrina. The Sisters of the Holy Family, whose St. Mary’s Academy, Lafon
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Presentation Sister Joan White looks over a damaged home in the Mid-City area
of New Orleans six months after the destruction wrought by Hurricane Katrina in
2005. A documentary on the work of the Catholic sisters of New Orleans in the
wake of Katrina will air on WHTM ABC Channel 27 on Sept. 23 at 11 a.m. The
DVD of the program is also available through Interfaith Broadcasting at www.
interfaithbroadcasting.com or 301-806-7769.
Nursing Home and motherhouse were
inundated by Katrina, wondered openly if God was sending them a message.
Sister Sylvia Thibodeaux, then serving
as provincial, raised the question: Should
the sisters rebuild their institutional ministries or was God calling them to live out
their charism in another way? In the end,
they decided to rebuild, and today all three

facilities have been transformed.
“My overall takeaway from this project
was hearing the sisters say how overwhelming it was to be on the receiving end
of all this help and volunteer efforts and
goodness,” Sister Judith said. “As sisters,
our lives are spent in ministry, where we’re
trying to be of service to the people of God.
In some way, the tables were turned, and

Their Story Airs September 23
When Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans in 2005, six Catholic
communities of sisters lost more than convents, chapels, cars and motherhouses. They also lost ministries that served the families of New Orleans – high schools, child daycare sites, community centers and senior
nursing home facilities. The sisters faced a soul-size dilemma: To remain
and rebuild – or to walk away. Inspired by their long New Orleans presence, they chose to stay – and to continue their service in the city they
love.
“We Shall Not Be Moved: The Catholic Sisters of New Orleans” will air
on Sunday, Sept. 23 from 11 a.m.-noon on WHTM ABC Channel 27. The
DVD of the program is also available through Interfaith Broadcasting at
www.interfaithbroadcasting.com or 301-806-7769.

the sisters suddenly were getting the phone
calls and the checks and the cards. They
were deluged. As Sister (of Mount Carmel)
Beth Fitzpatrick said, ‘You can get through
anything if you know you’re loved, and we
found out how loved we were.’”
The other religious communities profiled in the documentary are the Ursuline
Sisters, who remained at Ursuline Academy and opened their school building to
stranded neighbors; the Marianites of Holy
Cross, whose Holy Angels complex became a National Guard command center;
and the Congregation of St. Joseph, whose
convent on Mirabeau was inundated,
partially repaired and then burned to the
ground 10 months after Katrina by a lightning strike.
The Congregation of St. Joseph ultimately decided to raze the convent, but its
ministry presence is still felt through the
People Program for seniors and through
parish work, including that of Sister Kathleen Pittman at St. Gabriel the Archangel
Parish. One of the film’s poignant scenes
shows 18 Sisters of St. Joseph standing
and praying in a circle around the order’s
seal, etched into the terrazzo floor of the
former convent – the only sign of their indelible presence.
“I tried to make the point that even
though they don’t have a physical presence
of a huge building anymore, they have not
abandoned the city and are still working in
ministry,” Sister Judith said. “We’ve got
footage of a senior ballet class in the People Program of 80-year-old ladies in their
tutus and people doing needlework and
woodworking.”
In the dark days after Katrina, the Ursuline sisters held Communion services
every day for their stranded neighbors in
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Prompt
Succor on State Street, using a flashlight at
the ambo to read from Scripture.
“They got together for a period of quiet
reflection, and then they sang a song and
prayed for the whole city,” Sister Judith
said.
Sound familiar?
(Peter Finney Jr. is the Executive Editor/
General Manager of the Clarion Herald,
the official newspaper of the Archdiocese
of New Orleans. His article, originally
published Aug. 14, 2012, is reprinted here
with permission.)

‘Beginning Experience’ Weekends for
Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse
The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has
booked two upcoming weekends, Nov.9-11 2012, and April 26-28 2013.
The weekends will take place at Camp Hebron, located at 957 Camp
Road in Halifax.
Beginning Experience weekends are an approved Roman Catholic program designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death,
divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move
towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these
weekends.
Check the diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org and visit the
“Marriage and Family” link in the “Family Life” menu, or check www.
beginningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting
the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at 717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.
The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death
or divorce and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning
Experience Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience
Organization.
A number of persons have indicated interest in attending a weekend. Please get your application in so that the team can adequately plan
for those who want to take advantage of this program of support, healing and encouragement. A weekend is often most helpful after about six
months following a loss of a spouse or marriage. Many have attended a
weekend after a much longer period has elapsed and found the weekend
most helpful. Grief has no schedule. Please contact the Team to explore
when a weekend might be most helpful to you.

September 16: This week, Catholic Perspective welcomes a new station that is sharing
our message. Listeners will now be able to hear the program on WISL-AM 1480, Shamokin at 11 a.m.
Father William Weary sheds light on the topic of Church Doctrine or ‘true teaching’ this
week on Catholic Perspective. Father Weary explains what doctrine is and is not while
sharing why some mistakenly see doctrine as a sign of rigidity or narrow mindedness.
Father William Forrey of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle is featured in this week’s Vocation
Spotlight. He tells how some people are put by God into our lives for a reason. Listeners
will hear how a comment at an early age by a local Lutheran pastor suggesting the priesthood was an influence on the vocation choice of this priest who grew up in Camp Hill.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of
the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays at noon and Sundays
at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster
at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.;
WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSMAM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; WISL-AM 1480, Shamokin, at 11 a.m. and WWEC-FM
88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com
at 6:30 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Give this a listen on WHYF-AM 720: Catholic Answers Live, hosted by Patrick Coffin,
is a daily, two-hour radio program dedicated to Catholic apologetics and evangelization.
According to listener surveys, it is a runaway favorite on Catholic stations across America
as well as locally on WHYF-AM 720. As a call-in program, Catholic Answers Live connects listeners to prominent leaders in the Church today—including scholars, nuns, priests,
bishops, and cardinals—and touches on every aspect of our lives as Christians. You’ll hear
discussions on just about everything relating to the Church: doctrinal controversies, family concerns, social issues, evangelization, ethics – you name it! Catholic Answers Live
airs every Monday through Friday from 6-8 p.m. on WHYF-AM 720.
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Doylesburg Faithful Soon
Ready to Open New Church

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

R

are is the opportunity to build something old, new.
But that’s the case in Doylesburg at Our
Lady of Refuge Church located on the western fringes of the diocese in northern Franklin County.
September 11, 2011, is a day that will long be remembered by parishioners in that hamlet. In the middle of the night, fire roared through the 19th Century
church, destroying almost everything in a fire that
firefighters who battled the blaze called “intense.”
What a difference a year makes. While the fire
was devastating, the original brick shell was able to
be saved. While the old log beams were lost, it was
still possible to use the brick structure that was combined and anchored to a new, sturdy roof. It would
not have been long before the old church would have
succumbed to termite damage and a weathered roof.
According to a faithful parishioner who oversees
the daily progress of the project, the church will be
“ready to go” by later this autumn. All the parishioners are eager to return as they have been celebrating
Holy Mass in a community center that is more shed
than church.
And one of the neat aspects of rebuilding has been
the process of locating items to furnish and adorn
the new old church. Pews that blessedly fit perfectly have been found in a closed Pottsville church.
Stained glass has been secured in Allentown and according to the parishioner the process has been “fun”
and enlightening as they have “Googled” their way
to bringing this church up from the ashes with various items.
Project construction superintendent Dave Greenholt noted that “this project has been a real pleasure
to work on. Being able to save the old feel to this
church makes it special.”
The original metal cross on the top of the church
survived the blaze and that remains, and as you drive
up Path Valley, you can still see the sun glisten off
the cross as you enter the surrounding farmland that
borders the church.
One thing that was rescued in the fire was the old
tabernacle, which is going to be buried under the new
tabernacle. It’s an invisible way this parish is keeping the old faith tradition while building the new.

