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Wilderness Challenge
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In the Ansel Adams Wilderness of the Sierra Nevada mountain range, ten diocesan seminarians focused on hard work, spirituality and human formation through the
Wilderness Outreach program last month. Shown from left in the photo are Daniel O’Leary, Kevin Coyle, Timothy Sahd, Andrew Hartung (kneeling), Steven Arena,
Stephen Logue, Gregory Kramp, Benjamin Dunkelberger, Kyle Sahd, Wilderness Outreach founder John Bradford, Father Raymond LaVoie, Father Mark Wilke and
Richard Mowery. See pages 8 and 9.

Praying for Peace in Syria,
Pope Calls Selfishness the Cause of War
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Kerry met with European leaders
to make President Barack Obama’s
case for a military strike on the government of Syria President Bashar
Assad, as punishment for the alleged
use of chemical weapons in the ongoing civil war there.
The pope’s homily, which took up
about 15 minutes of the four-hour liturgy, did not refer to contemporary
events but spoke in biblical terms
about the nature of war, whose origins he traced to the fall of Adam and
the first murder, by Cain of his brother Abel.
Answering Cain’s famous question
to God – “Am I my brother’s keeper?” – the pope replied: “Yes, you are
your brother’s keeper! To be human
means to care for one another.”
“We bring about the rebirth of Cain
in every act of violence and in every
war,” the pope said. “All of us!”
War’s ultimate source, Pope FranCNS/KHALED AL HARIRI, REUTERS
cis said, is the original sin of disobeSyrian women light candles before attending a prayer service at the Melkite Catholic dience.
patriarchate in Damascus, Syria, Sept. 7. People worldwide heeded Pope Francis’ call
“When man thinks only of himfor a day of prayer and fasting for peace in Syria, even as fighting continued and U.S.

Leading a crowd in prayer for
peace in Syria, Pope Francis said that
war is ultimately caused by selfishness, which can be overcome only
though expressions of fraternity and
never with violence.
“Leave behind the self-interest that
hardens your heart, overcome the
indifference that makes your heart
insensitive towards others, conquer
your deadly reasoning, and open
yourself to dialogue and reconciliation,” the pope said Sept. 7 before an
estimated 100,000 people in St. Peter’s Square.
The pope had called the prayer
vigil less than a week earlier, as the
central event of a worldwide day of
fasting and prayer for peace in Syria,
the Middle East and the world.
The Vatican called the vigil an unprecedented papal gesture for peace,
by virtue of its scale and prominence
of location. It took place the same
day that U.S. Secretary of State John President Obama pushed for support of U.S. military action in Syria.

More SYRIA, page 2
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USCCB Weighs in on Syria
with Letters to Obama, Congress
Catholic News Service
Echoing the appeal of Pope Francis and Catholic prelates in Syria, two leaders of the U.S. bishops’ conference
urged President Barack Obama to seek a political solution
in Syria.
“We have heard the urgent calls of the successor of St.
Peter, Pope Francis, and our suffering brother bishops of
the venerable and ancient Christian communities of the
Middle East. As one, they beg the international community
not to resort to military intervention in Syria,” said Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, and Bishop Richard E. Pates, chairman
of the Committee on International Justice and Peace in a
letter released by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
Sept. 4.

The letter affirmed the bishops’ prayers for the administration and acknowledged that “that the situation in Syria
is complex,” and said they “appreciate the patience and
restraint that your Administration has exercised to date.”
Cardinal Dolan of New York and Bishop Pates of Des
Moines, Iowa, affirmed Obama’s decision to invite public
dialogue and congressional review of possible military action, saying they wanted to contribute to that discussion in
their capacity as pastors and teachers.
“We join you in your absolute condemnation of the use
of chemical weapons in Syria,” they said. “These indiscriminate weapons have no place in the arsenals of the
family of nations. With you we mourn for the lives lost and
grieve with the families of the deceased.”
The clerics said they remain concerned for the more than
100,000 Syrians who have died and the 6 million who re-

main refugees or are displaced within their country.
However, they said, both the pope and the Syrian Catholic bishops have made clear “that a military attack will be
counterproductive, will exacerbate an already deadly situation and will have unintended negative consequences.”
They concluded by noting that the long-standing position of the USCCB is that Syria needs a political solution.
“We ask the United States to work urgently and tirelessly
with other governments to obtain a cease-fire, initiate serious negotiations, provide impartial humanitarian assistance, and encourage efforts to build an inclusive society
in Syria that protects the rights of all its citizens, including
Christians and other minorities.”
Cardinal Dolan and Bishop Pates sent a similar letter to
each member of the House of Representatives and the Senate Sept. 5.

Aid Agencies See Increase in Syrian Refugees
By James Martone
Catholic News Service
Tanil Kahiaian, a refugee from the Syrian
city of Aleppo, said he is doing what he can
for the others fleeing his country. He, his wife
and two children escaped the Syrian war almost a year ago, and since he has watched
“tens of thousands” pour into neighboring
Turkey as he did.
“It is so difficult for me to see this, their
poverty. I am donating clothes from my
work,” Kahiaian told Catholic News Service
Sept. 8 from near his home in Istanbu’s Kumkapi district.
Kahiaian said he considered himself among
the fortunate refugees here, because he came
with money, was being lodged by Istanbul’s
Armenian Orthodox community, and was able
to quickly get a job with an Armenian clothing firm in Turkey because of his numerous
languages.
“I speak Turkish and I am doing for them a
lot of business in Turkish clothes with Arabic
countries. But the people on the border have
nothing,” he said. “If there are [air] strikes on
Syria, their numbers will be more.”
The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees
announced Sept. 3 that more than 2 million
Syrians have fled to neighboring countries in
search of security since the conflict began in

2011. About a million are reportedly children.
Turkey’s government is providing basic
needs and some education to an estimated
200,000 Syrians in 20 different humanitarian
camps along its 560-mile border with Syria.
But as many as 260,000 other Syrians are living in other areas in Turkey, including Istanbul, where they often depend mostly on help
from private aid groups, according to the U.N.
“We are getting more and more [Syrian] by
the day,” said a Christian aid group official
in Istanbul, who requested anonymity due to
Turkish laws that officially forbid – but tolerate – religious institutions from performing
humanitarian work in the country.
In Jordan, where the UNHCR says 515,000
Syrians have sought shelter, Omar Abawi of
the Catholic charity Caritas said that in the
northern region of Mafraq alone, as many as
180 Syrian refugees were registering daily for
aid.
He said that did not necessarily mean these
were new arrivals but people who are afraid of
what might happen in the coming days, who
wanted to register for Caritas assistance.
Caritas in Jordan was aiding 27,000 displaced Syrian families or roughly 146,000
CNS/HAIDER ALA, REUTERS individuals, about 70 percent of them women
Syrian refugees, fleeing the violence in their country, cross the border into the and children, Abawi told Catholic News Service Sept. 7.
Kurdish region of northern Iraq Sept. 4.
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self, his own interests and places himself in the center, when he permits himself to be captivated by the
idols of dominion and power, when he puts himself
in God’s place, then all relationships are broken and
everything is ruined,” the pope said. “Then the door
opens to violence, indifference and conflict.”
The pope concluded on a hopeful note, asking the
crowd: “Can we get out of this spiral of sorrow and
death? Can we learn once again to walk and live in
the ways of peace?”
“Yes, it is possible for everyone!” he said, drawing applause, and he then invoked the image of
Christ’s redemptive sacrifice as the ultimate symbol
of peace.
“How I wish that all men and women of good will
would look to the cross, if only for a moment,” he
said. “There, we can see God’s reply: violence is not
answered with violence, death is not answered with
the language of death. In the silence of the cross,
the uproar of weapons ceases and the language of
reconciliation, forgiveness, dialogue and peace is
spoken.”
The pope’s homily was followed by a period of

Eucharistic adoration, including several stretches
when all present stood or knelt in silence, without
any musical accompaniment.
At other times, as during the praying of the rosary
in the first half of the vigil, prayers and readings alternated with music or performances on the organ,
the harp and other string instruments.
During the adoration, people representing five different countries or regions with direct or indirect
links to the Syrian conflict – Egypt, the Holy Land,
Russia, the United States and Syria itself – brought
up incense to burn in a brazier beside the altar. Ten
students from the North American College, the U.S.
seminary in Rome, served as attendants.
The ancient icon of Mary known as “Salus Populi
Romani” (health of the Roman people), which had
been transported for the occasion from Rome’s Basilica of St. Mary Major, stood on an easel beside
the altar. The icon has special importance for Pope
Francis, who went to pray before it on the first morning of his pontificate in March.
For more than an hour prior to the vigil, and then
for the duration of the event, priests heard confessions in the square, sitting face to face with penitents
on simple wooden chairs.
Many in the congregation clapped and cheered
when Pope Francis came out of the basilica at 7

p.m., but soon fell silent when they noticed his
serious demeanor and his failure to wave or smile.
At the end of the liturgy, just before 11 p.m., after the pope had returned to the basilica, the crowd
applauded again. Pope Francis came out to offer
a few final words, thanking the congregation for
their company and asking them to continue praying for peace.
“Good night and have a good rest,” he said.

CNS/KHALED AL-HARIRI, REUTERS

A Syrian Muslim girl stands at the top of Mount Qassioun, which overlooks Damascus Aug. 22.
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Commentary

Just War in Attacking Syria? Some See Cloudy, Some See Clear Answers
By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service
Even with just war theory as a guide, the
answers remain murky to moral and ethical
questions about whether a military strike is
the appropriate response to what U.S. officials believe was a chemical attack against
Syrian civilians, analysts said.
While President Barack Obama, Congress and other world leaders weigh how to
respond to the reported chemical weapons
attack Aug. 21 that killed as many as 1,400
civilians, the Church’s just war teachings
on when a military response is appropriate
were being raised as a guide to decisionmaking.
Two Catholic priests, Jesuit Father Richard Ryscavage of Fairfield University in
Connecticut, and Father Bryan Massingale,
of Marquette University in Wisconsin,
each suggested that the just war criteria
for military action may well be met in this
case, though perhaps not without other approaches being tried before resorting to an
attack.
Three other academics who specialize in
ethics and international law in dispute resolution each found less to support a military
strike by the United States.
Father Ryscavage, director of Fairfield’s
Center for Faith and Public Life and professor of sociology, observed that the just
war principles don’t make Catholicism “a
pacifist Church.”
“There’s a very strong theory of justice,”
that defines the just war teachings, he said.
Sometimes the pacifist approach of “‘go for
peace,’ is just not possible.”
The relatively recent concept of “responsibility to protect,” which Pope Benedict
XVI endorsed in a 2008 address to the U.N.
General Assembly, is viewed in Catholic
teaching as “a natural extension of the principle of solidarity, the teaching that we are
all part of the same human family,” Father
Ryscavage said. It means that when failed
governments are unable to protect their own
people, or the government itself launches
large-scale attacks on its population, especially civilians, “the nations of the world
have a moral responsibility to intervene to
protect the innocent,” he said.
Nevertheless, Father Ryscavage added,
the strategy of the Obama administration
and others who support a military strike “is
not at all clear.” Have diplomatic efforts
been exhausted? he asked. Is the goal to prevent future chemical attacks? Or is the idea
to symbolically show that “we did something” in response to a chemical attack?

A young girl holds a rosary
as Pope Francis leads a vigil to
pray for peace in Syria Sept. 7
in St. Peter’s Square
at the Vatican.
CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Francis, Christian leaders in Syria,
the president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the heads of an assortment of organizations representing religious orders have called for a peaceful
solution through dialogue and negotiation.
They have argued that military intervention
would only further inflame the situation.
Father Massingale, a theology professor
whose doctorate is in moral theology, said
that first, “we’re asking the wrong questions” in using the just war criteria “as a
checklist.” The principles, as outlined in
the “Catechism of the Catholic Church,”
include:
Is the damage inflicted by the aggressor
lasting, grave and certain?
Are all other means to ending the aggression impractical or ineffective?
How likely is success?
Will the use of military force be proportionate to the actions it aims to address?
Father Massingale said he believes the
situation in Syria meets some of the just
war conditions, but that instead of using

Pope Francis leads a vigil to pray for peace in Syria
Sept. 7 in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican.
CNS/PAUL HARING

them as a checklist to justify an action, they
should be “criteria for discernment.”
He explained that while he has questions
about considerations such as the probability of success of a military strike, he also
is concerned about “the isolationist movement in the United States; the idea that ‘it’s
not our problem’ is a dereliction of moral
responsibility.”
Given the gravity of the chemical weapons attack as well as previously documented conventional weapons attacks on civilian populations by the Syrian government,
Father Massingale said he would probably
come down, “in an ideal world,” on the
side of making finely tuned military strikes
to “significantly degrade Syria’s possession
and use of this kind of weapon.”
But he acknowledged, “there is no riskfree option, no clean-hands solution” to the
dilemma facing President Obama and other
world leaders.
Mary Ellen O’Connell, a lawyer who
is research professor of international dispute resolution at the University of Notre
Dame’s Kroc Institute for International
Peace Studies, said that as a legal matter,
the U.S. has no standing to attack Syria under international law. Lacking the approval
of the U.N. Security Council, retaliation
or punishment is “not a legitimate military
objective,” she said.
She said the recent example of international intervention in a civil war in Libya
might on the surface have some similarities, but the U.N. Security Council authorized the Libyan involvement under the argument that outside force could help save
civilian lives that were in imminent danger.
No such risk has been clearly substantiated
in Syria, she said.
Debra Erickson, visiting assistant professor of religious studies at Siena College in
New York, agreed that several of the just
war criteria seem to be met by the Syria situation, but she said the question of whether
there is an international responsibility to
protect the Syrian population lacks a clear
answer.
“This is not Rwanda, where there was a
clear intention, a planned attack to exterminate a people,” she said, adding that in
Syria, “both sides are killing civilians.”
Erickson said political questions also
complicate the situation, such as what is
to be gained for the countries that support
the Syrian government, including Russia
and Iran, as well what repercussions there
might be in the region and why some believe there should be intervention now.
“Saddam Hussein was gassing the Kurds
for years” without international involvement, she observed. As horrendous as the
chemical attack in Syria was, it involves a
much smaller population than did those attacks in Iraq, she said, “so there are some
suspect motivations here.”
David Perry, director of the Vann Center
for Ethics at Davidson University in North
Carolina, has taught courses on ethics and
warfare at the U.S. Army War College as

well as at Santa Clara University in California and Seattle University, both Jesuit
institutions.
He told Catholic News Service that “just
cause” exists to intervene militarily in Syria to stop atrocities, but that it’s not clear
that anything short of sending in troops will
accomplish that.
While the prospect of diplomacy resolving Syria’s problems seems weak, Perry
said the possibilities haven’t been exhausted. The U.S. has maintained that Syrian
President Bashar Assad must step down,
and Assad has made clear he has no intention of doing so.
Perry suggested a path for diplomacy
might be to accept that in a negotiated settlement, Assad will be allowed to remain
in power of some sort. That might be the
opening that enables diplomacy to end the
worst of the fighting and put Syria on a path
toward peace, he said.
He also questioned whether an attack on
Syria would be legal under international
law. But he cited a potential precedent for
going after Syria in the finding by an independent commission in 1999 that intervention in Kosovo’s civil war by NATO forces
was “illegal but legitimate” in protecting
Kosovars from the threat of ethnic cleansing.
“Nobody will do this if we don’t,” Perry
observed.

Catechism of the
Catholic Church
Passage on Just War
“The strict conditions for legitimate
defense by military force require rigorous consideration. The gravity of such
a decision makes it subject to rigorous
conditions of moral legitimacy. At one
and the same time:
• the damage inflicted by the aggressor on the nation or community
of nations must be lasting, grave, and
certain;
• all other means of putting an end to
it must have been shown to be impractical or ineffective;
• there must be serious prospects of
success;
• the use of arms must not produce
evils and disorders graver than the evil
to be eliminated. The power of modern means of destruction weighs very
heavily in evaluating this condition.”
These are the traditional elements
enumerated in what is called the “just
war” doctrine.” (No. 2309)
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A Call for
Fair and Realistic
Immigration Reform
A Statement from
Pennsylvania’s Catholic Bishops
Most Pennsylvanians have immigrant roots. Each family has a unique story,
but so many stories include hard working, faith-filled ancestors who came to
America to pursue a dream and worked hard to fulfill it.
Immigrants have significantly contributed to the growth of our country. The
Catholic Church has always provided spiritual and social services to immigrants out of a strong belief that immigrants deserve the same basic rights and
freedoms owed to every child of God. Our Church is an immigrant Church,
built by our ancestors who left difficult situations abroad to establish communities where they could work, support their families, and be free to worship
and live in accordance with their beliefs. Today’s immigrants seek the same
opportunities.
Millions of undocumented immigrants live in the United States today.
Many left their home countries because of poverty and persecution. The overwhelming majority is hard-working and poses no threat to anyone. Americans
are rightly concerned for our nation’s public safety, respect for the law and
the solvency of our public institutions. As a sovereign state we have a right to
control and secure our borders. But these legitimate issues do not absolve us
from fixing a broken immigration system that often fails to protect the basic
dignity of immigrant men, women, and children seeking a better life.
The Church seeks fair and realistic immigration reform that upholds the
God-given dignity of every human being. As Jesus taught us, “what you do
for the least of my brethren, you do unto me.” (Matt. 25: 35 – 41). Therefore,
we the Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania urge support for reforms that:
Provide a reasonable path to citizenship for undocumented persons living
in the United States.
Preserve and strengthen family unity as a cornerstone of our immigration
system.
Offer legal avenues for low-skilled immigrants to work in the United States.
Restore and respect rights of due process for individuals caught up in the
immigration system.
Promote efforts to address the root causes of migration, such as poverty and
persecution.
People of goodwill can legitimately disagree about the specifics of immigration reform, but the time is clearly long past due for America to fix its broken system. Please send a message to your elected officials today by going to
www.pacatholic.org and clicking on “Pass Immigration Reform,” or call the
U.S. Capitol switchboard at 202-225-3121 and ask to be connected to your
Congressional Members’ offices.
May God give us the courage to recast our immigration system in a spirit that secures the safety of our nation, but also welcomes and respects the
strangers among us.

Make Your
Voice Heard
Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues through the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference and the Catholic Advocacy Network.
Follow them online at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/
pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/pacatholic
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An Invitation
to the Show
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Art, in its various forms, has this wondrous ability to touch our hearts.
A song can take you back to your younger years, swell fond emotions for a loved
one, or provide a competitive edge before a game.
A photograph can unleash countless memories of a child’s first day of school, a
memorable vacation, a grandmother’s
gentle nature.
A painting can move you to ponder the
meaning of life, the wonder of creation,
the gifts God has given us.
With such a capacity to move us, it’s
no wonder that art is rooted in our daily
lives: music fills our homes and churches,
vehicles and sporting events. Beloved
pictures top mantles and nightstands.
Paintings and photographs hang on the
walls of our homes and offices. Treasured
volumes and hardbacks line our desks
and bookshelves.
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI beautifully expressed the power of art during
his General Audience Aug. 31, 2011:
“It may have happened on some occasion that you paused before a sculpture, a
picture, a few verses of a poem or a piece of music that you found deeply moving,
that gave you a sense of joy, a clear perception, that is, that what you beheld was
not only matter, a piece of marble or bronze, a painted canvas, a collection of letters
or an accumulation of sounds, but something greater, something that ‘speaks,’ that
can touch the heart, communicate a message, uplift the mind,” he said.
“A work of art is a product of the creative capacity of the human being who in
questioning visible reality, seeks to discover its deep meaning and to communicate
it through the language of forms, color and sound. Art is able to manifest and make
visible the human need to surpass the visible, it expresses the thirst and the quest for
the infinite,” he continued. “Indeed it resembles a door open on to the infinite, on to
a beauty and a truth
that go beyond the
daily routine. And
a work of art can
open the eyes of
the mind and of the
heart, impelling us
upward.”
Fortunately,
we don’t have to
look far to find the
kind of artwork
that Pope Benedict describes.
We can find it in
our churches, our
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
schools and our
“Christ Emerging,” an acrylic by Nicholas Voltaggio from St.
homes.
John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom, is an illustration
And, during
of Jesus surfacing from the Jordan. The image is one of
this Year of Faith, 75 pieces of art on display in the “Expressions of Faith Art
there’s a magnifiShow” at the Cardinal Keeler Center.
cent collection of
religious artwork – created by the people of the diocese no less – on display at the
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.
The “Expressions of Faith Art Show” is one of the diocese’s initiatives during
this Year of Faith, which offers us an opportunity to enter into a deeper relationship
Christ.
The original icons, sculptures, jewelry, paintings and photographs produced by
members of the diocese reflect the beauty and symbolism of the Catholic faith.
Among them are images of saints, reflections on the sacraments, illustrations of
Jesus and the Blessed Mother, expressions of vocations and the Eucharist.
The pieces are arranged in display cases and on art stands and pedestals, assembled in such a way as to mirror a gallery and lend an even greater sense of beauty
to the show. Regina Zogby, a volunteer for the diocesan Archives, and Christian
Charity Sister Geralyn Schmidt, diocesan Wide Area Network Coordinator and
columnist for The Catholic Witness, gave their time and talent to the meticulous
arrangement. Both are artists in their own right.
Individually, the pieces focus on various aspects of the faith and – accompanied
by cards detailing each work of art – offer a glimpse into the artist’s reason and
intention for the piece.
Collectively, the display offers a tapestry of a living faith and a visual expression
of our relationship with God.
The show features 75 pieces from 51 artists – men and women, clergy and
religious who gave considerable thought, time and talent in creating their works of
art. Visitors can view the pieces in the main lobby of the Cardinal Keeler Center,
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.
The art show will be on display until the conclusion of the Year of Faith, Nov. 24,
2013, the Feast of Christ the King.
Come view the “Expressions of Faith Art Show,” appreciate the role of art in the
life of the Church, and allow it, as Pope Benedict said, to be a highway to God, to
help you grow in your relationship with him.

Jen Reed
i witness
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Meeting the
Challenge

Catholic Charities’
Come and See Dinner

By Chris Meehan
Special to The Witness
It is hard for me to believe that it has been one year since
I began writing this column for The Catholic Witness. I
hope you have enjoyed reading it, and more importantly,
I hope it has helped spread the good
news
about the
Providing Help,
imporCreating Hope
tant work
Christopher Meehan
being
done by
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Harrisburg.
I always enjoy hearing someone
tell me that they learned something
new about Catholic Charities, whether that is from reading this column or by some other means. We often say in
our office that Catholic Charities is the “best kept secret
in the diocese.” (Second best actually. The first is when a
new bishop will be announced. Before you ask, none of us
knows.) Being a best kept secret can be flattering, but it really does not help us accomplish our mission of providing
help and creating hope for those in need.
As I have said many times, the need is great. The demand for our services – whether it is an individual in need
of counseling, a family finding temporary comfort at the
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, a pregnant mom
and her unborn baby staying at Lourdeshouse, or any of
our other services – continues to increase.
The 2013-2014 year marks 75 years of services for our
local agency. As a national organization, Catholic Charities
USA has been around for over 100 years. Our staff likes
to say that we will be here for at least 75 more years. I
certainly hope that is true.
But there are challenges. The cost of the services we
provide far exceeds the amount of reimbursements we
receive from government funding sources. When government agencies are developing their annual budgets, social
services are often the first to be cut. In addition, many of
the clients we serve do not have the means to pay for our
services. However, no one is ever denied help because of
finances.
To address these budget challenges, our agency has
adapted. In some cases, we have had to make difficult decisions about the programs we offer. This has affected staff
and clients, as well as what services are available.
We have also continued to ask for private charitable
support from individuals, businesses and foundations who
believe in our mission. If we are going to exist another
75 years or more, this is the most important challenge we
face. It is imperative that we continue to do everything we
can in order to survive.
Our “Providing Help, Creating Hope” motto parallels the
Scripture passage from Matthew 25 in which Jesus commands his followers to feed the hungry, give drink to the
thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger and visit
the imprisoned. The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has echoed
this with his calls to “become courageous and seek out
those who need help the most.”
By fulfilling the mission of Catholic Charities, the work
we do each day is part of our faith. It is who we are. Won’t
you please join us in facing this task?
Thank you for your support of Catholic Charities. May
God bless you and your families. For more information
about Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg,
please visit us online at www.cchbg.org.
(Chris Meehan is the Director of Development for
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Tuesday, November 26 • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Back By Popular Demand – Father Leo Patalinghug
The event will begin with a reception and silent auction at 5 p.m., followed by a demonstration at 6 p.m., and dinner at 7 p.m. Father Leo, featured at last year’s Come and See
Dinner, is the author of Grace Before Meals: Recipes for Family Life.
Proceeds benefit Catholic Charities’ “Homes for Healing.” For information and reservations, contact Christopher Meehan, Development Director for Catholic Charities, at
717-657-4804 or cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org.

Notre Dame Football Ticket Raffle
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg is sponsoring a ticket raffle to the Notre
Dame vs. Navy football game on Nov. 2. First prize is two game tickets, two nights hotel lodging (Nov. 1 and 2) in Mishawaka, Ind., and $200 spending money. Second prize is two game
tickets, two nights lodging and $100 spending money.
Raffle tickets are $10 each. Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Drawing will take place on Oct.
11. To purchase tickets, contact Christopher Meehan, Catholic Charities Director of Development, at 717-657-4804 or cmeehan@cchbg.org.

9th Annual 5K Run and Walk
October 5 on the grounds of the
Former State Hospital in Harrisburg
Registration at 8 a.m., Race at 9 a.m.
• Cash prizes for top runners
• Awards for runners by age group
• T-Shirts for all pre-registrants
• No loops on the course
• Refreshments and door prizes
• Strollers and pets welcome
The Shelter Shuffle is sponsored by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg to
benefit the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless
Families, the only emergency shelter in the

greater Harrisburg area that assists homeless
families of all ages and genders. The shelter
is located at the St. Samuel Center in Harrisburg, and has helped more than 11,000 individuals since it opened in 1992.
Entry fee is $15 on or before Sept.
28, $20 after that date. Free registration for those who collect more than $50
in sponsorships. For more information,
or to receive a registration form, contact
Christopher Meehan, Development Director
for Catholic Charities, at 717-657-4804 or
cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org.
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Youth Protection
Training Update Waiting
for State Legislature

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Students in math class at Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township last year.

Our Mission:
Faith-Filled Education and
Academic Excellence

From the Diocesan Catholic
Schools Office, Secretariat for Education
In continuing its long-standing commitment to a quality, faith-filled and academically excellent education, the Diocese of
Harrisburg, along with 100 other dioceses
across the nation, is adapting, not adopting,
the Common Core standards. As with any
other educational initiative, we, as Catholic schools, are at liberty to take the best of
Common Core and make it our own, using
the best instructional practices available, fitting them to our needs and supporting our
mission without compromising our Catholic identity.
What is Common Core? The Common
Core emerged out of conversations between
states about aligning common standards. As
the Core developed, universities and the national councils for subject areas (math, language arts, etc.) helped to identify key standards. The Core is a set of educational goals
and benchmarks illustrating what students
should know and be able to do by the end of
each grade level, kindergarten through 12th
grade.
Historically, schools in the U.S. have
taught a “mile wide and an inch deep,” producing students who are graduating from
schools lacking a deep understanding of key
knowledge and skills. The Common Core
focuses on a smaller number of standards,
establishing consistent learning goals that
focus on preparing all students to succeed
in college and careers in a globally competitive workplace. The standards are clear and
concise to ensure that parents, teachers and
students have a clear understanding of the
expectations in reading, writing, speaking
and listening, language and mathematics.
The use of Standards to design curriculum and instruction is not new. The Pennsylvania State Standards and the National
Math and English Standards have always
been integrated into our diocesan curriculum, which has always been built on higher
expectations and based on our Catholic
faith. Our standards now will also include

a tie to Common Core standards which will
be used to complement our educational program. We are looking at Common Core as a
measuring tool for what all children across
the nation are expected to know at the end
of each grade level, informing parents about
learning outcomes, and thereby making it
easier for them to collaborate with teachers.
We encourage parents to look at the standards: www.corestandards.org and www.
catholicschoolstandards.org.
To assist us in adapting the new standards, the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) and partners in Catholic
education established the Common Core
Catholic Identity Initiative (CCCII). The
CCCII provides resources to design and direct the implementation of Common Core
within the culture and context of a Catholic
school curriculum. Thus, Catholic schools
can infuse the standards with the faith, principles, values and social justice themes inherent in the mission of a Catholic school.
Because Catholic schools do not have
to meet state requirements for testing and
student data collection, we do not, nor are
we required, to administer the state assessments; the national achievement test which
we have used for the past 35 years and will
continue to use is the Iowa Test of Basic
Skills (ITBS).
Methods for adapting the standards will be
guided by the Diocesan Education Office,
and principals and teachers will continue to
select the instructional materials and strategies that best benefit their students. Our
goal will always be to provide a challenging curriculum emphasizing the hallmarks
of Catholic education—such as creativity,
critical and analytical thinking, real-world
application, and academic rigor. We remain
fully committed to providing the best, most
rigorous, most authentically Catholic education for our students; we will decide what
to adapt from the Common Core according
to what best fits our mission, never allowing
the faith and education of our children to be
compromised.

An important innovation and element of the Youth Protection
Program of the Diocese of Harrisburg is the mandatory online training program that all clergy, employees and volunteers must take and
pass before they are issued their Youth Protection ID card.
The current Youth Protection
ID cards are set to expire at the
end of this calendar year. Typically, those needing
a new card would
retake the 30 minute online course
before receiving a
new one.
The content of the
course, however, is
expected to change at
some point in the near
future. This is in light
of the anticipated updating of the State Child Protective Services
regulations based on the recommendations of a State Task Force
following the Jerry Sandusky trial.
Given the anticipated update to the regulations, the Youth Protection Office has decided that those seeking to get new ID cards
need not retake the course before it is updated. Once the legislature
passes the new laws and the governor signs them into law, the diocese will update its training.
But what about the ID cards that are set to expire Dec. 31, 2013?
Due to the anticipated regulation changes, the diocese will be
releasing new badges to parishes and schools for all active compliant volunteers this December. The new badges will be of the same
design with an expiration date of Dec. 31, 2016. All badges with an
expiration date of December 2013 must be returned to parish and
school offices.
If the legislation becomes law by the end of 2013, the goal is to
have the revised training ready for the 2014-2015 school year. At
that point, all those holding valid ID cards would be mandated to
take and pass the updated online course.
Appreciating the effort that will be required by everyone to work
through the new training program, parishes and schools would have
a year to ensure all existing employees and volunteers are retrained
by August 2015. Approximately 18,000 people, including all clergy,
employees and those volunteers working in any youth ministry, will
be impacted.
Learning Management System
Updating of the Youth Protection training is not the only improvement that is being worked on. The diocese is excited to announce
that it has invested in a Learning Management System (LMS)
which will enable it to develop a variety of online training packages
for employees and volunteers. The revised Youth Protection training program is likely to be the first program placed onto the new
LMS software. Parishes, schools and ministries will benefit from
an immediate improvement in the management and access of Youth
Protection clearance and training records. The goal is for them to be
able to manage the data locally for their own employees and volunteers with this new, more efficient system.
Every “trainee” will be required to create a profile and the employer will then scan, at the local parish or school office, all the
documentation required for compliance onto that profile. Over the
next few weeks, local administrators will be identified and appointed. As we move to a paperless process, we are anticipating achieving cost savings at both the local and diocesan level.
The Youth Protection office will continue to have oversight of the
data and retain the authorization and issuance of all badges to ensure we continue to meet the requirements of our external auditors.
Questions about the Youth Protection Program and ID cards can
be directed to safeyouth@hbgdiocese.org.

To report suspected abuse
of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse
of a minor by a church
official, employee or
volunteer, also please call
the diocesan toll free hotline:

1-800-626-1608
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

A

fter nearly 80 years of playing football on Market Street
in Harrisburg, the Crusaders started
writing a new history book on Aug.
31, 2013. With more than 5,000 spectators jammed into the spacious new
Rocco Ortenzio Stadium, the faithful
Bishop McDevitt High School community welcomed its non-league rival Harrisburg to do battle in the first
football game in the new stadium.
Prior to the morning tilt, the stadium
was blessed and dedicated by Father
Edward J. Quinlan, diocesan Secretary of Education. In his remarks after he sprinkled the new A-turf field,
Father Quinlan noted how much it
would have pleased the late Bishop
Joseph McFadden, who passed away
in May, to have been there to bless the
field.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister
Mary Anne Bednar, principal, introduced the stadium’s namesake, Mr.
Rocco Ortenzio, Class of 1950, to
speak. Mr. Ortenzio donated more
than $4 million to the school’s capital campaign and was central in the
planning phases which began almost
a decade ago when Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades was ordained and installed as
bishop back in 2004.
“This stadium and school surpasses
even my most realistic expectations,”
Mr. Ortenzio told the crowd.
Pennsylvania State Representative
Ron Marsico, Class of 1965, also addressed the crowd and thanked all
who had helped make this new day at
McDevitt possible.

New Rocco Ortenzio Stadium
is Dedicated at Bishop McDevitt

Father Edward
J. Quinlan,
Diocesan
Secretary of
Education, blesses
the new stadium in
front of 5,000 fans.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Not only does the new stadium complex offer the storied football program
a great place to play on turf, which is
able to weather any weather, it also
gives McDevitt’s many other excellent sports teams a place to call home
as well. Many of McDevitt’s sports
were played off-site in the past; not so
in this new history book.
After the lengthy dedication ceremony under a hot, late summer sun,
the Crusaders took care of business

against the Cougars, beating them
thoroughly, 35-14, after a close first
half. Led by junior running back Andre Robinson, who scored four touchdowns on lengthy bursts, the Crusaders trailed 14-7 in the first quarter
before closing the door defensively
and scoring four unanswered touchdowns. The Crusaders must count
on inexperienced but capable junior
quarterback Nick Marsillo to lead
them this season. He’s a tall, pocket

passer, with a strong enough arm to
make the Crusaders a multiple-threat
offense.
While McDevitt’s offense seems always to be the buzz, it may be defense
that carries this team late into the chill
of November and perhaps December.
They swarm, pressure the quarterback
and have the usual quickness in the
secondary to handle speedy wideouts.
The new looks good at McDevitt.

Pictured from top, clockwise:
Crusaders carry an old tradition onto a new field.
Co-captains Steve Marrazzo, Jr., and Mike Perloski present Mr. Ortenzio with a
vintage jersey in honor of his play as team captain in 1949.
Andre Robinson turns the corner on one of his four touchdown runs.
McDevitt’s Nate Monroe, left, and Bobby Zwigart lower the boom on a Cougar ball
carrier.
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Wilderness Program Challenges,
Develops Seminarians’ Human Formation
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The Ansel Adams Wilderness in the Sierra Nevada mountain range is laden with
picturesque lakes, towering evergreens,
glacially-formed gorges and jagged ridges.
Its more than 230,000 acres – named after the photographer who so perfectly captured its imagery – offer a bevy of trails for
hikers and campers who enjoy true backcountry.
The scenic range, nestled between Yosemite National Park and the Inyo National
Forest, is also a host site for the Wilderness
Outreach program, a Catholic lay apostolate that challenges priests, seminarians
and laymen to embrace their God-given
masculine spirituality.
It was in this vast expanse of God’s creation that 10 seminarians from the Diocese
of Harrisburg tackled the work and challenges and enjoyed the spirituality and asceticism of Wilderness Outreach in August
to focus on their human formation.
Steven Arena, Kevin Coyle, Benjamin
Dunkelberger, Andrew Hartung, Gregory
Kramp, Stephen Logue, Richard Mowery,
Daniel O’Leary and brothers Kyle and
Timothy Sahd volunteered for the nine-day
expedition, a new initiative of the Diocesan
Office of Vocations.
Under the expertise of Wilderness Outreach founder John Bradford, the seminarians devoted their days to the program’s five
pillars: worship, work, asceticism, leadership and brotherhood. They prayed and
meditated, set up camp, dug a latrine and
worked long hours on trail maintenance.
And with them side-by-side were Father
John Bateman, pastor of St. Andrew Parish in Waynesboro; newly-ordained Father
Mark Wilke, parochial vicar at St. Francis
Xavier Parish in Gettysburg; and Father
Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Vocations Director.
The focus of the expedition was the seminarians’ human formation, their ability, as
future priests, to bring others to Christ.
“Human formation concerns the attributes of a man that would make him a good
spiritual father,” Father LaVoie said. These
qualities include dependability, sacrifice, a
willingness to work hard, and the ability to
deal with stress and conflict.
A setting such as the Ansel Adams Wilderness – where the men lived and worked
without the amenities of electricity, running water, clean clothes and a permanent
shelter structure – offered a unique opportunity to examine those qualities.
“This experience placed us in a very difficult environment, away from the busyness of life and into the beauty of God’s
creation, so that, through prayer, work
and fraternity, we could reflect on what it

Seminarian Daniel O’Leary proclaims the Word of God at a site that the group set up for daily Mass.
means to be men serving the Lord and his
people,” Father LaVoie said.
Into the Unknown
John Bradford, an avid backpacker who
grew up in a family of construction workers and eventually owned a construction
company with his wife, founded Wilderness Outreach in 2007.
While considering, at his wife’s urging, the God-centered work he might do in
his post-construction years, Mr. Bradford
joined a trail-building expedition on the
Pacific Crest Trail in Oregon. On the project, he witnessed the way the men bonded
through the challenging work, and set out
to form a ministry through which Catholic
men could forge bonds while developing
their masculine spirituality.
Since its foundation six years ago, Wilderness Outreach has led nearly 300 priests,
seminarians and laymen in 29 excursions.

“Men build bonds through work. Men
don’t talk about the work, they just dive
in. Then they start to form fraternity,” Mr.
Bradford said. “Men address the problem
together, work hard together and struggle
together first. They don’t worry about the
other guys’ names, what they do or what
they believe. They look first at the work
that has to be done, and then become interested in learning more about who they’re
working with.”
Bringing men into the wilderness to focus on spirituality, work, brotherhood and
leadership drives to the core of masculinity,
Mr. Bradford said.
“Everything about a man is built to peer
out into the unknown, into the frontier,” he
said. “At the edge of the unknown is where
opportunity exists. That is where man best
encounters God. Being in the wilderness
puts a man back into a natural environment

so that he can really look at himself.”
Seminarian Timothy Sahd knew he was
heading into that unknown when he volunteered to join in the Wilderness Outreach
program.
He has some previous experience in the
outdoors from his days as a Boy Scout, and
has enjoyed hunting, fishing and camping.
Still, nothing could prepare him for the
rigors of life and work in the Ansel Adams
Wilderness.
“There was fear of the unknown,” said
Timothy, who is in Pre-Theology II at St.
Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia. “We were living in the wilderness,
without electricity or running water, five
hours from civilization.”
He remembered thinking, “What if I’m
out in the middle of nowhere and I fall and
get hurt? What if I just don’t measure up?”
More PROGRAM, page 9

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE DIOCESAN VOCATIONS OFFICE

Above: Seminarians work together to construct a cross to be used at their worship site in
the Ansel Adams Wilderness.
Left: Clearing rocks and creating steps in the pathways of the wilderness trails was part of
the seminarians’ work during the Wilderness Outreach program.
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Seminarian Andrew Hartung carries a boulder as he
sets out to work in the Sierra Nevada mountain range.

Program
Continued from 8

The priests and seminarians were insured through the
Wilderness Outreach program. They underwent orientation for safety and equipment use, followed precautions to
stay in teams, and were supported by Mr. Bradford and a
base camp with a cook and a satellite phone.
Timothy pointed out that the experience gave him the
clearest idea of what it means to rely on God.
“Our theme for the week was ‘Trust in God’s Will for
Us.’ We relied on God for everything – even just to breathe
sometimes because of the high altitude,” he said. “The
week was all about turning everything over to God and
trusting in him. Sometimes that is easy to say but difficult
to do, but he certainly did provide.”
Uniting Spirituality and Work
The spiritual focus of the excursion was made clear the
moment that the priests and seminarians completed the
five-hour hike to their campsite.
Father LaVoie, Father Bateman and Father Wilke selected a picturesque spot overlooking a lake to be the site
for an altar.
The seminarians immediately set out to build it, each
contributing their gifts to the
project. They searched for
rocks, built an altar and a set
of steps leading up to it, and
constructed a lectern.
“It was a testament to the
skills the seminarians possess: creativity, strength, work
ethic, cooperation,” Timothy
said. “When it was finally

Father Raymond Lavoie, Diocesan Vocations Director, foreground, and seminarian Richard Mowery carry tools to a worksite along the trails.
completed, everyone was justifiably proud of what had
been built. It was an honor to be able to help put that beautiful place of worship together for Our Lord.”
The group spent the week performing several trail maintenance projects each day. They wielded sledgehammers,
rock bars and mallets, hauled rocks from paths, built retaining walls and established water bars to prevent water
from washing away the trails.
“There was a deep theological component to the work.
It actually became prayerful,” Father LaVoie said. “Our
Lord, by taking on our human form, consecrated the work
that man does.”
The work was rigorous and satisfying.
“You’re not in ideal conditions. You don’t get to shower
before or after work. But I found that once I got out on the
trail and started working, I could see the immediate effects
of our efforts,” Timothy said.
He explained that the work also offered time for reflection.
“I found it to be a good time to pray, to meditate. The
work was hard, and that was an opportunity to pray and
offer it up as a sacrifice,” he said.
Mr. Bradford said the physical aspect of the experience
gives participants an understanding of the life of a working
man, such as a construction worker or farmer.
“This experience gives them an appreciation of how
some people work today, and of the value and glory of
physical work,” he said. “Think about the apostles. They
were fishermen, working class men. That is who the Lord
picked to be his disciples. Work is the unfolding of God’s
creation.
Priestly Formation
The summer of 2013 was an innovative, challenging and
rewarding one for diocesan seminarians. Wilderness Outreach and the St. Joseph Program – in which seminarians
lived and worked on an organic farm in Adams County –
challenged them in hard work, cooperation, responsibility

Seminarian Kevin Coyle interacts with a horse as the
group sets out on the excursion.
and leadership.
Living and working with the seminarians in these
unique settings offered Father LaVoie, as Director of
Vocations, a chance to examine their development and
camaraderie up close.
“When you look at how men form fraternity, some of
the deepest bonds come from playing sports, overcoming challenges or serving in the military together,” he
observed. “They bond when they’re focused on a goal
that is noble and good.”
“In the Wilderness Outreach program, no one was ever
alone on a job. We had to rely on each other to complete
the tasks. We had to work together, communicate, look
out for each other,” he said. “There were times when
someone was exhausted, or sick because of the altitude,
but we all had to pull together.”
That sense of fraternity will serve the seminarians well
when, God-willing, they serve side-by-side as brother
priests, Father LaVoie said.
He said he wants initiatives like Wilderness Outreach
and the St. Joseph Program to send the message that
when it comes to seminarians, quantity (currently near
40) is not the sole focus.
“We want the men in our program of priestly
formation to be the best men they can be, so that
one day they can be the best spiritual fathers
that they can be,” Father LaVoie remarked.
“These men are sent to the seminary
to be trained and educated, and our
seminaries do a great job, but the
men ultimately come back as our
priests,” he said. “By taking
a more hands-on approach
to their formation and by
challenging them, we
can better help them
become the men
they are meant to
be.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF OFFICE OF VOCATIONS

Father John Bateman, center, elevates the Eucharist during Mass, concelebrated by Father Raymond LaVoie, left, and Father Mark Wilke, right.
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Notre Dame Club of Harrisburg Hosts Bishop Rhoades
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades returned to
the diocese on Sept. 7 when he celebrated Holy Mass at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg, for the faithful
of the parish and for the Notre Dame
Club of Harrisburg.
After Mass, Bishop Rhoades joined
the club members, friends, family and
guests for a tailgate party and time of
fellowship before watching the Notre
Dame versus Michigan game on a
large projection screen in the school’s

cafeteria. Notre Dame played for the
national championship last January;
however, they lost to Michigan this
night, 41-30.
Bishop Rhoades is the ordinary for
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, which is home to four major
Catholic universities, including the
great University of Notre Dame, where
Bishop Rhoades is frequently on campus fostering the faith among the student body, faculty and administration.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity Opens
New Fitness
and Training
Facilities

Father David Hereshko, chaplain at Trinity High School in
Camp Hill, blesses the school’s new fitness center.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Less than six months after ground
was broken for a new fitness center and
training facility at Trinity High School
in Camp Hill, Father David Hereshko,
chaplain, blessed the newly completed
facilities on Sept. 3.
Just in time for the beginning of the
school year, the new spacious fitness
center beautifully sports more than two
dozen weight and fitness apparatus stations designed to provide numerous fitness options for physical education at the
school. Not only are there weight training
opportunities like medicine balls, kettle
balls and machine weights for the general
student and serious athlete, there are also
several stationary walking and running
units that can be catered to accommodate
all levels of fitness.
The center was made possible by the
generous gift of Trinity graduate Brad
Hollinger, President of Vibra Healthcare and the Hollinger Group. Mr. Hollinger stated at the dedication ceremony
how important he believes good physical
health is to maintaining strong academic
achievement and spiritual development.
Mr. Hollinger’s gift was the biggest in
the history of the school, which marks its
50th anniversary this year.
In addition, a new training room was
blessed, which provides athletic trainers a housed facility to treat and rehab
the school’s injured and fatigued players
back to full strength by professionally
trained staff from Novacare. The training
room was made possible through a generous donation by Select Medical Corporation.
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Weight-training
opportunities are among
those in the new fitness
center.
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Catholicism: A Sign of Contradiction
By James Gontis
Special to The Witness
I would submit to you that Catholics
are called to be, as Jesus was, “a sign of
contradiction” (cf. Luke 2:34). In being
such a sign, we are often called to stand
up against that by which we are bombarded by the culture in which we live,
against that which is in the very air that
we breathe.
Paradoxically, we are called to teach
the faith that is at once a both/and religion, and at the same time, uncompromising in matters pertaining to doctrine.
Here are a few of these seemingly
paradoxical both/ands that the MasterTeacher, Jesus Christ, true God and
true man, bids all catechists and Catholic school teachers to follow and teach:
• The Church is not about truth or
love, but about truth and love. There
is no love without truth. A true Catholic catechist must teach the sacredness
and beauty of all human life and that
abortion is a horrific evil and a scourge
upon our land. The catechist must teach
that we are always to be open to life.
Those who are unmarried are to live out
chastity in complete continence, and
those who are married are to live out
chastity in fidelity to one’s spouse. The
catechist must teach that it is only possible that a true spouse be of the opposite sex, and that the marital act (sexual
intercourse) is designed by God to be
good and holy, and that He intends it to
take place exclusively between a man
and his wife and must, in every single
instance, be open to the possibility (if
God chooses) of life. And, oh yes, we

better take those values into the public
square. And no, that is not to show our
allegiance to any candidate or political
party – but it is an endorsement of the
sanctity of human life. Teach that!
• The Mass is not sacrifice or banquet, but sacrifice and banquet. It is the
re-presentation of Christ’s one bloody
sacrifice on Calvary made present in
an un-bloody manner (God can do that
since He is not bound by space and
time; He made space and time). In this
Wedding Feast of the Lamb, we consume God in the flesh! We eat the true
flesh and drink the true blood of the
crucified and risen One. And we take
Him into our souls, and into our bodies
as well. If this surprises you, you are
in good company; it surprised Jesus’
own disciples (cf. John 6), and many
left Him on account of this teaching.
But for those who stay and believe and
eat His flesh and drink His blood, Jesus promises that He will raise him at
the last day and gives him the pledge
of immortality. Much greater than the
Holy Grail of Indiana Jones III, this is
God Himself, really, truly, physically,
spiritually, totally present – fully God
and fully man. Teach that!
• While you are teaching on the Eucharist, teach that the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass is both the greatest privilege
that one can participate in this side of
Heaven and attendance at Mass is an
obligation that we owe God under the
virtue of justice – we owe God true
worship and love, especially at Mass.
Wholehearted participation is possible only if we are there. At Mass we
receive untold grace, and if we do not
attend (save for serious reason such as

illness) we are committing grave sin
and putting
our souls in
The Glory of
great peril.
Teach that!
Catholicism
• Teach
James Gontis
that Heaven and Hell
exist and are real possibilities, but
never a mere matter of chance or capriciousness on God’s part. Living and
eventually dying in sanctifying grace
means we go to Heaven – immediately
or after a period of purification in Purgatory. Hell is reserved for those who
die in un-repented mortal sin. Obvious
grave sins are murder, adultery, and
apostasy. Some other commonly committed grave sins are practice of the
occult, e.g. ouija boards, séances, etc.,
taking the Lord’s name in vain, receiving Holy Communion in mortal sin,
contraception, vasectomies, tubal ligations, solitary sexual acts, fornication,
homosexual acts, use of pornography,
depriving the working man his wage,
theft, destroying one’s good name,
orally or via technology, and un-forgiveness…to name a few. Teach that!
Some good ways to help ensure we
live and die in the state of grace are: attendance at Mass every Sunday and every Holy Day of Obligation (aside from
Sundays, there are only six Holy Days
of Obligation throughout the year),
regularly confessing one’s sins in the
Sacrament of Penance, daily prayer,
devotion to Mary and the Saints (the
Rosary is a great instrument for peace
within our families, ourselves, and the
world), practicing the virtues, forgiving
all who have injured or offended us (cf.

Mt. 5: 21-26, 38-42),
and uniting our sufferings and crosses – big
and small – with those
of Jesus on the Cross.
Teach that!
• Remember that
God has the fullness
of all perfections, including justice and
mercy. Justice and mercy are not opposites, but complimentary virtues.
St. Paul, tells us that “God desires that
everyone be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).
That said, St. Augustine informs us that
“The same God who made us without
our consent, will not save us without
our consent.” This is why St. Ignatius
of Loyola, founder of the Society of
Jesus (the Jesuits) wrote, “Pray as if
everything depends on God (because
it does), and work as if everything depends on you.” Put another way, we are
only saved only by God and through
His grace and/but we must also cooperate with His grace in our concrete,
everyday actions in order to be saved.
Teach that!
Thank you to all priests, deacons,
sisters, principals, parish catechetical
leaders, Catholic school teachers, parish catechists….and all you parents
and grandparents who are working tirelessly to build up the Kingdom of God.
May it all redound to His glory and the
salvation of souls!
(James Gontis is the director of the
Diocesan Department for Religious
Education.)

Annual Diocesan Catechetical Conference
“Wonderful indeed is the Mystery of our Faith”
November 9 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker: Father Frederick L. Miller, Chairman of the Department of
Systematic Theology at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. Father Miller is also known to EWTN audiences for his series on the Spirituality
of St. Francis de Sales and on the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. His latest book,
published by Ignatius Press, is entitled, The Grace of Ars.

Schedule includes:
• Celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
• Keynote Address
• 30+ workshops over four, one-hour sessions
• 15-20 catechetical vendors
• closing prayer
Cost is $30 per person and includes lunch. Registration materials will be
made available to parishes and schools and online at www.hbgdiocese.org. For
further information, contact Jim Gontis, Diocesan Director of Religious Education, at 717-657-4804, x 22, or jgontis@hbgdiocese.org.

Annual Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
Marian Day
Saturday, October 12
Saint Patrick Church,
85 Marsh Drive, Carlisle
9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Registration 8:30 – 9:15 a.m.
The Cumberland-Perry District Council of Catholic
Women warmly invites all women of our diocese to
join us as we host our celebration of Mary. Program
includes Recitation of the Rosary, Marian presentation
by Father Dwight Schlaline, and Mass. Cost is $10 and
includes morning pastries and light lunch.
For reservations, contact your Parish CCW President or send payment to Cumberland-Perry DCCW to
Mary Ann Ingream, 1386 Lowther Road, Camp Hill,
PA 17011. Deadline to register is October 5. For more
information, call Ann at 717-732-2190.

Pray ~ n ~
Play 4 Life
Sept. 28 from 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
St. Joseph Parish, York
A fun-filled, family day to support life.
One Mile Fun Walk ~ Homemade Food ~ “Minute to
Win It” Games ~ Children’s Crafts ~ Balloon Artist ~
Face Painting ~ Decorate Cupcakes for Life ~ Raffles ~
Silent Action ~ Vendors ~ Live Music ~ Pro-Life Sidewalk Chalk Contest
The event concludes at 3 p.m. with a helium balloon
Rosary.
Proceeds will benefit Rachel’s Vineyard retreats, the
Pregnancy and Family Resource Center in York, Morningstar Pregnancy Center in Harrisburg, the Carlisle Area
Family Life Center in Carlisle, and Human Life Services
in York.
For information, call Joy at 717-788-4959 or visit www.
praynplay4life.com.
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St. Joseph’s in York to
Host Parish Life Technology Conference
The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
BERWICK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Florence Ciampi, Andrew Haladay.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Ellen Marie Kemble.

WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Linda
Baker, Dorothy McLaughlin, William
Shriver.
YORK – St. Rose of Lima: John
Belanger, Jean Smith.
YORK HAVEN – Holy Infant: George
Curilla.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
William Piccirilli, Donna Schneider.

Sister Philippine Bonner

CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Patricia Tinney.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Bridget Mary Jansen, Jane MacWilliams,
Kathryn Yanchuk.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Carol
Hughes, Jeanne Wright.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Elizabeth M. “Betty” Donohoe.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Ralph Hardman.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Edward Dankmyer, Jr., Blair Geissinger,
Vernon Turnbaugh.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Geraldine Sariano.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Agnes
Delaney, Anna Labowski, Betty
Lazarski, Josephine Osevala.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
M. Wesley Martin, Elizabeth Martin.

Christian Charity Sister Philippine Bonner died at Holy Family Convent in Danville Aug. 22. She was 97.
Born Catherine Bonner in Nesquehoning, Pa., she entered the Congregation of
the Sisters of Christian Charity at Mallinckrodt Convent in Mendham, N.J., in 1930.
Much of her religious life was dedicated
to education, primarily as teacher in secondary schools in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. Sister Philippine was also a teacher
and dean at Assumption College for the
Sisters at the Motherhouse.
From 1974-1978, she was treasurer at
Holy Family Convent, and from 19801993 she did clerical work for Holy Spirit
Hospital in Camp Hill. She moved to Holy
Family Convent in 2002 and was responsible for the Shared Apostolate Program for
a number of years.
The funeral Mass was celebrated in Holy
Family Convent Chapel Sept. 9. Burial was
St. Hubert Cemetery, Danville.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Julie
Templin.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Lou Ughetto.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: Bernard
Breighner.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Estella Kachele, Thomas Small.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: Catherine Baroni, Mary Rupp
Buffington, Crystel Lee Smith.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM:
Rita Fulton.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Mary A. Koveleskie; Our Lady: Diane
White.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Virginia Freistak, Mary Ellen Horning,
Edna Keister, Dorothy Mahone, Mary
Wagner.

Sister Eric Albrecht
Adorers of the Blood of Christ Sister
Eric Albrecht died Aug. 21 at Lancaster
General Hospital. She was 76.
Born Helen Barbara Albrecht in Mascoutah, Ill., in 1937, she earned degrees
in theology and medical records from St.
Louis University. Sister Eric ministered in
education, health care and community service in Illinois and Nebraska. She served as
provincial councilor for the former Ruma
province from 1994-1998 and as community life assistant at the Columbia Center
from 2006 until the time of her death.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Aug.
26.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Arlene Nace.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: Theresa
Bourinski, Robert Latsha, William Murdock, Edward O’Brien, Josephine Procopio, Eleanor Spieles, Veronica Waldron,
Emma Walsh.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Barbara Breinich, Catherine Murray.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in September
during the past 25 years:
Father William McDonnell, 1990
Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Anne E. Amato.

Diocesan Cemeteries

HARRISBURG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13th Street
Harrisburg PA 17104

MECHANICSBURG/
YORK

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055
St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

Resurrection Cemetery
116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

LEBANON

Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046

Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Manager Joe Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
jbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org

ELYSBURG

All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

Manager Kevin Shervinskie
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
kshervinskie@hbgdiocese.org

LANCASTER

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602
St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601
St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601
St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Come “talk tech” at the Parish Life Technology Conference to be held at
St. Joseph Parish, 2935 Kingston Road in York on Oct. 14 from 9 a.m.-3:30
pm. The keynote address will be given by Sean O’Hare on the theme of “The
Power of Technology.”
Workshops will be given by experts in various technological and pastoral
fields on topics of best practices for church office databases, technology use
in youth and religious education programs, useful mobile apps for priests and
other ministers, tips and suggestions for creating a powerful parish website,
and a workshop on leading technological growth without having to be a certified “expert” yourself. Religious and technical vendors will be available.
Cost is $40 including lunch and refreshments. Registration deadline is Oct. 1.
Additional information and registration can be found at www.parishlifetech.
com.

Cursillo Movement to Celebrate Grand Ultreya
You might call it the Cursillo movement’s version of a family reunion.
Cursillistas—those who have made a Cursillo weekend—from throughout
the Diocese of Harrisburg will be gathering Nov. 2 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the
Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg for a lively celebration known as the
“Grand Ultreya.”
The Cursillo movement has been called the Catholic Church’s best-kept secret. It is a movement of Catholic men and women who, as Pope John Paul II
(himself a Cursillista) said, “transform the world by becoming new men and
women.” By growing together in piety, study and action, Cursillistas seek to
mirror the face of Christ in their homes, places of work, and their communities.
“Whether you made your Cursillo in English or Spanish, in the Harrisburg
Diocese or elsewhere, please come!” said Maria Gallagher, who will emcee
the event. “The Grand Ultreya will reignite the fire of love in your heart for
Jesus and for your Cursillo brothers and sisters.”
“The late Bishop Joseph McFadden was a Cursillista, and a great supporter
of the Harrisburg movement,” she said. “In honor of his memory, let us come
together to gain a greater understanding of how we can spread the message
of God’s love and faithfulness to our family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.”
The Grand Ultreya will include the celebration of the Holy Mass, talks by
popular EWTN host and Harrisburg diocesan priest Father John Trigilio and
Cursillo Region 2 Service Team (English) member John DeStefano, along
with other talks, in both English and Spanish, from various members of the
Cursillo community.
The registration fee is $10, which includes the cost of lunch. For registration information, along with additional information about the Harrisburg Cursillo movement, visit http://harrisburg-cursillo.org/.

Vatican Exhibit on Eucharistic
Miracles Coming to Lancaster
The Vatican International Exhibit, “The Eucharistic Miracles of the World,”
is coming to Lancaster in October. This photo exhibit displays 126 of the
more than 170 church-approved Eucharistic miracles of the world. The original exhibit premiered in Rome in October 2005, and was sponsored by the Institute St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr.
The exhibit is currently scheduled to be shown the weekend of Oct.
5 at Assumption BVM Church at 119 S. Prince St., Lancaster, and the
weekend of Oct. 12 at St. John Neumann Church, 601 East Delp Road,
Lancaster. Other locations will be announced as they are scheduled.
Exactly what are Eucharistic miracles? The Catholic Church has always
taught that at Mass, through the words directed by Jesus as found in the Bible
when spoken by the priest, the bread and wine offered up are transformed
and become the actual Body and Blood of Jesus. Eucharistic miracles are a
manifestation where the consecrated bread and wine, the Body and Blood of
Christ, normally visible to us as bread and wine, change their outward appearance. Sometimes they show themselves as actual flesh and blood, other times
they become luminous or even levitate, at other times images appear on the
bread or other extraordinary events take place.
One of the most famous Eucharistic miracles occurred at the Church of
St. Francis in Lanciano, Italy, in 750 A.D. Here, during the Mass, the bread
and wine turned physically into visible flesh and blood. The miracle has been
studied numerous times over the centuries. This miracle is one of the 126 miracles described in the photo exhibit of The Eucharistic Miracles of the World.
    All are invited to come and read the stories of these Eucharistic miracles. Admission is free, but a free-will offering will be accepted at the entrance to
support the efforts of the Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration
Association. For more information, contact either St. Mary’s Church at 717392-2578 or St. John Neumann Church at 717-569-8531.
This form of the exhibit is being brought to the United States through the
efforts of the Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration Association
in cooperation with the Pontifical Academy Cultorum Martyrum. Local sponsors include Holy Family Radio (720 AM), Lancaster Catholic High School,
Knights of Columbus Council 6810, and the Lancaster Region of the Order
of Malta.

SEPTEMBER 13, 2013, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 13

Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

The icon of “Our Lady of Czestochowa” (“the Black
Madonna”) is reputed to have been “written” on Mary’s table
top from her house in Nazareth by Luke the Evangelist. A
beautiful copy of this icon has been blessed and consecrated
at the monastery of Jasna Gora in Poland, where the original is
kept, and entrusted to the defense of life and family. It will visit
Immaculate Conception BVM Church in York Sept. 25 and 26.
Mass will be celebrated in Spanish at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, recitation of
the rosary and Benediction. We will follow the same schedule in
English on Thursday. For more information, call the parish office
at 717-845-7629.
An evening of prayer in honor of St. Therese, The Little Flower,
will be held Oct.1 at Annunciation BVM Church, McSherrystown, at 7
p.m. Father John Schmalholfer will be the homilist.

Education,
Enrichment & Support

Holy Spirit Hospital’s Pastoral Care Department is hosting a
bereavement support series on Wednesdays through Oct. 16. Afternoon sessions are 1-2:30 p.m., evening sessions are 6:30-8 p.m.
There is no cost to participate. RSVP to 717-763-2118.
Adult Education classes begin Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Xavier
Center in Gettysburg. For five consecutive Wednesday evenings, we
will explore The Acts of the Apostles with Dr. William Bales, professor
of Sacred Scripture at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. The classes are
free, and will conclude Oct. 16. Non-Catholic brothers and sisters are
most welcome. For more information, contact John Knowles, Adult
Education coordinator, at 717-677-4420.
Holy Spirit Health System will host a free educational seminar
for those who want to learn more about successfully transitioning
their child back to school. “Stepping Stones to Success: Strategies
to Help Your Child Transition Back to School” will be offered Sept. 19
at 6 p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium. This presentation will
provide parents with positive strategies to help their child get started
on the right track as they return to school. Attendees will learn how
to recognize if a child is under stress, how to establish a routine,
and how to seek help and treatment if needed. There is no need to
register. If you have questions, call 717-763-2427.
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas is hosting its first meeting of the year at its new home,
St. Phillip the Apostle Parish in Millersville, Sept. 22 from 12:45-2
p.m. in the PAC. Catholic Daughters of the Americas is the largest
Catholic organization open to Catholic women with more than 75,000
members. Catholic Daughters support numerous Catholic causes
including Mother Teresa’s Foundation, Morality-in-the-Media, North
American College in Rome, Habitat for Humanity, and the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C,. as well as
local causes like Lancaster Catholic High School, A Women’s Concern, Bingo at Conestoga View, and providing new books to school
children. For information, call Rita Smith-Wade-El at 717-203-3441.
A presentation on Christianity’s teaching on artificial contraception, “Love, Respect and Responsibility,” will be given
by Trevor Martenson, M.D., Sept. 24 at 7 p.m. at St. Peter Parish
Social Hall in Columbia. Dr. Martenson is a physician at Twin Rose
Healthcare, a member of the Catholic Medical Association, and a
parishioner at Assumption BVM Parish in Lancaster. For information,
call Edna Christ at 717-252-5158 or Cheryl Grab at 717-252-4615.
Witness the Exciting Foundations of the Church with Acts:
The Spread of the Kingdom, an advanced Bible Study completing
the Great Adventure series. This DVD-based program by Jeff Cavins
will be presented at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish’s
social hall in Harrisburg on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
beginning Sept. 30 and on Wednesday mornings from 10 a.m.-noon
beginning Oct. 2. Register for either session at OLBS Ave Maria
Shop on Sundays, by e-mail to OLBSdeacon@gmail.com, or by calling the parish office at 717-233-1014 -- or just come to the session
on Sep 30 or Oct 2. Study Guide/Workbook for the program costs
$20 (scholarships available); a Bible and Catechism will be needed.
“Addiction and Recovery” will be the topic of a workshop on the
campus of Immaculata University in Immaculata, Pa., Oct. 7. The
workshop is sponsored by the National Catholic Council on Addictions (NCCA), and is intended for seminarians, parishioners, counselors, social workers and therapists. The program, which runs from
8:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m., includes a complimentary continental breakfast
and lunch. Cost is $25 To pre-register for the workshop, go to www.
NCCAToday.org or for more information, interested persons can call
the NCCA administrative offices toll-free at 800.626.6910 Ext. 1200.
The Conewago Deanery of the Council of Catholic Women are
sponsoring a Catholic/Muslim women’s encounter that will focus on
Year of Faith: Pilgrimage. The program will be held Oct. 12 at St. Joseph Parish in Hanover from 9 a.m.-noon. Dr. Rukhsana Rahman, a
Muslim physician, will share about the Hajj as a part of a pilgrimage
to Mecca, and two Catholic women, Harriet Glass and Peg Clissa,
will share on Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. The program is open at
no charge to people in the diocese, but please register by Oct. 4 by
calling 717-479-0483.
The Caregivers Group of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Mechanicsburg invites all caregivers to their meetings the first
Monday of each month at 3:30 p.m. in their parish center. Come
share experiences, discuss solutions and learn better caregiving
techniques. The next meeting, Oct. 7, will include a speaker on The
Affordable Health Care Act and Insurance needs. All are welcome.
Contact Ernie Nettleton, 717-766-8806.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Mini Retreat and Renewal with Father Joseph Currie, S.J.,
“Living with gratitude and trust for a joy filled life,” will be offered
Sept. 29 and 30, and Oct. 1 and 2 at 7 p.m. St. Joseph Parish in
Lancaster. For information, call the parish at 717-397-6921.

The Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Danville will
be a site of a Year of Faith pilgrimage to be held at Villa Sacred
Heart in Danville Oct. 6 from 1-4 p.m. In addition to celebrating the
Year of Faith, participants are also invited to commemorate the
1,150th anniversary of the arrival of Saints Cyril and Methodius in
Great Moravia to Christianize the Slav peoples. Learn more about
the mission and ministry of Saints Cyril and Methodius through a
Power Point presentation offered in the Maria Hall Theater at 1 p.m.
That will be followed by an outdoor Rosary which will begin at the
statue of Our Blessed Mother in front of Maria Hall. The procession
will continue past the Pieta, along the path to Assumption Court, on
to the outdoor mosaic of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and into the
Basilica. Prayers for the Year of Faith will be offered after a reflection provided by Msgr. Thomas Derzack, National Chaplain of the
Slovak Catholic Federation. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
will conclude the pilgrimage.
A trip to the Mother Seton House in Baltimore will be hosted
by the St. Pauline Center in Kulpmont Oct. 8. Depart the St. Pauline
Center, located at 1150 Chestnut Street, at 8 a.m. Meet with Father
John Kemper, attend Mass, tour Seton House and the Walters Art
Gallery, enjoy Inner Harbor. Cost is $26. RSVP by Sept. 30 to Connie at 570-373-3489.
Travel to Britain June 12-21, 2013. Visit London, Cambridge,
York, Edinburgh, Lake District, North Wales, Stratford-upon-Avon,
the Cotswolds and Stonehenge. A presentation will be held Sept. 17
at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel. For
information, call Marian at 570-339-2141.

Events & Fund-Raisers

Knights of Columbus Council #8891 will be holding their Annual German “Volk” Fest Sept. 15 starting at 12:30 p.m. at St. John
the Baptist Parish Center in New Freedom. Admission is $5 per
adult, $3 per child 6-15 years old. Tickets for food and beverages
sold separately. Music by the Immergreen Band of Lancaster (Die
Immergrun Musikanten) and singing by the Lancaster Liederkranz
Hobby Choir. Meats (brats, knacks, weiswurst, frankfurters) will be
from Binkerts Meats of Baltimore. Balloons tricks by “The Balun
Guy” of York. Authentic German food, beer and wine, small games
of chance and German fun!
The Outreach Ministry of St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in
Lebanon will host a bus trip to Sands on Sept. 17. All seats are
$25 and include credits plus food vouchers. There are also outlets
for shopping. To reserve a seat, call Judy at 717-867-1436 or St.
Benedict’s at 717-450-4506 x 10.
Delone Catholic High School McSherrystown will host Squire
Shadow Days for students entering in the 2014-15 school year. Students will be paired with a current Delone Catholic student to attend
several classes and lunch. Administrators will also meet with the
students at the beginning and end of the day. Squire Shadow Days
are Sept. 19, Sept. 26, Oct. 3, Oct. 10, Oct. 18 and Oct. 24. Eighth
graders currently attending a school in the Adams Deanery of the
Diocese of Harrisburg will visit with their schools. Contact Delone
Catholic Vice Principal/Director of Studies Sister Maria Jude, CSJ,
at 717-637-5969, Ext. 217, or smjude@delonecatholic.org. Any
student wishing to transfer to Delone Catholic during the current
school year should also contact Sister Maria Jude.
The 45th annual St. Theresa Oktoberfest will be celebrated
Sept. 20 from 4 p.m.-10 p.m. and Sept. 21 from noon-10 p.m. at
St. Theresa School in New Cumberland. The festival will include
food, desserts, pierogies, refreshments, items for sale, bingo, a
kids’ game area and dancing to live musical entertainment. “The
Polka Quads” will perform Friday starting at 6 p.m. DJs will entertain
guests with music on Saturday, starting at 6 p.m. Visitors can also
enjoy the popular “used treasures,” various children’s activities
and a variety of booths, including baked goods, Christmas nook,
the garden shop, books & music, the boutique, the dessert booth,
Korean Korner, Hershey Ice Cream milk shake booth, funnel cakes
& bratwursts - and many more. Beer and wine are also available.
All proceeds from Oktoberfest benefit St. Theresa Catholic Church
Parish. For more information, call Elaine Herald at 717-774-5918,
ext. 12.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg will
hold its annual Apple Festival Sept. 21 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. The
Apple Festival features food, adult and children’s games, a silent
auction, bake sake, crafts, a basket raffle and more. The Apple
Festival Pancake Breakfast will be held Oct. 6 from 8:30-11 a.m.
The Sacred Heart School Development Committee will host
their Third Annual Wine in the Woods Festival Sept. 21 from 11
a.m.-6 p.m. at the historic Conewago Basilica Picnic Woods located at 3113 Centennial Road in Hanover. Advance sale tickets
are $12/person, $15 at the event. Tickets can be purchased in
the school office or by printing the form online at www.shswineinthewoods.org with payment to Sacred Heart School. All wine
tasting patrons must be 21 and present a valid ID.
St. Joseph Parish in Hanover will hold a cash bingo Sept. 21
in the social hall. Doors will open at 11:30 a.m., with bingo beginning at 1 p.m. A total of 21 games will be played—15 for $50, five
for $75, and one for $500. Lunch will be available for purchase.
A donation of $15 per person is the admission price. For tickets,
call the parish office, 717-637-5236; Carolyn Fanus, 717-6376362; or Sharon Smith, 717-630-9122. Proceeds from the bingo
will benefit the parish general fund.
The Council of Catholic Women from Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish in Williamstown will host a spaghetti and meatball/
Italian sausage dinner Sept. 21. Tickets are $8 and include
dinner, dessert and beverage. For tickets, call Mary Wixted at
717-647-9930 or any member of the council.
A Vera Bradley purse bingo will be held at Holy Angels Parish social hall in Kulpmont Sept. 22. Doors open at 12:30 p.m.,
bingo starts at 2 p.m. Admission is $20. Door prizes, raffles and
refreshments. For more information, contact Colleen at 570-2747491.
A Religious Appreciation Dinner will be held Sept. 26 at
Mary Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown at 6 p.m. Catered

buffet from Chef’s Corner for $15. Entertainment features a pipe
organ recital. For tickets, call Anne Heverling at 717-273-0637.
York Catholic High School begins a year-long celebration
of its 85th anniversary with a Night of Champions honoring the
YC teams who won district and state championships over the years
Sept. 27 at 6:30 p.m. prior to the football game. Athletes on those
teams should contact Jennifer at 717-846-8871 x51 or jsteesglassmyer@yorkcatholic.org. On Sept. 28, the community is invited to the
85th kickoff at the high school, featuring food from local restaurants,
a silent auction, a school memorabilia display and entertainment.
Cost is $30 per person. RSVP to Jennifer at 717-846-8871 x51 or
jsteesglassmyer@yorkcatholic.org.
Trinity High School in Camp Hill will hold “A Rockin’ Pig
Roast” as part of the school’s 50th anniversary celebration Sept.
28 at 5:30 p.m. Kick off Homecoming week and celebrate fall with
friends during a pig roast prepared by Strock’s Farm Fresh Meats.
Attendees should bring their own lawn chairs. Cost is $25 for those
ages 11 and older, $10 for children ages 5-10, and free for children
under 5. RSVP for the pig roast by Sept. 18 to lwolfe@thsrocks.us
or online at www.thsrocks.org.
The Triumph, a documentary on Medjugorje, will be shown
at Carlisle Theatre, 40 West High Street, Carlisle, on Sept. 29 at 2
p.m. Tickets cost $5 and can be purchased by calling Donna at 717448-2497. All proceeds for this screening will benefit Carlisle Cares.
Additional information and a preview of the film can be viewed at
www.thetriumph.org. All tickets will be available on a first-come,
first-serve basis. (While the Church has not officially approved this
apparition, it has not dissuaded pilgrims from going to this place to
seek some spiritual benefit. Thinking similarly, the Administrator of
the Diocese of Harrisburg does not formally endorse the viewing
of this film, however he does not dissuade the faithful from viewing
it in order to derive some spiritual benefit. For information on the
Church’s position, visit http://www.medjugorje-apologia.com/position_of_the_church.html.)
The Little German Band of State College, Pa., will perform on
the lawn at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia Sept. 29.
The afternoon, from noon-4 p.m., will feature food and entertainment with a German flair. German food, German beer, and wine will
be available. Suggested donation is $20 per person. To make your
reservation, contact Mary Jo Diffendall at 717-285-6539 or mdiffendall@stannesrc.org.
St. Philip the Apostle Church’s Women’s Auxiliary in Millersville will sponsor its annual Basket Bingo Sept. 30 in the gym,
located at 2111 Millersville Pike. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for supper.
Bingo begins at 7 p.m. Advance admission includes 6 cards for 20
games and numerous door prizes. Cost is $17 in advance, and $20
if purchased after Sept. 28. Prize baskets will be filled and have
a value of more than $75each. There will be four special games
throughout the evening. Tickets are available by contacting Annette
Schnee at 717-397-1482 or Jean Campion at 717- 872-8883. Tickets also are available at the parish office or by calling 717-872-2166.
Those attending must be 18 years of age unless accompanied by an
adult. The proceeds from this event help to benefit parish programs,
local charities, youth organizations and with parish facilities.
St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg will hold its 4th
Annual Oktoberfest Celebration Oct. 5 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. in the
parish hall. Delicious foods beginning with breakfast and bingo, a
German grille, and a hearty pork and sauerkraut dinner with all the
trimmings; games for adults and children, children’s pumpkin painting and Halloween costume parade, craft tables, theme baskets, a
football tailgate party, beer garden and music by the Polka Quads
from 1–4 p.m. For more information, see the parish Web site: www.
sclhbg.org/events or call the parish office 717-564-1321.
The Outreach Ministry of St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in
Lebanon will host dancing to the Oldies with Mickey Santora Oct.
5 from 7-10:30 p.m. at the Prescott Banquet Hall. Doors open and
buffet begins at 6 p.m. Tickets are $20 each and must be purchased
prior to the dance. Tickets will not be available at the door. For
information or tickets, call Anita at 717-269-5485 or St. Benedict’s at
717-450-4506 x 10.
A fundraiser for Holy Family Radio AM 720: Knights of
Columbus Council 12404 and the Dinner Committee of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish in Enola are cooking and sponsoring a spaghetti
and homemade meatball Italian dinner Oct. 6 from 11:30 a.m. -2:30
p.m. Dinner includes salad with Italian dressing, Italian bread &
butter, all you can eat spaghetti, two church-made meatballs (1 per
child order), homemade dessert and coffee or soft drink. Eat in or
take out. Adults $10, children under 10, $5. Held in the Our Lady of
Lourdes Church Social Hall, Enola. All proceeds from this event will
go to assist Catholic radio in central Pennsylvania.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Council of Catholic Women in
Cornwall will host a Fall Fashion Fling Oct. 12 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
in the parish center. Fashions Presented by HEAD to TOE Boutique
of Annville. Light luncheon, trunk show. Tickets are $15. Call Sally at
717-228-2361, Lenora at 717-273-4981 or Rose Ellen at 717-9260268.

Parish &
Organization News

Shining Light Thrift Shop Celebrates 21 Years. The Shining
Light Thrift Shop, a clothing ministry of the Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick in Harrisburg, is celebrating its 21st anniversary. The ministry
works with 38 free agencies that send individuals who are in need
of clothing and domestic items. Each person receives approximately
$170 worth of free clothing and items. This all happens because
of generous donations. The shop is currently accepting fall/winter
clothing and lots of other items. Questions, call Marianne at 717234-2436.
Belle Voix Vocal Ensemble is holding auditions for all voice
parts (SATB) and membership in the ensemble. Belle Voix is
dedicated to the performance and promotion of choral music,
both accompanied and a cappella, in many styles and from
all periods of Classical Music. The ensemble has performed
in various parishes in the diocese. Rehearsals take place on
Wednesday evenings at Grace United Church of Christ on
Fourth Street in Hanover. The ensemble is part of the ecumenical outreach of Grace UCC. To schedule an audition or obtain
more information, contact Beth Pugliese, Artistic Director, 717487-1207, or belle_voix@comcast.net.
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Romanians Flock to Beatification
of ‘Major Apostolic Vagabond’
by the anti-Christian dictatorship, to be beatified
since 2010.
In the homily, Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes, described three
aspects of the martyr’s exceptional “pastoral love”:
His “ecumenical heart.” Blessed Ghika promoted
the unity of Christians long before it was fashionable.
Baptized as an Orthodox Christian, he converted at
age 29 in Paris, where he was ordained at age 50.
His service to the marginalized: Although descended from nobility on both sides, Blessed Ghika was
most concerned for refugees, prisoners of war, the
sick and wounded, for whom he ministered in France,
Romania, Italy, Japan and elsewhere.
In the words of Pope Pius XI, Blessed Ghika was a
“major apostolic vagabond” who, wherever he traveled, converted souls impressed by his godliness.
He suffered and died at the hands of “the pitiless
Stalinist regime,” as calm and devout as he had lived:
resisting torture, reciting the rosary, reassuring his
fellow prisoners. Warned to leave the country when
the communists took power in 1948, he refused to
abandon those in need.
Thirty direct witnesses testified to Blessed Ghika’s
holiness in the face of torture. The priest was beaten
so badly that he lost his sight and hearing, and his
captors set up mock firing squads to break his will.
“He found the presence of God everywhere, in all
things,” said Archbishop Ioan Robu of Bucharest.
“Nothing crushed him. His limitless charity is a model for the Year of Faith.”
“I don’t think I will see an event this beautiful again
in my life,” said Orthodox participant Radu Ciuceanu, incarcerated by the communists for 17 years.

By Victor Gaetan
Catholic News Service
A pavilion designed for trade fairs in Bucharest,
Romania, became Eastern Europe’s biggest church
when more than 10,000 people participated in the beatification of Msgr. Vladimir Ghika, tortured to death
at age 80 in 1954.
The Aug. 31 ceremony, broadcast live on Romanian TV, brought together the country’s two major
Catholic rites: Latin and Byzantine, whose members
use an Orthodox-style liturgy. Blessed Ghika had the
unusual authority, approved by Pope Pius XI, to celebrate liturgies in both rites.
As believers from across the country flowed into
the massive, round hall, volunteers greeted each with
a scarf to wear, printed with the martyr’s serene face
and signature white beard.
Hundreds of priests and bishops processed toward
an altar emblazoned in Vatican colors, yellow and
white, offset by a large red cross, the color of martyrdom, as a brass ensemble conveyed the solemnity
of an event marking a face-off between holiness and
brutality.
“He was treated worse than a dog in jail, this beautiful elderly priest,” said Hermina Idomir, an 80-yearold Romanian Catholic professor from Brasov.
“Everyone knew of his goodness – he started the
first free clinic in Bucharest, the first ambulance service. He was a prince but preferred the poor. And the
communists arrested him for writing a letter to the
pope,” said Idomir, shaking her head.
Blessed Ghika is the third Romanian priest, killed

CNS/COURTESY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BUCHAREST

Blessed Vladimir Ghika is pictured in an
undated portrait. Blessed Ghika, who converted to
Catholicism from Orthodoxy, was beatified as a martyr Aug. 31 in Romania, 59 years after dying from
cold and hunger in a communist prison.

Abbottstown Parish Offers Landings Ministry for Returning Catholics
Were you born and raised Catholic, but drifted
away for awhile? Many Catholics have been “welcomed home” through the Landings process.
Paulist Father Jac Campbell, founder of Landings,
points out that British pilots returning from combat
missions during World War II sought a secure place
to land. If they came under fire, they left and looked
for a safer landing strip.

If you’re considering a return to the faith, but
are looking for your safe landing strip, this process
could be just what you need. With the help of active
Catholics who are willing to listen, many non-practicing Catholics have found a non-threatening way
to return to the Church.
The Landings process will begin at Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown in just a few

weeks, and a team of kind-hearted volunteers are
eager to listen to your story and answer your questions. Two sessions will be offered: a morning session that begins Sept. 16 at 10 a.m. and an evening
session that begins Sept. 19 at 7 p.m.
For more information, or to register, contact Bernadine at 717-259-9006.

The Tour of the

September 15: A priest with two law degrees? This week
in our “Vocation Story” segment, you’ll meet Father Jordon
Hite, who lives in the Baltimore area but works in the Tribunal
at the Diocese of Harrisburg. Father Hite shares not only about
his legal credentials but also about his calling to the priesthood.
Correspondent Rose Atkinson features the Latin Mass community in her “Spotlight Report.” Listeners will hear about the
opportunities for those interested in attending a Latin Mass
at St. Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg and the background on
how and why this form of the Sacred Liturgy is observed.
What exactly is a Covenant? Father William Weary discusses a Covenant between a man and his wife, a person and the
Church, and a person and God during his “Perspective on the
Faith” segment.
Pope Francis recently made a telephone call to a woman
who was being forced into having an abortion. Listeners will
hear the story of that important call.
Hear the Top Ten List for Outstanding Catechesis. Parish religious education programs are a vital ministry in our diocese.
Jim Gontis, Director of Religious Education for the Diocese
of Harrisburg, shares how people are formed in their faith to
know the Lord Jesus more deeply.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the
Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM
720. It can be heard Mondays at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m.
on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM
1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at
8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM
1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at
8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWECFM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on
line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.
WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. or for download at
www.hbgdiocese.org.
Mark your calendars for the next WHYF AM 720
Radiothon. It is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 25. For more
information on WHYF AM 720, visit www.720whyf.com or
call 717-525-8110.

InternatIonal PIlgrIm
VIrgIn Statue
of our lady of fatIma
will commence November 1st
and conclude
November 21st, 2013.

The following parishes and locations
within the Diocese of Harrisburg
will be hosting Our Lady
during this time,

“The Year
Year of
of Faith.”
Faith.”
“The

St. Rita’s, Blue Ridge Summit .........................Nov. 1
St. Andrew the Apostle, Waynesboro ..............Nov. 1
St. Ignatius Loyola, Orrtanna .........................Nov. 2
Sacred Heart, Spring Grove ............................Nov. 3
St. Anthony of Padua, Lancaster ............. Nov. 3 & 4
Manor Care, Camp Hill ..................................Nov. 4
Good Shepherd, Camp Hill ...................... Nov. 4 & 5
St. Joseph, Danville ................................ Nov. 5 & 6
St. Joseph, Mechanicsburg .............................Nov. 7
St. Richard, Manheim ....................................Nov. 7
Mary Mother of the Church, Mt. Joy ..............Nov. 8
Prince of Peace, Steelton ................................Nov. 9

Assumption BVM, Lebanon....................Nov. 9 & 10
St. Leo the Great, Lancaster ................. Nov. 11 & 12
San Juan Bautista, Lancaster .......................Nov. 12
St. Anne’s Retirement Center, Columbia.......Nov. 13
Sacred Heart, Cornwall ........................Nov. 13 & 14
Divine Redeemer, Mt. Carmel ..............Nov. 14 & 15
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Marysville .........Nov. 15
St. Bernadette Mission, Duncannon .............Nov. 16
Seven Sorrows BVM, Middletown ... Nov. 16, 17 & 18
St. Francis of Assisi, Harrisburg ...................Nov. 18
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg .................Nov. 19
Historic St. Mary’s, Lancaster ..............Nov. 20 & 21

To learn more about the IPVS, go to www.pilgrimvirginstatue.com
IPVS_3.indd 1

9/5/13 5:46 PM

SEPTEMBER 13, 2013, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 15

Diocesan Runners Beat the Heat

Trinity’s Corey Lyden and Chase
Drawbaugh spirnt toward second
and third place finishes.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
On a hot, steamy Friday before Labor Day, diocesan cross
country runners gathered for the annual Diocesan Invitational
at Rudy Park just outside York.
Though they placed no runners in the top-three, the Squires
of Delone Catholic won the boys’ race, narrowly besting Trinity, Lancaster Catholic and Bishop McDevitt. The winner of
the race was Tommy Slotcavage of Lancaster Catholic, who
covered the hilly, slanted course in a time of 18:13 to beat
Trinity’s Corey Lyden and Chase Drawbaugh by a 100-meter
margin.
On the girls’ side, the Shamrocks of Trinity High easily won
the team title by topping Delone Catholic, Lancaster Catholic and York Catholic. Trinity’s Emily Dethlefs beat Delone’s
Kate Mowrey by nearly a minute to win the top ribbon.
Team meets for cross country run through September before the league championships are held in early and mid October. The District 3 championships are on Oct. 23 at Hershey’s
Parkview course and the state championships are held on the
same course a week and half later.

Lancaster Catholic’s
Tommy Slotcavage glides
into first place.
Trinity’s Emily
Dethlefs looks
forward to first
place as she
approaches
the finish line.

Delone Catholic’s Kate Mowrey
takes a second place finish.
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Annual Fishers of Men Dinner
October 4 at the Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg
Hors d’oeuvres will be served at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m.

Misa Diocesana de la Herencia Hispana
Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass
Cuándo/When:
Sunday, September 15, 2013 at 3:30 p.m.
Celebrante/Celebrant:
Reverend Bernardo Pistone

Former Episcopal Vicar for the Hispanic community / Anteriormente el Vicario Episcopal de la comunidad hispana
Pastor of Saint Francis Xavier Parish / Pastor de la Parroquia San Francisco Javier

Dónde/Where:
Saint Patrick Cathedral 212 State Street Harrisburg, PA 17101
The entire community is invited to celebrate the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month. The Holy Mass will be celebrated at
Saint Patrick Cathedral and it will be followed by a gathering at the Capitol. Come join us!
La comunidad está invitada a celebrar el inicio del Mes de la Herencia Hispana. La Santa Misa será celebrada en la Catedral de
San Patricio seguido por la oportunidad de confraternizar en el Capitolio. ¡Ven y celebra con nosotros!
Sponsored by/Auspiciado por el Apostolado Hispano:
Corpus Christi Parish

Immaculate Conception of BVM Parish (York)

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish/Saint Jude Mission
Saint Francis Xavier Parish

Saint Benedict the Abbot Parish

Saint Joseph Parish (Hanover)

Immaculate Conception of BVM Parish (Berwick)
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish

Saint Joseph Parish (Milton)

San Juan Bautista Parish

Para más información / For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/hispanicministry & (717) 657-4804

Year of Faith

Año de la Fe

Bishop William Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop
of Pittsburgh, will be the keynote speaker.

Seminarians will be present to serve you, and to share their journey toward
priesthood.
Cost is $150 per person, $800 for a table of six, and $1,000 for a table of eight.
Register at www.hbgdiocese.org/fishersofmen.
Many dioceses throughout the United States are facing the challenge of fewer
vocations to the priesthood. The Diocese of Harrisburg is faced with a different
kind of challenge – the need to provide solid seminary formation for an increasing number of men who are studying for the priesthood. What a wonderful challenge to be blessed with! As we have counted on your prayers for young men
considering a vocation to the priesthood, so now we need your financial help
in providing seminary formation for them. Let us meet this challenge together!

