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World and National News

U.S. House Passes Protect Life Act
Bipartisan Vote
Catholic News Service
The U.S. House Oct. 13 passed the Protect Life
Act, which applies long-standing federal policies
on abortion funding and conscience rights to the
health reform law.
The measure passed with a bipartisan vote of 251
to 172. Its chief sponsors were Rep. Joe Pitts, RPa., chairman of the Health Subcommittee of the
House Committee on Energy and Commerce, and
Rep. Dan Lipinski, D-Ill., who co-chairs the Congressional Pro-Life Caucus. The bill also had 144
co-sponsors.
“The health care law made it clear that the current way we prevent taxpayer funding of abor-

tion through annual riders is dangerously fragile,”
Lipinski said in January when the measure was introduced. “We must take action to prevent federal
funding for abortion under the health care law and
throughout the government, without exception.”
In a statement released Oct. 14, Deirdre McQuade, spokeswoman for the U.S. bishop’s prolife secretariat, said that by passing H.R. 358, “the
House has taken an important step toward authentic
health care reform that respects the dignity of all,
from conception onward.”
McQuade urged the Senate to likewise “help
make health care reform life-affirming.”
The Protect Life Act applies the Hyde amendment to health care reform “so federal funds will
not be used to subsidize elective abortions,” Mc-

Quade said, which brings the law “into line with
other federal health programs such as Medicaid and
the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program.”
It also “helps ensure that the government will not
pressure health professionals to participate in abortion against their medical judgment, moral convictions or religious beliefs,” she added.
In an Oct. 12 letter to Congress, Cardinal Daniel
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, chairman of the
bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, repeated his call to lawmakers to vote for the Protect Life
Act. “Please help give us a reformed health care
system that respects the life, health and conscience
of all,” the cardinal wrote.

Advance of Same-Sex Marriage
Deepens Concern for Religious Liberty
the state Supreme Court’s 2008 decision that legalized same-sex
marriage.
In addition to the normal exemption for clergy from participating in a same-sex marriage ceremony, Connecticut’s law has one
The widening campaign by gay rights advocates to promote
provision protecting fraternal societies from providing insurance
same-sex marriage as a civil rights issue is forcing Catholic and
benefits to anyone if doing so violates the free exercise of reliother religious institutions to confront charges of intolerance and
gion and another safeguarding the rights of a religious organizadiscrimination.
tion in the delivery of adoption, foster care or social services as
Also at risk, say church officials working on the legal front, is
long as government funds are not involved.
the way religious institutions and individuals opposed to same“In the long hours we ended up with a very strong religious
sex marriage conduct business from hall rentals to receiving
exemption,”
Culhane said. “We were very, very happy.”
government contracts for social services.
In Iowa, where the state Supreme Court ruled that same-sex
Recently, the Diocese of Peoria, Ill., withdrew from all statemarriage is legal, Tom Chapman, executive director of the Iowa
funded social service contracts, citing increasing clashes beCatholic Conference, said the church has been minimally aftween state law and church teaching on same-sex relationships.
fected by the court’s decision.
The Diocese of Rockford stopped offering state-funded adop“We have the same concerns a lot of places do and would
tions and foster care services when the Illinois civil unions leghave,” he said. “For example, Catholic schools in Iowa are acislation took effect June 1. Catholic Charities in the dioceses of
credited by the state. So anything that can be required in public
Joliet and Springfield and Catholic Social Services of Southern
schools can be required in Catholic schools as well.”
Illinois in Belleville also have been involved in legal proceedThe likelihood that the issue will be addressed by the legislaings with the state since then.
ture is slim, Chapman told CNS.
In 2006, Catholic Charities in San Francisco and Boston
“My own feeling is there is a desire on everybody’s part who
stopped adoption placements when laws required equal treatwants same-sex marriage to leave it alone because they don’t
ment of applicants in same-sex relationships.
want us to have a defense of marriage amendment or legislation
Elsewhere, including New York where a same-sex marriage
[that could restrict same-sex marriage],” he said.
law took effect July 24, church institutions are carefully monitorSuch an exemption in Illinois’ civil unions law failed to reing how such laws are being applied and are vigilant for threats
solve
the dilemma faced by the Peoria Diocese. The predicament
to religious liberty in the areas of taxes, housing, education and
arose when state Department of Children and Family Services
employment.
mandated that the diocesan Catholic Charities system end the
“The general issue is the definition of marriage creates many,
practice of referring adoptions and foster placements to samemany rights, not just one,” explained Anthony R. Picarello Jr.,
sex couples to another agency. Catholic Charities appealed, but
general counsel for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
lost in court, leading the diocese to back out of all state contracts
“So changing the definition of marriage creates changes throughfor social services.
out the legal system.”
Robert Gilligan, executive director of the Catholic ConferThose changes can affect a wide range of practices far beyond
ence of Illinois, told CNS that state
marriage such as whether:
law affords protections for religious
• A private individual can deny
practice, but that the state has the
renting an apartment to a same-sex
right to contract with any agency it
couple on religious grounds.
for the delivery of services.
• A public school teacher who The majority of states define marriage as the union of a man and a woman.
“The danger is that faith-based orrefuses to talk about same-sex marganizations will get crowded out of
permits civil
civil unions
riage as a justice issue can continue
has constitutional
has law
permits same-sex
the provision of services that are desto teach.
unions or domestic
will become
amendment
banning
marriage
perately needed,” he said.
• A counselor’s license can be repartnerships for
legal on
defining marriage
same-sex
Even with specific exemptions for
voked for declining to accept samesame-sex couples
Jan. 1, 2012
as the union of
marriage
sex couples as clients.
religious institutions, individuals evone man and one
• A religious organization that does
erywhere face possible infringements
woman
not recognize same-sex marriage
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That leaves states to follow their
announcement by the Justice Departown course on what actions are disment that it would no longer defend
criminatory and what are not and rethe Defense of Marriage Act – DOMA
* Oregon and California also have constitutional amendments defining marriage as the union of one man and one woman.
– because it is biased and prejudicial
ligious organizations guessing which
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By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

discriminatory as among the mounting challenges facing religious institutions opposed to same-sex marriage.
They basically suggested that any law that distinguishes between same-sex couples and different sex couples, whether it’s
for purposes of marriage or anything else, violates the Constitution if the government is doing it, [that] the government can’t
make those distinctions,” Picarello said.
“But all DOMA does is define marriage as it’s always been
defined,” he said. “The church stands behind that definition and
now the church has been lumped in with bigots and haters.”
For states to imply such a comparison is a major leap because
it dismisses religious tradition and the morality of same-sex relationships while portraying religious objections to same-sex marriage as equivalent to racial discrimination.
The religious liberty issue has largely been played out at
the state level. Same-sex marriage has been legalized through
legislation or by court decisions in Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Vermont and the District
of Columbia. Illinois and Rhode Island this year enacted civil
union laws; come Jan. 1 civil unions will become legal in Delaware and Hawaii.
In California, Proposition 8, a ballot initiative approved by
voters in 2008 to ban same-sex marriage remains in the courts
and may end up at the U.S. Supreme Court.
Same-sex marriage is banned by law or constitutional amendment in the remaining 40 states.
In states where same-sex marriage has been enacted by law, at
least a basic religious exemption has been included. The breadth
of the exemption varies with some jurisdictions offering a general exemption from performing same-sex marriages to more
wide-ranging protections like those in Connecticut that spell out
specific protections for religious institutions.
Michael C. Culhane, executive director of the Connecticut
Catholic Conference, lobbied for three exemptions following

State of Marriage
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Local Church News

Catechetical Conference Will Examine
New Translation of Roman Missal

Father Dennis McManus, Member of Vox Clara, Will Keynote
His presentation is on “Renewing Our
Participation at Mass through the New
English Translation of the Roman Missal.”
The new Roman Missal, which will be
implemented in the United States Nov. 27,
offers “a very teachable moment
in the life of the Church,” noted
James Gontis, Director of the
Diocesan Department of Religious Education.
“This time is a unique opportunity that’s been given to
us by the Church to catechize
people anew on the treasures
of the Mass. Even more important, we’ve been blessed
with a new translation that really emphasizes the beauty and
grandeur of the sacred liturgy
which uses more Biblicallybased language,” he said. “Together the two can’t help but lead
us to a deeper appreciation and awareness
of the mysteries being celebrated.”
The Catechetical Conference will also
feature 32 workshops across four afternoon
sessions offered by a full complement of

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The 2011 Diocesan Catechetical Conference will focus on the New English Translation of the Roman Missal.
The conference will be held
Nov. 12 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. It
is designed for catechists
who work to form youth
and adults in the faith, but is
open to anyone who wishes
to attend.
Registration and exhibits
will open at 8 a.m. Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden will be
the celebrant and homilist
for Mass that morning. The
theme of the conference is
“Do This in Memory of Me.”
Father Dennis McManus, a
theologian and a member of Vox
Clara, will be the keynote speaker. Vox
Cl
Clara
is the committee that advises the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Sacraments on English translations of the
liturgical texts.

outstanding speakers. Topics include an
introduction to YOUCAT, the youth catechism; building a culture of life; the call
to global solidarity; and teaching the faith
to children with disabilities.
The day will end with closing prayer
at 4:30 p.m.
The conference is one of the diocese’s
most highly-attended annual events, and

promises support and information for
catechists across all grade levels and lesson plans.
“This diocese has outstanding catechists and people who love the faith.
They love the truth,” Mr. Gontis said.
“They know this conference will give
them presentations and workshops that
will feed their souls.”

Diocesan catechetical conference
“Do this in Memory of Me”
November 12 from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Doors open at 8 a.m.)
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Principal celebrant and Homilist:
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden

Keynote Speaker:
Father Dennis McManus, Member of Vox Clara

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass ~ Keynote Presentation ~
32 Workshops in 4 Sessions ~ Exhibits ~ Closing Prayer
Registration fee is $30 and includes continental breakfast and lunch. Registration
is available online at www.hbgdiocese.org or by contacting Kathy Burger at 717-6574804, ext. 229
The Cardinal Keeler Center is accessible to persons with physical disabilities. If
you require other accommodations (sign language interpreter, assistive listening device, real-time captioning, large-print materials in Braille, etc.) of if you have special
dietary needs, contact Kathy Burger at the number listed above.

• October 21 – Confirmation, St. Andrew Church, Waynesboro
5:30 p.m.
• October 22 – Confirmation, Our Lady of Hope Church, Coal
Township, 10 a.m.
• October 2 – White Mass for healthcare professionals, St.
Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.
• October 24 – Preside at Morning Prayer, LARC Day of
Dialogue, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Confirmation, St. Joseph Church, Hanover, 5:30 p.m.
• October 25 – Pennsylvania Council of Churches 100th
Anniversary celebration, Trinity Evangelical Church, Camp
Hill, 1 p.m.
• October 26 – Catholic Charities Annual Luncheon,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, noon.; Ecumenical
Prayer Service to begin the Vigil for Peace, St. Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
• October 27 – Mass to conclude the Vigil for Peace,
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 8 a.m.
• October 29 – Confirmation, Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary, Elysburg, 10 a.m.; Bless Cemetery for Christian
Brothers, LaSalle Hall, Beltsville, Md., 4 p.m.
• October 00 – Solemn Profession of Sister Teresa Margaret of the Sacred Heart, Carmel at Elysburg, 9:30 a.m.;
Confirmation, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Church, Harrisburg, 3 p.m.
• November 1 – Mass and Pastoral Visit to York Catholic High School, 9:30 a.m.; Closing of 40 Hours, St. Aloysius
Church, Littlestown, 7 p.m.
• November  – Saint Thomas More Society Annual Dinner,
Allenberry Resort, 4 p.m.
• November 4 – Confirmation, Our Lady of the Visitation Church,

Shippensburg, 5:30 p.m.

World Vigil of Prayer for Peace
Join together with Pope Benedict XVI and Bishop Joseph P. McFadden in
commemorating the 25th anniversary of Blessed John Paul II’s Assisi Peace
Gatherings. On Wednesday, October 26, Bishop McFadden will open the Diocesan commemoration with an ecumenical Vespers service at Saint Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, at 7 p.m. Throughout the night, Catholics throughout
the Diocese of Harrisburg are asked to spend time in prayer and penance for
the cause of world peace and justice, making use of Diocesan Perpetual Adoration chapels. The Vigil for Peace will conclude with the solemn celebration
of the Holy Eucharist at Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, on Thursday,
October 27 at 8 a.m.

Perpetual Adoration chapels
hapels
St. Patrick , Carlisle, 140 East Pomfret Street
Corpus Christi, Chambersburg, 320 Philadelphia Avenue
Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Danville, Villa Sacred Heart
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg, 2848 Herr Street
St. Joseph, Lancaster, 440 St. Joseph Street
Annunciation BVM, McSherrystown, 26 North Third Street
St. Theresa, New Cumberland, 1300 Bridge Street
St. John the Baptist, New Freedom, 315 N. Constitution Avenue
Holy Spirit, Palmyra, 245 West Pine Street
St. Patrick, York, 231 S. Beaver Street
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Catholic Commentary

Education: A Matter of the Heart
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
As the first bell of the 2011-2012
school year rang throughout our area,
I was transported back several years
to a conversation I had with a fifth
grader who was ecstatic over the fact
that summer vacation had FINALLY
ended. Yes, he was happy to see
summer end! His joy was over the
fact that during the school year he
could socialize with his classmates
while his summer learning was limited to what HE was interested in perusing and not as collaborative as the
learning at school. He went on to explain how he enjoyed learning when
he could follow personal interests as
well as learn about history, math and
other “school stuff.”
This thought immediately reminded me of animation industry leader
Randy Nelson’s 2008 presentation
about Learning and Working in the
Collaborative Age; (http://www.edutopia.org/randy-nelson-school-tocareer-video). According to Nelson
(who’s been a top executive at both
Pixar and DreamWorks Animation),
members of a team who collaborate make the other members look
good. This energy allows the team
to be more creative than a team that
works only “cooperatively” on a
project. A cooperative team works
along parallel lines, conferring occasionally, as they develop project
pieces. A collaborative team is set up
so that the members constantly interact, bouncing ideas off of one another and creating synergy that produces
something never seen before, rather

Sister Geralyn Schmidt
Musings from a Catholic Educator
than a layering of individual ideas. The
collaborative approach requires the
team to work together heart and soul to
reach the ultimate objective.
Isn’t it heart and soul that we educators hope to ignite in every student?
We do that by teaching in ways that
spark a creative quest for learning and
a genuine love of God. St. John Bosco,
a 19th century Italian educator, writes:
“Remember that education is a matter
of the heart.” In other words, education
should make the heart thirst for what is
truly good and this goodness is rooted
in Christ. Pope Paul IV, in 1965 in Gravissmum Educationis writes:
Education ….. between pupils of
different talents and backgrounds promotes friendly relations and fosters a
spirit of mutual understanding; and it

establishes as it were a center whose
work and progress must be shared together by families, teachers, associations of various types that foster cultural, civic, and religious life, as well
as by civil society and the entire human
community.
The thirst for what is good unites all
of humanity into a community that is
joined at the heart. This is one of the
key ingredients to Catholic education.
The more we encourage and nurture
collaboration, the more we satisfy that
thirst.
The internet, social networking software and web 2.0 tools have paved a way
to connect with one another unlike any
other communication system in human
history. Connectivity allows students to
learn not only from experts in the field

but from other students as well. No
longer is one restricted to what can
be accomplished in close physical
proximity. But, to quote a comic
book superhero, “with great power
comes great responsibility.” We
have a duty, as educators, to instruct
our students to a higher good – one
echoed by the teachings of Jesus, not
just the good for me. With our guidance, they can become participants
in myriad collaborative communities
that can affect change for the betterment of society.
So how do educators ignite that
spark or hunger for good within their
students? St. John Bosco counsels
his educators, “Love what the youth
loves and they will love what you
love.” In other words, really KNOW
who your students are and enter into
their world. Don’t become their peer
but just give them a chance to talk
to you about their life. Allow them
to share their enthusiasm with you
and (most of all) incorporate their
excitement into the way you teach
your content and the ways they pursue learning in your classrooms and
schools.
Their eager interests should become guideposts for them to explore
new venues and make learning relevant to today’s world, to THEIR
world. They need to experience
your trust in them as they learn to
trust in you. Remember, you can be
the pathfinder who shows them the
many ways to experience the world
as community!
(Christian Charity Sister Geralyn
Schmidt is the School WAN Coordinator for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)

Life Issues Forum: The Hollow
Men and the Culture of Death

By Kimberly Baker
Special to The Witness

The culture of death so prevalent in
today’s society reflects the emptiness and
disillusionment so vividly expressed in
The Hollow Men by T.S. Eliot. This famous poem depicts a world of “stuffed
men” who do not fully live life, who go
through routine motions awaiting “death’s
twilight kingdom.” The lack of hope in

today’s secular culture is evidenced by
broken or non-existent family life and relationships, a breakdown of manners and
common courtesy in social interaction,
and indulgence in lavish lifestyles, sex,
food, and media as ways to escape the
emptiness.
As a result of this pleasure-seeking mentality, there is also a systematic effort to
suppress and eliminate the weaker, more
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vulnerable members of society who present inconveniences to others and are seen
as burdens. Legislative efforts to loosen or
abandon restrictions on assisted suicide,
euthanasia, and abortion are a direct result of the mindset that encourages us to
eliminate people who are inconvenient or
unwanted in our pursuit of pleasure. The
result? “Hollow men” trying to keep themselves entertained on the death march.
The poem’s vivid imagery likens the
world of hollow men to “a valley of dying stars.” Today’s dying stars are the
unique lives which are unappreciated and
disregarded by those who see them as
useless. Parents are encouraged to terminate “unhealthy” unborn life. If the “unhealthy” are already present in the world,
they are given the option to terminate their
own lives so they won’t be a burden to
others.
But eliminating the weak and defenseless will not lead to more happiness and
convenience; it will only lead to increased
fear and less freedom. When one category
of human beings, such as the unborn, the
elderly, or the sick are targeted for elimination, what is to prevent other human
lives from being considered less valuable
or worthy of protection? By what standard
is this decided? The elimination and disre-

gard of the weak and defenseless only puts
pressure on the “healthy” to work harder
to prove that their life has worth so they
too, will not be marked for elimination.
Pope Benedict XVI writes in his 2007
encyclical Spe Salvi (Saved in Hope):
“A society unable to accept its suffering members and incapable of helping to
share their suffering and bear it inwardly
through ‘compassion’ is a cruel and inhuman society” (#38). The ability to accept
those who suffer, those who are weaker
and more vulnerable, makes us more human. Christ himself demonstrated this nobility of heart in his treatment of the sick
and rejected members of society.
With Christ, we are no longer hollow
and empty; we are instead a people of
hope, and therefore a people of life. We
must not sit by idly as the “hollow men”
systematically create a culture hostile to
life at its most vulnerable stages. We must
strive every day to counter these efforts by
witnessing to the dignity and value of each
person.
((Kimberly Baker is a staff assistant for
the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. For
more information on the bishops’ pro-life
activities, visit www.usccb.org/prolife.)
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Local Church News
Governor Corbett Introduces
School Choice Plan to Benefit
Students, Community

Bishops, PCC Applaud
Governor’s School Choice Plan

By Joelle Shea
Special to The Witness

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden of the Diocese of Harrisburg applauded Governor
Tom Corbett’s recently released agenda for education reform.
“The governor’s program is a reasonable beginning to address the educational malaise that exists in the state especially for the children who are living in poverty with
few alternatives to often failing schools,” Bishop McFadden said. “At the same time
it recognizes the success of the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program
which has allowed the business community to support parents in their responsibility
by providing scholarships to poor and middle class families allowing them to access
schools that would be financially beyond their reach.”
Bishop McFadden has called for support of the governor’s effort to address the
need for quality education for all children in the State of Pennsylvania and a recognition that parents who are the primary educators of their children must have a choice
in selecting the best school that will allow their children to achieve academic and
societal success in the future.
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) reiterated the Catholic community’s
support of school choice and applauded the governor, who announced Oct. 11 his
plan to create a school voucher program and increase the already successful Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program.
“The Catholic community agrees with Governor Corbett’s call for action – students deserve access to educational opportunities that work for their learning needs
and parents have the right to choose the school that is best for their child,” said
Robert J. O’Hara, Jr., Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference.
“Economic or social barriers often prevent families from accessing the educational
options that would be best for them. A mandatory system in which students are assigned to a school based solely on geographic location is unjust and inequitable for
many students, especially those in low-income families.”
Under the governor’s school choice plan, parents would have access to more educational options for their children. EITC scholarships that already allow low and
middle income parents to send their children to non-public schools would expand.
With vouchers, qualified parents could move their children from a failing school to
another public school, a charter school or a non-public school.
“Two weeks ago, the Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania called school choice ‘a
defining social justice issue for our society.’ Educating each and every child to his or
her potential is our moral obligation,” added O’Hara. “The Bishops do not see school
choice as a public versus non-public school issue, but a family and child issue. Each
family should have a full range of educational options for their children; it is a civil
right for every parent.
“School choice reinforces that parents – not the state – are the primary educators
of their children. Now is the time for the Pennsylvania legislature to ensure that ideal
educational opportunities are accessible and available to all. The Catholic community
applauds Governor Corbett for his leadership on school choice. There are few priorities more important than educating for the future.”
Pennsylvania’s 500 plus Catholic schools together are the largest provider of nonpublic education in the Commonwealth. These schools educate both Catholics and
non-Catholics in an academically excellent and nurturing environment. This essential
service not only helps to create new generations of productive and engaged citizens,
but also by saves over $4 billion tax dollars annually.

From the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference

Speaking at a press conference at Lincoln Charter School in York Oct. 11, Governor Tom Corbett introduced an education reform package that includes two of the
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference’s main priorities: a pilot voucher program and an
increase to the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) scholarship program.
Governor Corbett, a former teacher, said the focus in education reform needs to be
“child, parent, teacher…and just in that order.” He was accompanied by several state
senators and representatives as well as Secretary of Education Ron Tomalis.
“I believe you need to crawl before you can walk, walk before you run,” said Corbett, who believes this education reform proposal provides “common ground” from
which Pennsylvanians can improve.
In a statement released on Sept. 28, the Catholic bishops of Pennsylvania said that
school choice “could herald a new, more just era for education in Pennsylvania – an
era in which we focus on the ideal educational environment for each student, not on
a mandatory system in which students are assigned to a school based solely on geographic location. The current treatment of these children, particularly children from
low-income families, is unjust and inequitable. Families are often prevented from
accessing the educational options that would be best for them because of economic
or social barriers.”
In addition to Governor Corbett, House Majority Leader Michael Turzai and Senate Majority Whip Pat Browne also spoke at the press conference. Representative
Turzai (R-Allegheny) said that the reforms discussed today are a start, “we have to
have the reforms, particularly in failing school districts, that can make a difference so
that we can expand the programs.”
Senator Browne (R-Allentown, Lehigh, Northampton) said that education reform
is “about one thing, it is about providing opportunities for our children…we need to
try different approaches and let those approaches compete.”
The specifics of the increase to the EITC program, which is currently funded at $75
million, have yet to be announced. An increase to the EITC will provide more low
and middle income families with the tuition assistance they need to create options in
education. The suggested pilot program for vouchers includes full opportunity scholarships to students in the bottom five percent of failing elementary and high schools
whose family income is at 130% or less of the federal poverty rate. That translates
to a family of four earning $29,000 each year. Further, students whose families earn
185% of the federal poverty level, or $41,000 each year, get 75% of the opportunity
scholarships.
Governor Corbett’s plan also includes a reform of Pennsylvania’s charter school
law and teacher evaluations. A vehicle for the education reform proposal has not
been determined; visit www.pacatholic.org for updates and to send a message to your
legislators in support of school choice.
(Joelle Shea is the Director of Outreach for the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
– the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses
of Pennsylvania.)

School Choice Supporters

PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. ANNE SCHOOL

Students from St. Anne School in Lancaster are among those
visiting their legislators in support of school choice. On Oct. 3,
four of St. Anne’s students visited Senator Lloyd Smucker (R-13)
to urge him to vote for school choice. Shown from left are Senator
Lloyd Smucker, Ajanae Kelley, William Amidon, Crimson Swinton
and Simone Reisinger.

Learn More, and Contact Your Legislator
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference offers a wealth of materials and
information on school choice, including a statement on school choice by
the Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania and up-to-date information on the
legislation. Find this information, as well as a direct link to contact your
legislator, at www.pacatholic.org. You can also follow the PCC on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PACatholic and on Twitter at www.twitter.
com/pacatholic. Even if you’ve previously sent a message to your legislator, please do so again.

Sacred Heart Benefits from EITC
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lewistown
recently received tuition assistance from donations made by local businesses via their
participation in Pennsylvania’s Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program.
Sacred Heart was among eight schools in
Mifflin and Centre counties to receive a portion of $70,000 presented by Motorola, RBC
Capital Markets and United HealthCare via
the Bridge Educational Foundation. The
school also received $1,000 from Kish Bank’s
participation in the EITC program.
The Educational Improvement Tax Credit
(EITC) program provides companies with a
75 percent tax credit for donations to a nonprofit scholarship or educational improvement
organization. The tax credit increases to 90
percent if the company commits to making the
same donations for two consecutive years.
In the photo at top, students, school leaders, government officials and representatives
of Motorola, RBC Capital Markets, United
HealthCare and the Bridge Educational Foundation gather for a check presentation to Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lewistown and
seven other schools via the EITC program.
Christian Charity Sister Marlene Weitzel,
principal of Sacred Heart, is near the center
of the second row, and Father William Weary,
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, is at the top
right.
In the photo at bottom, Kish Bank representatives Allana Hartung and Jim Schilling
stand with Sister Marlene and Sacred Heart
students Lawson Fitzgerald, Gianna Hoppel,
Abbey Davis, Chandler Rodriguez Soto, Mia
Rhodes and Adeleine Wilburne.
Information about the EITC program can
be found on the Web site of the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference at www.pacatholic.org or
on the Web site of the Diocese of Harrisburg
by clicking on “Giving/Development” and
then “Neumann Scholarship Foundation.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BUFFIE BOYER, LEWISTOWN SENTINEL
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‘A New Generation’ Lends Voice
to Pro-Life Masses and Rosary Rallies
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

S

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Pro-life faithful walk in a pro-life procession from Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg to a rosary rally
outside the Hillcrest abortion clinic in Harrisburg.

ince the inception of the pro-life rosary rallies in
Harrisburg 21 years ago, nothing has thwarted
the dedicated group from keeping a prayerful vigil
in front of the Hillcrest abortion facility on Saturday
mornings.
Not threatening skies, not icy sidewalks, not offensive gestures or words from those driving down Front
Street.
And on Oct. 8, not abortion activists either.
That morning, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden led a
peaceful crowd of pro-life faithful up Front Street
following the annual Diocesan Pro-Life Mass at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church. Impressive in
number, the clergy, religious, men, women, children
and Knights of Columbus stopped in front of Hillcrest,
where a dozen or so abortion supporters lined the property.
At the bishop’s cue, those in the pro-life contingent
raised their rosaries to their foreheads and began, “In
the name of the Father….”
In the group were Lebanon Catholic School students
Abby Shay, Sydni Chapman and Cesar Velazquez.
“There is a new generation concerned about the lives
of the unborn,” said Abby, a junior. “It’s important to be
here, to show that young people are against abortion.”
As they prayed the rosary, the students stood just a
few feet from the abortion advocates.
But they were not daunted. Instead, they said, they
felt even more determined in their stand for life.
“I’m glad the pro-abortion people were here when
we arrived because I like how we overtook them by our
numbers,” said Sydni, a junior who was participating in
her first rosary rally that day.
Carrying a sign that read “Women Do Regret Abortion,” Abby said that “Seeing the abortion supporters
with their signs about choice made me want to stay
here longer. Their signs made me sad, because they really have no idea about the truth of abortion.”
Cesar, a sophomore joining in the rosary rally for the
first time, said he welcomed the opportunity to witness
to life, even if it meant waking up at 6 a.m. on a Saturday morning.
“We don’t think of getting up early and coming here
as a sacrifice because we’re here for a good cause,” he
said. “I woke up this morning ready to come here.”

Lebanon Catholic students are regulars at the monthly pro-life Masses and rosary rallies in Harrisburg. Diocesan priests celebrate Masses once a month at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, and Father Frank Parrinello, Chaplain of the Mater Dei Latin Mass Community, celebrates Mass in Latin on the third Saturday of
the month at St. Lawrence Chapel. (Look for a listing
of Masses and rallies on the Diocesan Notebook page
in each edition of The Witness or under the “Respect
Life” link at www.hbgdiocese.org.)
“It’s so important to pray for an end to abortion,”
said Christina Stoner, a regular “prayer warrior at the
abortion mill.”
“If people can’t be out here with us, they can do an
hour of Adoration, or even an hour of prayer at home.
Prayer is absolutely key to pro-life,” she said.
The prayer rallies that take place in front of Hillcrest
on Saturday mornings are peaceful witnesses to the
sanctity of all human life.
“When we’re there praying the rosary as a witness,
I feel the presence of the Blessed Mother and I know
she is touching the hearts of the women entering there,”
Mrs. Stoner said. “There is always somebody whose
life is turned around by our presence.”
A registered nurse who educated school students
about abortion, Mrs. Stoner said “Chastity is a virtue
that must be promoted in our schools and to everyone”
so that people come to respect and view their bodies as
temples of the Holy Spirit. Disregard for chastity and
for the Sacrament of marriage, she said, contributes to
a culture that perpetuates abortion.
Mrs. Stoner said she is heartened by the youth who
attend the pro-life Masses and rosary rallies, including
those from Lebanon Catholic School.
“It’s critical to educate them about abortion, and to
get them to pray for an end to it. They’re our future,”
she said.
Lebanon Catholic religion teacher Julie Shuyler
noted that “Once you explain to students the horror of
abortion, they want to do something about it. If you invite young people to come here in support of life, they
will do it.”
She has been bringing Lebanon Catholic students to
the monthly Masses and rosary rallies for eight years.
She hopes that one day she can stop praying with
them at Hillcrest.
“You look at that building and you think, ‘This horror has to end,’” she said.

Lebanon Catholic School students Sydni Chapman, Abby Shay and Cesar
Velazquez witness to the sanctity of human life as they process up Front Street in
Harrisburg. Students from Lebanon Catholic are among the faithful pro-life contingent that attends the monthly pro-life Masses and rosary rallies in Harrisburg.

Enveloped by a statue of the Blessed Mother, members of the Knights of Columbus and Catholic faithful, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden leads pro-life supporters in
praying the rosary in front of the Hillcrest abortion clinic in Harrisburg Oct. 8. In his
homily during Mass prior to the rally, the bishop described the clinic as “another
Auschwitz.”

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat

Beginning Experience Weekend

For those Suffering from an Abortion

For Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

November 4-6, Canna Valley Inn Bed and Breakfast, Etters, PA

November 11-13 at Camp Hebron in Halifax

If you are suffering from the pain and hurt of an abortion experience, we invite you
to attend this healing weekend. If you are the mother, father, grandparent, sibling or
medical personnel involved with this experience, this weekend is for you. There is no
judgment, only love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness as we journey together to a
place that begins with the darkness of choice and ends in the healing arms of our Lord
Jesus. All inquires are totally confidential.
Register early, as there are three spaces open at this time. Call Joy at 717-788-4959
or e-mail RVpamd@gmail.com or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Beginning Experience weekends are an approved Roman Catholic Program designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation.
Hundreds of persons have been helped to move towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends. Weekends are led by persons who have
lost a spouse through death or divorce and who are trained facilitators.
Visit www.beginningexperience.org or www.hbgdiocese.org and click on “Family
Ministries.” For more information, or to talk to someone about attending, contact
harrisburgbe@gmail.com or call Larry Coleman at 717-512-2718 or Paula Smeigh
at 717-492-1858.
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Life Matters: Reproductive Technologies
From the USCCB Respect Life Program
Woven into the very fabric of married love is the desire to
bring children into the world. And among the most painful
and distressing problems a husband and wife can encounter
is the heartache and worry that arise when they find themselves with serious difficulties in conceiving a child of their
own.
Keri and Dan had always wanted to have children, but
their careers were going well and they decided to save up for
a house first. When they finally tried to conceive, they faced
the growing uncertainty and distress that one in six U.S. couples experience. They were struggling with infertility.
They may well have benefitted from thorough testing by
an experienced obstetrician. Medical science can remove
many of the causes of infertility—for example, correcting a
hormonal imbalance, unblocking a fallopian tube scarred by
pelvic inflammatory disease, or getting a dad to lose weight
and stop smoking. Healthier lifestyles, minor surgeries and
hormonal adjustments can allow parents to conceive a child
by helping their reproductive systems work as they were designed.
Unfortunately for couples like Keri and Dan, many fertility clinics today seem less interested in identifying and addressing the cause of infertility. Instead, they jump directly
to “in vitro fertilization” (IVF) where they attempt to control
all factors of timing, embryo creation, and selection— leaving little to nature. IVF is now a $3 billion industry. It is
largely unregulated, and seemingly unconcerned about the
long term health risks for women or children.
While it is understandable that a couple longing for a child
may try virtually anything to reach their goal, there are limits
to the morally good and legitimate means for pursuing that
goal.
The first and most obvious moral problem raised by
in vitro fertilization is that it invariably requires fertilizing
several eggs in the laboratory at the same time in order to
be marginally effective. Typically, some of the resulting embryos are implanted in the uterus in the hope that at least one
will survive. If two or more survive, many clinics offer to
later abort some babies (“selective reduction”) so the others have a better chance of surviving and complications are
reduced for the mother.
The embryos not implanted are then either discarded immediately or frozen for later use. Many do not survive the
freezing and defrosting processes. In reality, the great majority of embryonic children created by IVF will end up dead,
sooner or later. The tendency to commodify any babies that
are created in a lab can be seen in a recent blog post where
“urban moms” share their experiences:

I was in a similar situation. 37 at the time with many failed
iui [intra uterine insemination attempts] and ivf cycles. We
also had a 24 year old donor who produced 20 eggs to be
shared. I ended up having 2 put back [in the uterus] and for
about 5 seconds we were having twins. We ended up with one
healthy little girl and 3 embryos on ice.
What is lost here in the description of many failed technological attempts is that each procedure involved living human beings— individuals with unique DNA, who deserve to
be treated with the dignity of human persons. These embryos
already contained all that they needed to grow and develop
into playful, loveable children except for nutrition and the
safe environment of a womb. They should no more be frozen
or disposed of like laboratory waste than the rest of us. They
bear—as all human beings do—the image and likeness of
God, the Father of all.
A less obvious but profound wrong occurs in the separation between the sexual act and the conception of the child.
When a man and a woman come together in marriage to
bring forth new life, they are acting as “cocreators” with
God—“pro-creating” in cooperation with his unique power
to create life. In truth, a child is God’s gift to the parents. But
when eggs and sperm are harvested from their bodies and
brought together in a laboratory, the couple does no more
than supply the raw material for a technician to produce the
child, grow him or her in a nutrient culture and insert the
child into the mother’s womb. This is done in exchange for
many thousands of dollars, and at risk to the mother (or egg
donor) and substantial risk to the children conceived.
The deeper meaning of sexual intercourse – uniting the
couple in a love so generous and powerful that it allows God
to bring forth a new child, destined to live for eternity – is
lost in the process. A child has a right to be conceived by an
act of love of his parents, not from a laboratory process that
amounts to an act of manufacturing new life.
It is easy to see how this mentality enables other abuses
as well, resulting from the desire to “manufacture” the best
product most efficiently. Embryos produced in a laboratory
can be pre-screened for genetic defects or a predisposition
to certain diseases, or even for gender and eye color, and
thrown out if they fail quality control.
Sometimes couples are willing to pay more for a greater
likelihood of high intelligence, attractiveness, and athletic
ability in the child they desire. That is why a bright, athletic
coed from Stanford may be offered $50,000 to sell her eggs,
while other “donors” earn less than $5,000 per harvesting
cycle.
Sometimes use is made of a “surrogate” mother who
agrees to have someone else’s embryos implanted in her
uterus, to deliver the child, and be paid for giving him or her

to a couple or individual.
Giving a whole new meaning to “outsourced,” the hottest
destination for exploiting poor women is now India. One online ad boasts: “We have over 100 Surrogates in our agency
available to carry your baby!” Another reads: “40-70% less
than U.S. programs! Don’t wait!” A third: “Same Sex? Want
a Baby? As Seen on TV. We provide Low Cost Surrogates
in India.”
As a result of this rush to manufacture life in the laboratory, our country now faces the terrible dilemma of what to
do with the hundreds of thousands of frozen embryos stored
in laboratories, most of which will never be implanted or
allowed to survive. Those that are allowed to be born may
suffer from grave birth defects at double the rate of children
conceived naturally.
Nonetheless, every child conceived by in vitro fertilization is truly deserving of respect and love: Each is a human
person, regardless of the manner of conception. The problem
is that the way they are brought into the world does not live
up to their dignity.
And no matter how dearly they are loved by the parents
who take them home, children who learn that one or both of
their biological parents were no more than DNA donors often write poignantly of their efforts to find their identity and
family history. Sometimes they discover that their biological
dad was a serial donor whose sperm was used in creating
dozens of siblings all across the country, and who has no
interest in getting to know any of them.
Keri and Dan embarked on IVF, not fully understanding
the serious health risks involved in the various drugs used,
including drugs to hyper-stimulate ovaries so that multiple
eggs can be harvested. They did not understand that, at age
35, their chance of bringing a baby home was only 25% per
treatment cycle. They did not understand they would be on a
rollercoaster of hope and disappointment, and eventually despair. They did not expect the emotional and financial stress
of each failed cycle, or the guilt related to the loss of their
embryonic children.
In time, Keri and Dan discovered that God’s loving plan
for them was to become the adoptive parents of siblings
whose biological parents weren’t able to provide for their
needs. Others have found that medical care can help them
conceive without the high medical and moral costs of IVF.
For still others, the desire to nurture children may be fulfilled
in mentoring, coaching or teaching.
People must come to understand that reproductive technologies like IVF put the lives of women and children at
risk. As Christians, we must all stand for the dignity of every
human life as gift from God, not as a product to be manipulated or mistreated even with the best of intentions.

Relics of St. Margaret Mary,
St. John Neumann to Visit Diocese

Several parishes in the Diocese of
Harrisburg will host relics of St. Margaret Mary and St. John Neumann in
October and November. Relics are
portions of bodies of the saints, clothing or articles they used in life, or articles that have touched their remains.
Come venerate the relics of St.
Margaret Mary and experience in a
new way the mercy and power of the
Heart of Jesus. The relics will be visiting these parishes from Oct. 29-Nov.
3: St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, Harrisburg; Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Lebanon; Sacred Heart
of Jesus, Lancaster; St. Joseph the
Worker, Bonneauville; Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Fairfield; and Saint Rita, Blue
Ridge Summit.
Accompanying the relics of St.
Margaret Mary will be Father Antoine
Bergeret, priest of the Emmanuel
Community, chaplain of the Sanctuary
of Paray-le-Monial,France, the city of
the Sacred Heart, and Richard Borgman, former protestant pastor, lay missionary of the Emmanuel Community.
It was at Paray-le-Monial that Jesus
appeared to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690), revealing to her
His Heart burning with love for man.
A young girl from the region, Margaret Mary, entered the Monastery of
the Visitation in Paray-le-Monial in

1671, aged 24 years. She experienced
numerous apparitions which were
confirmed by her confessor, a Jesuit,
Saint Claude La Colombière. Jesus requested the introduction of the Feast
of the Sacred Heart, which would take
place every year in June. Following
these apparitions, the spirituality of
the Sacred Heart spread throughout
the whole world. Saint Margaret Mary
was canonized on 13th May 1920, and
Saint Claude La Colombière on 12th
May 1992.
Venerate the relics of St. John Neumann at Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon Nov.
13-16. Redemptorist Father Richard
Boever, an expert on St. John Neumann, will preach both missions. A
native of modern-day Czech Republic,
Neumann came to the United States
to serve as a missionary to the German immigrants who lacked pastoral
care. He was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of New York, and later joined
the Redemptorists, becoming the first
member to profess vows in the New
World. He became the fourth Bishop
of Philadelphia in 1852, and served
the vast diocese for eight years until
his death in 1860. During his episcopate, Harrisburg was part of the Philadelphia Diocese, and he visited a number of local parishes.

Relics Schedule
St. John Neumann Relics
Nov. 13-16, Assumption BVM Church, Lebanon
Parish Mission at 7 p.m. each evening
St. Margaret Mary Relics
St. Margaret Mary Church, Harrisburg
Oct. 29-Oct. 30 (8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m. Masses, 3 p.m. Confirmation Mass
with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden); 7 p.m. Service
Assumption BVM Church, Lebanon
Oct. 31. 9:45-10:55 a.m. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 11 a.m. Mass, 2 p.m.
catechetical presentation, 7 p.m. Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
throughout the day and night.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Lancaster
Nov. 1, 8:30 a.m. Mass with School Children, and 6 p.m. Mass
Nov. 2, 8:30 a.m. Mass
St. Joseph the Worker Church, Bonneauville
Nov. 2, 7 p.m. Mass
Immaculate Conception BVM Church, Fairfield
Nov. 3, 8 a.m. Mass, 6:30 p.m. Evening Prayer
Saint Rita Church, Blue Ridge Summit
Nov. 4, 9:00 a.m. Mass
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Bishop McFadden Celebrates
Mass for Fire Ravaged Parish

The autumn sun shines through the trees
at the site of Our Lady of Refuge Church.
Among those buried in the church cemetery
are Doylesburg’s town founder and family
members, Civil War veterans and members
of Our Lady of Refuge Church.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

T

hree hundred years ago, the Tuscarora
Native Americans traversed Path Valley and used the great valley as a trading route
to buy and sell goods with frontier white settlers. And if you have the curiosity to seek,
you can still find the original road trace of
the trade route which was laden down by the
incessant pounding of horses’ hooves.
Today, Path Valley remains ever bucolic
with the landscape dotted by sparsely settled
farms that are immersed in fog on cool autumn mornings. Ninety-nine percent of the
valley residents are non-Catholics with many
Amish and others of plain faith traveling
the country roads by horse and buggy. And
connecting the valley are quiet hamlets such
as Dry Run, Spring Run and Doylesburg
– where in 1790 a priest from Ireland named
Father Dennis Cahill visited the town and celebrated Holy Mass at the Doyle homestead
where a decade later a log church was built
and was deeded to the Diocese of Philadelphia. In 1852, a beautiful brick church was
erected and it became a mission church for
the Diocese of Harrisburg when the diocese
was formed in 1868.
That humble brick mission church, Our
Lady of Refuge, stood until September 11,
2011, when in the dark of night, fire con-

sumed the entire interior of the church. The
heat was so intense, one firefighter noted a
day later as the embers still smoldered, that
the stained-glass windows exploded from the
intense heat built up. When firefighters arrived at 4 a.m., the wooden cross, which was
long a fixture above the altar, was strikingly
ablaze in the inferno.
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden made a pastoral visit to Doylesburg on October 9 to
celebrate Holy Mass at the town’s humble
community center that feels more shed than
church. More than 100 faithful filled the
center for Mass, which was concelebrated
by pastor, Father James O’Brien of Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg – located
some 30 miles to the south of Doylesburg.
“The Lord never gives us a cross that he
does not give us the grace to handle,” Bishop
McFadden said in his homily. “There is one
constant in life – The Lord loves us. We are
the Church of the Eucharist.”
After Mass, Bishop McFadden visited
with parishioners and then toured the burned
out shell of the 160- year-old church, which
is surrounded by a graveyard that includes
tombstones that date back to the American
Revolution. The town’s founder and family
are buried there and the burial grounds are
also the final resting place for a number of
Civil War veterans who fought for the 202nd
Pennsylvania Volunteers.
Bishop Joseph
P. McFadden
meets Lydia
Imes and son
Paul of Our Lady
of Refuge in
Doylesburg after
celebrating Mass
for the Catholic
community in the
town’s community center Oct.
9. The bishop
visited the faithful there in the
wake of a fire
that destroyed
the 158-year-old
church.

Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden looks
through the shell
of a window into
Our Lady of Refuge
Church, which was
consumed by fire
on Sept. 11 of this
year. The fire was
determined to be
accidental.
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Father James O’Brien, left, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, and
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden stand before the brick edifice of Our Lady of Refuge
Church. No decision has yet been made regarding its rebuilding.
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Historic St. Ignatius
Celebrates
Parish Centennial

A statue of St. Ignatius of Loyola graces the grounds of the
parish named for him in Buchanan Valley. Born to a noble family in
the Basque region, he served as a solider and underwent a religious
conversion while recovering from wounds. St. Ignatius is the founder
of the Society of Jesus – the Jesuits – whose members built the
Buchanan Valley church.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The morning sun peeked through rustling trees in rural Buchanan Valley Oct. 16, casting an autumnal light over the historic St. Ignatius Loyola Church nestled there. On the church’s
scenic grounds, Catholic faithful – some whose families go
back several generations in the valley – gathered to joyously
mark their parish’s centennial anniversary.
Outside the 194-year-old brick church, a Knights of Columbus Honor Guard lined up to lead the procession for Mass, celebrated by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden. As the congregation
filled the picturesque church, leaves fell from the trees, signaling the change of season.
“Think about all the change in this beautiful valley in the past
100 years,” Bishop McFadden told parishioners in his homily.
“But also think of the constant of Jesus Christ here as well.
Christ is here, here in the Eucharist. That has not changed.”
St. Ignatius Church has stood as a place of worship since
1817, nearly a century before being established as a parish. In
the 1700s, the growth of the Pennsylvania territory spread into
what was then known as Pleasant Valley (in 1856 it was named
Buchanan Valley after the 15th President of the United States).
Jesuit priests laid the cornerstone for the church on Oct. 10,
1816, and the first Mass was celebrated there a year later. They
named it St. Ignatius Loyola after the saint and founder of their
order. The church is the third oldest in the diocese.
The Jesuit priests served the “Mountain Church” until 1858,
when Gettysburg, Fairfield and Buchanan Valley were joined
under one charge with the pastor in Gettysburg. In 1873, St.
Ignatius became a mission of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg.
In the fall of 1911, St. Ignatius was proclaimed a parish by
Bishop John W. Shanahan, third Bishop of Harrisburg. The first
resident pastor was Father William Howard. Succeeding pastors were Father Patrick Sullivan, Father Jules Foin, Father William Whalen, Father Mark McElwee, Father Daniel Crowley,
Father Joseph Gotwalt, Msgr. Louis Yeager, (Father Gommar
DePauw assisted Msgr. Yeager for more than ten years) Father
Thomas Gralinski, Father John Paukovits, Father Carl Steffen
and Father Kenneth Smith. The current pastor is Father Daniel
O’Brien.
St. Ignatius Parish plans to celebrate the 200th anniversary of
its historic church in 2017.
In his homily during the parish anniversary Mass, Bishop
McFadden spoke of the happiness found in lasting love.
“Money does not make us happy, though some believe it.
Things get old and rust, they do not make us happy. The love of
God is eternal, lasts forever. That is what makes us happy. Do
not be afraid of giving your life to the Lord,” the bishop said.
He thanked the parishioners “for the work of your faith, for
your labor of love here in the parish, for how you love one another and help one another.
“When you love someone, it’s not what you say always, it’s
just being with each other, comforting and helping that shows
true love,” he said.

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
joins Knights of Columbus
and parish altar servers as
they process into St. Ignatius
Church for the parish’s 100th
anniversary Mass Oct. 16. The
historic church was built in
1817, nearly a century before
the parish was established.

Kristen Deardorff, Katie Dabney
and Paula Bauder meet Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden following
the 100th anniversary Mass.

10 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, October 21, 2011

Catholic Sports Report

Mighty Macs Movie Inspires

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Lancaster native Katie Hayek and original Mighty Mac Theresa Shank (whom Hayek portrays in the film)
encourage students at St. Anne School in Lancaster to follow their dreams in life during a special school
assembly Oct. 12.

I

Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

swered she was a shooting guard. Immediately, another student asked, “Did you really shoot the basketball
in the film?” Ms. Hayek explained that in one scene,
though she had to shoot and miss the first foul shot,
she did have to shoot and make the second. There are
special choreographers who arrange the basketball
games they play in the movie, she said.
Mrs. Shank shared with the student audience how
college basketball has changed from the time she
played. There were no scholarships, and no special
training practice. “Coach Rush would tell us what to
do to train.” And she told the students that yes, as in
the film they really did wear goofy looking uniforms.

Mrs. Shank also shared that she and her team have
a friendship that has lasted the years since they
graduated college. They still occasionally meet
and after a brief catch up, it feels like nothing has
changed.
As I listened to Mrs. Shank continue to speak
about the team, it was clear she and Ms. Hayek
must have spent some time together, because in the
film it seems they are the same person. Ms. Hayek’s
tone of talking, facial expressions, and general body
language really seem to mimic that of Mrs. Shank.
“Everyone said we couldn’t win, we won and we
continued to win. Don’t let anyone tell you what
you can’t do,” Mrs. Shank told the students. She
continues to have an unbelievably optimistic outlook and shared it with the students at St. Anne.
This movie will have you leaving the theater feeling the same way; the optimism and overall sanguinity is contagious. It will also leave you with
some amazing and inspirational quotes to carry
through life.
Even at age 13, after seeing “A League of Their
Own,” I still remember my favorite inspirational
quote which I wrote on the inside of my day planner in college, probably not word for word, it’s
what I remember: It’s supposed to be hard, because
if it were easy everyone would do it. It’s the hard
that makes it great.
“The Mighty Macs” left me with another great
quote: “If we didn’t have to struggle we could
never harvest the glory.” What’s even better is that
the director doesn’t hide religion. Such lines as
“sometimes God is very obvious” and “Jesus likes
to dance” really let in the reality that Immaculata is
a Catholic College supervised by a group of Sisters.
The director shows prayer, and the Sisters are quick
witted, articulate and hard working, much like the
Sisters that I meet every day.
It’s a motivational film with a good faith-based
and Catholic undertone, not just a basketball movie. I would suggest it to any parent. Even if your
child is into music, dance, math league, this movie
is about following your dream, whatever that dream
may be.

remember seeing the movie “A League of Their
Own” when I was about 13. It had already been
to theaters and on videotape (remember those blocks
of film we used to watch movies from?) I remember it was summer time and I remember seeing the
movie and thinking “Those women are amazing.”
I had the same thought three weeks ago when I was
privileged to watch a sneak preview of “The Mighty
Macs” which will be in theaters October 21. I was
immediately moved within the first five minutes,
listening to a radio program as women’s basketball
Coach Cathy Rush drives to Immaculata College for
the first time. The radio announcer quotes a woman,
“We should be training to be doctors, not training to
marry doctors.” In that one sentence, I had a feeling this movie would be motivational, and show
our young ladies of today that many great women
worked extremely hard for equality.
This film takes place in 1972 at Immaculata University, when the rules for women’s basketball had
just changed: the game would be played full court
with a 30 second shot clock, “similar to men’s rules,
except we will play as a team,” says Coach Rush,
played by Carla Gugino.
This film is a story about a coach with a passion
for basketball and a spirit to win, and a team who
trusted that spirit. Will it win an Academy Award?
Not with an Academy seeming to have drama on the
brain. This is a feel good movie for all ages; though
I think it will most be enjoyed by those 12 and older.
And to top off things, this film stars an actress from
right here in Central Pennsylvania.
Katie Hayek, a graduate of St. Anne School and
a basketball star at Lancaster Catholic High, is now
pursuing an acting career after playing college ball
and studying drama at the University of Miami.
She and the original 1972 Mighty Macs basketball
star she portrays in the film, Theresa Shank, visited
St. Anne’s on Oct. 12. They spoke a little about the
movie, the students watched a 10-minute sneak peak
and then the women answered questions of the stuEMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOILC WITNESS
dents.
St. Anne School students line up to receive autographs from Katie Hayek and Theresa Shank after their preChris from St. Anne’s asked Ms. Hayek, “What sentation about the inspirational move “The Mighty Macs,” which tells the story of the women’s basketball
position did you play [in college]?” Ms. Hayek an- team at Immaculata College on the road to the 1972 championships.
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Local Church News

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes:
ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: James
Cochrane.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Judy Decker, James Lewis.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Elizabeth
Gardosik, Ann McCormick, Antonio
Morrone.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Gladys Deglas,
Natasha Haulman.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Mae A. Kochert.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of Hope:
Anthony Petroski, Florence Uhrin.
COLUMBIA – St. Peter: Joyce A. Lesley.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Richard C. Zimmer.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Margie Hickey.
DUNCANNON – St. Bernadette:
Raymond Simoncelli.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Charles Carnaggio, Ryan Jansen, Shelly
Ann Ramirez.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Charles
Eveland, Janet Gray, Anna Miller.
HARRISBURG – Holy Name of Jesus:
Nancy Zimitski; St. Catherine Labouré:
Raymond Magaro, Katherine Pagano.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Jane
DeLuce, Mary D. Gasper, Lydia Kelso,
Geraldine Rish, Mary Robenseifner.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Irene
Dumchock, Anna Pupo, Rita Stewart.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Marie Mann, Elizabeth (Betty) Panik,
Helen M. Polansky; St. Anthony of Padua:
Gerard Eppley, Richard Kenneel, Robert
Marouchoc, Marianna Spadle.
MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of Good
Counsel: Betty Kozak, Anna Seckinger.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Richard J. Lawrence.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton: Josephine Walunas; St. Joseph:
Albert Amicucci.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Elizabeth Fish, Kathaleen
Goodwin, Mary Pollock.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Daniel R. Wychock.
MOUNT JOY – Mary, Mother of the
Church: Gerald A. Judge, Joan de Vitry.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Ruth Sullivan.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Nancy
Rodriguez.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Elizabeth
Nace.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Benjamin
L. SanFellipo.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM:
Anthony Hoffman; St. Joseph: Donald J.
Eline.

Father Joseph William Oppitz
Redemptorist Father Joseph William Oppitz
died Oct. 6 in the St. John Neumann Residence
at Stella Maris in Timonium, Md. He was 85.
Born in Baltimore, he was ordained a priest
on June 21, 1953 in Esopus, N.Y. He received
a doctoral degree in philosophy from the Angelicum in Rome and taught at various levels
in the Redemptorist seminary formation system of the Baltimore Province and at Dunbarton College in Washington.
Father Oppitz served as a parish priest in
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and Annapolis, Md. From 1986-1993 he served as a
missionary and part-time parish priest in Ephrata. He retired to the St. John Neumann Residence in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., in 2000 and
then to Stella Maris in Maryland.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Oct. 11 in
the chapel at Stella Maris.

Sister M. Frances
deChantal Murray
Sister M. Frances deChantal Murray R.S.M.,
a member of the Sisters of Mercy - Mid-Atlantic Community, died Oct. 7 in Holy Spirit
Hospital, Camp Hill. She was 76.
The former Mary Ann Murray was born in
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in 1935. She was a graduate of Harrisburg Catholic High School. She
received a degree in music education from
College Misericordia, Dallas, Pa., and her
Master’s degree in music education from
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh.
She entered the Sisters of Mercy in Dallas,
Pa., in 1952 and professed her solemn vows
on Aug. 16, 1958. With the exception of a
few years in Bayside, N.Y., Sister Frances de
Chantal spent her entire religious life ministering in the Diocese of Harrisburg. In the Catholic schools of Harrisburg, New Cumberland,
Carlisle and Steelton, Sister Frances served as
principal, administrator, and beloved elementary teacher for more than 50 years. She served
more than 30 of these years at the former St.
James Parish in Steelton, and currently Prince
of Peace Parish, Steelton, where she was recently appointed the Coordinator of Religious
Education.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Oct. 13
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Mercy
Center, Dallas, Pa. Burial was in Resurrection
Cemetery, Harrisburg.

Sister Josephine of St. Teresa
Sister Josephine of St. Teresa of the Community of Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Danville, died Sept. 10 at Emmanuel Center in
Danville. She was 90.
Born Ida Klara Koeppel in Widnau, Switzerland, she came with her family to America,
where they settled in Lebanon. She was educated in Lebanon’s Catholic schools. She entered the Carmelite Monastery in Loretto, Pa.,
in 1948. In 1953, she and five other nuns made
the foundation in Mount Carmel, and the community moved to the monastery in Elysburg in
1961. Sister Josephine devoted many years to
the translation of the works of Edith Stein (St.
Teresa Benedicta), a Discalced Carmelite nun
and German Jew.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Sept. 15 in
the Maria Hall Chapel, Danville.

Sister Zetta LaVallee
School Sisters of Notre Dame Sister Zetta
LaVallee died at Lourdes Health Care Center
in Wilton, Conn., Sept. 21, two days after 90th
birthday.
Born Mary Jacqueline LaVallee in Moosup,
Conn., she entered the Congregation of the
School Sisters of Notre Dame in 1939 and
earned a bachelor’s degree in education in
1962 from what is now Notre Dame of Maryland University in Baltimore.
During her years in education ministry,
Sister Zetta taught at schools in New Jersey,
Florida and Virginia. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, she taught at St. Margaret Mary School
in Harrisburg from 1949-1961. For three decades, she ministered at Epiphany Parish in
Venice, Fla., conducting parish ministry and
being a companion to the aged. She moved to
Villa Notre Dame in Wilton in 2008.
The funeral Mass was celebrated in the chapel at Villa Notre Dame on Sept. 24.

Please pray for the following clergy who
died in October during the past 25 years:
Deacon Leo Beaston, 1989
Msgr. Francis McCullough,1990
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009.

Elysburg Knights Present AED to Parish
Grand Knight Vic Lisiewski and Past Grand Knight Lou Odorizzi representing the
Father Charles R. Slough Knights of Columbus Council 14161 of Elysburg presented
a new 2011 Automated External Defibrillator (AED) to Father Alfred Sceski, pastor, after Mass Oct. 9. The AED will be available at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Church in case of any cardiac emergency.
Julie Lisiewski, R.N., instructed and certified nine adults in CPR and the use of
the 2011 AED. She followed the Heart Saver course provided by the American Heart
Association. Julie is a certified instructor who did an excellent job in preparing the
people in both areas Sept. 25. These people will be qualified to use the Defibrillator
in an emergency at the Church.
Julie will provide another training session Nov. 20 in the Knights of Columbus
Hall. The training will be open to all parish members. The Council purchased the
AED unit and provided training to enhance the overall wellbeing of the parish community.

Jewish-Christian Study/Dialogue to Focus on Isaiah
“Sharing Isaiah: Common Prophecies, Contrasting Messages” will be offered Oct.
26, and Nov. 2, 9, and 16 from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Beth El Temple in Harrisburg.
The Jewish-Christian dialogue is convened by the Jewish-Christian Dialogue Project
of The Religion and Society Center, and promoted by the Harrisburg Diocesan Office
of Ecumenism and Interreligious Affairs.
The Oct. 26 topic is “Where Are You, God?” and features presenters Rabbi Carl
Choper and Father James Lease. The topic for Nov. 2 is “Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye”
and features presenters Rabbi Eric Cytryn and Rev. Brooks Schramm, Ph.D. The Nov.
9 session examines “Messiah: God or Man” with presenters Rev. Deborah Volker and
Rabbi Eric Cytryn. The topic of the Nov. 16 session is “Good News” with presenters
Dr. Andrea Lieber and Father James Podlesny, O.S.B.
Cost, which includes lunch, is $15 per session. Register at mail@religionandsocietycenter.org or 717-232-5195. For general information about the sessions, contact
Deacon Charles Clark in the Diocesan Office of Ecumenism and Interreligious Affairs at 717-657-4804 or dcclark@hbgdiocese.org.

NET Ministries Celebrates 30 Years of Proclaiming
the Gospel; Plans More Sessions for Diocesan Youth
For 30 years, NET Ministries has trained teams of young adults to proclaim the
Gospel of Christ across the country through personal witness of faith to junior high
and high school youth through retreats. These teams of young adults ages 18-28 live
out of one suitcase each while spending nine months on the road leading retreats at
various parishes and schools. This year, NET Ministries has nearly 120 young adults
split into 11 teams who have given nine months of their lives to serve the Lord and
proclaim the Gospel to youth.
The ministry’s first team traveled around Minnesota, conducting youth retreats.
Since then, the program has evolved to include teams in the United States and other
countries that fan out to lead retreats, do community service work and share the Gospel message in a vibrant and dynamic way.
NET Ministries first reached the Diocese of Harrisburg in 2007. Since then, the
ministry has conducted 44 retreats for four years and reached approximately 3,849
youth in the area. This year, with an invitation from Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, one
of the teams will be in the Diocese of Harrisburg from Nov. 25-Dec. 13, and again
from Feb. 14-24 to encourage local Catholic youth to take a more active role in their
faith. Each retreat features small group discussions, large group presentations, prayer
ministry, lively games, dynamic music, dramatic and funny skits, and inspiring talks
to motivate the teens to be unafraid to accept God in their lives.
Dates may still be available for retreats. Contact scheduling@netusa.org or 651450-6833 to schedule a retreat for the youth in your parish or school.
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Young Church in Action

Sacred Heart School
Launches Green Team Club
From Sacred Heart School in Lancaster
Get ready for the Green Team. Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster has a new afterschool club that offers fourth- to eighth-graders
a chance to dig into gardening, explore where their food comes from
and learn more about ways to reduce, reuse and recycle.
In August, youth began their first major project – building and planting raised beds for a vegetable garden in a side yard of the school.
It marked the start of the school’s “seed-to-table” program, inspired
by the work of chef and author Alice Waters and meant to raise students’ curiosity about the food they eat and how food is grown.
“I live in the city, and a lot of the children who attend the school
live in the city,” said club leader Stacie Seifert. “Sometimes, going
to the grocery store, it’s not very obvious where the food does come
from and what’s done to it before it ends up there.”
Through the project, children can see all stages from the garden to
the table – and taste the difference in food “that hasn’t traveled 1,000
miles,” Seifert noted. As youth on the Green Team focus on growing
and using the vegetables, teachers at Sacred Heart School will be able
to use the garden as a laboratory to enhance experiential learning of
their curriculums with opportunities for learning in science, nutrition,
finance, spirituality, math and language arts.
The Green Team is not all about dirt. In addition to gardening, students will be active in other projects, including setting up a reclamation station, where specific items such as egg cartons and yogurt
containers will be collected for reusing and recycling. Students also
will assist in conducting an energy audit of Sacred Heart School this
school year.
Sacred Heart School, located in the city of Lancaster and administered by Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, serves 170 students
from kindergarten to grade 8. The school’s mission, Seifert noted,
focuses on educating the whole child. “This is part of our mission,”
she said. “We have a responsibility to care for the earth that God has
given us and not to do harm.”

Trinity Students Help Run
Summer Camp in Jamaica
From Trinity High School, Camp Hill
Four students and two adult chaperones from Trinity High School in Camp Hill
spent a week in Jamaica, not relaxing on a popular beach, but running a week-long
children’s camp.
Students Brigid Mumford, Maret Hench, Maggie McLaughlin, and Morgan Whiteman spent the week living, playing and praying with the 37 children, ages 3-18, at the
Lady of Hope Children’s Home in Spur Tree, Jamaica. The home for orphaned and
displaced children is run by the Roman Catholic Church and is located in the mountains of central Jamaica.
Trinity chaperones Sister Susan Kuk, admissions and activities director, and Denise
Pieper, administrative secretary, accompanied the girls along with Sister Mary Henrick of Immaculata University in West Chester.
“We spent much of our time in the school house with the children, making crafts,
‘fixing’ puzzles, and calling Bingo games,” Brigid recalled. “On our first night and
almost every other night, the four of us and the children danced to every song under
the sun, from the Cha Cha Slide to all of Justin Bieber’s hits.”
“Countless games of ‘football’ and tag exhausted us, but it did not tire them at all,”
she added.
In addition to the attention and camaraderie, the visitors brought gifts to the children. Throughout the year, Trinity students collected money, non-perishable food,
clothing and school supplies for the children. Students in some homerooms sponsored
a child and corresponded with the youngster.
“We were able to donate $5,000 for the school,” Sister Susan said. “Some of the
money will be used to build a hurricane shelter on the property,” she added.
At the end of the week, the girls, in addition to the Jamaican youngsters, realized
that they too received special gifts.
“As I reminisce about my time spent in Jamaica, I realize that Our Lady of Hope is
the perfect patroness for these children,” Brigid said. “Although so many of the girls
and boys were abused or abandoned by their parents, not a single one of them has lost
hope in the world,” she explained.
“From dreams of being a musician to joining the military or going to college, they
all have plans for their lives after they leave the orphanage. These kids are resilient,”
she said.

Don’t Abandon God because of ‘Attacks of Evil’
in Church, Pope Tells Youth in ‘YouCat’
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Pope Benedict XVI urged young people not to abandon
their faith in God because of the “attacks of evil” within
the church.
“Carry intact the fire of your love in this church every
time that men have obscured her face,” he said in a foreword
to a new catechism edited specifically for young people.
The new “Youth Catechism,” is also known as “YouCat.”
The pope said he wanted to supplement the Catechism of
the Catholic Church by translating it “into the language of

young people and make its words penetrate their world.”
In the foreword, the pope urged everyone to study the
catechism “with passion and perseverance” either alone, in
study groups or in exchanges with others online.
Today’s Christians really need to understand their faith
more than ever before in order to resist modern day challenges and temptations, he wrote.
“You have need of divine help if you do not want your
faith to dry up as a dewdrop in the sun, if you do not want
to succumb to the temptations of consumerism, if you do
not want your love to be drowned in pornography, if you do
not want to betray the weak and the victims of abuse and
violence,” he wrote.

Anthony Mary Claret

All Saints

1807-1870
October 24

Crosiers

Initially a weaver like his father, Anthony became a secular priest
in 1835 but hoped to join a religious order. He became a Jesuit
novice in Rome, but failing health prompted his return to Spain.
For 10 years he conducted missions in his native Catalonia,
before founding the Congregation of Missionary Sons of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, or Claretians, in 1849. Even when he
was archbishop of Santiago, Cuba, and chaplain to Spain’s Queen
Isabella II, Anthony was committed to the Claretians’ mission of
evangelization, especially through publishing.

Saints

“You must know what you believe; you must know
your faith with the same precision with which a specialist in information technology knows the [operating] system
of a computer; you must know it as a musician knows his
piece,” the foreword said.
While not specifically mentioning the clerical sex abuse
crisis, the pope acknowledged the effect it has had on the
faithful and said “the community of believers has been
wounded in recent times by the attacks of evil” and sin in
the heart of the church.
“Do not take this as a pretext to flee from God’s presence;
you yourselves are the body of Christ, the church!” he told
young people.

since ninth century
November 1

CNS

The Apostles’ Creed lists “the communion of saints” among Catholic
beliefs, and since at least the ninth century the church has honored
everyone in heaven, including angels, formally recognized martyrs
and saints, and all those who had died in God’s friendship, with a
November feast. As early as 411, the Eastern church celebrated a
feast of all martyrs in May. The custom gradually spread to other
regions and included nonmartyrs. In England the feast formerly
was known as All Hallows, that is, made holy, which gave rise to
Halloween.

Saints
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Spiritual Offerings

A pro-life Traditional Latin Mass will be offered every third
Saturday at St. Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg. Father Frank
Parrinello, Chaplain of the Mater Dei Latin Mass Community, will
celebrate the Mass followed by prayers in front of the Hillcrest
abortion clinic in Harrisburg. Email info@hbglatinmass.com or
www.hbglatinmass.com. Dates are: Nov. 19 at 8 a.m. and Dec.
17 at 9 a.m.
“Servants of All,” A Mass for individuals with and without
disabilities, will take place Oct. 30 at St. Joseph Church in
Lancaster at 10:30 a.m. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick will be available after Mass. St. Joseph Church is handicap
accessible and a Sign Language Interpreter will also be present
for this Mass.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Oct. 30
and Nov. 27 at 12:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace--Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, in Steelton.
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom will have parish
mission, “Walking with Christ,” Nov. 6-9 led by Father Kevin
MacDonald, C.Ss.R. There will be a main mission service each
evening at 7 p.m. in the main Church. Wednesday service will
include Mass. There will be an opportunity for Reconciliation folfol
lowing the Monday session. Babysitting available. There will also
be morning services beginning with Mass on Monday through
Wednesday at 9 a.m. in the historic church. For information, call
the parish office at 717-235-2156.
A Prayer Vigil Service to remember loved ones who have
died will take place at St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Church in
Harrisburg Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. Father Daniel Powell, pastor, will
lead the service. Light refreshments by the parish bereavement
ministry team will follow the service in the Divine Mercy Room.
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in LebaLeba
non will host a parish mission led by Father Richard Boever, a
Redemptorist priest from Philadelphia. Father Boever will share
the word of God with us, proclaimed through the Scriptures and
Catholic Doctrine as well as his own personal experience. The
parish mission will be held Nov. 13-17 at 7 p.m. each evening.
Childcare will also be available. Each service has a different
theme “Ashes,” “Water,” “Light,” and “Relics.” For more informainforma
tion, contact the parish office at 717-272-5674.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish Council of Catholic Women
in Mechanicsburg invites parishioners, family members and
friends to a Service of Prayer and Remembrance Nov. 13 at
2 p.m. in the church. This is an opportunity to gather in prayer
as we remember our deceased loved ones. Refreshments will
follow in the parish center.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Women’s retreat postponed: The women’s retreat at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown
scheduled for Oct. 22 has been postponed until May 2012 due
to illness.
A 24-hour silent directed retreat will be offered at St. Cyril
Spiritual Center in Danville Nov. 11-12, directed by Sister Jean
Marie, SS.C.M. An offering of $85 is due by the registration
deadline of Nov. 4. Or, stay for the silent directed weekend Nov.
11-13. Offering is $150 for a silent retreat in a contemplative atat
mosphere enhanced by Eucharist, Liturgy of the Hours, spiritual
direction and quiet reflection. To register, call 570-275-0910 or
visit www.sscm.org and click on current events.
St. Patrick Parish in York is offering a Mini-Retreat “Women
of Grace, Morning of Grace” Nov. 12 from 9 a.m.-noon in the
cafeteria. The program includes speaker Joy Crimmins, DirecDirec
tor/Facilitator of Rachel’s Vineyard. A continental breakfast is
provided. The morning will open with prayer and close with
Adoration and Benediction. Donation $7. RSVP to Donna Giberti
at OurFaith1208@aol.com or 717-266-5728 or Vicki Crispo at
WOG325@gmail.com or 717-757-4295.
The Travel Committee of St. Columba Parish in BloomsBlooms
burg presents a Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes with Barcelona Oct. 21-30, 2012. Double $2,899; Single $3,299; Triple
$2,869. Contact John at 570-437-9081 or Pat at 784-2230 for
brochure.

Education, Enrichment & Support

For a listing of additional adult faith formation offerings
around the diocese throughout the year, visit www.hbgdiocese.
org and click on the Diocesan Institute link on the left side of
the homepage. Contact Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225
for more information.
Father Daniel Francis, author and Director of the Redemptorist Office for Mission Advancement for his Province, will speak at
St. Anne Parish in Lancaster Nov. 13 and 14. Nov. 13 includes
Mass at 10:30 a.m. and a presentation “What to Do When there
is Nothing You Can Do” at 7 p.m. Nov. 14 includes 7 p.m. Mass
and extended homily, and a presentation “Eucharist: The CathoCatho
lic Facebook.” Babysitting will be available.
Holy Spirit Health System will host a free educational seminar on how minimally invasive robot-assisted surgery can be
used to treat urology conditions and diseases. It will be held Nov.
14 at 6 p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium. The seminar
will discuss the benefits of using the da Vinci Si over traditional
surgery to treat various urological conditions and diseases. Light
refreshments will be served. If you have questions, call 717-7632900.
The “Theology on Tap” group in Franklin County is hosting
Theology on Tap sessions in November and December. TheolTheol
ogy on Tap offers young adults in their 20s and 30s a relaxed
environment to learn more about their faith. Father Dwight
Schlaline will be the presenter Nov. 11 from 7:30-9 at Shipwreck
in Shippensburg. Father David Hiller will be the presenter Dec. 6

from 7:30-9 p.m. at a location to be determined. For additional
information, contact Zachary Mentzer at 717-321-4840 or
zmentzer@gmail.com.

Holiday Bazaars

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens will hold
its annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 4 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. in the
social hall. The kitchen will once again be serving delicious
homemade foods. There will baked goods, crafts, secondhand
jewelry, children stands and much more.
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster will hold its holiday
craft fair Nov. 4 from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. and Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.-noon.
This year’s theme is penguins. There will be handcrafted items,
Christmas decorations, floral decorations, a chance tree and
more. A raffle will feature hand crafted items, gift certificates,
theme baskets and items donated by parish members. Kitchen
open Friday from 9 a.m.-10:30 a.m. for breakfast, 11 a.m.-1
p.m. for lunch, and 5-7 p.m. for dinner. For information, call the
parish at 717-569-8531.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown will
hold its annual Holiday Bazaar Nov. 5 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Various vendors will be on hand. Breakfast and lunch will be
available for purchase. Questions call: 717-259-9426.
The CCW of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in Lebanon will hold a Christmas bazaar Nov. 5 from
8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish center. Fall and Christmas gifts,
themed baskets, jewelry, baked goods, candy, harvest table,
chance booth and more. Lunch includes beef barbecue, egg
rolls, soup, hotdogs and sauerkraut, and more.
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom will hold its
annual Christmas bazaar Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.–2:30 p.m. in the
Parish Center Social Hall. Raffle items, including 4 handmade
quilts, cash raffle, large operating train display, and photos with
Santa. Gift baskets, Christmas and country crafts, quilted items
made by St. John’s quilt guild, homemade baked goods and
candy. There will be a “Secret Santa” where children can shop.
Free crafts and raffle for children. Breakfast prepared by the
Knights of Columbus begins at 9 a.m.; a full lunch menu will
follow. Contact the parish office at 717-235-2156.
A Holiday Craft Fair sponsored by the Corpus Christi Council of Catholic Women will be held Nov. 5 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at
the Corpus Christi Parish Center in Chambersburg. There will
be a variety of unique hand sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home
decor, baked goods and much more. Enjoy a warm lunch and
a decadent dessert from 10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. Santa will visit from
10 a.m. - 1p.m. For more information, contact Kathy at 717-3527354.
St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster will host its
Annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 12 from 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at
Resurrection School. The theme is ““Visions of Sugar Plums.” All
items for sale were either made or donated by parishioners or
local businesses. Items include food, crafts, holiday decorations, gifts, wreaths, jewelry, sweets/desserts, and a children’s
shopping room. There will also be raffles for various prizes.
Attendees do not need to be present to win.
St. Joseph Parish in Hanover is hosting its annual Christmas Bazaar Nov. 12 from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and Nov. 13 from 8
a.m.-noon. Granny’s attic, Cookie Lee Jewelry, large variety of
crafts, much, much more. Breakfast and lunch served.
The Saint Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary is
sponsoring a Bazaar and Craft Show to benefit the Retirement Community Nov. 18 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Nov. 19
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in
Columbia. Featured along with innumerable handcrafted items
and seasonal decorations will be a baked goods table, items
to be raffled, craft vendors and antiques. Lunch of hot dogs,
barbeque, chicken corn soup, coffee, and cold drinks will also
be available. Parking will be available at St. Anne’s and across
the highway at K Mart. A shuttle bus will be available both days.

Events & Fund-Raisers

St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg will host a family bingo
night Oct. 22. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. There will be 50/50 drawings, prizes, food and fun. Call 717-761-2564 for more information.
A benefit bingo for the Melendez family will take place at St.
Joseph Parish in Lancaster Oct. 22. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
bingo begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $18 prepaid and $20 at the
door. Ticket includes 20 games of regular bingo. Also available
will be specials, bonus bingo, door prizes, raffles, auctions and
food. For tickets and information, call Christie Beazley at 717606-2373, Stephanie McCrery at 717-396-8535 or Linda Duncan
at 717- 299-6940 or visit MelendezFundraiser@yahoo.com.
Knights of Columbus Council 3625 at Prince of Peace
Parish in Steelton will hold an Oktoberfest at the parish center
Oct. 22. Ticket includes a chance to win a 42-inch flat screen
TV and a Steelton-type buffet meal including beverages. Music
by The Polka Quads and a silent auction. Tickets are $25 per
person, call Carl Roberts at 717-939-7049.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg will hold
its annual Apple Festival Family Breakfast Oct. 23 from 8-11 a.m.
St. Pauline Healing Heart of Jesus Society will host a basket
bingo Oct. 23 in the social hall of Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont.
Doors open at noon, bingo begins at 2 p.m. There will be door
prizes and food. Admission is $20.
A Woman’s Concern, a non-profit pregnancy resource center
in Lancaster, will host a Guest Chef Night at the Lancaster
Country Club Oct. 25 from 6-8:30 p.m. Dr. Tony Mastropietro will
be the Guest Chef. The meal will include hors d’oeuvres and a
gourmet buffet dinner for $60 at the door. The evening will also
include a silent auction. For information, call Linda at 717-3941136.

St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will host a spaghetti dinner in
the parish hall Oct. 28 from 4-7 p.m. Eat in or take out. Adults $7,
children 6-12 $4, 5 and under free. Dinner includes spaghetti &
meatballs, salad, fresh baked bread, dessert & beverage.
The CCW of Mary Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown will
hold their annual fall Italian spaghetti supper Oct. 29.
The CCW of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Williamstown
is sponsoring a meat loaf dinner Oct. 29 from 4-7 p.m. A donation
of $8 includes meat loaf, scalloped potatoes, vegetables, beverage and dessert. Tickets can be obtained by calling Helen Shuey
at 717-647-2449 or Elaine Croft at 717-647-2628.
Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg will hold a
spaghetti dinner Oct. 29 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner includes salad, roll
and butter, beverage and dessert. Cost is $7 for adults, $3 for
children ages 6-12. Take outs available, and there will be a raffle.
The event is sponsored by the parish Council of Catholic Women.
St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon will host a breakfast Oct. 30 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Breakfast/brunch including hot
cakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage and Spanish selections.
Adults $7, children $3. Call 717-450-4506, ext. 10 for information.
The Trinity High School Alumni Association and the Athletic Association will host the Big Green Giveaway Nov. 5 from 6
-10 p.m. at Trinity High School. A $100 ticket includes dinner and
drinks for two and a chance of winning cash. You do not need to
be present to win. For more information and to purchase tickets,
contact Shane Delaney-Lazar at 717-761-2228 or slazar@
trinityhs.k12.pa.us.
The Development Advisory Team of Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata will host a Treasure Island Auction Nov. 5. Auction items will include $1,000 vacation give-away,
gift certificates, weekend get-a-ways, unique gift baskets, themed
dinner parties and a variety of prizes too numerous to list! Prizes
will be awarded through raffles, silent auctions, and the traditional
auction block. Preview begins at 6 p.m. Tickets cost $10 and
are available at the door or in advance by calling 717-738-2414.
The evening’s MC will be Father John McLoughlin. Receive
10 complimentary raffle tickets with each ticket purchased in
advance. Hors d’oeuvres, beverages, and desserts will be served
throughout the evening.
Lebanon Catholic School will host its annual Fall Frolic event
Nov. 5 from 7-11 p.m. in the school gym. Cost is $100 per ticket,
and only 400 tickets will be sold for a chance to win cash prizes.
Food, beverages, and entertainment will be included. Must be 21
years of age. Catering provided by “All About You.” Music by DJ
Tom Barry. Contact Lebanon Catholic to purchase tickets at 717273-3731, ext. 322. You do not need to be present to win.
A concert to benefit Lebanon County Habitat for Humanity
will be held Nov. 5 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul the Apostle Parish
in Annville. Music by “Justified” from Oasis Para El Cansado,
St. Luke Lutheran Church Worship Band, St. Paul The Apostle
Catholic Church Contemporary Choir, Lebanon Habitat Guitar
Choir. Refreshments/free-will offering to benefit Habitat. The
parish hopes to raise donations over $2222, and if so, will dye
Father John Peck’s hair blue and green.
Cathedral School in Harrisburg will host its 2nd Annual
Holiday Kickoff Nov. 6 at the Appalachian Brewing Company
in Harrisburg from 1:30-5:30 p.m. Admission includes a buffet
lunch, sodas and lemonade and entry for door prizes. A Chinese
Auction of gift cards and baskets will also occur. Entertainment
will be provided by the “Polka Whooo.” Cost is $20 per person;
children 10 and under $5. For information or reservations, call
Anna Marie Berry at 717-232-9600.
St. Philip the Apostle Youth Ministry is holding a Vendor
Bingo Nov. 6. Cost is $15 for 20 games of regular bingo. Vendors
donating prizes of $50 or more include: Celebrating Home, Cookie Lee, Mary Kay, Miche, Pampered Chef, Pleasures and Palaces, Premier, Scentsy, Tastefully Simple, 31, and Tupperware.
We will also have a raffle with various other prizes. Doors open
at 1:30 p.m. and bingo begins at 3 p.m. For tickets or information,
contact Christine Miller at 717-872-2166 or cmiller@hbgdiocese.
org. Proceeds benefit St. Philip’s youth and adult chaperones for
their trip to Catholic Heart Workcamp in July 2012.
An Election Day Spaghetti Dinner will be held at St. Paul
the Apostle Church in Annville Nov. 8 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and
4-7 p.m. Sponsored by the Council of Catholic Women. Cost is
$7 for a large dinner, $5 for a small dinner. Includes spaghetti
& meatball(s), tossed salad, Italian bread, dessert, choice of
coffee, tea or orange drink. Carry outs available, bring your own
container.
An Election Day Spaghetti Dinner will be held at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall Nov. 8 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. or
sellout. Dinner includes spaghetti and meatballs, salad, roll and
butter, Jello, and drinks. Cost is $7/adult large serving, $6/adult
small serving and $3/child under 12. Take outs available for $7
each. For information, call 717-273-1574.
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will host an Election Day dinner Nov. 8 from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in Divine Mercy
Hall. Menu includes pork and sauerkraut dinner or roast beef dinner, both with mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable, roll, beverage
and dessert. Cost is $8 for adults. Take outs available, bring your
own container.
St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey will hold its Annual PTO
Spaghetti Dinner Nov. 19 from 4-8 p.m. in the school cafeteria.
The evening will include live entertainment, basket raffles and
a 50/50 drawing. Dinner includes a tossed salad, Italian bread,
spaghetti and meatballs, dessert and choice of beverage. Tickets
are $8 for adults, $5 for kids 3-14, and free for kids under 3. Take
T
out will also be available.
The Silence of Mary Home in Harrisburg is a Christian
family home for God’s abandoned or neglected people of all
ages located in the Allison Hill section of Harrisburg. On Nov.
19, the Silence of Mary Home is hosting a gala at the Holiday
Inn in Grantville beginning at 6:30 p.m. Individual tickets are
$85 per person. Contact Kelley Houtz at 717-657-7098 for more
information. To learn more about the Silence of Mary, visit www.
thesilenceofmary.org.
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Pope Announces ‘Year of Faith’
to Help Renew Missionary Energy
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Pope Benedict XVI announced a special “Year of Faith” to help Catholics
appreciate the gift of faith, deepen their
relationship with God and strengthen
their commitment to sharing faith with
others.
Celebrating Mass Oct. 16 with participants in a Vatican conference on
new evangelization, the pope said the
Year of Faith would give “renewed
energy to the mission of the whole
church to lead men and women out of
the desert they often are in and toward
the place of life: friendship with Christ
who gives us fullness of life.”
The pope said the observance would
begin Oct. 11, 2012 – the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council – and conclude Nov. 24,

2013 – the feast of Christ the King.
“It will be a moment of grace and
commitment to an ever fuller conversion to God, to reinforce our faith in
him and to proclaim him with joy to
the people of our time,” the pope said
in his homily.
Pope Benedict explained his intention more fully in “Porta Fidei” (“The
Door of Faith”), an apostolic letter released Oct. 17 to formally announce
the special year.
“Faith grows when it is lived as an
experience of love received and when
it is communicated as an experience of
grace and joy,” the pope wrote.
He said the Catechism of the Catholic Church, first published in 1992,
should serve as the handbook for helping Catholics rediscover the truths of
faith and deepen their understanding of
church teaching.

Catholic Charities’ Annual
“Come and See” Dinner
November 7 at 6 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Malloy is a distinguished leader, educator and humanitarian who
served as the 16th President of the University of Notre Dame from 1987-2005.
He is a leading advocate of volunteerism and has played a leadership role in
efforts to combat substance abuse.
The dinner will benefit Catholic Charities’ four Homes for Healing: The
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, Lourdeshouse and Evergreen House
in Harrisburg, and Hope House in Lancaster. Various sponsorship levels are
available, from $100 per individual to $10,000 for a Partner in Charity. For
information and reservations, contact Christopher Meehan at 717-657-4804,
ext. 284 or cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/charities.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, he said, will publish a “note”
to help people live the year “in the most
effective and appropriate ways at the
service of belief and evangelization.”
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
the Vatican spokesman, told reporters the document would be published
by the end of the year; its tone will be
pastoral, rather than doctrinal, giving
bishops and Catholic faithful ideas for
implementing the pope’s call to deeper
faith and greater missionary commitment.
In his apostolic letter, the pope said
the year’s focus will be on Jesus Christ
because “in him, all the anguish and all
the longing of the human heart finds
fulfillment.”
Pope Benedict said that in addition
to studying the catechism and gaining a
greater understanding of the creed, the

Year of Faith also must be accompanied with more acts of charity.
Faith helps people recognize the
face of Christ in those who are suffering, and “it is his love that impels us
to assist him whenever he becomes our
neighbor along the journey of life,” the
pope wrote.
Pope Benedict said Catholics cannot
“grow lazy in the faith.”
“What the world is in particular need
of today is the credible witness of people enlightened in mind and heart by
the word of the Lord, and capable of
opening the hearts and minds of many
to the desire for God and for true life,
life without end,” he wrote.
The papal Mass and announcement
of the Year of Faith followed a daylong
conference Oct. 15 sponsored by the
Pontifical Council for Promoting New
Evangelization.

Workshop for Parish Archivists
November 19 from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
The Diocesan Department of Catholic History and Archives will present
this workshop for lay parish archivists. The workshop will include instruction
in the preservation of parish heritage. Ed Wickenheiser, retired WGAL-TV
News Director, and Teresa Weisser, Librarian at Millersville University, will
share how they are preserving the heritage of Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia.
Parish archvists, members of archivist committees, parish secretaries and
volunteers are encouraged to attend. The workshop is for both new and experienced archivists.
Cost of the workshop is $15, including snacks, lunch and materials. RSVP
by Nov. 4 to the Archives Department at 717-657-4804.

October 23: Highlights for the upcoming program include an interview
with Father Robert Hutmacher, O.F.M., the founder and director of Chiesa
Nuova. This is a Franciscan ministry for the performing arts in Chicago. Listeners will hear how Franciscan spirituality has always been a part of his musical compositions and performances in this “Living Faith” segment.
Two pastoral questions get an answered in the “Ask a Franciscan” segment. They are: How is the Sacrament of Marriage received when one of the
spouses is not Catholic? And, May a Catholic marry an unbaptized person in
the Church?
The book “The Alligator and the Toothache,” which touches on having empathy for others, is the subject of this week’s “On Faith and Media” segment
by Sister Rose Pacatte.
In the “Exploring Our Faith” segment, correspondent John Feister speaks
with George Dardess, a permanent deacon at Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Rochester, New York. The topic is the current prospects for interfaith peace.
Deacon Dardess is a member of both the Muslim-Catholic Alliance and the
Commission on Muslim-Christian Relations in Rochester. With Marvin Mich,
he co-authored “In the Spirit of St. Francis and the Sultan: Muslims and Catholics Working Together for the Common Good.” For St. Anthony Messenger
Press, he has written “Do We Worship the Same God? Comparing the Bible
and the Qur’an” and has an article in the September 2011 issue of St. Anthony
Messenger.
Catholic Perspective is heard Fridays at 12 noon on WHYF AM 720 and on
Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM
960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM
1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSMAM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30
a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. or
for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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Horn of Africa Risks ‘Lost Generation’
Due to Famine, Says Cardinal
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Not only are millions of lives at risk in the
Horn of Africa due to hunger and drought,
those who escape the famine then risk becoming a lost generation due to a severe
lack of stability, education and resources,
said a top Vatican official.
“The millions of displaced people on
the move now in an effort to survive will
tomorrow become refugees, illegal immigrants, without a nation, without a home,
work and a community,” said Guinean Cardinal Robert Sarah, president of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum.
“A whole generation risks being lost,”
he said during a Vatican news conference
Oct. 7.
The only way to guarantee a future after
the humanitarian crisis abates, he said, is
to create schools where skills, communities
and futures are built.
The cardinal launched an appeal for a
school to be built in every village. “Where
there is an education, there is a possible future, there will be work for tomorrow and
families will form,” he said.
The church has a long tradition of education and forming moral consciences, so
Catholics should be especially dedicated to
this initiative, he said.
Cardinal Sarah led a panel of speakers
presenting ideas that came out of a Vaticansponsored meeting with major Catholic
charitable organizations on the situation in
the Horn of Africa.
Pope Benedict XVI, who appealed Oct.
5 for increased aid, wanted the meeting so
Catholic agencies could review the current
situation and look at ways the church is responding to the humanitarian emergency,
the cardinal said.
“It’s the first time that Cor Unum has
thought of gathering Caritas [agencies] to
reflect and respond to the concerns of the
Holy Father,” he said.
Cor Unum also invited a representative
of the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury
for the meeting.
Cardinal Sarah said the pope had received a letter from Anglican Archbishop
Rowan Williams expressing his concern
over the situation unfolding in the Horn of
Africa. Cor Unum was then contacted “to
see what we could do with other Christian
communities” and join forces in responding to the crisis, Cardinal Sarah said.
“Faith communities have a distinctive

CNS/FEISAL OMAR, REUTERS

An internally displaced Somalian woman cries near the body of her son, who died of malnourishment, next to their temporary home in Mogadishu. Pope Benedict XVI asked the international community to continue aid to the drought- and faminestricken Horn of Africa and asked individuals to offer prayers and donate money to help save the millions facing death.
role to play” in addressing crises because
they are already a part of the local communities and help with long-term development, which in turn helps communities become more resilient to future catastrophes,
Archbishop Williams wrote in a separate
message to Cardinal Sarah.
The archbishop wrote that he hoped the
meeting would mark the start of “new opportunities for ecumenical collaboration”
as well as concrete action that would continue to positively impact vulnerable communities.
According to the United Nations, 13
million people in the Horn of Africa are in
urgent need of emergency aid, particularly
in Somalia, where thousands of people risk
death.
Caritas Internationalis, the Vatican-based
confederation of 165 national Catholic
charities, has helped 1.1 million people in

the region, especially the most vulnerable
like the elderly, women, children and the
disabled, said Michel Roy, the confederation’s general secretary.
Through its appeal campaign, Caritas
Internationalis has raised 31 million euros
(about $41.7 million) and was expecting to
raise a total of 60 million euros ($80.7 million) to provide emergency food aid, clean
water, sanitation, drought-resistant seeds,
and develop water conservation systems,
he said.
Ken Hackett, outgoing president of the
U.S. bishops’ Catholic Relief Services, said
the agency’s short-term and long-term projects have made a real difference in people’s
lives. Those communities that were helped
in past crises are much better off than people in areas CRS was unable to reach, he
said.
“Our contributions, while very signifi-

cant over the years, are only a small part of
what needs to be done” because the scope
of problem is so great, he added.
Roy called on the international community to step up donations and help Somalis
with nation building since, he said, one of
the root causes of the instability and hunger
is the lack of a central government.
Bishop Giorgio Bertin of Djibouti, who
also is apostolic administrator of Mogadishu, Somalia, said the church must also find
ways to collaborate with Muslim organizations that provide aid for those affected by
the food crisis.
He also supported the emphasis on building schools, saying Catholic schools “are the
best combatants against terrorism” because
people from diverse ethnicities, religions,
nations and backgrounds come together in
Catholic institutions where they learn “to
live together and respect one another.”

Truth about Happy Priests Will
Aid Vocations Promotion, Priest Says
By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service
The best advertisement for vocations to
the priesthood, it is often said, is a happy
priest.
That’s why Msgr. Robert Panke, newly
elected president of the National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors, hopes
research showing that priests are happy in
their lives gets wide play.
“Vocations directors already know that,
but it was great to get some ammunition,”
Msgr. Panke said at an Oct. 5 symposium
highlighting the conclusions in Msgr. Stephen Rossetti’s new book, “Why Priests Are
Happy: A Study of the Psychological and
Spiritual Health of Priests.”
“Now we have to get the news out,” he
added. “Too many people think the priest-

hood is a sad, lonely life.”
Director of the Office of Priest Formation
and Vocations in the Archdiocese of Washington for the past nine years, Msgr. Panke
was named last year as rector of the archdiocese’s new Blessed John Paul College
Seminary, which is to be formally dedicated
Oct. 22.
He was the closing speaker at the daylong symposium, held on the campus of The
Catholic University of America in Washington.
Msgr. Panke said one of the biggest obstacles to his vocation work is the opposition
of parents.
“They believe the lie that priests are not
happy, and they want their children to be
happy,” he said.
Bishops “would be wise to encourage
every one of their priests to look at himself

as a recruiter,” he said, noting that although
80 percent of seminarians say a priest’s encouragement was a primary factor in their
decision to become a priest, only 30 percent
of priests say they have given such encouragement.
Msgr. Panke also discussed the state of
screening and formation of seminarians,
saying that the U.S. Catholic Church is “doing a much better job in a rapidly changing
culture.”
When Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, recruited Peter, Andrew, James and John
to become “fishers of men,” as recounted
in the fourth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel,
there was “no interview, no battery of testing, no psychological interview,” Msgr.
Panke said.
“Jesus can do that; we need to do a little
more work,” he added.

But he said vocations directors and bishops also need to know when to turn down
a candidate for the priesthood who is not
ready.
“There is a lot of brokenness out there,
and we have seen the world of harm that a
lack of screening can do,” he said.
Msgr. Panke emphasized Msgr. Rossetti’s
conclusions about the importance of personal prayer in the life of every priest.
“Prayer is key to happy and healthy
priests,” he said. A priest who prays at least
30 minutes a day “is less likely to be emotionally exhausted because Christ is feeding
him,” he added.
The Washington priest said he was personally buoyed by Msgr. Rossetti’s finding
that retired priests are the happiest of all.
“That gives me great hope that it just gets
better and better and better,” he said.
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Anthony Dill
Ordained to Diaconate
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

CHRISTOPHER BRASHEARS (PNAC PHOTO)

Above: Deacon Anthony Dill receives the chalice and prepares to distribute Communion during Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at which he was ordained a deacon.
Right: Deacon Anthony Dill, far right, recesses from St. Peter’s Basilica
with 34 other seminarians from the Pontifical North American College who
were ordained deacons in Rome Oct. 6.

Anthony Dill, a seminarian of the Diocese
of Harrisburg, was one of 35 seminarians of
the Pontifical North American College in
Rome to be ordained to the diaconate Oct.
6. William Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
celebrated the Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at
the Altar of the Chair.
Deacon Dill, 26, is a native of Holy Infant
Parish in York Haven. Father Edward Malesic, pastor of Holy Infant, was the vesting
clergy for Deacon Dill during the ordination.
“It was so cool to be ordained with 34
other men who have become really good
friends over the last couple years,” Deacon
Dill told The Catholic Witness via e-mail. “It
was also an honor to be vested by my pastor, Father Malesic. I was overjoyed to have

so much family and friends come from the
USA to share such a special moment with
me.”
Deacon Dill will have an additional year
of theological studies and spiritual formation before being ordained to the priesthood.
Deacon Dill said his ministry will include
serving as deacon and preaching a few times
a month at St. Susanna, the American parish
in Rome. He will also serve in liturgies and
teach third- and fourth-grade religious education classes.
Deacon Dill is the son of James and Virginia Dill. He is a graduate of Red Land High
School in Lewisberry, and Messiah College
in Grantham, and attended St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., prior to entering the
Pontifical North American College.
“I think it’s so cool, so empowering and
relieving, to have finally made solid and definitive promises to define how I will live
my life,” Deacon Dill said.

Remembering Loved Ones ~
All Saints and All Souls
The Church’s upcoming observance of All
Saints Day on November 1 and All Souls
Day on November 2 offer an opportunity to
remember our deceased loved ones and to
ponder God’s promise of eternal life.
All Saints Day celebrates all those who are
in heaven, and All Souls Day focuses on the
holy souls in purgatory who are preparing to
enter heaven. This time of year prompts the

faithful to pray for the dead, and to visit the
graves of beloved family and friends.
Cemeteries are sacred grounds, places to
remember, to heal, to pray and to build faith.
They provide perspective and meaning to
life and death, and to life everlasting.
As Catholics visit the graves of their loved
ones, they can draw hope in God’s promise
of eternal life.

Diocesan cemeteries

York

Harrisburg
Holy Cross, 4075 Derry Street
Mount Calvary, 500 South 13th Street
Resurrection, 116 South Oak Grove Road
717-545-4205
Lebanon
Holy Cross, 1810 Jay Street
717-273-7541
MecHanicsburg
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Gate of Heaven, 1313 York Street
717-697-0206

St. Mary, Violet Hill
St. Patrick, Violet Hill
Holy Saviour, 3420 Susquehanna Trail
717-764-9685
eLYsburg
All Saints, 172 All Saints Road
570-672-2872
Lancaster
St. Anthony, Ranck Mill Avenue and Grofftown Road
St. Mary, New Holland Pike
St. Joseph, 440 St. Joseph Street
St. Joseph, 170 Charles Road, Bausman
717-394-2231

