Catholic Witness

The

The Newspaper of the Diocese of Harrisburg

November 13, 2015	Vol. 49 No. 21

S

St. Andrew Students Celebrate
School’s 90th Anniversary

t. Andrew the Apostle
School in Waynesboro
has been living its mission
for 90 years now, “devoted
to fostering Christian values
and academic excellence in
a nurturing environment by
providing a quality faith-filled
Catholic education.”
In celebration of the milestone anniversary of Catholic
education in the southern
Franklin County town, the
school community welcomed
Bishop Ronald Gainer for
the celebration of Mass at St.
Andrew Church on Nov. 9. The
morning Mass began the school
day, which continued with
a luncheon and the bishop’s
visit to classrooms, where he
interacted with students eager
to welcome him.
“I hope the students realize
that what we’re celebrating is
a once-in-their-lifetime event,”
Patrick McDonald, principal,
said of the anniversary. “We
call our students to be greater.
We have so many opportunities, and we’re given so much
so that we can interact, so that
we can be greater. I try to emphasize that with our students
here.”
See page 2 for coverage.
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St. Andrew School students Ana Inverso and Hailey Hopkins sing a hymn during their school’s anniversary Mass Nov. 9.

Bishops to Consider
Election Document,
USCCB Priorities,
Sainthood Causes
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
The U.S. bishops will consider whether to approve a new
introductory note and a limited revision of their quadrennial
statement on political responsibility during their Nov. 16-19
fall general assembly in Baltimore.
The statement, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship,” is reissued every four years and takes into account
the latest issues taking center stage in the political arena.
The document, which in general calls for Catholic voters
to consider the common good when going to the polls, has
been released before every presidential election for almost
four decades.
What a U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops news release
described as “a limited revision” and new introductory note
for “Faithful Citizenship” were prepared by a working group
led by Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston,
vice president of the USCCB.
More USCCB, page 7

Diocesan Celebrations to
Open the Year of Mercy
Pope Francis announced an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy,
to be celebrated from December 8, 2015, to November 20, 2016. The special year will highlight the Catholic Church’s mission to be a witness of
mercy. “No one can be excluded from God’s mercy,” the pope said in
announcing the year.
The biblical theme of the year is “Be merciful, just as your Father
is merciful.” Traditionally, every 25 years the popes proclaim a holy
year, which features special celebrations and pilgrimages, strong calls
for conversion and repentance, and the offer of special opportunities
to experience God’s grace through the sacraments, especially confession.
The Diocese of Harrisburg will hold two special gatherings in conjunction with the opening of this special year:

Opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy
Tuesday, December 8 at 6 p.m. • St. Patrick Cathedral
With the Universal Church, Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate the opening of the Jubilee Year of Mercy on Tuesday, December 8, 2015 on the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the celebration of the Most Holy
Eucharist at 6 p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg. All faithful of the diocese are invited to attend. The South Street Parking Garage is available free of charge to all participants.

Opening of the Diocesan Door of Mercy
Sunday, December 13 at 4 p.m. • St. Lawrence Chapel to St. Patrick Cathedral
Bishop Ronald Gainer will solemnly open the principal Diocesan Door of Mercy at St. Patrick Cathedral on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 4 p.m. in the context of Solemn Vespers for the Third Sunday of Advent. All the faithful of the diocese are invited to attend. The prescription for the solemn
ritual involves gathering at a stational church with a procession to the Door of Mercy: we will gather
at St. Lawrence Chapel, State Street, and process together to the Cathedral where Bishop Gainer will
solemnly open the Door of Mercy and lead us through into this year of grace. Participants able to
make the small pilgrimage are asked to gather at St. Lawrence Chapel by 3:50 p.m. Those unable to
walk in procession are invited to go immediately to the Cathedral. The South Street Parking Garage
is available free of charge to all participants.
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St. Andrew School Celebrates
90 Years of Faith-Filled Education
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
At St. Andrew the Apostle School in Waynesboro,
the 90th anniversary celebration was bigger than the
Beatles.
Gathered for the milestone Mass celebrated by
Bishop Ronald Gainer on Nov. 9, students proudly
sang a special anniversary song they’d long been rehearsing for the anticipated occasion. Set to the tune
of the Beatles’ “Eight Days a Week,” the speciallycrafted “For 90 Years” offered students a chance
to tell the bishop about the values of their beloved
school. For example:
“Jesus is our guardian, He points us on our way.
We do our best to please Him, each and every day.
Praying, kneeling, helping, healing.
Love’s the force we live by, for 90 years.”
“We should spend our lives to secure our heaven’s place.
Knights of faith should strive to improve the human race.
Standing, leading, more than exceeding.
It’s a gift to go here, St. Andrew School,
for 90 years, and 90 more.”
Students served at the Mass as lectors, cantors
and gift bearers, and then welcomed Bishop Gainer
into their school for a luncheon and visits to their
classrooms.
St. Andrew School offers a quality Catholic
education for children in kindergarten through
sixth grade, and, according to principal Patrick
McDonald, is preparing to start a capital campaign
to expand to seventh and eighth grades in August
of 2017. The school is expanding its mathematics
program, and will soon introduce foreign language.
“Every Catholic school is special,” Mr. McDonald told The Catholic Witness. Here at St.
Andrew’s, we are the only Catholic school in a 15mile radius. Our school logo features sandaled feet
and the saying: Start your educational footing on
higher ground. We are the shining example on the

Maliah Valentine holds Bishop
Ronald Gainer’s pectoral cross
during his visit to her classroom.

hill of what a Catholic school should be.”
“We’re here to get every soul to Heaven,” he
said. “We are here to educate students for this world
and the next. I tell parents that, first and foremost,
we’re here to spread the teachings of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Your child, whether religious
or not and whether Catholic or not, will attend Mass
twice a month. Your child will be exposed to fellowship…. I’ve been told that when you walk in here, it
feels like a Catholic school. It’s easy to look like a
Catholic school,
but St. Andrew’s
also feels like a
Catholic school.”
St. Andrew
School was built
in 1925 under the
pastorate of Father William Callaghan, and first
opened its doors
to approximately
80 students. It
was initially
staffed by the
Sisters of Mercy,
who served there
for 45 years.
Following their
departure in the
early 1970s,
Father Kenneth
Lawrence, former
pastor, invited
Above: Karaline Henry raises her hand to ask a question of Bishop Ronald Gainer as he the Sisters of Sts.
visits students in their classrooms.
Cyril and MethoBelow: Father Augusty Valomchalil, MSSCC, pastor of St. Andrew Parish, receives a dius to serve
citation from State Representative Paul Schemel on the occasion of the school’s 90th there, and they
did so until 1997.
anniversary.
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Dedicated lay teachers have also provided spiritual and academic instruction over the years, as the
school grew in its number and in its facility.
In December of 2012, St. Andrew School received
accreditation from the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools. According to the school’s Web
site, faculty and board members had prepared and
submitted a report, Designing Our Future for review,
indicating the school’s constant desire for improvement in these key areas: Mission and Beliefs, Community, Student Services and Activities, Educational
Program, Leadership and Organization, Resources,
Facilities, Finances, and Planning. The Middle States
standard was met in each area.
Today, 124 students are enrolled at St. Andrew
School, which continues to live its Mission Statement of being “devoted to fostering Christian values
and academic excellence in a nurturing environment
by providing a quality faith-filled Catholic education.”
“I hope the students realize that what we’re celebrating is a once-in-their-lifetime event,” Mr. McDonald said of the anniversary. “We call our students
to be greater. We have so many opportunities, and
we’re given so much so that we can interact, so that
we can be greater. I try to emphasize that with our
students here.”
Learn more about St. Andrew School at www.
saintandrewschool.org or call 717-762-3221.
Jimmy McFarland
looks on as Bishop
Ronald Gainer
delivers his homily
during the 90th
anniversary
Mass for St.
Andrew School.
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Day of Dialogue Examines Call
for Christians to Witness to the Gospel
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Every autumn, local clergy and faithful of the Lutheran, Anglican and Roman
Catholic communities gather at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg for the
annual LARC Day of Dialogue, hosted by
the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.
The daylong conference is open to all
people, and is one of a number of programs and activities hosted by the office,
which is directed by Father Paul Fisher.
In 1993, the bishops of the Episcopal
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg, the
Lower Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and
the Upper Susquehanna Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
signed the LARC Covenant as a means of
providing occasions of joint prayer and
greater cooperation between the Churches.
This year’s LARC Day of Dialogue
featured discussion on “The Mission of
God in an Intercultural and Interreligious
World.”
Participants examined Christians’ call

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Rev. Dr. Robert S. Heaney, Assistant Professor of Christian Mission
at the Virginia Theological Seminary and Director of the Center for
Anglican Communion Studies, offers his keynote presentation
on how Lutheran, Espiscopalian and Roman Catholic clergy and
laity can nourish conversation in an ethnically and culturally diverse
world.

to witness to the Gospel in a religiously and ethnically diverse
world, and crossing interreligious

and intercultural borders in order
to do so.
Keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Robert

Immediate Full Time Vacancy
Network/Application/Project Support Technician
The Diocese of Harrisburg is looking for a technician with strong analytical skills and a desire to provide
excellent customer service to support the mission of the
diocese.
This position provides assistance to end-users, technical staff and management for application and hardware
implementation, integration, troubleshooting and support. This position also acts as project lead or resource
for given technology implementation projects, application subject matter expert for various systems and applications and first and second-level support for receiving
and resolving support issues for end-users.
The candidate must have a minimum of 2 years
of experience with computer operations, network com-

munication systems or in a setting with high exposure to
end user computing devices to be familiar with a variety
of software, hardware, and software applications.
Useful experience would include exposure to both
shared and outsourced solutions, as well as support of
in-house information and communication systems in a
multi-site client-server environment. Additionally, experience is preferred in SQL database design and management, virtualization technologies, Windows server and
clients, MS Office, and infrastructure technologies.
Please send résumé and cover letter to employment@
hbgdiocese.org.
Closing date is Thursday, December 10.

Do You Feel Lost, Alone
or Bored in Your Marriage?
Retrouvaille Provides Marriage Help!
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? Are you constantly
fighting? Or, do you simply shut down? Have you thought about separation
or divorce? Does talking about it only make it worse?
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi,) is a weekend program that offers married couples the tools and techniques they need to help heal and renew their
relationship. Retrouvaille is not a retreat, nor is it counseling or therapy. The
entire weekend is confidential. There is no group interaction or group sharing; rather, the interaction is solely between husband and wife.
Retrouvaille is a program under the auspices of the Diocesan Office of
Family Ministries. The next Retrouvaille weekend is scheduled for January 15-17, 2016. For more information and to register, please visit www.
retrouvaille.org or call 717-938-8229.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
November 14 – Keynote address at Diocesan Catechetical Conference,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg; Invocation at Silence of Mary Home
Gala, Best Western Conference Center, Harrisburg, 6:30 p.m.
November 16-18 – United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ General Assembly, Baltimore.
November 19-21 – National Catholic Youth Conference, Indianapolis.
November 25 – Homily at Thanksgiving Eve Interfaith Service, Our Lady
of the Blessed Sacrament Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
November 29 – Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

S. Heaney, Assistant Professor of Christian Mission at the
Virginia Theological Seminary and Director of the Center
for Anglican Communion Studies, offered presentations
on how Lutheran, Espiscopalian and Roman Catholic
clergy and laity can nourish conversation.
“We need to recognize that God is at work in God’s
world, that God is the primary agent of mission, and
that our role in discernment and in prayer is to seek after
where God is at work in God’s world,” Rev. Dr. Heaney
told The Catholic Witness.
“In doing that, what’s important is that we, as Christian
believers, nourish conversation across cultures and across
traditions that honors our own place and our own calling,”
he said. “It’s a conversation that’s not about denying who
we are, the message of Jesus, or the vision we have of
who God is revealed in Christ, revealed in Scripture and
revealed in Tradition. We stay true to who we are, while
being open and willing to have conversation with others.”
This conversation toward mutual understanding involves evangelization, and a confidence that God is at
work, he pointed out.
Why the need to witness to our Christian faith?
It’s a Gospel mandate, Rev. Dr. Heaney said.
“The Gospel requires us to be good neighbors, to be
good witnesses, and to seek to follow and testify to who
Jesus is."
It’s also about efforts for social cohesion, he said. We
have to examine the misunderstandings that exist between
the faith traditions, and find ways of building community
locally, nationally and internationally.
“The big challenge for us all is: How do we live out the
Gospel? How do we be good neighbors? How we put it
into practice locally?”
An event like the LARC Day of Dialogue is an opportune place to start, Rev. Dr. Heaney remarked.
“Local events, grassroots events, are at the heart of what
it means to live our faith. It’s vital that we go back to the
call we have in our lives,” he said. “Get people together
– just ordinary Christians in their everyday work coming
together to hear and to witness and to listen with other
people across differences. It’s about how we make faith
speak to the ordinary reality that we all live in. We all are
born into family. We all are born into neighborhoods. The
ordinary is where we’re always trying to engage faith and
witness.”
(For information about the events and activities of the
Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs,
contact Father Paul Fisher, director, at 717-657-4804,
ext. 265, or frpfisher@hbgdiocese.org.)

To report suspected
abuse of a minor,
call the toll free PA Child
Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected
abuse of a minor
by a church official,
employee or volunteer,
also please call the
diocesan toll
free hotline at:
1-800-626-1608
or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

For more information,
visit www.HbgDiocese.org/protect

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
for Healing After Abortion
December 4-6, 2015 • York, PA
For anyone involved in an abortion experience, give yourself the gift of
peace of heart as you enter Advent. This program is full of mercy, love, compassion and leads you to the heart of Jesus’ loving heart.
Space is limited, so please contact us. Come and let the healing begin.
Inquires are confidential. Contact 717-788-4959 or rvpamd@gmail.com
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November 20 ~ A Chance To
Do Something Extraordinary
By Christopher Meehan
Special to The Witness
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg and Holy Family Radio are
pleased to announce their participation in the Extraordinary Give, Lancaster
County’s Largest Day of Giving. For 24 hours only, beginning at midnight
on November 20, supporters, no matter where they live, can
visit ExtraGive.org and make an
online donation ($25 minimum) to
this one-day giving marathon. All
Providing Help,
donations are tax-deductible. In adCreating Hope
dition, every dollar donated will be
stretched by at least $300,000 from
Christopher Meehan
the Lancaster Community Foundation and community sponsors. Plus,
there is an additional $50,000 in
prizes that Catholic Charities and Holy Family Radio can
win just from your donation!
The mission of the Extraordinary Give is to advance the vitality and wellbeing of the people of Lancaster County by inspiring generosity and being
responsible stewards of gifts for today and tomorrow. Within the Lancaster
community, Catholic Charities provides Behavioral Health Counseling with
licensed outpatient therapy and psychiatry for children, adolescents and adults
through individual, family and marital counseling. In addition, the Catholic
Charities Lancaster Intensive Day Treatment Program serves at-risk youth
(ages 9-15) who possess significant emotional and behavioral needs. Also, the
Catholic Charities Crescent Way Program in the city of Lancaster provides
housing, counseling and support for women recovering from addiction.
Holy Family Radio operates AM 720 WHYF, the only Catholic Radio station in the Diocese of Harrisburg, including Lancaster County. This end of the
year giving opportunity is vital for Holy Family Radio, as a non-profit charity
they depend upon donations for financial support to be able to operate and
remain on the air.
The Extraordinary Give is a unique opportunity for our supporters to make
a difference for Catholic Charities and Holy Family Radio.
Help us go the extra mile! Mark your calendars for November 20. Tell your
family and friends. Give Extraordinary. For more information, visit the Extraordinary Give online at https://extragive.org.
(Christopher Meehan is the Director of Development for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg. Learn about Catholic Charities’ programs
throughout the diocese by visiting www.cchbg.org.)
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Sabbath
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
The amazing group of men and women with whom I work here at the
Diocesan Center have become accustomed to me taking a walk around the
parking lot during my lunch break. They have seen me in the heat of the
summer and bundled up like an Eskimo in the cold of the winter as I finger
the beads of my Rosary while walking the same loop of the
parking lot. Some of them have asked me to pray for this
need or concern that they might have.
This I gladly do. During the walk, I
Thoughts
often stand viewing the bishop’s resifrom a Catholic
dence, the office building as well as
Evangelist
the residence for our retired priests
Sister Geralyn
and ask the Holy Spirit to come
Schmidt, SCC
down on all the people within these
buildings. This 20-minute exercise I
treasure because it has become my
afternoon Sabbath. It is a moment in which I relax with my
Beloved in order to refocus on the rest of the day.
As I type this, I can hear my novice directress encouraging us as we ventured out into the “mission” to take daily Sabbaths, not just the weekly one
which many of us understand. You see, I was brought up to treasure the
Sunday Sabbath rest. As a child, the rhythm of our Sundays were clearly
different than the rest of the week. We focused on church, family and food.
After Mass, we would gather around our kitchen table for our main meal.
It was the only one at which all of my immediate family were gathered
around the same table. Besides this, it was more festive and relaxed than the
meals during our work week. It was a time in which we shared what was
going on with each other. As I grew and ventured into college life, facing
the pressures of a work schedule, of grades and making money for tuition,
the mandatory presence at our Sunday meal was something my parents had
to sadly forego.
The abandonment of Sabbath rest has been experienced by some of us,
yes? Weekends can easily become two more days of extended work, chores,
grocery shopping, yard work, sports, etc. Technology and the compulsive
need to be connected with work as well as our friends seem to have eaten
away what little time is left. Life can become overwhelmingly busy. Our
busyness can heighten our stress levels and can become a pall over our
hearts and minds.
Christine Organ, a writer from the Chicago area, puts it this way: “A constant reliance on technology to do everything right now has the potential to
feed our impatience and self-importance. An over-reliance on technology as
a means of communication has the potential to trivialize our relationships,
and the use of technology as a coping mechanism to numb our emotions has
the potential to prevent personal growth and development.”
“By unplugging for one day each week, my modern-day, personal Sabbath seeks to balance the utility of technology with a little patience and
remind myself that life unfolds on a timetable that is not always within
my control. By removing the distractions one day each week, I am slowly
learning to become comfortable with my own discomfort in order to gain
a certain depth of self-awareness and figure out how to work through, not
around, problems.”1
I can see you shaking your heads in affirmation and understanding.
Many of you have stopped me and humbled me by telling me that my
words affected you in some way. Others have asked me where I get the topics that I write about. Often the conversation usually goes, “Sister, you don’t
know me, but I feel as if I know you because of what you write in your articles.” Others have noticed that my column tagline has somewhat changed.
I am now Wide Area Network Coordinator as well as Director of Formation
for the Wives of the Diaconate. Yes, the latter became a new position for me
when the new class of Aspirants was formed.
As with all new positions, it takes time to understand the breadth and
the depth of the responsibilities. Because of the newness of the program, I
will be taking a brief Sabbath from my writing in The Catholic Witness. By
this, I mean that rather than every edition, my articles will now only appear
once a month. Once I begin to understand the nuisances of this position, as
well as juggling the ever growing technology component, I will begin, once
again, writing articles for each edition.
Know that, as I lap the parking lot at the Diocesan Office, I shall hold you
and your families in my prayers as well. Remember we are all joined by our
common faith, our common baptism and our common love for one another.
God bless!
1
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/taking-modern-day-sabbath
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God
has called them to be.)
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Tech Conference’s Inaugural Videoconference Message
Calls Educators to Consider Media as More than a Tool
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The keynote presentation at this year’s
Tech’d Out conference for Catholic school
educators began with a presentation on food.
Dr. Eugene Gan, Professor of Interactive Media, Communications, and Fine Art
at Franciscan University of Steubenville,
opened his keynote address via videoconference with a reflection on several defining
characteristics of food.
The presentation was a first for the diocese, as it marked the first time that a keynote
presenter appeared via videoconference.
The Tech’d Out conference was held on
Nov. 3 and included, in addition to Dr. Gan’s
presentation, a session on the schools’ usage
of MMS and “unconferences,” during which
educators offered information sessions and
demonstrations of their own best practices.
The attendees gathered before a large
video screen in the Cardinal Keeler Center,
and looked on as Dr. Gan, author of “Infinite
Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in the Media,” presented his address from Franciscan
University.
Food, he said, is a normal part of our lives,
so normal that we might seldom think about
it. It is sensorial, in that it touches all the
senses and elicits thoughts, memories and
emotions.
Food is enjoyable, and given from God as
such. “We know that Heaven is a banquet,
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Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC, the Wide Area Network Coordinator for the Diocese of Harrisburg, looks on as educators
watch Dr. Eugene Gan give his keynote presentation during the Tech’d Out conference.
and we will be enjoying the banquet as the
Bride of Christ,” Dr. Gan said.
He also spoke of the social, creative and
cultural characteristics of food, as it calls us
to socialize with friends and family, offers us

An educator reflects on the characteristics and use of media during the Tech’d
Out conference that the diocese hosts for teachers each year.

an outlet for creativity in the dishes we present, and allows us to share our culture.
Food can be prepared and consumed
quickly and sloppily, or with love and care,
Dr. Gan said. It’s also necessary for our
health and development, yet too much of it
can lead to gluttony.
Why did Dr. Gan offer a reflection on food
during a presentation designed for the use of
media in the classroom?
“We might often hear the statement that
media is merely a tool, merely an instrument.
But that is just like saying that food is merely
fuel. Food is so much more than that,” Dr.
Gan said, “and I’m here to propose to you
that media is so much more than an instrument or a tool. Thinking of media merely as
a tool will end up limiting us and limiting the
way we use it.”
Dr. Gan then returned to the characteristics
of food, but replaced the word “food” with
“media.”
Media is a normal part of our daily experience, and, as such, we have to make an effort
to step away from it to see its impact on our
lives, he said.
“God mediates his love toward us, through
people, places and things. Jesus Christ is the
ultimate medium. He is the Word, the ultimate message,” Dr. Gan said.

Media is sensorial, enjoyable and social,
and allows us to be creative and share our
culture.
“We can consume it quickly and sloppily,
or with love, care and thoughtfulness,” Dr.
Gan said. “We can consume media without
thinking about it’s affecting us or our loved
ones…. As educators, we need to be modeling these good attitudes and good behaviors,” and examine how we engage the media
before we share it with our students, he said.
Just as too much food can lead to gluttony,
too much media consumption can lead to addiction.
But there is good to media, he pointed out.
“Even our liturgy is highly sensorial. There
are bells, smells. We look at the stained-glass
windows…that give narrative and mediate a
story. Liturgy is a kinesthetic experience,”
Dr. Gan said. “God knows how much we
need the sensorial in order to experience.”
“So what is the lesson here? We need to
eat our digital broccoli, and limit our digital
ice cream,” Dr. Gan said. “Take this with you
into the adoration chapel. Think about your
own media use, how you model it, and what
your own behaviors and attitudes are toward
media in order for us to model it to those who
are placed in our care.”

Send Us Your
Holiday
Recipes
and Stories!
The Catholic Witness
is looking to support
family meal time by
sharing family recipes
in upcoming editions,
as well as scripture and
“food for thought.”
Do you have a significant holiday dish and
memory to share with
us? You may mail a
copy of the recipe and
your thoughts to 4800
Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg, PA 17111
or email it to witness@
hbgdiocese.org.
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First-Hand Accounts Reveal Prison Ministry’s
Illustration of God’s Mercy and Love
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
“You teach us to be responsible.
You care for our well-being. You tell us we are
important, and have purpose, and are destined to
become a ‘somebody.’” ~ Gaskin
“Sometimes we are not kind and
respectful, but you still smile. You are the
teachers, the mentors, the advisers, and most of all,
you are our friends.” ~ Denisse
“Volunteers are the many lights that
led us from the storms of the past. They
help us to see the right path.” ~ Lee
Straight from the expressions of gratitude from inmates
themselves, prison ministry volunteers received first-hand
accounts of the impact their efforts can have on the men and
women behind bars in Pennsylvania.
And it’s an impact that cannot be overstated, according to
the Secretary of Corrections for the State of Pennsylvania.
“How we treat individuals when they’re locked up says a
lot more about us and a lot less about those folks in prison,”
John Wetzel told attendees at a prison ministry conference
held at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg on Oct. 31.
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
There are currently 50,300 inmates in Pennsylvania’s Father Francis Menei, a retired priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg, recounts experiences of his ministry as
state prisons, and those inmates have 81,000 children, he former chaplain for the Philadelphia prison system and the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections.
pointed out. That figure doesn’t include county jails, which
on parole. They maintained close contact in the weeks and
currently hold 35,000 inmates.
“Keep in mind that 90 percent of everyone who is in state
months after Frank’s release, and Father Menei celebrated
prison today will come out, at a rate of 18,000 people per
the marriage of Frank and his wife in the Catholic Church.
year,” Secretary Wetzel said. “The question we must all ask
A year later, the priest received a letter and a plane ticket
ourselves is: How do we want people to be released: Older
in the mail, asking him to come to Florida to baptize their
and angrier with no skills, or changed?”
baby and be his godfather. To this day, 32 years later, Father
“I can’t tell you how important volunteers are,” he told
Menei continues to keep in touch with his godson.
those gathered. “You really do have such an impact on our
“December 8 of this year will begin the Year of Mercy
system, and such an impact on the lives of the inmates in
in the Church. Pope Francis reminds us that Jesus Christ is
the system. When you’re impacting an inmate, you’re imthe face of the Father’s mercy and the beating heart of the
pacting a family.”
Gospel. He said that mercy must be extended to the weakThe conference was hosted by the Prison Christian
est and most vulnerable in our society,” Father Menei said.
Growth Group (PCGG), a Catholic ministry whose volun“I don’t know of any group of people that is more vulnerteers bring the love of Jesus Christ into every state prison
able
than the inmates in our institutions,” he continued.
and several other facilities for weekly or bi-weekly faith“You
are Christ’s hands and his feet,” he told those gathsharing sessions.
ered. “Wherever you go, you take Christ with you.”
The Prison Christian Growth Group originated 30 years
ago from Faith Sharing Groups formed at St. Catherine
In addition to Father Menei’s keynote presentation, the
Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, the Cursillo movement, and
conference offered break-out sessions on the work of the
prior experiences of visiting prisons in the federal system.
Prison Christian Growth Group and a question-and-answer
The first State Correctional Institute that the PCGG visited
session on common misunderstandings of the Catholic
was Camp Hill in 1986. The ministry eventually spread
faith.
through much of Pennsylvania, and now has approximately
A third break-out session featured audio recordings of in100 male and female members who bring Christ’s love to
mates offering their thoughts during faith-sharing sessions
inmates in ten state correctional institutions, two county
of the Prison Christian Growth Group.
prisons and one federal penitentiary. In the Diocese of HarSession attendees sat in silent reflection as they listened
risburg, these facilities include Camp Hill and Coal Town- John Wetzel, Secretary of Corrections for the State
to
the 30-minute recording of inmates talking about variof
Pennsylvania,
offers
statistics
about
the
number
ship State Correctional Institutions and the Dauphin and
ous
Gospel themes and how they apply to their personal
of
inmates
in
the
state
prison
system.
One
in
every
Lancaster County prisons.
250
Pennsylvanians
are
currently
in
state
prison,
for
situations.
Two of those reflections are printed here, with
The conference brought together members of the PCGG,
a total of some 50,300 individuals, he said.
permission,
and perhaps offer the best expression of the
folks who volunteer in other prison ministry groups and camagnitude
of
prison ministry:
pacities, and those interested in becoming involved in this God’s presence, put flesh and bone on the mercy, the love,
From
Malcom,
reflecting on forgiveness: “It’s hard to try
Corporal Work of Mercy.
the grace of God.”
to
forgive.
Me,
I
have
a problem with forgiveness because I
In his homily during the Mass he celebrated at the gaththink
that
people
have
done a lot of things to me and I can’t
ering, Bishop Ronald Gainer reflected on the day’s Gospel
‘Show Them What Christ is All About’
forgive
them,
but
I’ve
also done a lot of things to people,
With more than 30 years of prison ministry experience as
reading of Jesus’ willingness to dine at the home of a leadand
I
hope
that
they
would
forgive me. I have to forgive being Pharisee, and compared it to the efforts of prison minis- former chaplain for the Philadelphia prison system and the
cause,
what
I’ve
done
compared
to what Jesus done for me,
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, Father Francis
try volunteers who go where many would rather not.
Menei
has
ministered
to
an
it’s only a mustard seed. He took on more for me than what
“I’m always amazed
untold number of inmates I’ve done to other people, so I have to forgive. If I can’t forabout how Our Lord is
and their families.
not afraid to go into hot
“They will see your witness
give nobody else, I can’t forgive myself. I’ve done so many
Regardless of their indi- things that right now I’m in the right place because God
spots…. He doesn’t shy
and Christ living in you. When they
vidual circumstances, there had to stop me, to sit down and to listen to him. …. Now
away from going into difsee that, they’re going to want Him too. is one constant, the retired that I’m on this walk with Jesus and God, I’m just happy. I
ficult situations. There is
diocesan priest said – they praise them every day. They continue to bless me, and I just
a hope in the heart of the
That’s the goal of prison ministry:
need Christian witness.
Incarnate Son of God for
hope that they forgive me and keep my name in the Lamb’s
show them what Christ is all about.”
“You go in, you smile,
change in the lives of those
you’re kind to them. They Book of Life.”
~ Father Francis Menei,
to whom he ministers,”
From John, reflecting on love: “The Cross is love. Jesus
will see your witness and
Former Chaplain for the Pennsylvania
Bishop Gainer said.
is
love. When he died, he put everything on that Cross for
Department of Corrections
Christ living in you. When
“In a way, it’s an icon
us.
All of our sins are on that Cross. Look at the man next
they see that, they’re going
of your ministry,” he told
to
you,
across from you. That’s your brother. I hope every
to want Him too,” Father
those gathered. “What you
one
of
you
have accepted Jesus in your heart. God is love,
do is very Christ-like, because so many would refuse to Menei said. “That’s the goal of prison ministry: show them
and
he
loves
you. He heals broken hearts; all you have to
go into the hot spot, the place where you’re not sure what what Christ is all about.”
do
is
give
him
all the pieces. Whether we’re in prison or
you’re going to encounter, what you’re going to be asked,
In his keynote presentation for the conference, Father
or what might be demanded of you.”
Menei – who was appointed in 1979 by Cardinal John Krol, not, we’re all brothers….We all got to treat each other with
“You’re willing to go into a place where many prefer to then-Archbishop of Philadelphia, to serve in prison minis- love and respect, compassion. That’s how we can change
pretend doesn’t exist, or they feel it exists because those try – recounted several experiences with inmates, chaplains the world.”
(For information on the Prison Christian Growth Group
people there should be condemned to what they’re experi- and administrators that have left a lasting impression.
One such person was an inmate named Frank, whom Fa- and how to volunteer in its faith-sharing sessions, visit
encing,” the bishop said. “But you’re willing, in imitation
of Christ, to go to those brothers and sisters and put skin on ther Menei counseled in prison and after Frank was released www.pcggprisonministry.org.)
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WYD|STATESIDE

OVERNIGHT VIGIL JULY 30/31, 2015
CanÕt go to Poland with Pope Francis?
WeÕre bringing World Youth Day to you!

Special Guests:

Jackie Francois -

Emcee & Sunday Concert
Sean Patrick Malloy- House Band
Ceili Rain- Saturday Concert

26 HOUR OVERNIGHT VIGIL

Presented by the Diocese of Harrisburg

Holy Mass | Reconciliation

OfÞce for Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Pope Francis WYD Homily
Stations of the Cross
Connect to WYD|USA in Poland

$

175

At Lancaster Catholic High School &
Clipper Magazine Stadiums
Lancaster, PA

Concerts | Speakers
Adoration | Holy Hour

YOUNG ADULT & YOUTH*REGISTRATION
Early Discount & ÔSunday OnlyÕ tickets available

Pilgrimage Walk

*Youth Registration is GROUP ONLY

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

www.hbgdiocese.org/wydstateside
USCCB
Continued from 1

The bishops also will discuss and vote on
a proposed formal statement on pornography, “Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral
Response to Pornography.” The bishops had
given their approval a few years ago to craft
a statement on the subject.
They are scheduled to discuss and vote on
a proposal to take up a one-time national collection to fund the completion of the Trinity
Dome in the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington. No structural work is needed, but
shrine officials have been in planning meetings about the ornamentation of the mosaics
on the underside of the dome, visible from
within the shrine. The big, blue dome has no
ornamentation although the shrine’s other
domes do. No date has been set to begin and
no deadline to complete it. As of yet, no cost
has been affixed to the project.
The bishops also will hear a report from
the USCCB Subcommittee on the Church
Latin America on the golden anniversary
of the annual national Collection for the
Church in Latin America.
Three canonization causes also will go
before the bishops for the canonical consultation required to advance their causes:
• Father Aloysius Ellacuria was a 20th-

century Claretian Missionary priest from the
Basque region of Spain who spent much of
his priestly ministry in the American Southwest, including Los Angeles, San Diego and
Phoenix. He was regarded as a mystic who
urged spreading the message of Our Lady of
Fatima.
• Sister Ida Peterfy was the Slovak-Hungarian-born founder of the Society Devoted
to the Sacred Heart. She endured the deprivations of World War II and the onset of
Soviet domination of her homeland before
she fled, first to Toronto and then to Los Angeles. She had a puppet show on local TV,
“My Friend Pookie,” which was popular for
several years and became nationally known
by educators and families, then developed
the “Sacred Heart Kids’ Club” series of halfhour video instruction on the Catholic faith.
• Antonio Cuipa, who along with more
than 80 “companions,” was martyred for the
faith in colonial Florida between 1549 and
1706. Cuipa, an Apalachee Indian converted
by Franciscans, may have been studying for
the priesthood when he was seized by another Indian band, nailed to a cross and set
afire. Witnesses said Cuipa had a vision of
Mary while he was dying.
The bishops will discuss and vote on proposed revisions to strategic priorities for the
next USCCB planning cycle, which cover
2017-20, following up on input given a draft

version of these priorities during their June
meeting in St. Louis.
A vote will be taken on the inclusion of
“Excerpts From the Roman Missal: Book
for Use at the Chair” in U.S. dioceses.
Presentations will be made to the bishops
by, among others, Dominican Sister Donna
Markham, president and CEO of Catholic Charities USA. The national network
launched its “#End45” campaign to cut U.S.
poverty just ahead of Pope Francis’ visit.
Carolyn Woo, president and CEO of
Catholic Relief Services, will join with
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma
City, CRS chairman, in a presentation on
how CRS programming is responding to
Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si’.
Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of Bridgeport,
Connecticut, will update his brother bishops
on next year’s World Youth Day in Krakow,
Poland. Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley of Boston will give an update on diocesan Project
Rachel ministries for post-abortion healing.
Bishop Richard J. Malone of Buffalo, New
York, chair of the USCCB Committee on
Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, will
report on marriage and family life ministry.
Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore,
chair of the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee on
Religious Liberty, will introduce a trailer to
a movie on Dignitatis Humanae, the Second

Vatican Council’s decree on religious freedom. Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services will
give a presentation on the need to increase
the number of priests for the military chaplaincy.
The USCCB Working Group on the Life
and Dignity of the Human Person will report on a communications research project
and planning for a convocation. The bishops
also will hear recommendations on implementing the Year of Mercy, which starts
Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate Conception.
The bishops will choose a treasurer-elect
for the USCCB as well as chairmen-elect for
six standing committees: Divine Worship;
Migration; Domestic Justice and Human
Development; Clergy, Consecrated Life and
Vocations; and Laity, Marriage, Family Life
and Youth. Bishops also will be chosen for
the boards of CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and development agency, and the
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, or
CLINIC.
The bishops also are scheduled to vote on
the 2016 USCCB budget and the 2017 diocesan assessment that helps fund USCCB
operations.
The public session of the bishops’ fourday assembly is only the first two days.
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Rocks Topple Fighting Irish to Win
Second Straight District Soccer Championship
The ‘Rocks celebrate
back-to-back District 3 titles.
CHRIS HEISEY,
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

York
Catholic’s
Liz Johnson
battles with
Trinity’s Emily
D’Amico for a
header.

The oft used cliché in sports that the
game was closer than the score indicated
was quite the truism in the District 3 Class
A soccer final between the Shamrocks of
Trinity High and the Fighting Irish of York
Catholic on a comfortably warm Nov. 5 at
Hersheypark Stadium. Though the ’Rocks
scored three goals – two in the first 30
minutes – the Fighting Irish came to life in
the second half, carrying the play for long
stretches. And it’s not a stretch to say that
York Catholic had three quality scoring
chances with two strikes barely missing
wide and another crack that was shut by
Trinity’s excellent goalie, Amanda Knaub,
who made several saves to snuff out any
Fighting Irish comeback effort. The Irish
had eight corner kicks in the second half.
Trinity (19-1-1) heads into the PIAA
state playoffs on a roll, where they will
defend their 2014 state title in tournament
play over the next two weeks. The Fighting Irish, who were making their first ever
district final appearance, also will be seeded in the 16-team field.

Trinity’s Theresa Durle challenges Fighting Irish defender Eden Jahn for
a ball.

Delone Catholic Runners Leave Many Behind this Autumn
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Delone’s Leanne Sneeringer, shown here running earlier in the
fall at the Diocesan Invitational in York, finished third at the District 3 meet.

In the District Cross Country
championships held this year
at Big Spring High School on
Halloween, runners from Delone Catholic in McSherrystown placed in the top-ten in
both the boys’ and girls’ races
in Class A to give the Squires a
second-place finish for the girls
and a third for the boys. Leading
the way for the boys was Will
Greene, whose second-place
finish was only six seconds off
the lead with a pace of 5:18 over
the 3.1-mile course that features
long climbs, sharp corners and a
long downhill finish that favors
the runner who can stride out
when tired.
The girls were paced by Leanne Sneeringer (3rd), Kate
Mowery (5th) and Alyssa Alberghini (6th) to place second
behind Veritas Academy by only
eight points.
The Trinity boys placed second in the Class AA run, finishing behind York Suburban.
A week later in the PIAA state
championships at Hershey’s
Parkview Course, Delone’s senior Will Greene finished in 8th
place to earn a medal.

ROBERT CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY

Delone’s Will Greene won a second place medal at districts and
an eighth place medal at the PIAA state meet on Nov. 7.
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York Catholic Nets
Gold in Volleyball
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
For the first time since 2007, The Fighting Irish of York Catholic won the District
3 Class A girls’ volleyball title with a hard fought win against Lititz Christian, 3-0
(25-23, 25-16, 26-24) at Dallastown High School. Trailing 12-8 in the first set, the
Fighting Irish came back to tie the game at 14-14; after 9 lead changes, York Catholic finally sealed the all important first set, 25-23. In the third set, the Fighting Irish
fell behind 9-1 before rallying again to win the match in dramatic fashion with a tight
26-24 win to earn the gold medal.
York Catholic enters the 16-team PIAA Class A state tournament, with the state
finals set for Nov. 21.
Left: York Catholic’s Rachel Shelley goes high for a kill against Lititz Christian.
Below: The Fighting Irish celebrate their District 3 championship.
PAT CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY

Delone Catholic Falls Short in District Rematch
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Some spectators might have felt
a sense of déjà vu as they filled the
bleachers at Dallastown High School
gymnasium on November 7 to watch
Delone Catholic and Berks Catholic compete for the PIAA District III
Girls’ AA volleyball championship.
After this year’s match, the schools
have evened their four-year district
playoff history match up, against each

other with two wins apiece.
Berks Catholic won the first two sets
(25-16, 25-16). Delone senior Sarah
Senft’s dominant play, including her 15
kills, helped her team to secure a win in
the third set, 25-22. The Squirettes kept
their fight going into set four, but struggled to get the lead and keep it. Delone
Catholic lost this year’s District 3 final,
3-1. As Delone continues into the state
playoffs, they could potentially meet
Berks Catholic in the state semi-finals.

Lexi Shanabrook, senior defensive specialist, slides to return a volley.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Delone’s Sydney Dockins prepares for a tip in the District 3 final.
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Researcher Finds Something Deep,
Life-Changing within Nuns’ Cloister
By Elizabeth Eisenstadt Evans
Catholic News Service
When independent filmmaker and artist Abbie Reese inaugurated her collaboration with the Poor Clare Colettine nuns at the
Corpus Christi Monastery in Rockford, Illinois, she had a professional goal: nurturing a collaborative relationship that would
serve as a backdrop to a young woman’s transition from secular
life into an alternative community.
Ten years down the road, Reese admits that the time she has
spent with the nuns, who practice a form of strict enclosure relatively rare in contemporary culture, has had an effect on her that
goes well beyond scholarly objectivity and curiosity.
A relationship that began a decade ago as a long-term project has, over time, evolved into a project she described as both
broader and more profound.
Reese was fresh off a yearlong volunteer stint as a media liaison in the communications department for a huge hospital ship,
another form of enclosed community, when she began her oral
history collaboration with the nuns, whom she first approached
in 2005.
In the introduction to her 2014 book, “Dedicated to God: An
Oral History of Cloistered Nuns,” Reese writes that the call to
leave the secular world and embrace a cloistered existence –
these nuns rarely leave the monastery – was, for many, quite unexpected: “It defied their God-given temperaments. It violated
dreams. It dashed plans for marriage and children. It meant their
world would shrink, temporally, to a fourteen-acre campus, so
that their minds could dwell on God.”
As her relationships with the nuns deepened, they began to
open up, not only the physical space they inhabited, but their
own vocational stories. “Looking back, I think they wanted to
see if I could respect their faith and honor their tradition while
within their space,” she said.
While at first she would dress in the street clothes she normally wore, eventually she found herself dressing with deliberate
modesty. “They only see the hands and faces of other [women],
so to see more skin on somebody else is quite distracting. ... I
would not wear makeup, and would take off my dangly earrings
before going in.”
She makes it clear that the nuns didn’t impose their expectations on her. Nor did her growing knowledge of monastery life
impel her to discover a hitherto unknown call, she added.
“It’s clear your calling is to tell stories,” one of the nuns told
her.
Given that the nuns only speak to each other when strictly
necessary, even the act of interviewing one of them was eyeopening, said Reese. “Sister Nicolette (a pseudonym), who was
really worldly before she entered, fluent in four languages and
grew up in Europe, would get hoarse in half an hour. It takes an
emotional toll to communicate like that. She was so deliberate in
the words she chose, so thoughtful and contemplative.”
“I experienced the monastic pace through them. It is incred-

Contemplative Communities of
Nuns in the Diocese of Harrisburg
Contemplative life focuses on communion with God
through prayer and self denial. The religious sisters devote
their days to prayer, contemplation and solitude for the salvation of the world. They live a strictly cloistered life, set apart
from the world in order to dedicate themselves to God. There
are three contemplative communities of nuns in the Diocese
of Harrisburg:
Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary in Lancaster
1834 Lititz Pike, Lancaster PA 17601
717-569-2104
www.opnunslancaster.org

Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Elysburg
430 Monastery Road, Elysburg PA 17824
570-672-2122
Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Danville
1 Maria Hall Drive, Danville PA 17821
570-275-4682

In this undated photo, a Poor Clare Colettine
nun who is the novice mistress works with a
novice in the wood shop at the religious order’s
Corpus Christi Monastery in Rockford, Ill.
CNS/ABBIE REESE

ibly compelling,” Reese said in a telephone interview with the
National Catholic Reporter’s Global Sisters Report. She added
that while she spent nights in the guest quarters and visited the
enclosure on occasion as the project evolved, she never spent a
night inside the nuns’ residence.
In her book, Reese describes the way nuns order their days,
a rhythm that moves between manual labor and prayer with a
particular and sustained focus on veneration of the sacrament. A
few are deputized to answer the phone, a link to the personal and
global sorrows and crises outside their walls.
When they aren’t gathered for the Divine Office seven times
a day – including at midnight – or engaged in private prayer, the
nuns can be found working in the garden, baking altar breads to
be packaged and mailed off to different congregations, or fixing furniture in their workshop. Though they depend chiefly on
donations to run their household, they also have a gift shop in
which they sell hand-sewn Communion veils as well as cards
and rosaries.
As do other cloistered communities, the nuns at Corpus Christi seem to have great confidence in the efficacy of their calling:
healing the world through the power of intercessory prayer.
“They intervene in the course of history, believing that their
prayers and penances for strangers and family can alter outcomes,” writes Reese. “At the ceremony when a nun makes
final, permanent vows, she hugs her family for one final time.
This sacrifice serves a purpose: The material world is not the
end, and their sufferings and martyrdoms allow God’s will to
become manifest in the world.”
These final hugs happen six years after a sister enters as a
postulant. “It’s a really emotional ceremony,” said Reese. “Their
mothers don’t want to let go.”
Thereafter, nuns will only see their families seated behind a
grille, and they are only allowed four visits per year. Some of
the older nuns told her, Reese said, that after they departed for
the monastery, their mothers would continue to set a place at the
dinner table for them: “The separation was so extreme that it
was like a death.”
Nonetheless, she said, the community continues to attract
vocations. At the moment, there are approximately 22 nuns in
Rockford, some of whom had transferred from active orders.
One, she said, had served in the military.
Like other religious communities, these Corpus Christi nuns –
theirs is a Franciscan order and Clare was a friend and follower
of St. Francis – have pets. Though the nuns told Reese that the
dogs are there to protect them, “God sent them a cat. They found
it in the dumpster one day.”
“People keep asking me why I spent 10 years on the project”
said Reese, a non-Catholic raised by two veterans of the 1960s’

Jesus movement. “There are really fun women. That’s part of
the reason it was so enjoyable for so long.”
But they also are very open about the cost of shutting the door
on the secular world. “When a young woman enters, she isn’t
immediately expected to wake up every night [for prayer]. It’s
something they are gradually assimilated into.”
As Reese spent more and more time getting to know the Corpus Christi community, her interest in telling the story in greater
depth grew.
“The whole reason I wanted to do this project was to follow
young women through the process of transitioning from one
identity to another,” said Reese. In addition to her focus on the
Illinois community, she is pursuing a separate project with funding from the Harvard University Shlesinger Library on the History of Women. For the past 10 years, she has been interviewing
young women around the country who are considering religious
life.
Currently she is in the process of editing “Chosen (Custody of
the Eyes),” a film that follows 20-something painter and blogger
“Heather.” In both the book and the movie the nuns chose to use
aliases. “Heather,” whom Reese met in 2005, ended up joining
the Rockford community of Poor Clare Colettines, becoming
“Sister Amata.”
But when Reese sets foot in the monastery, which is set back
from a busy road, and catches a whiff of the incense, the way she
experiences the passing of time itself changes, she said. “As I interacted with those women, who have embraced a different, ancient rule, I understood it in a different and much deeper way.”
Asked why women who so rarely interact with the culture that
laps at their door chose to open up their lives to her, Reese said:
“In part they see the benefit of people knowing that this life still
exists, that young women are still called.”
While she was collecting information, she shared the transcripts with the nuns she interviewed.
And when the book was finished, she gave them a copy
which, the mother abbess told her, they passed from one nun to
another. As the nuns have read the book, they have told Reese
they’ve been learning about themselves.
Reese’s project has another future benefit: providing the nuns
who function as administrators with biographical details about
their companions, with whom they often shared the rigor of a
daily routine without the small intimacies of secular friendships.
“When a nun died,” she said, often they didn’t know what to put
in the monastery record.”
(Eisenstadt Evans is a religion columnist for Lancaster Newspapers Inc., as well as a freelance writer.)

World Expects Believers to Work Together for Peace, Pope Says
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
The world expects all people of religious faith to work with
everyone for a better future, Pope Francis told representatives of
major religions.
“We can walk together taking care of each other and of creation” in joint projects that fight poverty, war and corruption and
help people live in dignity, he told them during a special general
audience dedicated to interreligious dialogue.
The audience in St. Peter’s Square Oct. 28 marked the 50th
anniversary of “Nostra Aetate,” the Second Vatican Council’s
declaration on relations with other religions; the audience also
recalled the historic first World Day of Prayer for Peace in Assisi, Italy, Oct. 27, 1986.
“The flame, lit in Assisi, spread to the whole world and marks
a permanent sign of peace,” Pope Francis said in his address.
Inviting the thousands gathered in the square to pray according to their own religious tradition, the pope said, “Let us ask the
Lord to make us be more like brothers and sisters, and more like
servants to our brothers and sisters in need.”

In his written address, the pope said, “The world looks to us
believers, it urges us to collaborate with each other and people
of goodwill who do not profess any religion, it asks from us effective responses to many issues: peace, hunger, poverty,” the
environmental and economic crises, corruption, moral decay and
violence – especially that waged in the name of religion.
Religions don’t have a special “recipe” to solve these problems, he said, “but we have a great resource – prayer. Prayer is
our treasure,” which believers turn to in order to ask for those
gifts people are yearning for.
Concerning the future of interreligious dialogue, he said, “the
first thing we have to do is pray. Without the Lord, nothing is
possible; with him, everything becomes” possible.
He asked that prayer lead people to follow the will of God,
who wants everyone to recognize each other as brothers and
sisters and to form a ‘great human family in a harmony of diversity.”
Unfortunately, much of the violence and terrorism unfolding
in the world have made people suspicious or critical of religion,
he said.
However, “although no religion is immune from the risk of
fundamentalist or extremist deviations,” he said, people must

look at the positive aspects of religious beliefs, especially how
they are a source of hope for so many.
Pope Francis said respectful dialogue can lead to friendship
and concrete initiatives between religious believers in serving
the poor, the elderly, the marginalized and immigrants.
In fact, the upcoming Year of Mercy is the perfect occasion to
work together on charitable projects, he said.
Charity, “where compassion especially counts, can unite with
us many people who do not consider themselves to be believers
or who are seeking God and truth,” and with anyone who makes
those in need a priority, he said.
The pope also praised the profound improvements in JewishChristian relations. He said the past 50 years have seen indifference and conflict turn into collaboration and goodwill, and
enemies and strangers have become friends and family.
Mutual understanding, respect and esteem make up the only
path for fruitful dialogue, not only with Jews, but with Muslims
as well, he said.
“The dialogue we need has to be open and respectful,” he said,
and includes respecting people’s right to life, physical integrity
and fundamental freedoms like freedom of conscience, thought,
expression and religion.
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Italian POW Descendants Gather for 70th Anniversary
By Terry Burger
Special to The Witness
Through an interpreter, Mattia Brusati and Luisella
Volpi said their visit to the Chambersburg area was
highly emotional for them.
During WWII, Mattia’s grandfather, Renato Volpi, Luisella’s father, was one of about 1,200 Italian
POWs who were kept at what was then known as the
Letterkenny Ordinance Depot Franklin County.
POWs who swore allegiance to the U.S. after Italy
surrendered in 1943 were integrated into Italian Service Units, or ISUs. They assisted in the U.S. war effort as part of the 321st Quartermaster Battalion.
The Italians, overwhelmingly Roman Catholic,
had been holding religious services in a barracks, but
wanted their own chapel. So...they built one out of
stone and other materials salvaged from abandoned
farm buildings scattered around the base, beginning
with the 65-foot-tall bell tower.
70 years ago last month, the Italians, other than
those who decided to stay, were returned to their

country to take up their old lives.
One of them was Renato Volpi.
“My father and Mattia were very close,” said Luisella Volpi. “They talked all the time. He told Mattia all about his time here at Letterkenny, and about
building the chapel.”
The visit would have been emotional anyway, but
was made more so that Renato did not make it to the
return trip. He died last year at the age of 93.
“We have seen the photographs, of course,” said
Mattia.
“But now,” said his mother. “Now, we get to come
and actually see it, and attend Mass in their memory
inside the chapel itself. It meant a great deal.”
The prisoners brought more than construction and
stoneworking skills. Renato played the violin; others played an assortment of other instruments, said
Dr. Flavio Giovanni Conti of Rome. Conti and Gettysburg College professor Alan R. Perry have co-authored a book, “Italian Prisoners of War in PA, 194445: Allies on the Home Front.”

Conti also acted as interpreter for Mattia and Luisella.
“They had an orchestra, a band, and a chorus at Letterkenny,” he said.
The Very Rev. Luis R. Rodriguez, pastor of the
Corpus Christi Roman Catholic Church in Chambersburg, gave the sermon at the Letterkenny chapel.
In honor of the 20 or so special guests from Italy,
he gave the sermon in Italian, with printed copies in
English handed out to the packed sanctuary.
The sermon began with Rodriguez stating that
“there are no victories in war.”
“To make war is madness and to find our peace in
God is our lasting peace,” he said further on. “There
must come a time when men and women in conflict
lay down their weapons and once again forge the
agreement of peace, mutually forgiving, and live determined never to allow hatred to overcome peace.”
(Terry Burger is a reporter for The Public Opinion. His article recently appeared in the October 24,
2015, issue, and is reprinted here with permission.)

Parish Bazaars
(Bazaars are also listed online at www.hbgdiocese.org. Submit your information via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org.)
The St. Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary is sponsoring a Bazaar and Craft
Show to benefit the Residents of the Retirement Community Friday, November 20 from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
and Saturday, November 21 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Anne’s Retirement Community, 3952 Columbia
Avenue, Columbia. Featured along with handcrafted items and seasonal decorations will be a baked
goods table. New this year will be “Crafts for Kids,” where kids will be able to make gifts. The Pet
Committee will have offerings for your pets. Santa will visit on Saturday. There will also be a number
of craft vendors. Items offered for sale by the vendors include jewelry, ladies accessories, knitted
and crocheted items, wooden items, wreaths and seasonal arrangements, scarves, wheelchair and
walker bags, pot holders, scrub tops and aprons, counted cross-stitch angels, paintings, tote bags, tea
towel dresses, handmade cards, quilted purses, homemade sand tarts, and log cabin birdhouses and
outhouses. All vendor spaces are filled. Lunch of chicken corn soup, hot dogs, BBQ, cold drinks, and
coffee will be available. Donations of baked goods may be brought to St. Anne’s Retirement Community Thursday, November 19 or Friday, November 20.
St. Peter Parish in Columbia will host its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December
5 and Sunday, December 6 in the Parish Center, Second and Union Streets, Columbia. All items for
sale are either made or donated by parishioners. A light meal of soup and sandwiches along with an
assortment of desserts will be available following the 5 p.m. Saturday evening Mass. On Sunday, a
continental breakfast will be available following the 8 a.m. Mass. Also on Sunday, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,
a full-course ham dinner will be served along with desserts made by parishioners. The event is open to
the public. Tickets for the dinner will be available at the door for eat in or take out.
St. Jude Thaddeus in Mifflintown: Women’s Guild Christmas Cookie Walk and gift sale,
Saturday, December 12 in the church social hall from 9 a.m.-noon (or while supply lasts). Purchase an
empty container for $10 and fill it with your choice from a wide variety of homemade Christmas cookies. Sale features a selection of lovely, handmade gifts, homemade candies, and a White Elephant
table with assorted Christmas items. We are growing and have increased our cookies and selection
of crafts and needlework. Doors open at 8 a.m. Come early and join us for free coffee. St. Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church is located at 3819 William Penn Hwy. (Old Route 22) across the street from
Tuscarora Junior High School. For directions or more information, contact Shirley Baade at 436-2373.
St. Rita’s Women’s Society will hold the annual Christmas Mart and Religious Articles Sale
on Saturday, December 5 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Parish Hall behind the Church on 13219 Monterey
Lane, Blue Ridge Summit. Live green wreaths, swags and centerpieces, crafts, baked goods and
religious articles as well as lunch and a raffle will be available. Come early for best selection! The religious articles sale will also be held after all the Masses on Saturday evening as well as Sunday morning (4:30 p.m. Saturday; 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday). Contact Sylvia Bloom at 717-794-2432 or
hrbloom@pa.net or Rose Hebda at 717-762-6257 or rehebda@comcast.net to order grave blankets or
special wreaths, etc, (for example, 2 of a kind).
Breakfast in Bethlehem Saturday, December 5, at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish, 1300
Lehman Street, Lebanon, from 8 a.m.-noon. Breakfast provided by the Knights of Columbus with
a one-man dramatization of the Nativity Story presented by Father Michael Rothan at 8:30 and 10.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for children. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. For information
or tickets, contact dorseyppr@aol.com or 717-450-4506.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon will hold their annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 21,
at the 750 State Drive Social Hall from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Walnut, poppyseed and apricot studel, plus sugar
cookies, will be available. Also, homemade candies and caramels, gift baskets, jewelry and handbag
boutique, chance booth, flea market items and a Christmas booth. Lunch will be served, including a
variety of soups. Come join us for a fun day and bring a friend.
The Trail Life and American Heritage Girls troops of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Mechanicsburg will host an art and craft show November 13 from 6-10 p.m., November 14
from 8 a.m.-7 p.m., and November 15 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the church, located at 310 Hertzler Road in
Mechanicsburg.
St. Mary’s Women’s Societies’ Annual Holiday Bazaar will be held November 14
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and November 15 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 309 S. George
St., York. Loads of homemade crafts, Attic Treasures, Book Nook, Santa’s Shop, raffles, bake table,
homemade candy, Mrs. Claus’ Kitchen and, for the kids, a gingerbread house workshop! Plenty of
great gift ideas and stocking stuffers! For information, call Lin Huber at 717-252-2939.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Christmas Bazaar will be held November 21 from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. at 6084 West Canal Road, Abbottstown. Come and enjoy a day of fun, food and yummy treats.
Come to start or finish Christmas shopping and find unique gifts for everyone on your list. Breakfast
and lunch will be available for purchase. For information, call Sister Rosanne, 717-259-0611.
Divine Redeemer Parish Christmas Faire will be held November 14 from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. at Divine Redeemer Office/St. Peter’s Church Hall, 438 West Avenue, Mount Carmel, and Divine
Mercy Hall 400 Block West Cherry Street, Mount Carmel. Fabulous homemade foods, beverages and
baked goods, crafters and vendors, raffles, auction - decorated Christmas wreaths.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will be holding its 2nd Annual Christmas
Bazaar on Dec. 12 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over 40 vendors will be selling their wares. There will be
breakfast and lunch served, as well as a raffle for a handmade cabinet made by a parishioner. Other
raffles will be take place on gift baskets.
St. Francis Xavier Gift Fair and Holiday Bazaar will take place November 14 from 8
a.m.-3 p.m. at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. Local vendors and artisans. Fair trade

gifts, coffee & teas. Longaberger baskets and Precious Moment collectibles for sale, holiday gifts,
baked goods, religious articles, children’s crafts and raffles. Café offering breakfast and lunch items.
Free Admission. Call 717-334-0333, www.sfxpccw.org.
Annual Winter Bazaar at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon. Something
for everyone: homemade candy, variety of foods, homemade soups, baked goods, crafts and theme
baskets. Join us on November 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For information, call Midge at 717-29-0785.
Sacred Heart Catholic Church will host a Christmas Bazaar at the Parish Center,
1031 Sprenkle Rd., Spring Grove, on November 21 from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. Vendors, homemade crafts,
raffles, silent auctions, homemade food, and pies, face painting, gingerbread house building, Santa’s
secret workshop. For information, call 717-225-1704.
The annual St Paul the Apostle Holiday Bazaar is November 14 in Annville. Jewelry,
wooden articles, sewn/knitted/crocheted items (caps, mittens, scarves, slippers, etc.), fall and Christmas decorations or other holiday decorations and other gift giving items will be available. “The Sweet
& Bake Shoppe” will have available your favorite cakes, pies, candy, jams/jellies, etc. “The Café” will
feature grilled chicken sandwiches, homemade soups, hot dogs, meatball sandwiches, doughnuts,
bagels. Contact Mary Kreider (717-867-1548) if you have any questions.
Trinity High School in Camp Hill fall craft fair will be held November 14 from 8:30
a.m.-3 p.m. Eighty vendors, Santa and Mrs. Claus, bake sale, breakfast and lunch items and a basket
raffle. Family friendly event to start off the holiday shopping. Contact Heather at 717-649-1011 or
heather_od2002@yahoo.com.
St. Joseph Holiday Bazaar will be held November 14 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Parish
Social Hall, 5125 Grandview Road, Hanover. Approximately 60 vendors, Granny’s Attic, raffle prizes,
bake table and breakfast and lunch served. Come and see the many different gift ideas for Christmas. For more information, call the office at 717-637-5236.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish and Holy Family Parish are joining together for a holiday
bazaar on November 14 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Holy Family Parish, 555 S. 25th Street, Harrisburg. If
you are interested in renting a table for $20, contact Ann at 717-564-9234. The holiday bazaar will
feature hand-crafted items, homemade foods, baked goods, music and raffles.
St. Anthony’s Church will host its annual Christmas Bazaar on November 14 from
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Resurrection Catholic School, 521 East Orange Street, Lancaster. The bazaar
will be held in the school’s cafeteria. This is the 30th year. Items for sale include food, crafts, holiday
decorations, gifts, wreaths, jewelry and sweets/desserts. There will also be a children’s shopping room
to provide small children the opportunity to shop by themselves for family members and friends. A
raffle will take place with various prizes. Musical entertainment will be provided throughout the day by
Cody McSherry.
The annual Christmas Bazaar at St. James Catholic Church, 505 Woodcrest
Avenue, Lititz, will take place on November 20 from 4-8 p.m. and November 21 from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.
There is no admission fee, and all proceeds benefit church improvements. There will be fun activities
for people of all ages, including a white elephant sale, children’s workshop and pictures with Santa,
bake sale, basket raffle, silent auction, 25 cent bingo, fish bowl and a raffle drawing for fabulous prizes.
St James Café will be open Friday evening with a delicious menu. Saturday’s menu includes light
breakfast options, our famous soups, sandwiches, homemade pierogies and salads at lunch and a
ham/turkey dinner in the evening. For information, call the parish office at 717-626-5580.
Saint Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg will hold its Annual Christmas Fest on
November 21 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Please join us for a day of fun, food, and Christmas shopping. Find
unique gifts for everyone on your list. The event will be held at the Parish Life and Education Center,
420 East Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg. Christmas shopping, crafts, holiday fun and food, activities
for all ages, silent auction, raffle, children’s games, St. Nicholas, Scholastic Book Fair, musical performances by St. Joseph School and Church Adult Choir. For information, or if you are a vendor, small
business owner, or crafter who would like to purchase a 10’ x 6’ vendor space for the event, contact
Valerie Spangler at vjdspn@verizon.net or 717-790-9172.
Immaculate Conception is now accepting vendor applications for their annual
Winterfest Holiday Bazaar to be held on Saturday, December 5 from 8:00-2:00 at the New Oxford Social Club Pavilion, 200 W. Golden Lane, New Oxford. Contact Leslie Nieves at Leslie.Nieves@hotmail.
com for additional details.
St. Rose of Lima will host a free breakfast with Santa at its Christmas festival.
Children ten and under can enjoy breakfast with Santa on Nov. 21 from 9-10 a.m. Pre-registration is
a must; call 717-843-3043. Children can win prizes by playing reindeer games for 25 cents each, and
make Christmas crafts for 25 cents each. Face painting will be free for anyone who brings a donation
of hats, gloves or scarves, which will be donated to local brothers and sisters in need. Adutls can enjoy
bargains from Mrs. Claus’ attic, bid on items in a silent auction, or play Bingo for gift cards. The silent
auction will close at 1 p.m. and the day’s events will end at 2 p.m. There will be 15 games of Bingo for
$15 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. All ages may get their picture with Santa, enjoy Christmas music, food,
drink and baked goods. Everything takes place in the parish center at the corner of Mason Avenue and
Richland Avenue in York. For information, call 717-843-3043.
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KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Charles F. Bolesta.

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and
the consolation of their loved ones.
ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate
Heart of Mary: Jane Behr.
BERWICK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Judith Ann
Disidoro, Rose O’Reilly, Dwayne
Tressler.
BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St.
Rita: James Hays.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph
the Worker: A. Loretta Smith, Thelma
Zeigler.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Charles Bauman, Francis J. Fanucci,
Leona Mack.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Robert Schlosser.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes:
Daniel Sweeney.
ELYSBURG – Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary: Elizabeth Bierowski,
Guido A. Pisani.
FAIRFIELD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Allen Sprankle.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: George Winkler.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: James
McMaster, Lucille Nielsen, William
Noble, Michael Redding, Ruth
Toomey; St. Vincent de Paul: Cyril
Brodbeck, Phyllis McDonald.
HARRISBURG – St. Margaret
Mary: Frances Burcin.

COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Bernard M. Sosnoskie.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Kathryn Spang, Thomas Strawbridge.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Charles Cornbower.

JONESTOWN – Our Lady Fatima:
Joan M. De Vincenzo, Joan Koch.

Resurrection Catholic School
Celebrates ‘Family of Faith’
The Holy Father’s visit to the United States had special significance to members of the Resurrection Catholic School community in Lancaster, because of the emphasis on family, the
school’s theme for this year.
Pope Francis spoke much and often about family during his
visit to the United States in September and in previous speeches throughout the world. At Resurrection, staff remarked upon
the connection with its own “Family of Faith” theme for the
2015-16 school year.
New teacher Dan Cotchen said the principal told him when
she hired him, “Family is the most important thing here.” As a
Resurrection graduate and father of an 8-month-old, Cotchen
said he feels the sense of family at home and school, but the
pope added responsibility to it.
“Coming from the highest power, the most important person
in our faith, if he emphasizes family, then we must follow it,
too,” Cotchen said.
Principal Brenda Weaver said the theme was chosen “because we know we can do nothing without faith in God and
the support and help of others who care.” But the pope’s visit
revealed a deeper, multi-faceted side of it.
“He said families have differences, but love overcomes all,”
Weaver said. “We are guided by our faith and our passion for
education as we lead each child on his or her journey to become
a disciple of Christ. It’s an awesome job that we cannot accomplish without prayer from families and friends.”
Students, parents, staff, donors and community members are
included in its familial circle of support.
The school plans to hold monthly Family of Faith activities
including a family Rosary that took place in October. Teacher
Sylvia Buller mentioned a 2013 homily Pope Francis delivered
in which he said, “Praying the Rosary together, as a family, is
very beautiful and a source of great strength.” Buller said the
pope defined holy families as those who pray, keep the faith
and experience joy.
“We are so blessed here at Resurrection Catholic School to
be able to celebrate our faith and joys together in our school
community as a family of faith, and in doing so, follow the
leadership of Pope Francis,” Buller said.
When Pope Francis spoke to thousands gathered on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in September, he declared the celebration of the feast of the family. “Our school humbly acknowledges the pope’s message and we will try to live it during this
school year,” Weaver said.
(Article submitted by Donna Walker, Resurrection Catholic
School.)

Mother Maria Kaupas Center
Receives Grant from Our Sunday Visitor
Our Sunday Visitor Institute, headquartered in Huntington,
Ind., has awarded a $6,000 grant to the Mother Maria Kaupas
Center in Mount Carmel to support Catholic youth and young
adult volunteer programs there.
One of the goals of the new center is to empower Catholic youth to become more actively engaged in society, using
their understanding of Catholic social teaching in working to
improve communities. The grant will fund scholarships, which
will be awarded on a competitive basis to volunteer groups.
The institute is a legacy of the late Archbishop John Francis

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Edward Brufke, Bernadine Pursel,
Marie Rittenhouse; St. John Neumann:
Shirley Lantrip, Rodger Mulvey,
Edmund Nimick, Robert Wolf, Sr.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Marie Brannon, Rosemary Kantz,
Edward Richards, Donald J. Rossi.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation BVM: Sgt. Major Edward O.
Spangler.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Mary Metallo.

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of
Mercy: Thomas Doraski.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the
Great: Vic Barbaro, Maureen Schweich, Mike Tucker.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X:
Vincent Jarabeck.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Beatrice Darensbourg, Thomas S.
Verbos.
YORK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Joanne Campbell,
Daniel Gonzalez, Charles Hemler;
St. Rose of Lima: William L. Kutsch,
Carmen Bernazard Marrero.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Dolores Gallagher.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Anna Amarose, Charles
C. Chesney, Richard A. Kabonick,
Sharon D. Marshalek, Mary Lou
Meredith.
NEW BLOOMFIELD - St. Bernard: Rosalia Lubrano, Howard
(Wayne) Reed.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John
the Baptist: John W. “Jack” Dwyer,
Charles J. Burke.

Noll, who founded “Our Sunday Visitor,” a national Catholic
newspaper. Archbishop Noll’s lifetime mission was to educate
Catholic laity in the faith and advance the culture of life in
society.
The Kaupas Center, located at 412 W. Avenue, is a ministry
of Divine Redeemer Parish. The center is inspired by the work
of Mother Maria Kaupas. Kaupas, who came to the United
States from Lithuania, founded the Sisters of St. Casimir and
established Holy Cross School in Mount Carmel more than 100
years ago. Kaupas, who died in 1940, has been declared Venerable, the first step on the path to being declared a saint.
Bishop Ronald Gainer helped dedicate the center in April in
a program that was attended by members of the Sisters of St.
Casimir. The religious order is now headquartered in Chicago.
Also attending were representatives of three other religious
congregations, the Felician Sisters, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius and the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
based in Scranton and Philadelphia.
In addition to assisting local students in meeting service
requirements for confirmation, the center hopes to work with
college campus ministry programs to provide opportunities for
community engagement and volunteering in the area. There
are 18 campus ministry programs throughout the Diocese of
Harrisburg and 24 colleges within a 70-mile radius of Mount
Carmel, including five Catholic colleges.

Past Grand Knight
of Knights of Columbus
Council #14349 Receives Award
Charles Becker, past Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus
Council #14349 was recently presented with an award plaque
and ceremonial gavel in recognition for his 8 years of service

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in November
during the past 25 years:
Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012.

as Grand Knight for the council at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Spring Grove. Incoming Grand Knight Nevin Taylor presented the plaque to Charles Becker, with council members and
the entire Becker family in attendance.
Charles Becker was elected to the position of Grand Knight
at the founding of Council #14349 in July of 2007. The dedication and wisdom he brought to the post resulted in his being reelected for an additional 3 terms.
Over the course of Mr. Becker’s tenure, the 40-member
council took on projects that benefitted both the Sacred Heart
Parish of Spring Grove and the larger community. Among
those were the establishment of a computer lab at the Sacred Heart Parish Center in 2007, the council’s adoption and
maintenance of Route 116 south of Spring Grove, an annual
mitten tree that provides Christmas gifts to less fortunate
families in the greater York area, an annual breakfast for the
parish religious education students, and smaller acts of helpfulness and charity for the parish. The largest undertaking of
Council #14349 was the sponsorship of the visit of the Our
Lady of Fatima statue, “The Pilgrim Virgin,” which occurred
at the Sacred Heart Parish Center on November 3, 2013. On
that day, every member of the council was at his designated
post as people from as far north as Selinsgrove and as far
south as Maryland came to Spring Grove to be part of the
program.
In accepting the award, Mr. Becker promised to assist the
new Grand Knight in continuing the council’s tradition of
doing good and helping others. Charles Becker exemplifies
the guiding principles of the Knight of Columbus and the
Catholic Church.
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Spiritual Offerings

Recitation of the Rosary for America and the
world takes place on the square in Littlestown every third
Saturday of the month at noon. The next date is November 15.
Contact Barb Renner at barbrenner33@yahoo.com.      
Couples in the West Shore who are celebrating
their 25th Wedding anniversary this year are invited
to a Mass and reception hosted by the Cumberland Perry District
Council of Catholic Women. The Mass and reception will be held
on Sunday, November 22, at 2:00 p.m. at Saint Katharine Drexel
Church, 1 Peter Drive, Mechanicsburg. Deadline for reservations
is November 15. For more information, please call Stella at 717766-3436.                           
Father Samson from Assumption BVM Parish
in Lebanon is starting a Charismatic Prayer Group, from
6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Chapel at 2 North 8th Street, Lebanon. The
group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be held on Wednesday, December 2 at 7 PM. Father Pius
will preside. Come and experience the power of praise & worship music and Eucharistic Adoration. A reception will be held
immediately following the Caelorum. For more information, call
717-583-0240.
St. Joan of Arc in Hershey will be celebrating
the National Night of Prayer for Life this year on the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Tuesday, December 8th,
from 8PM (after the 7PM Mass) until 2:15a.m. Wednesday,
December 9th, feast of St. Juan Diego. It is a four hour devotion
consisting of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary
and the prayer to St. Michael as well as other prayers and
meditation. Adorers may come for all four hours or any portion of
the service that is convenient. All are welcome! If anyone would
be interested in taking part in this nationwide event dedicated to
Our Lady of Guadalupe in his/her own parish, please let us know
so that we can send you all the information. Contact Mary at
717-533-4846 or mmcinerney2003@yahoo.com.
Recitation of the Rosary for America and the
world takes place every second Saturday of the
month in the square of Middletown at noon. The next gathering
will be Saturday November 14.

Retreats, Pilgrimages & Trips

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage—June 13-23, 2016.
Join St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg on a special Year of
Mercy Pilgrimage to Poland (the Divine Mercy Shrine), Florence,
Assisi, and Rome (a General Wednesday Papal Audience and
the opportunity to pass through the Holy Door). Spend 11 days
on pilgrimage with daily Mass, 4 & 5 star hotels in downtown areas, and certified local tour guides. Cost of $3,999 is all-inclusive
(except lunch, personal purchases—single supplement and trip
insurance are optional). For more information or to get a brochure, contact Father John Bateman (frbateman@sfxs.org) or
visit www.ProximoTravel.com / choose your trip and scroll down
to the June 13, 2016 date. There you can review the full itinerary,
get general information and sign up (by clicking on the dates).
You are invited to join Father Kenneth Smith
on a Jubilee of Mercy Pilgrimage to Italy from June 6
-16, 2016. Tour includes: Daily Mass, accommodation in First
Class hotels (four nights in Rome, two nights in Assisi, one
night in Florence, two nights in Venice-Mestre), breakfast and
dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip
motorcoach transportation from Mechanicsburg to Philadelphia Airport, roundtrip airfare to Rome/from Venice on nonstop
flights with American Airlines, and more, for $4,275 per person/
double occupancy. For complete details, contact Karen Hurley at
k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800)
566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.
An Advent Retreat will be offered on Tuesday,
December 1 at St. Philip the Apostle Church in
Millersville. The theme is “The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.” Presenters will be Christine Miller and
Barbara Navin. Both a day and evening retreat are set. Day
retreat time is 10AM-2:30PM. Cost of $10.00 includes lunch.
Evening retreat is from 6:30-9:30PM. Cost is $7.00 and includes
light snacks. To register, contact Christine Miller at 717-872-2166
or e-mail her at cmiller@hbgdiocese.org.
The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women are offering on December 5th after the 5:15 PM Mass an evening of reflection in the St. Joan of Arc Cafeteria. The reflection is
being conducted by Father W. Rothan, pastor of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Benedict Abbot parishes in
Lebanon. All ladies in the Harrisburg Diocese are invited to attend. Light refreshments will be served. If interested in attending,
please e-mail Philomena Krosmico at philomenakrosmico@
gmail.com or call her at 717-566-5487.
Trinity High School is sponsoring a trip to
Broadway to see The King and I, or to spend the day
on your own December 12. Leave Trinity at 7am and leave New
York at 6pm. Tickets to see the show are $130 with transportation, or $65 for transportation only. If interested, a $25 nonrefundable deposit will hold your seat. Contact Sister Susan at
717-761-1116.

Events & Fund-Raisers

St. Philip’s Men’s Club will sponsor a Train
Show on November 21st at 9 a.m. in the gym. All are
welcome! And on November 26th a Thanksgiving Meal will be
held at St. Philip’s, 2111Millersville Pike, Lancaster. The meal is
free to the community. Meals are served from 12p.m. – 2p.m. All
are welcome.

Breakfast in Bethlehem will take place at St.
Benedict the Abbot, Lebanon on December 5 from 8a.m.
to 12p.m. Breakfast is provided and sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus with a one man dramatization of the Nativity Story
presented by Father Michael Rothan at 8:30a.m. and 10a.m.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for children. Please e-mail dorseyppr@aol.com or call 450-4506 for information and tickets.
St. Rose of Lima invites you to begin this The
Year of Mercy with a joyful event. We will present the
drama, “The Letter of James”, starring actor Frank Runyeon, on
Thursday, December 10th at 7pm in the church at 998 W. Market
St., York. Other churches have called this presentation “superb”,
“powerful” and “mesmerizing”. Admission is free and all are
welcome.
Trinity’s annual Open House for prospective
students will be held on Sunday, November 22
from 1-3pm. Come and see what Trinity has to offer, take a
guided tour, and learn about the registration process. Choose
Extraordinary! Visit: www.thsrocks.us/admissions/visiting-trinity/
for more information and to RSVP.
HO! HO! HO! It’s time to get in the Christmas
Spirit while getting some exercise too! Bishop
McDevitt High School’s 3rd Annual SANTA 5K RUN/Walk is set
for December 12, 2015! Come join us for this festive holiday inspired event! All participants that run or walk a 5K or 1 Mile loop
will receive and race in a Santa hat and Santa long sleeve shirt.
Online registration is now live at www.bishopmcdevitt.org. If you
are interested in a sponsorship or in having your business name
on a 4-foot-high Candy Cane lining the course, contact Cheri
Comasco at ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org or 717-236-7973.
The Lebanon Catholic Performing Arts Alliance
annual poinsettia sale is under way! Please consider
ordering these festive holiday plants through LC. All proceeds
directly support instrumental, choral and musical theatre
programs for elementary and secondary students at Lebanon
Catholic. Please contact Mary Mohl Andrews at 717-507-1495 to
place an order or click on the Poinsettia Order form icon on the
school website at lebanoncatholicschool.org. Orders are due by
November 17. Make checks payable to The LC Performing Arts
Alliance. Pick up is Saturday, December 12th between 10:30 am
and 12:30 pm in the school cafeteria. Price is $8.00 per 6-inch
plant in white, pink, red or marble.
Catholic Heart Work Camp Vendor Bingo will
be held Sunday November 15 at St. Philip the Apostle
Parish in Millersville. Doors open at 1:30 pm, bingo begins at 3
pm. Cost is $18 for 20 regular games of bingo. Prizes valued
over $50 from various vendors. Additional specials will be played
for great prizes. We will also have a variety of raffle baskets
and a delicious variety of food. All proceeds will benefit those
traveling to Pittsburgh in July for Catholic Heart Work Camp.
To purchase tickets, please contact St. Philip’s parish office at
717-872-2166.
Theology on Tap, Lancaster. Come join other
young adults in Lancaster on December 9 for a
discussion with Deacon Jeff Baylor at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub
on the topic, “Glory to God in the Highest, Welcoming the Birth
of Christ with the Angels”. Happy half hour begins at 7p.m and
speaker begins at 7:30p.m. followed by Q&A. Theology on Tap
is a Young Adult Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the
Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults, (20s and 30s) single
or married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend the events. Go
to: www.totlancaster.com for more information.
The Holy Name of Jesus K of C #14081 will be
sponsoring an all you can eat pancake breakfast
every second Sunday during the months of September, October,
and November. The breakfast will be held in the social hall.
Breakfast will include your choice of sausage and a refreshment. It will run from 9a.m. to noon, and all proceeds from the
fundraiser will go to assist other projects sponsored by the K of
C throughout the year. Tickets for the event can be purchased at
the door for $5.
St. Francis of Assisi Dinner/Dance Fundraiser
will be held November 28 at Best Western Premier the Central Hotel, 800 East Park Drive, Harrisburg,
from 6:30–11:30 p.m. Reception/hors d’oeuvres, buffet, music/DJ, raffles and prizes, cash bar. Tickets
are $40 per person. Call parish office at 717-2321003.
Bags and Brews Fest, hosted by Immaculate
Conception in New Oxford, will take place November 14
at the New Oxford Social Club Pavilion. Doors open at 5, dinner
(pulled pork, fried chicken, mac and cheese and cole slaw)
served at 6, cornhole tournament begins at 6:30 (cash prizes).
Tickets are $20/pp for dinner, DJ and beer; $30/pp to add
cornhole registration. Contact the school office at 717-634-2061
or any family of ICS for tickets.
It’s time to start clearing the closet, basement
and under the bed for all of your new and gently used
shoes for the annual St. Nicholas Shoe Collection at St. Joseph
School in York. This is a fantastic way to get the kids involved
helping others as we prepare for the joys of giving this Christmas season. Last year we donated 640 pairs of shoes. With
your help, we have helped thousands of deserving individuals
in our area and are eager to do more! Any questions, email or
call Susannah Gillespie at craftygillespie@hotmail.com or 717781-6625 or 717-755-1797 x328. Shoes will be collected at St.
Joseph School, York, from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. until December 4 and
displayed on December 7 for the school to see.
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, 1095 Church Rd.,
Orrtanna, will host “Honoring the Dignity of Life in Sickness
and Death - Church Teachings,” a free interfaith presentation
by the Diocese of Harrisburg on November 15 from 3-5 p.m. in
Loyola Hall. The lecture will be led by the Director of the Office

of Respect Life, Father Paul Schenck. There will be a 1/2 hour
video, then panel members will each make a brief presentation,
followed by a question and answer period. Light refreshments
will be served. There is no charge or pre-registration required.
For inquiries, please contact the parish office at 717-677-8012.
St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in Gettysburg will be holding its Third Annual Noreen
Neitz Memorial 5K Run and Sufficiently Radical 1 mile walk
on Saturday, December 19. The 5K race will begin at 10am and
the 1 mile walk will begin at 11:15am. Same day registration will
be accepted beginning at 8am. Pre-registration is encouraged
and t-shirts are guaranteed for all runners and walkers registered
by Tuesday, November 24. Pre-registration information can be
found on the school development website, http://www.sfxs.org/
development or www.parunners.com. The race and walk will begin and end at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School, Xavier Center
at 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg.
St. Gabriel’s Respect Life Ministry of St. Patrick
Parish in Carlisle will hold the second annual Respect Life
Youth Day, Saturday, November 21. Theme: “Keeping Youth ProLife by Building a Culture of Care.” Speakers include Michelle
Hendrickson of Students for Life, Campus Ministers Father
Dwight Schlaline and Father Don Bender, and family therapist
Jerry Crispino on “Communicating Across the Adolescent Lifespan.” Program will include student and parent/teacher discussion
panels. Lunch included. Continuing education credits available.
There is something of interest for everyone: students, parents,
teachers, and grandparents. Registration starts at 9:00, program
at 9:30, ends by 2:00. To register: send check for $5.00 to St.
Gabriel Respect Life, St. Patrick Church, 152 E. Pomfret St.,
Carlisle, PA 17013. (Students must send or bring the completed
Diocese of Harrisburg Parental Permission and Consent to Treat
Form, available at our website, http://www.stgabrielcarlisle.org/
youth-day-2015-culture-of-care/.
St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey will hold its
Annual PTO Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, November 21 from
4- 8 p.m. in the school cafeteria. The evening will include live
entertainment and basket raffles. Dinner includes a tossed salad,
Italian bread, spaghetti and meatballs, dessert and choice of
beverage. Tickets are $9 for adults, $5 for kids 3-14, and free for
kids under 3. Take out will also be available.

Parish, School
& Organization News

St. Anne School in Lancaster is searching for
any alumni who graduated from the school in
the past 90 years. Contact us to let us know your current
address and what year you graduated from the school. Alumni
should go to the school website at www.stannelancaster.org. On
the home page, in the top banner, under “Contact Us” is “Alumni
Information”. Once they click on this, the alumni information form
will appear. Simply fill it out and hit submit.
Journeying with Loved Ones through Suffering
and Loss- A Six Week Bereavement Program was
started at Holy Spirit Hospital in 2001.The Program is designed
to give support to persons who are experiencing the loss of
a loved one. Sisters Ann Marie Marabella, CPS and Sister
Margaret Washington, ASC, certified NACC chaplains created
the program Both Sisters facilitate the Afternoon Program and
Rev. Sally Strayer facilitates the evening program. The Six
Week Bereavement program is offered eight times a year and
is advertised on the HSH Website and in local newspapers. It is
open to anyone who is experiencing grief from the loss of a loved
one and is a service of the department. The next Bereavement
Program begins on Nov. 11 and extends until Dec. 16. Everyone
is welcome. Please call Sister Margaret at 972-4255 for registration. This is a service to the community.
November is national diabetes awareness
month. Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate is presenting a health lecture focusing on diabetes at the Bosler Memorial Library, Carlisle, on Tuesday, November 17, at 6:30 p.m.
Catherine Flickinger, RN, BSN, CCP, CDE, Holy Spirit Diabetes
Services, will talk about how those with diabetes can achieve
and maintain their best health. She will cover healthy eating and
activity, how to monitor blood sugar levels and medications, and
more. “We want to let people know that there is more to know
about diabetes than just focusing on food,” said Flickinger. This
workshop is part of the Your Health @ Bosler educational
series. Holy Spirit staff present health topics on the third Tuesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the library. The community is
encouraged to attend. The Bosler Memorial Library is located
at 158 W. High Street, Carlisle. For more information about this
workshop, please call 717-763-2553 or send an email to HSGACommEdweb@geisinger.edu.
Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate will be hosting an interview/job fair on Friday, November 20,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Holy Spirit Hospital. Attendees will
have the chance to meet and interview with the recruiter and
hiring manager for the following positions: Telemetry RN, Patient
Care Assistant, Patient Care Technician, Medical Assistant,
LPN, paramedics, and EMTs. To learn more about these and
other Holy Spirit career opportunities, please visit www.hsh.org/
careers. Interviews must be scheduled in advance. Interested individuals should contact Hanna Bennett at hebennett@geisinger.
edu to schedule an interview time. Holy Spirit offers competitive
compensation and robust benefits including health insurance
coverage starting on the first day, tuition assistance, retirement
plans, and a generous paid time off plan.
Join St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and Sacred
Heart of Jesus in Spring Grove for an Ecumenical Advent Luncheon on Tuesday December 1. Lunch
provided by Sacred Heart and Pastor Biles, from St. Paul’s will
be speaking on Advent Traditions. You must RSVP by November
25 so we can be prepared. Free will donation is welcome. Contact 717-225-1704 or SacredHeartofJesusParishSpringGrove@
hbgdiocese.org.
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St. Philip the Apostle Parish Celebrates 50 Years
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The faithful members of St. Philip the
Apostle Parish in Millersville gathered
as one on Nov. 9 to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of their parish, remembering its history and looking to its future.
Bishop Ronald Gainer was the principal celebrant of the anniversary
Mass, and was joined at the altar by
Father Lawrence J. Sherdel, who was
appointed pastor there earlier this year.
“We look to the past with tremendous
gratitude for the faithful people who
started this parish 50 years ago under
humble conditions. In the present, we
thank God for that wonderful past this
parish has,” Bishop Gainer remarked in
his homily.
“Today, November 9, is the Feast of
St. John Lateran Basilica, which honors the premier church in the world for
Catholics – this basilica is the Church
of the Pope – where his Cathedra is
in Rome. It was dedicated in the Year
324 … and that building represents the
symbolic mystery of the Church….,”
he said. “But this day is about us – we
celebrate the mystery that is in us. This
feast is not about bricks and mortar, it’s
about us, the Temple of God. When we
look in the mirror this evening, let us
remember the mystery we all are.”
St. Philip Parish traces its history to
a weekly Sunday Mass that was celebrated in an auditorium at the Manor
Shopping Center, a necessary move to
accommodate more than 1,000 people
living on the western edge of St. Joseph
Parish in Lancaster and the overcrowded conditions at St. Joseph.
St. Philip the Apostle Parish was established on May 11, 1965. According
to parish history, it was named for the
apostle whose feast the Church celebrated that day, and for Bishop Philip
McDevitt, the fourth Bishop of Harrisburg. Father William Eline was the first
pastor.
Bishop George Leech broke ground
for the church in June of 1967, as the
congregation continued to celebrate
Mass in the shopping center during
construction. The church was completed in June of 1968.
Father Michael Homola was appointed pastor in 1971, and soon the parish
religious education program expanded
to necessitate an additional wing to accommodate classrooms.
St. Philip the Apostle’s well-known
stained-glass windows depicting the
mysteries of the Rosary were installed,
and blessed by then-Bishop William
Keeler in 1984.
Father Homola retired in 1998 after
27 years as pastor, and was succeeded
by Father Brian Conrad, who continued
to make improvements to the parish
property and facilities, including the

Miss Newcomb bows in prayer
during Mass.
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Faithful gather at St. Philip the Apostle Church on Nov. 9 to celebrate the parish’s 50th anniversary.

Above: Altar
servers Megan
Kramp, Sophie
Russo and Frank
Russo join in the
Recessional.
Left: Father
Lawrence Sherdel,
appointed pastor
of the parish in
June of this year,
exchanges a Sign
of Peace with
Bishop Ronald
Gainer.

Rachel Hawk plays the flute to lend musical accompaniment to the celebration.

addition of three garages, a new parish
office and activities center, and a preschool program. St. Philip’s Preschool
opened its doors in September of 2003.
Father Conrad’s health began to decline in 1999, following a heart attack
and then a car accident, and the parish
staff rallied as he recuperated. Eventually, priests from the surrounding area
celebrated Masses at St. Philip’s in
Father Conrad’s absence. Father Mark
Weiss was appointed administrator
pro-tem in June 2008, and was installed
as the fourth pastor a year later. Father
Conrad died on Feb. 13, 2011.
In its 50th year, St. Philip the Apostle
Parish continues to live out its mission
statement:
Jesus Christ said to St. Philip the
Apostle, “Come follow Me.” As members of the parish community of St.
Philip’s, we seek to live as disciples of
the Lord by living our faith through service to others. Based on a strong faith,
a guided hope and a well rooted love,
we encourage all to walk that journey
with Christ with humility and courage.
Parish and community service is a
staple there, through efforts of various organizations, including a prison
ministry, prayer group, Rosary guild
and Relay for Life efforts. The parish
is also home to a Knights of Columbus council, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
a men’s club, a women’s auxiliary, a
mother’s group and youth and young
adult ministry, among other organizations and ministries. There are currently some 300 students in the parish’s
religious education program.
“In our discussions of continuing to
grow St. Philip’s as a vibrant parish,
we’re talking about revitalization and
renewal, ways of getting even more
people involved in the life of the parish,” said Father Sherdel. He was appointed pastor in June of this year,
and had served St. Philip’s in the early 1980s while ministering at nearby
Franklin & Marshall College and Millersville University.
“The people here are already very
community- and Church-minded, and
we want to celebrate their continued involvement while drawing more people
in,” he said.

