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Holy Doors Close, but Mission of Mercy Continues
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
The Year of Mercy brought more than 20 million pilgrims to Rome, but for Pope Francis, the idea always was
that the celebration of God’s mercy would be local: have
people experience God’s love in their parishes and send
them out into the world to commit random acts of mercy.
While concrete works of mercy have a social impact,
Pope Francis’ idea was deeply connected to evangelization, which is why Rome jubilee events were organized by
the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization. The pope had said he wanted the Holy Year to be “a
new step on the Church’s journey in her mission to bring
the Gospel of mercy to each person.”
The pope’s constant refrain during the Year of Mercy,
which began Dec. 8, 2015, was that no one is excluded
from the mercy of God, who has shown his love for each
person by sacrificing his son for the salvation of all. All
can be forgiven, the pope taught over and over again. And
once a person experiences just how loving and merciful
God has been, the obligation is to reach out to others with
that same love and mercy.
Pope Francis made no claim to having invented a
Church focus on divine mercy. The evangelical trend was
already clearly present in when St. John Paul II wrote an

encyclical letter on mercy in 1980 and when he beatified
and then canonized Sister Faustina Kowalska, known as
the “Apostle of Divine Mercy.”
“I believe this is the time of mercy,” Pope Francis told
reporters traveling with him to Brazil in 2013 on his first
foreign trip as pope. “The Church is mother. She must go
out and heal wounds with mercy.”
For Pope Francis – personally and for all Catholics –
that healing is expressed most powerfully in the confessional where one is honest about one’s sins and where
God’s forgiveness and mercy are expressed through sacramental absolution.
The pope formally commissioned more than 1,100
priests from around the world as “missionaries of mercy”
on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 10, giving them special faculties
to grant absolution even in cases that usually must be referred to the local bishop or even the Vatican.
Along with processions to the Holy Door in St. Peter’s
Basilica and a meeting with Pope Francis, all of the major
jubilee events in Rome included extended hours for confession. It was part of all the large jubilee events, including those for children, for people in mourning, for deacons, priests, the sick, youths, catechists, prisoners and for
papal nuncios – the pope’s ambassadors around the world.
As he has done before, ignoring the cameras, Pope

Francis himself went to confession during a special Lenten penance service in St. Peter’s Basilica and again in August in Assisi when he celebrated the traditional “Pardon
of Assisi.”
Setting an example did not stop at the church doors,
though. One Friday each month throughout the Year of
Mercy, Pope Francis quietly left the Vatican – without informing the media – and spent the late afternoon and early
evening making visits reflecting the traditional corporal
works of mercy.
The visits took him, among other places, to a community for persons recovering from addiction, a hospice, a
hospital neonatal care unit and to an apartment on the outskirts of Rome where he met with men who have left the
priesthood to marry and have children.
Celebrating a jubilee Mass Nov. 13 with the homeless
and other people in precarious situations, Pope Francis
prayed that as the Holy Doors in some 10,000 cathedrals,
shrines and churches around the world were closed, God
would open people’s eyes and hearts to the needs of others.
The Year of Mercy was an occasion to help people recognize how merciful God has been to them and, then, in
effect, he commissioned all Catholics to be “missionaries
of mercy.”

Pastor’s Reflection

On End of Time and Awaiting Christ’s Return

By Father Joshua R. Brommer
Special to The Witness
The Scriptures during these final weeks
of the Church’s liturgical year are speaking
of the end times. In theological language,
we describe this as “eschatology” or the
study of the last things, the final things, the
ultimate things. But more than a study, it
provides a whole perspective and spirituality for our Christian lives. It reminds us
that just as certain as creation and time had
its beginning in God, so too creation and
time will come to its completion in God.
We believe this will be when Jesus Christ
comes again to judge the living and the
dead in the final judgement. We believe
likewise that this will bring about a new
heaven and a new earth when God will finally undo the mess we’ve made of things
here on this earth and definitively bestow
upon all of creation His Kingdom.
In Jesus’ time and in the early years
of the Church, the end of all things was
connected with apocalyptic literature that
speaks of war, destruction, and the unravelling of human society as a prelude
to the end. We heard this tone reflected
in the prophecy of Malachi proclaimed in
the first reading and in the Gospel as well
for November 13. The message is clear in
both: the faithful ones who persevere will
live forever and the evildoers will be blotted out of memory.
Without a doubt the spirit behind this
message is one of encouragement, although it might not seem so at first. This
message is intended to encourage the
faithful in a time of trial, a time of persecution, a time of distress. It is not meant to
predict the future! These are messages for

the “present” in which they are written and
for us as well.
When Saint Luke’s Gospel was written,
sometime after 80 AD, the early Christian
community had seen something it would
never have imagined: the siege and destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by
the Roman emperor Titus in 70 AD. Jesus’
words, “All that you see here – the days
will come when there will not be left a
stone upon another stone that will not be
thrown down,” speak by way of interpretation of the horror which beset the Jewish
people.
The Jewish historian Josephus described
the scene with terrible detail: “As the le-

gions charged in, neither persuasion nor
threat could check their impetuosity:
passion alone was in command. Crowded together around the entrances many
were trampled by their friends, many fell
among the still hot and smoking ruins of
the colonnades and died as miserably as
the defeated. As they neared the Sanctuary
they pretended not even to hear Caesar’s
commands and urged the men in front to
throw in more firebrands. The partisans
were no longer in a position to help; everywhere was slaughter and flight. Most
of the victims were peaceful citizens, weak
and unarmed, butchered wherever they
were caught. Round the Altar the heaps
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Bishop Ronald Gainer stands at the Holy Door of Mercy at St. Patrick Cathedral
in Harrisburg, where he celebrated a Mass on Nov. 13 to conclude the Catholic
Church’s Jubilee of Mercy.

Cover Note
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Cornucopia still-life images were started here by Charlie Blahusch, The Catholic Witness photographer for 32
years, starting when he helped launch the diocesan newspaper with Bishop George Leech in 1966. We here at The
Witness today honor Charlie, who passed away last spring
in this our 50th anniversary year.
The U.S. flag that serves as a backdrop for the display
was Charlie’s, left by him when he retired in 1997. He
used this flag, made of heavy, woven cloth, for various visual pieces he would artistically design and shoot to bring
life to the newspaper.

Spread across the flag are leaves from all 15 counties of the diocese, gathered this autumn from the far
northern reaches to the southern counties that border
Maryland. There is a rich, diverse landscape in this
diocese and the leaves hopefully remind us that there
is a season for all things here on Earth.
Flanking the design are pine cones hailing from the
Yellowstone National Park region – the world’s first
national park established in 1872, coming under the
National Park Service’s watchful eye in 1916. The
Park Service celebrated its centennial this past year
and it’s a milestone worth thankfully noting.
The chestnuts littered about come from bountiful
trees in Hershey, and their heart shape hopefully reminds us this Thanksgiving that, “Whoever is without
love does not know God, for God is love.” (I John
8 - NAB).

of corpses grew higher and higher, while
down the Sanctuary steps poured a river of
blood and the bodies of those killed at the
top slithered to the bottom.”
How could this scene, apocalyptic in nature, not work its way into the consciousness of the early Christians and into the
work of Luke’s Gospel? Coupled with
their own experience of persecution as a
hated minority, the early Christians looked
around at the world and wondered how
long this situation might endure. They
looked for a signal of hope in the chaotic
world.
Certainly we feel this way at times as
well. Tragic events, serious illness, death,
and violence have a way of shaking us to
the core. Whether personal suffering or the
suffering in our world, we, too, ask, “How
long, O Lord?” The time is not for us to
know. The time is for us to fill with our
faithfulness and perseverance. They act as
beacons of hope for us and those we encounter to guide us through the unsettling
events of life. They point us toward our
one hope prophesied by Malachi: “But for
you who fear my name, there will arise the
sun of justice with its healing rays.” Christ
is the Sun of Justice whose coming brings
healing and wholeness to our beleaguered
world, to our weary hearts. For this reason, no matter the time or the situation, we
Christians cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus,”
and look forward to that day when He will
return again.
(Father Joshua R. Brommer is the pastor for the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg and the Director of the
Diocesan Office of Divine Worship. His
reflection initially appeared in his parish’s
bulletin for November 13, and is reprinted
here with permission.)

Mixed in the bounty are several pieces of forked
barley harvested from Gettysburg this summer. It is
there that 50,000 Americans were killed and wounded
fighting over issues that still divide us. It was President Abraham Lincoln who proclaimed the nation’s
first official Thanksgiving as the fourth Thursday of
November in 1863, just days after visiting Gettysburg,
the battlefield, then on to the cemetery to deliver “a few
appropriate remarks.”
Several of the pumpkins and gourds come from
Franklin County, so named after Pennsylvanian Benjamin Franklin, arguably one of our country’s most important founders. “Whatever is begun in anger ends in
shame,” Franklin said 240 years ago.
EMILY M. ALBERT, STYLIST
CHRIS HEISEY, PHOTOGRAPHER
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Conference for Catechists Poses ‘Why Be Catholic?’
grumpy old man on a throne,
really far away. My goal was
to try to have fun now, withAs a teenager, Marcellino
out getting him too mad.”
D’Ambrosio wanted glory.
Live a bit dangerously on
He played bass in a rock
the weekend, go to Confesband, his mother was a prosion and have your sins
fessional ballroom dancer,
forgiven, he relayed.
his father a pianist, and his
This reasoning, he told
Godmother a vocalist for Desi some 400 people gathered for
Arnaz’s band.
the diocese’s annual CatMarcellino wanted stardom echetical Conference, “is the
for his own life.
rhythm of Catholic lay life.
He grew up in a Catholic
This is the way that many
family that went to Mass evCatholics think about the
ery Sunday, even if it meant
faith.”
dragging himself out of bed
Dr. D’Ambrosio, a New
Sunday morning after playing York Times best-selling aua gig until 3 a.m.
thor and Catholic television
But, he admitted, he fulhost and radio commentator
filled his Sunday obligation
known often as “Dr. Italy,”
not because the Eucharist was served as the keynote speaker
the source and summit of his
for this year’s conference,
life, but because he didn’t
held at the Cardinal Keeler
want to go to Hell.
Center in Harrisburg Nov. 12.
“At that point in my life,
The day featured Mass
faith was boring. God was a
celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer,
more than 30
workshops
across four
break-out sessions, vendors, lunch
and closing
prayer.
The Director of the
Crossroads
Initiative – an
international
apostolate
of evangelization and
renewal – Dr.
D’Ambrosio
mixed humor
and real-life
situations into
his keynote
address,
“Why Be
Catholic?”
It’s a question that was
posed to him
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, the keynote speaker
at this year’s Catechetical Conference, gestures while in high
during his presentation, “Why Be Catholic,” call- school, from
ing attendees to live in the glory of the Catholic a friend who
was stoked by
Church.
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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Beatriz Frometa of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg, center, enjoys one of the humorous
and honest points in the keynote address.

his own personal relationship
with Jesus.
A teenage Marcellino had
just become completely engaged in his Catholic faith –
spurred on by a religious Sister who had told him, “While
God has always been a part
of your life, if you want this
adventure of following him,
you have to make him the
center of your life.”
He was reading Scripture,
desiring to go to Mass every
day, and feeling the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Then, a friend said to him,
“Praise the Lord! I heard you
got saved. I heard you’re
reading the Bible. So when
are you going to leave the
Catholic Church? You’ve got
a direct relationship with God
now. God is your father, Jesus
is your brother, you have
brothers and sisters. So now
that you have Jesus, why be
Catholic?”
And Marcellino didn’t
know how to respond.
He posed the same question
to the crowd at the Catechetical Conference.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
• November 29 – Lancaster Catholic High School Stewardship Visit and Blessing of
Advent Wreath, Lancaster Catholic High School, 10 a.m.
• November 30 – Lebanon Catholic School Stewardship Visit and Blessing of Advent
Wreath, Lebanon Catholic School, 1:30 p.m.
• December 1 – Celebrate Mass at Resurrection School for school’s 25th anniversary,
Lancaster, 9:30 a.m.
• December 3 – Holy Hour and Mass, Mater Dei Community, St. Lawrence Chapel,
Harrisburg, 8 a.m.
• December 4 – Celebrate Mass and Pastoral Visit, Sacred Heart of Jesus Mission,
Williamstown, 10:45 a.m.
• December 5 – Lunch with Lancaster Catholic High School State Championship Golf
Team, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, noon; Attend Father Capodanno Knights of
Columbus Assembly Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7:30 p.m.
• December 6 – College of Consultors Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg,
10:30 a.m.
• December 7 – Celebrate Mass at York College, 5 p.m.
• December 11 – Celebrate Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Patrick Church, Trevorton, 9 a.m.

“So why be Catho“The exact meaning of
lic? A lot of our friends
the Greek word for Truth
have had conversions,
and some of them have ‘is something that is
become ‘Jesus people.’ unhidden, something that has
They pray, they’re
been made visible.’ Truth is
good Christians, but
always a disclosure, an
they don’t belong to
any Church, they don’t unveiling, something
unknown that is brought
believe in organized
religion. So why not be into the light. To know the
a freelancer? Why not
Greek word for Truth is a
be a Lone Ranger?”
very helpful corrective for a
The answer is in
very common idea that is so
Scripture, he said.
“Jesus died to gather prevalent in our world and in
our culture today: that truth
into one all the scatflows from ‘my feelings, my
tered children who
have been divided and
experience,’ … the appeal to
conquered by Satan.
feelings as the measure of the
The Lord came to
Church’s teachings, the
bring us back together
measure
of the moral discipline
as one family,” Dr.
of
our
Catholic
Church….
D’Ambrosio exTruth exists apart from us. It
plained. “So I can’t be
a Lone Ranger because isn’t something I create. I’m
I would be working
not the author; I’m the reagainst God’s plan.”
ceiver. I discover it and I can
The spiritual famshare it, but I don’t create it.
ily, he said, includes
For us, the highest truth is not
God as Father, Mary
an idea, not a concept that
as Mother, Jesus as
corresponds with
brother, and the faithful as brothers and
reality, but a person, the
sisters.
person of Jesus Christ, living
“I’m Catholic
and with us through His Body,
because I need the
the Church.”
fullness of a family,”
he said. “I have to be
~ Bishop Ronald Gainer,
Catholic because I
Homily for the Mass at the
need the whole family
Catechetical Conference
experience.”
The Catholic Church
tance preserved in the Cathogives us not only the whole
family, but the whole Truth,
lic Church. But what differDr. D’Ambrosio continued.
ence does it make if we who
“We don’t learn just from
are Catholic are only using
what is written. We learn
five percent of the treasury?
from example, from a person’s expression and tone,” he If we only know five or ten
percent of it, the rest of it is
said. “The disciples learned
from the expression on Jesus’ sitting in a treasury box,” Dr.
face, they heard his tone, they D’Ambrosio challenged. “All
saw how he dealt with people. of us here are teachers, and
There is a whole Tradition
all of us here are disciples.
that is passed on from one
What is it that the Lord wants
generation to the next, that
us to unwrap, to discover in
you can’t put in writing….
a new way to have joy in our
The Church gives us Scriplives? Let’s make him happy
ture and Tradition. It gives
by opening and using those
the whole thing.”
“We have an entire inherigifts.”
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Visit the Imprisoned
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Recently I journeyed to the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Christian Charity in
Mendham, N.J., to celebrate the anniversary of my congregation’s founding. During the celebration, one of the Sisters commented that she absolutely loved this
celebration because it was her yearly opportunity to sit with
the Sisters in her “class” or “group.” I smiled and said that my
reunion with my group happened whenever I looked into the mirror. The brow
of this Sister pursed in a quizzical way.
Thoughts
I responded, “I am the only Sister in my
from a Catholic
investing group.”
Evangelist
I am reminded of this as I begin to
write about the corporal work of mercy
Sister Geralyn
to visit the sick and imprisoned. Bear
Schmidt, SCC
with me as I connect these dots!
I really believe that one could think,
“Hmm, I’ll never visit the imprisoned.
This must not pertain to me since I will ever have a chance of
walking into a jail and visiting the incarcerated there.”
However, every single one of us visit “the imprisoned” every single day: when
we look at ourselves in the mirror.
Let me explain. All of us are held captive in one way or another; “jailed” by our
prejudices, our passions, our resentments, our addictions, our grief, and our habits
of arrogance and gossip as well as those “hidden” and unrevealed sins. It is these
sins, as well as our sinful habits, that constantly separate us not only from one
another but also from the constant ever-flowing grace of mercy and love of God.
The idea of self-imprisonment correlates with one of the “O Antiphons” of the
Advent season. These phrases, sung before the Magnificat canticle, have been incorporated into the prayer of the Church since the eighth century and are the same
each year for the last week of Advent.
For December 20, the O Antiphon reads: O Key of David and sceptre of the
House of Israel; you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death.1”
In the painting The Calling of St. Matthew by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, made famous again from Pope Francis’ explanation of his personal conversion, Matthew is holding on to his bag of money. As he looks up to Jesus who is
calling him out of the darkness into His Light, Matthew still clutches his money
bag.
What is in your bag? What do you have buried deep under your bed, stored high
on the self in your closet, or hidden in the attic of your heart?
Jesus waits for you to bring that secret to the light of His mercy. Jesus desires to
meet you in the Sacrament of Reconciliation to confess what you hold so dear that
prevents you from truly knowing him.
Remember that the key to true freedom from the darkness of sin is the love of
God.
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_Antiphons
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in
the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations,
she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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Annual Collection Supports Eldercare
Needs of Religious Communities

The annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection will be held Dec. 10-11
in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Coordinated by the National Religious Retirement
Office (NRRO), the parish-based appeal benefits nearly 33,000 senior Catholic
sisters, brothers and religious order priests whose communities lack retirement
savings.
The Diocese of Harrisburg contributed $54,979.84 to the last collection. In
2016, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius received financial assistance made
possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious. Additionally, the Diocese of Harrisburg, in conjunction with the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the Diocese of
Allentown, also distributes funding to local religious communities to support retirement needs.
This year’s national Retirement Fund for Religious campaign materials include
several women religious from the diocese. Sister Rita Polchin, a member of the
Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Danville, is featured in the primary, foreground image. Other members of her community are shown in the background
image: Sister Bernice Marie Balint, Sister Cyrilline Biel, Sister Micheline Bitsko,
Sister Philotha Fabian, Sister Irene Marie Gaydos, Sister Donna Marie Ivanko,
Sister Julia Knazik, Sister Paulette Lendacky, Sister Florence Marcin, Sister M.
Susan Polchin, Sister Isidore Tomascak, Sister Mercedes Voytko, and Sister Virginia Zapotocky. Sister Anne Mika and Sister Margaret Kob of the Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Danville also appear on the campaign materials and Web site.
Catholic bishops of the United States initiated the collection in 1988 to address
the significant lack of retirement funding among U.S. religious communities. Proceeds help underwrite retirement and health-care expenses. Nearly 95 percent of
donations directly support senior religious and their communities.
The appeal raised $30.7 million in 2015, the sixth highest total in its history. As
a result, the NRRO distributed $25 million to 401 religious congregations. These
funds supplement the day-to-day care of elderly religious and help their congregations implement long-range retirement strategies. Throughout the year, additional
funding is allocated for congregations with the greatest needs.
“We are humbled by the love and support that Catholics across the nation share
with our senior religious,” said Sister Stephanie Still, a member of the Sisters of
the Presentation and newly appointed NRRO executive director.
The retirement-funding deficit is rooted in low salaries and changing demographics. Traditionally, Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests—
known collectively as women and men religious—worked for small stipends. As
a result, many religious communities lack adequate retirement savings. At the
same time, elderly religious are living longer and now outnumber younger, wageearning religious. Among communities providing data to the NRRO, 68 percent
have a median age of 70 or above. The income of those engaged in compensated
ministry cannot keep pace with the growing cost of eldercare.
In addition to providing financial support for immediate needs, proceeds from
the annual appeal underwrite educational initiatives in retirement planning and
eldercare delivery. Workshops, webinars and print resources, for example, address
topics ranging from property-planning to caring for members with dementia.
“Our mission is to help religious communities meet current eldercare needs
while preparing for the ones to come,” said Sister Stephanie. “We remain grateful
for all those who support these efforts.”
Visit www.retiredreligious.org to learn more.
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Bishops’ Strategic Plan Urges
‘Missionary Discipleship’
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
A new strategic plan adopted by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Nov. 15 during its fall general
assembly reflects the efforts of Pope Francis to establish a more merciful and accompanying Church, said
the archbishop who led the planning process.
The plan, adopted by a vote of 199-4 with two abstentions, will govern the work of the conference and its
committees from 2017 through 2020. It takes effect in January.
“We have adapted these priorities to coincide with the priorities of Pope Francis,” Archbishop Gregory
M. Aymond of New Orleans and chairman of the bishops’ Committee on Priorities and Plans, told the assembled bishops before their vote.
The plan incorporates the theme “Encountering the Mercy of Christ and Accompanying His People With
Joy” in setting five priorities: evangelization, marriage and family life, human life and dignity, vocations,
and religious freedom. In total, the five priorities identify more than 740 individual projects to accomplish
during the next four years.
Archbishop Aymond said that the plan’s work on the environment, climate change and a response to the
needs of people on the margins of society worldwide falls under the human life and dignity priority.
In that section, one of the areas addressed includes teaching and advocating about what the pope has
described as integral ecology, “emphasizing environmental degradation and its impact on the lives of the
most vulnerable.”
The plan also calls for the U.S. Church to move from a “silo approach” to ministry as expressed through
the USCCB committees to deeper collaboration and cooperation in service of each bishops’ ministry.
The plan, more than a year under discussion by the bishops through their committees, subcommittees
and an ad hoc committee, stems in large part from Pope Francis’ message to the bishops when he visited
the U.S. in 2015.
The 28-page document offers an overview of the plan and outlines several specific areas to address under
each priority. Much of the plan was developed to support individuals of all ages as well as families as people
go through daily life and to encourage actions that carry out what is described as “missionary discipleship.”
Another passage in the plan stresses that it charts “a path of hope for the people in need of a loving embrace as they face the challenges of the world.”
Further, the document states, “The USCCB strategic plan exists to serve the mission of evangelization
entrusted in a particular way to each bishop; it is the tool the U.S. bishops rely upon to prioritize, organize,
optimize and resource good works which will allow the conference to fulfill its mission.”
Two major events are expected to help achieve the priorities, including the national Convocation of
Catholic Leaders scheduled for July 1-4, 2017, in Orlando, Florida, and the V Encuentro for Hispanic Latino
Ministry in 2018.

CNS, BOB ROLLER

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston addresses a news conference Nov.
15 at the fall general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore.
The cardinal was elected USCCB president that morning. Seated to his left is Archbishop
Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, who was elected USCCB vice president.

New USCCB President Stresses
Need to Listen, Continue Dialogue
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
The newly elected president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops said he is not planning on
“creating a new vision” but hopes to continue the bishops’ priorities particularly focusing on dialogue and
listening to Catholics.
The bishops “intend to be attentive,” said Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston hours after
his Nov. 15 election to a three-year term that began at the close of the bishops’ fall assembly in Baltimore.
For the past three years, he has served as USCCB vice president, a role that typically leads to election as
president. He succeeds Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky.
The cardinal said he plans to focus on the needs and concerns of Catholics, particularly members of the
immigrant community who fear deportation with the recent election of Donald Trump as U.S. president.
But he also said he remained hopeful about working with the new administration, saying its newness “offers
options and possibilities.”
The cardinal said he would listen to the voices of the immigrants and would work to ensure government
leaders treat them with dignity, adding that the Church in the U.S. has always stood with immigrants.
“We make our voices heard,” he said, “not by screaming in the streets but rather our voices are heard in
the streets by our care and concern and our clarity, what we think is essential.”
Cardinal DiNardo, 67, said the key part of his role remains as a Church leader, which is “where we show
our shepherd’s heart.”
His Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston includes 1.3 million Catholics, 440 priests in 146 parishes and 60
schools spread over 8,880 square miles.
The cardinal, who was born in Steubenville, Ohio, was ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of
Pittsburgh in 1977 and named a bishop 20 years later. He is a former bishop of Sioux City, Iowa. He has
been archbishop of Galveston-Houston since 2006. He was named a cardinal in 2007 and participated in the
2013 conclave that elected Pope Francis.
This summer, after the shooting of police officers in Dallas in response to shootings by police officers,
Cardinal DiNardo said: “These tragedies call for our prayer for healing and for change. It seems as though at
times our hearts are stony and paralyzed. We need God’s spirit of mercy to melt them and reopen our hearts
to the beauty of human life and to rebuilding human communities.”

CNS/L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

Pope Francis places a red biretta on new Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of
Indianapolis during a consistory in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
Nov. 19. The pope created 17 new cardinals.

Pope Calls New Cardinals to Be
Agents of Unity in Divided World
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
The Catholic Church’s 17 new cardinals must dedicate their lives to being ministers of forgiveness and reconciliation in a world – and sometimes a Church – often
marked by hostility and division, Pope Francis said.
Even Catholics are not immune from “the virus of polarization and animosity,” the
pope told the new cardinals, and “we need to take care lest such attitudes find a place
in our hearts.”
Creating 17 new cardinals from 14 nations Nov. 19, the pope said the College of
Cardinals – and the Catholic Church itself – must be a sign for the world that differences of nationality, skin color, language and social class do not make people
enemies, but brothers and sisters with different gifts to offer.
Three of the new cardinals created during the prayer service in St. Peter’s Basilica
were from the United States: Cardinals Blase J. Cupich of Chicago; Kevin J. Farrell, prefect of the new Vatican office for laity, family and life; and Joseph W. Tobin,
whom the pope asked to move from being archbishop of Indianapolis to archbishop
of Newark, New Jersey.
Only 16 of the new cardinals were present for the ceremony. The Vatican said
87-year-old Cardinal Sebastian Koto Khoarai, the retired bishop of Mohale’s Hoek,
Lesotho, was created a cardinal although he was unable to travel to Rome.
After reciting the Creed and taking an oath of fidelity to Pope Francis and his successors, each cardinal went up to Pope Francis and knelt before him. The pope gave
them each a cardinal’s ring, a three-cornered red hat and a scroll attesting to their
appointment as cardinals and containing their “titular church” in Rome. The assignment of a church is a sign they now are members of the clergy of the pope’s diocese.
After the consistory, Pope Francis and the new cardinals hopped in vans for a short
ride to visit retired Pope Benedict XVI in the Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, his residence in the Vatican gardens. The retired pope greeted each cardinal, thanked them
for stopping by and assured them, “My prayers will accompany you always.”
Cardinal Mario Zenari, the pope’s ambassador to Syria, spoke on behalf of the new
cardinals, promising Pope Francis that they and the entire Church would continue to
be envoys of God’s mercy, bending down to help those “left half dead on the side of
the road, wounded in body and spirit.”
The Gospel reading at the consistory was St. Luke’s version of Jesus’ discourse to
his disciples: “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”
“They are four things we can easily do for our friends and for those more or less
close to us, people we like, people whose tastes and habits are similar to our own,”
Pope Francis said. But Jesus, not mincing his words, calls his followers to more.
“With people we consider our opponents or enemies,” the pope said, “our first instinctive reaction ... is to dismiss, discredit or curse them. Often we try to ‘demonize’
them, so as to have a ‘sacred’ justification for dismissing them.”
In God, he said, there are no enemies. There are only brothers and sisters to love.
All people are embraced by God’s love, he said. “We are the ones who raise walls,
build barriers and label people.”
Speaking to Catholic News Service after the consistory, Cardinal Tobin said the
pope’s homily was “very timely” and the cardinals, as well as all Catholics, should
“examine ourselves and the Church to see whether we have unconsciously appropriated this ‘virus’” of polarization and animosity. It may hide under “the name of truth
or the name of orthodoxy or something, when it actually serves to divide. I think
probably that is resistance to the acts of the Holy Spirit.”
“In this year of mercy,” Cardinal Farrell told CNS, “we all need to be a little more
concerned about and merciful and compassionate to each of our brothers and sisters.
And I think that’s the great message that the Holy Father wished to convey.
“We all need to learn how to respect each other. We can disagree on many points,
but we need to enter into dialogue and conversation with each other. I believe that is
what the Holy Father wanted and what the year of mercy is all about,” the cardinal
said. People can discuss and debate theological problems, “but if they don’t do it with
charity – as St. Paul would say – what good is it?”
Cardinal Cupich said Pope Francis “hit the nail on the head because a virus can
be contagious and it can spread like wildfire, and he wanted to make sure that every
individual took responsibility for making sure that whoever the person is who we
disagree with, we do not make an enemy out of them, that we remember that we are
all sons and daughters of the same God and that we are brothers and sisters to each
other.”
“We have to break that cycle of violence and hatred and bigotry, otherwise it will
be contagious like a virus,” Cardinal Cupich said.
As the Year of Mercy was ending, Pope Francis called on the new cardinals – and
everyone present in the basilica – to continue to proclaim “the Gospel of mercy,”
going out to where people live, giving them hope and helping them become signs of
reconciliation.
At the end of the consistory, the College of Cardinals had 228 members, 121 of
whom are under the age of 80 and eligible to vote in a conclave to elect a pope.
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Day of Dialogue Explores Rootedness
in Care for Our Common Home
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Each year, the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs hosts a gathering for members
of the Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic faiths
to join together and discuss common topics among
them.
This year’s keynote speaker at the LARC Day of
Dialogue, Stephanie Clary, the Mission Outreach and
Communication Coordinator for the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Burlington, spoke about “Laudato si,’”
Pope Francis’ encyclical on the state of the planet and
our responsibility to care for it, or be “ecologically
conscious,” as Mrs. Clary pointed out in an August
article of The Vermont Catholic.
During the LARC Day, held Nov. 7 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, Mrs. Clary discussed
how it should be noted that Pope Francis wrote the
encyclical in such a way that was inclusive to all communities; including scientists, people of all faiths, and
political policies.
“It seems natural those communities would find
something for them in it,” Mrs. Clary proposed in describing why this encyclical has been so well read.
She also explained in an interview with The Catholic Witness the different terms Pope Francis uses in
“Laudato si’” and how they relate to each of us.
“We need an integral ecology and what [Pope Francis] means by that is, it needs to be something that
we not situate in the realm of environmental care or

Stephanie Clary,
Mission Outreach
and Communication
Coordinator for the
Roman Catholic
Diocese of
Burlington, offers
her keynote address
at the annual LARC
Day of Dialogue Nov.
7 at the Cardinal
Keeler Center in
Harrisburg.
CHRIS HEISEY,
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

science, but that is interconnected with so many other
things: with government, with religion, with politics,
with the work force.
“It’s not just this isolated issue, but it’s
connected to all these other areas of the
world. It is something that affects humans,
affects animals, affects plants, affects air.
That interconnected aspect I don’t think has
gotten so much attention,” she continued.
Mrs. Clary believes that faith brings a lot
to this topic, and she worked to frame her
talk about this. Ecology is something people
are familiar with, but do we know how our
faith factors into this responsibility?
“I think that our faith specifically has such
a rich history of this idea of interconnectedness and mutual dependence and great relation being necessary in order for salvation
to be achieved,” she said. “In this Christian
faith when we look at Scripture, and when
Stephanie Clary, the presenter at this year’s LARC (Lutheran,
Anglican, Roman Catholic) Day of Dialogue, converses with we look back at our traditions, we can reFather James Lease, Director of the Diocesan Office of ally see that ethical moral imperative that
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, as attendees gather for this is something we are called to do,” she
the day of discussion on the universal call to care for creation. observed. “It’s not just something where

we are looking at scientific figures and we’re saying,
‘This is startling; we should respond to this.’ Instead,
it is an ethical imperative that we do, and there have
been a number of studies that show moral imperative
has been far more persuasive than the scientific data.”
The Day of Dialogue stems from a LARC Covenant signed in 1993 by the bishops of the Episcopal
Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Harrisburg, the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
and the Upper Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The covenant was
instituted as a means of providing occasions of joint
prayer and greater cooperation between the Churches.
The annual LARC Day of Dialogue is one of a
number of programs and activities hosted by the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, which is directed by Father James Lease. For
additional information, contact 717-657-4804, ext.
265.
Read “Laudato si’” online at http://w2.vatican.
va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/
papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

Retrouvaille ~
A Lifeline
for Marriages
Stress in Your Marriage? Retrouvaille is
a program for married couples that feel
bored, disillusioned,
frustrated, or angry in
their marriage. Some
experience coldness.
Others experience conflict in their
relationship. Most don’t know how to
change the situation or even communicate with their spouse about it. This
program has helped tens of thousands
of couples experiencing difficulties
in their marriage. In the Diocese of
Harrisburg, Retrouvaille falls under
the auspices of the Office for Family Life. For confidential information
about Retrouvaille, or to register for
the January program beginning with a
weekend on Jan. 13-15, call 800-4702230 or visit the web site at www.
HelpOurMarriage.com. Interested
persons can also connect with George
and Mary Russo at grusso9289@aol.
com or 717-244-3524.
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Gifts of People with Disabilities Celebrated at Annual Mass
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
The Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with
Disabilities hosted a celebration of the gifts of people
with disabilities during the Saturday Vigil Mass at St.
Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg on Nov. 12.
Advocates from surrounding parishes, and those with
disabilities and their families participated in this annual
Mass. Bishop Ronald Gainer was the principal celebrant,
and was joined at the altar by Father Paul Helwig, pastor
of St. Margaret Mary Parish, and Father Ryan Fischer,
parochial vicar at St. Joseph Parish in Hanover. Also visiting for the Mass was Deacon Lawrence Sutton of the
Diocese of Pittsburgh, who presented “Partners in Faith
Formation of Children with Autism and Other Disabilities” at the diocesan Catechetical Conference earlier that
day. Deacon Sutton is also the author of “How to Welcome, Include, and Catechize Children with Autism, and
Other Special Needs.”
Virginia Duncan, Director of the Office of Ministries
with People with Disabilities, interpreted the Mass using Sign Language, and several youth with disabilities
shared their gifts as altar servers.
The National Catholic Partnership on Disability defines disability as “the normal and expected outcome
of the risks and stresses of the living process.” In other
words, “it is not ‘them’ and ‘us.’ It is just ‘us,’” said Mrs.
Duncan. “As the USCCB has said, ‘We are a single flock
under the care of a single shepherd.’ Our Mass Celebrating the Gifts of People with Disabilities, while honoring

Emily Sanders, who
was an altar server
at the annual Mass
celebrating the
gifts of people with
disabilities, smiles
as she sees Bishop
Ronald Gainer,
principal celebrant.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE
CATHOLIC WITNESS

those people with disabilities who serve in their parishes
every week, is held at a regularly scheduled weekend
Mass and we join with parishioners from that parish in

Part-Time Job Opening for Office Assistant
Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Mechanicsburg, 25 Hours a Week
We are seeking a confident individual
with excellent customer service skills to
assist in the everyday operations of the
cemetery office, 9 a.m. -2 p.m. Monday
through Friday. As you will be providing
administrative support services, we are
looking for a detail orientated, organized
individual with excellent knowledge of
MS Office and an ability to work with
financial figures. A basic knowledge of
accounting would be preferred.
You must have excellent communication skills with the ability to use some
independent initiative and judgment.
An ability to maintain good public rela-

tions is essential and you must be capable of expressing empathy for bereaved
families. The ability to speak Spanish is
highly desirable. You must work well in a
team environment.
Understanding of Catholic burial rites
preferred. Valid Pennsylvania Drivers
license. Two years college education or
equivalent. Two to five years cemetery
experience preferred.
If you feel you could make a positive contribution to our team, we would
like to hear from you. Send your résumé
and cover letter to: Mr. Joseph Brlansky,
Manager, at jbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org.

worshiping God as a ‘single flock.’ Our ‘single shepherd,’ Bishop Gainer, joins us in affirming our oneness
in serving God and each other as people of faith.”

Job Opening: Social Concerns
Government Relations Professional

The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
(PCC) is seeking a seasoned government relations professional to advocate the Catholic perspective on social concerns issues at the State
Capitol in Harrisburg and beyond. He/she will
have a specific focus on lobbying for issues related to human services, respect for human life,
and social justice.
A successful candidate should have bachelor’s degree or equivalent in political science,
public administration, communications, or
liberal arts. Master’s degree is desirable. Experience and familiarity with the workings of
state government is essential. He/she must be
a practicing Catholic in good standing who is
intelligent, zealous, dedicated and committed

to the interests of the Church, knowledgeable
about and interested in Church affairs, and a
creative and productive writer, researcher, and
policy analyst. He/she must have the ability
and social skills to work with both individuals
and groups, both inside and outside the Church
and convey the Church’s teachings, especially
as they apply to elected and appointed government officials.
This full-time position is office-based at
PCC’s location in downtown Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
Send cover letter and résumé by December
21 to: PA Catholic Conference, P.O. Box 2835,
Harrisburg, PA 17105 or send electronically to
info@pacatholic.org.

An Advent Celebration in Honor of
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Celebración de Adviento en Honor a
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe

Patroness of the Americas Patroness of the Unborn

Patrona de las Américas Patrona de los No Nacidos

The Catholic community of the Diocese of
Harrisburg comes together in prayer as we celebrate

La comunidad católica de la Diócesis de Harrisburg
se une en oración para celebrar la

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe

Saturday December 10, 2016 at 5:00 PM
Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg Pennsylvania
Registration Fee: $10 per person or $30 group of 4
Seats are limited. Register now!

sábado 10 de diciembre 2016 a las 5:00 PM
Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg Pennsylvania
Registro: $10 por persona o $30 por grupo de 4
Espacios Limitados. ¡Regístrate Ahora!

**No Charge for Priests, Deacons and Religious Sisters**

**Gratis para Sacerdotes, Diáconos y Hermanas Religiosas**

Agenda

Agenda

5:00 PM Aztec Dance by Folklórico Oyunque
5:30 PM Holy Mass celebrated by
Rev. Bernardo Pistone
6:30 PM Community Gathering with snacks
7:00 PM Crafts for Children & Theatrical Musical
Play by Fundación Huellas “La Morenita”
8:00 PM Advent Hymns in English and Spanish

5:00 PM Baile Azteca por Folklórico Oyunque
5:30 PM Santa Misa celebrada por
Reverendo Bernardo Pistone
6:30 PM Compartir en comunidad con refrigerios
7:00 PM Manualidades para Niños y Obra Teatral
por la Fundación Huellas “La Morenita”
8:00 PM Himnos de Adviento en ingles y español

To register visit: www.hbgdiocese.org/hispanicministry or contact Jaclyn
Curran at (717) 657-4804 ext 313 or via email jcurran@hbgdiocese.org

Para registrarse visite: www.hbgdiocese.org/hispanicministry o contacte
a Jaclyn Curran al (717) 657-4804 ext 313 o via email
jcurran@hbgdiocese.org
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Teens ‘Fan the Fire’ of the
Holy Spirit at Annual Retreat

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer gives a special blessing to young women who are considering a vocation to religious life. At the conclusion of the Mass, the bishop invited young
men and women considering religious vocations to come forward for blessings.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Celebrating
Holy Mass
for some
650 teens at
the Fan the
Fire rally,
Bishop
Ronald
Gainer
reflects
during the
Gospel
Reading.

The Eucharist is the center of the Fan the Fire rally, which
culminated with the Sacrifice of the Mass.

N

ow in its 18th year held at St. Joseph Parish in York, the “Fan the
Fire” youth rally reaches out to teens to help them to either deepen
their relationship with Christ, or to discover it for the first time.
This year’s retreat drew some 650 teens for the Eucharistic-centered
event, which featured a keynote address on “The Heart of Mercy” by
Doug Tooke, the executive director of Reach Youth Ministry. Dynamic
music and a laser light dance lifted the teens’ spirits, and workshops focused on mercy in action, mercy and grace, Divine Mercy and merciful
love, as well as mercy for life as vocation discernment.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation was readily available, and the teens
knelt in prayer before the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament during a Eucharistic Holy Hour. The day closed with a Mass celebrated by Bishop
Ronald Gainer.
The founder and director of the Fan the Fire Youth Rallies is Scott Anthony, the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries at St. Joseph
Parish in York. For additional information on the annual rally, visit www.
fanthefirerally.com or contact Mr. Anthony at scott@fanthefirerally.com.

Teens enjoy a spirited laser light dance during the annual Fan the Fire youth rally at St. Joseph Parish
in York Nov. 19.
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Bishop Visits Christ the King on Mission’s Feast Day
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On the final Sunday of the liturgical
year, Bishop Ronald Gainer made a pastoral visit to Christ the King Mission in
Benton, the northern-most church in the
diocese, situated in the upper tier of Columbia County.
The bishop’s visit fittingly took place on
the Solemnity of Christ the King, which
the universal Church celebrates at the conclusion of the liturgical year. The feast day
was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925
within his encyclical “Quas Primas” (“In
the first”), which addressed the growing
secularism at the time and reminded the
faithful that Christ reigns as king forever.
“You must have a relationship with
Christ to receive the inheritance of
Christ,” Bishop Gainer said in his homily.
“You must be thankful to God. If you do
not show gratitude to God, you probably
will not show gratitude to people in your
life. That may not be always the case, but
it usually is the case,” he said.
“We owe God our thanksgiving. He has
done so much for us,” the bishop said.
“We owe God our gratitude. Eucharist
means ‘thanksgiving,’ after all, so we
need to always be aware of being grateful
to God for everything.”
Christ the King in Benton is a mission of
St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg. It was
established in 1961 following a Its first
church was located in an abandoned bakery, which parishioners worked to convert
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Flanked by a Knights of Columbus Honor Guard, Father David Hereshko, administrator of Christ the King Mission in
Benton, and Bishop Ronald Gainer join in the entrance procession during Mass there on the Feast of Christ the King.

into a place of worship. The first Mass
was celebrated there on Nov. 12, 1961.
Two years later, a plot was purchased for

A woman is seen
in prayer at Christ
the King Church
during the
bishop’s pastoral
visit there Nov. 20.
Right: Bishop
Ronald Gainer’s
crozier is seen
as he celebrates
the Liturgy of the
Eucharist.

Altar servers join in
the recessional at the
conclusion of Mass
celebrated on the Feast
of Christ the King.

the construction of the current church.
Christ the King Mission and its flock
are under the priestly care of Father Da-

vid Hereshko, who is also the Catholic
campus minister at Bloomsburg University.
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Valley of the White Squaw – Dehegewanus
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

We the people of the United
States of America rightfully date
our birth to 1776, when our Declaration of Independence was signed
in Philadelphia on July 4. Our
shared history seems to commence
from then; however, this manner
of remembering our nascent nation’s founding fails to account for
the previous 170 years before the
Revolution. From the first moment
Europeans – mostly Dutch, English
and Irish Reformed Protestants –
landed in Virginia, Pennsylvania
and Massachusetts, the violent
clash with Native American nations
who roamed this vast continent was
immediate.
It took a large, sail-propelled ship
nearly three months to cross the
Atlantic Ocean against the Westerly
Trade Winds, and the window for
voyage was tight given the northern
Atlantic’s ferocious winter storms
soon followed by late summer’s
more deadly tropical cyclones. So
when Thomas and Jane Jemison set
sail from Northern Ireland aboard
the William and Mary destined
for Philadelphia, they were taking
an enormous risk. Not only were
they leaving a successful farm life
behind, Jane Jemison was in the
last trimester of her fourth pregnancy. As fate would have it, she
gave birth on the ship in harrowing
fashion to a healthy baby girl they
named Mary that summer of 1743.
Soon after arriving in Philadelphia, the couple and newborn
embarked west via wagon train,
along with other Scots-Irish immigrants. Their goal was to settle
on the frontier in a desolate part of
Pennsylvania where the great Cumberland Valley is foreshadowed
by the looming Appalachians that
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The pedestal for the Mary Jemison statue at St. Ignatius is made out of stone from
the original Jemison homestead from the 1750s.

bisect Pennsylvania. Settlements
populated frontier became fiercely
west of York and Carlisle were few violent.
in the mid 18th Century, so when the
The American colonies under
settlers found a tract of land they
British rule had little protection
felt they could clear and farm, they from marauding French and Indian
“squatted” on their chosen ground
war parties, whose mission it was
and began clearing woodlots to
to drive out the squatting settlers.
plant crops. They settled on land
The English government authorinear the infant hamlet of Gettysties offered handsome rewards for
burg along a broad stream named
any scalp of a slain Indian fighter
Marsh Creek, and ten years later
terrorizing the frontier, and 50 shilmoved their growing family 15
lings for an Indian woman caught
miles west.
pillaging the stores and foodstuffs
Where the couple squatted a
of the locals.
second time was again part of
The violence only intensified as
the vast Iroquois Confederacy
more and more marauders were
that stretched from central New
killed. The incensed Native AmeriYork through Pennsylvania. The
can warriors began beheading setJemisons were not worried about
tlers’ children, drinking their blood
offending native Indian nations,
as their horrified parents watched
as their pressing matter was build- the savage acts. Before leaving, the
ing a log house and cultivating
warriors would string up the elders
the fields on their new property in
and burn them alive. The savage
what was then part of western York killings haunted the Pennsylvania
County before it became Adams
frontier settlers.
County a few decades later. Today,
But Thomas Jemison did not
the rolling bucolic landscape on
scare easily when told about brutal
mountain’s edge is called Buchan- violence both sides were inflicting.
an Valley – named so because the
While other settlers fled, Tom and
region produced the nation’s only
Jane took in frightened neighbors
U.S. president hailing from Pennand defiantly stayed on their propsylvania, James Buchanan, born in erty, daring the vengeance-seeking
1791.
raiders to strike.
Thomas Jemison was an industriMary was 15 years old in 1758,
ous, hard working man and devout and her older brothers pleaded to
in nature, putting his faith in God
leave, knowing they did not have
who had, he believed, blessed
the arms to defend the family. On
him with a successful sprawlthe cool morning of April 5, 1758,
ing farm and six healthy
while Jane was preparing breakchildren. The family kept fast, a raiding party of four French
the Bible on the mantle soldiers and six Shawnee warriors
above the fireplace and showed up, killing at the Jemisons’
read Scripture together doorstep a fleeing neighbor who
many nights by the
had come to warn the family. Steproaring fire.
ping over the dead man, the raiders
While there was
gathered up the family, except for
bliss in the Jemison
Mary’s two older brothers, who had
house, by 1755, the stealthily hidden themselves in the
English and more
barn.
so French were
The house was burned, food
forming allistores stolen and soon the raiders,
ances with Native along with their ten prisoners, esAmerican tribes.
caped over South Mountain, headThe French and
ing to a “dark and dismal swamp’’
Indian War,
near a small fort outpost, which
or the Seven
today is Chambersburg.
Years’ War,
The hostiles were followed by loerupted later
cal militia units who were outraged
at the Jemisons’ demise. Fearing
The Mary Jemison monument at St. Ignatius Church in Buchanan that year and
the
sparsely
capture, the Shawnee decided to
Valley.

kill Mary’s mother, father and siblings. They scalped the Jemisons in
front of Mary and then hung them
on pokes above the swamp water to
stoke fear in the militia who were
close on their heels.
When Mary arrived with her captors at Fort Duquesne, now Pittsburgh, she was handed over to two
benevolent Seneca women, who began caring for the traumatized girl.
They transported Mary down the
Ohio River to their settlement and
took her in as their own daughter.
Given the name of Dehegewanus –
meaning a pretty girl, a handsome
girl, a pleasant good thing – Mary
became amazingly assimilated into
the Native American ways of life.
Her two brothers had escaped into
Virginia, but Mary never tried to
escape or leave her adopted family. She essentially was family-less,
and her only chance at survival
was to accustom herself to her new
life. After the Seven Years War
was over, Mary was offered her
freedom, but she chose to stay with
her captors who, by Mary’s own
words, “loved and cared for her like
a daughter.”
When she was still a teenager, she
married a Delaware warrior named
Sheninjee, and the two had a son
she named Thomas, after her father
whom she had adored with all her
heart. Sheninjee took his wife and
newborn on a 700-mile trek into
western New York, near presentday Geneseo along the beautiful
rambling Genesee River east of
Buffalo. But while on a hunting trip
for the family, Sheninjee died, leaving Mary a young, single, widow
mother in a strange culture she was
still learning about. There is no
doubt that she loved her husband,
remembering him as a “kind, gentle
man, but brave warrior.” Several
years later, she married a Seneca
Indian named Hiakatoo, and they
had seven children together, including two boys named John and
Jesse.
Nearing the end of her long life
(she died in 1833 at the age of
91), Mary Jemison told her story
to a local New York minster who
wrote her account into a short book
entitled: A Narrative of the Life of
Mary Jemison. And in that book,
Mary relates a happy life despite
the many tragedies that she heroically endured.
Perhaps the most heart-wrenching
loss she endured occurred when
her son John killed his half brother,
Mary’s first born, Thomas, with
a tomahawk to the head while at
home. The two middle aged brothers fought endlessly, mostly about
John’s polygamist lifestyle, which
was permitted by the Seneca,
but harshly condemned by white
society and many other Native
American tribes. A few years later,
John murdered his brother Jesse.
It seems the Jemison family had a
history of alcohol abuse – rampant
in Indian tribes even in the 19th
Century. One of Mary’s great laments was the horrors that alcohol
could do to a family. John would
be killed by two Native Americans
seeking revenge a few years later at
Squawky Hill Reservation.
There are many facets and avenues to travel in the life of Mary
More DEHEGEWANUS, page 14
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Final Resting Place: Vatican Releases
Instruction on Burial, Cremation
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Professing belief in the resurrection of the dead and affirming
that the human body is an essential part of a person’s identity, the
Catholic Church insists that the bodies of the deceased be treated
with respect and laid to rest in a consecrated place.
While the Catholic Church continues to prefer burial in the
ground, it accepts cremation as an option, but forbids the scattering of ashes and the growing practice of keeping cremated
remains at home, said Cardinal Gerhard Muller, prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
“Caring for the bodies of the deceased, the Church confirms
its faith in the resurrection and separates itself from attitudes and
rites that see in death the definitive obliteration of the person, a
stage in the process of reincarnation or the fusion of one’s soul
with the universe,” the cardinal told reporters Oct. 25.
In 1963, the congregation issued an instruction permitting cremation as long as it was not done as a sign of denial of the basic
Christian belief in the resurrection of the dead. The permission
was incorporated into the Code of Canon Law in 1983 and the
Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches in 1990.
However, Cardinal Muller said, Church law had not specified
exactly what should be done with “cremains,” and several bishops’ conferences asked the congregation to provide guidance.
The result, approved by Pope Francis after consultation with

other Vatican offices and with bishops’ conferences and the
Eastern churches’ synods of bishops, is “Ad resurgendum cum
Christo” (“To Rise with Christ”), an instruction “regarding the
burial of the deceased and the conservation of the ashes in the
case of cremation.”
Presenting the instruction, Cardinal Muller said, “shortly, in
many countries, cremation will be considered the ordinary way”
to deal with the dead, including for Catholics.
Cremation, in and of itself, does not constitute a denial of belief
in the immortality of the soul and the resurrection of the body, the
instruction says. Nor does it “prevent God, in his omnipotence,
from raising up the deceased body to new life.”
However, the Catholic Church wholeheartedly recommends
continuing the “pious practice of burying the dead,” Cardinal
Muller said. It is considered one of the corporal works of mercy
and, mirroring the burial of Christ, it more clearly expresses hope
in the resurrection when the person’s body and soul will be reunited.
In addition, he said, when a person is buried in the ground –
and, at least to some extent – when the urn of the person’s ashes
is placed in a columbarium or tomb, the final resting place is
marked with the person’s name, the same name with which the
person was baptized and by which the person is called by God.
“Belief in the resurrection of the flesh is fundamental,” he said.
“A human cadaver is not trash” and an anonymous burial or scattering of ashes “is not compatible with the Christian faith. The
name, the person, the concrete identity of the person” is important because God created each individual and calls each individual to himself.
In fact, when asked if there was any way to rectify the situation when a person’s ashes already
had been scattered, Cardinal Muller suggested
making a memorial in a church or other appropriate place and including the name of the deceased.
What is more, he said, labeling an urn or tomb
in a public place is an expression of belief in the
“communion of saints,” the unending unity in
Christ of all the baptized, living and dead.
“Other believers have a right to pray at the
tomb” and to remember deceased members of the
Catholic Church on the feast of All Saints and All
Souls.
Keeping ashes at home on the mantel, he said,
is a sign not only of love and grief, but also of not
understanding how the loved one belonged to the
entire community of faith and not just to his or her
closest relatives.
“Only in grave and exceptional cases,” the instruction says, local bishops may give permission
for ashes to be kept in a private home. Cardinal
Muller said it was not up to him, but to local and
national bishops’ conferences to determine what
those “grave and exceptional” circumstances
might be.
Placing the ashes in a sacred place also “prevents the faithful departed from being forgotten or
their remains from being shown a lack of respect,”
which is more likely to happen as time goes on
and the people closest to the deceased also pass
way, the instruction said.
“We believe in the resurrection of the body
and this must be the principle of our understanding and practice,” Cardinal Muller told Catholic
News Service, noting that there is a difference between allowing for the natural decay of the body
while protecting the environment and seeing the
body of the deceased primarily as fertilizer for
plants and trees.

Q&A on Proper
Handling of Ashes
Following Cremation
Catholic News Service
Release of the new document regarding the burial of the
deceased and the proper handling of ashes has prompted
many Catholics to ask whether it changes any regulations
about cremation. Catholic News Service provided some
of those questions to the staff of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of Divine Worship to have
them answered:
Q: The new document from the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) spells out regulations regarding cremation. Does it change anything in how the Catholic Church in this country has regulated this issue?
A: No, the new document from the CDF doesn’t
change anything for us in this country. For example, we
already have permission to have a funeral Mass in the
presence of cremated remains. What the Instruction does
do, however, is reiterate the Church’s preference for the
burial of the body in normal circumstances, and, when
cremation is necessary, its insistence that the remains be
properly interred.
Q: If the document says that traditional burial is preferred, does that mean cremation is wrong?
A: If the Church saw cremation as “wrong,” it wouldn’t
permit it. Sometimes cremation can truly be necessary.
However, the ancient custom and the preference of the
Church is to bury the body, whenever possible.
Q: What should I do if I’ve already scattered the ashes?
A: We can’t change the past, of course, and if you truly
didn’t realize at that time that it shouldn’t be done, then
you shouldn’t burden yourself with guilt. Remember that
what happens to a person’s body after death has no bearing on what happens when that person’s soul meets the
Lord on judgment day. However, you might wish to offer
extra prayers for the person’s happy repose.
Q: If I plan to donate my body to science, after which
it will be cremated, is that OK? What if the laboratory
disposes of these ashes?
A: This would seem to be a valid reason for cremation. However, it would be important to make sure that
arrangements are made for a funeral Mass, and that a
trusted relative or friend is able to receive the remains
and see to their proper burial.
Q: How do I convince my dad to let me bury my mother’s ashes, which he now has at home?
A: Only you would know the best way to approach a
situation like that, and it would depend a lot on his reasons for keeping the remains and on his own personal
faith. Perhaps making him aware of the Church’s preference would be enough to convince him? Or the assurance that his own earthly remains will one day be buried
alongside those of his wife? Also, the Vatican’s instruction itself articulates some compelling reasons: “The reservation of the ashes of the departed in a sacred place
ensures that they are not excluded from the prayers and
remembrance of the Christian community. It prevents the
faithful departed from being forgotten, or their remains
from being shown a lack of respect…” (n. 5).
Q: “I am afraid I did something wrong. When my
daughter died, I could not afford to bury her, but I had her
cremated and her ashes will be buried with me. I also had
some ashes put in crosses for her kids. I am distressed I
did something very wrong.”
A: Clearly you did that with good intentions, and
weren’t aware of what the Church wants us to do with
the mortal remains of our loved ones, so you shouldn’t
burden yourself with guilt over this. Would it be possible
now to find a cemetery plot where you can bury her remains, and make arrangements so that your own remains
can someday go into the same location? If at all possible,
the ashes in the crosses should also be buried or interred
along with them.
Q: Many people die and are never buried properly.
Perhaps they die at sea or in an explosion or whatever.
Why is the Vatican worried about something like this
when there are so many other problems in the world?
A: This instruction isn’t concerned with those kinds of
situations. Burial at sea is necessary at times, as is cremation. The main purpose for this instruction is to help
foster a healthy respect for the human body, even after
death, especially in light of the move in recent years away
from traditional burial in favor of more expedient and
economical means. Where contemporary culture today
may well question what difference it makes, the Church
is reminding us to recall that the human body is an integral part of the human person deserving of respect even
after death. The earliest Christians buried the bodies of
their dead, and this set them apart from many of their
contemporaries. We bury our dead out of reverence for
God our creator, and as a sign that we look forward to the
resurrection on the last day.
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The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones:
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Elmer
Marconi, Nicholas P. Mariano, Joseph
Miller.
BLUE RIDGE SUMMIT – St. Rita:
Eric Zimmer.
BUCHANAN VALLEY – St. Ignatius:
Ronald Grance, Larry Kane, Mary Ann
Leber.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Anna
Morollo.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Francis “Frank” D. Johnston, Roy H.
Long, III.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Diann
O’Donnell.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Barbara A. Lawrence.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Alice
Eliassen.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Stuart
Madara.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Guido
Eramo, Thomas Kormis.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Peggy L. Gastley.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Beverly
Boone, Raymond “Ike” Conrad, Shirley
Fink, Francisco Javier Garcia, Isabel
Fuhrman, Frank Kulczak, Kyle Merrow,
Frederick Pokrywka, Robert Wright; St.
Vincent: Nathanial Little, Jean Noel.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Krautheim, Frances Shives; St.
Margaret Mary: William V. Richett, Sr.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
Marguerite Caso.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Elaine
Bressi, Dominick Louis Scicchitano,
Leona Sohomuch.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Phyllis Newton.
LEBANON – St. Cecilia: Doris Noll.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Harry Bender, Christine Berich, Joseph
Korona, Andrew Miriello, Anthony
Simonetti.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Marian Wilson; St. Joseph:
Irene Cobb, Lilllian Ginanni, Rosemary
Santangelo, Frank Sudak, Marion Wilson;
St. Katharine Drexel: Helen Gill.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer: Robert E. Belfanti, Jr., Jeannette Cole,
Robert E. Kowaleski; Our Lady: Mary
Ann Atchley, Paul Baksi, Celelia Bianchi,
Louise Dando, Mary Ann Dembinsky, Jean
Evans, Philip Gergen, Dr. Samuel Greco,
Karen Harris, Rose Hubler, Violet
Ignatovich, Alma Katch, Mary Ann
Lindenmuth, Patricia Manley, Sophie
Marshalek, Mary Mayton, Donna McGinley, Helen Moleski, Dorothy Murray,
John Owens, Edward Quinn, James Reilly,
Antoinette Ryan, Louise Schetroma,
Nancy Schu, Christopher Slodyski, Robert
Tamecki, Rose Weinrich, Patricia Ellen
Wydra, Patricia Yakuchina.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Lee Patrick Glancey, John B. Lawler,
Sophia Yasalonis.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Joseph Cilluffo, James Healy,
Richard Patterson.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Mary
Herring, Theodore Hufnagle, Eugene
Price.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Craig
Duke.
YORK – St. Patrick: Mary Armstrong.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in November during the past 25 years:
Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Msgr. Damian McGovern, 2000
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012.

Serra Club of Lancaster Hosts
Picnic for Priests and Religious

The Serra Club of Lancaster recently held its annual picnic for the priests of the
Lancaster Deanery and the religious of Lancaster County. This year’s event had an
Italian theme and was held at Saint Anne Retirement Community in Columbia. Eight
priests, one seminarian and 23 Sisters were guests of the club. Speakers included five
Adorers of the Blood of Christ Sisters who currently live at St. Anne’s: Sister Agatha
Marie Groft, Sister Mary Clare Reineberg, Sister Mary Kathleen Washington, Sister
Cleta Marie Reineberg and Sister Mary Evelyn DiPietro. Each shared the story of
the journey that led them to become a member of the religious community.
The Serra Club of Lancaster received its charter from Serra international on November 1, 1975 and currently has 29 members. It supports vocations to the priesthood and religious life. In addition, the club provides service awards to altar servers
at the 18 parishes located within the Lancaster Deanery. The Serra Club also seeks
to encourage young people in the continuation of their Catholic faith, by connecting
high school seniors to Newman Clubs on college campuses through a program called
the Newman Connection.
The Lancaster Sierra Club holds monthly meetings which usually take place the
first Wednesday of every month. Members attend Mass, which is followed by a meal
and meeting. Meetings feature a guest speaker who is often the presiding priest, and
speakers are encouraged to speak on topics of their choosing. In December, the club
sponsors a Christmas dinner for the priests of the deanery. Other highlights include
the annual seminarian Mass and dinner in Harrisburg. For this event the Lancaster
and Harrisburg chapters of the Serra Club join together in support of our seminarians.
Please consider joining us by attending this year’s Christmas dinner, which will be
held on December 1 at the Eden Resort Inn in Lancaster. Membership is not mandatory. For more information, contact Nic Bianco at 717-560-2972.

Children Offer Prayers for Missions
with World Mission Rosary

Diocesan Missionary Childhood Association (MCA) children offered prayers
for the missions with
the World Mission
Rosary during Mission month in October.
Among those who
prayed the World
Mission Rosary were
students from St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville;
Holy Angels Parish
in Kulpmont; Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in Lancaster and St. Anne School in Lancaster.
In the photo below, Sacred Heart students pray the World Mission Rosary. The
students participated in an activity in which they held a quarter cup of rice in a plastic
bag to see how much rice some children in the Missions receive for the entire day.
The students of Holy Angels Parish Religious Education Program in Kulpmont,
shown above, along with many parents, parishioners, and guests prayed the Living Mission Rosary on Oct. 17 for special intentions of all the children around the
world. Each child received a special Mission Rosary from the Missionary Childhood
Association as sponsored by the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Since the beginning of the school year, the Missions Office has sent out more than
4,600 rosaries to schools and religious education programs.
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Spiritual Offerings

A Marian Advent Evening of Reflection will be held at
St. Catherine Laboure Shrine Church, 4000 Derry Street, Harrisburg,
on Friday, December 9, from 7-9 p.m. This event will be hosted by
Marty Rotella and “Spirit Power,” music created to feed the soul. It is
worship, prayer, and reflection: a way to help the inner self encounter
the love of Christ. All are welcome to attend the free event, focusing
on the real meaning of Advent and opening our hearts to our Savior
through our Mother. For more information, call or e-mail Deb at 717645-0735 or dgelbaugh@sclhbg.org.
In honor of Resurrection Catholic School’s 25th anniversary year, Bishop Ronald Gainer will celebrate Mass at St.
Anthony of Padua Church in Lancaster on Dec. 1 at 9:30 a.m. Eighth
grade will participate in the Mass as lectors, gift bearers and greeters.
A reception in the school follows, and all are welcome. The school
offers a Christ-centered education that meets state standards, with
a challenging curriculum. At the kindergarten through eighth grade
school, students learn about values and how to treat others, and
every day begins and ends with prayer.
Children’s Eucharistic Adoration will be held every
Tuesday in Advent from 4-5 p.m. at St. Joseph Adoration Chapel, Lower Church, 440 Saint Joseph Street, Lancaster. Prayer will be
led by catechist, Patricia Wang. For more information and questions,
call 717-396-0635 (8 a.m.-8 p.m.) All ages and abilities welcome.
An Ecumenical Inter-Religious Candlelight Service
will be held in memory of those who have died as a result
of suicide. The service is being held on Sunday December 4 at 6
p.m. at Sacred Heart Basilica, 30 Basilica Drive, Hanover. All are
welcome. Light refreshments will be served following the service. For
more information, contact Sue Poist, 717-624-2055 or smpoist@
hotmail.com.
An Advent Evening of Reflection will be presented
by Sister Geralyn Schmidt on Tuesday, December 6 at 7
p.m., at Saint Katharine Drexel Church, 1 Peter Drive, Mechanicsburg. The theme is “Contemplating Our Journey to the Manger.” Sister is the Wide Area Network Coordinator and Director of Formation
for Wives of the Diaconate Program for the Diocese of Harrisburg. A
social will follow. For more information, call Stella at 717-766-3436.
The 27th annual National Night of Prayer for Life
is a night of unity and prayer across America for life, the faith, liberty
and the family. St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will participate in the
National Night of Prayer for Life on December 8 and 9. On December
8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, an hour of grace will take
place at the church from nono-1 p.m. This hour, an offering of the
Legion of Mary, will include time for communal and private prayer.
Then, the Night of Prayer for Life will begin after the 7 p.m. Mass, and
last through through Friday December 9 at 12:15 p.m. The devotion
will include Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, the St.
Michael Prayer, and other prayers with time for silent meditation.
The Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg
invites the faithful to First Friday Devotions of Adoration
of the Most Blessed Sacrament & Intercessory Prayers to be held
on December 2 beginning with a 6:30 a.m. Holy Mass followed by
Exposition and ending with 12:30 p.m. Sacrament of Penance and
Reconciliation. For more information, contact Rosy Gonzalez at 717903-1111 or Connie Egan at 717-232-2169, ext. 222.
A mission will be held at St. Mary’s Parish, Lebanon, on Dec. 4, 5, 6 at 7 p.m. each evening. The mission is being
presented by Father Bill Garrott, OP, based in Charlottesville, VA,
where the Dominican Friars staff a parish and run the Catholic
campus ministry for the University of Virginia. The “iMercy Mission”
aims to help us enter more deeply into the love of the Trinity and
experience God’s merciful touch through the sacraments. Father Garrott is an accomplished musician, using guitar and piano to enhance
the mission experience. Each evening, the Rosary will be prayed 20
minutes prior to the mission and confessions will be heard afterward.   

Pilgrimages and Retreats

St. Joseph Church in Danville will be hosting a
Mini Youth Retreat on Saturday, December 3 from 9 a.m.– 4
p.m. with dynamic speaker Meg Hunter-Kilmer. After two degrees in
theology and five years of teaching religion, Meg felt that God was
calling her to follow him in a more literal way, so… she quit her job,
packed everything into her car, and hit the road. Since June 2012,
she has been a hobo for the kingdom, traveling the country speaking
to anyone who’ll listen about the goodness of God, Catholic apologetics, Christian morality, and the life of prayer. The retreat is free and
lunch will be provided. We will kick off the retreat with Mass at 9 a.m.
Please let us know if you will be attending so we can get a headcount
for food. Please RSVP to 570-275-2512 by Monday, November 28.
Join a Pilgrimage to Italy being sponsored by the
National Council of Catholic Women from March 28
to April 7, 2017. Individuals, couples, families, and friends are all
welcome. The trip includes: Roundtrip flights from New York JFK,
breakfast and dinner daily, admission to all sites as per itinerary, first
class hotel accommodations for 4 nights in Rome, 2 nights in Venice,
2 nights in Florence, 1 night in Assisi, Daily Mass celebrated by our
chaplain Father James Stembler, visits to Padua, Siena, Orvieto, and
more for $3,690 per person/double occupancy ($550 supplement
for single room). For complete details on this pilgrimage, please
contact: George’s International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com, or Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.

Fundraisers and Events

St. Catherine Laboure Knights of Columbus Council 12811 in Harrisburg will hold the Council’s Annual Family
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 3 at 6p.m. in Leo Hall. All
members are asked to bring an unwrapped baby item to be donated
to Morning Star Pregnancy Center. A free will donation will be taken.
Contact SK Lou Calabro 717-671-7262 or loupsu73@gmail.com for
reservations.
“Young Women of Grace, Embrace your Femininity”, a study program created by Women of Grace, for girls ages
12-17 is coming to Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg. In this
study, our Catholic Daughters will discover their purpose and mission
in the world! An Informational meeting is scheduled on Sunday,

December 11 at 2 p.m. in the former Holy Name of Jesus Church.
For further questions, contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@womenofgrace.com or Ann Marie Lapkowicz at 717-657-3665
or annmarie622@gmail.com.
St. Francis Xavier Catholic School will be holding
its Fourth Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial 10K and 5K
Run and Sufficiently Radical 1 mile walk on Saturday, December 17.
We are pleased to announce the addition of a 10K route! The 10K
and 5K race will begin at 10 a.m. and the 1-mile walk will begin at
11:30 a.m. Same day registration will be accepted beginning at 8
a.m. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged and t-shirts are guaranteed for all runners and walkers registered by Friday, December 2.
Pre-registration information can be found on the school development website, St. Francis Xavier Development Website or www.
parunners.com. The race and walk will begin and end at St. Francis
Xavier Catholic School, Xavier Center at 465 Table Rock Road,
Gettysburg. Those interested in more information or sponsorship
opportunities should call St. Francis Xavier Catholic School at 717334-4221, visit the school website at www.sfxs.org/development or
e-mail the St. Francis Xavier Development Office at kbrainard@sfxs.
org. All 10K finishers will receive a medal. This year’s 5k race will
again award prizes to the three top winners in each age category.
The overall top finishers (male and female) of the 10K and 5K will
receive pies and cash prizes. The awards will be distributed at
approximately 11:15am prior to the 11:30 one-mile walk. Registered
10K and 5K runners can join the walk at no additional charges.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Council of Catholic
Women, Williamstown, is holding a “Holiday Cheer Raffle” on
December 9. There are 5 separate prizes: A Certificate of $150 to
PA Wine & Spirits Store; $50 certificates to Broad Mountain Winery
and Benigna’s Winery and $25 certificates to Nelson’s Beer Distributors and Lykens Valley Beverage. Chances are $; call Dawn at
717-647-9124 or Joann at 717-647-2287. You need not be present
to win.
Celebrate The Immaculate Conception with other
young adults at Lancaster’s Theology on Tap event on Thursday, December 8 at St. Leo the Great Parish, 2427 Marietta Ave.,
Lancaster. The event includes 6 p.m. Mass for the Holy Day and 7
p.m. movie night showing of “Mary, The Mother of God” (Father Barron’s Catholicism Series). Complimentary drinks and light fare will
be included, please bring a friend. Theology on Tap is a Young Adult
Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
All young adults, (20’s and 30’s) single, married, Catholic or not, are
invited to attend the events. Go to www.totlancaster.com for more
information.
CRS Global Fellows are priests and deacons who
have been trained and vetted to represent Catholic Relief Services
in dioceses across the United States. They are available to deliver
homilies, give presentations and trainings at large community
events, and speak during school assemblies or during a weekend
liturgy. They will describe, firsthand, the work of CRS and provide
concrete examples of how you can help CRS end poverty around
the world. Deacon Tom Aumen of St. Joseph Parish in Hanover
is a Global Fellow with CRS. He can be reached at the parish at
717-637-5236.
Join St. Joseph Parish, Milton, for an Evening for
Women to experience God’s unconditional love, so we can share
God’s beautiful mercy with others. Dec. 3 from 6-9 p.m. at the St.
Joseph Parish Center. Enjoy a light meal with friends followed by
keynote speaker, Kelly Anne Lynch, SFO. For more information
about attending or hosting a table for friends, contact Christine
Wendt 484-529-3399 or ihspax07@gmail.com by Nov. 4. RSVP
required for this event. $5 per woman.
Bishop McDevitt High School’s 4th Annual Santa
5K Run is set for Saturday, December 10. Join us for this holiday
inspired event. All participants have the choice to run or walk a 5K
or 1 mile loop. All participants receive and race in a Santa hat and
Santa long sleeve shirt. Online registration is available at http://
www.bishopmcdevitt.org/special-events/. Adults are $35 and students are $25. After November 23, race shirts are not guaranteed.
If you are interested in seeing your name of business name on a
4-foot high Candy Cane lining the course, contact Cheri Comasco,
Director of Advancement, at 717-236-7973, ext. 2133 or ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org.
The Carlisle Area Family Life Center, Compassionate Humans Against Trafficking and the
Respect Life Ministry of Our Lady of the Visitation
Church in Shippensburg will present an awareness training
on human trafficking from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, December 3
at Our Lady of the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince St., Shippensburg. Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. Slavery is a worldwide tragedy,
affecting nearly 30 million people including hundreds of thousands
in the United States. Many of the victims are children. The Interstate
76 and 81 corridors are high traffic areas for this criminal activity,
so this training will examine how much our area is affected, how to
identify possible victims and how to help them. The training is free
but is only available to the first 50 people, so register early. Lunch
and training materials will be provided. No continuing education
credits will be available. To register or obtain more information,
call Lori at the Carlisle Area Family Life Center at 717-243-6544 or
e-mail her at carlisleaflc@embarqmail.com.

Christmas Bazaars and Events

The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Philip Parish, 2111
Millersville Pike, Millersville, will be hosting their Annual
Holiday Craft Show on Saturday, Dec. 3rd from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Various handcrafted items will be available for sale from a full house of
vendors. Baked goodies and food will also be available.
St. Rose of Lima Parish in York announces its
Christmas Festival planned for December 3 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.There will be a free breakfast with Santa Claus for children
ages 10 and under from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. Children will be treated to
a child sized portion breakfast of pancakes, French toast, sausage
and/or bacon, scrambled eggs, potatoes and choice of orange or
apple juice. Children at heart may purchase the same breakfast for
$3. After breakfast, children may participate in games, crafts, face
painting and “cupcake wars” for a nominal fee. Adults will have an
opportunity to play 15 games of Bingo for gift cards from 11 a.m. to
12:30p.m. Tickets for the 15 games is $15. Lunch of chicken corn

soup and pinwheel wrap sandwhiches will be available for $4. Coffee
and soda will also be available for purchase.The silent auction,
which will include a set of Lenox Christmas China for 12, will close at
1p.m. The judging of “cupcake wars” will start at 1:15 p.m. Prizes will
be awarded to the cupcake artists by the following age groups: 3 to
5 years old, 6 to 9 years old and ten and up.
St. Vincent de Paul’s Parish Council of Catholic
Women, Hanover, are sponsoring a Christmas Open House
Tour of the home of Ed and Mary Ellen Good, 416 Sprenkle Ave
(corner of South and Sprenkle), Hanover PA 17331. The display
of multiple Nativities and festively decorated Trees will enhance
your Christmas spirit. Yummy homemade refreshments add to the
experience and for a good will offering the gift of a white Christmas
rose is offered. Plan your visit for Sunday, Dec. 4, 11a .m.- 1 p.m.
For more info, contact St Vincent’s PCCW President, Sandra Clark
at 717-632-1461 or smclark@pa.net.
Lancaster Catholic High School presents its annual Christmas Concert on Wednesday, December 7 in Berger
Gymnasium. Join us for free admission and plenty of holiday cheer!
Join the Lancaster Catholic High School Fine &
Performing Arts Department on the morning of Saturday,
December 10 for Breakfast with Santa. This event will have a buffet
style breakfast, performances by LCHS FPA students & faculty, a
special message from Santa, fun holiday activities, and gift bags for
every child! RSVP’s are due by Friday, December 2.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church will be selling
delicious Perohi, Kielbasa & Nut Rolls for Christmas
for the next several weeks. The Homemade Nut Rolls will only be
sold on Saturday, December 10 from 9 till noon for $10. They will
feature walnut, apricot or poppy seed fillings. All sales are on a
first come first served basis. The Perohi (pierogies) and Smoked
Kielbasa will be sold on Wednesdays & Saturdays. Saturday sales
will be from 9 till noon on Dec. 3, 10, and 17. Wednesday sales will
be from 11:30 a.m. till 1 pm on Nov. 30, Dec. 7 and 14. The perohi
will be sold frozen for $6 per dozen. Fillings available will be: Potato
& Cheese, Cabbage, Sauerkraut, Farmer Cheese, Prune and Apple.
The smoked Kielbasa will be sold in rings for $6. Kielbasa sticks
will also be available. The newly remolded St. Ann Gift Shop will be
open during the sales with a wide selection of religious and cultural
merchandise. The sales will be held in the parish hall at 5408 Locust
Lane, Harrisburg. Visit www.stannbyz.org or call 717-652-0545 for
more information.
Breakfast in Bethlehem - Saturday, December 3 at
St. Benedict the Abbot, 1300 Lehman Street, Lebanon from 9
a.m.-noon. Breakfast provided by the Knights of Columbus with
a one-man dramatization of the Nativity Story presented by Father
Michael Rothan at 10 a.m. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
Council #15929. No Charge. Free will offerings accepted. Call Joe at
717-272-2028 for information.
St. Jude Thaddeus in Mifflintown: Women’s Guild
Christmas Cookie Walk & Bazaar, Saturday, December 10,
in the church social hall from 9 a.m. to noon (or while supply lasts).
Purchase an empty container for $10 and fill it with your choice from
a wide variety of homemade Christmas cookies. Sale features a
selection of lovely, handmade crafts and needlework, homemade
candies, and a White Elephant table with assorted Christmas items.
Doors open at 8 A.M. Come early and join us for free coffee. St.
Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church is located at 3819 William Penn
Hwy. (Old Route 22) across the street from Tuscarora Junior High
School. For directions or more information, contact Kathie Graham
at 717-463-3480.
Immaculate Conception Parish’s annual Winter
Fest Holiday Bazaar will take place on Saturday, December
3, at the New Oxford Social Club Pavilion, 200 W Golden Lane, New
Oxford from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Shop over 35 vendors, including Avon,
Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, Scentsy, Tastefully Simple, ThirtyOne,
Tupperware and a variety of homemade and hand-crafted wood and
home décor items. You’ll find the perfect gift for friends and family.
Come early to get your Christmas cookies from the famous Cookie
Walk. Contact the school for additional information at 717-624-2061.

Job Opportunities

St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is currently seeking to fill a part-time Communication Coordinator/
Administrative Assistant position in the Parish Office.
Please contact the St. Anne Parish Office at 717-392-2225 for a
job description and job responsibilities or visit the parish website
at www.stannechurch.org. All interested applicants can send their
resume to Father Tri M. Luong, Pastor, St. Anne Church, 929 North
Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 or email to StAnneParishLancaster@
hbgdiocese.org.
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster is seeking
a full time Coordinator of Youth Ministry. Candidates
should possess an undergraduate degree in one of the following:
education, psychology, social work; general youth work, theology,
catechetics, or have comparable experience in Youth Ministry. Be a
practicing and evidential Catholic with knowledge of faith formation
for Catholic youth. Each candidate will need to undergo Diocesan
and State clearances. Be certified or willing to work towards certification in Youth Ministry. Resume and cover letter can be mailed to
Church address or emailed to the attention of Tom Conner, Parish
Manager at tconner@sjnlancaster.org.
St. Anne Parish, Lancaster, is seeking a Keyboardist/Pianist to accompany Cantors at weekend Masses,
holy day Masses, and other liturgical celebrations as needed. This is
a part-time paid position and will require Diocesan Youth Protection
Clearances. Any interested individuals who are blessed with musical
talent and can play an electronic keyboard/piano, please email the
Director of Music, Ric Iannone, at rian88@comcast.net or contact
the St. Anne Parish Office at 717-392-2225; email at: StAnneParishLancaster@hbgdiocese.org For a job description and details, visit
the St. Anne Church website: www.stannechurch.org.
Looking for a Parish Secretary for part-time work
4 days a week. This position requires a mature, detail-oriented
individual with exceptional organizational and interpersonal
skills. Must be able to work independently. This person should possess an overall knowledge of general office procedures and excellent spelling and grammatical skills. This person should be proficient
in Microsoft applications, especially Word, Excel, Publisher and
Outlook. Knowledge of the sacraments a plus and prior secretarial
experience a must. Please send applications to: Secretary Application c/o Holy Spirit, 245 West Pine Street, Palmyra, PA 17078.
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Catholics’ Postelection To-Do List:
Work for Unity, Healing
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
All the distrust, vitriol and rancor
stirred up during the 2016 presidential election campaign did not go away
when votes were tallied.
The Nov. 8 election’s outcome, for
many, only added more layers of frustration, anger and fear, prompting dozens of protests across the country.
Political leaders, including Hillary Clinton, President-elect Donald
Trump and President Barack Obama,
acknowledged the disunity and urged
people after the election to try to work
together.
Catholic leaders have been making
similar pleas, not only for the nation,
but also recognizing the division that
exists among the Church’s own members who split their vote – 45 percent
for Clinton and 52 percent for Trump.
Four days before the election, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, CEO of
the Knights of Columbus, told a Catholic group in Arlington, Virginia, that
regardless of the election’s outcome,
“our country will remain deeply divided and those divisions are, to a very
real extent, also reflected within our
own Catholic faith community.”
The question before Catholics, he
said, is whether we will be “a source
of unity and reconciliation, or whether
we will be a cause of further division.”
That view also was expressed in a
Nov. 9 editorial in the National Catholic Reporter newspaper describing the
political climate as a “profound moment in our nation’s history and in
our church’s history. ... The question

Prayer After an Election
God of all nations,
Father of the human family,
we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise
and the many blessings of democracy we enjoy
in these United States of America.
We ask for your protection and guidance
for all who devote themselves to the common good,
working for justice and peace at home and around the world.
We lift up all our duly elected leaders and public servants,
those who will serve us as president, as legislators and judges,
those in the military and law enforcement.
Heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord,
with a common purpose, dedication, and commitment
to achieve liberty and justice
in the years ahead for all people,
and especially those who are most vulnerable in our midst. Amen.
Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, revised edition (Washington, DC:
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2007). The “Prayer After an
Election” by Cardinal Adam Maida, Archbishop of Detroit, is used with permission.

now is whether we have the courage
and leadership to confront these hurts,
work for justice and begin the healing
process.”
Putting it even more succinctly was
an Election Day tweet by Cardinaldesignate Joseph W. Tobin of Indianapolis: “Whatever happens at the
polls, God will reign. Our work begins
tomorrow, building bridges and healing wounds.”
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, and out-going presi-

dent of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, said: “Every election brings
a new beginning. Some may wonder
whether the country can reconcile,
work together and fulfill the promise
of a more perfect union. Through the
hope Christ offers, I believe God will
give us the strength to heal and unite.”

Dehegewanus
Continued from 10

Jemison. If you drive Route 30 West
out of Gettysburg, you will see signs
telling you that you are entering
the “Valley of the White Squaw,”
so dubbed to honor the young girl
abducted nearly 275 years ago in
what was then the American frontier.
And heading west out of Gettysburg,
if you turn right onto Route 234,
then onto Buchanan Valley Road and
head north three miles, you will find
nestled in the woods a charming Saint
Ignatius Church. As you enter the
parking lot, a statue to Mary Jemison greets you, resting upon a stone
pedestal crafted out of rock gathered
from the original Jemison house.
After the French and Indian War,
Jesuit missionaries established the
“Old Jesuit Mission of Buchanan
Valley” or “The Mountain Church,”
as the priests fondly called it. In
1816, the cornerstone was laid and
the first Mass was celebrated in the
church on October 17, 1817. The
Jesuits dutifully tended to the faith
community there until the Civil War.
When the Diocese of Harrisburg
was established on March 3, 1868,
by Pope Pius IX, the mission church
came under the new Episcopal See of
Pennsylvania’s capital city. Through
the years until 1911, the mission
was served by diocesan priests from
Chambersburg and Gettysburg until
Bishop John Shanahan – the third
Bishop of Harrisburg – established
the old Jesuit mission as a parish.
People of Buchanan Valley share a
uniquely rich history that spans from
present to well before this country
was even born.

Days before the election, Jesuit Father Jim Martin, author and editor at
large at America, a weekly magazine
published by the Jesuits, said after the
election Catholics might want to say
the “Prayer for Christian Unity,” which
is meant for interfaith unity but has an
apt message at a time when many “will
feel excluded and unwelcome.”
It turns out the Catholic “Prayer for
After an Election” also highlights unity, asking God to “heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord, with a
common purpose, dedication and commitment to achieve liberty and justice
in the years ahead.”
The very notion of unity after a more
contentious presidential campaign
than most can remember might seem
far-fetched but some Catholics stress it
should at least start at the parish level.
Sherry Weddell, co-founder of the
Catherine of Siena Institute, a group
based in Colorado Springs, Colorado,
dedicated to strengthening parishes
and lay Catholics, said the big post
election question is: “How can we help
rebuild our relationships with one another now that the shouting is over?”
For Catholics, she said the answer is
found in embracing the Church’s mission in outreach to others. “Being apostles together slowly builds remarkably
strong bridges of trust and hope over
the divides that separate us,” she said,
adding that doing this “can actually
heal and transform us as well.”

Writer’s Note:
As is often the case with history
dating back two centuries, there is
a paucity of primary and secondary
historical sources to mine. That’s the
case with Mary Jemison, although,
when she was 80 years old, she did
give an account of her life to James
Seaver, who penned: A Narrative of
the Life of Mrs. Mary Jemison, which
was first published in 1824. This account, though primary sourced, seems
also to include the author’s flair to
add some spice to the mix. Rayna
Gangi’s, Mary Jemison: The White
Woman of the Seneca, published in
1996, is historical fiction that takes
great liberty as fiction has the rightful
place to do. Indian Captive by Lois
Lenski is written for young readers,
and it too is a fictional account, which
to this writer seems a great place to
start for young people interested in
the story. The True Story of Mary
Jemison written by Isabel Ayrault and
published by the Rochester Historical
Society in 1929 seems to lean quite
heavily on Seaver’s nearly 200-yearold narrative. In addition, a charming
book entitled: The Spirit of Gettysburg written by Greek immigrant
N.A. Meligakes in 1950 contains a
concise, yet worthy account of the
Jemison story. This writer found this
account quite useful. Finally, if you
visit Letchworth State Park just north
of Houghton College in western New
York, you not only are fortunate to
see a spectacular gorge waterfall, you
also will see a striking bronze statue
of Mary in the town of Castile, New
York, where she lived more than 60
years of her incredible life, which
began aboard a tossing boat in the
Atlantic Ocean 275 years ago.
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’Rocks Roll
to Their
Third Straight
State Soccer
Championship

The ‘Rocks
celebrate their
third straight
PIAA state
championship
in Hershey.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Using the “D-word” in sports is lofty praise
seldom given to programs. But after the Trinity
Shamrocks captured their third straight PIAA
state Class AA championship at Hersheypark Stadium against Erie’s Mercyhurst Prep on a balmy
Nov. 19, it’s more than fair to call the remarkable
success they have accomplished with determined
work a dynasty.
With methodical ball movement, speed and
mid-field aggressiveness, the Shamrocks scored
four goals in the first 50 minutes of play to bury
the Lakers. It’s not that the Lakers did not come
out fast, knocking a ball off the post in the opening minutes and almost scoring on the ensuing
corner, but soon after Trinity began its patented
attack of driving the ball wide and deep, looking to cross. The field eventually opens, and that’s
when the Shamrocks put balls on net.

Shamrock Ana
Dominguez goes after a
goal kick in a swarm of
Mercyhurst players.

Above: Trinity’s striker Theresa Durle relentlessly chases down a ball. The senior played in a state
championship game all four years of her career.
Right: Freshman Mayleigh Perkins battles a Laker defender for a header.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

When Sydney Demyan perfectly nailed a 35yard free kick top shelf corner over a stunned
Laker goalie to make it 4-0, the District 10 representative had too steep of a hill to climb. Given
they had played three straight 1-0 overtime games
to reach the final, the Lakers were not going to
crack Trinity’s solid defensive back line that closes quickly when there’s any space open to strike.
And what makes this win seemingly all the
more impressive is that this year’s run, though
surely paced by senior leadership, was equally
due to the play of several freshmen, including
goalie Jennifer Wilson, who played with poise
and skill for the ’Rocks since their starting goalie
Molly Krzywicki suffered a concussion in an earlier round of the state playoffs.
The fact that Trinity is reloading talent even as
they win state gold is bad news for other quality soccer programs in Pennsylvania – that’s why
the D-word seems to fit this program today and
tomorrow.
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York Catholic Wins District Football
Title in Resounding Fashion
Head Coach Eric Dupew
celebrates York Catholic’s
first District 3 football
championship in 35 years
with his jubilant players.
CHRIS HEISEY,
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
When the Newport Buffaloes drove the football field
in less than two minutes to score on the opening drive
in the District 3 2A championship game at Bud Ecker
Field in Boiling Springs on a crisp, November 12, the
York Catholic Fighting Irish faithful had to have a queasy feeling settle in their stomachs. After all, the Irish
had lost three straight District 3 finals, so the nervous
feeling was understandable, but really not necessary.
Never could the Buffaloes stop the potent Fighting
Irish offense, coughing up 51 points on 572 total yards
of offense. Jakkar Kinard, York Catholic’s superb tailback, had 239 yards, breaking off several runs of 50plus yards, and quarterback Dan Yokemick had nearly
300 yards rushing, including a 91-yard third quarter
jaunt that put a nail in Newport’s coffin. The senior
backfield is savvy and big game tested, and behind an
offense that didn’t lose the line of scrimmage all game,
the Buffaloes could not score enough to stay with the
Irish.
It’s not that York Catholic was all offense. The de-

fense, against a talented, multi-look set offense, adjusted after giving up 117 first half yards to Newport’s Eli
Goodling. And when Newport went to the air, the Irish
secondary picked off five balls that doused any comeback spark.
The championship marks the school’s first district
gold since 1982, and after three runner-up finishes, the
celebration was earnest and jubilant. “I could tell this
summer that these kids wanted to get this done,” head
coach Eric Dupew said afterwards. “They really wanted
this, and they worked hard to get here, and I just love
these guys…. We have been running this race for a long
time and to finally come up with it, we are going to
enjoy this one.”
In the state PIAA opening round game against District 2 powerhouse Dunmore played at Harmen-Geist
Memorial Field, Hazelton, on Nov. 18, the Fighting
Irish turned the ball over four times, losing 48-35 to a
team that has been coached by Jack Henze for 50 years.
The Bucks (13-0) trailed York Catholic 19-7 early, but
Offensive lineman Matt Knauer blows off some steam a couple of fumbles late in the second quarter turned
after helpling pave the way for one of the Fighting Irish’s the momentum. The Fighting Irish finished their super
season at 10-2.
eight touchdowns.

Wideout Brenden
Kennedy stretches
for the extra yard.
Left: York Catholic’s
Jakkar Kinard
is targeted by a
Newport defender.

