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God’s
Blessings

Thus do you
prepare the earth:
you drench plowed furrows,
and level their ridges.
With showers you
keep the ground soft,
blessing its young sprouts.
You adorn the year
with your bounty;
your paths drip
with fruitful rain.
The untilled
meadows also drip;
the hills are robed with joy.
The pastures are
clothed with flocks,
the valleys blanketed
with grain;
they cheer and sing for joy.
(Psalm 65:10-14)
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Deacon Beighley
Remembered
for Care He Gave
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Deacon Ross W. Beighley, who
served as a deacon in the Diocese
of Harrisburg for nearly 30 years,
died Nov. 12 in his home in Columbia. He was 73.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
Nov. 16 at St. Philip the Apostle
Church in Millersville. Burial was
in St. Joseph Cemetery, Bausman.
In his years of service to the
Church, Deacon Beighley served
at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Quarryville and at St. Philip the
Apostle Parish in Millersville. He
prepared couples for weddings,
presided at countless weddings
and baptisms, and ministered to
hospital patients.
Father Mark Weiss, pastor of St.
Philip’s, said that Deacon Beighley was a living example of St.
Joseph.
“He was a good husband, a good
father, a good servant to our parish
community, and a good servant to
the local community. He always
had his nose to the grindstone to
get work done and to provide for
others,” he said.
Deacon Beighley was stricken
with cancer, a disease he had successfully battled some 25 years

Deacon Ross W. Beighley

ago. He had considered the past 25
years to be a gift from God, Father
Weiss said.
The priest, who served St. Philip’s Parish with Deacon Beighley
for several years, recalls him as a
“very good and unassuming man.”
“He was really loved by the people and he had a big heart,” he said.
“He took care of a lot of people,”
including young couples and hospital patients. He and his wife Louise, who were active in the Marriage Encounter program, helped
to start the Retrouvaille program
in the diocese, which helps couples
rebuild their marriages.
More DEACON BEIGHLEY, page 11
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World and National News
Archbishop Says U.S. Church Must
‘Redouble’ Efforts on Marriage Issue
By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service
Just shy of a week after laws permitting same-sex marriage passed in three
states and voters in a fourth rejected an
amendment to define marriage as a union
of one man and one woman, San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone
said, “Tuesday was a disappointing day
for marriage.”
The chairman of the Subcommittee for
the Promotion and Defense of Marriage
told the U.S. bishops Nov. 12 at their annual fall general assembly in Baltimore
that traditional marriage also faces probable challenges on the judicial front.
Voters in Maine, Washington state
and Maryland approved ballot measures
legalizing same-sex marriage Nov. 6,
while Minnesota voters rejected a state
constitutional amendment to uphold the
traditional definition of marriage, opening the door for the Legislature and the
courts to consider legalizing same-sex
marriage there. Maine’s referendum to
authorize same-sex marriage reversed a
2009 referendum that banned such marriages.
The election results are “a symptom
of a much larger problem,” basically
that “people don’t understand what marriage is,” Archbishop Cordileone said at
a news conference following the session
where he presented his report.
In delivering his report, he praised the
work of the bishops in those four states to
defend the traditional definition of marriage, drawing applause from the bishops
in the assembly meeting room.
“In all these states where we did not
succeed, we were outspent,” he said. In
Washington, for example, supporters of
the legalization measure outspent opponents by 12 to 1, said the archbishop.
Reporting on the work of his subcommittee, Archbishop Cordileone also talked about the progress of the catechetical
efforts on the theological and natural law
basis of Catholic teaching that marriage
is between one man and one woman for
the purpose of developing a family.
The website “Marriage: Unique for a
Reason” – www.marriageuniqueforareason.org – is regularly updated with blog
posts and new information, he reported.
The newest in a series of videos intended
to explain Church teaching will soon be
ready. The first in the series to be produced in Spanish with themes directed
at Latinos, “El matrimonio, hecho para
el amor y la vida,”” (“Marriage, made
for love and life”) is in the final stages of
production, he said.
Some clips of that video shown during the meeting tell a family story, of an
unmarried couple spending the weekend
with the young man’s grandparents as
they celebrate 50 years of marriage.
Archbishop Cordileone noted that the
U.S. Supreme Court is thought likely to
take up one of several cases challenging the constitutionality of the federal
Defense of Marriage Act, passed with
bipartisan support and signed into law
by President Bill Clinton in 1996. It defines marriage as “a legal union between
one man and one woman as husband and
wife.”
The Obama administration has stopped
defending the law in court and several
federal courts have found its definition
unconstitutional.
Those cases or any of several other
pending cases related to marriage could
redefine marriage throughout the country, he said, warning they could have implications for religious liberty “in serious
and unforeseen ways.”
A ruling that redefines marriage nationwide would be “the Roe decision for

marriage,” he said, in a reference to
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling that legalized abortion virtually on demand
in every state.
But Archbishop Cordileone offered
words of encouragement, saying, “This
work is not in vain.” He noted that
the same-sex marriages measures approved by voters in those states where
the issue was on the ballot passed by a
small margin.
“This is not a time to give up, but
rather a time to redouble our efforts,”
he said.

Bishops Approve Exhortation
Encouraging Greater Use of Penance
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
The U.S. bishops Nov. 13 overwhelmingly approved an exhortation encouraging Catholics to take advantage of the
sacrament of penance, also known as
reconciliation.
The vote, which required approval of
two-thirds of the bishops, was 236-1.
The text was prepared by the bishops’ Committee on Evangelization and
Catechesis, chaired by Bishop David L.
Ricken of Green Bay, Wis.

CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

This is the logo for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ strategic plan
for the next four years titled “Journey with Christ: Faith/Worship/Witness.”
The plan reaffirms the USCCB’s mission and structure, focuses on the bishops’ priority issues and reiterates the collaborative work necessary across the
conference to build the community of faith.

Granting of the Plenary
Indulgence for the Year of Faith
For the Year of Faith, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, according to the prescriptions
of the Apostolic Penitentiary in Rome, has named these churches and shrines in the
Diocese of Harrisburg as pilgrim sites to which the plenary indulgence for the Year
of Faith may be applied:
• Cathedral of Saint Patrick, Harrisburg
• Sacred Heart Basilica, Conewago
• Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Danville
• Historic Saint Mary’s, Lancaster
• Shrine of the Miraculous Medal at Saint Catherine Laboure, Harrisburg
• Mother Pauline Center, Kulpmont
In accordance with the direction of the Apostolic
Penitentiary, Bishop McFadden has declared the following Solemnities and Feast Days as days on which
the faithful throughout the Diocese may obtain the
plenary indulgence for the Year of Faith. The plenary
indulgence is obtained on these days when the faithful attend the solemn celebration of the Holy Eucharist
or the solemn celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours,
having first made sacramental confession, are freed
from the attachment to sin, prayed for the intentions
of the Holy Father and made a profession of faith according to the ordinary form of the Profession of Faith:
• Immaculate Conception (December 8, 2012)
• Nativity of the Lord (December 25, 2012)
• Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (January 1, 2013)
• Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul (January 25, 2013)
• Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter (February 22, 2013)
• Sundays of Lent 2013
• Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (March 24, 2013)
• Celebration of the Chrism Mass (March 25, 2013)
• Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper (March 28, 2013)
• Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection (March 31, 2013)
• Divine Mercy Sunday (April 7, 2013)
• Annunciation of the BVM (April 8, 2013)
• Pentecost (May 19, 2013)
• Solemnity of the Holy Trinity (May 26, 2013)
• Solemnity of the Body and Blood of the Lord (June 2, 2013)
• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15, 2013)
• Solemnity of All Saints (November 1, 2013)
• Solemnity of Christ the King (November 24, 2013)

The exhortation quotes from the Gospel of John after Jesus arose and told
the Apostles: “Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven
them.”
In so doing, the exhortation says, Jesus was “proclaiming that all the suffering he had just endured was in order to
make available the gifts of salvation and
forgiveness.”
It adds, “In the sacrament of penance
and reconciliation, we meet the Lord,
who wants to grant forgiveness and the
grace to live a renewed life in him. In this
sacrament, he prepares us to receive him
with a lively faith, earnest hope, and sacrificial love in the Eucharist. By the grace
of the Holy Spirit, we repent, let go of
any pattern of sin, grow in the life of virtue and witness to a joyful conversion.”
Bishop Ricken, in remarks Nov. 12,
said the document was prepared so that it
“might assist in the conversion of hearts
for Jesus Christ, which is at the heart of
evangelization.”
He added the exhortation is “rooted
in the teachings” of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. The brevity of this
statement is intended to foster a wide
dissemination in parish bulletins, diocesan publications and social media. In
response to a question, Bishop Ricken
said the document, if approved, would be
published as a pamphlet.
The exhortation tries to ease the fears
of Catholics who have not gone to confession for some time.
“We bishops and priests are eager to
help you if you experience difficulty,
hesitation, or uncertainty about approaching the Lord in this sacrament,”
it says. “If you have not received this
healing sacrament in a long time, we are
ready to welcome you. We, whom Christ
has ordained to minister this forgiveness
in his name, are also approaching this
sacrament, as both penitents and ministers, during Lent. We want to offer ourselves to you as forgiven sinners seeking
to serve in the Lord’s name.”
The exhortation reminds Catholics that
“Pope Benedict XVI has said, ‘The new
evangelization ... begins in the confessional!’”
One change in the text of the exhortation as proposed will be the inclusion of a
reminder to Catholics – still to be written
– that they are obliged to go to confession at least once a year.
Archbishop Michael J. Sheehan of
Santa Fe, N.M., complained that such
language did not appear in the exhortation and that a bid to include it had been
rejected by the committee.
Without such language, “it becomes
a bit of a vague statement,” Archbishop
Sheehan said. “Catholics shouldn’t have
to go to the website to find out such basic
things about our Catholic faith.”
Bishop Ricken replied it was the committee’s intent to make the exhortation
“invitational” in nature. “We didn’t want
it to be seen as ‘You’re invited, but you
have to come.’” But, with the objection
raised by Archbishop Sheehan and other
bishops, he said he would take the exhortation back to the committee to find
a way to incorporate details of the once
-a-year requirement into it.
The exhortation would be made public
in time to allow for dioceses to prepare
for Lent 2013 and to offer the sacrament
at times that are “convenient and plentiful,” according to a background document on the exhortation.
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Local Church News
Diocese of Harrisburg Seeks
Full-Time Chief Development Officer
This is a new position reporting to the CEO of HCAS and working closely
with the Bishop. The Chief Development Officer (CDO) is responsible for
leading the dedicated fundraising efforts which will support the operations
and ministry programs of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
As the chief fundraising professional the CDO will be responsible for:
Providing the overall strategic direction for the Development efforts of the
Diocese. This includes working closely with its parishes, schools and agencies to ensure that potential donors are aligned with programs and to both
gather information and provide feedback on the interests of potential donors
in support of new programs.
The creation and maintenance of a diocesan research and database management system, ensuring that its potential is utilized in all fundraising efforts,
and that the systems and activities are integrated and coordinated throughout
the diocese.
Keeping the diocese’s fundraising efforts current, relevant and engaging to
donors and benefactors. Proactively identifying and assessing new prospects
as potential donors.
Developing a donor prospect pipeline. Creating, managing, and advancing
effective relationships with assigned prospects toward the goal of appropriate
solicitation.
Setting and achieving annual fundraising targets; ensuring that the internal
and external resources required for success are in place and fully utilized and
developing the use of online fundraising.
Providing the foundation for long-term, ongoing, and expected growth in
the development efforts.
Maintaining a monthly level of actual or facilitated appointments or significant prospect moves.
Planning and coordinating various fundraising events throughout the Diocese
The ideal candidate will have experience as a senior member or leader of a
development department within a private college or university, health foundation, social service agency, church/faith based organization. A substantial
amount of out of office travel may be incurred with this position.
Other requirements:
• Capacity to engender confidence and trust internally and externally.
• Strength in interpersonal skills including excellent listening skills, empathy and the ability to assess and operate within a large organizational with an
established culture.
• Demonstrated competency in all areas of fundraising and success in implementing comprehensive fundraising programs with measurable results.
• Strong planning and analytical skills.
• Demonstrated ability to lead and motivate a fundraising team.
• Competency with research systems or software products used in prospect
cultivation, ideally with knowledge of online fundraising.
• Ability to forge strong working relationships with key staff and volunteers.
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills.
• An ability to create strong, personal relationships with potential major
donors.
Resumes should be submitted to:
Employment@hbgdiocese.org
Or mailed to:
Janet Jackson
Director of Human Resources
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

November 24 – Solemn Profession, Carmel of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, Elysburg, 10 a.m.
November 25 – Mass and Visit, Dominican Sisters of the
Perpetual Rosary, Lancaster, 10 a.m.
November 27 – Solemn Closing of Forty Hours, Immaculate
Conception Church, New Oxford, 7 p.m.
November 28 – Blessing of Morning Star Offices, Harrisburg,
10 a.m.
November 29 – Sacrament of Reconciliation, St. Margaret
Mary School, Harrisburg, 1 p.m.
December 2 – Mass and Blessing of New Community
Center, Saint Joseph Parish, Bonneauville, 10:30 a.m.; Advent
Spirit Conference and Dinner for Deacons, Cardinal Keeler
Center, Harrisburg, 2:30 p.m.
December 3 – Administrative Board Meeting, Diocesan
Center, Harrisburg,10 a.m.
December 4 – Tree Lighting Ceremony, Harrisburg State
Capitol Building, 5 p.m.; Solemn Closing of Forty Hours, Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
December 5 – Presbyteral Council/College of Consultors
Meeting, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Preach at Mater
Dei Community Mass, Saint Lawrence Chapel, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
December 8 – Pennsylvania Society Dinner, New York City.

Principal Opportunity for 2012-2013
Holy Family School, Berwick (K-5)
www.holyfamilyschoolberwick.org
Minimum Qualifications:
Practicing, knowledgeable Catholic
Thorough understanding of Catholic School Philosophy
Commitment to modeling the values of Catholic Educational Leadership
PA Administrators Certificate (or in process)
Catechetical Certification (or in process)
5 years of teaching experience
Preferred Qualifications
(in addition to the minimum qualifications listed above):
3 years of Administrative experience
Catechetical Certification (or in process)
Master’s Degree in Educational Administration
Desirable Leadership Characteristics:
Experience at marketing, recruitment, and fiscal management
Collaborative leadership style with good interpersonal and team-building skills
Oral and written communication and motivational skills
Experience in instructional leadership. Curriculum development, teacher supervision,
and effective instruction
Knowledge and application of instructional technology
Ability to effectively represent the school and the Church
Send resume and letter of interest to:
Livia Riley
Superintendent of Schools
Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
(717) 657-4804 ext. 222
Email: lriley@hbgdiocese.org

Retirement Fund for Religious
Collection December 8-9
The 25th annual collection for the Retirement
Fund for Religious will
be taken up Dec. 8-9 in
the Diocese of Harrisburg.
The parish-based appeal
is coordinated by the National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) in
Washington, D.C., and ofPlease give to
fers financial support for
those who have
the day-to-day care of over
given a lifetime.
34,000 senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests.
Last year, the Diocese
of Harrisburg contributed
$56,275.42 to this collection. In 2012, the Sisters of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius
received financial assistance made possible by the
To donate:
national appeal. AdditionNational Religious Retirement Office
ally, the Diocese of Harris3211 Fourth Street NE
burg, in conjunction with
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make your check payable to
the Archdiocese of PhilaRetirement Fund for Religious.
delphia and the Diocese of
Allentown, also distributes
Or give at your local parish.
funding to local religious
www.retiredreligious.org
communities to support retirement needs.
The collection was initi8/22/12 2:59 PM
ated in 1988 by Catholic rfr12_4x5_ad_b&w.indd
bishops of the1United States. Proceeds are distributed to eligible
religious communities to help underwrite retirement and health-care expenses. Nearly 95
percent of donations directly support senior religious and their communities.
Contributions to the 2011 appeal totaled $27.4 million and enabled the NRRO to distribute $23 million in financial assistance to 453 religious communities. Additionally,
nearly $2.9 million was disbursed to assist religious communities with the greatest needs
and to support ongoing education in retirement and elder-care delivery.
Since the collection began, Catholics in the United States have donated over $671 million to support senior religious.
“Words cannot express our gratitude,” said NRRO Executive Director and Precious
Blood Sister Janice Bader. “We are humbled by the generous and prayerful support that so
many people share with our elder religious each year.”
Despite the unparalleled generosity to the collection, religious communities continue
to face significant challenges in meeting the high costs of care. Last year’s distributions
amounted to approximately $907 per eligible religious. Yet the average annual cost of care
for a senior religious stands at $37,200 per person, while skilled care can exceed $56,000.
In 2011 alone, the total cost of care for women and men religious was over $1.1 billion.
Religious communities are financially autonomous and thus responsible for the care
and support of their elder members. Traditionally, senior religious worked for small stipends, and any surplus income was often reinvested in community ministries. As a result,
many religious communities now lack adequate savings for retirement and elder care.
Annual distributions from the Retirement Fund for Religious offer religious communities
supplemental retirement funding and help to furnish various necessities, such as prescription medications and nursing care.
“Our goal is to help religious communities develop retirement strategies that will enable
them to care for their senior members today and in the years to come,” said Sister Janice.
For more information, visit www.retiredreligious.org.

Share in
the Care

Retirement Fund
for Religious
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Catholic Commentary

New Website
Connects Mother,
Families with
Adoption Agencies
By Joelle Shea
Special to The Witness

To mark National Adoption Month, the Catholic social service agencies across Pennsylvania launched www.adoptionpa.
org, a website that connects mothers and families with a Catholic adoption agency in their area and also offers encouragement
and support to those who experience unintended pregnancies.
Kelly Bolton, the Program Director for Adoption Services
and Foster Care for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, said, “A statewide website that features each Catholic
diocesan adoption program allows birth parents to have a onestop shop for assistance. We are here to assist birth mothers
considering adoption as a pro-life alternative to parenting. As
always, we will coordinate services for any pregnant woman
regardless of where she lives in the state – there is a Catholic
agency nearby and ready to help.”
By visiting www.adoptionpa.org and clicking “Find Help
Near You,” the website user can enter his or her zip code and
be directed to the nearest Catholic social service agency. A
phone number, email, driving directions and website link are
provided for each facility.
“Recent legislative changes have made open adoption a reality in Pennsylvania, and the website will help connect birth
parents with our comprehensive services. Catholics can share
this website address with their parish, friends and family. We
do not want to be a ‘hidden treasure,’ we want the community
to know that we are here to help, and this website will assist
us,” Bolton said.
The website is intended to serve as an initial point of contact
with pregnant women and their families and friends, says Father Sean Code, the moderator of the Social Concerns Department of the PA Catholic Conference. The department, made up
of directors of Catholic Social Service agencies in Pennsylvania, oversaw the project.
“This new website acts as a portal to direct women and their
families, especially those who may not be familiar with Catholic charities, to the help nearest to them. We hope this website
enhances our other outreach efforts and invites more women
to consider adoption through our agencies,” said Father Code.
The homepage of the www.adoptionpa.org website states
“Deciding the best option for you and your unborn or newborn
child is difficult. We’re here to help you get the answers you
need about adoption and the support to help you make the best
decision.”
Visit www.adoptionpa.org for more information.
(Joelle Shea is the Director of Outreach for the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference – the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.)

Issues Forum:

The Church: A Source
of Hope and Freedom
By Kimberly Baker
Special to The Witness

We are living in a very special time
for the Church. We have just begun The
Year of Faith, proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI to be observed throughout the
world from October 11, 2012 to November 24, 2013. The Year of Faith is a great
opportunity to reexamine and appreciate anew the value and beauty of the
Church’s teachings and to strengthen our
commitment to living out our Catholic
faith. In January 2012, the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
issued some recommendations to help
Catholics in living this time of grace. A
few of the recommendations are especially encouraging for pro-life witness.
One recommendation emphasizes a devotion to Mary, a model of virtue. We
see Mary as a model of true womanhood
and an example of fidelity and trust in
God. She has special significance in prolife efforts, because she herself carried
the unborn Jesus in her womb and she
is a comforting representative of God’s
gentleness and mercy. Mary always lifts
us higher and points to Christ. Her greatness lies in her humility, and her radiant
reflection of God’s love to the world.
A second recommendation calls for
renewed study of the documents of the
Second Vatican Council and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Two of
the most uplifting concepts expressed
at the Second Vatican Council are the
Church’s openness to the world, and its
sincere concern for the authentic development of the person. This is beautifully
expressed in the Council’s document
Gaudium et Spes: “[T]he Church knows
that her message is in harmony with the
most secret desires of the human heart
when she champions the dignity of the
human vocation…. Far from diminishing man, her message brings to his development light, life and freedom” (no.
21). The Church’s teaching that each
person is made in the image and likeness of God and has incredible dignity
and worth is at the heart of the pro-life

message, and it is a very motivating and
freeing realization.
A third recommendation encourages
Catholics to share their faith with others in an open and joyful manner, leading others to Christ through personal
example. The secular, competitive, utilitarian perspective present in our society
narrowly defines the worth of a person
by what he or she can contribute or accomplish. In sharp contrast, the Catholic perspective offers a refreshing view
of the person that is especially visible in
pro-life efforts.
In pro-life work, the focus on the sacredness of the person and the dignity of
each individual is emphasized constantly
for both the mother and her unborn child,
for the elderly, ill and disabled, for the
weaker and more vulnerable members of
society, and for every single human being. Pro-life witness is an important part
of sharing the faith because it gives hope
to many who would otherwise feel dismissed, disregarded and unloved. Each
of us can be an instrument of God’s love
to others, wherever we are.
In his October 2011 Motu Proprio letter to help Catholics spiritually prepare
for the special time of grace that is The
Year of Faith, Pope Benedict says: “Faith
grows when it is lived as an experience
of love received and when it is communicated as an experience of grace and
joy” (no. 7). If we take the time to delve
into the riches of our faith and discover
more profoundly the hope and beauty
the Church offers us, it will inspire our
pro-life efforts and strengthen our testimony to the rest of the world.
For more information on the Year of
Faith, visit the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org, or the
U.S. Bishops’ Web site, www.usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/
new-evangelization/year-of-faith.
(Kimberly Baker is a staff assistant
for the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
For more information on the bishops’
pro-life activities, please visit www.usccb.org/prolife.)
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Catholic Culture

WYD: A Dream
from the
Heart of God
From www.rio2013.com
Special to The Witness
It all started with a meeting hosted by Pope John Paul II in 1984. It
was an encounter of love, dreamed of by God and embraced by the
youth. Voices that needed to be heard and a heart ready to receive
them.
The World Youth Day (WYD) as it was named in 1985 continues to
show the world the witness of a living and renewing faith, transforming the face of Christ in every young person.
They are the young, the protagonists of this great gathering of faith,
hope and unity. WYD’s main objective is to make known to all youth
in the world the message of Christ, but it is also true that, through
them, the ‘face’ Young Christ is also shown to the world.
The World Youth Day, held annually in the dioceses of the world,
provides every 2 or 3 years an international meeting of young people
with the pope, which lasts about a week. The latest edition of the
International Youth Day was held in August 2011, in Madrid, Spain,
and brought together more than 190 countries.
The XXVIII World Youth Day will be held from July 23-28, 2013,
in the city of Rio de Janeiro and has as its motto “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28, 19).
WYD has its origin in large meetings with the youth celebrated by
Pope John Paul II in Rome. The international youth meeting on the
occasion of the Holy Year of Redemption came in 1984, in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. It was there that the Pope gave the WYD
Cross, which became one of the main symbols of WYD.
The following year, 1985, was declared International Youth Year by
the United Nations. In March there was another international meeting
of the youths in the Vatican and the same year the pope announced
the institution of World Youth Day.
The first was diocesan WYD in Rome in 1986. This was followed
by meetings worldwide: in Buenos Aires (Argentina - 1987), with the
participation of 1 million youth; in Santiago de Compostela, Spain,
in 1989 with 600 000 thousand; Czestochowa, Poland, in 1991 with
1.5 million youth; in Denver in 1993 with 500 000 thousand; Manila,
Philippines, in 1995 with 4 million; in Paris in 1997 with 1 million;
in Rome in 2000 with 2 million; in Toronto in 2002 with 800,000
thousand; in Cologne, Germany, in 2005 with 1 million; in Sydney,
Australia, in 2008 with 500,000 thousand and in Madrid, Spain, in
2011 with 2 million.
In addition to being in another country, with its tourist charms, participation in the day requires a prepared body for the pilgrimage and
an open heart to the wonders that God has in store for each one. There
are catechesis, testimonies, sharing, examples of love of your neighbor and the Church, music festivals and cultural activities. Finally, it
is a meeting of hearts that are driven by the same belief and hope that
the diversity in fraternity is possible.

World Youth Day,
July 20-29 2013
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ - Matthew 28:19
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
invites you to join him and
our Holy Father at World
Youth Day 2013 in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. The spiritual
pilgrimage will include a two
day retreat experience in Guadalupe, Mexico, and the World
Youth Day activities in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Diocesan
group will be limited to 200 pilgrims within the ages of 16-17
(youth) and their parish group leaders and chaperones; young
adults ages 18 (high school graduates)-35; priests, seminarians
and consecrated individuals. December 31, 2012, is the final day
to register. For information on this wonderful spiritual pilgrimage, please contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 ext. 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org, or visit
our Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

World Youth Day 2011 pilgrims participate in a Marian procession along the streets surrounding the basilica in Lourdes, France. World Youth Day gatherings – including the Diocese of
Harrisburg’s pilgrimage to France and Spain in 2011 and the upcoming spiritual journey to
Mexico and Brazil this summer – offer young people an opportunity to live and renew their faith.

Catechesis on Our
Pilgrimage to Holiness
Go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19)
“As pilgrims we convey Jesus to the
world, entering deeply into His life in becoming holy. Be not afraid to open yourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, by doing
the ordinary things of life in an extraordinary way. Be the light to draw others to
God. Our journey to holiness, as pilgrims,
we must make each and every day to be
God’s people. World Youth Day is one
way we strengthen ourselves to become
holy.” (Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, July
2012 Catechesis Session on World Youth
Day)
As the diocese prepares for its pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2013, a year of
catechesis is taking place to help spiritually prepare the pilgrims and the people
of the diocese who will be praying for

them during their journey.
The catechesis sessions are open to everyone – pilgrims, their family members
and friends, and all who are interested in
supporting the pilgrims.
The next session will be held Dec. 13
from 6-8:30 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler
Center in Harrisburg. The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
plans to also offer the session via Elluminate – visit their page at www.hbgdiocese.
org/youngchurch or call the youth office
at 717-657-4804 for information.
Videos from the July catechesis are
also available on the youth office’s site at
www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch, along
with a wealth of information, resources
and registration for WYD 2013.
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Will You Help a
Seminarian Become a
Priest for Our Diocese?
Since 2004, the number of Harrisburg seminarians has tripled in size. This
year, 41 men are discerning and studying for the Diocese of Harrisburg. The
average annual cost to fund a seminarian is $40,000. As the numbers of seminarians grow, the cost to educate them drastically increases. These men, who
may be your future priests, need your help. Please consider offering your
financial assistance toward our next generation of priests. We have prayed for
an increase of priestly vocations and our prayers are being answered. Please
help. For more information, contact the Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804.

A Profile on Matthew Morelli
What excites you
about the priesthood?
I am most excited to celebrate
the sacraments. That is what really
makes a priest a priest, to deliver
salvation by affecting the sacraments, healing, feeding, and forgiving people in the person of Christ.
What do you most look
forward to in serving the
Church and her people?
I look most forward to being a father to the people and a spouse to
the Church. When, God willing, I
am some day called “Father,” I want
to try my best to live up to that name
because it is no mere formality but
a reality to be lived out within the
family that is a parish or diocese.
What gifts, talents or abilities
do you feel you can
bring to the priesthood?

A native of St. Joan

of Arc Parish in Hershey
One of the gifts I hope to bring to
Studying at St. Charles
the priesthood is my seminary forBorromeo
Seminary in Philadelphia,
mation. That’s a given, but that is
Fourth College Year
my concern now. My seminary formation is a very unique gift which I tion. Without prayer, everything else
hope to make the most of, putting as crumbles.
much effort as I can into my studies
and spiritual life, so that I can give
How has the financial support of
what I have received back to the the people of the diocese specifically
Church.
helped you in your formation?

Describe your prayer life,
and how that has assisted
you in your formation.
My prayer life is of course the
keystone of my formation. I need to
grow through prayer in understanding of my vocation, and discern the
will of God in every day of my life.
It is in prayer that God gives me
the grace to work in all other areas
of my formation, whether it is academic, apostolic, or human forma-

The support of the people of the
Diocese of Harrisburg helps me to
pay my tuition every year. This has
helped me tremendously and reminds
me that I am not in seminary for myself, but for the people of my diocese.
Other acts of kindness and financial
support from my parish and many individuals encourage me to be humble
and not waste the opportunities I am
given, so that I can give as much as
I can back to the people as a priest.

W
J

o

aith

oe Bahret considers the work he does at his religious items shop to be much more than
selling rosaries, prayer cards and Bibles.
To him, owning the shop is a ministry.
It’s one he’s been involved in for more than 20 years, first at the old Catholic Shop in
downtown Harrisburg from 1975-1998, and now at Bahret Religious Goods, located on the
second floor of the West Shore Farmer’s Market in Lemoyne.
Replete with religious statues, greeting cards, medals and gifts, the shop opened earlier
this year.
“Clearly, this is a ministry. I don’t know that I realized how much of a ministry it was to
be when I got into the business, but it quickly came to be something I was very much aware
of,” Mr. Bahret remarked.
As a result, he’s been vigilant in considering the store’s inventory, and has frequently consulted with priests and even the diocese’s bishops on the suitability of items.
“That carefulness became a very serious preoccupation with me, which continues today,”
said Mr. Bahret, who turned 80 this month.
And even for this seasoned veteran, his faith remains a learning and growing experience,
as does his prayer life.
“I pray regularly; morning, noon and night,” he said. “Prayers of petition, prayers of
thanksgiving, prayers of forgiveness.”
“I’ve always had a strong personal prayer life,” Mr. Bahret offered. “I’m not going to say
that has always been so obvious, because as so many, I have had my own dark nights of the
soul. But thanks be to God, I’ve been able to persevere, and thanks be to his providential and
seemingly never-ending love and mercy, I’ve managed to get through.”
Mr. Bahret relies on his faith and his knowledge of the Church to minister to those who
visit the store. That includes Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
“We’ve had many customers who are not Catholic, but good, solid Christian people who
wanted to understand these things. They faithfully come in for materials to read,” Mr. Bahret
pointed out.
He recalled one instance in which a young Protestant man, a student at Messiah College,
came in seeking information about the Blessed the Mother for a paper he was writing. Mr.
Bahret recommended several documents and publications on Mary. He also presented him
with a rosary and a booklet on how to pray it. The young man left the store with the materials, and that was the last that Mr. Bahret saw of him.
But then, several months later, a professor from the college came in to the shop, and asked
Mr. Bahret if he remembered the young man and his research on the Blessed Mother. The
professor had been so intrigued by his student’s report that he was seeking to learn more
about Mary too.
“I’ve never heard from either one of them since, but I’m convinced that one or maybe both
are Catholic today,” Mr. Bahret mused.
In operating a religious store, Mr. Bahret meets people in all of life’s phases, from celebrating the baptism of an infant to mourning the death of a loved one. He counts six occasions – dating back to his years at the shop downtown – in which he was able to get help for
people contemplating suicide.
“God, in his mercy, could see a problem that none of us could see, and led them in,” he
said. “There was a sense inside them that they could get some help. And they did, thanks be
to God.”
Mr. Bahret likens his work to planting seeds, and it’s a message that he frequently shares
with others.
“You never know how what you do is going to have an impact on someone for the good
or for the bad,” he remarked. “If you plant the seed for good, even if that person leaves your
presence in total disagreement with what you’ve done, you still planted the seed.”
“I believe very much in the planting of seeds,” he said. You don’t always have something
to show for it. It isn’t like building a car. You live on the trust and faith that God will continue
in this person’s life.”
(By Jen Reed, The Catholic Witness. During this Year of Faith, The Catholic Witness and
the Office of Communications are featuring parishioners who are “Witnesses of Faith” in
their daily lives. These men and women will be featured in The Catholic Witness and online
at www.hbgdiocese.org/yearoffaith.)

You Can Help Your Marriage
Twenty-five percent of surveyed couples say they are
“Happily Married.” For everyone else, there is Retrouvaille.
Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue.....or have just
stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it make it even worse?
Retrouvaille helps couples rebuild their marriages. For information or to register for the Harrisburg program beginning with a weekend on January 18-20,
2013, call 1-800-470-2230 or visit the web site at www.HelpOurMarriage.
com. Retrouvaille is a program of the Diocesan Office for Marriage and Family Ministry.
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Joe Bahret, owner of Bahret Religious Goods, considers his work at the religious
shop to be a ministry to others. The shop is located in the West Shore Farmer’s
Market in Lemoyne, and is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m.-4 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
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Diocesan Guide Written by Those with
Disabilities Offers Tips for Inclusion Ministry
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Kathy Perney understands that even the most wellintentioned person can be hesitant about approaching
someone with a disability or inviting them more fully into
the life of the parish.
Maybe they’re unsure about how to communicate with
someone who is deaf. Maybe they’re uncertain about asking a person with autism to present the gifts during Mass.
Or perhaps they don’t want to assume that someone in a
wheelchair needs help maneuvering the parish grounds.
“Not everyone is comfortable in dealing with people
with disabilities. In fact, most people aren’t,” Mrs. Perney observed.
She knows this hesitancy well. She’s a woman who is
blind.
And she has reassuring advice for those who are apprehensive about interacting with someone is who physically, mentally or emotionally challenged.
“Just approach us as a person. If you do that, you’re
not going to make a mistake anymore than you would
with anyone else,” she said. “If you don’t make a big deal
out of it, you’ll probably be just fine. We are people first,
children of God.”
Mrs. Perney is a parish advocate at St. Peter Parish in
Elizabethtown and a member of the Advisory Board for
the Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with Disabilities.
Past and current members of the advisory board recently created a guide book for parishes, “Welcoming People with Disabilities So All May Encounter Christ.” The
guide offers tips for welcome and inclusion, guidance on
how to approach someone with a specific disability, and
concrete examples of what parishes can do to bring everyone into the spiritual and social life of the parish.
Because the Advisory Board is made up of people with
disabilities and folks who minister or care for them, the
guide offers a wealth of first-hand knowledge, best practices and practical ideas.
The book will be distributed to diocesan parishes within
the next few weeks, and Advisory Board members stress
that the publication is specifically geared toward people
who regularly interact with parishioners: parish clergy,
secretaries, ushers, pastoral council members, youth ministers, catechists, and liturgy coordinators. School principals and teachers can also benefit from the guide.
“By having access to this book and reading it, these
frontline people should be able to start thinking in a different way about including more people in the life of the
Church,” Mrs. Perney remarked.
Advisory Board member Dave Orris, parish advocate
at St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg, says the
book helps to illustrate the various abilities and disabilities that are part of everyday life. An estimated 20 percent
of the population has one kind of disability of another, he
noted.
“This book gives parishes an opportunity to see that not
everybody is the same with regard to their challenges,” he
said. “It tells them what to expect when they meet someone, and helps them get to the next step of welcoming and
including them so they can encounter Christ through the
sacraments and in the life of the parish.”
While physical accommodations such as proper lighting, effective sound systems and handicapped accessible
buildings are important, meeting the spiritual needs of
persons with disabilities is a vital responsibility. Parishes
are tasked with allowing all parishioners to meet Christ
in the sacraments, in the liturgy, in prayer and in the community.
Mr. Orris pointed to the U.S. Bishops’ 1978 Pastoral
Statement on Persons with Disabilities, which says that
“The parish is the door to participation for persons with
disabilities and it is the responsibility of the pastor and
lay leaders to make sure that door is always open.”
“The parish is the door, and the door is open,” Mr. Orris
reflected, “but is it truly accessible?”
The book’s guidelines for welcome and inclusion are
broken down into several sections – physical disabilities,
intellectual disabilities, vision loss, hearing loss, autism
and mental illness. Each section includes definitions,
terms you might hear and what you might see, and suggestions for what a person or a parish can do.

New Study Shows
Church Can Tap
into Large Catholic
Online Presence
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

The guidebook developed by the Advisory Board for the
Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with Disabilities offers concrete ideas and practical suggestions for parishes
and individuals. The books will be distributed to parishes
within the next few weeks. Its cover features Father Thomas Rozman, pastor of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick
in Harrisburg, with Joseph Carricato and Sarah Wentzel, a
photo by Emily M. Albert of The Catholic Witness.

For example, Mrs. Perney offers best practices to parishes that have members who have low vision or blindness. These include supplying written materials in audio
format prior to an event, providing large-print materials
in 18-point font or larger, and verbally announcing any
changes to Communion lines.
The section on encountering a person with hearing loss
encourages people to communicate at eye level, offer to
write out their message, and to speak directly to a deaf
person, not their interpreter.
Advisory Board member Frank Nemshick, a member
of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, recalls the
dismay he felt at not being fully included in the baptism of
his godchild at another parish several decades ago.
Mr. Nemshick, who is deaf, contacted the pastor several
weeks prior to the baptism to learn what he had to do during the sacrament.
“The pastor said, ‘Don’t worry. Just hold the baby,’”
Mr. Nemshick recalls. “I never knew what was going on
during the baptism. Though that was a long time ago, and
times are different now, sometimes we’re still given that
message of ‘Just hold the baby.’”
“People sometimes overlook the fact that they’re talking to a person,” Mr. Orris said. “For example, they’ll
want to ask Frank a question, but they’ll look directly at
his interpreter instead of at him. Or, when I go into a restaurant with my wife, the waiters will see my wheelchair
and they’ll only converse with my wife about seating or
our orders.”
Mr. Orris says he’s noticed a positive shift in inclusion
ministry in the diocese in the past several years, especially with the advent of the Office for Ministry with People
with Disabilities in 2007 and the office’s institution of the
parish advocacy program.
“It’s attitudinal, and requires a learning process to affect change,” he said. “If we have successes in certain areas and with certain programs like quiet Masses for those
with autism, prayer groups for those with disabilities, and
this guide book, then we can grow them throughout the
diocese. Ideally, we should get to the point where everybody is integrated into a single Body of Christ.”
Mr. Nemshick sees the book as a continuation of diocesan and parish efforts to welcome everyone into an encounter with Christ.
“This book isn’t the end of our work; it’s just the beginning,” he remarked. “The idea is to make all the parishes
accessible, both physically and spiritually.”

Catholics, just like the rest of society,
are using online social media, but they
aren’t necessarily going to Catholic sites,
according to a newly released study by the
Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate at Georgetown University.
The study, “Catholic New Media Use
in the United States, 2012” was released
Nov. 11 and presented that day during a
meeting of U.S. bishops and Catholic
bloggers just prior to the bishops’ annual
fall general assembly in Baltimore.
According to the report, 62 percent of
adult U.S. Catholics, representing an estimated 36.2 million people, have a profile
on Facebook; that number climbs to 82
percent among Catholics born since 1982.
Fifty-eight percent of Catholics age 30
and under post information at least once a
week on social media.
Eight percent of adult Catholics who
regularly use a digital device said they use
at least one Catholic-related application
and 5 percent (or 2.9 million people) read
or follow blogs on the Catholic Church,
faith, or spirituality. Among weekly Mass
attendees, 13 percent read or follow blogs
on the Church primarily to learn more
about the Church’s teachings and their
faith and to stay up to date on news of the
Church.
The report also shows that adult Catholics are evenly divided in their awareness
of the Catholic Church’s online presence.
Twenty-four percent said the Church was
“somewhat” or “very” visible, while 23
percent said it was “only a little” or “not
very” visible. Fifty-three percent of Catholics were unaware of any significant online Catholic presence.
The Catholic website most often visited
regularly by adult Catholics is their parish
website, which about one in 10, or 9 percent, say they visit once a month or more.
The Diocese of Harrisburg is online in
many ways. The Diocesan website serves
as a central point with social media channels that include Facebook, Twitter and a
YouTube channel that holds many entries
from Bishop Joseph McFadden. INSIGHT
is a monthly email newsletter from the
diocese featuring online links to many
different Catholic efforts. Bishop McFadden has a Facebook page that he regularly posts messages to. Most parishes and
schools have websites and many are also
utilizing social media.
Catholics can tap into and sign up for
the diocesan efforts and the INSIGHT
diocesan email newsletter via links on
the homepage of the diocesan website at
www.hbgdiocese.org. Links to parish and
school sites can also be found on the site.

Sign up for these social media
channels at www.hbgdiocese.org
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Lancaster Catholic Club Teams
with Freedom Writers to Empower Students
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The exercise in the parking lot at Lancaster Catholic High School replicated one
of the most familiar scenes from the 2007
movie Freedom Writers.
Lancaster Catholic students and seventhgraders from Linglestown Middle School
positioned themselves along a line stretching across the pavement.
The line wasn’t there to divide them, but
rather to help unite them, despite the different schools, neighborhoods, ethnicities
and familial backgrounds from which they
came.
And the real Erin Gruwell – the catalyst
for the Freedom Writers Foundation and
the teacher who inspired 150 at-risk students to affect positive change in their lives
– was there looking on.
Ms. Gruwell visited Lancaster Catholic
last month as the school and its Freedom
Writers teacher, Anne Schober, welcomed
117 seventh-graders from Linglestown
Middle School and their new Freedom
Writer teacher, Anthony Sedun.
The day was filled with workshops and
activities on anti-bullying, peer support
and empowerment. One activity, the “Line
Game,” aimed to show students they’re not
alone in their hopes, dreams, hurts or fears.
Just as Ms. Gruwell did in the Freedom
Writers movie, Mrs. Schober asked questions of the students gathered before her. If
they answered “yes” to her question, they
were asked to step forward onto the line.
Mrs. Schober lobbed a few softballs to
begin:
“Step on the line if you’ve ever been to
Walt Disney World,” … “if you’re a fan of
Justin Bieber,” … “if you watch Glee.”
Naturally, the topics sparked laughter
and chatter among the students, and broke
down the barriers of those who were at first
too shy to interact with others.
Eventually, the tone turned serious.
“Step on the line if you know someone
who died from a disease,” … “if you’ve
ever been bullied,” … “if you know where
you can buy illegal drugs,” … “if you’ve
ever heard gunshots in your neighborhood.”
Throughout the 20-minute exercise, there
was never a time when the line was empty.
The students fell silent as they came to
realize peers who knew someone who was
homeless, who were ever asked to join a
gang, or who lost someone to suicide.
Gira Rodriguez was one of the students
who stepped forward when the question
about suicide was posed.
“I have a friend who killed herself because she was bullied,” said Gira, a student
at Lancaster Catholic.
She was talking about Jasmyn Smith, an
11-year-old girl from Columbia who took
her own life in August after more than a
year of being bullied.
“It’s been really hard,” Gira said of the
tragedy. It’s motivated her to take an active
part in the school’s Aevidum Club.
Aevidum is a depression and suicide
awareness initiative that empowers teens to
understand that depression is a treatable illness and to know the warning signs. It motivates young people to spread a message
of hope and to be advocates for their peers.
“I live in the city, and I see a lot of violence in my neighborhood,” Gira told The
Catholic Witness. She wants to bring Aevidum’s message into the city.
The Aevidum Club was introduced at
Lancaster Catholic last year, and its members worked in conjunction with Erin Gruwell to host the workshops for the middle
school students.
Teddy Boucard says the club started “as
an anti-bullying program to show that we
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Lancaster Catholic High School student and Aevidum Club member Gira Rodriguez, center, reinforces the message of peer support to middle school students during the “Line Game.”

Erin Gruwell, of Freedom Writers fame, speaks with students about peer support and empowerment following a presentation given to Linglestown Middle
School students during a recent workshop at Lancaster Catholic High School.

Students find unity during the “Line Game.”

all have to stick together and have each others’ back.”
Members say the Aevidum mindset has
started to change students’ attitudes toward
each other.
“We want students to know that they can
talk to us about anything, even if they don’t
know us,” said Natalie Alicea. “We’re here
to comfort them, like a family. If they have
a problem, we can lead them to help.”
For Recher Pina, the Aevidum message
is a particularly important one to share with
middle school students, because bullying
tends to start at that age, she noted. She
said it’s everyone’s responsibility to care
for their peers.
“If you see someone getting bullied, and
even if you don’t know them, go up and
comfort them,” she said. “Sometimes, all
someone needs to do is talk about their
problems.”
Aevidum, which earned SADD’s National Activity of the Year award in 2009,
began at Cocalico High School in Denver,
Pa. It was initiated in January 2004, not
long after the suicide of sophomore Philip
Cardin.
“A death in any school disrupts the fabric
of the school,” said Joe Vulopas, the founder of Aevidum. He was the last teacher to
see Philip the day he died.
In the wake of the tragedy, students approached Mr. Vulopas to start a club to
spread the message that depression is an illness, and that help is available. They named
the club Aevidum – a word that teens say to
tell each other, “I’ve got your back.”
The movement has expanded from depression and suicide prevention to encompass all the issues facing youth today.
Students in Aevidum clubs work to
spread messages of concern, help and hope
to peers who may be facing tough times.
“It’s tough being a teenager. They want
to do the right thing, but it’s often difficult
to do the right thing when faced with negative peer pressure,” Mr. Vulopas said. “Aevidum and organizations like it are reminders that there are people to lean on.”
Erin Gruwell shared that message with
the students during an assembly after the
“Line Game.”
She told stories from her experiences of
teaching 150 at-risk high school students
in gang-torn Long Beach, Calif., and interspersed her message of self-identity, selfexpression and empowerment with clips
from the Freedom Writers movie.
Her students came from gangs, broken
homes, and juvenile detention centers,
from a city with 126 murders in one year.
They were poor, homeless, angry, afraid to
walk outside.
“They came to me as freshmen, 14-yearolds who didn’t think they would make it
to their 16th birthday. They thought they
would be behind bars or six feet under by
the time they turned 16,” Ms. Gruwell remarked.
And yet, by learning to relate to one another, writing to express themselves, and
through the support of a caring yet challenging teacher, every single one of her 150
students graduated from high school.
Those inspirational teachers aren’t just
the larger-than-life ones that appear on the
movie screen, Ms. Gruwell pointed out.
They exist. They’re teachers like Anne
Schober, Joe Vulopas and Anthony Sedun.
“Each and every one of you can trust every single adult standing here before you,”
she told the students. “Every single adult
here today believes in you. So if something
is going on in your head, if something is
going on at home, if something is going on
at school, you can trust these adults to help
you.”

NOVEMBER 23, 2012, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 9

Faith and Life

As Enormous Challenges Mount, Family
Finds Advocate in Fellow Parishioner
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?”
(James 2:14)
Watching faith in action is powerful and inspiring, even
contagious. Diane Molitoris, parishioner at Holy Name of
Jesus, Harrisburg, has become a faithful advocate for Mary
Karpency for the last several months. They share the same
parish and have sung in the choir together. Four months ago
they were mere acquaintances. Mrs. Molitoris explained
that seeing Mrs. Karpency on Sundays, she never noticed
that anything was wrong, Mrs. Karpency was always smiling and came with a cheerful deposition.
Then one Sunday Mrs. Karpency shared some of her story
with Mrs. Molitoris, and upon hearing the worries and financial struggles that have been upon her and her two children,
a son, Jamie and daughter, Jennifer, Mrs. Molitoris stepped
into action.
Mrs. Karpency’s story starts in August 1998 when her
husband, Joseph, was diagnosed with Myasthenia Gravis,
a disease that affects muscle function. Just two weeks after
hearing this news, their 16 -year-old daughter, Jennifer, had
a conversation with her mother.
“She asked me questions, like, what will happen if dad
has to be in a wheelchair? She asked if we would have to put
him in a home and I reassured her that we would do what
we had to keep him home. Family stays together, I told her,”
Mrs. Karpency recalled. They had lunch together and Jennifer headed across the street with her friends to visit a friend
working at the bowling alley. “She told me to come get her
when I was ready to leave, we were going to go shopping together.” A few hours later Mrs. Karpency received a frantic
phone call from Jennifer’s friend. Jenny had collapsed and
wasn’t breathing.
“I ran out the door and across the street. I knew they
wouldn’t find her in the bowling alley. Her friend worked in
the back pin drop room, so I ran around the side and started
pounding on the door. My son, Jamie, open the door, he
must have run inside and knew to go to the back room. The
police started CPR and all I could think was oh dear God,
she didn’t go to Confession and she wasn’t wearing her
Scapular. I prayed for her young teenage soul.”
Mrs. Karpency called her friends and asked them to pray
the rosary, while at the hospital they sat next to Jenny and
prayed the rosary.
Jennifer had thickening of the left ventricular, the pediatrician at the hospital told them, and she was in a coma. Mrs.
Karpency and her husband were in the hospital to pray with
Jenny every day. A friend brought a painting of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, which has hung by her bedside ever since.
Jennifer was taken off a respirator and breathes on her
own and came out of the coma, but has no brain activity.
She cannot move her body, she cannot talk. But when Mrs.
Karpency stands at her bedside and holds her hand, Jenni-

Mary Karpency holds the hand of her daughter Jennifer in the family’s home. Struggling to meet surmounting challenges, the Karpency family has found an advocate in fellow parishioner Diane Molitoris.
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In the reflection of an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mary Karpency tends to her daughter, Jennifer, who
has been unable to move or talk since suffering cardiac arrest and a subsequent coma as a teenager in 1998.
fer’s eyes follow her.
Together Mrs. Karpency and her husband and their son
began to take care of Jennifer. Nurses came during the day,
but at night Mrs. Karpency and her husband were the nurses. Three years ago that changed when in the middle of the
night Mr. Karpency woke his wife and told her he could not
move his legs. She ran to get their son and when they came
back Mr. Karpency had fallen out of bed, and after pointing
to his ear went unconscious. He was rushed to the hospital
and Mrs. Karpency was given deeply grievous news. The
doctors told her that her husband had suffered a brain stem
bleed. They asked her if she understood, and she replied,
“Yes, he is going to die.” Family came to say goodbye and
almost 48 hours later, Mr. Karpency passed.
Mrs. Karpency has been on her own for three years as a
caretaker for her daughter and her son, who suffers from
mental illness. Not even a month after her husband’s death
they started getting medical bills. His insurance had been
dropped immediately and Jennifer was now forced to be on
Medicaid and Medicare.
Life has not been easy for the Karpency family, but just
in the last few months it somehow got worse. The van that
they used to transport Jennifer broke down and there just
wasn’t enough income to get it fixed, so it was sold. They
were using CAT transportation, but the wait for the bus can
be near two hours each route. They found another transportation company but it cost $120 each trip. For a family on
a fixed income, this just isn’t possible to afford. Jennifer’s
mattress, which is electronic and pulsated in order to prevent bed sores, broke and wasn’t covered by either insurance. The insurance could offer a foam mattress pad instead.
Suddenly taking care of Jennifer became more involved
without the special mattress. She had to be rolled from side
to side every so many hours in order to avoid sores. This
meant at age 65, Mrs. Karpency had to get out of bed at
different intervals of the night to help her daughter. Finally
after an accidental fall that left Jennifer with two broken
femurs, Mrs. Karpency decided she needed help.
With the help of Mrs. Molitoris, the family has been assisted by the Silence of Mary Home in Harrisburg and by
grants from the Matthew 25 collection. A mattress and a
transmission for Mary’s car were generously donated, and a
local mechanic offered his labor free of charge.
Every six weeks Jenny has to be transported to the hospital for a procedure that used to be done at the home, when
they had private insurance. Now it would cost $3,000 each
home visit. Just to get a wheelchair that has the appropriate
support was an out of pocket expense. Medicaid and Medicare cover what they cover and the family is grateful for
it, but what many people don’t realize is what items this
coverage considers “luxury” or extra. Jennifer’s condition
requires constant care and also requires extras, like a special
mattress or special wheelchair.
Mrs. Molitoris has been fundraising since July for the

family and helps with some financial paper work to keep
the bills under control. She has been a true blessing for
the family. She just recently accompanied Mrs. Karpency
to Lourdes, France, an all paid trip that was given to Mrs.
Karpency through the Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitality, North American Volunteers, LTD. Mrs. Karpency had
applied for the trip in June and just two months later she
was accepted. She asked Mrs. Molitoris to accompany her.
“When I filled out the application and went to drop it off at
the post office, I said, if I’m meant to go I will go. Lord it is
on your hands.”
They stayed on the grounds of the Sanctuary, at the hospital. “The group was so kind and good to us,” recalled Mrs.
Karpency. “We did everything you should do in Lourdes.”
She spoke about her experience of being dipped into the
baths of holy water. “I had Jamie, Jenny, my sister and
brother [both recovering from cancer], all on my shoulders
as I entered the water. I thought, we are all going into this
bath together.”
Mrs. Karpency talked about how Jennifer was a vibrant
young girl, and a little mischievous. She was adventurous, wrote deep and somewhat dark poetry that her mother
looked at with amazement. She loved the color pink and
Dirty Dancing and Grease were her favorite movies. “I
think somehow she knew she had to live the most out of life
in her early years. She would say to me, I’m never getting
married, Mom. I’m staying right here with you.”
“God stopped her in her tracks. She is a saint now. She
has done so much for us. She is saving souls. She is doing
our penance and hers. At least I hope a few coals off my
fire.”
“Every day my husband would go in and say to her, ‘Miracles happen every day Jenny. Maybe today will be your
day.’”
Maybe the works of faith her father spoke of is the help
of Mrs. Molitoris. The family is appreciative of everything
that has been given to them, but the fact is, the expenses will
never stop. Mrs. Molitoris plans to make an ongoing effort
for this family: financial assistance, handyman work, home
cleaning, even a donation of a working fax machine to be
used for nursing paper work could be a relief for this family. Or donations of items that accumulate in out of pocket
expenses, such as detergent and Clorox for the washing and
changing of the bed sheets, to unscented baby wipes, and
adult diapers.
Please come together to help a family in our Christian
community. Donations, monetary or otherwise, can be sent
to the Jennifer Karpency Fund, 6537 Windmere Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111.
“If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food
for the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep
warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if it
does not have works, is dead.”(James 2:15-17)
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Faith and Life

Catholic Social Teaching: On Life and Love
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
The U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Task Force on
Catholic Social Teaching and Catholic Education has stated:
“Catholic social teaching emerges from the
truth of what God has revealed to us about
himself. We believe in the triune God whose
very nature is communal and social. God the
Father sends his only Son Jesus Christ and
shares the Holy Spirit as his gift of love. God
reveals himself to us as one who is not alone,
but rather as one who is relational, one who is
Trinity. Therefore, we who are made in God’s
image share this communal, social nature. We
are called to reach out and to build relationships of love and justice.”
The Compendium of the Social Doctrine
of the Church, published by the Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace, states that the
Church’s Social Teaching is founded on certain “permanent principles,” the first of which
is “The dignity of the human person” which it
says, “is the foundation of all other principles
and content of the Church’s social doctrine.”
(CSDC # 160). “The Church’s social doctrine
stops to dwell above all on the principal and
indispensable dimensions of the human person.” (# 124) So, to understand the Church’s
teaching on human society and social issues,
it is necessary and fundamental to discover
what it teaches about the human person, and
the rights of persons within society.
The Compendium asserts, “...the roots of
human rights are to be found in the dignity
that belongs to each human being. This dignity, inherent in human life and equal in every
person, is perceived and understood first of all
by reason.” It nevertheless insists, “The ultimate source of human rights is not found in
the mere will of human beings, in the reality of
the State, in public powers, but in man himself
and in God his creator. These rights are ‘universal, inviolable, inalienable.’” (#153)
The Compendium goes on to specify that
“The first right presented in this list is the right
to life, from conception to its natural end,” and
furthermore states that, “an integral part of the
right to life ‘is the right of the child to develop
in the mother’s womb from the moment of
conception.’” (#155) Abortion, the willful taking of the unborn child’s life, “is a horrendous
crime and constitutes a particularly serious
moral disorder; far from being a right, it is a
sad phenomenon that contributes seriously to
spreading a mentality against life, representing a dangerous threat to a just and democratic
social coexistence.” (#233) So we see then that
Catholic Social Teaching starts with the “universal, inviolable, inalienable” right to life,
and that right begins at conception, when both
reason and revelation tell us a new human being begins.
The Church teaches that it is essential to
begin with the right to life because it “is the
condition for the exercise of all other rights.”
These rights are entrusted to individuals, peoples and states, in other words, to society. But
it is not as an individual or citizen of the State
alone that the human person inherits and enjoys his or her dignity, it is in relation to God
that they find their deepest meaning.
In this perspective, the relationship with
God requires that the life of man be considered sacred and inviolable (that is, it is never
to be broken, infringed, dishonored or violated). The fifth commandment, “Thou shalt not
kill” (Ex 20:13; Deut 5:17), has validity because God alone is Lord of life and death. The
respect owed to the inviolability and integrity
of physical life finds its climax in the positive
commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18), by which Jesus
enjoins the obligation to tend to the needs of
one’s neighbor (cf. Mt 22:37-40; Mk 12:2931; Lk 10:27-28).
The Compendium invokes Vatican II and
in particular, the document Gaudium et Spes,
which “presents in a systematic manner the
themes of culture, of economic and social life,
of marriage and the family, of the political
community, of peace and the community of
peoples, in the light of a Christian anthropological outlook and of the Church’s mission.
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Father Paul CB Schenck, far right, participates in a pro-life rosary rally led by
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden outside of the Planned Parenthood clinic in York
Oct. 6. Catholic Social Teaching calls for respect for life and the human dignity of
every person.
Everything is considered from the starting
point of the person and with a view to the person, “the only creature that God willed for its
own sake.” Society, its structures and development must be oriented towards “the progress
of the human person.” (#96)
So the whole fabric of social responsibility,
as regards human and civil rights, care for the
poor, the weak and vulnerable, issues of justice and peace, is tied together with this principal idea of the dignity of all persons and of
the inviolability of human life, for:
“The human person must always be understood in his unrepeatable and inviolable
uniqueness. In fact, man exists above all as a
subjective entity, as a centre of consciousness
and freedom, whose unique life experiences,
comparable to those of no one else, underlie
the inadmissibility of any attempt to reduce
his status by forcing him into preconceived
categories or power systems, whether ideological or otherwise. This entails above all the
requirement not only of simple respect on the
part of others, especially political and social
institutions and their leaders with regard to
every man and woman on the earth, but even
more, this means that the primary commitment
of each person towards others, and particularly
of these same institutions, must be for the promotion and integral development of the person.” (#132)
A radical assertion in Catholic Social Teaching is that a society which cares for its weaker
members, including the poor and needy, must
be founded upon this love. A community has
solid foundations when it tends toward the integral promotion of the person and of the common good. In such cases, law is defined, respected and lived according to the manner of
solidarity and dedication towards one’s neighbor. Justice requires that everyone should
be able to enjoy their own goods and rights;
this can be considered the minimum measure
of love. Social life becomes more human the
more it is characterized by efforts to bring
about a more mature awareness of the ideal
towards which it should be oriented, which is
the “civilization of love”. (#391)
That society begins with the family, which

is presented as “the sanctuary of life:”
“The dignity of the human being, called to
proclaim the goodness and fruitfulness that
come from God, is eminently revealed in the
task of procreation: “Human fatherhood and
motherhood, while remaining biologically
similar to that of other living beings in nature,
contain in an essential and unique way a ‘likeness’ to God which is the basis of the family as
a community of human life, as a community
of persons united in love (communio personarum).”
“The social subjectivity of the family, both
as a single unit and associated in a group,
is expressed as well in the demonstrations of
solidarity and sharing not only among families themselves but also in the various forms
of participation in social and political life.
This is what happens when the reality of the
family is founded on love: being born in love
and growing in love.” (#246) The rights of
families, especially in the decision to have
children, must never be abridged. “All programmes of economic assistance aimed at
financing campaigns of sterilization and contraception, as well as the subordination of
economic assistance to such campaigns, are
to be morally condemned as affronts to the
dignity of the person and the family. The answer to questions connected with population
growth must instead by sought in simultaneous respect both of sexual morals and of social
ethics, promoting greater justice and authentic
solidarity so that dignity is given to life in all
circumstances, starting with economic, social
and cultural conditions.” (#234)
The family is founded on the love between
spouses:
The family has its foundation in the free
choice of the spouses to unite themselves
in marriage, in respect for the meaning and
values of this institution that does not depend
on man but on God himself: “For the good of
the spouses and their offspring as well as of
society, this sacred bond no longer depends
on human decision alone. For God himself
is the author of marriage and has endowed it
with various benefits and purposes.” Therefore, the institution of marriage — “intimate

During this Year of Faith, The Catholic Witness presents a series of articles examining
the various documents, principles and
historic figures connected to Catholic
Social Teaching. The series is produced in
conjunction with the Diocesan Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine, which
works to promote understanding of Catholic
Social Teaching while fostering the mission
of the Church and work for the common good.

partnership of life and love ... established by
the Creator and endowed by him with its own
proper laws” — is not the result of human
conventions or of legislative prescriptions but
acquires its stability from divine disposition. It
is an institution born, even in the eyes of society, “from the human act by which the partners
mutually surrender themselves to each other,”
and is founded on the very nature of that conjugal love which, as a total and exclusive gift
of person to person, entails a definitive commitment expressed by mutual, irrevocable and
public consent. This commitment means that
the relationships among family members are
marked also by a sense of justice and, therefore, by respect for mutual rights and duties.
(# 215.)
It is emphasized that, “No power can abolish the natural right to marriage or modify
its traits and purpose. Marriage in fact is
endowed with its own proper, innate and
permanent characteristics.” (# 216) “In its
“objective” truth, marriage is ordered to the
procreation and education of children. (# 218)
For this reason, “how incongruous is the demand to accord ‘marital’ status to unions between persons of the same sex. It is opposed,
first of all, by the objective impossibility of
making the partnership fruitful through the
transmission of life according to the plan inscribed by God in the very structure of the human being. Another obstacle is the absence of
the conditions for that interpersonal complementarity between male and female willed by
the Creator at both the physical-biological and
the eminently psychological levels. It is only
in the union of two sexually different persons
that the individual can achieve perfection in a
synthesis of unity and mutual psychophysical
completion” And yet, “Homosexual persons
are to be fully respected in their human dignity.” (# 228)
Civilization, and more closely, society, then
proceeds from the family outward, as if in concentric circles, expanding and embracing more
and more people, especially the poor:
“Preference for the poor, and the decisions
which it inspires in us, cannot but embrace the
immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy,
the homeless, those without health care and,
above all, those without hope of a better future.” The Church’s teaching on the primacy
and sanctity of human life extends to her preferential option for the poor: “preference for
the poor, and the decisions which it inspires
in us, cannot but embrace the immense multitudes of the hungry, the needy, the homeless,
those without health care and, above all, those
without hope of a better future.” (# 182) These
are all preeminently pro-life concerns, as are
“urbanization, the condition of young people,
the condition of women, unemployment, discrimination, emigration, population growth,
the influence of the means of social communications, the ecological problem (# 100), and “
illiteracy, lack of food security, the absence of
structures and services, inadequate measures
for guaranteeing basic health care, the lack of
safe drinking water and sanitation, corruption,
instability of institutions and of political life
itself.” (# 447)
Social Teaching addresses the intrinsic evil
of all attacks on innocent human life; “such as
any type of murder, genocide, abortion, euthanasia, or willful suicide” (Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Of concern too
is war (# 500), terrorism (# 513) and the use of
the death penalty (# 405).
The Social Doctrine of the Church then
begins with the sanctity of human life in the
womb, the right to be born and therefore to
enjoy all other human rights. But it quickly
swells to address matters affecting family life,
the needs and suffering of whole peoples and
the relations between nations that give rise to
issues of justice, economics and war. Catholic
Social Teaching is by no means a matter of a
single issue, it comprehensively addresses all
aspects of human life and dignity.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities and chairman of the National Pro-Life Action Center in
Washington, D.C.)
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The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Janet
Kelly.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Michael Fields.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of Hope:
Helen Christiano, Marie Evans, Ann Marie
Heitzman.
COLUMBIA – St. Peter: Michael C.
McMaster.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart: Raymond
M. “Twisty” Weaver.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Pauline
“Skip” Baten.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Sara Olivia Hoffman.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: John E.
Cunningham, Martha Ditzler, Judith
Herman, Agnes Klinedinst, Francis Perrin,
Susan K. Smith.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine Labouré:
Joseph Sterck; St. Margaret Mary: David
P. Coons, Sonya L. Gamble, David McDonald.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Kathleen
Cook, Tina English, Henry Witmer.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Kathleen Quilter, Virginia Soccio.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Louise Brady.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Theresa Margaret Sherry; St.
Joseph: Sheila Rouse, Annette Tutka.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM:
Catherine Zeiders.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Mary A. Aten, Deacon Ross W.
Beighley, Robert Rampolla.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Anna Yakup.
MOUNT JOY – Mary, Mother of the
Church: Paul T. Quirk.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
George Albright.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Verma Krichten, Helen McCauley,
William Venanzi.

Deacon Beighley
Continued from 1

“I always found him to be of great
help,” Father Weiss said. “The people
knew that he cared for them in his ministry as a deacon.”
Deacon Beighley left a lasting impression on Deacon Peter Jupin, the
staff chaplain at the Lancaster General
Cancer Instiute.
Deacon Jupin, ordained in 2010,
never worked directly with Deacon
Beighley, but the two knew each other
through Deacon Beighley’s daughter, Carolanne Hauck, who is the staff
chaplain at Lancaster General’s Women and Babies Hospital.
“Ross was a very faithful servant of
the Church, and certainly a minister
of charity and service to the patients
he saw when he was at Lancaster Regional, formerly St. Joseph’s Hospital,”
Deacon Jupin said. “In many ways,
Ross was very inspirational in my own
calling, not only to the diaconate, but to
chaplaincy work. He was very inspirational to me and to his daughter in our
calling to pastoral ministry.”
Deacon Beighley was a graduate of
North Catholic High School in Phila-

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Harry Seifert, Robert
Shrader.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Pauline
Batdorf.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Regina A. Webber.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Kathleen
Shull.
TREVORTON – St. Patrick: John J.
Konyar, Frances Korenkiewicz.
WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Joan Knapp.
YORK – St. Joseph: Mary T. Holtzer.

Sister Marita
Anne McGonigle
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Marita
Anne McGonigle died in Camilla Hall, Immaculata, Pa., on Oct. 27. She was 97 years
old.
Born Marie McGonigle in Bristol, Pa.,
she entered the Congregation of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
in 1932. She received a bachelor’s degree
in Elementary Education from Immaculata
University.
During her years in education ministry,
Sister Marita taught and/or was an administrator in the elementary schools in the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia and in the Dioceses of Richmond, Harrisburg and Camden. She retired to Camilla Hall in 2008.
The funeral Mass was celebrated at Camilla Hall on Nov. 5. Burial was in Immaculata Cemetery.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in November during the past
25 years:
Father Joseph Braubitz, 1988
Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011.

delphia and attended Villanova University. He received a certificate in Advanced Studies in Spiritual Care from
Neumann College and was certified as
a chaplain through the National Association of Catholic Chaplains. At St.
Joseph’s Hospital, he helped to form
the Life Enhancement Center.
Deacon Beighley was a volunteer
for the former Hospice of Lancaster
County, a charter member and past
Grand Knight of Council 9164, and a
4th Degree Knight with the Santa Maria
Assembly.
He is survived by his wife Louise of
52 years, children Carolanne Hauck,
Karen Roehm and Helen Bologa, brothers Miles Lewis and Arthur Beighley,
and 11 grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by a sister, Teresa Doyle, and
brothers Frances Lewis and Myron
Beighley.
“He will be missed,” Father Weiss
said. “We now pray for him that he is
with Our Lord, and doing what he did
here on earth: continuing to help us on
our journey of faith by interceding for
us before Our Lord.”
Letters of condolence may be sent to
Deacon Beighley’s wife Louise at 230
Richland Drive, Columbia PA, 17512.

Two Parishioners Invested into
Equestrian Order of Holy Sepulchre
Dr. Paul and Christina Lacey of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg were recently invested into the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, a centuries-old order that
today provides support for projects in the Holy Land. The investiture took place at St. Patrick
Cathedral in New York.
The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem originated in 1099, when St. Godfrey de Bouillion, a leader of the first Crusade, called forth knights to guard the Tomb of Christ,
which had been liberated from the Turks. Pope Paschal II formally approved the Order of the
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre in 1113.
Membership in the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem is one of the highest papal awards conferred on those who have done meritorious work for the Church. Today,
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem serves as a means of preserving and
spreading the faith in the Holy Land and providing support to its parishes, schools and other
projects.
Shown from left in the photo are John DiSanto, Doug Little, Dr. Paul Lacey, Christina Lacey,
Father Lawrence McNeil, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago, and Maria DiSanto.

Delone Catholic Accepting
Donations for Hurricane Victims
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown is accepting donations to assist the victims in
New Jersey of Hurricane Sandy Dec. 16. All financial donations will be accepted at events open
to the public and donated through Catholic Charities to dioceses throughout New Jersey.
The school also accept monetary contributions to the relief effort in the form of cash or checks
at the following events open to the public. Checks should be made payable to Delone Catholic
High School with “Hurricane Sandy Relief” in the memo section.
• Dec. 1: Msgr. Lyons Forensics Tournament, Classrooms
• Dec. 8: Boys’ Junior High Basketball Tournament, Sheppard Gym, 9 a.m.; Open House Tours,
Classrooms, 9 a.m.-noon; Athletics Apparel Sale, Sheppard Gym Lobby, 9 am.1 p.m.
• Dec. 10: Boys’ Junior High Basketball vs. York Tech, Sheppard Gym, 4 p.m.
• Dec. 11: Girls’ J.V. and Varsity Basketball vs. Eastern York, Sheppard Gym, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 13: Varsity Wrestling vs. York Tech, Sheppard Gym, 7 p.m.
• Dec. 14: Boys’ J.V. and Varsity Basketball vs. York Suburban, Sheppard Gym, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 15: Girls’ J.V. and Varsity Basketball vs. Gettysburg, Sheppard Gym, 6 p.m.
• Dec. 16: Christmas Concert, Old Gym, 6:30 p.m.
For more information, please contact the Delone Catholic High School office at 717-637-5969.

High School Youth Invited to Serve as Instrumentalists,
Vocalists at World Youth Day on Palm Sunday
Youth and chaperones from every parish and Catholic high school in our diocese are invited to join Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at the annual World Youth Day Celebration on Palm
Sunday. This exciting, high-energy, interactive experience of faith begins with the blessing of
the palms and the first gospel reading at the Capitol Steps in Harrisburg, continues in St. Patrick Cathedral and ends with a concert and dinner in Strawberry Square. Promotional material
and group registration forms will be posted on the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org/
youngchurch and sent to parishes and Catholic high schools.
The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry is seeking high school students
to serve as instrumentalists and vocalists for the liturgical music. Rehearsals will be held:
• Jan. 6 – Good Shepherd Parish, Camp Hill, 3:30-5 p.m.
• Feb. 10 – Good Shepherd Parish, Camp Hill, 1-3:30 p.m.
• March 10 – St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 1:15-2:30 p.m. Vocalists; 2-3 p.m. Instrumentalists
• March 16 – St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 1:45 p.m.-4 p.m.
On Palm Sunday, March 24, the liturgy begins at 3 p.m. at the Capitol Steps. Instrumentalists and vocalists will be expected to arrive at St. Patrick Cathedral earlier.
Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch/forms and register online by Dec. 15. Registrations will be accepted after this date, but it will be most helpful in our preparations if we have
a list of students by Saturday, Dec. 15.
Any questions related to what to expect musically can be directed to Mrs. Hermina Boyle
at 717-417-2965. Please email the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@
hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804 ext. 327 with any other question.
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Catechists Explore the Mystery of Faith
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“Wonderful Indeed is the Mystery of Our Faith,” the diocese’s motto during the Year of Faith, was the focus of the annual
Catechetical Conference, held Nov. 10 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.

In his lively presentation, Curtis Martin, founder and president of FOCUS,
engages catechists during his keynote presentation.

Sister Maria Jude, CSJ, vice principal and director of studies at Delone
Catholic High School in McSherrystown, joins fellow catechists in singing
the closing hymn during Mass celebrated by Bishop Joseph P. McFAdden.

More than 450 catechists and faithful
from the diocese gathered at the Cardinal
Keeler Center in Harrisburg on Nov. 10
for the annual Catechetical Conference,
themed “Wonderful Indeed is the Mystery
of Faith.”
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden was the
main celebrant for Holy Mass and was the
homilist. Following Mass, the keynote and
noted author and speaker, Curtis Martin,
engaged the attendees with a lively presentation driven by telling stories. Mr. Martin,
founder and president of FOCUS – Fellowship of Catholic University Students – a
growing ministry that is motivated in helping young people discover a vision for life
– explained how important time management is and what a gift every moment is. In
2011, he was appointed by the Holy Father
to the Pontifical Council of the New Evangelization. He lives in Colorado where he
and his wife, Michaelann are raising eight
children.
“Tell your students stories – stories are
the way you connect with young people.
We all love stories – God teaches us through
narrative in the Bible, and we learn through
stories, and we love storytellers,” Mr. Martin stressed. “Rules without relationship
equals rebellion for today’s youth,” he said.
“We must engage, and to awaken hunger
you must provide sustaining food.”
Bishop McFadden in his homily thanked
the educators for all their work and devotion to teaching the faith. “It is our responsibility to teach what the Church teaches
and not what you want to teach based on
how you think,” bishop said. “Your teaching has eternal consequences…. And your
work is often an uphill battle to rouse the
minds of young people today.”
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

The weekend of the Feast of Christ the King, Nov.

24-25, St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will host the “Eucharistic
Miracles of the World” display. This is a display that travels all over
the country with pictures and descriptions of the many Eucharistic
Miracles that have occurred over the centuries. Please come and
join us after all the Sunday Masses that weekend.
Martin Doman, a nationally renowned, Catholic, musical
artist will lead a praise and worship Caelorum concert, which incorporates Eucharistic Adoration. Deacon David Hall will preside. The
Caelorum concert will be held at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. with a reception immediately afterward. There is
no charge for the concert, but a free will offering will be collected.
Call 717-583-0240 for more information.
A Pro-Life Mass in the Extraordinary Form will be celebrated by Father Carlos Casavantes, Chaplain of the Mater Dei
Community, Dec. 1 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in Harrisburg.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Lancaster will hold
its annual Parish Mission at 7 p.m. on Dec. 3, 4 and 5. The theme
is “God, Are You On-Line?” with Father William “Bill” Price Garrot,
O.P., as the presenter. There are three faith-filled evening talks,
“Come To The Father,” “Christ and Him Crucified,” and “Fish Talks,”
with Scripture reflections. Confessions will be heard on Monday
and Tuesday evenings following the presentations. Religious
articles and books will be available for purchase after the weekend
Masses and each night of the Mission. A compact disk by Father
Garrot will also be available.
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Dec. 4
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father
James Podlesny, O.S.B.
Advent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for
Children will take place in the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at St.

Joseph Parish in Lancaster during the Tuesdays of Advent, Dec.
4, 11 and 18, from 4-5 p.m. For information, call catechist Patricia
Wang at 717-396-0635.
Traditional Latin Mass, Mater Dei Community, 5th anniversary celebration, will be held at St. Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg
Dec. 5 at 7 p.m., with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden. Reception will
follow Mass.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will hold a four-hour
vigil for the National Prayer for Life on Dec. 8 from 9 p.m.-1 a.m.
Call the parish office at 717-533-7168 for details.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father
Walter Sempko Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Laboure Church
in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard after Mass.

Education, Enrichment & Support

Harrisburg area single’s group “WinDow’S” invites

widowed, divorced and single men and women to join other singles
each month at different restaurants, have a lovely meal, great
conversation, and a chance to make new friends. Open to all ages
and all faiths. Sponsored by Father Charles Persing, pastor of St.
Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg. Call Julia for more information, 717-652-3598.
St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host an Advent
reflection morning, “I Used Everything You Gave Me,” presented
by Joan Gratto Liebler, Dec. 1 from 10 a.m.-noon. Cost is $25 due
by the registration deadline of Nov. 28. To register, or for more
information, call 570-275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org and click on
current events.
The annual Diocesan Senior Adult Ministry Winter
Gathering will take place Dec. 13 from 9:45 a.m.-2 p.m. at the

Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. This year’s theme is “Angels
Among Us.” Presenters include Mickey Minnich, founder of Vickie’s
Angel Walk; Deacon Jeffery Baylor, presenting an overview of the
Church’s teaching about angels; and Celtic and musical entertainment by Seasons. Members of all diocesan senior clubs and
guests are invited to attend. Cost is $10 per person, and includes
snacks and lunch. Register via mail to the Marriage and Family
Ministries Office, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg PA 17111,
or with Kate Neri at 717-657-4804, ext. 317, or kneri@hbgdiocese.
org.
Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts –

Applications for Girl Scout adult recognitions are due by Jan. 7,
2013. The application form may be downloaded from the Diocese’s
website (http://www.hbgdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/
ADULT-RELIGIOUS-AWARD-APPLICATION1.pdf) or contact the
Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.
org or call 717-657-4804 x327. Girl Scout Leaders are invited
to attend a meeting of the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl
Scouts and Camp Fire (DCCGSCF) Jan. 12 from 10 a.m.-noon
in the Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg. For more information,
contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804 x327.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in Berwick will host a Year of Faith program featuring

one-hour lessons from Father Robert Barron. The Catholicism
adult formation program is open to the community. The next session date, Jan. 17, is the second of a two-part session, “Amazed
and Afraid – The Revelation of God Become Man.” Future sessions take place Feb. 21, March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20,
July 18, Aug. 25, Sept. 19, Oct. 17 and Nov. 24. Watch this section
of The Catholic Witness for specific topics and details on
upcoming sessions. Or, for more information, contact the parish at
570-759-8113.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

“Simplifying Christmas”..... just when you need it

most!! The Cumberland-Perry District Council of Catholic
Women’s mini-retreat will be held at St. Joseph Church, Mechanicsburg, Dec. 1. We will begin with Mass at 8 a.m. and end at 2
p.m. Keynote by Father Louis Ogden, pastor. Program by Jan
Chaplick. Cost is $20 and includes meals. To register, contact
Mary Vukelich at 717-766-9433 by Nov. 26.
An Advent Retreat is being offered at St. Philip the Apostle
Church, Millersville, Dec. 5. The theme is “Holy Darkness.” There
will be a day session from 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and an evening
session from 6-9:30 p.m. Cost is $10 for the day session which
includes lunch, and $7 for the evening session which includes
light refreshments. For more information or to register, contact
Christine Miller, DRE, at 717-872-2166 or cmiller@hbgdiocese.
org.
An Advent retreat, “Sacred Time, Sacred Space,” will be
held at the St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville Dec. 5 from 9:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Retreat leader will be Sister Maria DeMonte, OP,
M.Div. Cost of $40 includes dinner, or bring your lunch for $29.
Register at www.sscm.org or call 570-275-3581.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown is
offering a Parish Advent Mission Dec. 9-12 at 7 p.m. The theme of
this mission is “God, Are You On-line?” All are welcome to attend.
Sunday, Dec. 9 – “Come to the Father!” Monday, Dec. 10 – “Christ
and Him Crucified.” Tuesday, Dec. 11 – “Fire It Up!” Wednesday,
Dec. 12 – “Eucharistic Amazement.”
A retreat for parish youth ministry leaders and adults
who work with youth will be offered at St. Patrick Church Activity
Center in Carlisle Feb. 15 and 16. Jackie Francois, a singer/songwriter and worship leader from Orange County, Calif., will lead the
retreat, “Reservoirs: Receiving God’s Love.” For many in ministry,
we frequently don’t take the time to receive the love and mercy
that God has in store for us. For others, who give all of the time,
we don’t know how to receive ourselves. Join in this opportunity
explore these questions and be filled with the love of Our Lord.
Cost is $25 per person. For more information, contact Joe Goodman at jgoodman@saintpatrickchurch.org or 717-713-8772.
Join a Year of Faith pilgrimage to Marian Shrines in
Portugal, Spain and France July 15-26, 2013. We have especially set extra days in Fatima and Lourdes for private prayer
and devotions. Other sites to be visited on the pilgrimage include
Coimbra, Salamanca, Alba de Tormes, Avila, and Burgos. In Paris
we will visit the Chapel of the Miraculous Medal at Rue de Bac,
Shrine of Saint Vincent de Paul, Notre Dame Cathedral, and the
Basilica of Sacre Coeur. Roundtrip airfare and airline taxes/fuel
surcharges, 10 nights accommodation in First Class/4 star hotels,
breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation by private deluxe
motorcoach, train tickets from Lourdes to Paris, all entrance fees,
Daily Mass, and more for $3,789 per person/double occupancy.
For complete details on this or other pilgrimages, contact Karen
Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com.
Year of Faith Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi &
Lourdes, October 7-17, 2013: Father John Bateman, of Saint

Andrew the Apostle Parish, Waynesboro, invites you to join him
on an incredible Year of Faith Pilgrimage. Highlights of the journey
include: the Roman Basilicas, the Sistine Chapel, Assisi, all the
sights and events of Lourdes, France (including an opportunity
to experience the Miraculous Baths), and a brief visit to Paris-including Rue de Bac Chapel (the Miraculous Medal), Notre Dame
Cathedral, and the evening free to explore Paris on your own. The
trip includes: Round-trip airfare from Dulles; 4 full days in Rome;
1 day in Assisi; 2 ½ days in Lourdes; 1 day in Paris; all breakfasts
& dinners (excluding beverages); 4-star hotels; English speaking guides; Daily private Mass; taxes & fuel charges (subject to
increase 30-days prior due to economic circumstances); tips and
entry fees. Total cost is approximately $3,959 per person, double
occupancy. For information or a brochure and/or registration form,
please email: frbateman@standrewwbo.org.

Christmas Bazaars

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove is

hosting its annual Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 1 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch will be available, including homemade soups
and pies.
St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will hold its Christmas
festival in the parish center Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Breakfast
with Santa from 9-10 a.m. ($5 photos with Santa to follow), silent
auction, Advent Avenue with Sister Jane, music, caroling, food,
bake sale, children’s crafts, games, and religious items sale.
Bingo will be held from 10-11 a.m. and noon-1 p.m. Tickets for
bing are $15 or both games for $25. Tickets for bingo are limited;
call Alice at 717-292-1016.
St. Philip the Apostle Parish’s Women’s Auxiliary
in Millersville is sponsoring a Christmas craft show with more

than 50 crafters Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in the parish gym and
classrooms. The Lancaster Friends of the Library will sell quality
used books. Admission and parking are free. The kitchen will
be open for hot and cold sandwiches, soups, snacks and baked
items.
St. Peter’s Council of Catholic Women will hold their
annual Christmas Bazaar Dec. 1 and 2 in the Parish Center,
Second and Union Streets, Columbia, and will feature handmade craft items, specialty baskets and homemade desserts. A
light meal will be served beginning at 6 p.m. on Saturday, and
will include homemade soups and sandwiches along with drinks
and desserts. On Sunday, a full-course, all-you-can-eat pasta
dinner complete with meatballs, soup, salad & Italian bread will be
served from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance
through the Parish Office or at the door the day of the event.
Sunday morning will feature a continental breakfast including
homemade sticky buns. The donation for the dinner, which is open
to the public, is $7 for adults, $4 for children, and free for children
under three years of age.

St. James Parish in Lititz will hold a Bingo on Nov. 25 in
the parish hall. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., Bingo at 2 p.m. Twenty
regular games, $1,000 jackpot, 50/50 specials, food. Cost is $15.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in Harrisburg

will have a perohi sale on Wednesdays and Saturdays through
Dec. 15 in the parish hall at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg. The
sales will take place on Wednesdays from noon-1 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.
org for more information. Perohi will be sold sold frozen for $5.50
per dozen. Fillings available will be potato & cheese, cabbage,
prune, sauerkraut, farmer cheese and apple. Cooking directions
provided. Proceeds benefit parish educational activities.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will hold its first
Breakfast in Bethlehem Dec. 1 from 8-11 a.m. This morning is
much more than breakfast, although a full breakfast is served by
the Knights of Columbus. Father Michael Rothan, pastor, will perform two one-man-shows telling the Nativity Story from another
perspective. There will be a live Nativity outside, and inside the
marketplace at Bethlehem amidst other activities. Call the parish
at 717-533-7168 for reservations and seatings.
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Harrisburg will hold a Cookie Exchange and Advent Tea on

Dec. 1 from 1-3 p.m. This is a great way to ready your pantry for
the holidays with a new variety of cookies or holiday treats. All
guests are asked to bring 6 dozen cookies/treats packaged by
the half dozen. Remember to bring a bag/basket to collect your
cookies for transport home. You are encouraged to bring a dish
or tray of tea-time treats to share at the “Tea Table.” Donation of
non-perishables for the parish food bank will also be accepted.
RSVP to pamela.kotz@gmail.com if you plan to attend or need
more information.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall is holding
its annual Advent Breakfast with St. Nicholas on Dec. 2 from 7:30
a.m.-noon in the parish social hall. Menu includes scrambled
eggs, home fries, French toast and pancakes; ham steak, sausage, bacon; toast; juice, hot chocolate, coffee and tea. Tickets
are $7 at the door; admission for children 10 and under is free.
We will also be featuring a basket raffle. Please join us for good
food, fellowship and St. Nick too!
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will host its
First Friday Dinner Dec. 7 from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center on
Table Rock Road. December menu will feature “Breakfast for
Dinner” and will include pancakes, French toast, eggs, sausage,
homemade hash browns, apple fritters, juice, coffee and fresh
apple cider graciously donated by Reid’s Orchards and Winery. Selections vary each month. Adults $8, seniors and high
school students $6, children K-8 $4, children under 5 free. Take
outs available. For more info, call 717-334-4048.
St. Philip the Apostle Youth Ministry in Millersville

is planning a vendor Bingo to be held Dec. 9. Doors open at
1:30 p.m. and bingo begins at 3 p.m. Cost is $15 for 20 games
of regular bingo. Prizes are being donated by various vendors.
There will also be a Chinese Auction, specials, and a 50/50 raffle.
Food and drinks will also be sold. For more information or to
purchase tickets, contact Christine Miller, DRE, at 717-872-2166
or cmiller@hbgdiocese.org. All proceeds will benefit St. Philip’s
youth and adult chaperones’ week of volunteer service with
Catholic Heart Workcamp in July 2013.
Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School presents its
Christmas Program for grades Pre-K through 8 on Dec. 13 at 7
p.m. at the Holy Family Campus, 555 South 25th Street, Harrisburg. Come enjoy the children as they prepare to welcome the
Christ child during this joyful musical experience!
“The 3 ½ Stories of Christmas” play sponsored by
St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle starring Frank Runyeon will be
presented Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. in the Church at 85 Marsh Drive. It is
a joy-filled retelling of the story of the Light coming into the world.
The play is very much a “bring the whole family” event. Lasting only 75 minutes, children from 3-93 will be caught up in the
fun! For $5 tickets (affordable for the whole family to attend),
please call 717-243-4891 or email jfrist@saintpatrickchurch.org.
Frank Runyeon has starred in over 1,000 television shows over
the past 20 years. You may recognize him from As the World
Turns, Santa Barbara, Falcon Crest, General Hospital, LA Law, Another World and Melrose Place.
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will take
place at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg Dec. 16 at 4 p.m. as
part of the Music Under the Dome Concert Series. The event
brings together the Cathedral Choir, the Diocesan Schola Cantorum and the Bishop McDevitt High School Concert Choir. There
is a series of nine Lessons read by lectors, interspersed with
choral anthems and congregational carols. Accompanied by the
Cathedral Sinfonia and under the baton of Nicholas Basehore,
this annual music festival is a perfect way to celebrate the Advent
and Christmas seasons. A requested donation of $10 per person
may be offered at the door.

Parish, School & Organization News

Students, faculty and staff of Trinity High School
in Camp Hill raised $2,700 in their mission collection take up

Nov. 8 and 9 for the victims of Hurricane Sandy. From the collection, $2,000 is being sent to the Diocese of Trenton for Sandy
relief, and $700 to two retreat houses along the New Jersey coast
that were severely damaged.
Just in time for Christmas, the Holy Infant Parish Council of Catholic Women in York Haven is selling RADA Cutlery
and other products, including soy candles, soup, dip sauce, and
cake mixes, cookware, etc. You can see what is available, order
online, and have it delivered directly to your home, or shipped
elsewhere. Visit www.helpourfundraiser.com; Ordering No.:
504089; Password: prayer (all lower case).
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Four Years Later, Vatican Takes a
Different Approach toward Obama
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service
The day after Barack Obama won the presidency in
2008, the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, hailed his election as a “choice that unites,” exemplifying America’s ability to “overcome fractures
and divisions that until only recently could seem incurable.”
Pope Benedict XVI sent the president-elect a congratulatory telegram the same day, noting the “historic occasion” of his election.
Four years later, the Vatican’s reaction to Obama’s
re-election had a markedly different tone.
“If Obama truly wants to be the president of all
Americans,” said L’Osservatore Nov. 7, “he should
finally acknowledge the demands forcefully arising
from religious communities – above all the Catholic
Church – in favor of the natural family, life and finally religious liberty itself.”
Speaking to reporters the same day, the Vatican
spokesman, Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, voiced
hope that Obama would use his second term for the
“promotion of the culture of life and of religious liberty.”
The statements alluded to Obama policies favoring
legalized abortion, same-sex marriage and a plan to
require nearly all health insurance plans, including
those offered by most Catholic universities and agencies, to cover sterilizations and contraceptives, which
are forbidden by the Church’s moral teaching.
The insurance mandate in particular, which U.S.
bishops have strenuously protested for the past year,
has proven an even greater source of division between
the Church and the Obama administration than their
previous disagreements and threatens to aggravate
tensions between Washington and the Vatican during
the president’s second term.
From the beginning of Obama’s presidency, his

support for legalized abortion and embryonic stemcell research inspired protests by the Church and
controversy within it. Some 80 U.S. bishops publicly
criticized the University of Notre Dame for granting
Obama an honorary degree in 2009.
Yet the Vatican itself remained largely aloof from
such disputes, at least in public statements, and cooperated with the Obama administration on such
common international goals as assisting migrants,
working against human trafficking and preventing
mother-to-child transmission of HIV/AIDS.
But seeing a threat to the freedom of the Church
itself, the Vatican changed its approach and chose to
address matters more directly.
In January, Pope Benedict told a group of visiting
U.S. bishops that he was concerned about “certain
attempts being made to limit that most cherished
of American freedoms, the freedom of religion,”
through “concerted efforts ... to deny the right of
conscientious objection on the part of Catholic individuals and institutions with regard to cooperation in
intrinsically evil practices.”
Any hopes that the administration might change its
policy to the satisfaction of the Church grew faint as
the year wore on and the election drew nearer, to the
increasingly vocal frustration of several U.S. bishops.
Two days before Americans went to the polls, the
papal nuncio to the U.S. made it clear how urgent a
priority the nation’s religious liberty had become at
the highest levels of the universal Church.
Speaking at the University of Notre Dame Nov. 4,
Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano devoted most of a
speech about “religious freedom, persecution of the
Church and martyrdom” to the situation of the United
States today.
“The menace to religious liberty is concrete on
many fronts,” Archbishop Vigano said, noting the
insurance mandate, anti-discrimination policies that
require Catholic adoption agencies to place children

with same-sex couples, and mandatory public school
curricula that present same-sex marriage as “natural
and wholesome.”
Recalling persecution of Catholics in fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, the archbishop said that the
“problems identified ... over six decades ago that deal
with the heavy grip of the state’s hand in authentic
religious liberty are still with us today.”
A government need not be a dictatorship in order
to persecute the Church, the nuncio said, quoting
the words of Blessed John Paul II that a “democracy
without values easily turns into openly or thinly disguised totalitarianism.”
Jesuit Father Gerald P. Fogarty, a professor of history at the University of Virginia and an expert on
U.S.-Vatican relations, said it is extremely rare for a
papal diplomat to comment publicly on a host country’s politics in such a way. The closest thing to a
precedent in the U.S., Fogarty said, occurred nearly a
century ago, during the Vatican’s efforts to persuade
belligerent nations to end World War I.
The archbishop’s speech would seem to suggest
that the Holy See has made religious liberty in the
U.S. an issue in its diplomatic relations with Washington. Yet Miguel H. Diaz, U.S. ambassador to the
Vatican since 2009, said that the disagreements between the Church and the Obama administration over
the insurance mandate have not interfered with his
efforts to cooperate with the Vatican on areas of common concern.
Asked whether such compartmentalization would
be possible during Obama’s second term, Diaz, who
will step down in mid-November, voiced hope that
current tensions, including the dispute over the insurance mandate, might be resolved soon.
“Perhaps my successor will not have the same
kinds of issues” to contend with, he said, “because
that person will likely have a whole set of different
challenges.”

Relic Called Reminder of Cristero
Martyr’s Courage in Preaching Gospel
By Joseph J. Kolb
Catholic News Service
When the Gallup Diocese in New
Mexico acquired a first-class relic of
a martyred saint of the Mexican Cristero Rebellion, Bishop James S. Wall
knew it was a spiritual intervention.
In April, the diocese received a relic
from the body of St. Jose Maria de
Robles Hurtado, a priest martyred in
1927 in Jalisco, Mexico, during the
Cristero Rebellion. (The rebellion is
the subject of this summer’s film, For
Greater Glory.)
One of 25 Cristero martyrs canonized by Pope John II in May 2000, St.
Jose is known as “The Madman of the
Sacred Heart,” because he promoted
greater devotion to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus through his preaching, his
personal example and his great devotion to the Eucharist.
That connection could not be more
appropriate for the diocese, Bishop
Wall said.
“Our cathedral is named after the
Sacred Heart,” he said. “There’s a reason why we got this special gift.”
The relic was a gift from Cardinal
Jose Francisco Robles Ortega of Gua-

dalajara, Mexico. Bishop Wall had it
placed in a marble plate inserted in the
altar of his private chapel to be venerated each time he says Mass there.
“I come in to pray here around 5:15
a.m. every day seeking the intercession of St. Jose,” Bishop Wall said.
“He had the courage to proclaim the
light of the Gospel, which is so important in the world that has been darkened by secularism.”
Some months before the cardinal’s
gift arrived, Bishop Wall began working with the Gallup Knights of Columbus to try to locate a relic from one of
the Cristero martyrs, many of whom
were Knights. The bishop himself is a
fourth-degree Knight.
Work began with the Knights officials at the organization’s headquarters in Connecticut. Ten months later,
the diocesan officials learned they
would receive the relic from St. Jose,
who was hanged after being found
saying Mass in the home of a family
who was hiding him.
But you could say the quest for such
a relic began after Bishop Wall’s installation in Gallup three years ago.
He began renovation on the chapel in
his private residence, using a South-

west decor of soft plastered walls,
terra cotta ceramic tile floors and
viga beams on the ceiling. The wood
facade surrounding the small altar is
adorned with stained-glass images of
saints and the Holy Family.
But something was missing.
Bishop Wall said that missing link
came to him through the Holy Spirit
while he was celebrating Mass during
Lent in 2011.
“The Sacred Heart image came to
me during the consecration,” he said.
“It was prompted by the Holy Spirit
that I needed that image there.”
An image of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus was painted below the altar,
but Bishop Wall felt one last finishing touch was needed, thus came the
search for a relic.
As a history major while attending
Arizona State University, Bishop Wall
became enthralled with the Cristero
Rebellion of the 1920s, which saw
Catholic clergy and laity taking up
arms to oppose the Mexican government’s systematic repression of the
Church and to defend religious freedom. Thousands died in defense of the
Church in Mexico before the uprising
was quelled in 1929.

“It is fascinating to think that less
than 100 years ago in a country predominately Catholic, the Church was
essentially outlawed,” Bishop Wall
said.
Not unlike the ignorance that fueled the religious laws of the Mexican
Constitution of 1917, which ultimately led to the rebellion, the bishop said
the Church continues to face assaults
from secularism and political policies
that promote abortion, birth control
and same-sex marriage.
Bishop Wall said he also shares the
message of strong faith he feels the
relic exudes with the people of his diocese, which was once part of Mexico.
He said so many martyrs were ordinary people. It isn’t until they are
called upon to defend the teachings
of the Church, he said, that they are
called to a higher order, such as the
Cristeros, that all are capable of
achieving.
Gallup, which is one of the nation’s
poorest Catholic dioceses, straddles
northwestern New Mexico and northeastern Arizona. It covers more than
55,000 square miles, serves close to
62,000 Catholics out of a total population of about 495,000.
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where it is needed most.”
A board of pastors from those areas
of the archdiocese most affected by the
hurricane will oversee distribution of the
funds to ensure they go to the people and
institutions most in need of help with
their recovery efforts.
“We have an obligation – a sacred
duty – to help those who are hurting,”
Cardinal Dolan said. “The efforts of the
Catholic Church, along with so many
other organizations and individuals, are
helping us to fulfill this responsibility to
care for our brothers and sisters in need.”
During a visit to emergency shelters, embattled firehouses and flooded
churches in Manhattan and on Staten
Island, Cardinal Dolan said he wanted
to “bring a word of encouragement or
inspiration” to people struggling to put
their lives back in order after Hurricane
Sandy.
Instead, he said he found himself being stirred by the New Yorkers he encountered.
“I got it backwards. These people inspire me! They are a living homily,” the
cardinal told Catholic New York, the
archdiocesan newspaper, as he visited
a shelter set up at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice on Manhattan’s West
Side.
“What they say to us is like a page
out of the Gospel. They say, ‘My house

CNS/ERIC THAYER, REUTERS

Residents look through photos Nov. 12 amid the debris of a house destroyed by
Hurricane Sandy in Union Beach, N.J. More than 100 people in the U.S. perished
after the storm made landfall Oct. 29 in New Jersey, causing an estimated $50
billion in property damage and economic losses. It ranks as one of the most destructive natural disasters to hit the U.S. Northeast.

Diocesan Efforts
The people of the Diocese of Harrisburg continue to offer financial support and
supplies for the victims of Hurricane Sandy. A special collection was taken up in parishes, and at press time on Nov. 16, a total of $152,000 had been donated, with figures
still coming in. Parishes, schools and organizations have also held drives for money,
food, clothing, personal care items and cleaning supplies.
Catholic Charities USA is also accepting cash donations for the victims of Hurricane Sandy. Donations can be made online at the Catholic Charities USA website at
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org. Donations also can be made by calling toll-free (800)
919-9338 or by mail to P.O. Box 17066, Baltimore, MD 21297-1066.

is destroyed, all my earthly possessions
are destroyed but I got my life, I got my
faith, I got my friends, I’ve got my family, I’ve got my community.’ That’s a
pearl of great price. Jesus said that,” he
said.
“These people are an inspiration. They
are people of tremendously profound
faith,” the cardinal added. “Faith comes
through at moments of trial, and that’s
what we’ve got now.”
After that visit, the cardinal immediately headed to Staten Island where he
spent the afternoon comforting residents
who were still reeling from the storm. He
visited some of the areas hardest hit by
Sandy, from South Beach to Tottenville.
Being with New Yorkers in the days
after the storm, Cardinal Dolan said, had
given him a heightened respect for how
they handle themselves during a crisis.
“I admired New York from afar after
9/11,” he said. “And now I’ve got a box
seat. I don’t have a box seat, I’m on the
playing field! And they’re just amazing
with the solidarity, with the compassion.
It’s phenomenal.”
After Hurricane Sandy made landfall
Oct. 29 in New Jersey, the state as well
as New York City, and Brooklyn, Queens
and Long Island were among the areas
hit the hardest. The storm surge reached
14 feet in some places, killing more than
100 people and leaving millions without
power.
The economic damage created by the
storm could reach $50 billion, according
to an AP report.

New Jersey Couple Says Sandy Didn’t Destroy Their Faith in God, Mankind
By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service
When Michael Santo returned to his Hurricane Sandy-ravaged neighborhood in Tuckerton, N.J., he was horrified by what he saw, and
then thanked God he and his wife, Barbara,
were still alive.
“It really looked like it was bombed,” Santo
told Catholic News Service as he looked at
the storm wreckage scattered throughout the
yards of his seaside community in the Trenton Diocese. “Some homes looked like they
weren’t touched at all and others were just
ripped apart.”
When local officials advised residents to
evacuate the area before Hurricane Sandy
made landfall Oct. 29, the Santos, who are
parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church
in nearby Little Egg Harbor, heeded that guidance and took refuge in a community shelter
set up in a school building further inland.
After assessing the extreme wind destruction and flooding, the retired Santos both
agreed they made the right call, but choked up
with emotion when looking at the severe damage to their home.
Hurricane Sandy swept over the U.S. East
Coast, causing loss of life and billions in prop-

erty damage, with the worst of it occurring in
New York and New Jersey.
Though the storm caused death and destruction, it also affirmed the faith people like the
Santos have in God, and mankind.
While the Santos began clearing water-damaged furniture and rugs out of their house, several people from a Methodist church offered to
help, which they accepted with gratitude.
Similar offers of assistance are happening
throughout the region, said Father Mick Lambeth, pastor of St. Theresa.
“It was almost a need for people to reach out
and help,” Father Lambeth said of his parish
of approximately 5,600 families. “We’ve had
people call from other states who have family
in this area who want to reach out in some way
to help.”
Donations have been filtering into Catholic
Charities, the American Red Cross, the Tuckerton Inter-Church Food Pantry, and potential
volunteers are coming to the church, he told
CNS.
So many offers of help came to the church,
Father Lambeth decided the parish needed to
organize the efforts, and parishioner Philip
Cross of Little Egg Harbor agreed to head
Project Volunteer. That group will help coordinate volunteers in assisting residents of nearby

barrier islands in cleaning and repairing stormdamaged homes.
Flood damage destroyed most of Michelle
Veith’s belongings in her mother’s Ventnor
City home.
So, when Catholic Charities set up a storm
relief distribution center at St. Gianna Beretta
Molla Catholic Church in nearby Northfield,
in the neighboring Diocese of Camden, Veith
went there for help, and to volunteer to assist
others impacted by Hurricane Sandy.
“I need help and they need help,” she said,
“and the only way you can really make a difference is to help others. My grandmother and
the Catholic Church taught me to do onto others as you want done onto yourself.”
Veith’s offer of help was welcome news to
Mark Taylor, director of veterans services for
Catholic Charities of the Camden Diocese,
who is one of the coordinators for relief efforts
in the region.
Camden’s Catholic Charities agency also
has welcomed other partners at the distribution
centers it has set up, such as the American Red
Cross, to serve hot meals, give out clothes,
nonperishable food and bottled water, Taylor
told CNS as he helped give out staples to displaced families Nov. 5.
“We have a lot of resources we can offer,

but with the magnitude of what’s happened
here, nobody can do it alone,” he said. “We
try to partner with as many community organizations, religious organizations, anybody who
wants to give back. We appreciate all of the
help people have given us in this effort.”
Sandra Vitelli of Orangeburg, N.Y., said the
storm crushed her spirits when she arrived at
her Tuckerton vacation house to find terrible
flood and wind damage, but the generosity of
her neighbors, friends and family who have
volunteered to help her clean up has bolstered
her faith.
Tragic and devastating events often bring
out the best in people and frequently bring
people who have left the Church back into the
pews, Father Lambeth said.
“I saw so many people this past weekend,
the weekend after the hurricane, who I had
never seen before, who came here just to find
hope. Just to find some kind of peace,” he said.
“Not one of them asked me for anything, except prayer.
“Religion and their faith, which may have
been far out of their mindset before, brings
them to a place where they have to go to, because there is no more stuff to hold onto,” Father Lambeth added. “They know there is hope
in their faith.”

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of
Guadalupe
16th century
December 12

Location: Saint Joseph Catholic Church
5055 Grandview Road
Hanover, PA 17331
CNS

Under this title, Our Lady is the patron of Mexico, the United
States and all of the Americas, as well as the protector of unborn
children. In 1531, she appeared in a vision to the peasant Juan
Diego, on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City, and charged him with
asking the bishop to build a church on that spot. But the bishop
demanded a sign, so Our Lady had Juan gather flowers in his cloak,
in December, to take to the bishop. When Juan opened his cloak, the
colorful image of Guadalupe was emblazoned on the cactus-cloth.
That icon is preserved in the most famous shrine in the Western
Hemisphere and Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to inspire poor
and oppressed people worldwide.

Saints

Date: Wednesday, December 12, 2012
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Please join Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
and Saint Joseph Church of Hanover as
we celebrate Mass in honor of Our Lady
of Guadalupe.
After Mass, you are welcomed to stay for
dinner.
For more information please contact:
Father James Lease at
(717) 637-5236 or lease_james@hotmail.com
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Catholic Sports Report

Delone Catholic Plays Great Match in State Final

Delone Catholic’s
principal, Dr.
Maureen Thiec,
consoles the
silver medalists
after the game.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

T

enacious, talented, tough, together and terrific
are words that could be aptly used to describe the
Squirettes of Delone Catholic girls’ volleyball team this season. They had a terrific season (25-1) that ended with their
only loss coming in the PIAA state Class AA final against
Fort LeBoeuf at Central York High School on Nov. 17.
The Bison used a strong hitting performance by outside
hitter Maria Peluso, who was not only able to produce more
than 20 kills, but was also a solid blocking force against De-

lone’s own formidable hitters. And Fort LeBoeuf, located
20 miles south of Erie, used a savvy dink offense that found
holes in Delone’s middle interior to win the match in four
sets.
But this was a well-played match that could have gone either way. After the Bison won set one handily, the Squirettes
came up with a 6-0 run to start the second and easily evened
the match. The pivotal third set was tight the whole way
until the Bison nailed a couple of hits down the line to grab
the set and the lead. Again, the Squirettes used a 7-point run
to go up in the fourth set but the Bison went on an 8-2 run to
end the match. If Delone could have extended it to five sets,
in which they were 5-0 this season, they might have been a
good bet to win. Give the Bison credit for stepping up and
putting away a great Delone team. These teams were evenly
matched, proven by the number of extended rallies.
“This team had great chemistry, but then every team I
have had here at Delone has had that – that’s a given at this
school,” head coach Jason Leppo said after the disappointing defeat. “But this team had such great heart. It is a great
group of young ladies and there are a million things I’ll remember about them. It’s more than the wins and losses; it’s
the laughter, the smiles, the encouragement …. The state final was an incredible experience, once in a lifetime thing for
these girls, and they will never forget it. And neither will I.”

Delone’s
Hannah
Lawrence,
team’s
libero,
makes a
pass.

Delone’s
hitters had
their hands
full with the
Bison’s superb
hitting game.

Senior setter
Meghan
Stambaugh
readies to
set the ball.

