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Abigail Jacoby reflects
during Mass for her First
Holy Communion at
St. Joseph the Worker
Church in Bonneauville.
Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden celebrated
the Mass for 13 youth
there. See page 15.
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Ascension Thursday ~
May 17

HHS Mandate Encroaches on Fundamental Rights,
Bishop Tells Crowd at Banquet for ‘A Woman’s Concern
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

CNS/KAREN CALLAWAY, CATHOLIC NEW WORLD

Christ’s ascent to heaven is depicted in a stainedglass window at St. Clotilde Church in Chicago.
The feast of the Ascension, observed May 17 this
year, celebrates the completion of Christ’s mission on earth and his entry into heaven.

Promoting the life-affirming
work of “A Woman’s Concern,” a
pro-life pregnancy center in Lancaster, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
urged the more than 400 people
gathered for the agency’s annual
fundraiser to continue building a
society that is concerned with the
good of every person.
“We must never cease to defend
the God-given rights and responsibilities upon which our nation
was founded: the principles of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” the bishop said. “We must
also understand that each person,
each community, each faith-based
organization, each fraternal group
should be permitted to contribute
to the common good of our society
in a way that is commensurate with
their values and their ability to be
able to do so.”
As guest speaker for the banquet,
held at Calvary Church in Lancaster April 26, the bishop took the opportunity to speak about the Health
and Human Services’ mandate requiring health plans to cover contraception, sterilization and abor-

tion-inducing drugs. The mandate
would force religious institutions
to provide coverage for these services, regardless of their religious
beliefs. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops continues
to lead efforts against the mandate,
which threatens religious liberty.
In his speech, Bishop McFadden
pointed out that the HHS mandate
redefines religion and healthcare.
“From the perspective of religion,
for the first time in the history of
our country, our administration has
chosen in its regulations for healthcare to define what constitutes religion, whereby it limited our constitutional guarantee to freedom
of religion to be more freedom of
worship,” Bishop McFadden said.
“It narrows the scope of religion
to include merely those practices
which take place within the walls
of a church or a synagogue,” he
said. “Believers of any faith are being constrained to keep their faith
out of the marketplace and out of
the public square.”
He pointed out that hospitals and
universities founded by religious
institutions can freely operate according to their faith provided that
they serve and employ only those

people of that same faith.
“For the Catholic Church, this encroachment cripples the good work
that our agencies have been able to
accomplish through its hospitals,
universities and other charitable
organizations,” Bishop McFadden
remarked.
He noted that the Church, for example, has been at the forefront of
the battle against human trafficking,
but was recently forced to discontinue its ministry to those victims
when the government rescinded its
financial grants because the Church
would not comprise moral teaching
by offering contraception and abortion to human trafficking victims.
The second point of contention
with the HHS mandate, the bishop
said, is its redefinition of healthcare.
“In the vision of the current administration, women’s healthcare
is defined principally by access to
contraceptives, abortifacients and
sterilization,” the bishop stated.
“From the perspective of the
Catholic Church, babies are not
a disease but a precious gift from
God,” he said.
“Those who work so intimately
More HHS MANDATE, page 5
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Local Church News

St. Peter School in
Elizabethtown to Close
St. Peter Parish School in Elizabethtown, will close in June at the end of this
academic year. This decision was made
by the parish due to growing financial
challenges from declining enrollment.
The parish has operated the school since
1958.
In recent years, St. Peter Parish has
worked with Mary, Mother of the Church,
Mount Joy, and St. Richard in Manheim
on a plan to form a regional school. This
was because of an aging school building
and limited classroom space in Elizabethtown as well as demographic trends
in the area. The regional school was to
be at the campus of Mary, Mother of the
Church Parish. That site is centrally located and has a portion of the structure
needed to operate the program already
in place. Recently, after several years of
planning and consultations in the parishes and with diocesan boards, the project
was placed on hold. The economic climate has slowed building in the area, and
has adversely impacted the ability of the
parishes to undertake a significant building project at this time.
St. Peter Parish continued during this
time with their school program, in spite
of falling enrollments, in the hopes that
the school would become part of the new
regional school. Unfortunately, with the
postponement of the regional school
project and the number of students registered for next year falling to only 51
students, the realization of sustaining
St. Peter School was no longer feasible.
This year the school enrollment was
63 students, down from 87 students in
2008. The decreasing enrollment, combined with increasing fixed costs, placed
growing financial responsibilities on the
parish. These two factors led to the decision by the Pastor, Father David Danneker, to consult with his parish advisory
groups including the Education Advisory
Board, school parents, faculty and principal, Parish Pastoral Council and Finance

Council. Budget estimates for next year
would call for the parish to spend 49% of
its ordinary income to operate the school.
At this level, the Parish Finance and
Pastoral Councils recommended to Father Danneker that the program was unsustainable as the only viable solution
was building the regional school. Father
Danneker, in keeping with diocesan procedures, sent a letter to Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden requesting permission to close
the school. In the letter, Father Danneker
stated his desire to help parishioners who
wish to attend another Catholic school,
“While the opportunity for a Catholic
education at St. Peter will no longer be
an option, the opportunity at any of the
four schools that surround us will be a
priority.”
Bishop McFadden, knowing “that this
is a difficult decision to make,” has granted permission for the school to close. In
his response, he wrote, “I empathize with
all in the parish and school community
at the sorrow that accompanies this decision. I am especially mindful of the dedicated administration, teachers and staff
that have valiantly maintained the Catholic school mission over the course of its
existence. I assure them of my prayers at
this time.”
The families of current students will
receive guidance from the school and
the diocesan education office to help
them transition to other opportunities
for a Catholic education. Seven Sorrows
School in Middletown, St. Joan of Arc
School in Hershey, and Our Lady of the
Angels School in Columbia are current
alternatives for many of the students now
enrolled at St. Peter’s. Open houses and
informational meetings at these schools
will be announced in the near future.
School staff members will also be assisted by diocesan offices during this difficult time of transition with the various
details needed to end a parish school program.

May 11 – Mass for PA Bar Association, Saint Mary Church, Lancaster,
7:30 a.m., Vocation Day, St. Anne School, Lancaster, 8:45 a.m.;
Confirmation for Adams Deanery, St. Vincent de Paul Church,
Hanover, 5:30 p.m.
May 13 – Confirmation for Dauphin Deanery, St. Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 2 p.m.
May 14 – Catholic Charities Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic, Blue
Ridge Country Club, 11 a.m.
May 15 – College of Deans Meeting, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 11 a.m.; Confirmation for Cumberland/Perry Deanery, St.
Patrick Church, Carlisle, 5:30 p.m.
May 16 – Installation of Archbishop William Lori, Baltimore, 11 a.m.
May 19 – Diaconate Ordination of Kevin Kayda, II, Stephen
Kelley, Matthew Larlick, Daniel Richards and Mark Wilke, St.
Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.; Dedication of 9/11 Chapel,
Letterkenny Army Depot, 3 p.m.
May 20 – Confirmation for Northumberland Deanery, Our Lady
Help of Christians Church, Lykens, 1 p.m.
May 23 – Seminary Review Board, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg,
9:30 a.m.; Bishop McDevitt High School Baccalaureate, 7 p.m.
May 24 – Lancaster Catholic High School Graduation, 7 p.m.
May 25 – Lebanon Catholic School Baccalaureate, 10 a.m.; York
Catholic High School Graduation, 7:30 p.m.
May 26 – Diaconate Ordination of David Hall, St. Joan of Arc
Church, Hershey, 10 a.m.; Vigil for Pentecost, Holy Name of Jesus
Church, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
May 27 – Reunion Mass for Saint Stanislaus School, Shamokin, 1 p.m.

York Catholic
High School Names
New Principal
Katie Seufert has been appointed as Principal of York Catholic High
School, beginning July 1, 2012. Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan
Secretary for Education, made the announcement.
Seufert succeeds George E. Andrews, Jr., who is accepting a position as President at Mount St. Joseph’s High School in Baltimore.
Seufert is a 1996 graduate of York Catholic and taught Geography
and History there in 2005-2006. She currently teaches Global Studies and American Cultures at York Suburban High School, and previously taught Women’s Studies, Cultural Diversity, and Comparative
Religions there. She was also a History and Computer Science teacher
at John Carroll School in Maryland. Seufert earned a B.S. degree in
Social Studies Education from Elizabethtown College and an M.Ed.
degree in Administration and Supervision from Loyola College in
Maryland.
Seufert is a fourth generation student to attend Catholic schools on
both sides of her family and she says, “Serving the institutions that
have helped shape me has always been my goal. My educational philosophy is guided by the core principles of love, faith, and fairness
and my work is always with one goal in mind and that is to provide
the greatest opportunity for students to be successful. I believe that is
what needs to be at the heart of all decisions in education.”
York Catholic School Board President, Steve Carr, led a search
committee through an extensive interviewing process with each of the
candidates and was pleased with the committee’s unanimous decision
to approve Seufert for the job. He said, “The Search Committee was
extremely impressed with her faith, passion, intelligence, leadership
skills, vision, and interpersonal skills. We expect that Katie will be
able to lead the school forward spiritually and academically so that
York Catholic will continue to maintain its excellent reputation and
strive to achieve even greater heights.”
Father Edward Malesic, Pastor of Holy Infant Parish in York Haven,
a member of the school’s Board of Directors and search committee,
was impressed with Seufert’s commitment to Catholic education, saying, “Mrs. Seufert brings to the York Catholic High School community a deep love of the Catholic faith and a strong commitment to
forming young people in the light of the Gospel. As a Catholic School
graduate herself, she already understands the importance of Catholic
education. As a parent, she also understands the challenges parents
of faith have of handing on Catholic teachings, morals, and values to
their children. The area pastors and the board look forward to working
with such a capable and committed principal, who will bring out the
best qualities of a truly Catholic Education to our high school.”
Mary Ann Burnside, York Catholic faculty representative to the
Board of Directors, said, “It was evident that the most impressive
quality about Mrs. Seufert is her understanding and commitment to
the mission of York Catholic. She is a faith-filled individual who
comes highly recommended and ‘bleeds green and gold.’”
The appointment of a secondary principal is made by the Secretary
for Education, upon the recommendation of the Board of Education
for the local school.

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women Second Annual Retreat
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, MD
June 8–10, 2012
(Friday evening until Sunday noon)
Meals begin with Dinner on Friday
and end with Sunday Breakfast
Retreat Master:
Reverend Michael W. Rothan,
Pastor of Saint Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey
Cost is $135-$170 per person depending on accommodations
RETREAT IS LIMITED TO 150 WOMEN
ALL HOUSING IS HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE
Parking lots with handicapped parking are available outside all facilities
To register, or to check on housing availability, contact
Barbara McCarthy at 717-534-1858 or FranBarbMc@aol.com.
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Think Big When Honoring Mary in May
By Father John Catoir
Catholic News Service
God wants us to honor Mary on earth as she is honored in heaven, not
merely in our private devotions, but also by creating public gatherings
in her honor. As we enter the month of May, we may want to think
of ways to show honor to Mary.
Remember: We worship God, but we honor Mary.
Why? Because Jesus honors her, and because everything she
does is designed to call us back to him.
She is honored around in the world in various ways and many
flock to pilgrimages at some of the shrines where she is venerated. Pilgrimages to her shrines, the sites of Marian apparitions,
are ways some around the world show honor.
In Mexico, Mary receives the homage of Catholics as “Our
Lady of Tepeyac,” where she appeared to Juan Diego on a
hill. The year was 1531 when Mary asked the indigenous
Juan Diego to build a chapel on the site, just outside
Mexico City, so she could show compassion and
love to her devoted people.
The chapel grew to become a
magnificent basilica visited annually by millions from around
the world who venerate Our
Lady of Guadalupe on that
site.
Various shrines in France
honor her in a variety of ways,
also at spots where she appeared.
In 1830, Sister Catherine Laboure, a postulant of the Daughters of Charity in Paris, awoke
from her sleep to see a small
child by her bedside who said,
“Come to the chapel now because the Holy Virgin is waiting
for you.” Catherine went to the

chapel and found it lit. A beautiful lady appeared and said to her, “My child, God
wishes you to undertake a mission.”
Our Lady wanted a medal made with the picture of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the front, and an oval frame on the
back with the words, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.”
Miracles of healing have been associated with that medal.
In the French village of La Sallette, in 1846, Our Lady appeared to
two children. She was crying as she spoke to the little girls Maximin and
Melanie: “There are none who go to Mass on Sunday, and too many
swear, using the name of Jesus.”
Mary warned that there would be disasters if the people did not convert. She encouraged the children to make her message known to all
people and called for prayer and repentance.
On Feb. 11, 1858, Mary appeared in Lourdes to a poor, sickly girl
named Bernadette. Bernadette said the lady wanted a chapel built in
her honor. Disbelievers spoke out against her. Bernadette was directed to ask the lady her name. On the last of 19 appearances,
Mary gave her name in these words: “I am the Immaculate
Conception.”
Our Lady continues to confound the skeptics of the
world through millions of miracles down
through the ages, miracles performed by
her divine Son. Every year, millions of
pilgrims visit her shrines.
Our private devotions are good. So, too,
our liturgical prayers, but we can do more.
The laity, after obtaining permission from
their respective bishop, can organize a Marian event anywhere they choose. Hold it in
her honor and open it to everyone for free.
Think big and choose a site, a public stadium, perhaps, and publicize it widely, sing
her praises, and, of course, honor Jesus
with a Mass at the end.
Heavenly hosts will join you and the
world will see your love shining forth.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The statue of the Blessed Mother at the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md.

The 15 Promises of Mary to
Front
Cover Art Christians Who Recite the Rosary
The cover image of seminarians and
clergy recessing from St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg at the conclusion
of the Chrism Mass was taken by Emily M. Albert, The Catholic Witness.
Centerfold images included in
the Pentecost Collection promotion,
showing the ordination of Father Brian
Wayne to the priesthood, deacons carrying the oils at the Chrism Mass, and
the celebration of Msgr. Vincent Topper’s 75th anniversary were also taken
by Emily M. Albert, The Catholic Witness.

1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me
by the recitation of the rosary, shall receive signal graces.
2. I promise my special protection
and the greatest graces to all those
who shall recite the rosary.

3. The rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will destroy vice,
decrease sin, and defeat heresies.
4. It will cause virtue and good
works to flourish; it will obtain for
souls the abundant mercy of God; it
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will withdraw the heart of men from
the love of the world and its vanities,
and will lift them to the desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would sanctify themselves by this means.

5. The soul which recommends itself
to me by the recitation of the rosary,
shall not perish.
6. Whoever shall recite the rosary
devoutly, applying himself to the consideration of its sacred mysteries shall
never by conquered by misfortune.
God will not chastise him in His justice, he shall not perish by an unprovided death; if he be just he shall remain in the grace of God, and become
worthy of eternal life.
7. Whoever shall have a true devotion for the rosary shall not die without
the sacraments of the Church.
8. Those who are faithful to recite
the rosary shall have during their life
and at their death the light of God and
the plenitude of His graces; at the moment of death they shall participate in
the merits of the saints in paradise.
9. I shall deliver from purgatory
those who have been devoted to the
rosary.
10. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a high degree of glory
in heaven.

11. You shall obtain all you ask of
me by the recitation of the rosary.
12. All those who propagate the holy
rosary shall be aided by me in their necessities.
13. I have obtained from my Divine
Son that all the advocates of the rosary
shall have for intercessors the entire
celestial court during their life and at
the hour of death.
14. All who recite the rosary are my
sons, and brothers of my only son Jesus Christ.
15. Devotion of my rosary is a great
sign of predestination.
(Given to St. Dominic and Blessed
Alan)
Imprimatur: Patrick J. Hayes, DD,
Archbishop of New York
Note: Taken from the original. Those
cases in which the masculine pronouns
are used for human persons, e.g. men,
mankind, sons, of course apply to both
men and women, sons and daughters.
Note: Predestination in #15 to be understood as the Catholic Church understands this term. See Catechism
of the Catholic Church, #’s 257, 600,
1007, 2012, 2782, 2823
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The Most
Cherished
of American
Freedoms

HHS Mandate
Continued from 2

with ‘A Woman’s Concern’ know
all too well the panic and anxiety
of unexpected pregnancies among
young women and in low-income
families,” the bishop remarked.
“But even in those cases, when
God gives the unexpected gift of a
so-called ‘unplanned pregnancy,’
From the United States
our social response needs to be
Conference of Catholic Bishops
something more than capitalizing
on their fear and disappointment.”
In 1634, a mix of Catholic and Protestant settlers
When women and men find
arrived in Southern Maryland from England aboard
themselves with the unexpected
the Ark and the Dove. They had come at the invitagift of life, “our society cannot retion of the Catholic Lord Baltimore, who had been
spond with the heartless and selfgranted the land by the Protestant King Charles I
ish choice of abortion,” Bishop
of England. While Catholics and Protestants were
McFadden said. He pointed to
life-affirming services like prenakilling each other in Europe, Lord Baltimore imagtal and postnatal care, adoption
ined Maryland as a society where people of difand parental education that proferent faiths could live together peacefully. This
life ministries offer to help parents
vision was soon codified in Maryland’s 1649 Act
choose life.
Concerning Religion (also called the “Toleration
Pointing to medical research on
Act”), which was the first law in our nation’s histhe serious side effects and health
risks associated with the birth contory to protect an individual’s right to freedom of
trol pill, and noting the Church’s
conscience.
position on artiMaryland’s early history
ficial birth conteaches us that, like any
trol, the bishop
freedom, religious liberty
offered:
“We
requires constant vigilance
would like to see
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
and protection, or it will distrue healthcare Bishop Joseph P. McFadden speaks about the Health and Human Serinclude
absti- vices’ mandate and its encroachment on religious liberty during a fundappear. Maryland’s experinence
programs
ment in religious toleration
raising dinner in Lancaster for “A Woman’s Concern.” A pro-life pregnanTo learn more about our first freeth
ended within a few decades. dom, and to send your message to and, although it cy center marking its 40 anniversary this year, “A Woman’s Concern”
may seem like a offers pregnancy testing, material assistance, counseling and support to
The colony was placed under HHS and Congress telling them to
long shot, ethical women and their families facing a challenging pregnancy.
royal control and the Church stand up for religious liberty and formation which
conscience rights, go to www.hbgand thriving society that seeks not to must all be able to participate in
of England became the esdiocese.org/conscience or www.pa- shapes hearts and
tablished religion. Discrimi- catholic.org. Thank you for joining minds to realize tear down and frighten, but rather to bringing about the common good.
natory laws, including the the effort to end this unprecedented the proper use of embrace and care for every person We cannot allow values that may not
loss of political rights, were government coercion of conscience one’s human sex- made in the image and likeness of be in concert with the secular huuality, respect for God.”
manist philosophy to prevent us from
enacted against those who and intrusion in religious affairs.
its creative powExpressing his prayer for contin- doing good in our society. We need
refused to conform. Cathoer, and reverence
lic chapels were closed and
for its proper place in the context ued dialogue and efforts to build a everybody to have their oar in the
Catholics were restricted to practicing their faith in
of a loving marriage. This ulti- society that is free to pursue life, water. We should not and cannot be
mately will help to build a strong Bishop McFadden remarked, “We excluding people from doing good.”
their homes. The Catholic community lived under
this coercion until the American Revolution.
By the end of the 18th century our nation’s founders embraced freedom of religion as an essential
condition of a free and democratic society. So when
the Bill of Rights was ratified, religious freedom
had the distinction of being the First Amendment.
Religious liberty is indeed the first liberty.
need to speak up vigorously for our rights and press our
By Nissa LaPoint
This is our American heritage, our most cherished
elected representatives to do the same.”
Catholic News Service
freedom. If we are not free in our conscience and
In his e-book, he further discusses the current state of
At the heart of defeating attacks on the country’s religious American society and global threats to practicing the faith.
our practice of religion, all other freedoms are fragliberty is the need for faithful to rebuild a Christian culture Christianity is now more than ever under attack, he says.
ile. If our obligations and duties to God are impedA reported 70 percent of the world’s people live in nations
that serves as the essence of a democracy, Philadelphia Archwhere religious liberty is gravely restricted, which makes it
ed, or even worse, contradicted by the government,
bishop Charles J. Chaput wrote recently.
In his new e-book titled “A Heart on Fire: Catholic Wit- a global crisis, he notes.
then we can no longer claim to be a land of the free.
America specifically was founded on the ideas of religious
ness and the Next America,” the former Denver archbishop
Is our most cherished freedom truly under threat?
discusses the ties between religious freedom and a good so- coexistence, yet the court system and elected leaders have
become increasingly hostile to the practice of Christianity in
ciety.
Among many current challenges, consider the republic, he said.
The
American
experience
of
personal
freedom,
he
said,
is
cent Department of Health and Human Services
“I think there’s a much more aggressive secularism at
in fact inconceivable without a Christian grounding.
(HHS) mandate requiring almost all private health
“Modern ideas about human dignity, rights, obligations work in American life today. Religion gets in the way of
and freedom are the child of Western culture, and Western what some people see as progress on issues like abortion,
plans to cover contraception, sterilization and aborculture is a child of Christianity,” Archbishop Chaput told bioethics and sexuality,” Archbishop Chaput told the Regtion-inducing drugs. For the first time in our history,
ister. “Christianity requires not just personal conversion but
the Denver Catholic Register, archdiocesan newspaper.
public witness in a believing community and moral engageAlthough
American
culture
today
is
nothing
like
the
the federal government will force religious instituFounding Fathers’ society in early America, Christianity ment with society. That’s inconvenient if you want to rewire
tions to facilitate drugs and procedures contrary to
remains the moral framework of the Western world, which the country’s moral framework.”
He concludes his book by reiterating Catholic faithfuls’
our moral teaching, and purport to define which remust recognize religious liberty as a natural right to all of
call to restore Christian culture in America – to set the world
mankind, he said.
ligious institutions are “religious enough” to merit
“What Christianity does so uniquely and so well is to bal- ablaze with their witness.
an exemption. This is not a matter of whether conA genuinely Catholic life, among other things, should feed
ance the dignity of every individual person with our social
the
soul and mind while also recapturing the nobility of the
obligations
to
the
common
good,”
Archbishop
Chaput
said.
traception may be prohibited by the government. It
In response to these growing threats, instead of simply list- human story and the dignity of the human person, he wrote.
is not even a matter of whether contraception may
“This is the kind of witness that sets fire to the human
ing the problems with America and complaining, he added,
Christians need to construct this religious culture and pro- heart,” he wrote in his book. “It starts the only kind of revobe supported by the government. It is a matter of
tect religious liberty through personal conversion and saying lution that really changes anything: a revolution of love. ...
whether religious people and institutions may be
Our task is to start that blaze and then help it grow.”
“yes” to Christ.
forced by the government to provide coverage for
(Archbishop Chaput’s e-book is available for purchase
“The only way to do it is to actually live what we claim
to believe. Nothing is more powerful or more attractive than at www.Amazon.com, www.BarnesandNoble.com or www.
contraception and sterilization, even when it viopersonal example,” Archbishop Chaput said. “But we also ChristianBook.com for 99 cents.)
lates our religious beliefs.

What Can You Do to
Ensure the Protection
of Religious Freedom?

Archbishop Chaput Releases
e-Book on Religious Freedom

6 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, MAY 11, 2012

Faith and Life

Discover the
Father’s
Will for You…

Father Dennis
Dalessandro, pastor
of St. Joseph
Parish in Berwick,
looks at a marble
statue of St. Anthony
of Padua installed on
the parish grounds in
memory of
Anthony Cicerchia.
The statue came
from the closed Holy
Family in Scranton
and was acquired
with a donation by
Tyler and Maureen
Cicerchia in
memory of their son.
St. Anthony of Padua
joined the Franciscan
Order in 1221 and
was noted his
forceful and expert
knowledge of
Scripture. He was
declared a saint
almost immediately
after his death and
proclaimed a
Doctor of the Church
on January 16, 1946.
His Feast Day is
June 13.

Fiat Days

PHOTO COURTESY OF BILL HUGHES, PRESS ENTERPRISE

For young women to discern their
vocation and learn about consecrated life

Stay Connected – Being a Catholic today means
staying informed on the topics that affect your faith.
Two different ways that our Diocese offers you to stay
connected to important news, happenings and developments are the Diocesan Facebook page and INSIGHT, a
monthly e-newsletter. Both share important announcements, news and issue items in a quick and timely
fashion.Links to both free services can be found on the
homepage of the Diocesan website, www.HbgDiocese.
org. Please stay connected. Join today.

July 8-10
Mount St. Mary’s University and Seminary,
Emmitsburg, Maryland
Sponsored by the Diocesan Office of Vocations. Activities include Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Liturgy of the
Hours, Rosary, talks from religious sisters about vocation discernment and
their communities, recreation, sports and discussions.

Quo Vadis Days
For young men to
discern their vocation
and learn about
the priesthood

May 13: On this week’s edition of Catholic Perspective, learn about the second
rally for religious freedom, coming up on June 8 in Harrisburg. Then, Bishop Joseph
P. McFadden talks with some diocesan Catholic high school students about a subject
most fitting at this time of year, graduation. And, along with a look at diocesan news
and happenings, we’ll hear a vocation story from a priest who started out practicing
the Jewish faith. All this and more on Catholic Perspective.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays at noon
and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLANAM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM
1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670,
Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3,
Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com
at 6:30 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Son Rise Morning Show with Brian Patrick, Monday through Friday from 6 to
8 a.m. The Son Rise Morning Show is fast-paced, motivating and informational – always with the Catholic perspective. You’ll hear interviews, prayer, and current news
items each weekday morning!
Catholic Answers Live Monday through Friday at 3 p.m. Catholic Answers Live
is a daily LIVE call-in program designed to offer Catholics and non-Catholics alike
an opportunity to hear from and talk with some of the leading apologists and theologians in the Church today. Hosted by Patrick Coffin.
“Open Line” is a fast-paced call-in show, with a new host every day! Heard Monday through Friday from 3 to 5 p..m. This enables listeners to ask questions and
comment to each host’s area of expertise. Mondays: John Martignoni (apologetics),
Tuesdays: Barbara McGuigan (chastity/pro-life issues), Wednesdays: Fr. Mitch Pacwa (Bible and Church questions), Thursdays: Patrick Madrid (Church and the world),
Fridays: Colin Donovan (theology).

June 24-28
Mount St. Mary’s
University and Seminary,
Emmitsburg, Maryland
Sponsored by the Diocesan
Office of Vocations. Activities include Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass, Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, Liturgy of
the Hours, Rosary, great talks,
hiking, sports, games, bonfires
and more. Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden will celebrate Mass
and address participants of
Quo Vadis Days.

Cost for Quo Vadis Days and Fiat Days is free, due to the
generosity of anonymous donors. Find more information and
download registration forms at www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations. For questions, or to request a registration packet, call
the Vocations Office at 717-657-4804, ext. 282, or e-mail
dkerstetter@hbgdiocese.org.
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Fulfilling the Promise

An Interview on the Progress and Plans
for the New Bishop McDevitt High School
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On April 25, 2012, The Catholic Witness sat down with
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne Bednar, Principal of Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, to talk
about the construction progress, Capital Campaign and
planned opening for the new high school being build on
Spring Creek Road in Lower Paxton Township.
From her office at the current high school, located on
Market Street in Harrisburg, Sister Mary Anne spoke about
the school’s mission and spirituality, and about the anticipated move to the new state-of-the-art facility in January
2013.
The transcript of the interview is printed here. For additional information about Bishop McDevitt High School, the
construction progress and the Capital Campaign, contact
the school at 717-236-7973 or visit www.bishopmcdevitt.
org.
Q: Provide an update on the construction
of the new school and how that is progressing.
A: The project is progressing rapidly. It has been a good
winter weather-wise, so we are fairly close to schedule. Last
year, on April 14, we broke ground. Here we are a year later,
and the progress is amazing. We had a tour on-site on April
24 and had the opportunity to walk through the building.
There is much work yet to be done, but it is coming along.
Q: What makes this new facility
unique, as far as its features?
A: We are moving from seven acres where we are landlocked to 87 acres where we will have plenty of space. The
academic wing will house a state-of-the-art educational
facility with ample classroom space, a media center, computer labs, and faculty planning centers. At the center of the
building will be our chapel. This is appropriate since our
faith and belief in Jesus Christ is the center of all we do.
Our chapel in the current building seats approximately 30
people. The new chapel will hold 120 people.
The new school will have a 1,200-seat auditorium. This
will be new for us since we don’t have an auditorium in our
present building. We recently held the spring musical, and I
could not help but picture this taking place a year down the
road in the new facility. It is amazing what we do with the
space that we have. All our shows, concerts and assemblies
take place in the gym. When we celebrate Mass, chairs are
set up on the gym floor. It’s not the most conducive way for
celebrating the Sacred Liturgy, but our students and faculty
do a wonderful job in transforming the gym into a sacred
space. The new auditorium will provide a much improved
atmosphere.
Ample student parking, faculty parking, and event parking will be a plus on the new campus. We presently have
approximately 50 spaces for student parking which are assigned by way of a lottery for seniors only. Parking for
students will not be limited. We will have the

ability to hold all activities
and sports on campus.
Q: When do you
anticipate moving into the
new school, and how will
the transition occur?
A: Substantial completion is set for the end of
November, 2012. Most furniture will be new, so once
the building is handed over,
delivery of equipment and
furniture will take place. We
anticipate making the move
into the building over Christmas vacation. The faculty will
have time during the week
after New Year’s to acclimate
themselves to the new facility and set up the classrooms.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
The following week, we’ll do A classroom view from the new Bishop McDevitt High School being built in Lower
a staggered re-entry for the stu- Paxton Township.
dents. It will be like beginning
school again. We anticipate
Q: Give an update on the Capital
bringing freshmen and sophomores in one day, and juniors and
Campaign,
such as where it stands
seniors another day. This will allow us to orient two classes at
and how people can contribute to it.
a time, assigning new lockers, distributing revised schedules,
A: We have, to date, raised around $14 million. We are
and familiarizing the students with the building.
very grateful to all of our alumni, families, and friends who
In anticipation of that, we will begin school a week earlier have donated. It has been challenging to conduct a Capital
than normal this fall, on the 20th of August. That will allow an Campaign in the economic climate that has existed for the
last several years.
extra week in January.
The next few months, between now and when we move,
The faculty has been working on the transition. Each departis
a
critical time for the campaign. It’s a relatively short winment has been asked to identify and provide a list of items
dow
of opportunity for us to bring home the importance of
that will need to be moved. Students will be asked to take
this project and our ability to pay for it. We need the support
their books, but resource materials will need to be packed and
of all of our alumni and friends.
moved.
There are many creative ways of giving that are being
Q: Will there be a final event to close
the current school, and an opening
ceremony at the new school building?
A: We haven’t finalized those, but yes. What we anticipate with our students is having a celebration as we close for
Christmas vacation. There are a number of events that are in
the works for alumni. Events are also being planned for the
opening of the new campus. We anticipate next year be a year
of celebration for the McDevitt Family.

offering to our donors. No matter how large or small the
donation, we are grateful for the support of this most important project. Anyone who wishes to help is asked to
contact Cheri Comasco in the Advancement Office or to
contact me directly at the school (717-236-7973).
More HIGH SCHOOL, page 10

Q: Will activities at the new school begin as
soon as the students occupy the new building?
A: All sports and extra-curricular activities will take place at
the present location until we occupy the new building. There
have been rumors that we are going to play football in the new
stadium this fall; that will not happen. We are scheduled to complete our football games here.
For basketball, part of the season will
be played here, and when we
move and open, games will be
played in the new facility. All
the sports and activities will go
on as usual during the transition.

The chapel, fixated at the center of the high school, will seat 120 people.

The sound-proofed gymnasium walls, where the
scoreboard will be displayed.
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Bishop of Harrisburg

Pentecost Collection
May 27, 2012

Bishop of Harrisburg

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,
On Pentecost Sunday, the Church celebrates
her birthday when the Holy Spirit was poured out
upon the Apostles forming them into a community for service and mission. This solemnity reminds us of the many people throughout the history of the Church who gave their lives to spread
the love and truth of Jesus Christ. It was the Holy
Spirit who empowered them to remain faithful
and to persevere. It is that same Spirit of God
who empowers men and women today to remain
faithful and to persevere in their service amidst
the joys and hopes, the grief and anxieties of life.
As we prepare to celebrate Pentecost this year,
I invite you to reflect on the many priests who,
throughout the years, have touched your lives
through the celebration of Sacraments, their presence to you during illness or at the death of a
loved one, their counsel and example, their joy
and sympathy.
Through the Pentecost Collection, I ask you to
support financially the gift of the Priesthood in
our Diocese. The proceeds from this collection
touch the lives of present and future priests. With
your help, we educate and prepare our seminarians for future ministry. With your help, we sup-

port our priests in active ministry through ongoing formation and spiritual enrichment. With your
help, we care for the retired, disabled, and infirm
priests who have given their lives in service to the
Church. In addition to our priests, your generous
contribution helps us with the continuing formation and education of those men who have been
configured to Christ the Servant as deacons.
The Lord has blessed our Diocese with good
priests, hardworking deacons, and hope for the
future with almost forty seminarians. Without
your generous contribution to the annual Pentecost Collection, we would not be able to support
and sustain the ministry provided to the People of
God by our clergy in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
May the Holy Spirit, whose divine power consecrates men for the priesthood and diaconate, fill
your hearts with His boundless love on this day
of Pentecost.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden

4800 Union Deposit Road  Harrisburg  Pennsylvania 17111-3710
(717) 657-4804  FAX (717) 652-7547
bjmcfadd@hbgdiocese.org  www.hbgdiocese.org

4800 Union Deposit Road  Harrisburg  Pennsylvania 17111-3710
(717) 657-4804  FAX (717) 652-7547
bjmcfadd@hbgdiocese.org  www.hbgdiocese.org
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ive years ago, 14 seminarians were studying for the priesthood for the Diocese of Harrisburg. Today, that number nears
40. The diocese is called to meet a challenge: to provide for the
formation of these men who will one day serve as our priests.
The annual Pentecost Collection will take place in the parishes
of the Diocese of Harrisburg on May 27. Monies from the collection help to educate seminarians studying for the priesthood. Funds
raised also provide for the ongoing theological formation of priests
and permanent deacons, and for the needs of retired priests.
For additional information on the Pentecost Collection – including a list of ordination dates of our diocesan priests, profiles on our
seminarians, and ways to donate to the collection – visit www.hbgdiocese.org/pentecost.

Diocesan Vocation Prayer
Heavenly Father, we ask You to bless our diocese with selfless hearts
that are willing to serve You, by serving Your Church.
Lord Jesus, raise up from our homes those called by the Father:
courageous and humble men to the Priesthood,
faithful people to the Consecrated Life,
and holy men and women to the sacrament of Marriage.
Holy Spirit, help us to live our universal vocation to holiness,

by listening to the Father’s voice and responding with a sacrificial love.
Holy Mary, Model of Vocations,
teach us to hear and follow your Son.
Holy Mary, Queen of Priests,
sanctify our priests and obtain for us many more.
Holy Mary, Mother of the Church,
pray for our families and intercede for our children.
Amen.

Kevin Kayda, II, Saint Patrick Parish, Carlisle
“What I like the most about the Diocese of Harrisburg is the
fraternity between the priests and even the seminarians; it is a
great brotherhood.”

Stephen Kelley, Saint Patrick Parish, York
“I am excited about helping God’s people to
come to the joy of knowing and loving God more dearly.”

Ordination to the Diaconate

through the imposition of hands by His Excellency,
the Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden, Bishop of Harrisburg

Saturday, May 19, 2012, 10:00 a.m.

Matthew Larlick, Saint Margaret Mary Parish, Harrisburg
“I have been inspired by so many parish priests; they are true heroes
who are working so hard to serve God and His people.”

Daniel Richards, Assumption of the BVM Parish, Lebanon

The Cathedral of Saint Patrick
212 State Street
Harrisburg, PA

“In the Diocese of Harrisburg, I have received support from priests,
brother seminarians and countless faithful men and women who want
nothing more than to see me become a good priest.”

Ordination Vigil of Prayer, Friday, May 18, 6:00 p.m.

“Every vocation, especially the priesthood, is to hear God’s call and
follow him: make time to pray silently with the Blessed Sacrament,
attend daily Mass and be ready to follow Jesus.”

Join us in a Holy Hour for our seminarians who will be ordained to the Diaconate.
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, 2121 N. 3rd St., Harrisburg, PA

Mark Wilke, Saint Joseph Parish, Dallastown
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An interior view of the construction of the chapel at the new high school.

High School
Continued from 7

Q: What is the status regarding
future use of the current school
facility on Market Street? And,
what will be incorporated from the
current school into the new one?
A: Interest in the Market Street building
has been steady. Our hope is that its future use will be something that will benefit
the community. This is a building that has
served the community well, has served this
area of the city for many years. Our hope is
that in the future it will be used to serve the
community as well.
There are a number of items here that
are of special significance to the McDevitt family. For example, there is a statue
of the Blessed Mother that was given by
the Class of 1939, and it has a prominent
place here in our main hall. That statue,
and others, will be going with us to the new
school. We have designs on the side of the
gym stage. These also will be moved. The
honor and memorial bricks located at the
front entrance of the Market Street building will have a prominent place in the front

of the new building. There are many items
that we are taking with us, most important
is the McDevitt spirit.
Q: How many students can the
new school accommodate, and how
can prospective students enroll
at Bishop McDevitt High School?
A: The new school is being built for 950
students. The plan is that over the next couple of years, we will grow our enrollment to
capacity. Increased enrollment is critical to
our success.
If there is anyone who is interested in applying, it is important to note that, especially
for next year, they need to apply now. It is
going to be very difficult, once staffing and
the master schedule are in place, to increase
enrollment by any significant amount midyear. The numbers are looking good for next
year, so we anticipate an increase. I feel confident that we’re going to be able to fill the
school to capacity.
We believe we have a solid academic program. Traditionally, 95 percent or better of
our graduates go on to post-secondary education.
Our tuition rate for next year for a single
Catholic student is $5,300. The actual cost

Views of state-of-the-art classrooms being constructed at the new Bishop McDevitt High School on Spring Creek Road.
for educating a student is close to $7,000, so
all of our students, in reality, receive aid or
scholarship. That difference between actual
cost and tuition charged is made up through
fund-raising. We have a number of students
who apply for financial assistance every year.
This past year, we gave out close to half a
million dollars in financial assistance based
solely on need.
We have a broad range of students here.
We’re diverse in so many ways, and one of
them is socioeconomically. We have some
families who can easily afford this education, and we have others who really struggle
just to put food on the table. We’re willing
to work with families who really want this
faith-based education for their son or daughter.

over the years. We’ve done a lot with a little.
I think it’s indicative of Catholic education
in our country, and certainly in our diocese.
We believe strongly in the mission of
Bishop McDevitt High School. We have
many, many dedicated alumni and friends.
We have teachers and staff who go above and
beyond, day-in and day-out. It’s not about the
pay they are receiving; it’s about their commitment to the mission of the school. It’s a
mission that has been in existence since the
foundation of Harrisburg Catholic High in
1918.
Bishop Philip McDevitt saw the mission
of Catholic High as providing a quality Catholic education to anyone from our area who
wished to come. That is the same mission
that Bishop McDevitt High School has today.

Q: In a time when school
districts are cutting budgets and
programs, how is Bishop McDevitt High
School able to continue to provide a
quality Catholic education?
A: What immediately pops into my mind
is the Parable of the Loaves and Fish. The
Apostles brought a few loaves and some fish
to Jesus and he fed the multitude. I think our
Catholic schools have done that traditionally

Q: How important is it to carry that mission into the new high school facility?
A: It is critical. Our education is a faithbased education. We teach the values and
the precepts of our Catholic faith. This is so
important, especially in this day and age. It
is our desire to carry out this great work of
providing a well-rounded, quality, Catholic
education for the young men and women of
our area for many years to come.

Credit: KCBA ARCHITECTS

A rendering of the completed Bishop McDevitt High School, which is set to welcome students to its 87-acre campus in January 2013.
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The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Dr. John MacHutchin, Gary
Tressler; St. Joseph: Gregory Colone,
JoAnna Scheno, Karen Whitmoyer.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Theodore Shanoski.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Frances Fogarty, Joan Riordan.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Leonard
Morda, Madlyn G. Orlousky, Harold
Rynard, Sr.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Jim Burghard, William Freet,
Chester Wenger.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Stephen Wascko.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes:
Kevin L. Sheriff.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Harold Ditzler.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Stuart
Berwager, Dorothy Boidy, Edward
Craig, Susan Lawrence, June Mercer,
J. Carroll Smith.
HARRISBURG – Cathedral Parish of
St. Patrick: Eileen Frances Delaney;
St.
Catherine Labouré: June Knauff; St.
Francis of Assisi: Juan Pablo Claudio.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Alda Delmonico.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Carmen Barletta, Danny Ford,
Sr., Eleanor Zardecki.
MILLERSBURG – Queen of Peace:
Arlene E. D’Amico.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Nancy Bobkoskie, Helen Campton,
Violet Dudeck, Adrainne Fanella,
Thomas
(Tommy) Povleski, Thomas Scholtes,
Marion Suchanick, Gerald Witman.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Mary
Goles, Joseph Potami.
YORK – St. Joseph: C. Jane
Fitzpatrick, Glen Lofties, Amelia
Osiones, Francis P. Sneeringer; St.
Patrick: Julia Atkinson, Mary Ferlita,
Mary Kowzyha.

Sister Loretta
Marie Schultz
School Sisters of Notre Dame Sister
Loretta Marie Schultz died April 22 at
Maria Health Care Center in Baltimore.
She was 90.
Born in Camden, N.J., she entered
the Congregation of the School Sisters
of Notre Dame in 1941. During her
years in education ministry, she taught
in the archdioceses of Baltimore Philadelphia, in the dioceses of Harrisburg
and Pittsburgh, and in New Jersey. In
the Diocese of Harrisburg, Sister Loretta served as director of religious education at St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg from 1969-1971.
Upon retiring from the school setting
in 1997, she moved to Baltimore and
volunteered as a tutor at a job training
and education center for economically
disadvantaged women.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated April 26 in the Chapel at Villa
Assumpta. Burial was in the Villa Maria Cemetery in Glen Arm, Md.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Olga Tuleya.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Frank Barranco, Barbara
Dugan, Virginia Shirmer.

Please pray for the following clergy who
died in May during the past 25 years:
Father Stanley Laurinitis, 1989
Father Gerard Heim, 1991
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: David Pergrin, Sr.
NEW HOLLAND – Our Lady of
Lourdes: Carole Borelli, Jim
Cunningham, Ernest Flood,
Christopher Thompson.

Diocesan Cemeteries

HARRISBURG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13th Street
Harrisburg PA 17104
Resurrection Cemetery

116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112
Manager Ed Scholly
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
escholly@hbgdiocese.org
LEBANON
Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

MECHANICSBURG/
YORK

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055

Manager Mike Rugalla
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
mrugalla@hbgdiocese.org
LANCASTER

St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org
ELYSBURG
All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

25th Annual Pilgrimage to National
Shrine in Emmitsburg Planned
The 25th annual diocesan-wide pilgrimage to the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md., will take place Aug. 2. Bishop William J. Waltersheid,
Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh, will be the principal celebrant and homilist.
This day of prayer will offer pilgrims the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
the Sacrament of Penance, the praying of the Holy Rosary, a Marian Conference by Bishop Waltersheid with an act of Consecration to Mary, Mediatrix of All Graces, and a Holy
Hour of Exposition and Adoration with the chanting of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
The Day’s Schedule:
10:00 Orientation in the Chapel on the Hill
10:15-11:30 The Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:30 Rosary at the Grotto (weather permitting)
12:00 Holy Mass at the Grotto (weather permitting)
Principal Celebrant & Homilist Bishop Waltersheid
1:15 Lunch
2:00-2:30 Marian Conference in the Chapel on the Hill
2:45 Act of Consecration to Mary, Mediatrix of All Graces
3:00-4:00 Holy Hour in the Chapel on the Hill
4:00 Dismissal
Please come to the Shrine of our Lady of Lourdes to pray for peace, to offer the sacrifices of this day for the conversion of all hearts, for the defense of all life, for the renewal
and protection of family life in our nation, and to receive God’s blessings through Mary,
Mother of God and Mother of the Church.
Pilgrims must bring a boxed lunch and water. Lunch is not available otherwise. For
general information, contact Deacon Michael Grella at 717-939-6431 (home) or at 717379-8083 (cell), or email at dmgrella@hbgdiocese.org.

Catholic Committee on Scouting Planning Leadership
Training, Accepting Applications for St. George Trek
Adult Boy Scout leaders are invited to attend a meeting of the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting May 19 from 10 a.m.-noon at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.
Additionally, the committee will be holding its Leader Training May 19 at 1:15 p.m.
at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. The training is available for all Scout leaders in Catholic chartered units and Catholic leaders in non-Catholic units. Adult Scouters
can attend Train the Trainer, Scouter Development or the Boy Scout Religious Emblem
training held for Ad Altare Dei (AAD) Counselors and Pope Pius XII Emblem Moderators. Train the Trainer is for past AAD Counselors and PPXII Moderators who want to
train other Scouters; Scouter Development is an Adult Leader Emblem; while Ad Altare
Dei and Pope Pius XII are Emblems for the Scouts. However, adults have to be trained to
lead the two Scout emblems. Religious Emblem Counselors and Moderators should take
retraining every 2 to 3 years to keep updated. These trainings are held twice a year, once in
the fall at the Annual Boy Scout Retreat and once in the late spring at the Diocesan Center.
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is currently accepting applications, for
consideration, for high school Scouts interested in participating in the semi-annual St.
George Trek July 10-25, 2013. We are looking for two top-notch Scouts to represent the
diocese. Because the DCCS underwrites a portion of the costs, we expect the participants
to take an active role in the planning and implementation of the annual Scout retreat. We
also expect the Scouts to present their personal experiences to the DCCS and to promote
the Trek during the retreat.
For a brief description and application for high school scouts who would be interested
in participating in the semi-annual NCCS sponsored, St George Trek, visit: http://www.
nccs-bsa.org/ScoutUnits/StGeorgeTrek.php
Interested scouts must submit their application to: Diocese of Harrisburg, Office for
Youth & Young Adult Ministry, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111, by
January 13, 2013 for consideration.
For additional information on any of the Scout offerings listed here, contact the Office
for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804, ext 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.
org.

Rosemary Sonni Walsh Golf Tournament Marks 20
Years of Raising Funds for Lebanon Catholic School
Since its inception in 1992, the Rosemary Sonni Walsh Golf Tournament has raised
over $415,000 to ensure that deserving children receive scholarship to attend Lebanon
Catholic School. Many students have benefitted greatly from “Rose Grants.”
The 20th annual tournament will take place June 1 at the Lebanon Country Club. The
day begins with registration at 11 a.m. and golfers will enjoy a delicious lunch buffet until
the 1 p.m. shotgun start. Play is in a scramble format with contests as you go. Prizes are
awarded for top three teams, closest to the pin, and longest drive. At day’s end relax and
enjoy the dinner buffet in the club house. If you don’t make a day of it on the greens, you
are welcome to join us for dinner. You can attend on your own or as a guest of a player for
dinner only. Dinner starts at 6 p.m. in the club house.
Cost is $150 for a single player, $600 for a foursome, and $50 per person for dinner
only. Golf package includes greens fee, cart and golf shirt. For more information, or to
register, contact Lebanon Catholic School at 717-273-3731.

Inaugural Mitre Cup to Benefit
St. Anne’s Retirement Community
The Inaugural Mitre Cup Golf Tournament to benefit Benevolent Care at St. Anne’s
Retirement Community in Columbia will be held on Thursday, June 28 at the Bent Creek

Country Club. There are spaces available. You may either golf for Father Peter Hahn and
the North and South Lancaster team, or you may golf for Bishop Joseph P. McFadden’s
team. If you are interested in golfing, please contact Mary Jo Diffendall at 717-285-6539
or mdiffendall@stannesrc.org.
Not a golfer? Join us for the Cocktail Reception, Golf Balls From Heaven Helicopter
Drop Event, Buffet Dinner and Live Entertainment from Funky Fontana. The cost is $100
per person.
If you would like to purchase tickets for the Golf Balls From Heaven Helicopter Drop,
they are $50 each or 3 for $100. Only 375 tickets will be sold. If your numbered golf ball
falls closest to the target, you win $2,500! You need not be present to win. This is a great
way to support St. Anne’s Retirement Community, one of only two Catholic Retirement
Communities in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
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Nameless in the Shadows of the Limelight
few athletes get mentioned, and those mentioned
are the star athletes that seem to steal the limelight
from the other hundreds that also compete. Is this
wrong? Do we put too much emphasis on being
It’s hard to not be the best. We all strive to be bet- great? Is being just okay at something worth as
ter as we compete with each other. Whether you’re much as being great?
a top chef, a school teacher just waiting to reach
When it’s broken down, human nature wants to
that one student who has given up on themselves, watch the best. We watch the best pro teams, and
or maybe the starving artist or the tired athlete, we only the best athletes are recruited by colleges and
all compete in life. And no matter how hard you pro drafts. I see nothing wrong with that practice,
work, sometimes your best just isn’t…well…the but is it right to have so many nameless athletes?
best.
So while media might seem biased in its coverOn Wednesday April 25 on my drive to the of- age, really they are just giving the reward where it’s
fice, I was listening to NPR, National Public Radio. deserved. Will the Miami Dolphins or Pittsburgh
They had an interesting news report about Olympic Pirates ever get their year to steal the star light?
athletes, given that we are less than three months
Consider the NFL draft, which happened about
away from the Summer Olympics. Tom Goldman two weeks ago. There is so much focus and money
of NPR said something that really struck me:
devoted to the first-round picks. A first-round se“Sure it’s unfair - 10,500 athletes of every shape, lection can make up to and if not more than $10
size, color and skill due to compete in the London million dollars for signing with a team, whereas
Olympics, and all the attention on two of them? the seventh-round draft selection signs for about
Not that they didn’t earn advance billing.”
$230,000. Neither amount of money is little by any
The two athletes he spoke about were American means, but an almost $7 million difference is inswimmer Michael Phelps and Jamaican sprinter teresting, given that each of these college players
Usain Bolt. But it wasn’t the
have worked so hard to get to
athletes’ names that caught my
this moment. It is clear that only
“Sure it’s unfair attention; it was the statement
the best will continue to get the
10,500 athletes of every
about the other athletes who are
big bucks.
shape, size, color and
nameless.
The seventh-round draft pick,
I began to think about our loskill due to compete in
who once was the star in high
cal sports scene and how true
school or college, now no lonthe London Olympics,
this might be. How many high
ger is rewarded for that also suand all the attention on
schools do we have competing
perior ability. They will toil on
two of them?
throughout the area and seemthe practice field making the suingly we only notice the same
Not that they didn’t
perstars shine.
few over and over again in the
earn advance billing.”
Just like pro sports, Olympic
papers or on the TV sports highcompetitors
may not win gold,
~ Tom Goldman,
lights. Narrow that down even
silver or bronze, but they have
National Public Radio
further, and it seems that only a
trained the same hundreds or
Sports Commentary
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
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Will this be the only face you associate with the
Summer Olympics?

thousands of hours to be considered good enough
to go to London this summer. We may never hear
any of their names. The nameless will always have
a tough fight making it into the media. If you do
not break records or win games, you are considered mediocre, even though you once might have
been the best.
Will it be the star with the big name that you root
for, or will it be the nameless underdog?

McDevitt Shortstop
Central PA’s Hitting Leader
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Kyle Bekelja, shortstop for the Crusaders
of Bishop McDevitt, is leading all central
Pennsylvania hitters with a lusty .519 batting average hitting out of the five-hole for
the Crusaders.
The junior has had 27 hits and has tallied
14 ribbies in his torrid hitting streak. The
Crusaders are 11-8 overall and are playing
.500 ball in the very competitive Mid-Penn
Keystone division that boasts perennial
baseball powers Hershey, Palmyra and Mechanicsburg.
It’s been a hitter’s spring with consistently warm temps and dry, fast infields to
give hitters the little extra edge over pitchers. The Mid-Penn Championships are next
week, followed by the District 3 tournament where it looks as if Hershey and West
Perry are the boys to be beaten.
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Spiritual Offerings

Monthly Rosary and Weekly Traditional Latin
Mass in Lancaster. Join Lancaster area Catholics in praying the Rosary every 2nd Sunday of the month at 12:30 p.m.
in front of the Planned Parenthood on 31 S. Lime Street in
Lancaster. Following the prayer vigil, you are invited to attend
the traditional Latin Mass that is offered weekly at 1:30 p.m. at
St. Anthony’s Church on 501 East Orange Street in Lancaster.
A Caelorum will be held at St. John the Baptist
“Historic Church” in New Freedom May 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Experience Eucharistic Adoration in song. For information,
call Glenn Czaplinski at 717-993-6020.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated
by Father Walter Sempko May 20 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine
Laboure Church in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard after
Mass.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated
May 27 and June 24 at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace-Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Steelton.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Malvern Men’s Retreat Weekend Invitation: We
invite you to join the men of this diocese for a retreat at the
Malvern Retreat House the weekend of May 18, 19, and 20.
Call Larry Fox (Dauphin, Cumberland or Lebanon Counties) at
717-545-1004 or email larrypfx631@gmail.com, or Joe Spangler (York, Adams or Lancaster Counties) at 717-757-2704 or
email atcarmiesjs@comcast.net. Or, visit www.malvernretreat.
com.
A 24-hour silent, directed retreat will be offered
at Sister Jean Marie, SSCM, at St. Cyril Spiritual Center in
Danville from 7 p.m.-7 p.m. June 1-2, with an offering of $90
by the registration deadline of May 25. Stay for the silent
directed weekend June 1-3, with an offering of $155 by May
25. The retreat will be held in a contemplative atmosphere
enhanced by Eucharist, spiritual direction and quiet reflection.
To register, call 570-275-0910 or visit www.sscm.org and click
“current events.”
Jody Cole will be conducting a number of icon
writing retreats in June. June 3-8 she will be at St. Francis
Retreat House in Easton, Pa., where students will paint a
12”x16” icon of Christ the Good Shepherd. For more information, see www.stfrancisretreathouse.org or call 610-258-3053
or e-mail stfranrh@rcn.com. She will also be conducting a
workshop at St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg June 1822 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. More information is available at www.
jcoleicons.com or by calling Jody at 717-919-8791.
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown
announces dates for summer athletic camps. Football camp
June 10 -13, Tennis camp June 11-15, Girls basketball camp
June 18-22, Volleyball camp June 25- 29, Boys basketball
camp July 2, 3, 5 and 6. Visit www.delonecatholic.org for
information and registration forms.
Do you feel God calling you to a time of retreat?
Come experience an ocean of grace and tides of transformation awaiting you at Saint Mary by-the-Sea Retreat House in
Cape May Point, New Jersey. There are currently spaces
available on the following retreats: June 14-19 (4-day guided),
June 21-30 (8-day directed) and July 31-August 6 (5-day
directed). For additional information, visit: www.stmarybythesea.org.
Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp will hold its
19th Annual week of faith-filled, fun-filled activities for Catholic
Boys and Girls in grades 4 through 12 at Rhodes Grove Camp
July 30-Aug. 2. It is located off Route 11 between Greencastle
and Chambersburg. Rhodes Grove functions year-round as
a Conference Center with its own food, maintenance, pool,
and physical staff. Tuscarora XIX’s Catholic, volunteer, staff,
includes priests, sisters, a nurse, and lay persons both married and single, to lead and oversee camp activities. The daily
program includes Mass and religion activities along with swimming, waterslide, high tower ropes, swing, horsemanship,
crafts nature studies and more. Cost is $200 per camper. For
further information and application, contact: Sister Margie
Monahan, CCW, 110 South Third Street., McConnellsburg, PA
17233 or sistermargie@comcast.net.
St. Columba’s Travel Committee, the Voyagers, are
sponsoring a trip to the Canadian Rockies & Glacier National
Park in Montana. 7 days leaving Aug. 1 from Bloomsburg,
$2,845 per person/double. $300 deposit secures reservation.
Call Pat or Mike for a brochure 570-784-2230.
The Harrisburg Area Women’s Retreat Club will
hold its annual retreat weekend Sept. 7-9 at Villa of Our Lady
in Mount Pocono, Pa. Depart Holy Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg Sept. 7 at 1:15 p.m., return to Harrisburg Sept. 9 at
approximately 5:30 p.m. Contact Jo Barnes at 717-652-2868
for information and registration.
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland is hosting a motor-coach excursion (8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.) to visit the
National Center of Padre Pio Spiritual Shrine Sept. 12, 2012.
Pilgrimage includes a luxury coach, visitation to Our Lady of
Grace Chapel at the Padre Pio Spirituality Centre, the Angel
of Roses promenade, numerous side chapels, an expansive
museum, gift shop, and lunch. Cost is $39 per person. Park
free at the Radisson Penn-Harris Hotel & Convention Center
in Camp Hill. For information, call Marge Graney at 717-7741053. For reservations and menu selection, call Sheldon
Munn at 717-770-0235. Reservations due on or before Aug.
12.

Education, Enrichment & Support

Holy Spirit Hospital’s Pastoral Care Department is offering a free Bereavement Support Group/Lecture
Series for anyone who is grieving the death of a loved one,
and for those who care about friends who are grieving. The
support group will meet from 1-2:30 p.m. and 6:30-8 p.m. on
Wednesdays until June 6 in the Holy Spirit Hospital Pastoral
Care Department. To register for certain weeks, call 717-7632118 or 717-972-4255.
The Order of Malta will host “With Liberty and Justice
for Some” as part of its Defense of the Faith series May 22
at St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster. Dr. Marie Hilliard,
Director of Bioethics and Public Policy at the National Catholic Bioethics Center, will speak on religious freedom. Mass
begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by the presentation at 7:15 p.m.
For information, visit www.orderofmaltalancaster.com.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel will host a presentation on “Texting Issues” in our hall at
7 p.m. on May 23. Jean Pulaski R.N, M.Div., will be presenter
and discussion moderator. Any questions, call 570-339-1031.
A meeting of Family and Friends Concerned
about the Abuse of Drugs (FFCAAD) will be held at Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Hall in Mount Carmel May 23
at 7 p.m. Father Frank Karwacki, pastor and a member of
the Northumberland Country Drug and Alcohol Planning
Council and founder of FFCAAD, will do a presentation on
the dangers of Meth use.
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting,
the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouting and Camp
Fire, and the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry are
pleased to invite all Scouters to the biennial Adult Recognition Banquet to be held June 4 at 6 p.m. at the Cardinal
Keeler Center in Harrisburg. Join us to honor and recognize
adults in Catholic Boy and Girl Scouting who have contributed to the spiritual development of Catholic Youth through
scouting. RSVP by May 28. Remit $22/person to Diocese of
Harrisburg, Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry, ATTN
Scout Banquet, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA
17111. Make checks payable to Diocese of Harrisburg.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Theatre of Performing Arts of Southern
York County will hold its spring production, “Showtune,”
in the parish center at St. John the Baptist in New Freedom
May 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m. The production showcases the
music of Jerry Herman and is a fund-raiser for the parish and
school. For information, call Arlene at 717-235-4182.
St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon
will host an indoor yard sale May 12 from 7 a.m.-1 p.m. in
the Social Hall. Yard sale tables, vendor tables, soup and
bake sale. Call 717-450-4506 x 10 for more information or if
interested in a banquet-size table for your goods.
York Catholic High School will hold a Spring Open
House May 15 from 6-7:30 p.m. Prospective students and
their families are welcome to tour the school; talk with faculty,
staff, and students; and enjoy refreshments. For information,
contact York Catholic High School at 717-846-8871 x20.
The Trinity High School Music and Arts Festival will be held May 17 at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy the sounds of
the Trinity Jazz Ensemble while enjoying a glass of wine and
hors d’oeuvres. Sit in our relaxing courtyard and be transported to the Caribbean by the Trinity Steel Drum Band or
peruse exhibits from the Art Department accompanied by the
Shamroig Ringers. Event is free and open to the public.
The 16th annual John Waverka Memorial Golf
Tournament will be conducted May 19 at the Deer Valley
Golf Course in Hummelstown. Sponsored by St. Joan of
Arc Knights of Columbus Council #6693, proceeds benefit
Pennsylvania Special Olympics. Event time: 8 a.m. shotgun
start/4-person scramble. Fees: $65 per golfer includes cart,
green fees, steak dinner, and beverages; $25 for additional
guest dinners. Great prizes! All are welcome, including single
players. Registration deadline is May 11. Registration form
is available at: www.kofchershey.org/whatsnew.htm. For
more information, contact Ed Gliot, 717-566-3529, evgvmg@
verizon.net or Mike Waverka 717-520-1687, mikewaverka@
aol.com.
All-You-Can-Eat BBQ Chicken Dinner will take
place May 19 from 4-7 p.m. at St. Ignatius Loyola
Parish, Orrtanna. Event will be held in the Loyola
Parish Center Lower level. Meal includes: Half
bbq chicken, baked beans, salads, plus sides,
iced tea, coffee and dessert. Cost is $8.50 for
adults and $4 for children ages 6-11. Under 6 is
free. Take outs available. For information call 717-677-8012.
St. Joseph Mechanicsburg’s Youth Ministry is
hosting a Co-Ed fashion show with a message May 19 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Life and Education Center. Refreshments, time with friends & an overall fun day with people
who want to look sleek & cute in the eyes of family, friends
& peers but most importantly ~ in God’s eyes! Bring friends
& family as this night will be fun and informational for all.
Tickets are free and can be reserved by emailing Miss Jess
at youthminister@stjosephmech.org or calling 717-599-2363.
Donations are welcome to support this ministry event.
Night of Comedy, May 19 at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church on Grandview Road in Hanover. Stand-Up comedian and impressionist David Ferrell (clean comedy for all
audiences, check him out at www.larryweaver.com). Call
717-637-5236 for tickets: $20 in advance; $25 after May 13.

A basket and pottery bingo will take place in the
cafeteria at St. Theresa School in New Cumberland May 20.
Doors open at 11 a.m., with bingo at 1 p.m. The kitchen will
be open. Cost is $20 in advance, $25 at the door. All baskets
will be filled, and vendors will also be present. For every
two personal care or non-perishable food item you donate,
receive a ticket for a chance on a raffle of retired baskets. For
information or tickets, call Pam at 717-585-5904 or Marcia at
717-938-8193.
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster is
celebrating its 20th Anniversary on May 20. All alumni, former
teachers, staff and principals are invited to a reception in the
school cafeteria from 12:30-2 p.m. Come back to see old
friends and take a walk down memory lane by touring the
school. Resurrection is located at 521 E. Orange St. Call the
school office for additional information, 717-392-3083.
Tea Party for Dolly and Me fundraiser for Immaculate Conception School in New Oxford will be held May
20 from 1-3 p.m. in the school cafeteria. Vendors, American
Girl Doll Raffles, Door Prizes and more. Mothers, daughters,
grandmothers, aunts and friends are all invited. Children may
bring a doll to the tea. Cost is $12 in advance and $15 at the
door. To purchase tickets, contact ICS at 717-624-2061.
The Holy Name of Jesus Music Ministry in
Harrisburg presents “Schubert Mass in G” May 20 at 3
p.m. at Holy Name of Jesus Church. Featuring the Adult
Choir, soloists and orchestra. Free-will donations.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg is sponsoring its 13th Annual Golf Tournament at Rich
Valley Golf Course in Mechanicsburg May 25. Shotgun start
is 1 p.m. Proceeds benefit the Drexel Dream Scholarship
Fund. We welcome all golfers! Also looking for sponsors! Call
the parish office at 717-697-8716 for details.
St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist Parish in Dauphin is hosting a Reception and Dinner with
The Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden May 30 at Felicita
Garden Resort, 2201 Fishing Creek Valley Road, Harrisburg.
5:30 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres & Wine in Italian Garden, 6:15 p.m.
Italian Garden and Private Chapel Tour, 7:30 p.m. Buffet Dinner in Garden Room Ballroom. GARDENIA SPONSOR:
$500 (Admission for one to Reception, Tour, and Seat at the
Bishop’s Table for Dinner, Recognition in Program); AZALEA SPONSOR: $200 (Admission for two to Reception,
Tour and Dinner; Recognition in Program); LILAC SPONSOR: $75 (Admission for One to Reception, Tour and Dinner). RSVP BY MAY 23, 2012. Checks payable to: ST. MATTHEW CHURCH, P O Box 459, Dauphin, PA 17018. Bring
an umbrella and comfortable walking shoes for gravel paths
on Garden Tours. Proceeds to benefit the St. Matthew Capital
Campaign. Contact St. Matthew Church Office at 717-9212363 or Gina Pupo at 717-921-8305 gmpupo@gmail.com.
The first annual Bishop McDevitt Alumni and
Friends Picnic will take place June 3 from noon-6 p.m.
at Cibort Park in Bressler. Activities coordinated by Bishop
McDevitt students include face painting, football, cheerleading and lacrosse clinic for kids, alumni flag football game,
and a soccer clinic or alumni game. Entertainment by
McDevitt alumni bands and DJs. There will be raffles, games
of chance, bocce ball, tennis, horseshoes, basketball and
volleyball. Catered picnic, and a la carte items. Cost is $10
for adults, $5 for children under 12. Buy tickets at the school
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. For more information, or to
volunteer, call 717-236-7973, ext. 445. View the full schedule
and menu at www.mcdevittalumni.org.
The 4th Annual Lauren and Spencer Day
Memorial Golf Tournament and Walk will take place
June 16 as we remember Lauren and Spencer Day and
raise money to provide financial assistance to families going
through a major medical crisis. The event will be held at
Mayapple Golf Links in Carlisle with a 1:30 p.m. Shotgun
Start. The Walk begins at 3 p.m., with registration beginning
at 2 p.m. Golf Sponsorships are available. The Lauren and
Spencer Day Foundation is managed by Trinity High School.
For more information and a registration form, contact the
Foundation at 717-258-6695 or e-mail sunniside@aol.com.
Registration deadline is June 8.
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in Lebanon will hold its festival June 8 and 9 at St. Cecelia’s Parish Hall and Grounds, Lebanon. Games, great food,
bingo and music on both evenings.
Midway hours are 5-11 p.m. on Friday and 4-11 p.m. on
Saturday. A Fish Dinner will be featured on Friday starting
at 4 p.m. in the air conditioned Parish Hall, plus food stands
on the festival grounds. The Johnson Brothers will provide
the musical entertainment Friday evening, and the music of
Laredo will highlight the Saturday activities. Musical entertainment is from 7 PM-10:30 p.m. both nights. Raffle tickets
available for $10 for a chance to win 15 prizes, including a top
prize of $1,500 . Call Steve Bailey 717-273-4664 for tickets
and details.
Parish, School & Organization News
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover has the
following part-time positions available. Receptionist:
three-day a week position who would be responsible for answering the telephone, and other clerical duties necessary for
the daily operation of the parish office. Individual must have
a working knowledge of Microsoft Office applications and be
able to read, write and speak Spanish fluently. Custodian:
twenty-five hour a week position who would be responsible
for maintaining the church and any auxiliary buildings in a
clean and orderly manner. Financial Secretary: one day
a week position who would be responsible for the bookkeeping functions of the parish office and preparation of financial
information for the parish finance council. Applicant must
have background in accounting or bookkeeping. Interested
applicants should send a letter of interest/resume to Father
Jeffrey Thoms, 220 Third Street, Hanover, PA 17331 or
frjthoms@svparish.org.
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Young Church in Action
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Yacht, noun 1: a recreational boat or ship. 2: the winning word in this year’s
Diocesan Spelling Bee. Dozens of students from the diocese competed in
the annual bee, held May 3 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. This
year’s champion is Laura Weiss of St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg,
who correctly spelled “yacht” to win the bee. Second place went to Katherine
Dash of Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill, and third place was awarded to
Catherine Apgar of St. Joseph School in Hanover. The top three finalists,
shown from left, are Catherine, Laura and Katherine.

Three Generations of Catholic Scouters
Gather for Eagle Scout Ceremony

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DIOCESAN OFFICE FOR YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Senior members of the Diocesan Youth Council were recognized for their
service during an annual appreciation dinner hosted recently by the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Shown from left in the photo
are 2011-2012 Leadership Team members Lucie Loftus, chairperson; Anna
Jacobeen, co-chairperson; Melissa Krieger, secretary; and John Maculay,
communications director. The Diocesan Youth Council meets several times
a year to evaluate and plan youth events. Among their major projects are
World Youth Day on Palm Sunday and Churchstock. During the dinner, council members presented a check for $2,094.32 in support of the Pennies for
Life Program of the Diocesan Respect Life Office, monies from the Palm Sunday collection. Find more information the Diocesan Youth Council and youth
ministry events at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.

Mary Mazzarello
1837-1881
May 14

PHOTO COURTESY OF MSGR. WILLIAM KING

Msgr. William King, diocesan vicar general, and Father William Forrey, pastor,
gathered with three generations of the Turo family at Saint Patrick Church in
Carlisle to present Dominic Turo with the Eagle Scout honor. All three generations are currently members of the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting, with Dominic as the youth representative on the committee. Pictured in
the photo are, seated, John Turo, past Chair of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting, and from left to right, Father Forrey, Claire and Ron Turo,
their son Dominic, and Msgr. King.

World Youth Day, July 20-29 2013
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ - Matthew 28: 19

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden invites you to join him and
our Holy Father at World Youth Day 2013 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The spiritual pilgrimage will include a two
day retreat experience in Guadalupe, Mexico, and the
World Youth Day activities in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The Diocesan group will be limited to 200 pilgrims within the ages of 16-17 (youth) and their parish group leaders
and chaperones; young adults ages 18 (high school graduates)-35; priests, seminarians and consecrated individuals.
For information on this wonderful spiritual pilgrimage, please
contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 ext.
327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org, or visit our Web site at www.hbgdiocese.
org/youngchurch. Please be advised that seating is limited, and first round of
deposits are due by May 31, 2012.
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An Italian peasant, Mary worked long hours in the fields and
vineyards. She attended Mass frequently and joined a sodality
whose members in 1860 were asked to nurse typhoid victims. Mary
caught the fever and nearly died. Because of weakened health, she
started a dressmaking business to employ local girls. This was the
beginning of the Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco, which now has
1,400 houses in 54 countries. Mary is enshrined in Turin next to St.
John Bosco, founder of the Salesians men’s order.

Saints

Raffle to Benefit Pilgrims
The Diocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry is sponsoring a raffle
to benefit pilgrims attending World Youth Day in Rio in 2013. Donation is $10
per ticket. Drawing will be held July 22, 2012, at the diocese’s World Youth
Day 2013 Kick-Off Mass.
First prize: Gourmet dinner for four with
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at his residence
(Chef: Father Joshua Brommer, date TBD) and $500
Second prize: $500
Third prize: $250
Fourth prize: Family 4 pack Hershey Park Tickets
Fifth prize: Family 4 pack Hershey Park Tickets
Sixth prize: $100
For raffle tickets, contact the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at
717-657-4804 or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org.
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Faith and Life

Bishop McFadden Visits St. Joseph the Worker
Parish for First Holy Communion Celebration

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

O

n a stellar spring Sunday morning,
April 27, faithful parishioners at St.
Joseph the Worker Church, Bonneauville,
filled the century-old brick church to witness Bishop Joseph P. McFadden celebrate
First Holy Communion Mass for 13 second
graders.
This visit marked the bishop’s first to
the 153-year-old parish, which is located

just a few miles east of Gettysburg.
In his homily, Bishop McFadden
stressed that this day is “a great thrill for
all of us because this celebration is the heart of what it
means to be Catholic.” He continued telling the several
hundred faithful that “Jesus wants to feed us. That is what
First Communion is all about. He loves us and we must
remember that truth.”
After the homily, the First Communicants brought forward the offertory gifts and then received Holy Communion with their families from Bishop McFadden.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Abigail Jacoby receives the Blood of Christ during First Holy Communion at St. Joseph the Worker Church in Bonneauville.

Alexander Morrow, above, and Jacob Eckenrode, right, receive their First Holy
Communion from Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.
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Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Mark 50
Years of Elder Care at Maria Joseph Manor
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In the spring of 1962, two young Sisters
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius were among
the many gathered in
the chapel at
Maria Joseph Manor in Danville for a
momentous occasion.
Sister Marguerite
Hruby, a registered
nurse, and Sister Elizabeth
Ann Matonak, a dietician, had come to
serve at Maria Joseph Manor, a brand new
home for the aged operated by their religious congregation.
On that spring day, Sister Marguerite and
Sister Elizabeth Ann looked on with anticipation as Bishop George L. Leech blessed
and dedicated the new home for the elderly.
Exactly 50 years later, with afternoon sunlight radiating through the stained-glass windows of that same chapel, Sister Marguerite
and Sister Elizabeth Ann were again among
those gathered for another milestone in the
facility’s history – the celebration of its 50th
anniversary with a Mass and the blessing of
its renovated chapel by Joseph P. McFadden
on April 29.
“Thinking back to the dedication of this
complex, I never thought that 50 years later
I’d still be here at Maria Joseph,” Sister Marguerite told The Catholic Witness as she and
Sister Elizabeth Ann reminisced in the chapel, which was renovated for the anniversary.
“We were very young sisters at the time this
place was dedicated, and it never occurred to
me how long this ministry would last and how
important it would come to be,” Sister Marguerite said.
Maria Joseph Continuing Care Community
began with the establishment of Maria Joseph
Manor and has since grown into a continuum of
care for the elderly.
Greeting their first residents on March 19,
1962, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius
opened Maria Joseph Manor as a home for the
aged to assist them in their daily living. Eventually, the facility became a licensed nursing care
center and personal care home.

A number of years later, recognizing the need
for a retirement home for seniors, the Sisters
opened The Meadows Retirement Community
on the grounds of the manor in 1996.
The community offers independent living homes, townhouses and a community
center.
In 2001, Maria Joseph expanded again with
the opening of the
Emmanuel Nursing
and Rehabilitation
Center, which offers skilled services
for seniors recovering from illness
or surgery who need physical, occupational or speech therapies before
returning home.
Nazareth Memory Center, a personal care home for those who
suffer from Alzheimer’s disease
or dementia, welcomed residents
in 2003.
Spiritual, educational and recreational activities are part of daily
life for residents of the Maria Joseph Continuing Care Community.
Looking back on 50 years of
ministry to the elderly there, Sister
Elizabeth Ann remarked that the establishment and growth of Maria
Joseph Manor was possible only by
the grace of God.
“There were challenges along the
way, of course. When we wanted
to build The Meadows retirement
community, people told us that we
wouldn’t make a success of it, that it
would be impossible to take on such
a venture,” she said. “But we just
let God take care of everything. If
it weren’t for the Lord, this would not have happened. He was behind it all, pushing us and giving us the ideas and the people to make it work.”
For the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius,
the Maria Joseph Continuing Care Community
fits perfectly into the congregation’s “Four E’s”
– Education, Evangelization, Ecumenism and
Eldercare.
“This ministry is fulfilling part of our mission,” Sister Marguerite reflected. “We’ve been

“All the work that
is done at Maria
Joseph Manor,
Emmanuel Center,
Nazareth Center
and The Meadows
– though it may
come through the
Sisters and staff – is
focused on the love
of Jesus Christ for
his people.”
~ Bishop Joseph
P. McFadden,

Homily during Mass celebrating
the 50th anniversary of
Maria Joseph Manor

Inset, left: The crucifix in the chapel at Maria Joseph Manor,
where the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius have been providing eldercare for 50 years.

fortunate to see it grow and be
part of its expansion. I’m very
happy to have seen it develop,
because care of the elderly is a
very important facet of our society.”

(For additional information
on Maria Joseph Continuing
Care Community and events
planned for the 50th anniversary, visit www.mariajosephccc.
org or call 570-275-4221.)

“There are
many ways to
protect and
celebrate life.
Today, here, we
acknowledge how
Maria Joseph
Manor has, for
50 years,
nurtured senior
adults so that they
could find the
blessings in all the
days of
their lives.”
~ Sister Linda
Marie Bolinski

General Superior of the Sisters
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Sister Linda Marie Bolinski, General Superior of the Sisters of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius, welcomes those gathered at the Basilica of Sts. Cyril and Methodius April 29 for a Mass celebrating
the 50th anniversary of Maria Joseph Manor.
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Sts. Cyril and Methodius Sister Elizabeth Ann Matonak, left, and Sister Marguerite Hruby, have
been vital to the growth of Maria Joseph Manor. In 1993, Sister Elizabeth Ann was named Director
of The Meadows and Sister Marguerite was named Administrator of Maria Joseph Manor.

