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Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator, greets Megan Kowalski of Seven Sorrows Parish in Middletown during the Rite of Election. The celebration
enrolls catechumens who are preparing to be baptized at the Easter Vigil into the Book of the Elect. See page 2 for additional photos.

Father Hillier Remembered
as ‘Friend and Pastor’
and parishioners are remembering Father Hillier, who
died unexpectedly on March
At Our Lady of the Visita5. He was 63.
tion Parish in Shippensburg,
The Mass of Chrisand neighboring Shippenstian Burial was celebrated
burg University, Father DaMarch 11 at Our Lady of the
vid Hillier considered himVisitation Church, by Faself as both a pastor and a
ther Joseph Scheib, a close
friend of those to whom he
friend of Father Hillier and
ministered.
a judge in the Tribunal of
It was written in his “From Father David Hillier the Diocese of Pittsburgh.
the Pastor’s Desk” column
Burial was in St. Gertrude
that appeared in the parish’s weekly Cemetery in Iselin, N.J.
bulletin. There, he would extend inviParishioner Megan Sweger rememtations for his flock to attend upcom- bers the first homily that Father Hillier
ing events, answer questions about the gave when he was assigned as pastor of
faith, and share some personal stories. Our Lady of the Visitation in 2006. It
The columns were always signed, made two of her sons – 10 and 8 at the
“Your friend and pastor, Father Dave.”
That is exactly how family members
More FATHER DAVID HILLIER, page 14
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Archbishop Chaput Says
2015 Meeting Can
Help Transform Families
By Matthew Gambino
Catholic News Service
A powerhouse team of religious,
civic and business leaders will travel
to Rome to plan for the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia next
year.
Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput led a news conference with
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett and
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter
on March 7 at the Archdiocesan Pastoral Center to announce they will
lead a delegation March 24-26 to meet
with Vatican officials to plan the international event. They also will have an
audience with Pope Francis.

Throughout the news conference,
speakers told of their confidence that
the pope will visit Philadelphia in
September 2015 and vowed to personally convince him to make his first
pastoral visit in North America to the
city for the conclusion of the eighth
World Meeting of Families.
“I plan to extend to the holy father
a warm, vigorous and hopefully very
persuasive invitation to visit our state
next year,” said Corbett, who added
Nutter and other members of the delegation also would “sell” the pope and
Vatican officials on making a papal
visit.
“It’s only in Philadelphia that
More 2015 MEETING, page 14
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The grandeur of St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg, during the Rite of the Election on March 9.
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Rite of Election Marks Time
of Preparation for Newest Catholics
The annual Rite of Election, celebrated
on the first Sunday of Lent, is a significant
step in the process of Christian Initiation.
It formally enrolls those catechumens into
the Book of the Elect as they prepare to
receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist at the Easter
Vigil.
Some 150 catechumens gathered at St.
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg March
9, where they received a warm welcome
from Father Robert M. Gillelan, Diocesan
Administrator. He shared with them the
greetings of Bishop Ronald W. Gainer,
who will be installed as Bishop of Harrisburg on March 19.
In his homily, Father Gillelan reminded
the catechumens and their godparents,
sponsors, catechists and family members
that the Rite of Election is not an end, but
rather “the beginning of the Period of Purification and Enlightenment – the final,

Godparent Sandra Ricci, left, places her hand on the shoulder of catechumen
Jonelle Ahearn of Holy Infant Parish in York Haven during the Rite of Election.

intense preparation for the reception of the
Sacraments of Initiation” – that concludes
at the Easter Vigil.
“In the Gospel today, Jesus gives witness
to the danger of temptation as we all climb
the Holy Mountain of Easter,” he said. “We
are warned of the wiles of the devil and
how he may try to knock us off our game,
off the path of holiness. It doesn’t matter if
we are a catechumen, a sponsor, a faithful
disciple of Christ, a priest, a nun … Satan
will take his shots. As he tempted Jesus, so
he tempts us, by appealing to our desire for
pleasure, power and possessions.”
“So, armed with Lenten graces, the example of Jesus and the disciplines of Lent,
let us turn to God with all our heart,” he
remarked, “and pray for those to be elected, that the Lord will bring to fruition the
good work he has begun in them, and in us
all during this season of overflowing and
transforming grace.”

Mary Spaeder of St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey presents the Book of the Elect
with the names of catechumens from her parish to Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr.,
Diocesan Administrator. The Book of the Elect contains the names of those who
will receive the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.
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Diocesan Men’s Conference
to Examine Spiritual Combat
Dr. Ralph Martin Will Keynote May 10 Event

cus on “The New Evangelization: What’s at Stake.”
Mr. Gontis pointed out the correlation between the New
Evangelization and the spiritual combat with which men
Catholic men are invited to encounter Jesus in a proare faced today.
found way by examining ways to combat daily spiritual
“Jesus calls us to spread the Gospel to the ends of the
battles through the diocesan men’s conference set for May
world. He calls us to be leaven for the world. That will
10.
incur persecution, and so we have to put on our spiritual
The event, “Men Engaged in Spiritual Combat: Faith
armor – living a sacramental life, being devoted to prayer,
in a Secular Age,” will be held at Bishop McDevitt High
performing works of mercy,” he said. “Evangelization is
School in Harrisburg from 8:15 a.m.-3:45 p.m. It is open
all about passing on the Gospel in its totality.”
to men ages 18 and older, single or married.
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer will be in attendance. The
The conference will address the “spiritual warfare” in
conference will begin at 8:15 a.m., and the morning will
which men are engaged as they fight for good and for their
include Dr. Martin’s keynote address, a Gospel reflection,
families, said James Gontis, Director of the Diocesan Deone of two scheduled workshop sessions, Confessions and
partment for Religious Education.
lunch. The afternoon will include Adoration of the Blessed
“We are called to build up a culture of life and a civiliSacrament with Benediction and the second workshop
zation of love. We are in a fight for life and for family,”
session before concluding with the Holy Sacrifice of the
he said. “Just as Jesus laid down his life for the Church,
Mass beginning at 2:45 p.m.
men are called to lay down their lives for their wives and
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to attend
their families – this includes laying down selfishness, and
two of the more than 12 workshops that will be offered
sacrificing for them.”
across the morning and afternoon sessions. Workshop top“We should be willing to lay down our lives for Christ,”
ics include “How to Keep Your Faith in College,” “The
Mr. Gontis said, “and we should desire greatness that
Wholesome Pursuit of Leisure,” “Behold Your Mother,”
comes about through virtues like humility, obedience, and
“Chaste Living for Men,” and “Life of Prayer for the Busy
charity.”
Man.”
The conference’s keynote presenter will be Dr. Ralph
“The purpose for this conference is to have men encoun“Saint Michael Defeats Satan,” by Guido Reni
Martin, one of six laypersons worldwide to be apter Christ in a more personal way and come to deeper
pointed by Pope Benedict XVI in 2011 as a consultor
conversion, with the hope that it inspires men’s groups
for the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelization.
throughout the diocese,” said Mr. Gontis. “It’s for mar“Men Engaged in Spiritual
He is also a noted author and presenter, and has been
men, single men, men who are devout and those
Combat: Faith in a Secular Age” ried
involved in the Cursillo movement and Charismatic
who aren’t, to help them build each other up in Christ.”
renewal.
“Our faith shouldn’t be relegated to the walls of a
Dr. Martin is currently president of Renewal Minis- • May 10 at Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
church on Sunday. It should influence how we speak
tries, an organization devoted to Catholic renewal and • Keynote Speaker: Dr. Ralph Martin, noted author
and how we relate to one another,” he said.
evangelization. He is also an associate professor and and consultor for the Pontifical Council for the
(Cost of the conference is $30 and includes lunch.
Director of Graduate Theology Programs in the New New Evangelization
Catholic clergy are admitted free of charge. For more
Evangelization at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in • Workshops, Gospel Reflection, Confessions, Adoration
information, or to register for the May 10 conference,
the Archdiocese of Detroit, and a visiting professor of of the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/men or contact James GonTheology at the Franciscan University of Steubenville. • Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/men
tis at jgontis@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext.
His keynote address at the men’s conference will fo227. Registration deadline is May 1.)
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Hilbert Family
Extends Appreciation
The family of the late Father Joseph Hilbert expresses gratitude and thanks to all who contributed to the Restoration Fund at St. Joseph Parish in
Lancaster and to St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia in Father Hilbert’s name. God
bless you for your generosity!
Father Hilbert was a native of St. Joseph Parish, and retired there 12 years ago after serving
the diocese for 62 years. He died Feb. 4 at St.
Anne’s Retirement Community.

View the Installation
Events of Bishop Gainer

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
UGI Energy Services, Inc., recently presented $10,000 in scholarship assistance to the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation. The contribution was made possible by the business’ participation in Pennsylvania’s Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) Program. Through the OSTC program,
students who live within the boundaries of a low-achieving school, as determined by the state’s Department of Education, are eligible to receive a scholarship if their household’s annual income is less than
$75,000, plus $15,000 for each dependent. Chuck Hurchalla, Vice President of Energy Solutions, shown
from second to right in the photo, presented the $10,000 check to Donald Kaercher, Diocesan Chief Financial Officer; Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education; and Livia Riley, Diocesan
Superintendent of Schools. For information how your business can donate to the Neumann Scholarship
Foundation, contact Paula Lasecki, Diocesan Director of Development, at 717-657-4804, or plasecki@
hbgdiocese.org.

The Installation of the Most Reverend Ronald
W. Gainer as the Eleventh Bishop of Harrisburg
will be televised live on Broadcast TV, Cable TV
and the internet at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, March
19. WHTM ABC27, Harrisburg, will broadcast
and stream it on their website. Captioning will be
available on WHTM. The Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) will also carry the Installation live; they plan to air a repeat at midnight.
To find your local EWTN channel, visit www.
EWTN.com/ChannelFinder. The Pennsylvania
Cable Network (PCN) will live stream it on their
website at https://pcntv.com. As additional coverage is announced, it will be listed with other
Installation information at www.hbgdiocese.
org. The Vespers service on Tuesday, March 18
at 7 p.m. will also be streamed live on the Diocesan website.
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Subsidiarity, Solidarity
and the State
By A. B. Hill
Special to The Witness
“It is the responsibility of the state to safeguard and promote the common
good of society,” writes Pope Francis in his recent encyclical, Evangelii
Gaudium. “Based on the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity, and fully
committed to political dialogue and consensus building, it plays a fundamental role, one which cannot be delegated, in working for the integral development of all.”
We know Pope Francis is teaching us every day about the issues of importance for Catholics, like concern for the poor, the importance of the family
and more. But in this case, the pope’s words offer an appropriate reflection for
how we can answer public policy questions of our time.
Subsidiarity is an expression of human freedom. It means what individuals
can accomplish by their own initiative and efforts should not be taken away
from them by a higher authority. A higher authority is only to offer help when
individuals or smaller institutions find a task is beyond their ability or capacity. Subsidiarity allows individuals to be integrated into society while still
allowing them to develop freely (YouCat, No. 323; CCC, No. 1885).
Take education. Parents have the first responsibility for educating their children; but most parents need some help. Families turn to Catholic schools,
public schools or home school associations for resources and expertise that
would be difficult for them to provide on their own. The larger associations of
the Church, school district or home school organization support the smaller
institution of the family to achieve the task of educating their children.
Solidarity embraces the ideal that everyone should be given the opportunity
to access material, intellectual and spiritual goods (YouCat, No. 332). The
more individuals are defenseless within a given society, the more they require
the care and concern of others (Centesimus Annus, No. 10). Solidarity is more
than temporal relief of human misery; it is attitude that understands those who
are oppressed by poverty are the object of a preferential love in society (CCC,
No. 2448). Respecting the dignity of human work by supporting just wages is
one example of solidarity. Granting access to adequate food or medical care
are two others.
The principles of subsidiarity and solidarity offer a good lens through
which to evaluate debates in the state Capitol. Consider Medicaid expansion.
The federal Affordable Care Act authorized additional funding for states to
expand Medicaid coverage for adults under 65 earning less than $16,104 a
year for one person or $32,913 for a family of four.
Simply adding more people to the program as it currently operates is one
way to provide access to medical care for more lower-income, uninsured
adults. Governor Tom Corbett’s Healthy PA plan offers an alternative. His
proposal would use the federal money to support those same adults obtaining
coverage from the private insurance market.
The first idea leans towards solidarity. Society through the organization of
government directly provides a service that will meet a certain need. The
second idea more resembles subsidiarity. Society instead would support individual choice to meet a need they cannot provide for themselves.
Both proposals aim to cover uninsured adults without the means to obtain
coverage on their own. There are many points of debate about the efficacy
and accessibility of either idea; but we cannot dismiss this debate because it
is hard or because we think the government should not be in the business of
helping the poor. To do so would reject the pope’s call for us to safeguard and
promote the common good of society. We must remain fully committed to political dialogue and consensus building even when the answers are not clear.
(Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
– the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues
at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/
pacatholic.)
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“Better Babies”
and the Dangers
of Biotechnology
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
For the past three years, I’ve pursued post-graduate studies and completed
professional certification in bioethics in order to take head-on the growing
ethical and moral questions being raised in biotechnologies. The conflicts
over birth control, abortion
Father Paul
and so-called “reproductive
technologies” have expanded
CB Schenck
exponentially. Now, not all
intrauterine therapies are imLIFEGIFT
moral or unethical. There are
wonderful surgical, medicinal
and even genetic therapies that are compatible with
the sanctity of human life and the dignity of the person and doing great good for children with congenital abnormalities. But technologies that disrupt natural human development, distort personal identity
and block or substitute for intercourse, the natural marital expression of love
between spouses, rob children of their dignity and essential human rights.
Recently, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced it will consider approving a drastic IVF (In Vitro Fertilization) process that will use the
DNA of three donors: the mother, the father and a third person unrelated to
them. The technique is being used to try to eliminate inherited diseases that
are passed through the mitochondria. Ethicists are debating the morality of
such a process. Some say it is the humane thing to do, and others that it is
the beginning of a technological eugenics (the proposed improvement of the
human species by permitting the reproduction only of people with desirable
genetic characteristics).
Eugenics has been around for about 100 years. It is the idea that science
and scientific technique can lead to perfect people, and, if practiced for generations, an improved human race. A notorious series of books entitled “The
Eugenic Marriage: A Personal Guide to the New Science of Better Living and
Better Babies” was published in 1914 by the Review of Reviews, a publishing concern representing the trans-Atlantic culture of progressive reform. The
concern was founded by Albert Shaw, a contemporary of Woodrow Wilson
who was a progressive reformer, academic, newspaper editor and publisher.
The series was written by W. Grant Hague, a medical doctor, professor in the
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University and trustee of the
American Medical Association.
Here is what Hague wrote: “Eugenics, simply defined, means ‘better babies’. It is the art of being well born. It implies consideration of everything
that has to do with the well-being of the race: motherhood, marriage, heredity,
environment, disease, hygiene, sanitation, vice, education, culture – in short,
everything upon which the health of people depends.”
This seems well enough intended, until you read on. Just a few pages later,
Hague reveals the underlying motivation of the eugenicist: “We are beginning
to learn that we can modify characteristics by proper selection, by environment, and by education. This process will, to an eminent degree, redound to
the permanent advantage of mankind. We may reasonably aspire to a system
of race-culture which will eliminate the undesirable and unfit, and conserve
all effort for the propagation of the desirable or fit.”
Perhaps the most notorious eugenicist of this period is Margaret Sanger, the
founder of Planned Parenthood, who called the “undesirable and unfit” human weeds, and urged their being weeded out of the human race.
A hundred years later, the United States’ FDA is considering approving an
IVF procedure designed to do just this: weed out babies with genetic diseases
by eviscerating their DNA and replacing it with a stranger’s. This way, the
child inherits the traits of three parents. But more insidious is the motivation:
to perfect human children. This begs the question: what is an “imperfect”
child? Who decides?
The impulse to try to make “better babies”, “eliminate” persons with undesirable traits, and to “perfect” the human race, threatens to degrade some
persons while exalting others. It is too often the case that standards of desirability, whether physical, racial or genetic, are arbitrarily set by those who
hold power and influence in a society. One man’s desirable trait becomes
another’s undesirable condition. But human value and dignity are absolute,
never relative.
In our efforts to properly treat and eradicate disease, we must be careful
never to confuse the person with the illness or condition. The disabilities
community has rightly placed the emphasis on the person and not the disability. So one is “a person with a disability,” not a “disabled person.” This is the
right way of understanding every person. Treating a person with an inherited
trait or disease is one thing, replacing that person or an essential part of their
identity is quite another. As Pope Francis has said, “Human beings are ends in
themselves, and never a means of resolving other problems.”
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Respect Life Director, is founding
chair of the National Pro-Life Center in Washington, D.C., and is certified in
Health Care Ethics with the National Catholic Bioethics Center.)
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Fitness Beyond 40 Days:
Wellness Programs Aim
for Year-Round Physical
and Spiritual Health
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Angelica Consuelo Nue Guerero de Ried leads Tuesday morning Zumba class at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
As Lent begins with 40 days of prayer, sacrifice and
penance, we often choose things to give up or add on
that will improve our health. But if our bodies are our
temples, how is it that we only find 40 days out of the
year to really focus on how we are treating them?
Several parishes in the Harrisburg Diocese have
implemented a spiritual wellness ministry as a way
to guide and encourage not only healthy bodies, but
a healthy mind and spirit. Some include exercise
classes available in a parish community center, like
the Zumba® Fitness class at St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, held directly after morning Mass on
Tuesdays at 9:45 a.m. and Wednesday evenings at 7
p.m. This class began in September 2011 after Angelica Consuelo Nué Guerero de Ried and Beth Truitt had
walked their children to school together for several
years, always thinking they would like to start a program for women, specifically a dance program. After
praying about it, they decided to participate in several
different dance classes.
“It always came back to Zumba® Fitness. We each
had been participating in a different class before we
started trying other forms of dance. And eventually,
we just knew it had to be Zumba,” said Mrs. Ried,
now class instructor at St. Joseph’s.
They began their training and certification in March
2011 and have been moving together since. Mrs.
Ried, a parishioner at St. Joseph’s, and Mrs. Truitt,
a member of Brother In Christ Church in Mechanicsburg, welcome their program to all women ages 18
and older. Mrs. Truitt leads open prayer at the end of
each class. Those who participate in class may stay
and pray together. A prayer request basket is provided
for the participants to write prayer intentions.
Mrs. Ried explains, “We come from different dominations, but I feel like I’ve learned how to pray out
loud by listening to Beth. It’s a seed we plant at the
end of class. We have seen new faces stay after, or
have been given praise and thanks for the prayer.
Some even have come forward to say it’s their favorite part of the class.”
The class also brings spirituality and fitness together through uplifting and motivating music. Mrs. Ried
and Mrs. Truitt search for Christian music with a good
beat, which isn’t always easy. But several songs dur-

ing the class speak about Jesus Christ.
“Our ladies are amazing and loyal!” said Mrs. Truitt, who explained how some of their attendees will go
for a walk together after class, or even out to lunch.
Parishioner Janet Mattias attends class because
“The instructors are so happy, and I like to come over
after morning Mass.” She continued, “The Lord gave
us this body, we need to take care of it and keep it
limber to do his work.”
Jan Kerstetter heard about the class from Zumba.
com. She is a member at Brother in Christ in Dillsburg. “I think taking care of the body is a spiritual
exercise. I come here for the spiritual music, to think
about the Lord while moving.”
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Mechanicsburg is another parish in the diocese combing health, community
and spirituality. Parishioner Ann Denninson, PT, DPT,
OCS, ATC, said she had noticed new programs forming and participated with the sports and recreation
club. As a physical therapist, Ms. Denninson knows
the importance of exercise and a healthy lifestyle, and
had the idea to begin a health ministry that could provide lectures every so many months about topics to
help parishioners grow into a healthy lifestyle.
“Your body is a temple, treat it as such. We are not
to abuse it with neglect, this isn’t necessarily always
willful [neglect] but because of involvement with other things: work, kids schedules, or stress,” Ms. Dennison said of her reasons for starting a health ministry.
The program is new to the parish. It has been active
for about a year and half, and Ms. Dennison would
like to see it grow in variety. It has offered a seminar
on osteoporosis and another on falling and continuing
exercise in age. But she would like to see it include
nutrition or how to address high blood pressure. She
would also like to see nurse involvement or even interaction between parishes. The program is open to all
ages, and Ms. Denninson is working on including lectures to interest a variety of age groups. The next class
will be held Tuesday, April 29 at 9:30 a.m. The topic
will be “Exercise and Diabetes,” and will address how
exercise can be used to help control blood sugar levels, guidelines of what type of exercise to use, when to
exercise (or not), and signs to watch for if your blood
sugar drops too low during exercise. Ms. Denninson
is open to anyone interested in providing a lecture or
other health guidance. She may be contacted at adennisonpt@gmail.com.

Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill also provides
a health ministry to its parishioners. The ministry is
headed by Kim Sellers, RN, FCN, who just in the last
three years joined the Catholic Church. In taking St.
Veronica as her patron saint, she found the prayer of
St. Veronica inspiring to her way of life as a nurse. In
2005, Mrs. Sellers became certified as an FCN: faith,
community, nursing. The ministry provides a newsletter in the bulletin with health and nutrition information, and every first weekend of the month offers
blood pressure screenings after Mass as well as an onsite nutritionist and pharmacist to answer questions.
The ministry has been active since August 2011, and
hosted a mini health fair last spring. It has several
volunteers who range from certified nurses and pharmacists to doctors and nutritionists, though it always
has room for more volunteers to expand and keep the
program active.
Those who want to learn more about the ministry at
Good Shepherd, or volunteer time, contact Kim Sellers at kim_sellers@comcast.net.
The health and wellness ministry also works closely
with the caring team at Good Shepherd. The caring
team is a separate ministry that visits parishioners
in the hospital, or brings meals to the housebound
among other caring deeds. Sometimes they refer a
person who might need help navigating their health
care provider. Mrs. Sellers and her volunteers cannot
administer medicine, but can help individuals with
medical information.
Volunteer Peggy Ciccocioppo, BSN, RN-BC, and
Mrs. Sellers both agreed that as insurance continues to
change, parishioners will need help. “Access will be
harder; they will need to know, ‘What do I do now?’ I
think parishes will be looked at for help, asked about
doctors and community resources.”
The ministry at Good Shepherd offers tools for parishioners to use to live a healthy life. Mrs. Sellers believes “You can’t have a whole person without spirit.”
This follows along with the ministry’s mission statement: ‘Through the guidance and inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, promotes wellness and healing of mind,
body and spirit to our Parish community, providing
advocacy, health education and prayerful support,
knowing that we care for ourselves and others as an
expression of our love for God’s creation.’
That’s one way of focusing year-round on treating
our bodies like temples.
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Unique ‘Cup Song’ Performance Demonstrates
How Students Connect Faith to Music
St. Theresa School Posts
Musical Video to YouTube
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Students at St. Theresa School in New Cumberland
are looking to go viral.
As part of their celebration of Catholic Schools
Week in February, some 225 second- through eighthgraders filled the gym floor in a musical presentation
that combined the cadenced performance of “The
Cup Song” with the lyrics and melodies of the song
“10,000 Reasons.”
Dressed in school uniforms and equipped with
blue and yellow Solo Cups, they sat in the form of a
continuous cross, tapping out the cup rhythm made
famous by Anna Kendrick and the movie “Pitch Perfect” while eighth graders played and sang Matt Redman’s song of praise.
With footage that teachers recorded on the school’s
iPads, St. Theresa’s created a video of the performance and placed it on YouTube (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=FxzivLmNHPM&feature=
youtube_gdata_player), where it has received 5,000
views.
While students are hoping the video reaches 10,000
views – to match “10,000 Reasons” – music teacher
BJ Meagher points out that the project itself has already achieved success in teaching students about
faith, music and working together for a goal.
“I wanted the students to know that our faith can be
displayed anytime, not just at church or school. This
includes our music,” she told The Catholic Witness.
“There is Catholic and Christian music that is pop,
rock and rap where we can express our faith.”
In addition to teaching music for grades K-8, Mrs.
Meagher also directs the band and choir. Students in
the Select Choir enjoy singing Christian rock, she
said. With the selection of “10,000 Reasons” – a song
that matches perfectly to a slightly slowed cadence of
“The Cup Song” – she encouraged the eighth-graders
in the Select Choir to choose their own harmonies for
the performance.
The YouTube video shows clips of the vocalists and
musicians: singers McKenna Brown, Laura Mueller,
Erin Smith and Christopher Haser; pianist Connor
Rohrer; and drummer Carmen Andreoli.
Mrs. Meagher’s idea for the performance stemmed
from a video she had watched of 600 people performing “The Cup Song” in Gaelic. She received permission from Matt Redman to use “10,000 Reasons” and
then set out to teach the cup rhythm to students in
grades 4-8.
“The project fits anywhere into the music curriculum because of the rhythms and patterns. Ostinatos

COURTESY OF BJ MEAGHER, ST. THERESA SCHOOL

Seated in the form of a cross, some 225 students in grades 2-8 at St. Theresa School in New Cumberland perform “10,000 Reasons” to the rhythm of “The Cup Song.” A video of their performance was posted on YouTube
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxzivLmNHPM&feature=youtube_gdata_player and demonstrates the
students’ way of connecting their faith to music.

are repeated patterns in music, so we talk about them
in every grade level,” she said.
The cup cadence spread like wildfire through the
school, as students practiced in music class and during indoor recess. A week before the performance,
second-graders, who had learned the rhythm from
their older siblings, asked Mrs. Meagher if they too
could participate. Third-graders made the same request.
“The kids were really into it, and it was so moving to see how they wanted to be a part of this performance to demonstrate their faith,” Mrs. Meagher
said.
There’s no doubting the students’ dedication. The
video shows their determination: elementary students
in concentration, eighth-grade boys in unison, friends
smiling as they tap out the pattern and pass the cups
down the line.
The video elicited a response from Jim King, the
Associate Executive Director of the National Catho-

Diocesan World Youth Day
for High School Youth
Palm Sunday, April 13 • In Harrisburg from 3-7 p.m.

“Nothing is Impossible with God”

• Pre-liturgy music and singing on the Capitol Steps
• Procession to Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral
• Dinner and concert at Strawberry Square
• Register by March 25. Contact the Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804, ext. 327, or
oyyam@hbgdiocese.org, or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
youngchurch.

lic Educational Association’s Elementary Schools
Department. In his own video message, he commended the students for working together and sharing their
faith.
“You guys are getting an awesome education at St.
Theresa’s,” he said, “and we learn all those things so
that we can live a life that serves God.”
“We did this performance to let the students focus
on how they come together as a community, and how
everyone has a part to play,” Mrs. Meagher said. “Will
the video get 10,000 hits on YouTube? We hope that
it does, especially to show people how they can take
something in pop culture and connect it to the faith.
With this experience, we’ve succeeded in teaching
faith, music and working together.”
(To view the “10,000 Reasons with Cup Song
Rhythm” video on YouTube, go to https://www.you
tube.com/watch?v=FxzivLmNHPM&feature=youtube
_gdata_player. There is also a link to the video on the
Catholic Schools’ page at www.hbgdiocese.org.)

Council of Catholic
Women Seeks Applicants
for Scholarship
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s Scholarship Fund will be awarded to a Catholic senior high school girl for
her freshman year at an accredited college,
university or trade school. The amount of the
academic scholarship is $1,000.
Applicants must be sponsored by a mother,
grandmother or guardian who is an active
member of a parish Council of Catholic Women for no less than one year. The applicant and
her sponsor must be residents of the Diocese
of Harrisburg. Applicants must meet all conditions established by the scholarship committee as set forth in its rules and regulations,
which are included in the application packet.
Applications are available from parish
presidents of the Council of Catholic Women.
More information can be obtained by contacting Joyce Scott, Scholarship Chair, 717-7370927 or joynbob10@comcast.net. The deadline for submitting applications is May 1.
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Loiseau Grabs Gold, Pipa Silver in State Finals

Lancaster Catholic senior Stephen Loiseau stands atop the podium after winning
his first PIAA state wrestling title. He is the
second wrestler from Lancaster Catholic
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
to ever win wrestling gold; the first was Stephen Loiseau of Lancaster Catholic, right, ties up with Bethlehem Catholic’s Jose Ortiz in first period action of the
heavyweight Scott Martin in 1990.
182-pound championship match.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

I

n high school wrestling, taking a
shot at state gold against an opponent you had bested earlier in the
season can be both an advantage and a
disadvantage.
Just ask Lancaster Catholic’s Stephen Loiseau and Bishop McDevitt’s
John Pipa.
Their PIAA championship matches
at the Giant Center in Hershey March
8 put them face-to-face with wrestlers
they had beaten on their way to becoming Southeast Regional AA champions
the previous weekend.
Loiseau, a senior who will wrestle for
Drexel University next year, entered
the 182-pound final with an unblem-

John Pipa of Bishop McDevitt, left, squares off against Jake Riegel of Bethlehem
Catholic in the 106-pound state final. The McDevitt freshman lost the match, 3-1,
ending his season at 41-9, with a district and regional title.

Holy Name
Student Medals
in State Wrestling
Chase Shields, a seventh-grade student at Holy
Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg, already knows
where he wants to take his promising wrestling career – he wants to be an Ivy League wrestler for the
Princeton Tigers.
He’s already making a name for himself, having
placed fourth in the 77-pound weight class at the recent Pennsylvania Junior Wrestling State Championships in Greensburg, Pa.
Chase went 23-2 on the season. “My goal was to
place at the state tournament, and it felt good to do
that,” he said. There were 26 wrestlers in his weight
class.
He began wrestling in kindergarten, taking up the
sport in his dad’s footsteps, he said. He participates in
Central PA Stars Wrestling and Iron Eagle Wrestling,
two local clubs that provide training for wrestlers of
all ages. He is also a wrestler for the junior high program at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg.
Chase said his success in wrestling comes from
conditioning and technique.
“My junior high coach, Coach Henning, has us do
a lot of sprints, so I think that keeps me up on the side
of conditioning,” Chase said. “I also think I have a
lot of good technique. I rely on that, instead of just
trying headlocks, or trying to overpower opponents
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
with strength. It’s important to have several moves, Chase Shields displays his fourth-place state medal from the
Pennsylvania Junior Wrestling State Championships.
not just one.”

ished record of 45-0. He faced Bethlehem Catholic’s Jose Ortiz, whom he
had blanked in an 8-0 major decision at
regionals.
Despite his undefeated season and
earlier success against Ortiz, Loiseau
still entered the finals – and the tournament itself – with butterflies, knowing
it would be his last crack at a state title.
“I was nervous, I can tell you that.
I weighed in 13 pounds under weight
because I hadn’t been eating,” Loiseau
told The Catholic Witness.
“But, I knew if I gave it my all, if I
gave everything I had, things would go
my way.”
And they did. Loiseau scored an
edge-of-the-mat takedown in the second period and a reversal after starting
on the bottom position in the third to
earn a 4-0 win.
Meeting a former opponent in the final was both a disadvantage and an advantage, Loiseau said.
“It was a disadvantage because he
came out super defensive, blocking my
shots. But it was an advantage too, because I also knew what he was going to
do. In the end, it balanced out,” he said.
Loiseau’s teammate, Joe Lobeck,
earned his first state medal, finishing
fourth at 106 pounds.
Bishop McDevitt freshman John
Pipa also faced a Bethlehem Catholic
opponent – freshman Jake Riegel –
whom he had topped 4-2 on his way to
the regional title.
In their 106-pound final, Riegel attacked quickly, scoring a first-period
takedown and earning an escape point
in the second. Down by three to start
the third period, Pipa scored an escape
from the bottom position, but Riegel
blocked all of the Crusader’s shots to
earn the 3-1 win.
It was a tough loss for the burgeoning Pipa, who was hungry for state gold
after being at the top of the District 3
and Southeast Regional podiums in AA
competition this year. The freshman
amassed an impressive 41-9 season,
and will undoubtedly anchor Bishop
McDevitt’s lighter weights next season.
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Irish Continue Incredible Streak
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
They say records are meant
to be broken, but it’s hard to
fathom how any basketball
program will ever match winning nine District 3 Class AA
championships in a row like
the Fighting Irish of York Catholic have done. There are no
more superlatives to describe
the success that Coach Kevin
Bankos has had in Hershey
and beyond. In all those victorious playoff district runs, the
Irish have met and beaten their
archrival, the Squirettes of Delone Catholic, along the way on
their march to winning district
gold.
And this year, they met in
the final after having split their
two regular season meetings in
York Area League play before
the Irish beat Delone, 50-40,
on Feb. 27 at the Giant Center in Hershey to win number
ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY nine. The Irish win because
District 3 Class AA Tournament MVP Deanna Chesko of York they play great man-to-man
defense that stymies teams’
Catholic drives by Delone Catholic’s Madelynn Comley.

ability to get good looks at the
basket. Looming on the state
playoff horizon for the Irish in
the Eastern bracket finals might

be Saint John Neumann Maria
Goretti High School of Philadelphia – an undefeated team
with plenty of size inside.

Irish team captains Hannah Laslo, Deanna Chesko and Zaenna
Echevarria embrace the ninth trophy in a row.

Trinity Turns Abysmal Start
into District Championship
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

Above:
Trinity
celebrates
its 12th
District 3 boys’
basketball
championship.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WTINESS

When you are 1-8 in early January,
most teams would be forgiven for losing hope at any success for the season.
But the Shamrocks of Trinity High
School have a winning tradition under
veteran coach Larry Kostelac Jr., which
goes back decades, including a state
championship and a dozen District 3
titles. Not since 2010 had the Shamrocks won district gold in Hershey, but
after knocking off Columbia and then
No. 1 seed Hanover in the final, Trinity
returned to doing what they seem to do
best – win.
While the Shamrocks never put Ha-

nover away, with the final score being
55-46, Trinity was in control from the
start against the Nighthawks. Strong
on the glass behind Josh Trumpy and
Brandon Kuntz, the Shamrocks were
able to score inside when they needed
a bucket to fight off a pesky Hanover
squad at Giant Center in Hershey on
Feb. 28. And behind the steady ball
handling and perimeter shooting of
Dominick Antonelli (U.S. Naval Academy bound), Trinity was able to capture its 12th District 3 basketball gold
medal. The Shamrocks (12-13) bowed
out in the first round of the PIAA state
tournament, losing to Loyalsock – a
team they beat in dramatic fashion in
the state quarterfinals last year.

Right: Austin
Gilbertson
drives the
baseline for
Trinity.

Trinity’s
Dominick
Antonelli
scores
and is
fouled
going to
the
basket.
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Seven Sorrows
Eagles, St. Theresa
Lady Saints Advance
to State Finals after
CYO Championships
The Diocese of Harrisburg
hosted its season-ending CYO
Grade School Basketball Tournament on March 7-9 at Lancaster Bible College and Lancaster Catholic High School.
The weekend included the top
eight teams of both the Boys
and Girls League throughout
the diocese.
The winners of the 62nd Annual Boys Diocesan Tournament are The Eagles of Seven
Sorrows in Middletown, who
won the boys’ tournament over
the Good Shepherd Rams of
Camp Hill to advance to the
statewide CYO tournament
in Philadelphia March 28-30.
The Eagles are coached by
Jim Young, Kris Myers, Chris
Hughes and John Huggins.
Team members include Jerrod
Myers, Blake Jacoby, Ryan
Hughes, Joey Gusler, Anthony
Lavia, Elliott Demko, Brendan

Douglass, Adam Peifer, Brady
Fox, Casey Auerbeck, Mario
Corradi, Caleb Cannon and
Tyler Petroski.
St. Theresa Lady Saints of
New Cumberland captured
the 44th Annual Girls Diocesan
Tournament, topping the Saints
of Ressurection in Lancaster
in the final game. The team
will represent the Harrisburg
Diocese in the state CYO Girls
Grade School Basketball Tournament March 21-23 in the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown.
The Lady Saints are coached
by Kevin Cicak, Jim Gaumer,
Amy Topper, Tammi Jones,
and Dwayne Jones. The roster
includes Molly Walter, Morgan Wagner, Natalie Sassano,
Emily Esser, Laura Mueller,
Madison Sitler, Abbey Gausgruber, Sophie Kaercher, Rachael Reilly, Noelle Chavey
and Hannah Brenkacs.

Lebanon Catholic’s Great
Scorer Nets 1,000th Point
During Beavers’ Good Season
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Lebanon Catholic’s Alex
Frattaroli joined the Beavers’
illustrious 1,000-point scorers’ club back in January. The
senior forward can score both
inside and out, and he helped
lead the Beavers to the District 3 semifinal where they
ran into the Mighty Ants of
New Hope Charter School of
York. New Hope beat Lebanon Catholic 71-53 in a contest at Northern York High
School, where the game was
much closer than the score
indicated. A fast-paced track
meet at the outset led to the
Beavers falling into in a double-digit hole; however, they
were able to slow the tempo
with a variety of half court
zones. But the Ants made
four key 3-pointers at critical junctures to seal the deal.
The Beavers finished a great
year at 17-9 after bowing out
in the first round of the state
playoffs, losing to District 1
titan Church Farm.

Saints’ Boys
Seek High
School State Title

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNIE SMITH GREGOIRE

St. Theresa’s Enjoys
Private Tour of Grotto
The CYO varsity boys’ basketball team from St. Theresa’s in New
Cumberland recently participated in a religious education and team
building trip to the Grotto of Lourdes at Mount St. Mary’s University
and Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. During the experience, team members enjoyed a private group tour and gathered for a photo around a
statue of St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus. Shown from left are Mike
Scarpelli, Bobby Whalen, Sean Good, Tom Reilly, Jack Patten, Trey
Law, Patrick Duggan, Victor Barbush, Luke Newman, Patrick Connolly, Chris Dare, Connor Moore and Danny Scott.
The team finished third overall in the diocesan tournament in Lancaster to finish their season with a record of 24-9 that included highly
competitive games against teams from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
and the Archdiocese of Allentown. They also won the St. Leo the Great
holiday tournament, finished second in the Harrisburg League regular
season and tournament and earned a second-seed overall for the diocesan championships. They were coached by head coach Jason Grace
and assistants Jim Carchidi, Scott Rider and Chris Schemeck.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JASON GRACE

St. Theresa’s boys’ CYO high
school team in New Cumberland
has played a great season, winning
the Diocesan Championship against
Harrisburg City Catholic, 42-32. The
team will now move on to compete
in the upcoming state competition in
Greensburg, Pa.
The diocesan championship team,
led by head coach John Ford, includes Patrick Kline, Matthew Gregoire, Will Alford, Brett Stoey, Andrew Scarpelli, John Ford, Colin
Kirkpatrick, Logan Shettle and AJ
Sowa. Shown in the back row are assistant coach Trevor Alford and Isaiah Beard. Missing from the photo is
player Brett Becker.
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Rocks Don’t Sink in District 3 Water
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

A
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Top: Zack
Miklos of
Lancaster
Catholic glides
through the
water.
Second:
Rachael
DePietro of
Lancaster
Catholic works
for the finish.
Third: Trinity’s
Andy Snyder
takes a breath
as he races for
the relay team’s
victory.
Bottom:
Samantha
Shirtliff of Trinity
hustles in
freestyle.

t the District 3 swimming championships
held at Cumberland Valley
High School, the Trinity
boys won the Class AA
team championship with
strong showings in the freestyle sprints and the fourman team relays.
The Shamrocks won the
200-yard Freestyle Relay;
the 400-yard Freestyle
Relay and placed second
in the 200-yard Medley
Relay to amass 276 team
points, which far bettered
any Class AA school. The
Shamrocks have a great
chance to capture a state
title at the PIAA championships at Bucknell University later this month.
Trinity’s Ian DiCarlo,
who swam in the relays,
also won a gold medal in
the 100-yard Freestyle,
beating Lancaster Catholic’s Zack Miklos by a half
second. Henry Tanguay
also swam legs of the relays
and won a silver in the
100-yard Breaststroke for
the Shamrocks. Also swimming legs for the Rocks’
winning relay teams were
Andy Snyder, Alex Diaz,
Anthony Capper and Lucas
Haywood.
On the girls’ side of the
competition, Trinity placed
sixth in Class AA team
standings and had strong
showings from Kimmi Szajnuk, Samantha Shirtliff,
Ellen Comitale and Caroline Hills. Lancaster Catholic’s Rachael DePietro finished third in the 100-yard
backstroke and fourth in the
100-breaststroke.
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Lenten Dinners in the Diocese
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in Harrisburg
will serve Lenten dinners featuring broiled fish and Perohi on
Wednesday evenings from 4-6:30 p.m. Homemade side dishes,
soups and desserts will also be available. Perohi will also be sold
frozen for $5.50 per dozen each Wednesday and Saturday during
Lent in the parish hall. Wednesday times are from noon-1 p.m. and
4-6:30 p.m. Saturday sales are 9 a.m.-noon. Fillings include potato
& cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune, farmer cheese and apple.
For more information, call 717-652-1415, or visit www.stannbyz.org.
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in Waynesboro
Home School Organization Lenten Pasta Dinner on March 28 in the
school hall featuring spaghetti, lasagna, salad and garlic bread. First
seating starting at 5 p.m. Tickets are $7 for adults, $3 for children
under 10, and children under 3 eat free. All proceeds will go to the
school. For questions, contact Danielle Swett at sweetpeach@
patrickdk.com or 240-818-3646.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will
serve Lenten fish dinners on Wednesdays through April 16
from 4-7 p.m. in the parish social hall at the intersection of
Route 419 and Cornwall Road. Menu includes baked or fried
fish and baked potato or French fries, applesauce or cole slaw,
homemade dessert, coffee or tea. Salad will also be available.
Cost is $8 for adult dinners and $2 for child’s (12 & under) fish
dinner.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Berwick will hold its fish fry on Fridays
through April 11 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Batter dipped fish, baked fish,
chicken tenders, breaded shrimp. Choice of French fries or baked
potato, and choice of corn, cole slaw or baked beans. Dinners are
$8. Additional charge for extra fish or sides. Shrimp, chicken, pie,
rice pudding and beverage available for additional charge. Eat in or
take out. Factory orders must be placed by 10 a.m. Call 570-7599227 or Fax 570-759-6637.
St. Peter Parish in Columbia will hold its Lenten Friday
Fish Fry in the parish center on Fridays through April 11 from 4-6:30
p.m. Soups, platters, a la carte, non-fish choices, desserts. Eat-in or
take out.
The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus
Parish in Mifflintown will serve its annual Lenten fish dinners in
the church social hall on Fridays through April 11 from 4-7 p.m.
All-you-can-eat meal includes fried and baked fish, popcorn shrimp,
fried clams, French fries, macaroni and cheese, stewed tomatoes,
corn, green beans, coleslaw, applesauce, rolls, puddings, and a
selection of homemade desserts. Pay at the door: adults $10; ages
6-12 $6; children 5 under free. St. Jude is located at 3918 William
Penn Hwy (Old Route 22), Mifflintown, across from Tuscarora Junior
High School.
Holy Infant Parish in York Haven will serve Lenten
Fish Dinners on Fridays March 14 and 21 from 4:30-7 p.m. Menu
includes two types of fish to choose from, two side dishes, dinner
roll and drink for $8. Ala carte menu is also available. The parish
is also making homemade chocolate peanut butter eggs (dark and
milk chocolate) and coconut eggs. The cost is $10 per dozen or $1
each if sold individually. Contact Becky at 717-266-5286 or e-mail
holyinfantyh@comcast.net to place your order.
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will host
the following Lenten meals: March 21, a fish, macaroni & cheese
and stewed tomatoes dinner will be held from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. in
Divine Mercy Hall, 400 Block of West Cherry St., Mt. Carmel. Eat in
or take out. Dinner includes a drink and roll for $8. April 4, potato
cakes will be sold from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. or until sold out in Divine
Mercy Hall. Eat in or take out. Potato cakes are $.75 each. Batter
will also be available for purchase for those wishing to make them
at home. April 13, a spaghetti dinner will be held on Palm Sunday
from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in Divine Mercy Hall. Dinner includes salad,
spaghetti & meatballs, bread & butter, dessert and beverage. Tickets are $8 and may be purchased in advance at the parish office or
at the door. Eat in or take out. Bring your own containers for take
outs.
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens will
sponsor its weekly Friday fish fry through April 11. The menu will
include a variety of seafood, both baked and fried. The church social
hall will be open for diners each Friday from 4-7 p.m.
St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will hold its Lenten
seafood dinners each Friday through Lent. Take-out or eat-in lunch
runs from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and take-out or eat-in dinner from
4-8 p.m. Entrees include crab cakes, shrimp, and baked and fried
fish, crab imperial, fried clams, scallops, grilled cheese sandwiches
and more. Lighter fare and $4 kids’ menus also available. Entrees
are served with beverage, potatoes or pasta, cole slaw or vegetable
of the day. Homemade macaroni and cheese, soups and desserts
are available. For take-out service, place orders by calling 717-8541371.
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will serve Lenten fish
dinners on Fridays during Lent from 4-6 p.m. in the Activity Center.
Donation of $8 includes soup and salad bar, baked fish, potatoes,
vegetable, cole slaw, bread, dessert and beverage.
St. Joseph Parish in Milton will serve Lenten Fish and
Shrimp Dinners every Friday during Lent (except Good Friday) at
the parish center on Cemetery Road from 4-6:30 p.m. Cost is $9 for
adults, $7.50 for a small adult dinner, and $5 for children under 10.
Hand-breaded fresh haddock, homemade macaroni & cheese, cole
slaw, dessert and beverage. For take outs, call 570-742-4481.
St. Monica Parish in Sunbury will be having their Friday
Lenten Fish Meals on March 21 and April 4 in the Parish Center
from 4-6:30 pm. Meals are available for eat in or take out. Cost is
$7.00 per dinner.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola will serve baked
fish and mac & cheese dinners on Fridays through April 4 from 4-7
p.m. in the parish social hall. Menu includes seasoned baked cod,
baked macaroni & cheese, vegetable or stewed tomatoes, cole
slaw, roll, dessert & coffee or punch. Baked fish is $10 for adults, $5
for children. Macaroni and cheese is $8 for adults, $4 for children.
Eat in or take out. No reservations necessary.

Lenten Events
in the Diocese
Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont
Lenten Afternoon of Reflection, March 23 at 2 p.m., by Rev.
David Dormer. Stations of the Cross, Fridays during Lent at 2
and 7 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg
is holding Lenten fish dinners Fridays through April 11 from 4-6:45
p.m. Cost is $11 for adults, $5 for children.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, Fairfield
A Lenten Day of Recollection with Father Frederick Miller
from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., March
22 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Morning
St. Philip the Apostle Parish
Prayer, morning and afternoon conferin Millersville will host Lenten meals
ences, Confessions, Mass, lunch
served by parish organizations prior to
and a question-and-answer session.
Stations of the Cross. Meals are served
A free-will offering will be taken. St.
from 4:30-6:30 p.m., or until sold out.
Philomena’s Book Store available will
Meals available for take out. Prices range
sell religious articles/books. Coffee,
from $3-$4.50. Stations of the Cross
An updated listing of Lenten dinners donuts, soup and drinks available;
begin in the church at 7 p.m. March 14
and events can be found on the dioc- bring a brown bag lunch. To register,
served by Guys & Dolls, pizza, salad,
esan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org, contact Becky Sites at 717-642-8815
dessert and drink. No dinner March 21
or maryrita256@comcast.net, or Mary
through the Lenten season.
due to Confirmation. March 28 served by
Heibel at 717-338-2044 or mdh1272@
the parish council, fish sandwich, cole
comcast.net.
slaw, chips, dessert and drink. April 4 served by the youth ministry,
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, York
macaroni & cheese, stewed tomatoes, butter bread, salad, dessert
Vespers with Adoration and Benediction of the Most Blessed
and drink. April 11 served by the Boy Scouts, spaghetti, salad, butter
Sacrament every Sunday of Lent at 4 p.m. Visit www.stmarysybread, dessert and drink.
ork.org.
St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown is hosting an “all you
St. Catherine Labouré Parish, Harrisburg
can eat seafood buffet” Fridays through April 11 in the parish center.
Doors open at 5 p.m., and dinner is served until 7 p.m. Cost is $12
Lenten Soup Suppers are held on Wednesday evenings
for adults, $5 for children, free for children under 2. Take outs availduring Lent, beginning with Mass at 5:30 p.m., followed by a
able. Bring a canned food item for the Elizabethtown Food Bank and
Soup Supper sponsored by the Parish Pastoral Council. A freereceive $1 off dinner. Proceeds benefit Hope Within Ministries, local
will offering taken each week will be for Operation Rice Bowl.
food banks and St. Vincent de Paul. For information, call 717-367Following the supper will be “A Biblical Walk Through the Mass Understanding What We Say and Do in the Liturgy” video series
1255 or visit www.stpeteretown.org.
based on the revised translation of the Mass.
Knights of Columbus Council 15137 from Our
Inspirations for Lent, entitled “40 Days, 40 Ways” are meditaLady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harristions that focus on the Corporal Works of Mercy as a means of
burg will serve Lenten fish dinners Fridays through April 11 from
being united in the sufferings of Christ through the sufferings of
4:30-7 p.m. in the Community Center located in the basement of the
the poor. Anyone can subscribe to the series through the parish
church. Dinner choices will feature beer- battered haddock, baked
web site: www.sclhbg.org.
lemon pepper tilapia, and breaded shrimp along with mac & cheese
St. John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom
with fish sticks for kids. Adult dinners are $10 per person and kids’
• Stations of the Cross, Fridays at 7 p.m. in the Main Church,
meals are $5. Dessert and beverage included. Take-outs are availbeginning March 7.
able. Please join us for Stations of the Cross at 7 p.m. each Friday.
• Passion Experience, April 11 at 7 p.m. in the Main Church,
Knights of Columbus Council #13692 will hold a
in place of Stations.
Super Fish Fry and Dinner Specials every Friday during
• Friday, 6 a.m. Lenten Masses in the Historic Church;
Lent through April 11 in the Immaculate Heart of Mary parish hall in
no Mass Good Friday.
Abbottstown. Serving for the dinners, which include beverages and
• Living Stations of the Cross, April 16 at 7 p.m.
desserts, will be from 4:45-7 p.m. Take outs are also available.
in the Main Church.
• Morning Prayer at 9 a.m. in the Historic Church
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will host
April 17, 18 and 19.
Lenten fish frys on Fridays March 14, 28 and April 4 and 11 from 5-7
p.m., at Xavier Center, 465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. (No Fish
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Harrisburg
Fry on March 21). Dine in or take out. Adult, senior, children and
DVD series by Father Robert Barron, “The Seven Deadly
reduced portions available. Children under 5 eat free. Menu features
Sins - Seven Lively Virtues,” offered in the Divine Mercy Room
cod, haddock, shrimp, clams, shrimp salad, vegetable choices, mac
after Stations of the Cross on Fridays during Lent. The four& cheese, pizza, dessert, beverages. For further info, call 717-334week program runs Fridays March 14-April 4. No charge or
4048.
registration. For information, call 717-233-3062.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
St. Peter Parish, Elizabethtown
in Middletown is holding its annual fish fry on Fridays through
Stations of the Cross every Friday in Lent at 7 p.m., led by
April 11 from 5-8 p.m. in the school cafeteria. The menu features
the parish’s religious education students, in the Historic Church
all-you-can-eat batter-dipped fish plus lemon-pepper fish, crab
at 1 St. Peter Place. On Good Friday, April 18, our youth will
cakes, jumbo fried shrimp, macaroni and cheese, pierogies, a
have a special presentation of the Living Stations at 7:30 p.m. in
variety of delectable desserts, and more. The fish fry is handicap
the New Church, 1840 Marshall Drive.
Parish Mission, March 23-25. Dr. Carol Houghton, Chancellor of
accessible. Overflow parking is available at nearby Feaser Middle
the Harrisburg Diocese, will share talks on Lent, trust and the Holy
School. Doors open at 3:30 p.m.; service begins at 5 p.m. Dine in
Eucharist. Services every evening at 7 p.m. in the New Church.
or place your takeout order by calling 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m.
Night 1: Our Lenten Journey (with time for silent prayer). Night 2:
Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa, and Discover cards are accepted.
Trust in the Life of a Christian (Individual Confessions available).
Also available for sale during the Fish Fry – delicious handmade
Night 3: The Eucharist and My Journey of Faith. Call the parish at
chocolate eggs available in peanut butter, butter cream, and
717-367-1255 or visit www.stpeteretown.org.
coconut dipped in white, dark, or luscious milk chocolate. For more
Adult education with Monica Malpezzi, who will present “The
information, including full menu, visit www.sevensorrows.org and
Way of the Cross as a Way of Life” Tuesdays March 11, 18, April
click on “Lenten Fish Fry.”
1 and April 8 at 7 p.m. in the New Church. Call the parish at 717367-1255 or visit, www.stpeteretown.org.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will hold Soup & Stations on Fridays during Lent from 6-7 p.m. through April 11. A meal
Ladies’ Day of Recollection
of hot soup and a presentation on The Book of Revelation will
There
will
be
a
Day of Recollection at Mater Dei Community at
be held in the school cafeteria, followed by Stations of
St.
Lawrence
Chapel
in Harrisburg March 22. The director will be
the Cross in the Church.
Father Robert Novokowsky, F.S.S.P. The theme will be “Protecting
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will host a
Our Families in Today’s World.” The day will begin with Mass at 9
Homemade Soup and Bread Series beginning in the Little Flower
a.m., and conclude with Benediction at 2:45 p.m. Cost is $20 per
Social Hall. The remaining speakers are: Deacon Tom Aumen,
person and includes light breakfast, lunch, and break refreshMarch 17; Father Louis Ogden, March 24; and Father David Herments. To register, or for more information, contact Christina
Stoner at 717-432-5415.
eshko, March 31. A free-will donation is taken with proceeds going
to the speaker’s favorite charity. Contact Deacon Thomas Boucek
Way of the Cross
for additional information at 717-774-1112.
The Way of the Cross, sponsored by Pax Christi, will be held
St. Matthew Knights of Columbus Council 15351
on Good Friday, April 18, in Harrisburg. Participants will meet at
in Dauphin is hosting three Lenten Fish Dinners March 14,
9:45 a.m. at the Dauphin County Court House at Front and Market
March 28 and April 11 from 4-7 p.m. at the St. Matthew Parish ActivStreets and will walk to sites throughout downtown Harrisburg
ity Center, 607 Stoney Creek Drive, Dauphin. Menu: homemade
in prayer, silence and reflection. The Way of the Cross is an hour
crab cake dinner $12, haddock fillet dinner $8, crab/haddock Dinner
and a half. The walk connects Jesus' journey with the Cross with
$10, children’s dinner $5. Dinners include stuffed potato, cole slaw,
current themes of peace and justice. Call 717-737-7211 or 717applesauce, roll and drink. Homemade pierogies are available
238-8328 for more information.
a la carte. Assorted desserts will also be available for purchase.
The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild
Proceeds benefit St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist Catholic
of the Catholic Medical Association
Church.
Catholic physicians, healthcare workers, medical students and
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysresidents
are invited to the guild’s Annual Lenten Reflection, March
burg will hold three Lenten Dinners, serving 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the
22 from 9 a.m.-noon at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.
Parish Social Hall, eat in or take out. Cost is $9 for adults, $6 for
Father Chester Snyder will speak on, “Baptized into Christ Jesus:
children 10 and under, free for children under 5. March 21 is baked
An invitation to Greater Intimacy with God.” Morning includes Mass,
fish with Orzo Italiano, and April 4 is linguini with clam sauce. All
Confessions, Adoration and light refreshments. Free-will offering will
dinners include salad, garlic bread, dessert and beverage. For more
be accepted. RSVP by March 20 to: CathMedHbg@aol.com.
information, contact the parish office at 570-672-230.

Dinners and
Events Online
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Spiritual Offerings

Centering Prayer is offered every Thursday evening from 7-8 p.m.
in the Catacombs at St. Patrick Church on Pomfret Street in Carlisle.
Based in the Christian contemplative heritage, Centering Prayer is a
method of response to God’s invitation to enter into loving intimacy
and ever-deepening relationship. Contact Dave Kozemchak at
kozyknoll@gmail.com or Carolyn Yankovitz at bob-carolyn@comcast.
net or 717-258-4216.  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children will be offered
every Tuesday in Lent from 4-5 p.m. in the lower church at St. Joseph
in Lancaster. Prayer, praise, song, Stations of the Cross for children.
All ages and abilities welcome. For information, or to start Adoration
for children in your parish, contact catechist Patricia Wang at 717396-0635.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father Walter
Sempko March 16 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are heard in English and Polish after Mass. The
Polish Mass in April will be celebrated on the second Sunday of the
month, April 13.
La Santa Messa per San Giuseppe – Italian Mass for the Feast
of St. Joseph – will be celebrated at Holy Name of Jesus Church
in Harrisburg March 23 at 2:30 p.m. by Father Joshua Brommer.
The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee will provide a reception
after Mass in the social hall. Through the generosity of the Collura,
Manzella and Rizzotto families, there will be a traditional St. Joseph
Altar created in the social hall. This altar will be blessed and the food
will then be donated. For more information, contact Mariella Amato
at 717-278-9420 or Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698 or disanto1@
comcast.net.
Father Kevin MacDonald, former professional baseball playerturned Redemptorist priest, will present a parish mission at St.
Francis Xavier Church in Gettysburg March 23-25 each evening at 7
p.m. Father MacDonald attended Boston College, where he played
hockey and baseball, and played as a shortstop in the minor leagues
for the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1978. He was ordained a priest in 1991
and currently ministers in the Virgin Islands. At the parish mission, he
will speak on “A New Beginning.” A free-will offering will be collected
for the Redemptorists.
Taize – Lenten prayer around the Cross – will be held at St. Cyril
Spiritual Center in Danville March 28 and April 18 from 6:30-7:30
p.m. in the basilica. It consists of song, adoration, Scripture reading,
silence and intercessory prayer. Register by March 21 for March 28,
and by April 11 for April 18 at 570-275-0910 or www.sscm.org and
click on “current events.”
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated by Father William
Forrey April 1 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland.
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated by Father William
Weary at St. Jude Thaddeus Church in Mifflintown April 3 at 6 p.m.
A Mass for persons with Autism and their families will be held
April 5 at 6 p.m. at St. Catherine Laboure Church, Harrisburg. Father
Neil Sullivan, pastor, will hear Confessions after Mass for families
who wish to take advantage of this opportunity during Lent. There will
be assistants available to be with any children whose parents wish to
go to Confession. For further information, contact Alice Womer, Parish Advocate for People with Disabilities, at amwomer@aol.com.
Scouts, leaders, and their families are cordially invited to attend
the Girl Scout Recognition Mass on May 4 at 2 p.m. at St. Theresa
Church in New Cumberland. Registration for Scouts who will be
recognized for earning religious emblems is available on the diocesan
Web site at https://www.formstack.com/forms/?1670912-ntAMf30YZI.
Optional patches to commemorate the event may be ordered through
the website as well. Deadline for registration is April 25. For more
information, contact Carolyn Pfeifer at 717-737-8713 or pfeifer47@
verizon.net.

Education, Enrichment & Support

The Vatican International Exhibition of The Eucharistic Miracles
of the World is coming to Lancaster. The exhibit will be hosted by
Knights of Columbus Council #6810 and is showing at St. Leo the
Great School in Rohrerstown March 15 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., after
4:30 p.m. Mass from 6-9 p.m. and concluding Sunday after 12 p.m.
The photo exhibit premiered in Rome in 2005 during the Year of the
Eucharistic and tells the story of 126 Church-approved Eucharistic
Miracles. March 16 will also be the beginning of St. Leo’s 40 hours
devotion. For more information about this exhibit, call St. Leo the
Great Church at 717-394-1742.
A men’s night of reflection will be held March 22 following the Saturday evening Mass at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey, sponsored
by the St. Joan of Arc Knights of Columbus. Father Michael W. Rothan, pastor, will offer a reflection at 7 p.m. From 6:30-7, the Knights
will offer food and fellowship. RSVP at www.stjoanhershey.org.
EWTN co-host Doug Barry will be at Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Church in Elysburg March 29 to offer a “Battle Ready Rally” for
high school students and adults. The evening will begin with 5 p.m.
Mass, and the rally will follow at 7 p.m. There is no cost for the rally,
but a free-will offering will be collected. Mr. Barry has given conferences/retreats for many audiences for the past 23 years. He founded
RADIX Catholic Apostolate in 1992 and has worked with youth, men’s
conferences/retreats, Confirmation retreats, marriage retreats and
family conferences. He is also co-host for EWTN’s television program
“Life on the Rock.” A “Battle Ready Rally” is powerful and to the point.
The goal for the rally is to come to as many towns/cities as possible,
and rally, recruit and fire up the faithful troops for Christ and encourage God’s zeal for the faith. It is a rally of prayer, inspiration and
sacraments. For information, contact Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Parish in Elysburg at 570-672-2302.
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Berwick is offering Father
Robert Barron’s new DVD series, “Catholicism: The New Evangelization.” The next session will be at 6:30 p.m. April 3 – Lesson 3, New
Expression Part 1. One video will be presented each month through
July.
The Advocates for People with Disabilities in the Lancaster
Catholic Deaneries will be hosting the 2nd annual Prayer and Care

Day on April 26 at Lancaster Catholic High School. We would like
to provide an opportunity for women caregivers of our parishes to
refresh body, mind and spirit through prayer and fellowship. It is a
free day of pampering! If you are interested, please check with your
parish office for details.
An AARP 55+ Driver Safety Course will be sponsored by Knights
of Columbus Council 12404 of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola
April 28 from 9 a.m.-1:15 p.m. The four-hour course may save you
5% on auto insurance for three years, subject to insurance company
approval. Participants needs proof of taking the eight-hour course.
The refresher course will be held in the parish center. Cost is $20
per person ($15 for AARP members). Register online at www.aarp.
org/findacourse or checks should be made payable to AARP and
mailed to Owen Moore, 411 N. 4th Street, Lemoyne, PA, 17043. For
information, call 717-761-4822.
A Pro-Life Town Hall Luncheon featuring Michael Ciccocioppo and Micaiah Bilger of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation
will be held April 29 from noon-1:30 p.m. at the Pine Barn Inn
in Danville. They will share the latest on important pro-life issues such as abortion, the Affordable Care Act, pro-life gains in
Pennsylvania, notorious abortionists in our state, a defense of
pro-life beliefs, and more. Cost is $12 cash, including tax and
gratuity. No credit cards. RSVP by April 23 to Judy Dobson,
president of the Columbia/Montour Pennsylvanians for Human
Life, at 570-271-0444 or pcnurse@verizon.net.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

The Women’s Group of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish
in Elysburg, “Women, Wine and Psalm,” will hold a Spring Spiritual
Retreat March 29, beginning with 8:30 a.m. Mass in the chapel.
Opening prayer service will be at 9:30 a.m., presented by Sister
Jean Marie Holup of the Sisters of St. Cyril and Methodius in Danville. Topic will be “Mary, the Compassion of God and First Disciple.”
Retreat will end with lunch at noon in Father Slough Hall. Retreat
open to women of area parishes, $10 cost for lunch. Contact Tina
Jansen at 570-850-8474.
A Lenten retreat sponsored by the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius will be held at St. Cyril’s Spiritual Center in Danville March 30
from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Offering of $35 includes a complete dinner.
Register by March 20 by calling Sister Michaelette at 570-275-3581.
A women’s Lenten mini-retreat will be hosted by the Cumberland-Perry District Council of Catholic Women March 30 at St.
Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg. Suzanne Bruzga, pastoral associate at St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg, will speak
on the Holy Triduum. Program begins with registration and lunch at
12:30 p.m., but women are encouraged to consider arriving at 11:15
a.m. for Mass in the church. The day will include presentations and
small group discussion, and will conclude with Living Stations of the
Cross. Cost is $10. Registration deadline is March 21; contact Mary
Vukelich at 717-766-9433.
The Court Queen of Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters of the
Americas will host “A Retreat for Women: Mary, the New Eve” at the
Parish Activity Center at St. Philip the Apostle Parish in Millersville
April 6 from 1:30-4:30 p.m. with light lunch at 12:45. The retreat
will be conducted by Sister Mary Paul Giordano, D.M., and Father
Mark Speitel, Catholic Campus Minister at Millersville University.
The retreat is free, but donations will be accepted. RSVP to Rita
Smith-Wade-El at 717-203-3441 or rsmithwade-el@millersville.edu
by March 31.
A 24-hour, silent, directed retreat will be offered at St. Cyril’s
Spiritual Center in Danville by Sister Jean Marie, SSCM, from 7
p.m.-7 p.m. April 11-12. Offering is $95, or stay for the silent, directed
weekend April 11-13 with an offering of $165. Registration deadline
is April 4. Register by calling 570-275-0910 or visit www.sscm.org
and click “current events.”
Saint Mary by-the-Sea in Cape May Point, N.J., a retreat house
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Philadelphia, will offer the following
events this summer: Creative Spirits Weekend for artists May 30June 1; Mysticism from a Cosmic Perspective June 12-15; 12-Step
Spirituality Retreat June 19-22; and a Directed Retreat (six or eight
days) June 26 or 28-July 5. For information or reservations, contact
609-884-8708 or mamulzet@gmail.com.
The Little Flowers Senior Club of St. Theresa Parish in New
Cumberland will host a Philadelphia history tour June 18. See the
Eastern State Penitentiary (last home of Al Capone), 19th century
firehouse and a 90-year-old bakery for coffee and cannoli. Cost of
$100 includes motorcoach, lunch, taxes & tips. Departs Camp Hill at
6:45 a.m. Reservations, call 717-774-5671 or 717-774-6783.
The Pilgrimage to the Holy Land originally planned for this
month through Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown has
been postponed until Nov. 2-12, 2014. This trip includes Jerusalem, Tiberias and Tel Aviv. Cost of the trip is $3,459.00 per person
(double occupancy) and an additional $615 per person for single
occupancy. Price includes roundtrip motor coach transportation from
Harrisburg and Abbottstown to NY JFK Airport, roundtrip airfare from
JFK on non-stop flights with Delta Airlines, accommodation in first
class hotels, land transportation by deluxe motor coach, all transfers
and porterage, sightseeing with a licensed Christian guide, all entrance fees and daily Mass. For a brochure and information, contact
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Abbottstown at 717-259-0611.

Events & Fund-Raisers

Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia is holding its 90th annual
fastnacht bake. Cost is $5.75 a dozen for plain, $6.75 a dozen for
glazed. Fastnachts must be pre-ordered by calling 717-681-2505
from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown is holding its annual St. Patrick’s Day Dance March 15 with
music by Class Act featuring Rita. Art Proctor is the guest singer.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Cost of $15 includes music, food, beer,
and set-ups. BYOB. Must be 21 or older to attend. For information,
contact Darlene at 717-939-7494 or Jan at 717-944-2340.
St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will host an all-you-can-eat Italian
cuisine dinner March 16 from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., featuring chicken
parmesan, meatballs, homemade spaghetti, cavatelli with broccoli,
oil and garlic, salad, dinner rolls, beverages and desserts. Eat in or

take out. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children ages 6-12. Tickets
available at the door.
Lebanon Catholic School will host a scholarship application
workshop March 19 from 6-7 p.m. to guide families in filling out timesensitive Neumann Foundation Scholarship applications for financial
aid. Bi-lingual assistance will be provided for families with questions
on the scholarship application forms. Register by calling 717-2733731, ext. 327. There is no cost to attend.
The St. Anne’s Retirement Community Auxiliary is sponsoring
a spring craft show to benefit the residents March 22 from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at the retirement community in Columbia. Craft vendors include
jewelry, crocheted items, cross stitch, wooden items, lighted bottles,
bird feeders, scarves, hair accessories, paintings, lamps, candles
and air fresheners, and beaded items. A limited number of vendor
spaces are available; call 717-684-8118. Lunch of soup, hot dogs,
BBQ, cold drinks, and coffee will be available. There will be a baked
goods table.
A pancake breakfast will take place March 23 from 8 a.m.-noon at
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield.Tickets will be sold
at the door. Cost is $6 for adults, $3 for children 6-12. For information, call 717-642-8815.
An International Dinner, sponsored by the Corpus Christi Council
of Catholic Women, will be held at 5 p.m. March 23 in the Corpus
Christi Parish Center, Chambersburg. Proceeds benefit The St.
Vincent De Paul Society Food Bank, which serves the poor and
hungry of Franklin County. Enjoy the live entertainment of the Big
Band Combo with music from the Big Band era. Call Edna at 717264-8832 or Brenda at 717-658-8191. Tickets also available at the
Parish Office. Cost is $15 for adults, $6 for children 5-12, free for
children under 5. Purchase tickets by March 19; no walk-ins the day
of the event.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg and Penn State
Extension will offer the StrongWomen/Growing Stronger Program
this spring. This is an eight week program geared for middle-aged
to older women and men to help individuals increase their strength,
bone density, balance and energy and help them look and feel better.
Participants will meet two times a week for one hour sessions. There
is a $55 fee for this program. Morning classes will be held Mondays
and Wednesdays, 9:30–10:30 a.m., at St. Katharine Drexel Parish.
The session will run March 24–May 14. No class April 21. Mandatory
paperwork must be completed in order to participate in the program
and individuals over age 70 must get a doctor’s permission. Past
participants must pre-register. For more information, or to register,
call 717-240-6500. Visit http://extension.psu.edu/cumberland for
additional StrongWomen information.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall is holding a fund-raiser
for its new church March 29 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the parish center.
More than 30 vendors, including Princess House, Arbonne, Signature, Sour Dough Bread, Homemade Soaps and Shampoos, Close
To My Heart, 31 Bags, Stampin Up, Tupperware, Longaberger, and
more. A raffle will feature items donated by each the vendors. Food
to eat and food to-go, including barbecue chicken and sandwiches. A
bake sale is also being held. Contact Trish Lamont at 717-964-2230
or trish.lamont@gmail.com.
The Youth Ministry of Assumption BVM Parish in Lancaster
will hold a bingo featuring ThirtyOne Bags and Longaberger baskets
March 30 at 1575 New Danville Pike in Lancaster. Doors open at
noon, bingo begins at 1 p.m. Tickets are $15 in advance, $17 at
the door while tickets last. Proceeds benefit the teens participating
in Catholic Heart Work Camp and the Steubenville Conference.
For advance tickets, send a self-addressed stamped envelope with
check made out to St. Mary’s Youth Ministry to St. Mary’s Church,
119 South Prince Street, Lancaster, PA 17603.
A craft, vendor and food fair will be held at St. Joseph Parish
in Berwick April 5 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Homemade food will include
potato pancakes, pierogi, fireballs, porkette and more.
Delone Catholic High School’s Music Department in McSherrystown will hold a family spaghetti dinner in the cafeteria April 5 from
4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m., before the Drama Department’s performance of
“Alice In Wonderland.” Cost is $6 for adults, $4 for children 4-12 and
children 3 and under are free. Contact Kevin Heilman for tickets and
information at 717-259-5871 or email at: kheilman@delonecatholic.
org.
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg will host the 26th
Annual Blue & Gold Gala: The Gatsby Gala on April 12 from
5:30-11:30 p.m. The evening will include a silent and live auction, a
formal dinner catered by Premier, and live entertainment by Cruise
Control. Guests are encouraged to dress in the Gatsby theme. For
reservations, sponsorship, donating an auction item, or purchasing
an advertisement in our program, visit http://www.bishopmcdevitt.
org/advancement/events/blue-a-gold-gala to download forms. Any
questions, contact Erin at econnaghan@bishopmcdevitt.org or Cheri
at ccomasco@bishopmcdevitt.org or call 717-236-7973 ext 2135.
The Delone Catholic Music Department will be holding its 33rd
Annual Music Appreciation Dinner April 12 at S.A.V.E.S. Social Hall,
McSherrystown. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and a family style turkey
dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Each ticket is $100 for a chance to
win one of 52 cash prizes, including the grand prize of $5,000. Each
ticket admits two adults. No one under 21 permitted. Contact Ginger
Slagle for tickets and information at 717-451-6399 or gslagle@
delonecatholic.org.
The Council of Catholic Women of Holy Name of Jesus Parish
in Harrisburg will hold their annual flea market April 26 from 7 a.m.2 p.m. Reserve a table by calling Susan Malesic at 717-545-3566.

Parishes & Organizations

Immaculate Conception Academy (Grades K-8), Douglassville,
PA, is seeking an educational leader to serve as Principal. The ideal
candidate must be experienced in and committed to the mission
of Catholic education. Candidates should possess the ability to
work effectively with academic and student affairs, the application
of instructional technology, strategic planning, enrollment management, institutional advancement and fiscal management. Applicants
should possess excellent oral and written communication skills and
a collaborative leadership style. Submit letter of interest, resume,
background clearances, and appropriate certifications with personal
and professional references to ICA Search Committee at resumes.
icabvm@gmail.com or mail to ICA Search Committee c/o 310
Washington Street, Birdsboro, PA 19508. Application deadline: March
7, 2014. EOE.
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Real Alternatives Increases
Pro-Life Presence with Mobile Unit
The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
BERWICK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Mary Mazzie,
Virginia Riofski.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Marcia F. Dodge, Matthew C. Haney.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Edwin V. Secott.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Mark Paloney.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Stanley F. Olszewski.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Mary
Groff.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:
Pauline Cecilia Descar, Anselma
(Nancy) Foley.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Josephine
Hilkert, Martin Ross.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Miguel Aguilar, Thomas
Arnold, Nadine Kuykendall, Esther
Lovett, Anthony Maturo, Effie
Sanders, Pearl Sanders, Anthony
Straus, Leo Weaver.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Charles Micklo, Roseann E. Sanders,
Rita Storm.
HARRISBURG – Holy Name of
Jesus: Dorothy Tosheff; St. Catherine
Labouré: Marie Young; St. Francis of
Assisi: Mary Ellen (Maugans) Rivera.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Orfeo
“Ike” Corsetti, Norma Galipo, Jeff
Hahn.
JONESTOWN – Our Lady of
Fatima: JoAnne Kramer.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Helen
Wisniewski.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Jane Ehemann, Barbara Flanagan.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
C. Joan Hickey, Gary Szollose,
Kelley J. Vardzik.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Evelyn Heineman, Sarah
Stoicheff.

MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Sally A. Long,
Agnes D. Staub.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Miles Grasser, Anne Harris, Edna
Miller, Josephine Ritza.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Loretta Amspacher.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Jerome Andrukanis.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Elsie Carpenter, Patricia Lujanac, Mary Mohnal, Marcello Soto.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Sal
Cordaro, Bruce Hartman, Richard
Musko, Joseph Ponessa.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X:
Joseph Molitoris.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Ronald Dauksha, Robert Knowles,
Sr., John McGinn, Evelyn Mowery,
Mary Pochekailo, Joseph Smallets, Sr.,
Aloysius Tomcavave, Vincent Varano.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Francisco A. Vega; St. Patrick:;
St. Rose of Lima: Patricia A. Brennan,
August Hartinger.

For the fourth year in a row, Real Alternatives, the statewide administrator of the Pennsylvania Alternatives to Abortion Program, reports an increase in the number of women
served. In fiscal year 2012-2013, 19,325 women were provided with comprehensive free,
caring and compassionate pregnancy support and parenting education services. For many
such women, they were served at one of Real Alternatives’ contracted sites across Pennsylvania throughout the full nine months of their pregnancy, and for 12 additional months
after the birth of their baby. As the historical data always bears out, with increased funding
to $6.044 million for the 2012-2013 fiscal year through PA’s Department of Public Welfare,
the Real Alternatives statewide network of Service Providers were able to increase the number of women they were able to serve.
Real Alternatives encouraged one of its service providers, Catholic Social Service of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, to find more innovative ways to bring life-affirming support
services where they are most needed. The result was the New Beginnings van, spearheaded
by Amy Stoner, Director of Community-based Services.
“The New Beginnings mobile unit extends the reach of our counselors and resources beyond site-based engagement. We are no longer limited by where we have offices, or whether
a prospective client can get to us. Now we are going out to them, in their neighborhoods,
even in their own homes,” she said. “The New Beginnings van is a visible witness to our
support for pregnant moms, and positions us better than ever before to ensure that they have
every opportunity to make the choice for life. With seasoned counselors now deployed right
where the action is, this is truly front line pro-life work.”
Commenting on the increased services, lower abortions, and the New Beginnings van,
Real Alternatives’ President and CEO, Kevin I. Bagatta, Esquire said, “With news like this,
it’s not surprising to me that the state of Texas has been operating our program there since
2006, and that the state of Michigan recently requested Real Alternatives to operate our
program in their state. The program simply works because of the devoted counselors who
work very hard to meet the needs of women who are experiencing unexpected, unplanned,
and oftentimes, crisis pregnancies. This is how we need to be helping women, not pushing
them to abort their babies.”
Visit www.RealAlternatives.org/film for a short film about the program. For more information, contact Kevin Bagatta at 717-541-1112, or ra-admin@comcast.net.

Woman’s Club to Host Annual Fashion Show
Please pray for the following
clergy who died in March during
the past 25 years:
Father Joseph Zednowicz, 1989
Deacon William Smith, 1994
Father Stephen Jordan, 1994
Franciscan Father Gerald
Kedziora, 2002
Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo, 2004
Conventual Franciscan
Father Robert Grzybowski, 2007
Deacon J. Leo Dunn, 2007
Abbot John Neitzel, O. Praem, 2008
Father Lawrence Gross, 2009
Father John Greaney, 2009.

The Catholic Woman’s Club of York will hold its 46th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon on April 12 from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Outdoor Country Club of York. All
proceeds will benefit the club’s scholarship fund.
Enjoy a fashion show with several new vendors and special goodie bags, raffle baskets,
music and more. Menu includes fruit, chicken salad Veronique and limoncello flute. Special
emcee is Lori Burkholder from WGAL-TV Channel 8.
Cost is $35. Checks should be made payable to The Catholic Woman’s Club and sent to
Barb Bucher, 2927 Clear Springs Blvd., York PA 17406. Contact alanis1bjb@aol.com or
call 717-676-3810. Please include any special seating requests. RSVP by April 1.

Holy Spirit Announces
Annual FertilityCare Practitioner Program
Holy Spirit Health System in Camp Hill announces its annual Creighton Model FertilityCare Practitioner education program. The Practitioner Program is 13 months long and
consists of two education phases, two supervised practica and an onsite visit. Students are
educated in both the basic as well as advanced aspects of the Creighton Model FertilityCare
System. In addition to achieving or avoiding pregnancy, this system can help in evaluation and treatment of infertility, repetitive miscarriage, abnormal bleeding, ovarian cysts,
pelvic pain, PMS, and perimenopausal symptoms. Only the educational phases are done on
campus, all other educational services are provided through an innovative system of long
distance supervision and onsite visitation. Education Phase I will be held at the Diocese of
Harrisburg April 28-May 5. Applications are currently being accepted. All students enrolled
in the Practitioner Program are required to take a criterion referenced, professionally administered final certificate examination, following successful completion of the two education
phases and two supervised practica. For more information, call Spirit FertilityCare Services
at 717-514-6136 or e-mail Dorice.Millar@hsh.org.

Mission of Mercy’s Mobile Medical
Clinic to Expand to New Church Location
Mission of Mercy is relocating its mobile medical clinic from its current site at Christ
Lutheran Church to St. Francis of Assisi’s former school in Harrisburg. The first day in the
new location will be April 4, with additional clinic dates on April 25, May 9 and 30.
“The new location will continue to serve the Allison Hill and broader community while
providing more opportunities for partnership and collaboration with our fellow medical and
safety net providers in Harrisburg and Dauphin County,” noted Jennifer Charlton, Executive Director of Mission of Mercy.
Mission of Mercy is hosting a “Building to Heal” day March 29 to clean up the space and
make minor repairs. “We’re asking the faith community, nonprofits, patients and everyone
who is willing to pitch in with hammers and elbow grease. In-kind donations of materials
and service are also appreciated,” said Ms. Charlton.
The day will begin at 8 a.m. with coffee and donuts, continue through the morning with
lunch at the soup kitchen, and wrap up around 2 p.m. Those available to assist can contact
Jennifer White at jwhite@amissionofmercy.org, 717-642-9062.
Since 2002, Mission of Mercy has provided nearly 17,000 medical and dental patient visits to residents of Harrisburg and Dauphin County. In addition, the local program dispenses
approximately 10,200 free prescriptions a year through their six clinic locations.
“We look at our services as part of the total health care solution in the area,” said Ms.
Charlton. “Additionally, our expanded partnership with Holy Spirit Health System allows
our patients to receive radiology services, including MRI’s,” she noted.
Mission of Mercy seeks to restore dignity, and to heal through God’s Love. Its clinics provide compassionate care to the uninsured who do not qualify for health assistance programs.
Founded in 1994, Mission of Mercy is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. With the
support of approximately 300 volunteer medical and administrative professionals, Mission
of Mercy has served more than 28,000 patients through more than 166,000 visits to their
clinics. In addition, the Maryland/Pennsylvania program has dispensed more than 358,000
free prescription medications. Mission of Mercy is not a recipient of government funding
and relies solely on donations from churches, private sector civic organizations, corporations, foundations and individuals for its charitable services. For more information, visit
www.aMissionofMercy.org/maryland-pennsylvania or call 717-642-9062.

14 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, MARCH 14, 2014

Father David Hillier
Continued from 1

time – sit straight up.
The homily included a reference to “Star Wars,”
and immediately illustrated for Mrs. Sweger that
Father Hillier could relate with children, students
and adults.
“To my family, Father Dave was larger than life,”
said Mrs. Sweger. She and her husband, Benjamin,
are parents of four children. “He held our hands
through difficult times and he was there for us in
happy times as well.”
When the Sweger’s daughter was born, she was
taken to the NICU at Harrisburg Hospital. Mrs.
Sweger wasn’t permitted to go see her newborn
baby, so her husband was preparing to go in alone
and talk to the doctors about their daughter’s prognosis. Father Hillier visited the couple at the hospital, and accompanied Mr. Sweger as he met with
medical personnel.
“Sometimes when you’re in a stressful situation,
you’re so worried that you can’t always focus on
what you’re being told, so Father Dave was with
my husband not only to offer support, but to hear
the doctors as well,” Mrs. Sweger said.
“That is just one example of how Father Dave
always went above and beyond when it came to
his church family,” she said. “He was a bright
light, and we’re better for having known him.”
Father Hillier was born in New Brunswick,
N.J., to the late Andrew and Margaret Hillier on
Aug. 29, 1950. He attended Franklin School and
Metuchen High School in Metuchen, N.J. He studied at St. Mary’s College in St. Mary’s, Ky., (19681970) and St. Meinrad’s College in St. Meinrad,
Ind. (1970-1972). He received a degree in English
from St. Meinrad College and a Masters of Divinity Degree from St. Meinrad School of Theology.
Father Hillier was ordained to the priesthood on
May 22, 1976, at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Trenton,
N.J. As a priest of the Diocese of Trenton, he served
at St. Francis Cathedral in Metuchen, St. Rose of
Lima Parish in Freehold, N.J., St. Paul Parish in
Princeton, N.J., Epiphany Parish in Brick, N.J.,
and Ascension Parish in Bradley Beach, N.J. He
also served as a chaplain at Trenton State College
and Trenton Psychiatric Hospital.
In 2003, Father Hillier came to the Diocese of
Harrisburg, where he served as parochial vicar at
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster until 2006,
and then as pastor of Our Lady of the Visitation
Parish and campus minister at Shippensburg University from 2006 until the time of his death.
Father Joseph Scheib first met Father Hillier
when the two entered St. Meinrad’s Seminary in
1972. Their friendship continued after ordination,
and they often went on vacation and retreats together.
“He could be considered to be a good example
of what Pope Francis talks about as a mission-

2015 Meeting
Continued from 1

folks talk about trying to ‘seal the deal’
with the pope,” Nutter quipped.
Pope Francis has not confirmed he
will attend the last day of the meeting,
which past popes have done.
Archbishop Chaput announced members of the leadership team planning the
World Meeting of Families event, and
they include some of the heaviest hitters in Philadelphia’s civic and business
spheres.
Robert J. Ciaruffoli, president of the
big Philadelphia accounting firm Parente Beard, was named president of the
2015 World Meeting of Families organization, which is a separate group and
not a Philadelphia archdiocesan office.
Named as co-chairs of the group were
Brian L. Roberts, CEO of cable TV giant Comcast Corp.; David L. Cohen,
a top executive with Comcast; Joseph
Neubauer, chairman of food services
firm Aramark; Daniel J. Hilferty, CEO
of Independence Blue Cross; and James
Maguire of the Maguire Foundation

ary disciple,” Father Scheib said of Father Hillier.
“From the beginning, he was very conscious of his
lack of perfection and his desire for perfection, but
he wasn’t letting it keep him from doing something.
He was always very conscientious in his ministry,
whether that was in youth ministry, mental health
ministry or as a parish priest. He allowed the needs
of the people to which he was assigned to guide
him.”
Father Scheib also pointed to Father Hillier’s love
of music, which spanned several genres, and how it
helped young people relate to him.
“He would remark that even as he began to find
pop music less interesting and moved to the more
adult contemporary genre, he still found that paying
attention to pop music was a help in connecting him
to younger people,” he said.
“It takes a special priest to reach out to young people, and he certainly had that ability, through music,
and through his sense of humor” said his sister, Patricia DiSturco. “There was a time when he wondered
if he was too old to work with the students at the
university. I told him, ‘David, keep in mind that you
haven’t actually grown old yourself.’ He had many
interests in common with the young people. He was
goofy and silly while still being a holy priest, and
that connected with them.”
“Father Dave loved working with the students at
Shippensburg University. He was an asset to the
campus community and will be truly missed,” said
Dr. Allison Predecki, a member of Our Lady of the
Visitation Parish, Associate Professor of Chemistry
at Shippensburg and a member of the university’s
Catholic Campus Ministry Advisory Board.
Dr. Daniel Predecki, also a parishioner, Associate
Professor of Chemistry and member of the Catholic
Campus Ministry Advisory Board, concurred.
“Father Dave felt his calling in life was to work
with students in campus ministry. He told me on
several occasions that he was very proud of the
Shippensburg University students who attended his
Sunday evening service in the Cora I. Grove Spiritual Center,” he said.
He noted the priest’s approachable nature, genial
and savvy homilies, intelligence and wit.
“Father Dave’s popularity crossed all borders, regardless of religious beliefs,” he said. “He was well
respected and well liked, especially by the students
at Shippensburg University.”
The elder members of the Catholic community
also held a special place in Father Hillier’s heart.
Every Wednesday, for example, he would celebrate Mass for the residents of Green Ridge Village,
a senior living community in Newville.
Louise Bonnie volunteers there by helping to escort the residents to Mass. She pointed out that Father Hillier celebrated Ash Wednesday Mass there,
just hours before he died.
“He was always jovial with the residents there,”
said Mrs. Bonnie. “He never refused anybody anything. He was always there for us, no matter what

and leading philanthropist for Catholic
causes in the region.
Corbett said he expected perhaps
1 million visitors if Pope Francis celebrates the public Mass on Sept. 27,
2015, the concluding day of the event.
The most recent such meeting in Milan, Italy, in 2012 drew 1 million to that
city.
Corbett also estimated the economic
impact of the visit is “in the range of
$100 million.”
Although Comcast’s Roberts and Cohen will not attend the meeting at the
Vatican later in March, the other members and Archbishop Chaput, Corbett
and Nutter will begin meetings March
25 with Vatican officials to plan logistics for the Philadelphia event.
Representatives of the Pontifical
Council for the Family, which sponsors
the World Meeting of Families every
three years in a different city and of
which Archbishop Chaput is a recently
named member, will meet with the delegation March 25. Later in the day, a
news conference in Rome will include
the archbishop and Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the council.

was happening.”
Mrs. Bonnie, who is approaching 90 years of
age, said she appreciated Father Hillier’s gentle
nature when she went to him for the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. “He was always very good in
guiding me,” she said, “and always had a very
positive outlook on life.”
The positive outlook and sense of humor remained with Father Hillier even in times of
physical trial, noted Dr. Joseph Zume, Associate Professor of Geography and Earth Science at
Shippensburg, and a member of the Catholic Campus Ministry board.
He spoke of Father Hillier’s ability to joke when
he arrived at Mass on crutches following foot surgery two years ago, and after receiving several
stitches in his head due to a fall in December. On
the latter occasion, with his head in bandages, he
joked the he was there to play Santa Claus.
“That was Father Dave; a man full of humor and
positive energy,” Dr. Zume said. “It didn’t matter
what he was going through – his enthusiasm never
failed.”
“For my family, we feel a personal loss. Over
these past years, Father Dave has visited our home
and we also visited with him,” he said. “When my
wife was admitted to the Chambersburg Hospital
in September 2009, Father Dave arrived as soon
as he received the news. When we had marital
struggles, Father Dave was there to listen to us and
offer his wise counsel. When our daughter applied
to boarding schools, Father Dave wrote recommendation letters for her. He was simply there for
us whenever we needed him. No greater priest can
one ask for than one that meets you wherever you
are. Father Dave was that priest.”
Father Hillier’s sister, Patricia DiSturco, is certain that the priesthood “was his absolute calling
in life.”
“We saw the joy and the passion he had in being
a priest,” she said. “It was heartwarming for me
to watch him celebrate Mass. Every time, it was a
thrill for me to see. He was in the right place. He
was where he wanted to be, and as happy as any
person could be in life.”
“I think David would want everyone to pay
things forward in life,” Mrs. DiSturco said of her
brother. “If there was something kind that he did
for you, pay it forward to the next person. When
you hear a song or a joke that reminds you of him,
just smile and think about him.”
(Contributions in Father Hillier’s memory may
be made to Our Lady of the Visitation Catholic
Church, 305 N. Prince Street, Shippensburg PA,
17257.)

The following day, the delegation
will have an audience with Pope Francis, who was clearly on the members’
minds at the Philadelphia news conference.
Corbett invited people to pray that
the pope would visit Philadelphia,
while Nutter addressed the logistical
and security challenges of handling the
expected 1 million visitors or more.
“There’s not a doubt we can do this,”
Nutter said. “We do big events in the
city of Philadelphia.”
Whether 1 million or 2 million people attend, “we want people to come.
We will do whatever we have to do to
make this a very successful and great
event here in Philadelphia. You can
take that to the bank,” he said.
As excited as the interested Catholics
in the audience were about the prospect
of the pope attending the event next
year, Archbishop Chaput kept the focus
on family life.
The World Meeting of Families “has
the power to transform in deeply positive ways not just the spirit of Catholic
life in our region but our entire community,” he said.

The meeting will run Sept. 22-27,
2015, and include three days of family gatherings, speeches and breakout sessions in a yet-to-be-announced
space that would accommodate 20,000
people, the archbishop said.
Programs would include discussion
of economic, psychological and spiritual issues facing families, among others, he said, though he added it was too
early yet for specifics.
“We will talk about problems families have today, but we want to be very
positive about the family,” Archbishop Chaput said. “We hope to have all
kinds of ways of helping families avail
themselves of grace and holiness.”
He said that the World Meeting of
Families will need to raise significantly more than the $5 million already
raised, but anything left over from the
conclusion of the meeting will be given
to the poor.
“I hope we can give a gift to Pope
Francis [for the poor],” the archbishop
said. “That’s a great focus of his and I
think he’d be very pleased with that.”
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Why You Should become a Knight
If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving your parish, growing in your faith or having exclusive access
to top-rated insurance protection for your family, then the Knights of Columbus is the organization for you.
The Knights of Columbus is a band of
brothers, a network of men in communities around the world dedicated to doing
good in the service of God and neighbor.
They help meet the needs of those in
the local community, provide “Coats for
Kids” and “Food for Families,” support
programs that benefit people with intellectual disabilities, aid victims of natural
disasters and other catastrophic events
local and worldwide, donate wheelchairs
to people without mobility at home and
abroad, and save lives through initiatives
such as the “Ultrasound Program.”
Charity is the first principle of the
Knights of Columbus. Knights are men
who get things done. They volunteer time
to serve parishes and communities, and
by working together, they were able to
donate more than $1.4 billion and 664
million volunteer hours to worthy causes
in the past decade.
Unity and fraternity are the second and
third principles of the Knights of Columbus. The Knights of Columbus was
founded so that men could work together
to serve their parishes and communities,
protect the well-being of the Catholic
families, and support each other in faith
and in many other ways along life’s journey. The Knights of Columbus offers its
members the opportunity to grow in their
faith by living the example of a charity that evangelizes and by personifying
what it means to be a Catholic gentleman
through the practicing of good works.
From charity for worldwide causes, to
helping closer to home with volunteer
activities, to a top-rated insurance program that protects those closest to you,
the Knights makes the most of its brotherhood.
Make a stand among them, and you can
discover how easy it is to make a difference in your life and that of others.

Visit www.kofc.org/join, and look for Knights of Columbus in your parish during membership drives through June.

Save the Date
This week on Catholic Perspective, listeners will hear the final installment of a multipart
interview with Bishop Designate, the Very Reverend Ronald W. Gainer. In this segment,
he shares what it was like to receive the telephone call telling him that he had been chosen
by Pope Francis to be the next Bishop of Harrisburg. Bishop Gainer also expresses what
it is like for him to say goodbye to people he has served for 11 years in Lexington, Ky. He
also speaks about the excitement and joy that he is feeling in becoming the 11th Bishop of
Harrisburg and asks for the patience and prayers of all the people of the diocese. Tune in
to hear from our next shepherd.
An American Knight is a book by local Catholic author Norman Fulkerson. Contributor
Rose Atkinson speaks with the author about this biography of Catholic soldier Colonel
John Ripley. Norman recounts how Colonel Ripley’s principles are based on his Catholic
faith.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of
the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. It can be heard Mondays at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m.
on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.;
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZAM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM
88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.
com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. It can also be heard
on line at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Are you listening in the morning? Start your day with “The Morning Show” on
Holy Family Radio, AM 720, WHYF. Tune in weekdays from 7:30- 9 a.m. You’ll hear
faith-based talk, information and discussion, along with the latest news, weather and
more in a fast moving, get you going format. Bad reception? You can listen online at
www.720whyf.com.

• Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic
Women’s 89th
Annual Convention
• Monday, May 5, 2014
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
• “Be the Voice of Catholic Women
with Confidence, Hope and Joy”
• Detailed information will be forthcoming
in future editions of The Catholic Witness

Annulment Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic
perspective in the coming months. These presentations will be
helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people who wish to
marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process
and those who have a vested interested because of family or
friends.
Presentations will include a question-and-answer session
and an opportunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff
and representatives. For more information, call 717-657-4804
or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

Schedule of Presentations:

• March 31 at 7 p.m. – St. Joseph, York
• May 17 at 10 a.m. – St. Pius X, Selinsgrove
• June 4 at 7 p.m. – St. Patrick, Carlisle
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Lent Comes ‘to Reawaken Us,’ Pope Says
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

L

ent is meant to wake up Christians
and help them see that God can
give them the strength to change their
lives and their surroundings, Pope Francis said.
Before receiving and distributing
ashes at an evening Mass March 5, Ash
Wednesday, Pope Francis gave a homily
focused on a line from the prophet Joel:
“Rend your hearts, not your garments.”
The prophet, he said at the Mass at
Rome’s Basilica of Santa Sabina, “reminds us that conversion can’t be reduced to exterior forms or vague resolutions, but involves and transforms one’s
entire existence, starting with the center
of the person, the conscience.”
The Mass began after a penitential
procession from the nearby monastery
of St. Anselm. To a chanted litany of
saints, the pope walked behind Benedictines from St. Anselm, Dominicans from
Santa Sabina and cardinals who work in
the Vatican.
The pope received ashes from Slovakian Cardinal Jozef Tomko, the cardinalpriest of Santa Sabina.
Conversion starts with recognizing
that “we are creatures, that we are not
God,” the pope said in his homily at
Mass. Too many people today, he said,

think they have power and “play at being
God the creator.”
During Lent, he said, Christians are
called to use the three elements the Gospel recommends for spiritual growth:
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
“In the face of so many wounds that
hurt us and could lead to a hardness of
heart, we are called to dive into the sea
of prayer, which is the sea of the boundless love of God, in order to experience
his tenderness,” the pope said.
With more regular and intense prayer
during Lent, he said, Christians are
called to think of the needs of others,
“interceding before God for the many
situations of poverty and suffering” in
the world.
As for fasting, Pope Francis said the
point isn't just to follow the rules for
Lenten fasting and abstinence, because
that could lead to self-satisfaction.
“Fasting makes sense if it really chips
away at our security and, as a consequence, benefits someone else, if it helps
us cultivate the style of the good Samaritan, who bent down to his brother in
need and took care of him,” he said.
Fasting, he said, should “exercise the
heart” to recognize what is absolutely
essential and to teach one how to share
with others. “It is a sign of becoming
aware of and taking responsibility for

injustice and oppression, especially of
the poor and the least, and is a sign of
the trust we place in God and his providence.”
Almsgiving is a practice that should be
common among all Christians, but especially during Lent, he said. Christians
give concrete help and attention to those
in need – asking nothing in return – because they recognize how much God has
given them even though they were not
deserving.
Almsgiving also helps free people
from “the obsession of possession, from
the fear of losing what they have and
from the sadness of not sharing their
well-being with others,” the pope said.
“Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to shake us from our lethargy,” the
pope said.
The need for conversion is clear, he
said. “There is something not right with
us, with our society, with the Church and
we need to change, to turn, to convert!”
The call of the prophets to turn back to
God, he said, “reminds us that it is possible to realize something new within
ourselves and around us simply because
God is faithful, he continues to be rich
in goodness and mercy, and he is always
reading to forgive us and start all over.”

On First Friday of Lent, Pope
Speaks on Nature of True Fasting
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

P

ope Francis criticized those who practice fasting as a mere ritual, rather than as a sacrifice representative of a religion of love.
The pope made his remarks March 7, the first Friday of Lent, in his homily at morning
Mass in the Vatican guesthouse, where he lives.
“These hypocritical people are good persons,” he said, referring to the
Pharisees who criticized Jesus and his followers for not fasting as required
by Jewish law. “They do all they should do. They seem good. But they are
ethicists without goodness because they have lost the sense of belonging
to a people.”
True fasting entails sharing goods with the needy, Pope Francis said,
according to a report by Vatican Radio.
“This is the charity or fasting that our Lord wants,” he said.
“This is the mystery of the body and blood of Christ. It means
sharing our bread with the hungry, taking care of the sick, the
elderly, those who can’t give us anything in return: This is not
being ashamed of the flesh.”
The pope called on Christians to follow the example of the
good Samaritan, drawing close to the beneficiaries of their
charity in an act of true fraternity.
“When I give alms, do I look into the eyes of my brother, my
sister?” he asked. “Am I capable of giving a caress or a hug
to the sick, the elderly, the children, or have I lost sight of the
meaning of a caress?
“These hypocrites were unable to give a caress,” the pope
said. “We will be judged by the way we behave toward this
brother, this sister.”

Pope Francis prays during his general audience
in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Feb. 26.
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