CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Through the
Laying on of
Hands and
the Prayer of
Ordination,
Bishop Joseph
P. McFadden
ordains the diocese’s newest
priest, Father
Brian Wayne,
26, during a
solemn Mass
celebrated at
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg June 4.

“Understand what you do, imitate what you celebrate,
and conform your life to the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”
~Rite of Ordination

A Celebration of the
Diocese’s Newest and
Longest-Serving Priests
Father Brian Wayne
and Msgr. Vincent Topper
Pages 8 and 9

Right: Msgr. Vincent Topper, 98, elevates the chalice during a
Mass of Thanksgiving in celebration of the 75th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood. The Mass was held at St. Catherine
Labouré Church in Harrisburg, where Msgr. Topper celebrates
Mass and administers the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
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Bishop Joseph P. McFadden presents diplomas to members of the
eighth-grade graduating class of St. Columba School.

St. Columba
Celebrates Saints
of Great Faith
An image and relic of
St. John Neumann
grace St. Columba
Church in Bloomsburg
as Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden celebrates
Mass there June 9.
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Father Francis Tamburro, pastor of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in Berwick and Dean of the Northern Deanery, shows a copy of handwritten notes that St. John
Neumann wrote about St. Columba when he visited Bloomsburg in 1854, 1857 and 1859.

The people of St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg marked
the feast day of their parish’s patron saint and commemorated the ministry of the father of Catholic education during
a Mass celebrated by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden June 9.
The Columbia County parish, which began as a mission of
St. Joseph in Danville in 1849, was named for St. Columba, a
sixth century Irish monk who spread the Gospel by transcribing the Scriptures.
As the parish observed St. Columba’s feast day, they also
remembered the life and ministry of St. John Neumann, the
Fourth Bishop of Philadelphia who visited Bloomsburg in
1854, 1857 and 1859.
St. John Neumann worked to greatly expand Catholic education in the United States, and so the June 9 Mass offered a
fitting occasion to celebrate Catholic schools as Bishop McFadden presented diplomas to the eighth-grade graduates of
St. Columba School.
In his homily, the bishop spoke at length about the lives and
legacies of St. Columba and St. John Neumann, and encouraged the congregation to live their vocations in holiness.
“I’m happy to join with you, to celebrate these two great
saints. In doing so, I want to encourage you in your faith, and
encourage you to follow them,” Bishop McFadden said.
“St. Columba wanted people to know Jesus Christ, so he
taught people about Jesus. St. John Neumann wanted people
to come to know their God, so he taught people about Jesus
and he encouraged people to live their faith,” he said. “So
tonight as we gather, we celebrate what they’ve done for us,
and also I want to do the same thing. I want to encourage you
to live your faith and grow each and every day in a deeper
knowledge of God, because God calls us to be his people.”
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Join the Public Policy Conversation Online
tion of a current pro-life effort in the state Senate.
By Joelle Shea
Members of the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network and freSpecial to The Witness
quent visitors to PCC’s Web site will still receive frequent updates on
Earlier this year, Pope Benedict XVI said of social media, “I would important legislation in their e-mail or at www.pacatholic.org. The use
like then to invite Christians, confidently and with an informed and of these popular social media sites gives Catholic advocates two more
responsible creativity, to join the network of relationships which the ways to connect to the PCC as well as to other Catholics. The PCC
digital era has made possible. This is not simply to satisfy the desire to invites everyone to please become a part of the conversation at www.
be present, but because this network is an integral part of human life. facebook.com/pacatholic and www.twitter.com/pacatholic.
It is appropriate that the PCC has answered the Holy Father’s inThe web is contributing to the development of new and more complex
vitation during this moment in the liturgical year as well. Pentecost
intellectual and spiritual horizons, new forms of shared awareness.”
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) has answered “yes!” celebrates Christ sending the Holy Spirit to His disciples, enabling
to the Holy Father’s invitation. The PCC can now be found on Face- them to communicate with the people in various languages. We are
book at www.facebook.com/pacatholic and on Twitter at www.twitter. told in the Sacred Scripture readings on Pentecost, “There are different
kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of
com/pacatholic.
Concerned citizens can log on and “like” or “follow” the PCC to service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same
stay informed about public policy issues affecting Pennsylvania’s God who produces all of them in everyone” (1 Cor. 12:4-6). It is in this
Catholics. There is an important conversation and exchange of infor- spirit of Pentecost that the PCC has joined social media – as a way to
mation happening online about all issues, including those that relate communicate, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, with even more
of Pennsylvania’s Catholics and all citizens.
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New Principal Named for Our Lady
of Lourdes Regional Catholic School
Deacon Martin McCarthy has been appointed as Executive Director and Secondary Principal of Our Lady of Lourdes Regional
Catholic School in Coal Township. The announcement was made
by Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education.
The appointment was made by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.
The appointment of a priest or deacon to the secondary school is
made by the diocesan bishop.
A 20 year education veteran, Deacon McCarthy is currently
serving as Dean of Students for the secondary program at the
school. He has been associated with Catholic education in the
Northumberland County area since 1991 when he began as a social studies teacher at Lourdes Regional High School. From 2001
to 2007, he was principal of St. Monica School, Sunbury. The
appointment is effective with the 2011-2012 school year.
Deacon McCarthy holds his undergraduate degree in Political Science from Temple University, Master’s degree in public
administration from Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania.
and his teaching and principal certification from Susquehanna
University and Bucknell University respectively. Deacon Mc-

Carthy was ordained a deacon for the Diocese of Harrisburg in
May 2010.
“I always wanted to be the principal of Lourdes, and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the students and families of Our
Lady of Lourdes school community,” Deacon McCarthy said.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Margaret McCullough has
been transferred and David Becker is leaving his position as secondary principal at the end of this current school year. Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Margaret Ann Quinn will return to the
diocese as the elementary school principal.
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Catholic School serves students
in a co-educational, spiritual learning environment for grades
K4-12. The school is a distinctly Catholic community, comprised of students, faculty, parents, and alumni working together
to respond in faith to the educational mission of the Church. It
presents the message of salvation proclaimed by Our Lord Jesus
Christ in the Gospel. Church documents, particularly To Teach as
Jesus Did and The Catechism of the Catholic Church, guide the
content and direction of the various curricula.

• June 19 – Pastoral Visit and Mass, Mary Mother of the Church Parish,
Mount Joy, 9:30 a.m.; Dedication of New Parish Center, Saint Patrick Parish,
Carlisle, 2:30 p.m.
• June 21 – 40 Hours Devotions, Saint Anthony of Padua Church, Lancaster, 7 p.m.
• June 22 – Mass for St. Thomas More Society, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Lancaster, 7:30 a.m.
• June 2 – Solemn Profession of Carmelite Sister, Sister Bernadette of
the Angels, Elysburg, 10 a.m.
• June 24 – LARC Bishop’s Luncheon, Bishop’s Residence, noon;
Mount Carmel Annual Festival, Mount Carmel, 6 p.m.
• June 26 – Pastoral Visit and Mass, St. Joseph Church, Berwick, 10:30
a.m.
• June 27 – Fiat Days, Mount Saint Mary’s, Emmitsburg, Md., 1 p.m.
• June 29 – Seminary Review Board, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 10 a.m.

Clergy
Appointments
The Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden, Bishop of Harrisburg, has
made the following announcement.
effective
ffective June 20, 2011:
• Reverend Paul. C. B. Schenck
from Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg,
to Administrator, Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg.
• Reverend Paul R. Fisher from Pastor, Saint Columba Parish, Bloomsburg, to Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg.
• Reverend Timothy D. Marcoe
from Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph
Parish, Hanover, to Campus Minister,
Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg,
and Administrator, Christ the King
Mission, Benton.
• Reverend James E. Lease from
Parochial Vicar, Saint Theresa of the
Infant Jesus Parish, New Cumberland,
to Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish,
Hanover, and Chaplain, York Catholic
High School, York.
• Reverend Tibertius Raja from
Parochial Vicar, Saint Leo the Great
Parish, Lancaster, to Parochial Vicar,
Saint Theresa of the Infant Jesus Parish, New Cumberland.
• Reverend Brian J. Wayne, newly
ordained, to Parochial Vicar, Saint
Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey.
• Reverend David M. Hereshko from
Pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Abbottstown, to Parochial Vicar,
Saint Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg,
and Chaplain, Trinity High School,
Camp Hill.
• Reverend Tri M. Luong from Pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg, to Parochial
Vicar, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg. Father Luong retains responsibility for the celebration
of the Mass and sacraments for the
Vietnamese Community at Our Lady
of the Blessed Sacrament Parish.
• Reverend Jose Mera-Vallejos from
Parochial Vicar, Saint Catherine Laboure Parish, Harrisburg, to Parochial
Vicar, San Juan Bautista Parish, Lancaster.
• Reverend Alfred P. Sceski to Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes Regional
School, Coal Township. Father Sceski
continues as Pastor, Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary Parish, Elysburg.
• Reverend Michael C. Letteer from
Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish,
York, and Saint Rose of Lima Parish,
York, to Replacement Ministry with
residence at Saint Patrick Cathedral,
Harrisburg.
• At the presentation of Reverend
Eric Flood, FSSP, North American
District Superior of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter, the Reverend
Joseph Howard, FSSP, to Parochial
Vicar, Saint Catherine Laboure Parish,
Harrisburg.
• At the presentation of the Very
Reverend Robert P. Malagesi,
M.SS.CC, Delegate to the Superior
General in the USA of the Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and
Mary has appointed Reverend Augusty
Thankachan Valomchhalil, M.SS.CC,
to Pastor, Saint Joseph the Worker Parish, Bonneauville, and Campus Minister, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg.
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Q&A: Why Should Catholics Support School Choice?
Just days after the 2011-2012 legislative session began,
the Opportunity Scholarship and Educational Improvement Tax Credit Act was introduced as Senate Bill 1. There
has been much debate about the school choice proposal.
What is the Catholic perspective on the issue? Why should
Catholics take a stand in favor of school choice?
What does Senate Bill 1 propose?
The legislation increases the successful Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) scholarship program to $100
million and provides Opportunity Scholarship Grants, or
vouchers, to low-income students to pay tuition at any
school they choose. SB 1 phases in the voucher program
over three years. It prudently starts small with vouchers for
the poorest students in the most chronically underperforming schools in the first year. In the second year, it expands
to low-income students who live in the same neighborhood but already attend another school. In the third year
the scholarship grants go to low-income families no matter where they live or what school they attend. By year
four the vouchers are extended to include middle-income
families, too. Many current Catholic school students everywhere will qualify for these vouchers.
Who qualifies for scholarships?
There are two different kinds of scholarships in SB 1:
the expansion of the long-standing EITC program and a
new voucher program called Opportunity
Scholarship Grants.
Every family statewide that qualifies for
an EITC scholarship is eligible to apply, no
matter where their children attend school.
The qualifying standard for a family of four
under EITC would be increased to $84,000
in annual income with the passage of SB 1;
currently it is $70,000/year.
The voucher program will be phased in
over a four year period. The formula for
Opportunity Scholarship Grants in the first
three years gives vouchers to families whose
income level is at or less than 130% of the
federal poverty line. That amounts to a little
over $28,000 per year for a family of four. In
the fourth year, the vouchers will be extended
to families who earn up to 350% of the poverty level so a family of four earning about
$78,000 per year would qualify.
Currently the average income of EITC
scholarship recipients is around $29,000 for a
family of four. If all qualified EITC scholarship students receive a voucher to pay their

tuition, it would free up millions of dollars in EITC scholarships for other families.
Can parents use a voucher at a Catholic school?
Yes. Just as EITC scholarships can be used at any
school, qualified parents can use the voucher to pay tuition
at any school they choose.
If Catholic schools accept voucher students, will
they be able to maintain their Catholic identity?
Yes. Nothing in SB 1 limits the authority of Catholic
schools to be Catholic. Religious schools can continue to
include religious content in their curriculum and do not
have to excuse any student from participating in religious
instruction or religious exercises. If it is their policy, religious schools can maintain their usual preferences in admissions or hiring on a religious basis.
Will vouchers students have different admission
standards?
No. EITC scholarship recipients are enrolled just as all
other students. So too will voucher students be treated the
same, assuming the Catholic school has a seat available and
its educational program can meet the needs of the child.
Are vouchers constitutional?
Yes. Voucher programs in other states have been tried

and tested in federal court. In Pennsylvania, case law upholds the transfer of funds to parents for the purposes of
choosing a nonpublic school. Parents are the recipients of
the scholarship dollars. They are directing where the money goes. The tax dollars are not being given directly to private schools. The Pennsylvania State Constitution states,
“No money raised for the support of the public schools of
the Commonwealth shall be appropriated to or used for the
support of any sectarian school.” State General Fund revenue does not meet this definition as it is not raised exclusively for the purposes of funding public education. School
district property taxes are raised for this purpose and that is
why SB1 involves only state funding for private schools,
and not local tax property revenue.
How does school choice benefit Catholic schools?
Not every qualified student will choose a Catholic school,
but it is likely that many will. Catholic educators can already attest how the EITC has helped Catholic schools; SB
1 will allow even more families the opportunity to receive
a Catholic education. More students in our classrooms is
good news for our schools; more students will help keep
Catholic schools vibrant and available to more families.
I don’t have school-aged children or grandchildren;
why should I support school choice?
Providing a quality education for our children is the most critical investment we can
make for our future. Supporting families in
educating their children is part of our obligation to promote the common good. Parents
have the duty and responsibility to provide
the best education possible for their children.
They have a fundamental right to determine
which school best suits their child. For many
parents, the best school for their child is a values-centered, academically excellent Catholic school. The state has the duty and responsibility to support parents in this effort.
People who place their children in nonpublic schools willingly make an enormous
financial sacrifice to pay tuition in addition
to paying their state and local taxes. They do
it because they believe strongly that the nonpublic school is best for their child. In doing
so, they save the state and local district the
cost of educating their children in the public
schools. In Pennsylvania, they save taxpayers $4 billion annually in education costs.
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Promoting and Defending School Choice
Everywhere that people gather, there is bound to be talk about school choice. As a supporter, are you prepared to explain why? Here are a few straightforward arguments to help
you make your case, whether you are calling your state legislator or discussing the issue
over coffee with friends.
School choice is good for parents.
All parents should be able to choose a school that best suits their children. Financial realities often preclude parents from having that choice. Parents who pay their school taxes
deserve some benefit from those taxes, in the form of some assistance in the exercise of their
right to choose a nonpublic school, if that is best for their children. Senate Bill 1 will expand
those opportunities to more parents. School choice is not about public vs. private schools;
its about empowering parents.
School choice is good for Catholic schools.
Not every qualified student will choose a Catholic school, but it is likely that many will.
We already know how the EITC has helped our schools; SB 1 will help many current Catholic school families and will allow even more children a chance to get a Catholic education.
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Having more students in our classrooms is good news for our schools; more students will
help us keep our schools vibrant and available to parents.
School choice is good for all of us.
Providing a quality education for our children is the most critical investment we can
make for our future. Pennsylvania needs a more effective and less costly way to educate
our children. School choice saves tax dollars because non-public schools often provide an
excellent education for a fraction of the cost of public schools. School choice works; programs in Wisconsin, Ohio, and other states have had successful voucher programs for years.
Pennsylvania will be successful, too. The time is right to pass school choice now. Parents
want it and the public supports it.
A good education helps children grow up to be good citizens. Growing as many good
citizens as we can will help ensure a better and brighter future for all of us. The Opportunity
Scholarship Grants and the expansion of Educational Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) in
SB 1 are the right choice for Pennsylvania.
If we care about the future, we have to make
a strong show of support for school choice.
Involvement by parents, educators, Catholic school alumni, parishioners, and all citizens
and taxpayers will be critical to the success of school choice. State legislators need to hear
that their constituents care about school choice and believe it will make a positive impact
on our communities. Everyone should take the time to visit, call write or e-mail our state
lawmakers and ask them to vote yes on SB 1. Look up your legislator’s contact information
in the phone book or go to www.pacatholic.org/schoolchoice for more information.

Help Pass School Choice Legislation
Add your voice to
the chorus of school
choice supporters.
Visit, call, write or
email your state legislators and ask them to
support the Opportunity Scholarship
Act – SB 1. Join the Advocates for
Catholic Education in PA (ACE+PA)
to receive the latest news and action
alerts on Catholic education issues.

Learn more and contact your legislator
directly at www.pacatholic.org/schoolchoice.
(The articles on this
page appeared in the Spring 2011
edition of Viewpoint, the newsletter
of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, the public affairs agency of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops.)
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Faith and Life

The Courage to Refuse to Cooperate in Evil
By Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk
Special to The Witness
An electrician by trade, Tim Roach
is married with two children and lives
about an hour outside Minneapolis.
He was laid off his job in July 2009.
After looking for work for more than
a year and a half, he got a call from
his local union in February 2011 with
the news anyone who is unemployed
longs for, not just a job offer, but one
with responsibility and a good salary
of almost $70,000 a year. He ultimately turned the offer down, however, because he discovered that he was being
asked to oversee the electrical work
at a new Planned Parenthood facility
under construction in St. Paul on University Avenue. Aware that abortions
would be performed there, he knew his
work would involve him in “cooperation with evil,” and he courageously
declined the offer.
Significant moral issues can arise if
we knowingly cooperate in another’s
evil actions, even though we don’t
perform those evil actions ourselves.
Some helpful “principles of cooperation” have been developed over
the centuries in the Catholic moral
tradition as a way of discerning how
properly to avoid, limit, or distance
ourselves from evil, especially intrinsically evil actions. In particular, these
principles enable us to recognize that
there are certain real-life situations
when we must refuse to cooperate.
A simple example can be helpful
to illustrate some of these principles:
suppose a nurse were to hand the in-

Father Tadeusz
Pacholczyk
struments to a physician performing
a direct abortion, or turn on the suction machine used to dismember the
unborn baby. If the nurse intended the
abortion, she would be guilty of forformal cooperation in evil. Yet even if
she personally opposed the abortion
and did not share the intention of the
physician performing the procedure,
there would still be grave moral objections to her cooperation. Because she
would be participating in circumstances essential to the performance of that
particular act of abortion, like handing
instruments or turning on the suction
machine, her cooperation would be
morally unacceptable, and would be
known as immediate material cooperation.
The key point, then, is that both types
of cooperation (formal and immediate
material) are morally unacceptable.
Whenever we are faced with the temptation to cooperate in intrinsically evil
actions like abortion, destruction of
embryos for stem cell research, euthanasia, assisted suicide, or direct sterilization, morally we must refuse. This
is different, for example, from what

To report suspected abuse of a
minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse
of a minor by a church official,
employee or volunteer, also
please call the diocesan
toll free hotline:
1-800-626-1608

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
For Those Suffering the
Pain of an Abortion
August -7
Mariawald Renewal Center in Reading, PA
If you are suffering from the pain and hurt of an abortion, you are invited to
attend this healing weekend. If you are the mother, father, grandparent, sibling or medical personnel involved with this experience, this weekend is also
for you. There is no judgment – only love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness on a journey to a place that begins with the darkness of choice and ends
in the healing arms of our Lord Jesus.
All inquiries are totally confidential. Contact Joy at 717-788-4959 or
RVpamd@gmail.com, or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.

theologians call “remote cooperation” in another’s evil, as, for
example, is done by the postal
carrier who delivers letters to an
abortion facility; although what
occurs there might sicken the
carrier’s stomach, delivering the
mail would not constitute an essential ingredient to the wrongful destruction of human life that
occurs there.
On the other hand, driving
someone to an abortion clinic so
she can undergo an abortion, assisting
as a nurse in the operating room during a tubal ligation, or thawing out human embryos from the deep freeze so
that a researcher might vivisect them
for their stem cells — even if we opposed the practices — all would constitute unacceptable forms of immediate material cooperation with evil.
Real world decisions about cooperation can be daunting and complex.
Pharmacists, for example, cannot in
good conscience provide the morning-after pill for use by a woman who
has had consensual sex and wishes to
avoid a pregnancy. The morning-after
pill has a contraceptive effect, and may
sometimes also work by altering the
uterine environment and preventing
implantation of an embryo (causing a
pregnancy loss/abortion). Even if the
pharmacist personally opposed both
contraception and abortion, by providing the pill and knowing the purposes
to which it would be put, he would cooperate in wrongdoing in an immediate and material way.
In fact, a pharmacist in these circum-

stances would not even be able to refer the woman to a co-worker, because
if he were to do so, he would still be
cooperating in an essential way in the
causal chain leading to the prevention
or ending of a pregnancy. He would
rather have to decline to assist her,
forcing the woman herself to initiate a
new sequence of choices and actions
that would not involve him — approaching a different pharmacist, for
example, who might then provide the
drug. For a pharmacist to choose the
morally correct course of action in this
situation not only requires fortitude,
but also could cause significant tension with his supervisor, the pharmacy
owner and with others who work there,
particularly if such a scenario had not
been discussed ahead of time.
Modern health care is replete with
situations that tempt us to cooperate
immorally in evil. Clearly, certain activities like abortion are not authentic
medicine at all, but rather, acts of immorality veiled behind the professionalism of white coats and institutional
protocols. Great care, discretion, and
courage are required as we seek to
avoid cooperation in medical situations where immoral practices may
not only be tolerated, but even at times
almost imposed on us.
(Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.)

June 19: The radio outreach ministry of the Diocese of Harrisburg is supported in
part by the local portion of donations to the Catholic Communication Campaign taken
up the weekend of June18-19 in our parishes. Donations are greatly appreciated and
support how “The Good News Gets Around to You.”
Evangelization is a priority for Dominican Father Tony Wall. We need to go where
the Gospel needs to be preached! That is the message that he got from St. Dominic.
Listeners to this week’s program will hear about his evangelization efforts. He asked
himself, “Where would St. Paul go?” and the answer was, “Into the marketplace!”
With that inspiration, he rented a kiosk in a large shopping mall in Portland, Ore.,
where he could be present to people six days a week. He discusses what religious
items he would give away for free as well as how lay people were able to assist him.
He knew his efforts were successful when he was able to speak with people who had
never seen a priest before. His story is a message for all of us to think about how we
witness for others in our everyday lives.
In the Ask a Franciscan segment, Franciscan Father Don Miller answers three ethical questions: Is it ever permissible not to insert a feeding tube? May a Catholic have
a “Do Not Resuscitate” directive? Since homosexuals do not choose their sexual orientation, does the Church hold that they are not responsible for it?
When movies deal with religion, do they get it right? This week in
the Faith & Media report, we hear about a movie still considered one
of the best ever made, even though it is celebrating its 55th anniversary. It is The 10 Commandments which starred Charlton Heston as Moses.
An overview of the Beatitudes is featured in the Exploring Our Faith segment in an
interview with Passionist Father Donald Senior, President of Catholic Theological
Union in Chicago, the largest Roman Catholic graduate school of ministry in the U.S.
He also serves as general editor of The Bible Today and co-editor of the international
commentary series New Testament Message, in addition to writing many books and
articles. He offers listeners an overview of the Beatitudes as found in the Gospel of
Matthew.
Catholic Perspective is heard Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster
at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at
8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8
a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown,
at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. or
for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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Models of Marriage

In a society where many times marriage seems to be more of an excuse to have a party and has lost the
meaning of “forever” with a climbing divorce rate, it is a true celebration to participate in a Mass to recognize
couples of the Harrisburg Diocese who have been married for 50 years. On June 5 at Good Shepherd Church
in Camp Hill, married couples gathered with their children, grandchildren and loved ones for Mass celebrated
by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden. In his homily, the bishop congratulated each couple and read an excerpt from
their special day 50 years ago. After Mass, everyone was invited to the social hall for light refreshments and
conversation among those who have shared their love for 50 years.
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Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat
July 29-31, Emmitsburg, MD

“Psalm 139, Men of Sacrifice” is the theme for the 33rd annual retreat for
the men of the Harrisburg Diocese July 29-31 at Mount St. Mary’s University,
Emmitsburg, Md. The retreat, sponsored by Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by Father Michael Rothan, a priest of the Diocese of
Harrisburg and a former scientist and teacher who earned degrees in biology
(Shippensburg University), and philosophy (St. Vincent’s Seminary, Latrobe).
Ordained in Harrisburg in 2004, he has authored several books.
The retreat is open to men ages 14 and up. Men are encouraged to bring
sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required toward the total cost of $120.
Reservations can be made through local parish coordinators or by contacting
Paul Little at 717-264-2577.

Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of
Catholic Women
Inaugural Retreat
“Women of Hope”
August 5-7, 2011
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Md
The first annual retreat will be led by Father Andrew
P. Marinak, a retired priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg. The weekend will begin Friday evening
and conclude at noon Sunday. Family members are
invited to join in the closing Mass on Sunday at 9
a.m.
Registration and a $65 non-refundable deposit
are due by July 8, with the remaining balance due
by July 15. Cost is $130 for a single room with shared
bath or $155 for a single room with private bath. For detailed information and a registration form, contact Barbara McCarthy at 717534-1858 or franbarbmc@aol.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAUL CULLINANE, JR

Msgr. Thomas Brenner, center, celebrates the 50th anniversary of his ordination with classmates Father Bernard McGinley, left, and Msgr. Hugh Overbaugh, right.

50 Years of Priesthood
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, a retired priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg who
served as pastor of St. Ann Parish in Steelton, St. Patrick Parish in York and
Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, celebrated the 50th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood with family and friends during a Mass of Celebration at Misericordia Chapel in York and a luncheon at the Eagle’s Nest
Restaurant on May 21.
Deacon Richard Ramsey and Father Keith Carroll of Corpus Christi Parish,
Father William Cawley of St. Patrick Parish and classmate Jubilarians Msgr.
Hugh Overbaugh and Father Bernard McGinley served at the Mass. Good
wishes may be sent to Msgr. Brenner at Misericordia Convalescent Home,
998 S. Russell Street, York, PA 17402.
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Father Devine Inducted into
Chapter of Pennsylvania Hall of Fame
Father Patrick Devine, a retired priest of the Diocese
of Harrisburg, was recently inducted into the Edward Romance Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame.
The members of the Edward Romance Chapter are
athletes, past and present, of Mount Carmel Area High
School, Mount Carmel Catholic High School and graduates of Lourdes Regional High School who are from
Mount Carmel.
The dinner honoring the athletes was held at the American Legion in Mount Carmel. In his talk at the dinner,
Father Devine reflected on playing catch with his dad in
their yard and being batboy for Our Lady’s Little League
baseball team at age five. He also spoke of his coaches,
their dedication and the sacrifices they made. He said
that an athletic career is about more than statistics.
“The sports I played were team sports. They taught me
about trusting my teammates, playing with a goal in mind,
making sacrifices for the good of the team,” he said. “Being a pastor for 29 years is similar to being a quarterback who exercises leadership on offense and directs his
teammates to drive to score a touchdown. A pastor directs
his parishioners to work for a more lasting goal that goes
beyond a game.”
Father Devine spent the first semester of high school
at St. Charles Seminary, Catonsville, Md., transferring
to Mount Carmel Catholic for the rest of his career. He
played baseball, football and basketball, and received a
total of nine letters: four in baseball, three in football and
two in basketball.
In baseball, his favorite sport, he pitched and played
shortstop. He also played on four championship teams,
one at the age of 11, playing Little League Baseball on
Our Lady’s parish team; two in high school in his sopho-
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Father Patrick Devine holds the plaque he received
on the occasion of his induction into the Edward Romance Chapter of the Pennsylvania Hall of Fame.

more and senior years; and one in Senior League (ages
13-16). He is most proud of the Little League Championship season in which he won ten games pitching during
the regular season and three of four games in the World
Series, as it was called then.
In football, he played on offense as quarterback and
on defense as safety. He also punted, kicked extra points,
and kicked off. Some remember that he regularly kicked
the ball into the end zone and even out of the end zone
on kick offs.
Further recognition in football came when he was voted to the first team on the All-Catholic Anthracite football
team in both his junior and senior years. He also received
honorable mention for the Big 33 and the All-State team.
He jokingly asserts that he didn’t make those teams that
year because he was in competition with Joe Namath.
In his senior year, 1961, Mount Carmel Catholic High
named him Athlete of the Year. Some college sports programs showed interest in his athletic skills. A coach from
the University of Tennessee came to speak with him, and
the University of Buffalo sent letters of interest. Because
at that point he was making application to the seminary,
he followed the advice of his coach who told him it would
not be fair to pursue a scholarship under these circumstances.
The Edward Romance Chapter of the Hall of Fame
has been in existence for over 30 years. For an athlete
to qualify he/she must be above average in athletic skill
and/or have set records in their field of play. Henry Hynoski of Elysburg, a former star fullback at Mount Carmel
Area High School and Temple University, submitted the
nomination for Father Devine.

As Teacher and Administrator, Lebanon
Catholic Principal Dedicated Career to Students
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Michele Ambrosia’s office at Lebanon Catholic School is
akin to that of any Catholic school principal. It’s colored with
images of Jesus of Mary, hand-carved angel figurines and
faith-based calendars with inspirational quotes.
Among the décor, hanging over her desk among a bulletin
board of administrative papers, is a simple sign that reads,
“The answer is yes, if it helps our kids.”
It’s been a guidepost for Mrs. Ambrosia ever since she
stepped into an administrative role at Lebanon Catholic in
2001, when Lebanon Catholic High School and Our Lady of
the Valley School formed one PreK-12 institution.
The sign has also been a cause for reflection for Mrs. Ambrosia as she retires as principal at the end of this month.
“I hope that people will realize I did what I did for the love
of the kids,” she told The Catholic Witness as she reminisced
on her 34 years in Lebanon’s Catholic schools.
Just as the landscape of Catholic education changed there
over the past three decades, so has Mrs. Ambrosia’s teaching career moved along a course of transformation, one that
began 37 years ago in public school and concluded with a
six-year stint as Lebanon Catholic’s principal.
Mrs. Ambrosia never set out to be an administrator. All she
wanted was to teach.
“I’ve always loved working with children. I was involved
in 4-H from the time I was ten, and as I got into my teen years
I became a counselor and club leader. I was always working
with children, so that’s why I wanted to teach,” she said.
Mrs. Ambrosia grew up in the Diocese of Allentown,
where she attended Sts. Cyril and Methodius School and
Holy Name High School.
Her first job in education was in 1972 as a Title 1 reading
teacher for the Lebanon City School District. In that role, she
was assigned by the school district to teach at St. Cyril and
Methodius and St. Mary’s (which later became Our Lady of
the Valley).
During her second year in education, she took a teaching
position at St. Cyril’s. She was the only lay teacher there, and
her school days were filled with classes from the first bell to
dismissal.
“I had a double grade, I taught math for grades 2-8, I taught
gym and art,” she said. “I enjoyed it so much that I remember
thinking, ‘They actually pay me for this!’”
After St. Cyril’s, she taught for a year-and-a-half in the
Annville-Cleona School District before planting roots at St.
Mary’s.
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Michele Ambrosia looks out from behind her desk at
Lebanon Catholic School, from which she retires this
month after 37 years in education.

As a math teacher in a classroom filled with rulers, numbers and geometric shapes, she found creative ways to intersect lesson plans with the faith.
“Geometry is so abstract, and it can be challenging. So I
compared the infinite plane to God, who has no beginning
and no end,” she explained. “We as human beings have a
beginning and we will spend eternity with God in Heaven, so
we are the ray, and our earthly voyage is the segment.”
“It was so rewarding to see the kids understand math,” she
added. “When I would have students say ‘I hate math,’ or
“It’s so hard,’ and I could get them to find success and understanding in it, it was so worth my efforts.”

In Mrs. Ambrosia’s classroom, every test, worksheet and
homework assignment was evaluated. Every effort the students made had purpose.
“I was of the belief that if I was going to tell my students
to do something, then there should be a reason for it. I was
not going to give them a worksheet just to keep them busy, so
anything I assigned, I evaluated,” she said.
When Lebanon Catholic High School and Our Lady of the
Valley merged as one onto the high school campus in 2001,
Mrs. Ambrosia stepped into the role of Elementary Director,
with fellow teacher Monica Simmers as Secondary Director
and Deacon Richard Wentzel as Administrator. A few years
later, upon Deacon Wentzel’s retirement and the advent of
the diocese’s Principals Academy, members of the Diocesan
Secretariat for Education encouraged Mrs. Ambrosia to earn
certification as a principal. She became principal of Lebanon
Catholic in 2006.
In her administrative roles, Mrs. Ambrosia modeled herself
after two principals with whom she worked at Our Lady of
the Valley: Sister Eileen Kean and Sister Jean Laurich.
“To me, they were the epitome of what a principal should
be,” Mrs. Ambrosia remarked. “I liked their organization,
their consistency. You knew the working plane and what was
expected of you. I was also impressed with their demeanor;
they didn’t have to be sergeants to get people to work with
them.”
Under Mrs. Ambrosia’s leadership, Lebanon Catholic has
advanced its classroom technology (nearly each room has a
SMART Board) and upgraded safety and security measures.
Teachers continue to stay current on standards and techniques,
and the school community enjoys a familial atmosphere.
Rose Kury, the school’s current Assistant Principal, will
succeed Mrs. Ambrosia, and Cindy Williams, who also taught
at Our Lady of the Valley and Lebanon Catholic with Mrs.
Kury and Mrs. Ambrosia, will become Assistant Principal.
“To be honest, I never thought of going into administration. My dream was just to work with kids,” Mrs. Ambrosia
said as she reflected on her career. “And I always tell myself
that what I’m doing is for the sake of our kids. There are
some days that, except for morning prayers, I don’t see a student at all, and that bothers me. What I’m doing here though
is still impacting their education, even though it’s not how I
imagined.”
Although she never expected to be a principal when she
entered her first classroom 37 years ago, Mrs. Ambrosia
answered “yes” to that call because, as her saying goes, “it
helps our kids.”
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Father Wayne Joins
Diocesan Priesthood
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Throughout his entire life, Brian
Wayne has found examples of good,
holy priests. The pastors and parochial
vicars at his home parish of St. Theresa
in New Cumberland, the Catholic campus minister at Millersville University
and the priests with whom he worked
in his various parish assignments have
been marvelous models.
Now, he is among their ranks.
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden ordained
Father Brian Wayne to the diocesan
priesthood at St. Patrick Cathedral in
Harrisburg June 4. Among the congregation that filled the cathedral were
family, friends, lay faithful, deacons,
religious sisters, and the presbyterate
Father Wayne so loves.
“They are an incredible, solid fraternity. I have a deep gratitude for what
they have done. I’m to going reap what
so many of them have spent their lives
sowing,” he told The Catholic Witness.
The gift and ministry of the priesthood
served as the focus of Bishop
McFadden’s homily.
The bishop called
to mind St. John
Vianney, the
patron
saint

of priests, who defined the priesthood
as the love of the heart of Jesus.
Priests must have “a deep and abiding
love for the Lord,” the bishop remarked.
“A priest is called to be in an intimate
relationship with the Lord Jesus and
grow each and every day in an appreciation for the magnificent gift that Jesus
gives to humankind. The focus of every
priest must be to love the Lord Jesus before all else.”
As the priest focuses on God’s love
for humanity, he is “transformed to
also love God’s people with the all-embracing love of God himself,” he said.
“Thus, the definition of the priesthood
is the love of the heart of Christ.”
Father Wayne will serve as parochial
vicar at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey. He told The Catholic Witness that
he is eager to serve as a diocesan priest,
and looks forward to ministry with
youth, with young couples preparing for
marriage, and with the dying.
“Seeing the people of the Diocese of
Harrisburg and experiencing the people
of God here, I know that they
must have had good, solid, holy shepherds,”
he said. “It’s a great
tradition that I’m
excited to be
part of.”
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Above, left: Deacon
Brian Wayne receives a
blessing from Capuchin
Franciscan Father J.
Daniel Mindling prior to
the ordination Mass. Father Mindling is Academic
Dean and Professor of
Moral Theology at Mount
St. Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md., where
Father Wayne studied for
the priesthood.
Right, top: The stainedglass window of St.
Patrick silhouettes
Deacon Brian Wayne as
he approaches the altar
for his ordination to the
priesthood.
Right, middle: Deacon
Brian Wayne lies prostrate in front of the altar
at St. Patrick Cathedral
as the congregation invokes the intercession of
the saints by chanting the
Litany of Supplication.
Left: Through the Laying on of Hands and the
Prayer of Ordination,
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden ordains Father Brian
Wayne to the priesthood.

Newly-ordained Father Brian Wayne distributes Communion to his mother,
Mary Ann Wayne.
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Msgr. Topper, Diocese’s Oldest Priest,
Celebrates 75th Anniversary of Ordination
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On the day of his birth, July 28, 1912, Vincent Topper
was expected to die. The newborn, suffering traumatically from tuberculosis, was baptized by a parish priest
as his parents prepared to lose yet another child to the
dreaded disease.
But the Heavenly Father had plans for Vincent, namely
that he serve the Church of Harrisburg as a priest, a ministry he has faithfully fulfilled for 75 years.
June 6, 2011, marked the 75th jubilee for Msgr. Topper, 98, the diocese’s oldest and longest-serving priest.
He resides at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg,
where he continues to celebrate Mass and administer the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
“People ask me what’s my secret. My secret to a long
life is to get baptized on the day you’re born because
you’re supposed to die, and you’ll live to be 100,” Msgr.
Topper quipped in an interview with The Catholic Witness several days before a Mass of Thanksgiving he celebrated at St. Catherine’s May 31 in honor of the milestone.
Dozens of clergy, family members and faithful attended the Mass, including Bishop Joseph P. McFadden and
Archabbot Douglas R. Nowicki, O.S.B., of St. Vincent
Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., where Msgr. Topper studied
for the priesthood. Msgr. Hugh Overbaugh, cousin of
the jubilarian, served as the homilist and marveled at the
number of occasions on which Msgr. Topper celebrated
the sacraments.
“Offering just one Mass each day for 75 years translates into an astounding 27,375 Masses, when you, dear
Msgr. Topper, brought Christ to so many people through
those consecrating words, ‘This is my body, this is my
blood,’” Msgr. Overbaugh remarked. “Only God in his
great love and mercy knows the thousands of sins that
were remitted in the Sacrament of Penance.”
Msgr. Topper’s early childhood was filled with the reality of death. His mother and three siblings died, and
his father nearly succumbed to the influenza epidemic of
1918. Those harsh realities led young Vincent to consider
the priesthood by the time he was in second grade.
“I asked myself, ‘What do I want to be when I grow
up?’ Well, I wanted to get to Heaven, so I thought the best
way to do that was to be a priest,” he said.
In his hometown of Hanover, his life revolved around
St. Joseph Parish. He lived one block from the church,
where he served as an altar boy for 5:30 a.m. Mass.
“To me, priests and sisters were saints,” he said. “Here
I am a little boy without my mother. I would go to school
and put my arms around the legs of the sisters. I loved
them and the priests because of their example.”
He was confirmed by Bishop Philip McDevitt, who
accepted him into the diocese’s seminarian program. He
entered St. Vincent’s in Latrobe, Pa., were he spent two
years in college in preparation for the seminary.
“We had little light to study by, practically no heat, and
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During a Mass celebrating the 75th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood, Msgr. Vincent Topper
distributes Communion to his sister, Judith Topper McKim.
my roommate snored all night,” he said. “You had to have a
vocation to go through that as a young man!”
Bishop George Leech ordained then-Father Topper to the
priesthood at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on June
6, 1936. The new priest’s first assignment was as assistant
pastor at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in York, where he served for seven years.
“As a priest, I never felt like anything but a father to people,” said Msgr. Topper, who also served as assistant pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel
(1943-1948) and as pastor of Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Fairfield (1948-1950), St.
Joseph Parish in Milton (1950-1957), St. Columba Parish
in Bloomsburg (1957-1963) and St. Joseph Parish in York
(1963-1977).
In each parish in which he served as pastor, he worked to
expand Catholic education.
“My dedication was to the education of the children, because they are the future of the Church,” he said.
As pastor of St. Mary’s in Fairfield and administrator
of its mission at St. Rita’s in Blue Ridge Summit, he pur-

Msgr. Vincent Topper distributes Communion to Harrisburg Bishop Joseph P. McFadden and Archabbot
Douglas R. Nowicki, O.S.B., of St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., where Msgr. Topper studied for the
priesthood.

chased a bus to take students to school.
“I drove eight kids from Blue Ridge Summit down
over the mountain to school in Waynesboro, brought the
bus back and took the others from Fairfield to school in
Emmitsburg,” he said.
He built a school at St. Joseph’s in Milton and expanded classrooms at St. Columba in Bloomsburg and at St.
Joseph’s in York.
“You have to keep building the faith for the youth,”
Msgr. Topper said. “They need a foundation. If you don’t
provide our youth with a solid Catholic education, they’re
not going to practice their faith.”
Only 44 years younger than the Diocese of Harrisburg,
founded in 1868, Msgr. Topper has witnessed much
change and growth in the local Church and its ministries.
While serving as pastor in Milton, he tended to the
spiritual needs of patients in a local tuberculosis sanatorium.
The hospital-like facility was a place where people either stayed to be cured, or went to die.
“Every week I would go see these people. I would hear
their confession, bring them Communion and celebrate
Mass for those who could attend,” he said. “These people
were away from their homes, living there for months and
just hoping to be cured.”
It was a heart wrenching ministry for Msgr. Topper,
and one that brought him full circle from his childhood
experience with tuberculosis to his sacramental ministry
as a priest.
Msgr. Topper’s fingerprints can also be found in the
roots of Holy Infant Parish in York Haven and Christ the
King Mission Church in Benton.
As assistant pastor in his first assignment at St. Mary’s
in York, he cared for St. Joseph Mission in Saginaw in
northeastern York County, home to some 40 or 50 Catholics, most of whom worked in the nearby quarry. When
the community grew, Msgr. Topper purchased six acres
of land where Holy Infant Parish now stands.
As pastor in Bloomsburg, he found nearly 150 Catholics living some 20 miles away in Benton. He rented an
old bakery in the town for $10 a month and celebrated
Mass for the people there before purchasing land for
what became Christ the King Church.
As reflects on his 75 years as a priest, Msgr. Topper
thinks of the people he served, considering them like
family and bringing them closer to Christ.
“You love the people you serve. They’re your family,
and you do all that you can for them,” he said. “You suffer with them, but you have happy times with them too.”
“I hope I have influenced people by my example and
through the sacraments,” Msgr. Topper said. “I tried to
be a good priest and bring the people to Christ and Christ
to the people.”
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Catholic Sports Report
Fighting Irish
shortstop Joe
Miller makes a
great play and
turns two.
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Fighting Irish Go Deep
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Given that the 2011 spring high school sports season forced every athlete
to deal with a myriad of weather conditions, it was altogether fitting that the
Fighting Irish of York Catholic baseball team had weather issues in their PIAA
Class AA state quarterfinal game at Walter Stump Stadium in Pine Grove
against the Ironmen of Danville High.
With temps pushing the century mark, the Fighting Irish jumped out to a 5-1
lead behind the big bat of Alex Tucci, who belted a 3-run dinger to dead center
to provide the lead early on. And the lanky left-hander was on the mound in
seeming control while mixing in a diet of split finger fastballs and change-ups
to keep the Ironmen hitters off-balance.
But in the fifth inning, Tucci lost the strike zone and left a few pitches up

Southpaw pitcher
Alex Tucci shows his
arsenal of pitches
which includes a nice
splitter.

and the Ironmen made him pay quickly with a couple of timely hits to even the
score at 5-5. And then the thunderstorm struck, leaving the Irish to ponder the
lead they had just lost. After an 80-minute delay, the game was resumed with
momentum on Danville’s side.
With Mike Melhorn on in relief of Tucci, Danville’s
leadoff batter in the sixth inning belted a hanging slider more than 375-feet to take the lead for good in the
6th inning, 6-5.
The disappointing loss was a sour way to end York
Catholic’s terrific season in which they finished 224, won the YAIAA championship for the first time
since the 1980s, won a silver medal in the District 3
tournament and advanced deeper into the state playoffs
than any previous Fighting Irish ball club.

Senior Alex Tucci
connects perfectly
for a three-run
homer in the second inning against
Danville. The
Fighting Irish fielded 13 seniors this
year and finished
with a 22-4 record,
ranking it as one of
the school’s best
baseball teams in
its long history.
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Local Church News

The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ABBOTTSTOWn – Immaculate Heart of
Mary: Lois Lentz, Donald McMaster.
BeRWICK
RWICK – Immaculate Conception BVM:
Walter Yudiski.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Peter
Kassab, Sr.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Dan Dumas,
Martha Sgrignoli.
CARLISLe – St. Patrick: George Joseph
Billets, Juliane Negrey.
CHAMBeRSBuRG
RG – Corpus Christi: Donald Edward Mote.
COAL TOWnSHIP – Our Lady of Hope:
Theresa Sockoloski.
COLuMBIA
MBIA – Holy Trinity: William Kauf
Kauf-hold, Swidbert Weisser, Jr.
DALLASTOWn – St. Joseph: James L.
Hemler.
GeTTYSBuRG
RG – St. Francis Xavier: Cris
Cochran, Laura Goodsight.
HAnOVeR
R – St. Joseph: Patricia Batoha,
Charlotte Krill.
HARRISBuRG
RG – Holy Name of
Jesus: Eleanor M. Gaiski,
Joseph Kennedy, Charles Lenker, Sr.,
Esther G. Lewis, Mary Lou McCauley, Miriam E. McCormack; St. Catherine Labouré:
Mary Conjar, James Obrock, Emily Siegfried;
St. Francis of Assisi: Dorothy Leib Fuhrman.
HeRSHeY
Y – St. Joan of Arc: Andrew
Hudock, Mae Ubbink.
KuLPMOnT
T – Holy Angels: Florence M.
Sienkiewicz.

LAnCASTeR
R – Assumption BVM: Vera
Gmuca; St. Joseph: Mary Kopf, Richard
Seroski, Sr.
MCSHeRRYSTOWn – Annunciation
BVM: Anna C. Smith, Kathryn Tananis.
MIDDLeTOWn – Seven Sorrows BVM:
John Egenrieder, Sr.
MILLeRSVILLe – St. Philip the Apostle:
Loretta M. Glick.
neW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Patricia Batoha, Jane T.
Staub.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Gilbert (Gil)
Robel, Joseph Tretter.
SeLInSGROVe – St. Pius X:
Andrew Gamble.
STeeLTOn – Prince of Peace:
Matthew (Ben) Belicic.
YORK – St. Patrick: Nancy Benkert.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in June during the past 25
years:
Msgr. Karl Stofko, 1988
Deacon Henry Bucher, 1990
Msgr. Matthias Siedlecki, 1990
Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 2007

Annual Pilgrimage for World Peace
August 4
Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, Emmitsburg, MD
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden,
principal celebrant and homilist
The 24th annual Pilgrimage for World
Peace through Conversion of Heart will
include the Sacrament of Penance, Mass,
recitation of the rosary, a Marian conference by Capuchin Franciscan Father
John Bednarik, consecration to Mary, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and a Holy Hour
of Adoration.

The day begins at 10 a.m. Rosary
and Mass will take place at the grotto,
weather permitting. The pilgrimage will
conclude at 4 p.m. Pilgrims should bring
a boxed lunch and water; lunch is not
available otherwise.
For general information, contact Deacon Michael Grella at 717-939-6431
(home) or 717-379-8083 (cell) or via email at dmgrella@hbgdiocese.org.

Diocesan Cemeteries
HARRISBuRG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13th Street
Harrisburg PA 17104
Resurrection Cemetery
116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112
Manager Ed Scholly
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
escholly@hbgdiocese.org
LeBAnOn
Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

MeCHAnICSBuRG/
YORK
Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055

Manager Mike Rugalla
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
mrugalla@hbgdiocese.org
LAnCASTeR

St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org
eLYSBuRG
All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

PA Catholic Health Association and
PCC Call for Redirection of Tobacco
Settlement Fund Back to Health Care
More than 800,000. That is the number of Pennsylvanians who currently do not have
health insurance, including the 40,000 who lost their coverage in February when Pennsylvania’s adultBasic health insurance program expired.
The Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association (PCHA) and the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference (PCC) have advocated for the adultBasic program in the past and have urged
the governor and the General Assembly to consider a way to reinstate and sustain the adultBasic health insurance program.
The report issued recently by Auditor General Jack Wagner offers a good suggestion
about how to restore adultBasic this year – redirect the Tobacco Settlement Fund back to its
intended purpose of funding health-related programs.
When the Tobacco Settlement was reached in 1999, the PCHA adopted a list of principles to guide its advocacy. Among the points, PCHA stated:
• A major portion of the tobacco settlement monies should be used to provide access to
basic, quality health care for the uninsured.
• The monies should not be used to address non-health issues, or replace state expenditures for programs and services currently in place.
The principles also support anti-smoking programs and the prohibition of funds from being used for embryonic stem cell research.
“The principles we adopted over a decade ago for the Tobacco Settlement funds are as
relevant today as they were then,” said Sister Clare Christi Schiefer, OSF, President of
PCHA. “Access to basic, quality health care for the uninsured is still a critical challenge in
the Commonwealth. The Catholic health care community echoes the majority of Pennsylvanians who believe if Tobacco Settlement funds are earmarked for that purpose, they should
be used to meet our obligation to help these people in need.”
Dr. Robert J. O’Hara, Jr., Executive Director of the PCC added, “Pennsylvania’s budget
deadline is looming. With significant economic constraints, some very difficult decisions
will be made. We hope that what was revealed about the use of Tobacco Settlement monies
will help ease the decision-making for the governor and the General Assembly to restore the
adultBasic health insurance program.”
More information about PCC and PCHA is found at www.pacatholic.org.

Saint elizabeth Guild Formed in
Support of Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg is pleased to announce the formation of
a new support organization. Founded this past spring, the Saint Elizabeth Guild in Support
of Catholic Charities is the volunteer auxiliary of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg. The purpose of the organization is to create a pool of volunteers willing to provide
assistance with existing and creation of new fundraising efforts; maintenance, painting,
yard work and other necessary tasks that support shelters, programs and schools run by
Catholic Charities, and visibility for the agency in the community.
Working committees include the Steering Committee; New Fundraising Initiatives; Soup,
Salad and Sermon Lenten Luncheon; Interfaith Shelter Golf Classic; Shelter Shuffle 5K
Race; Come and See Dinner, Marketing and Public Relations; and Shelter, Program and
School Support.
Annual membership in the Guild is open to all adults who have a commitment to helping
Catholic Charities run its many programs and services in the community. Benefits include
a quarterly newsletter, membership directory, calendar of events, invitation to all social and
fundraising events sponsored by Catholic Charities and an invitation to the annual meeting.
Additional benefits are available to Lifetime Members.
For more information or a brochure and membership form, contact Christopher Meehan,
Catholic Charities Director of Development, at cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-

4804, ext. 284.

Celebrant Singers Coming to
St. Francis Xavier Parish

Jon Stemkoski’s Celebrant Singers, whose global ministry credentials include playing for
the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony honoring Mother Teresa, are poised for their fourth visit to
St. Francis Xavier Church in Gettysburg.
They will bring a contingent of some 25 instrumentalists, singers and sound and lighting
technicians to the church on June 30 for a 7 p.m. service. Admission is free. The Celebrants
raise money via freewill offerings and selling CD recordings.
Host families are needed. If you would like to host one or more of the Celebrants by
providing lodging the night of the concert, preparing breakfast the next morning and a
bag lunch, contact the parish office at 717-334-3919 or Ed Luckenbaugh at 717-334-9234
(work, press option 1 for sales) or 717-334-5878 (home).

Mass Will Celebrate Feast of St. Thomas More

The St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania will host a Mass to celebrate the
feast of St. Thomas More June 22 at 7:30 a.m. at Historic St. Mary’s Church in Lancaster.
The Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden, Bishop of Harrisburg, will be the principal celebrant and homilist. A reception and light breakfast will follow the Mass. All are welcome.
St. Thomas More (1478-1535) is the patron Saint of lawyers, statesmen, and politicians.
He served King Henry VIII as a diplomat and attorney until the King had him beheaded for
refusing to comply with the Act of Supremacy that required English subjects to recognize
the King’s supremacy over the Pope. St. Thomas More was recognized in an Apostolic Letter from Pope John Paul II as “a source of inspiration for a political system which has as its
supreme goal the service of the human person.”
The St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania was founded for Catholic lawyers,
judges and law students to promote the ideals and principles of St. Thomas More. For more
information about the Society and its activities, visit www.saintthomasmoresociety.com.
For more information about the June 22 event, call Michael Krimmel at 717-422-7504.
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Young Church in Action

Pope to Get Manga Comic
Treatment in Time
for World Youth Day
Or you could have multiple scenes going on in
multiple frames. This style has been adopted in
Western graphic novels as well,” Lin said.
Lin, 36, is a real estate broker and uses his
Move over, Spider-Man. Here come some
earnings to provide seed money for his mannew comic-book heroes.
Among this new breed of heroes are Pope gas, which can be viewed at www.mangahero.
Benedict XVI, St. Paul and Old Testament fig- com. He was in Sydney for World Youth Day
in 2008 and plans to be in Madrid to oversee
ure Judith.
They are the stars of comic books done in a the manga distribution of the Pope Benedict
style older generations never saw in the comic- comic.
Still, Lin does not do it all by himself. He
book rack at the neighborhood drugstore growing up. The genre is called manga, a Japanese recruited two writers from John Paul the Great
genre of cartoons and comic books, and Jona- Catholic University in San Diego. (The school
than Lin, who runs Manga Hero, may well be also supplied Lin with a grant to produce the
the world’s only publisher of Catholic manga 300,000 World Youth Day mangas.) And a
full-time manga artist in Singapore does Lin’s
comics.
A 32-page Pope Benedict manga comic will manga artwork.
One of Lin’s writers, Gabrielle Gniewek, 21,
be distributed in August during World Youth
plans
to graduate in September with a degree in
Day in Madrid. Lin said he expects to have
300,000 copies produced in Spain to meet entertainment media. “When I got here, I really
demand. He hopes it will whet World Youth got into the whole Japanese manga thing,” she
Day participants’ appetites for a longer Pope told CNS in a June 5 telephone interview.
“I was searching for a job as a student to
Benedict manga to be produced this fall in the
pay
the grocery bills,” Gniewek added. “I was
United States.
“I wanted to start my own business – some- known as ‘the Japanese girl.’ ... I was in charge
thing that could positively influence young of the anime (a Japanese style of animation)
people, who are especially influenced by me- club at school” when Lin posted flyers looking
dia,” Lin told Catholic News Service in a June for a Catholic manga artist.
“They all knew who I was and what I was
3 telephone interview from San Rafael, Calif.
“I was talking to my parents. And my dad, doing. I applied for the job and Jonathan came
who actually grew up in Japan, asked me, and interviewed me. He really liked what I did.
‘How come there’s no biblical manga?’ And He picked me up and we went on from there,”
I was like, ‘Oh, yeah, that’s right. That’s a Gniewek said. “It’s such a narrow, niche market
shame.’ There was only a couple written by that he was looking for a Catholic manga artist.
Protestants and published by Protestants that ... I thought, ‘Wow, this is right up my alley.’ ...
basically converted the Bible into a manga se- That, I think, was a little gift from God.”
Matt Salisbury got an entertainment media
ries,” Lin said.
But it got Lin to thinking: “What stories are bachelor’s degree at John Paul the Great, then
a master’s in film and television producing. “I
there out there that could actually work?”
The St. Paul and Judith mangas are already wasn’t too familiar with it [manga] as a genre
available for sale. Later this summer, Lin will but when I looked at it was interesting,” said
have produced a manga telling the parable of Salisbury, whose background is in screenwritthe 10 virgins at the wedding feast from the ing.
Although he had never written manga comGospel of Matthew.
There were “five who were ready, five who ics until Lin brought him on, Salisbury said, “I
were not,” he reminded, referring to the five really enjoyed not having to worry about the
virgins who were prepared with oil to light budget of what you’re portraying.” He added
the way for the bridegroom, who symbolizes he had written the first part of the Pope BeneChrist, and the other five who were running out dict manga but then passed it on to Gniewek
when his career started heating up.
of oil because
Lin said it
the bridegroom
takes
Manga
was delayed.
Hero about three
Lin explained
to four months
the difference
to get a comic
between mangas
from the idea
and “traditional”
stage to the fincomics.
ished product.
“The manga
“We have othart style is toers being written
tally different
– Joshua, and
than the Western
then we have
comics
tradianother one on
tion,” he said.
Pope John Paul
“The Japanese
II, Mother Teart style is more
resa, St. George.
exaggerated –
These are all
broadly defined
in the writing
hair, for examstage,” Lin said.
ple. Maybe big
“And then we
eyes. The framhave an epic on
ing of the scene
David.”
can be quite dif
difEven though
ferent.
most
of Lin’s
“The sense is
manga
talent
that traditional
has its base in
comic books of
San Diego, he
the Fifties and
hasn’t ever gone
Sixties everyto Comic Con,
thing was quite
the annual conlinear. In manga
vention held in
the action may
San Diego for
be more disjointcomic
books
ed. Put it this
CNS/COURTESY MANGA HERO and
cartoons.
way: The action This is the cover of a 32-page Pope Benedict XVI “It’s really quite
sequences could manga comic book, which will be distributed in Au- expensive
to
all be happening gust during World Youth Day in Madrid. Jonathan Lin get a booth,” he
all at one time, runs Manga Hero, which may well be the world’s only said.
“Maybe
someday.”
in one frame. publisher of Catholic manga comics.

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

Scouts
Honored
Two young men from Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
in Mechanicsburg recently
received the Eagle Scout
honor in separate ceremonies at the parish. Shown
with Msgr. William J. King,
Diocesan Vicar General
and soon-to-be-pastor of
the parish (and also an
Eagle Scout), are Eagle
Scouts Michael Nebistinsky and his parents, below,
and Alex Cost, left.

nCYC SCHOLARSHIP FOR GIRL SCOuTS
Region 3 National Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire is
offering a scholarship to help Girl Scouts and Camp Fire youth attending the
National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis this November. A total of
$825 in scholarship funds will be divided among three selected applicants.
Applicants must be a currently registered Girl Scout or Camp Fire member,
must complete and return an application before July 1, and must write an essay on the NCYC experience upon return from the conference.
For more information and an application form, contact the Diocesan Office
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 or download the form
at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch by clicking “Catholic Scouting,” then
“Girl Scouts,” then “NCYC Scholarship.”

HOLY nAMe HOnORS PA
Mrs. Rametta’s fourth-grade class at Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg finished a unit on Pennsylvania history by hosting a PA History Museum.
Each student created a project on a famous Pennsylvanian. All the projects
were displayed in the school connector and parents and grandparents were invited to view the projects and hear each student speak about their person. One
student, Sami Knipple, was able to meet her famous Pennsylvanian, singer
Brett Michaels. She was invited to a concert and received autographed items
to include with her project. The students sang a song about Pennsylvania and
served cookies in the shape of a map of the state. The project finished with a
luncheon where all the food served was made in Pennsylvania.

SCIenCe AWARDS
Six students from Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg recently participated in the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science State
Competition. Congratulations to the following first and second place award
recipients: senior Laura Tringali, junior Rachel Carnicelli, freshman Dominic
Acri, junior Amy Gifford, junior Lindsay Chimel and freshman Kaela Curcillo.

nATIOnAL HISTORY DAY FInALS
Millersville University in Lancaster was abuzz as middle and high school
students converged for the National History Day-Pennsylvania State Competition.
Students from Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg presented an impressive array of performances, websites and exhibits around the 2011 National History Day theme of “Debate & Diplomacy in History: Successes,
Failures, Consequences.” Winners advance to the National Finals competition
scheduled for June 12-16 at the University of Maryland at College Park.
First place winner Gabby Licata created an individual performance showing
how Dorthea Dix fought for the mentally challenged in America. She showed
how Miss Dix used both debate and diplomacy to successfully improve the
conditions of those mentally ill in our society.
Holy Name took many other students to the state competition. In order to
get to the state competition, students had to place first, second, or third at the
regional competition held in March at Messiah College. The following students did just that and had the opportunity to advance: Daniel Hair, Individual
Exhibit; Ally Guerrisi and Maddy Shields, Group Exhibit; Lianne Lapitan,
Individual Website, fifth in the state; Tesia Kempski, Individual Website, sixth
in the state; Vicki Elter, Individual Performance; Lauren Purcell, Individual
Performance; Makenna Brezitski, Analaura Cataldi, Ethan Danner, and Ben
Wilson, Group Performance; Emily D’Amico and Natalie Carnicelli, Group
Performance.
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from 5-11 p.m. Rain date is June 26, where food sales will
take place in the parish hall. Ethnic foods, entertainment, and
specialty baskets will be part of the festival.

Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Summer pro-life Masses in the Extraordinary Form
(Latin) will be offered at St. Lawrence Chapel in
Harrisburg at 9 a.m. June 18, July 16 and Aug. 20.
The pro-life Mass is offered every third Saturday
by Father Frank Parrinello, FSSP, who will also
lead us in prayer in front of Hillcrest following the
Mass. Contact info@hbglatinmass.com for information.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by
Father Walter Sempko June 19 at 2 p.m. at St.
Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg.
A morning of prayer and thanksgiving for the 30th anniversary of the apparitions in Medjugorje will be
held at St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster
June 25. The morning will begin with a Holy Hour
at 8 a.m., followed by Mass and the Glorious MysMys
teries of the Rosary. Light refreshments will follow
in the social hall. For information, contact Mary
McCafferty at 717-291-3221 or mhmccafferty@
comcast.net.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be
held July 6 at 7 p.m. Come and experience the power of Eucharistic Adoration and praise and worship music. A reception
will be held immediately afterward in the cafeteria. For more
information, call 717-583-0240.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

The Cursillo Movement of Harrisburg will be holding their summer weekends at St. Pius X Parish in
Selinsgrove. The women’s weekend will be July 7-10 and
the men’s weekend will be July 14-17. For information and
registration, sponsors and candidates can contact Steve or
Sherry Troelsch at 717-898-6178, stroelsch@comcast.net or
you can visit the website at www.harrisburg-cursillo.org.
Cor ad Cor Overnight Retreat: Have fun getting to know
religious Sisters and make a memory of a lifetime by spendspend
ing 24 hours in a convent! We begin at 7 p.m. on July 8 and
volunteer the following day at the Sisters’ Annual Summer
Festival, ending after Mass at 7 p.m. This retreat is open to
all female high school and college age students. For more
information and to register for this retreat sponsored by the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Danville, contact
Sister Debbie, SS.C.M., at debbiesscm@hotmail.com or visit
www.sscm.org under the vocations tab for the permission
slip.
Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp will hold its 18th
Annual week of faith-filled, fun-filled activities for CathoCatho
lic boys and girls in grades 4-12 at Rhodes Grove Camp
July 25-28. It is located off Route 11 between Greencastle
and Chambersburg. Campers come from parishes in the
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Harrisburg, and a few from
beyond. The volunteer staff includes priests, Sisters and
lay persons both married and single, to lead and oversee
camp activities.The daily program includes Mass and religion
activities along with swimming, waterslide, high tower ropes,
swing, horsemanship, crafts, nature studies and more. Cost
is $195 per camper. For further information and application,
contact: Sister Margie Monahan, CCW, 110 South Third
Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233, sistermargie@comcast.
net or 717-485-5917.
Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Abbottstown are organizing the third annual missionary trip
to Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 30-Nov. 6, 2011. Are you willing to
look into the face of Christ by performing acts of mercy with
the poorest of the poor? Come join us and The Missionaries
of the Poor in serving God by caring for abandoned infants,
children and adults in that poverty-ridden nation. A mountaintop retreat with Father HoLung is planned at the end of the
week. The trip is open to all those interested, not just parish
members. Want to learn more? Call Roy at 717-792-3408 or
e-mail gerimenu1@comcast.net.
A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being hosted by Karen
M. Hurley, DSS, from March 17-27, 2012. The Scriptures
will come alive as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Tour
includes: Daily Mass at holy sites, guide, accommodation in
First Class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in TiTi
berias, on the shores of the Sea of Galilee), land transportatransporta
tion by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip airfare from Philadelphia
on nonstop flight, and more, for $2,975 per person/double
occupancy. For further information on this pilgrimage, concon
tact: George’s International Tours, (800) 566-7499 or www.
georgesintl.com.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey, in conjunction with
Travel Dreams Unlimited and Avalon Waterways, is offering
an eight-day Paris-to-Paris French river cruise in April 2012 in
honor of next year’s 50th anniversary of the laying of St. Joan
of Arc’s cornerstone. The trip includes stops in Conflans, VerVer
non, Rouen and Les Andelys. Day 5 will be spent in Rouen,
home to St. Joan of Arc, who lived and was imprisoned here
and met her demise in the marketplace in 1431. Father Philip
Burger will lead this excursion. For details, visit www.stjoanwww.stjoan
hershey.org/cruise or call Cecile Mortel at 717-798-0303.

Education, Enrichment
& Support

Harrisburg area single’s group “WinDowS” invites
widowed, divorced and single men and women to join
other singles each month at different restaurants, have a
lovely meal, great conversation, and a chance to make new
friends. Open to all ages and all faiths. Sponsored by Father
Daniel Powell, pastor of St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg. Call Julia for more information at 717-652-3598.
Juliet Geiger RN, MSN, will be conducting a presentation on her recent medical mission trip to
Haiti in the Little Flower Social Hall at St. Theresa
Parish in New Cumberland June 23 at 7 p.m. The
St. Theresa Knights of Columbus will sponsor
refreshments. Ms. Geiger will be joined by fellow
parishioners/team members Bill Woodward and
Woody McGee in the presentation.
Jody Cole will be conducting icon writing (painting)
workshops in the Byzantine Style this summer. She will be
at St. Francis Xavier Church in Gettysburg July 11-15 from
9 a.m.-4 p.m., an hour for lunch each day (brown bag or go
out). The total cost of the workshop which includes all supplies except optional gold leafing will be $170. Participants
will be able to choose from (12”x16”) St. Nicholas the Wonderworker or St. George and the Dragon. Experienced icon
students or artists can contact Jody to discuss other options.
For more information contact Jody Cole at 717-919-8791
or jcoleicons@aol.com. Jody will also conduct a week long
retreat at St. Francis Retreat House, Easton, Pa., August 1419. Participants will paint a 12”x16” of St. Anthony of Padua.
For more information or to register, contact 610-258-3053 or
stfranrh@rcn.com.

Festivals & Picnics

The 20th Annual St. Joseph Carnival will be held June
14-18 from 5 -10 p.m. nightly on the parish grounds at Kingston Road and Cortleigh Drive in East York. It features traditional rides and games for all ages, musical entertainment
on the main stage, food served by the various St. Joseph
Catholic Church organizations and ministries, as well as
sit-down dinners from 5-7 p.m. in the air-conditioned school
cafeteria. Featuring the return of our delicious Chicken Pot
Pie on Tuesday, BBQ Ribs on Wednesday, new this year:
Corned Beef & Cabbage on Thursday, and Crab Cakes on
Friday. All dinners are $8, with carry-outs available. Special
20th Anniversary activities are scheduled as well.
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will hold its annual
parish picnic June 17 from 5-10 p.m., June 18 from 3-10
p.m. and June 19 from 2-10 p.m. The picnic will be held at
the RCA picnic grounds in Ranshaw, rain or shine. There
will be a variety of homemade foods, refreshments, games,
prizes and music.
Divine Redeemer Church in Mount Carmel will host its
festival June 18 from noon-10 p.m. at the Divine Mercy Hall
and Picnic Grounds. There will be homemade ethnic foods,
desserts, baked goods, theme baskets, “A Minute to Win It”
contest, raffles, kids’ games, bingo and D.J. entertainment.
Celebrate World Refugee Day will Catholic Charities
Immigration and Refugee Services. A picnic will be held at
Lingle Park on Pleasant Road near South Side School in
Harrisburg June 18 from noon-5 p.m. Bring your own picnic
lunch. There will be soccer and games for adults, as well as
games and activities for children. For information, contact
Mira at 717-232-0568.
St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will hold its
festival June 18 and 19. Saturday features entertainment
by Flaming Dick and the Hot Rods from 7-10:30 p.m. On
Sunday, there will be a performance by the Uptown Band
from 6-10:30 p.m., and a chicken barbecue starting at noon
until sold out.
The 30th Annual Lancaster Catholic High School Carnival will be held at Rossmere Stadium from 6-11 p.m. June
20-25. On Saturday, doors open at 4 p.m. for Kids Matinee.
All rides for children are one ticket from 4-6 p.m. New this
year, our Vietnamese friends are making their ethnic specialties. Ride all Night tickets are good Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday can be purchased at Turkey Hill Minute Markets
for $12. There will be fireworks Monday and Saturday, live
music, bingo (Saturday 4 p.m.) and more rides than ever.
Admission is $5 for adults. Children 6 and under are free.
Parking is free.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will host its summer
festival June 24 and 25 from 5-11 p.m. Festivities include
carnival games for all ages, games of chance, bingo, a flea
market, auction and bake sale. Enjoy homemade meatball
sandwiches, pierogies, French fries, hot dogs, hamburgers and much more. Friday features entertainment by DJ
Music Please. Saturday features entertainment by Not Quite
Einstein with Gloria. Raffle tickets, with a chance to win the
top prize of $1,000, will also be available. Call 717-838-3369
for more information.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel will
hold its annual festival June 24 from 6-11 p.m. and June 25

Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
Middletown is sponsoring three days of fun at our annual
festival to be held July 7-9 from 6-10 p.m. each night. The
festival features inflatable and carnival rides, games of skill
and chance for children and adults, bingo, homemade meals
each night in an air-conditioned social hall, ethnic foods, festival foods, baked goods, beer garden, silent auction basket
raffle, cash raffle, flea market, car show, lots of great music
and entertainment. Visit www.sevensorrows.org for all dinner
menus and additional information concerning entertainment
schedules.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will hold a
summer festival July 8 and 9. Friday features a fish dinner from 4-7 p.m. and entertainment by DJ Bob Barry from
5-10:30 p.m. Saturday features a chicken pot pie dinner from
4-7 p.m. and entertainment by DJ Bob Barry from 4-10:30
p.m.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Vietnamese Community at Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg has a Vietnamese food sale every second Sunday of the month from 9:30
a.m.-2 p.m. in the church social hall. Authentic noodle soup,
egg rolls, salads and desserts are offered for eat-in or takeout. For more information, call the church at 717-233-1014.
The Bishop McDevitt Football Golf Outing will be held
June 24 at Manada Golf Course. Registration is $80 per
golfer and includes greens fee, cart, lunch (hot dogs and
sausages), and catered dinner. The tournament starts with
registration and lunch at 11 a.m. and a shot-gun start at
12:30 p.m. Dinner follows at approximately 6 p.m. Proceeds
go towards the McDevitt Football Program. For more information and to register, visit www.mcdgolfouting.org.
The Lebanon Catholic Athletic Association Golf Classic will take place at the Royal Oaks Golf Club Aug. 21.
Four-person scramble, shotgun start at 1 p.m. Tournament
benefits Lebanon Catholic Athletic Programs. Cost is $80 per
player and includes golf, cart, lunch voucher and a delicious
dinner. Contact Royal Oaks Golf Club at 717-274-2212 or
Patti Hower at 717-866-7257. For a printable registration
form, visit www.lebanoncatholicschool.org.
Artists and crafters are needed for St. Bernard Church
in New Bloomfield’s third annual Holiday Arts and Crafts fair
Sept. 24. Come fill our spaces and help make this fundraiser
a huge success. Contact Martha at 789-4109 or mehavens@
embarqmail.com for information and vendor registration.

Parish, School
& Organization News

St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown is looking for a
Youth Coordinator to run Middle and High School Youth
Groups. This is a part-time position with one event for
approximately two hours for three of the four weekends
each month. Experience working with youth is strongly
recommended. Must be energetic, have good leadership
qualities and planning techniques, must be organized and
have excellent communication skills. E-mail businessmanager@stpeteretown.org if you are interested in learning
more details, or submit your résumé to St. Peter Parish,
Attn: Business Mgr, 1840 Marshall Drive, Elizabethtown,
PA 17022.
Belle Voix Vocal Ensemble is holding auditions for all
voice parts (SATB) and membership in the ensemble. Belle
Voix is dedicated to the performance and promotion of choral
music, both accompanied and a cappella, in many styles and
from all periods of Classical Music. The ensemble rehearses
on Wednesday evenings at Grace United Church of Christ
on Fourth Street in Hanover. The Concert Series consists
of 3 concerts in November and 3 concerts in the spring at
various churches in PA, MD and VA. They will be part of the
Conservatory Series this fall at the Eichelberger Performing
Arts Center. The ensemble has sung in Catholic parishes in
the diocese, including in Lewistown and Waynesboro, and at
St. Lawrence Chapel in Harrisburg. To schedule an audition
or obtain more information, contact Beth Pugliese, Artistic
Director, 717-487-1207, or send an email to belle_voix@
comcast.net.
Lebanon Catholic School is in the process of updating
its alumni data base. We need YOU, our alumni, to help us
with this process so that we can do the best possible job of
keeping you informed about what is happening at your alma
mater. If you or any member of your family is an alumnus of
Lebanon, Catholic, please send us your information at sclentimack@lebanoncatholicschool.org or mail it to Lebanon
Catholic School, c/o Scott Clentimack, 1400 Chestnut St.,
Lebanon, Pa. 17042. Included with your information should
be name, address, maiden name, graduation year, phone
number and e-mail address.
Seeking to organize a class reunion for all alumni
of St. Stanislaus School, Race Street, Shamokin, on Memorial Day Weekend 2012. If you are interested in attending
or assisting in the planning, please contact: Roseann Kalvich
Hooper at 912-598-2938 or roseannh@bellsouth.net; Mary
Narkiewicz Harmon at 570-594-3663 or martom02@msn.
com; or Mary Ann Powell Rumberger at 570-644-0984.
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World and National News

Nuncio Renews Call for Abstinence,
Fidelity-Based Efforts to Limit AIDS
Catholic News Service
Abstinence and fidelity-based programs remain the only universally effective, safe and affordable means of
halting the spread of AIDS, the Vatican’s ambassador to the United Nations told a meeting to review progress and chart the future course of the
global response to the disease.
Archbishop Francis Chullikatt also
said in remarks delivered June 10 that
access to anti-retroviral drugs is vital
in treating the disease and for reducing
the risks for spreading it, but should
not be seen as a means to “diminish
the consequences of dangerous and irresponsible behavior.”
The nuncio’s remarks were delivered by Jane Adolphe, associate professor of law at Ave Maria School of
Law in Naples, Fla., and a member

of the Vatican delegation to the U.N.
meeting reviewing efforts under the
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/
AIDS.
The archbishop said the world’s approach to the AIDS epidemic must involve “a value-based response which
recognizes the need to promote the
inherent dignity of the human person,
thus, responsible sexual behavior and
recognition of responsibility to oneself and one’s own community.”
While access to anti-retroviral drugs
has proved beneficial in treating AIDS
and limiting the spread of the human
immunodeficiency virus that causes
the disease, the archbishop said only
about a third of the 15 million people
with the disease in low- and middleincome countries can obtain the medication.
Archbishop Chullikatt also pointed

to reports that showed funding to combat AIDS fell in 2010 for the first time
in the 30 years since the disease was
identified. “We are reminded that political declaration and good will need
to be matched by concrete actions on
the ground and at the international
level,” he said.
He urged the world to ensure that the
10 million people who lack access to
life-saving drugs receive the safe and
affordable treatment, care and support
they need.
“The approximately $7 billion U.S.
dollars which would be needed to provide this treatment is a substantial sum
but pales in comparison to the money
and resources spent by countries in the
pursuit of war and other destructive
activities such as the global enterprise
that surrounds arms and drug trading,”
he said.

The archbishop also called upon
pharmaceutical companies to reassess
their policies regarding intellectual
property rights to ensure that such legal protections lead to greater research
efforts “rather than becoming yet another barrier” to accessing drugs and
medical equipment.
“While greater funding and access
to necessary drugs is a requirement
for addressing the lack of access to
treatment, care and support, so too
must greater considerations be given
to ensuring that these resources are
used in a manner which is effective
and responsible,” Archbishop Chullikatt said.
(The full text of Archbishop Chullikatt’s statement can be found online
at
www.holyseemission.org/statements/statement.aspx?id=314.)

Pope Urges Nations to Promote Moral
Education, Protect Family, Life
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Pope Benedict XVI used his apostolic
journey to the Croatian capital to encourage nations to build their communities on Christian values and to support
the traditional family and the sanctity of
life.
A culture guided by truth, reason and
love not only will lead to peace, justice
and solidarity, the community’s very
survival is dependent on such transcendent values, he said during his brief
two-day pilgrimage June 4-5.
If religion, ethics and a moral conscience are banished from informing the
public realm, “then the crisis of the West
has no remedy and Europe is destined
to collapse in on itself” and risk falling
prey to every form of tyranny, he said in
an audience with Croatia’s political, religious, cultural, business and academic
representatives.
Free and just democracies thrive when
citizens’ consciences have been formed
by love and Christianity’s “logic of gift”
in which the good of the whole human
family is sought after, not narrow self-interests, the pope said June 4 in Zagreb’s
ornate Croatian National Theater.
The 84-year-old pope headed to the
Croatian capital in an effort to encourage this predominantly Catholic country to resist secular temptations and
hold strong to its Christian identity as it
prepares for full integration into the European Union. It was Pope Benedict’s
19th trip outside Italy and 13th to a European nation.
Even though nearly 90 percent of the
country’s population declare themselves
Catholic, the bishops say the country is
experiencing fierce pressure to allow
adoptions by same-sex couples, ease restrictions on artificial reproduction and
legalize euthanasia. Divorce and abortion are legal and same-sex civil partnerships are recognized in Croatia.
Jubilant crowds squelched through the
muddy fields to chase after the popemobile as it slowly circled the giant horse

track. People waved banners and Vatican and Croatian flags and many babies
braved being passed over barricades and
through the open popemobile window
to receive a kiss and blessing from the
pope.
In his homily, Pope Benedict called
on the government to support families
and he urged young men and women to
be courageous and fend off trends that
advocate “living together as a prepara-

tion, or even a substitute for marriage.”
“Do not be afraid to make a commitment to another person,” he said as he
encouraged married couples to be open
to life since the “respect for natural
moral law frees people, rather than demeaning them.”
In an evening vespers service in the
neo-Gothic Zagreb Cathedral June 5,
the pope urged bishops to be vigilant
and guide the faithful to ensure the
Pope
Benedict XVI
celebrates an
outdoor Mass
in Zagreb’s
hippodrome
June 5 during
a two-day
visit to the
Croatian
capital.
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church’s moral teaching was correctly
understood in light of the Gospel.
After vespers, the pope prayed at the
tomb of Blessed Cardinal Alojzije Stepinac – a national hero for Croats and
a highly controversial figure for Serbian
Orthodox and some Jewish groups who
have accused him of being a Nazi sympathizer.
Pope Benedict praised the martyr of
the church saying the revered cleric
became “a living image of Christ” and
was able to withstand the suffering and
torment brought about by his opposition
to Nazi then communist oppression. He
defended Jews, Orthodox and gypsies
who were targeted by the murderous
World War II-era Ustase regime, the
pope said.
A torrential downpour and lightning
storm lifted right before the pope was
due to lead some 50,000 young people
in a prayer vigil in the city’s Ban Josip
Jelacic Square June 4.
Spirits were not dampened, however, as the crowds sang and chanted the
pope’s name.
The pope told them to resist today’s
materialism and superficiality and let
Jesus become their “friend and companion along life’s journey.”
The festivities and Liturgy of the Word
were followed by a long period of silent
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, told journalists the next
day that the pope was “very impressed”
with the intensity of prayer and veneration at the end of the event.
“It was so quiet, I could hear the birds
chirping,” the priest said.
He said when the pope drove past the
crowds, “he looked in admiration” at all
the people still kneeling on the ground
and concentrated in prayer.
A torrential downpour and thunderstorm led organizers to cancel the formal farewell ceremony at the airport.
Instead the pope, local bishops and
government dignitaries met briefly in a
large hangar to shake hands and share
parting words.
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Twin Franciscan Brothers Who Died on
Same Day Had Always Been Together
Catholic News Service
Identical twins and Franciscan Brothers Julian and Adrian Riester – who were born seconds apart and died hours
apart June 1 at St. Anthony Hospital in St. Petersburg, Fla.
– were remembered by friends, family members and colleagues for their constant companionship.
The twins, natives of Buffalo, N.Y., who spent the past
three years in retirement at a Franciscan friary in St. Petersburg, had been Franciscan brothers for 65 years. Both
men were admitted to the hospital just days before both
died of heart failure at age 92.
A funeral Mass for the two men June 6 at St. Mary Our
Lady of Grace Church in St. Petersburg was attended by
only 50 or so people, but their story had spread far beyond
the confines of their own community.
Franciscan Father Dominic Monti, provincial vicar of
Holy Name Province, which includes 12 states along the
East Coast, said he was amazed at the widespread coverage
of the brothers’ deaths.
He said he did an online search on the two men and
found more than 375 stories.
“I think they would crawl under the table right now if
they knew all this attention that’s being devoted to them,”
he told the Tampa Tribune.
A major part of the brothers’ story is not just the coincidental timing of their deaths, but their constant togetherness – spending only their first assignments apart. From
1946 to 1951, Brother Adrian was a sacristan at St. Francis
of Assisi Church in New York, and Brother Julian was general manager of St. Anthony Shrine in Boston. They also
were separated from 1951 to 1956 when Brother Julian
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Franciscan Brothers Adrian and Julian Riester
are pictured in 2010 at St. Anthony Friary in St.
Petersburg, Fla. The religious brothers, who also
were twin biological brothers, died together June
1 at age 92 at St. Anthony’s Hospital in St. Petersburg.

was assigned to St. Patrick’s Parish in Buffalo and Brother
Adrian was at Bishop Timon High School in another part
of town.
The brothers were born Jerome and Irving March 27,
1919, to Dr. Julian Riester and his wife, Clara, who also
had five daughters. They took saints’ names when they became Franciscan brothers.
The twins were together at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in Buffalo, then radio technology school in Los
Angeles and years of ministry, including 35 years at St.
Bonaventure University near Buffalo, where they were
campus carpenters, gardeners and chauffeurs.
“It really is almost a poetic ending to the remarkable
story of their lives,” said St. Bonaventure spokesman Tom
Missel, who said the timing of their deaths was “hardly
surprising given that they did almost everything together.”
A cousin and close friend, Michael Riester, echoed that
sentiment, telling the Buffalo News: “If ever there is a confirmation that God favored them, this is it. They weren’t
even separated for 12 hours.”
He said his cousins will be remembered as “exemplary
men and holy men” who lived their lives in a truly Franciscan spirit.
“They had this intimate bond, in which neither was selfish at all,” he said. “And because they were so in tune to
God and to each other, it’s not surprising at all.”
The brothers are survived by two of their sisters, one in
Buffalo and one in St. Petersburg.
After the June 6 funeral Mass, the brothers’ bodies were
flown to Buffalo and buried June 8 at St. Bonaventure
Cemetery, across the street from the university.

Coffee, Chocolate, Catholicism Come
Together in CRS Fair-Trade Program
By Sara Angle
Catholic News Service
Coffee, chocolate and Catholicism are
three words that rarely appear in conjunction with one another, but the fair-trade division of Catholic Relief Services manages
to tie them together to promote solidarity
with workers around the world.
CRS, the international humanitarian
agency of the U.S. Catholic community,
says it sees the value in promoting fairtrade operations and has putting it on the
agenda for Catholics by educating them
about its purpose.
Based in Baltimore, CRS is known for
providing assistance across the world to the
poor, suffering and vulnerable, but its advocacy of fair-trade is one way the agency
works to alleviate poverty and work toward
global economic justice.
By focusing on coffee, chocolate and artisan crafts, CRS gives Catholics a way to
purchase with a purpose.
“It’s faith-based but takes place in a secular dimension,” Jackie DeCarlo, CRS fairtrade senior program adviser, told CNS in a
phone interview May 23.
The goal of fair trade is to create a market that values those who produce the food
people eat and create the goods they use.
CRS fair-trade materials point out that
the concept is in keeping with Catholic
social teaching by promoting human dignity, environmental stewardship, subsidiarity and a commitment to helping the poor
through one’s daily choices.
The Fair Trade Federation in Washington has developed criteria that must be met
for something to be officially approved as
fair trade. According to its Web site, traders who purchase products certified as fairtrade agree to pay a price to producers that
at least covers the costs of sustainable production; pay a premium that producers can
invest in development; partially pay in ad-
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Mariela Zamora, an agronomist with Catholic Relief Services, examines the health
of coffee trees with coffee farmer Rosa Amelia Centano in 2008 La Sirena, Nicaragua. CRS says it sees the value in promoting fair-trade operations and is putting
it on the agenda for Catholics by educating them about its purpose.
vance when producers ask for it; and sign
contracts that allow for long-term planning
and sustainable production practices.
CRS fair-trade policy adheres to the federation’s commitment to provide opportunities for advancement, equal employment
opportunities, environmentally sustainable
practices, and openness to public accountability, healthy and safe working conditions, and financial and technical assistance
to producers when possible.
“Since we [CRS] are trying to promote
human development, fair trade is a way to
increase incomes and invest in communities. ... These are long term partnerships
where we are able to nurture and empower
people at the grass-roots level and live out
[Catholic] values in the marketplace,” said
DeCarlo.

CRS also has 100 volunteers in the United States who have been trained and commissioned as fair-trade ambassadors. They
promote fair trade by organizing events in
parishes and schools in their communities.
The partnership between producers and
consumers aims to eliminate relationships
that are considered to be exploitative and
ensure farmers and artisans receive fair
prices for their goods and can engage in
sustainable production methods.
“The Gospel call focuses on trying to
reach out to our brothers and sisters. We
are called to remember those folks who are
suffering and struggling to fulfill their human potential. This is a way to live faith
and do it in a personal way. It’s very tangible,” said DeCarlo.
CRS has partnered with more than a

dozen coffee companies that roast and sell
their beans according to fair-trade policy.
The certified beans can be purchased directly from the seller for personal use, or
for use in businesses, at parishes and for
community events.
Dean’s Beans in Orange, Mass., was the
first coffee licensee with CRS. Dean Cycon,
who owns and operates the business, said
he chose to collaborate with the Catholic
agency because he feels its long-held values have an impact on the world that goes
beyond fair trade.
Cycon believes that one cup a day really
can make a difference. “I believe in the old
saying from the Bhagavad Gita ... ‘Add your
light to the sum of lights.’ It’s about our cumulative contributions. All the lights can
hold back the darkness,” he told CNS.
“When consumers buy from organizations
that are 100 percent committed to upholding
the principles of fair trade, they can be sure
that their values are being supported.”
For Cycon, the most rewarding part about
the fair-trade business is “working with people who have been so downtrodden and then
seeing a spark of light in them when they realize that they can control their own lives.”
The CRS Fair Trade Chocolate Project
also partners with Divine Chocolate from
SERRV, a nonprofit fair-trade and development organization, and Organic Chocolate
from Equal Exchange. Their products are
made from cocoa beans that pass fair-trade
standards. Many groups choose to sell the
chocolate bars as an alternative to more traditional fundraisers.
A portion of purchases from any of
CRS’’partners go to the CRS Fair Trade
Fund. The fund provides grants to increase
the size fair-trade market in the United
States as well as grants that help artisans and
farmers overseas work competitively in the
U.S. fair-trade market.
(Learn more about the fair-trade program
at www.crsfairtrade.org.)
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Following the
Shepherd

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
On the Solemn Feast of Pentecost, June 12, the annual vocation discernment camp for young men held at
Mount Saint Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md.,
opened with a prayerful Eucharistic procession led by
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden.

Some 110 young men, more than any previous year,
participated in Quo Vadis Days, which offers them an
opportunity to gain insight into how to discern their vocation and discover the joy of the priesthood. Diocesan
priests and seminarians staff the weeklong camp that of
offers spiritual direction, Holy Mass, and numerous prayer
opportunities along with ample teambuilding and recreation activities aimed at fostering lasting fellowship.
This year’s theme was: “What are you looking for?”

taken from the Gospel of Saint John. In his remarks during the Vespers service prior to the procession, Bishop
McFadden told the attendees that “this week is about
paying attention, paying attention to God, that’s what
you are here to do…. If you do that, you will find peace
and peace is a gift from the Lord that is given to us.
Peace means that God will always be with you…. The
Lord calls us to be patient with each other, find the good
in others.”
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Carrying a monstrance, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden leads diocesan priests, seminarians and young men in a Eucharistic procession at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
in Emmitsburg, Md.

Young men light candles as they prepare for a Eucharistic procession as part of
Quo Vadis Days, a discernment retreat program hosted annually by the Diocesan
Office of Vocations.

Novena to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
July 8 - 15
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be at 7 p.m.
every day with a sermon preached by
Rev. Father Michael Barone
th

th

Feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
July 16th at 5:30 p.m. will be a
Solemn High Mass in the presence of
Bishop Joseph McFadden and
Bishop William Waltersheid
All are invited!
Carmel of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
430 Monastery Road
Elysburg, PA 17824

Fiat Days for
Young Women
June 26-28
Mount St. Mary’s university,
emmitsburg, Md.
Learn about consecrated life, deepen your faith
and discern God’s call
for your life. Activities
include Mass, Adoration,
praying the Rosary, talks
from religious sisters, recreation and discussions.
Cost is free, due to
anonymous donors. For
information, or to register,
visit
www.hbgdiocese.
org/vocations or call the Office of Vocations at 717657-4804.

