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Blessing St. Samuel Center, Bishop
Says Service is Important Part of Faith
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Enveloped by mature trees and
swathed in suburban environs, Catholic
Charities’ newly-acquired St. Samuel
Center promises a peaceful, neighborhood abode for its residents: the clients
of the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless
Families, Lourdeshouse and Evergreen
House.
The 90-bed facility, formerly a nursing home in Harrisburg’s Lower Paxton
Township, also brings three of Catholic
Charities’ residential programs together
under one roof for increased economic
and efficient operation.
On May 30, one day before the center
welcomed its first residents – the families of the Interfaith Shelter – Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden blessed and dedicated St. Samuel Center, which will offer shelter, care and hope to those who
live there.
Surrounded by Catholic Charities
employees and volunteers, legislators,
business leaders and community supporters, the bishop blessed crucifixes
and other religious articles that will
More BLESSING, page 15

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden blesses rosaries, crucifixes and other religious articles that will be placed throughout the St.
Samuel Center, a newly-acquired facility in Harrisburg that will house three of Catholic Charities’ residential programs: The
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, Evergreen House and Lourdeshouse.

Philadelphia to Host World Meeting of Families;
Pope Opens Possibility of U.S. Visit in 2015

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
When the Archdiocese of Philadelphia hosts the
United States’ first World Meeting of Families in
2015, it will need to be a significantly smaller affair than the enormous gatherings seen since its
inception in 1994, said the city’s archbishop.
It is only with a reduced number of participants
that “we could manage through special gifts and
the like that people would be willing to give to
support such a gathering,” Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput of Philadelphia told Catholic News Service shortly after Pope Benedict XVI’s announcement.
The pope announced the host city of the next
world meeting at the Seventh World Meeting of
Families’ closing Mass to an estimated 1 million
people gathered at Milan’s outdoor Bresso Park
June 3.
Established by Blessed John Paul II nearly two
decades ago, almost every world meeting has attracted hundreds of thousands to 1 million people
to each triennial gathering.
“I send my warm greetings to Archbishop
Charles Chaput and to the Catholics of that great
city, and look forward to meeting them there
along with numerous families from all around the
world,” the pope said. He added that, “God willing,” he would take part.
The pope would be 88 in 2015 and it would
CNS/PAUL HARING
mark his second trip to the United States – his first A family brings up the offertory gifts to Pope Benedict XVI during
an outdoor Mass concluding the World Meeting of Families in
to Philadelphia – as pope.
More WORLD MEETING, page 14

Milan June 3. The pope announced that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia will host the next World Meeting of Families in 2015.

Religious Liberty
Concerns, Charter
Report on Tap for
Bishops’ Meeting
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
With a long-standing campaign to press its
concerns about infringements on religious
liberty by governments and the courts, the
U.S. bishops will devote a significant portion
of their spring meeting June 13-15 in Atlanta
to the issue.
The bishops also will receive a 10-year
progress report by the National Review
Board on the “Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People” and hear recommendations from the review board stemming
from the study “The Causes and Context of
Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests
in the United States, 1950-2010.”
Two hours will be devoted to the religious
liberty discussion, which will encompass
domestic and international concerns as the
bishops continue to rally support for and
raise awareness about infringements on religious rights in the United States and abroad.
At the forefront of the bishops’ religious
liberty efforts is the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services’ mandate that
would force Catholic institutions to provide
health insurance coverage to employees for
More USCCB MEETING, page 14
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How the GOOD NEWS
Gets Around . . . TO YOU.
Support the Collection for the

Catholic Communication Campaign.

Catholic Communication
Campaign Collection
~ June 16-17
The Diocese of Harrisburg takes advantage of many of today’s
media, both new and traditional: newspaper, radio broadcasts, cable
TV programming, an informational website, an active FaceBook
page, a YouTube channel featuring nearly 90 different videos, live
streaming video from some events and INSIGHT, our new e-mail
newsletter.
These communication tools are integrated into many diocesan efforts that inform, educate and inspire. All this is done with the goal
of assisting you to better understand and live out your faith in your
daily life.
Half of all proceeds from the Catholic Communication Campaign remain in our diocese, so please be generous in this collection. The CCC is how the Good News gets around to you.
Visit www.HbgDiocese.org/CCC for more information and to subscribe to our on-line services.
For many, new media has become a part of daily life. Whether by
watching videos or listening to music online, or keeping up with
friends and family via social networks, the way we communicate
has changed significantly in recent years.
Through the Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC), Catholics can be united in the Holy Father’s invitation for each of us
“confidently and with an informed and responsible creativity, to
join the network of relationships which the digital era has made
possible” (Message for the 45th World Communications Day, January 5, 2011).

Catholic Communication Campaign | Office of National Collections
3211 Fourth Street NE | Washington, DC 20017-1194 | www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

Through Painting, Parishioner
Promotes Devotion to the Sacred Heart

© 2012, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. All rights reserved. Photos: iStockphoto.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Local artist Virginia Thomas, a member
of St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg,
is drawing on her rendering of a 19th century
painting to promote devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus.
On June 15 this year, the Church celebrates
the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus, devotion to which became particularly
popular following the Lord’s appearance to
Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque in France in
the 1600s.
Margaret Mary, who was later canonized
in 1920, experienced several visions of Jesus,
including one on Dec. 27, 1673, in which he
revealed his Sacred Heart. On the heart were
flames symbolizing his burning love for all
people, and a crown of thorns representing
sacrifice and penance to redeem our sins.
Jesus confided to Sister Margaret Mary 12
promises to those who would be devoted to
his Sacred Heart:
• I will give them all the graces necessary
for their state of life.
• I will establish peace in their families.
• I will console them in all their troubles.
• They shall find in My Heart an assured
refuge during life and especially at the hour
of their death.
• I will pour abundant blessings on all their
undertakings.
• Sinners shall find in My Heart the source
of an infinite ocean of mercy.
• Tepid souls shall become fervent.
• Fervent souls shall speedily rise to great
perfection.
• I will bless the homes where an image of
My Heart shall be exposed and honored.
• I will give to priests the power of touching the most hardened hearts.
• Those who propagate this devotion shall
have their names written in My Heart, never
to be effaced.
• The all-powerful love of My Heart will

Prints and Note Cards Available
Several print sizes of Virginia Thomas’ rendering of Francesco Podesti’s
“The Apparition of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque” are available:
30x36 for $150, 16x20 for $100, and 11x14 for $50. A box of ten note
cards costs $15. For information, or to order, contact Ms. Thomas at 717329-7560 or artconceptsbyvirginiathomas@yahoo.com. You can also order online at stmmparish.org by clicking on “Capital Campaign” and then
“STMM Sacred Heart.”

grant to all those who shall receive Communion on the First Friday of nine consecutive
months the grace of final repentance; they
shall not die under my displeasure, nor without receiving their Sacraments; My Heart
shall be their assured refuge at that last hour.
On October 16, 2010, the Feast Day of St.
Margaret Mary, Ms. Thomas presented to her
parish a pastel rendition of Francesco Podesti’s “The Apparition of Jesus to St. Margaret
Mary Alocoque.” Painted in 1864, Podesti’s
work is part of the Vatican Museums Collection of Art.
“It was such a powerful image to paint,”
Ms. Thomas told The Catholic Witness. “The
crown of thorns around Jesus’ heart, and the
wounds on his hands and feet, and on his side
– it’s difficult to paint that without feeling
something powerful.”
In an effort to further promote devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to serve
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Ms. Thomas has
made available prints and note cards featuring her pastel painting. All proceeds from the
sales go directly to the parish as part of this
perpetual fund-raiser.
Ms. Thomas has also worked with St. Margaret Mary Parish’s pastor, Father Daniel
Powell, to produce pamphlets regarding family consecration to the Sacred Heart and to
encourage Enthronement Ceremonies. The
solemn ceremonies can be performed in the
home with an image of the Sacred Heart, and
include a number of readings and responses.
All of Ms. Thomas’ prints will be blessed
so that they will be ready to be enthroned in
homes.
“In this day and age, there is a lot that people have to contend with, and I feel that it’s
important to do something to counter that,”
Ms. Thomas said. “I feel so strongly about
this image because of the need to propagate
the Twelve Promises and the Enthronement
Ceremony. I think that once people hear
about it, there will be more interest than they
might imagine.”
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Local Church News
Job Opening:

Desktop Support Technician

The Diocese of Harrisburg IT department is accepting applications for a Desktop Support Technician. This position will
be the primary user contact for computer desktop support and
Help Desk issues. Candidate will be expected to perform a
variety of computer/network problem analysis and monitoring
tasks for the Office of Information Technology; act upon issues
or consult with appropriate technical staff; log, coordinate and
track requests; escalate issues when necessary; install and test
PCs; fix performance issues; diagnose hardware-related problems; troubleshoot, maintain or repair peripherals; and work
with storage devices and software programs that are attached
or installed on diocesan desktops or laptops.
Ideal candidate will have associates degree in Computer Information Systems; minimum of two years computer support
experience preferred; proficient technical skills in supporting
Windows desktop/server operating systems and MS Office applications. The candidate should have highly-developed problem solving skills, demonstrate excellent verbal communication and interpersonal skills, and the ability to function in a
team environment.
Please send a cover letter and resume to:
employment@hbgdiocese.org.
Mailing address:
Human Resources Director
Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg PA 17111

Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat
August 3-5
Mariawald Renewal Center, Reading PA
Space is limited – Please register early
Totally Confidential
Contact Joy: 717-788-4959 or email
RVpamd@gmail.com or visit
www.rachelsvineyard.org
If you are suffering from the pain and hurt of an abortion
experience, we invite you to attend this healing weekend. If
you are the mother, father, grandparent, sibling or medical
personnel involved with this experience, this weekend is for
you. There is no judgment, only love, mercy, compassion
and forgiveness, as we journey together to place that begins
with the darkness of choice and ends in the healing arms of
our Lord Jesus. All inquiries are totally confidential.

June 8 – Diocesan Center Summer
Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, noon.
June 9 – Sisters Jubilee Mass and
Luncheon, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 10:15 a.m.
June 10-21 – 50th International
Eucharistic Congress, Dublin, Ireland.
June 22 – Mass for St. Thomas
More Society, St. Patrick Church,
Carlisle, 8:30 a.m.
June 23 – Closing Mass for
Bicentennial Celebration of St. John
Neumann, Cathedral Basilica of Ss.
Peter and Paul, Philadelphia, 2 p.m.
June 24-25 – Quo Vadis Days, Mount
Saint Mary Seminary,
Emmitsburg, Md.

Priest Assignments
Effective June 18, 2012, the Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden
has made the following appointments:
• Reverend Monsignor William J. King from Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia to
full-time Pastor, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg
• Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan from Pastor, Immaculate Conception BVM Parish,
York, to Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia of the Diocese of Harrisburg and Pastor,
Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton
• Reverend Monsignor James M. Lyons from Pastor, Prince of Peace Parish, Steelton, to
Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Hanover
• Reverend Jonathan P. Sawicki from Parochial Vicar, Saint Francis Xavier Parish,
Gettysburg, to Pastor, Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, York, and Chaplain, York
Catholic High School, York
• Reverend Louis P. Ogden from Pastor, Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, Middletown, to
Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg
• Reverend Edward J. Keating from Pastor, Saint Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove, to Pastor,
Seven Sorrows BVM Parish, Middletown
• Reverend Daniel F. X. Powell from Pastor, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque Parish,
Harrisburg, to Pastor, Saint Pius X Parish, Selinsgrove
• Reverend Charles L. Persing from Pastor, Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, New
Oxford, to Pastor, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque Parish, Harrisburg
• Reverend Steven W. Fauser from Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Danville, to Pastor,
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish, New Oxford
• Reverend Tri M. Luong from Parochial Vicar, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
Mechanicsburg, to Pastor, Saint Joseph Parish, Danville
• Reverend John D. Schmalhofer from Pastor, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, New Holland,
to Pastor, Saint Vincent DePaul Parish, Hanover
• Reverend Pang S. Tcheou from Campus Minister, Millersville University, to Pastor, Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish, New Holland
• Reverend Robert A. Yohe from Pastor, Holy Family Parish, Harrisburg, to Pastor, Saint
Catherine of Siena Parish, Quarryville
• Very Reverend Philip G. Burger, Pastor, Holy Family Parish, Harrisburg – Father Burger
continues as Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated Life
• Reverend Paul Fisher from Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish,
Harrisburg, to Pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg and
Ecumenical Officer for the Diocese of Harrisburg
• Very Reverend Edward J. Quinlan from Administrator to Pastor, Holy Name of Jesus
Parish, Harrisburg. Father Quinlan continues as Diocesan Secretary for Education
• Reverend Paul M. Clark from Administrator to Pastor, Saint Matthew the Apostle and
Evangelist Parish, Dauphin. Father Clark continues his work in the Diocesan Tribunal.
• Reverend Ignacio Palomino from Parochial Vicar, Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg,
to Parochial Vicar, Saint Francis Xavier Parish, Gettysburg
• Reverend Keith M. Carroll from Parochial Vicar, Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg,
to Parochial Vicar, Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg
• Reverend Michael Letteer from Replacement Ministry to Parochial Vicar, Saint John
Neumann Parish, Lancaster
• Reverend Paul Theisz from Parochial Vicar, Saint John Neumann Parish, Lancaster, to
Parochial Vicar, Corpus Christi Parish, Chambersburg
• Reverend Mark M. Speitel from Parochial Vicar, Holy Name of Jesus Parish,
Harrisburg, to Campus Minister, Millersville University, Millersville
• Reverend Walter F. Guzman to Chaplain, Lebanon Catholic School, Lebanon – Father
Guzman continues as Pastor, Saint Benedict the Abbot Parish, Lebanon
• Reverend James E. Lease to Chaplain, Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown –
Father Lease continues as Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish, Hanover
• Reverend Brian J. Wayne to Chaplain, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg –
Father Wayne continues as Parochial Vicar, Saint Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey
• Reverend John D. Hoke to pastor, St. Joseph Parish, Milton

Diocese Thanked for
Contributions to Recent Collections
Patrick Markey, Executive Director of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Office of National Collections, recently sent
thank-you letters to the Diocese of Harrisburg for
the monies that diocesan faithful contributed to
three collections this year.
A total of $36,740.11 was given to the 2012
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern
Europe. This collection not only provides support
for basic pastoral programs, scholarships for students working to support their local churches, and
other important initiatives, but also helps fund
Catholic organizations that ease the burdens facing those who live in the region.

A total of $40,533.45 was given by the people
of the diocese for the 2012 Solidarity Fund for the
Church in Africa, which supports essential parish projects across the continent to help education
and provide a solid faith foundation.
The people of the diocese also contributed
$36,740.11 to the 2012 Collection for the Church
in Latin America, which funds evangelization and
catechesis projects, lay leadership programs, and
religious and seminarian formation.
Information on these and other collections promoted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops can be found at www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/.
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25th Annual Diocesan-Wide
Pilgrimage to the
National Shrine Grotto
of Our Lady of Lourdes
August 2 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Emmitsburg, Maryland
Bishop William J. Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop of
Pittsburgh, Principal Celebrant and Homilist
The day of prayer will include the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Rosary and
Mass at the Grotto (weather permitting), a Marian Conference, Act of Consecration to Mary, and a Holy Hour.
Pilgrims must bring a boxed lunch and water. For general information about
the day, contact Deacon Michael Grella at 717-939-6431 (home) 717-3798083 (cell), or dmgrella@hbgdiocese.org.

June 10: Religious liberty was the topic at a forum held recently at St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Harrisburg. On this week’s edition of Catholic Perspective, we hear
part two of that forum. Father Paul Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Respect Life
Office, speaks about the federal government’s violation of our right to religious freedom. He offers the example of a case argued successfully by a local attorney before
the U.S. Supreme Court on a similar topic several years ago that involved the Amish
and how their religious freedom was protected. An article about this form can also be
found on page 5 in this edition of The Witness.
Our vocation story segment spotlights a priest at Mount Saint Mary’s University in
Maryland. He helps guide area seminarians who receive training in area parishes and
ministries in the Diocese of Harrisburg and other areas as well.
Listeners will also hear an update on the dedication of the new St. Samuel Center
for Catholic Charities, which is featured in this edition of The Witness. That center
houses three residential programs including the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, the Evergreen House program and Lourdeshouse Maternity Home. An update on
the construction and fundraising efforts regarding the new Bishop McDevitt H.S. will
also be offered.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays at noon
and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLANAM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM
1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670,
Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3,
Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com
at 6:30 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Help Us Find A New Transmitter Site! – WHFY AM 720 is in search of a few
acres of land to construct a new transmitter and tower. Holy Family Radio, Inc. requires at least three (3) acres of flat land, possibly wet/marshy, with easy access to
electric and telephone lines. A new site could increase our current coverage area by
up to 30%! We would prefer to lease property. Is there a land owner out there who
would like to support our Catholic mission and gift us a lease? Do you know of some
land or someone who owns land? The property must be no more than five straight
line miles west or northwest of Mechanicsburg or two miles due east or south of
Mechanicsburg. Please go to the technical page on this website for more information,
www.YourHolyFamilyRadio.com. If you can help, please call 717-525-8110.

The Catholic Witness
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG
Most Rev. Joseph P. McFadden
Publisher
Telephone
717-657-4804 ext. 201
FAX
717-657-7673
Email: witness@hbgdiocese.org
Website: www.hbgdiocese.org
Yearly Subscriptions:
$8.17 per family, derived from
diocesan revenues from the parishes.
Other subscriptions: $24.00
Moving? Send us the address label
from The Catholic Witness plus your
NEW address including zip code +4.
Please allow three weeks for the
change.

Jennifer Reed
Managing Editor
Staff
Chris Heisey Emily M. Albert
Susan Huntsberger
The Catholic Witness (ISSN 0008-8447, USPS 557 120) is published biweekly
except Christmas/New Year and July by the Harrisburg Catholic Publishing
Association, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 3710. Periodicals
postage paid at Harrisburg, PA.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Catholic Witness, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710.

Powerlessness, or
the Hidden Power
in Our Suffering?
By Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
Special to The Witness
In a 1999 study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, patients with serious illness were asked to identify what was most
important to them during the dying process. Many indicated they wanted
to achieve a “sense of control.” This is understandable. Most of us fear our
powerlessness in the face of
illness and death. We would
like to retain an element of
control, even though we realize that dying often involves
the very opposite: a total loss
of control, over our muscles,
our emotions, our minds, our
bowels and our very lives, as
our human framework succumbs to powerful disintegrative forces.
Even when those disintegrative forces become extreme and our suffering
may seem overwhelming, however, a singularly important spiritual journey
always remains open for us. This path is a “road less traveled,” a path that,
unexpectedly, enables us to achieve genuine control in the face of death. The
hallmark of this path is the personal decision to accept our sufferings, actively
laying down our life on behalf of others by embracing the particular kind of
death God has ordained for us, patterning our choice on the choice consciously made by Jesus Christ.
When asked about the “why” of human suffering, Pope John Paul II once
stated, with piercing simplicity, that the answer has “been given by God to
man in the cross of Jesus Christ.” He stressed that Jesus went toward his own
suffering, “aware of its saving power.” The Pope also observed that in some
way, each of us is called to “share in that suffering through which the Redemption was accomplished.” He concluded that through his only-begotten
Son, God “has confirmed His desire to act especially through suffering, which
is man’s weakness and emptying of self, and He wishes to make His power
known precisely in this weakness and emptying of self.” The Holy Father
echoes St. Paul’s famous passage: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”
The greatest possibility we have for achieving control, then, is to align ourselves in our suffering and weakness with God and his redemptive designs.
This oblation of radically embracing our particular path to death, actively
offered on behalf of others and in union with Christ, manifests our concern
for the spiritual welfare of others, especially our friends and those closest to
us. We are inwardly marked by a profound need to sacrifice and give of ourselves, a need that manifests our inner capacity to love and be loved.
As no one had ever done before, Jesus charted the path of love-driven sacrifice, choosing to lay down his life for his friends. He was no mere victim in
the sense of being a passive and unwilling participant in his own suffering and
death. He was in control. He emphasized, with otherworldly authority, that,
“nobody takes my life from me: I lay it down, and I take it up again.”
Yet we see that his life was, in fact, taken from him by those various individuals and groups who plotted his death and sought his execution. His life
was taken from him by evil men, even though, paradoxically, nobody took
his life from him, because nobody had power over his being, unless granted
from above.
We experience a similar paradox in our own deaths: while it may seem
that our life is being taken from us through the evil of a particular ailment or
the ravages of a particular disease, we can reply that nothing takes away our
life, because nothing has power over our being, except what is ordained from
above. In his providence and omniscience, years before the fact, God already
knows and foresees that unique confluence of events that will constitute our
death, whether it be by stroke or cardiac arrest, liver failure or Alzheimers, or
any other means. By spiritually embracing in God that specific path to death,
our freedom is elevated to new heights; indeed, we “achieve control” in the
most important way possible, through willed surrender and radical gift in our
innermost depths.
Jesus foresaw that his greatest work lay ahead as he ascended Calvary to
embrace his own powerlessness and self-emptying. Although we may feel
condemned to our powerlessness as we receive help from others in our sickness, and although we may feel supremely useless as we are “nailed” to our
hospital bed, our active, inward embrace of the cross unleashes important
graces for ourselves and others, and reveals a refulgent light beyond the obscurity of every suffering. Jesus’ radical embracing of his Passion - and our
radical embracing of our own - marks the supreme moment of a person who
achieves control over his or her destiny through immersion into the hopefilled and redemptive designs of God.
(Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from
Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese
of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.)

Father Tadeusz
Pacholczyk
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St. Margaret Mary
Parish Keeps
Religious Liberty
at Forefront with
Special Forum

Approaches to Religious Liberty
Have Developed Over Time
By Liz O’Connor
Special to The Witness

(The Media Relations office of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has produced
four articles on religious liberty issues in America. The Catholic Witness plans to publish this
series of articles over the course of the next few editions. The article presented here is the first in
the series.)
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise
thereof” are the first words of the Bill of Rights, ratified in 1791.
By Rob Pugliese
Before
then, established churches – the Church of England in most colonies – were the rule
Special to The Witness
throughout colonial America. While other beliefs and practices were tolerated in some of the coloNearly 200 people gathered at St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
nies by the time of the founding of the United States, the established churches were supported by
Church in Harrisburg on May 22 for a special Forum on Religious
taxes, and public officials usually had to swear adherence to the established church.
Liberty and Health Care Reform. The program featured Father DaBut the First Great Awakening, a religious revival that swept Britain and the American colonies
vid Danneker, Ph.D., Pastor of St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown;
in
the 1730s and 1740s, had greatly increased the numbers of dissenters, especially Baptists and
Father Paul Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Respect Life Office;
Presbyterians, and it was they who pushed for religious freedom to be enshrined in the ConstituMichael Ciccocioppo, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Protion and for disestablishment state by state.
Life Federation; and Amy Hill, Director of Communications of the
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference.
“Catholics were a tiny percentage of the population” in the 18th century, explained ProfesThe panelists spoke in great depth
sor Michael McConnell, director of the Constitutional Law Center at
about issues related to the U.S.
Stanford University. Even Maryland, which had been founded as a
Department of Health and Human
refuge for Catholics, had about only five percent Catholic residents,
Services’ mandate that would force
and Catholics there faced legal restrictions until disestablishment.
Catholic organizations to pay for
sterilizations, contraceptives and
Religious liberty was desirable in the minds of the founders of the
abortion-inducing drugs as part of
republic from the beginning, according to Douglas Laycock, law protheir health care coverage, beginfessor at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. He said that poning as soon as August.
litical conflicts over religion were a part of living memory for many
All four speakers emphasized religious liberty as the crucial issue at
of them, and wars fought over beliefs were chronologically closer
hand, debunking the widespread erthan the Civil War is to contemporary Americans. They wanted to be
roneous characterizations by many
Bishop to Lead Litany for Liberty
sure, he said, “that none of that should ever be repeated here.”
in the media that the HHS mandate
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden will lead a special daily
He agreed with McConnell that Baptists and Presbyterians were
is only about birth control.
Litany for Liberty during the Fortnight for Religious
Father Danneker, a medical ethi“the political muscle” behind the First Amendment: “Catholics mostcist and moral theologian, opened
Liberty, June 21-July 4, 2012. The prayer sessions will
ly weren’t here yet.”
the discussion with two simple and include a special daily reflection on the importance reThe first major conflict over the First Amendment came, McConpointed questions: “Why are we at ligious liberty. They will be available via the diocesan
nell said, with the influx of Irish and German Catholic immigrants
the place we are at? And why is this
Web site at www.HbgDiocese.org.
battle so important?”
beginning in the 1830s. It was then that there were riots, McConnell
He touched upon decades of culsaid, over public schools’ use of the King James Version of the Bible.
tural decline and the devaluing of
“Catholic kids were being beaten or expelled” from schools for reour Catholic principles, and spoke of the absolute necessity for the
Church and its followers to stand up in the face of this assault on
fusing to read from the King James Version, said Laycock.
religious liberty. While calling upon Catholics to remain optimistic
A later conflict in the 1870s centered on government funding of schools Catholics were estaband hopeful, he said, “I am convinced if we lose this battle, the war
lishing
as alternatives to the public schools that were dominated by Protestant teaching and that
is going to get really ugly.”
used the King James Version. While the Blaine Amendment that would have forbidden any state or
Mr. Ciccocioppo cited the recent appearance by HHS Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius at Georgetown University and her efforts to defederal aid to specifically religious schools was narrowly defeated in Congress in 1875, its effect
ceive the public about what the HHS mandate truly means.
was felt, McConnell said, as 37 states passed “little Blaine” amendments to their state constitutions
“The First Amendment of the United States Constitution guarwith the same purpose. Catholics went ahead and established their school system, and eventually
antees us the freedom to practice religion,” Mr. Ciccocioppo said.
argued successfully that limited government aid would be provided students in parochial schools
“Never before in our history has anyone disrespected that right as
this administration has. This mandate must be revoked as soon as
to fund transportation and textbooks for secular subjects.
possible.”
Other groups such as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Jehovah’s Witnesses
Should the mandate and the health care law stand, Mr. Ciccoand other small or unpopular “sects” or “cults” faced more or less blatant persecution in the 19th
cioppo said the door would be open for further federal mandates on
and 20th centuries.
additional funding for abortion coverage and euthanasia.
Laycock listed three clusters of issues regarding religious freedom in the United States. “All are
Mrs. Hill discussed the enormous stakes facing Catholics and explained how the true consequence of the federal mandate is to tell
very much alive right now,” he said, and Supreme Court decisions have varied widely concerning
the Church and its people that we cannot adhere to our beliefs withthem. The result is “very, very mixed body of law.”
out violating the law or paying a fine.
The first cluster centers on religious practice and covers a variety of issues, some of which, he said,
“This is a Constitutional conflict of the highest degree,” Mrs. Hill
legislators and prosecutors “have more sense than to meddle with.” These would include such matters
said. “The government cannot force us to choose between violating
civil law or our conscience.”
as the Catholic Church having a male celibate clergy and allowing children to receive Communion
The crux of the problem is the government’s definition of “relifrom the chalice. Other issues include use of hallucinogens in worship by some Native American
gious employer.” It is so narrow that almost no one qualifies – not
religious groups and workers right not to work on their Sabbaths. All these, he said, involve Free
even Catholic hospitals, schools and charities.
Mrs. Hill encouraged Catholics to continue to pray about this isExercise clause issues.
sue, to fast, to continue to learn the facts and to act by participating
The second cluster involves government funding, such as the provision of funds for social and huin events this summer to stand up for religious freedom, by writing
man
services or school vouchers. Generally such aid has been found constitutional, but is very politito their legislators and the White House.
cally controversial and laws providing it are hard to enact, Laycock said.
Father Schenck, the final speaker, rebuked the government’s efforts to define religious ministry and restrict who the Church can
Finally he said there is a cluster of issues around religious speech, both private and governmentserve. He articulated how the HHS mandate prevents us from fulsponsored. This would include school prayer, Christmas displays, and displays of the Ten Commandfilling our duties as Catholics to “love God in worship and love our
ments and various monuments on public grounds. “A lot of the conservative justices” on the Supreme
neighbors whomever they may be.”
Court tend not to think that all these things violate the Establishment Clause as long as there’s no
“I believe we must firmly resist and ensure that our religious freecoercion involved; others see all of them as proselytizing, he said.
dom be restored and affirmed,” Father Schenck said.
He closed by explaining how the Catholic Church has consistentMcConnell said fewer arguments now break along Catholic, Protestant, Jewish or Muslim lines.
ly supported religious freedom and
Rather, he said, the most conservative members of all those groups
that our tradition of laws has always
tend to come out on one side of an issue – so that some evangelical
protected citizens so that they would
Protestant voters are supporting conservative Catholic candidates. In
not be forced to act against their reliThe
June
19
deadline
for
sending
a
message
to
other instances, more moderate or slightly liberal members of religious
gious beliefs.
the Department of Health and Human Services
“If the HHS rejection of religious
groups are willing to work together. At the outlying extreme, he said,
(HHS) is fast approaching. Visit www.pacathofreedom stands, it will spread like poiare liberal members of religious groups and religiously indifferent or
lic.org or www.hbgdiocese.org/conscienceproson through the body politic,” Father
anti-religious secularists who strongly oppose any cooperation beSchenck said.
tection to send messages to the Department of
tween government and religious groups as well as any kind of religious
(Rob Pugliese is a member of St.
Health and Human Services (HHS) and Conobservance or display connected with civil events.
Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg
gress, urging them to stand up for religious lib(Liz O’Connor is a freelance writer in the Philadelphia area and forand a member of the parish’s Respect
erty and conscience rights.
Life Committee.)
mer editor of The Long Island Catholic and of CHURCH magazine.)

Fortnight for Freedom

Take Action
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Congratulations to the Class of 2012
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Graduation May 24
Joey Alexander, Rachel Arendacs, Travis Arnold, Joelle
Augustine, Caleb Avery, Dominic Biacchi, Katherine

Bluis, Erin Brennan, Kristopher Bretz, Jordan Brooks,
Madeline Brown, Abigail Buglio, Tyicia Bullock,
Adrian Caldwell, Kelly Calhoun, Rachel Carnicelli,
Khalid Carter, Katherine Caruso, Dychaé Ceasar,
Lindsay Chimel, Angelina Ciccocioppi, Anastasia
Cole, Dakota Cook, Tyler Conde, Tucker Corl, Kristen
Cortelazzi, Eric Cross, Brianna Davis, Brock Dean,
Colleen Deignan, Amanda Delaney, Micah Delp,
Andrew Desmond, Aaron DeVan, Rachel Deyle,
Richard Druby, Madeline Eichman, Dahyanara
Escudero, Nahyomi Escudero, James Farrell, Michael
Farrell, Bridget Fennessy, Christine Fesen, Christina
Fiaschetti, Nicholas Fonner, Danielle Ford, Hannah
Forsyth, Christina Fulponi, Carmen Garcia, Dariana
Garcia- Muñoz, Sara Garland, Kristin Garrard,
Paishe Gaston, Daniel Gebhard, Rachel Gerber,
Amy Gifford, Kyle Green, Neil Grover, Mathew Hare,
Lisa Hartwell, Libby Hemler, Peter Ho, Allen Holman,
Victoria Hopkins, Ieisha Jackson, Ja’Quan Johnson,
Jacklyn Jones, Ja’Quan Jones, Jonathan Jones,
Grant Kempski, Caitlin Kennedy, Peter Kenny, Daniele
Kockler, Kathryn Kohl, Danielle Koury, Camryn Krovic,
Pedro Lagunas, Addison Lauver, DeAndre Lawson,
Elijah Leppo, Lucas Liberacki, Dominic Licata, Joshua
Lincoln, Lucie Loftus, Sean Longson, Sophie Lutz,
Kelsie Maloney, Jessica Mannix, John Marsh, Nicole
Massaro, Zachary McClintock, Robert McElwee, Dana
McGlone, Steven McGovern, George Mendy, Madeline
Miller, Christine Molitoris, Alyshia Moser, Nicholas
Moser, Patrick Narus, Diana Nguyen, Michael Nguyen,
Michelle Ofak, John Olives, Jayme Olson, Brian
Pease, Michael Pfautz, Tina Pham, Gregory Phillips,

Valedictorian:
Erin Tully

Salutatorian:
Libby Hemler

Brooke Plevinsky, Daniel Polacheck, Alexandra Ponti,
Cailin Potami, Khairi Potter, Emily Purcell, Cheyenne
Rash, Alicia Rivera, Megan Robinson, Alexa Roma,
Kyree Ross, Jesus Ruiz, Jordan Sallinger, Raymond
Sanzi, Pio Saplala, Mercedes Scherrer, Thomas
Scully, Shawn Seif, Anthony Shingara, Courtney
Sigler, Joshua Skoczynski, Kayla Slade-Bowers,
Mikaela Sloan, Catherine Smith, Jayraun Smith, Kevin
Smith, Stephen Solomon, Hailey Spangler, Noah
Spence, Tariq Spence, Christopher Spohn, Tierra
Stallings, Mackenzie Stevens, Kelsey Stoner, Amanda
Stottlemyer, Kevin Szeles, Syed Tahir, Anthony Taylor,
John Thompson, Erin Tully, Steven Varner, Audrey
Vazquez, Roberto Vazquez, Timothy Verbos, Luz Villa,
Adriana Vukmanic, Shaun Weber, Jara Welker, Sarah
White, Miles Williams, Steven Williams, Aaron Willis,
David Yanich

Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown
Graduation June 1
Brady M. Arentz, Alexis A. Arthur, Faith Kara Athey,
Cooper Brennan Ayres, Radhika C. Bajaj, Susannah M.
Bales, Shelby N. Beeghly, Erin Elizabeth Lynn Bennett,
Jacob Charles Bollinger, Cody Alan Brady, Jesse E.
Braughler, Seth M. Bullers, Kevin Joseph James Carter,
Luke B. Clabaugh, Brett T. Collins, John Maitland
Comly, Adam J. Contino, Gregory A. Crushong, Dalton
Allen Deardorff, Zoe Elizabeth Dell, Elizabeth Lauren
DeMaio, Meagan M. Dettinburn, Hannah Irene Dickmyer,
Aaron M. Dressel, Ryan A. Dubas, Cody G. Dye, Milton
Joseph Eser III, Mark A. Fagnani, Jacob J. Failla, Kyler
M. Felice, Dalton Jo Feltch, Jacob D. Feltch, Thomas E.
Fisher, Madeline L. Ford, Michael G. Franz Jr., Emilee
Taylor Fuhrman, Amanda Darlene Gebhart, Brittany
M. George, Brett S. Geraghty, Brandon Ramos Ginter,
Caelan R. Gregory, Christine Olivia Guaragno, Marissa
Leigh Hemler, Hali Marie Hertz, Michael William Hertz,
Rachel Lynn Heuisler, Stormie R. M. Hibshman, Sarah
Abigail Holt, Brian Christopher Hutchison, Carly Laine
Hviding, Zachary Trenton Kale, Anna Grace Kaufmann,
Olivia Joan Kelly, Mary Alice Kendrick, Zachary Robert
Kenworthy, Merideth E. Ketterer, Caroline Marie Kilkelly,
Tyler D. Kime, Jonathan Thomas Klinedinst, William E.
Kreiner, Vincent A. Leone, Alexander David Little, Shawn
Christopher Little, Daniel Bryan Lopes, David Leister
Mace, Joseph Louis Martz, Michael Eugene McCleaf
Jr., John Austen McCulloch, Brieanna Noel McElwee,
Colby Michael McMaster, Courtney Lynn McMaster,
Erin Elizabeth Messersmith, Anthony Lee Miller, Wesley
Evan Miller, William Hall Monahan , Sierra Grace Moore,
Samantha Jane Neiderer, Paul Vincent Nield, Jamie Sara

Alexander Philip Cook, Brian Matthew Cullen, Stephen
Michael Schober, Nathan Farrell Stewart, Alison Lee Carson,
Colby Mitchell Pfister, Logan Andrew Bleistine, Kyle Dimetri
Lang, Justin Michael Gorlaski, Alexander Michael Snyder,
Brandon Cornelius Cunningham, Darnell Michael Harris, Jr.,
Stuart James Weaver, John Hawthorne Couch, Aaron Richard
Bowers, Jarrett Michael Wall, Anne Margaret Dunn, Adrid Vega,
Grace Patricia Rashi Brady, Lazara Yaumara Fonseca, Sara
Maria Renada Gemind, Emily Catherine Saporetti, Courtney
Rae Scheingraber, Ashley Nicole Reed, Samantha Elizabeth
Brenner, Cleopatra Chiratidzo Robyn Saira, Geraldo Flores, Jr.,
James Duynha Le, Michael Harry Flick, Jr., Nicholas Thomas
Kambouroglos, Michael Wayne Martenas, Anthony Thomas
Kifolo, Alexander Che Che Colon, Dustin Drew Geiss, Sansan
Sun, Johnston Stamford Kelso, Gi Yeon Lee, Juliana Satriale,
Tess Elizabeth Monacci, Ashley Marie Begley, Rachel Elizabeth
Carey, Olivia Marie Desantis, Amanda Marie Lebreton, Caitlyn
Elizabeth Schoeplein, Daniela Rocha-Adames, Nina Linda
Anater, Derik Philip Chmiel, Raul Alberto Gonzalez, Anthony
James Fellenbaum, William Fredrick Rothfus, Alvin Wamuria
Ogolla, Christopher Dean Henkel, Peter John Favilla, Luke
William Hadley, John Mark Nikolaus, Jr., Devin Pratt Lee Pickel,
Sierra Leigh Morra, Emily Christine Hartman, Yaliza Margarita
Morales, Melissa Bethany Davis, Miryanka Sakic, Claire Ellen
Weaver, Heidi Anne Fiorill, Rose Mary Robuccio, Olivia Marie
Pollock, Sarah Mary English, Patrick Aaron Boomsma Sands,
Top Tanratanavong, Nikola Aleksandre Travis, Bryan Onel
Rivera, Jose Manuel Rodriguez, Grady William Benson, Sean
Christopher Gibbons, Andrew Joseph Geraghty, Charles Patrick
Sweigert, Robert David Rowe, Angilee Simone Ramos, Siyu
Chen, Abigail Elizabeth Pressimone, Cicely Ann Schuring,
Medoza Sadradeen Ameen, Selina Marie List, Jasmin Marie
Garcia, Hayley Elizabeth Coccio, Raven Chantel Eckman,
Ashley Nicole Reynolds, Myles Elliott Williams, Ian Alexander
Bentley, Jose Alberto Jimenez, Ryan Marquart, Thomas Connor
Mogey, Tyler Ray Miller, Su Yu, Alex Patrick Umble, Christopher
Tyler Meyerhoffer, Connor Thomas Cranston, Lauren Gabriela
Horn, Gabriella Thalia Spinello, Erin Kay Shultz, Leah Christine
Ressel, Theresa Marie Rineer, Noble Sayre Stultz, Kelly
Dianna Bonifacio, Samantha Ann Green, Colleen Teresa
Schnitzenbaumer, Marta Liese Kessler, Quante Robert Wright,
Don Bosco Nhan Tan Than, Chance James Groff, Brandon
Joseph Hollister, Matthew Schreder, Terry Field Gagnon,
Yungu Kim, James Joseph Dougherty, Iv, Jeremy Michael Hull,
Alexandra Marie Coulton, Victoria Jamie Luciano, Rebecca
Paula Cvek, Aislinn Frey, Kaitlyn Brianna Fischer, Abigail Weeks

Valedictorian:
Alexander
Philip Cook

Salutatorian:
Brian
Matthew Cullen

Patterson, Keyanna Reene Wingenroth, Veronica Isabella
Muehl, Morgan Elizabeth Heinbach, Lisa Ann Foose, Bradley
Michael Berlot, Maxwell Mcintyre, Tyler James Givens, Joshua
Donald Jensen, Brian Dennis Henry, Reid Stephen Scott,
Auburn Richard Wherley, Jose Luis Colon Collazo, Caleb James
Haddon, Jason Thomas Anspach, Kathryn Elizabeth Lesoken,
Erika Nicole Diffendall, Emma Frances Laube, Erin Elizabeth
Laural Nevin, Amberly Caitlin Carter, Rebecca Lynn Swisher,
Yueqi Zhou, Elizabeth Michelle Holmes, Jing Wang, Seojung
Kang, Patrick Kleine Clark, Daniel Jordan Day, Peter Michael
Steffy, Brandon Charles Balmer, Jr, Peter Thomas Heise,
Anthony Michael Colatta Juliano, Jacob Gregory Rider, Adam
Dyson Law, Michael Anthony Splain, Rodrigo Adolfo Castro,
Logan Alexis Ross, Nora Evelyn Stultz, Anita Martha Carreon,
Kayla Marie Kubala, Erin Christine Lowry, Andie Michelle
Petrillo, Natalie Regina Hemlick, Hollace Leigh Kutay, Lauren
Marie Purisky, Yarielis Reyes, James William Dreer, Tyler James
Kaiser, Gregory Dean Kramp, Andrew Joseph Long, Steven
Andrew Dzurik, Dominic Antonio Ruiz, Joseph Coleman Portz,
Satchel Avery Ziffer, Christopher Edmund Mattison, Robert
Matthew Depietro, Savannah Grace Navin, Emma Lorraine Rife,
Allison Elizabeth Giampietro, Amy Lorraine Balasavage, Alyssa
Nicole Aichele, Leah Marie Houser, Emily Kathleen Kline, Salina
Rose Bowe, Madeline Michele Grasberger, Morgan Alexis
Carper, John Stafford Skehan, Adam Joseph Depietro, Kasey
Nicole Honer, Ambrosia Burgess Ortega, William Kabel

Lebanon
Catholic School
Graduation May 25
Valedictorian:
Lynneah
Marie Smith

Salutatorian:
Malorie
Rose Plank

Noel, Joshua Alexander Noel, Kathleen Elizabeth Nuzzo,
Natalie Ruth Ormond, Kollin Theodore Ott, Courtney
Michelle Palla, Julie Brianne Perry, Maria Nicole
Photiades, Jordan T. Pieper, Malorie Rose Plank, David
A. Quinn, Olivia Margaret Rang, Grace T. Reed, Sarah
Elizabeth Scozzaro, Olivia Ann Shanabrook, Abigail
Elizabeth Shriver, Kevin J. Shultis, Marisa Rae Small,
Tanner Michael Small, Cory A. Smith, Gregory Michael
Smith, Justin Andrew Smith, Lynneah Marie Smith,
Megan Marie Smith, Tyler Michael Smith, Nicole Alexis
Snyder, Mary Emily Sokolowski, Abby Lynne Staub,
Samantha Anderson Stefani, Hollis M. Steinfeldt, Aaron
Anthony Topper, Austin M. Topper, Kacie Marie Traurig,
Hannah Nichole Trone, Andrew Michael Vojtecky, Shelby
Anne Waite, Courtney Lynn Weaver, Kersty Susan
Weaver, David N. Welsh, Abigail Nadine Wilson, Hyejoo
Won, Annie Yang, Christopher James Yealy

York Catholic High School
Graduation May 25
Patrick Albright, Lindsey Alex, Kelci Alphin, Dana
Amalfitano, Stephanie Bilyeu, Katherine Bittner, Liam
Brennan, Matthew Bucher, Mark Burnside, Brendan
Byrne, Christopher Campo, Justin Clarke, Austin
Copenheaver, Madison Corbin, Melanie Crisamore,
Samantha Czaus, Matthew Daryman, Samuel Davis,
Christopher Deats, Emily DeCampo, Anthony Deller,
Adam DePorter, Maureen Devlin, Dakota Durcho,
Elaine Elliott, Christian Erb, Christian Farah, Liam
Farrell, Rachel Forjan, Olivia Fullerton, Alexander
Giannaris, Elizabeth Gounley, Adisa Hargett-Robinson,
Steven Heusser, Daniel Hirt, Mikayla Iati, Kenyetta
Illarza, Lindsay Ingram, Mina Jang, Brandon Jones,
Mark Kelly, DaSeul Kim, Tara Kowal, Spencer Kubala,
Stephen Leonardi, Peter Lijoi, Cody Maddox, Carly
Marks, Nicholas Martin, Austin Maser, Ashley Masters,
Karli McFatridge, Joshua Merani, Kevin Mezger,
Sanesha Mitchell, Patrick Montgomery, Kaitlyn
Morrow, Nikolas Mucci, Jay Murphy, Benjamin Myers,
Elizabeth Nagle, Mackenzie Nelson, Anthony Nguyen,
Ryan Owen, Katherine Piff, Ashlyn Price, Matthew
Pyne, Mary Rackson, Leary Reichart-Warfel, Kevin
Rieth, Kevin Riley, Victoria Rizzuto, Julia Ruiz, Sara

Lancaster Catholic High School
Graduation May 24

Valedictorian:
Mackenzie
Nelson

Salutatorian:
Nicholas
Martin

Samora, Brendan Sanders, Wayne Sauter, Maura
Schmidt, Joseph Schraf, Christine Sciortino, Alex
Shearer, Lauren Shoff, Jennifer Showers, Corinne
Simon, Michael Sperring, Conor Sterling, Michelle
Stiles, Joseph Stover, Colby Stubbs, Caitlin Sullivan,
Christoper Sullivan, Caroline Taylor, James Vadas,
Haylee Warner, Douglas Weichert, Ryan Weintzweig,
Sophie White, Austin Wilking, Maggie Williams

Bryan Scott Bates, Samuel Blauch, Christina G.
Carpenter, Peter Chey, Nicholas Ian Culbert, Stefanie
F. Fortna, Courtney Garmen, Jessica N. Glover, Andrew
Hainly, Erika Rae Jackson, Ian R. Long, Justin Morrison,
Zachary Nash, Kate Pastal, Abigail R. Schrum, Matthew
Shirato

Valedictorian:
Bryan Bates

Salutatorian:
Zachary Nash

Valedictorian:
Rachel Davis

Salutatorian:
Elizabeth Korbich

Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional School,
Coal Township
Graduation May 24
Felicia Bartello, Aisha Bucanelli, Zachary Chesney, Rachel
Davis, Devyn English, Michael Feudale, Taylor Glassic, Christina
Jones, Elizabeth Korbich, Lauryn Leach, Molly Loftus, Grier
Melick, Elen O’Donnell, Caitlyn Persing, Tristen Riegel, Annie
Seif, Cassondra Senoski, Alexandra Singh, Annie Stewart,
Erienne Strouse, Tyler Wolfe

Trinity High School, Camp Hill
Graduation June 1
Andrea Adolph, Ayesha Ahmad, Brett Auriemma, Maggie
Barbush, Kelsey Barr, Olivia Berrigan, Matthew Bierowski,
Joseph Borza, Colin Bower, Paul Boyer, Hunter Brown,
Daniel Bruening, Peiyun Cai, Hannah Campbell, Adam
Chidiac, Junghoo Cho, Minkyu Cho, Andrew Choi, Trisha
Clark, Tyler Coleman, Peter Comitale, Mark Connolly, Blake
Cutshall, James Daly, Nicholas Damico, Christina Davies,
Tyler Davis, Jenna Deppen, Patrick Dill, Kiersten Diminick,
Christine Donahue, Christian Duke, Haley Durbin, Kimberly
Elter, Emily Evancho, Alexander Farkas, Leah Feczko, Cody
Feldman, Kelly Ferraro, Caroline Finkbeiner, Nicholas Fiorilli,
Matthew Flynn-Hepford, Jacob Fogarty, Amanda Foody, Emily
Foster, Erik Foster, Garrett Freysinger, Taylor Fromm, Megan
Fritschi, Patrick Funk, Jennifer Gabriel, Joseph Gagliardi,
Abigail Geedy, John Goyette, Molly Grady, Benjamin Grimme,
Matthew Grogan, Patricia Gruschow, Matthew Guise, Michael
Guise, Zachary Heisey, Marét Hench, Christopher Herzog,
Abby Hoke, Alexander Horvath, Lauren Howe, Monica Hunter,
Melanie Insley, Selena Irvine, Nathaniel Jensen, Daniel
Jumper, Lauren Kaminski, Kayla Keller, Daniel Kenyon, Eun
Jee Kim. Danielle Kleist, Chai Kline, John Kokos, Ian Kopcho,
Sarah Kostyal, Anna Kuntz, Jae Yeon Lee, Christopher Lenz.
Emily Lewis, Li-Tzu Liu, Bradford Lombardo, Samantha
Lund, Jiangjun Luo, Patrick Madden, Katherine Maffey, Marie
Manske, Erin McDermott, Thomas McKelvey,
Margaret McLaughlin, Caitlin Melnick, Andrew Merluzzi,
Josephine Migash, Emma Miller, Jack Miller, Amanda Morgan,
Brigid Mumford, Cristian Munchel, Stephanie Myers, Sahil
Nayyar, Duy Le Nguyen, Melina Oliverio, Patrick Peck, Bao
Quoc Pham, Madeline Phillipy, James Plante, Gabriel Policare,

Valedictorian:
Nichole
Schneider

Salutatorian:
Katherine
Maffey

Abigail Porzucek, Woodson Powell, Christina Prestine, Ying
Quan, Margaret Rash, Daniel Resavy, Andrew Resek, Adam
Rineer, Shannon Robinson, Elizabeth Ryan, Dayalis SantiagoVázquez, Daniel Scarpelli, Madeline Schlusser, Nichole
Schneider, Andrew Schreiber, Julian Schulder-Elia, Tyler
Serres, Vikram Shenoy, Joshua Shiery, Victoria Shillingsford,
Charles Skurkis, Nicholas Slonac, Matthew Small, Domenick
Snook, Vincent Spinelli, Skylar Spitz, Peter Sprague, Patrick
Staul, Raegan Stence, Jonathon Stephens, Monica Strouse,
Robert Sutliff, Sarah Telep, Jessica Tilley, Rachel Tocci, Cara
Toniola, Katherine Walker, Peter Walker, Peyton Walker, Austin
Weaver, Mitchell Weaver, Marla Weible, Morgan Whiteman,
Evan Williams, Jason Wilson, Mark Wolfe, Yifei Xu
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Summer Missionary Cooperative Appeal
Missions…
By the Numbers

1822

The year in which
the Society for the
Propagation of the
Faith was founded
in France by Pauline
Jaricot.

2/3

The portion of the first Society for the Propagation
of the Faith collection that went to the young United
States for the diocese of Louisiana (extending from
the Florida Keys to Canada) and the mission of Kentucky. The remaining third went to China.

The Face of the Missions
CNS/NANCY WIECHEC

30,000

tant for all of us to hear how the mission of Jesus is
being carried out in other parts of our country and
our world. This reminds us of the essential misSometime during the summer months, a mission- sionary foundation of Christ’s Church and our role
ary will appear in your parish to preach about the to help spread the Gospel.
Church’s mission work. This missionary is parSecond, the Church is called to be prayerful. Each
ticipating in the Missionary Cooperative Program one of us is asked to reach beyond our own needs
and was assigned by the diocese to visit
and embrace the needs of the missionary
your church.
church. When we hear about our fellow
The missionary’s presence among us
Christians in other lands through the stois both a challenge to action and an afries of missionaries, we are called upon
firmation of our faith. Missionaries reto keep them in our prayers. We are also
mind us of our baptismal commitment
asked to pray for missionary vocations to
to spread the Gospel by our words and
the priesthood, religious life, and the lay
deeds. They call us to support the miscatechists who form such an important
sions by our prayers and sacrifices. At
part of how the Gospel is proclaimed.
the same time, they affirm the fact that
the Church is alive and growing among
Third, each one of us must respond to
F. Sharman
people of different lands and cultures Fatheris Robert
Jesus’
challenge and recommit ourselves
the Diocesan
and that there are millions of people who Director of the Office of to our baptismal call to be missionary –
Pontifical Missions.
need to be evangelized.
the responsibility to spread the love and
Missionaries share with us their realmessage of Jesus to every person we
life mission stories and experiences, as well as sto- meet, in every place we visit.
ries of the people they serve. Our own faith is deepIf mission forms the heart of the Church, it is the
ened and broadened as we learn of the tremendous missionary standing before us in our ambo (pulpit)
good done throughout the 1,150 mission dioceses
who puts a human face on our baptismal vocation.
around the world.
The Missionary Cooperative Program is a bless- We are all God’s missionaries, and we are all called
ing for your parish for a number of reasons. First, to take the message of Jesus wherever we go. When
the Church, by her very nature, is missionary. But the missionary in your church preaches this sumnot everyone is called to leave home and family mer, may you also see yourself as the face of the
to minister among the poor and to bring the Good missions.
News to those who have never heard it. It is imporIn the words of Saint Teresa of Avila,
By Father Robert F. Sharman
Special to The Witness

Number of missionary seminarians who receive
help from the Saint Peter Apostle Society.

700

Number of dollars that helps one young seminarian for one year as he prepares for priesthood.
$300 will assist the education of religious Sisters
and Brothers.

26

Source of total contributions
to the Missions in 2010

26%

Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes through which He looks with compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good.
Yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.

“All activities are involve

74%

Total U.S. Support 2004-2010

World

World Mission Sunday Donations
Total Mission Donations ($millions)

The Pope’s Mission Societies
$17.2

$17.3

Attention to and cooperat
Church‟s evangelizing w
world cannot be limited t
moments or special occas
can they be considered as
many pastoral activities:
Church‟s missionary dim
essential and must therefo
be borne in mind.”
by the Pope Ben

Percent$55.4of the$57.0support contributed
World Mission Sunday M
for $45.3
the Propagation
United States to the Society
$42.9
of the Faith today for the 1,150 mission dioceses
“All must be involved in
worldwide.

$58.4

• Society for the Propagation of the Faith
• Holy Childhood Association
• Saint Peter Apostle Society
• Missionary Union of Priests & Religious

On the missionary
of the

$57.7

$51.2

$18.0

$18.4

$17.6

1
$17.3

$16.6

ad gentes: bishops, priest
women religious and lay
„No believer in Christ can
dispensed from this respo
which comes from the fac
sacramentally belonging
Body of Christ‟ (Post-Sy
Apostolic Exhortation Ve
Domini, n. 94). It is there
necessary to ensure that a
sectors of pastoral work,
and charity are characteri
missionary dimension: th
is mission.”
Pope Benedict XVI, Ma

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
These Societies direct their efforts to reminding baptized Catholics of their vocation to be missionaries
and encouraging participation in the Church’s mission to bring the “Good News” of Jesus to the world.
Each of these missionary organizations tries to respond to the various needs associated with Where
the work
ofU.S. Mission Funds Go in 2010?
Did
evangelization.
Europe and
U.S. Mission
Oriental Churches
Animation
4%
There are national offices in more than 120 countries. The Office of Pontifical Missions in Harrisburg
Admin 5%
8%
coordinates the work of the Societies in the parishes of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Nuncios in Mission
More information about the work of the Pontifical Mission Societies can be found on the Diocesan
website,
Countries
8%
www.hbgdiocese.org (click on World Missions), or on the national Pontifical Mission Societies website:
Latin America and
www.onefamilyinmission.org.
Africa 45%
the Caribbean 4%
Or contact:
“Since the charge of proc
Oceania 3%
the Gospel in the whole w
OfficeDolor…
of Pontifical Missions
Asia 23%
primarily on the body of
4800 Union Deposit Road
the synod of bishops or th
Summer
2011
Harrisburg, PA
17111
Council
of bishops for th
Number of U.S. dioceses still receiving
help
717-657-4804Atext.
240of my first meeting with all
the end
Church‟…should
give sp
from the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith
the National Directors of the
consideration to missiona
Thank you for your prayers
and your sacrifice.
(Fairbanks, Alaska).
Pontifical Mission Societies, we were
granted the privilege of meeting with
our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI,
who addressed us as his own
“missionary corps.”

“Your support made my vocation to the priesthood
not just a hope but a reality.”
Bishop Peter Paul Angkyier of Damongo, Ghana,
who was supported through seminary formation by the

activity, which is the gre
holiest task of the Churc
Ad
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Faith and Life

Deacon David Hall receives the Book of the Gospels from Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden during the Rite of Ordination. The handing on of the Book of the
Gospels signifies the office of the deacon to proclaim the Gospel and to preach
the faith in word and in deed.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Deacon David Hall gives Communion to his wife Libby during his ordination
Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey May 26.

Deacon David Hall Ordained

On the eve of Pentecost, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden ordained David Hall to the
order of deacon during a solemn liturgy at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey.
Deacon Hall was formerly an evangelical pastor. He and his wife Libby joined the
Catholic Church in 2007 and became members of St. Joan of Arc Parish.
During the Rite of Ordination, through the Laying on of Hands and the Prayer of
Ordination, Bishop McFadden ordained Deacon Hall. Deacon Hall was then invest-

ed with the diaconal stole and dalmatic, and presented with the Book of the Gospels.
In the Catholic Church, deacons are ordained ministers who serve by baptizing,
witnessing marriages, distributing Holy Communion, preaching homilies, assisting
the priest during Mass, and performing funeral and burial services outside of Mass.
Deacons are ordained as a sacramental sign to the Church and to the world of
Christ, who came to serve and not to be served.

Pope Marks Pentecost, Announces New Doctors of Church
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service
The modern world is a latter-day Babel, where arrogance inspired
by technological progress leads people to play God and sets them
against each other, a predicament from which people can escape
only through divinely inspired humility and love, said Pope Benedict XVI.
The pope made his remarks during his homily May 27, Pentecost Sunday, during Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica.
Acknowledging that communications media and modern transportation have brought the world’s people “closer to one another
than ever before,” Pope Benedict lamented that true “understanding
and communion” is “often superficial and difficult.”
“Thanks to scientific and technological progress, we have acquired
the power to dominate the forces of nature, to manipulate the elements, to fabricate living beings, almost going so far as to fabricate
human beings,” he said. “In such a situation, praying to God seems
outmoded and useless, because we ourselves can construct and achieve
anything we want.”
Pope Benedict likened these developments to the Old Testament story of
the Tower of Babel, according to which men came to think themselves “strong
enough to be able to construct on their own a path to heaven in order to open its
doors and put themselves in God’s place.”
That ambition bred conflict not only with God but among men, he said, since
it caused them to lose “the ability to agree, to understand each other and to work
together.”
Pope Benedict said the remedy for today’s strife is the same one bestowed at the
first Pentecost, when the “flame of the Holy Spirit descended on the gathered disciples ... and lit in them the divine fire, a fire of love with the power to transform.”
Among the consequences then, the pope noted, was that the disciples “began to
speak freely, such that all were able to understand the news of Jesus Christ dead
and risen again.”
“At Pentecost, where there was division and
estrangement, there are born unity and understanding,” he said.
The Holy Spirit “sustains and unites” mankind, the pope said, and also resolves interior conflicts within each person, between
the constantly struggling impulses of the flesh
and the spirit.

After the Mass, before praying the “Regina Coeli” at the window
of his study overlooking St. Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict announced that he will proclaim St. John of Avila, a 16th-century
Spanish priest, and St. Hildegard of Bingen, a 12th-century
German abbess, as doctors of the universal church Oct. 7
in Rome.
The doctors of the church, saints honored for particularly important contributions to theology and
spirituality, come from both the Eastern and Western
church traditions. The current list of 33 doctors include early church fathers such as Sts. Jerome, John
Chrysostom and Augustine, as well
as major theologians such as Sts.
Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure
and John of the Cross. The
last saint named a doctor
of the church was St.
Therese of Lisieux,
who was honored
by Pope John Paul
II in 1997. St.
Hildegard will
become the
fourth woman doctor of
the church,
j o i n ing Sts.
Therese,
Catherine
of Siena
and Teresa of
Avila.

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Benedict XVI returns to the altar after distributing Communion during Mass on the feast of Pentecost in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican May 27.
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“I Do” Jubilarians Say
it Again 50 Years Later
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
The Church is blessed with vocations. Through prayer and discernment, men and women can follow
God’s call to join religious or consecrated life. We should also remember
to pray for those who live their vocation as married couples. Saying ‘I do’
is the biggest moment of two people’s
lives. They are uniting as one and together they become a family of God.
Every year, the Diocese of Harrisburg remembers and celebrates the
wedded jubilations of those celebrating 50 years of marriage, inviting
couples to come together at a Mass
celebrated by the bishop.
This year, James and Laurie Lewis
from Holy Family Parish, Harrisburg,
will celebrate their anniversary on November 24. Fifty years ago, they were
married in Vermont, where Laurie was
originally from. Laurie’s brother was
married the same day, and the two
wedded couples decided to join the
families together and celebrate at one
reception. They each had their own
ceremonies in different churches but
enjoyed the uniqueness of their reception.
“I’d never felt as good as I did that
first year,” said Mrs. Lewis. After just
two months of being married, they
were excited to announce they would
become parents.
“Your focus goes from you to
them. As a family unit, it’s a lot of
fun. It brought us closer,” Mr. Lewis
commented on how having children
changes a marriage.
They love their children and are
proud of their successes, though it did
take some work during the teen years
for one son. “We prayed at the altar
for him. If we didn’t have the grace of
God…I don’t know,” explained Mrs.
Lewis on how their faith has made
them a strong family. This challenge
came after 16 years of marriage, and
they both agreed it was a very difficult time, but through prayer and
only through God were they able to
stay strong as a unit. “We have to trust
God,” Mrs. Lewis said, adding that the
community and parish of Holy Family
also supported them.
Sitting with the Lewis’ was real, and
their love permeated through the air.

They each explained their initial attraction to each other. They had met at
a party. Watching the sparkle in each
other’s eyes as they thought back to
their first meeting was romantic. “My
attraction to him, his sense of humor,
he was just enjoyable to be around. I
thought he was a nice person, kind,
and when I met his grandmother she
was so nice and I thought he’d be like
her,” said Mrs. Lewis as she looked
lovingly at her husband.
Remembering his first thoughts of
his bride, Mr. Lewis said, “She was a
beauty, a pretty girl! She had auburn
hair and she was a good girl. I liked
that she was on her own, she was independent.”
Mrs. Lewis had moved from Vermont to Hartford, Conn., to take a job
as a secretary, and there she lived with
a group of women. “I think women
should have time alone before marriage,” she said.
Their advice to a newly wed couple
is to keep a sense of humor. “Be loving
even when it’s difficult to love.” Remember that things are not that serious and make decisions together. They
both agreed especially on being careful financially, to live just below your
level of income. It’s not what you want
but what you need, they say.
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are happy to be
at the milestone and think it is a wonderful example for their children.
Joseph and Kathleen Kleponis from
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Gettysburg,
celebrate their anniversary on September 29. Mrs. Kleponis remembers their
wedding was a lovely day. The weather was nice and it was a beautiful traditional wedding. She spoke fondly of
the moment when she and her husband
exited the church and he leaned over
to kiss her. Since this was during the
days before ‘You may kiss the bride,’
he was anxious to give her a kiss.
Mr. Kleponis was a pilot in the service and was away a lot during the
first ten years of their marriage. It was
a ten-year honeymoon in their eyes,
and they never bothered with arguing
because it was a waste of the precious
time they had together. They have
three children and were blessed they
came quickly. The married life they
knew was with kids. They never had
much of a chance to be a couple since
their first child came 13 months after

Barbara and Irvin Wingeard
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James and Laurie Lewis

they were married, followed by their
second a year later. “Our life as a couple started 20 years ago when our nest
became empty,” said Mrs. Kleponis.
They like to play golf together, travel
and just about eight years ago moved
from the D.C. area to an active adult
community that they enjoy very much.
The couple met after being introduced through Kathleen’s roommate
in nursing school. She was friends
with Joseph’s sister and they thought
they would be a nice couple together.
They met and seven months later they
were married.
Funny as it seems, they don’t remember the proposal. (See there gentlemen, there really is no pressure, all
you need is love.)
As a military pilot, Mr. Kleponis
was often lonely for his family. Occasionally, pilots could radio their
families to see how things were going,
but this was far from the time of Skype and internet. To hear each other’s
voices, they would record messages
to each other and send the tapes back
and forth. This was especially great for
the children to hear their father’s voice
and for him to hear theirs.
When asked how they handle an
argument, Mrs. Kleponis said, “He
wins.” Mr. Kleponis responded, “I was
going to say the same thing about you.”
They both laughed. But in seriousness,
they said they never disagreed on the
big things; they were always together
on the big decisions.
Their advice to a young couple is
to remain open, tell each other ‘I love
you,’ A LOT! Be tolerant and understanding.
Barbara and Irvin Wingeard will
celebrate their anniversary on August
25 and remember their wedding as a
beautiful, sunny day. They were married in the same parish to which they
still belong, St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg.
Mrs. Wingeard said the first year
went fast. They remember living in a
small apartment on Herlock Street in
the city and by September of 1963 she
was pregnant with their first daughter. They now have two girls and four
grandchildren.
Mr. Wingeard said the birth of their

two daughters was the highlight of
their marriage. Just recently they experienced another. In celebration of
their 50 years of marriage, in April
they took a river cruise down the Danube River through central Europe, and
traveled from Hungary to Germany.
Their travel companions included Mrs.
Wingeard’s sister and brother- in-law.
Her sister had been the maid of honor
at the wedding.
“We are both blessed with good
health,” commented Mrs. Wingeard.
They met in 1960 and dated for
about a year, and were married after
a nine-month engagement. Mr. Wingeard said he was attracted to her eyes
instantly, and Mrs. Wingeard thought
he was a gentleman and was very intelligent.
Their secret and advice to a long
lasting marriage is perseverance, be
best friends and always be honest with
each other.
Seven months ago, I married my best
friend. We chose October 29, 2011, as
our date for our wedding because we
had begun to date October 31 and both
have loved that time of year since we
were young children. It just so happened this October 29, winter decided
to come a few months early and we
received our largest snow of the year.
When talking to the jubilarians, I
couldn’t help but to realize how few
of them commented on the day of their
wedding. They remembered it being
beautiful, but the bulk of our conversation came from the journey of marriage. This is my advice to a newly
engaged couple: focus on the future
of the marriage, pray together, laugh
together during the time of the engagement because nothing is more serious
than the moment you say ‘I do.’ Neither the flowers, the cake and nor that
beautiful wedding dress will make for
a lasting marriage; it’s the advice that
each of these couples have shared that
will make your life together lasting. I
can only hope to follow the same journey as these three wonderful couples,
who graciously offered their wisdom
and fine example of lasting love.
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Catholic Sports Report

Great Run for McDevitt Girls’ Soccer
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

The old saying goes that all good things must come to an end, and
that was the case for the Bishop McDevitt girls’ soccer team as their
terrific season ended last weekend in the state quarterfinals with a
4-2 loss against a strong Mechanicsburg Wildcats team at Hersheypark Stadium. The Crusaders had played the Wildcats in two previous
matches during the regular Mid-Penn Conference season when they
beat the ‘Cats and then played them to a draw. But in the third meeting,
Mechanicsburg was able to attack deep and cross the ball unimpeded,
which led to multiple scoring opportunities.
A week earlier, the Crusaders won the District 3 Class AA championship by beating Berks County perennial power Fleetwood 1-0 in
double overtime to capture the gold medal. The Crusaders were led
by senior captain, forward Kelsie Maloney, who had a stellar season
scoring more than 50 goals in 24 games. Quick, fast and able to keep
the ball on her feet in traffic, Maloney was the engine that drove the
Crusaders’ train this season.
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McDevitt’s Anna Bailey, sophomore, heads a ball forward against the Tigers of
Fleetwood.

McDevitt’s captain and prolific scorer, Kelsie Maloney, positions on a throw-in
against Mechanicsburg.

Not only did the Trinity boys’ 4 x 100 relay team win the Class
AA gold medal at the PIAA state track and field championships at
Shippensburg University on a hot Memorial Day weekend, the foursome smashed the state record with a sizzling time of 42.23. It was a record that had stood for 17 years, and the team of Danny Jackson, above,
Chris Lenz, Brandon Kuntz and Robert Sutliff nipped Aliquippa by only
.04 of a second to win the gold in exciting fashion with a great lean at
the finish line by anchorman Sutliff to hold off the Quips’ foursome.
And Danny Jackson won a gold medal in the long jump with a leap
of 23-1 while the Shamrocks’ Chris Lenz earned a silver medal in the
300-meter hurdles.
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Trinity’s Danny Jackson launches on a long jump in a track meet earlier in the
season. He won the gold medal at the state meet.

The Crusaders’ Maggie Smith, freshman, battles for a header in the District 3
final.
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Local Church News

The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle:
Mary Stachow.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Kathryn Wark.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Gilda Aluise, Sarah Herwig.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Heather
Ortiz.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Dr.
John Waldhausen.
ELYSBURG – Queen of the Most
Holy Rosary: Mary Pisani.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Norma Estrada, Mildred Gosselin,
James Hydock, Jr.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Richard Farinelli.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Joseph Suknaic; St. Francis
of Assisi: Stephen Murray, Josephina
Ramirez.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Harold Fogarty, Cora Memmi, Dominic
Pavone, Antonietta Rehrer.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Mary Jane McEntee.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Peter J. Connor, Catherine Eck,
Thomas Hockley, Jr., Reginald
Nyman, William C. Simone,
Philomena C. Verdicchio.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Lillian Delarm, Janice Glick,
Charles Zito.
MILLERSBURG – Queen of Peace:
William T. Walton.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Edward Gast.
MOUNT CARMEL – Our Lady:
Daniel Boylan, Mary Mooney, Joan
Puketza, Mary Strocko.
NEW BLOOMFIELD – St. Bernard:
Alma Keith.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Andrew Danish.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate C
onception BVM: Paul O’Brien.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Andrew
Kerlik.
QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of
Siena: Joseph Daddiego.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Anita
Eureick, Debra Smith, Margaret
Zuvich.
TREVORTON – St. Patrick:
Angelina Berra.
YORK – St. Joseph: Kevin Endriss,
Robert Keough, Larry Peffley, Mary T.
Rizzuto; St. Patrick: Renee
Adamson, Richard “Dick” Metzler,
Russell Reynolds.

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Mary R. Erskine, Melvin B.
Hughes, John R. Kinzer, Paul D. M.
O’Donnell, Noreen M. Swineford,
John V. Tedeschi, Rita R. Tedeschi,
John B. Zavachy.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Norman
“Hobie” Kuhn.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Thomas Hanus, Leona
Kemper; St. Katharine Drexel:
Thomas Kim.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in June during the past 25
years:
Msgr. Karl Stofko, 1988
Deacon Henry Bucher, 1990
Msgr. Matthias Siedlecki, 1990
Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski, 2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR, 2007.

Diocesan Cemeteries

HARRISBURG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13 Street
th

Harrisburg PA 17104
Resurrection Cemetery
116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112
Manager Ed Scholly
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
escholly@hbgdiocese.org
LEBANON
Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

MECHANICSBURG/
YORK

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055

Manager Mike Rugalla
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
mrugalla@hbgdiocese.org
LANCASTER

St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org
ELYSBURG
All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Bishop to Open Fortnight
for Freedom on June 22
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden will open the Fortnight for Freedom on the feast
of St. Thomas More with a Mass at St. Patrick Parish, 87 Marsh Drive, Carlisle, on
Friday, June 22, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. All are encouraged to attend. The “Fortnight for
Freedom” is a 14-day period of prayer, education and action in support of religious
freedom from June 21-July 4 that was called for by the Ad Hoc Committee on Religious Liberty of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops because of concerns
over threats to religious freedom, both at home and abroad. Following the Mass,
the St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania will host a light breakfast in
the school cafeteria. This will be a time to greet the Bishop and mingle with others.
For more information about the society and its activities, please visit its website at
www.saintthomasmoresociety.com.

Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat
Set for August 3 Weekend
“Transformation” is the theme for the 34th annual Retreat for the men of the Harrisburg Diocese, at Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Md. The retreat, sponsored by Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by Father Joe Breighner
of the Archdiocese of Baltimore.
Ordained in 1971, Father Breighner has served as a parish priest, a pastoral counselor, and diocesan coordinator of evangelization. He hosted a radio program for 35
years and continues as a columnist for the archdiocesan newspaper, The Catholic
Review. In addition to leading many retreats, he is an author of a number of books,
including When Life Doesn’t Make Sense.
The retreat is open to ages 14 and up. Men are encouraged to bring sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required towards the total cost of $130. Reservations can be
made through local parish coordinators or by contacting Paul Little at 717-264-2577.

Museum Honors Lancaster Catholic HS
Teacher for Excellence in Science Education
The North Museum of Natural History & Science in Lancaster donated $1,000 to
Lancaster Catholic High School in honor of Vasantha Kittappa, the 2012 recipient
of the North Museum Board of Directors Prize for Excellence in Science Education.
Mrs. Kittappa was named this year’s winner at the North Museum Science & Engineering Fair awards ceremony in March.
Mrs. Kittappa began teaching in 1988, and since then she has had an impact on the
lives of thousands of students. She teaches Honors Biology for freshmen, Academic
Biology for sophomores, as well as Human Biology and Academic Anatomy and
Physiology, and she supervises all the projects of Lancaster Catholic students who
participate in the science fair. The hundreds of science fair winners she has advised
include the fair’s 2008 and 2010 Grand Champions, Sanjeethan Baksh and Marian
Bechtel. According to biology teacher Tanya Mason, the colleague who nominated
her, “Mrs. Kittappa’s name is synonymous with the Science Fair within the walls of
Lancaster Catholic High School and beyond.”
Lancaster Catholic High School intends to use the funds to purchase materials and
supplies for the Annual North Museum Science Fair.
The North Museum introduced the Board of Directors’ Prize for Excellence in Science Education in 2009. The winner of the award must have taught for at least three
years; have had some involvement in the Lancaster Newspapers or North Museum
Science & Engineering Fair; and have demonstrated excellence in science education. Nominations are sought from more than a hundred school district administrators, principals, curriculum specialists, and science teachers. The award is funded by
members of the North Museum Board of Directors.

Knights Council Raises Funds
for Annual ARC Campaign
Knights of Columbus Council 12532 of St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster,
extends heartfelt thanks to all of those who generously contributed to this year’s Arc Campaign. This annual campaign, which benefits local individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families, raised $1,454 this year, outpacing last year’s $1,100
total.
The money raised by the St. John Neumann council is divided between The Arc of Lancaster County (which will receive 75 percent of the funds) and The Arc of Pennsylvania
(which will receive the remaining 25 percent). These organizations provide advocacy, community education, information and referral on available services, and monitoring of services
provided to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
“For the Knights of Columbus of Council 12532, supporting Arc is part of our pro-life
mission,” said Joe Hainthaler, chairman of the Arc Campaign for the council. “We are all
God’s children, and people with intellectual and developmental disabilities are therefore
deserving of the acceptance and support of our community.”
This year marks the 34th year of the Knights of Columbus of Pennsylvania’s “Measure
Up” campaign, during which members collect contributions and hand out rulers to raise
public awareness about The Arc and its mission. During last year’s “Measure Up” campaign, Knights of Columbus across Pennsylvania raised more than $140,000, and more than
$5 million has been raised over the 34 years of the campaign for The Arc of Pennsylvania
and its chapters across the commonwealth.
For more information, contact Joe Hainthaler, Arc Chairman, St. John Neumann Knights
of Columbus Council 12532, at 717-598-8661 or hainthaler@aol.com.
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Young Church in Action

Student Designs T-Shirt
for Respect Life Day at
Annunciation BVM School
From Annunciation School

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNUNCIATION BVM SCHOOL

Christopher Hoffman, center, accepts a Respect Life T-shirt from members of
Annunciation BVM’s Student Council on behalf of the McSherrystown Knights
of Columbus. Funds donated by the organization went to supplement the cost of
the T-shirts, which were purchased and worn by students on Respect Life Day
at the school. Pictured from left are Amy McNeil, principal, Emily Welsh, student
council president, Christopher Hoffman, Mary Staub and Peg Shaffer representing Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxilary, CJ Hoffman, Aleigha Furhman, and Armando Ugarte, the T-shirt designer.

The slogan says it all: “Live Life, Love
Life, Respect Life, Pro Life.”
Seventh-grade student Armando Ugarte
coined this phrase for his school’s T-shirt
that was worn on Respect Life Day recently by students at Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary School in McSherrystown. Armando, with fellow members
of the school’s student council, created a Tshirt to be purchased by students and worn
as the culmination of the school’s Pro Life
efforts.
“Respect for Life is a theme that permeates the school throughout the year,”
explained Amy McNeill, principal of Annunciation BVM School. “Through small
contributions and classroom programs, our
students are subtly reminded of the great
importance we place on God-given life.”
Pro Life activities begin in October,
when students participate in Cupcakes for
Life and Pennies for Life. Teachers donate cupcakes and students enjoy them as
a treat and as a reminder that every person
deserves the opportunity to celebrate a

birthday. For the entire month of October,
students collect pennies and small change
to support the Harrisburg Diocese’s “Pennies for Life” Program. This year, students
collected more than $800 for the effort. In
February, student council sells twenty-five
cent “Heartmarks” for Valentine’s Day.
All proceeds from this sale went to the local Tendercare Pregnancy Center. In the
classroom, an informational poster, which
is updated monthly, shows each stage of a
baby’s life from conception to birth.
For the April 30 Respect Life Day, students were given the opportunity to purchase the student-designed T-shirts at a
reduced price, thanks to a generous donation from the Knights of Columbus in McSherrystown. Students wore the T-shirt and
members of the school’s student council
presented a shirt to Christopher Hoffman
from the Knights of Columbus. Two members of the Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary were also present to accept the
shirt on behalf of the organization. The entire student body then gathered outside the
school for a picture to commemorate this
special day.

St. Rose Students Honor Veterans

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST ROSE OF LIMA SCHOOL

The fifth and sixth grade classes of St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville
went to Holy Savior Cemetery in York in May to assist the York County Veterans
in posting American Flags at the gravesites of our fallen servicemen and women
at this cemetery. The students posted 700 flags, creating a sea of red, white, and
blue to honor our fallen heroes. Tony Schneider, a York County veteran of the
Air Force, enabled the students to engage this project. The benefits of meeting

World Youth Day,
July 20-29 2013
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ - Matthew 28: 19
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden invites you to join him and our
Holy Father at World Youth Day 2013 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The spiritual pilgrimage will include a two day retreat experience
in Guadalupe, Mexico, and the World Youth Day activities in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil. The Diocesan group will be limited to 200
pilgrims within the ages of 16-17 (youth) and their parish group
leaders and chaperones; young adults ages 18 (high school graduates)-35; priests, seminarians and consecrated individuals. For information on this wonderful spiritual pilgrimage, please contact the Office
for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 ext. 327, or oyyam@
hbgdiocese.org, or visit our Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.

other veterans, hearing some of their stories and acknowledging those who are now
part of our history is teaching the young students how to “pay it forward” through
their actions. In completing the project, St. Rose of Lima School acknowledges the
Durham bus company for donating the bus for this project. The school also expresses its gratitude to those veterans who could be there to pass on to future generations
a lesson in patriotism and civic duty; this is what makes America so great.

Raffle to Benefit Pilgrims
The Diocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry is sponsoring a raffle
to benefit pilgrims attending World Youth Day in Rio in 2013. Donation is $10 per
ticket. Drawing will be held July 22, 2012, at the diocese’s World Youth Day 2013
Kick-Off Mass.
First prize: Gourmet dinner for four with Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden at his residence
(Chef: Father Joshua Brommer, date TBD) and $500
Second prize: $500
Third prize: $250
Fourth prize: Family 4 pack Hershey Park Tickets
Fifth prize: Family 4 pack Hershey Park Tickets
Sixth prize: $100
For raffle tickets, contact the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-6574804 or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org.
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A spaghetti dinner will be held June 10 from 11
a.m.-1 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church hall in
Mount Carmel. Donation is $8.

Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by
Father Walter Sempko on June 17 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are heard
after Mass.
A Religious Freedom Prayer Rally will be held at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church Parking lot in Mount
Carmel June 25 at 6:30 p.m. and July 3 at 6:30 p.m.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp will hold
its 19th Annual week of faith-filled, fun-filled activities
for Catholic Boys and Girls in grades 4 through 12 at
Rhodes Grove Camp July 30-Aug. 2. Located off Route
11 between Greencastle and Chambersburg, Rhodes
Grove functions year-round as a Conference Center
with its own food, maintenance, pool, and physical staff.
Tuscarora XIX’s Catholic, volunteer, staff includes priests,
sisters, a nurse, and lay persons to lead and oversee
camp activities. Program includes Mass and religion
activities, swimming, waterslide, high tower ropes, swing,
horsemanship, crafts nature studies and more. Cost is
$200 per camper. Contact: Sister Margie Monahan, CCW,
110 South Third Street, McConnellsburg, PA 17233 or
sistermargie@comcast.net.
The Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat for men of
the Harrisburg Diocese will take place the weekend
of Aug. 3 at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Md., Themed “Transformation,” the retreat, sponsored
by Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by
Father Joe Breighner of the Archdiocese of Baltimore.
The retreat is open to men ages 14 and older. Men are
encouraged to bring sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is
required towards the total cost of $130. Reservations can
be made through local parish coordinators or by contacting Paul Little at 717-264-2577.
Ireland Trip Featuring Notre Dame Football
Game: Father Sylvan Capitani from St. John the Baptist

Catholic Church, New Freedom, will be leading a trip to
Ireland which will feature a Navy vs. Notre Dame Football
game in Dublin. The trip is scheduled for Aug. 30-Sept.
7, 2012. The game is Sept. 1. Cost is $2,975 per person
from Philadelphia. Bus transportation from New Freedom
included in price. Additional highlights include a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Knock, Visit to Jameson Whiskey Co.,
Medieval Dinner at Bunratty Castle, Blarney Castle, and
shopping. A deposit of $650 is due when registering to
reserve your spot. 45 people are needed to keep the cost
for the trip under $3,000. There are still several openings.
Complete information is available at www.stjncath.org
or contact Mary Jane Waro in the parish office 717-2352156, ext. 224 or mjwaro@stjncath.org.
The Harrisburg Area Women’s Retreat Club

will hold its annual retreat weekend Sept. 7-9 at Villa of
Our Lady in Mount Pocono, Pa. Depart Holy Name of
Jesus Parish in Harrisburg Sept. 7 at 1:15 p.m., return
to Harrisburg Sept. 9 at approximately 5:30 p.m. Cost is
$115-$140, and includes six meals. Round-trip bus transportation is an additional $65. Contact Jo Barnes at 717652-2868 or Mary Brown at 717-545-7312 for information
and registration.
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland is hosting a motor-coach excursion (8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.) to visit the
National Center of Padre Pio Spiritual Shrine Sept. 12,
2012. Pilgrimage includes a luxury coach, visitation to Our
Lady of Grace Chapel at the Padre Pio Spirituality Centre,
the Angel of Roses promenade, numerous side chapels,
an expansive museum, gift shop, and lunch. Cost is
$39 per person. For information, call Marge Graney at
717-774-1053. For reservations and menu selection, call
Sheldon Munn at 717-770-0235. Reservations due on or
before Aug. 12.
Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Abbottstown are organizing the 4th annual

missionary trip to Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 28-Nov.4, 2012.
Come join us and The Missionaries of the Poor in serving
God by caring for abandoned infants, children and adults
in that poverty-ridden nation. A mountaintop retreat with
Father HoLung is planned at the end of the week. There
is also another group going Oct. 14-28. The trips are open
to all those interested, not just parish members. Contact
Roy at 717-792-3408 or gerimenu1@comcast.net.
Pilgrimage To Israel – Travel with Father John
Peck, OSB of St. Paul’s Parish in Annville to the Holy
Land, Nov. 7-15, 2012. Seats still available! Call Jeanne
Rittle, 717-867-1525 with questions or to have an itinerary
sent to you. Highlights: Caesarea, Nazareth, Basilica of
the Annunciation, Cana, Tiberius, Capernaum, Mount of
Beatitudes, Sea of Galilee, Transfiguration Church, Jaffa
Jerusalem, Mount of Olives, Via Dolorosa, Church of The
Holy Sepulcher, Wailing Wall, Mount Zion, Bethlehem,
Church of the Nativity, Daily Mass. Cost $2999 pp/do. For
detailed itinerary visit: http://www.collettevacations.com/
group-page/index.cfm?ID=453914.

Education, Enrichment
& Support

St. Francis of Assisi Parish, the Harrisburg
Diocese, and the Boy Scouts of America are

working to bring the Scouting program back to Harrisburg
City. On June 9 at 11:30 a.m., there will be a meeting at
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Harrisburg, in the Fellowship
Hall below the parish. Moms, dads, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and everyone else are welcome to attend to learn
about the Cub Scout Program. Cub Scouts is a program
for boys in first through fourth grade and is based around
the boy and his family. It is a program that is a lot of fun
(for both adults and youth), but also teaches boys important values to become good people. For information,
contact Father John Bednarik at 717-232-1003.
Continuing Adult Faith Education (CAFE) at

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church in Ephrata hosts
“Contraception, Chastity & Champagne” at 6:30 p.m.
June 10. This is a friendly discussion of the essay by Dr.
Elizabeth Anscombe, Cambridge Univ. professor, wife,
mother, on the relevance of the Church’s teaching on
birth control. Dr. Anscombe famously greeted Paul VI’s
Humane Vitae with a toast of champagne, which will
be served to adults. RSVP required at steve@faithinanutshell.com.
Holy Spirit Health System will host a free educational seminar on adolescent self-injury in June. Barry
Sloane, MS, Teenline supervisor, will present “Self-Injury
in Adolescents” June 21 at 6 p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s
Auditorium. This presentation will provide an overview of
self-injury, the reasons why young people feel the need
to self-injure, and suggestions on helpful ways parents
and loved ones can respond. Participants will learn how
to seek help and treatment for their child. There is no
need to register. For questions, call 717-763-2427.
Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts” cardiac support
group meeting will be held June 27 from 6-7:30 p.m. in
the Holy Spirit Hospital auditorium. Safwat Gassis, MD,
Capital Cardiovascular Associates, will present “Living
with an Automatic Implantable Cardiovertor Defibrillator.”
Seating is limited. Call 717-972-4486 to reserve your
seat.
The Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites,

Community of Mount Carmel and St. Joseph of the Harrisburg area, invite both men and women of the faithful
to visit a community meeting Sept. 8. If you feel called by
the Lord to pursue a deeper awareness of God’s Indwelling Presence through prayer and in community, you may
want to come and see if this community is what you have
been searching for. For more information on Carmelite
Spirituality, contact Maureen Heberle at 717-921-8644 or
ronheb454@aol.com or Karen Kupris at 717-512-0806 or
karenkupris@gmail.com.

Events & Fund-Raisers

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon will hold its festival June 8 and 9 at St.

Cecelia’s Parish Hall and Grounds, Lebanon. Games,
great food, bingo and music both evenings. Midway
hours 5-11 p.m. on Friday and 4-11 p.m. on Saturday.
A Fish Dinner on Friday starting at 4 p.m. in the air
conditioned Parish Hall, plus food stands on the festival
grounds. The Johnson Brothers will provide the musical
entertainment Friday evening, and the music of Laredo
will highlight the Saturday activities. Musical entertainment is from 7-10:30 p.m. both nights. Raffle tickets
available for $10 for a chance to win 15 prizes, including
a top prize of $1,500. Call Steve Bailey 717-273-4664 for
tickets and details.

St. Peter’s Council of Parish Women will be
holding an indoor rummage sale in the Parish Center,
Columbia June 9 from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Bargains
galore, food and desserts.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville

will hold their 2nd Annual Pork Bar B Que platter June
9 from 3-10 p.m. There will be Pork Bar B Que Platters
available at $8 for adults and $4 for children. There will
be music, games of chance, raffle tickets, penny carnival
for the children, moon walk/slide, and antique tractors. Come out with your lawn chairs for an evening of
entertainment and friendship as well as good food. Contact Mike Shanebrook at 717-334-2069 for details.
St. Theresa Parish Council of Catholic Women will hold their annual Communion Brunch June 10

following the 10 a.m. Mass in the Little Flower Social Hall
at St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland. Hand-carved
ham, chicken a la king, and many other brunch items.
Presentation by Juliet Geiger on her mission trips to
Haiti. Installation of officers for the upcoming 2012-2014
term. Tickets are $10 for adults -- children 12 and under
are free. Call Mary Ann at 717-761-0657 for information
or stop by the Parish Office for tickets.

St. Joseph Parish in York will hold its summer
carnival June 12-16 from 5-10 p.m. each day at St. Joseph’s Church and School, rain or shine. For questions,
call 717-755-1797.
The PCCW of St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Gettysburg will sponsor a rummage sale June 15 from

8 a.m.-4 p.m. and June 16 from 8 a.m.-noon at Xavier
Center, 465 Table Rock Road.

Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will hold
its annual parish picnic June 15 from 5-10 p.m., June 16
from 3-10 p.m., and June 17 from 2-10 p.m. The picnic
will be held at the RCA picnic grounds in Ranshaw, rain
or shine. There will be a variety of homemade and delicious foods, refreshments, games, prizes, music, and
more.
Scrapbook Crop at St. Joseph’s Church, Hanover,
June 15 from 5-10 p.m., and 16 from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Cost
is $50 per person/June 16, only, $40. Meals, snacks and
beverages provided on Saturday. Contact Heather at
717-524-7616 or heather@heatherygoodness.com for
info and tickets.
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will
host its summer festival June 16 from noon-10 p.m. at
Divine Mercy Hall and Picnic Grounds. Homemade ethnic
foods, desserts, baked goods, theme baskets, “A Minute
to Win It” contest, raffles, kids’ games, bingo, DJ entertainment.
St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville will hold
its summer festival June 16 and 17. Saturday features
entertainment by the Mudflaps. Sunday features a
chicken barbecue beginning at noon, and entertainment
by The 60s Boys from 6-9:30 p.m.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will hold
its summer festival June 21-23 from 5-10 p.m. each
evening. Entertainment: Thurs. Jazz Band - Not Quite
Einstein & Hershey School of Dance; Friday and Saturday: D.J. Homemade meals served in air-conditioned
cafeteria from 4-7:30 p.m. each night. Thurs- Chicken
Caccitore, Fri & Sat. stuffed pepper and/or lasagna &
meatball dinners. Festival foods: roast pig, BBQ, haluski,
& more! Silent auction, basket raffles, dunk tank, games,
and more.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold its summer
festival June 22 and 23. Friday features entertainment
by Not Quite Einstein, midway and meals from 5-11
p.m. Saturday features entertainment by DJ Bob Foltz,
midway and meals from 5-11 p.m.
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount
Carmel will hold its annual festival June 22 from 6-11

p.m. and June 23 from 6-10:30 p.m. Rain date is June 24
food sale in the hall. Entertainment, ethnic foods, refreshments and games.
The Seton Legacy Classic golf tournament

to benefit the National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., will take place June 24 at 1:30
p.m. at The Links At Gettysburg. Cost is $125 per person
or $500 per foursome (includes greens fees, cart rental,
dinner, prizes and refreshments). Contact Ashley Long at
301-447-6981 or along@setonheritage.org.
The Inaugural Mitre Cup Golf Tournament to
benefit Benevolent Care at St. Anne’s Retirement Community will be held June 28 at the Bent Creek Country
Club. Golf for Father Peter Hahn and the North and
South Lancaster team or for Bishop Joseph P. McFadden’s team. Contact Mary Jo Diffendall at 717-285-6539
or mdiffendall@stannesrc.org. Not a golfer? Join us for
the Cocktail Reception, Golf Balls From Heaven Helicopter Drop Event, Buffet Dinner and Live Entertainment
from Funky Fontana. Cost is $100 per person. Tickets
for the helicopter drop are $50 each or 3 for $100. If your
numbered golf ball falls closest to the target, you WIN
$2,500! Need not be present to win.

Parish, School &
Organization News

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg is looking for an enthusiastic and faith-filled person

to serve as Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
for the parish. The parish serves 1,500 households in a
mixed suburban/rural area. We are looking for someone
eager to share the Catholic faith with youth from middle
school through High School, with young adults 20 to 40,
and on a limited basis with college campus ministry at
nearby Messiah College. he position is full-time with
benefits, in a team-oriented parish environment. There is
an active core team for youth ministry. Applicants should
have prior experience in youth ministry and be active
Catholics. A related college degree (education, theology,
etc.) is preferred. Please apply to Msgr. William J. King at
frwking@hbgdiocese.org, or during business hours stop
by the parish office at 310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg
PA 17055.
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World and National News
World Meeting
Continued from 1

Archbishop Chaput went on stage
to greet the pope, and there they embraced and chatted briefly. The pope,
who chooses the venue for each world
families’ meeting, thanked the archbishop for his willingness to host.
The former archbishop of Denver,
who has been leading the Philadelphia
Archdiocese since September, said the
event will be “a blessing for us.”
“It’s really a great opportunity for us
to preach the Gospel and celebrate the
gifts of our families and marriage,” he
said.
“Philadelphia is in the midst of a
very difficult time and I hope that
(the 2015 meeting) will be a way of
celebrating our commitment to be a
Church of the new evangelization that
looks forward to the future with confidence and joy,” he said.
Archbishop Chaput said he was contacted six weeks ago by the Pontifical
Council for the Family and told it had
picked Philadelphia as one of three
possible cities for the next world gathering.
The council wanted to know if the
archbishop would be willing to host
before it sent the candidate cities’
names on to the pope for the final selection.
Archbishop Chaput said he spelled
out very clearly to the council the
archdiocese’s financial struggles, saying it could only host a significantly
limited gathering.
“We envisioned a gathering of
60,000 to 80,000 rather than 300,000”
people, he said.
Despite
the
limitations,
the
pope””still decided to come to Philadelphia knowing that it would prob-

ably be a different scale of celebration than they’ve been used to.”
The meeting in Milan was the
archbishop’s first World Meeting of
Families and he said he was moved
by families’ personal testimonies
and very impressed with the same
kind of joy and enthusiasm seen at
World Youth Days, which he has actively attended for years.
The world family gathering is not
so well known or understood in the
United States, he said, and hosting
the event will be a great way to positively promote the Catholic understanding of marriage and family in a
very public way during a time when
marriage is undergoing legal redefinition and the family is facing ongoing challenges.
He said he did not know why the
pope chose Philadelphia, but said
the choice represented “the Holy
Father blessing us” with a unique
opportunity to boost Catholics’ spirits and re-energize their efforts and
commitment to living and spreading
the Gospel.
It would also be an important way
for families to share their experiences and insight, he said, adding
he hoped to be able to replicate in
Philadelphia the same kind of energy and enthusiasm he saw in Milan.
The World Meeting of Families,
which celebrates and aims to help
families live their Christian vocation, is organized by the Pontifical
Council for the Family.
The first world meeting was held
in Rome in 1994. Since then it has
taken place in Rio de Janeiro, in
1997; Rome in 2000; Manila in
2003; Valencia, Spain, in 2006; and
Mexico City in 2009.

USCCB Meeting
Continued from 1

procedures the Catholic Church opposes, including abortion-inducing
drugs, artificial contraceptives and sterilizations. The mandate was announced
Aug. 1, 2011, as part of the rules HHS
is issuing to implement the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act passed
in 2010.
Other concerns have surfaced that
worry the bishops, including court
rulings and policy decisions that have
forced Catholic institutions out of
adoption and foster care.
Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the bishops’ Ad Hoc
Committee on Religious Liberty, told
Catholic News Service he will update
the status of the series of lawsuits filed
May 21 across the country by Catholic
institutions and organizations challenging the HHS mandate. He also planned
to discuss the major activities around
the country for the “fortnight for freedom” campaign in support of religious
freedom called by the ad hoc committee for June 21 to July 4.
He said he also will review “ongoing efforts to educate Catholics and the
general public on the Church’s teaching on religious liberty and religious
heritage as Americans.”
Bishop Richard E. Pates of Des
Moines, Iowa, chairman of the bishops’
Committee on International Justice
and Peace, will address religious liberty concerns internationally during the
two-hour discussion. Two other speakers will join Bishop Pates during the
session to offer ways Americans can be
in solidarity with the Church abroad.
Chaldean Auxiliary Bishop Shlemon
Warduni of Baghdad, who serves as
president of Caritas Iraq, will describe
the situation facing Christians in the
Middle Eastern country.
Thomas F. Farr, director of the Religious Freedom Project at the Berkley

Center for Religion Peace and World
Affairs at Georgetown University, will
provide an overview of challenges to
religious freedom around the world.
“Our view is that the two [sides of
religious liberty] are very much interrelated,” Archbishop Lori said. “It’s
important for us to keep the torch of religious liberty burning brightly at home
so we can be a beacon of hope for people everywhere, particularly for people
who are suffering real persecution.”
Representatives of the National Review Board will look at the progress
made on preventing incidents of clergy
sexual abuse since the adoption of the
charter in Dallas in 2002 and offer recommendations on how to strengthen
its implementation for the future, said
Mary Jane Doerr, associate director of
the bishops’ Secretariat of Child and
Youth Protection.
The report will examine accomplishments under the four sections of the
charter: healing, effective response, accountability and protecting the faith.
The National Review Board also will
offer a series of recommendations to
the bishops stemming from the “causes
and context” study conducted by the
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
of the City University of New York
released in 2011. The study found “no
single identifiable ‘cause’ of sexually
abusive behavior toward minors” by
clergy and encouraged steps to deny
abusers “the opportunity to abuse.”
The recommendations will encompass the main factors identified in the
study: education, situational prevention, and oversight and accountability,
Doerr told CNS.
“They want the recommendations to
broaden the audience, not just to members of the Church, but to the community at large. We’re all responsible for
protecting children,” Doerr explained.

Federal Court Overturns Defense of
Marriage Act; Appeal Presumed
Catholic News Service
With a ruling that acknowledged
the final decision will be up to the Supreme Court, a federal appeals court
declared the Defense of Marriage Act
unconstitutional May 31.
The 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the provision of the
1996 federal law, known as DOMA,
that defines marriage as “a legal union
between one man and one woman as
husband and wife.”
The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Massachusetts Catholic Conference, which had urged the
court to uphold the law, jointly issued
a press release June 1 calling the ruling disappointing.
“The federal appeals court in Boston did a grave injustice yesterday by
striking down that part of the Defense
of Marriage Act that reasonably recognizes the reality that marriage is
the union of one man and one woman,” said the statement from Bishop
Salvatore J. Cordileone of Oakland,
Calif., chairman of the bishops’ Subcommittee for the Promotion and De-

fense of Marriage. “DOMA is part of
our nation’s long-established body
of law rooted in the true meaning of
marriage.”
The president of the National Organization for Marriage, which opposes
same-sex marriage, accused the judges of inventing the legal path to the
ruling.
“Liberal federal judges in Massachusetts and California have resorted
to making up legal standards in order
to justify redefining marriage,” said a
statement from Brian Brown “They
realize the legal precedent doesn’t
allow them to redefine marriage, so
they are making up new standards to
justify imposing their values on the
rest of the nation.”
Judge Michael Boudin, who wrote
the opinion, was appointed to the
1st Circuit by President George H.
W. Bush. The other two judges who
joined the opinion were Judge Sandra
Lynch, appointed by President Bill
Clinton; and Judge Juan Torruella,
appointed by President Ronald Reagan.

The panel cited previous Supreme
Court rulings that struck down laws
determined to be discriminatory
against a class of people as being
among the keys to their ruling. They
also stayed their ruling pending review by the Supreme Court.
The case was brought against the
federal government by a group of
same-sex married couples and several widowed spouses, all from Massachusetts. They seek access to federal
benefits such as Social Security that
would be available to heterosexual
married couples but are blocked under DOMA.
The law was passed soon after
Hawaii’s Supreme Court held that it
might violate the state constitution to
deny marriage to same-sex couples.
Amid concern that states would soon
begin to allow same-sex marriages,
Congress passed and President Bill
Clinton signed the 230-word law,
which the appeals court described as
“one of the shortest major enactments
in recent history.”
Since then, 30 states have passed

constitutional prohibitions on samesex marriage while six states and the
District of Columbia have passed
laws permitting it. Another dozen
states, including Hawaii, have laws
recognizing civil unions between
people of the same sex.
The 1st Circuit was reviewing only
the provision of DOMA that defines
“marriage” and “spouse,” not its provision guaranteeing that no state or
territory is required to recognize a
marriage recognized by another state
or territory.
The court said the case was difficult, “because it couples issues of
equal protection and federalism with
the need to assess the rationale for a
congressional statute.”
That rationale is “open to interpretation,” the judges said, adding: “We
have done our best to discern the direction of these precedents, but only
the Supreme Court can finally decide
this unique case.”
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Enveloped by trees and situated in a neighborhood setting, the 90-bed St. Samuel Center offers the amenities of home to the residents of the Interfaith Shelter for
Homeless Families, Evergreen House and Lourdeshouse.

Blessing
Continued from 1

grace the walls and rooms of the facility. He
then walked through the center to bless its
private bedrooms and common areas.
The ceremony included the poignant
reading of the Scripture passage from Matthew 25:31-46, in which Jesus commands
his followers to feed the hungry, give drink
to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the
stranger, care for the sick, and visit the imprisoned.
Bishop McFadden told those gathered
that the work of the Interfaith Shelter,
Lourdeshouse and Evergreen House is done
in response to that Scripture passage.
“It is Jesus who tells us that we are to take
care of one another. It is Jesus’ command to
us to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked,
to give counsel to those who are ill, and to
provide a shelter for them. In doing that, we
are really serving the Lord,” he said.
“What we are doing here is part of our
faith. The St. Samuel Center is an important
part of our Church, it’s an important part of
our faith. It’s what we do, and we cannot
separate that out as though it’s some other
type of ministry,” Bishop McFadden said.
“For us, this is who we are. This is our
faith. This is our religion…. We are called
to live our faith each and every day by the
ministries that we do,” he said.
The families of the Interfaith Shelter
moved into St. Samuel Center on May 31.
The program’s staff members welcomed
the families with fresh linens and towels
and a home-cooked meal.
The Interfaith Shelter serves entire family units, and in the past reporting year,
it offered assistance to 569 family members through 13,043 nights and more than
43,000 meals. The program began in 1992
on the grounds of the former Harrisburg
State Hospital, and is the only emergency
shelter for families. It provides assistance
in securing permanent housing, clothing,
food, baby supplies, and services to address
the issues that perpetuate homelessness and
poverty.
“Last year, we saw an increase in single
fathers with children, and married couples
with or without children. It’s an honor to
serve to so many diverse families,” said
program director Hilary Hoover.

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden blesses one of the rooms at St. Samuel
Center in Lower Paxton Township, which will provide shelter and services
to the clients of three of Catholic Charities’ residential programs.
“What makes Interfaith so special is that
every family has their own bedroom. A lot
of families are very frightened when they
come into a shelter, and may picture sleeping in a very large room with lots of people.
Here, we try to treat them with respect and
dignity, to allow them to feel like they’re in
their very own home,” she told The Catholic Witness.
“We’re incredibly blessed by our families. Anytime that you help other people,
you see that it’s a very reciprocal process.

As much as you hope to bless them, they
bless us in return,” she said.
Lourdeshouse Maternity Home offers
comprehensive maternity care to up to 12
women at any given time. Typically, they
are single women who have no support from
their families, are homeless, or have just
come out of prison. Lourdeshouse monitors
their medical care and nutrition, and offers
a supportive environment throughout their
pregnancy and up to six months after the
birth of their babies.

How to Help
You can assist the St. Samuel Center and its residents in a variety of ways.
Naming opportunities are available for the three programs located in the facility,
including common rooms, kitchens and bedrooms.
Donations are welcome for the establishment of a playground for the children of
the Interfaith Shelter, and to help defray operating expenses.
You can also assist the programs by donating items from their wish lists, which
can be found at the “Homes for Healing” link at www.hbgdiocese.org/charities.
Wish list items include household mops and cleaning supplies for the Interfaith
Shelter; alarm clocks, radios and a sectional sofa for Lourdeshouse; and feminine
hygiene products, date books and gel pens for Evergreen House.
For additional information, to donate, or to express interest in sponsorship opportunities, contact Chris Meehan, Development Director for Catholic Charities, at
717-657-4804 or cmeehan@hbgdiocese.org.

Here, mothers and infants can continue
to receive support services until the babies
reach 12 months of age. Services include
housing, case management, childbirth education, parenting classes, pantry items, and
access to other Catholic Charities services
such as counseling and adoption services.
The program served a combined 60 residents and babies in the past reporting year.
Lourdeshouse program director Renee
Ramp said the women are looking forward
to moving into St. Samuel Center, where
they will continue to develop bonds with
each other and with staff members.
“Sometimes it takes awhile to get to
where they want you to help them, because they still are hesitant to trust because
of some of their past issues, but once you
gain that trust, you become like a part of
their family,” she said. “The women really
rely on us to help them with whatever they
need. And sometimes when their babies are
six months old, they don’t want to leave because we’ve become their family.”
Evergreen House provides a safe and
nurturing environment to women in recovery from addiction. The program assists
women in achieving long-term recovery,
locating stable housing and participating
in job readiness training and/or education.
Services include referrals to mental health
and/or vocational rehabilitation services,
transportation to appointments, family visits to create positive support networks, and
individual treatment, group therapy and
education.
This program was founded in 1985, and
provided hope to 62 women in the past reporting year. The average stay at Evergreen
House is four to six months.
“In a short amount of time, we provide
an array of resources and referrals to help
get these ladies’ lives back together. It’s a
tremendous feat, but the women go out into
the community and they do succeed,” said
program director Lydia Porter.
During the dedication ceremony, she expressed her enthusiasm for the new prospects that St. Samuel Center offers the residents served by the three programs.
“This is sort of like a birthday for us, all
of us coming together to do something new.
It’s a beginning…. This is an opportunity
for us to be a powerhouse of human services and help as many people as we can with
an array of needs,” she said.

16 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, JUNE 8, 2012

Faith and Life

International Eucharistic Congress Is Ireland’s
Largest Religious Event Since 1979 Papal Visit
By Michael Kelly
Catholic News Service
The weeklong 50th International Eucharistic Congress, which gets underway in Dublin June 10, will
be Ireland’s largest religious event since Pope John
Paul II visited in 1979.
The celebration of faith offers a lively mixture of
prayer, reflection and liturgy with participation from
some of the leading voices in the Catholic world.
Organizers promise an estimated 12,000 overseas visitors the traditional Irish “cead mile failte”
– “a hundred thousand welcomes.” Many Dubliners
have opened their homes to pilgrims.
Events were set to begin June 10 with an open-air
Mass celebrated by Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops.
The Royal Dublin Society – normally a venue
for equestrian events, rugby matches and election
counts – will be transformed into a “Eucharistic Village” where, according to organizers, “the Eucharist
will be celebrated in the liturgy, adored in the prayer
space and lived in the experience of each pilgrim.”
Each day there are talks, reflections and guided
prayer hosted by leading lay voices such as Brother
Alois Leser, German prior of the Taize community; Maria Voce, president of the Focolare Movement; and Carl A. Anderson, supreme knight of the
Knights of Columbus.
Before converging on the main congress arena,
pilgrims will gather daily for Mass in their respective language groups at churches across the city.
There also is a program dedicated for younger pilgrims running side-by-side with the main schedule
of events.
Father Kevin Doran, secretary general of the congress, said the event is a celebration of culture as
much as it is of faith.
“This festival consists not only of testimonies,
catechesis, celebrations and workshops, but also a
wide range of activities throughout the week: movies, choirs, cultural exhibitions, plays, gospel music, traditional Irish music, liturgical dance, Chris-
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An exterior view shows St. Mary of the Angels on Church
Street, Dublin, May 23. A new city center “camino,” or pilgrim
walk, has been launched in Dublin as part of the celebrations
surrounding the International Eucharistic Congress set for
June 10-17.

tian rock bands, orchestras, workshops on song and
other artistic expressions,” he said.
The theme, chosen by Pope Benedict XVI, is The
Eucharist: Communion With Christ and With One
Another. That theme will be examined by an international cadre of Church leaders from around the
world including Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa and Cardinal Peter
Turkson, president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.
While the week is a celebratory in nature, there
also will be poignant reminders of the recent history of the Church in Ireland. A special healing
stone dedicated to those who have suffered abuse by
priests and religious will be unveiled at the opening
ceremony, while a day will be dedicated to reconciliation with a special liturgy.
Complex issues such as Christian hope in the
context of suffering will be addressed by Christian
leaders from troubled parts of the world. Among the
speakers:
Chaldean Archbishop Bashar Warda of Irbil, Iraq,
will discuss the suffering of Christians in his the
battle-scarred country.
Latin Patriarch Fouad Twal of Jerusalem will describe conditions for religious minorities in the Holy
Land.
Rose Busingye, executive director of Meeting
Point International, will speak of her experiences in
Uganda in treating and advocating for people with
AIDS.
Pilgrims also will be able to view an exhibition
that recreates Capernaum in the time of Jesus. The
three-dimensional exhibit will give visitors the opportunity to transport themselves to the village on
the shores of the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus spent
much time during his public ministry.
The closing Mass will take pilgrims across the
Liffey River to Croke Park on the north side of Dublin. More than 80,000 pilgrims are expected to attend the liturgy, which will include a live video-link
with Pope Benedict from the Vatican.

Honoring Those Who Serve
Active and retired military members and their families gathered at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., on May 20, for the annual
National Memorial Mass of the Archdiocese for the Military Services.
The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Timothy Broglio, archbishop
for the Military Services, USA. “Are
we not here to celebrate our communion with those who gave their lives
on the battlefield? (And) we ask God’s
blessing on all those in harm’s way,”
the archbishop said. “It is important to
thank everyone who committed himself or herself to defense of the principles and values of this country.”
The Mass included the posting and
the retiring of the Colors, the singing
of the National Anthem and “America the Beautiful.: There was also a
mournful sounding of “Taps” for those
whom Archbishop Broglio said “made
the ultimate sacrifice” during the past
year.
The Archdiocese for the Military Services was created by Pope
John Paul II to provide the Catholic
Church’s full range of pastoral ministries and spiritual services to those in
the United States Armed Forces. This
includes more than 220 installations
in 29 countries, patients in 153 V.A.
Medical Centers, and federal employees serving outside the boundaries of
the USA in 134 countries.
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U.S. Naval Academy cadet Jason M. Davin of Yorktown Heights, N.Y., stands ready to greet worshippers arriving for the
18th annual National Memorial Mass of the Archdiocese for the Military Services at the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Washington May 20.

