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New Holy Infant Church
is Testament to Faith
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The new Holy Infant Church stands as a testament to the Catholic faith along Conewago Creek Road in Manchester. Parishioners gathered there June 19 for the Rite
of Dedication, celebrated by Bishop Edward Malesic, former pastor and current Bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg. Concelebrants of the solemn Mass included
Bishop Ronald Gainer, Father Mark Weiss, pastor, and Father Anthony Dill, a native son of the parish.

Parishioners Heartened to Share the Good News
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Returning to the Diocese of Harrisburg to celebrate
the Rite of Dedication of the new Holy Infant Church,
where he had served as pastor for 11 years before
his ordination and installation as the Fifth Bishop of
the Diocese of Greensburg last July, Bishop Edward
Malesic told the joyful congregation gathered for the
solemn and rich Mass that family is what makes a
building a home.
“It truly is great to be back with all of you and to
see so many familiar faces,” he told the several hundred parishioners during the magnificent occasion.
“You have all worked so hard, and it is now right and

good to dedicate this church to God. It is the fruit of
your labor and a result of God’s blessing…. Today, I
would want to be nowhere else.”
The dedication, celebrated on a sunny June 19, began on the church’s grounds along Conewago Creek
Road in Manchester, York County, as Bishop Malesic, Bishop Ronald Gainer, Father Mark Weiss, pastor, other clergy members and the choir led the congregation in procession and song to the church doors.
Bishop Malesic handed the church keys to Father
Weiss, who led an expectant congregation into the
spacious and sun-lit church.
An overflow crowd took seats in the spacious narthex, colored by the hues of light shining through
the stained-glass window of the Ascension, a piece

Carmelites Break
Ground for Monastery
Discalced Carmelite nuns look on as Auxiliary Bishop
William Waltersheid of Pittsburgh speaks during a
groundbreaking ceremony for a new monastery in
Fairfield. The Carmelite community currently in Elysburg
is growing in number, and seeking to build a new Carmel.
See page 2.
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obtained from a closed church in the Diocese of Allentown. The parish’s statue of the Infant of Prague
enjoys a prominent space along the glass doors that
lead into the church.
Inside the church, parishioners filled the spacious
pews that seat up to 310 worshipers, and were welcomed by familiar pieces from the former church
several miles away in York Haven, including the crucifix and altar, and statues of Mary and the Infant Jesus, St. Joseph and the Virgin Mary from the Saginaw
chapel, where Holy Infant traces its roots.
Bishop Malesic then processed through the church
and narthex, sprinkling the church and the congregation with holy water.
More HOLY INFANT CHURCH, page 8
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Giving All to God

Growth of Carmelite Community Prompts
Groundbreaking in Fairfield for New Monastery

Shielded by the habit of their foundress St. Teresa of Avila, six Discalced
Carmelite nuns traipsed a plot of farmland in Fairfield, looking across the vista above southern Adams County and
pondered what the future will bring for
the verdant grounds.
Here, just a stone’s throw from Immaculate Conception Church, the Carmelite community – enclosed in the
Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in
Elysburg since 2009 – rejoiced in a ceremony June 13 to break ground for a
new Carmel.
When the community arrived in the
diocese seven years ago, 11 nuns had
come to the monastery in Elysburg because they had more numbers than their
Carmel in Lincoln, Neb., could accommodate.
Since that time, their numbers have
more than doubled in Elysburg, with
24 in the monastery there; ten solemnly
professed, 12 novices and two postulants.
Six of the solemnly professed nuns
– including Mother Stella-Marie, prioress – normally hidden from the world,
stood before a crowd of clergy and
supporters for the groundbreaking,
chanting Psalms and the Litany of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Latin during the
ceremony.
“Clearly, the Lord is smiling and shining on our gathering this Monday morning, as we ask God’s blessing now and
always on this land, on the building we
pray soon to be begun and completed,
and on the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph who will be enclosed in the proposed building here,” Bishop Gainer
remarked to onlookers, many of them
members of the Friends of Carmel.
“I thank God for the presence of the
Carmelite community in our diocese,
a true powerhouse of prayer,” he said.
“It is absolutely impossible to even try
to calculate the graces and the favors
that our Diocese of Harrisburg receives
through the intercessory lives and
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A blue sky blankets farmland in Fairfield, as six Discalced Carmelite nuns from
the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Elysburg turn towards a groundbreaking
ceremony for a new Carmel to accommodate their rising numbers. The nuns are
prohibited from being identified in photographs.

Mother Stella-Marie, prioress, Bishop Ronald Gainer and Auxiliary Bishop William
Waltersheid of Pittsburgh break ground at the site of the proposed monastery
June 13 in Fairfield.

prayers of the Carmelite nuns. I thank
God for their presence, and I thank God
for this sign of newness and growth for

the Carmelite community.”
Also present for the blessing and
breaking of the ground were Auxiliary

Bishop William Waltersheid of Pittsburgh, who was serving as Secretary
for Clergy and Consecrated Life in the
Diocese of Harrisburg and was instrumental in joining then-Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades in bringing the Discalced Carmelites to Elysburg.
“What a beautiful part of the life of
the Diocese of Harrisburg the Carmelite
nuns of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph have been!” he exclaimed. “And
how graced we have all been to come
to know them. How their prayers have
aided us, priests and lay people, each
and every day that they have been here.”
“Now, here we find ourselves on this
hill, where, please God, many, many
years of prayer and sacrifice and loving
relationship with the Beloved Master,
Jesus, will happen in the lives of generations of Carmelite nuns in the future,”
Bishop Waltersheid said.”
Mother Stella-Marie joined Bishop
Gainer and Bishop Waltersheid in ceremonially piercing shovels into the
ground, land owned and donated by a
benefactor.
The Discalced Carmelites are one of
three contemplative communities in the
Diocese of Harrisburg, the others being
the Carmelites in Danville, who formerly lived in the monastery in Elysburg,
and the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary in Lancaster.
At the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, the nuns give themselves totally to God. Their days are scheduled
around times of silent prayer, the Divine
Office, Mass, recitation of the Rosary
and time before the Blessed Sacrament.
They also have times of work – making
clothes, baking bread or tending to the
garden – and recreation – sewing, artwork or storytelling.
While members of the general public
are welcome to attend Mass in the monastery chapel, the nuns are hidden from
view behind a full metal grille. Visits
from family members are limited, and
take place in a “speakroom.”
“They work behind cloistered walls.
They go away; going away not to get
away, but to immerse even more deeply into the pain and the suffering and
the evil of the time,” said Father John
Szada, chaplain to the community. “By
closing off the world, they are able to
see it much more clearly, much more
deeply, and understand it more in depth.
It is to that that they dedicate their lives
to prayer, mortification and sacrifice.”
More NEW MONASTERY, page 14

Offer Your
Assistance
to Carmel

Clergy gather for the groundbreaking ceremony for the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Fairfield June 13. From left
are Father John Szada, chaplain of the Discalced Carmelite nuns; Msgr. Timothy Thorburn, Vicar General of the Diocese
of Lincoln, Nebraska, from where the nuns in the Elysburg monastery came in 2009; Auxiliary Bishop William Waltersheid
of Pittsburgh, former Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated Life for the Diocese of Harrisburg; and Bishop Ronald Gainer
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.

“Friends of Carmel JMJ” is
a non-profit organization
dedicated to assisting the
Discalced Carmelite Nuns
of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph in Elysburg. To
learn how you can donate
financially to the new
monastery, volunteer your
services to the nuns, or make a
prayer request, contact:
Friends of Carmel JMJ
508-367-3201
www.FriendsofCarmelJMJ.org
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Local Roman Catholic and Lutheran Bishops
Urge Greater Understanding and Fellowship
From Diocesan Communications
Roman Catholics and Lutherans of
Central Pennsylvania are being urged
by their bishops to study, discuss and
preach about how the two traditions
are moving toward greater understanding and fellowship.
Three bishops – the Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Harrisburg, the Rev. Robert L. Driesen of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), and the
Rev. James S. Dunlop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod (ELCA) – together released a pastoral letter calling on
Roman Catholic and Lutheran clergy
and laity to explore the joint statement
Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist “in their preaching,
teaching, and parish planning.”
The bishops’ letter will potentially
reach more than 374,000 Lutherans
and Catholics in 456 worshiping communities across 19 Pennsylvania counties.
Since 1965, Catholics and Lutherans have engaged in international and
regional dialogue aimed at greater understanding and appreciation of each
other’s traditions, while also seeking to
promote greater harmony and resolve
longstanding tensions and differences.
Declaration on the Way, released last
fall from the Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the
United States Conference on Catholic

World Youth
Day Stateside
Update
The planned diocesan celebration of World Youth Day-Stateside for July 30-31 has been canceled. The first of its kind event
for the diocese scheduled to be
held in Lancaster would have offered a local version of the experience had by those World Youth
Day pilgrims traveling to Krakow,
Poland. The diocesan pilgrimage
to World Youth Day in Poland is
not affected by this decision. Low
registration was cited as the reason
for the cancelation of the stateside
event. Refunds will be provided. Questions can be directed to
717-657-4804, ext. 321.
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Three bishops, pictured from left, the Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg, the Rev. James S. Dunlop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod (ELCA) and the Rev. Robert L. Driesen of the Upper
Susquehanna Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), sign
a pastoral letter June 7 calling on Roman Catholic and Lutheran clergy and
laity to explore the joint statement Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and
Eucharist “in their preaching, teaching, and parish planning.”

Bishops and the ELCA, articulates 32
Statements of Agreement where Catholics and Lutherans concur that there
are not church-dividing differences
between them. The Statements include
the church’s foundation in God’s saving work, the means of grace, the nature of ministry and certain aspects of
the Eucharist. Among the specific actions encouraged in the Statements are:

For local Catholic and Lutheran
clergy to gather regularly for common
prayer and study.
For local Catholic and Lutheran religious educators to develop together
materials that inform their students
about the most important aspects of
our communities.
For Catholics and Lutherans to work
together to care for those with spiri-

tual, emotional and physical needs in
their community.
The Declaration further addresses 15
topics of dialogue about which there
are varying degrees of doctrinal difference, sketching some possible ways
forward.
With the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation on the horizon in 2017,
Declaration on the Way affirms how far
Lutherans and Catholics have come toward visible Christian unity and offers
encouragement to continue in faith and
hope “on the way” to healing differences and to a growing partnership in witness, service, and fellowship. The Declaration reminds that the starting point
is a common faith, a shared Creed, and
a deeply held desire for unity in the
spirit of Jesus’ prayer “That all may be
one” (John 17:21).
The bishops’ pastoral letter sets an
encouraging tone for education and
continued dialogue. “As Lutherans and
Catholics continue to walk the way
toward communion, we hope that the
mighty works of the Lord will be proclaimed by our charity toward one another, which is at the heart of the Gospel of Mercy,” the letter states.
An electronic version of Declaration on the Way is available for
download at http://www.usccb.org/
beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenicaland-interreligious/ecumenical/
lutheran/upload/Declaration_on_the_
Way-for-Website.pdf

“SAVE THE DATE”

2016 Diocesan Women’s Conference October 15, 2016
Bishop McDevitt High School - 1 Crusader Way Harrisburg

Theme: Wrapped in God’s Merciful Love
Keynote Speaker—Kimberly Hahn
Principal Celebrant and Homilist—
The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL, Bishop of Harrisburg
Conference includes: Keynote Address, Workshop Sessions, Confession,
Eucharistic Adoration, Praise and Worship, Celebration of Mass, and Fellowship
with Hundreds of Women!
Registration materials will soon be made available in parishes and on the diocesan website.

For information contact Jim Gontis at (717) 657 – 4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@hbgdiocese.org

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar

Part-Time Position Available
Newman Club Coordinator for Catholic Campus Ministry,
Messiah College in Grantham, PA
Help Catholic students live their Catholic faith.

• June 25 – Attend St. Joseph Squirettes of Mary Breakfast, St. Joseph
Parish, Mechanicsburg, 9:30 a.m.; Install Father Paul Fisher as Pastor of St.
Rose of Lima Parish, York, 5 p.m.
• June 26 – Install Father Mark Wilke as Pastor of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.; Celebrate Mass for
Ladies PA Slovak Catholic Union Convention, St. Francis Xavier Church,
Gettysburg, 3 p.m.
• June 30 – Seminarian Family Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.
• July 5 – St. Pauline Visitainer Center Mass, Kulpmont, 7 p.m.
• July 6 – Fiat Days, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md.
• July 10 – Anniversary Mass for Couples Married 50 Years, Good
Shepherd Church, Camp Hill, 2 p.m.

Catholic Campus Ministry at Messiah College is seeking a Newman Club
Coordinator, a part-time, ten-month position for our Christ-centered Catholic
Campus Ministry. Ten to 15 hours per week during the academic year. Responsibilities include: being present and accessible for students, faculty and
staff; mentoring students and developing strong student Catholic leaders; coordinating meetings and activities to help enrich students’ Catholic faith; acting as primary liaison with the local Catholic parish, the Catholic Diocese and
the College Campus Ministries Office. We offer competitive salary. This position requires fully initiated active member of the Catholic Church. Preferred
candidates will have previous experience in youth/young adult ministry and a
strong academic background in a related field.
All interested applicants should submit a resume and
cover letter by July 15, 2016 to: employment@hbgdiocese.org
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Instruct the Ignorant
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Some time ago, I was invited to attend an opening of an art show in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. The show consisted of pieces from the Sienese
School of Art. This “school” flourished in Siena, Italy, during the 13th to the 15th centuries and focused on miraculous events within Scripture and Tradition found within the
Catholic Church. Many of the pieces
in the show were never seen within
Thoughts
the United States. Several of them I
from a Catholic
only knew from seeing pictures. So,
Evangelist
I was very excited to see them first
Sister
Geralyn
hand!
Schmidt, SCC
Upon entrance to the museum,
I was surprised to see such a great
number of individuals. I soon became
aware that many of those present were not Catholic, nor
were they aware of the religious teachings represented within the pieces. As
I gazed on The Creation of the World and the Expulsion from Paradise,1 a
woman turned to me and asked me about a religious symbol she saw within
the piece. Because of my habit, she obviously thought I would know the
answer. Remarkably, I did. With that, several individuals began asking me
more questions about each piece. I soon had a “tour group” following me
and asking questions about art history as well as theology. For me, it was an
amazing moment of evangelization about teachings of the Catholic Church
found within art! Most of what I shared with my inexperienced “class” left
them awed in the ability of these unknown artists to graphically express their
faith in ways that still had meaning.
I could not help thinking of this as I began writing about the spiritual work
of mercy, Instruct the Ignorant.
Most people think official “instruction” of the Church is left to the bishops, priests and deacons as well as the sisters. Yes, it is true that the pope and
the bishops compose the Magisterium: the official teachers of the Catholic
Church, while the ordained clergy, the priests and deacons, assist the bishop
in his teaching. All of the faithful are called by God to teach, “to instruct the
ignorant.” Let me explain.
At first glance, to call someone “ignorant” might seem offensive to that individual. Look at it this way. The “ignorant” are individuals that are inexperienced or unaware of something. When you “spin” instructing the ignorant
in this manner, it seems a bit more reasonable – at least to me!
This type of teaching requires the simple sharing of an individual faith
story. How did you come to believe in Jesus and why do you continue believing? By answering these two questions, an individual, our “instructor”,
proclaims personal experience and personal testimony of how God is real to
them. By being transparent and sharing one’s heart, one can share the simple
joy of what Jesus has done in one’s life. It can be boiled down to, “How have
you seen divine love incarnated within your story?” Think about that for a
moment.
Remember the moment you said, “Yes!” to a marriage proposal. Or, the
moment in which you said, “I do!” Or, the moment in which you held your
child for the first time and thought about his or her complete dependence
upon you. Or, the moment in which you publically proclaimed, “I vow to
Almighty God ….”
This not about how many degrees you possess or how much philosophy
you know. It’s about an ever deepening relationship with Jesus that you do
have. It’s about the wisdom of the Church and the faith that you live every
day. It’s about the gifts that you have and the personality that you were born
with being used as a modern day instrument to spread God’s amazing love!
The trick is, share it! The trick is, look within the painting of your life and
see the strokes of grace within it!
1
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/images/h5/h5_1975.1.31.jpg
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has
called them to be.)
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St. Joseph: Model for
Husbands and Fathers
By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness
Have you ever been watching or reading the news and wondered or said aloud,
“What is going on in the world?” What used to be recognized as
absurd has become the new normal. St. Thomas More, patron
saint of statesmen and politicians, and an outstanding husband
and father said, “The times are never
so bad but that a good man can live in
Vox Clamantis
them.” But he did not say that all times
and places are equal.
One Crying in
There is a crisis in the family and a crithe Wilderness
sis of fatherhood.
Jim Gontis
This is not breaking news. As the family goes, so goes society. The renewal of
authentic fatherhood is crucial to the renewal of the family, which, in turn, is key to the renewal of the
culture, the Church, and the world.
I have been blessed with a good father and mother, for which I am grateful to
God. They took care of us, sacrificed, raised us in the faith, and were strong in natural virtues. I realize not everyone is so fortunate. But God the Father is the perfect
Father and model for all fatherhood. St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster-father
of Jesus, is an icon of God the Father.
Years ago, a priest-friend of mine, Father Frederick Miller, suggested I pray the
Litany of St. Joseph for various intentions that I mentioned to him, especially for
my family intentions. I have been praying it ever since. While it is impossible in
this article to cover all titles and attributes of Joseph mentioned in the litany, I
would like to focus on a few. The litany can serve both as a prayer asking Joseph’s
intercession and as a kind of examination of conscience for us husbands and fathers. Here we go:
* St. Joseph, Zealous Defender of Christ, pray for us!
Do I love Christ and his Church? Do I live a sacramental life? Do I make sure
that my kids also go every week to Mass? Do I realize that Jesus founded the
Catholic Church and that Jesus and his Church are inseparable both now and for
eternity? Am I a defender of Christ and his Church or, like Saul before his conversion, do I persecute Christ’s holy, Catholic Church?
“St. Joseph, help my family and me to love Jesus and His Church and to be good
witnesses to the faith in word and deed.”
* St. Joseph, Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us!
I am certainly not the spouse of Mary. Neither are you. But we should be devoted
children of hers. Do I practice devotion to Mary and teach my children to? Do I
pray my Rosary? Do I pray it with my wife and kids?
“St. Joseph, you were completely devoted to the Mother
of God, help my family and me to be as well!”
* St. Joseph, Head of the Holy Family, pray for us!
Am I a loving, self-sacrificing servant of my wife and children? Do I lead by
example, or sometimes (or often) expect more from my wife and kids than I do of
myself?
“St. Joseph, help me to be consistent in loving and self-sacrificial service to my
wife and children.”
* St. Joseph, Most Chaste, Guardian of Virgins, Mainstay of Families, pray
for us!
Do I practice modesty in language and dress? Am I chaste in my actions and seek
to form my children in the virtue of chastity? Do I avoid all forms of pornography
and monitor what my children view and hear via computer, television, movies,
and music? If I won’t let my 12-year-old watch or listen to something, should I be
watching it? Do I show my wife the love and reverence she deserves as a beloved
daughter of the Father? Do I realize that to do so is one of the greatest gifts I can
give my children? Concerning the marital embrace, are my wife and I open in each
instance to the possibility of children, or do we contracept? Am I faithful? Am I
ego-driven or narcissistic, or am I seeking after humility and obedience to the will
of God?
“St. Joseph, Jesus taught that unless we become like little children in innocence,
we shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Help me to be chaste in what I look at, in
my speech, and in my actions. Help me to honor my wife and protect the innocence
of my children. Help me be dependable, present, and consistent.”
* St. Joseph, Mirror of Patience, pray for us!
Patience involves suffering. Joseph suffered much…at Simeon’s words to Mary
at the Presentation, in the flight into Egypt to avoid Herod’s wrath, when he and
Mary lost Jesus at the Jerusalem Temple for three days, and certainly many other
times, too. But we do not hear him complain. In fact, we never hear him utter a
single word in the Bible. Joseph was the just and patient man. He, like Mary, must
have pondered many things in his heart.
“St. Joseph, when I experience difficult times with family, at work, and in sufferings and trials of every kind, help me be patient and gentle.”
* St. Joseph, Lover of Poverty and Model of Workmen, pray for us!
Joseph was a diligent craftsman in his carpentry shop, providing for his family.
He did so in a spirit of simplicity. Am I a hard worker, seeking to provide for my
family, all the while striving for simplicity of life? Do I think I am better than others because of wealth or position? On the other hand, am I envious of the wealth
or position of others?
“St. Joseph, help me to truly keep my family first, while at the same time being
diligent at work. Help me provide for my family without being either haughty or
envious.”
To all Fathers, I wish you a happy belated Father’s Day. May St. Joseph pray
for us.
(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department of Religious Education.)
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Statutes of Limitation
Retroactivity Would
Violate PA Constitution
By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness
The Pennsylvania Senate Judiciary Committee hosted a hearing the
week of June 13 regarding the legality and constitutionality of House
Bill 1947. The measure, passed the Pennsylvania House of Representatives in April, proposes to remove the criminal statute of limitations
(SoL) for childhood sexual abuse and raise the civil SoL from age 30
to 50 moving forward. It also retroactively opens the civil SoL from
survivor’s age 30 to age 50.
Experts on Pennsylvania’s constitution presented their opinions to
Judiciary Committee members with a particular focus on the retroactive provision of the bill. “The purpose of today’s hearing is not to
hear about those facts [that child abuse occurred]” emphasized committee chairman, Sen. Stewart J. Greenleaf (R-Bucks, Montgomery).
“These matters are highly complex and I expect that this committee
will require ample time to carefully consider today’s testimony and
weigh each side.”
Six individuals testified, including Attorney General Kathleen
Kane; Bruce Castor, Solicitor General, Office of Attorney General;
Bruce Antkowiak, Professor of Law at Saint Vincent College; Cary
Silverman, partner in the Public Policy Group with Shook Hardy &
Bacon; Stephen Mikochik, Emeritus Professor of Constitutional Law
at Temple Law School in Philadelphia, Visiting Professor of Jurisprudence at Ave Maria Law School in Florida; and Marci Hamilton,
Academic Director, CHILD USA. Several other experts offered written opinions that were entered into the record.
A video of the hearing and links to the testimony are available
on Sen. Greenleaf’s website, http://www.senatorgreenleaf.com/
audiovideo/.
Bruce Castor, Solicitor General in the Office of Attorney General,
argued “the retroactivity provisions of House Bill 1947 would violate
the Remedies Clause of the Pennsylvania Constitution.” He explained
that he reviewed the opinions of various legal scholars on both sides
of the question in reaching this conclusion. Should the bill become
law and face a court challenge on the issue, the Office of Attorney
General would be charged with defending the question of constitutionality on behalf of the Commonwealth.
Almost all of the testifiers agreed with Castor, citing many of the
same Pennsylvania court cases. Bruce Antkowiak, Professor of Law
at Saint Vincent College, concluded, “Unless the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania abandons a line of precedent reaching back to a time
before the Civil War,” the sections that revive time-barred claims will
fall under constitutional challenge.
“My conclusion is that over 150 years of Pennsylvania law is
consistent and unequivocal on this point: reviving a civil claim for
which the statute of limitations has run impermissibly interferes with
a vested right and violates the Remedies Clause of the Pennsylvania
Constitution,” said attorney Cary Silverman. He further noted that the
Pennsylvania Constitution in Article I, Section 11, contains a provision known as the Remedies Clause. The provision does not permit
the General Assembly to eliminate certain fixed rights, including the
right to bring an accrued claim or the right to assert an established
defense.
Silverman, a partner at Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP law firm and an
adjunct professor at George Washington University Law School, was
asked by the Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania and the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference to closely examine the issue.
Marci Hamilton, a strong proponent of retroactive revivals of civil
statutes of limitation, disagreed. She testified that in her opinion, statutes of limitation are procedural and not substantive and therefore
would be considered by the courts to be constitutional. Hamilton is
also a plaintiff’s attorney who has represented many sexual abuse
victims in cases against the Catholic Church around the country and
here in Pennsylvania.
(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of
Pennsylvania.)

Contact Your Legislator
It is expected that the Senate Judiciary Committee will consider
HB 1947 for a vote in the coming weeks. Visit www.pacatholic.
org for more details about the Church’s serious concerns about
this legislation and how to contact your state Senator through the
Catholic Advocacy Network.
Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues
from the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference at:
www.pacatholic.org
www.facebook.com/pacatholic
www.twitter.com/pacatholic

Op-Ed

Removing the Statute of
Limitations Would Have a
Devastating Effect in Pennsylvania
By Stephen E. Jenkins
Special to The Witness

Pennsylvania House Bill 1947, which has now been sent to the Pennsylvania Senate,
would largely eliminate the statute of limitations relating to allegations of child sexual abuse
by private parties. Among other things, it would allow civil claims for abuse to be brought
at any time until a victim is 50 years old. In addition, some—but not most—victims will be
allowed to bring civil claims for abuse that already happened.
Many politicians and plaintiffs’ lawyers say
that this represents long-needed “reform” and
“justice.” I have a very different perspective.
Supporters of HB 1947
I was the volunteer attorney for a variety of
claim
in media reports that
Catholic institutions in Delaware after a similar
not one school, church or
bill was passed, and similarly celebrated for the
“justice” it would bring. Far from justice and
charitable activity
reform, I saw the devastation it caused and the
has been closed down in
unfairness it created.
states
that have passed of
Supporters of HB 1947 claim in media resimilar legislation. That
ports that not one school, church or charitable
activity has been closed down in states that
claim is wrong.
have passed of similar legislation. That claim
is wrong.
Why are victims of sexual
In Delaware, for example, one excellent inabuse in a public school any
ner-city school, Saint Paul’s, which served a
primarily Hispanic population, was forced to
less deserving or important
shutter its doors because the money it needed
than private-school victims?
to operate went instead to settle the lawsuits.
If justice demands that
Another school, Pope John Paul II, closed only
private-school victims be
months after the settlement because it had a
sudden financial emergency and the money for
given a chance to sue for past
such emergencies had been taken for the settleinjuries what kind of justice is
ment. At least one other school suffered a simiit that says that public-school
lar fate.
victims have no such rights?
Nor did the cuts end there. Ten percent of the
diocesan employees were laid off, and Catholic
Charities, Catholic Cemeteries and many parishes were required to chip in millions of their badly needed dollars to settle the cases. Those
payments reduced the ability of all of them to carry out their ministries.
And where did the money come from? Not from the abusers or wrongdoers who didn’t pay
anything. Instead, every dime originally came from members of the Church who donated
it to help the Church carry out its ministries. In the end probably almost half of the amount
paid in settlement went to lawyers and legal costs.
To make matters worse, the Delaware bill was discriminatory. It allowed suits against
private institutions and churches by victims but prevented most victims of government employees from suing for past abuse. HB 1947 does the same thing. It does not permit victims
of government employees to sue for past sexual abuse. It also requires a victim of future
sexual abuse to prove that a state institution was “grossly negligent,” a much higher standard
than private institutions.
Why this double standard? Why are victims of sexual abuse in a public school any less
deserving or important than private-school victims? If justice demands that private-school
victims be given a chance to sue for past injuries what kind of justice is it that says that
public-school victims have no such rights?
Child sexual abuse is evil, and the abusers deserve to be punished for their terrible
crimes. But HB 1947 isn’t going to punish a single abuser. Instead, it will almost certainly
result in closed schools and reduced ministries, thus hurting the innocent—particularly children and the poor. Meanwhile victims who suffered precisely the same horrifying abuse in
public schools will get nothing merely because the abuse was committed by a government
employee.
How can anyone say that such a bill represents “reform,” much less justice?
(Stephen E. Jenkins is a lawyer in Wilmington, Delaware.)

To report suspected abuse
of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline at:
1-800-932-0313.
To report suspected abuse
of a minor by a church official,
employee or volunteer, also
please call the diocesan toll
free hotline at:
1-800-626-1608
or email: ReportAbuse@
hbgdiocese.org
For more information, visit
www.HbgDiocese.org/protect
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We Must Recognize Dignity of All,
Orlando Bishop Says at Prayer Vigil

By Christine Young and
Teresa Peterson
Catholic News Service
In Orlando and major cities around the nation and the world, people gathered June 13 to
pay tribute to those killed and injured in the
shooting rampage in Orlando the previous day.
About 700 people also gathered to pray for
those attacked and for peace in the world at St.
James Cathedral, less than two miles up the
street from where the shootings took place at
Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando.
The interfaith prayer service was led by Orlando Bishop John G. Noonan, who was joined
on the altar by Bishop Robert N. Lynch of St.
Petersburg, 10 priests of the Orlando Diocese
and other religious leaders.
“Our presence here tonight is a symbol of
hope. We come to pray,” said Bishop Noonan.
He was joined by Imam Tariq Rashid, of
the Islamic Center of Orlando; Bishop Greg
Brewer, of the Episcopal Diocese of Central
Florida; Deacon Michael Matheny, of St. Luke
Episcopal Cathedral; Huseyin Peker, the Atlantic Institute-Central Florida; the Rev. Tom
McCloskey, of First United Methodist Church
in Orlando; and the Revs. John Harris, Downtown Baptist Church, and the Rev. Robert
Spooney, of Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church.
“We come not as different religions but one
in the Lord,” said Bishop Noonan, who noted
that he was familiar with violence in his home
country of Ireland and stressed that people will
only find peace when they recognize the dignity of all people as children of God.
The half-hour service – with readings about
love and peace and songs echoing that message – was a somber one. The prayers were
focused on peace, how God alone is lasting
source of peace and rest. Someone read a reflection on peace by Blessed Oscar Romero,
the Salvadoran archbishop martyred while
saying Mass.
Those wishing to light a candle in the sanctuary were invited to come forward and the
glimmering light filled the church. The congregation exited quietly after singing “Let
There Be Peace on Earth.”
When he invited the local community to attend the service, Bishop Noonan said he hoped
it would provide an opportunity for all to join
one another in prayer that would “bring about
an outpouring of the mercy of God within the
heart of our community.”
He urged people to pray “for healing from
this vicious assault on human life,” for comfort for those suffering loss and “a sincere conversion of heart for all who perpetrate acts of
terror in our world.”
Natalia Gil, a 22-year-old parishioner of St.
Isaac Jogues in Orlando, attended the prayer
service with 10 others from her parish. “We’re
all one big family. We’re here in the name of
Jesus,” she told the Florida Catholic, newspaper of the Diocese of Orlando.

CNS/CARLO ALLEGRI, REUTERS

People hold hands in a circle during a June 12 vigil in an Orlando, Fla., park following a mass shooting at the Pulse gay nightclub in that city earlier that morning.
“We are gathered here because maybe not
all of us have someone in common that we
know, but we are all one community no matter
the religion, what they believed in or who they
were,” she added. Some in her group knew the
victims either by face or by name. One young
woman in the group held back tears and was
unable to speak as she mourned for a cousin
who was at Pulse nightclub that night.
Gil said she spoke for the group when she
said faith is the source of their strength.
“It’s making us want to help our community
more. The strength God has given us, the faith
he has given us. The spirit he has given us to
move forward to want to help others and console others. We are here to receive so we can
give back,” she said.
Imam Rashid, who was invited to participate in the prayer service by his friend Father
John Giel, pastor of Holy Family Parish in Orlando, has lived in Orlando for 22 years and
has three children in the schools in the city.

“I consider this my city and the city of my
children. I feel the same sentiments. This is the
time when the local community from different religions should come together and show
terrorists that no matter how much evil they
do, they cannot break our unity or break our
strength,” he said.
Maria Torres, an accredited representative for Comprehensive Refugee Services at
Catholic Charities of Central Florida, attended
the prayer service to help translate for Spanish
speakers and offer support and consolation to
victim’s families.
Torres, who volunteered at the agency’s
headquarters where family members were told
to wait to hear notifications if loved ones had
survived, said it was a blessing to be at the cathedral.
“We can pray anywhere, but it is a special
blessing to be here at this vigil, to join with
other members of our community in prayer for
the victims and their families,” she said.

CNS/JIM YOUNG,
REUTERS

Mourners grieve
at a June 13 vigil
for the victims of
the mass shooting
at the Pulse gay
nightclub in Orlando, Fla. A lone
gunman, pledging
allegiance to the
Islamic State terrorist group, killed
49 people early
June 12 at the
nightclub.

St. Stephen Parish in Winter Springs also
held a prayer vigil June 13. Nearly 500 people
from all walks of life participated seeking to
receive comfort and to offer comfort to others
through prayer.
The vigil included an opening prayer, music, prayer from St. Francis, Scripture readings, a homily by Father George Dunne, associate pastor, as well as time for reflection and
adoration and a closing prayer.
“There was a sense among our parishioners
that we needed to gather around the Eucharist
in prayer for the victims and their families,”
said Father George Dunne, a member of the
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.
“It was very powerful to witness the sense
of community support and mercy toward one
another,” Father John Bluett, pastor, told the
Florida Catholic.
In the Diocese of Beaumont, Texas, Bishop
Curtis J. Guillory celebrated Mass at St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica for those affected by
the mass shooting, which left 50 dead (including the gunman) and more than 50 wounded.
In his homily, Bishop Guillory said it is OK
to be angry about what happened, as he was,
but that anger shouldn’t take over. “We cannot
allow our anger to be the GPS that moves us.
Rather, it ought to be our faith,” he said.
He also urged the congregation not to “pass
judgment as the perpetrator did on a group of
people. It’s easy for us to do. It’s easy for us
to blame the whole Muslim world simply because this individual was a Muslim.”
“Think about it, we did not blame all of
the Germans for Hitler nor did we blame all
Anglos because of what happened in Charleston,” he said, referring to the white shooter
who killed nine people at a historically black
church in South Carolina.
“This is where we cannot be guided by our
anger,” Bishop Guillory added.
Pope Offers Prayers
Pope Francis offered prayers for the families of the victims of the mass shooting, and
expressed hope that people would find ways to
identify and uproot “the causes of such terrible
and absurd violence.”
Describing the shooting as an expression of
“homicidal folly and senseless hatred,” a Vatican statement said, “The terrible massacre that
has taken place in Orlando, with its dreadfully
high number of innocent victims, has caused
in Pope Francis, and in all of us, the deepest
feelings of horror and condemnation, of pain
and turmoil.”
“Pope Francis joins the families of the victims and all of the injured in prayer and in
compassion,” said the statement released June
12. “Sharing in their indescribable suffering
he entrusts them to the Lord so they may find
comfort.
“We all hope that ways may be found, as
soon as possible, to effectively identify and
contrast the causes of such terrible and absurd
violence which so deeply upsets the desire for
peace of the American people and of the whole
of humanity,” the statement concluded.

Florida Catholic Charities Workers Console, Support Victims’ Families
By Christine Young and Teresa Peterson
Catholic News Service
Since the worst shooting attack in America occurred June
12, Catholic Charities of Central Florida has been working in
the background to help victims, survivors and family members in whatever way possible.
Just hours after the shooting at a gay nightclub called the
Pulse in Orlando that left 50 dead (including the gunman) and
more than 50 wounded, six bilingual staffers from Catholic
Charities arrived at the Hampton Inn in downtown Orlando, a
meeting place for family and friends of the victims.
Deacon David Gray of the Diocese of Orlando was coordinating a pastoral response to the crisis and spread the word
about the need for Spanish-speaking translators. The team of
six didn’t think twice about going where they were needed.
Maria Torres, one of the team members, is an accredited
representative for Comprehensive Refugee Services at Catholic Charities of Central Florida. She was on the scene as
families arrived to find out if their loved ones had survived
or had been killed after the gunman opened fire at the Pulse
nightclub in Orlando. Torres was on hand to help translate
for Spanish speakers and offer support and consolation to

victims’ families.
“It was something I needed to do. It could have been me.
I could have been the parent, sibling or friend searching for
their loved one. This realization gives me sensitivity for
others. When I received the call to help from our leaders at
Catholic Charities, I did not hesitate to go and help,” she said.
Close to 30 percent of Orlando’s population is Hispanic,
and some 300,000 people of Puerto Rican heritage live in the
metropolitan area. Of those shot dead, more than half were of
Puerto Rican origin, four were Mexican citizens and one man
was from the Dominican Republic, according to law enforcement officials.
Torres saw the raw emotion unfold among family and
friends of the victims and felt called to be the face of compassion and show Christ’s mercy to grieving family and friends.
“I was there to support, console and gather in prayer with
the victims’ families and friends waiting for the news about
their loved ones. I was there to help them hold onto hope,”
Torres told the Florida Catholic, newspaper of the Orlando
Diocese. “I was there when officials began to announce the
names of people going to the hospital. There was screaming
and crying as families and friends heard or didn’t hear their
loved one’s name.
“I helped console a man and his family while they wait-

ed for news about his brother. Together we held hands and
prayed in a circle.”
Catholic Charities continues to fill a need in the community. Orange County officials have called on Catholic Charities
Immigration Services to help families of victims who are out
of the country to arrive in the U.S. for funerals. Their Family
Stability program also is providing funds to help with funeral
costs for family members.
“We are serving in the background. We are the mortar that
connects the bricks to help people put their lives back together. You can’t rebuild without mortar. We are trying to help
each family with their individual needs,” said Gary Tester,
executive director, Catholic Charities of Central Florida.
Catholic Charities has established a fund with $20,000 to
help the victims and also are asking for donations to help
meet the needs. To donate, visit www.cflcc.org and visit the
donate page. In the comments box, indicate “support victims
of shooting.”
In the midst of tragedy, the Catholic Charities office has
received calls of support from people around the country.
Supporters from Maryland have knitted prayer shawls and
are sending them to Orlando for distribution to victims and
loved ones so they know that many are praying for them in
their time of need.
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A Legacy of Compassion and Charity in Leadership

Sister Romaine Niemeyer Retires from Holy Spirit Health System
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Christian Charity Sister Romaine Niemeyer peers
out of the full-length window at the Holy Spirit Hospital Convent in Camp Hill, overlooking a courtyard
verdant with spring’s unfolding beauty. Her retirement as Chief Administrative Officer of Holy SpiritA Geisinger Affiliate is on the horizon, just as the
morning sun that illuminates the stained-glass windows in the hospital chapel nearby.
“I’ve been blessed to be here all these years,” Sister
Romaine reflects. She has given more than 46 years
of ministry to the Catholic hospital – 25 as President
and CEO of Holy Spirit Health System, and then as
Chief Administrative Officer of Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate following the affiliation in 2014.
Prior to that, she spent 20 years in senior administration under the direction of Christian Charity Sister
Ursula Frei, the hospital’s first administrator.
Sister Romaine will retire on June 30 of this year.
“The heart of our mission is to touch people’s lives
through wellness, healing, compassion and God’s unconditional love,” Sister Romaine said.
“I have loved the variety of working with our religious congregation, as well as the board, the medical
staff who are the heroes caring for our patients,” she
told The Catholic Witness. “Everybody who is a part
of Holy Spirit Health System has gifts that they bring
to the team. They are knowledgeable, creative and
stay the course through change. They are beautiful
people, attracted to the same values.”
‘God Spoiled Me’
Sister Romaine, born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., felt
the call to religious life even before she entered first
grade.
“It was imprinted on my heart when I was a very
young child,” she said.
She recalls childhood visits to the Blessed Sacrament when her grade school dismissed its students to
go home for lunch, novenas for the safety of servicemen during World War II, and the honor of crowning
a statue of the Blessed Mother as an eighth-grader.
“One of the Sisters of Mercy at my school told me
during that ceremony, ‘Whatever you ask Our Lady,
she will obtain for you.’ So I knelt in the middle aisle
of the church and I said, ‘If it is God’s will that I become a religious, then that is what I ask.’”
She went on to St. Nicholas High School, where
she was taught by the Sisters of Christian Charity,
until the completion of her junior year, when the Niemeyer family moved to Rhode Island.
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Christian Charity Sister Romaine Niemeyer, who has served Holy Spirit Health System for 45 years, is
pictured in the chapel at Holy Spirit Hospital on the horizon of her June 30 retirement.

The April before her high school graduation in
Rhode Island, Romaine’s aunt died, and so the family
returned to Wilkes-Barre for the funeral and a visit.
During the stay, Romaine stopped in to St. Nicholas
High School to see her former classmates. The Sisters of Christian Charity she had known so well asked
whether she was still considering a vocation to religious life.
She told them, “I’ve always felt that I wanted to,
and if I don’t enter now, I’ll never be sure.”
The Sisters whisked her away that day. “They measured me for a postulant’s habit, and I wrote my letter
to request entry,” she recalls. “I had never even seen
Mendham,” the location of the congregation’s motherhouse in New Jersey. She entered the convent on
Sept. 5, 1954.
“God spoiled me from the beginning of my life,
especially with a family of faith,” Sister Romaine reflected, “and I always desired to give my life to Him.”

Carrying the Spirit
Sister Romaine spent the first ten years of her life
as a religious teaching in grade schools, until she was
contacted by her provincial, who asked her to attend
St. Louis University in Missouri for a master’s degree
in Hospital Administration.
When she arrived at Holy Spirit Hospital after
graduation, Sister Romaine was under the tutelage of
Sister Ursula Frei, the hospital’s first administrator,
who had worked with Father Martin Lohmuller, (who
would later become a bishop) to bring forth the hospital 53 years ago. Sister Ursula died in July of 2014.
“I loved her, and I still love her,” Sister Romaine
said of her predecessor. “Even though she went to
Heaven, I’m sure she is praying for us, because she
was a beautiful model of integrating the business with
our religious life.”
More SISTER ROMAINE NIEMEYER, page 14

Above: Sister Romaine Niemeyer kneels in prayer following the reception of the Holy
Eucharist during a special Mass at Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill on the occasion
of her retirement from Holy Spirit Health System. “I thank the Church for the wonderful
support of our mission in health care,” she said. “From day one with Father Lohmuller
until now with Bishop Gainer, we have been blessed with a wonderful relationship with
this diocese.”
Left: Bishop Ronald Gainer congratulates Sister Romaine Niemeyer on her retirement
from Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate during a special Mass at Good Shepherd Church in
Camp Hill June 5. “I want to express my gratitude and that of the Diocese of Harrisburg
to Sister Romaine as she announces her plan to retire as CEO of Holy Spirit Hospital,”
Bishop Gainer said. “Throughout her years of dedicated leadership to the hospital and
its mission, she has vigorously and unfailingly guided Holy Spirit as a model institution of
Catholic health care. I wish her every blessing during her time of transition.”  
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Holy Infant Church
Continued from 1

In his homily, he told stories of growing up in
his childhood home in Enhaut, recounting those
memories as a metaphor for the parish’s move into
a new house of worship.
The house that his father and grandfather built,
he said, “was a great home that met the needs of
the time,” but times eventually changed as he grew
up, moved away, and his parents moved to another
home that better suited their needs.
“Every time I drive through Enhaut and I pass by
the house I grew up in, I am sure to slow down. I
remember years gone by, my mom playing the piano, the smell of sauerkraut, hitting my head on the
ceiling that led to the second floor,” Bishop Malesic
said. “But after I pass it by, I move on, because it is
no longer my home. A house becomes a home only
when there is a family inside of it. That’s when a
building takes on its meaning.”
“The building has changed, but the family has
not,” he said of the new Holy Infant Church. “Do
the same things here that you have always done as
a family of God. Keep on loving God here. Keep
on loving each other here. Keep on telling the Good
News to a world that needs to hear it, because the
world needs this church as much as we do. Keep on
serving those in need from here. This is not something to be kept to ourselves.”
“This place will be as much of a home as the last
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Father Mark Weiss, pastor of Holy Infant Parish, opens the doors to the new church after receiving the keys
from Bishop Edward Malesic during the Rite of Dedication.

church was in York Haven. And when you drive by
that church in York Haven, slow down and remember
what happened there, as a testament and as a witness

The morning sun
casts Bishop Edward
Malesic’s shadow onto
the grounds of the new
Holy Infant Church
as clergy lead
parishioners in a
procession to the
church doors.

to all the good people that built it and sustained it,”
Bishop Malesic told the congregation.
During the Rite of Dedication, the congregation
chanted the Litany of the Saints, asking for their
intercession. Bishop Malesic then deposited five
relics into the altar: St. John Neumann, bishop of
Philadelphia from 1852-1860 who ministered to
people in the area that is now the Diocese of Harrisburg; Blessed Pope Paul VI, pope from 1963-1978
and instrumental in overseeing the reforms of the
Second Vatican Council; St. Louis Guanella, Italian
priest at the turn of the 20th century who founded a
number of religious institutes focusing on the poor;
St. Victoria, martyred in 304 for refusing to sacrifice to pagan Gods; and St. Laura of Cordoba, martyred in 864 as a Spanish Christian.
Bishop Malesic then dedicated the altar and
anointed it with Sacred Chrism. Incense burning
on the altar signified Christ’s sacrifice on the altar
and the prayers of the people rising to the throne of
God. The walls of the Church were also anointed.
Members of the parish then cleaned the altar, and
brought forth linens, candles and flowers to light
and decorate it.
The church was then entirely lit, revealing it as a
house of worship.
Bishop Malesic, in his homily, stressed how
much the faithful need to hear that Jesus wants to
be with them.
More HOLY INFANT CHURCH, page 9

Above: Sunlight streams into Holy Infant Church onto the faces
of Father Mark Weiss, pastor, and Bishop Ronald Gainer, as they
join the congregation in the Responsorial Psalm.
Right: Bishop Edward Malesic sprinkles the congregation and the
church during the Rite of Dedication of Holy Infant Church in
Manchester. Natural light shines into the church before it is fully lit.
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Holy Infant Church
Continued from 8

“He will be present with us in the
Eucharist whenever it is celebrated,
and he will be present in the reserved
Sacrament in the tabernacle,” he said.
“Even when no one else is here, he
will watch over this place. He will
be present in the Word whenever it is
proclaimed here. He will be present
in any priest who stands here at this
altar. And he will be present in all of
you, the living Church.”
“Every church building is a reflection of those who use it. This church
is a reflection of you,” he told the
congregation. “This sacred building
is a sign of who we are as the living Church. …. This church will tell
our neighborhood that we believe in
something greater than ourselves.”
At the conclusion of the Mass,
Bishop Gainer congratulated the
members of Holy Infant Parish, Bishop Malesic and Father Weiss on their
work, prayers and sacrifices to build
the new church.
“As this parish is a family of families, so the diocese is a family of parishes. And when one parish is in such
joy, all of our parishes are lifted up,”
he said.
“You and the Lord have certainly
done a good work here,” Bishop
Gainer said. “Continue to receive all
of his gifts and graces. Let him shower them upon you. Be grateful for
them, but then work with them. Work
diligently, sacrificially to spread the
mission of our Church, our faith, our
service to those in need in this local
community and show everyone that
we truly are the Body of Christ.”
When Mass ended, most of the several hundred faithful waited in line
to greet Bishop Malesic, their former pastor, Bishop Gainer and Father
Weiss, while others ambled through
the church, marveling at its beauty.
Maxine Wills, a member of the parish for 45 years, sat in a pew in the
middle of the church and gratefully
sighed, “We did it!”
A former secretary for then-Father
Malesic and a first-grade teacher in
the parish’s religious education program, Mrs. Wills remembers attending Holy Infant when it was still a
chapel, before Bishop Joseph Daley
established it as a parish in 1972.
Mrs. Wills’ son Michael was the
first child baptized after Holy Infant
became a parish. Her youngest grandson will soon make his first Holy
Communion in the new church.
“Sitting here and thinking about
my life in this parish, I can see how
things have come full circle as we
continue to worship as members of
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Assisted at the altar by Deacon Tom Boucek and Deacon Michael Grella, Bishop Edward Malesic places into the altar the
relics of St. John Neumann, Blessed Pope Paul VI, St. Louis Guanella, St. Victoria and St. Laura of Cordoba.

Sacred Chrism is poured onto the altar for its dedication. The altar, which came from the
former Holy Infant Church in York Haven, was refurbished so that it could be shortened.

Bishop Ronald
Gainer anoints
one of the walls
of the church
during the Rite of
Dedication. In the
background is the
statue of Mary
and the Infant
Jesus, one of
several statues
incorporated from
the former church
into the new one.

Holy Infant,” she said. “We have
lots of beautiful memories at the old
church, though it wasn’t difficult for
me personally to leave the church in
York Haven. I’m thrilled to see this
new church includes elements from
the old one. It’s a gorgeous house of
worship, and I’m eager for its future.”
The entire project, built at a cost of
$3.6 million, includes a number of individual rooms and a large social hall
that can be expanded or divided with
partitioned walls, large office space, a
large conference room and a kitchen
area. The entire facility is accessible
to persons with physical disabilities.
The parish will look to sell the former church, noted Father Weiss, who
was appointed pastor there last year.
“Yes, it is a little bit sad leaving the
old location. So many have memories
of the York Haven church, but they
are excited too about this new phase
and new chapter in the life of our parish family,” he told The Catholic Witness.
“This is a very exciting moment for
our parish family, and I’m thankful to
all who have contributed their hard
work, their time, their talents, their
efforts and certainly their monetary
donations,” he said. “We still have
work to do, even as this new place is
finished, with our capital campaign,
and we are all very thankful to God
that our parish is moving forward.”

Incense rises from the altar, covered in the Sacred Chrism. The incense
signifies Christ’s sacrifice on the altar and the prayers of the people
rising to the throne of God.
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Golden Apple Teachers
Now in its 11th year in the Diocese of Harrisburg, the annual Golden Apple Awards are presented to Catholic school educators who demonstrate
professional excellence, leadership, commitment to Catholic values and devotion to teaching.
In its upcoming editions, The Catholic Witness is featuring this year’s award recipients in the schools in which they teach, combined with portions
of the essay they wrote as part of their nomination.

Find out more about Catholic school education in the Diocese of Harrisburg at: www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/

Jacqueline Cicchetti
be enlightening as well as practical, but also meticulously perusing each and
every essay, inserting comments to pave the way to an improved piece the next
time around. Sometimes love must be tough, and I am compelled to inform students when their work falls short of their abilities. It is my responsibility to push
“To love, in the words of the priest in Hemingway’s ‘A Farewell to Arms,’ them in the right direction, assuring them it is never too late to begin again and
means ‘…you wish to do things for. You wish to sacrifice for. You wish to serve.’ achieve their goals. My students are reminded daily that diligence, dedication
In teacher terms, this means arriving at 6:00 a.m. to prepare to give students my and devotion lead to success.
The environment of a Catholic school has a plethora of benefits, one bevery best. Many hours at home are spent not only writing lesson plans that will
ing the pleasure of seeing my students as individuals, children of God, not numbers from
a test score. They need guidance, reassurance
and familial affection which I am encouraged
to supply. When the world outside becomes
too frightening, I can grab the teachable moment and allow our young people to share their
thoughts and concerns in a nonthreatening atmosphere. This is especially important for my
seniors who are preparing to make that giant
leap from the comfort of LCHS to the uncertainty of the global community. Here is where
faith plays a major role. Without it, nothing
great can be accomplished. With it, there is no
limit to the good one person can do.
Speaking of benevolence, this is the life-giving part. There is no greater joy than in performing acts which help a fellow human being. Regardless of the career path they choose,
I pray that my students will leave an indelible
mark upon the world. They will attempt to use
their gifts and talents to leave ‘footprints in the
sands of time,’ as Longfellow so eloquently stated. I strive to encourage this mindset through
my words, deeds and participation with them in
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS social justice activities.”

English Teacher
Lancaster Catholic High School

Elizabeth Emery
Middle School
Language Arts Teacher
St. Margaret Mary School,
Harrisburg
“Growing up in a school whose patroness is the Blessed Mother, it was made clear to
me that prayer is vital to the life and love in a
Catholic school. At Our Mother of Perpetual
Help, we learned to pray the Rosary before
falling asleep at night and were told that our
guardian angels would finish the prayers if we
could not – a practice I teach my students and
my own children today. We learned the Memorare as a way to ask for the Blessed Mother’s
intercession, and I still pray it with my students before each religion class. Teaching in a
Catholic school affords me the opportunity to
share this facet of my faith formation, to impart the importance of prayer to my students –
the fact that is the heart and soul, the very life
of Catholic schools. It drives all our words and
actions and permeates our lessons.
All of these lessons are taught with the
values, teachings and morals of our Catholic
faith as their backbone and driving force, and
extend far beyond my religion classes. Even
in language arts, I cannot separate a grammar lesson from a lesson in faith.
Each character we explore and genre we read stems from the values taught
in Catholic schools. Middle school is a challenging time for students who are
bombarded with values of the world that are contrary to the values instilled by
our faith. Teaching language arts allows me to add lessons on morality and
faith while addressing plots and genre in the secular world. Students want to
see how to live out our faith, and we as Catholic school teachers must strive to
love that faith and demonstrate its role in the world today – in our lives, in our
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lessons, and by our example.
St. Ignatius of Loyola, a champion of education himself, taught about two
important aspects of love. The first being that love is expressed more clearly in
actions than in words, and the second that there is greater love in giving than
receiving. My calling as a Catholic educator echoes this definition, as well as
Pope Francis’ sentiment that it is a life-giving act of love. The example I set for
my students, all that I give to them and for them illustrates my love for the faith
and that Catholic education is an integral, inseparable part of my life.”
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Keep Calm and Camp On!
Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald • August 14-19 in Lebanon County
The Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald, a camp for adults with intellectual disabilities, is seeking volunteers who would be willing to assist at its residential
camp during the week of August 14-19, 2016. The camp takes place in Lebanon County and serves the needs of approximately 50 adults each year. Anyone
16 and older is welcome to volunteer. Volunteers are required to complete the Diocesan Clearance process and attend training prior to helping at camp. For
more information, please contact Ginny Duncan at 717-657-4804 ext. 322 or vduncan@hbgdiocese.org.
Would you like to sponsor a campership for a person with a disability who might not otherwise be able to afford camp? The Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking donations to defray the cost for campers. A full week of camp costs $550, but donations in any amount will be welcomed. They can be sent to the Office
of Ministry with People with Disabilities, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111. Checks should be made payable to the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Knights Raise Funds for Ultrasound Equipment
By Don Hassenbein
Special to The Witness
In 2015, Patrick Sweeney, Navigator
for the Knights of Columbus Assembly 973, met with Steve Kracke, Vice
President of Mission Advancement for
Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy Services (SVPS), to discuss the possibility
of raising money for needed ultrasound
equipment. Sweeney then counseled
with Andy Siscaretti, Assembly Comptroller, and Don Hassenbein, Assembly
Purser (Treasurer), for discussion at the
next meeting. Assembly 973 is comprised of 7 Councils; 2870 in Lebanon,
6693 in Hershey, 9875 in Annville,
10194 in Myerstown, 10502 in Palmyra, 14333 in Lebanon and 15929 in
Lebanon.
The official kick-off of the campaign
was on September 1, 2015 with a letter
from the Navigator to all Sir Knights in
the Assembly.
In addition to the donations from the
Assembly, Sir Knights and the 7 Councils, donations were received from
Council 3625 in Steelton and from the
parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish in
Palmyra. In addition, a matching grant
of $11,750.00 was received from KofC
Supreme toward the purchase of the
machine. A total of $29,100 was raised
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Representatives of Knights of Columbus Assembly 973 present a check to Steve
Kracke of Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy Services for the ultrasound equipment.
Knights, from left, are Don Hassenbein, Assembly Purser; Patrick Sweeney,
Assembly Navigator; and Andy Siscaretti, Assembly Comptroller.

for the ultrasound equipment, ultrasound table, additional probes and software to upgrade existing ultrasound
equipment.
On March 30 of this year a special
Pro-Life Mass was celebrated at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Church in Lebanon with Father Harold Dagle and Deacon Richard Wentzel. Following the Mass, a reception
was held with a check for $29,100 being presented by Navigator Sweeny,
Comptroller Siscaretti and Purser Hassenbein to Mr. Kracke from Susque-

hanna Valley Pregnancy Services.
Following this, the ultrasound equipment was blessed by Father Dagle and
Deacon Wentzel. Mr. Kracke outlined
the mission of Susquehanna Valley
Pregnancy Services as upholding the
sanctity of human life through sexual
integrity education, unplanned pregnancy intervention and post-abortion
restoration.
KofC State Treasurer Rick Corriveau
commented on the fact that the Knights
of Columbus has donated over 500
ultrasound machines throughout the
United States, and that the protection
of unborn children is a high priority.
Amy Domencic, an ultrasound operator volunteer, shared her experiences
of having pregnant women who were
considering having an abortion, seeing
their unborn child in the womb (a photo
of which was on display) and then deciding gift birth to the child.
SVPS provided the food and refreshments and had their brochures and fetal models on display and many of the
Knights in attendance indicated their
interest in having their Council conduct
additional ultrasound campaigns in the
future.
(Don Hassenbein is the Purser for
Knights of Columbus Assembly 973.)

‘Christ-Fit’ Retreat Offers
Reflection for Deaf Catholics
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
One of 14 deaf priests worldwide
came to the Diocese of Harrisburg earlier this month to offer connection and
inspiration to deaf Catholics in the practice of the faith.
Father Shawn Carey, Director of the
Deaf Apostolate for the Archdiocese of

Boston, offered a retreat day for Catholics
in American Sign Language at St. Joseph
Parish in Mechanicsburg June 11, a faithbased opportunity sponsored by the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Office of Ministry
with People with Disabilities.
Some 25 people attended the retreat,
which was offered completely in ASL
and included two presentations by Father
Carey, the opportunity to receive the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation, the celebration
of Mass in the church, and time for socialization.
The topic of Father Carey’s presentations was “Christ-Fit,” urging the faithful
to be spiritually fit to follow Christ, particularly in this Year of Mercy.
“Because I’m a deaf priest, [the retreat]
will give the Catholics in this area an opportunity to see other deaf priests and
really connect, that’s why I’m here. It’s
wonderful to be here,” Father
Carey said through interpreter
Ginny Duncan, Director of the
Diocesan Office of Ministry
with People with Disabilities.
The office hopes to make the
retreat an annual event.
Father Thomas Rozman is
the pastor of St. Joseph Parish,
which is home to the diocese’s
deaf community. The priest is
also influent in American Sign
Language.
“The parish is happy to have
the deaf community here, and
is very welcoming to them,” he
said, noting that the 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Mass is interpreted for
those who are deaf. “This is a
very important ministry that
the Catholic Church offers.”
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Father Shawn Carey, Director of the
Deaf Apostolate for the Archdiocese
of Boston, offers a retreat to deaf
Catholics about being “Christ-Fit” in
this Year of Mercy. The retreat was
held June 11 at St. Joseph Parish in
Mechanicsburg, which is home to
the deaf Catholic community in the
Diocese of Harrisburg.
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Resurrection Student Wins
Tim McGraw Inspired Contest
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and
the consolation of their loved ones.
BERWICK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Donald Bogart,
Philip Wilds.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Natalie Fuchs.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Michael Robert Bulka,
Florentino Rodriguez Luna, David
Paul Saam.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Mary Rosini.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Elaine
Swartz.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:
William R. Collins, Robert Helm,
Mary Jane Knapp, Francis M. Majka,
Patricia F. Nelson, .
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Eveline
“Becky” Alwine, Adolfine Staub.
HARRISBURG – Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament: Sarah Jane
McFadden; St. Francis of Assisi:
Gwendolyn Cox; St. Margaret Mary:
Frank Raymond Caniglia, Carmella
Masciulli.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
Jennie Cecere, Kristy Koons.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Christine Lucas, Stanley Pultynovich.
LANCASTER – St. John Neumann:
Amy Loudenslager, John Tretter; St.
Joseph: Elizabeth Doane, Margaret M.
Fittipaldi, Michael J. Higgins,
Kathleen P. Robleto, Brad A. Roda,
Joseph M. Rumberger, Marguerite
Schmalhofer, Robert F. Souders.

MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Barbara
Hufnagel.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Joletta Nebel, Aldona Sachs, Dorothy
Sarnowski, Kathryn Sierer, John Vice,
Joyce Werner.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Violet J. Horoschak.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the
Great: Betty Atkinson, Hank Thode.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Anna Bruno, Matthew Fodor, John
Garrigan, Margaret Pasco, Dolores
Searls, Albina Shultz.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Kathleen Gould, Helen (Knebel)
Krehling, Helen (Galinac) Scheib,
Helen (Nagy) Zuvic.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew:
Tu Sim Lawrence.
YORK – St. Rose of Lima:
Geraldine March, Gerald Smith.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in June during
the past 25 years:
Father Augustine Zan, 1999
Father Joseph Kelly, 2000
Father Robert Burns, Jr., 2001
Father Thomas J. Gralinski,
2005
Father William Geiger, CSSR,
2007
Father T. Ronald Haney, 2012
Father Andre J. Meluskey, 2013.

Winning a national poetry contest may have been more a surprise
for a Resurrection Catholic School
sixth grader than landing a lunker at
fishing camp.
John Keck, “JJ,” learned during
the school’s morning prayer assembly May 26 that he was one of 10
winners in the Scholastic Reading
Club contest based on country music
singer Tim McGraw’s hit “Humble
and Kind.”
Keck’s winning four-line stanza
describes resisting the urge to boast
about catching a fish. The contest
required students to write about the
song’s message: showing kindness and compassion for others.
Keck and his brother Mickey travel annually to a fishing camp with Dan Neff, whom they
call Uncle Bo, a high school friend of their father who passed away in 2010. Mike Keck had
begun the fishing tradition and Neff continued it. Neff’s son also goes along, and throughout
the weekend, they listen to a music CD Neff makes just for the trip.
This year’s CD happened to include McGraw’s “Humble and Kind,” and when Keck
heard it, he mentioned the assignment his teacher Kim Ingram had given to her sixth and
seventh grade students.
“I love poetry, and it was a good excuse to make them write poetry. It was only four lines,
and it was a good message,” Ingram said.
Keck said he talked about it with his uncle. Then after the weekend, he called him and
discussed it again.
Neff didn’t know about the contest when he added the song. Neither did Mickey Keck,
JJ’s older brother.
Mickey told Neff to include the song for the trip, said his mother Kathy, who also found
out about the coincidence after the award was announced.
“Mickey said it was because [Uncle Bo] always lectures them about being humble and
kind,” she said.
And the song, which includes words like, “Hold the door, say please, say thank you.
Don’t steal, don’t cheat, and don’t lie,” seemed to fit.
Keck was surprised when Principal Brenda Weaver made the announcement, and his
mother was there to see his reaction.
“The look on his face was absolutely priceless,” she said. “That’s life. When good things
happen to just regular people.”
Keck will receive a signed guitar and an autographed picture of McGraw that will hang
in the classroom.
Here is Keck’s winning verse.
I went fishing with my buddy; he got a snag.
I had a fish on and tried not to brag.
I thought about boasting in my mind.
Instead I thought better and remained humble and kind.
Kathy Keck, JJ Keck and Resurrection Catholic School Principal Brenda Weaver are
shown in the school gym following an assembly during which J.J. received the news.

St. Anne School Pre-K
Receives Visit from Deacon Cavender
St. Anne School
Pre-K was honored
recently to have a
visit by Deacon Josh
Cavender,
newly
ordained deacon for
the Diocese of Harrisburg.
The Pre-K3 and
Pre-K4 classes at
the school spiritually adopted Deacon
Cavender at the beginning of the year
and have been praying for him since
then. Every morning, they pray that
God will continue
to bless him in his
studies, keep him
safe and help him
serve the community
through Jesus. The Pre-K classes presented him with a deacon’s stole to remind him of their
continued prayers.
Deacon Cavender had visited the class at the beginning of the school year – sharing a
snack, reading a story and praying over each of the children.
Next year’s classes will continue to pray for Deacon Cavender as he prepares for his
ordination to the priesthood in June 2017.

Local Student Wins Award
at Hamilton College Class and Charter Day
Austin C. Durham, son of Darleen and James Durham of Camp Hill, was named the
recipient of The American Chemical Society Awards and The Norton Prize at Hamilton
College’s annual Class & Charter Day, held last month.
The American Chemical Society Awards (formerly The American Chemical Society
and Joint Polymer Education Committee Award) recognize achievement in chemistry.
The POLYED Award for Outstanding Performance in Organic Chemistry is presented to
a sophomore or junior for excellence in the two-semester organic chemistry sequence for
chemistry majors. The Undergraduate Award in Inorganic Chemistry is made to a student
planning a career in chemistry who has demonstrated excellence in inorganic chemistry
at the undergraduate level based on a combination of research, coursework and interest.
The Undergraduate Award in Organic Chemistry is presented to a senior majoring in either
chemistry or biochemistry/molecular biology who has demonstrated excellence in organic
chemistry based on a combination of research experience, coursework and a desire to pursue a career in chemistry.
The Norton Prize, established by Thomas Herbert Norton, Class of 1873, is awarded to
the undergraduate who has demonstrated the greatest capacity for research in chemistry.
Durham, a senior majoring in chemistry, is a graduate of Trinity High School. He is also a
member of the Hamilton Continental football team. He is a member of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Enola, a past Chief Squire for Lady of Lourdes Columbian Squires, and is currently a Knight. At Hamilton, he is a student athlete, lettering three years in football (missed
one year due to injury). His goal is to become a college chemistry professor.
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Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated July 17 at
2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are heard in English and Polish after every Mass.
Recitation of the Rosary for Marriage will take place Saturday June 25 in the square of Middletown at noon. Any questions, contact Clay Keefer at keeferjmj1@verizon.net.
A summer of Divine Mercy and children’s adoration
praying for the conversion of hearts and world peace will take
place at St. Joseph Perpetual Adoration Chapel, 440 St. Joseph
Street, Lancaster (lower church, push silver button) every Tuesday from June 14-August 23 from 4-5 p.m. All ages and abilities
welcome! On Thursday August 4 the children and parents are invited to the World Pilgrimage for Peace at the Grotto in Emmitsburg, Md., from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The day will include Adoration,
Reconciliation and Mass. Bring a picnic. For more information,
call Mrs. Wang, catechist, at 717-396-0635 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. or
717-572-6025 or email mrswang113@gmail.com.
The annual novena in honor of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church in Lancaster from August 6-14. The novena consists
of the Rosary and special novena prayers. It lasts about 30
minutes. It will be held each evening at 7 p.m. in Mary’s chapel,
except on Saturday when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass.
A Pro-Life Mass is celebrated on the first Saturday of
every month at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
Church in Harrisburg. The next Mass is July 2. Following Mass,
participants gather at Hillcrest Clinic, 2709 N. Front Street,
Harrisburg, to pray the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
Breakfast follows. Call 717-432-5415 for information.

Pilgrimage and Retreats

St. Cyril’s Spiritual Center in Danville will host a
guided retreat entitled: Face to Face—Together Again for the
First Time. How often have the Scriptures touched our hearts
differently than ever before? How often have we drifted from the
Lord and something brought us back? How many times in our silence, something stirs in our hearts and it feels like the first time
again? Love is ever changing and ever new. Throughout this
retreat on July 31-August 6, explore this change that brings us
face to face with the Lord, together again for the first time. The
retreat presenter is Rev. Vincent Fortunato, OFM Cap., assisted
by Lisa Hibberd. For more information or to register call 570-2753581, or register online at www.sscm.org click “current events.”
St. Cyril’s Spiritual Center in Danville will host a
directed retreat by Sister Pat Hickey, SSJ, and Sister Susan
Pontz, SS.C.M., from July 31-August 6. This retreat will be a
silent retreat, tailored to each individual retreatant. contemplative atmosphere will be supported by silent meals with quiet
music. The retreat will offer time for prayer, liturgy and meeting
privately with a spiritual director to discuss your experience
of God in prayer. Arrival: Sunday, July 31 by 4 p.m. For more
information or to register call 570-275-3581, or register online at
www.sscm.org click “current events.”
St. Joseph Women’s Club is sponsoring a trip to
Canada, Sept 3-9, 2016. We will be touring Quebec, visiting St.
Anne De Beaupre Shrine, 3 nights on the Isle of Coudres with
a cruise on the Bay of St. Catherine for whale watching; two
nights in Montreal touring Notre Dame Basilica and St. Joseph’s
Oratory and a guided tour of Montreal. Contact Doris Wagner
717-394-2801 or Joanne Bauer 717-393-7346 for all the details.
Travel with Father Donald Bender of St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle, in 2017 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
Apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. We will visit Fatima, Lourdes
and La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain. Contact fatimatour2017@gmail.com to request a flyer detailing the trip.
Women of Grace Malvern Retreat will take place from July
8-10, featuring Johnette Benkovic and other inspiring speakers
with a theme of “Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy: Our Refuge
on the Battlefield of Life.” Cost of $250 includes lodging for two
nights and all meals. Contact Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or
carnold@womenofgrace.com.
Join Father Thomas Coughlin, OMI, on a Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land from November 9-19, 2016. Father Coughlin
is a Scripture scholar and a former pastor of St. Margaret Mary
Parish, Harrisburg. The pilgrimage includes: daily Mass at holy
sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First Class
hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the
shore of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv), breakfast and
dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip
motorcoach from Harrisburg to Newark Airport, roundtrip airfare
from Newark to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with United Airlines, and more, for $3,529 per person/double occupancy. For
complete details, contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.
com or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.
The annual Corpus Christi men’s retreat will be held the
weekend of August 5 at Mount St. Mary’s, Emmitsburg, Md.
Father Glenn Sudano, CFR, will be the retreat master. Join us
for a weekend of relaxation, refreshment, and renewal and hear
Father Glenn’s talks about Divine Mercy at work for our lives.
The retreat is open to ages 14 and up. Men are encouraged to
bring sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required towards total cost of $150. Reservations can be made through local parish
coordinators or by contacting Paul Little, 717-264-2577.
Spiritual Retreat for Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Couples will be held October 14-16, 2016, at St. Francis Center,
Bethlehem. This weekend couple’s retreat is for any married
couples who have completed a Marriage Encounter weekend
anytime during their marriage. Directed by Father Joe DiMauro,
OSFS, the retreat employs the dialog and sharing techniques of

Worldwide Marriage Encounter, plus quiet reflection and prayer
to provide a time of spiritual renewal for a couple. The theme for
this year’s presentations is “Mercy within Marriage” in celebration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. To receive more information,
contact sjaumen@comcast.net. This event is not affiliated with
the Worldwide Marriage Encounter organization.
The National Shrine Grotto is hosting a pilgrimage to
Lourdes, Fatima and Santiago de Compostela November
2-12, 2016. The pilgrimage cost is $2,999 per person and
includes roundtrip airfare, accommodations, most meals, a
professional tour director, admission fees, porterage, hotel and
airline taxes and comprehensive sightseeing throughout! This
is a unique opportunity and we hope you will join us! Please
call for more information: 301-447-5318. Availability is limited ~
please reserve soon!

Fundraisers and Events

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster announces
its annual golf outing Sept. 13 at Four Seasons Golf Club in
Landisville with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.Registration begins
at 10 a.m. Men and women golfers may play in foursomes for
$85 each. Twosomes and singles will be paired up. The day
includes hot dog lunch, beer, roast beef and stuffed chicken dinner and door prizes. Those prepaid by Aug. 1 are entered for a
chance to win a $50 gift card. Contests include a $10,000 prize
for a hole in one on the fourth hole. Other contests are putting,
closest to the water, crooked drive, straightest drive, adjusted
drive and golf package prize. Some sponsorships remain available for tee hole signs ($250), or pin flags ($325) which later
get framed and delivered as a thank you. Gold sponsorships
($1,000) include golf for a foursome, a pin flag and a tee sign;
silver sponsorships ($800) include golf for a foursome and a pin
flag; bronze sponsorships ($500) include a tee sign and dinner
for two. All include special recognition at the dinner. Proceeds
go toward improving technology at the school to give students
what they need to be successful in school and in life. For information or to register, call 717-715-5537 or contact dwalker@
resurrectioncatholicschool.net.
Theology on Tap-Harrisburg invites all young adults
to Mass and a picnic on Sunday, June 26 at 12:15 p.m.
beginning with Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral, 212 State Street
Harrisburg, and Parish Picnic in back of the Cathedral following
Mass.
Tri County Theology on Tap invites all young adults
on a Year of Mercy pilgrimage to the Seton Shrine in Emmitsburg, Md., on Sunday, August 21. The group will meet at
the Basilica of Elizabeth Ann Seton parking lot (located at 339
South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg) at 11:15 a.m. A Chaplet
of Divine Mercy will be recited first at St. Joseph’s Cemetery
(11:30 a.m.) followed by a visit with the Holy Door of Mercy,
Confession & Mass. There will also be time to explore the
grounds and visit the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of
Lourdes. Following, everyone is welcome to dine out together
at a local restaurant. Questions, or for carpooling information,
contact tricountytot@gmail.com, or call Emma at 717-817-4390.
What motivated a Pastor of the Brethren in Christ Church
to leave Protestantism and become a Roman Catholic? Come to find out on Wednesday July 13, from 6:30- 8 p.m.
in the parish social hall of Our Lady of the Visitation Church,
305 N. Prince St., Shippensburg. Deacon David Hall, who currently serves as a deacon at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Mechanicsburg, has an exciting life to share with us: how God
called him home to the Catholic Church. All are welcome to
attend! Bring a friend!
Bill and his wife were raised in the Church of Christ.
Bill became a pastor in that church, but then eventually became an Episcopalian minister. On July 1, 2015, he retired as
the Protestant Chaplain of the US Army War College in Carlisle.
Then he decided to join the Catholic Church. Come and hear
his story on Wednesday July 6 from 6:30-8 p.m. in the parish
social hall of Our Lady of the Visitation Church, 305 N. Prince
St., Shippensburg. All are welcome to attend! Bring a friend!
July 8, 2016 from 6:30-8 p.m. St. Joseph Parish in
Hanover will begin a singles ministry, Singles Alive in Christ.
The ministry will run biweekly continuing on 7/22, 8/5, 8/19,
etc. If you are a single adult age 30-50 whether never married,
divorced or widowed, we hope you will join us. Singles Alive in
Christ provides companionship on a social and spiritual level
to tackle single-hood and widow-hood while we continue to
build our relationship with Our Lord Jesus Christ from a biblical
and sacramental perspective. Our hope is to bring together
singles of like minds and provide an environment for fellowship, growth in faith, and mutual support. Please forward any
questions to Tanya Matias 717-634-7826, St. Joseph Catholic
Church 5055 Grandview Road, Hanover, PA 17331.
Trinity High School Summer Youth Camps - space still
available. Six sports to choose from, boys and girls grade 3-8.
Visit www.thsrocks.us for more information and to register.
Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate has teamed up with
cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons and health professionals to provide cardiac health education, as well as group
support to patients, their families and caregivers to promote
lifelong heart healthy living. Holy Spirit’s “Spirited Hearts”
cardiovascular support group meetings are held from 6 to 7:30
p.m. in Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auditorium C&D on the following
dates: Wednesday, July 2: “Getting the Most Out of Your Doctor
Visits.” Wednesday, August 24: “Summer Salads.” A question
and answer session will follow the presentations. Professional
counselors are available to talk with attendees during the last
30 minutes of each session. To register, call 717-972-7690 or
send an email to HSGASpiritedHrtsweb@geisinger.edu.
Spend your summer at McDevitt! Bishop McDevitt High
School teachers and coaches are accepting applications for

students interested in attending various camps at McDevitt over
the summer. All camps are held at 1 Crusader Way, Harrisburg.
All camp registration forms are on Bishop McDevitt’s homepage, and find Youth Sports Camps under Athletics. http://www.
bishopmcdevitt.org/youth-sports-programs/.
Charismatic Conference on Mercy & Healing will be
held on Saturday, August 20 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the
Basilica of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, 580 Railroad St., Danville,
with speaker Msgr. Robert Lawrence at 10 a.m. and Mass
celebrated by Father Frank Karwacki and Prayers for Healing at
11 a.m.
Lunch is on your own, dismissal is at 12:30 p.m. Registration
is $15, made payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg,” and sent to
“Charismatic Conference,” Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
47 S. Market St., Mount Carmel, PA, 17851.
The Bishop McDevitt Class of 1986 will be holding its
30th Class Reunion the weekend of October 21 and 22. The
first event will be Friday evening October 21 with an informal
gathering from 6-10 p.m. at Spring Gate Winery, 5790 Devonshire Road, Harrisburg. The second event will be held Saturday
evening October 22 at the Hershey Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest
Road Hershey, from 6-11 p.m. For more information, or if you
have questions, contact Jeanine Mesarick at jmesarick@gmail.
com or call 717-433-4844. You can also contact John Wilk at
717-648-0667 or ja.wilk@yahoo.com .

Parish & Organization News

A & B Religious & Gift Shop, 1150 Elm Ave., Hanover,
PA has new hours for the summer, in effect from June 6 to
September 6. They are as follows: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Saturday from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The shop is closed on Sunday
and Monday. Please call if you have any questions or requests,
717-632-7384, and thank you for your support of our ministry.

Job Opportunities

Cafeteria Line Server for Omni Dining wanted to serve
the students attractive and nutritious meals in a friendly, clean,
and efficient atmosphere at Lebanon Catholic School. Please
contact Mike Blizzard (Omni Dining) 717-273-3731 Ext: 323.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg, is
seeking a part-time custodian for 20-25 hours weekly. This
individual is responsible for cleaning and maintaining good order
in the entire parish facility. This individual will work with another
maintenance person and must be available on weekends and
Sunday mornings. The position requires varying degrees of
physical exertion, to include lifting (at least 50 lbs.), stretching,
bending, climbing stairs and operating cleaning and garden
equipment. Also required are organizational skills, adaptability,
flexibility, dependability, the ability to take instructions, and to
work without supervision. Absolute trustworthiness and the
willingness to maintain confidentiality are essential. A valid
drivers’ license is required. Applications, to include a cover letter
and résumé, should be sent to Pat Lambert, Parish Executive
Secretary, electronically to plambert@steas.net or hardcopy to
Mrs. Patricia Lambert, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 310
Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg PA 17055.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Pairsh, Mechanicsburg, is
seeking a full time parish administrative manager for 30-40
hours weekly. This position requires a mature and experienced
individual with an in-depth understanding of the business, human resources, and financial operations inherent in a mid-size
business. The position requires excellent communication,
organizational, human relations, managerial and problemsolving skills. This position requires a working knowledge of the
doctrines and structures of the Catholic Church, an understanding of the mission and operations of a Catholic parish, and a
commitment to maintaining a lifestyle entirely consonant with the
moral doctrines of the Catholic Church. A professional demeanor, commitment to teamwork, and ability to maintain confidentiality, are essential requirements. The position requires expertise
in Microsoft Windows-based software, including Microsoft Office
applications. Previous experience with Parish Data Systems
(PDS) software and with Microsoft Windows-based financial
accounting software is a plus. The position requires basic knowledge of financial operations and terminology. Basic knowledge
of building and mechanical systems, and property maintenance,
is a plus. A Bachelor’s degree is required, as well as a minimum
of five years experience in a team-oriented office environment
involving financial administration and personnel supervision.
Experience with Catholic parish operations is preferred. Basic
knowledge of building mechanical systems is also a plus.
Applications, to include a cover letter and résumé, should be
sent to Pat Lambert, Parish Executive Secretary, electronically
to plambert@steas.net or hardcopy to Mrs. Patricia Lambert,
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 310 Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg PA 17055.
Delone Catholic High School, McSherrystown, is seeking a marching percussion instructor for the 2016 season.
Band camp is July 18-22 at Penn State Mont Alto. The position
also involves semi-weekly practices during the summer and fall
at the high school. Stipend is negotiable. For more info, contact
Brian Yealy at music@delonecatholic.org or 717-637-5969 x
202.
Trinity has the following coaching positions available:
Head Swimming Coach and Head Track and Field Coach.
Interested applicants should forward coaching resume to Gary
Bricker, Athletic Director at gbricker@thsrocks.us no later than
June 24.
York Catholic is seeking a math teacher for all levels
grades 9 through 12 beginning August 2016. Requirements:
PA Certification and related Bachelor Degree in appropriate
major, state and federal clearances. Send resume, certification,
and letter of interest to: Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic
High School, 601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403,
717-846-8871 x12, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
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Parish Festivals

(See a listing of parish festivals also at www.hbgdiocese.org. Parish festival information can be submitted via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.org for publication.)
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown will host
its 14th annual community festival from July 7, 8 and 9 from 6-10 p.m. at 360 East Water Street,
Middletown. Festivities include games of fun, skill and chance for kids and adults, car show
July 7 at 5p.m., bingo, great food, flea market, home-cooked delicious dinners will be served in
the cafeteria from 5-8 p.m. Pierogies, haluski, halupki, stuffed shells, spaghetti and meatballs,
chicken parmesan will join the traditional cheese steak & meatball subs, fish and pulled pork
sandwiches. Chicken corn soup, Latke, vegetable and mashed potato side dishes are also
available. Chocolate cake with peanut butter icing, coconut cream, Key lime pies round out the
selections available. A basket raffle and cash raffle will have drawings on Saturday night, with
several $500 prizes. DJ Dan Steele will be spinning some of your favorite tunes on Thursday
night, Rita Angelucci from Class Act will be with us on Friday, live music by “Heaven Help Us” will
be entertaining us on Saturday.
The Annual Family Picnic of Our Lady of Mercy Church in Slabtown
(near Ideal Park) will be held on the church grounds Friday, August 5 from 6-11 p.m. and
Saturday, August 6 from 6-11 p.m. Two popular bands will play throughout the picnic: “Kartune”
(classic rock band), Friday evening. “The ‘60’s Boys” (with some former Mudflap members),
Saturday evening. There will be delicious food, games, fine music and dancing. Come early and
stay late.
St. Joseph, Lancaster will host 6 Big Nights June 27-July 2. Mon-Thurs
6-10 p.m.; Fri 6-11 p.m. & Sat 5-11 p.m. Carnival grounds located at 1409 Wabank Rd., Lancaster. Food-Rides-Games-Bingo-Jeanne’s Attic. Fireworks on Friday night. FREE Parking & FREE
Admission. Ride MOST of the rides all night long Monday-Wednesday for $12 (SAVE 40%) with
a purchase of a “Discount Ride Coupon” prior to midnight June 26; go to www.stjosephcatholicclub.com/carnival for details.
Join us for our Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic, on Saturday, August 27 from
noon until dusk, rain or shine. Homecooked Family-Style Ham and Chicken dinners will be
served all day. Price is $10 for adults; $4 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are
free. To be held at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 1095 Church Road,
Orrtanna, the picnic has been a tradition for over 175 years. Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of Mary Jemison in 1758 by the
Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, bingo, music, and good food.
For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012.
St. Patrick Parish, Trevorton, will hold its 19th annual summer festival on
Friday and Saturday, August 12 & 13 from 5 to 10 p.m. nightly. Free live music, delicious ethnic
foods, variety of games for young & not so young, basket tent, cake and treats raffle, money
raffles and of course lots of fun and friendship.   
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Cornwall summer festival will run July 7 through July
9 from 5-10:30 p.m. Dinners start at 4 p.m. and run until 7 p.m. Thursday is Spaghetti Dinner,
Friday is Fish Fry Dinner and Saturday is Southern-Style Pork Dinner. The Bands are Thursday,
July 7 Quick Draw, Friday, July 8 Bryan Stevenson and Red Beard Soul, and July 9, Galbraith,
Briody and Friends. The festival includes a Beer Garden, funnel cakes, baked goods, food and a
kids’ section open until 10 p.m.
The Serra Club of Lancaster will host its annual summer picnic and dinner
for priests and religious of the Lancaster deanery on Thursday, August 4 at St. Anne’s Retirement
Community in Columbia. There will be an Italian theme for this year’s event.
Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish’s annual
Slavic Festival on Sunday, July 17 on the church grounds at 5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg, from
noon until 9 p.m. Enjoy great homemade Eastern European foods to eat in or take out. Dance to
The Polka WHOOOO and The Polka Quads. Take a Church tour, See world class iconography,
chanting & singing demonstrations, Shop in the Eastern European market. Play games for young
and old, bingo, Win at the Hugh theme basket and cash raffles. Free admission and parking. Call
717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.org. “No one leaves hungry!”
Basilicia of Sacred Heart will host a good old fashion Church Picnic Saturday July
16 from 11:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at the Conewago Picnic Woods, 3113 Centennial Rd. Hanover.
Sacred Heart Basilica has one of the longest running Picnics in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Chicken Corn Soup is made in kettles over a fire, there will be a Bake Sale, the family style Chicken
dinner begins at 3:00 p.m. Live entertainment, games, raffles, bingo and much more! Stop by and
enjoy a day filled with food, fun and entertainment!
The annual St. Benedict the Abbot Summer Festival will be held August 5,
6 and 7 at the parish in Lebanon. The fun begins Friday Aug. 5, 5-10 p.m. and continues on
Saturday from 5-10 p.m. Sunday Aug. 7 from 4-9 p.m. Friday from 7-10 p.m. entertainment by
“Cheyenne.” Saturday rom 7-10 p.m. entertainment by “Burning House” and on Sunday from
3:30-5 p.m. entertainment by DJ featuring Spanish tunes followed from 5-9 p.m. by Galbraith,
Briody and Friends. Enjoy bingo, basket raffle, kiddie korner, games, inflatables, beer tent and
much more. Come out for the hot dogs, burgers, fries, pierogi, halupki, halushki, tacos, empanadillas, tamales, egg rolls, fried rice, and more, fun, and games at 750 State Drive (St. Cecilia’s
Parish Center).
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Abbottstown will hold its annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, July 31, 2016 from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its annual church picnic Sunday, July 10, from noon until 8 p.m. at Cibort Park, Penn and Center Streets in
Bressler. Delicious food including roasted lamb and pork will be available by the pound or from
the kitchen as a sandwich or dinner. We will also be serving all of your picnic favorites: Beef
BBQ, Schmidt’s sausage, Schmidt’s sarma, cabbage & noodles, baked beans, Croatian potato
salad, hot dogs, and pierogies. Schnader’s will be on hand with French fries, lemonade and
funnel cakes. The dessert table is sure to tempt you with homemade baked goods including
strudel, baklava, fudge, brownies, and cakes. There will be a full day of entertainment featuring
Zadnja Stanica and The Happy Slovenes for your dancing and listening pleasure. Children’s
games will keep the little ones occupied. Cash raffle prizes, basket raffle, and instant pull-tabs for
those over 18. Bar will be open - beer, mixed drinks, and sodas. Everyone is welcome to come to
this fun event. For further information, please call Tina Simpson, co-chair, at 717-635-8008.
The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius invite you to their Summer Festival at
Villa Sacred Heart in Danville on Saturday July 16 from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Fun and Games, Food
and Prizes, Flea Market, Baked Goods, Holupky Dinner, Silent Auction, Petting Zoo, Bounce
House, and Round-the-clock tours of the Basilica in this Year of Mercy. Mass will be celebrated at
5 p.m.

New Monastery
Continued from 2

“They give themselves completely
and totally to the Lord for the world,
coming away from the world for the
world,” he said. “They are for us
tremendous examples of the life of
prayer and contemplation that they
live.”
The roots of the history of the Discalced Carmelites go back to one of
the initial foundations of St. Teresa of
Avila in Caravaca, Spain. From there,
the community went to Pueblo and
Guadalajara, Mexico, where persecution of Catholics in the early 1900s
and the subsequent Cristero War
caused them to flee to San Francisco
for their lives. They subsequently
built a Carmel in Lincoln, where 38
nuns live today.
“I believe that we stand here today
because of the seeds planted by the
Mexican martyrs in the last century,”
Msgr. Timothy Thorburn, Vicar General of the Diocese of Lincoln, said
at the groundbreaking. “We are here
because others have shed their blood
for Jesus Christ. May that sacrifice
inspire us to make the building of this
Carmel soon.”
The congregation has especially attracted young women. The community in Elysburg, for example, includes
women from all over the world, including Ghana and Australia.

Sister Romaine
Niemeyer
Continued from 7

“Hospital administration wasn’t a
career for us; it was a real mission
and about ministry,” Sister Romaine
continued. “The example that Sister
Ursula gave in living her religious
life and being an administrator was a
true witness. She carried the spirit of
always integrating God into everything she did.”
Sister Ursula and Sister Romaine
have been foundations that have
helped to keep Holy Spirit Health
System on solid ground, and the decades during their leadership have
seen expansion of the hospital and its
services, forays into satellite health
centers, outpatient facilities, mental health and urgent care, and the
milestone affiliation with Geisinger
Health System in 2014.
Through it all, the leadership of the
Sisters of Christian Charity has been
steadfast in the ministry of health
care.
“Mother Pauline, our foundress,
always had such a great love for the
sick, even though the order started
with education,” Sister Romaine
pointed out. “On the way to and from
church, Mother Pauline met people
in need and would distribute what
she had to the homes of the poor for
relief of their medical conditions.”
“We can ensure that our ministry
and mission will continue for the future of health care,” she said.
Sister Romaine has served on numerous boards during her tenure, including as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Pennsylvania Catholic Health Care Association, an affiliate of the Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference.
Standing in advocacy for Catholic
social teaching, the culture of life
and religious freedom have been personal privileges for Sister Romaine,

“They are searching for enclosed
communities and they are finding us
on their own, writing to us to request
entry,” Mother Stella-Marie told The
Catholic Witness.
“I think young women are drawn
to what is authentic,” she said of the
increase in numbers. “They are looking to live in our day and age exactly
as St. Teresa of Avila did. We wear
her habit, we pray the Traditional Divine Office that she prayed, and keep
ourselves in the heart of the Church,”
she said. “They want to be enclosed
because they want to give everything. Most of the women tell us that
if they are going to dedicate their life
to God, they want to go all the way
and give absolutely everything.”
To enter, they leave behind families, friends and the distraction of
television, Internet and hobbies.
“It is a sacrifice, yes, but you can’t
have true love without sacrifice,”
Mother Stella-Marie said. “We want
to give Our Lord absolutely everything, just as he sacrificed his entire
life for us.”
“We put the whole project of this
monastery under the patronage of St.
Joseph, because he is the Patron of
Builders,” she said, looking across
the farmland. “I am confident that
one day we will see here a beautiful monastery that is dedicated to the
glory of God.”

and a witness as well to the mission
of the Sisters of Christian Charity
and the Catholic Church.
“The Church embraces the value
of every person and the protection
of life. I’ve been blessed to sit at a
table with so many people who work
to promote and advocate for Catholic
teaching,” she said.
When she considers the mission
of Holy Spirit–A Geisinger Affiliate,
Sister Romaine recalls a profound
lesson she learned from her father
when she was young.
“My father and I were going to
Mass one Sunday, and I was just a
little girl. We came upon a woman
who was disfigured, and my father
immediately said to me, ‘Beauty
is only skin deep. That woman is a
very beautiful woman internally. In
your life, don’t look at the surface of
people; go deeper.’ That lesson has
stayed with me throughout my life.”
“We have beautiful people here at
Holy Spirit,” she remarked. “I have
met so many wonderful, dedicated
and self-giving people, who are astounding in what they do in consideration of others and in serving people
in their time of need.”
Sister Romaine will continue to reside in the Holy Spirit Hospital Convent and support Holy Spirit’s mission through her personal service and
support.
“I want to do what I can to help
keep the spirit within Holy Spirit,”
she said. “My hope is that through
the ministry of presence, support,
service and prayer, I can be supportive of our employees to keep their
compassion going.”
“In religious life, you never fully
retire,” Sister Romaine remarked.
“You’re always doing something to
serve and to answer needs, no matter
where or what.”
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Gordie Howe, Mr. Hockey, ‘Was the Epitome of Humility’
By Mike Stechschulte
Catholic News Service
He was Mr. Hockey, but he was also Mr.
Family.
That’s what Father J.J. Mech will
take away from his experiences meeting
Gordie Howe, the Detroit Red Wings and
professional hockey legend who died June
10 at age 88.
“I think that’s probably what he was the
most proud of, to be honest,” said Father
Mech, rector of the Cathedral of the Most
Blessed Sacrament and a longtime friend
of the Howe family. “Even though he was
Mr. Hockey, I think they were his real gift,
his family. And I think he recognized it. I
find that to be a testimony to who he is.”
Father Mech celebratef a morning memorial Mass for Howe June 15 at the cathedral, with thousands in attendance.
Though Howe was not Catholic, several
of his family members are, Father Mech
said, and requested the Mass at Detroit’s
cathedral to honor their father’s legacy as
an icon of the Motor City. The Mass was
not a funeral Mass in the Catholic liturgical sense.
For all Howe meant to Detroit and to
professional hockey, it was his down-toearth nature that touched almost everyone
who met him, friends and fans alike, Father Mech told The Michigan Catholic,
newspaper of the Detroit Archdiocese.

Detroit Red Wings’
Gordie Howe is pictured
in action against the
Toronto Maple Leafs’
Allan Stanley in this
undated handout photo.
Howe, the man forever
known as “Mr. Hockey,”
died June 10 at age 88.
CNS, DETROIT RED
WINGS VIA REUTERS

“He was the epitome of humility,” said
the priest, who last fall celebrated the
wedding of one of Howe’s granddaughters. “With all the challenges he’s had in
his older years, he really connected and
came alive with little kids. And his family
attested to this, too. He loved to work with
kids and to be the right kind of person for
these young people.”
Despite his celebrity as one of the greatest athletes of all time, Howe always made

time for the average fan, signing autographs and chatting with hockey moms
and dads at rinks and in supermarkets
across the Detroit metro area.
“He was such a great person in the way
he dealt with fans,” Father Mech said.
“They were not a burden; in fact, it was
the exact opposite. He came alive when
he was working with fans. The family
was laughing about that. They might have
needed to go somewhere and they’d say,

‘Well, forget about the schedule; Dad’s
with the fans.’ He loved that, and that’s
why I think he was such a class act. The
ego was not a part of it.”
Father Mech said he met with Howe’s
family the morning of June 13 to prepare
details for the memorial Mass.
Though cathedral staff had no way of
predicting how many people from the
Detroit area would turn out to pay tribute
to Howe June 15 – the Mass was open to
the public – the cathedral seats only about
900 people. About 500 family members
and dignitaries – including Michigan Gov.
Rick Snyder, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, members of the team-owning Ilitch
family and Red Wings past and present,
not to mention other NHL greats such as
Wayne Gretzky and Bobby Orr – attended.
Howe, who scored 801 career goals –
second only to Gretzky in that department
– is about as close to Detroit royalty as
anyone, Father Mech noted.
“No doubt, we are truly Hockeytown.
That’s our name, and you can’t think
about that without thinking about Gordie
Howe,” he said. “With such a class act that
he has been, we are proud to have him –
even though he’s Canadian – as our second son.”
A daylong public visitation for Howe
took place at Joe Louis Arena, home of
the Red Wings.

Broadcaster Vin Scully Wins Gabriel Personal Achievement Award
Holy Cross Family Ministries
When baseball announcer Vin Scully
received a Gabriel Award from the Catholic Academy of Communication Professionals, he relayed a story about meeting
the Pope that left everyone laughing and
crying at the same time. “I’m with them,”
he told the audience in a video acceptance speech for the Personal Achievement Award.
Scully, who has been the voice of the
Brooklyn and Los Angeles Dodgers for
an incredible 67 years and is retiring at

the end of this season, was honored at the
Catholic Media Conference in St. Louis
on June 2. He was honored for his prolific work and lengthy career in broadcasting, especially for the way helped to
uplift the human spirit. The Gabriel Personal Achievement Award is sponsored
by Family Theater Productions of Hollywood and presented in memory of its
founder, Servant of God Patrick Peyton,
also known as the “Rosary Priest.”
“We are so proud to present Vin Scully
with the Personal Achievement Award,”
said Susan Wallace, this year’s Chair of

the Gabriel Awards. “He epitomizes what
the Gabriel Awards represent: positive,
upbeat, soulful, kindhearted and conscientious. For nearly seven decades, Vin
Scully has been the reassuring voice of
honesty and optimism in sports broadcasting, enthralling viewers and listeners
with his limitless knowledge of baseball
and illuminating lessons on life.”
Sponsored by the Catholic Academy
of Communication Professionals, the
Gabriel Awards were started in 1965 and
are the premier awards program for media that uplifts the spirit. They recognize
excellence in film, video, audio and internet and are presented to top producers, acknowledging outstanding artistic
achievement in media that entertains and
enriches with a true vision of humanity.
Scully could not attend Catholic Media
Conference to receive his Gabriel Award
in person because he was doing his job:
providing the play-by-play descriptions
and commentary for the Los Angeles
Dodgers. In his taped acceptance speech,
he thanked the Catholic Academy of
Communication Professionals for honoring him with the Personal Achievement
Award and told a story that described his
spiritual philosophy of life.
In 1956, Scully – a devout Catholic – got the opportunity to meet Pope
Pius XII. He traveled to Rome with
then-Dodgers pitcher Ralph Branca and
his wife Ann for an audience with the

HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETES
Diocese of Harrisburg

2016 ROSARY RALLY
led by
Bishop Ronald Gainer
COACHES: BRING YOUR WHOLE TEAM!
PLAYERS: SHOW YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT,
WEAR YOUR GAME JERSEY
SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2016 6:00 - 8:00PM
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
3435 EAST TRINDLE ROAD
Camp Hill, PA

Parents & Families Welcome!

Los Angeles Dodgers
Hall of Fame
announcer Vin Scully
throws out the
ceremonial first pitch
prior to the first game
ever between the Los
Angeles Dodgers and
the Boston Red Sox
at Fenway Park in
Boston last year.
CNS, JON SOOHOO, EPA

Pontiff. They had been advised not to
speak to his Holiness unless spoken to,
but Ann couldn’t resist and requested a
blessing for her family, which was given.
The Pope asked Branca a question, then
looked at Scully. “Are you with them?”
he queried. Perhaps for the first time
in his life, the baseball announcer was
tongue-tied. He could only stammer a
barely audible “Yes.” The Pope walked
away, saying no more and leaving Scully
feeling like he blew his chance.
“But now as I’ve gotten older,” Scully continued, “I’ve realized that those
couple of words really sums up why I’m
here. I was with them for the thousands
of baseball games that I saw, the hundreds and hundreds of homeruns to end
exciting games, the no-hitters and perfect
games. I was with them all along the way,
standing on the curb and applauding.”
He ended his speech with a request.
He wanted a photo sent to him of all the
priests and nuns in attendance at the Gabriel Award ceremony. He wants to take
it with him on Judgement Day so he can
hold it up and say, “I’m with them.”
The prestigious Gabriel Awards are
an important component of the Catholic
Academy of Communication Professionals’ mission to proclaim the Good News.
The Academy rewards media professionals for outstanding work that might otherwise not be recognized for its enrichment value.
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Twenty Years of Adoration:

The Chapel of the Sacred Heart
Offers Peace to Dauphin Deanery
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Consider how many days and hours are in a 20-year period.
There are 7,300 days in 20 years, which means that as the
Perpetual Adoration Chapel of the Sacred Heart in the Dauphin Deanery celebrates its 20-year anniversary, it has had at
least one person present in front of the Blessed Sacrament for
175,200 hours.
Perpetual Adoration is a Eucharistic devotion where people
unite in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament both during the
day and throughout the night, ensuring that someone is presence before the Lord seven days a week.
Parishioners of St. Margaret Mary sent a request to Bishop
Nicholas Datillo in 1995 to open a Perpetual Adoration Chapel
there for the deanery.
After permission was granted, the Blessed Sacrament was
carried in procession to the chapel for the first time on February
18, 1996, and the very first hour began at 8 p.m. with adorers
Bill and Diane Bird.
Since its vision and creation, there have been three coordinators, including founder, Tom Lapkowicz, and current coordinator Betsy Schaedler, who succeeded Eileen Bradel.
The chapel is situated behind St. Margaret Mary School in
Harrisburg, and is open to anyone for prayer and meditation at
any time.
“Jesus is here, and he wants you to come, he desires you
more than you desire him. And if you just come, there is no set
way to pray. Don’t be afraid,” Mrs. Schaedler says in encouraging people to visit the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament there. “If
you have the slightest inkling you should be here, that means
the Holy Spirit is giving you that thought.”
She also said that people can come in or any amount of time;
it doesn’t have to be an hour your first time. She suggested that
people can come to pray for even five minutes.
Adorers come at all times of the day, some while driving
home, or others after a tragedy.
In the case of one adorer, Nancy, the reason to stop in to the
Sacred Heart Chapel was to seek peace.

Adorers come before the
Blessed Sacrament in
the Chapel of the Sacred
Heart, the Perpetual
Adoration Chapel of the
Dauphin Deanery.

Bishop Ronald Gainer incenses an icon of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus as he celebrates
Mass at St. Margaret Mary Church in
Harrisburg on Corpus Christi Sunday, May
29, in celebration of the 20th anniversary of
the Adoration Chapel.
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Nancy, a graduate of St. Margaret Mary School, hadn’t even
realized the chapel was there, until 2011, when she needed
some peace and a friend urged to go there. She signed up for an
hour of adoration, had a prayer partner and has been attending
regularly ever since.
“I loved the quiet and peace. I’m here a lot. There are times
that when something has happened, this is where I come. On
the way home from something, I’ll just stop in, even for 15
minutes,” said Nancy, who asked that her last name be withheld.

The chapel has become a special place for Nancy, who needed to find peace as she prepared to go through a difficult time
in her life. She made a mistake at her job, she explained, an
action that resulted in her serving a year in prison. “I had such
a weight on my heart soul, and I came here to ask for guidance
on what to do. This is the only way I got through it. I said, ‘Just
guide me.’ I needed to bring it forward, I needed to be the one,
because I couldn’t live with the guilt anymore. It was here that
I had to give it up, I had to give it up to God and say, ‘Get my
children through it, because they were very hurt, get my children through it, get my family through it.’”
“It’s the way I got through prison,” she said of prayer. “I
found the Rosary group there in four days. It was my faith….
I missed going to the chapel. It was an aching. I missed the
quiet.”
The Chapel of the Sacred Heart was also there for Nancy
upon her release. “When I came home in February, the best
way I can describe it, it was like I was never gone. I just came
back into life and I was never gone. But in reality, I still feel
that way, like I’m on the outside looking in at a life that I was
always a part of, going on around me, but I’m not a part of it.
[The chapel] was the only place that I came right back to, it was
so welcoming. I was not on the outside looking in, I was there.
This was how I got through the very dark times when I finally
gave it up, and that was hard, to give it up and say, ‘Your will
be done.’ But I knew He would be there for me, and He was.”
Adorers are welcome to come at any time to the chapel, located in the convent by St. Margaret Mary School at 2848 Herr
Street in Harrisburg. Those who are interested in becoming a
regular adorer with fixed, dedicated hours, can contact Mrs.
Schaedler at 717-756-4897 or theway46@hotmail.com. Any
hour that works in an individual’s schedule works for the chapel’s schedule.
If you have a few minutes to spare between now and the next
175,200 hours, Mrs. Schaedler suggests to, “just come and sit
and let the Holy Spirit and Jesus guide you. And you don’t have
to come for a long period of time. He takes us any way he can
get us.”

Above: The Blessed Sacrament is seen in a monstrance in the Chapel of the
Sacred Heart.
Left: A statue of Joseph and Jesus is one of several pieces in the chapel.

