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Young men spend time in the chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., during the Diocese of Harrisburg’s annual Quo Vadis Days, which offers
participants a time to explore God’s call in their lives as they take part in Masses, spiritual offerings, discussions and recreation with priests and seminarians. Now in
its ninth year, Quo Vadis Days annually attracts 100 young men. See pages 8 and 9.

Faith Serves Public
Life, Archbishop Says
By Maria Wiering
Catholic News Service
Archbishop William E. Lori
of Baltimore held up statesman Sargent Shriver and other

Catholics like him as “a living
example of how faith enriches
public life” June 21 at a standing-room-only Mass opening the
second Fortnight for Freedom.

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore leads
prayer during a candlelight vigil for the second
annual Fortnight for Freedom observance
outside the U.S. Capitol in Washington
June 22. CNS/LESLIE E. KOSSOFF

“Faith serves the public
life not only by the sheer
magnitude of its humanitarian services,” he said, “but by
its witness to Christ Jesus,
to its witness to those moral
truths and values without
which democracy cannot
flourish.”
Celebrated at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Baltimore,
the evening Mass began 14
days of prayer, education
and action on religious liberty issues called for by the
U.S. bishops.
Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien,
grand master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem and
former archbishop of BaltiMore FORTNIGHT, page 12

Bishops View
Rulings as ‘Tragic
Day for Marriage’
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
U.S. Catholic bishops said
the U.S. Supreme Court’s June
26 rulings on same-sex marriage were a “tragic day for
marriage and our nation.”
The court, in separate 5-4
rulings, struck down the federal Defense of Marriage Act,
or DOMA, defining marriage
as between one man and one
woman and also refused to rule
on the merits of a challenge to
California’s Proposition 8, the
voter-approved initiative barring same-sex marriage.
In the rulings, the court said
DOMA was unconstitutional
under the Equal Protection

Clause and they sent back to
lower courts a challenge to
Prop 8, saying the individuals
who defended the law in court
lacked the legal standing to do
so.
A statement by Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan of New
York, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Archbishop Salvatore
J. Cordileone of San Francisco, chair of the U.S. bishops’
Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage,
said the court “has dealt a profound injustice to the American people by striking down,
in part, the federal Defense of
Marriage Act.”
More RULINGS, page 13
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Keynote Speaker for Upcoming Communication
Conference Stresses Authentic Formation in Use of Media
News. When our Lord commanded
us, ‘Go forth and tell the Good News
throughout the world,’ he didn’t say to
“It is, therefore, an inherent right of
do it just in person. Today, that means
the Church to have at its disposal and
the virtual world,” Dr. Gan said.
to employ any of these media insofar
He pointed to the Church’s call
as they are necessary or useful for the
for us to enter into the modern-day
instruction of Christians and all its
Areopagus, the social hub of ancient
efforts for the welfare of souls. It is the
Athens where St. Paul preached.
duty of Pastors to instruct and guide
“St. Paul was the consummate
the faithful so that they, with the help
communicator, second only to Our
of these same media, may further the
Lord. He would be there to engage the
salvation and perfection of themselves
people where they were. Today, the
and of the entire human family. In adChurch speaks of the Areopagus of our
dition, the laity especially must strive
modern day in reference to the media,
to instill a human and Christian spirit
the online world. We need to be there
into these media, so that they may fully
as much as we are in the physical
measure up to the great expectations
world proclaiming the Good News,”
of mankind and to God’s design.”
Dr. Gan remarked.
(Inter Mirifica, Decree on the Media
That presence in the media and in
of Social Communications, Pope Paul
the
online world calls us to be formed
VI, December, 1963)
to use it in a way that is powerful and
Fifty years after the pope’s promulgation on social comauthentic, he said.
munications, Inter
The “Virtually
Mirifica continues
Human” conference
to ring true, even as
will offer tools and
the Church and her
resources for that
people have forayed
formation.
into chat rooms,
“We ourselves as
“Virtually Human:
tweets and Facebook
individuals need to
posts.
make the resolution,
The
Impact
of
Media
&
Technology
on
Human
Relationships”
The Church recog‘Lord, I want to do
nizes that media can
Cardinal
Keeler
Center,
Harrisburg
this for you. I want
be of great service
to do this because I
to mankind, but also
9:00 am – 3:00 pm -- September 14, 2013
want to be joyful as
expresses concern
your child. I want
about media production and its use that
 Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
to live a life that is
goes against God’s
pleasing to you, and
 Keynote address by Dr. Eugene Gan, Professor at Franciscan University
plan, Inter Mirifica
then I want to share
states.
of Steubenville and author of “Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ
this at the same time
The Diocese of
with all those whom
in the Media”
Harrisburg will
you put in my path,
examine the creation
 Breakout sessions to engage parents, catechists, youth ministers,
in the physical world
and use of media
or in the online
college students and young adults on the moral aspects of media and its
with respect to the
world,’” Dr. Gan
faith during a Comuse
said.
munication Confer
Panel
discussion
with
presenters
about
today’s
challenges
of
media
use
“I’m hoping that
ence this fall. The
each
one of us as
conference is aimed
individuals
would go
Additional
information
and
registration
information
available
at
at clergy, religious,
out
of
that
confereducators, youth
www.hbgdiocese.org/virtuallyhuman
ence with resolutions
ministers, parents
to take even closer
and young adults,
steps to Our Father.”
and anyone interBy Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

ested in the connection between media
and the Catholic faith.
“Virtually Human: The Impact of
Media and Technology on Human
Relationships” will be held Sept. 14 at
the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. The day will begin with the celebration of Mass at 9 a.m., followed by
a keynote address by Dr. Eugene Gan,
Professor at Franciscan University
of Steubenville and author of Infinite
Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in
the Media. There will also be breakout
sessions on the Ten Commandments of
using media; parental skills for teaching youth about the proper use of media; and moral aspects of media and its
use. A panel discussion will conclude
the day, which will end at 3 p.m.
Register online at www.hbgdiocese.
org/virtuallyhuman.
Dr. Gan, who is Professor of Interactive Media, Communications, and Fine

Art at Franciscan University, points
out that the Church gives us a wealth
of teachings and documents concerning the use of media.
In his book, Infinite Bandwidth, he
presents seven keys that the Church
encourages us to examine when we
consider media: balance, attitude,
personalism, truth-filled, inspirational,
skillfully developed, and motivated by
and relevant to experience.
“There is a clear framework, a clear
guideline for each of us, as individuals and as community,” he told The
Catholic Witness.
The media is where we spread the
Gospel message, where we can introduce others to Church teaching, witness to the dignity of human life, and
share the beauty of the faith through
art.
The media goes hand in hand with
our entire faith, with telling the Good

Diocesan Communication Conference
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Mass to Mark the
150th Anniversary of the
Battle of Gettysburg
• Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan,
Celebrant and Homilist
• Saturday, July 6 at 7 p.m.
• Xavier Center, 455 Table Rock Rd., Gettysburg
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of New York and President of
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, will be the celebrant and
homilist for an outdoor Mass to mark the 150th anniversary of the Battle of
Gettysburg. The Mass will be celebrated on the grounds of Xavier Center,
the new parish center of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg, on July 6 at
7 p.m. All are invited to attend.
St. Francis Xavier Church on High Street served as a hospital during the
Battle of Gettysburg, as religious sisters cared for wounded soldiers there.

The Witness
Returns August 2
The Catholic Witness its taking its summer publication hiatus and will resume bi-weekly publication with the August 2 edition.
Our next edition will feature images and stories from World Youth Day in
Brazil, as photojournalist Emily Albert travels with diocesan pilgrims to join
in this gathering with Pope Francis. Photos and articles by Emily and our two
correspondents – Elizabeth Bare and Alexandra Parisi – will also be posted
online at http://youthandyoungadult.ning.com. See page 5 for more information about World Youth Day and how you can connect to blogs featuring our
pilgrims.
Stay in touch with news from the diocese by visiting our Web site, www.
hbgdiocese.org, by joining our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Diocese
ofHarrisburg, and by connecting via Twitter at www.twitter.com/HBGDiocese.
If you’re planning a little travel this summer, you can find Mass times worldwide at www.masstimes.org.
Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness electronically?
Through a free service, you can receive the paper via e-mail with a direct link
to each edition as it is published.
Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the
form, you’ll be added to our e-mail list.
Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college
students and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the
Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the
paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.
Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness
account number, and your name, address and phone number.
As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share stories of interest or otherwise get in touch with us, send an e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.
org or call 717-657-4804. Our publication dates and submission guidelines
for 2013 can be found on The Catholic Witness’ page at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our next edition on August 2!

Correction
The article on the Irish Brigade that appeared in the June 21, 2013, edition
mistakenly referred to the University of Notre Dame as Notre Dame University.

Ed Scholly Retires
after 35 Years with
Diocesan Cemeteries
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
For nearly 25 years, Ed
Scholly has walked the sacred grounds of Holy Cross,
Mount Calvary and Resurrection cemeteries in Harrisburg.
As manager of those cemeteries, his work has focused
on overseeing the perpetual
care of graves, offering service to people purchasing
plots, and lending a sympathetic ear to those mourning
the loss of a loved one.
His work has also involved in-depth recordkeeping regarding 27,000 burials,
scheduling burials, and working to maintain and repair
equipment like lawnmowers
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
and backhoes.
After 35 years of service
with Catholic Cemeteries of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Mr. Scholly retired on
June 30, bidding farewell to a job that he has considered a ministry.
“Certainly what I will miss most are the people I’ve worked with, and those
I’ve gotten to know over the years,” he said. In particular, he pointed to Diocesan
Center staff with whom he has worked, and the cemetery workers on whom he
has come to rely.
He also spoke fondly of his fellow managers: Mike Rugalla, who retired from
All Saints Cemetery in Elysburg last year after 46 years with Diocesan Cemeteries, and Kevin Shervinskie, who succeeded him there; Patrick Eichelberger, who
manages Holy Cross Cemetery in Lebanon and St. Anthony, St. Mary and St.
Joseph cemeteries in Lancaster; and Tom Brlanksy, who has managed Gate of
Heaven Cemetery in Mechanicsburg and St. Mary, St. Patrick and Holy Saviour
cemeteries in York.
Mr. Brlansky is taking the reins from Mr. Scholly as manager of Holy Cross,
Mount Calvary and Resurrection cemeteries. And Mr. Brlansky’s son, Joe, is stepping into the manager role that his father has ably filled at the Mechanicsburg and
York locations.
Mr. Scholly said he expects the transitions to be smooth, given the dedicated
service and expertise of his fellow managers.
“Every manager has his own method of operation, his own fingerprint that he
has left on the cemeteries he has overseen,” he remarked, “and that’s a gift.”
The fingerprints Mr. Scholly leaves behind are plenty. Developments during
his tenure with Diocesan Cemeteries – including as Director of Cemeteries from
1978-1990 – have included a focus on more in-depth recordkeeping, the sale of
vaults, and the establishment and care of special sections where infants are buried.
He has also endeavored to better serve cemetery visitors by creating directories
that list and map the graves at Holy Cross, Mount Calvary and Resurrection cemeteries. The laminated directories are kept outside for constant availability, and
allow people to easily locate the gravesites of those buried there.
Mr. Scholly also had a hand in the development of Gate of Heaven Cemetery in
Mechanicsburg in the mid 80s, when he was working as Director of Cemeteries.
He assisted in working through the zoning process and the planning stages as the
cemetery was laid out.
“I consider myself very fortunate to have seen that cemetery evolve from the
beginning,” said Mr. Scholly.
It’s where he buried his wife of 43 years, Cecilia, three years ago.
“Ever since her death, I’ve felt that I could better place myself in the shoes of
the people who we serve,” Mr. Scholly remarked.
“You’re dealing with people every day who are either having to bury a loved
one, or who are thinking of purchasing a plot or a marker for themselves. You’re
dealing with people during difficult times in their lives,” he said. “You wish you
could solve everybody’s problems, and most of the time you can help just by
listening.”
A focal point of his service with Diocesan Cemeteries has been to make himself
as available as possible to those who visited or called his office. A staple of his
dedication, for example, was that he consistently checked phone messages on
evenings and weekends so that he could assist people even after hours.
He carried that dedication all the way through to his last day on the job, to
ensure a smooth transition not only for Mr. Brlansky, but for the people being
served.
“You work to care for the land, to keep family records in order, to schedule burials. But most of the time, your role is just that of being present, being a listener,”
said Mr. Scholly.
“This work has been very rewarding, and I’ve considered it a ministry,” he said.
(For information on the services provided by Diocesan Cemeteries, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/cemeteries.)
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Going Too Far with DNR? Evangelizing with Stories
By Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
Special to The Witness
Resuscitating a patient who undergoes a cardiac arrest or stops breathing often
involves multiple procedures. When a resuscitation “Code Blue” is called in the hospital (or on a TV show), something like a medical “flash mob” comes together to
try to save the patient. The sequence of events typically involves a combination of
CPR, airway assistance, medications and shocks to the heart when the resuscitation
is performed in a clinical setting. Sometimes these interventions
can seem unwarranted or extreme, and people wonder whether it
would be OK to fill out a “Do Not Resuscitate” order (DNR) for themselves or for
a family member. Would declining permis- Father Tadeusz
sion to resuscitate someone mean they are
Pacholczyk
abandoning their loved one? Each crisis or
Making Sense
emergency situation will have unique contours, and the question of our moral duty to
Out of Biothics
provide resuscitation will vary with the details of each case. Sometimes a DNR order
will be a reasonable choice; other times it
will not.
If a DNR order is chosen, the condition of the patient must be
such that the intervention would be of no significant benefit to him or her. Sometimes
out of a generalized fear of medical technology, people may decide to put a DNR in
place many years before any serious medical situation arises. Without knowing the
medical particulars of their own future situations, however, this would be an unwise
and ill-advised step. It can also be premature to decline a full code early in the course
of a progressive disease, as resuscitation might well offer a bridge to healing or to
another extended period of life. As the patient’s condition worsens, though, he or she
may later decide that a full code has become unreasonable, and choose a DNR at that
point. These judgments are tricky to make, because the specifics of each case differ,
and those specifics change with time and disease progression. DNR’s should be put
in place only when the circumstances warrant it, that is to say, on a case-by-case,
patient-specific basis. In other words, when CPR/resuscitation can reasonably be determined to no longer offer a hope of benefit to the patient or if it entails an excessive
burden to him, at that time a DNR can be put into place.
Some of the possible burdens that may need to be considered in deciding whether
to pursue resuscitative interventions for a patient would include some of the following: the risk of rib or other bone fractures, puncture of the lungs by a broken bone (or
from the trauma of lung compression and decompression), bleeding in the center of
the chest, cerebral dysfunction or permanent brain damage, the small risk (about 3 or
4%) that the patient might end up entering a vegetative state, and subsequent complications if the patient ends up staying on a ventilator for an extended period following
the resuscitation.
During resuscitative efforts, elderly patients are more likely to experience complications or to have ribs break during CPR. Younger patients, on the other hand, tend to
show a greater resilience and are often better able to tolerate CPR. Patients suffering
from advanced cancer are also known to fare poorly following resuscitative efforts.
In terms of overall statistics, when a patient codes in the hospital and all resuscitative measures are taken, patients frequently do not end up leaving the hospital, especially when they are elderly or have other co-accompanying conditions. Based on
data from the National Registry of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (NRCPR), studies have determined that patients who undergo cardiac arrest in the hospital have an
overall survival to discharge rate of about 17%. The rate drops even lower (to around
13%) for cancer patients. In other words, the benefits are oftentimes few and shortlived, while the burdens tend to be high. There are, of course, exceptions — while
many patients do not experience significant benefits from resuscitative measures, a
small percentage do.
So when death is imminent, and disease states are very advanced (perhaps with
multiple organ failure), and assuming other spiritual matters, such as last sacraments,
have been addressed, a DNR order may not raise any moral problems. The key consideration in making the judgment will be to determine whether the benefits of resuscitation outweigh the burdens.
DNR orders can be misused, of course, if they are broadly construed as calling on
medical professionals to abandon or otherwise discontinue all care of a patient. Even
as patients may be declining and dying of serious underlying illnesses, we must continue to care for them, support and comfort them, and use the various ordinary means
that they may have been relying on, such as heart and blood pressure medications,
diuretics, insulin, etc.
We should always seek to do what is ethically “ordinary” or “proportionate” in providing care for our loved ones, though we are never obligated to choose anything that
would be heroic, disproportionate or unduly burdensome when it comes
(Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.)
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By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
As I sit in front of my computer and watch the blinking cursor, hoping that
it will magically write this article, the realization that I AM “a story teller”
rather than “a writer” is brought home to me.
Good stories enlighten the heart and can make the soul
smile. They can teach and re-teach important lessons that are
timeless. They are the family legends
that made the sacrifices of the immiThoughts
grants heroic in the past century as
from a Catholic
they were related over and over again
Evangelist
on the knees of the family matriarch
Sister Geralyn
or patriarch. The Divine Teacher inSchmidt, SCC
structed his listeners through this art.
Sometimes his parables were meant
to shock or correct or focus upon social injustice, or just to make people think differently. These
timeless stories that Christ told etched lessons on the hearts of all listeners
both during his day and ours as well.
“Everybody has a story” is not just a clever euphemism that illustrates the
idea of the importance of a good tale; there is a truth in this idea. In Evangelization for the Third Millennium, Avery Cardinal Dulles, SJ, (Paulist Press,
2009) declares that the first way to effectively evangelize a culture is to share
personal witness about people who have dedicated their lives to Christ. He
echoed Pope Paul VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi who said, “The first means of
evangelization is the witness of an authentically Christian life, given over to
God in a communion that nothing should destroy and at the same time given
to one’s neighbor with limitless zeal.” (EN 41)
As I travel throughout our diocese, talking to students and their teachers,
I am often asked, “Sister, when did you know that you were going to be a
sister?” I usually say that the knowledge comes about through a journey until
your heart says, “YES, here I am, Lord!”
For me, the journey began with a somewhat rude awakening as I began
eighth grade. My mom and I were scheduled to go uniform shopping on a
rainy day in August. The deluge outside did not stifle my mom’s hunger to
get school shopping completed before the first day of school. As we set out to
the mall to complete our assigned task, my mom swerved to avoid a car that
cut her off and hydroplaned. She struck the grassy median of the highway
sideways, causing the car to turn over as she hit a tree. The impact of the tree
propelled me out the closed side window, 75 feet diagonally across the highway. I landed face down, unconscious, in a puddle of water on the side of the
road. A passerby saw this, stopped, rolled me over and propped me against
the guard rail. First responders were deployed to the scene of the accident.
As paramedics constructed a canopy to shield me from the rain, I came to. I
asked, “What happened?” “You were in a car accident,” replied a voice from
my left. “My mom?” “She is ok.” “The car?” “Well, don’t worry about that!”
I never opened my eyes, and yet I can tell you the color of the canopy and
the color of the paramedic’s uniform. After some time, I heard the same voice
say, “Is she gone?” To which I responded, “Nope, I am right here.” I felt pressure on my knees, thigh, face, and hands as they bandaged my wounds and
strapped me to a spine board.
Twenty four hours later, I found myself in a hospital room with over 300
stitches, experiencing my first of six operations, staring at the ceiling trying
to count the dots in the design of the tiles. My roommate was a 79-year-old
woman who had fallen and broken her hip. Her injuries caused her to become
quite confused. Her daughter got permission to stay in the room, hoping that
her presence would lessen her mom’s confusion so they could repair her hip.
The daughter kept on saying, with tears streaming down her face, “My mom
is going to die and I never told her I loved her. She doesn’t even know I am
here.” I responded, “Did you ever try praying?” “How do I do that?” “Prayer
is a conversation with Jesus. Tell Him what you told me.”
We prayed together. I felt for the second time in my life the Presence of
Christ in that hospital room as sure as I sit here typing this story. We prayed
until both of us fell asleep. I was not surprised that when we awoke the next
morning, we found the mom perfectly lucid and hungry, asking for breakfast!
Jesus had indeed answered the prayers of two young women that evening! As
I experienced more surgeries and physical therapy, I realized that God had
indeed saved me for a very special reason – to serve Him. He is my Beloved!
I am humbled to relate to others God’s amazing saving action in my personal life. His love and mercy are boundless. Personal witness of God’s action is truly amazing and essential in evangelizing the culture. Share YOUR
personal stories with one another within your own families, parishes and/or
small faith communities. Remember, God has no arms but yours, no ears but
yours, no eyes but yours. By sharing your story of faith, you share Him to the
world!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. In addition, Sister blogs for Powerful
Learning Practices, a company providing in-service opportunities for educators. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the
individual God has called them to be.)
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A Glimpse into
Rio De Janeiro as World
Youth Day Approaches

Christ the Redeemer statue is seen atop Corcovado
Mountain in Rio de Janeiro. When young Catholics
from around the world gather in Rio de Janeiro for
World Youth Day July 23-28, they will be under the
gaze of the city’s famous statue.
CNS/RICARDO MORAES, REUTERS

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

P

reparing for World Youth Day can be a challenge.
It is hard to pack light, to prepare physically for the
amount of walking you’ll be doing, and of course to prepare your heart for the spiritual journey. And though it is a
spiritual pilgrimage, you are still in a foreign country and
learning about a new culture and way of life.
This is why every time I travel, whether for pilgrimages
or vacations, I love to read about the place I’m journeying to. I prefer the ever-so-popular travel writings of Frommer’s or Fodor’s guide books.
I’ve started purchasing these little travel guides since my
first overseas trip in 2004. When I dust off my bookshelf
(for my mother’s sake, let’s say I do this weekly) I enjoy
seeing the bright font of the country or city on the spine of
the book. My collection isn’t extensive or impressive by
any means, but I love adding to it! I especially enjoy looking back into these guides and finding tickets from a subway or theater show that I used as bookmarks, or finding the
pages that I dog eared. In a way, they become scrapbooks.
Before the trip, these guide books can prepare you for
weather, meal times, and popular places to visit on or off
the beaten path if you want to get a sense of culture and
not tourism.
I want to share a few interesting facts that I found about

Rio De Janeiro, where World Youth Day will be held July
23-28. I’m excited for our youth and young adult pilgrims
to see some of these things first hand. Almost all the World
Youth Day activities will be taking place on Copacabana,
one of the most popular beaches in Brazil.
Did You Know...
• Sailing into the Baia de Guanabara on January 1, 1502,
Portuguese explorer Goncalo Caelho mistook the bay for a
huge river mouth. He named it, River of January, Rio De
Janeiro, a geographical error that has never been corrected.
• Several indigenous tribes inhabited Guanabara Bay
when the first European settlers arrived, including the
Tamoio and the Tupinkin people. Many of the Portuguese
married the local tribeswomen and formed families, creating a racial mix that is continued in present-day Rio de
Janeiro.
• Copacabana is one of the most densely populated places
on the planet, with some 25,000 people per square meter.
The majority of these inhabitants are squeezed into the
myriad high rise apartments that dominate the neighborhood.
• Copacabana offers 4 miles of glorious white sand.
• Rio’s highest mountain is Pico da Tijuca.
• The height of the Christ the Redeemer statue is 98 feet,
excluding the pedestal, and was erected on Corcovado in
Tijuca National Park in 1931.
• Rio is the home of Brazil’s most popular national park,

Tijuca, with two million visitors a year.
• Rio has a tropical climate, making it warm all year
round. Winter is May-July; it is less warm and humid than
other times of the year, with dry days and cooler evenings.
Average temperature is 72-77 degrees. Summer runs from
November-February; it is hot and humid during the day
with heavy rain usually daily. It remains warm at night. August-October and March-April are warm but not so humid
and nights are more comfortable.
• Breakfast usually starts relatively late, around 8 a.m.
Lunch is the main meal of the day, served from midday
until about 3 p.m. Dinner is a lighter meal and normally
starts after 9 p.m.
• The nearest thing to a national dish is the feijoada, a
hearty meat-and-beans stew accompanied by farofa (toasted ground manioc), rice, cabbage and orange slices.
• The Brazilian currency is the “real” (plural, reais).
World Youth Day is nearly two weeks away. Our pilgrims
from the Diocese of Harrisburg are preparing spiritually
with catechesis, prayer and open hearts. We will be praying
for our diocese and its people while we are on this amazing
spiritual journey.
To learn more about our journey and about Brazil, please
follow us at www.younthandyoungadult.ning.com. We will
be posting photos, videos and blogs as often as our journey
allows. And most importantly, please pray for us during our
pilgrimage.

Join Our ‘Ning’ Site to Follow Social Media Posts for WYD
You can journey with diocesan pilgrims as they prepare for, and participate in, World Youth Day this July
by creating an account at http://youthandyoungadult.
ning.com. The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry has created this site, called a “Ning,”
to offer a one-stop-shop for online social media.
Here, you will find blogs, photos and Facebook
posts related to World Youth Day. Leading up to
World Youth Day, there will be posts with informa-

tion about the pilgrimage and its sites posted on the
WYD group. During World Youth Day, photojournalist Emily Albert from The Catholic Witness will join
young adult correspondents in sharing updates during
the pilgrimage.
Through the Ning site, The Catholic Witness and
youth correspondents will be able to stay in touch and
share their stories as often and conveniently as possible. We are excited to have the faithful of diocese

journey with us and pray for us as we will be praying
for you.
Interactive participation on the Ning site is available
to those who sign up to become members. Once you
establish your account at http://youthandyoungadult.
ning.com, and have been approved by the moderators
here at the diocese, you will want to join the WYD
group. Join the Ning group today to unite with the pilgrims as they prepare for this faith-filled experience!
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Commentary:

Are Catholic Schools
Really Divisive?
By Father Edward J. Quinlan
Special to The Witness
For many minority families in inner cities around our country, the Catholic school is a life-line for their children, adrift in distressed public schools.
Catholic families for decades have looked to Catholic schools to assist them
in passing on a living faith to their children as well as providing an excellent
academic and social foundation for life. The Church sees the Catholic school
as an essential element of the mission of the Church, looking back with pride
to the foundations of Catholic education at the earliest stages of our country’s
history. Yet, astonishingly our president recently equated them with segregation and division.
At the June G-8 meeting of the major world leaders held in Northern Ireland, President Obama took the opportunity to speak to a gathering of youth
in a local town hall meeting (June 17, 2013). During his presentation to the
young people, he addressed the history of Northern Ireland and the long
standing divisions in their society. He specifically stated that the presence of
Catholic schools along with Protestant schools “encourages division.” Lest
we misunderstand the context, he continued in his talk to speak of the U.S.
history of segregation with its separate drinking fountains and lunch counters
for persons of different races. The link with segregation and division is unmistakable. Is the president really disregarding the critical role that Catholic
schools play in the formation of young people in the faith? Does he really
believe that they are sources of division in society?
We would have to go back in the history of the United States almost a
century to find such blatantly discriminatory thinking. In the mid 1800s, the
Know Nothing party placed itself against immigrants and particularly Catholics. The Know Nothings viewed Catholics with suspicion because they held
to a spiritual communion with a “foreign potentate,” their name, among many
others, for the Holy Father. With their encouragement, many states, including
Pennsylvania, passed so called “Blaine Amendments,” which denied the ability of the state to provide any direct support to religious schools. When this
party gained ascendency in the legislature in the state of Oregon, it enacted a
law requiring parents to send their children to public schools, so they could
be properly indoctrinated into the culture as they understood it. The Church
challenged the law, a challenge that ultimately took the case to the Supreme
Court. The Court decided the case in favor of Catholic education. Titled as
Pierce vs. the Society of Sisters (1925), the court recognized the right of parents to raise and educate their children according to their faith, noting that
“the child is not a creature of the state.” We might be inclined to think that this
is established case law for our country since it is based on the long standing
tradition of religious freedom for our citizens, a freedom that should not to be
abridged or questioned by future governments.
For over two centuries, Catholic schools have served the mission the
Church envisions for them. They pass along a living faith to the young people
of our parishes. They welcome children of other faiths, who share our vision
of a complete education for their child, in mind, body and spirit. They have
prepared young people to become leaders of the Church and civic community.
Countless individuals in all walks of life trace their success back to their foundational education and spiritual formation received from a Catholic school. In
our diocese, Catholic schools serve a broad section of the community. Over
25% of the students attending schools in the diocese receive some level of
scholarship support, in efforts to keep them reasonably affordable to as many
as possible. I respectfully submit that Catholic schools are in many ways the
very glue that helps to hold our American community together by helping to
prepare well educated and morally literate citizens.
In light of the current attempts of the Department of Health and Human
Services to demand that all health plans, including those of religious organizations, contain three elements that are inherently immoral according Catholic and common Christian teaching, this just seems to be one more occasion
when the Catholic Church is regrettably considered by the current administration to be a problem. While the Church does stand up for human life and other
basic ideals placing her at odds with some political groups, I am surprised
that some of our well recognized contributions to American society, such as
Catholic schools along with Catholic hospitals and other institutions, are also
under fire. As I write, we are observing a Fortnight for Religious Freedom.
Who knew that when we began this time for reflection on one of our most
basic freedoms that it would become more important than ever to speak up for
religious liberty. In this case, we also need as a country to reaffirm the right of
parents to educate their children according to their faith, and the right of the
Church to support them in that duty with Catholic schools.
(Father Edward J. Quinlan is the Diocesan Secretary for Education, and
pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg.)

On the Battle Lines for
Conscience Protection
By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness
For 50 years, the Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association (PCHA) has defended conscience rights for individuals and Catholic health care institutions.
Among PCHA’s achievements are its contribution to the passage of the Pennsylvania Religious Freedom Protection Act and prevention of legislation that
would have required all hospitals to administer potentially abortion-causing
emergency contraception to sexual assault victims.
In 2002, PCHA and the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) prevailed
upon the legislature to pass a law to restore the “compelling state interest” standard to actions by the Pennsylvania government that place a burden on religious liberty. For example, employees and patients have the right to a safe and
clean medical environment. Health and safety regulations may have a compelling state interest. Although the state is telling the Catholic health care facility
what to do, so to speak, the “intrusion” is allowed for the good of all. On the
other hand, there is not a compelling state interest to force Catholics to perform
abortions. Some might disagree, but in the views of the Church, abortion is not
a critical health care service. In addition, under current law a woman can easily
obtain an abortion somewhere other than the Catholic hospital.
Pennsylvania is one of the few states to so clearly define the standard of compelling state interest into law.
In 2007, PCHA and PCC prevented passage of a bill that would have
mandated hospitals to provide emergency contraception (EC) to sexual assault
victims. EC inhibits or prevents ovulation, fertilization or implantation of a fertilized egg. Catholic teaching holds that life begins at conception, so preventing
a fertilized egg from implanting in the womb is considered abortion.
Sexual assault is an act of unjust aggression. Catholic hospitals can and do
administer EC when tests confirm that conception has not likely occurred. With
no conscience exception in this bill however, Catholic hospitals would have
been required to provide treatment in all cases. PCHA and PCC were successful in defending the right of Catholic hospitals to determine for themselves if
emergency contraception would be licit.
These victories are worth celebrating, but the fight to defend religious liberty
rages on. The battle lines of freedom remain the same – defending the boundaries where the government cannot interfere with religious conscience.
PCHA continues the defense of religious liberty with its advocacy against the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) mandate that employers (with few exceptions) provide coverage in their employee health care plans
for sterilization and contraceptives, including drugs that induce abortion. Advocates can send a message to their elected officials about the HHS mandate by
visiting www.pacatholic.org.
In Harrisburg, PCHA is supporting House Bill 383 and Senate Bill 276, the
Freedom of Conscience Act, which would assure health care providers, including pharmacists, that they could exercise religious, moral or ethical principles
and refuse to participate in certain health care services.
The Church recently marked the 1,700th anniversary of the Edict of Milan
when the Roman Empire proclaimed tolerance for Christianity. Pope Francis
called the occasion, “a symbol of the first affirmation of the principle of religious freedom.” He went on to say, however, that today “religious freedom is
more often declared than achieved.”
PCHA’s much shorter history reveals the unfortunate truth of the pope’s statement. The battle lines of religious liberty are still active. PCHA, PCC and all of
us much remain vigilant in our defense of religious freedom.
(A. B. Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the
Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic news and issues at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.
com/pacatholic.)
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Deacons and Catechumens: The Past Revisited
in the faith, typically by a priest, and then
baptized in the rite used for the Baptism of
children. In this passage from the Council,
the recognition of the ancient rites which
accompanied conversion to the faith appear
as a priority as they gradually prepare the
adult for the Sacraments of Initiation over
a period of time.
For the ancient Church, the catechumenate was the period of time which tested
conversion and assisted in the formation of
true disciples of Christ. More than a catechetical class, it was a three year period
of intense preparation for the Christian life.
Taking the promises made at Baptism seriously, the catechumen, accompanied by a
sponsor who would challenge and encourage, had to demonstrate that his life was
truly committed to Christ and to living out
the Christian faith. To this end, the three
year period could be prolonged indefinitely, since no one was permitted to be baptized unless they were truly ready.
The testimony of the early Church shows
the seriousness with which the Sacraments
of Initiation were to be taken. Not lightly
received and not easily given, the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist were only extended to those who
truly knew what the Christian life was
about and demonstrated to their sponsor
and to the local Church that they were
prepared to live it. This is the origin of
the Scrutinies, which today are celebrated
at the end of the Lenten Season, and also
the Rite of Election, which is celebrated
today on the First Sunday of Lent. Having
been examined by the Church authorities
and with the testimony of their sponsors,
the catechumens were chosen or “elected”
for the Sacraments which would forever
change their lives.
This passage gives the indication to create the new liturgical book which we call
The Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults
which has been guiding our contemporary
process of adult initiation for several decades. The book is born out of the Council’s decree and provides the direction and
rituals which fulfill the Council’s desire.
At the same time, the book also provides a
new ritual for bringing other non-Catholic
Christians into the Catholic Church. With
great ecumenical sensitivity, Vatican II
ushered in the clear acknowledgement that
other Christians were joined to the Church
by their Baptism, however, in an imperfect
way. Taking its direction from other documents of the Council, the rite of Reception
of Christians into Full Communion humbly
receives these men and women into the
Church “avoiding triumphalism” (as the
rite indicates).
Without a doubt, the restoration of the
adult catechumenate has had a profound
impact on the experience of our parishes.
In many places, the R.C.I.A. has helped to

shape the life of the parish, orienting the Sunday
Liturgies to the
Illuminations
central liturgion Vatican II
cal event of
the
Church’s
Father Joshua R.
calendar: the
Brommer, STL
Sacred
Paschal Triduum.
It is the great
Easter Vigil where, for centuries
in the past, adult catechumens would approach the font of Baptism, be confirmed in
the Holy Spirit, and receive the Body and
Blood of Christ. The imagery and the orientation of the entire celebration is a preparation for Baptism, as heard so profoundly
in the Scripture readings and prayers. All
of this experience which enriches parish liturgical life today owes a debt of gratitude
to the Resourcement movement which reclaimed these ancient rites and prayers for
the Church’s Sacraments of Initiation.
The Second Vatican Council also called
forth for the investigation of the restoration
of the permanent order of the diaconate.
Both practical and historical reasons contributed to the restoration of the diaconate. While many theologians recognized
that the ancient Church had the established
and permanent order of deacons who participated in the hierarchical structure of the
Church in their own way, it would be the
practical implication of the clergy shortage
that would push the question of the permanent diaconate into the Council’s discussion. The priest shortage had not impacted
Western Europe or the United States at the
time of the Council (like it would after the
Council), but it did show itself in the mission territories in Africa and Asia. In those
lands, where clerical celibacy conflicted
with deep cultural sentiments, indigenous
priests were not being cultivated and provided. The permanent diaconate was seen
in these circumstances to provide an opportunity, particularly if deacons could marry
(which was also part of the debate), for a
local clergy presence to supply catechesis,
baptism, matrimonial witness, and burial
rites in the absence of a priest.
There was strong support for the establishment of the permanent diaconate, and
some vocal opposition as well, but in the
end the Council articulated the foundational theological understanding of the Order in
Lumen Gentium, the dogmatic constitution
on the Church: “At a lower level of the hierarchy are deacons, upon whom hands are
imposed ‘not unto the priesthood, but unto
a ministry of service.’ For strengthened by
sacramental grace, in communion with the
bishop and his group of priests they serve
in the diaconate of the liturgy, of the word,
and of charity to the people of God. It is
the duty of the deacon, according as it shall
have been assigned to him by competent

authority, to administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispenser of the
Eucharist, to assist at and
bless marriages in the name
While some look to Vatican II as a Counof the Church, to bring Vicil that brought about innovations in the
aticum to the dying, to read
Church’s life, in reality it is probably betthe Sacred Scripture to the
ter to look to the Council documents as a
faithful, to instruct and exdeposit of the more traditional articulations
hort the people, to preside
of Catholic life and faith. Pope John XXIII
over the worship and prayer
called for “aggiornamento,” an Italian
of
the
faithful,
to administer sacramentals,
phrase that is so often applied to the Counto
officiate
at
funeral
and burial services
cil, meaning that he charged the Council
(29).”
Fathers with a task of updating how the
The strict theological distinction that
Church spoke and related to “today.” Unseparates deacons from priests and bishfortunately, what is sometimes overlooked
ops is established in that first sentence:
is that the method by which the bishops and
deacons are not priests; bishops and priests
theologians sought to “update” the Church
are priests. This may seem logical, but the
involved the investigation and study of the
acknowledgement that deacons are orpast.
dained recognizes that they are conformed
In the late nineteenth and early twentito Christ in a unique way, an “ontological
eth century, a movement swept the world
way” which radically changes their souls
of Catholic theology which challenged
to be conformed to Christ and to exercise
the then-current means of expressing the
ministry in the place of Christ. Since the
teaching of the faith. For several centuries,
deacon is not a priest, but a servant like
students of Church doctrine learned from
Christ, the deacon cannot celebrate the
manuals which proposed questions and
Holy Eucharist or the other sacraments
then gave arguments to answer those queswhich are properly priestly acts of Christ.
tions. Without a doubt, the greatest expresInstead, the deacon is a sign and instrument
sion of this system is the Summa Theoloof Christ the Servant, who stoops down to
giae written by St. Thomas Aquinas. His
wash his disciples’ feet at the last supper.
text became standard for almost every subOne of the most beautiful images used to
sequent text and would be the foundation
express the deacon is that he is the icon of
for the Scholastic system of theological exChrist the Servant.
pression. At the beginning of the twentieth
Lumen Gentium goes on to explain why
century, Scholasticism found new life and
this
order should be restored in the Church:
the thought of St. Thomas was finding new
“Since these duties, so very necessary
ground.
to the life of the Church, can be fulfilled
But, it was not Scholasticism which
only with difficulty in many regions in acwould influence the Second Vatican Councordance with the discipline of the Latin
cil. That new movement of theology was
Church as it exists today, the diaconate
called Resourcement. This French term incan in the future be restored as a proper
dicated a new method that returned to the
and permanent rank of the hierarchy (29).”
earliest sources of Christian thought: the
The permanent diaconate was still present
Church Fathers and the ancient documents
in the Eastern Churches; it had never fallen
of the Church’s liturgical and doctrinal
into disuse. That’s why the Council speaks
life. The intention of this new theological
of the need in the “Latin Church.”
movement was not to contradict ScholasFinally, the Council articulates the canticism, but to provide a new source and a
didates
who would be called to this Sacred
new method of reflecting on the Church’s
Order: “With the consent of the Roman
faith. The result of this movement is the
Pontiff, this diaconate can, in the future,
production of critical editions of ancient
be conferred upon men of more mature
Christian texts which would become the
age, even upon those living in the married
basis of a new approach to articulating the
state. It may also be conferred upon suitable
faith of the Church.
young men, for whom the law of celibacy
The great names of this movement are
must remain intact (29).” The discipline of
not unfamiliar to us: Henri de Lubac, Karl
celibacy is not excluded from the Order, but
Rahner, Yves Congar, and Joseph Ratzit is certainly not the norm we experience toinger (Benedict XVI), to name a few. It
day in the United States. When looking for
is no coincidence that these same theolodeacons, the ancient custom was to choose
gians would be called upon as experts to
older men. These men would be tested and
help articulate the vision and teaching of
found true to the Christian life, bearing those
the Second Vatican Council. The Resourcequalities which are suited toward a life of
ment movement had much to contribute by
ministry in the Church.
way of research and approach to Pope John
Such is affirmed by Scripture: “Deacons
XXIII’s vision of engaging in a dialogue
must be dignified, not deceitful, not addicted
with the modern world and renewing the
to drink, not greedy for sordid gain, holding
life of the Church.
fast to the mystery of the faith with
Whether we realize it or not,
a clear conscience. Moreover, they
this movement has directly
should be tested first; then, if there
impacted the ordinary parish
is nothing against them, let them
life of most of us, since two of
serve as deacons (cf. 1 Tim 3:8the most concrete examples of
14).” From Scripture to the early life
“returning to the sources” are
in the city of Rome where the great
the restoration of the permadeacon martyr Lawrence proved the
nent order of the diaconate and
truth of these words of Scripture,
the restoration of the adult catgood and holy deacons have served
echumenate, popularly known
the Church and continue to serve toto us as R.C.I.A. Far from beday because of the restoration of the
ing novelties proposed by the
permanent diaconate initiated by the
Council, the Fathers reached
Second Vatican Council.
deep into the ancient tradition
Like the restoration of the Catof the Church to restore two
echumenate, the permanent diaconaspects of Church life which
ate shows great continuity with the
2,000 years of Church life which
continue to bless us today.
bring us to today. And, the fruits of
Sacrosanctum Concilium,
this restoration continue to touch
the Constitution on the Sacred
our Christian lives today, helping us
Liturgy, proclaims, “The catto realize that sometimes looking to
echumenate for adults, comthe past gives us the greatest inspiraprising several distinct steps, is
tion for how we should walk into the
to be restored and to be taken
future united in Jesus Christ who is
into use at the discretion of the
the same, yesterday, today, and forlocal ordinary. By this means,
ever (cf. Heb 13:8).
the time of the catechumenate,
(Father Brommer is the Liturgiwhich is intended as a period
cal Coordinator for the Diocese of
of suitable instruction, may be
Harrisburg, and administrator of St.
John the Baptist Parish in New Freesanctified by sacred rites to be
dom. During this Year of Faith, he
celebrated at successive interJEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
vals of time (64).” For many Deacon Francis Gorman of Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill visits a patient at Holy Spirit Hospital, is contributing to The Catholic Witcenturies, adults who sought where he serves in pastoral care. The Second Vatican Council called forth the investigation of the res- ness a series of articles on the Secas the Church
to become Catholic Christians toration of the permanent diaconate. Deacon Gorman was among the first class of permanent deacons ond Vatican Council
th
observes
its
50
anniversary.)
were given private instruction ordained for the Diocese of Harrisburg in June 1978.

By Father
Joshua Brommer, STL
Special to The Witness
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Quo Vadis Days Fosters Culture of Vocations

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Diocesan seminarian Tyler Mentzer prays the Rosary as Quo Vadis Days par- A Quo Vadis Days participant bows his head in prayer during Adoration of the Blessed
ticipants gather for prayer. Quo Vadis Days is offered by the Diocese of Har- Sacrament in the chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. In the
risburg to encourage young men to discern God’s call in their lives.
background is a statue of St. John Vianney, the patron saint of priests.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

I

Father Raymond LaVoie, Director of the Diocesan Office of Vocations, joins Quo Vadis Days participants
in applauding the Knights of Columbus, who faithfully provide food, T-shirts and financial assistance for
the annual gathering.

Kyle Sahd, a seminarian of the diocese, enjoys a game of badminton during recreation at Quo Vadis Days.

t’s late June at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md. Seminarians have long departed the hallowed grounds. Fully flourished trees
tower on the hillside above the seminary, where
folks make reverent visits to the Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes.
Here, early summer typically brings forth hot and
humid days. But it also ushers in another climate –
one of vocations.
Since 2005, young men from the Diocese of Harrisburg have come in strong numbers to the seminary for the annual Quo Vadis Days experience. It
is a time of recreation, fellowship, prayer and discussions – all in the company of seminarians and
priests – to help young men explore the Lord’s call
More QUO VADIS DAYS, page 9

Diocesan seminarian Greg Kramp competes in a flag football game on the
grounds of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., where 100 young
men gathered in late June for the annual Quo Vadis Days.
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Diocesan priests, seminarians and young men at this year’s Quo Vadis Days gather around the Coat of Arms of the late Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, imprinted on
the field at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. Seminarian Tyler Mentzer painted the Coat of Arms, with the assistance of seminarian Steven Logue.

Quo Vadis Days
Continued from 8

in their lives.
An endeavor of the diocese’s
Office of Vocations, under the
leadership of Father Raymond
LaVoie, its director, Quo Vadis
Days is now in its ninth year, and
annually attracts 100 young men,
ages 15-25.
Mass, Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, the Rosary, games,
volleyball, flag football, talks and
discussions fill the week.
There is tremendous support
of Quo Vadis Days – as well as
its attendees, seminarians and
priests – from Knights of Columbus councils in the Diocese of
Harrisburg. Each year, they foster camaraderie during a cookout
that they host, and they’ve also
generously offered financial donations for T-shirts and for participants to attend the retreat, which
is offered free of charge.
“Quo Vadis” means “Where are
you going?” Legend tells us that
Peter asked Jesus this question on
the outskirts of Rome. And it’s a
question posed to the young men
who gather for the weeklong experience as they examine the vocations of religious life, married
life and single life.
Quo Vadis Days “creates this
environment where the idea of a
call to the priesthood isn’t something abnormal. Everybody is
open to the possibility,” said Father Daniel Richards, who has
participated in the retreat since
its beginning. He was ordained a
priest of the diocese on June 1 of
this year.
“In my early years of seminary,
it was helpful for me to be reminded that discernment is something

that, for a Catholic man, should
be normal. I should be taking the
time to discern a vocation. Later
on, as I got closer to ordination
and became more firm in my own
call to the priesthood, it’s been
good for me to share that with the
younger guys who are beginning
to discern where God is calling
them,” said Father Richards, who
is serving as parochial vicar at St.
Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown.
Father Mark Wilke, another of
the diocese’s four newest priests
ordained June 1, also participated
in Quo Vadis Days as a seminarian, and received a great deal of
inspiration from those in attendance.
“As they’re telling you about
the priests that they’ve met, and
the ways that they’ve prayed and
their experiences in Adoration or
even the sacraments of Reconciliation or Confirmation, it reminds
us of the importance of the priesthood,” said Father Wilke, parochial vicar at St. Francis Xavier
Parish in Gettysburg.
Attending Quo Vadis Days
while he was a seminarian revealed to him “the newness, that
first encounter with the Eucharist,” and reminded him of moments in which the Eucharist
overwhelmed him, he said.
“There are times – Advent,
Lent, Easter, something in your
life – that remind you of the real
meaning of our faith. Quo Vadis
Days helps us to see that,” Father
Wilke said.
(For more information about
Quo Vadis Days and vocation
discernment, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations or contact the
Office of Vocations at 717-6574804.)

Glenn Fitzsimons of Knights of Columbus Council #4068 from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Mechanicsburg, serves Sean Manning during a cookout prepared by members
of the fraternal organization.

Michael Casey of Knights of Columbus Council #12788 from St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg fills a cooler with cold drinks as Quo Vadis Days participants take a break
from the outdoors for lunch.
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Teen Preparing to Travel Country
to Share Faith through NET Ministries
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Catherine Imholte is getting ready to spend the better
part of a year living completely outside of her comfort
zone.
The 18-year-old is jovial, outgoing, and more than
happy to talk about her faith. She enjoys working in
youth ministry. As a member of St. Patrick Parish in
Carlisle, she has assisted with the Confirmation Prep
program for the past few years.
“Cat,” as she prefers to be called, also likes to plan.
She’s the kind of person who wakes up every morning
with a schedule, who thrives with an agenda.
So it’s no exaggeration to say that Cat is taking a leap
of faith as she joins up with NET Ministries to travel
the country for the better part of a year, inspiring young
Catholics in the faith.
“You can’t live for Christ without serving,” Cat told
The Catholic Witness. “I’ve always loved serving people, but it has always been on my time, never on God’s
time. Joining NET gives me an opportunity to take a passion I’ve always had and do it on God’s time, on God’s
level.”
NET (National Evangelization Teams) Ministries
challenges young Catholics to love Christ and to embrace the life of the Church. Each August, the program
sends teams of young adult Catholics across the country
to share the Gospel with young people and their families
through retreats. Since 1981, NET teams have led more
than 26,000 retreats and ministered to more than 1.6 million youth.
In the United States, NET Ministries has served in 150
dioceses, including the Diocese of Harrisburg. Internationally, the program has reached into several countries,
including Canada, Mexico, Australia, Germany, Ireland
and the United Kingdom.
Inspired by the Scripture passages “Come after me,
and I will make you fishers of men” and “Put out into
deep water and lower your nets for a catch,” NET Ministries aims to invite youth to live for Christ and to form
them in Christian character. The ministry is under the
ecclesiastical vigilance of the Most Reverend John C.
Nienstedt, Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.
Cat first learned of the program two years ago, when a
friend of hers joined the ministry.
“I was excited for him, but I thought it sounded hard
core, so for myself, I wasn’t interested at all,” she recalled.
While she was attending the Life Teen Leadership
Conference in Kansas last summer, Cat came across
NET Ministries recruiters who were there to promote
the program.
“I told them I thought it was a really nice program, but
not for me,” she said. “They asked me to take a flyer they
were handing out, and I did, but it was just to be nice.”
When Cat returned home from the conference, she
logged on to NET Ministries’ Web site (www.netusa.
org) to check it out. Before she knew it, she had spent
three hours on the site..
“I said, ‘OK God, what are you doing? What do you
want from me?’”
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Catherine Imholte, a member of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle, is preparing to serve with NET
Ministries, an outreach program that works to
bring youth closer to Christ through retreat experiences. In August, Catherine, 18, will begin several weeks of training before traveling the country
for nine months with a team of young adults facilitating retreats.
Soon, Cat applied to be a “NETter.” It was a tremendous
step for her, even though she didn’t think she would be
accepted.
“I wasn’t planning on getting in,” she said. “I was 17,
I’ve been homeschooled, I have no college experience, I
hardly have much life experience. I thought they would
tell me to wait a few years and re-apply, but they invited
me to join.”
After prayer and discernment, Cat decided that yes,
she would give a year to NET Ministries and the youth it
serves.
“I know now that this is where I’m supposed to be. There
is no way that any of this would have fallen into place if
God didn’t want me here,” she said.
In early August, Cat will depart for St. Paul, Minn., for
several weeks of training led by NET Ministries. Because
of her penchant for singing, she has been accepted into
their music ministry program, where she will be trained in

facilitating praise and worship sessions.
NET members are trained in the content of the Gospel
message, leadership and team-building skills, and retreat
ministry in an environment that includes daily Mass,
Reconciliation, reflection on the saints, individual and
communal prayer, and small-group discussion.
“NET Ministries wants to make sure you have a firm,
rooted faith. They don’t want you to say, ‘I fully believe
in the Catholic Church and all of its teachings.’ They
want you to say, ‘I fully believe in the Catholic Church
and all of its teachings, and I can back them up,” Cat noted. “They want to make sure your faith is where it needs
to be, because you can’t give what you don’t have.”
Small group discussion is an important component of
NET Ministries retreats for young people.
“It’s where you engage and inspire them,” Cat pointed out. “That can be difficult to do, especially with the
teens who are forced to be on the retreat. Those aren’t
the teens who are going to be singing or participating.
Those are the teens who are going to be in the corner
with their arms crossed. But those are the teens we have
to reach out to the most.”
Cat sees youth ministry as being vital to the life of the
Church.
“If you are on fire with the faith as a teen or young
adult, you’re more likely to keep that faith and that relationship with God,” she said.
“When you see a passionate high school or middle
school student involved in the faith and in love with
God, that’s inspiring,” she added. “You see kids who are
passionate about art, or sports, or school. When you see
someone who is passionate about God, it makes you stop
and think about your own faith.”
Throughout the nine months that Cat and the 11 other
NETters in her group will be facilitating retreats, they
will be traveling in a van, and enjoying the hospitality
of host families along the way. Cat will be able to return
home for two weeks at Christmas, but otherwise will
mainly keep in touch with family and friends through
letters or an occasional phone call.
It’s quite a transition, she admits, from the planning
and scheduling that she prefers.
“I’m leaving it all in God’s hands,” she said. “I think
it will help me free myself from being stuck in my own
schedule. This experience needs to be about God. It will
be a good way for me to get into the habit of saying to
God, ‘Here is what’s happening today. Tell me how I can
offer this to you. Help me make this about you.’”
Cat is outgoing, easily approachable, and candid about
her faith. Those qualities will undoubtedly serve her –
and the youth to whom she ministers – very well.
“If you ask me about my faith, I’m happy to share it
with you,” she said. “After all, you talk the most about
what you love the most.”
(For more information about NET Ministries, visit
their Web site, www.netusa.org. To offer financial support for Cat’s participation, donate at www.netusa.org/
donate, and put her name in the comments section. Or,
contact Paul Ives at 651-450-6833 or pives@netusa.
org.)

Pilgrimage for World
Peace through Conversion
Thursday, August 1
National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes,
Emmitsburg, Md.
For the 26th year, the annual Pilgrimage for World Peace through Conversion of Heart will be held at the National
Shrine Grotto. The pilgrimage is a day
of prayer, reflection and spiritual growth.
The day will begin with orientation
in the Chapel on the Hill at 10 a.m., followed by the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 10:15-11:30 a.m., Rosary at
the Grotto at 11:30 a.m. (weather permitting), Mass at the Grotto at noon (weather permitting) with principal celebrant
and homilist, Father Daniel Richards.
Lunch is on your own, followed by

the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and Prayer of Consecration at the Grotto
from 2-2:30, and a Holy Hour with the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy in the Chapel
from 2:30-3:30 (homilist, Deacon Michael Grella). The day concludes at 4
p.m.
No transportation is provided. Parishioners are encouraged to carpool, and
parishes are encouraged to rent a bus if
feasible.
For further information, contact Deacon Tom Lang at DeaconTomLang@verizon.net or 717-599-1973.

SAVE THE DATE!
A One Day Retreat with Johnette Benkovic,
Founder of Women of Grace
Saturday, October 5, 2013
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg
For more information, contact
Ann Marie Segilia at amsegilia@gmail.com or 717-982-6475;
Chris Arnold at chris.arnold6@gmail.com or 717-671-9256;
Luann Carwright at georgiapeach828@comcast.net or 717-657-3192.
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The Dream of Being a Swiss Guard
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
One young man’s dream of becoming a
Swiss Guard began with a postage stamp.
Michael Odermatt said that when he was a
small child, his godfather gave him a stamp depicting the ornately dressed papal soldier “and
I was fascinated by that image and wanted to
know everything about the Swiss Guard.”
The allure was kept alive when his older
brother became a Swiss Guard and Odermatt was able to see – during visits to Rome
from his home in the northern Swiss canton
of Aagau – how a papal protector really lived.
“I went so many times to Rome to visit him
that I was quite sure I would enter, too,” he
told Catholic News Service.
The younger Odermatt’s determination
came through on May 6 of this year, when he
was officially sworn in as a Swiss Guard together with 34 other new recruits.
The annual swearing-in ceremony is held
every year on May 6 – the date 147 Swiss
Guards lost their lives defending Pope Clement VII in the Sack of Rome in 1527. Only 42
guards survived. Holding the ceremony on the
anniversary is meant to remind new guards of
the seriousness of their commitment.
Even though they are no longer fending off
pillaging invaders, service is demanding and
comes with a compulsory two-year commitment.
Odermatt said one of the job’s challenges is
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Swiss Guards arrive for the swearing-in ceremony for 35 new recruits in Paul VI
hall at the Vatican this past May 6.
trying to convince curious tourists they aren’t
allowed into Vatican territory without permission. The Swiss soldiers guard all entrances
into Vatican City State as well as keep watch
over the pope and his residence in the Domus
Sanctae Marthae.
“The tourists want to enter some part they
aren’t allowed into and you have to say, ‘No,
it’s forbidden to go there.’ And some people

just don’t understand why it’s not allowed so
sometimes you have to be...” he said, pausing
to think of the right word, “... diplomatic with
them.”
The other hard part of the job, he said, is
sometimes “you have to stay six hours on your
feet” for a shift, but he said all the other amazing experiences the job entails more than compensate for that.

Parish Festivals & Picnics
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in Middletown will hold its 11th annual festival July
11-13 from 6-10 p.m. The event will include inflatable
rides and carnival rides, games for kids and adults, bingo, food, a flea market, a craft corner, and basket and
cash raffles. A car show will be held July 11 from 5-8
p.m. There will be a chicken parmesan and spaghetti
dinner Thursday from 5-8 p.m., and a stuffed pork chop
dinner Saturday from 5-8 p.m. Entertainment features
DJ Dan Steele on Thursday, The Polka Quads on Friday, and Fresh Ayre on Saturday.
The annual Sacred Heart Parish Festival in Cornwall will be held July 11, 12 and 13. The fun begins
Thursday, 5-11 p.m. and continues on Saturday, 4-11
p.m. Thursday features a spaghetti dinner; Friday come
for the fish fry dinner; and Saturday enjoy a chicken pot
pie dinner. All dinners are served from 4-7 p.m. Entertainment on Thursday provided by the “Luv Gods”; Friday listen to “Hit List”; and Saturday features “Karma.”
Enjoy Bingo, a special children’s area, pony rides and
much more. Come out for the food, fun, and games at
Sacred Heart Church, Route 419 and Cornwall Road.
Celebrate St. Pauline’s Feast Day at the St. Pauline
Center in Kulpmont July 13. A Mass will be celebrated
at 5:30 p.m. at Holy Angels Church. The public is invited to enjoy food and drinks at 6:30 p.m., and music
by “Lift Your Spirits Performing Arts Group” at 7 p.m.
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will hold its annual picnic July 14 from noon-8 p.m., at Cibort Park, in
Bressler. No admission fee. Foods being served include:
lamb, pork, sarma and chicken dinners; lamb, pork and
meatball sandwiches; Schmidt’s Sausage, hot dogs and
hamburger barbecue, cabbage & noodles, baked beans,
potato salad. Also available will be ethnic baked goods
including apple, cheese, and cherry strudel, pitas, nut
rolls, as well as many other delicious cakes and cookies, funnel cakes, and ice cream. Drinks include soda,
beer, wine and mixed drinks. Music is being provided
by the Polka Quads and DJ – The Bruceman. Raffle
drawing with top prize of $500; 50/50 drawings; games
of chance; cake wheel; dice wheel & dice table. Children’s games from noon-3 p.m. For more information,
call Prince of Peace Parish at 717-985-1330 or 717939-5794.
Come to an old fashioned Church Picnic – The
Conewago Picnic will be held July 20 from 11 a.m.-9
p.m. at the Conewago (Basilica) Picnic Woods in Hanover. The Picnic features our famous chicken corn
soup made in kettles over an open fire, hamburgers, hot
dogs, funnel cakes, pit beef. The family style chicken
dinner will begin at 3 p.m. until sold out. Live entertainment, raffles, kids’ games, Country Store, 13-jars,
something for everyone.
Slavic Fest - Come and party Slavic Style at St. Ann
Byzantine Catholic Parish’s annual festival July 21 on
the church grounds on Locust Lane in Harrisburg from
noon-9 p.m. Enjoy great homemade Eastern European foods to eat-in or take-out. Two bands: The Polka
WHOOOO and The Polka Partners. Church tours,
world class iconography, chanting and singing demonstrations, and an Eastern European market. Games
for young and old, bingo, 50 theme baskets and cash
raffles. Free admission and parking. 717-652-1415 or
www.stannbyz.org.
San Juan Bautista Parish in Lancaster will hold its
Annual Hispanic Festival July 24 from 6-9 p.m., July
25 from 6-10 p.m., July 26 from 6-11 p.m., and July 27
from 4-11 p.m. at 425 South Duke Street. Come enjoy
a wide variety of Hispanic and American foods, rides,

games and a grand raffle of a new 2013 Honda Civic or
$10,000. Call 717-392-4118 for information.
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its parish picnic Aug. 2 from 5 p.m.-midnight and Aug. 3
from 4 p.m.-midnight. Fantastic menu, games, basket
bonanza, bake sale. Entertainment by The Shoreliners
7-11 p.m. each night. Fireworks display Saturday at 10
p.m. $3,000 in cash prizes.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Roaring Creek will
hold its annual picnic Aug. 2 and 3 from 6-11 p.m.,
rain or shine, off Route 42 in Slabtown. Friday features
music by “Parrotbeach” and Saturday features music
by “The 60’s Boys.” No coolers permitted on church
grounds.
St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle will hold an indoor
parish picnic in the Church Parish Activity Center
Aug. 3 from 3-8 p.m. Cost: $10/individual, $25/family,
$100/reserved table for 8. Featuring food from Redd’s
Smokehouse and Leo’s Ice Cream. Games, silent auction, Zumba. Contact Mary Moll at 717-258-1104, or
mmoll@saintpatrickchurch.org.
St. Benedict Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual
summer festival Aug. 8-10 from 5-10 p.m. each night.
Take a chance on our many basket raffle. There will
also be a cash raffle with top prizes of $1,000, $500,
and $250, and 10 prizes of $100 each. Tickets are $5
each or 6 for $25. Enjoy a variety of good food, baked
goods, games and entertainment each night. Aug. 9 relax and enjoy “Restless,” and Aug. 10 the sounds of
“Burning House” from 6-10 p.m. Festival is held at 750
State Drive, Lebanon (St. Cecilia’s Parish Social Center).
Christ the King Parish in Benton will hold its annual picnic at Knoebels Amusement Park in Elysburg
Aug. 11 beginning at 11 a.m. We will meet at Pavilion
S. Christ the King Parish will supply hamburgers and
hot dogs. Attendees are asked to bring a salad or dessert.
St. Joseph Parish’s Italian Festival in Berwick will
be held on the parish grounds Aug. 16 and 17 from 4-9
p.m., and Aug. 18 from noon-5 p.m. Ethnic and festival
food, kids’ games, crafts, raffles, games of change. Entertainment Friday by “DYN,” and Saturday by “Polka
Punch.” A pasta dinner will be served Sunday.
The annual Buchanan Valley Picnic will be held
Aug. 24 from noon until dusk, rain or shine. Homecooked family-style ham and chicken dinners will be
served all day. Price is $9 for adults; $4.50 for children
ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are free. To be held
at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius Loyola Church
in Orrtanna, the picnic has been a tradition for over
175 years. Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills of
Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of
Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children, bingo, music,
and good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012.
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
Lebanon and Our Lady of Fatima Mission in Jonestown will hold a picnic Aug. 25 at the Fredericksburg
Fireman’s Park. Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m., followed by the picnic at noon.
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in McSherrystown will hold a picnic Sept. 15 from 2-5
p.m. at the McSherrystown Borough Grounds. Brian
Colgan will provide the music. There will be many activities for children. Bring your lawn chair and favorite
casserole.

The best part of his work, he said, is getting the chance to meet the world’s leaders, because the Swiss Guard provides security and
ceremonial services during visits of heads of
state and other dignitaries to the Vatican.
“We see people you’d never meet in your
normal life.”
“The second best reason is serving the
pope,” he added.
Odermatt said they are first and foremost
“security guards, bodyguards.” However,
there is a spiritual side, too, because “you are
protecting the spiritual leader of the Catholic
Church” and serving the Church as well.
Groups of new recruits come in to start their
service on a staggered schedule in June, November and February of each year.
When the February group arrived and the
new recruits were just getting their bearings
and getting used to new protocols, they were
suddenly thrust into another whole new world
when Pope Benedict XVI announced his retirement Feb. 11 and the world’s cardinals flocked
to Rome to elect Pope Francis in March.
“It was amazing to be here,” Odermatt said.
He said chances were already slim a young
man from a small city in Switzerland would
find himself in Rome during such a historic
transition. But not only was he in Rome, he
was one of a select corps of men required to
be close to the unfolding events in public and
behind the scenes.
“I really can’t describe it, it was just amazing.”

Share Your Light!
Volunteer at Camp Kirchenwald!
Volunteers are needed to staff a
very special summer camping program for people with intellectual
disabilities on Aug. 11-16, 2013, at
Camp Kirchenwald, near Hershey.
We are looking for full-time and
part-time staff. No experience is
necessary, but those with experience

in fishing, camping, hiking, and arts
and crafts are especially welcome.
We are also in need of nurses. Attendance at training is required for all
new volunteers. If interested, please
contact the Diocesan Disabilities
Office at 717-657-4804, or e-mail
vlaskowski@hbgdiocese.org.

Technology Safety
through the Eyes of Faith
A unique religious/nonprofit partnership between the Catholic and Orthodox
Churches is providing parents and children with valuable tools they need to stay
safe online while building faith. The initiative is funded by a grant from the Catholic Communication Campaign, which receives donations from U.S. Catholics.
The Communications Department of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America (GOA) have launched
www.faithandsafety.org, a resource for adults to help children safely navigate
online. The website and complementary social media channels, twitter.com/
faithandsafety and facebook.com/faithandsafety, address safe use of the Internet,
mobile devices and other technology, emphasizing the positive use of technology
to support children’s faith.
“Faithandsafety.org is intended to be not only a set of practical tools and guides
for adults, but also a place where they can find a faith framework for conversations with their children about the need to be ethically and morally equipped when
they go online,” said Bishop John C. Wester of Salt Lake City, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Communication. “We believe that this site, presented from
the perspective of the Greek Orthodox and Catholic Church, provides a unique
perspective on being missionaries of faith on the Digital Continent.”
“Our children look to their parents for wisdom and guidance. However, many
parents feel somewhat ill-equipped to help their children traverse the unfamiliar
terrain of the digital social world,” said Archbishop Demetrios of the Greek Orthodox Church in America. “This joint initiative between our two Churches is a
positive step in helping parents equip their children in the digital world. We have
a responsibility to the Lord Himself Who said, ‘Let the children come unto Me’”
(Matt 19.14).
Content on the site includes mobile app reviews, how to address issues faced by
children online, such as bullying, and resources to educate parents on protecting
their home networks. Content will be expanded over the next several months and
feature regular columns by leading Catholic and Orthodox figures on connecting
faith and technology, as well as news updates, how-to guides and video content.
Faithandsafety.org will feature content by Common Sense Media, an independent nonprofit organization dedicated to helping kids and families thrive in a
world of media and technology.
Those interested in this topic should consider attending the Diocesan Communications Conference: Virtually Human: The Impact of Media & Technology on
Human Relationships on September 14 at the Cardinal Keeler Center. More information on that can be found at www.hbgdiocese.org/VirtuallyHuman and in the
article on page 2 of this edition of The Catholic Witness.
Watch The Catholic Witness for occasional updates on the important content
that will be posted to this site. A link to it can be found on the Diocesan website,
www.hbgdiocese.org.
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Cardinal Dolan
Hopes ‘Wise
Voices Prevail’
in Final Rules
for Mandate

Take Action for
Religious Freedom
• Send a message in support
of religious liberty to your
elected officials by visiting the
Religious Freedom links at the
Web site of the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference: www.
pacatholic.org.
• Find a wealth of information, resources and suggested
methods of action for Religious Freedom through the
Web site of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org/freedom.

Catholic News Service

• Stay up to date on the latest news regarding Religious
Freedom through a text service from the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops by texting FREEDOM to
377377.

CNS/TOM MCCARTHY, JR., CATHOLIC REVIEW

A man holds a program and U.S. flag during the opening Mass for the second annual Fortnight for Freedom
observance June 21 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Baltimore.

Fortnight
Continued from 1

more, presided at the Mass. Concelebrating were
Bishop W. Francis Malooly of Wilmington, Del., a
former Baltimore auxiliary bishop; Auxiliary Bishop F. Richard Spencer of the U.S. Archdiocese for
the Military Services; Baltimore Auxiliary Bishop
Denis J. Madden; and about 50 priests.
As chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, Archbishop Lori has been
at the forefront of national efforts aiming to protect
religious liberty from government infringement.
Chief among perceived threats to religious liberty
is the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ mandate that most employers, including Catholic
hospitals, schools and charities, provide insurance
coverage for artificial contraception, sterilization
and abortion-inducing drugs, which the Church
morally opposes.
The mandate is part of the 2010 Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act. New proposed rules for the
mandate are to take effect for religious organizations
Aug. 1; it is to be implemented with their first insurance premium renewals. It went into effect Aug.
1, 2012, for nonreligious organizations, and several
businesses are currently fighting it in the courts.
Archbishop Lori and others have argued that all
Catholic organizations should be exempt from the
mandate.
“The Church does not have two wings: a ‘faith and
worship’ division on one hand, and a ‘service’ division on the other,” he said in his June 21 homily.
“What we believe and how we worship give rise to
a life of service.”
He noted that Catholic Charities USA is the nation’s largest nongovernmental social services provider, and Catholic schools educate more children
than any other nongovernmental system.
“The efforts of the government to divide the
Church into a worship wing and a service wing do
not spring from a theoretical interest in how churches are organized or how they function,” Archbishop
Lori said. “It is part of a broader movement to limit
religious freedom to ‘freedom of worship’ -- to accord a fuller degree of religious freedom to houses
of worship but a lesser degree of religious freedom
to charities, hospitals and universities.
“If left unchecked, this tendency will continue
to diminish the influence of religion in helping to
shape the character of our country, not only by our
words and worship, but by the way we conduct our
ministries of service,” he added. “Faith and worship
inspire and sustain the service the Church offers, yet
the government is insinuating a contrary gospel in
the church’s daily life.”

In addition to the HHS mandate, Archbishop Lori
also condemned efforts to marginalize the Church’s
definition of marriage through anti-discrimination
laws, and to criminalize church-provided services to
people who are living in the country illegally.
In a May 31 letter sent to Catholics in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, Archbishop Lori pointed to local
campaigns to curtail freedom of speech and religion,
including a Johns Hopkins University pro-life student organization that was initially denied club status, a Baltimore City ordinance compelling signage
about abortion to be posted at pro-life crisis pregnancy centers, and a lawsuit seeking to end prayer at
Carroll County Board of Commissioners meetings.
The bishops first held a Fortnight for Freedom last
year. The observance opened on the eve of the feast
of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, 16th-century English martyrs. It ended July 4, Independence
Day.
“We continue to live in an age of martyrs ... when
believers are tortured and killed because they are believers in places like Iran, Iraq, China and Nigeria,”
Archbishop Lori said in his June 21 homily. “Let
us keep the flame of faith and the flame of freedom
burning brightly not only for our children and for
our children’s children, but also for the sake of these
persecuted believers who see in our form of government and in our great land a beacon of hope.”
Maria Trejo, 33, a parishioner of St. Joseph in
Cockeysville, said she shares Archbishop Lori’s
concern about the HHS mandate and changing definition of marriage.
“We wanted to get more involved and see what
we can do to help,” she told The Catholic Review,
Baltimore’s archdiocesan newspaper. “We know
that prayer has power, and we should never give up.
We should fight for what we believe in, despite the
politics against us.”
Robert Miller, 47, attended the fortnight Mass with
his wife and two children. A parishioner of Holy
Apostles in Gambrills, Miller said he feels “very
strongly” about the need to protect religious freedom, and thinks Catholic business owners should
also be exempt from the HHS mandate.
“Prayer is something that is very powerful, and
the more you pray, the more you expect,” he said.
“What you hope is that other people will come to
pray, and it will become a huge movement. That way
it will hopefully move the politicians and get us the
traction that we need.”
On June 22 in Washington, the Knights of Columbus sponsored a 7 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph’s Church
on Capitol Hill, followed by a candlelight vigil on
the U.S. Capitol grounds.
The national event culminated with a July 4 noon
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington.

In the weekly radio show “Conversation with Cardinal Dolan” that aired June 18, New York Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan said he is “hoping wise voices
will prevail” before the new rules for the Department
of Health and Human Services’ contraceptive mandate take effect.
On June 28, the HHS issued a five-month extension on implementing the proposal, moving the date
to Jan. 1, 2014, for some nonprofit entities.
The cardinal, president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, was speaking with his co-host,
Paulist Father Dave Dwyer, on the Catholic Channel
on SiriusXM.
The mandate, part of the Affordable Care Act, will
require most employers, including religious employers, to provide coverage of contraceptives, sterilization and some abortion-inducing drugs free of
charge, even if the employer is morally opposed to
such services.
When it was first issued, the HHS mandate included a narrow exemption applying only to those
religious institutions that seek to inculcate their religious values and primarily employ and serve people
of their own faith. On Feb. 1, the federal government
issued new proposed rules that exempt organizations
that are considered nonprofits under specific sections
of the Internal Revenue Code.
Cardinal Dolan said the HHS accommodations
were “a step in the right direction,” but he noted that
they didn’t answer all the questions of the U.S. bishops. He said the bishops, along with about 300,000
others, submitted recommendations to the HHS during a 60-day public comment period, which ended
April 8.
He said he hopes government officials will consider the bishops’ response that the HHS mandate is
a violation of conscience for Catholic and other religious entities morally opposed to what it requires.
“We’re kind of waiting now for this [final rules] to
be announced so we’ll see what’s going to happen,”
he said, adding that he hopes “the government will
make the next step in the right direction.”
The cardinal noted that the bishops were clear on
the fact that they didn’t need the government to define what religious groups have to do to be faithful
to their religion, stressing that the “unfortunate division” of houses of worship and charitable ministries
doesn’t work.
“What we do flows from what we are,” he said,
noting that the government’s distinction between dioceses and parishes and the “allied works of charity”
falls short.
In comments filed with the HHS, the USCCB
raised concerns that the new proposed rules exclude
from the definition of religious employer various organizations that “undeniably are ‘religious’ and undeniably ‘employ’ people, such as Catholic hospitals,
charities and schools.
“The government’s proposed definition of religious
employer still reduces religious freedom to freedom
of worship by limiting the exemption almost exclusively to houses of worship,” the USCCB argued.
Cardinal Dolan said he remains optimistic the government will pay attention to the issues the bishops
and others have raised particularly about protecting
religious conscience.
In his visit with President Barack Obama on the
issue nearly three years ago, he said Obama told
him that he wanted to protect religious freedom and
he had the highest regard for the Catholic Church’s
work in health, teaching and charity. He also told the
cardinal that he didn’t want “anything this administration does to impede your good work.”
The cardinal said he hopes that such reasoning
“prevails” in the final decision on the rules to implement the HHS contraceptive mandate.
Even if the Church could “morally justify some
type of remote cooperation with these guidelines,” he
added, “it is time to draw the line.” If the Church tries
to comply, he added, “it is a slippery slope. Where
will it stop?”
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Rulings
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“The court got it wrong,” they continued. “The federal government ought to respect the truth that marriage is the union of one man and one woman, even
where states fail to do so. The preservation of liberty
and justice requires that all laws, federal and state, respect the truth, including the truth about marriage.”
The bishops also said it was “unfortunate that the
court did not take the opportunity to uphold California’s Proposition 8 but instead decided not to rule on
the matter. The common good of all, especially our
children, depends upon a society that strives to uphold
the truth of marriage. Now is the time to redouble our
efforts in witness to this truth.”
They urged people to “stand steadfastly together in
promoting and defending the unique meaning of marriage: one man, one woman, for life.” They also asked
for prayers “as the court’s decisions are reviewed and
their implications further clarified.”
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori said the
court’s decisions were the “latest in a troubling trend
of decisions by lawmakers, judges, and some voters
which ignores the fundamental truth about marriage:
It is the most valued, most important social unit in our
society and as such is deserving of the protection and
special recognition societies have afforded it throughout human history.”
The archbishop, who is chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, said the
court’s decisions will “also undoubtedly contribute to
concerted efforts not just to redefine marriage but to
dismantle it, efforts which represent a serious threat
to religious liberty and conscience rights for countless
people of faith.”
“The Church teaches that everyone has inviolable
dignity and deserves love and respect. There are many
ways to protect the basic human rights of all, but today’s redefining of marriage serves no one’s rights,
least of all those of children,” said a statement released
by the Diocese of Harrisburg.

“We see the issue as not about equality, but rather
about the purpose of marriage, the statement said. “We
see marriage as a communal good that through the permanent and exclusive union of one man and one woman can bring life into the world, not one that is simply
for the emotional benefit of 2 people.”
Marriage belongs not to the State nor to the Church,
but is a natural institution which both should recognize,” the diocese’s statement continued. “In [the
court’s] decisions the state is overreaching in redefining it. The common good of all, especially our children,
depends upon a society that strives to uphold the truth
of marriage. Now is the time to redouble our efforts in
witness to this truth. These decisions are part of a public debate of great consequence. The future of marriage
and the well-being of our society hang in the balance.”
Archbishop Timothy M. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services said that although the
Supreme Court “avoided a firm declaration about same
sex-marriage, it signaled that attempts by the federal
government to limit rights available under state law
could be unconstitutional.”
What Did the Court Rule?
As reported by Catholic News Service, the federal
Defense of Marriage Act, or DOMA, defining marriage
as between one man and one woman is unconstitutional
under the Equal Protection Clause, the Supreme Court
ruled June 26 in a 5-4 opinion.
In a separate case, the court sent back to lower courts
a challenge to California’s Proposition 8, the voterapproved initiative barring same-sex marriage. In this
second 5-4 ruling, with a different lineup of justices,
the court remanded the case back to the lower federal
courts, saying the individuals who defended the law in
court lacked legal standing to do so.
Neither decision will have the effect of requiring states
to honor same-sex marriages from other jurisdictions,
but the DOMA case likely will affect how the federal
government must treat same-sex marriages for purposes
ranging from Social Security benefits to taxation.
The case to uphold DOMA was taken up by a group

He said the court shifted the debate to the states,
which “raises questions about the scope of the federal government’s authority to administer its own programs.”
In light of the court’s decisions, the archbishop said
it “seems imperative to remind the faithful of the Archdiocese for the Military Services that they must never
forget that all, regardless of their sexual inclination,
must be treated with the respect worthy of their human
dignity.”
He said that while the court’s decision “voids federal
law it opens the doors to others: It allows the citizens of
each state the opportunity to uphold the true definition
of marriage by voting for representatives and legislation that defend the true definition of marriage.”
The bishop urged Catholics to “make their voices
heard through the democratic process by upholding
marriage in their home states,” saying he remains confident that Americans will “continue to promote and
defend the good and the truth of marriage as the union
of one man and one woman as husband and wife for
life.”
of members of Congress, known as the Bipartisan Legal
Advisory Group of the U.S. House of Representatives.

What do the rulings mean for Pennsylvania?
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and a number of organizations opposed to same-sex marriage had
urged the court to issue rulings that upheld the traditional definition of marriage.
In 32 states, constitutional amendments ban same-sex
marriage, while 12 states and the District of Columbia
recognize such marriages. Another eight states recognize civil unions or domestic partnerships, with some
having overlapping bans on same-sex marriage.
Pennsylvania law defines marriage as the union of one
man and one woman and does not recognize “marriages”
from other jurisdictions that do not meet that definition.
The Supreme Court’s ruling does not challenge this law,
nor does it protect it necessarily.
(From the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference. See
more at www.pacatholic.org.)

A Mixed Up Message on Marriage
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
On Wednesday, June 26, I concelebrated Holy Mass
at the altar in St. Joseph on the Hill Church in Washington, D.C. A sparse congregation was in attendance, making it easy to notice a sitting Justice of the United States
Supreme Court. That was of particular interest, since the
Court would be my next stop. I was invited to join my
brother, Rev. Rob Schenck, in the High Court as a guest
of the Justice. The day before, the Chief Justice, John Roberts, had announced that the Court would hear a Massachusetts case related to my 1997 First Amendment case, Rev.
Schenck V Pro-Choice, in which I successfully challenged
a federal court order prohibiting pro-life sidewalk counseling. I did not know then that the two recent cases touching on the state of marriage in America would be read that
very morning by the Chief Justice and Associate Justice
Anthony Kennedy, both Catholics.
Justice Kennedy began in somber tones outlining the elements of the case: a woman who obtained a civil marriage
in Canada to another woman sued after her companion’s
death for inclusion in the federal estate tax exemption for
married persons. At the time of Thea Speyer’s death, the
two women lived together in New York, which by then registered same sex couples as married. Her surviving partner
was denied the exemption due to the federal Defense of
Marriage Act (DOMA), a 1996 bi-partisan measure signed
into law by President Clinton. The Act defines marriage
as between a man and woman for purposes of federal law.
The petitioner, Edie Windsor, sued the U.S. government
under the due process clause of the 15th Amendment. Justice Kennedy, joined by Justices Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan found that the Defense of Marriage Act
was unconstitutional (Justices Roberts, Scalia, Thomas
and Alito filed strong dissents). Justice Kennedy stated for
the majority:
“The federal statute is invalid, for no legitimate purpose
overcomes the purpose and effect to disparage and to injure those whom the State, by its marriage laws, sought to
protect in personhood and dignity. By seeking to displace
this protection and treating those persons as living in marriages less respected than others, the federal statute is in
violation of the Fifth Amendment.”
In so stating, Justice Kennedy invalidated a legislative
consensus defining marriage as a unique social institution
reserved for two persons of different genders. The U.S.
Congress, and President Clinton, had sought to permanently recognize in law an obvious arrangement which coincides with essential human nature, assures the enduring
bond between the sexes and creates the best conditions for
the procreation and development of children, who have a
right to a mother and a father. The Act further had the de
facto effect of recognizing that marriage between a man

and woman long preceded the United States,
and every state that has
Father Paul
ever existed.
CB Schenck
What was so deeply
troubling about the
opinion read by Justice
Kennedy is the deprecatory language used to
describe the purpose of the DOMA, which has
the unmistakable effect of stigmatizing its proponents and defenders.
According to the Majority, the definition of
marriage as only belonging to a woman and man,
is to “disparage and to injure” those who choose
conjugal life with a member of their same sex.
He further states that the defense of [traditional] marriage
“tells those [same sex] couples, and all the world, that their
otherwise valid marriages are unworthy of federal recognition. This places same-sex couples in an unstable position of being in a second-tier marriage. The differentiation
demeans the couple, whose moral and sexual choices the
Constitution protects... And it humiliates tens of thousands
of children now being raised by same-sex couples...”
The language used to describe the defense of traditional
marriage is derogatory and berating towards the communities within American society – religious, conservative,
traditional – which hold to beliefs and practices that view
marriage as belonging only to a man and woman who have
the natural potential to bring into being new human lives.
Outstanding among them is the Catholic Church.
In the document “The Pastoral Care of Homosexual
Persons,” the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
(in Rome) states that “a basic plan for understanding this
entire discussion of homosexuality is the theology of creation we find in Genesis. God, in his infinite wisdom and
love, brings into existence all of reality as a reflection of
his goodness. He fashions mankind, male and female, in
his own image and likeness. Human beings, therefore,
are nothing less than the work of God himself; and in the
complementarity of the sexes, they are called to reflect the
inner unity of the Creator. They do this in a striking way in
their cooperation with him in the transmission of life by a
mutual donation of the self to the other.” Same-sex couples
are not able to fulfill this vision of human destiny; only the
complimentary sexes are capable of realizing this.
The document on homosexual persons goes on to say,
“The Church, obedient to the Lord who founded her and
gave to her the sacramental life, celebrates the divine plan
of the loving and life-giving union of men and women in
the sacrament of marriage. It is only in the marital relationship that the use of the sexual faculty can be morally good.
A person engaging in homosexual behavior therefore
acts immorally.” And yet, the document states emphati-
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cally, “It is deplorable that homosexual
persons have been and are the object of
violent malice in speech or in action. Such
treatment deserves condemnation from
the Church’s pastors wherever it occurs.
It reveals a kind of disregard for others
which endangers the most fundamental
principles of a healthy society. The intrinsic dignity of each person must always be
respected in word, in action and in law.”
As to personal identity, the document observes that “The human person, made in
the image and likeness of God, can hardly
be adequately described by a reductionist
reference to his or her sexual orientation.
Every one living on the face of the earth
has personal problems and difficulties, but challenges to
growth, strengths, talents and gifts as well. Today, the
Church provides a badly needed context for the care of the
human person when she refuses to consider the person as a
‘heterosexual’ or a ‘homosexual’ and insists that every person has a fundamental Identity: the creature of God, and by
grace, his child and heir to eternal life.” This is a beautiful
and respectful understanding of the human person.
The condemnatory tone of the Supreme Court majority’s
opinion seriously misrepresents the doctrine of the complimentarity of the sexes in marriage and as such it is dangerous. While the ruling does not per se force any community,
church or individual to accept same-sex marriage or to solemnize one, what it does is precisely what Justice Kennedy
claims the law it strikes does – it vilifies and stigmatizes
defenders of heterosexual marriage as holding an undesirable doctrine which injures, demeans and humiliates their
fellow citizens.
Vociferous language such as this might well be used
to marginalize and possibly even penalize the Catholic Church and other faith communities for their beliefs,
practices and advocacy of complimentary-sex marriage. I
for one am very concerned that accrediting and licensing
agencies, school curricula and media outlets might co-opt
this disparaging attitude and then discredit and disqualify
schools, social service agencies and health care services
administered by faith communities such as the Catholic
Church.
Justice Kennedy and the majority were wrong to misrepresent the defense of heterosexual marriage as an indignity towards same-sex couples. If only he and Justice
Sotomayor better understood their Church’s respect and
benevolence towards homosexual persons, and its sublime
teaching on marriage, his words might have been more
temperate and his opinion more accurate.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities and chairman of the National Pro-Life
Action Center in Washington, D.C.)
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Knights’ Local Arc Campaign
Raises Funds for People with Disabilities
The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
BERWICK – St. Joseph: Mary
Malatesta.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Diane Mshar.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: George Landi.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Mary
Motter, Elizabeth Torbert, Ella
Weisser.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Richard E. Gebhart, Russell
Shriver.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Gloria
Barber, Margaret Moser.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Anna Campo.
HARRISBURG – St. Francis of
Assisi: Banner Eduardo Gonzalez
Ambrocio; St. Margaret Mary: Mary
Ladavat, Regina T. Luto, Henry Ricci.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Veronica Endrizzi, Stanley Gusick, Irene
Redd, Ryan Williams.

MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Karen Vajda.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Mary Griffin, William E.
Pillion.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer: Joseph J. Buraczeski, Sr.,
Charles V. Mahalik.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: James Coogan.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Meredith Anderson, Stella
Kurtz.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Burnell Lawrence,
Dorothy Weaver.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Martha
Goonan, Mary Ann Pichini.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Catherine Spanitz.
SUNBURY – St. Monica: Anna A.
Ebersole, Shirley A. Merena.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Samuel Fiorenza.

LANCASTER – St. Anne: Salvatore Lucidonio; St. Joseph: Michael
A. Amico, Ruth L. Brons, Apornpan
(Mum) Dougherty, Margaret Lander,
Peter I. Melendez, Jocelynne C.
Reisinger, Geneva M. Rudy, Carmella
V. Ruhl.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Michael Szollose.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Vincent Pacini.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Teresa M. Keffer,
Robert R. Small, Shirley Staub.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Peggy Krick; St. Joseph:
Janet Bouvier; St. Katharine Drexel:
William Dexter.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in July during the
past 25 years:
Father Kenneth Martini, 1988
Deacon Harold Alden, 1991
Deacon Joseph Broussard,1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez,
2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007

Solemn Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

To report suspected abuse of a minor,
call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:

July 8-16
Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

1-800-932-0313

430 Monastery Road, Elysburg
Daily Masses July 8-15 at 7 p.m.,
with Novena Prayers and Sermon

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
diocesan toll free hotline:

Solemn Pontifical High Mass celebrated by
Bishop William Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop
of Pittsburgh, July 16 at 5:30 p.m., the Feast of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

1-800-626-1608

Diocesan Cemeteries

HARRISBURG
Holy Cross Cemetery
4075 Derry Street
Harrisburg PA 17111
Mount Calvary Cemetery
500 South 13th Street
Harrisburg PA 17104

MECHANICSBURG/
YORK

Gate of Heaven Cemetery
1313 York Street
Mechanicsburg PA 17055
St. Mary Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

Resurrection Cemetery
116 South Oak Grove Road
Harrisburg PA 17112

St. Patrick Cemetery
Violet Hill
York PA 17402

Manager Tom Brlansky
Phone: 717-545-4205
Fax: 717-545-4523
tbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org

Holy Saviour Cemetery
3420 Susquehanna Trail
York PA 17402

LEBANON

Holy Cross Cemetery
1810 Jay Street
Lebanon PA 17046

Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-273-7541
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Manager Joe Brlansky
Phone: 717-697-0206
(Mechanicsburg)
717-764-9685 (York)
jbrlansky@hbgdiocese.org

ELYSBURG

All Saints Cemetery
172 All Saints Road
Elysburg PA 17824

Members of Knights of Columbus Council 12532, based at St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster, extend sincere gratitude to those who contributed
to their annual Arc campaign. Donations in support of people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities totaled more than $1,400 for the second year
in a row.
Seventy-five percent of the funds raised will go to The Arc of Lancaster
County, and 25 percent to The Arc of Pennsylvania. These organizations provide advocacy, community education, information and referral on available
services, and monitoring of services provided to people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
“Tight state budgets in recent years have deprived this organization of funds
needed to provide valuable services and support to people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities, and their families,” said Joe Hainthaler, chairman of the Arc Campaign for the council. “We are all God’s children, and
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities are therefore deserving of the acceptance and support of our community.”
This year marks the 35th year of the Knights of Columbus of Pennsylvania’s
“Measure Up” campaign, during which members collect contributions and
hand out rulers to raise public awareness about The Arc and its mission. More
than $5 million has been raised over the 35 years of the campaign for The Arc
of Pennsylvania and its chapters across the commonwealth.

Manager Kevin Shervinskie
Phone: 570-672-2872
Fax: 570-672-3268
kshervinskie@hbgdiocese.org

LANCASTER

St. Anthony Cemetery
Ranck Mill Ave. and Grofftown Rd.
Lancaster PA 17602
St. Mary Cemetery
New Holland Pike, Route 23
Lancaster PA 17601
St. Joseph Cemetery
(Old St. Joseph’s)
440 St. Joseph Street
Lancaster PA 17601
St. Joseph Cemetery
170 Charles Road
P.O. Box 127
Bausman PA 17504
Manager Patrick Eichelberger
Phone: 717-394-2231
Fax: 717-394-2664
peichelberger@hbgdiocese.org

Expressions of Faith Art Show
Featuring Artists
from the Diocese of Harrisburg
March 1, 2013 – November 24, 2013
51 Artists – 75 Pieces of Work
Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Rd Harrisburg, PA 17111
… Artistic expressions are real highways to God, the supreme Beauty; they help
us to grow in our relationship with him, in prayer. Benedict XVI
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Events & Fund-Raisers

Cost is $20 per person, with or without lunch. Register by Sept.
10 with check payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg” to Charismatic
Renewal, ATTN: Jaclyn Curran, 4800 Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg PA 17111. For questions, ontact Our Lady of Mount
See page 11 for a
Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel at 570-339-1031.
listing of festivals and picnics.
The St. Gabriel Ministry of St. Patrick Parish in
Carlisle will host a conference entitled “Building a Respect
Life Community” from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 5 at the church’s
Spiritual Offerings
Activity Center, 85 Marsh Drive. Speakers will be Msgr. Stuart
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for Children Swetland, vice president for Catholic Identity at Mount St.
is held in the perpetual adoration chapel at St. Joseph Parish
Mary’s University, and Maria Vitale Gallagher, legislative direcin Lancaster every Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. and every Thursday
tor for the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation. Cost is $25 and
from 1-2 p.m. through Aug. 22. Children’s adoration includes
includes lunch. Family rate is available. Make checks payable
prayer, praise and songs in spending time with Jesus. For more to St. Patrick Church and send to Patricia Dowling, 13 Morrison
information, contact catechist Patricia Wang at 717-396-0635
Way, Carlisle, PA 17015. For more information, contact Patricia
or mrswang113@gmail.com. She is also available to share
Dowling at 717-386-1074 or Gabriel Marcella at 717-243-5441.
information for those who would like to begin an adoration hour
for children in their parish.
Retreats & Pilgrimages
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated July
Join EWTN’s Johnnette Benkovic for two upcoming
5 at 7:30 p.m. by Father Dwight Schlaline at Holy Family Church retreats at Malvern Retreat House, in Malvern, Pa. Malvern Reth
in Harrisburg, at the intersection of 25 and Derry Streets. The
treat House’s 7th Annual Women of Grace Retreat (July 12-14),
monthly Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life
Director: EWTN’s Johnnette Benkovic; co-directed by Fr. Philip
in the Spirit prayer groups; call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or
Scott: “Entering the Heart of the Father: Healing for Divine Love
Loretta at 717-737-7551.
For Such a Time as This.” It’s a weekend full of uplifting music,
St. Jude Thaddeus Church in Mifflintown will host engaging teachings, a healing service, special liturgies, and
its next monthly healing Mass on July 11 at 6 p.m. Father William so much more! Preceding the retreat is the Malvern Retreat
House Benedicta Leadership Institute for Women (July 11-12),
Weary will be the celebrant.
Director: EWTN’s Johnnette Benkovic; co-directed by MarThe Annual Novena to St. Ann, Mother of the Blessed garet “Peggy” Hartshorn, Ph.D., President of Heartbeat, Int’l.
Virgin Mary, will take place at Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton
Attendees will learn leadership using the L.O.V.E. Approach,
beginning July 18 and ending on July 26, the Feast of Saints
developed by Peggy Hartshorn, to help make decisions based
Joachim and Ann. The schedule is as follows: July 18 and July
on their values and God’s desire for us. For more details, or to
19 - services will start at 7 p.m., with Solemn Benediction on
Thursday, the opening. July 20 - services will be after the 5 p.m. register, visit www.MalvernRetreat.com or call 610-644-0400.
Mass. July 21-26 - services will be at 7 p.m., with Solemn BeneThe annual Diocesan Charismatic Renewal
diction on Friday, the closing. Exposition of the relic will take
Retreat, “The Power of the Holy Spirit in the Sacraments,” will
place each night. For questions, contact Roz Greco at rgreco@ be presented by Father Francis Karwacki, Diocesan Liaison for
comcast.net or 717-939-2191.
Charismatic Renewal, Aug. 9-11 at Villa Sacred Heart in DanMass in the Croatian language will be celebrated July ville. The retreat begins with check-in beginning at 4 p.m. on
21 at 12:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace—Assumption of the Blessed Friday and ends with our departure after lunch on Sunday. Dinner is served Friday after check-in. For a registration form, go to
Virgin Mary Church, Steelton.
the diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org and send a copy
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Fa- in the mail with payment to “Diocese of Harrisburg” c/o Our
ther Walter Sempko July 21 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré
Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 47 S. Market St. Mt. Carmel, Pa.
Church in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard in English and
17851. All payments must be by check. No cash or credit cards
Polish after Mass.
accepted. Questions (retreat only): call 570-339-1031.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg
Catholic author and speaker Mike Aquilina will
is celebrating the 25th Anniversary of its founding. It is the
offer a retreat at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
first church in the world named in honor of St. Katharine
Mary Parish in New Oxford Aug. 24. The day will begin with
Drexel. There will be an Anniversary Mass on July 28 at 2
Mass at 8 a.m., followed by coffee and donuts, a talk on the role
p.m. Founding pastor, Father James R. O’Brien, will be the hom- of the family in the evangelization of the Roman Empire from
ilist. An Anniversary Dinner will be held at the Radisson Camp
9:30-10:30 a.m., a talk on angels and friendship from 10:45Hill at 5 p.m. Visit the parish Web site, skdparish.com, or call the 11:45 a.m., lunch, and a talk on martyrdom and Eucharist from
parish office, 717-697-8716, for more information.
1-2 p.m. Cost is $10 per person. Register in advance (with your
St. Jude Thaddeus Church in Mifflintown will host choice of turkey, Italian or American cold cut sub) to Pete Socks
by Aug. 12 at pete.socks@gmail.com or 717-634-4961.
a Mass with prayers for healing Aug. 1 at 6 p.m., celebrated by
Father William Weary.
The Harrisburg Area Women’s Retreat Club welMass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Aug. comes all women to their annual retreat weekend, Sept. 6-8 at
6 at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Family Church, at the intersection of 25th
Villa of Our Lady in Mount Pocono, Pa. For information, call Jo
and Derry streets in Harrisburg. Father John Bednarik, OFM,
Barnes at 717-652-2868 or Mary Brown at 717-545-7312.
Cap., will be the celebrant. This monthly Mass is sponsored by
The Diocesan Catholic Committee for Scouting
the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups; call
announces
the theme and dates for their 35th annual retreat.
Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.
The 2013 retreat will be held at Camp Bashore, Lebanon
the weekend of Sept. 20-22. This year’s theme is “Year
Education, Enrichment & Support County,
of Faith.” All Scouts and Scouters of all denominations are
Life in the Spirit seminars are held Wednesdays at
invited to attend. Adult Boy Scout Leaders are invited to attend
6:30 p.m. in the hall of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in
a meeting of the DCCS Saturday the 21st from 3-4 p.m. in the
Mount Carmel. Father Francis Karwacki is presenting it with the barn basement. Special arrangements are being made for those
help of some team members and audio visuals. Come, listen
Scouts whose units are not attending to register as a “Lone
and learn and pray to have a “Renewed Life in the Spirit.” There Scout.” Scouts ages 14-17 may register for the C.O.P.E. course.
are no tests, no quizzes, and no homework. Feel free to ask
Registration deadline is Aug. 31. For additional information, visit
questions. Remaining dates are July 10, 17, 24 and 31.
www.hbgdiocese.org or contact the office for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804 ext
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown recently formed a Parish Council of 327.
Catholic Women, and hosted Social Sunday after 9 a.m. Mass.
Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Guadalupe and
Their next meeting is July 16, and future events include a parish Catholic Shrines of Mexico: Father Sylvan Capitani,
picnic on Sept. 15 and a Christmas bazaar on Nov. 2.
pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom, retired
in June of this year after 35 years with the parish. Deacon Mike
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Berwick is hosting a Year of Faith program Solomon (Brother of St. John’s parishioner Paul Solomon) will
featuring one-hour sessions from Father Robert Barron. The Ca- lead a pilgrimage for Father Capitani on the occasion of his
tholicism adult formation program is open to the community. The retirement from Sept. 21–29, 2013 for the all inclusive price of
next session will be held July 18 at 6:30 p.m., “A Vast Company $2,850 (based on double occupancy). The all inclusive trip will
of Witnesses – the Communion of Saints.” For more information, leave from St. John’s Parish via deluxe motor coach to depart
or to receive a schedule for the remainder of the year, contact
from BWI. The comprehensive tour includes all five star hotels,
the parish at 570-759-8113.
breakfast and dinner daily, tour guides and admissions, and all
taxes and tips. For full itinerary, contact Faith Tours at faithful@
Diocesan Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp
reagan.com.
Fire (DCCGSCF) – Girl Scout Leaders are invited to attend
a meeting of the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts
An End of the Year of Faith Eucharistic Pilgrimand Camp Fire Aug. 17 from 10 a.m.-noon in the Cardinal Keeler age is planned to EWTN in Alabama Oct. 14-18, 2013. Visit
Center, Harrisburg. For more information, contact the Office for
the shrines, attend Temple and TV Masses with MFV Friars and
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or
Poor Clare Nuns, live show, healing service, Vespers, stay in
717-657-4804 x327.
the monastery, visit gift shops and much more. Cost $565.00
(double occupancy) including bus, 4 nights lodging, meals and
Adult Catholic Scouters are invited to attend Train
taxes. Contact Nick DiNunzio at 717-319-1668 or Pilgrimathe Trainer, Scouter Development or the Boy Scout Religious
geone@gmail.com, or Karen Morrisette at 717-581-8315 or
Emblem training held for Ad Altare Dei Counselors and Pope
k.cassidy1@comcast.net.
Pius Xll Emblem Moderators during the 35th Annual Retreat at
Camp Bashore Sept. 20-22. Train the Trainer is for past AAD
Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Counselors and PPXll Moderators who want to train other Scout- Parish in Abbottstown are organizing the 5th annual misers, Scouter Development is an Adult Leader Emblem, Religious sionary trip to Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 31-Nov.7, 2013. Are you
Emblem Counselors and Moderators should take retraining
willing to look into the face of Christ by performing acts of mercy
every 2 to 3 years to keep updated. For more information
for the poorest of the poor? Come join us and The Missionarcontact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@ ies of the Poor in serving God by caring for abandoned infants,
hbgdiocese.org.
children and adults in that poverty-ridden nation. A mountaintop
The Diocese of Harrisburg’s Catholic Charismat- retreat with Father HoLung is first, then working with the Brothers the following week. The trips are open to all those interic Renewal will hold its annual Day of Renewal with Father
Bill McCarthy, MSA, “A Personal Relationship with Jesus,” Sept. ested, not just parish members. Want to learn more? Call Roy
21 from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler in Harrisburg.
at 717-792-3408 or e-mail gerimenu1@comcast.net.

Compiled by Jen Reed

Trinity High School Boys’ Lacrosse will host a summer youth boys’ and girls’ lacrosse camp at the school in Camp
Hill July 15-18 at 6:30 p.m. each evening, under the direction of
the boys’ varsity head coach, David Heisey. The camp is open
to current 2nd through 8th graders at $70 each. Information at
Trinity High School’s website, www.thsrocks.us.
Catholic Harvest Food Pantry presents its 1st Annual
Golf Tournament July 19 at Honey Run Golf Course. Shotgun
start begins at noon with scramble format. Cost is $75 per
person which includes 18 holes, cart, lunch and dinner. For
more information and to resister, visit CHFP website: http://www.
catholicharvest.org/.
Trinity High School cheerleaders will host a summer
youth girls’ cheerleading camp July22-26 from 9 a.m.-noon at
St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg. Open to girls entering
second grade through eighth grade. Cost is $60 per camper,
$30 for each additional child in a family. Visit https:/sites.google.
com/a/thsrocks.us/athletics or call Lori Beauduy at 717-5711483.
The 4th annual David Costabile Golf Outing to
benefit the wrestling program at Bishop McDevitt High School
in Harrisburg, will be held July 26 at 8:30 a.m. at Mayapple Golf
Club. Cost is $80 per golfer and includes breakfast, lunch, beverages, T-shirt, prizes and more. Sponsorship opportunities and
group packages available. Contact Scott Lindsey at bmcdwrestling@gmail.com or 717-903-9689.
The Silence of Mary Home in Harrisburg will
be holding its second annual 5k run and fun walk on Aug. 3 at
Adams-Ricci Park in Enola at 8 a.m. Entry fee is $20 until July
27 and $25 thereafter. Onsite registration on race day is from
7-7:45 a.m. Further information and entry forms for the event
can be found at www.thesilenceofmary.org or by contacting Bill
Schuck at 717-877-1193.
The fifth annual John DeStephano Memorial
Golf Outing will be held Aug. 3 at Grandview Golf Club in
York. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. Contact Eric Johnson at 717676-8388. Cost is $75, and benefits St. Rose of Lima Athletic
Association.
The 34th Annual Knights of Columbus State
Golf Tournament, hosted by Our Lady of Lourdes Council
12404, and sponsored by Knights of Columbus District 76
and the Harrisburg Diocesan Chapter, will be held Aug. 17
at the Armitage Golf Club, Mechanicsburg. All proceeds from
the tournament will go to the Pennsylvania Special Olympics
and the ARC of Pennsylvania, which supports mentally and
physically challenged individuals. We are looking for assistance
in the form of hole sponsorship at the following levels: Copper-$75, Bronze-$125, Silver-$225, Gold-$325, Platinum-$525
and Titanium-$1025. We are also looking for donations of an
item or items that will be used for prizes for tournament golfers.
This tournament is open to Knights of Columbus members
only. Registration forms are available on the Knights website at
PAKofC.us DOCs/2013GOLFTOURNAMENT.pdf. The entry fee
is $75. Reservation deadline is July 26, or when the 144th golfer
is registered if prior to July 26. For additional information, please
call Steve Franchak at 717-695-3506.
The Knights of Columbus of St. John Neumann
Council 12532 will host their 13th Annual Pig & Corn Roast
Aug. 18 from noon-3 p.m., rain or shine, in the picnic grove next
to St. John Neumann Church, Lancaster. Tickets are $10 each,
children 4 and under free. Purchase a pork sandwich, roasted
corn, baked beans, apple sauce, a beverage and ice cream
courtesy of Turkey Hill. For tickets, call Al Gillis 717-293-9524,
Chuck Mayo 771-569-2394 or the parish office 717-569-8531.
Proceeds benefit pro-life and other council charities.
Lebanon Catholic School’s Athletic Association
will host its annual golf classic at Royal Oaks Golf Club in Lebanon Aug. 18. The tournament benefits Lebanon Catholic athletic
programs. Four-person scramble, shotgun start at 1 p.m. Cost is
$80 per player and includes golf, cart, lunch voucher and dinner.
Not a golfer? Consider being a cart, hole or beverage sponsor. Chances are being sold for $5 for the golf ball drop, where
someone could win up to $2,500. Contact Royal Oaks at 717274-2212 or Patti Hower at 717-866-7257, or find a registration
form at www.lebanoncatholicschool.org.
The Holy Name of Jesus Council #14081 of the
Knights of Columbus is holding its annual golf outing – the
Peter Kozyra Memorial Golf Outing – Aug. 24 at Deer Valley
Golf Course in Hummelstown. This shotgun tournament with
scramble format will start at 8 a.m. with prizes and a luncheon
held immediately thereafter at Deer Valley. Cost to golf is $75
per person and there are sponsorship opportunities available
also. For more information, or to sign up for the event, contact
Charles Rice at 717-808-6525 or crice41209@aol.com. This
event is open to anyone in the Harrisburg Diocese. Deadline to
enter or to sponsor is Aug. 16.
The 2013 Spirit Scramble golf tournament, hosted
by the Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus Council #10502 in Palmyra, will be held Sept. 14 at Royal Oaks Golf Club in Lebanon.
The four-person scramble format kicks off with a shotgun start
at 1:30 p.m. Sponsorships are available. The $75 fee includes
greens fee, cart, range balls, dinner and lunch prior to the game
at 12:30 p.m. The tournament is open to everyone. Those not
wishing to golf may attend the dinner only at approximately
6:30 p.m. for $25. Proceeds will benefit parish and community
youth outreach and education and select parish programs.
Contact Dane Schoenbaum at dane.schoenbaum@gmail.com
or call 717-838-2092 to register, sponsor, volunteer, or for more
information.

Parish & Organization News

A&B Religious & Gift Shop has been serving the
communities of the area for more than 30 years. The shop has
recently re-located from 11 N. Fifth Street in McSherrystown to
1150 Elm Avenue in Hanover (about four blocks from the old
location). The current owners took over the business in 2010
and saw a need to better serve the community, so they found a
new and brighter location that is more easily accessible for their
valued customers. The phone numbers remain the same: 717632-7384; Toll-free; 888-632-9510.
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Diocesan Natives Celebrate First Masses
F

ather John Paul Mary, MFVA, formerly
Joshua Zeller, celebrated Masses of
Thanksgiving at his home parish of St. John the
Baptist in New Freedom on June 30. He was
ordained to the Franciscan Missionaries of the
Eternal Word on June 22 at the Cathedral of St.
Paul in Birmingham, Ala.
The Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal
Word were founded in 1987 by Mother Angelica.
Their primary residence is in Irondale, Ala., next
door to the Eternal Word Television Network.
Their apostolate is to communicate the Catholic
faith by word and example, and involves using
the media – television, radio and the Internet – as
well as publishing and conducting retreats.
A native of New Freedom, Father John Paul
Mary earned an associate’s degree in engineering
from DeVry Institute of Technology in 2000. He

Father John Paul
Mary, MFVA,
formerly Joshua
Zeller,
celebrates a
Mass of
Thanksgiving at
his home parish
of St. John the
Baptist in New
Freedom
June 30.

became a seminarian for the Diocese of Harrisburg shortly after graduation. Following a visit
to the Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal
Word, he entered the community in October
2004. He completed his theological studies at
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary on May 4, 2012,
earning a Masters in Divinity. He has overseen
the EWTN Pilgrimage Department, helping with
various community administrative duties, and
assisting with the community website. He will
continue to minister at EWTN as a priest.
“I still cannot believe I’m standing here. This
is the best thing that has ever happened in my
life,” Father John Paul Mary told the congregation gathered for the first of two Masses he
celebrated at his home parish.
“No one deserves or earns this title of priest,”
he said. “It is a gift and a privilege.”
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Father John Paul Mary, who was ordained a priest of the Franciscan Missionaries of the Eternal
Word on June 22, embraces his father following his Mass of Thanksgiving.

F

ather Brian Zumbrum, OSFS,
celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving
at his home parish, Holy Name of Jesus
Church in Harrisburg, June 30, three
days after being ordained to the Oblates
of St. Francis de Sales.
A native of Harrisburg, Father Zumbrum attended Holy Name of Jesus
School and Bishop McDevitt High
School before entering DeSales University in the fall of 2003. There, he graduated with a degree in history, secondary
education certification, and a minor in
philosophy, and entered the seminary. He
earned a Master of Divinity Degree from
the Washington Theological Union in
May of this year.
Father Zumbrum was ordained on
June 27 at St. Thomas More Church in
Allentown, Pa. He has been assigned to
work as a full-time teacher and chaplain
at Nativity Prep in Wilmington, Del.
The mission of the Congregation of
the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales is to
grow as a religious community in loving
union with God and with each other, to
share their Charism with the People of
God, and affirm them in “living Jesus”
as the needs of the Church dictate. Following the example of their founder,
Father Louis Brisson, and in accordance
with the spirit of St. Francis de Sales,
the Oblates place themselves under the
guidance of the Holy See in the pursuit
of this mission.
“It’s a wonderful day, a great celebration of the Church,” Father Zumbrum
said of celebrating his first Mass at his
home parish.
He expressed gratitude for the many
family members, friends, parishioners,
and the members of his school communities who gathered for the Mass. “They
say behind every good priest is a good
foundation, and I have one of the best,”
Father Zumbrum said.

Above: Oblates of St.
Francis de Sales Father
Brian Zumbrum
celebrates a Mass of
Thanksgiving at Holy
Name of Jesus Church
in Harrisburg June 30,
three days after his
ordination to the
priesthood.
Left: Harrisburg native
Father Brian Zumbrum,
OSFS, distributes Holy
Communion during a
Mass of Thanksgiving
at Holy Name of Jesus
Church.
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