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Through the laying on of hands, and the
consecratory prayer that followed, Bishop
Ronald W. Gainer ordains Father Kyle Sahd,
a native of Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia,
to the priesthood. Father Sahd’s first
assignment is as parochial vicar at St. Joan of
Arc Parish in Hershey. See page 7 for coverage
of the ordination.
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St. John the Baptist Parish Commemorates Corpus
Christi with Blessing of Crucifix, Eucharistic Procession
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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Above: The restored crucifix, which initially was carved for Saints Peter and Paul
Church in New Kensington, Pa., which was home to Polish Catholics from 1859
until its closure in 1984.
Right: St. John the Baptist parishioner and Director of Liturgy Tom Lauer, who
restored the crucifix.

On the Solemnity of the Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ – the Feast of
Corpus Christi – members of St. John
the Baptist Parish
in New Freedom
commemorated
Christ’s
institution of the Eucharist with a Solemn
Mass that included
the blessing of a
beautifully restored
crucifix, followed
by an outdoor Eucharistic Procession.
During the Mass,
Bishop
Ronald
W. Gainer, who
blessed the crucifix, also formally
installed
Father
Joshua Brommer
as pastor. Father Brommer had been
serving as the parish’s administrator
for the past year.
The search for the crucifix began a
year ago, as Father Brommer sought
one to hang above the stained-glass
window of the Resurrected Christ located behind the altar. The parish’s
Director of Liturgy, Tom Lauer, soon
located one, which belonged to the
former Saints Peter and Paul Parish in
New Kensington, Pa., outside of Pittsburgh. Saints Peter and Paul Church
was built in 1859 for Polish Catholics
working in the area’s mills, factories
and mines. A 14-foot crucifix of oak
wood was fashioned for the church,
and graced its sanctuary, until the
church was closed in 1984.
Eventually, the ornate crucifix
wound up in a barn in the small borough of McDonald in western Penn-

sylvania. Years of damage from the elements took their toll on the cross and
Christ’s body. When Father Brommer
presented it to Tom Lauer for restoration, the crucifix was faded and corroded. Pieces of it were missing, including a gouge in
Christ’s chest, and
it was covered in
cobwebs and dirt.
Mr. Lauer spent
nearly six months
restoring the crucifix. He filled in the
holes with patching, and removed
the nails that had
still been attached
from its mounting
in Saints Peter and
Paul Church. He
lovingly cleaned
and repaired every
inch of the crucifix,
and then stained
it to return it to its
previous glory.
“As I was working on the crucifix, it almost felt like I
was going back 2,000 years, to when it
had just been removed from Calvary,”
Mr. Lauer told The Catholic Witness.
“Working on it was very serene,” he
said. “I cleaned Christ’s teeth, his eyes,
his hair, his whole body. It felt like it
was real, because of the detail and lifesize corpus. It was an amazing experience to care for the body of Christ.”
Following the restoration, the crucifix was laid in the parish atrium so
that parishioners could see it up close
before it was hung in the sanctuary.
Workers from Kinsley Construction
spent more than two days in meticulous care to hang it.
“Now, when we pray the Our Father
at Mass, and look at the crucifix, it’s
an emotional experience,” Mr. Lauer
said, “because we can visibly see that
our prayer to the Father is through his
Son.”

Father Sylvan Capitani, former pastor, and Father Joshua Brommer, current pastor, lead members of St. Bishop Ronald W. Gainer focuses on the Eucharist as
John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom in a Eucharistic procession on the parish grounds June 22 to com- he carries a monstrance in a Eucharistic procession to
celebrate Corpus Christi Sunday June 22.
memorate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
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Seeking the
Gateways Out
of Poverty
By A.B. Hill
The Catholic Witness

A summer event for all incoming high school
freshmen through 2014 graduates will be held at
St. John the Baptist Parish, 315 North Constitution Avenue in New Freedom, on July 30 from
3-8:30 p.m.
“The Catholic Youth Experience will offer
high school teens and recent graduates an opportunity to gather together with others from around
the diocese for interactive field games, a picnic
dinner, a concert and a Eucharistic procession and
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament led by Bishop
Ronald Gainer. It will offer them a great chance to
play and pray with hundreds of high school youth
from throughout our diocese,” said Rob Williams,
Director of the Diocesan Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry, which is sponsoring the
event.
The day’s schedule includes:
• Opening Prayer
• Interactive Field Games
• Picnic Dinner
• Sacrament of Reconciliation
• Concert Featuring Diocesan Youth and Young
Adults, Concert Headliner Mathias Michael and
Musical Guest “Fusion”

• Praise and Worship Music
• Eucharistic Procession and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament Led by Bishop Ronald W.
Gainer
“Our goal for this gathering is the same as our
goal for everything that we are involved with as
the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry:
bringing youth and young adults and their chaperones closer to Jesus Christ and to a deeper understanding of the Church and what it means to be
Church,” Mr. Williams said.
Cost is $5 per person. Youth chaperones are also
invited to attend. All clergy, religious sisters and
seminarians are complimentary.
Parishes and schools are asked to register as a
group and provide their own chaperones. Individuals who are not connected with a parish or
school group should contact the Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 for arrangements.
Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/event/
cyx-catholic-youth-experience. The registration
deadline is July 25.

Solemn Novena in
Honor of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel

Carmel of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
430 Monastery Road, Elysburg
Daily Masses July 8-15, 7 p.m. with
Novena Prayers and Sermon
July 16, Feast of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
5:30 p.m. Solemn Pontifical High Mass,
with Bishop William Waltersheid,
Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh

Correction

A photo caption of
the display of the Stations of the Cross at
the State Museum of
Pennsylvania in the
June 20 edition misidentified Dan Ernst.
Mr. Ernst, the cochairman of the 150th
anniversary committee
of St. Joseph Parish in
Hanover, was pictured
during the viewing of
the paintings.
The correct date for
Prince of Peace Parish’s annual picnic is
Sunday, July 13. A
previous listing about
the event included the
wrong date.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
• July 5 – Shamokin 150th Anniversary Parade, Mother Cabrini Parish, Shamokin, 2 p.m.
• July 7 – Fiat Days, Mount Saint Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Md.
• July 11– Seminarian Family Picnic, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.
• July 15-16 – PCC Administrative Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
• July 16 – Catholic Charities Board Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 1 p.m.
• July 17 – Celebrate Mass with Seminarians, Oyler Farm, Biglerville, 10:30 a.m.

There is an oft-repeated parable that goes something like this:
One day a group of villagers was working in
the fields by a river. Suddenly someone noticed
a baby floating downstream. A woman rushed out
and rescued the baby, brought it to shore and cared
for it. During the next several days, more babies
were found floating downstream, and the villagers
rescued them as well. But before long, there was
a steady stream of babies floating towards them.
Soon the whole village was involved in the many
tasks of rescue work: pulling these poor children
out of the stream, ensuring they were properly fed,
clothed, and housed, and integrating them into the
life of the village.
Before long, however, the village became exhausted with all this rescue work. Some villagers
suggested they go upstream to discover how all
these babies were getting into the river in the first
place. Had a mysterious illness stricken these poor
children? Had the shoreline been made unsafe by
an earthquake? Was some hateful person throwing them in deliberately? Was an even more exhausted village upstream abandoning them out of
hopelessness?
“Don’t you see,” cried some, “if we find out
how they’re getting in the river, we can stop the
problem and no babies will drown. By going upstream, we can eliminate the cause of the problem!” (Credit: Bread for the World)
One group of state legislators is similarly concerned about the “rescue work” being done in
Pennsylvania to address the effects of poverty.
The House Majority Policy Committee commissioned a study to identify barriers that low-income
Pennsylvanians face when attempting to reach
self-sufficiency. In April 2014, the committee released the preliminary findings of their “Beyond
Poverty” report.
“Government spends nearly a trillion dollars
annually on programs to fight poverty, yet there
are still 1.6 million Pennsylvanians struggling to
make ends meet,” said Representative Dave Reed
(R-Indiana), chairman of the policy committee.
“Clearly we must readjust our focuses.”
Twelve barriers were identified: the breakdown
of family support systems, lack of child care, the
downturn in the economy, inaccessible health
care, criminal records, financial illiteracy, inadequate education, homelessness, mental health
issues, hunger, substance abuse, lack of transportation, and a “benefits cliff” where upward movement in an economic bracket results in loss of services before a family is able to provide for them
independently.
Identifying barriers that entrap families in poverty is the first step of the “Empowering Opportunities: Gateways Out of Poverty” initiative that
seeks to establish effective and sustainable solutions to poverty in the Commonwealth. The report
will inform the committee’s next steps of building partnerships among community organizations,
educators, job creators, and state government;
developing comprehensive solutions to help families transition out of poverty; and maintaining a
long-term outlook that promotes progress and facilitates growth.
The Gospel implores us to care for the poor. As
long time advocates for policies that support those
in need, the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
will be closely watching the work of the “Empowering Opportunities” initiative. We pray that the
House Majority Policy Committee’s venture to go
“upstream” will be fruitful in identifying effective
gateways out of poverty.
(Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs
agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-todate with Catholic news and issues at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and
www.twitter.com/pacatholic.
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Pilgrimage to the National Shrine
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
Mount St. Mary’s, Emmitsburg
Initiated by Father Walter Sempko in 1988, the 27th Annual Pilgrimage
for World Peace will take place on Thursday, Aug. 7, at the National Shrine
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Day’s Schedule
10:00 Welcome (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill)
10:15–11:30 Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:30 Holy Rosary (Grotto - weather permitting)
12:00 Holy Mass (Grotto - weather permitting)

Celebrant and Homilist: Bishop Ronald W. Gainer
Concelebrants: Priests from the Diocese of Harrisburg
1:15 Lunch on your own (must bring your lunch)
2:15–2:45 Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Prayer of Consecration
(Grotto – weather permitting)
3:00–4:00 Holy Hour with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (St. Mary’s Chapel
on the Hill), with Bishop Gainer as homilist
All are welcome this day to join with Bishop Gainer to pray for peace
through the conversion of hearts, and to receive God’s blessings through
Mary, Mother of God, and Mother of the Church.
You do not need to register. There is no transportation provided; pilgrims
are encouraged to car pool, and parishes are invited to rent a bus, if feasible.
Pilgrims must bring their own lunch and drinks. Lunch is not available otherwise.
For questions, contact Deacon Tom Lang at DeaconTomLang@verizon.net,
or 717-599-1973.

Sign Up to Receive
The Witness Electronically
You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go!
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in
a fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up, and you will receive an
e-mail with a direct link to each edition as it is published.
Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the
form, you will be added to our e-mail list.
Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college
students and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the
Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the
paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.
Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of
a copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator,
Susan Huntsberger, at shuntsberger@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext.
201, with your Witness account number,
and your name, address and phone number.
And remember, previous editions of
the newspaper – dating back to early
2011 – are also available online. You can
find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. Just follow the
News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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Keys to Evangelization
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Some time ago, as I locked my car door and headed into school to begin my day,
I noticed I had parked over a grate. It was a drain to catch and siphon rain water out
of the parking lot. As I raced into the school building, I revisited a long-time fear of
dropping my keys down such a drain. Shaking off the feeling, I went through my
day in the normal fashion. At the end of the day, as I reached to unlock the car door,
a pinched nerve in my back told my hands to let go of the keys.
I watched in seemingly slow motion as the keys bounced off the
grate, hung precariously over the chasm and disappeared from
sight with a small splash. My Sister companion came upon the scene shortly after
the sound of the “kerplunk” and asked,
Thoughts
“What’s the matter? Are you sick?” I refrom a Catholic
sponded, “No. Not really, but we do have
Evangelist
a problem.” A brief conversation ensued,
in which I explained that on the ring
Sister Geralyn
were all my keys: car, house, classroom,
Schmidt, SCC
school, etc. Another conversation was
had with the football coach, who assisted
members of his team with the removal of
the grate and the retrieval of the keys.
Ever since this experience, I have come to deeply appreciate the importance of
“keys” in our everyday lives. They are not only “a small metal instrument specially
cut to fit into a lock and move its bolt,” they are “something that affords a means of
access.” (As defined at dictionary.com)
According to Pope Paul VI, a key aspect of evangelization is to evangelize “man’s
culture…. The split between the Gospel and culture is without a doubt the drama of
our time, just as it was of other times. Therefore every effort must be made to ensure
a full evangelization of culture…” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, p. 20)
An evangelizer should first study the culture, learn the language, interests, attitudes and behaviors, and then – and only then – inject the Gospel. This process was
outlined by St. Paul, when he wrote, “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win
Jews. … To those outside the law I became as one outside the law, so that I might
win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak.
I have become all things to all people that I might by all means save some.” (1 Cor.
9:20-22)
How does one do this? What is the process of identifying oneself to a culture? How
can one be an effective evangelizer? In doing some reading, I came across a blog
post by Dr. Jeff Mirus. The post, Ten Keys to Effective Evangelization, can be found
at https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/articles.cfm?id=559. The following
“keys” are Dr. Mirus’, the reflections are mine.
Personal relationship with Christ – A key component of the New Evangelization
is stirring the embers of our heart into a bonfire of love for Christ. Our faith cannot
just be a “check the box” faith. By this, I mean that it cannot be a list of what we
have to do or not do to be a “good Catholic.” It cannot be a once and done deal, but
a living, ever deepening relationship with a person who loves us intimately and infinitely. How does one deepen a relationship with Christ? First, and foremost, through
personal prayer; quality time spent in conversation with Christ. The components of
the conversation are not only talking, but, more importantly, listening to Him. Our
prayer cannot just be about our wants, dreams, and what we need to do, but rather a
stilling of both mind and body so that we can hear with our hearts what He has to say.
Secondly, we deepen our relationship with Christ by intensifying our understanding
of who Christ is through personal study and reflection. “Chew” on books written by
Catholic authors that explain the faith, encyclicals, writings from the Fathers of the
Church and the Catechism, as well as books that explain such texts. Take this knowledge and allow it to sink down into your heart, thus deepening and increasing your
love for Christ.
Personal relationship with the Church – A deep respect for Holy Mother Church
is part and parcel of who we are as Catholic Christians. The Church is, after all, the
Body of Christ. Through the action of the Holy Spirit within the sacraments of the
Church, especially through the Eucharist, Christ, who was once dead and is now
raised, establishes a community of believers in his own Body. As a community, it is
essential that we celebrate our oneness with Christ. But, this oneness with Christ also
creates a unity with others. The joys of others become all our joys, the pain of others
becomes all our pain. In order to share in this “oneness,” our physical presence is
essential in the liturgical celebrations. Our “family” or local Church is truly missing
something if we choose not to be present. In short, love for Christ impels one to share
that love with others in prayer, in presence and in acts of service. This very process
creates community.
A different way of living morally – What we believe should be lived out in our
lives. What we hold true in our minds and in our hearts must be acted out through
our words and our actions. We have been invited within the Baptismal call to be holy.
The journey to live a holy life goes hand in hand with a life that is “examined.” Daily,
we should reflect on our life – our personal and sexual relationships, our speech,
our social attitudes, our use of time and use of technology – how they “measure up”
to the values and virtues that are exhibited in the life of Christ and the teachings of
the Church. We must allow the examination of our life to shed light on our personal
inordinate self-love and habits that don’t match Christ’s, and then move to change
them. The way we live, once that it is centered on Christ, will have a positive effect
on those around us.
Different attitudes, responses and emotions – The “difference” in this statement
is deeper than just the avoidance of serious sin. When our hearts and our minds are
centered on Christ, our attitudes and actions begin to change. We find, or should find,
that we don’t react to news, entertainment happenings, stresses, surprises, defeats,
victories, and humiliations in the same way. Habits that do not reflect Christ begin
to change. St. Paul puts it this way in Ephesians 4:22: “You were taught to put away
your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves with the new self, created
according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”
Now you might be saying, as you scratch your head, “But, Sister, these points all
point to me. How can these change the culture in which we live?” Remember the old
adage that you were told as a child that went something like this, “Remember when
you point at someone, three fingers point back at you.” In order to change any culture,
individuals within that culture need to change. This is why the New Evangelization
truly begins with us! So we become the “key” in change that the New Evangelization
speaks about. Remember always, “key” your heart with the Love of Christ!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An educator
for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age
learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual
God has called them to be.)
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Vote to Help Give a
Playground to the Kids
of the Interfaith Shelter

The Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, 120
Willow Road, Harrisburg, is one of 50 semifinalists
in the “Ultimate Neighborhood Give Back Challenge.” The contest is sponsored by Guaranteed
Rate, one of the 10 largest retail mortgage lenders
in the U.S., who is teaming with home improvement
expert Ty Pennington on a nationwide search for
people and organizations who are leading projects
that make meaningful impacts in their communities. The company is giving away $100,000 to the
best community improvement projects that were
submitted.
The Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, operated by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, is hoping to receive an award to make more
play space for children that stay at the shelter by
constructing a new playground at the facility and by
doubling the size of the shelter’s living room, which
would offer more indoor playing space.
The shelter submitted an application via the challenge’s Facebook app and was selected as one of the
50 semifinalists. Voting for the contest will conclude
on July 8. Entries will be judged on three criteria:
impact to the community, a plan to execute the idea,
and the number of votes received.
The Interfaith Shelter’s video entry and information about voting in the contest can be viewed
online at http://bit.ly/GRgivebackchallenge.
“The shelter has a great impact on the community
since it is the only place that allows families to stay
together when they are in crisis. This is critical for
the families and especially the children,” said Christopher Meehan, Director of Development for Catholic Charities of Harrisburg. “We hope that people
will take a moment to help the kids and vote for the
project via Facebook and spread the word to their
family, friends, and coworkers. Anyone with a Face-

book account can vote.”
The list of 50 semifinalists will be narrowed to
six finalists in July, with a grand prize winner being
named Aug. 1. The grand prize winner will receive
$50,000 toward their project, plus Ty Pennington’s
help at their project site for a day. The five remaining
finalists will receive $10,000 each to help make their
projects a reality.
The playground project is part of additional renovation and construction plans at the Saint Samuel
Center – the home for Interfaith Shelter, Lourdeshouse Maternity Home, and Evergreen House for
women recovering from addiction. Plans include
new handicapped-accessible bedrooms and bathrooms, a new elevator, indoor and outdoor ramps,
and other building and technology upgrades.
“While it is wonderful to have these three programs under one roof at the Saint Samuel Center,”
Mr. Meehan noted, “the facility is in desperate need
of upgrades that will enhance the services that we
can provide to our clients. The playground is a
small but important piece of the overall plans for the
building. I believe our application in the contest is
worthy, a necessity, and will have a positive impact
on the children from our client families.”
Opened in 1992 and operated by Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, the Interfaith
Shelter for Homeless Families is the only shelter
in the Cumberland/Dauphin/Perry County region
that keeps families together during a homeless crisis. In addition to temporary housing, families at the
shelter are provided with meals, case management,
transportation, job-hunting and training tips, and assistance with obtaining safe and stable housing. Last
year, 393 clients from 136 families stayed at the facility. Since the shelter opened in 1992, the program
has served more than 11,000 clients.
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Beryl Pabon stands in an area where the Interfaith Shelter for
Homeless Families hopes to have a playground for children.

Marchers, Including Teens, Encouraged
in Their Stance for Traditional Marriage
By Sarah Hinds
Catholic News Service
Father Rick Kosisko found a lot to be
thankful for during the March for Marriage.
Joined by hundreds of supporters of
traditional marriage at the U.S. Capitol
June 19, the pastor of St. Pius X Parish in
Mount Pleasant, Pa., told Catholic News
Service he was pleased to know that others
felt it was important to show up in Washington to share their views about the sacredness of the bond between one man and
one woman.
“We feel called to be here,” he said.
“I saw a joyful group there at the rally,”
he added as he and about 20 parishioners
made their way to meet with congressional
representatives to press for policies that
support traditional marriage. “I think it’s a
foundation, and much like the March for
Life, it will continue to grow.”
Mary Ellen Pellegrino, director of prolife and social ministry for the Diocese of
Greensburg, joined the Pennsylvania contingent. The group planned to meet with
four elected representatives from Pennsylvania during their visit.
“We're just here to tell them that we hope
they will protect marriage, traditional marriage. I’m here because I want to champion the best interests of children,” she said.
“In changing the definition of marriage, I
think the children get lost.”
Several marchers likened the event to
the March for Life. They expressed hope
that the March for Marriage, organized by
the National Organization for Marriage
and the Family Research Council, will
someday match the March for Life in influence and magnitude.
“This march is the seed of a movement

CNS/TYLER ORSBURN

Xavier Krebs, 13, of Catonsville, Md., poses for a photo during the second annual March for Marriage on the West Lawn of the Capitol in Washington June
19. “I’m here to make sure that people my age have a better future,” Xavier said.
“God says that marriage is between one man and one woman and that’s how it
should be.”
that is global,” said Deacon Keith Fournier
of St. Stephen Martyr Parish in Chesapeake,
Va., more than five hours from Washington.
He said the long drive was worth the effort.
“It’s good to see a grass-roots movement
being raised here,” he said.
“We’re not protesting anything,” he continued. “We’re standing for something,
something good and wonderful: marriage,
and the right of children to have a mom and
a dad. The pro-life movement began with
events like this and we've made tremendous
progress. So I’m very, very encouraged.”
The event was especially well attended
by young people who wanted to make their
voices heard.

Carrying the state flag of Maryland,
13-year-old Xavier Krebs of Catonsville,
Md., joined the march with several of his
peers. “I’m here to make sure that people my
age have a better future,” he told CNS. “To
make sure we do things God’s way. God says
that marriage is between one man and one
woman and that’s how it should be.”
Helen Gorman, 17, came to the march with
a friend, Kevin Oriani, 22, from Hyattsville,
Md.
“I’m here because I don’t want the voice of
those who believe in traditional marriage to
be silenced. If society gets to a point where
we can’t speak about it without immediately
being censored, then it will be very hard to

restore a culture that prizes and loves marriage,” Gorman said.
Many families with young children also
gathered at the Capitol.
Jeff Coogan of Staten Island, N.Y., and
his wife, Divonne, listened to the speakers from a distance as their toddler, Gerard,
waved a sign that read, “Every child deserves a mom and a dad.”
“We’re here because we want to make a
public stand in favor of marriage,” Coogan
said. “We’re glad to meet other people of
like-mind, and maybe our presence here
will change someone’s mind.”
Christina Andrews and her husband Jonathan brought their six children to Washington from Tappahannock, Va. “I believe
in God’s definition of marriage as one man
and one woman for life,” Andrews said.
“Truth is truth, no matter what people say.”
Those in attendance also varied in religious beliefs.
“A marriage constitutes a man and a
woman, and to try to uproot this concept
is flaunting a dismissal of the recognition
that it is the almighty sustaining us, giving
us life,” said Rabbi Yisrael Dovid Weiss
of Monsey, N.Y. He and four other rabbis
carried a banner that read, “The Almighty,
in His Torah, forbids same-sex marriage.”
The march also had its opponents. Several protesters stood beyond the stage in
view of the crowd, carrying rainbow flags
and signs that read, “Love is love” and
“Love not hate.”
Mandy Roach, 24, of Rhode Island,
wearing a rainbow flag as a cape, told
CNS, “I think every child should just have
someone who loves and supports them. If
you love someone and want to spend your
life with them, you should be able to marry
them just like anyone else.”

6 - The Catholic Witness • July 4, 2014

A Healing Retreat Offers Forgiveness after Abortion
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
“And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.”
These words of The Our Father flow so often, but is it that
easy to forgive, especially yourself?
For Tammy Burns, forgiving herself seemed almost impossible. She entered the Catholic Church nearly 23 years ago after meeting her husband. She had always wanted to be Catholic. When she was young, she would attend Mass with friends,
and felt a pull to the faith. Her own family bounced around
from different congregations. After meeting her husband, she
decided to attend RCIA classes. Upon receiving the Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation for the first time, Mrs. Burns
realized she had to say something out loud that not even her
then-future husband knew. She had to tell the priest, a close
friend of her fiancé, that she had had an abortion.
“I thought he would tell my husband he couldn’t marry me,”
Mrs. Burns said. She knew after her confession that she’d have
to tell her fiancé, and she was convinced he would tell her the
engagement was off. But he didn’t. He responded with love,
and has for the last 22 years, including Mrs. Burns’ participation in a Rachel’s Vineyard experience.
According to the Rachel’s Vineyard Web site, it is a retreat
that offers weekends for healing after abortion, held in locations across the United States and Canada, with additional sites
around the world. Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of Priests
for Life. The program is an opportunity to examine your abortion experience, identify the ways that the loss has impacted
you in the past and present, and helps to acknowledge any
unresolved feelings that many individuals struggle with after
abortion. Because of the emotional numbness and secrecy that
often surrounds an abortion experience, conflicting emotions
both during and after the event may remain unresolved. These
buried feelings can surface later and may be symptoms of post
abortion trauma.
Mrs. Burns, at the time of her pregnancy, didn’t think she
was good enough to raise a baby, and she didn’t have the support of the father.
“The pro-choicers will tell you, ‘Go do this, go do this,’ but
then they are gone. They’re there when you walk in the door,
but when you come out, they are gone. You’re stuck with the
emotions and how you feel. There is nowhere to go with it.
You’re not supposed to talk about it. It’s really a trap,” said
Mrs. Burns.
She expressed how important it is that there are alternative
programs now that support women during unexpected pregnancy.
Mrs. Burns believes it was the Holy Spirit at work that
brought her to Rachel’s Vineyard.
She had been working a job that she had to leave for at 4:30
in the morning, and she couldn’t put her kids on the school
bus. She explained, “It was killing me. The kids I have... I’m
so addicted to them. I can’t be away from them for a second.”
Mrs. Burns started looking for a new job. Someone told her
that the priest at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove

at the time – it was Father Paul C. B. Schenck – was looking
for a parish secretary. She was hired. Mrs. Burns then found
out that Father Schenck is the Director of the Diocesan Respect
Life Office, and founding chair of the National Pro-Life Center
in Washington, D.C.
“So then I began to feel a little nervous, because I have a
secret,” she said. Then Father Schenck hired Joy Crimmins to
the diocesan office and as parish manager.
Mrs. Burns and Mrs. Crimmins work closely together, and
at a moment in the office, Mrs. Burns asked Mrs. Crimmins
about Rachel’s Vineyard. She began to explain how they help
post-abortive mothers. Suddenly, out of nowhere, Mrs. Burns
said, “I had one!”
“I had never told anybody this, so it flew out of my mouth,”
Mrs. Burns recalled. Mrs. Crimmins suggested she speak to
Father Schenck, and he encouraged her to attend Rachel’s
Vineyard.
Mrs. Burns said she was terrified to go, but couldn’t come up
with a good enough excuse not to attend. By the end of the retreat, she felt much different about her past. She explained the
three most powerful moments for her were being able to tell
her story, including her entire childhood. “Everyone is patient
while you speak, and it is confidential,” she said.
She spoke about the naming of the unborn child, and the
christening of the baby. “It felt so right. I gave him to God
through Baptism.”
And lastly, the memorial service at the end of the retreat was
moving and symbolic for her. Each person brings readings or
songs; she chose a poem from Saint Therese.
Mrs. Burns feels a difference in her everyday life after the
retreat, saying, “It was a lot of work to hide [the abortion]. I
was trying to hide and was trying to be good enough.”
“It was painful to live like that and to know that I had done

that. Even after Reconciliation, I didn’t let it go. I didn’t say,
‘Ok, here you go, God.’ I kept taking it back and taking it back,
and beating myself up with it and calling myself names. I know
there are women out there that this [Rachel’s Vineyard] can
benefit. They can come out of it with peace and self respect.”
She feels she is more laid back now, and just tries to enjoy
the people around her. She said she wanted to be better for her
kids. “I really love who they are.”
Mrs. Burns suggests any woman or person with grief from
an abortion to pray about attending Rachel’s Vineyard. “Ask
God if you’re ready to face it. And go. The healing part is freeing too, tell the truth to yourself and other people.” She explained, “When you hear others’ stories, it takes you from a
place of judgment to a place of compassion. And then you have
compassion on yourself.”
“I grew up in the 70s, when women were being told they were
being held down, and to make choices for themselves; that was
the atmosphere,” Mrs. Burns said. “The pro-choice movement
then was tied into that. If you were going to have any power at
all, you should be able to make your own choices.”
“I think what I learned now is that, by not having an environment to do what God made us to, which is have babies and take
care of them, I think that does something worse to women.”
She continued, “I feel very strongly that it’s a big lie out there
that it is a choice that you should be able to make. We need
more services to help women to heal from that, that have done
it. And for women who find themselves in an unexpected pregnancy to succeed in it, we need more services to help them.”
Mrs. Burns feels so strongly about her experience at Rachel’s Vineyard that she hopes to create a memorial garden for
the unborn. She is still searching for a property, but envisions
bricks engraved and even priests available for baptisms.
Forgiveness can be found. For more information about Rachel’s Vineyard visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend for
Those Suffering from an Abortion
• August 1-3
• Mariawald Renewal Center in Reading, PA
If you or a loved one is suffering from an abortion experience, please consider joining us for this healing weekend retreat. The retreat is for anyone who has suffered this
loss: the parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, medical
personnel and those employed in the abortion industry.
The weekend offers a safe, non-judgmental environment,
where you can enter into this healing process with others
who know this pain first hand. All inquiries are confidential.
For more details, and to register, contact Joy Crimmins
at Rvpamd@gmail.com or call 717-788-4959 or visit
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Virginia Parish Helps Build
Village in Haiti in Memory of Pastor
By Winston Pierre
Catholic News Service
The Church of the Nativity in Burke, Va.,
has donated enough money to Food for the
Poor to build a village in Haiti in memory of
its longtime pastor, Father Richard Martin,
who died in May.
Food for the Poor recently announced plans
for the new Good Shepherd Village, as it will
be called.
Father Martin had traveled to Haiti many
times with Food for the Poor, helping thousands of Haitian citizens have a better life by
providing shelter, clean water, sanitization and
schools.
“He was involved in the whole aspect of education, which we believe can break the circle
of poverty,” said Delane Bailey-Herd, the incountry manager of Food for the Poor. “The
village we are going to build really embodies the whole Gospel and who Father Martin
was,” she added.
Food for the Poor is a Florida-based interdenominational Christian relief and development
organization working primarily in 17 countries
in the Caribbean and Latin America.
“Our mission statement is to turn the face of
the Church in the First World to the need of the
poor in the Third World,” said Bailey-Herd.
The village will be the 10th built by Nativity
parish, which is in the Diocese of Arlington,
Va. It will contain more than 120 houses, solar
lighting, a community center, a health clinic,
agricultural projects, and a kindergarten. The
residents will receive life-skills training to ensure that they can take the best advantage of all
the programs offered.
“Our goal is to take people out of severe

CNS/HILDA PEREZ, FOOD FOR THE POOR

The late Father Richard Martin blesses the newly constructed home of a Haitian
family that his parish, Church of the Nativity in Burke, Va., helped to build. The
parish has donated enough money to Food for the Poor to build a village in Haiti
in memory o f its longtime pastor, who died in May.
economic depression and give them a chance
[for] life, give them hope not only for themselves but also for their children, and their
children’s children,” Bailey-Herd told Catholic News Service in a telephone interview.
Residents of Good Shepherd will be people
who are in dire need of basic necessities. Food
for the Poor works with pastors, missionaries, partner organizations, clinics, community

leaders and churches in vulnerable and very
poor areas to ensure that aid reaches those who
are in most need.
“The impact of the Nativity Church and Father Martin’s influence is going to last not only
on this generation but also on generations to
come,” Bailey-Herd stated.
She explained that Nativity parishioners and
Father Martin, in addition to sending resources

to Haiti, have traveled to Haiti to talk to those
who are neglected in some of the poorest regions of the country, and spend time with
them. They also have visited people in prison.
Bailey-Herd said Father Martin was not
afraid to walk into the prisons and hold hands
with the prisoners. He has not been afraid of
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, housing the homeless, and showing them love.
“He had a real love for people, and we saw
it everywhere we went with him. He understood the poor. In our lobby, we have a wall
with four Servants of the Poor,” wrote Robin
Mahfood, president and CEO of Food for the
Poor, in a press release about the new village.
Father Martin worked with Food for the
Poor for 16 years through Operation Starfish,
which came from an idea the priest had in
1998 to start a program that would allow families “to contribute a little and turn it into a lot.”
A year later, the program was given its name,
which is based on a well-known story about a
boy who was walking on a beach and saw an
old man picking up starfish that had washed
up on the sand and throwing them back into
the ocean. Asked by the boy how his actions
could possibly make any difference – with so
many miles of beach and so many washed-up
starfish – the man replied: “It made a difference to that one.”
The village will be built near Grand Boulage over a three-year period. According to
Food for the Poor, it will combine the latest
technology, construction development programs and community development programs.
A groundbreaking ceremony has been scheduled for July.
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Father Kyle Sahd Eager
to Lead People to Christ
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Throughout his 35 years, Father Kyle Sahd
has encountered faithful men and women who
have, in one way or another, helped lead him
to Christ.
Among them are his parents, Ronald and
Karen Sahd. They’ve raised four sons in the
Catholic faith. The eldest, Daniel, is a husband and a father. Christopher, the second
oldest, is a priest of the Diocese of Scranton,
who was ordained in 2001. Kyle was ordained
a priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg on June
28 by Bishop Ronald W. Gainer. And Timothy, Kyle’s twin, is in formation as a diocesan
seminarian.
Clergy and religious at Father Sahd’s
home parish of Holy Trinity in Columbia
also played a significant role in leading him
to Christ: the late Father Stephen Rolko, former pastor, Father Kenneth Lawrence, current
pastor, and Sister Anna Cosgrove, his religion
teacher in elementary school, whom, he said,
“taught us about the faith, the saints, and the
Eucharist, and was the first real big influence
on my discernment.”
And then there are the pastors who led
Father Sahd in his summer assignments as a
seminarian, “who taught me very much about
what a true priest is, by their daily lives and
working with the people.”
Now, the diocese’s newest priest is prepared to begin his own priestly ministry to
lead people to Jesus and to holiness. His first
assignment is as parochial vicar at St. Joan of
Arc Parish in Hershey.
“I feel I bring the gifts of understanding and
listening to the priesthood,” he said. “It’s being with people in their time of need – their

joys, their sufferings, their sorrows – and always leading them to Christ. Your relationship with the people of God needs to bring
them to Christ, always with charity.”
That’s a lesson he particularly observed in
his brother, Father Christopher Sahd.
It was during the Mass of Ordination to the
Priesthood for his brother in 2001 that Father
Sahd experienced a call to discern the priesthood. He had first given it thought in Sister
Anna’s second grade class at Holy Trinity
School, and the thought was tugging at him
again, as he was teaching at York Catholic
High School.
“I felt pulled emotions,” Father Sahd said
of his consideration of a teaching career while
discerning a religious vocation. “I felt tremendous joy for my brother Chris at his ordination, and yet I was very excited about teaching
as well.”
Before long, he vocalized his discernment
to his priest brother. “He was always so kind
and generous, and he reassured me that I
needed to look into it further, to pray about
it further.”
As he next turned to Father Raymond
LaVoie, Diocesan Vocations Director, to
discuss discernment, eventually entered St.
Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., and then
was assigned to study at the Pontifical North
American College in Rome, he knew that
the path of formation would lead him to the
man God called him to be, not a replica of his
priest brother.
“Chris and I are two totally different people, with two totally different sets of talents
and gifts that God has given us,” Father Sahd
said. “But there is one goal that we have in
common, which is to bring people to holiness,
to bring people to Christ.”
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Father Kyle Sahd and Father Philip Burger join Bishop Ronald W. Gainer at the
altar during the Communion Rite. Father Sahd has been assigned to serve as
parochial vicar at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey, where Father Burger – also
pastor of Holy Family Parish in Harrisburg and Secretary for Clergy and Consecrated Life – is pastor.
Ronald and Karen Sahd raised their sons in
the Church, attending Mass together as a family, volunteering at the parish, and encouraging their sons as altar servers.
“It’s the family unit that also guides you
along in discernment,” Father Sahd remarked.
“The constant faith that is expressed in the
family helps foster vocations.”
“My parents had always said to us, ‘You do
whatever the Lord wants you to do, and go
wherever the Lord is calling you,’” he said.
“They were always very open and very supportive of me and my brothers.”
“The family is the first teacher of the faith,
and so it’s no coincidence that members of the

During the Rite of Ordination, Deacon Kyle Sahd, as candidate, pledges his obedience to
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer and his successors. His twin brother Timothy, a diocesan seminarian, assists during the Mass.

Father Kenneth Lawrence, pastor of Holy Trinity Parish
in Columbia, exchanges a sign of peace with Father Kyle
Sahd at the conclusion of the Rite of Ordination. Father
Sahd said the priestly model of Father Lawrence assisted
him in his discernment.

same family enter seminary or enter religious
life,” he said of the paths that he and his brothers Chris and Tim have taken.
And he also finds support and inspiration
from his brother Dan, who has a wife and
three children.
“He has influenced me as well in my vocation by showing me how loving and supportive he is to his wife and his children,” Father
Sahd said. “We all make up the Church.”
“When you are discerning, you need a
whole support group, and you need God in
prayer,” he remarked. “You can’t do it yourself.”

Father Christopher Sahd, a priest of the Diocese of Scranton, vests
his brother, Father Kyle Sahd, with the stole and chasuble. Father Kyle
Sahd said that it was at the ordination of his brother that he began to
give serious consideration to discerning a religious vocation.

Father Kyle Sahd gives Holy Communion to his parents, Karen and Ronald Sahd.
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Quo Vadis Days in the Diocese
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Priests and deacons join Bishop Ronald W. Gainer at the altar for the celebration of Mass June 24 in St. Bernard’s Chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary.

assisting with the program.
During this year’s camp, as in previous years, a
number of Knights of Columbus assemblies, councils and Squire circles volunteered to prepare two
hen the Diocesan Office of Vocations first
announced in 2005 plans for a vocation
meals for attendees. One featured generous helpings
discernment camp for young men, Father Raymond
of pulled pork, marinated chicken, vegetables and
LaVoie was unsure of how it would be received.
cake. The other, a cookout, included traditional bar“We wondered how many guys would give up a
becue faire. Annually, the Knights raise funds for the
whole week of their summer to spend a significant
food, set up for the meal, and serve it to campers.
amount of time in prayer and learning about discernRemaining funds are presented to the Office of Voment of the priesthood.”
cations for the purchase of prayer manuals, T-shirts
On the tenth anniversary of the diocese’s Quo Vaand water bottles for participants.
dis Days, held June 22-26 this year, Father LaVoie,
More than the financial support of Quo Vadis
Director of the Office of Vocations, looked out over
Days, the Knights are an integral part of the atmothe grounds of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emsphere during the week, Father LaVoie said.
mitsburg, Md., where the camp is held annually, and
“One of the goals of Quo Vadis Days is to help
saw his answer in the nearly 100 attendees present
form young men into good Catholic men. The
for this year’s gathering.
Knights of Columbus are one of the finest examples
What started with more than 50 young men beof men throughout the Church who are actively servtween the ages of 15-25 a decade ago has blossomed
into a yearly highlight for many of the Quo Vadis
ing through their support of priests and seminarians,
Days participants, which have averaged 90 in numand their work to foster a culture of life. They proDiocesan seminarian Sean Warfield has attended all ten of the Quo Vadis vide such a great witness,” he said. “It’s important
ber since 2007, according to Father LaVoie.
Quo vadis means “Where are you going?” Legend Days hosted by the Diocese of Harrisburg, and finds the program to be for the young guys to see Catholic men who pray
tells that St. Peter asked Jesus this question on the an opportunity for young men to meet peers who are discerning God’s will and who have active lives of service. In a very real
outskirts of Rome. We know where Jesus went in re- for them.
way, they have a tangible outreach towards priests,
sponse to His Father’s will.
towards seminarians, and towards men discerning
The camp offers an opportunity for young men to spend time staffed by diocesan priests and seminarians, and activities inthe
priesthood
because of their assistance in this program.”
together in prayer to listen to the Lord’s call in their life. It is clude Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, vocation talks, hiking,
sports and games.
“I think what continues to draw participants is the experience
that other guys have. Those who have previously attended become the best promoters of the program,” Father LaVoie said.
“It’s their witness and testimony to others that is the key to our
success.”
Among the participants in the inaugural Quo Vadis Days
experience was a teenager from St. Vincent de Paul Parish in
Hanover, fresh from the conclusion of eighth grade.
Today, that young man, Sean Warfield, is a diocesan seminarian preparing to enter into Second Theology at Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary this fall.
He has attended every Quo Vadis Days camp.
When he interacts with the young participants, he looks at
them through the eyes of someone who was once in their shoes.
“I want them to know that we had the same struggles that
they have, and we still have struggles, and this program helps
with that discernment,” Sean said. “To be around other guys
who have the same problems or fears, but also the same zeal
and maybe an inkling about the possibility of being a priest,
is very beneficial.”
“It can be isolating sometimes when you’re having these
feelings about discerning a religious vocation,” he observed.
“It’s not always the most popular thing to pursue among
peers. After attending the first Quo Vadis Days, when I knew
I wanted to eventually apply to seminary in four years, high
school was tough. I’d tell people about it, and I’d either get
support, or a lukewarm response and then isolation. You can
sometimes feel alone when you’re discerning, but to come
here and be around guys you connect easily with, you can
A camper participates in the tenth annual Quo Vafeel free and realize that we’re all in it together.”
Woodrow Wagaman, a camper from St. Vincent de
The camaraderie includes campers, seminarians, priests, dis Days, which took place June 22-26 this year. The
Paul Parish in Hanover, prays during Mass celebrated the bishop, and members of the Knights of Columbus as program began with approximately 50 participants in
by Bishop Ronald W. Gainer in the chapel at Mount St. the week unfolds. Since the inception of Quo Vadis Days, 2005, and has since flourished to welcome an averKnights have played an instrumental role in promoting and age of 90 young men each year.
Mary’s Seminary June 24.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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A Decade of Discernment

Seminarian Joshua Cavender was
among the group of 50 participants in the
first Quo Vadis Days a decade ago. Since
then, he has attended all but two of them.
As a young camper, he considered the
week to be his “spiritual anchor” for the
year.
“One of the most significant impacts
that Quo Vadis Days has had on me is the
introduction to a very deep prayer life,”
said Joshua, who will enter into Second
Theology at Mount St. Mary’s in the fall.
“Here, we have Liturgy of the Hours,
Mass, Holy Hours, Lectio Divina.
With all of these presented to

me as a young man at Quo Vadis, I felt
like I really learned how to pray the first
time. Prayer went from praying the Our
Father, the Hail Mary, the Rosary and the
Mass, to entering into prayer in a much
deeper level, talking with God personally.
I think that is one of the gems of this program.”
He says it has also assisted him in his
discernment of a religious vocation.
“It opened to me the possibility of discerning the priesthood. As I went through
Lancaster Catholic High School and Juniata College, I was thinking about what
I should do with my life at that point,
and suddenly the options I had been
contemplating didn’t seem to fit.
Then I thought back to Quo Vadis
Days and returned to the prayer that

I learned here. God spoke to me profoundly through that, and showed me the joy I
had been looking for,” Joshua said.
In ten years, the diocese has witnessed
the fruits of Quo Vadis Days, both in the
increase in the number of seminarians,
and in the formation of Catholic men.
“It’s not a gimmick just to recruit guys
for the priesthood,” Father LaVoie said.
“Our goal is for young men to grow closer
to Jesus Christ, hear from their priests
about why they love being priests, and offering them time for prayer, recreation and
fellowship.”
Of the diocese’s nearly 40 seminarians,
70 percent have attended Quo Vadis Days
on at least one occasion.
“For those men, this program has certainly been an instrument that Our Lord

has used to help them discern,” Father
LaVoie said. “We need more priests, and
this program helps us get them in a very
real way.
But the program has also had a great
impact on assisting all young men in discerning their vocation, he pointed out.
“It helps to form the young men of our
diocese to be faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ,” Father LaVoie said. “You can’t
ultimately know what your vocation is –
whether that’s marriage or the priesthood
– until you are first a faithful disciple
of Our Lord. Whether the men here are
called to be priests or not, our program is
successful if we reveal to them more powerfully the love that Jesus has for them,
and they make a response to that love in
their lives.”
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Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Director of Vocations, talks to campers about afternoon activities prior to lunch in the university gym. With him is Father Daniel
Richards of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg, who has participated in Quo Vadis Days for all ten of its years.

Francis Bludis, a member of Knights of Columbus Council 12788
from St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, dishes out pulled pork
for hungry campers.

Ken Sahd and his nephew
Kyle Sahd, who was ordained
a priest of the diocese on June
28 this year, connect during
lunch that the Knights served
for Quo Vadis Days. Both are
members of the Knights of
Columbus.

Celebrating the tenth anniversary of Quo Vadis Days and the
Knights of Columbus’ support of the program since its inception,
Mike Casey of Council 12788 of St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg cuts a celebratory cake during lunch served by the Knights.

The following
Knights organizations
in the Diocese of
Harrisburg helped to
make the 10th annual
Quo Vadis Day event
a success: Assembly
917, Councils 871,
2486, 3780, 4068,
6353, 8891, 10474,
10685, 10827, 11008,
11872, 12404, 12532,
12788, 12811, 14035,
14865, 15351, 15655
and Squire Circle
5645.
Left: Campers
traverse the field
between the seminary
and the Mount’s
Memorial Gym, where
members of the Knights
of Columbus serve a
hearty meal each year.
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Bishop Dedicates New Altar at St. Mary’s Parish in York
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Above: Father Jonathan Sawicki, current pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, led the parish in acquiring a new and larger marble altar in observation of the 130th anniversary of the
construction of the current church.
Right: Bishop Ronald W. Gainer celebrates Mass with the chalice of Msgr. George Breckel,
pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish from 1907-1953. Msgr. Breckel oversaw the exterior
and interior renovations of the church, including the installation of the current high altar and
side altars.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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Bishop Ronald W.
Gainer anoints the
new altar at
Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in York with
Sacred Chrism,
during the Mass for
the Dedication of
an Altar celebrated
June 28.

he current Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in York was built in 1884 to meet the needs of the
growing congregation overflowing the parish’s first church that had
been constructed just 30 years earlier.
In 1921, the Neo-Gothic church interior underwent complete renovations, including the installation of the marble altars, statues, Stations of the Cross and sanctuary furnishings. Its high altar and side
altars of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph were made of Italian marble.
Following the Second Vatican Council, the parish installed its current altar for the priest to face the people while celebrating Mass.
As the parish continued to grow and flourish over the past several decades, and blossomed with a sizable population of Spanishspeaking Catholics, the parish endeavored to replace its altar for
purposes both aesthetic and practical. The parish’s previous pastor,
Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., led efforts in the restoration of the
church during the parish’s 150th anniversary, which uncovered original paintings and included plans for an altar to match the church
interior. Additionally, at the size of five feet long and less than two
feet deep, a larger altar was needed for sufficient space for priests to
celebrate Mass, as additional chalices were required because of the
growing number of parishioners.
Under the leadership of current pastor, Father Jonathan Sawicki,
the parish acquired a new, larger altar, created from Italian marble to
complement the church interior.
On June 28, the eve of the Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul, Bishop
Ronald W. Gainer celebrated a bilingual Mass for the parishioners of
St. Mary’s, during which he dedicated the church’s new altar.
“This year marks the 130th anniversary of our current church, and
I wanted to celebrate it in a special way. The dedication of this new
altar helps us commemorate this significant anniversary,” Father Sawicki said.
The altar was purchased through donations from parishioners, and
Father Sawicki expressed his gratitude for their generosity in providing this gift for the parish, upon which Christ’s sacrifice will be
celebrated over and over again.
“I’ve found that people enjoy doing something special for a beautiful church,” he said.

Antonia Gonzalez
cleans the altar
after its dedication.
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Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference Encouraged by
Favorable U.S. Supreme Court
Religious Liberty Decision
At press time on Monday, June 30, the Supreme Court handed down its decision in
the Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood Products cases: “Closely held corporations
cannot be required to provide contraception coverage.”
The following statement regarding the Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood Products cases was released by the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference. Bishop Ronald W.
Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, is the President of the PCC, the public affairs agency
of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops, representing the ten Catholic dioceses in Pennsylvania. There are more than 3 million Catholics in Pennsylvania.
A recent letter on the Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood Products cases issued
by Bishop Gainer is available on the diocesan Web site at http://www.hbgdiocese.
org/2014/06/20/religious-liberty/
“[R]eason recognizes that religious freedom is a fundamental right of man, reflecting his highest dignity, that of seeking the truth and adhering to it, and recognizing
it as an indispensable condition for realizing all his potential. Religious freedom is
not simply freedom of thought or private worship. It is the freedom to live according to ethical principles, both privately and publicly, consequent to the truth one has
found.”(Pope Francis, June 20, 2014)
In this spirit, religious liberty scored a victory today in the U.S. Supreme Court.
In its decision in the Hobby Lobby and Conestoga Wood Products cases, the Court
properly concluded that religious conscience of closely held businesses is to be protected from government coercion. Further, the Court determined that the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services mandate is improper as it forces a closely
held company to pay for coverage of products and services that violate the owners’
firmly held religious beliefs. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), under authority provided in the Affordable Care Act, mandated coverage
of sterilization, contraception and abortion-causing drugs in most employer health
insurance plans.
Religious ministries of service – such as charities, schools, health care facilities
and institutions of higher education – are given, at best, second-class status under
the law in the form of a still-murky “accommodation.” Many religious entities, including Catholic dioceses, are challenging this mandate in federal courts across the
country.
The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania express the hope that, in light of this ruling,
the Obama Administration will do the right thing and withdraw the mandate as it has
been applied to religious ministries. That step will bring to an end litigation which
religious ministries were forced to undertake to protect their religious conscience
and to assure that statutory and constitutional protections would not be trampled.

Pope: Religious Liberty
Includes Being Able
to Live Faith’s Values
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Real religious liberty includes the freedom to live according to the values
taught by one’s faith, Pope Francis said.
“Religious freedom is not just a matter of thought or private devotion,” the
pope said June 20. “It is the freedom to live – both privately and publicly –
according to the ethical principles that are a consequence of the truth found.”
The pope addressed organizers, speakers and participants in a Rome conference, “International Religious Liberty and the Global Clash of Values.”
The conference was organized by the centers for Law and Religion and for
International and Comparative Law at St. John’s University in New York
and the Department of Law at Rome’s LUMSA University.
Pope Francis said ensuring people’s right to live their religious values is
increasingly difficult in the modern world “where weak thinking – this is a
sickness – lowers the level of ethics in general and, in the name of a false
understanding of tolerance, ends up persecuting those who defend the truth
about the human person and its ethical consequences.”
A natural part of being human, he said, is seeking the truth about the origin
and ultimate destiny of one’s life, one's connection to the cosmos and one’s
place in history.
“In the human mind and heart there arise questions and thoughts that cannot be repressed or suffocated” because they emerge naturally, he said.
Religious freedom is a “fundamental right of the human person” and a recognition of the dignity of the human capability “to seek the truth and adhere
to it,” the pope said.
National and international laws and organizations must “recognize, guarantee and protect religious liberty,” the pope said. Religious freedom is “an
indicator of a healthy democracy and one of the principal sources of a nation’s legitimacy.”
As he has said repeatedly, Pope Francis told the conference participants it
is “incomprehensible and worrying” that even as worldwide appeals to human rights grow, “discrimination and restriction of rights persist based only
on belonging to and publicly professing a certain faith.”
“It is unacceptable that real persecution – and even wars – continue based
on religious belonging,” he said.
Pope Francis said he is “greatly pained to note that Christians around the
world are suffering the greatest part of this discrimination. The persecution
of Christians today is even greater than in the first centuries of the Church,
and there are more Christian martyrs today than in that era.”

Supreme Court Strikes down ‘Buffer Zones’ at Abortion Clinics
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
In a June 26 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled that 35-foot buffer zones around abortion
clinics – meant to keep demonstrators away – violates
First Amendment rights.
The decision, a victory for pro-life groups, reversed an
appellate court decision upholding a 2007 Massachusetts
law that made it a crime for anyone other than clinic workers to stand within the yellow semicircular lines painted
35 feet from entrances of Planned Parenthood clinics in
Boston, Springfield and Worcester.
Eleanor McCullen, lead plaintiff in the case, McCullen v. Coakley, said she should be able to speak and offer advice to women going to these clinics. McCullen, a
77-year-old who attends Mass at St. Ignatius Church at
Boston College, said when the case was brought to the
Supreme Court that she had helped many women decide
against abortion.
The Supreme Court, in its opinion written by Chief
Justice John Roberts, said the state law blocked public
sidewalks that have been traditionally viewed as open for
free speech. It also said the government’s ability to limit
speech in those places is “very limited.”
The law in question was put in place in an attempt to
prevent violent demonstrations or protests outside clinic
entrances. It replaced a 2000 state law that kept protesters from approaching within 6 feet of a person who was
within 18 feet of an abortion clinic – similar to a 2000
law in Colorado that the Supreme Court upheld that year.
The Supreme Court's opinion distinguished protesters
from those who “seek not merely to express their opposition to abortion, but to engage in personal, caring, consensual conversations with women about various alternatives.”
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld freedom of speech for
pro-life Americans in a June 26 decision in the case of
McCullen v. Coakley. The Court unanimously declared
unconstitutional a Massachusetts law barring pro-life advocates from public sidewalks near abortion facilities.
The court’s decision “has affirmed the American tradition of basic constitutional rights for all,” said Boston
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, chairman of the U.S. bishops’

Committee on Pro-Life Activities.
He said in a June 26 statement that the now-overturned
legislation “reflects an ominous trend in our society” because it reveals how abortion supporters seek to deny
Americans who “seek to protect the unborn” their right to
freedom of speech and association as well as the “right to
participate in the public square and serve the vulnerable
in accord with our moral convictions.”
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops had joined
with other religious groups in filing an amicus, or friend
of the court, brief for this case.
Tom Brejcha, president of the Thomas More Society, a
Chicago-based law firm, used the words “fantastic, wonderful” and “great achievement” to describe the court’s
decision.
Brejcha is familiar with the notion of buffer zones because his firm has defended pro-life advocates accused
of violating Chicago’s “bubble-zone” law, which forbids
picketers, protesters or counselors within 50 feet of the
clinic entrance to approach clients within 8 feet to talk or
give literature.
He said some of the passages of the court’s decision
are “almost lyrical,” particularly when it describes how
the plaintiff was “trying to communicate a peaceful message.”
He said the court’s opinion that sidewalk counselors
are not necessarily protesters – but people who want to
engage in one-on-one conversations – confirms the work
they do which he described as “conversations at the edge
of an abyss.”
A group that was praying outside a Planned Parenthood
facility in Worcester, Massachusetts, on June 26, also was
pleased with the court's decision.
“I’m very excited,” said Nancy Clark of Worcester, one
of the plaintiffs in the case. “The Holy Spirit is slowly
guiding us in the right direction.”
Mark Bashour, another plaintiff, has been doing sidewalk counseling in Worcester for 30 years. “Obviously
I am very pleased,” he said. “Now we can get closer and
they can hear us much better.”
“It was a long, time-consuming three-year process taking the issue to the Supreme Court,” he said, “but by winning, now no other states will try to pass a law like this. It
is very important.”

In a concurrence with the main opinion, Justice Antonin Scalia discusses what he sees as the court’s “onward march of abortion-speech-only jurisprudence.” He
was joined by Justices Anthony Kennedy and Clarence
Thomas.
Scalia observed that the court’s majority opinion “carries forward this court’s practice of giving abortion-rights
advocates a pass when it comes to suppressing the freespeech rights of their opponents.”
He said that the opinion “has something for everyone,”
and invalidating the law in question because it is inadequately tailored to circumstances is “certainly attractive
to those of us who oppose an abortion-speech edition of
the First Amendment.”
But the main part of the opinion moves toward creating a version of the First Amendment that applies only
to speech about abortion, he said. By concluding that a
statute like the one overturned is not content-based and
therefore not subject to strict scrutiny under the law, “the
court reaches out to decide that question unnecessarily,”
Scalia wrote.
Scalia cited ways in which he says the main opinion
singled out abortion-only speech in reaching its conclusion that the law was unconstitutional. And he concluded
that although he agrees with what the court decided, he
thinks it unnecessarily addressed the issue of whether the
law was sufficiently narrowly tailored.
“The obvious purpose of the challenged portion of the
Massachusetts Reproductive Health Care Facilities Act is
to ‘protect’ prospective clients of abortion clinics from
having to hear abortion-opposing speech on public streets
and sidewalks,” he said.
“The provision is thus unconstitutional root and branch
and cannot be saved, as the majority suggests, by limiting
its application to the single facility that has experienced
the safety and access problems to which it is quite obviously not addressed,” he concluded.
Justice Samuel Alito also had a separate concurrence.
In it he faulted the majority for concluding that the Massachusetts law is viewpoint neutral, but he nevertheless
agreed that it is unconstitutional because it burdens free
speech more than necessary to accommodate state interests.
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San Marziale Procession
to Be Held in Kulpmont

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes:
BERWICK – St. Joseph: Connie Dandini, Michael Angelo Ferro, Margaret “Peg”
Labus, Bob May.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Joanna
Y. Cheon, Christine F. Jimison.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Winifred
Caulfield, Barbara Rosenberry, John Senise,
John Timothy.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of Hope:
Alverta Dapra, Charles Korzenaski.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Joseph J.
Lutz; St. Peter: Betty J. Haldeman.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Isaiah R. Noel, Patrick Serafino, Judy Walter.
DUNCANNON – St. Bernadette: Theresa
Marie Sherger.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
George M. Groft, Sr.
HARRISBURG – Holy Name of Jesus:
Mary E. Thomas Croyle; St. Margaret Mary:
Deb Forsyth.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Louise
Feldser.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Helen M.
Snyder.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Thomas Harting, Anita Kirkpatrick, Jessie
Rathkey.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Madeline Allen, Robert Allwein, George
Levengood, Maria Martinez, Margaret
Jacqueline Whitman.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Annabelle Groft, Shirley Kozak, Betty
Smith.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Thomas McFadden.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Agnes R. Crone, Dolores Dalto, Theresa
Padamonsky.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist:
Dennis L. Shoemaker.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Robert Benjamin, Marlyn Trimmer.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Christine
Gardiner, Joan Lippi, Michael Rocque.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Daniel Dombrowski.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: Richard
Balchunas, Alvera Peronace, Joseph
Yermalovich.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Genevieve
Toth.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Anne
Moore.

Sister Dorothy Epple
Sister Dorothy Epple, 86, formerly Sister
Anne Jerome, died in Assisi House in Aston,
Pa., on June 24. She had been a professed
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia for 66 years.
Born in Baltimore, Md., she entered the
congregation in 1945 and professed her first
vows in 1948. Sister Dorothy earned a B.S. in
Secondary Education and an M.S. in Biology,
both from Villanova University. She ministered primarily in education on both elementary and secondary levels, in congregational
ministry, and in parish ministry.
Sister Dorothy ministered in the archdioceses of Philadelphia and Baltimore, and in the
dioceses of Harrisburg, Trenton and Wilmington. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, she served
for 30 years in York. She taught at St. Mary’s
School from 1947-1949, and at York Catholic
High School from 1956-1970, and 1985-1987.
She returned to the high school in 1992, where
she worked in the office until 2000. From
2000-2005, she was a receptionist at St. Joseph Parish in York.
From 2005-2010, Sister Dorothy lived in
Queen of Peace Convent, the congregation’s
independent living residence, and volunteered
in the congregational offices. In 2010 she
moved to Assisi House in Aston where she
served in prayer ministry until her death.
The funeral Mass was celebrated June 30 at
Assisi House. Burial was in Our Lady of Angels Cemetery in Aston.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in July during the past 25 years:
Deacon Harold Alden, 1991
Deacon Joseph Broussard, 1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998.
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007.

The 2014 San Marziale Procession featuring Kulpmont’s “Our Boys Band,”
will be held on July 13. The procession will again showcase the legendary
“Our Boys Band,” who put on a truly wonderful, historic and moving performance last year. The procession will take place at 1 p.m., and will begin at
Holy Angels Church.
St. Marziale is the patron saint of Isca sullo Ionio, a small town in southern Italy, which was the birthplace of many Italian immigrants who came to
America, eventually settling in the coal region, for a better life. According to
legend, St. Marziale was the youngest of seven sons – known as the seven
martyrs – of St. Felicitas, and is venerated as the patron saint of Isca sullo
Ionio in Calabria, Italy, and Torricella Peligna in the Abruzzo region of Italy.
His feast day is July 10.
During the procession, onlookers can pin money to the statue; the money
will then be donated to Holy Angels Church and/or needy members of the
community. For those who participate and march in the procession, there will
be food and refreshments available at the Holy Angels picnic grounds. Those
who wish to walk in the procession are asked to meet at 12:30 p.m. at the
church.
The event is organized by Landscape Services, Bressi Family Foods, the
Holy Name Society of Holy Angels Church, Holy Angels Church, the Kulpmont order of the Knights of Columbus and various dedicated individuals and
local businesses.
Chris Bressi, Local businesses or individuals who want to be a named or
anonymous sponsor can call Chris Bressi at 570-373-9433 or Tom Letcavage
of Landscape Services at 570-274-1508.

Father John Peck, Former Pastor in
Annville, Celebrates 25th Anniversary

Father John Peck, O.S.B., a monk and priest of Saint Vincent Archabbey
in Latrobe, Pa., is among 13 Benedictines celebrating anniversaries this year.
Currently serving in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, he is marking 25
years of his ordination to the priesthood.
Father Peck, of Deer Lodge, Mont., is the son of the late George and Reginia J. Peck and step-son of Elva Layton Peck. He attended graduated from University High School in Spokane in 1970 and received a bachelor of arts degree in sociology in 1979 from Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio.
He did graduate work in religious education at Fordham University in New
York City, N.Y., and received a master of divinity degree from St. Vincent
Seminary in 1987.
He made his simple profession of vows July 10, 1983, and his solemn profession of vows July 11, 1987, at St. Vincent Archabbey. He was ordained a
priest on May 27, 1987 at St. Vincent by Bishop Anthony G. Bosco, Bishop
of Greensburg.
From 1986-1988, Father Peck served as an admissions counselor at St.
Vincent College. He was assigned as parochial vicar at Sacred Heart Parish,
Jeannette, Pa., (1989-1991), and was parochial vicar at Saint Gregory the
Great Parish, Virginia Beach (1991-1999). He also served as campus minister
at Old Dominion University, in Norfolk, and Regent University, in Virginia
Beach, from 1995-1999. He was pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Parish, in Annville (1999-2012), when he was assigned as associate chaplain of West Virginia University in 2012. He is now the pastor of St. John University Parish
in Morgantown, W.Va.

Father Laicha Celebrates
25th Anniversary of Ordination

Father Michael Laicha recently
celebrated his 25th anniversary of
Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood during a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Joseph Church in
Danville. The Mass was elebrated with fellow priests, religious,
family and friends from throughout the diocese. Msgr. Victor Finelli, JCL, a friend and classmate,
offered a homily on the sanctity
of the priesthood, and thanked
Mary and Michael Laicha for giving their son to the priesthood.
The celebration continued at the
Pine Barn Inn in Danville, where
Sister Monica Imgrund, RSM,
shared stories of Father Laicha’s
early years as a priest.
Father Laicha currently is parochial vicar at St. Joseph Parish
in Berwick, part-time Chaplain
at Geisinger Medical Center, and
Chaplain of Danville State Hospital. While Chaplain at Holy Family Convent
in Danville for 9 years, Father Laicha assisted his brother priests in the following areas of the diocese: The Sisters of St. Cyril and Methodius, Danville,
Milton, Bloomsburg, Kulpmont, Mount Carmel, Selinsgrove, Lewisburg,
Mifflinburg, Duncannon and Marysville. Father Laicha is a native of the former Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish, which merged to become St. Benedict
the Abbot Parish.
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Spiritual Offerings

A public rosary rally takes place on the square in New
Oxford every second Saturday of the month at noon. The rosary
is prayed for America and the world. The next date is July 12.
A Novena to St. Anne, the mother of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, will take place at Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton
beginning July 18 at 7 p.m. with a hymn, prayers and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and concluding after the 5 p.m.
Mass on July 26, the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne. Novena
prayers will be prayed after the 5 p.m. Mass on July 19, and
takes place at 7 p.m. all other evenings except for July 26, following the 5 p.m. Mass.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated
July 20 at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace--Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Steelton. The Mass will be a
memorial Mass for Croatian Franciscan Friar, Father Jozo Cuic,
former pastor of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church, who died on June 17 in London, Ontario, Canada.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated July
20 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in Harrisburg.
Confessions will be heard in English and Polish after Mass.
The annual Novena in honor of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred
Heart Church in Lancaster from Aug. 6-14. The Novena consists
of the recitation of the rosary and special novena prayers. It
takes about 30 minutes. It will be held each evening at 7 p.m.,
except on Saturday, when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass. The
Novena this year will include your special intentions and for
world peace.

Education, Enrichment
& Support

Adults interested in programs for Catholic
youth within Girl Scouts, Camp Fire, or American Heritage
Girls are invited to attend the meeting of the Diocesan Catholic
Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire from 10 a.m.-noon on
July 19 at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. For information,
call the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-6574804.
Theology on Tap in Harrisburg hits the roof this
summer. Adults ages 21-39 – single, married, practicing Catholics and those still searching – are invited to “Summer Socials”
up on the roof of Ceolta’s on 2nd Street in Harrisburg. “The
Thatch,” as this open-air rooftop bar is called, is the perfect
location to kick back and socialize with other young adults from
the Harrisburg area. Theology on Tap sessions will be held
there at 6:30 p.m. on July 24 and Aug. 21. For more information, and to RSVP, go to the Theology on Tap - Harrisburg group
on Facebook or http://www.stjosephmech.org/adult-education/
theology-on-tap/.
St. Pius X Parish in Selinsgrove is beginning a
social ministry entitled “WinDowS” for people of all ages and
faiths who are widowed, divorced, or single. The gatherings will
be held the first Monday of every month for an evening meal at
various restaurants and/or church halls. The first meeting will
be Aug. 4 at 6 p.m. at Hoss’s Restaurant located on Route11/15
in Shamokin Dam. Other events will be planned at the group’s
discretion. If interested in attending the first gathering, contact
Nadine Lawton at 570-473-3527 or 570-809-0245.
Dr. Scott Hahn, Professor of Theology and Scripture
at Franciscan University of Steubenville, will host a conference
at New Oxford High School in the auditorium Aug. 30 from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. The event is sponsored by Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in New Oxford. Cost of the
conference is $15 per person, and includes lunch. Register in
advance by contacting Pete Socks at pete.socks@gmail.com or
717-634-4961 and leave a message.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Berwick will sponsor Vacation Bible
School for children ages 5-12 from July 21-25 from 6-7:30 p.m.
The focus is “Weird Animals, Where Jesus’ Love is One-of-aKind” and the theme is “Healing, Understanding and Unconditional Love.” Children will participate in crafts along with games,
videos and Bible reading. Registration information is available at
http://www.stmarysberwick.com.
The Cursillo de Cursillos will take place Aug. 21-24 at
St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson, Pa. All of those who
have made a Cursillo weekend in the past are encouraged to
attend. The Cursillo de Cursillos will enable you to delve deeper
into the spiritual and technical aspects of the Cursillo movement. It is the first time the event has been held in the history of
the Diocese of Harrisburg. To register online, visit http://www.
schoolofleadersharrisburg.org/cdc-event.php.
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land from Nov. 2-12, 2014. The scriptures
will come alive on this journey to the roots of our faith. Tour
includes: daily Mass at holy sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in first class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three
nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee), breakfast
and dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach,
roundtrip motorcoach transportation from Abbottstown and Mechanicsburg to New York JFK Airport, roundtrip airfare from New

York JFK to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with Delta Airlines, and
more, for $3,459 per person/double occupancy. A reservation
deposit of $300 is due by July 28. For complete details, contact
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com.
The 36th annual Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat will be held Aug. 1-3 at Mount St. Mary’s University in
Emmitsburg, Md. The theme is “Pope Francis and the New
Evangelization.” The retreat, sponsored by Corpus Christi
Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by Msgr. Stuart Swetland,
Vice President for Catholic Identity and Mission at Mount St.
Mary’s. The retreat is open to men ages 14 and older. Men are
encouraged to bring their sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit
is required toward the total cost of $150. Reservations can be
made through local parish coordinators, or by calling Paul Little
at 717-264-2577.
Travel with Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, on a pilgrimage
to Fatima and Lourdes with Proximo Travel from May 21-June
2, 2015. Visit Paris, Lourdes, Lisieux, Fatima, the Shrine of
Montserrat and Barcelona. Cost is $4,499, airfare and allincluded. Find more information at www.proximotravel.com or
contact Father Marcoe for details at 717-259-0611.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages
35-65) will meet over the summer for various outings to include
mini golf and plays. For information, contact Dan Matarrese at
DGMatarrese@yahoo.com or 717-236-8149.
Trinity High School’s lacrosse team will host a
boys’ and girls’ youth lacrosse camp July 14-17 from 6:30-8:30
p.m. at the high school. Youth in grades 2-9 are invited to attend. Camp will be led by Trinity’s lacrosse coaching staff, and
current and former players. Cost is $75. Registration information is available by contacting roxlaxmom@gmail.com.
St. Richard Parish in Manheim will hold a yard
sale July 18 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-8 p.m., and July 19
from 7 a.m.-1 p.m. The yard sale will feature household items,
toys, books, small furniture, Christmas and baby items, baked
goods, hot dogs and beef BBQ.
The Catholic Harvest Food Pantry in York
presents its 2nd Annual Golf Tournament on July 18 at Honey
Run Golf Course. Shotgun start begins at noon with scramble
format. Cost of $75 per person includes 18 holes, cart, lunch,
dinner and prizes. The pantry is an outreach ministry Immaculate Conception, St. Rose of Lima, St. Patrick and St. Joseph
parishes, as well as local businesses, service organizations,
and individuals in York County. For more information, and to
resister, visit http://www.catholicharvest.org/ or call 846-8571.
A pancake breakfast will take place July 20 from 8
a.m.-noon at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield.
Tickets will be sold at the door. Breakfast costs $6 for adults,
$3 for children 6-12. For information, call 717-642-8815.
St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in
Hershey will hold a rummage sale and flea market Aug. 1
from 8 a.m.- 3 p.m. and Aug. 2 from 8-11 a.m. in the school
cafeteria. There will be bargains galore, clothing, household
items, jewelry, books, games, puzzles, toys, knick-knacks and
more. All proceeds go to charity.
The Lebanon Catholic Athletic Association
Golf Classic will be held at Royal Oaks Golf Club Aug. 17.
Shotgun start at 1 p.m. Tournament benefits athletic programs
at Lebanon Catholic School. Cost is $80 per player, and
includes golf, cart, lunch voucher and dinner. Contact Royal
Oaks Golf Club at 717-274-2212 or Jason Eisenhauer at 717838-8050 or Jason@londonderrylimo.com. For a printable registration form, visit www.lebanoncatholicschool.org. Chances
are also being sold for $5 for the annual Golf Ball Drop to win
up to $2,500.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will host a Lobster Fest Aug. 23. Lobster orders are
being taken now, for live lobsters at a cost of $13, and steam
lobsters for $15 (must be picked up between 2-4 p.m. Aug. 23).
Dinners cost $25 and include whole Maine Lobster, potatoes,
corn on the cob, and two beverage tickets. Served 6-8 p.m., no
take-outs. Additional lobster may be added for $13. All lobsters
must be pre-ordered. Other food will be available at the event.
Basket raffle, raffles, children’s activities, entertainment by the
Blind Chitlin Kahunas from 7-10 p.m. For more information,
or to place an orde, call 570-672-2302 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday-Friday, or e-mail sheila@qmhr.net.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville
will hold its annual Coach and Cash Bingo, featuring 100%
authentic Coach bags and cash, Aug. 24 at St. Vincent DePaul
Parish in Hanover. Doors open at 12:45 p.m. and bingo starts
at 2 p.m. Donation is $20 for 21 games. Door prizes and
raffles, food is available. Call Sandy Keller at 717-334-3512 or
the parish office at 717-334-2510 for tickets.
St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle will host a
benefit concert for the Missionaries of the Poor,
presenting for the first time in central Pennsylvania, Father
Ho Lung, MOP, and Friends in the concert Praise Him! It will
be held Sept. 6 at 7 p.m., and Sept. 7 at 1 p.m. at St. Patrick
Activity Center, 87 Marsh Drive in Carlisle. Pre-paid reservations: confirmed at the door (date of the concert). Family: $50,

adult $25 and children $15. Mail number of prepaid reservations and check made out to: Saint Patrick Church, and write
in memo line “Concert,” and mail to: Saint Patrick Church, 152
East Pomfret Street, Carlisle, PA 17013. The Missionaries of
the Poor, Founding Father, Father Richard Ho Lung, MOP and
band of singers Friends, offer their talents in giving to the poor
through their music of praise. The Missionaries of the Poor
care for more than 3,000 residents, the most destitute in the
world, in Haiti, Jamaica, Philippines, Africa, India and outreach
centers in North Carolina. All proceeds will aid their works
and the ministries of the Missionaries’ of the Poor. For more
information, contact Lynn Ditlow at 717-243-4599 orLcoachdit@comcast.net, or Jeanne Pearson at 717-249-9024 or
pearson61@embarqmail.com.

Parish & Organization News

Wanted: Part-time Secretary/Bookkeeper for
Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Millersburg. Duties would include general clerical skills and minor
bookkeeping tasks with regard to bank deposits and accounts
payable. Need to know Microsoft Office. 10-12 hours per
week. Contact Father Darius Moss in the parish office at 717692-3504.
Lebanon Catholic School is seeking an Accounting Manager to process purchase orders, invoices,
payroll and other accounting-related tasks in a timely manner
following diocesan and school policies and procedures.
Responsible for reconciling accounts with internal employee
and administrative records, and external vendors; verifying
accuracy of all invoices and other accounting documents; and
preparing accurate and timely reports. Associates degree in
accounting and two years of full-time accounting experience
required; bachelor’s degree preferred. Candidate must be
comfortable taking initiative, maintain high level of accuracy,
give attention to detail, and handle multiple time-sensitive,
confidential projects. Good verbal and written communication
skills, experience with PC-based accounting software and Microsoft Office tools. Submit a cover letter and résumé, including three references with contact information, to rosekury@
lebanoncatholicschool.org.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Music Ministry in Lewistown is looking for a choir director for the adult choir. The
choir consists of an average of 20 members from high school
age and up. Responsibilities include leading three or four
rehearsals a month, directing at Masses and special services
at which the choir sings, and working with the parish music
director in planning events and selecting music. The choir’s
season runs from mid-September through early May. Qualifications include the ability to instruct and direct choral music
(part singing) and leadership skills. Education in a music field
strongly recommended. Ability to provide accompaniment
(piano and/or organ) is desired, but not required. Salary commensurate with experience and abilities. Send letter of interest
and résumé to Rev. William Weary, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish, 9 N. Brown St., Lewistown, Pa., 17044 or frweary@
sacredheartlewistown.com. For questions related to the position, contact Tony Hallinan, Music Director, at 717-248-9437 or
aghdmh@verizon.net.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish and School in
Lewistown are seeking a part-time Director of Development to lead the future growth of the parish and school
through marketing, communication, fund raising activities, and
alumni and business relationships. The Director of Development should be able to communicate the value of, and the
need for, financial commitments to our Catholic school and
parish; write and edit newsletters, promotional materials
and grants; recruit and organize volunteers; electronically
record and report on Development activities. Bachelor’s
Degree in Marketing, Communications, Education or related
field preferred, or a combination of experience and education in a comparable field. Practicing Catholic preferred, or
a background in working with non-profits desirable. Salary
commensurate with level of education and experience. Send
résumé and cover letter to Rev. William Weary at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish Office, 9 N. Brown St., Lewistown, Pa.,
17044, or frweary@sacredheartlewistown.com, or contact Sue
Parzanese at 717-447-2002.
Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Md., is seeking a part-time Director of Music Ministry Director of Music Ministry. Candidates must be practicing Roman
Catholics in good standing. Minimum qualifications include
a bachelor’s degree in music, religious studies, or other
related field (Master’s Degree preferred), keyboard skills (with
strong improvisational skills) and vocal ensemble leadership.
Useful previous experience: parish Music Ministry leadership
(especially contemporary music ensemble), Campus Ministry,
working with college age students. Position will not begin until
Aug. 1. Applicant should include a description of your philosophy and approach to liturgical music, especially as it relates
to your vision of applying it to Mount St. Mary’s University and
college students. Submit a résumé, three letters of recommendation, and a cover letter to: Barbara R. Miller, PHR,
MBA, Department of Human Resources, Director of Music
Ministry-PT Search, Mount St. Mary's University, 16300 Old
Emmitsburg Road, Emmitsburg, Md., 21727, or via e-mail to
resume@msmary.edu.
The former Saint Mary’s Seminary in North
East, Pa., is hosting a three-day reunion at the former
Redemptorist Fathers’ preparatory college and high school
July 25-27. Also known as St. Mary’s College, the order’s
minor seminary was home for 106 years to young men from
parishes in the Redemptorist’s Baltimore Province and its vice
provinces. For information, visit www.smsreunion2014.com or
contact Jack Breslin at jbreslin@iona.edu or 914-632-9805.

14 - The Catholic Witness • July 4, 2014

Festivals & Picnics in the Diocese
A listing of festivals and picnics can also be found on the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will
hold its annual festival July 10-12. The fun begins
Thursday, 5-11 p.m., and continues on Friday and
Saturday, 4-11 p.m. Thursday will offer a spaghetti
dinner from 4-7 p.m. and entertainment by the “Luv
Gods.” Friday features a fish fry dinner from 4-7
p.m., and Saturday features a chicken pot pie dinner from 4-7 p.m. Entertainment on Friday by “Hit
List,” and on Saturday by “Not Quite Einstein.” Enjoy bingo, a special children’s area, pony rides and
much more.
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown will hold its 12th Annual Community Festival on the parish grounds July 10-12
from 6-10 p.m. Musical entertainment features DJ
Dan Steele on Thursday night, “The Polka Quads”
on Friday and “Fresh Ayre” on Saturday. The car
show will be held on Water Street July 10 from 5-8
p.m. The festival features carnival rides, games for
adults and kids, bingo, a flea market, handmade arts
and crafts, a cash raffle, and theme basket raffles.
Food includes pierogies, haluski, halupki, plack,
bigos, baked ziti, spaghetti and meatballs, chicken
parmesan, and steak, fish and pulled pork sandwiches, along with festival food and a variety of baked
goods. Ride-all-night wristbands will be available
on Thursday for $15.
The 41st annual Summer Festival sponsored
by the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in
Danville will be held July 12. Activities will begin
at 10:30 a.m. The festival will feature a large flea
market, a silent auction, home-made baked goods,
handcrafted items, a book store, and religious and
Slovak articles. There will be a variety of ethnic
foods such as holubky and halusky, as well as hot
dogs, hamburgers, sausage, ice cream and much
more. There will be a variety of games for children
and adults plus special attractions like raffles, bingo
and a cake-walk. Bus parking is available. The festival will take place rain or shine, and will close with
a Mass at 5 p.m. For more information, call Sister
Barbara Sable at 570-275-3581, ext. 302.
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton will host its
annual picnic July 13 from noon-8 p.m. at Cibort
Park in Bressler (please note correct date from previous announcement). The picnic will feature a full

menu of picnic fare including lamb, pork, sarma,
sausage, potato salad, baked beans, cabbage and
noodles, desserts and more, a bar, games, raffles,
50/50 and kids’ games. Entertainment by DJ Bruce
Man and The Polka Quads. There is no admission
fee to the picnic. For information, contact the parish
office at 717-985-1330.
Immaculate Conception BVM Church in Berwick will hold its parish picnic at the picnic grove
at 1730 Fowler Avenue July 13 from 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
The parish will sponsor a Cruise-In featuring antique
hot-rod and custom cars, Music by the “Shoreliners,” games of chance, and all kinds of ethnic food.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago
will hold its old-fashioned picnic in the Basilica’s
Picnic Woods July 19 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Homemade chicken corn soup made outside in kettles
over a fire, live entertainment from “River’s Bend
Band,” family-style fried chicken dinner begins at 3
p.m. Kids’ games, raffles, bingo, 13-jars, hot dogs,
hamburgers, french fries, homemade baked goods
table, and more. Bring your lawn chair for a day of
good food, good, entertainment and good people!
For more information, call the parish office at 717637-2721.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish in Harrisburg will hold its annual Slavic Fest July 20 from
noon-9 p.m. Homemade Eastern European foods,
eat in or take out. Polka bands, church tours, world
class iconography, chanting & singing demonstrations, an Eastern European market, games, bingo,
50 theme baskets and cash raffles. Free admission
and parking. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.org.  
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its
Parish Picnic on Aug. 1 from 5 p.m.-midnight, and
Aug. 2 from 4 p.m.-midnight. Homemade food,
bake sale, yard sale, auction baskets, children’s
games. Friday’s entertainment by “Joe Stanky and
his Cadets” from 7-11 p.m. Saturday’s entertainment by “The Shoreliners” from 7-11 p.m. Fireworks display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash
prizes.

Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Roaring Creek
will hold its annual picnic on the church grounds
Aug. 1 and 2 from 6-11 p.m. Friday features music
by “Parrotbeach,” and Saturday features music by
“The 60s Boys.” Great food and dancing nightly. No
coolers allowed on property.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold its summer festival Aug. 1 and 2 from 6-11 p.m., featuring
bingo, theme gift baskets, homemade food, a bake
sale and games of skill or chance. Visit the flea market with thousands of household items, and bring
your lawn chairs to enjoy live entertainment both
nights.
St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will hold its Italian
festival Aug. 1-3 on the church grounds. Hours are
4-9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. Music by “The Shoreliners” on Friday, “Polka
Punch” on Saturday, and “Live Entertainment” on
Sunday. The festival features basket and cash raffles, a craft stand, kids’ games, games of change,
and an adult beverage pavilion. A pasta dinner will
be served Sunday. Food includes halushki, porkette,
fireballs, deep fried ravioli and pierogi, potato pancakes, wedding soup, baked goods, ice cream and
other festival foods.
St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its
17th annual Parish Festival on Aug. 8 and 9 on the
grounds located in the rear of the church. Free entertainment nightly, delicious ethnic foods, games,
prizes, raffles and basket booth.
Christ the King Church in Benton will have a
stand at the Bloomsburg Fair Sept. 20-28. Christ the
King is a Mission Church of St. Columba Parish
in Bloomsburg. Look for our stand, across the corner from the education building in the fairway. Our
menu features the best homemade pierogies, haluski
and bean soup.
Christ the King Church in Benton will hold its
annual picnic at Knoebels Amusement Resort on
Aug. 17. Meet at Pavilion P-5 beginning at noon.
Christ the King will supply the hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks. Attendees are asked to bring salads
and desserts. For information, call Christ the King
Mission at 570-925-6969.

St. Catherine’s Intermediate
Basketball Team Calls
Audible for Lourdeshouse
In basketball, on-court communication is a very important part of
teamwork. Whether you’re letting a
teammate know where you are on the
basketball court, where the ball is, or
where the defender is, good communication is a necessary component of any
successful team.
During the 2013-14 basketball season, the St. Catherine Labouré Intermediate 2 team in Harrisburg participated
in “Communicating for a Cause,” an
initiative designed to enhance their oncourt communication, while supporting
a very important cause: the Lourdeshouse Maternity Home in Harrisburg,
a program of Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Harrisburg, Catholic Charities.
“Communicating for a Cause” was
put into action during practices that
began in mid-November. The Intermediate 2 coaches kept track of each
“audible” on-court communication that

team members made. On-court communications were tracked through each
practice and game. At the end of the
year, the total number of on-court communications were tallied and matched
by one dollar by their coach to go toward purchasing items on the Lourdeshouse’s wish list.
At the end of the season, the Intermediate 2 team had amassed 485 oncourt communications and were able to
donate nearly $500 worth of supplies
for the mothers and babies at Lourdeshouse. This was truly a win/win/win
proposition. As individual players,
each young lady benefited by improving her basketball skills and overall
court acumen, the team benefited by
enhancing the concept of working toward a unified goal through teamwork,
and the Lourdeshouse Maternity Home
received some much needed supplies.
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Representatives of the St. Catherine Labouré Intermediate 2 basketball team met
with Renee Ramp, caseworker at Lourdeshouse Maternity Home in Harrisburg,
to deliver items purchased with funds raised from the team’s “Communicating for
a Cause” initiative. Representing the team are, from left, Miranda Keller, Erica
Garcia, Brigid Fuller and June LaRegina.
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Pope on Corpus Christi:
Jesus in the Eucharist Gives Life, Love

Pope Francis leads Benediction outside the Basilica of St. Mary Major.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

J

esus is the living bread that can
satisfy a person’s deepest yearnings, Pope Francis said on the feast
of the Body and Blood of Christ.
“Besides physical hunger, people
have another hunger, one that cannot
be satisfied with ordinary food,” the
pope said June 19. “It is the hunger
for life, hunger for love [and] hunger
for eternity.”
Although he celebrated the evening
Mass outside of Rome’s Basilica of
St. John Lateran, as his predecessors
did, the Vatican announced earlier in
the day that Pope Francis would not
walk in the one-mile Corpus Christi
procession after the Mass. Instead, he
was driven to the procession’s endpoint, the Basilica of St. Mary Major,
where he officiated at the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
With thousands of people gathered
on the lawn in front of St. John Lateran, Pope Francis celebrated the Mass
without apparent difficulty walking, sitting or moving. He appeared
to move easily at St. Mary Major as
well.
In his homily, Pope Francis said
Jesus provides the food people need,
or “rather, he is the living bread that
gives life to the world. His body is
real food under the species of bread;
his blood is real drink under the species of wine.”
The Body and Blood of Christ, he
said, can give people eternal life because “the substance of this bread is
love.”
Living the Catholic faith, the pope
said, means “allowing yourself to be
nourished by the Lord and building
your life not on material goods, but
on the reality that does not perish: the
gifts of God, his Word and his Body.”
The first reading at the Mass, from
the eighth chapter Deuteronomy, re-

counted how God fed the Israelites
with manna in the desert after freeing them from slavery in Egypt.
Pope Francis said that as they journeyed in the desert, the Israelites
“ran the risk of forgetting the sad
events of the past, which were overcome thanks to God’s intervention
and his infinite goodness.”
Some of the people, the pope said,
were whining about missing “the
meat and onions they ate in Egypt,
but forgetting that they ate those
meals at the slaves’ table.”
Moses urged the people to remember what God had done for them and
recognize again “the experience of
total dependence on God,” the pope
said.
Catholics today also need to recognize that “some people nourish
themselves with money, others with
success and vanity, others with power and pride,” the pope said. While
such things may appear “more satisfying," the people tempted by them
forget “those are meals eaten at the
slaves’ table.”
“Each one of us can ask ourselves:
Where do I want to eat? Where do
I want nourishment? At the Lord’s
table? Or do I dream of eating tasty
food in slavery?” the pope asked.
Catholics need to be attentive, remember all God has done for them
– “this is our task,” he said, and “recognize the false bread that deceives
and corrupts because it is the fruit
of selfishness, self-sufficiency and
sin.”
Pope Francis asked those participating in the Corpus Christi procession to pray to Jesus present in the
Eucharist: “Jesus, defend us from
the temptation of worldly food that
makes us slaves – it is poison – purify our memory,” and help each
CNS/PAUL HARING person to recognize the bread of life
Pope Francis leads Benediction outside the Basilica of St. Mary Major as he celebrates in the “memorial of your gesture of
redeeming love.”
the feast of Corpus Christi in Rome June 19.
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Scout’s Prayer Path Project Shines as
Beacon of Faith at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Nestled along the tree line edging
the property at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg is a
path where people can come to reflect and pray in the presence of the
Lord.
The prayer path is an Eagle Scout
project of parishioner Jacob Saar,
a 15-year-old student at Red Land
High School who envisioned an
outdoor place of prayer and reflection for his parish.
A path of paved stones – many
of which were memorialized by
parishioners to help fund the project – leads walkers along a 62-foot
pathway flanked by the Stations of
the Cross. Also memorialized by
parishioners, the Stations sit in pairs
on slate tablets atop seven stone pillars.
Flanking the ends of the path are
two circular areas enclosed with
low stone walls. One, 30 feet in
circumference, is highlighted by a
life-size bronze statue of Jesus with
outstretched arms. A smaller, empty
circle will serve as a location for the
Easter fire at the Easter Vigil Mass,
and as a place for the blessing of
palms or the start of Eucharistic
processions.
The 120-foot long prayer path “is
a constant reminder of the presence
of Jesus and the grace of the Lord in
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Msgr. William King, pastor, blesses the Stations of the Cross that line the 120-foot prayer path during a ceremony June 29
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg.

this neighborhood,” Msgr. William
King, pastor, said of the outdoor addition as he blessed it June 29. “It
is a beacon that draws others and
reminds them of the grace of our
Lord.”

Jacob’s work toward this Eagle
Scout project began two years ago.
“I knew right away that I wanted to
do a project for the parish,” he told
The Catholic Witness. After deciding upon a prayer path, he created

Jacob Saar, 15, a member of Boy Scout Troop 284,
conceptualized and constructed the prayer path at his
parish for his Eagle Scout project.

A life-size bronze statue of Jesus welcomes visitors to the prayer path on the
grounds of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg.

a concept drawing with a computer
program. Progress toward earning
the rank of Eagle Scout with the
project required him to fill out a
workbook for his plans, receive approval from Msgr. King, his Scoutmaster and Scout committee members, then create a final and detailed
plan for another round of approvals.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
contributed the funds for the statue
of Jesus and the pillars for the Stations. To raise funds for the project,
parishioners memorialized the Stations and memorial stones on the
path.
For the construction, Jacob rallied the assistance of his fellow
Scouts and parishioners to prepare
the ground, install the stones and assist with landscaping. Jacob and his
family dedicated their Sundays after
Mass to working on the prayer path.
“If it wasn’t for my involvement
in Scouting, I don’t think I would
have ever taken on a project like
this,” Jacob said. “It turned out to
be what I initially imagined, only
much larger.”
“Ultimately, I hope it helps people to pray more, and that it reminds
them of Jesus’ presence,” he said.
“The plan from the start was to do
a project to promote physical and
spiritual activity. People can walk
along the path and pray and reflect
as they go.”

Memorialized stones line the 120-foot path, some in memory of deceased loved
ones and former pastors. The memorialized stones and Stations of the Cross
funded the cost for the project, while the parish purchased the statue of Jesus.

