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Seminarian Service in the Summer

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Seminarian Bennett Smith takes time during his door-to-door census check to speak with Divine Redeemer, Mount Carmel, parishioner Sarah Mirarchi. “One thing that
was a surprise, I saw a lot more of what a priest is for the people as a shepherd and less as an administrate role,” he said of his summer assignment. “You can see
that the people long for a caring priest, and pastor Father Moran shows that.” See pages 8 and 9 for a photo essay on the summer assignments of two seminarians.

Minors at Border Should
be Thought of as
Refugees, Speakers Say
By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service
From the head of the U.S. agency
in charge of the welfare of more than
50,000 Central American children who
have been apprehended at the Mexican
border, to the Honduran cardinal who
heads the international Catholic relief
agency, Caritas, the message was clear,
those minors are as much refugees as
the people fleeing upheaval in Syria or
South Sudan.
“How are these children different
from refugees from Sudan” or other
war-torn countries, asked Eskinder
Negash, director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement, known as ORR, in

the Department of Health and Human
Services. “Regardless of whether they
have family here, they are refugees,”
he said July 8.
By virtue of his position, Negash
personally is legally responsible for the
welfare of approximately 50,000 minors in ORR custody as arrangements
are sought for them to be placed with
relatives or in foster care while deportation is pursued.
Speakers at the 2014 National Migration Conference and in interviews with
Catholic News Service said broad discussions about migration issues worldwide inevitably led to the recent surge
of children from Guatemala, Honduras
and El Salvador across the U.S. border.
From an average
of 6,000 or 7,000
such minors a year
as recently as a few
years ago, by midJune,
Homeland
Security had apprehended more than
52,000 such chilMore MINORS, page 11

Sister Ursula, Founding
Administrator of
Holy Spirit Hospital, Dies
Christian Charity Sister Ursula
Frei, the founding administrator of
Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill,
died July 4 at Holy Family Convent. She was 93.
Born Maria Ursula Frei in Jersey
City, N.J., in 1921, she entered the
juniorate of the Sisters of Christian
Charity in Mendham, N.J., after
eighth grade. She became a postulant in 1936, and made final profession on Aug. 20, 1945.
Sister Ursula earned a bachelor’s
degree at Manhattan College in
New York, and taught grades 3-9
in New York and Pennsylvania
for 14 years. Following her years
in education ministry, she served
Divine Providence Hospital as
executive housekeeper. In 1957,
she earned a master’s degree in
Hospital Administration from St.
Louis University. She completed
the required year’s residency at St.
Joseph Hospital, Philadelphia, and
remained there two years as Assistant Administrator.
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Christian Charity Sister Ursula Frei makes
the Sign of the Cross during the recessional of the Mass celebrated to mark the
50th anniversary of Holy Spirit Hospital in
More SISTER URSULA, page 3 Camp Hill last year.
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Catholic Youth
Experience

A Walking Tour of the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus in Conewago
The oldest stone Catholic Church
still in use in America

July 30, 2014
3:00 pm to 8:30 pm

$5/person

• Praise and Worship Music
A summer event for all incoming high
• Eucharistic Procession and Adoration
school freshmen through 2014 graduates
will be held at St. John the Baptist Parish, of the Blessed Sacrament Led by Bishop
All Clergy, Religious Sisters, and
315 North Constitution Avenue in New Ronald W. Gainer
Seminarians are Complimentary.
One Parish Youth Minister per
“Our goal for
this gathering
is the same
Freedom, on July 30 from 3-8:30 p.m.
Parish
is Complimentary.
“The Catholic Youth Experience will of- as our goal for everything that we are infer high school teens and recent graduates volved with as the Office for Youth and
an opportunity to gather together with oth- Young Adult Ministry: bringing youth and
ers from around the diocese for interactive young adults and their chaperones closer
field games, a picnic dinner, a concert and to Jesus Christ and to a deeper understanda Eucharistic procession and Adoration ing of the Church and what it means to be
of the Blessed Sacrament led by Bishop Church,” Mr. Williams said.
315 North
Avenue
Cost is $5 per person. Youth chaperones
Ronald
Gainer. Constitution
It will offer them
a great
Freedom,
PA 17349
chance New
to play
and pray with
hundreds of are also invited to attend. All clergy, relihigh school youth from throughout our di- gious sisters and seminarians are compliocese,” said Rob Williams, Director of the mentary.
ALL Incoming High School
Parishes
and schools
are asked
to regisDiocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult
Freshmen
through
2014
ter as a group and provide their own chapMinistry, which is sponsoring the event.
Graduates and THEIR
erones. Individuals who are not connected
The day’s schedule includes:
chaperones ARE WELCOME!
with a parish or school group should con• Opening Prayer
For more information, contact
yourOffice
Parish Youth
Ministry
Leader
or Adult
visit
tact the
for Youth
and
Young
• Interactive Field Games
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/event/cyx-catholic-youth-experience
Ministry at 717-657-4804 for arrange• Picnic Dinner
ments.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation
Register online at www.hbgdiocese.org/
• Concert Featuring Diocesan Youth and
Young Adults, Concert Headliner Mathias event/cyx-catholic-youth-experience. The
registration deadline is July 25.
Michael and Musical Guest “Fusion”

St. John the
Baptist Church
in New Freedom

REGISTER
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A star trail above the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Conewago.

Tour given by Father Lawrence McNeil, former pastor
August 16 at 11 a.m. • 30 Basilica Drive in Hanover
Light refreshments will follow. DVDs of the Basilica’s history
will be on sale for $10.
The historic Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish can be traced to 1741,
when Father William Wappeler, a Jesuit priest, built the first chapel near the basilica’s location. The oldest part of the current
church dates to 1787. As a mission church, the Jesuits cared for
Catholic immigrants west of the Susquehanna River. The church
was named a basilica, the highest honor bestowed on a Catholic
church, by St. John XXIII in 1962. It was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1975 and celebrated its 225th anniversary in 2012. The parish’s current pastor is Father James
Lease.
For information regarding the Aug. 16 tour, contact the parish
at 717-637-2721.

We believe your child is a gift from our loving God.
Catholic Preschools believe each
child is a gift from our loving God.

Our preschool programs strive to develop the
needs of the “whole child” spiritually, socially,
emotionally, cognitively, and physically.

We provide a safe, healthy
and nurturing environment

with a caring competent staff that
understands how children learn and
small class sizes.

Learn more about a Catholic Pre-School at
www.hbgdiocese.org/preschool
or call a Catholic School near you.

We provide a preschool
experience for your child

that fosters creativity, curiosity,
cooperative learning, and
Christian values.

Certified teachers and our
child-centered curriculum provide
hands-on experiences in a wide
variety of areas.

Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg Pennsylvania 17111
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Sister Ursula
Continued from 1

In the summer of 1960, with plans for
Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill underway, Sister Ursula was assigned to
St. Joseph Convent, Harrisburg, where,
as administrator of Holy Spirit Hospital, she had a temporary office. At the
completion of the hospital, Sister was
appointed superior and administrator
there. For 30 years, she continued as
its administrator, during which time,
due to her competency, organizational
skills, and leadership, the hospital grew
into one of the most prestigious hospitals in Pennsylvania.
“Sister Ursula had a very sharp mind
and a wonderful heart,” said Sister
Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, president
and CEO of Holy Spirit Health System. “She was able to successfully
combine aspects of spirituality and
business acumen. She wanted to build a
strong institution and was able to gather the best from the local community
to serve as board members, physicians,
and staff so Holy Spirit Hospital could
offer the best services possible. Sister
Ursula truly cared about people. Her
love for Holy Spirit continued until her
death. We were blessed to have her as
our leader.”
Sister Ursula was also an elected delegate of the Eastern Province to several general chapters in 1972, 1977/78,
1983 and 1989, each of which took
place in Rome. It was during the gener-

al chapter of 1989 that she was elected
vicaress and first councilor to the then
newly-elected superior general, Sister Gregoris Michels. At the termination of two six-year terms, Sister Ursula returned definitively to the Eastern
Province. Shortly after returning to the
province, she was asked to take up parish ministry at Our Lady of Sorrows
Parish in South Orange, N.J., where
a convent had recently opened for the
Sisters.
Three years later, she was recalled to
the motherhouse for general help. During these years she sought and found
ways to profitably fill her days and at
the same time provide useful help to
other Sisters. She participated in all
community exercises, even in recreational, humorous skits on special occasions.
During her many years of service,
Sister Ursula was privileged to visit
Paderborn, Germany, and in 1978 before the chapter delegates returned to
their provinces, several made a trip to
Lourdes. She was among the travelers
to Rome in 1985 for the beatification
of Mother Pauline, the foundress of the
Sisters of Christian Charity.
In August 2009, with her strength declining, she transferred to Holy Family
Convent in Danville, where she visited
Sisters and spent hours in prayer in the
chapel.
The funeral Mass was celebrated July
9 at Holy Family Convent in Danville.
Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery,
Danville.

Pope: Prayer is Never in Vain;
Work Courageously, Concretely for Peace
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Praying for peace is never a useless exer-

cise – it keeps evil at bay and helps people
not give in to violence, Pope Francis said.
In response to “tragic events” unfolding in the Middle East in early July, the
pope delivered “a heartfelt appeal to continue to pray with persistence for peace in
the Holy Land.”
Fighting between Israelis and Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and rocket exchanges with southern Lebanon have
escalated since Israel launched airstrikes
against Gaza July 8. More than 150 Palestinians have been reported killed by the
airstrikes, which, Israel has said, are targeting the homes of militants.
The pope made his appeal July 13 after
reciting the Angelus from the window of
the papal studio in the apostolic palace
with tens of thousands of people gathered
below in St. Peter’s Square.
He recalled the gathering for peace at
the Vatican June 8 in which he brought Israeli President Shimon Peres, Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas and Orthodox
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople together to pray for “the
gift of peace” and to listen to “the call to

break the spiral of hatred and violence.”
“Someone might think that that encounter may have been in vain. But no!
Prayer helps us not let ourselves be defeated by evil or resign ourselves to violence and hatred having the upper hand
over dialogue and reconciliation,” he
said.
The pope called on all sides, as well as
politicians on the local and international
level, to never stop praying, to do everything possible to end the hostilities and
to bring about “peace for the good of all
people.”
He then invited all those gathered in
the square to join him in a moment of
silent prayer. The pope then asked God
to help “teach us peace, guide us toward
peace.”
“Open our eyes and our hearts,” he
prayed, “and give us the courage to say:
‘War, never again!’ ‘All is destroyed
with war!’”
The pope asked God to help everyone
have “the courage to carry out concrete
gestures of building peace. Make us
willing to listen to the cries of our fellow citizens, who ask us to transform
our weapons into instruments of peace,
our fears into confidence and our tensions into forgiveness.”

CNS/TONY GENTILE, REUTERS

Pope Francis waves as he leads his July 13 Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s Square
at the Vatican.

Msgr. Topper, 102 Years Old
Msgr. Vincent Topper, the diocese’s oldest and longest-serving
priest, will turn 102
years old on July 28.
In his 78 years as a
priest of the diocese,
he served at Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in York, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Mount Carmel, Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in
Fairfield, St. Joseph
Parish in Milton, St.
Columba Parish in
Bloomsburg and St.
Joseph Parish in York.
He currently lives at St.
Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
Birthday greetings
can be sent to Msgr.
Vincent Topper at St.
Catherine Labouré Parish, 4000 Derry Street,
Harrisburg PA 17111.

Clergy Assignments

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg, has made the
following appointments.
Effective July 1, 2014
At the presentation of the Very Reverend W. David Nestler, OFM Cap,
Provincial Minister of Capuchin Franciscan Friars, Province of Saint Augustine, the Reverend Richard Owens, OFM Cap., to Parochial Vicar, Saint Joseph Parish, York.
The Reverend Zenon W. Maszczyk, OFM Cap., has been reassigned by
his Community.
Effective July 14, 2014
The Reverend Kyle S. Sahd, newly ordained, to Parochial Vicar, Saint
Joan of Arc Parish, Hershey.
Effective July 28, 2014
The Reverend J. M. Gregory Lee, to Parochial Vicar, Saint Joan of Arc
Parish, Hershey.

The Witness
Returns August 15
The Catholic Witness its taking its summer publication hiatus and will resume bi-weekly publication with the August 15 edition.
Stay in touch with news from the diocese by visiting its Web site, www.
hbgdiocese.org, by joining its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DioceseofHarrisburg, and by connecting via Twitter at www.twitter.com/HBGDiocese. If you’re planning a little travel this summer, you can find Mass times
worldwide at www.masstimes.org.
Have you signed up yet to receive The Catholic Witness electronically?
Through a free service, you can receive the paper via e-mail with a direct link
to each edition as it is published.
Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness
page and click on “Catholic Witness E-mail Sign Up.” Once you complete the
form, you’ll be added to our e-mail list.
Receiving The Catholic Witness electronically is a great way for college
students and people who live outside of the diocese to stay in touch with the
Church in Harrisburg. It’s also an alternative for those who wish to read the
paper online instead of receiving a copy in the mail.
Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness
account number, and your name, address and phone number.
As always, if you’d like to promote an upcoming event, share stories of interest or otherwise get in touch with us, send an e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org or call 717-657-4804. Our publication dates
and submission guidelines for 2014 can be accessed on The Catholic
Witness’ page at www.hbgdiocese.org or e-mailed upon request.
Enjoy a safe and blessed summer, and look for our next edition on August 15.
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Mission Time
By George Weigel
Special to The Witness
The Office of Readings for the solemnity of the Ascension offers a lovely
excerpt from one of St. Augustine’s sermons “de Ascensione Domini,” in
which the learned Bishop of Hippo takes as his text Colossians 3:1-2: “If then
you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is seated, at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth.”
A familiar enough text, right? But then
George
Augustine, as is his wont, gives it a striking
twist: “For just as he remained with us even
Weigel
after his Ascension, so we, too, are already The Catholic
in heaven with him, even though what is
Difference
promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our
bodies….While in heaven he is also with
us; and we while on earth are with him. He is here with us by
his divinity, his power and his love. We cannot be in heaven, as he is on earth,
by divinity; but in him, we can be there by love.”
There are something on the order of 70 million Catholics in the United
States. How many of us think of ourselves as being “already in heaven” with
the Lord? And if we really believed that – if we really believed that the most
important part of our being was united to Christ and thus incorporated into
the life of the Holy Trinity – how would we comport ourselves here on earth?
We’d be on fire with a sense of mission.
There are many reasons to deplore the change in liturgical nomenclature for
the weeks after the Easter Season, from Sundays “after Pentecost” to Sundays
“in Ordinary Time.” As has been noted previously in this space (perhaps to
be point of reader-tedium!), there is nothing “ordinary” about time after the
Resurrection and Ascension. For, as that Colossians text suggests and Augustine makes explicit, human “time” has now been drawn into the divine life
through the mystery of Christ’s return to the Father and his being seated “at
the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3) as Lord of history. History, in that sense, is “inside” the Godhead.
And there is nothing ordinary about that.
Sundays “after Pentecost,” by contrast, reminded the Church that the first
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, celebrated on the 50th day after Easter, continues in the Church throughout history, so that the Church can continually bear
witness to “that which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our
hands” (1 John 1.1) – the Risen Lord, who offers us, in our friendship with
him, a participation here-and-now in the life of God himself.
The Pentecost Season (if you’ll permit a lapse into a relevant bit of liturgical antiquarianism) lasts from Pentecost itself through midday of the Saturday
before the First Sunday of Advent. It is the longest of the Church’s seasons; it
is the season of hope (hence the green vestments); it is a season for lengthening the stride of the spiritual life, in a steady rhythm of pilgrimage toward the
Kingdom where our hearts already rest because they rest in the Lord. But it
is also, and above all, the season of mission. Because Pentecost is not simply
about celebrating the gift of the Spirit to the Church; as the second chapter of
the Acts of the Apostles illustrates, Pentecost is about giving that gift away.
The Pentecost Season is when those who truly believe that “we are already
in heaven with him” offer others the possibility of living like that. The offer
is made in many ways: in acts of compassion and charity; in acts of explicit
witness to Christ; in explaining why the Church believes what it does. If, as
St. John Paul II and Pope Francis propose, the quality of our discipleship is
measured by our commitment to giving others the gift we have been given,
the lengthy weeks of the Pentecost Season are divinely ordered to that giftgiving.
About which, there is nothing “ordinary.”
(George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.)
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The Heartbeat
of Evangelization
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Some time ago, I was channel surfing and came across the science program
NOVA on PBS. This specific broadcast was about the heart and its function
within the body. One of the many surprising things I learned about the heart
is that a living heart cell pulsates in rhythm. This makes
total sense, since the heart’s function is to beat. The program actually showed a living heart
cell in a Petri dish. Separate heart
Thoughts
cells will pulsate according to their
from a Catholic
“own” rhythm until they touch anEvangelist
other cell. They then will pulsate in
Sister Geralyn
unison. This is not only amazing to
think about on a biological level,
Schmidt, SCC
but also on a spiritual level.
In order for the organ of the heart
to function correctly, each cell of the organ has to work
in unison with all the other ones. This unified workforce is not only essential
to the continued well being of the heart organ, but also serves the human
body. We all have experienced the effects when our bodies go awry, when the
cells don’t work with, but against, one another; we get sick. With time, and
the right medicine to assist, our bodies can and will return back to “normal”
functioning.
For me, this image is so powerful when it is applied to our spiritual journey.
When we reach out to experience the “heartbeat” of God, our lives do change.
But how does one sustain the “rhythm” of the “pulse” of God’s heart with our
own? Dr. Jeff Mirus’s blog post, Ten Keys to Effective Evangelization (https://
www.catholicculture.org/commentary/articles.cfm?id=559) gives a hint. He
describes it as a “perennial three-fold path of prayer, spiritual reading and
charitable works.” Each section title is his, the reflections are mine.
Prayer – Whenever I begin to write or talk about prayer, I am reminded
of a tweeked saying of Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt, the foundress of
the Sisters of Christian Charity. She said, “As water is to the fish, prayer
should be to the Christian.” Fish without water would die. Someone who is a
Christian and does not pray rings a death toll to their spiritual life. Personal
prayer rooted in the sacramental life of the Church unites us not only with
the Triune God, but also with the individual members of the Church. Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI, in an audience on May 15, 2012, puts it this way:
“In prayer, we experience, more than in other dimensions of existence, our
weakness, our poverty, our being creatures, because we are faced with the
omnipotence and transcendence of God.” Time spent in Eucharistic adoration
“brings home” the salvific event of Christ’s death and resurrection and makes
it real to us. In fact, St. Paul encourages us to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thes
5:17). How does one do this? It is a conscious effort to make every minute of
the day of your life a prayer by bringing into it an awareness of God’s nearness. That means no matter what you are doing, bringing God in the middle of
your activity makes that activity a prayer dedicated to him. This is, in reality,
a habit of the heart. It heightens our awareness of God’s activity within our
lives, making Him present to us in a profound way.
Spiritual Reading – I don’t know if it’s middle age kicking in or the arrogance of my 30s and 40s lessening. With the impetus of the Year of Faith
and personal reflection on the encyclicals and other documents of the Church,
I have personally discovered the vast richness of the teachings of the Church.
The slow reading and reflection of scripture as well as the writings of the doctors of the Church should be the foundation of a prayer life that is growing.
The intellectual “food” found within these writings is a means of spiritual, intellectual and moral formation. God works through all of these writings, fertilizing the grace that He already puts into our hearts. If you are doing regular
spiritual reading, keep it up. If you are new to this idea, then I suggest books
that discuss and explain scripture and the documents of the Catholic Church.
Charitable Works – The Cross has two parts to it: the vertical part as well
as a horizontal arm. For me, the vertical section always alludes to our relationship with God. The horizontal segment denotes our relationship with others. We find through this one understanding of the cross that our relationship
with God is expressed through our relationship with others. Acts of charity
are fruits of the love relationship that we have with God. Actions completed
in charity and love for another are offerings we give to God at the altar of our
life. Most altars have four legs. I have always thought that acts of charity have
a four-fold purpose: expressing our love for God in an incarnational manner,
dying to self by curbing personal “wants,” strengthening our will power to
accept an occasional inconvenience that works of charity often entail, and being “one” with the sufferings of Christ. These aspects are in greater or lesser
degree depending on the actual work and our disposition. This idea can be
summed up in James 2:17-18: “So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.”
When we choose to habitually pray, read and perform acts of charity, our
hearts “thrumb, thrumb, thrumb” in the rhythm of “I love you!” in a two directional manner stated above. In this process we evangelize others by sharing God’s love that we receive. It gives the saying, “Reach out and touch
someone” a whole new meaning!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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A Set of Supreme Victories
By Father CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
I was once again in the United States Supreme
Court on its last day of the term for the reading of
the opinion in the so-called “Hobby Lobby” case
(Burwell v. Hobby Lobby Stores, Inc). Friends
of our mission in Washington, the Green family, owners of the Hobby Lobby chain of stores,
challenged the so-called “HHS mandate” which
threatened to punish private business owners who
did not pay for abortion-inducing drugs for their
employees. Basing their claim against the government on the Religious Freedom Restoration Act
of 1993, they insisted they had a constitutionally
recognized right to refuse to do this based on their
religious and moral beliefs. The Court agreed,
firmly rebuking the government and calling its
claim that religious business owners must choose
between owning and operating a business and
their religion, “dangerous.” Justice Alito wrote the
opinion for the Court’s majority and read it sternly
and adamantly from the bench. Since there was
no argument in the Court, it became a “teaching
moment” with scores of young law students who
attended. It was a great day for religious liberty
and for respect for human life. In representing the
Green’s convictions, Justice Alito stated emphatically, “killing an embryo is wrong.”
The Court’s action in upholding religious freedom rights followed on its unanimous decision to
strike down restrictions on pro-life speech at abortion sites in Massachusetts the previous week. In
that case, McCullen v. Coakley, the Court found
that a 35 foot “speech free zone” in front of abortion clinics (in which only proponents of abortion
were allowed to advocate for their views) was an

unconstitutional violation
of the First Amendment,
Father Paul
which guarantees freedom
of speech. Citing my own
CB Schenck
1997 US Supreme Court
LIFEGIFT
case, Schenck v. ProChoice, Chief Justice John
Roberts, writing for the
unanimous Court, states:
In the context of petition campaigns, we have
observed that “one-on-one communication” is
“the most effective, fundamental, and perhaps
economical avenue of political discourse.”
Meyer v. Grant, 486 U. S. 414, 424 (1988). See
… Schenck, supra, at 377 (invalidating a “floating” buffer zone around people entering an abortion
clinic partly on the ground that it prevented protestors “from communicating a message from a normal
conversational distance or handing leaflets to people
entering or leaving the clinics who are walking on
the public sidewalks”). And “handing out leaflets in
the advocacy of a politically controversial viewpoint
. . . is the essence of First Amendment expression”;
“[n]o form of speech is entitled to greater constitutional protection.” See … Schenck, supra, at 377
(“Leafletting and commenting on matters of public
concern are classic forms of speech that lie at the
heart of the First Amendment”).
It was 24 years from the time my brother and I and
three others challenged the federal ban on speech at
abortion clinics by passing out bibles with a hopeful
message, a pamphlet called “Peace with God,” and
helpful referrals for medical, housing and financial
support, to women and their companions. My case
lasted 7 years; I spent a month in federal prison,
a year and half under house arrest, and it cost us
$778,000 before the Supreme Court voted 8-1 in my

Dedicated Volunteer from St. Joan
of Arc to Receive Top Pro-Life Award
Bishop Ronald Gainer will be
the keynote speaker at the banquet, which benefits the life-saving
Every Friday for the past 26
work of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life
years, Delores Euker has stood
Federation Education Fund. For
bravely outside the Hillcrest aborreservations or more information,
tion center in Harrisburg, offering
visit www.paprolife.org or call
pregnant women one last chance to
717-541-0034.
choose life.
Along with her volunteer work,
Recently, Euker said, a young
Euker
worked at the Federation for
man cursed at her as she tried to
12
years,
helping to advance prooffer him and his partner informalife
education
in Pennsylvania.
tion about free pregnancy help.
“A
majority
of American ChrisLater, the young man came back
tians don’t know we’ve killed
and apologized to her, confiding
that he didn’t want the abortion.
close to 60 million children by
Euker told him about the free
abortion,” Euker said. “There are
pregnancy resources available
so many opportunities to do someand encouraged him to talk to the
thing about it – sidewalk counselmother of their child. When he
ing, pregnancy resource centers,
walked back inside, Euker said,
COURTESY OF THE PRO-LIFE FEDERATION
maternity homes.”
she and the other sidewalk coun- Delores Euker is pictured with her husEuker’s heart for protecting life
selors prayed.
band, George. Mrs. Euker will receive
motivates
her to reach out, not just
“Low and behold, this guy and the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s
to
preborn
babies and their famigirl came walking out,” Euker said. Pro-Life Lifetime Achievement Award in
lies,
but
also
to the elderly and dis“They got [to see] an ultrasound of September.
abled.
their baby, and they were beaming
because they chose life. That’s the power of prayer.”
Once a month, she joins a group from her church to visEuker, a member of St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey, it a local rehab center. Euker said many of the residents
is one of the most compassionate and dedicated advo- “had nothing at all their whole life,” and they appreciate
cates for life in Pennsylvania. For her unwavering ser- the company and cookies that the group provides.
vice, she will be recognized this fall with the PennsylShe also serves on her parish’s Respect Life Commitvania Pro-Life Federation’s highest honor, the Pro-Life
tee, which sponsors buses to the March for Life every
Lifetime Achievement Award.
Michael Ciccocioppo, Executive Director of the Penn- year in Washington, D.C. Other activities have included
sylvania Pro-Life Federation, said, “Few pro-lifers are as an expectant families Mass to honor families for saying
faithful and passionate as Delores. She is an outstanding yes to life.
Euker also is a familiar face in the offices at her parish
example of how one person can make a difference for
and
at the Diocese of Harrisburg, where she volunteers
life. We are very proud to honor her with this award.”
every
week.
She will receive the award at the 2014 Celebrate Life
But
Euker doesn’t want any of the credit for her work.
Banquet on Tuesday, Sept. 30 at the Radisson Hotel HarShe
said
her work is about “allowing yourself to be physrisburg in Camp Hill. Joining her will be state Rep. Jerry
Stern, of Blair County, who will receive the Pro-Life ically present to allow Christ to use you as a tool.”
(Micaiah Bilger is the Education Director of the PennLeadership Award for his efforts to protect life in the
state legislature.
sylvania Pro-Life Federation.)

By Micaiah Bilger
Special to The Witness

favor. We did that because we
were, and are, convinced God
is the author of life, and every
human life is precious to him!
In the long course of the history of restoring the basic and
essential human right to life,
this case and last Monday’s
Court will be embedded in
American history.
Our work to advance the
sanctity of human life and the
dignity of the person is far
from over. This summer, the Respect Life Office
will once again be assisting parishes, schools and
institutions with the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Plan
for Pro-Life Activities. A special informational
packet will be sent out with available materials
to promote advocacy for human life and ministry
to vulnerable women and their families who are
pressured to choose abortion and for those who are
victims of the abortion trade. The Plan also addresses euthanasia and suicide and other attacks
against innocent life. This year, I will also begin
addressing the escalation of gun violence in our
communities. As always, our Office stands ready
to assist in implementing the Plan. Please e-mail
us at RespectLife@hbgdiocese.org, call 717-6574804 X 293, or write to Respect Life Office, Diocese of Harrisburg, 4804 Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg, PA 17111.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director
of the Respect Life Office and Chair of the National Pro-Life Center on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. A certified Bioethicist, he is available
to speak on these and related topics. Contact the
Respect Life Office.)

Rachel’s Vineyard
Weekend for Those
Suffering from an Abortion
August 1-3
Mariawald Renewal Center in Reading, PA
If you or a loved one is suffering from an abortion
experience, please consider joining us for this healing weekend retreat. The retreat is for anyone who
has suffered this loss: the parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, medical personnel and those employed
in the abortion industry. The weekend offers a safe,
non-judgmental environment, where you can enter
into this healing process with others who know this
pain first hand. All inquiries are confidential.
For more details, and to register, contact Joy Crimmins at Rvpamd@gmail.com or call 717-788-4959
or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.
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Lourdes Invests in
Projects for School’s
Continued Growth
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The summer schedule is a busy one at
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School
in Coal Township.
With PreK-12 students enjoying
summer break, workers are busy bringing upgrades and renovations to the
school.
The summer’s largest undertaking is
the removal of the windows original to
the 55-year-old facility. They’re being
replaced with energy efficient windows
that could save the school upwards of
$20,000 in heating costs, according to
Deacon Martin McCarthy, Administrator and Secondary Principal.
Installation of the new windows in
the classrooms, the cafeteria and several offices will be complete by the
time students arrive for the 2014-2015
academic year.
The project is being funded by the
$500,000 donation from the estate of
the late Joseph C. Leopold, which was
earmarked a few years ago for building
improvements. The school community
knows little about its generous benefactor, other than that he was a member of Our Lady of Hope Parish in Coal
Workers install
energy efficient
windows at Our Lady
of Lourdes Regional
School, as part of
several renovations
taking place at the
school this summer.

Township, and a graduate of the former
St. Joseph School in Coal Township.
The parking lot is also being repaired
and resealed this summer, through
donations to a Building Fund that the
school community has been supporting.
And students, faculty and visitors
will be forever reminded of the dedication to Catholic schools demonstrated
by the late Bishop Joseph P. McFadden. Lourdes contacted one of its landscape vendors to plant a tree – and its
memorial plaque – in tribute to Bishop
McFadden on the northwest corner of
the campus.
The register of upgrades and renovations to Lourdes Regional won’t end
come fall. Deacon McCarthy said the
school is also looking at the possibility of implementing air conditioning
sometime next year, eyeing a project
for state-of-the-art biology and chemistry labs, and transforming the library
into a media center.
“These projects are long-term investments for the school,” Deacon McCarthy said. “It was just three years ago
that there was talk on the street that
Lourdes high school was going to close,
but our enrollment since that time has
increased from 350
students to more
than 480 for the elementary and secondary levels. Additionally, Lourdes
finished the year “in
the black.”
The school is assembling a committee of alumni and
professionals in the
science and medical
fields for the biology and chemistry
lab project, and to
raise money for the
$110,000 venture.
Anyone interested
in getting on board
can call the school
at 570-644-0375.
Two years ago,
Lourdes launched
its tuition assistance
program
through
the diocese’s Neumann Scholarship
Foundation, a qualified foundation of

A tree in
memory of the
late Bishop
Joseph P.
McFadden was
recently planted
on the
northwest side
of the school
grounds.

COURTESY OF LOURDES REGIONAL

the state’s Educational Improvement
Tax Credit (EITC) program, which
provides scholarships to students to attend the school of their choice through
donations from businesses.
Currently, Lourdes has more than
$250,000 in tuition assistance through
the program. This year, 234 students
are receiving assistance through the
Neumann Scholarship Foundation because of EITC funding.
“We have a number of parents who
are bringing their children here from
public schools. The curriculum is more
challenging, and teachers are aware of
each student,” Deacon McCarthy said.
“The teachers here give the students
100 percent attention.”
The school continues to seek ways to
help raise funds and assist families in
need. Recently, Lourdes partnered with
Community Aid, a nonprofit organization that raises funds for distribution
to local schools, churches and other
organizations. Lourdes will receive
four cents for every pound of clothing
placed in the Community Aid bin on
campus. The school will also be eligible for grants through the organization
to assist with school projects, as well as
clothing vouchers for families in need
of assistance.
As enrollment continues to increase,
there are two classes for nearly every
grade from preschool through sixth,

Pilgrimage to the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
Mount St. Mary’s, Emmitsburg
Initiated by Father Walter Sempko in 1988, the
27th Annual Pilgrimage for World Peace will take
place on Thursday, Aug. 7, at the National Shrine
Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Day’s Schedule
10:00 Welcome (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill)
10:15–11:30 Sacrament of Reconciliation
11:30 Holy Rosary (Grotto - weather permitting)
12:00 Holy Mass (Grotto - weather permitting)
1:15 Lunch on your own (must bring your lunch)
2:15–2:45 Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and Prayer of Consecration (Grotto –
weather permitting)
3:00–4:00 Holy Hour with the Chaplet of Di-

vine Mercy (St. Mary’s Chapel on the Hill), with
Bishop Gainer as homilist
All are welcome this day to join with Bishop
Gainer to pray for peace through the conversion
of hearts, and to receive God’s blessings through
Mary, Mother of God, and Mother of the Church.
You do not need to register. There is no transportation provided; pilgrims are encouraged to
car pool, and parishes are invited to rent a bus, if
feasible. Pilgrims must bring their own lunch and
drinks. Lunch is not available otherwise.
For questions, contact Deacon Tom Lang at
DeaconTomLang@verizon.net, or 717-599-1973.

except for third and fifth grade, but
those classes could double soon with the
number of new students, noted Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Margaret Ann
Quinn, Elementary Principal.
“We’re also happy to say that our students’ test scores are great. The results
show that the children are performing
at least one grade level above average,
and some of them are two grade levels
above,” Sister Margaret Ann said.
She also noted that the school is seeking Middle States accreditation, and
said that the action plan school officials
will present will include plans for the
renovated labs, the media center, and the
continuing integration of technology.
All of the renovations taking place
now, and the upgrades being considered
for the future, will contribute to the ways
in which Lourdes educates the whole
child – mind, body and spirit, noted Jacqueline Kerris, the school’s Director of
Development.
“I have three children here at Lourdes,
and as a parent, I appreciate the overall
atmosphere at this school: the Catholic
identity, the wonderful instruction, the
discipline and the family-like atmosphere,” she said. “Here, every student
gets attention.”
(For more information about Our
Lady of Lourdes Regional School, call
570-644-0375 or visit www.lourdes.k12.
pa.us/.)

Dr. Scott Hahn
Coming to New Oxford
Dr. Scott Hahn, Professor of Theology and
Scripture at Franciscan University of Steubenville, will host a conference New Oxford High
School in the auditorium on Aug. 30 from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. The event is sponsored by Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in New Oxford.
Dr. Hahn is the author or editor of more than 40
books, the most recent of which include “Many
are Called,” “Hope for Hard Times,” and “The
Catholic Bible Dictionary.” In 2005, he was appointed as the Pope Benedict XVI Chair of Biblical Theology and Liturgical Proclamation at St.
Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa.
Cost of the conference is $15 per person, and
includes lunch. Dr. Hahn’s books will be available for purchase throughout the day. Register in
advance by contacting Pete Socks at pete.socks@
gmail.com or 717-634-4961 and leave a message.
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Vatican Publishes
Reflection on Discerning
Essentials of Faith
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
When a significant portion of the Catholic faithful ignore or reject a Church
teaching, it is often – but not always – a sign that social and cultural pressures
are weakening their faith or that Church leaders simply have not found a way
to explain the teaching, said members of the International Theological Commission.
The commission published the document “Sensus Fidei in the Life of the
Church” on the Vatican website in late June with the approval of Cardinal
Gerhard Muller, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
The theologians, who were appointed to the commission by Pope Benedict
XVI, had been asked to explain the meaning, purpose and limits of sensus
fidei and sensus fidelium – the capacity of individual believers and of the
Church as a whole to discern the truth of faith.
“The sensus fidei fidelis,” they said, “is a sort of spiritual instinct that enables the believer to judge spontaneously whether a particular teaching or
practice is or is not in conformity with the Gospel and with apostolic faith. It
is intrinsically linked to the virtue of faith itself; it flows from, and is a property of, faith.”
While the validity and importance of different Church teachings cannot be
the subject of a popular vote, the degree to which they are or are not accepted
by most Catholics is important, the commission members wrote.
“When the reception of magisterial teaching by the faithful meets with difficulty and resistance,” the document said, “appropriate action on both sides
is required.”
Catholics “must reflect on the teaching that has been given, making every
effort to understand and accept it,” the document said. “Resistance, as a matter of principle, to the teaching of the magisterium is incompatible with the
authentic sensus fidei.”
At the same time, the theologians said, “the magisterium must likewise
reflect on the teaching that has been given and consider whether it needs
clarification or reformulation in order to communicate more effectively the
essential message.”
Writing about Catholic laypeople, the commission said, “not only do they
have the right to be heard, but their reaction to what is proposed as belonging
to the faith of the apostles must be taken very seriously, because it is by the
Church as a whole that the apostolic faith is borne in the power of the Spirit.”
While “the faithful have an instinct for the truth of the Gospel,” the document said, there are situations in which Catholics claim to be relying on that
instinct when, in fact, they are promoting deviations from the Christian faith,
particularly on moral issues.
The document explains what sensus fidei means, gives biblical evidence
for its importance, looks at the history of its development in the Church, provides some criteria for discerning when it is authentic and discusses how it is
“different from the majority opinion of the faithful in a given time or place.”
Particularly drawing on the teaching of the Second Vatican Council, members of the theological commission rejected the idea that Catholic laity are to
blindly obey everything the pope and bishops tell them. However the document emphasized the importance of assuming Church leaders are correct, trying to understand the basis for their teaching and, in particular, for praying,
regularly receiving the sacraments, studying and being an active member of
the Catholic community before claiming to be able to discern that a Church
teaching needs adjustment.
“It is clear that there can be no simple identification between the sensus
fidei and public or majority opinion,” the document said. “These are by no
means the same thing.”
“Faith, not opinion, is the necessary focus of attention,” it said. “Opinion is
often just an expression, frequently changeable and transient, of the mood or
desires of a certain group or culture, whereas faith is the echo of the one Gospel, which is valid for all places and times.”
In addition, members of the commission noted, “in the history of the people
of God, it has often been not the majority, but rather a minority which has truly
lived and witnessed to the faith.”
The International Theological Commission also said the sensus fidei guarantees Christian freedom and can help purify the faith because it helps individual
believers distinguish “between what is essential for an authentic Catholic faith
and what, without being formally against the faith, is only accidental or even
indifferent with regard to the core of the faith.”
As two examples, the commission members mentioned the possibility that
some Catholics may downplay certain forms of Marian piety while still maintaining a devotion to Mary, or “they might also distance themselves from
preaching which unduly mixes together Christian faith and partisan political
choices.”
The sensus fidei also is essential in helping the Church respond to modern
problems and challenges because it gives “an intuition as to the right way forward amid the uncertainties and ambiguities of history, and a capacity to listen
discerningly to what human culture and the progress of the sciences are saying,” the document said.
The commission members said the lay faithful are able “to sense what Pope
Francis has called ‘new ways for the journey’ in faith of the whole pilgrim people. One of the reasons why bishops and priests need to be close to their people
on the journey and to walk with them is precisely so as to recognize ‘new ways’
as they are sensed by the people. The discernment of such new ways, opened
up and illumined by the Holy Spirit, will be vital for the new evangelization.”

Holy Infant Parishioner
Serves Church in Quiet Ways
By Mary Klaus
Special to The Witness
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, the Carmelite nun known as “The Little Flower,” once
said that if people couldn’t do great deeds, they should do little deeds with great
love.
She could have been talking about Elizabeth “Betty” Mikovich, one of the rocks
that sustain Holy Infant Parish in
York Haven.
Mikovich never founded a religious order, preached sermons
or wrote a book about her faith.
Instead, she serves her parish in
quiet ways, from serving as a
lector at daily Mass to arranging
flowers on the altars.
She’s been doing that since 1974, just two years after the former mission church
became a self-sustaining parish. Born in a Greek Catholic family of eight children
and raised in Nesquehoning in Carbon County, Mikovich went to business school
in her youth.
She spent years working for the U.S. Department of State, serving as a secretary
in various embassies around the world. She never married, but always was deeply
devoted to the Church.
She still is, with an energy that belies her 88 years. She sets up the liturgical
books for Masses, replaces candles when they burn out, arranges flowers, mails
bulletins to the homebound, does recycling for the parish and helps on various
projects.
She is constantly present to her parish, said Father Edward C. Malesic, Holy
Infant Parish pastor and the Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
“Betty serves the parish in very quiet ways,” Father Malesic said. “Without any
fanfare, she makes life much easier for me as her pastor as she puts her faith into
action. She joins in almost all the parish activities and is a faithful presence.”
He said that on the rare occasions that Mikovich isn’t at Mass, people worry
about her. “If she’s not here, we call her and send someone to check on her.”
She also makes tasty halupki, traditional cabbage rolls filled with a mixture of
beef, pork and rice.
“I use my mother’s recipe,” she said with a smile. “I always make some for
Father Ed. I think he really likes them.”
Father Malesic said Mikovich even has made halupki for visiting priests and
deacons participating in the parish’s 40 Hours devotions. He said she is motivated
by faith in all that she does.
“Betty is close to the Church both spiritually and physically,” he said. “She
believes that Jesus is present in the Eucharist and wants to make sure that the
church is a beautiful place for His Real Presence. She knows that the people of
Holy Infant come to church to pray and praise God. She wants them to have the
best experience possible.”
Father Malesic said that Mikovich finds comfort working behind the scenes and
being in the Lord’s presence.
“She also finds God in the people who make up the Church,” he said, adding
that she helps on nearly every parish event from picnics to special prayer events.
“Holy Infant, I believe, has become her spiritual home and family,” he said.
“That takes faith too, because Jesus said that we would be his brothers and sisters
with God as our Father. Betty really believes that in how she lives her life in the
parish.”
(Mary Klaus is a freelance reporter for The Catholic Witness. The “Witnesses
of Faith” series highlights ways in which Catholics are living the faith in their
daily lives.)
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Elizabeth “Betty” Mikovich prepares the altar at Holy Infant Church in York Haven,
where she has been serving as a volunteer since 1974.
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Seminarians Serve People in Spiritual,
Practical Ways in Summer Assignments
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: Steven Arena
with volunteer Helen
Donaven. Mr. Arena
explained that his summer assignment helped
him understand what it
means to be disposed
to God. Whether it is
in prayer or picking up
garbage, he’s learned
how to keep a mindset in
ordinary ways while being in parish life.
Right: Steven Arena
helps manage and stock
the parish thrift shop,
among his duties during
his summer assignment
at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in York.

Many parishes in the diocese
welcomed a new member for the
summer months. Though typically
a time for vacation for many college students, the seminarians of
the diocese are assigned to parishes this time of year.
According to Father Jonathan
Sawicki, pastor of Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in York, the program
allows the seminarians to learn
from being among the people of
the parish. And they are rarely
placed in their home parish; the
goal is to give the seminarians an
unbiased point of view, and to be
challenged. Summer assignments
also bring a fresh perspective to
the priest and people of the parish.
In a recent interview and photo
essay, The Catholic Witness followed two seminarians during a
day on summer assignment: Steven Arena at Immaculate Conception in York, and Bennett Smith at
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount
Carmel.
Mr. Arena is under the supervision of Father Sawicki, and Mr.
Smith shadows Father Martin
Moran. Father Sawicki spoke
about the importance of seminarians just being there for a hand to
be held. And on other days, they
might have to find the plunger
and unclog a toilet. Unlike his
own summer assignment, Father
Sawicki has Mr. Arena wake up
early to open the church. “It’s a
practical, everyday duty,” he said.

Courtesy of Divine Redeemer Parish

Bennett Smith helps the grandchildren of deceased parishioner and popular Mount Carmel football coach Jazz Diminick prepare funeral arrangements. From left to
right are Alyssa Diminick, Michael Diminick, Lauren Diminick, Conner Diminick, and Luke Diminick.
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He also explained
how part of his job is to
observe the seminarian in
action. “In seminary, they
are trained to pass tests, to
impress. Summer assignment is meant to evaluate
strengths and weaknesses,” he said.
Some of Mr. Arena’s
responsibilities are assisting with Masses, helping
at the parish thrift shop,
learning about administrative duties, and being
available for parishioners.
Bennett Smith in
Mount Carmel has similar
responsibilities, but has
also been working on a
three-stage census for
the church. This includes
visiting the homes of parishioners who have been
away from the Church.
Father Moran commented about the summer assignment program,
saying, “It’s a key step
by step of evangelization
and growth of becoming
a priest. It is a taste of
everyday life to reaffirm
their vocation.”
This summer, 12 seminarians are serving in parishes. Six are working and
living on the Oyler Farm
as part of the St. Joseph
Summer Program, while
six others are involved in
the Institute for Priestly
Formation in Omaha and
immersion and summer
programs. For information
on the diocesan seminarians, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/clergy/vocations/
seminarians-2/.

Bennett Smith is responsible for opening and closing Divine Redeemer Church
daily.

Above: Mr. Arena
talked about how the
day-to-day tasks,
even the mundane
things have taught
him. “Father Sawicki
is all things to all
people, it’s not just
celebrating Mass on
Sundays.” Mr. Arena
and Father Sawicki
share some time after
Mass to speak with
Anthony and Dorcas
Schneider, longtime
parishioners of Immaculate Conception
Parish.
Left: During his summer assignment, Mr.
Arena helps prepare
and clean up after a
Mass at Senior Commons in York. “Being
around priests living
it every day gives a
chance to observe
and learn how to apply what we learn in
seminary.”

Father Moran and Mr. Smith walk back to the rectory after visiting parishioners’
homes. “[The summer assignment] is reaffirming, and I absolutely love being
here. I like talking to the parishioners and seeing how much they love their church,
their pastor. I can show that love back. It is a lot of responsibility, but it is rewarding,” Mr. Smith said.
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At Mass of Thanksgiving, Msgr. Smith
Heartens Flock to Follow Vocation
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. He served at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Haror the first time in months,
risburg, St. Anne Parish in
Msgr. Thomas Smith,
Lancaster, as Chaplain at Holy
pastor emeritus of St. Joseph
Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill,
Parish in Lancaster, came beSt. Peter Parish in Mount Carfore the flock he shepherded
mel, St. Joseph Parish in Mefor 22 years, giving them a
chanicsburg, St. Columba Parmessage of encouragement to
ish in Bloomsburg, St. Paul the
live the vocation to which God
Apostle Parish in Annville, and
calls them.
St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster.
“I wasn’t sure until high
Parishioners from St. Paul’s,
school what I was called to do
where Msgr. Smith served as
with my life, but I began that
pastor from 1973-1992, attendjourney God called me to, and
ed the Mass, sharing memories
I thank him for that,” he said,
of his 19 years there.
seated in front of the altar in
Lisa Hreniuk said she cried
the historic German church.
for several days when Msgr.
Msgr. Smith, who, at age 83,
Smith was assigned to Lanhad been the diocese’s oldest
caster from Annville in 1992.
working pastor until his recent
“He welcomes everyone,
retirement, offered a heartfelt
no matter their state in life.
homily to a congregation that
He does whatever he can do
filled the church July 13 for a
to give people a chance,” she
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Mass of Thanksgiving for his
Msgr. Thomas Smith delivers a homily during a Mass of Thanksgiving for his priesthood celebrated said. She pointed to herself and
57 years of priesthood.
July 13 at St. Joseph Church in Lancaster, as Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, Deacon Martin Light, Father her husband, Stanley, as exFor health reasons, Msgr. Tariq Isaac, Father Allan Wolfe and Father Bernardo Pistone look on.
amples. Thirty-three years ago,
Smith has been living at St.
Msgr. Smith baptized their first
Anne’s Retirement Commuson, before the couple was married.
nity in Columbia. A few months ago, it
“Do you know how much that meant
seemed he was on his death bed, and so
to us?” Mrs. Hreniuk said, with tears
the Mass drew a large attendance from
in her eyes. “He looks at the heart and
the faithful, who were grateful and eager
soul of every person with love, not judgto see their beloved priest.
ment.”
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer celebrated
“First and foremost, he is a great
the Mass. Msgr. Smith, Father Allan
man,” Mr. Hreniuk said. “He is one of
Wolfe, current pastor of St. Joseph’s
the best priests I have ever met. He is so
and of nearby San Juan Bautista Parish,
insightful about people.”
and Father Bernardo Pistone, a former
The Hreniuks came to the Mass of
Lancaster pastor who retired last month,
Thanksgiving because they didn’t want
were concelebrants.
to pass up an opportunity to see Msgr.
“A priest gives his official ‘Yes’ to
Smith celebrate Mass.
God on the day of his ordination, but that
“Just to hear his voice again means
‘Yes’ has to be repeated day-in and dayeverything, because he is like a father to
out in countless acts of service,” Bishop
me,” Mrs. Hreniuk said.
In his homily to the congregation,
Gainer said during the Mass. “Today,
Msgr. Smith expressed his thanks to
in this Mass of Thanksgiving, we thank
God for his priesthood, and for retireGod that this beloved priest, Msgr.
ment, acknowledging that he has “shed
Thomas Smith, did day-in and day-out
Christian Charity Sister Mary Mark, one of Msgr. Thomas Smith’s 12 siblings, many tears” since moving from the paruphold his decision to be a priest to the
joins family members in presenting the gifts to Bishop Ronald W. Gainer during ish.
Lord and to all of us through a selfless
the Mass of Thanksgiving.
“Being a priest is bringing Jesus to
life of priestly ministry.”
his
homily, Msgr. Smith acknowledged reminded Msgr. Smith of his childhood others. My job is to reflect Jesus wherThe parish presented a new chalice, paten and ciborium engraved with the time that had passed since he last years growing up and working on the ever I am,” he said.
Looking out at the congregation, he
Msgr. Smith’s name and donated to St. celebrated Mass at St. Joseph’s before family farm, an old Jesuit farm in the
spoke
of the many people he has welvalley below the Basilica of the Sacred
Joseph’s from funds contributed by pa- moving to St. Anne’s.
comed into the Church, married, bap“Know that I have celebrated Mass for Heart of Jesus in Conewago, Adams
rishioners. The parish social hall, named
tized and counseled during his priestly
in his honor several years ago, was you every Sunday since I left here,” he County.
ministry.
“The Word of God today rings true for
adorned after Mass with a beautifully told parishioners. “I have done my best
“I have been blessed by every parish
framed portrait of him. Well-wishers as a priest by bringing Christ to you.
me. It truly reflects my vocation,” Msgr. I’ve been in,” Msgr. Smith said.
greeted Msgr. Smith after the Mass and
The day’s Responsorial Psalm – “The Smith said. “We are called to give our“May we all find each other in Heavduring a reception held in the parish hall seed that falls on good ground will selves to building the Kingdom.”
en someday, exchanging stories of how
later that day.
yield a fruitful harvest” – and the GosMsgr. Smith was ordained May 11, God has worked within each one of us,”
Sitting in front of the altar to deliver pel Reading of the Parable of the Sower 1957, by Bishop George Leech at St. he said.”

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

F

Father Allan Wolfe greets members of the congregation following the Mass of
Thanksgiving for Msgr. Thomas Smith. Father Wolfe succeeded Msgr. Smith as
pastor of St. Joseph Parish. He is also pastor of San Juan Bautista Parish in
Lancaster.

Msgr. Thomas Smith focuses on the chalice as Bishop Ronald W. Gainer celebrates the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The chalice, engraved with the words “Ad
Majorem Dei Gloriam” – “For the greater glory of God” – was used by Msgr. Smith
at his ordination to the priesthood in 1957.
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Minors
Continued from 1

dren in this fiscal year. That has created
a crisis for the Border Patrol, which first
encounters them, and for ORR, which
must find places to safely care for them.
Negash drew gasps from the audience
when he explained that his responsibility
for ORR’s charges includes personally
approving health care decisions, such as
how to treat an 11-year-old girl who is
pregnant, or another pregnant teen, who
was recently diagnosed with terminal
cancer.
The unaccompanied minors and other
refugees for whom his office is responsible come with myriad horrible stories,
he said.
“There is rape, human trafficking, a lot
of abuse and a lot of them are sick.”
“I’m not telling you this to depress you
more, but so you’ll talk about it more,”
Negash said.
Describing the situation in his own
country, Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez
Maradiaga, archbishop of Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, and president of Caritas Internationalis, the Church’s global relief
agency, said the children who leave Honduras “flee gangs who want to induct
them into a life where they will surely
die a violent death at a young age.”
Speaking at the opening plenary session July 7, Cardinal Rodriguez, who
also serves as one of Pope Francis’ key
advisers as head of his Council of Cardinals, said: “It is like someone has torn
open an artery in Honduras and other
Central American countries. Fear, grinding poverty and no future mean we are
losing our lifeblood – our young people.
If this continues to happen, the hearts of
our nations will stop beating.”
He added that parents feel they have
little choice but to send their children
away to save their lives. “The children
and young people of these countries
need to escape the violence in the hope
of finding a safe place, an education, a
home, a job – even though on the migrant
journey they risk violence and abuse, being trafficked and sometimes death.”
During the plenary a short time earlier,
Negash had pleaded with the 800 or so
participants of the conference to “please
use the same language you do when you
are talking about other crises,” in referring to the children being apprehended
at the border.
“Is Honduras a failed state?” he asked.
“Do we have organized gangs terrorizing
by threatening to kill people?”
Organized gangs and drug cartels that

CNS/CHAZ MUTH

Immigrant families and immigration reform activists hold signs of protest during a
July 7 news conference in Washington near the White House organized by Casa
de Maryland and other pro-immigration reform groups. Several speakers at the
event urged the Obama administration to provide relief for all children and their
families who have crossed the U.S. border illegally to flee violence in Central
America.

kill with impunity are just as much a
threat to a country’s stability as the terrorist networks operating elsewhere, he
said.
“You don’t have to call them AlShabaab,” he said, referring to the East
African terrorist network based in Somalia.
In an interview with CNS and the National Catholic Reporter, Cardinal Rodriguez didn’t quite describe his country as a failed state, but acknowledged
that “the drug cartels have chosen our
country as their battlefield.” He told of
children being pressured to join drug
networks or criminal gangs under threat
of being killed, and of “kids killing people. Sometimes $500 is enough to take
a life.”
He said some recent steps taken by the
Honduran government give him some

hope that law enforcement and military
leaders are coming to terms with what it
will take to regain control of their country. Among them are a recent declaration
that any airplanes suspected of carrying
drugs through Honduran air space will
be shot down and the recent extradition
to the United States of two Honduran
drug cartel leaders. Both seem to have
had some effect on the drug cartels, he
said.
Other speakers at the July 8 plenary
described a world awash with refugees
and increasingly stretched resources to
assist them.
Shelly Pitterman, regional representative of the U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees, ticked off statistics: 51 million
people worldwide last year in refugee
situations, yet a 25-year low number of
displaced people were able to repatriate

to their home countries.
The refugee resettlement program in
the United States “is the engine of the
global program,” he said, noting that
the majority of refugees are resettled
through networks run by the Catholic
Church. But worldwide, resources are
stretched too thinly.
He also said that although most of
the children being sent away from their
home countries on their own are coming to the United States, it’s not the only
place they go. The number going to other Central American countries has risen
seven-fold, he said.
Anne Richard, assistant secretary of
the Bureau of Population, Refugees and
Migration in the State Department, said
the way to combat the need for people to
flee their countries is to push for peace.
“The only real solution to this massive, malignant crisisis for the fighting to
stop,” she said.
The conference opened with a Mass at
St. Patrick Church nearby. The principal
celebrant, Washington Cardinal Donald
W. Wuerl, urged Catholics to recognize
the human beings behind “the data, statistics and policy responses.”
“Clearly we belong to our own natural families, but we also belong to God’s
family, with an obligation to care for
one another,” he said. “We need to look
at one another precisely as brothers and
sisters, children of a loving God who invites us to a new relationship to one another.”
Along with panel discussions and
workshops, the conference also included
a live video feed from the Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya.
Located in the Turkana District of
northwestern Kenya, the camp has housing, counseling and education programs
for more than 160,000 refugees, provided through humanitarian organizations
including Jesuit Refugee Service.
During the feed, Red, a refugee who
has lived in the camp for more than 22
years, explained how he became inspired
to “give what he has been given” by becoming a teacher and working with the
young children in the camp.
“When I came to this camp, I didn’t
know anything,” Red said. “It was only
after I arrived here that I received an
education and learned more than I ever
believed possible. These teachers are no
longer around, but I pay them back for
everything they have given by providing young children with the education I
have received. I believe that is what we
are fighting for – to shape the lives of
others in the same way my life has been
shaped.”

Bishops from Five Countries Ask
Society to Confront Migration Issues
By David Agren
Catholic News Service
Bishops’ conferences from five countries called on Catholics, politicians and society at large to confront the issues
causing a flow of unaccompanied minors from Central America – and to tend to them as they travel through Mexico and
arrive at the U.S. border.
“Bishops and their workers reiterate the urgency of the
respecting human dignity of the undocumented migrants,
strengthening governmental institutions ... firmly combating the reprehensible activity of illegal groups and organized
crime ... and investing in Central America,” the bishops’ conferences of El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico and
the United States said in a July 10 statement.
“We call on business leaders, especially Catholics, to invest and contribute to the promotion of justice and equality.
We exhort parents to not expose their children to the dangers of the dangerous journey toward Mexico and the United
States. And we ask society to in general to assume their rightful roles.”
The arrival of so many unaccompanied children has overwhelmed U.S. agencies, which were unprepared for such an
influx. The U.S. Customs and Border Patrol has detained
more than 57,000 unaccompanied children since the fiscal

year began Oct. 1, double last year’s figure and up fourfold
from 2012.
The majority of those are from Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras, where poverty and gang violence have are
prompting the flow. Honduras, for example, has a homicide
rate topping 90 per 100,000 residents. Another factor is rumors – reportedly fostered by human smugglers – that minors
arriving at the U.S. border will be allowed to stay. This leads
some parents already in the United States to send for children
they have not seen in years.
“These children leave their countries, pushed by misery,
violence or a desire to reunite with parents or family members, who have already migrated, and then confront all kinds
of deprivations and dangers, experience a terrible humanitarian crisis,” read the letter, whose signatories included Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, president
of Honduran bishops’ conference, and Auxiliary Bishop Eusebio L. Elizondo of Seattle, president of the U.S. bishops’
migration committee.
“This dramatic situation affects all of us and we must commit ourselves to ‘globalize solidarity,’ recognizing, respecting and defending the life, dignity and rights of every person,
independent of their migratory condition.”
President Barack Obama has called the arrival of so many
young Central Americans a humanitarian crisis and cautioned

that the influx will exhaust resources unless more money is
allocated to house, feed and process migrant children. The
U.S. government is also pushing public service announcements in Central America to warn of the risks of heading to
the United States, which include kidnap, robbery and rape.
Workers at a center for deportees in San Pedro Sula, a city
with one of the world’s highest homicide rates at more than
150 per 100,000 residents, say circumstances at home and a
desire to reunite with family would cause many to overlook
the risks of migrating.
“People know the problems of Mexico,” where crimes
against migrants are common, said Carlos Flores Pinto, director of the northern border project for Casa Alianza (Covenant House) in San Pedro Sula.
The problem, he added, is “that they are suffering more”
at home.
In their statement, the bishops committed to continue
working to keep migrants safe and to seek solutions to prevent people from leaving their places of origin.
The letter said Church workers would continue its efforts
on behalf of migrants in all the countries involved. It also said
they would continue working on development assistance,
particularly for children, families and the poorest of the poor;
as well as toward restoring the social fabric and offering a
welcome to migrants in the Church’s many migrant centers.
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Pope Meets Sex Abuse Victims,
Says Clergy Actions Cloaked in Complicity
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Asking for forgiveness, Pope Francis
told abuse survivors that “despicable actions” caused by clergy have been hidden for too long and had been “camouflaged with a complicity that cannot be
explained.”
“There is no place in the Church’s
ministry for those who commit these
abuses, and I commit myself not to tolerate harm done to a minor by any individual, whether a cleric or not,” and to
hold all bishops accountable for protecting young people, the pope said during a
special early morning Mass for six survivors of abuse by clergy. The Mass and
private meetings held later with each individual took place in the Domus Sanctae Marthae – the pope’s residence and a
Vatican guesthouse where the survivors
also stayed.
In a lengthy homily in Spanish July
7, the pope thanked the three men and
three women – two each from Ireland,
the United Kingdom and Germany – for
coming to the Vatican to meet with him.
The Vatican provided its own translations of the unscripted homily.
The pope praised their courage for
speaking out about their abuse, saying
that telling the truth “was a service of
love, since for us it shed light on a terrible darkness in the life of the Church.”
The pope said the scandal of abuse
caused him “deep pain and suffering. So
much time hidden, camouflaged with a
complicity that cannot be explained.”
He called sex abuse a “crime and
grave sin,” that was made even worse
when carried out by clergy.
“This is what causes me distress and
pain at the fact that some priests and
bishops, by sexually abusing minors”
violated the innocence of children and
their own vocation to God, he said.
“It is something more than despicable
actions. It is like a sacrilegious cult, because these boys and girls had been entrusted to the priestly charism in order
to be brought to God. And those people
sacrificed them to the idol of concupiscence,” the pope said.
He begged for forgiveness “for the
sins of omission on the part of the
Church leaders who did not respond
adequately to reports of abuse,” adding that the neglect not only caused the
victims more suffering, “it endangered
other minors who were at risk.”
The pope asked God “for the grace to
weep, the grace for the Church to weep
and make reparations for her sons and
daughters who betrayed their mission,
who abused innocent persons” and left
life-long scars.
He told the men and women sitting
in the pews that God loved them and he
prayed that “the remnants of the darkness which touched you may be healed.”
In an effort to help the abuse survivors
heal, the pope met individually with
each one, accompanied by a loved one
or family member and a translator, Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, the Vatican spokesman, told journalists.
The pope spent a total of three hours
and twenty minutes in closed-door talks
with each person, Father Lombardi said.
The Jesuit priest said the men and
women were visibly moved by the Mass
and meetings and had “felt listened to,”
and that the encounter was “something
positive on their journey” of healing.
The length and nature of the pope’s
very first meeting with abuse survivors
represent “a sign, a model, an example”
for the rest of the Church, that “listening
is needed” along with tangible efforts
for understanding and reconciliation, he
said.
Responding to critics that the July 7
meeting and Mass were ineffectual and
part of a publicity stunt, Father Lom-

bardi said that if people had been able to
see, as he had, the reactions of the men
and women who took part in the private
gathering, “it was clear that it was absolutely not a public relations event.”
The raw emotion on people’s faces,
including the pope’s, as well as his
strongly worded homily, all showed the
effort had been about “a dialogue with
a pastor and father who tries to understand deeply” the wrongs that have been
committed and the need “to be honest
about reality,” the Vatican spokesman
said.
It was the first time Pope Francis
met directly with a group of victims of
clerical abuse, following a tradition begun by his predecessor, Pope Benedict
XVI, who met with victims for the first
time as pope in 2008 during a visit to

Washington, D.C. The retired pope subsequently met with other victims during his pastoral visits to Sydney, Malta,
Great Britain and Germany.
Pope Francis asked Cardinal Sean
P. O’Malley of Boston – the head of a
new Vatican commission on protecting
minors – to help organize the early July
encounter.
The Pontifical Commission for the
Protection of Minors, which the pope
established in December, met July 6 at
the Vatican. They discussed expanding
the number of members, especially from
Africa and Asia, before the next meeting in October, Father Lombardi said.
The commission also said it was necessary to set up a permanent and staffed
“working office” at the Vatican, he said.
The commission, which currently has

eight members, including a survivor of
clerical sex abuse, mental health professionals and experts in civil andCchurch
law, is tasked with laying out a pastoral
approach to helping victims and preventing abuse.
In his homily, the pope said he was
looking to the commission to help the
Church “develop better policies and
procedures” for protecting minors.
“We will continue to exercise vigilance in priestly formation,” the pope
told the victims, and “we need to do
everything in our power to ensure that
these sins have no place in the Church.”
Just as Jesus told Peter to feed his
sheep, the pope said, “I would add, ‘Let
no wolf enter the sheepfold.’”

Text of Pope’s Homily During
Mass with Survivors of Clerical Sex Abuse
Catholic News Service
Here is the Vatican’s English translation of the homily
Pope Francis gave in Spanish July 7 during a Mass with
victims of clerical sexual abuse:
The scene where Peter sees Jesus emerge after a terrible
interrogation.... Peter whose eyes meet the gaze of Jesus
and weeps.... This scene comes to my mind as I look at
you, and think of so many men and women, boys and girls.
I feel the gaze of Jesus and I ask for the grace to weep,
the grace for the church to weep and make reparation for
her sons and daughters who betrayed their mission, who
abused innocent persons. Today, I am very grateful to you
for having traveled so far to come here.
For some time now I have felt in my heart deep pain
and suffering. So much time hidden, camouflaged with a
complicity that cannot be explained until someone realized that Jesus was looking and others the same ... and they
set about to sustain that gaze.
And those few who began to weep have touched our conscience for this crime and grave sin. This is what causes
me distress and pain at the fact that some priests and bishops, by sexually abusing minors, violated their innocence
and their own priestly vocation. It is something more than
despicable actions. It is like a sacrilegious cult, because
these boys and girls had been entrusted to the priestly
charism in order to be brought to God. And those people
sacrificed them to the idol of their own concupiscence.
They profane the very image of God in whose likeness we
were created. Childhood, as we all know, young hearts, so
open and trusting, have their own way of understanding
the mysteries of God’s love and are eager to grow in the
faith. Today the heart of the Church looks into the eyes of
Jesus in these boys and girls and wants to weep; she asks
the grace to weep before the execrable acts of abuse which
have left life-long scars.
I know that these wounds are a source of deep and often
unrelenting emotional and spiritual pain, and even despair.
Many of those who have suffered in this way have also
sought relief in the path of addiction. Others have experienced difficulties in significant relationships, with parents,
spouses and children. Suffering in families has been especially grave, since the damage provoked by abuse affects
these vital family relationships.
Some have even had to deal with the terrible tragedy of
the death of a loved one by suicide. The deaths of these
so beloved children of God weigh upon the heart and my
conscience and that of the whole church. To these families I express my heartfelt love and sorrow. Jesus, tortured
and interrogated with passionate hatred, is taken to another place and he looks out. He looks out upon one of
his own torturers, the one who denied him, and he makes
him weep. Let us implore this grace together with that of
making amends.
Sins of clerical sexual abuse against minors have a toxic
effect on faith and hope in God. Some of you have held
fast to faith, while for others the experience of betrayal
and abandonment has led to a weakening of faith in God.
Your presence here speaks of the miracle of hope, which
prevails against the deepest darkness. Surely it is a sign
of God's mercy that today we have this opportunity to encounter one another, to adore God, to look in one another’s
eyes and seek the grace of reconciliation.
Before God and his people I express my sorrow for the
sins and grave crimes of clerical sexual abuse committed

against you. And I humbly ask forgiveness.
I beg your forgiveness, too, for the sins of omission on
the part of Church leaders who did not respond adequately
to reports of abuse made by family members, as well as
by abuse victims themselves. This led to even greater suffering on the part of those who were abused and it endangered other minors who were at risk.
On the other hand, the courage that you and others have
shown by speaking up, by telling the truth, was a service
of love, since for us it shed light on a terrible darkness in
the life of the church. There is no place in the Church’s
ministry for those who commit these abuses, and I commit myself not to tolerate harm done to a minor by any
individual, whether a cleric or not. All bishops must carry
out their pastoral ministry with the utmost care in order to
help foster the protection of minors, and they will be held
accountable.
What Jesus says about those who cause scandal applies
to all of us: the millstone and the sea (cf. Mt 18:6).
By the same token we will continue to exercise vigilance
in priestly formation. I am counting on the members of
the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors,
all minors, whatever religion they belong to, they are little
flowers which God looks lovingly upon.
I ask this support so as to help me ensure that we develop better policies and procedures in the universal Church
for the protection of minors and for the training of church
personnel in implementing those policies and procedures.
We need to do everything in our power to ensure that these
sins have no place in the Church.
Dear brothers and sisters, because we are all members of
God’s family, we are called to live lives shaped by mercy.
The Lord Jesus, our Savior, is the supreme example of
this; though innocent, he took our sins upon himself on the
cross. To be reconciled is the very essence of our shared
identity as followers of Jesus Christ. By turning back to
him, accompanied by our most holy Mother, who stood
sorrowing at the foot of the cross, let us seek the grace of
reconciliation with the entire people of God. The loving
intercession of Our Lady of Tender Mercy is an unfailing
source of help in the process of our healing.
You and all those who were abused by clergy are loved
by God. I pray that the remnants of the darkness which
touched you may be healed by the embrace of the Child
Jesus and that the harm which was done to you will give
way to renewed faith and joy.
I am grateful for this meeting. And please pray for me,
so that the eyes of my heart will always clearly see the
path of merciful love, and that God will grant me the courage to persevere on this path for the good of all children
and young people. Jesus comes forth from an unjust trial,
from a cruel interrogation and he looks in the eyes of Peter, and Peter weeps. We ask that he look at us and that we
allow ourselves to be looked upon and to weep and that he
give us the grace to be ashamed, so that, like Peter, forty
days later, we can reply: “You know that I love you”; and
hear him say: “Go back and feed my sheep” – and I would
add – “Let no wolf enter the sheepfold.”

July 18, 2014 • The Catholic Witness - 13

Festivals & Picnics in the Diocese
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Conewago will hold its old-fashioned picnic in the Basilica’s Picnic Woods July 19 from 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Homemade
chicken corn soup made outside in kettles over a fire, live entertainment from
“River’s Bend Band,” family-style fried chicken dinner begins at 3 p.m. Kids’
games, raffles, bingo, 13-jars, hot dogs, hamburgers, french fries, homemade
baked goods table, and more. Bring your lawn chair for a day of good food,
good entertainment and good people! For more information, call the parish office at 717-637-2721.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish in Harrisburg will hold its annual Slavic Fest July 20 from noon-9 p.m. Homemade Eastern European foods, eat in
or take out. Polka bands, church tours, world class iconography, chanting &
singing demonstrations, an Eastern European market, games, bingo, 50 theme
baskets and cash raffles. Free admission and parking. Call 717-652-1415 or
visit www.stannbyz.org.  
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its Parish Picnic on Aug. 1 from
5 p.m.-midnight, and Aug. 2 from 4 p.m.-midnight. Homemade food, bake
sale, yard sale, auction baskets, children’s games. Friday’s entertainment by
“Joe Stanky and his Cadets” from 7-11 p.m. Saturday’s entertainment by “The
Shoreliners” from 7-11 p.m. Fireworks display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in
cash prizes.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Roaring Creek will hold its annual picnic
on the church grounds Aug. 1 and 2 from 6-11 p.m. Friday features music by
“Parrotbeach,” and Saturday features music by “The 60s Boys.” Great food and
dancing nightly. No coolers allowed on property.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra will hold its summer festival Aug. 1 and 2
from 6-11 p.m., featuring bingo, theme gift baskets, homemade food, a bake
sale and games of skill and chance. Visit the flea market, with thousands of
household items. Bring your lawn chair to enjoy live entertainment both nights.
St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will hold its Italian festival Aug. 1-3 on the
church grounds. Hours are 4-9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and noon-5 p.m. Sun-

day. Music by “The Shoreliners” on Friday, “Polka Punch” on Saturday, and
“Live Entertainment” on Sunday. The festival features basket and cash raffles,
a craft stand, kids’ games, games of change, and an adult beverage pavilion. A
pasta dinner will be served Sunday. Food includes halushki, porkette, fireballs,
deep fried ravioli and pierogi, potato pancakes, wedding soup, baked goods, ice
cream and other festival foods.
St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 17th annual Parish Festival on
Aug. 8 and 9 on the grounds located in the rear of the church. Free entertainment nightly, delicious ethnic foods, games, prizes, raffles and basket booth.
Christ the King Church in Benton will hold its annual picnic at Knoebels
Amusement Resort on Aug. 17. Meet at Pavilion P-5 beginning at noon. Christ
the King will supply the hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks. Attendees are asked
to bring salads and desserts. For information, call Christ the King Mission at
570-925-6969.
The Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic will be held Aug. 23 from noon until
dusk, rain or shine, at the picnic grove at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish in Orrtanna.
Home cooked family-style ham and chicken dinners will be served all day. Price
is $9.50 for adults; $4.50 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are
free. The picnic has been a tradition for over 175 years. Nestled in the quaint
and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of
Mary Jemison in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games
for the children, drawings, bingo, music and good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012, 1095 Church Road,
Orrtanna, PA 17353.
Christ the King Church in Benton will have a stand at the Bloomsburg
Fair Sept. 20-28. Christ the King is a Mission Church of St. Columba Parish in
Bloomsburg. Look for our stand, across the corner from the education building
in the fairway. Our menu features the best homemade pierogies, haluski and
bean soup.

St. Anne School Donates
Pajamas for Pediatric Patients
For two weeks at the end of the school
year, students at St. Anne School in
Lancaster were showing up at school
with pajamas. They weren’t wearing
them, but bringing in new pajamas to
donate to the Conner M. Holland Foundation. The foundation, which was created by Conner’s parents after he lost
his battle to cancer at the age of 5, donates new pajamas to children who are
patients at Hershey Medical Center and
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
The idea to have a drive at St. Anne
came from fifth-grade teacher Bill
Traphagen, himself a pediatric cancer survivor. “A couple of months ago
for my daughter’s birthday, instead of
gifts, she asked for pajamas from her
classmates for the foundation,” said
Mr. Traphagen, who is a friend of Conner’s mother, Sheryl. “The idea to collect jammies was Conner’s. When he
was in the hospital, he would ask his
mother, ‘If this is where kids are sleep-

ing, why can’t they wear their pajamas?’ So they created Conner’s Comfy
PJ’s. Conner’s mother told me they
were low on pajamas. I knew the St.
Anne community would be more than
willing to support the project.”
The school decided to ask students to
bring in new pajamas in sizes 2T to 17.
The children definitely responded and
by the end of the collection drive, more
than 150 pairs of pajamas had been collected.
“The families at St. Anne School always respond when we ask them,” said
Suzanne Wood, principal. “This project
really touched our heart because it was
children providing comfort to other
children, helping to make them feel
more comfortable while in the hospital.”
Sheryl Holland, Conner’s mother,
came to the school to accept the pajamas on behalf of the Foundation, www.
cmhollandfoundation.org.
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Student Maddie Smith, left, and teacher Bill Traphagen, right, present several of
the 150 pairs of pajamas collected for pediatric patients to Sheryl Holland and her
daughter Julia.

Camp Kirchenwald
~ August 10-15

Summer Camp for
Catholic Boy Scouts and Scouters

The Diocese of Harrisburg will sponsor its annual summer camp for adults with mental disabilities Aug.10-15 at
Camp Kirchenwald, near Hershey. The camp is designed for
adults, ages 18 and older, with mild to moderate mental retardation and no significant behavioral problems. Camperships
are available. For further information, contact the Diocesan
Family Ministries Office at 717-657-4804, or e-mail familyministries@hbgdiocese.org.
Full-time and part-time male volunteers are needed to staff
the summer camp at Camp Kirchenwald. No experience is
necessary, but those with experience in fishing, camping, hiking and arts and crafts are especially welcome. Attendance at
training is required for all new volunteers. If interested, contact the Diocesan Family Ministries Office at 717-657-4804,
or e-mail vlaskowski@hbgdiocese.org.

July 19-25, 2015 • Camp Tuckahoe, Dillsburg
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is going to summer
camp, and invites Boy Scouts and Scouters to come along!
Plan now to join in what promises to be an exciting and faithaffirming week. Space is expected to fill quickly for this first-ever
DCCS event. An early registration waiting-list opened June 1,
2014, and reservations will be confirmed starting in August.
This week will include all of the traditional Scouting events and
advancement opportunities and is open to Scouts of all faiths. Details about the Catholic activities to be offered, and the registration
process, are now available on the DCCS website, available under
the Youth tab of the diocesan website, www.hbgdiocese.org. Or, contact Patrick McCormack at patrick.a.mccormack@gmail.com for more
information.
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St. Francis Xavier Parish to Host Annual
‘Best Three Nights of Summer’ on Theology of the Body
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes:
BERWICK – St. Joseph: Anna
Rose Fetterman.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Pearl L. Bolinsky, Leona M. Doyle.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick:
Barbara Goodman, Dorothy E.
Kriete.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Waltraud “Jo” Lyons.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady
of Hope: Alverta Dapra, Charles
Korzenaski, Colleen Lauer.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:
Christina L. Criswell, Teresa A.
Dillon, James E. Newman, Aaron
Elliot Weiss.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Sarah Cigic, Gerald
Panza; St. Francis of Assisi:
Antonio
Melendez-Ortiz, Mary Louise
Travick; St. Margaret Mary:
Margaret Uckele.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Raymond Hodrick.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
Louis Bonaccolta.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Rose M.
Sheely.
MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Patrick
Hephner, Tyler Mangus; St. Joseph:
Francis B. Mattos.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven
Sorrows BVM: Grace Smink.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip
the Apostle: Bernard Dangelmaier,
Patricia Dunn-Wiggins, Margaret
Winnerling.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Eleanor Kowaleski.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: William McFadden.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X:
Kenneth Bloom.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Josephine Baranoski, Raymond
Hodrick, Theresa Salwocki,
Eleanor Shebelski, Theresa
Venarchick, Michael Zambordino.
SHIPPENSBURG – Our Lady
of the Visitation: Shirley Ann
Bandy, Rallin “Lee” Peck.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Theresa Rossi, George Zilinski.
WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred
Heart of Jesus: James Carroll.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Edith Brickner; St. Rose of
Lima: Virginia Miklaucic, Joseph
Russo.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in July and August
during the past 25 years:
July
Deacon Harold Alden, 1991
Deacon Joseph Broussard, 1992
Father Joseph Ceponis, 1997
Msgr. Joseph Kealy, 1997
Father Charles Procopio, 1997
Deacon Joseph Sahd, 1998.
Msgr. Cletus Wagman, 2001
Father Joseph Coyne, 2001
Deacon Gerard Kole, 2002
Father Ramon Rivera-Lopez, 2007
Father Daniel Mahoney, 2007
August
Father Thomas Simpson, 1990
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012
Deacon Frank Eckman, 2012

La Santa Messa Per La Natività
Della Beata Vergine Maria
Italian Mass for the Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, September 7 at 2:30 p.m.
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, Celebrant and Homilist
The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee will provide a reception after
Mass in the social hall.
Please bring a donation of nonperishable food items to the Mass, which
will be given to the less fortunate of our community.
For more information, contact Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420, or
Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698 or disanto1@comcast.net.

Some tantalizing questions raised by the “Theology of the Body” series of teachings
by St. John Paul II will be answered by Ann Marie Kalloz during the “Best Three Nights
Of Summer” hosted by St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg July 21-23. The event is
scheduled to take place at Lake Heritage Community Room each evening from 7-8:30 p.m.
The questions Mrs. Kalloz will address include “How can the body be theology?” “What
will heaven be like?” and “Is conjugal union really liturgical?”
A trained nurse, Mrs. Kalloz has served as the Sexuality Education Coordinator at St.
Francis Xavier since 1984. She has developed a parent-child and classroom sexuality education program, a communications skills program, and a peer mediation program for children in kindergarten through grade eight.
Since 1996, she has trained and mentored more than 1,200 young people to teach chastity education for grades 7 through 11 for nine parishes and six schools in Adams Deanery
of Catholic churches.
She has taught workshops for the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington Theological Seminary, the Diocese of Harrisburg, the Theology of the Body International Alliance, and many churches.
Mrs. Kalloz is currently completing work on certification through the Theology of the
Body Institute in Downingtown, Pa.
Catechetical certificates from the Harrisburg Diocese will be available for those interested.
“I hope that through these Three Best Nights of Summer that participants more fully
realize that God loves them personally and He desires to touch them in real and tangible
ways,” Mrs. Kalloz stated.
Walt Tuchalski, Hospitality Chairman for St. Francis Xavier Parish, will provide an offering of food and drinks. There is no admission charge. Non-Lake Heritage residents who
wish to attend are asked to check in at the gate and let the attendant know they’re going to
the Community Room.

St. Joseph Parish in Hanover Holds Town Hall
Meeting to Explore Options for Expansion
The parishioners of St. Joseph Parish in Hanover gathered June 17 to discuss potential
options to expand the Msgr. Gribbin Parish Center. Recent studies performed by the parish
identified the need for additional space.
St. Joseph Parish is a thriving community and continues to grow. The Msgr. Gribbin Parish Center functions as a site for many of the parish organizations, including the School of
Religious Instruction and Saint Joseph Middle School.
An expansion of the parish center has been suggested in order to adequately meet the
emergent needs of the parish. The possibility of moving St. Joseph Elementary School,
located on Baltimore Street, is also under consideration. No decision has been made regarding that issue at this time.
Due to the large number of organizations affected by the prospective expansion, the
town hall meeting provided an opportunity for the parishioners of St. Joseph to voice their
concerns.
Parish Council President Beth McMaster led the open forum, citing the need for more
classrooms for the parish’s growing School of Religious Instruction (SRI) and parish organizations. The parish is currently exploring the possibility of adding four rooms for these
purposes while the study of the St. Joseph School location continues. Msgr. James Lyons,
pastor of St. Joseph’s, emphasized that no decision regarding the location of St. Joseph
School has been made at this time.
A “Fact Sheet” listing the reasons for expansion and costs for various expansion options
was distributed to those in attendance. The meeting was recorded and minutes will be
available to the congregation. A panel consisting of the Pastor, the Expansion Exploratory
Committee, Parish Council Members and the Finance Council Members took questions
from audience participants.
St. Joseph Parish was established in 1864 and continues to serve as a diverse parish of
Catholics who are united in their beliefs. For more information, visit the parish website,
www.stjosephparishhanover.org, or call the parish office at 717-637-5236.

Holy Spirit Hospital Excels in Patient Safety,
Awarded an “A” in Spring 2014 Hospital Safety Score
Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill was honored with an “A” grade in the latest update to
the Hospital Safety Score, which rates how well hospitals protect patients from accidents,
errors, injuries and infections. The Hospital Safety Score is compiled under the guidance of
the nation’s leading experts on patient safety and is administered by The Leapfrog Group
(Leapfrog), an independent industry watchdog. The first and only hospital safety rating to
be peer-reviewed in the Journal of Patient Safety, the Score is free to the public and designed to give consumers information they can use to protect themselves and their families
when facing a hospital stay.
“We are proud that Holy Spirit Hospital has once again been recognized with an ‘A’
grade on the Hospital Safety Score,” said Joseph A. Torchia, MD, Senior Vice President
and Chief Medical Officer, Holy Spirit Hospital. “This extraordinary achievement demonstrates Holy Spirit’s continued commitment to providing high quality care in the safest
environment for every patient, every day, every time.”
“I congratulate all of our employees for their focus on providing our patients with safe,
high quality care,” said Susan McQuade, Director, Quality and Organizational Performance, Holy Spirit Hospital. “Together, we earned this ‘A’ for providing our patients with
the very best care.”
“Safety should come first for our families when we pick a hospital, because errors and
infections are common and deadly,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of The Leapfrog
Group, which produces the Hospital Safety Score. “No hospital is perfect, but we congratulate the Board, clinicians, administration, and staff of Holy Spirit Hospital for achieving an ‘A’ and showing us that you made the well-being of you patients your top priority.”
Calculated under the guidance of Leapfrog’s Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, the Hospital
Safety Score uses 28 measures of publicly available hospital safety data to produce a single
“A,” “B,” “C,” “D,” or “F” score representing a hospital’s overall capacity to keep patients
safe from preventable harm. More than 2,500 U.S. general hospitals were assigned scores
in spring 2014, with about 32-percent receiving an “A” grade. The Hospital Safety Score
is fully transparent, and its website offers a full analysis of the data and methodology used
in determining grades.
To see how Holy Spirit Hospital’s score compares locally and nationally, and to access
safety tips for patients and their loved ones, visit the Hospital Safety Score website at
www.hospitalsafetyscore.org. Consumers can also go to www.hospitalsafetyscore.org for
a free download of the Hospital Safety Score app.
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are available, starting at $100 for a hole sponsorship, and more
comprehensive sponsorship opportunities are available. Full
details can be found at www.knightsgolftournament.com.

Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

A Novena to St. Anne, the mother of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, will take place at Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton beginning July 18 at 7 p.m. with a hymn, prayers and Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, and concluding after the 5 p.m. Mass on July
26, the Feast of Sts. Joachim and Anne. Novena prayers will be
prayed after the 5 p.m. Mass on July 19, and takes place at 7 p.m.
all other evenings except for July 26, following the 5 p.m. Mass.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated
July 20 at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace--Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Steelton. The Mass will be a memorial Mass for Croatian Franciscan Friar, Father Jozo Cuic, former
pastor of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, who
died on June 17 in London, Ontario, Canada.
Masses in the Polish language will be celebrated
July 20 and Aug. 17 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré Church in
Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard in English and Polish after
Mass.
The Magnificat Prayer Group welcomes all to a
Charismatic Mass with prayers for healing at 7 p.m. on July 24 at
St. Joseph Church in York. Prelude music will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Prayer teams will be available for personal prayer following the
Mass. For more information, contact Lynne at 717-843-7033, Paul
at 717-757-3441, or check out the bulletin board outside of the
church office or the parish website, www.sjy.org.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated by
the Rev. Dubravko Turalija on Aug. 3 at 11 a.m. at Cibort Park in
Bressler.
Mass with prayer for healing will be celebrated by Father Jordan Hite at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland Aug. 5
at 7:30 p.m. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and
Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For information, call Mary Ann at
717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.
The annual Novena in honor of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred Heart
Church in Lancaster from Aug. 6-14. The Novena consists of the
recitation of the rosary and special novena prayers. It takes about
30 minutes. It will be held each evening at 7 p.m., except on Saturday, when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass. The Novena this year
will include your special intentions and for world peace.
A Rosary for America and the world is prayed on
the square in New Oxford every second Saturday of the month at
noon. The next date is Aug. 9.

Education, Enrichment & Support

Theology on Tap in Harrisburg hits the roof this
summer. Adults ages 21-39 – single, married, practicing Catholics
and those still searching – are invited to “Summer Socials” up on
the roof of Ceolta’s on 2nd Street in Harrisburg. “The Thatch,” as
this open-air rooftop bar is called, is the perfect location to kick
back and socialize with other young adults from the Harrisburg
area. Theology on Tap sessions will be held there at 6:30 p.m. on
July 24 and Aug. 21. For more information, and to RSVP, go to the
Theology on Tap - Harrisburg group on Facebook or http://www.
stjosephmech.org/adult-education/theology-on-tap/.
St. Pius X Parish in Selinsgrove is beginning a social
ministry entitled “WinDowS” for people of all ages and faiths who
are widowed, divorced, or single. The gatherings will be held
the first Monday of every month for an evening meal at various
restaurants and/or church halls. The first meeting will be Aug. 4 at
6 p.m. at Hoss’s Restaurant located on Route11/15 in Shamokin
Dam. Other events will be planned at the group’s discretion. If
interested in attending the first gathering, contact Nadine Lawton
at 570-473-3527 or 570-809-0245.
St. Joseph Parish in Danville will be hosting a
Theology on Tap event at Reichart’s Mardigras, 1416 Montour
Blvd., Danville, on Aug. 7. The event will begin at 6 p.m. with time
to socialize with others. Speaker will begin at 7 p.m. The topic
for the night will be “Entertaining the Catholic Conscience.” The
speaker for the evening will be Erin Cupp, a wife, mother, lay
Dominican and author. For more information, contact Shelly at
570-441-2209.
Dr. Scott Hahn, Professor of Theology and Scripture at
Franciscan University of Steubenville, will host a conference at
New Oxford High School in the auditorium Aug. 30 from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. The event is sponsored by Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in New Oxford. Cost of the conference
is $15 per person, and includes lunch. Register in advance by
contacting Pete Socks at pete.socks@gmail.com or 717-634-4961
and leave a message.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

The 36th annual Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat will
be held Aug. 1-3 at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Md. The theme is “Pope Francis and the New Evangelization.”
The retreat, sponsored by Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg, will be led by Msgr. Stuart Swetland, Vice President for
Catholic Identity and Mission at Mount St. Mary’s. The retreat is
open to men ages 14 and older. Men are encouraged to bring
their sons and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required toward the
total cost of $150. Reservations can be made through local parish
coordinators, or by calling Paul Little at 717-264-2577.

The Cursillo de Cursillos will take place Aug. 21-24 at
St. Mary of Providence Center in Elverson, Pa. All of those who
have made a Cursillo weekend in the past are encouraged to
attend. The Cursillo de Cursillos will enable you to delve deeper
into the spiritual and technical aspects of the Cursillo movement. It is the first time this event has been held in the history
of the Diocese of Harrisburg. To register online, visit http://www.
schoolofleadersharrisburg.org/cdc-event.php.
The annual retreat of the Harrisburg Ladies Retreat Club has been cancelled this year due to circumstances
beyond their control. However, another retreat is still taking place
Sept. 5-7 at the Villa of Our Lady of Mount Pocono. Women who
wish to join that group for the retreat should call Sister Damien or
Sister Bonaventa at 570-839-7217.
Join Father Kenneth Smith on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land from Nov. 2-12, 2014. The scriptures will come
alive on this journey to the roots of our faith. Tour includes: daily
Mass at holy sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in
first class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee), breakfast and dinner
daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach transportation from Abbottstown and Mechanicsburg to
New York JFK Airport, roundtrip airfare from New York JFK to Tel
Aviv on nonstop flights with Delta Airlines, and more, for $3,459
per person/double occupancy. A reservation deposit of $300 is
due by July 28. For complete details, contact Karen Hurley at
k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours at (800)
566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com.
Travel with Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, on a pilgrimage
to Fatima and Lourdes with Proximo Travel from May 21-June 2,
2015. Visit Paris, Lourdes, Lisieux, Fatima, the Shrine of Montserrat and Barcelona. Cost is $4,499, airfare and all-included.
Find more information at www.proximotravel.com or contact
Father Marcoe for details at 717-259-0611.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Harrisburg Catholic Social Singles (ages
35-65) will meet over the summer for various outings to include
mini golf and plays. For information, contact Dan Matarrese at
DGMatarrese@yahoo.com or 717-236-8149.
St. Richard Parish in Manheim will hold a yard sale
July 18 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-8 p.m., and July 19 from 7
a.m.-1 p.m. The yard sale will feature household items, toys,
books, small furniture, Christmas and baby items, baked goods,
hot dogs and beef BBQ.
A pancake breakfast will take place July 20 from 8
a.m.-noon at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield.
Tickets will be sold at the door. Breakfast costs $6 for adults, $3
for children 6-12. For information, call 717-642-8815.
St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in
Hershey will hold a rummage sale and flea market Aug. 1 from
8 a.m.- 3 p.m. and Aug. 2 from 8-11 a.m. in the school cafeteria. There will be bargains galore, clothing, household items,
jewelry, books, games, puzzles, toys, knick-knacks and more. All
proceeds go to charity.
A chicken barbecue for the benefit of Holy Trinity Parish
in Columbia, will be held Aug. 9 from 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. with two
sites for pick-up: Holy Trinity parking lot and Susquehanna Fire
company at Tenth and Manor Streets. Dinner cost is $7 and, half
a chicken costs $5.
The Lebanon Catholic Athletic Association Golf
Classic will be held at Royal Oaks Golf Club Aug. 17. Shotgun
start at 1 p.m. Tournament benefits athletic programs at Lebanon
Catholic School. Cost is $80 per player, and includes golf, cart,
lunch voucher and dinner. Contact Royal Oaks Golf Club at
717-274-2212 or Jason Eisenhauer at 717-838-8050 or Jason@
londonderrylimo.com. For a printable registration form, visit www.
lebanoncatholicschool.org. Chances are also being sold for $5
for the annual Golf Ball Drop to win up to $2,500.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will host a Lobster Fest Aug. 23. Lobster orders are being
taken now, for live lobsters at a cost of $13, and steam lobsters
for $15 (must be picked up between 2-4 p.m. Aug. 23). Dinners
cost $25 and include whole Maine Lobster, potatoes, corn on the
cob, and two beverage tickets. Served 6-8 p.m., no take-outs.
Additional lobster may be added for $13. All lobsters must be
pre-ordered. Other food will be available at the event. Basket
raffle, raffles, children’s activities, entertainment by the Blind
Chitlin Kahunas from 7-10 p.m. For more information, or to place
an order, call 570-672-2302 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday,
or e-mail sheila@qmhr.net.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville
will hold its annual Coach and Cash Bingo, featuring 100%
authentic Coach bags and cash, Aug. 24 at St. Vincent DePaul
Parish in Hanover. Doors open at 12:45 p.m. and bingo starts
at 2 p.m. Donation is $20 for 21 games. Door prizes and raffles,
food is available. Call Sandy Keller at 717-334-3512 or the parish
office at 717-334-2510 for tickets.
The Knights of Columbus of St Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg are hosting the 11th annual Frank
Gawronski Golf Tournament on Sept. 5 at Armitage Golf Course
in Camp Hill. Proceeds from this event go to St Joseph School.
We are looking for both golfers and sponsors for the tournament. The $85 fee to play includes golf cart, green fees, lunch
and plenty of prizes and contests. Sponsorships for businesses

St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle will host a benefit
concert for the Missionaries of the Poor, presenting for the first
time in central Pennsylvania, Father Ho Lung, MOP, and Friends
in the concert Praise Him! It will be held Sept. 6 at 7 p.m., and
Sept. 7 at 1 p.m. at St. Patrick Activity Center, 87 Marsh Drive
in Carlisle. Pre-paid reservations: confirmed at the door (date
of the concert). Family: $50, adult $25 and children $15. Mail
number of prepaid reservations and check made out to: Saint
Patrick Church, and write in memo line “Concert,” and mail to:
Saint Patrick Church, 152 E. Pomfret Street, Carlisle, PA 17013.
The Missionaries of the Poor, Founding Father, Father Richard
Ho Lung, MOP and band of singers Friends, offer their talents in
giving to the poor through their music of praise. The Missionaries of the Poor care for more than 3,000 residents, the most
destitute in the world, in Haiti, Jamaica, Philippines, Africa, India
and outreach centers in North Carolina. All proceeds will aid
their works and the ministries of the Missionaries’ of the Poor.
For more information, contact Lynn Ditlow at 717-243-4599 or
Lcoachdit@comcast.net, or Jeanne Pearson at 717-249-9024 or
pearson61@embarqmail.com.

Parish & Organization News

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a ministry of the Cathedral
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, needs the following: XL and
up clothing for men and women; domestics (sheets, towels,
blankets, quilts, pillows, curtains, etc.); DVDs; VHS tapes;
electronics; TVs (no consoles); small appliances; furniture (no
beds); lamps; large bags; office supplies. We have a drop-off
spot behind the shop on Susquehanna Street. Call us to tell us
you are at the drop-off spot at 717-234-2436.
St. Richard Parish in Manheim is seeking a Director
of Religious Education. Submit résumé to Father Steve Weitzel
at 201 Adele Ave., Manheim, PA 17545. If you have any questions, call 717-665-2465.
St. Anne Parish in Lancaster is in need of a Director
of Music. This position is responsible for planning, coordinating,
and executing the music program as it relates to the celebration
of parish liturgies. This position requires approximately 10 hours
per week of time, including weekends and evening hours. For
details, interested individuals may contact Father Norman Hohenwarter, pastor, by calling the parish office at 717-392-2225,
or submit a résumé to Father Hohenwarter at St. Anne Church,
929 N. Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 or FrNHohenwarter@
hbgdiocese.org.
Long-Term Substitute English Teacher needed
at York Catholic High School. Seeking to fill a part-time,
long-term substitute teaching position for English for grades
9-12. Requirements: PA Certification and related Bachelor
Degree in appropriate major.Interested candidates should submit
a diocesan application, résumé, and letter of interest to Principal
Katie Seufert, YCHS, 601 E. Springettsbury Ave, York PA 17403,
or kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. Recent clearances are required as
a condition of hiring.
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster is seeking
a part-time Coordinator of Religious Education for grades K-5.
Responsible for administering the Religious Education program
under the supervisory direction of the pastor. Position requires a
detail-oriented individual with excellent communication (oral and
written), organizational and interpersonal skills. Must be a Catholic in good standing and have a working knowledge of Church
teaching. Submit résumé to Sue Toole, St. John Neumann
Church, 601 E. Delp Road, Lancaster, PA 17601 or sue.toole@
sjnlancaster.org.
Wanted: Part-time Secretary/Bookkeeper for
Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Millersburg.
Duties would include general clerical skills and minor bookkeeping tasks with regard to bank deposits and accounts payable.
Need to know Microsoft Office. 10-12 hours per week. Contact
Father Darius Moss in the parish office at 717-692-3504.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Music Ministry in Lewistown is looking for a choir director for the adult choir. The choir
consists of an average of 20 members from high school age
and up. Responsibilities include leading three or four rehearsals
a month, directing at Masses and special services at which the
choir sings, and working with the parish music director in planning events and selecting music. The choir’s season runs from
mid-September through early May. Qualifications include the
ability to instruct and direct choral music (part singing) and leadership skills. Education in a music field strongly recommended.
Ability to provide accompaniment (piano and/or organ) is desired,
but not required. Salary commensurate with experience and abilities. Send letter of interest and résumé to Rev. William Weary,
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 9 N. Brown St., Lewistown, Pa.,
17044 or frweary@sacredheartlewistown.com. For questions
related to the position, contact Tony Hallinan, Music Director, at
717-248-9437 or aghdmh@verizon.net.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish and School in
Lewistown are seeking a part-time Director of Development to lead the future growth of the parish and school through
marketing, communication, fund raising activities, and alumni
and business relationships. The Director of Development should
be able to communicate the value of, and the need for, financial
commitments to our Catholic school and parish; write and edit
newsletters, promotional materials and grants; recruit and organize volunteers; electronically record and report on Development
activities. Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing, Communications,
Education or related field preferred, or a combination of experience and education in a comparable field. Practicing Catholic
preferred, or a background in working with non-profits desirable.
Salary commensurate with level of education and experience.
Send résumé and cover letter to Rev. William Weary at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish Office, 9 N. Brown St., Lewistown, Pa.,
17044, or frweary@sacredheartlewistown.com, or contact Sue
Parzanese at 717-447-2002.
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Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts
Presents Faith-Based Activities for Girls
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Inspired by the model of St.
Elizabeth, the mother of John the
Baptist, nearly 60 Girl Scouts at
a recent faith-based workshop eagerly completed a pro-life service
project for the newborns and mothers at The Birthplace at Holy Spirit
Hospital in Camp Hill.
Gathered around tables in the
hospital’s auditorium, Girl Scouts
of all ages knotted the edges of
pastel-printed baby blankets, created matching scarves for moms
and decorated bags for the gifts
they created. Then they packed the
gifts with a collection of items for
the infants.
“This project is a nice way to
help newborns and their moms, and
to give them something as they go
home from the hospital,” Girl Scout
Erica Minnich said as she tied the
final knots on a baby blanket.
“Being a Girl Scout allows you
to do service projects like this one,
and that’s good for people in need
and for the community,” she said.
The project was one of several
components of a recent workshop
hosted at Holy Spirit Hospital
by the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp
Fire. During the afternoon gathering, Girl Scouts were reaffirmed
in the values of volunteerism and
community service. They learned
about the life of St. Elizabeth and
her role in God’s plan for salvation,
had the opportunity to receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and
participated in a Mass in the hospital chapel. At the end of the day,
each girl was presented with the St.
Elizabeth Patch.
“We all need heroes in our lives,
and this workshop introduced the
girls to the model of St. Elizabeth,”
said Carolyn Pfeifer, Chair of the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl
Scouts and Camp Fire (DCCGSCF).
The workshop marks a kind of
resurgence of faith-based activities that the committee is offering
Girl Scouts and American Heritage
Girls on a more regular basis.
Aimed at promoting and encouraging Catholic Girl Scouts to
deepen their understanding of the
faith, the committee oversees religious recognition programs for Girl
Scouts and adult leaders, and hosts
an annual diocesan-wide Mass to
present awards. The committee, a
group of dedicated volunteers committed to offering faith-based opportunities for Catholic Girl Scouts,
also offers training for adult leaders
interested in Scouting. It is a ministry for the Diocesan Office for
Youth and Young Adult Ministry.
“Catholic Girl Scouting allows
our young Catholic girls to take the
values they learn in Scouting and

connect it to the faith,” said Elizabeth Mahoney, a Girl Scout leader
in the Lewisburg area and the
Religious Activities Chair of the
DCCGSCF. “The girls I’ve come
in contact with at the workshops or
in their efforts for religious medals have expressed the enjoyment
they receive from being able to talk
about their faith with their peers
and learn more about the teachings
of the Church.”
Mrs. Mahoney, who was a Girl
Scout from Brownie through high
school, and who became a Scout
leader when her daughter joined a
troop, has seen a recent increase in
the number of girls in her area who
participate in the various religious
programs that Catholic Girl Scouting offers.
For example, the Diocese of Harrisburg offers four national awards,
six diocesan awards and several
patches that Girl Scouts at all levels can earn.
Lucie Loftus, at age 20, is a lifetime member of the Girl Scouts.
She was part of the troop at St.
Catherine Labouré in Harrisburg
from first grade through high
school, and has earned several of
the religious medals.
“Those efforts required a time
commitment, and earning them
helped me to develop and strengthen my faith as I grew,” she said.
They also connected her to saints
whom she was previously unaware
of, like St. Gianna Beretta Molla, a
physician, a working mom, loving
wife and pro-life witness. In 1961,
she underwent surgery while pregnant to remove a uterine tumor, and

Maddie, a Daisy Scout, ties
the fringes of a baby blanket
during a religious workshop
at Holy Spirit Hospital, hosted by the Diocesan Catholic
Committee on Girl Scouts and
Camp Fire.
died seven months later after giving birth to her fourth child. She
was canonized in 2004. Miss Loftus now considers St. Gianna as a
patron saint.
Miss Loftus also earned the
prestigious Gold Award, the highest achievement in Girl Scouting,

through her work with a 12-week
self-esteem program for girls ages
7-17 in inner-city Harrisburg.
“The goal of the program was to
help these young women see themselves in a more positive light,”
Miss Loftus explained. “Even now,
as I visit the group, they continue
to emphasize their worth, their dignity, their beauty, and their love for
themselves. I’ve seen a change in
the way they treat each other too,
with more kindness and respect.”
“There is definitely a connection
between the values found in Girl
Scouting and the Catholic faith,”
she added. “The various religious
projects available to Girl Scouts
go even further in connecting the
two.”
Reflecting Catholic Values
In the past few years, some concerns have been expressed regarding Girl Scouts of the USA and influences from organizations whose
views conflict with the teachings of
the Catholic Church.
The Diocese of Harrisburg, in
2012, released a position statement, expressing that “The
DCCGSCF relationship with the
Girl Scouts in the local Heart of
Pennsylvania Council is one of
helping young women build character, become leaders, and grow
spiritually. We have been assured
there is no structural, strategic or
economic relationship to any organization that opposes Catholic
Moral Teaching. The DCCGSCF
in no way endorses or promotes
organizations or issues not directly
related to Girl Scouting.”
Links to this statement and other
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Girl Scouts from Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill display one of the baby blankets they created
during a recent faith-based workshop where they earned the St. Elizabeth Patch.

documents on the subject can be
found at www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/catholicscouting/.
The Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire
works to ensure that its programs
reflect Catholic values.
“Our committee has wonderful, dedicated women who feel
called to expand the religious
learning opportunities for Catholic
Girl Scouts through the workshops,
retreats and programs offered,”
said Zoe Loftus, Secretary of the
DCCGSCF.
Girl Scouts who belong to troops
that are not affiliated with a parish
are welcome to attend the diocesan
events and pursue the medals and
patches, she pointed out. To attend
a workshop or retreat, these individuals would need a permission
slip, a release form and a health
form, which are easily accessible
from the committee.
“For Scout leaders or parents
looking for an opportunity for Girl
Scouts to learn more about their
faith, attending one of our workshops is ideal,” Mrs. Loftus said.
Leaders and parents are also welcome to attend, to share information and ideas about programs.
Upcoming workshops are scheduled for Nov. 8, 2014, and Jan. 24,
2015 at the Cardinal Keeler Center
in Harrisburg, and will be in a format similar to the one held at Holy
Spirit Hospital earlier this year.
Information about these activities
will be posted at the Girl Scouts
page at www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/catholicscouting/ and in The Catholic Witness as the dates draw near.
“Our goal is to bring Catholic
Girl Scouts closer to the Catholic
faith,” Mrs. Mahoney said. “It is
important for the girls to have the
opportunity to talk about their faith
among their peers in a positive
spiritual environment.”
At the workshop held for the St.
Elizabeth Patch, Girl Scout Caroline Buell of Good Shepherd Parish
in Camp Hill spoke of the various
service projects she has participated in because of Scouting: creating gift boxes for service men
and women, donating food to soup
kitchens, and planting trees.
“Girl Scout service is a great
gift that allows us to help people in
need and help the community,” she
said. “Being a Catholic Girl Scout
also allows you to be who God
made you to be.”
That’s the message that the Diocesan Catholic Committee for
Girl Scouts and Camp Fire wants
to share.
“The values these girls learn today contribute to the person they
are and the person they will be,”
Mrs. Pfeifer said.

Religious Recognitions for Girl Scouts
The Diocese of Harrisburg offers four national awards, six
diocesan awards and several patches for Girl Scouts. Find information for these and other recognitions online under the
Catholic Scouting link at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.
Program booklets and medals are available through the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry.
Angel on My Shoulder (Grades K-2): Shows girls how
God has given each of us a special protector, who helps us to
do the right thing.
Child of Mary (Grades 1-2): Helps girls to realize that
Mary was a little girl like themselves and shows them how
Mary grew to be the Mother of God.
Family of God (Grades 2-3): This national program was
developed to help girls grow as members of their family and
the parish. They explore a wide range of activities to discover
the presence of God in their daily lives.
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha (Grades 3-5): Gives girls an
opportunity to strengthen their commitment to a Christian
lifestyle by following Kateri as a role model.

Child of Mary II (Grades 4-6): Helps other youth realize
that Mary was once a young person like themselves and that
she has a special place in her heart for youth.
Holy Family (Grades 4-6): Promotes advancement in religious knowledge and spiritual formation and helps girls become aware of God’s presence in their lives, home and community.
I Live My Faith (Grades 4-6): A national program planned
to help youth appreciate more deeply the place God and religion have in their lives.
A Woman of Courage (Grades 6-8): A program based on
the life of St. Katherine Drexel that takes girls through every
aspect of her life. Hopefully they will see her as a true Christian role model who worked all her life for the oppressed cultures of society.
Mary the First Disciple (Grades 7-10): A national program
that promotes the understanding of Mary as a model of openness and spirituality as a woman of the Church.

The Spirit Alive (Grades 9-12): A national program designed to assist girls in discovering how the Holy Spirit
moves within their lives, calling them to a greater participation in the ministry of the Church.
The Rosary Patch (Grade 1 through Adult): A program designed to encourage youth to learn more about the faith and
pray the Rosary. The series consists of a five-section patch.
The center depicts Our Lady of Fatima. Rockers for each of
the Mysteries go around the center patch.
Women in Scripture Patches (Grade 1 through Adult):
Sarah, the Mother of a Nation, and Elizabeth, A Woman of
Hope. The Women in Scripture series focuses on individuals
who lived lives of courage and faithfulness.
Models of Faith Patches (Grade 1 through Adult): Mother
Teresa, and St. Anne. These patches show the model of inspiration those who were inspired by the Holy Spirit to stand up
for the faith in the midst of great trials and deep personal risk.

