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Gathering the Body of Christ
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Members of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg filled their new church for its solemn dedication last month. “This building is magnificent because it houses the
Body of Christ,” Bishop Joseph P. McFadden told the congregation during the dedication Mass. See page 2 for coverage of the dedication..

Msgr. Bierster Remembered
for Service to God’s People
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On a cold January day in 1981, Msgr.
Leo Bierster, then pastor of St. Joan of
Arc Parish in Hershey, drove the parish’s new resident priest – Father John
Hoke – to Hershey Medical Center,
where the young priest was to begin his
assignment as chaplain.
Father Hoke was less than five years
ordained, and new to the ministry of
hospital chaplain.
Msgr. Bierster offered him sage advice.
“Now remember John, most of these
people are not Catholic. Some of them
have a negative view of the Church,
and some are former Catholics,” Father Hoke recalls Msgr. Bierster saying. “You have to always put on the
best face of the Church. Be engaging,
be positive, reach out to them, because
you might be the first priest that they
ever come to know.”
Father Hoke took those words to

heart, recalling
them often as the
years passed.
“Msgr. Bierster was an
excellent
role
model,” he said.
“After I left Hershey and became
a Navy chaplain,
I found myself Msgr. Leo Bierster
doing things and saying, ‘I think this is
the way Leo would have handled this.’”
Msgr. Leo N. Bierster, a priest of the
Harrisburg Diocese for 59 years, died
Dec. 18 at the St. Joseph Home for the
Elderly in Totowa, N.J. He was 85.
Priest friends recall him as a hardworking, down-to-earth priest who
loved serving the Lord, the Church and
its people.
“He was able to bring Christ to others through the sacraments, and that
was very attractive to me,” said Father
Louis Ogden, pastor of Seven Sorrows
More MSGR. BIERSTER, page 14

Priests Recall Father
Langan’s Gentle Spirit
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In his 52 years of faithful service as
a priest of the Oblates of St. Francis
de Sales and the Diocese of Harrisburg, Father Thomas F. Langan embodied the charism of the Oblates –
“Live Jesus.”
His gentleness, simplicity and
pastoral nature drew people to him
wherever he served.
“Goodness was at the core of Father Langan,” Msgr. James Lyons
said in his homily during the funeral
Mass celebrated Jan. 9 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, where Father Langan served
as pastor from 1989 until his retirement in 2005.
“In his 52 years of priesthood, Father Langan served as teacher, a religious superior of a seminary, a university administrator, Catholic campus
minister and a pastor. In all these ministerial positions, he was such a good

man,” said Msgr.
Lyons, who was
a
seminarian
assigned to St.
Columba Parish
in Bloomsburg
when he first met
Father Langan,
who was pastor
there.
Father Thomas
“This goodF. Langan
ness and kindness, this pleasant disposition, was
Father Tom’s way to live the charism
of the Oblates, to ‘Live Jesus,’” noted
Msgr. Lyons, now pastor of Prince of
Peace Parish in Steelton.
Father Langan died Jan. 3 in Abbottstown. He was 79. Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden celebrated the funeral Mass
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, a
place Father Langan called home, noted Father Kenneth Smith, pastor.
“He had a tremendous love for Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish and the
More FATHER LANGAN, page 14
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Holy Name of Jesus Parishioners Rejoice
in Dedication of Magnificent New Church
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Eagerly filing into their grand, new
church for its dedication last month, many
of the faithful of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg stopped abruptly in their
tracks.
In awe of the Romanesque-style church
that is more than twice the size of the former, many halted in mid-stride as they
gazed at its magnificence.
Even a month later, the faithful continue
to be inspired by the diocese’s newest and
largest church.
“We’re already seeing some instances
where people have been coming in to see the
church, and some of them are people who
are coming back to the Catholic Church
after being away for awhile. That’s a wonderful fruit of this kind of project. People
are returning to the Lord and finding a nice
place in which to meet him,” said Father Edward J. Quinlan, parish administrator.
The new Holy Name of Jesus Church
seats 1,400 people and features a number
of items from both the former church and
from closed churches. Among the pieces are
an ornate Italian marble altar from a girls’
school in Washington, D.C., stained-glass
windows from a church in New York, and
Stations of the Cross that date back to the
1930s.
Statues of Our Lady and St. Joseph, the altar, the tabernacle and the large corpus from
the former church are also incorporated into
the new house of worship, which includes
a 100-seat day chapel, a spacious choir loft
and four confessionals. The former church
will be converted to meeting space.
Plans for the construction of a new church
were initially begun during the pastorate of
Msgr. Robert Lawrence, who is currently
pastor of St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg. The growing number of members at
Holy Name necessitated a larger church for
the community, where Masses were celebrated in the gym and in the church to accommodate the congregation.
Msgr. Lawrence was among the clergy at
the dedication, and he expressed his happiness for the parishioners there.
“I’m so happy for the people of Holy
Name of Jesus, that they have such a beauti-
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During the Rite of Dedication for the new Holy Name of Jesus Church, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden anoints the altar with
Sacred Chrism. The 90-year-old marble altar came from a former girls’ school in Washington, D.C.
ful church to worship the Lord in,” he
told The Catholic Witness. “The new
church shows how much this parish has
grown.”
Sacred Space for
the Body of Christ
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden dedicated the new church on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
“The Church is not a building,” he
said. “This building is magnificent because it houses the Body of Christ. You

Priests associated with Holy Name of Jesus Parish enter the former church as the dedication ceremony for the new church
begins. In the foreground are Msgr. Robert Lawrence, former pastor, and Father Mark Speitel, current parochial vicar. Behind them is Father Edward J. Quinlan, current parish administrator. The ceremony began in the former church, from where
the bishop led clergy and faithful in procession to the new church.
Inset, above: A brazier on the altar burns incense during the Incensation of the Altar and the Church.

and I are the Body of
Christ. This space is
sacred because each
and every day, the
Body of Christ gathers here to continue to
give praise to God.”
Parishioner Carol
Sue Strencosky was
a senior at Bishop
McDevitt
High
School when she attended the groundbreaking for the original Holy Name of
Jesus Church in 1960.
Her parents, George
and Susan Stair, were
charter
members
when the parish was
formed 52 years ago.
Mrs. Strencosky and
her late husband Alex
were the third couple
to be married in the former church, where
they raised a family and volunteered faithfully.
While Mrs. Strencosky holds cherished
memories of the former church, she looks
forward to the future in the new church.
“It’s been a wonderful 50-plus years there,
but I’m anxious about the new church,” she
said. “It really is breathtaking. Everything
is gorgeous – the choir loft, the pews, the
stained-glass windows. And I think it’s
beautiful that it holds so many people and
brings us together.”
Father Quinlan sees the strengthening of
the parish community as an outgrowth of
the new church.
“For a number of years, there were two
Masses at the same time, one in the church
and one in the gym. Now with a little bit
smaller Mass schedule, people are able
to see each other a little bit more,” Father
Quinlan said. “The way things have been
laid out on the parish grounds, there is a nice
campus effect that ties several of the facilities together and helps us to create – from
a physical dimension – a sense of community.”
“I hope the new church deepens the spiritual life of our people,” Father Quinlan said.
“I hope it brings them closer to Our Lord
and deepens their love, especially for the
Mass and the celebration of the sacraments.”

JANUARY 20, 2012, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 3

Local Church News

Inaction on Voucher Program in PA House
By Joelle Shea
Special to The Witness
In the final days of their 2011 session, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives did not take up
the issue of vouchers to the great disappointment of
school choice proponents across the state.
Senate Bill 1, The Opportunity Scholarship Act,
passed the Senate in late October by a vote of 27-22.
School choice supporters were hopeful that families
in Pennsylvania would soon be able to choose the education that is best for their children, but the voucher
proposal discussed by House leadership was vastly
different than Senate Bill 1. Ultimately, this different
language was never put before the House for a vote.
Legislation concerning charter schools that included

an increase to EITC was put forth for a vote and did
not pass.
Senate Bill 1 remains an active piece of legislation.
One part of Senate Bill 1 is the Opportunity Scholarship, or voucher, program; another important part is
an increase the long standing and successful Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program. Recognized as a national model and the best example of
public-private partnership in Pennsylvania, the EITC
program has allowed more than 40,000 students to
attend the school of their choice in this school year
alone. Hundreds of public school initiatives would
have gone unfunded without this program.
The inaction on vouchers in the House is disappointing, especially for those who see school choice
as a social justice issue. In a statement in support of

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
For Those Suffering from an Abortion
March 2-4
Canna Valley Inn Bed and Breakfast in Etters, PA
Totally Confidential
Contact Joy at 717-788-4959 or RVpamd@gmail.com
If you are suffering from the pain and hurt of an abortion experience, we
invite you to attend this healing weekend. If you are the mother, father,
grandparent, sibling or medical personnel involved with this experience, this
weekend is for you. There is no judgment – only love, mercy, compassion and
forgiveness, as we journey together to place that begins with the darkness of
choice and ends in the healing arms of our Lord Jesus. All inquiries are totally
confidential.

Let’s celebrate our love and marriage,
with other couples, during
National Marriage Week (February 7-14th)

Walk the red carpet and get your photo taken ● buffet dinner ● enjoy cake
cutting by longest married couple ● mix and mingle with family friendly local businesses ● be entertained by one of Harrisburg’s most dynamic musical
talents ● win prizes all night long ● dance if you wish ● focus on your life’s
mate and if married, recommit your love ● and more!
2012 A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
February 4 from 6-11 p.m.
Holiday Inn, New Cumberland
$75.00 per couple
RSVP by February 1st to Jacqueline at GREAT CELEBRATIONS at 717730-0432. Proceeds benefit Harrisburg Retrouvaille – a peer marriage ministry hosted by Diocese of Harrisburg. Sponsor and vendor opportunities are
available. If interested, please e-mail events@greatcelebrations.net or call
717-730-0432.

January 21 – Vietnamese Tet Mass, St. Joseph Church,
York, 3 p.m.
January 21 – Catholic Schools Night at Hershey
Bears, Giant Center, Hershey, 7 p.m.
January 22 – Pro-Life Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral,
Harrisburg, 12:15 p.m.
January 22 – Vespers for Week of Christian Unity,
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
January 23 – March for Life, Washington, D.C.
January 28-29 – Annual Meeting of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities,
Washington, D.C.
January 31 – Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Monica
School, Sunbury, 9 a.m.
February 1 – Celebrate Mass at St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary, Wynnewood, 4:30 p.m.

school choice, the Pennsylvania Bishops said, “The
current treatment of these children, particularly children from low-income families, is unjust and inequitable. Families are often prevented from accessing
the educational options that would be best for them
because of economic or social barriers. School choice
legislation that includes vouchers and an increase to
EITC reinforces that parents – not the state – are the
primary educators of their children.”
Send a message of support for school choice to
your legislator using the Catholic Advocacy Network
at www.pacatholic.org.
(Shea is Outreach Director of the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference – the public affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.)

Diocese again Found to be in
Full Compliance with Charter
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden was
notified recently that the Diocese of
Harrisburg was once again found to
be in full compliance with the provisions of the United States Bishops’
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. The annual
compliance audit was conducted by
StoneBridge Business Partners of
Rochester, New York, in October
2011. This year the audit was an onsite audit but a data collection process. Documentation of compliance
was provided by the diocese in a
form developed by the audit agency
and approved by the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Office of Children and Youth
Protection. The documentation provided by the diocese was reviewed
by StoneBridge Business Partners
and forwarded to the USCCB Office
of Children and Youth Protection.
Next year the audit will be conducted
on-site in diocesan offices and in parishes.
Congratulations and thank you to
all who help to maintain our vigilance and to ensure that the Diocese
of Harrisburg remains faithful to the
promise to protect all who are placed
in our pastoral care.

Jan. 15: This week on Catholic Perspective, in the Living Faith segment, we meet a
woman who balances her faith among many different projects. She is LeAnn Thieman a professional speaker, author and nurse. LeAnn describes how she is able to balance all that she
does and still find time to nurture herself and others with her Catholic faith as her strength.
Among her many endeavors are her work with the group Friends of Children of Vietnam,
which rescued over 300 babies from that war torn country. She also discussed how she coauthored “Chicken Soup for the Soul” books.
Sister Rose Pacatte shares her ministry of helping people of faith understand what they
are seeing and hearing in the media in today’s popular culture. This week Sister Rose will
reminisce on music, the sound track of our lives. She also touches on the power of music to
reach the soul like a prayer and how it can makes an emotional connection.
Father Andre Meluskey is featured in the Vocations Spotlight segment. In part 2 of this
feature, he relates about how he studied for the priesthood and the many blessings he has
received from his ministry.
Listeners will hear about news and items of interest happening within the diocese, including an update on the changes in Pennsylvania law on the regulation of abortion clinics. Also
reviewed are the abortion statistics for the state, which showed a decline in the number of
abortions being performed and the potential reasons for that. The bulletin board will share
what is going on in the diocese in terms of retreats, pilgrimages, tours and social offerings.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of
the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. This new radio ministry has many needs and opportunities
for volunteers. Find out more by calling 717-525-8110 or visiting www.yourholyfamilyradio.com.
The program is heard Mondays and Fridays at 12 noon on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday
mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.;
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM
670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3,
Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30
a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.

Correction
A caption that appeared in the Dec. 16, 2011, edition with the photos of the
statue of The Virgin of the Globe at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg did not include the name of the artist. Stuart Feldman is the artist who
created the bronze statue.
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The Truth about Life in Washington
Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
Once when I was offering information about crisis pregnancy services to women outside an abortion facility, one
woman shouted at me “I don’t want to have this abortion
anymore than you want me to!” At that, a burly man twice
her age commanded her to go into the clinic. Another time
a teen aged young lady came out of the clinic and down
the walkway toward me. A woman twice her age followed after her, browbeating and yelling “Are you gonna
talk to him? Who’s gonna pay for this baby? I’m not!”
Then she commanded her to return inside. Another time a
young African American girl told me the abortionist said
her baby probably had a brain tumor. Nevertheless she decided against abortion, and her baby was born healthy and
happy. One of the great tragedies of abortion is the intimidation and deception that distressed and anxious expectant
mothers are subjected to as they’re coerced into abortion.
The world-wide abortion trade is propped up on ignorance and deception, which is illustrated by a recent ruling
in a federal appeals court which found Constitutional a
Texas law requiring making a sonogram, the fetal heartbeat and a description of the child’s development available
to women seeking abortions. An abortion organization had
argued that abortionists should not have to make this information available to their clients, and it violated their free
speech rights. The Court found that claim incredible, stating that making that information available was eminently
Constitutional because of the gravity of the decision being
made. “The required disclosures of a sonogram, the fetal
heartbeat, and their medical descriptions are the epitome
of truthful, non-misleading information,” The Court said.
On Monday, January 23, hundreds of the faithful from
the Diocese of Harrisburg will travel to the nation’s capital and join tens of thousands of others to witness for life
and tell the truth about abortion. For 38, years the March
for Life has marked the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s disastrous decision in Roe V Wade. Contrary to
widespread misinformation and misunderstanding, Roe
together with a companion case called Doe V Bolton legalized abortion throughout all nine months of pregnancy.

Father Paul
CB Schenck

LIFEGIFT

Taken together, the Roe
and Doe decisions include
physical, psychological and
even economic “health” as
a cause for abortion. All
that is needed is for one or
two physicians (most often
the abortionists themselves) to state that it is in the interest
of the mother’s “health” to abort her child.
Under Roe, more than 50 million children have been
killed by abortionists using in-utero poisoning, chemical burning, evisceration and decapitation (I was in the
Supreme Court when an attorney defending the abortion
trade described decapitation in partial-birth abortion for
the Chief Justice!). The effects of the abortion epidemic
have been devastating, including increases in infertility,
depression and anxiety, addiction, self abuse and suicide
in post abortive women. Some studies indicate an increased potential of developing breast cancer as well.
By marching, the participants preserve and express their
First Amendment rights under the Constitution and serve
the interests of the public by exposing the injuries caused
by abortion. They demonstrate their devotion to the sanctity of human life, the dignity of the person and the rights
of women and families to the truth about the consequences
of abortion. The information, education and inspiration
they provide are essential to the successful effort to build
up a culture of life in America and the world. Lies and
deceptions lead to a cycle of sorrow and sadness, but our
Lord Jesus taught “You will know the truth, and the truth
will make you free.”! (John 8:32)
((Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities and chairman of the National Pro-Life
Action Center in Washington, D.C.)

Unconditional Parental Love
By Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
Special to The Witness
Once I met a woman who had worked for years in fashion and modeling. Unsurprisingly, she was strikingly attractive. She was accompanied by her teenage daughter who, by
contrast, was rather unremarkable to look at, maybe even a
plain-Jane. After spending time with them, I began to sense
that the mother, whose life had largely revolved around her
appearance, seemed to look down on her daughter, perhaps
unconsciously, because of her average appearance. Her
daughter seemed aware of this lack of maternal acceptance,
and seemed troubled and uncomfortable as she tried to compensate and please her mom in other ways.
The girl’s situation was a strong reminder to me of how
important it is for every child to experience unconditional acceptance from their parents if they are to grow and mature in
a healthy way. Unconditional love profoundly and beautifully
molds us as human beings.
A growing number of parents in our society, however, no
longer seem to hold to this key notion of unconditionally accepting their own children. If parents are told by doctors that
their children might be born with physical or mental disabilities, many parents today will reject them and even yield to the
temptation to end their lives through direct abortion.
I was recently discussing the Special Olympics with the
father of a boy who has Down syndrome, and he remarked
that when he takes his son to the local chapter, there seem to
be reduced numbers of new children participating each year.
He wondered if this could be due to the expanded targeting of
Down syndrome children through prenatal testing and abortion.
Most unborn children diagnosed with Down syndrome,
in fact, are never allowed to be born. Data from the United
Kingdom indicate that between 1989 and 2006 approximately 92% of women chose to terminate a pregnancy with a prenatal diagnosis of Down syndrome, while in the U.S., several
published studies suggest the figure may be somewhere between 87% and 98%. A great many Down syndrome children,
indeed, never see the light of day.
In the face of these harsh data, the importance of explicitly
repudiating the eugenic mindset that has taken hold in our
society cannot be overstated. No child is perfect, but every
child is precious. We need to act as a people “set apart” in
our attitude to the begetting of children who may be disabled.
Historically, Catholics have always stood apart in this way.
Practically, this means overturning our culturally-conditioned attitudes towards “imperfect” children, and accepting every child without preconditions. We must push back
against the almost ubiquitous pressure that counsels us to ensure that our children are born without defects.
Bioethicist Luke Gormally argues it this way: “In part these
pressures are the natural temptation to avoid the burdens of
care for the handicapped... In part, however, they are the pres-

Father Tadeusz
Pacholczyk
sures of cultural attitudes, assimilated by many Christians,
towards the child.”
He continues: “For many it has become merely quaint to
think of each child as a unique gift of God; children are more
like planned acquisitions in our culture, acquisitions which
should fit into our expectations about how our lives should
go, about the ease and enjoyments that should characterize
our lifestyle. A child who might threaten our ease may, if he
or she is viewed as an acquisition, be thought of as a replaceable acquisition. And indeed genetic counselors will tell parents: you can terminate this pregnancy and try again for a
‘normal child.’”
A husband and wife are called to give themselves to each
other completely and unreservedly, and to accept each other
unconditionally in the marital embrace. Every child of theirs,
whether entering the world with a handicap or not, is an expression and fruit of themselves and their acceptance of each
other. To reject their own progeny because of a disability is
to reject each other on some level. To deny life to their own
flesh and blood is also to reject an infinite gift from the Giver
of gifts, and to arrogate to themselves a ruthless power over
life. Meanwhile, the unconditional acceptance of a child as a
gift of God flows from the true and unconditional acceptance
of each other as husband and wife, even with all their spousal
faults and defects.
As Gormally concludes, “Truly unreserved self-giving carries with it a commitment to unreserved acceptance of the
fruit of that self-giving. The dignity of the child is only adequately recognized in the acceptance and cherishing of him
just as he is.”
We do well continually to realign our thinking, so we can
come to see how our children, whether “perfect” or not, are
treasures and never possessions; they are gifts, and never acquisitions. They are blessings to be safeguarded and nurtured
in the embrace of unconditional parental acceptance.
(Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.)

Parish and
School Buses
to the March
for Life
Find information the March for Life
at www.marchforlife.org.
St. Catherine Labouré Parish, Harrisburg
Departing from St. Catherine’s at 7:30 a.m.
Contact person: Father Joseph Howard
frjhoward@sclhbg.org, 717-564-1321
Holy Infant Parish, York Haven
Departing from Holy Infant
Contact person: Becky Papa
holyinfantyh@comcast.net, 717-266-5286
St. Margaret Mary Parish, Harrisburg
Departing from St. Margaret Mary School at 5:30 a.m.
Contact person: Connie Fenice
cfenice@aol.com, 717-561-1509
St. Joseph Parish, Dallastown
Departing from St. Joseph’s
Contact person: Catherine Farrell
farrellmama@msn.com, 717-428-3980
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish, Mifflintown
Departing from Mifflintown between 5 and 6 a.m.
Contact person: Karen Thome
kkthome@centurylink.net, 717-694-3607
Delone Catholic HS, McSherrystown
Departing from Delone Catholic at 5:30 a.m.
Contact person: Kate Ressel
kressel@delonecatholic.org, 717-637-5969, ext. 212
Good Shepherd Parish, Camp Hill
Departing from Good Shepherd at 7 a.m.
Contact person: Derrick Rosenstein
drosenstein@hbgdiocese.org, 717-761-1167
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish, Elysburg
Departing from Elysburg at 7 a.m.
Contact person: Michele Resuta
sresuta@aol.com, 570-672-1040
St. Theresa Parish, New Cumberland
Departing from the Radisson in Camp Hill at 6:30 a.m.
Contact person: Steve Lawrence
sclawrence1@verizon.net, 717-732-5872
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg
Departing from Holy Name at 4:30 a.m.
Contact person: Mary Ann Gaffney
magaffney@gmail.com, 717-651-0094
St. Joseph Parish, Hanover
Departing from St. Joseph’s
Contact person: Carolyn Sponseller
717-637-8061
St. Joseph Parish, York
Departing from St. Joseph’s at 8 a.m.
Contact person: Scott Anthony
anthony@sjy.org, 717-757-5424
Mother Cabrini Parish, Shamokin
Departing from Mother Cabrini at 5:45 a.m.
Contact person: Andy Stefanowicz
hikerdad@verizon.net, 570-648-4512
Mater Dei Latin Mass Community
Departing from the Radisson in Camp Hill at 8:30 a.m.
Contact person: Paul Doller
pdoller@comcast.net, 717-960-9675
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Following is a list of the State Representatives who voted
yes on final passage of SB 732 and to the State Senators
who voted to concur:

Pro-Life Bills Move
Through Legislature
By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness
As the legislature prepared to break for the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, they took action
on two pieces of pro-life legislation. One will was signed into law by Gov. Tom Corbett. The other
will likely move forward as the legislature returns to session in January.
SB 732 – Abortion Clinic Regulations Passed into Law
Championed by Rep. Matt Baker (R-Tioga), Senate Bill 732 passed the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives by a vote of 151-44 on Tuesday, Dec.13. It passed the Senate earlier this year by a
vote of 38-12 and on Wednesday, Dec. 14, it was again passed in the Senate (32-18) in concurrence
with the House. Gov. Corbett signed the bill into law on Dec. 22.
The new law addresses concerns that stemmed from a tragedy that occurred in the Philadelphia
abortion clinic of Dr. Kermit Gosnell where a woman died and seven newborn babies were killed
by infanticide. Conditions in the clinic were so filthy and unsafe that investigators called it a “house
of horrors.”
The measure holds abortion facilities to the same fire and safety standards, personnel and equipment requirements, and quality assurance procedures as other freestanding ambulatory surgical
facilities.
The passage of this bill into law is a victory for women and children in Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) is urging all advocates to thank their legislators who voted
yes for their pro-life vote on SB 732. If you live in one of these legislators’ districts, visit www.
pacatholic.org to become a member of the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network and send an
easy email thank you message.
HB 1977 – Abortion Ban in Health Insurance Exchanges Passes PA House
On Monday, Dec. 12, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives voted 146 to 45 to remove
abortion funding from the state health care exchanges that will be created by the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
This margin of victory in the state house indicates that the legislature is not in favor of using taxpayer’s money to fund abortions. According to a 2010 Quinnipiac Poll, 67% of Americans oppose
abortion funding in the federal health care exchange.
House Bill 1977 now goes to the state senate. The Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network has
online tools at www.pacatholic.org to make it easy for advocates to send a message to their state
Senators requesting a pro-life vote!
Women’s Right to Know Act: Ultrasound Access Bill
In addition to the legislation mentioned above, the PCC is also supporting the Ultrasound Access
Bill, which requires that a woman be given the option to see her ultrasound and see/hear her unborn
child’s heartbeat. The PCC expects this bill to be introduced in 2012 in the House of Representatives. Over 100 representatives have already signed on as co-sponsors.
((Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs
arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.)

Harrisburg Diocese
SENATORS
Alloway, Richard L., II (R- Franklin)- District 33
Brubaker, Mike (R- Lancaster)- District 36
Corman, Jake (R- Centre)- District 34
Eichelberger, John H. (R- Blair)- District 30
Folmer, Mike (R- Lebanon)- District 48
Gordner, John R. (R- Columbia)- District 27
Piccola, Jeffrey E. (R- Dauphin)- District 15
Smucker, Lloyd K. (R- Lancaster)- District 13
Waugh, Michael L. (R- York)- District 28
Yaw, Gene (R- Lycoming)- District 23
REPRESENTATIVES
Aument, Ryan P. (R- Lancaster) - District 41
Bear, John C. (R- Lancaster) - District 97
Benninghoff, Kerry A. (R- Centre) - District 171
Bloom, Stephen (R- Cumberland) - District 199
Boback, Karen (R- Luzerne ) - District 117
Boyd, Scott W. (R- Lancaster) - District 43 EXCUSED
Creighton, Tom C. (R- Lancaster) - District 37
Culver, Lynda Schlegel (R- Northumberland) - District 108
Cutler, Bryan (R- Lancaster) - District 100
Delozier, Sheryl M. (R- Cumberland ) - District 88
Denlinger, Gordon (R- Lancaster) - District 99
Fleck, Mike (R- Huntingdon) - District 81
Gillespie, Keith (R- York) - District 47
Gingrich, Mauree (R- Lebanon) - District 101
Grell, Glen R. (R- Cumberland) - District 87
Grove, Seth M. (R- York) - District 196
Harris, C. Adam (R- Juniata) - District 82
Helm, Susan C. (R- Dauphin) - District 104
Hickernell, David S. (R- Lancaster) - District 98
Kauffman, Rob W. (R- Franklin) - District 89
Keller, Fred (R- Union) - District 85
Keller, Mark K. (R- Perry) - District 86 EXCUSED
Marsico, Ron (R- Dauphin) - District 105
Masser, Kurt A. (R- Northumberland) - District 107
Millard, David R. (R- Columbia) - District 109
Miller, Ron (R- York) - District 93
Moul, Dan (R- Adams) - District 91
Payne, John D. (R- Dauphin) - District 106
Perry, Scott (R- York) - District 92
Rock, Todd (R- Frankin) - District 90
Saylor, Stan (R- York) - District 94
Swanger, RoseMarie (R- Lebanon ) - District 102
Tallman, Will (R- York) - District 193

Abortion Statistics Released - Where’s the Outrage?
By A. B. Hill
Special to The Witness
About a year ago, when news was released about the Philadelphia abortion
clinic of Dr. Kermit Gosnell, words like
“house of horrors”, “shocking”, “murder”, and “intentional killing of babies”
graced the headlines. The stories told of
charges filed against Gosnell and others

stemming from the death of one woman
and the murder of seven newborn infants in his clinic.
In response, the Pennsylvania General Assembly passed Senate Bill 732,
which holds abortion facilities to the
same fire and safety standards, personnel and equipment requirements, and
quality assurance procedures as other
freestanding ambulatory surgical facili-

The Catholic Witness
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG
Most Rev. Joseph P. McFadden
Publisher
Telephone
717-657-4804 ext. 201
FAX
717-657-7673
Email: witness@hbgdiocese.org
Website: www.hbgdiocese.org
Yearly Subscriptions:
$8.17 per family, derived from
diocesan revenues from the parishes.
Other subscriptions: $24.00
Moving? Send us the address label
from The Catholic Witness plus your
NEW address including zip code +4.
Please allow three weeks for the
change.

Jennifer Reed
Managing Editor
Staff
Chris Heisey Emily M. Albert
Susan Huntsberger
The Catholic Witness (ISSN 0008-8447, USPS 557 120) is published biweekly
except Christmas/New Year and July by the Harrisburg Catholic Publishing
Association, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 3710. Periodicals
postage paid at Harrisburg, PA.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
The Catholic Witness, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710.

ties. Governor Tom Corbett signed the
bill into law before Christmas.
Senate Bill 732 does not put an end to
abortion, but it does correct a situation
that allowed Pennsylvania law to favor the abortion industry, not women’s
health.
Sometimes the debate about abortion
seems to overlook the very real women
and children who are affected by it.
Talk in the public square tends to reduce the issue to political ideology. The
news about the Gosnell clinic shined a
spotlight on the reality of abortion. The
debate about SB 732 provided an opportunity to speak the truth and open
people’s eyes about what goes on in
abortion clinics every day. Abortion is
not merely a routine medical procedure.
In the last week of 2011, the Pennsylvania Department of Health released
its annual report of abortion statistics:
36,778 abortions were performed in
Pennsylvania in 2010, a 1.4 percent decrease from 2009.
Sadly, there were no headlines reporting this year-long tragedy. The
deaths of these 36,778 children and the
wounds left in the hearts of their mothers and fathers are no less important
than those of the victims in Gosnell’s

clinic. The Pennsylvania Department of
Health, in releasing the 2010 abortion
statistics, notified us of 36,778 lives
will not be lived in our community, nor
will their deaths be mourned publically.
Within these statistics, we were also
told of 36,778 women – and in some
cases couples – in our community who
are experiencing the pain and hurt that
comes with deciding to abort. We must
be filled with the compassion of Christ
and pray for genuine healing and peace
for these women and men.
Throughout the coming year, several
other bills intended to provide additional protections for women and children
will be considered in the state legislature. Keep up with the latest pro-life
news and action alerts with the Pennsylvania Catholic Advocacy Network at
www.pacatholic.org.
Senate Bill 732 is now Pennsylvania
law; but the pro-life community has
much more work to do. We cannot rest
until the annual report of abortions in
Pennsylvania is zero.
((Hill is Communications Director of
the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
– the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.)
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Catholic Schools Week
and The Challenge
My first assignment was to
Excuse the mid-90s hairwrite about a school assemdo. Yes, that’s me, seated,
bly on the tragic hazards of
beneath the teased perm
teen drinking. With my first
and quarter can of hairreporters’ notebook in hand, I
spray. I guess we all have
jotted copious notes as actors
photos of ourselves that –
portrayed a convincing scene
at the time – seemed like
on stage.
they’d always be in fashion.
Write down what you see,
But then again, somewhat they say. Easy enough,
times things never go out of
right?
style.
But my job was not comThe photo was taken in
plete. Frau asked me to interthe newsroom of The Chalview the local first respondlenge, Lebanon Cathoers and city leaders who had
lic High School’s student
attended the assembly. In the
newspaper.
school lobby, she pushed me
I still remember the day it
was taken by Ms. Gail Vojtko, known simply as – straight toward them and out of my comfort zone.
I wanted to quit right then, to drop my notebook
“Frau” among the LC community. She was my
German teacher and the newspaper moderator. and scramble off to class, disappear in the crowd
And she still is, among other roles she fills there. and leave the reporting to the pros. I had zero
It was the start of my senior year and my stint experience and even less confidence.
I’m thankful that Frau saw something more.
as editor-in-chief of the monthly paper, packed
She stood close, just within my line of sight.
with everything from school assemblies, faith
topics and sports to “man-on-the-street” inter- She nodded in encouragement as I found the
views, student-created cartoons, and commen- guts to introduce myself to the town leaders and
begin the interview.
taries on pop culture and the issues of the day.
After school that
My lifelong best
day, with an unfamilfriend was named assisiar feeling of confitant editor, and we made
dence, I rushed the
The Challenge our own
few blocks from my
that year, managing to
mention in each edition
house to my grandthe topics that really intermother’s, where I
ested us – boy bands, the
closed myself in my
Pittsburgh Penguins and
aunt’s old bedroom
Beverly Hills, 90210.
and sat at her desk to
That’s one of Frau’s
write my first article. I
generous gifts. The stuopened the piece with
dents who contribute to
a catchy lead to draw
The Challenge are given
the audience, filled it
the opportunity to demwith quotes and facts,
onstrate their talents and
colored it with adjectives, and ended it
their flair as they grow in
their abilities and in the
with a relevant observation. I was eager for
faith.
Frau to read it, to show
Really, that’s the gift of
Catholic education.
her that I followed her
writing lessons.
Each year, when the
When she returned
Catholic Schools Week
that rough draft to
celebration rolls around, I
reminisce about my K-12
me, her red-ink edits,
days at St. Mary’s and
scribbles and arrows
Lebanon Catholic. It was
colored the page. My
always a merry week –
heart sank, but just for
walking as a student body
Jen (Kissinger) Reed, seated, and Jessica a moment.
from St. Mary’s School
“I know it looks like
(Horstick) Stefanow, the 1995 Editor and
to the church for opening
I
bled
all over your paAssistant Editor of The Challenge at LebaMass, creating placemats non Catholic High School.
per, but I want to show
for a luncheon with grandyou where you can imparents, broomball games between students and fac- prove,” she said.
ulty, family roller skating nights at the local rink.
Frau never accepted an average effort. She
And dress-down days – always a special occasion! would hound you until you gave your best, and
Though those memories remain cherished ones, then reward you with praise and a pat on the
they aren’t the heart of Catholic Schools Week for shoulder.
So I took her corrections and her encourageme. When I think about what a Catholic school
education has given me, I think of the values of ment to heart. After another round of revisions,
service, social justice and faith instilled in me. I my article appeared on the front page. “You did
recall lessons in knowledge, prudence and forti- a good job, kid,” she said.
Slowly but surely over the next few years, I
tude, to borrow a line from Lebanon Catholic’s
alma mater. They were real, lived lessons and val- developed my writing abilities, found my voice,
ues, ones that touched my heart and helped form gained confidence.
who I am today. (No doubt I’ll reveal some of
And then, a few weeks before the end of my
those experiences in future columns.)
junior year, Frau pushed me toward the edge of
In my mind’s eye, Catholic Schools Week my comfort zone again when she offered me the
consistently takes me back to my days in The editor’s position.
Challenge newsroom, where I transformed from
This time, I eagerly accepted the challenge.
a timid and self-conscious freshman to a seniorIt’s an appropriate name for the school’s payear newspaper editor who moonlighted as the
per. In Catholic school, I was challenged, urged
mischievous school mascot.
to develop my gifts, my knowledge, my faith.
I remember why I joined The Challenge in the
first place. It wasn’t because I felt I had a gift to Whenever doubt crept in, teachers – like Frau –
give. Instead, I’d wanted to follow in the footsteps firmly yet gently pushed me onward.
So I guess I’m not embarrassed by this photo
of an aunt who wrote for the same school paper,
who excelled academically and who I looked up taken in the back of Room 209 some 17 years
to. I’d wanted to capture some of her confidence ago. Minus the hairdo, that picture is the perfect
fit.
for myself.

Jen Reed
i witness

C

atholic Schools Week celebrates what makes Catholic education distinctive and exceptional. During the week, we focus on the value
Catholic education provides to young people and its contributions to our
church, our communities and our nation. We build community awareness of
and involvement in Catholic schools throughout the country. And we honor
those who contribute to the success of our schools—students, families, faculty and staff, volunteers, community supporters, and local and national
leaders.
The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2012 is “Catholic Schools:
Faith. Academics. Service.” The theme expresses three priorities that make
Catholic schools stand out from other educational institutions. Children
learn about faith—not just basic Christianity, but how to have a relationship with God. They concentrate on academics, which in Catholic schools
are held to the highest standards, so they can reach their highest potential.
They practice service—giving time, talent and effort to help others—as an
expression of both faith and good citizenship. This combined focus on faith,
academics and service prepares students for full and meaningful lives.
Catholic Schools Week is a joint project of the National Catholic Educational Association, the world’s largest private professional education association, and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the national
public policy organization of the U.S. bishops.
Catholic Schools:
The Good News in Education
Parents choose Catholic schools for their children because they emphasize academic enrichment and moral and spiritual development.
Catholic schools are known for their high level of academic achievement
and high graduation rates. As a group, Catholic school students score above
average on national academic tests. Nationally, 99.1 percent of students at
Catholic high schools graduate. Of these graduates, 84.7 percent go to on
college, compared to 44.1 percent of public school graduates.
Catholic schools provide an education that goes beyond preparation for a
secular life. They produce students dedicated to their faith, values, families
and communities by providing an intellectually stimulating environment
rich in spiritual and moral development.
Commitment to service is a core value of Catholic schools. Catholic students learn service—giving their time, talents and effort to help others—
both as an expression of faith and good citizenship.
A Catholic school education is available in all regions of the country. Total Catholic school enrollment is about 2.1 million at close to 7,000 elementary and secondary schools. The average student-teacher ratio is 14 to 1.
Nearly 30 percent of Catholic school students come from minority populations. Enrollment of students who are not Catholic is 14.9 percent, an indication that many diverse families seek the benefits of a quality education
with moral underpinnings.
Catholic schools play a key role in educating students of low-income
families and students from the inner city. Urban schools represent 31.5 percent of the total number of Catholic schools, innercity schools 11.5 percent,
suburban schools 35.9 percent and rural schools 21 percent. The five states
with the highest student enrollments in Catholic schools are California,
New York, Illinois, Pennsylvania and Ohio.
In addition to providing quality education, Catholic schools offer economic benefits to the nation. Combined, Catholic elementary and secondary
schools save taxpayers an estimated $20 billion a year in education costs.
They employ more than 151,000 full-time staff members.
(Article from the National Catholic Educational Association.)

See What Our Diocesan
Schools Have to Offer!

Special liturgies, open houses,
science fairs and community
events are just some of the activities that Catholic Schools
in the Harrisburg Diocese will
offer during this year’s Catholic Schools Week celebration,
January 29-February 5. Contact your
Catholic school to find
out how you can be a part of
the unique celebration.
For a listing of diocesan
Catholic Schools, and to learn
about Catholic school education in the diocese, visit
www.hbgdiocese.org and click on
the “Catholic Schools” link.
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Lancaster Catholic Community
Remembers Beloved Alumnus
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father Allan Wolfe, chaplain at Lancaster Catholic High School, blesses the new crucifix in the school gym. The school
community raised more than $310,000 to renovate the gymnasium in memory of the late Dr. Robert Stengel, a graduate and
supporter of Lancaster Catholic High School.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Knights of Columbus Council 869 in Harrisburg made a generous donation of approximately 100 children’s coats to Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg Jan. 9. Catholic Charities will distribute the
coats to those in need this winter. Shown from left are Holy Rosary Council officers Ed Hoffman, Recorder;
Bill Flemming, Advocate; and Grand Knight Ron Stramitis; Dr. Mark Totaro, CEO of Catholic Charities;
Christopher Meehan, Director of Development for Catholic Charities; and Holy Rosary Council officers
Len D’Amico, Warden; and Lou Zola, Treasurer. Find information on Holy Rosary Council by visiting www.
kofc869.com.

After a nine-year battle with cancer,
Dr. Robert Stengel was only 51 when
he passed away last year. It’s a profound loss that was deeply felt by the
Lancaster Catholic High School faithful who not only lost a beloved alumnus and friend, but also lost a kind and
generous family physician who always
had time to give back to a school that
he loved with all his heart.
In honor of his memory, the Crusaders’ faithful and business community
raised more than $310,000 to renovate the aging gymnasium. Dubbed
“Bleachers for Bob,” the project amazingly took less than a year to complete.
The gym is now “brighter and happier,”
which according to his brother, Jim,
is a perfect way to keep Dr. Stengel’s
memory alive.
On Jan. 15, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden made a pastoral visit to the school
to celebrate Holy Mass and to bless the
new gym that includes a new sound
system, lighting, bleachers and a large
new crucifix that can hardly be missed.
Later after Mass, Father Allan Wolfe,
the school’s chaplain, blessed the crucifix in between games of the Trinity
versus Lancaster Catholic boys’ basketball matchup.
With Dr. Stengel’s entire family present, Jim Stengel told the crowd gathered after the blessing that this gym is
the “central part of Lancaster Catholic
High School because it is where we
pray and where we play and come together as a family.” He also asked all
the faithful that every time they enter
the new gym to “remember his brother’s love, generosity and service,” because that is what his brother stood for
most of all.
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World and National News

Cardinal-Designate Dolan
a Vigorous Defender
and Booster of the Faith

Cardinal-Designate
O’Brien Used to New and
Varied Assignments

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New
York, who was appointed Jan. 6 to the College of Cardinals by Pope Benedict XVI, has
used his pulpit, be it in New York or Milwaukee, to promote and defend the Catholic
faith.
Ordained to the priesthood in 1976, Cardinal-designate Dolan was secretary to the
apostolic nunciature in Washington for five
years before serving as rector of the Pontifical North American College in Rome. In
2001, then-Msgr. Dolan was ordained to the
episcopate when he was appointed auxiliary
bishop in his native St. Louis. One year and
five days later, he was appointed archbishop
of Milwaukee.
He was one of 10 U.S. bishops appointed
by the Vatican to be catechetical leaders during the 2005 World Youth Day in Cologne,
Germany. He reprised the role in 2011 in
Madrid, telling pilgrims to admit their faith is
weak and shaky. “Something tells me that’s
why we’re [at World Youth Day],” he said.
“We want to be with a million other young
people from around the world who love their
faith and are trying to make it strong.”
In a 2007 lecture at North American College, Cardinal-designate Dolan said Catholics need solid preaching about Jesus, the
cross and the Church, and not “feel-good”
spiritual advice that demands no sacrifice.
Preaching well, he added, means challenging people’s complacency and, like Christ,
occasionally “shaking things up.”
In 2007, Cardinal-designate Dolan, now
61, was appointed to the board of directors
of Catholic Relief Services, the U.S. bishops’ international aid agency. He became
chairman of the board by the end of that year
and served in that capacity for three years.
He stepped down from the post reluctantly
when his election as president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops required it.
He was a member of the USCCB Committee on Budget and Finance and the Subcommittee on the Church in Africa and a
consultant to the Committee on International
Justice and Peace.
As a panelist for a 2004 EWTN-sponsored
“town hall” meeting, Cardinal-designate
Dolan said the clergy sex abuse crisis was “a
societal problem, not a Catholic problem.”
At the time, he was chairman of the U.S.
bishops’ Committee on Priestly Life and
Ministry.
The Milwaukee Archdiocese in 2006
reached an out-of-court, $16.9 million
settlement with victims of clerical sexual
abuse. Then-Archbishop Dolan said the payout would mean “sacrifices in operations and
ministries” but going to trial could have been
worse in terms of archdiocesan financial liability, “to say nothing about the bad PR.”
The archdiocese in 2011 filed for bankruptcy
protection due to unresolved abuse claims,
the largest U.S. diocese to have done so.
Cardinal-designate Dolan was appointed
to the Archdiocese of New York in 2009
to succeed Cardinal Edward M. Egan, who
retired. When cardinals were previously
named in October 2010, Cardinal Egan was
not yet 80 years old, and Vatican custom has
been to avoid having two voting-age cardinals from the same diocese. Cardinal Egan
turns 80 April 2.
Shortly after becoming archbishop, Cardinal-designate Dolan suggested his style
would be different, but not the substance.
“The ‘what’ won’t change, but the ‘how’
might,” he said. “Our goal is to change our
lives to be in conformity with Jesus and his
Church and not to change the teachings of
Jesus and the Church to be in conformity
with what we want.”
In his first pastoral letter as archbishop,
Cardinal-designate Dolan called on Catholics to “keep the Lord’s day holy” and reminded them that it is in receiving the Eucharist on Sunday that they sustain their
faith.

The priestly ministry of Archbishop
Edwin F. O’Brien, named a cardinal
Jan. 6 by Pope Benedict XVI, has been
marked by frequent assignments, so that
he rarely stays in one place very long.
And even when he is ensconced somewhere for a while, he gets to moving.
Appointed last August as pro-grand
master of the Equestrian Order (Knights)
of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem,
based in Rome, he is serving simultaneously in his previous post as archbishop
of Baltimore until a successor is named.
Born April 8, 1939, in New York, Edwin Frederick O’Brien and his family
were members of Our Lady of Solace Parish in the Bronx. He attended St. Joseph’s
Seminary outside New York, where he
received a bachelor’s degree in 1961 and
master’s degrees in 1964 and 1965. In
1965, he was ordained to the priesthood,
setting off a string of appointments.
For his first five years as a priest, he
was a civilian chaplain at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. He
became an Army chaplain in 1970 and
over the next three years rose to the rank
of captain while ministering to the 82nd
Airborne.
He served a tour of duty in Vietnam
from 1971 to 1972 with the 173rd Airborne Brigade and then 1st Cavalry Brigade. From a base of operations in the
middle of a jungle, he and a Protestant
minister flew by helicopter to defensive
outposts, where they would provide for
the spiritual needs of soldiers.
From 1973 to 1976, he studied at the
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome, earning a doctorate in theology. On his return to New York, he was
named archdiocesan vice chancellor and
assistant pastor of St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
Appointed archdiocesan director of
communications in 1981, he helped
launch Catholic New York, the archdiocesan newspaper. Two years later, he was
named secretary to New York Cardinal
Terence Cooke and later to Cardinal John
J. O’Connor, his successor in New York.
Then-Msgr. O’Brien was made rector
of St. Joseph’s Seminary in 1985 and rector of the Pontifical North American College in Rome in 1989. On his return to
New York in 1994, he was again made
rector of St. Joseph’s.
He was named an auxiliary bishop of
New York Feb. 6, 1996, and ordained a
bishop March 25. He was named coadjutor archbishop of the U.S. Archdiocese
for the Military Services in April 1997.
He took up the post in May and became
head of the archdiocese in August when
Archbishop Joseph T. Dimino resigned
for health reasons. It was the cardinaldesignate’s longest single appointment,
but he made a point of getting out of the
office to visit chaplains at bases, including a two-month tour in 2007.
As military archbishop, he had to
deal with dwindling numbers of Catholic chaplains. In 2003, there were 367
chaplains for 1.5 million Catholics in all
branches of the military.
In
2005-06,
Cardinal-designate
O’Brien served as the papally appointed
coordinator for the visitation of U.S. seminaries and houses of priestly formation.
As the visitation began, he said there
was no room in seminaries for men with
strong homosexual inclinations even if
they have been celibate for a decade or

U.S. Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of
New York is among 22 new cardinals
named Jan. 6 by Pope Benedict XVI.
Cardinal-designate Dolan is pictured
in New York in a 2011 file photo. (CNS
photo/Gregory A. Shemitz) (Jan. 6,
2012) See stories CARDINALS- Jan.
6, 2012.
In 2009, he was appointed the U.S. moderator of Jewish affairs for the U.S. bishops.
In a break with precedent, in 2010, Cardinal-designate Dolan won election as president of the U.S. bishops. It was the first time
in the history of the bishops’ conference that
a sitting vice president who was eligible for
the presidency did not win the election.
In his first presidential address, Cardinaldesignate Dolan told his fellow bishops in
November 2011, “Love for Jesus and his
Church must be the passion of our lives.”
Describing the Church as a spiritual family
that “to use the talk show vocabulary ... has
some ‘dysfunction,’” he said the bishops’
“most pressing pastoral challenge today is to
reclaim that truth, to restore the luster, the
credibility, the beauty of the Church.”
But he cited “chilling statistics we cannot
ignore” that “fewer and fewer of our beloved
people – to say nothing about those outside
the household of the faith – are convinced
that Jesus and his Church are one.” As a result, he added, “they drift from her, get mad
at the Church, grow lax, join another or just
give it all up. If this does not cause us pastors
to shudder, I do not know what will.”
One year to the day before he was named
a cardinal, the New York archbishop reiterated the pledge of his predecessors to help
any pregnant woman in need. “Through
Catholic Charities, adoption services, lobbying on behalf of pregnant women, mothers
and infants, support of life-giving alternatives, health care and education of youth for
healthy, responsible, virtuous sexual behavior, we’ve done our best to keep that promise
and these haunting statistics only prod us to
keep at it,” he said.
During a December address at the University of Notre Dame, he called the dignity
of the human person “a primary doctrine”
of the Catholic Church, adding that it must
prompt Catholics “to treat ourselves and others only with respect, love, honor and care.”
That doctrine also means people must not
be identified “with our urges, our flaws, our
status, our possessions, our utility,” but each
seen as “a child of God, his creation, modeled in his own image, destined for eternity,”
he said.
In 2011, he was named a member of the
new Pontifical Council for Promoting New
Evangelization. On Dec. 29, just a week before his appointment to the College of Cardinals, he was appointed by Pope Benedict to
help advise the Pontifical Council for Social
Communications.

U.S. Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien,
pro-grand master of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, is among 22 new cardinals
named Jan. 6 by Pope Benedict XVI.
Cardinal-designate O’Brien is pictured in Rome in a 2011 file photo.
(CNS photo/Pa ul Haring) (Jan. 6,
2012) See stories CARDINALS Jan.
6, 2012.
more. “I think anyone who has engaged in
homosexual activity, or has strong homosexual inclinations, would be best not to
apply to a seminary and not to be accepted into a seminary,” he said, later adding
that he was speaking for himself based on
his prior stints as a seminary rector, not
for the U.S. bishops or the Vatican.
He got to dedicate a new headquarters
building for the military archdiocese in
September 2007, mere days before his installation as archbishop of Baltimore.
But about four years later, he was on
his way to Rome to head the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, dedicated to supporting the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and to responding to the needs of Catholics in the Holy
Land. Its work covers Israel, Palestine,
Jordan and Cyprus. The Knights fund
seminaries, schools, hospitals and social
centers throughout the patriarchate.
Cardinal-designate O’Brien succeeded
another U.S. prelate, the late Cardinal
John P. Foley, in the post.
In 2009, as Baltimore archbishop, he
told an audience of 500 people gathered
for a military-sponsored symposium in
Omaha, Neb., that the abolition of nuclear weapons was an issue of “fundamental moral values that should unite people
across national and ideological boundaries.”
The following year, in Paris, he said the
path to the elimination of nuclear weapons will be “long and treacherous,” but
humanity “must walk this path with both
care and courage in order to build a future
free of the nuclear threat.”
Last summer, he had an exchange of
letters urging Maryland Gov. Martin J.
O’Malley, a Catholic, not to sponsor legislation legalizing same-sex marriage.
“As advocates for the truths we are compelled to uphold,” the future cardinal
wrote, “we speak with equal intensity and
urgency in opposition to your promoting
a goal that so deeply conflicts with your
faith, not to mention the best interests of
our society.”
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Bishop Reminds Inmates that God is With Them

I

nmates at the State Correctional Institution in Camp Hill filled the facility’s
chapel on Christmas Eve, their heads bowed in prayer as they knelt on the wooden pews.
Here, as morning light splashed through the chapel’s stained-glass windows, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden gathered with the men to celebrate Mass on the eve of the
Lord’s birth.
“Our God is not distant from us. Our Lord came to be with us,” the bishop told the
congregation. A Nativity scene placed at the front of the chapel reinforced the bishop’s remark. “He came as a child because he did not want to be a threat to us,” he said.
He told them that the Lord hears the cry of the lonely and the poor, and said that
love is always able to forgive.
“The only gift we need is to be loved,” Bishop McFadden said. “Everyone wants
to be loved.”
In a post to his Facebook page after the Mass at the prison, the bishop said he was
“deeply moved” by the inmates’ reverence for the Eucharist, and asked the faithful to
pray for the inmates and their families.
There are 12 prisons within the boundaries of the Diocese of Harrisburg, and Prison
Christian Growth Groups are active in several of these prisons. To learn about prison
ministry in the diocese, visit the “Special Ministries” link at www.hbgdiocese.org.
For information on Prison Christian Growth Groups, contact Joe Marrazzo at 717439-7669 or jgmnjm@comcast.net.
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Catholic Sports Report
Lancaster Catholic Wins Another State Championship
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
When you play Lancaster Catholic in football, you know that the
Crusaders are block, tackle and control the line of scrimmage with a
physical style of football that features power over finesse. Rarely do
teams match the Crusaders’ brawny push, but in the Class AA state
final at Hersheypark Stadium against underdog Tyrone, Lancaster
Catholic ran into a football team not easily pushed around.
In the end, the Crusaders won 17-7 in a hard fought game that was
a lot closer than the score might say. The Golden Eagles, led by Arkon
University Zips-bound quarterback Steve Franco, had several opportunities to hit homerun throws against the Crusaders’ secondary, but
failed to haul in a couple of dandy throws.
Momentum was clearly in the Golden Eagles’ favor midway
through the fourth quarter as the Crusaders clung to only a field goal
lead. But after a key defensive stop deep inside Crusaders’ territory,
Lancaster Catholic did what state champs do. They capitalized and
marched down the field behind a stellar offensive line and equally so
running back Roman Clay to set up a third and nine on the Golden
Eagle 15-yard line with 1:36 to go.
You’re probably thinking it’s time to play it safe, run the ball, drain
the clock, and make Tyrone drive the field to beat you. Instead, you
call a nifty play action throw that stuns the defense and finds a wide
open Sean Titus for the touchdown and the proverbial nail in Tyrone’s
coffin. It’s a gutsy call given that quarterback Andrew Dzurik had
thrown two picks earlier in the game. With Tyrone expecting the usual
Crusaders’ power, it was a little finesse that allowed the Crusaders to
hoist their second trophy in three seasons and complete an undefeated
season at 16-0.

Future Northwestern Wildcat
Adam DiPietro gets it done in
the trenches.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Quarterback Andrew Dzurik delivers the final strike
against Tyrone.

Running back
Roman Clay
rumbles for some
of his 154 years
on 25 carries.

Crusaders’ fanatics
celebrate the school’s
second football state
championship in three
years.

JANUARY 20, 2012, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 11

Catholic Sports Report
Brothers Spence, Noah
and Tariq, try and contain
speedy Desmon Peoples
early in the game. The
Vikings averaged over
46 points a game in their
14-1 season.

Head coach Jeff Weachter chats
with Ohio State’s new coach Urban
Meyer during the pre-game.

Bishop McDevitt Falls to a
Mighty Archbishop Wood Team
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Tough as it is to claw your way back to a state
final after losing the year before in heartbreaking
fashion, the Crusaders of Bishop McDevitt strung
together a series of big wins late in the season to
earn the right to play District 12, Philadelphia Catholic League juggernaut Archbishop Wood in the
Class AAA football final at Hersheypark Stadium a
week before Christmas.
The Vikings’ only loss came in Week 1 to Pittsburgh Central Catholic, but since that loss they rattled off 13 straight victories over solid football programs including 12 straight mercy-rule triumphs.
And they beat last year’s champ, Allentown Central
Catholic, in the semifinal by rolling up 70 points.
While most thought Archbishop Wood had the
decided advantage over the Crusaders in the title tilt
– given that they had Desmon and Brandon Peoples,

backfield cousins, who combined for more than
2,000 yards on the ground during the season – most
in the know also thought that McDevitt could match
up athletically to at least be competitive. Not so.
But an offensive line with three Division I recruits allowed the Vikings to dominate the trenches.
The Crusaders quickly gave up on their own running game, and with a number of early three-andouts caused by passing game miscues, the Vikings
took advantage of the mismatch and ran downhill all
night to rout the Crusaders, 52-0.
Losing in convincing manner is never a way to
end an otherwise great season by the Crusaders.
And having All-Pro Philadelphia Eagles’ running
back Shady McCoy on the sideline witnessing the
defeat had to be humbling. Ohio State’s new coach
Urban Meyer was there too to finish off the sell for
McDevitt’s Noah Spence, who will take his 50 career sacks into the Big Ten next fall to play for the
Buckeyes.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Quarterback Alec Werner
gets blindsided by Archbishop Wood’s Jon Vicari.
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Boy’s Recovery from Flesh-Eating
Bacteria Judged a Kateri Miracle
By Terry McGuire
Catholic News Service
Elsa and Donny Finkbonner of St. Joseph Parish in Ferndale, Wash., had no doubt that their young son’s recovery
from a deadly flesh-eating bacteria almost six years ago
was a miracle.
On Dec. 19, Pope Benedict XVI confirmed that when he
signed a decree acknowledging a miracle attributed to the
intervention of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha in the recovery
of Jake Finkbonner from the rare and potentially fatal disease, necrotizing fascilitis.
In February 2006, just before his sixth birthday, the boy
was playing basketball when he suffered a cut on his lip
that enabled the bacteria to invade his bloodstream. Days
later, he was near death at Children’s Orthopedic Hospital
and Medical Center in Seattle.
Because the family is part Native American, Father Tim
Sauer, then-St. Joseph pastor, suggested they pray to God
through Blessed Kateri (1656-1680), a Mohawk woman
who devoted her short life to her Catholic faith and to
caring for the sick and elderly. Known as the Lily of the
Mohawks, she was beatified in 1980, the first native North
American to be so honored. Her feast day is July 14.
Jake beat the odds and recovered, and with the approval
of then-Archbishop Alex J. Brunett of Seattle, the case of
Blessed Kateri’s intercession was investigated as the possible one remaining miracle needed for her canonization.
The Finkbonners were elated upon receiving the news –
and of their son’s part in it.
“It’s so overwhelmingly exciting, and just an honorable
process to be a part of,” Elsa Finkbonner said.
She said Jake, now a sixth-grader at Assumption School
in Bellingham, is “pretty excited about it,” too.
“It’s been five years in the making, so he’s pretty excited
that everything is all coming to light and that it’s all hap-

pening,” she told The Catholic Northwest Progress, Seattle
archdiocesan newspaper.
Mrs. Finkbonner said Jake also is looking forward to
meeting the pope when the canonization takes place.
“There’s no doubt in mine and Donny’s mind that Jake’s
survival is in fact a miracle,” she said. “And we did everything that Father Tim had asked us to do in praying for
her intercession. And others prayed for him. So I’m happy
that the Vatican has honored Jake to be the last miracle in
[Blessed] Kateri becoming a saint.”
Blessed Kateri was born in 1656 in a village on the Mohawk River called Ossernenon, now Auriesville, N.Y. A
smallpox epidemic left her orphaned at age 4, and she was
raised by her relatives. But after she was baptized at age
20, against the wishes of family members and many in her
clan, Kateri fled to Canada, taking refuge at St. Francis
Xavier Mission in the Mohawk Nation at Caughnawaga,
not too far from Montreal.
Father Sauer said he thought it was appropriate that the
news of Blessed Kateri’s upcoming canonization came
during Advent. Just as God chose ordinary people in Mary
and Joseph to be the “instruments of that miracle” of the
birth of Jesus, “God continues to do miracles today to
strengthen people’s faith and to use ordinary people like
[Blessed] Kateri and Jake Finkbonner,” he said.
He said Jake’s recovery was a “great testament” to the
faith of the Finkbonners, the Native American Catholics on
the Lummi Reservation and people all over the world who
were praying for the boy.
He said Blessed Kateri’s canonization will be a boost to
Native American Catholics across the country.
“I think this is a real affirmation and encouragement
to Native American Catholics who continue to live their
Catholic faith, oftentimes in the face of a lot of criticism
and opposition,” he said.

CNS/NANCY WIECHEC

A statue of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha is seen outside
the Kateri Shrine in Fonda, N.Y., in this 2010 file photo. Pope Benedict XVI has advanced the sainthood
cause of Kateri, the first Native American to be beatified. The Church has recognized the second miracle
needed for her canonization.

By your Baptism,
YOU are a MISSIONARY
Called to share your faith,
to pass on the “Good News” of Jesus
among the mission poor,
touching families…refugees…orphans…
the sick…the elderly…
those who live without the hope
that comes from Christ our Lord!
JOIN in the worldwide mission of Jesus!
JOIN
THE PROGATION OF THE FAITH
…a Pontifical Mission Society
Membership Sunday – February 5th, 2012
Thank you for your commitment to the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith.
Reverend Robert F. Sharman,
Diocesan Director
For more information, contact:
Pontifical Mission Office
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, Pa. 17111
717-657-4804 ext. 240
http://www.onefamilyinmission.org
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Local Church News

The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate Heart of
Mary: Evelyn Altland, Jeanne
Fitzgibbon, Melissa Kroft, Brenda
Menges, Alice Restak.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception BVM: Helen Brobst, William Gray,
Celia Lipovsky, Irene Nimlo, William
B. Robison; St. Joseph: Joseph “Jiggs”
DiPasquale, Joseph Hrusko, Elsie Lasser,
Herman “Babe” Paolinelli, Lorraine
Talanca, Rosalie Traugh.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Barbara
C. Brown, Thomas W. Bucher, Edwin B.
Fait, Julie Maria Lacey, Edward J.
McMenamin.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Melvin Myers.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Ario
Andreoli, Sr., Neil Kreitzer, Pauline
Willard, Joseph Zalonis.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Dolores Ryan.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Elmer Eger, Michael Kuchera.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of Hope:
Jacquelin Finley, John J. Maher, Walter L.
Neary, Sr., Frank J. Nicola, Debra Lynn
Popiel, Frances A. Rumberger, Robert
Shepard.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Catherine
Broome, Iva Gable, Louis Gable, Joseph
Horn, Linda Nikolaus, George
Shenberger; St. Peter: Margie Deascenti.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart: Judith M.
Thomas.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph: Joseph
Fabie, George A. Koch, Walter Plumber.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Rebecca Coira,
John Moslock.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: George
Bahajak, Josephine Dalton, Victoria
Lowell, Margaret (Ellis) Shearer.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Mary
Frances Scott.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Ronald E. Baker, Linda Kirschner.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Adam Carr,
Norman Hertz, Mary Lou Markle, Camilla
R. Smith; St. Vincent de Paul: William
Schuster.
HARRISBURG – Holy Family: George
Havrilla, Rinaldo Marsico; St. Catherine
Labouré: Jay Doud, James Gordon
Hallam, Blanche Henson, Richard Judge,
Sue Mastrangelo, Mary Miller, Doris
Plasic, Vincent Topper; St. Francis of
Assisi: Ruben Espino, Walter Metrick,
Nancy Spradley, Maria Toledo.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Salvan
Cialone, Michael Cunningham, Tina
DeLuce, Rosemarie Martin, Dino
Niccolini, Patricia Rode.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Mildred
Dormer, Francis Kutchen, Catherine
Ososkie, Frank Pupo, Linda Savitski.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: Joan
Pindell; Sacred Heart of Jesus: Edward
Husted, William Iannecelli.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Jeanne
Creed, Gilbert Maurer, Van Miller,
William Reppert.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: Alice
Byrne, Helen Riley.
LYKENS – Our Lady Help of Christians:
John “Jack” Hand, Joseph Pendal, Sr.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Shirley Klunk, Wilma Jean Small,
Bernadette Weaver.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton: Ethelene Gallo, John W. Halbert,
David E. Leckrone, Noreen Nettleton,
Marilyn Schumacher, Elizabeth Vice;
St. Katharine Drexel: Mary Eisenhauer,
Kathleen Goodrich; St. Joseph: Charles
Crist, Cecelia Greco, Gregory Merrill,
Betty Mitchell, Dorothy Piccolo, Marlene
R. Poplaski, Robert Sauve.

MILLERSBURG – Queen of Peace:
Carol Moore.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Eugene Cullen, Sarah L.
Liebendorfer, Margaret R. Petrisek.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Joseph Bridy, Elizabeth “Betty” Klokis,
Mary L. Orzechowski, Albert R.
Tomtishen, Hilda Wagner; Our Lady:
Evelyn Butkie, Clem Domarecki, Leo
Reichwein, Elizabeth Schultz, Thomas
Shuda.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
John Baum, Audrey Reiber.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist:
Mary E. Allulis, Audrey L. Carson,
Margaret D. Paglia.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Leitha R. Deardorff,
Richard Hockensmith, Jane Hoover.
QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of
Siena: Mary J. Devlin, Timothy Grauer,
Charles Tacelosky.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Norbert Greber, Thomas Holahan.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Kathryn Carnuccio, Kelley Gusick,
Eleanor Kishela, Anna Kotkoski, Frances
Rumberger, Robert Shepard, Charlotte
Weimer, Clement Zyniewicz.
SHIPPENSBURG – Our Lady of the
Visitation: James Nezat.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Catherine
Michtich.
TREVORTON – St. Patrick: Catherine
Deroba, Caroline Donovan, Mary K.
Fitzpatrick, Madeline Reck.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Regina
Hockenberry, Dora O’Toole, Richard
O’Toole.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM:
Halmon L. Banks, Kathleen J. Yost; St.
Joseph: Beatrice Corcoran, John R. Long,
Irene A. McCrorie, Genoveva F. Osiones,
Michael R. Thompson, Margaret M. Williams; St. Patrick: Fred Kabonick.

Father Vincent Paul Crotty
Redemptorist Missionary, Superior, Parochial Administrator and Hospital Chaplain, Father Vincent Paul Crotty died Dec.
16 in St. John Neumann Residence at Stella
Maris in Timonium, Md.
Father Crotty was born in Sayre, Pa., on
Nov. 29, 1923 and was ordained on June
19, 1949. For the first 13 years of his priesthood he served on the foreign missions in
Brazil in Ponta Pora, Campo Grande, Ponta
Grossa, and Curitiba. In 1964 he returned
to the United States to serve for more than
four decades in parish and hospital ministry in Rochester, N.Y, Ephrata, Lancaster,
and Tobyhanna Pa., Baltimore Md., and in
Bethpage on Long Island, N.Y. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Father Crotty served
at Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in
Ephrata and St. Anthony of Padua Parish in
Lancaster.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.
19. Burial was in Sacred Heart of Jesus
Cemetery in Baltimore.

Sister Gertrude Murray
St. Joseph Sister Gertrude Murray, formerly Sister Robert Joseph, died Dec. 25 at
St. Joseph Villa in Flourtown, Pa. She was
89.
Born in Lebanon, she was a member of
Assumption BVM Parish and attended St.
Mary’s School and Lebanon Catholic High
School. In 1941 she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph and served
for 70 years. She spent 46 years in education as an elementary school teacher and
principal, serving in the Archdioceses of
Newark and Philadelphia and the Diocese
of Allentown, Harrisburg, and Camden.
She also served in various parishes and as
a pastoral care minister at St. Joseph Villa.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.
30, at the Villa, with burial at the Villa
cemetery.

Father Cramer Earns Campus Ministry Certification
Father Donald Cramer, former Catholic campus minister at Dickinson College and
Bloomsburg University and current pastor of St. Monica Parish in Sunbury, has recently been certified by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops by way of
the Catholic Campus Ministry Association (CCMA), a national professional association for campus ministers.
Father Cramer has worked in college campus ministry at four different colleges in
various capacities. He received bachelor’s degrees in Labor and Industrial Relations
from Penn State University and Philosophy from Saint Vincent College, and theology
degrees in Divinity and Systematic Theology from Saint Vincent Seminary. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, studying Nonprofit
Administration and Leadership. Father Cramer remains an active member of CCMA,
most recently serving as steering committee chair for the organization’s last national
convention.
Certification measures a person’s compliance with CCMA’s competency-based
Standards for Campus Ministers. Through a process of self-evaluation, reflection,
prayer, and peer assessment, the campus minister demonstrates his or her competency
in personal, theological, and professional areas. Moreover, the campus minister is
expected to demonstrate his or her acceptance of CCMA’s Code of Ethics.
CCMA’s standards and procedures for certifying Catholic campus ministers are
approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Commission on Certification and Accreditation. CCMA was authorized to certify campus ministers in the
name of the USCCB/CCA in October 1992. CCMA also provides publications and
educational programs for campus ministers and promotes the mission of the Church
in higher education.

Cursillo Weekend Workshop Planned
The Harrisburg Cursillo Movement is sponsoring a “Cursillo Weekend Workshop”
on Feb. 11 at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. Michael Ciccocioppo, Region II
Coordinator for the Cursillo Movement, will be conducting this workshop. Current
policies and updates will be reviewed, along with their implications for the Harrisburg Diocese. The workshop will be held from 8:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Mass will be
celebrated at 11:25 a.m.
A catered lunch will be provided for $6 for those who are interested. Payment may
be given at the door, but pre-registration is encouraged. Please register for both the
workshop and the luncheon by calling Betty Berry at 717-652-2728, or by emailing
your intent to registration@schoolofleadersharrisburg.org.
Please respond to God’s call to participate in this essential workshop, as we continue to enhance the Cursillo Movement in the Harrisburg Diocese. All cursillistas
are encouraged to attend, particularly those who are team members for our upcoming
weekends.

St. Benedict’s
Blankets
The Outreach Ministry of St. Benedict the
Abbot Parish in Lebanon
donated blankets and
cleaning supplies earlier
this winter to assist Lebanon County Christian
Ministries. Ruth Fancovic and Ann Gruber are
shown filling a vehicle
with the much-needed
donations.

Sister Anastasia Drain
Adorers of the Blood of Christ Sister
Anastasia Marie Drain died Dec. 28 at St.
Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia. She was 86.
Born Patricia Ann Drain in Juniata-Altoona, Pa., she entered the Adorers of the
Blood of Christ in Columbia in 1943. Sister Anastasia Marie taught for more than 20
years at parish schools in North Carolina,
Indiana, Ohio, Georgia and Illinois. In the
Diocese of Harrisburg, she taught at St.
Mary’s in Steelton, was a pastoral minister
at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg,
and served at St. Joseph’s Convent and St.
Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Jan. 3
at St. Joseph’s Convent. Burial was in the
Adorer Cemetery, Columbia.

Sister Ellenita Loehr
Christian Charity Sister Ellenita Loehr
died at Holy Family Convent in Danville
Dec. 25. She was 91.
Born Loretta Loehr in Astoria, N.Y., she
entered the Congregation of the Sisters of

PHOTO COURTESY OF ST. BENEDICT PARISH

Christian Charity in Mendham, N.J., in
1935. Sister Ellenita’s entire religious life
was dedicated to domestic work in convents in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. She moved to Holy Family Convent in 1990 for general help.
The funeral Mass was celebrated in the
Holy Family Convent Chapel. Burial was
in St. Joseph Cemetery, Danville.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in January during the past 25
years:
Deacon Eugene Skiffington, 1989
Msgr. William Lyons, 1993
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
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maraderie with their classmates.
“It took awhile for the Philadelphia
crowd
to agree to come to Harrisburg.
Continued from 1
Some of them said they doubted if there
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Middlewas any learning or culture at the foot of
town, who served with Msgr. Bierster as asthe Alleghenies, but we proved differentsistant at St. Joan of Arc from 1992-1995.
ly,” Father Hilbert quipped. “Father Ma“He enjoyed brining the presence of Christ
honey and Msgr. Bierster worked hard,
to people, especially to the sick and the sufferwe put on a good show, and our classing and those who were dying,” he said.
mates were impressed that we could walk
Msgr. Bierster was born Aug. 22, 1926, in
and chew gum at the same time.”
Mount Carmel. He graduated from the former
Father Ogden first came to know Msgr.
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in CatonsBierster when the younger priest was in
ville, Md., and received his Masters of Theolhigh school. Father Ogden’s priest-uncle,
ogy from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in
the late Father Louis Creeden, was pastor
Wynnewood, Philadelphia, and a Masters of
of St. James Parish in
Education from Villanova
Steelton and Msgr.
University.
“He never judged
Bierster was in resiHe was ordained May
people. He accepted dence there during
10, 1952, by Bishop
his service as SuperGeorge Leech at St. Pat- them for who they were,
intendent of Schools.
rick Cathedral in Harrisnot where he would
He also came to
burg, and was appointed
have wanted them to know Msgr. Bieran Honorary Prelate
ster through the late
be at that time.”
(Monsignor) on Oct. 19,
~ Father Louis Ogden, Msgr. Walter Shaull,
1972, by Pope Paul VI.
Pastor of Seven Sorrows Father Ogden’s longDuring his decades of
of the Blessed Virgin time spiritual director
service to the diocese,
and Msgr. Bierster’s
Mary Parish, Middletown
Msgr. Bierster was paropredecessor as Superchial vicar at the former
intendent.
St. Peter Church in Mount Carmel (1952Father Ogden was assigned as an assis1954), principal of York Catholic High School
tant at St. Joan of Arc in 1992, as Msgr.
(1954-1964) and Bishop McDevitt High
Bierster was recovering from a heart atSchool in Harrisburg (1964-1965), Diocesan
tack. The older priest relied heavily on
Assistant Superintendent of Schools (1965his young assistant, and in turn, served as
1970), Diocesan Superintendent of Schools
role model to him.
(1970-1977), and pastor of St. Joan of Arc
“I think his legacy will be that of serving
Parish from 1977 until his retirement in 2002.
God’s people unconditionally and withMsgr. Bierster resided at the Priests’ Retireout judgment,” Father Ogden said. “He
ment Residence in Harrisburg from his retirenever judged people. He accepted them
ment until November 2009, and in his final
for who they were, not where he would
years was cared for the by the Little Sisters
have wanted them to be at that time.
of the Poor – the religious order of one of his
Even as Msgr. Bierster’s health diminsisters – at nursing homes in Pittsburgh and in
ished, he continued to serve.
Totowa, N.J.
“He used whatever time God had given
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden celebrated
him to serve the needs of the people as
the funeral Mass Dec. 23 at St. Joan of Arc
best as he possibly could. When he went
Church. Burial was in the Priests’ Circle at
to the care of the Little Sisters of the Poor,
Holy Cross Cemetery in Harrisburg.
even though he was a resident, he was
Father Joseph Hilbert, one of Msgr. Bierpriest to the people. He was happy to hear
ster’s classmates at St. Charles Borromeo
Confessions, to anoint the sick, to counsel
Seminary in Wynnewood, recalls his friend as
the older folks,” Father Ogden said.
a dedicated and meticulous priest in all aspects
“I really believe in his later years that
of his ministry.
he was a suffering servant,” he said. “His
“He was very thorough in his work, and
priesthood became a priesthood of sufferwhen he did something, he did it right the first
ing. He used that for the glorification of
time,” Father Hilbert remarked.
God and to continue to draw souls closer
“He certainly was a good principal. I sucto the Lord. He never once complained.
ceeded him as principal at Bishop McDevitt,
He trusted implicitly in God’s Divine
so I was the beneficiary of his fine work. He
Providence.”
was beloved at York Catholic, and certainly
Father Walter Sempko lives at the
the people in Hershey were grateful to have Priests’ Retirement Residence in Harhim as pastor,” he said. “He was a total priest. risburg, where he spent a few years with
He was extremely conscientious and a good Msgr. Bierster.
celebrant of the Eucharist. I can’t say enough
“He impressed me as one who certainly
good things about him.”
knew the real meaning of the priesthood.
An annual event that Msgr. Bierster and He loved the Lord in the Blessed SacraFather Hilbert enjoyed with fellow diocesan ment, he loved the Blessed Mother, the
priest Father Daniel Mahoney (who died in Mass, the rosary,” Father Sempko said.
2007) was a reunion for the class of 1952
“He was kind, thoughtful, ready to serve
from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Wyn- people, especially those who needed parnewood.
ticular attention,” Father Sempko reflectIn May 2005, the three diocesan priests ed. “He was a real down-to-earth priest
brought that reunion to Hershey, where they in his service to God’s people. He knew
celebrated Mass and enjoyed dinner and ca- what it was to be a Good Shepherd.”

Msgr. Bierster

Father Langan
Continued from 1

people. Really, this was his family and his home, and he was truly the
father,” he told The Catholic Witness.
Father Langan remained in Abbottstown following his retirement in
2005, and continued to celebrate Mass and minister in the area, even
as his health began to fail.
“As much as he carried the Gospel well in his life, certainly in his
last years with suffering, pain and illness, he truly modeled the suffering Christ,” Father Smith reflected.
This past Christmas Eve, a determined Father Langan celebrated the
children’s liturgy at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.
“The church was packed, and Father Langan told the children gathered around him of the story of Alabaster, the angel of Bethlehem,”
Father Smith said. “He was so tired but energized by the children of
God and the Christmas spirit of love and family.”
Father Chester Snyder, who knew Father Langan from his own days
as campus minister at Bloomsburg University while Father Langan
was serving at St. Columba, said he found consolation in knowing
that the late priest was able
to celebrate Mass on Christ“Father Langan was a
mas Eve.
“We are most priest when gentle spirit. He was a
we stand with you around
God’s altar and offer Christ’s great influence with his
Body and Blood for the forstorytelling, his Irish
giveness of our sins,” Father
Snyder, pastor of St. Joseph wit, and his simplicity.”
Parish in Mechanicsburg,
~ Father Kenneth Smith,
told the congregation during
Pastor of Immaculate Heart of
a Jan. 8 Mass of RememMary Parish, Abbottstown
brance at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church.
Father Langan was born March 30, 1932, in Philadelphia. He was
educated in Philadelphia and attended Niagara University, DeChantal
House of Studies in Lewistown, N.Y., De Sales Hall School of Theology in Hyattsville, Md., The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., and Temple University in Philadelphia.
Father Langan was ordained an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales on
June 4, 1959. He came to the Diocese of Harrisburg in 1991.
His ministry included service in high schools, including Bishop
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg, as superior of an Oblate Seminary and in administration at De Sales University in Allentown, Pa. In
1976, he became the Catholic campus minister at Bloomsburg University and administrator of Christ the King Parish in Benton. In 1983,
he was assigned as pastor of Holy Child Parish in Philadelphia. He
returned to the Diocese of Harrisburg and served as parochial vicar at
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland and was named pastor of St.
Columba in 1986 and pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
1989 before retiring in 2005.
Father Smith said he was happy to be assigned as pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish last June because the appointment re-united
him with Father Langan and Msgr. Robert Gribbin, a priest in residence there. The three priests had traveled to the Holy Land together
in 1998.
“When the bishop asked me to come to Immaculate Heart of Mary,
it was like the three of us were back together again,” Father Smith
said. “The experience was too short, but the quality of time we had
together was absolutely wonderful.”
“Father Langan was a gentle spirit. He was a great influence with his
storytelling, his Irish wit, and his simplicity,” he remarked.
Father Langan taught him valuable lessons, he said. “Be gentle. Be
patient. Learn to laugh and smile. Always be the shepherd, always be
the priest. Teach by example.”
“He truly had the spirit of St. Francis,” he said.
Msgr. Lyons also pointed to his impressions of the late priest.
“He was a very kind, open and pastoral person,” he said. “People
weren’t afraid to come to him. He had a certain humility that attracted
people.”
Father Snyder, in his homily during the Mass of Remembrance, remarked that “In the journey of his priesthood, Father Langan had the
best of both worlds; he lived and served the religious life with the
Oblates of St. Francis de Sales and he lived and served as diocesan
priest of Harrisburg. He brought the spirituality of religious life to his
diocesan ministry, and I like to think his experience as a diocesan priest
enriched his own identity as a religious.
“But in the end it is all the same,” Father Snyder continued. “Whether
we are religious or secular, clergy or lay, young or old, we all share a
journey of life, a journey during which, if we are willing to sit down and
listen and invite the stranger in, we are able to hear the voice of Jesus
calling us to a meaningful life here and now and to the fullness of life in
his heavenly kingdom. Or as Father Langan’s traveling companion St.
Francis de Sales likes to say: ‘In life, we seek God. In death, we find God.
In eternity, we possess God.’”
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

The annual Sanctity of Life Mass sponsored by

the Knights of Malta of the Lancaster Region will
be celebrated by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort
Wayne-South Bend Jan. 20 at 7 p.m. at St. Leo the
Great Church in Rohrerstown. For information, visit
www.orderofmaltalancaster.com.
A Caelorum service of worship and Adoration with
music, will be led by Glenn Czaplinski Jan. 20 at 7:30 p.m. at
St. John the Baptist Church in New Freedom.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity occurs from
Jan. 18 to Jan. 25. The Diocese of Harrisburg will celebrate
the event with Solemn Vespers at 4 p.m. Jan. 22 at the new
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg. The four area
L.A.R.C. Bishops are expected to attend.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Jan.
29 at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace – Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Steelton. The Croatian Mass
for February is scheduled for Feb. 26 at 12:30 p.m.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will
be held Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. Father Brian Wayne will preside.
Come and experience the power of Eucharistic Adoration and
praise and worship music. A reception will be held immediimmedi
ately afterward in the cafeteria. For more information, call
717-583-0240.
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Feb.
7 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by
Father Paul Helwig. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of
Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more informainforma
tion, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709.
Heal a Heart with Roses for Remembrance. The St.
Pauline Center in Kulpmont will host a remembrance service
for deceased loved ones Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. Remember your
loved ones with a memorial silk rose to be blessed and placed
in an arrangement on the altar at the relic of St. Pauline.
Roses will remain there for a year. A $5 donation for each
rose. Lift Your Spirits performing art group will provide music.
Light refreshments.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Ireland Trip Featuring Notre Dame Football Game.

Father Sylvan Capitani from St. John the Baptist Parish in
New Freedom will be leading a trip to Ireland which will feafea
ture a Navy vs. Notre Dame Football game in Dublin Ireland.
The trip is scheduled for Aug. 30-Sept. 7, 2012. The game is
on Sept. 1. The cost is $2,975 per person from Philadelphia.
Bus transportation from New Freedom is included in price. AdAd
ditional highlights of the trip include a Pilgrimage to Our Lady
of Knock, Visit to Jameson Whiskey Co., Medieval Dinner
at Bunratty Castle, Blarney Castle, and shopping. A deposit
of $650 is due when registering to reserve your spot. 45
people are needed to keep the cost for the trip under $3,000.
Complete information is available on the parish website www.
stjncath.org or contact Mary Jane Waro in the parish office
717-235-2156, ext. 224 or mjwaro@stjncath.org.
Catholic Italy – Our Lady of Lourdes Parish will host a 10
day tour of Catholic Italy. Scheduled to depart New York’s JFK
Airport on Sept. 4, 2012, the cost of this tour is $3,290 double
occupancy. This price does not include a $98 tax. Cities
included on this tour are Siena and San Gimignano, Pisa, the
beautiful city of Venice, Florence, Assisi, home of St. Francis,
the Vatican Museum and Vatican City where an audience with
the pope will be held provided the pope is in residence at that
time and Christian Rome. For additional information, call Ruth
at 717-732-1049.

The Travel Committee of St. Columba Parish in
Bloomsburg presents a Pilgrimage to Fatima & Lourdes

with Barcelona Oct. 21-30, 2012. Double $2,899; Single
$3,299; Triple $2,869. Contact John at 570-437-9081 or Pat at
784-2230 for brochure.
Israel: Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – Travel with
Father John Peck, O.S.B., Pastor of St. Paul the Apostle
Parish in Annville, to the Holy Land Nov. 7-15, 2012. Call
Jeanne Rittle at 717- 867-1525 to have an itinerary sent to
you or visit http://www.collettevacations.com/group-page/
index.cfm?ID=453914 to see the itinerary online. Highlights:
daily Mass, Caesarea, Nazareth, Basilica of the AnnunciaAnnuncia
tion, Cana, Tiberias, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, Sea of
Galilee, Transfiguration Church, Tel Megiddo, Jaffa Jerusalem,
Mount of Olives, Via Dolorosa, Church of The Holy Sepulcher,
Wailing Wall, Mount Zion, Bethlehem, Church of the Nativity.
Double Occupancy, $2,999 pp, includes most meals, round
trip air from Philadelphia, coach transfer to and from airport,
hotel transfers, air taxes.(5 day Discover Jordan post tour
extension option.)

Education, Enrichment & Support

St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a
reflection day, “Listening to Winter,” by LuAnn O’Connell and
Lois Miller Jan. 21 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (Snow date J an. 28,
same time) Offering of $35 or $25 with bag lunch is due by
the registration deadline of Jan. 20. To register, or for more
information about a discount, call 570-275-3581 or visit www.
sscm.org and click on Current Events.

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in New Oxford is conducting a Life in the

Spirit Seminar Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. in the Parish
House at 5 Carlisle Street, New Oxford. The dates are Feb. 2,
9, 16, 23 and March 1, 8, and 15. To register, and for information, contact Janet Shuttlesworth at 717-259-7798.

A CCW Morning of Reflection will be held Feb. 4 at
Mary Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown beginning with
International Rosary at 8 a.m. Mass will be celebrated at
8:30 followed by a talk by catechist Patti Price on Dogmas
of The Blessed Virgin Mary. For information, contact Tina at
717-866-6017.

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Harrisburg will offer a Bible study, “Matthew, the King and

His Kingdom,” part II. Monday sessions: Feb. 6-April 30,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday sessions: Feb. 8-May 2, 10 a.m.12 p.m. Workbooks cost $20 each.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Trinity High School Swim Team is hosting an
“All-you-can-eat” pancake breakfast Jan. 21, from 8-11a.m.
in the Trinity High School Cafeteria, Camp Hill. Cost is $7 for
adults and $4 for children ages 5 to 11. A raffle will be held.
St. Benedict Parish in Lebanon will hold a Sunday
breakfast/brunch Jan. 22 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Social
Hall. Cost is $7 adults and $3 children. Benefits the elevator
project campaign.
St. Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown will host
informational sessions and open houses in January and
March. Join the school for coffee, tea, juice and doughnuts
after 9:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday Mass Jan. 22 and 29 in
rooms 3 and 4, to learn about K-8 and the pre-school program. Open houses will take place for K-8 Jan. 31 and March
13 from 8:30-11 a.m. and 6:30-8 p.m., and for pre-K Jan. 29
from noon-2 p.m. For information, call or e-mail the school at
717-392-2441 or secretary@stleoschool.org, or the development office at 717-394-1742 or development@stleos.org.
Knights of Columbus Council 6810 Free Throw
Championship will be held Jan. 22 from 1-5 p.m. at

Hambright School in Lancaster. All boys and girls age 10-14
participate by showing proof of age (copy of birth certificate)
and written parental consent. Age class is based on age as
of Jan. 1. Contestants receive a Certificate of Participation.
Winners receive a Winner’s Certificate and wall plaque, and
move on to district, regional and state competition. International champs are named by KofC headquarters based
on scores from state-level contests. For more info, contact
George Elko at 717-203-6210 or e-mail gmelko@comcast.
net.
Sacred Heart School in Lancaster will host several
events for Catholic Schools Week. The week will kick off
with our traditional Family Fun Bingo in the church social
hall Jan. 27 from 5-9 p.m. Doors will open at 5 with concessions available and games will begin at 6 p.m. Tickets are $8
each or 4 for $25. Baskets are themed and are valued from
$30-$75. There will be 10 games. In addition to the bingo we
will be hosting a chili cook-off the same evening. A small fee
will be charged to be a judge at the cook-off. For more ticket
info or to be a chili cook-off contestant, contact the school at
717-393-8433.
St. Catherine Laboure School in Harrisburg will
hold an Open House Jan. 29 from 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Teachers from every grade level will be present and classrooms will
be open. Tours of the school will be given by our Royal Ambassadors. Refreshments will be served in the gym and the
Saint Jude Shop of Philadelphia will have First Communion
and Confirmation apparel and gifts on display for sale at that
time. If you would like more information about the school or
the Open House, contact Tricia McKinney, SCLS Director
of Advancement, at 717-564-1760, ext. 129 or tmckinney@
sclhbg.org.

Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata

will host an open house Jan. 29 from 10a.m.-12p.m. and Jan.
31 from 9 a.m.-11a.m. During the open house, prospective
families can tour the school, talk with students and alumni,
see our teachers in action and discover why OMPH Catholic
School would be the best choice for your child’s future. The
school is located at 330 Church Ave. Interested families are
welcome to join us for the 9 a.m. Catholic Schools Week
Mass on Jan. 29 followed by a reception in Fr. Jackson
Center or visit the classrooms Jan. 31from 9 a.m.-11a.m.
when current parents and staff members will be available
for questions. All are welcome regardless of religious, racial,
ethnic and economic backgrounds. For more information on
the curriculum, admissions and registration visit www.omph.
org or call 717-738-2414.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will hold
its Annual Beef & Beer Social Jan. 29 from noon-6 p.m. in the
parish social hall. Must be 21 years or older to attend. Tickets
can be purchased at the door for $10. For a $2 donation you
can enter a raffle to win local restaurant certificates. First
prize is $200 and second prize is $50.
St. Theresa School in New Cumberland will host an
Information Night Jan, 30 at 7 p.m. Prospective families can
also call the school any time at 717-774-7464 to set a visit
and a tour of the school. All faiths welcome.
St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg will be holding
an Information Night for New Parents of Prospective Students on Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. Snow Date: Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. Call
the school office for more information at 717-766-2564. St.
Joseph School will be accepting registration for new students
(grades 1-8 for 2012-2013 school year) Feb. 13-16 by appointment only (717-766-2564).
Holy Spirit Health System is offering free CPR classes
Feb. 4. American Heart Association-trained instructors will
be teaching these classes in Holy Spirit Hospital’s auditorium,
Camp Hill. Participants will learn the risk factors and signs
of a stroke, heart attack, cardiopulmonary arrest, and airway
obstruction, and how to correctly use an automated external

defibrillator (AED) for adults and children. “BLS for Healthcare Providers” will be offered from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. This course
is designed for healthcare providers. The “Heartsaver AED”
class will be offered to community members. Participants
may elect to learn adult and child CPR and/or infant CPR.
This class begins at 9 a.m. To register for these free classes,
call 717-972-4262.

York Catholic High School’s Athletic Association

is inducting six new members into its Sports Hall of Fame
Feb. 4 prior to the start of the boys’ varsity basketball game
versus Bishop McDevitt scheduled for a 7:30 p.m. tip-off.
The Sports Hall of Fame honors former student athletes and
the dedication of athletics program volunteers. Those being
inducted include: Jeff Alloway (coach), Kevin Bankos (coach),
Stephanie Freed (volunteer), Robert Huber, Jr. (athlete), Ron
Johnson (athlete), and Jim Senft (coach).

Oxford Hall Celtic Shop and the Cathedral Gift
Shop announce a trunk show for First Communion children,

parents and grandparents Feb. 5 from 12:30 p.m.-4 p.m. at
Bishop Rhoades Hall in Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg.
Refreshments will be served. Pre-registration is required by
contacting Oxford Hall at 717-774-8789 or on-line at www.
oxfordhall@aol.com. The event will feature over 150 First
Communion dresses. There will be an assortment of dresses
for sale and others for order. The event will also showcase
a large assortment of veils, jewelry, accessories, and gift
ideas. Boys items will also be on hand. Samples of suits will
be available for preview as well as boys’ ties, accessories,
and gifts for sale. Proceeds from the sale at the Cathedral will
benefit the Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick.
The Holy Spirit Hospital Auxiliary will be hosting a
presentation of Theatre Harrisburg’s presentation of “Joseph
& the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. at
The Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts. This timeless
favorite is appropriate for all ages. Tickets are $25 each and
are available by calling Holy Spirit Hospital’s Auxiliary’s office
at 71-763-2796. Tickets for this performance are not available
through the Whitaker Center’s Box Office. All proceeds will
benefit Holy Spirit’s Spirit of Women program. The Auxiliary
will be collecting items to benefit clients of the St. Francis
Soup Kitchen. Guests are encouraged to bring donations of
canned goods to the performance.
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will hold
a Small Appliance Bingo (blender, toaster, slow cooker, etc.)
Feb. 12 at Divine Mercy Hall. Doors open at 1 p.m., Bingo
starts at 2 p.m. Food will be available for sale. Entrance fee is
$15. For tickets, call 570-373-5936.

The 3rd Annual St. Joan of Arc School Night of
Knights Gala a Silver Celebration will be held Feb. 18 at

6 p.m. at the Hershey Country Club. Our guest of honor for
the evening will be Sister Eileen Marie D.M. who is celebrating her 25th anniversary as school principal. Join us for an
evening of dinner, dancing, silent auction and fellowship. For
tickets and more information, contact Deb Rizzotto at 717533-2854 or drizzotto@stjoanhershey.org.

A silent auction to benefit Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish in St. Marc Haiti will be held in the so-

cial hall at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville
Feb. 18 from 6:30-8 p.m. and Feb. 19 from 9 a.m.1 p.m. Items for bid include gift certificates, theme
baskets, household items, works of art, jewelry
and much more. Cash and checks only.
Coach & Cash Bingo featuring 100% authentic Coach
Purses will be held at St. Aloysius Parish Hall in Littlestown
Feb. 26 (inclement weather makeup date March 4). Doors
open at 12:30 p.m., Bingo starts at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $20
in advance and $25 at the door. You must have an admission
ticket to play and to enter and be accompanied by a paying
adult to play if under 18. Door prizes and raffles. Luncheon
platters and other food available – kitchen opens at 11
a.m. For tickets, call St. Aloysius rectory at 717-359-4513
during office hours or send check payable to St. Aloysius
Church and tickets will be mailed to you.

Parish & Organization News
The Diocese of Scranton is seeking an experienced
and skilled professional pastoral leader to serve as Diocesan
Secretary for the Office for Parish Life (OPL). The Secretary
is responsible to lead and oversee the implementation of the
diocesan bishop’s Pastoral Vision for the Church of Scranton,
which focuses on servant-leadership and providing assistance to parishes in the areas of Word, Worship, Community
and Service. The leader must be a practicing Catholic, have
a Master’s degree in Theology or related field, at least 5
years’ experience in parish and/or diocesan ministry and the
ability to create and nurture a team approach to ministry.
Candidates are encouraged to review a more comprehensive
job description which appears on the Diocesan website at:
www.dioceseofscranton.org. Interested applicants should
send a letter of interest, resume and salary requirements by
January 31 to: James Burke, Diocesan Secretary for Human
Resources, 300 Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, PA.18503, or
email Jim-Burke@dioceseofscranton.org.
Managing Director – The Catholic Foundation

the philanthropic arm of the Diocese of Greensburg, PA,
is seeking a Managing Director. The Foundation manages
fundraising initiatives, including the Diocesan Lenten Appeal,
endowments, planned giving efforts and stewardship education. The Managing Director of The Catholic Foundation for the
Diocese of Greensburg directs, manages, and oversees major
gifts, planned giving, capital campaigns, endowment development programs, and supervises the areas of the Diocesan
Lenten Appeal and stewardship education. Please see www.
deweykaye.com/jobswatch for details and how to apply. Application deadline is Jan. 27.
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World and National News

Three-Year Study of Women Religious
Completed; Vatican Reviews Results
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
A three-year study of U.S. women religious called for by the Vatican has been
completed with the final comprehensive
report recently sent to Rome.
No details of the findings in what the
Church calls an apostolic visitation were
released by Mother Mary Clare Millea, superior general of the Apostles of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the apostolic visitator
appointed by the Vatican to undertake the
study.
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, confirmed Jan. 10 that reports had been received by the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and
Societies of Apostolic Life “and is now
studying them.”
“At this time, it is premature to expect
comments from the congregation,” he said.
The Vatican spokesman said the congregation is expected “to make known its
evaluation of the results of the visit” at
some future date.
The apostolic visitation office in Hamden, Conn., did not respond to several requests for an interview.
In a Jan. 9 press release, the visitation
office said a comprehensive report was
sent to Archbishop Joseph W. Tobin, the
congregation’s secretary. In addition, the
release said, Mother Clare had submitted
most of the reports on each of the nearly

400 religious congregations in the U.S.
and continues to work on completing them
by spring.
Mother Clare said in the release that the
visitation “generated widespread interest.”
“The attention to it has resulted in a
renewed appreciation for the role of religious in the Church and society and has
increased dialogue and mutual awareness
among the various communities in the
United States,” she said. “These tangible
benefits of the visitation will continue to
be realized.”
The visitation was initiated in December 2008 by Cardinal Franc Rode, then
prefect of the congregation who has since
retired. He cited the desire to learn why the
number of members in U.S. religious communities had declined since the late 1960s
and to look at the quality of life for some
67,000 women religious as prime reasons
for the investigation.
As the process began, the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious, which
represents about 95 percent of U.S. women
religious, questioned what its officials considered a lack of full disclosure about what
motivated the visitation. They also objected to the plan to keep the orders from seeing the final reports.
The decision to conduct the visitation,
combined with the subsequent announcement that the LCWR would undergo a
doctrinal assessment by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, cast a shadow

over the work of women religious.
As the apostolic visitation and doctrinal
assessment were carried out, both were
conducted with little formal comment
from the parties involved. Privately, however, some sisters and leaders of religious
orders questioned why the two inquiries
were being undertaken and they expressed
concern that their ministries, often among
people on the margins of society, were being misunderstood by Church leaders.
Cardinal Rode subsequently said in a
statement released by the Vatican that he
hoped the visitation process would encourage vocations and “assure a better future
for women religious.”
In an interview on Vatican Radio after
the statement’s release, Cardinal Rode said
some media presented the investigation
“as if it were an act of mistrust of American female religious congregations or as if
it were a global criticism of their work. It
is not.”
Cardinal Rode also asked the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to help cover
the cost of the visitation, which was estimated at $1 million.
The visitation process began with meetings between Mother Clare and 127 superior generals. It was followed up with
the distribution of a questionnaire to the
religious orders. Topics covered were related to the life and operation of the orders:
identity; governance; vocation promotion,
admission and formation policies; spiritual

life and common life; mission and ministry; and finances.
Once the information was collected and
compiled, teams of visitors fanned across
the country throughout 2010 to meet with
congregational leaders as well as individual members of religious orders. About 90
congregations were visited by dozens of
volunteers.
Archbishop Tobin, an American, became
congregation secretary in October 2010.
He told Catholic News Service last August
that the congregation would review all of
the visitation reports when received and
that its responses to the participating religious communities would be marked by
dialogue and would be a step toward healing.
Bishop Leonard P. Blair of Toledo,
Ohio, was appointed apostolic visitator for
the assessment of LCWR. He completed
his report in July 2010.
Sister Annmarie Sanders, LCWR director of communications, told CNS in late
December that the last contact the organization had with Vatican officials occurred
when its leadership team made its annual
visit to Rome April 27-May 4.
“They [the team] were informed that the
congregation had no new questions,” said
Sister Annmarie, a member of the Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
“That’s the last communication we’ve
had.”

Head of New Anglican Ordinariate
is a Teacher, Pilot and Granddad
By Jenny Faber and Jonah Dycus
Catholic News Service
The first head of a new ordinariate created for former
Anglican parishes and individuals is a one-time sportswriter and a pilot and Houston seminary instructor who
was ordained a Catholic priest in 2009.
Pope Benedict XVI announced the creation of the
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter Jan. 1. It
is intended to function like a diocese, but nationwide in
scope, for former members of the Anglican Communion
who have become Catholic.
The ordinariate will be based in Houston and led by
Father Jeffrey Steenson, who was bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande, based in Albuquerque,
N.M., for three years before leaving to become a Catholic in 2007. He and his wife, Debra, have three adult
children and one grandchild.
“What propels a person to leave his or her ecclesial
home and make this journey into the Catholic Church is
a desire to be in full communion with everything that the
Catholic Church teaches is true,” Father Steenson said
at a news conference in Houston Jan. 2. “One of those
things is to be in communion with the pope. It is that
desire to connect with that apostolic rock that will make
a person make sacrifices.”
Father Steenson will be installed as the ordinary Feb.
19 in Houston. Because he is married, the 59-year-old
Father Steenson will not be ordained a bishop and will
not be able to ordain priests. He will, however, otherwise function as a bishop and will be a voting member
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, making
him the only married member of that body.
At the Houston news conference, Cardinal Daniel N.
DiNardo of Galveston-Houston called Father Steenson
“a wise and prudent administrator who will bring a vibrant intellect and humility to his role as head of the
ordinariate.”
Since soon after his ordination as a Catholic priest for
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, he has taught patristics, the
study of the church fathers, at St. Mary’s Seminary in
Houston.
The day after the announcement in Rome, Cardinal
DiNardo introduced Father Steenson at the news con-

ference at Our Lady of Walsingham Catholic Church,
which will be the principal church for the U.S. ordinariate.
The Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter is
the first structure of its kind in the United States and the
second in the world. The other ordinariate is Our Lady
of Walsingham, which was established in 2011 to serve
England and Wales.
The ordinariates are the result of appeals from Anglican communities to become Catholic as groups. In November 2009, Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic
constitution, “Anglicanorum coetibus,” which authorized the ordinariates.
The U.S. ordinariate will include parishes, groups and
individuals of Anglican heritage, which in the United
States can include Episcopalian individuals and parishes. Parishes will be fully Roman Catholic, while retaining elements of the Anglican tradition in terms of music,
liturgy, structure and prayers.
“Particularly in the area of worship and liturgy, Anglicans have a goodly heritage and the Catholic Church
has always understood and appreciated that Anglican
heritage,” Father Steenson said. “We hope the personal
ordinariate can bring this Anglican literary culture into
the life of the church.”
Cardinal DiNardo and Father Steenson said Houston
was selected as the base for the ordinariate in part because of St. Mary’s Seminary. Father Steenson was a
key player in the establishment of a formation program
for Anglican priests applying for the Catholic priesthood at the seminary. St. Mary’s has developed and the
Vatican has approved a nine-month program of priestly formation for Anglican clergy who wish to become
Catholic priests.
More than 100 former Anglican priests have applied
to become Catholic priests for the U.S. ordinariate. To
date, 47 have been accepted for the second stage of a
multi-stage process to become Catholic priests. Most of
them will begin their formation at St. Mary’s Seminary
at the end of January.
In addition to clergy, nearly 1,400 individuals from 22
communities have inquired about entering the ordinariate. Two former Episcopal parishes – St. Peter of the
Rock in Fort Worth and St. Luke’s in Bladensburg, Md.

– became Catholic this fall, with the intention of joining
the ordinariate once it was established.
Ordained an Anglican priest in 1980, Father Steenson
served Episcopal parishes in suburban Philadelphia and
Fort Worth before becoming the chief pastoral assistant for the bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of the Rio
Grande, which serves New Mexico and far west Texas.
In 2004, he was elected bishop of that diocese.
He grew up on a family farm in North Dakota and
received his theological training at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School near Chicago, Harvard Divinity School
and the University of Oxford, where he received his
doctorate in patristic studies in 1983. He spent a sabbatical year in Rome as he prepared for the Catholic
priesthood, studying with seminarians from the Pontifical North American College and living with his wife at
the Pontifical Irish College.
Father Steenson was once a sportswriter for The
News-Sun of Waukegan, Ill. He also has a deep interest
in general aviation, having restored a 1947 Cessna 120,
which he has flown around the United States, and built
a floatplane.
Since 2009, Father Steenson has been the Carl and
Lois Davis professor in patristic studies at the University of St. Thomas and an assisting priest at St. Cyril of
Alexandria parish in Houston.
“This is the culmination and the beginning of something new and exciting, and the ending of a lot of hard
work, sacrifice and prayer on the part of many people,”
Cassandra D’Antoni, a parishioner at Our Lady of Walsingham for 10 years, told the Texas Catholic Herald,
newspaper of the Galveston-Houston Archdiocese.
“It is like excavating a buried treasure that we have
all known about and cherished with love and prayer,”
said Clint Brand, a long-time parishioner at Our Lady of
Walsingham. “To have the opportunity to share this with
the local church, with the nation and the world, and to
feel that we are participating and acting with the wider
church and the Holy Father, is spectacular, and the evangelistic opportunities are absolutely incredible.”
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Formerly Paralyzed Maryland
Priest Sees Miracle as He Begins Walking
By George P. Matysek Jr.
Catholic News Service
When Redemptorist Father John Murray bashed his head against a railing after
tripping along a New Jersey boardwalk 15
months ago, the consequences were devastating.
The former pastor of St. Mary in Annapolis and St. Wenceslaus in Baltimore suf
suffered a broken neck that left him instantly
paralyzed from the chest down. Rushed to
a hospital, he underwent emergency spinal
cord surgery and later began rehabilitation
at a prominent New Jersey institute.
Doctors had little encouragement for
the once-active priest who was known
across the East Coast for his preaching
abilities. The chances he would ever walk
again were virtually zero.
“When they said I’d never be able to
move again, they took away all hope,”
Father Murray told The Catholic Review,
Baltimore archdiocesan newspaper.
But on Nov. 28, 2010, Father Murray
did something everyone said would be impossible. While living and undergoing rehabilitation at Stella Maris in Timonium,
Md., he moved his left leg ever so slightly,
gently lifting his foot off the ground.
“I was ecstatic,” Father Murray recalled
with a smile. “Here I was about six weeks
after they told me in New Jersey I’d never
move again and, lo and behold, I could
move. Just the foot, but it kept going and
going and going.”
Today, Father Murray is completely
mobile. Using a walker, he is able to walk
on his own at his new residence at St.
Clement Mission House in Ephrata.
Father Murray sees only one explanation for his renewed gift of independence:
An encounter with the miraculous.
When most people think of miracles,

Redemptorist
Father John Murray
uses a walker during
his rehabilitation in
Ephrata in November.
Father Murray was
told he would never
walk again after an
accidental fall left him
paralyzed.
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he said, they usually bring to mind instantaneous cures of a debilitating disease or terminal illness.
“We think of it as any exceptions to the
laws of nature,” the priest explained. “In
biblical times, what was called a miracle
was anything that showed the power of God.
What happened to me wasn’t instantaneous,
but it certainly was miraculous.”
Reaching into his pocket, Father Murray
pulled out a small object he carries with him
at all times. Encased in a small locket, it
houses a relic – a piece of bone – of Blessed
Francis X. Seelos, a 19th-century Redemptorist priest under consideration for sainthood, who had been a rector of the same Annapolis parish Father Murray once led. The
two also share a good sense of humor and a
love for preaching.

“I think with those three common qualities, I had a little in with the guy,” said Father
Murray, crediting Blessed Seelos for interceding on his behalf. “Ultimately, all prayers
go to God. Seelos can’t give the grace, but he
was the conduit for my prayers.”
Dr. Ernestine Wright, medical director of
Stella Maris, was shocked by Father Murray’s recovery. She has seen other paraplegics regain limited use of their limbs – but
nothing like Father Murray. A born-again
Christian, Dr. Wright said she believes her
patient experienced a touch of the miraculous.
“With spinal cord injuries, it’s always
very difficult at the time of injury to determine whether it’s a permanent or temporary
injury,” said Dr. Wright, who treated Father
Murray throughout his year at Stella Maris.

No longer in need of nursing care, the
priest relocated to Pennsylvania in October.
“We could not have predicted how
much he has recovered,” she said. “It’s
very unusual.”
Dr. Wright called Father Murray, who
last December spent 16 days in isolation
at Greater Baltimore Medical Center af
after contracting a highly dangerous staph
infection, an inspiration to other patients
and staff at Stella Maris.
“He was determined to get better,” she
said. “He was determined that Stella Maris
would not be his final place of abode. He
was going to get back to ministry.”
Jessica Tewey, Father Murray’s former
occupational therapist at Stella Maris,
witnessed the priest’s perseverance. She
coached him on how to dress, bathe, maintain his balance, cook and get coffee.
“The first day I showed him something,
he wouldn’t be sure about it,” Ms. Tewey
said, “but a week later, he’d be completely
independent in whatever I gave him to
do.”
Ms. Tewey said Father Murray helped
the people of Stella Maris as much as they
helped him – offering encouraging words,
praying for them and being a model of
positive thinking.
“The patients loved him,” she said. “He
gave hope to other patients. Some other
people are saying, ‘If he can do it, I can
do it.’”
The bespectacled priest is grateful to
Dr. Wright, Ms. Tewey and Marialena
Firlie, his former physical therapist at
Stella Maris – along with many others.
Being able to walk, dress and clean himself, and stand to deliver a homily, are all
gifts from God, he said.
“You take all those things for granted,”
he said. “Not anymore – not anymore.”

Furry Little Fella in Punxsutawney
Reminds All to Have Some Winter Fun
By Anne-Marie Welsh
Catholic News Service
What could be more charming than a
small town in Pennsylvania that throws
its doors open to the world for a great
big party each year in the deepest, darkest days of winter?
How about that it happens in the Diocese of Erie? Or that several members of
Punxsutawney Phil’s world-renowned
top-hatted Inner Circle are also members
of Sts. Cosmas and Damian Parish?
While Groundhog Day does have ties
to Candlemas Day, a Catholic festival
associated with honoring Mary and the
presentation of Christ in the temple, it
also has roots in pre-Christian folklore
related to predicting weather for the
coming year. (Poor weather on that day
meant the end of winter was in sight and
a good crop was likely.)
So let’s just be honest and say that
we’re not going to go through too many
histrionics trying to make a direct faithfilled connection to Groundhog Day,
which this year is Feb. 2. But what the
heck, let’s have some fun. After all, isn’t
joy a gift of the Holy Spirit?
The first recorded report of Groundhog Day in Punxsutawney was in 1886
when the local newspaper, the Spirit,
mentioned that as of press time, the
“beast” had not seen its shadow. (It
would not make front page news for another 18 years.)
A club was organized within a few
years; annual summer picnics ensued,
complete with – sorry to say – actual
feasting on groundhog meat. Bit by bit
the February event grew, first as a winter diversion for the locals, then the surrounding area, eventually to most of the

state and beyond. Then came 1993.
That year director Harold Ramis produced a little film called “Groundhog
Day.” It ranked 13th among films released that year and now is 34th on the
American Film Institute’s list of 100
funniest movies.
It firmly established the annual ritual
as a fixture in the national psyche.
Crowds swelled from several hundred to several thousand, and now regularly top out at more than 30,000 when
the weather cooperates and the holiday
falls anywhere near a weekend. Festivities begin the day before with banquets,
dances like the “Shadow Swing,” bashes
and a free showing of the movie in the
local high school gym.
Then, in the wee hours of the morning – before the sun can actually cast a
shadow cynics point out – the big moment arrives.
Tradition holds that if it is cloudy that
day, Phil will emerge from his burrow,
signaling that winter weather will soon
end. If it is sunny and Phil emerges to
see his shadow, he retreats into his burrow, meaning that the winter weather
will continue for six more weeks.
Bob Roberts, a member of Sts. Cosmas and Damian Parish who enjoys the
title of Phil’s protector as a member of
the Inner Circle, admits it’s the moments
before the prognostication that he most
looks forward to each year.
“Pulling the hog out of the burrow
is a big deal,” he acknowledged, “but
leading up to it is just such a nice time,
filled with enthusiasm. They have the
fireworks, we sing the National Anthem. And then we start the trek.” That’s
what members call the walk through the
crowd to knock on Phil’s burrow.

Generally a bit reticent, the rodent responds, nonetheless, and is lifted high
before the crowd, which roars its raucous approval.
Media in town from around the world
point their lights and cameras at the
groundhog and his Inner Circle as Phil
whispers his prognostication to his handler in “groundhogese.” Phil’s “comments” – Tweeted for the first time last
year – are translated and proclaimed.
In an interview with Faith, Erie’s diocesan magazine, Mr. Roberts said it
was a complete surprise when he was
invited to join the Inner Circle.
“Groundhog Day was just starting to
get bigger,” he recalled. “I had a couple
of friends in the Inner Circle and they
stopped by after a meeting and said I’d
been nominated. They wanted to know
if I would join. ... I said, ‘OK.’ It was as
simple as that.”
As for the fact that the Inner Circle is
still all-male, Mr. Roberts believes that
will change in his lifetime. Only current members can nominate new members, and there are only openings when a
member dies or steps down. Mr. Roberts
was the first to nominate a woman but
she was not voted in. He’d also like to
see younger members.
Whatever the future holds, Mr. Roberts is enjoying his life with its special
role.
“Punxsutawney is a great little town,”
he said. “The groundhog made us famous
but the people have made the town over
the years. It’s a very close-knit community with a great work ethic. I wouldn’t
consider it to be extremely wealthy, but
the people make it very wealthy. They
make it a great place to live.”
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Bob Roberts, a member of Sts. Cosmas and
Damian Parish, holds a groundhog named
Punxsutawney Phil in an undated photo in
Punxsutawney, Pa. Mr. Roberts enjoys the
title of Phil’s protector as a member of the “Inner Circle” gearing up for Groundhog Day but
admits that the moments before the animal’s
prognostication about the start of spring is
what he most looks forward to each year.
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Local Church News

Diocesan Institute Offers Adult
Education Courses for Winter/Spring 2012
A Number of Offerings Available Via Webinar
The following courses will be offered this winter and spring through the Diocesan Institute. The Institute provides adult Catholics opportunities to deepen their
knowledge of the Church and to seek answers to questions of faith.
Learning at Home – You can take advantage of several Diocesan Institute
offerings without having to leave the comforts of home! Through Elluminate
Live, you can participate in courses and workshops offered at the Cardinal Keeler
Center via webinar. You now have the option to attend Institute offerings in person, participate in real-time via webinar, or view recordings of webinar courses/

Advanced Scripture: The Book of Romans
6:30-9 p.m. Feb. 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27
St. Joseph, Hanover
Rev. James Lease

9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. March 3
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lancaster
Sister Mary Elizabeth Schmidt, IHM

INTRODUCTORY COURSES
Introduction to Prayer
6:30-9 p.m. Feb. 6, 13, 20 and 27
St. Columba, Bloomsburg
Mr. Joseph Mullen
6:30-8:30 p.m. Feb. 28, March 6, 13, 20, 27
St. Francis Xavier School, Gettysburg
Rev. Jonathan Sawicki
Introduction to the Sacraments
6:30-8:30 p.m. April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar
Rev. Paul Clark

Teaching Methodology, Part II
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Feb. 11
St. Joseph, Hanover
Mrs. Stacey White

Catechetical Documents of the Church
6-9 p.m. April 23-27
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Jim Gontis

9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. March 10
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lancaster
Sister Mary Elizabeth Schmidt, IHM

Adult Methodology, I and II
6:30-9 p.m. April 30, May 7, 14, 21
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster

Introduction to Scripture
7-9 p.m. Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28, March 6
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar
Mr. Ryan Bolster

Introduction to Morality
6-8 p.m. Feb. 24, March 2, 9, 16, 23
Divine Redeemer, Mount Carmel
Rev. John Szada

ADVANCED CERTIFICATION
COURSES/COURSES OF SPECIALIZATION

3:30-5:30 p.m. March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Course available via videoconference at several
diocesan elementary schools
Mr. Ryan Bolster
6:45-8:45 p.m. April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 21
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lewisburg
Sister Maria Thomas More Dzurnak, SS.C.M.
Teaching Methodology, Part I
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Feb. 4
St. Joseph, Hanover
Mrs. Stacey White

workshops at a time that is convenient for you. Offerings available via webinar
are clearly marked on the Diocesan Institute schedule of courses, on the registration form, and within the list below. You must have Java 6.0 installed on your
computer in order to participate via webinar. For more information, contact Ryan
Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225, or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org.
Online registration and payment are now available. A complete course listing
and registration form are available by clicking on the Diocesan Institute link on
the diocesan Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org. For more information, contact Kathy
Burger at 717-657-4804, ext. 229, or Ryan Bolster, ext. 225.

Advanced Scripture: The Bridegroom is Here:
The Gospel of Mark
6:30-8:30 p.m. Feb. 27, March 5, 12, 19, 26,
April 16, 23
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Rev. Michael Rothan
Advanced Scripture:
The Spirituality of Saint Paul
7-9 p.m. Feb. 1, 8, 15, 29, March 7, 14
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar
Dr. David Hall

Old Wine in New Wineskins: Catholicism in
America
7-9 p.m. March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar
Dr. Guy Carter
ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS
Ministry with Families 1:
An Introductory Formational Experience
6:30-9 p.m. five Tuesdays beginning March 6
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mrs. Victoria Laskowski
Ministry with Families 2: For those with a
basic background in family ministry and systems
6:30-9 p.m. four Tuesdays beginning April 17
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mrs. Victoria Laskowski

Rediscover the Glory of the Mass This Lent
The Diocese of Harrisburg is hopeful that, with the help of
a new adult faith formation program, more and more Catholics
will fall in love with the Mass this Lent.
“There is a real hunger among Catholics for an authentic spirituality and for the truth. The Mass provides us with the answer to
this hunger. Having a deep understanding and love for the Mass
is absolutely essential to what is means to be a Catholic,” explained Ryan Bolster, the diocesan Director for Adult Education
and Catechist Formation.
“Much has been done in the diocese to further prepare for the
new translation of the Mass, and I think that has proven to be
very successful,” said Bolster. “Now that the faithful are experiencing the changes and hearing the new and rich translation of
the Mass, we hope there will be an even greater desire to know
more about the Mass. And we would like to help with that.”
Bolster believes that developing a rich understanding and love
for the Mass is a crucial part of catechesis. “The Church teaches
us that the celebration of the Eucharist is ‘the source and summit
of the Christian life. The Mass makes present God’s ultimate act
of love for us, the Sacrifice of Christ on Calvary. And in turn, we
as the People of God offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to the
Father through Christ. Through the Mass we are all nourished
and sanctified by Christ so that we can be sent out into the world

to continue the mission of Christ.”
The Diocese is encouraging parishes to offer the A Biblical
Walk Through the Mass faith formation program during Lent.
“Offering A Biblical Walk Through the Mass is an ideal and easy
way for parishes to provide an excellent catechesis not only on
the new translation, but also on the entire Mass,” said Bolster.
“It is a real opportunity for Catholics to rediscover and fall in
love again with the great gift of the Mass.” For more information
about this program, visit www.guidetothemass.com.
Training Session on How to Lead and Facilitate
A Biblical Walk Through the Mass
Saturday, January 28, 2012
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Register online at www.regonline.com/
BWTMTrainingHarrisburg
Unable to attend the training in person?
Consider participating in the training from home via webinar.
Contact Ryan Bolster at rbolster@hbgdiocese.org or
717-657-4804, ext. 225.
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Young Church in Action

Students, Faculty and School Families of Saint Joseph
School in Hanover Remember Casey Sheridan
By Susan M. Mummert
Special to The Witness
The students, faculty and
school families of Saint Joseph
School in Hanover were deeply
saddened by the loss of our former student, Casey Sheridan.
They were stunned on Dec. 5
when they heard that Casey had
lost her life at the age of 16 in a
tragic car accident.
Casey was the daughter of our
middle school secretary, Margaret Sheridan. The people of
Saint Joseph’s all knew Casey,
for she had attended our school
from kindergarten through
grade 8 and went to church at
Saint Joseph’s regularly with
her family. Many people also
knew Casey because she had
played soccer – her favorite
sport – in many leagues in the
community throughout the
years.
Casey was a vibrant young
lady with a warm personality
and a beautiful smile. She was
loved dearly by her mother
(Margaret), father (Owen), and
sister (Kelly). Casey had many
friends and truly enjoyed life.
She shared her Irish charm and
charisma with everyone she
met.
Many students and families
of Saint Joseph School attended
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In loving memory of Casey Sheridan, a graduate of St. Joseph School in Hanover, current middle
school students there display T-shirts they designed as a tribute to her. Casey was one of five New
Oxford High School students who died in a car accident Dec. 5.
the services held for Casey. Students prayed for Casey and her
family. They asked God to bless
and comfort Casey’s family in
their time of sorrow. Our middle

school students made a Spiritual
Bouquet of Prayers, and all students made cards to help comfort
Casey’s family.
On Dec. 20, the students of

Saint Joseph School in Hanover
celebrated the life of Casey Sheridan. Our students wore our school
colors – green and white – in
memory of Casey and her years as

a student at our school. Students
and faculty prayed for Casey
and remembered her in a special
way. Since everyone wanted to
help in some way, we invited our
school families to contribute to a
fund for the family. With heartfelt sympathy and beautiful generosity, our school families sent
donations totaling over $2,000.
With loving memories of Casey,
we made a framed collage of pictures of our Saint Joseph School
students and faculty and placed
an 8th grade student photo of
Casey at the center. The framed
collage and donations will be
given to the Sheridan family with
love and prayers from our Saint
Joseph School family.
For Dec. 20, several middle
school students made t-shirts to
wear in memory of Casey. Our
school logo is the shamrock, so
the students printed, “Once a
Shamrock always a Shamrock”
on their t-shirts. Casey indeed
was a fine Saint Joseph Lady
Shamrock who always did her
best to be a good friend and to
live a good and happy life. Casey
Sheridan will long be remembered by her family and friends.
She will live on in our hearts forever.
(Susan Mummert is the Principal of Saint Joseph School, Hanover.)

Diocesan World Youth Day
Celebration on Palm Sunday
“Rejoice in the Lord Always.” (Phil. 4:4)
Main Celebrant & Homilist
Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden
Pre-Liturgy Music
Seasons
Liturgical Music
Hermina Boyle, Scoot Root &
Youth Insturmentalists/Vocalists
Concert - DJ Bill Lage

Diocesan
Celebration of
World Youth Day
on Palm Sunday
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8)

Mass with Bishop Rhoades
Dinner and Concert
High School Aged Youth
Sunday, March 16, 2008
3:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Saint Patrick Cathedral & Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA

Sunday, April 1, 2012
Mass-Dinner-Concert
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On the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, students in the Spanish
Club at St. Joseph School in Dallastown presented the school with a
painting of Our Lady of Guadalupe and a depiction of the school. Artist Joe Morel carefully painted Our Lady with stunning detail to her
garments. The painting appears to have Our Lady watching over
the school. St. Joseph School has offered an after-school Spanish
Club for three years. There are two classes to accommodate the
different grade levels. Classes are led by Tracy Noll. The painting
was presented to the school to show the presence of the Spanish
Club, and hangs in the entry area of the school.

Capitol Steps/Saint PatrickPreCathedral/Strawberry
Square
Liturgy Praise & Worship: The Joanies
–

Liturgical Music: 2008 Diocesan Palm Sunday Youth Musicians with Martin Doman
Concert: DJ Bill Lage

For more information contact:

The Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
717.657.4804 ext. 327 or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org
www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch

1987

Markin

For forms and additional information, contact:
The Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry

2012

g Our 25th Year

youth &
young adult
ministry
diocese of harrisburg
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Faith and Life

Events in Washington, Around U.S.
Mark 39th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
One thing that always stands out in the annual marches
and rallies in Washington and across the country marking
the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision legalizing abortion is the crowd.
“People are always surprised by the number of pro-lifers
that show up in Washington and in their own state capitals,” said Carol Tobias, president of the National Right to
Life Committee.
“The crowds are getting bigger and bigger each year and
have more young people, which is encouraging for the prolife movement and a shock for those who think abortion
should remain legal,” she told Catholic News Service Jan.
4.
And based on expected turnouts, this year will be no exception.
Tens of thousands of people from across the United
States are expected to gather in the nation’s capital Jan.
23 for this year’s March for Life in Washington with the
theme: “Unite on the life principles to overturn Roe v.
Wade and with love protect mothers and preborn children
– no exception, no compromise.”
The event falls on a Monday, the day after the 39th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, to allow participants
to visit their representatives on Capitol Hill after a noon
rally on the National Mall and a march along Constitution
Avenue to the Supreme Court.
Next year’s march and rally in Washington is slated for
Friday Jan. 25 because the Jan. 22 anniversary will fall on
a Tuesday, the day after public ceremonies for the presidential inauguration, and organizers said they were not
able to secure an adequate number of hotel rooms.
The night before this year’s rally, March for Life organizers are planning a mini-rally in Lafayette Park across
from the White House. They are also sponsoring a youth
rally that night at a Washington hotel.
A capacity crowd of about 20,000 pilgrims is expected
to fill the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception for the annual National Prayer Vigil for Life,
which begins with a Jan. 22 vigil Mass. Cardinal Daniel N.
DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life Activities for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, will be the principal celebrant and homilist.
Marchers are invited to stay in the basilica’s lower level to sleep overnight and participate in various services,
including a rosary, confessions, hourly holy hours, night
prayer and morning prayer, concluding with a morning
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Members of the Diocese of Harrisburg show their support for the sanctity of human life during the 2011 March
for Life in Washington. Diocesan faithful will join Bishop Joseph P. McFadden in a pro-life witness at this year’s
March, which will be held Jan. 23.
Mass celebrated by New York Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan, USCCB president.
For the 16th year, the Archdiocese of Washington will
sponsor its annual pro-life youth Mass and rally the morning of Jan. 23. The popularity of the event prompted the
archdiocese to hold this event in two sports venues last
year – the Verizon Center and the D.C. Armory – to accommodate a crowd totaling about 28,000.
Although Washington draws the biggest crowd making a
stand against legalized abortion, similar events take place
on a smaller scale across the country.
For the eighth year, the West Coast Walk for Life expect-

ed to draw thousands of pro-life supporters to San Francisco Jan. 21. Thousands more people around the country
will attend local events sponsored by their dioceses and
pro-life organizations.
Tobias, who began her term as National Right to Life
president last April, said a number of the state rallies this
year will likely focus on new legislation passed in five
states that prohibits abortions after the 20th week of pregnancy, the stage of development when a fetus is said to
feel pain.
Fetal pain legislation passed in Nebraska in 2010 and in
Idaho, Kansas, Oklahoma and Alabama last year.
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People wait outside a Catholic church made of snow in the Bavarian village of Mitterfirmiansreut, near the German-Czech border. The snow church is likely to
become a tourist attraction until the beginning of spring.

