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New Bishop McDevitt
High School Brings
Light of Christ to Students
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Midday sunlight spills into the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Chapel at the new Bishop
McDevitt High School in Harrisburg Jan. 4 as Bishop
Joseph P. McFadden dedicates the chapel, which he called
the heart of the school. See coverage of the chapel and
school dedication on pages 10 and 11.
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Catholic Schools: Raising the Standards
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Catholic schools throughout the
country are gearing up for the annual
celebration of Catholic Schools Week,
Jan. 27-Feb. 2, planning activities to
recognize students, educators, volunteers and community leaders, and to
promote everything they have to offer, from a faith-based and technology-driven curriculum to excellence in
academics, the arts and athletics.
The theme for this year’s Catholic
Schools Week observance is “Catholic Schools Raise the Standards.” The
theme supports the National Catholic Educational Association’s recent
launch of the National Standards and
Benchmarks for Effective Catholic
Elementary and Secondary Schools,
which ensures the effective operation
and responsible governance of Catholic schools across the country.
Administrators in the Harrisburg
Diocese’s Department for Catholic
Schools are working with the principals and teachers of the diocese’s 40plus Catholic schools to meet these
standards and their benchmarks (presented by Loyola University Chicago,
the School of Education and the Center for Catholic School Effectiveness).
Standards ask the schools to examine
their mission and Catholic identity,
their governance and leadership, their
academic excellence and their operational vitality.
This year, principals and teachers in
the diocese are also working to transition from a statewide to a national
Common Core, which endeavors to
ensure that students across the country are college and career ready, noted
Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent
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Garrett Hutchison concentrates on printing numbers at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary School in McSherrystown
earlier this year as principal Christine Lucas offers encouragement. The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2013 is “Catholic
Schools Raise the Standards.”

of Schools.
And, with an aim towards an even
more rigorous curriculum, diocesan
schools will undertake an effort to increase their focus on literacy across
all subjects, Mrs. Riley said. This will
specifically result in an increase in
reading in the primary grades, and in
science and social studies classes.
In a partnership with Mount St.

Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Md., the diocese is launching “Essentially Catholic,” a program that
will help schools to fully incorporate
a Catholic identity within their disciplines.
Maretta Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Schools and
Federal Programs, noted that a workshop this past summer helped to get
the program off the ground, and said
professors from Mount St. Mary’s
will be working with diocesan school
teachers this summer in a series of
workshops.
“We want a Catholic curriculum, not
schools that happen to have religion
classes,” said Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education.
“We want the Catholic view to run
through the whole program.”
Catholic schools in the Diocese of
Harrisburg have much to celebrate
during Catholic Schools Week and beyond, including:
• High graduation rates – More than
98% of their students graduate from
high school.
• Excellent test scores – 93% of elementary students score above the national average in language skills, 85%
score above the national average in
reading, and 81% score above the national average in math.
• Technology – Students have access
to a world-class wide area network
that brings untold educational resources and opportunities to them in well
equipped classrooms.
• Accreditation – Catholic schools
Catholic Schools Week 2013 is
January 27-February 2. Contact
your local Catholic school for information on the week's activities,
and visit the Catholic Education
link at www.hbgdiocese.org to
learn more about Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

in the diocese are accredited by the
Middle States Association of Colleges
and Schools and are members of the
National Catholic Educational Association.
As the Diocesan Department for
Catholic Schools continues to strive
for excellence in its schools, Father
Quinlan points to their proven success
in forming students in the faith and
preparing them for the future.
“Parents want to know that their
child is going to be well prepared for
life. In study after study, children from
Catholic schools do far better when
they go to college than their counterparts,” he said. “And it’s not just the
exceptionally bright kids. When you
give a young person the proper educational environment and all the tools
that they need, they’re prepared for the
college level or career training.
“They’re well-rounded individuals
who’ve been put in an environment
where they have to show that they
can master their own self-discipline,
and have acquired the skills that they
need to move to the next level,” Father Quinlan said of Catholic school
students. “If you give young people
high expectations, as our teachers do,
they have a good chance of living up
to them.”
(For information on Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg,
visit the Catholic Education link at
www.hbgdiocese.org.)
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Capital Punishment in
Pennsylvania Explained
By A.B. Hill
The Catholic Witness
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Nearly a thousand young men discerning their vocation have attended the highly successful weeklong Quo Vadis Days Retreat held each June at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary in
Emmitsburg, Md. Thanks to the generous support of the Knights of Columbus, the young
men are able to participate at no cost. And not only do the Knights provide financial support,
they also host a couple of cookouts for the camp’s 115 attendees. Presenting a check to
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden and Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Director of Vocations,
are representatives from the Harrisburg chapter of the Knights. From left are Michael Yakubick, State Squires Associate Chairman; Chester Long, President, and Egbert Landendijk,
Diocesan Coordinator of the Fourth Degree. The $2,500 check will be used at this year’s 9th
annual Quo Vadis Days to be held June 23-27. “We are so grateful for the incredible help that
the Knights give us,” Father LaVoie said. For information, e-mail vocations@hbgdiocese.org.

LarC Day
rescheduled
The LARC Day of Dialogue
with Dr. Martin Marty,
“Engaging the World of God
Ecumenically,” originally
scheduled for October 29, has
been rescheduled for February
11. If you are already
registered and are able to
attend, there is no need to
register again. New
registrations or cancellations
will be accepted through
January 28. Contact Father
Paul R. Fisher, Diocesan
Ecumenical Director, at 4800
Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg PA, 17111 or
717-657-4804, ext. 265.

LarC Vespers
To Commemorate the Week
of Prayer for Christian unity
January 20 at 5 p.m.
Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral
221 north Front Street, Harrisburg
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is
January 18-25, 2013. Let us join in prayer
together as we seek to discern “what God
requires of us” that in this Year of Faith the
unity among Christians might become a more
visible reality in the world.
For information, contact Father Paul Fisher,
Director of the Diocesan Department of
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, at
717-657-4804, ext. 265, or frpfisher@hbgdiocese.org.

January 20 – Mass and Pastoral Visit, Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish, Harrisburg, 11 a.m.; Ecumenical Prayer
Service for Christian Unity, Saint Stephen Episcopal
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
January 25 – March for Life, Washington, D.C.
January 27 – Mass and Pastoral Visit, Our Lady of
Fatima Mission, Jonestown, 11 a.m.
January 28 – Mass and Pastoral Visit, Good
Shepherd School, Camp Hill, 8:30 a.m.
January 30 – PCC Administrative Board Meeting,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg.

In the last four months, three men were scheduled to be executed - Terrance Williams, Hubert Michael and Mark Spotz. Last
minute appeals delayed those cases, which are now pending before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and a federal appeals court.
Decisions will be made about these cases soon, meaning the
death penalty will continue to be headline news in 2013. Nearly
200 others also sit on Pennsylvania’s death row.
In recent months, advocates sent hundreds of messages to the
Board of Pardons and Governor Tom Corbett urging a commutation of the death sentences to life in prison or a temporary reprieve for Williams and Michael. The Church is not advocating
that they go unpunished for their crimes; however the modern penal system provides alternatives to taking the lives of guilty persons, alternatives that break the cycle of violence in our society.
As we renew our advocacy efforts in support of the inherent
dignity of the life of every person, here is some background information:
• The law proscribes two sentencing options for first degree
capital murder – life imprisonment without parole or death. A
verdict of death is imposed if the sentencing jury finds unanimously at least one aggravating circumstance and no mitigating
circumstances or the aggravating circumstances outweigh any
mitigating circumstances. In all other cases, life imprisonment
must be imposed.
• Aggravating circumstances are details of the crime that make
it particularly terrible: killing a public servant, murder for hire,
killing a child under age 12 or the victim was under a protection
from abuse order, to name a few.
• Mitigating circumstances do not excuse or diminish the crime;
but they are details the jury must consider when determining the
harshness of the punishment. For example, a jury might impose
life imprisonment instead of death if the defendant had no significant history of prior convictions, was under the influence of extreme emotional disturbance or under substantial domination by
someone else. Insanity, mental retardation and being under age
18 at the time of the murder are absolute bars to a death penalty
sentence.
• By law, every death sentence is subject to an automatic review
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. The high court affirms the
sentence unless it determines that it was a product of passion,
prejudice or other arbitrary factor, or evidence failed to support
the finding of an aggravated circumstance.
• If the Supreme Court denies the appeal, the governor must
issue a warrant within 90 days to set the date of the execution.
The inmate can make other appeals in state court and possibly in
federal court. When an appeal is filed, the reviewing court will
usually issue a stay until it can review the case. If appeals are
pending or a stay is in effect, the date of execution will simply
pass. If an appeal is denied, the stay is lifted and the governor
must issue a new warrant of execution.
• An inmate can also appeal for clemency with the Pennsylvania Board of Pardons. The five-member board, after a public
hearing, can recommend commuting the sentence from death to
life imprisonment. The governor can then accept or reject the
recommendation. He cannot commute the sentence without the
unanimous vote of the Board of Pardons. The governor can, however, grant a reprieve for individual inmates for an express reason
and for a limited time period such as the remainder of his term in
office.
Inmates spend on average more than 14 years on death row in
Pennsylvania. The last time someone was put to death in Pennsylvania was in 1999, a “volunteer” who willingly gave up his
appeals. The last “non-volunteer” execution in Pennsylvania was
1962.
With respect for all human life, we propose that our society will
not benefit from perpetuating violence. Read more about Catholic
teaching on capital punishment and updates about these cases at
www.pacatholic.org.
(A. B. Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference – the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s
Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay
up-to-date with Catholic news and issues at www.pacatholic.org,
www.facebook.com/pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)
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More Important Than
Ever to March for Life
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
On January 25, multiplied thousands of conscientious citizens will, for the 39th
year, march down Constitution Avenue from the Capitol to the United States Supreme Court. The larger number of them will be Catholics
from all over the country, including bishops, priests, religious, seminarians, families and
students from large and small parFather Paul
ishes, schools and communities.
CB Schenck
The year 2013 marks 40 years
since the Supreme Court ruled
LIFEGIFT
that laws prohibiting voluntary
abortions were unconstitutional
and struck down long-standing
legislation that protected unborn children and their mothers
from the scurrilous abortion trade. Claims were made that
more than 10,000 women a year died from so-called “back
alley” abortions, and so medically regulated abortions had to be made available.
That argument would later be enlarged to include women’s psychological, emotional and economic welfare. Even later, the Court would determine that women
needed abortion as a back-up to birth control failure. Today, nearly 1.5 million
such abortions are committed every year. Maternal deaths continue, and the majority of post-abortive women experience mental and emotional distress with
increased risks of repeat abortions, substance abuse and suicide. Efforts to end
abortion on demand are not focused exclusively on the interests of the child but
the mother and her family, as well as the corrosive effects of the abortion trade
on society.
Still, many wonder why the Church is so emphatic about the injustice and crime
of abortion when there are so many other ills affecting our society, such as gun
violence, lack of health care, poverty, and so on. The reason the Church places
such a high emphasis on the sanctity of human life from conception is that the
right to life is the first and most fundamental of all human rights. Without the right
to life, there can be no enjoyment of any other rights. It is also essential to human
dignity. Abortion involves profound and reckless disrespect for the most innocent,
vulnerable and promising of human lives – the preborn child. Such carelessness
for the newest member of the human family cannot but undermine respect for all
human life that is essential to a well ordered and peaceful society.
It is not sufficient for public servants in elected and appointed offices who are
responsible for legislation and public policy to claim that abortion is a matter of
personal choice or private health. Most states protect unborn children from crimes
or negligence that injure or kill them. Some states require death certificates to be
issued for aborted preborn babies and that their remains be treated the same as
any deceased. Many states require abortion businesses to be inspected and held
to the standards of public clinics, and require practitioners to be licensed medical
doctors. These are matters of public interest and equity.
Abortion is a matter of public welfare and most of all of respect for human life
and dignity. On January 25, many thousands of Catholics, together with members of other churches, religions and philosophical and political convictions, will
gather to make a bold public statement that we must end the disrespect of human
life represented by the abortion trade and reinstate laws that protect the preborn,
their mothers and families. I urge you to attend and participate in the March for
Life in Washington on January 25, beginning at 12 noon.
Tickets are required for attendance at the morning rallies and Masses held
throughout the D.C. area, but no tickets are required to attend the ecumenical
National Prayer Service for Life to be held in Constitution Hall from 8:30-10:30
a.m. Hundreds from every major Christian denomination as well as other faith
traditions will pray together for an end to abortion. Speakers will address the concerted effort to respect life, safeguard religious liberty and freedom of conscience
and call for the reform of the federal health care law mandating birth control,
sterilization and abortion. Go to www.NationalPrayerService.com to participate.
For those who will march, meet Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at the Madison Drive
steps of the National Gallery of Art between 7th ST NW and 4th St NW at 12:15
p.m. for a blessing.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities and
chairman of the National Pro-Life Action Center in Washington, D.C.)
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Truth
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Shortly after the recent shooting at a movie theater in Aurora, Colo., I was
doing some professional reading from my twitter feed. I came across a blog
from a parent struggling to teach his eight-year-old the difference between
reality and fantasy. According to the blog, the eightyear-old-came into the family TV
room while the news was on, saw
Thoughts from
the report about the gunman and
a Catholic
declared, “Is that really what hapEvangelist
pened? How can you know what is
Sister Geralyn
truth anymore because what hapSchmidt, SCC
pens only on TV now happens in
real life, Daddy?”
With that question, the TV was clicked off and the two
of them talked about scary things that happen in real life that should only happen in make believe. The parent shares with his readers the agonizing moment
in which the innocence of his daughter is replaced by a small glimmer of fear,
“What if that happens to me; to us?” He goes on to explain to his daughter that
his role is to protect her as far as is humanly possible. Even if he can’t because
of circumstances, their Heavenly Father always has them in His loving heart.
Even if He didn’t change circumstances around them, He could use it to make
them and the people around them closer to Him. His grace is stronger than
anything that could happen.
As I read this posting by a father who was determined to help keep his
daughter “pure of heart,” I was struck by the importance of the meaning of
truth and that this eight-year-old wanted to know if something as tragic as a
shooting really could happen. His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI, in his message for the 42nd World Communications Day said:
Man thirsts for truth, he seeks truth; this fact is illustrated by the attention
and the success achieved by so many publications, programs or quality fiction
in which the truth, beauty and greatness of the person, including the religious
dimension of the person, are acknowledged and favorably presented. Jesus
said: “You will know the truth and the truth will make you free” (Jn 8:32).
The truth which makes us free is Christ, because only he can respond fully
to the thirst for life and love that is present in the human heart. Those who
have encountered him and have enthusiastically welcomed his message experience the irrepressible desire to share and communicate this truth.
So much of what we hear and see in the media accepts the modern notion
that there is no such thing as absolute truth. In Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in the Media, (Emmaus Road, 2010), Eugene Gan contradicts,
“Truth does exist. It’s real and it’s eternal. It doesn’t change from age to age,
culture to culture, or person to person. It also isn’t hard to know. … If we seek
it, we can find it. It’s not hidden. God doesn’t keep truth a secret from man.”
(pg. 69)
Media has the power to change the way people understand themselves and
the world around them. Media uses ideas woven within a story, a song, a video
game, blog or any other form of media making it connect with our emotions.
Stories can have a life of their very own. They can inspire us to search out
what is beautiful, good and truthful by engaging with us. It can lead them to
ideas that have been previously unknown. For this reason alone, media posses
a “power” that can change a consumer of that media for either the good or the
bad. We are truly products of the culture that surrounds us. This is the sole
reason why expressing truth is so important!
Consumers of all media should question, “What is the underlying message
present in this movie, song, video game, web page, etc.? Does the message
and the underlying premise presented strengthen the dignity of the human
spirit, echo the teachings of the Church or deepen my understanding of the
essence of being human and who God is?” Blessed John Paul II encouraged
all truth seekers to make their voices heard by disapproving of media that
does not encourage what is essentially good, beautiful, and truthful. We have
a voice that can create change for the good. I believe we have an obligation to
evangelize society and seek change that rests in the truth of God.
Isn’t this call echoed in the Year of Faith – to evangelize society? How ’bout
it?
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department.
An educator for 28 years, she is responsible for Professional Development
Programs for every age learner. In addition, Sister blogs for Powerful Learning Practices, a company providing in-service opportunities for educators.
Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual
God has called them to be.)
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Gravissimum Educationis:
Declaration on Christian Education
By Father Joshua Brommer, STL
Special to The Witness
“Pardon me, said Archbishop
John Cody of Chicago in his
speech to the Council Fathers
on November
Illuminations
17, 1964,
“if I dare
on Vatican II
to mention
Father Joshua R.
the United
States of
Brommer, STL
America.
The Declaration approved by the Council
will bring sincere joy to our 45
million Catholics who support
13,655 Catholic schools, which
receive ten and a half million
students in every grade of education, directed by 191,126 priests,
brothers, sisters and lay teachers.”
The bishops of the United
States had fought long and difficult battles for the right to educate Catholic youth for decades.
Archbishop Cody expressed a
sense of sincere gratitude for the
Council’s Declaration on Christian Education, Gravissimum
Educationis, which officially
grounded their arguments and
their fight for the right to Catholic schools within the universal
mission of the Church. Education, in its broadest sense, would
be cast by the Council within
a profound theological vision
of the whole human person, its
scope touching not only a child’s
earthly destiny but his eternal
destiny as well. The Fathers
declared, “True education is
directed towards the formation
of the human person in view of
his final end and the good of that
society to which he belongs and
in the duties of which he will, as
an adult, have a share (GE 1).”
This “true education” is important to the Church, not simply
because she is called to operate
educational institutions, but because it is rooted in the mandate
given by the Lord Himself, “Go,
therefore, and teach all nations
(Mt 28:19).” This conciliar declaration embraces the full scope
of the Lord’s mandate, stating,
“Holy Mother Church … is
under an obligation to promote
the welfare of the whole life of
man, including his life in this
world insofar as it is related to
his heavenly vocation; she has
therefore a part to play in the
development and extension of
education (GE preface).” The
Church cares about education
because the Church cares about
salvation.
This fundamental vision of
education guided the Fathers of
the Council to present certain
principles which could be adapted to the local circumstances by
the Church leaders throughout
the world. First, the Council declares, “All men . . . in virtue of
their dignity as human persons,
have an inalienable right to education. This education should be
suitable to the particular destiny
of the individuals, adapted to
their ability, sex and national
cultural traditions (GE 1).” This
is strong language: “inalienable
right to education.” But, even
stronger, the language of this
statement is reinforced to show
that education must respect
the individual and his destiny,
bringing the individual gifts and
skills that promote the common
good and the development of
society. Education reaches even
beyond practical knowledge to
moral knowledge. Describing it
as a “sacred right” from which
no child should be deprived,

“young people have the right
to be stimulated to make sound
moral judgments based on a
well-formed conscience and to
put them
into practice
with a sense
of personal
commitment, and
to know
and love
God more
perfectly
(GE 1).”
The civil
government
and leaders of education are
called upon to protect this sacred
right of young people (cf. GE 1).
The language of the Council
does not presume that every
Catholic is attending a Catholic school; although, it clearly
reaffirms the right of all Christians to a Christian education.
The language of the Council
calls the instruments of society,
specifically the government,
to not hinder the growth and
development of young people
by preventing them from having
a Christian education. While
Catholic schools and catechetical programs are mentioned
as two of the Church’s instruments for Christian education,
the Fathers make it clear that
the “gravest obligation” for the
education and development of
children falls upon parents. To
this end, the role of the family,
particularly the Christian family,
is exalted not only as a blessing
for the Church but as a gift to
human society. The Declaration
states, “The family is therefore
the principal school of the social
virtues which are necessary
to every society (GE 3).” The
health of society depends upon
the health of the families which
make it up. And, the health of
those families is grounded upon
the holy and incontestable obligation of parents to educate their
children in their responsibilities
as faithful Christians and good
citizens. Schools and educators outside the family help to
reinforce what is begun at home,
not usurping but assisting the
“primary and inalienable right
(GE 6)” that parents have for the
education of their children.
Historically, one can see the
Fathers addressing the many
threats to the true education of
young people at the time of the
Council and before it: the propaganda of the Nazis that sought to
create a pure race of Aryans; the
various Communist regimes that
sought to subdue peoples and remove individual thought through
various forms of brainwashing;
the persecution of political theorists, philosophers, and literary
figures throughout the twentieth
century. Time and time again,
the bishops had experienced
governments and agencies which
encroached upon the fundamental rights of Christians to be educated. This collective experience
compelled them to speak clearly
on this theme of education. Auxiliary Bishop James Malone of
Youngstown, Ohio, intervened at
the Council to contribute to this
topic, “Contrary to some prevalent theories of the State, the
government is not and must not
become the master of the people,
but rather its servant. In the field
of education, the government
must not be the official teacher
and arbiter of religion, science,
art, literature, music or culture.”
Ultimately, this responsibility
falls to parents.
Because of this insight, Gra-
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Students at Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School learn about the skeletal system. The Vatican
II Declaration on Christian Education, Gravissimum Educationis, established the Council’s vision
that Christian education be focused on the whole human person.
vissimum Educationis is able to
state boldly, “Parents, who have
a primary and inalienable duty
and right in regard to the education of their children, should
enjoy the fullest liberty in their
choice of school. The public
authority, therefore, whose duty
it is to protect and defend the
liberty of the citizens, is bound
according to the principles of
distributive justice to ensure that
public subsidies to schools are
so allocated that parents are truly
free to select schools for their
children in accordance with their
conscience (GE 6).” The cause
for parental choice in education has been championed by
Catholic bishops for quite some
time! This cause, as a reading
of Gravissimum Educationis
shows, does not diminish the
importance or helpfulness of
public education. Instead, it is
placed within its true context as
an instrument that aids families,
indeed all of society, in the general education of youth.
While acknowledging the
privileged role that Catholic
schools play “in the promotion
of culture and in the human formation of young people (GE 8),”
the bishops acknowledge that
non-Catholic schools are often
the only option made available
to some Catholic parents. In
those cases, parents are reminded of their serious obligation to
provide a “Christian formation”
as part of their children’s “preparation for life in the world (GE
7).” Yet, with pride in its own
institutions, the Council sings
the praises of Catholic schools
above all other institutions of
learning. Catholic school communities provide young people
with “an atmosphere animated
by a spirit of liberty and charity
based on the Gospel. It enables
young people, while developing
their own personality, to grow
at the same time in that new life
which has been given to them in
baptism (GE 8).”
This is a profound calling for
the Catholic school, a calling
that helps to form young hearts
and minds, while at the same
time shaping culture and bringing to all in our society the light
of the Gospel. In this way, the
Catholic school community is
a sign of the presence of God’s
kingdom in our midst, caring for
the young people entrusted to
its care while not neglecting the

gifts it can bring to the outside
community (cf. GE 8).
It does not come as a big surprise
that the Church would sing so
proudly of Catholic schools. But
we would miss something truly
profound if we did not situate this
insight into the entire context of
the Second Vatican Council, whose
central theme of the Church is
punctuated by the sincere concern
of how the Church relates to the
modern world. The Fathers of the
Council who made this Declaration
on Catholic Education never lost
sight of the impulse that inspired
Blessed John XXIII to call the
Council in the first place: the
Church is still relevant today! And,
because the Church and her message are still relevant for all men
and women today, the Church has
the prerogative to weigh in on those
aspects of human society that touch
not only her own members, but the
entire human race. In no small way
does the education of youth shape
human society. Therefore, in no
small way does the Church express
her prerogative over the education
of Catholic youth and her responsibility toward all of the children of
the world in promoting a true sense
of education and preventing the encroachment on the basic liberty of
all parents to educate their children
in the way they see fit.
To this end, the Council Fathers
have provided in this declaration
sound objective principles to help
parents make these decisions.
When society steps in to assist parents, it is never to impose its own
values or agenda, but to provide the
basic building blocks of education at the highest of standards.
Since reason does not conflict with
faith, there is no need to fear the
truths gleaned from science, the
logic taught by mathematics, or the
linguistic skills imparted by grammar. The problem, as expressed
above in rather dramatic historical
social circumstances, only arises
when moral standards and cultural
attitudes begotten of irreligious or
purely secular attitudes are imposed
as part of the curriculum. When
this happens, the fundamental
freedom of impressionable young
minds is diminished by the choices
made by persons other than their
parents. For, whenever the culture
of a school conflicts with the values
and mores of a Catholic family, the
school no longer serves the student
or the common good and has the
potential to become damaging to
society at large.
Yet, the declaration, while appro-

priately cautious, is also optimistic.
One only needs to look at how
much good individual teachers
bring to any given individual to see
how schools influence the development of young minds and the
good of society. For this reason,
the declaration praises the apostolate of teachers, for “they render a
valuable service to society” (GE 8).
Working “in close cooperation with
the parents,” teachers are called to
treat each pupil as a unique individual and to “awake in their pupils
a spirit of personal initiative (GE
8).” In an undeniable way, after
parents, teachers are often the most
important figures in the lives of
young people. The great good they
are called to do is rooted principally in the mission to help their pupils grow into fully developed men
and women. They touch the whole
person, by the words they use and
the example of their own lives,
bringing to maturity the unique
skills and gifts God has given to
each of their students. So strong is
the impact of their apostolate, that
the Council Fathers declare that,
“even after [their students] have
left school, they should continue to
help them with advice and friendship (GE 8).” Such is a beautiful
contribution to the building up of
society and the holy development
of young Christians.
The message of Gravissimum
Educationis is still strong almost
fifty years after it was issued, not
simply because it promotes the
great gift of Catholic education, but
because it explains that the foundation of any formation of young
people begins at home, with parents
who are given all they need to raise
holy children who enrich society
with Gospel values and Christian
virtues. When the discussion of
education is grounded on this
authentic Christian understanding
of humanity, the aim of education
and the various instruments used
to provide it continues to shape our
nation with the 78 million Catholics who support 6,841 Catholic
schools, which receive more than
two million students in every grade
of education, directed by 151,395
priests, brothers, sisters, and lay
teachers today.
(Father Brommer is the Administrative Assistant to the Bishop
and Liturgy Coordinator for the
Diocese of Harrisburg. During this
Year of Faith, he is contributing to
The Catholic Witness a series of
articles on the Second Vatican
Council as the Church observes
its 50th anniversary.)
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Grant Creates Science
Opportunity for Lourdes Regional School
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Several teachers from Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township are excited to begin
teaching science with a hands-on and out-of-the-ordinary-textbook approach this year.
Students and teachers will participate in GLOBE
(Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the
Environment), a worldwide, hands-on, primary and
secondary school-based Earth science and education
program. The program will be funded from Merck’s
Neighbor of Choice Community Grants Program. Officially becoming a GLOBE school, Lourdes will be
the first Catholic School in Pennsylvania to provide a
school-wide GLOBE curriculum.
The program will promote students’ scientific critical thinking and verbal skills while exposing them to
a full range of opportunities to further their understanding and applications of earth sciences and their
research about the environment.
Chris Ort, science teacher at the high school level, participated in a two-day GLOBE training at the
Palmyra Cove Nature Park and Environmental Discovery Center in New Jersey. At this training, he and
other teachers learned how schools are implementing
and working with the GLOBE program, and how to
get the best use out of it. There are possibilities to talk
via the Internet to share data and ideas with schools
all over the world. They can use face time and share
classroom lectures and labs with other schools.
Rosemary Purcell works with the primary grade
levels and looks forward to integrating the program
school wide, so that when the high school students
have a lesson they can come and help the lower
grades with a similar lesson plan. For instance, while
the high school might be out in the field tracking insects’ behaviors, Pre-K will be looking at books with
images and reading stories. Mrs. Purcell and Mr. Ort
look forward to having the high school students explain more to the younger students, such as why and
where they will see these insects.
The middle school is involved too, and teacher
Joann Picarellie foresees the same concept for the
middle school students to work together with the pri-
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Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School teachers Chris Ort, Rosemary Purcell and Joann Picarellie display
materials they will use in their classrooms as part of the schools’ integration of the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) program.

mary and high school students.
The program does not only open doors schoolwide, but into the community too. According to the
program details, “An important aspect of the program
is that students are encouraged to communicate directly with the GLOBE scientists to better understand
the importance and impact of their data.”
“At Scientists’ Corner on the GLOBE website,
GLOBE scientists discuss with students the patterns
they see in the students’ data, answer commonly
asked questions, and list scientific publications relevant to GLOBE,” the program notes.
Lourdes’ students will also be participating in field

trips and will enjoy special access to professors and
students from Bloomsburg University. They will also
have access to NASA representatives, and this has
created excitement among parents who work in the
science field who want to volunteer their time.
Mr. Ort said, “Students can’t wait to get started.
They like gathering data and spending time out in the
field.”
He continued, “This program is lab intensive. Colleges will know students can handle PH levels, electricity, and students will be comfortable and prepared
to handle equipment and instruments.”

York Catholic Student Earns
Full Scholarship to St. Vincent College
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Wednesday, Jan. 9 was just like any
other school day for York Catholic High
School senior Alex Pawlikowski.
Until 2:20 p.m.
While taking notes during his psychology class, Alex caught a glimpse
of some people gathered in the hallway
outside of his classroom. Among them
were his parents, Gregory and Christine.
There were balloons, photographers,
and a check that was large in both its
physical size and its dollar amount.
The ensemble was led by Shawn
Gouch of the Office of Admission from
St. Vincent College in Latrobe, Pa., and
it was there in “prize-patrol style” to
present Alex with a full scholarship to
the Catholic college.
That’s good reason to interrupt class.
Alex had already been informed by St.
Vincent’s that he had won the $160,000
scholarship, and as he humbly stood to
accept the accolades in class that day,
his classmates erupted in congratulatory
cheers and applause.
For the past 31 years, St. Vincent’s has
offered the Wimmer Scholarship Competition for high school students. The
scholarship is named in honor of Archabbot Boniface Wimmer, who founded
St. Vincent’s in 1846 as the first Bene-
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York Catholic High School senior Alex Pawlikowski receives a check from St.
Vincent College in Latrobe, Pa., for $160,000 to cover tuition, room and board for
four years. Alex was awarded the full scholarship based on his score on an exam
administered by the college.

dictine college in the United States. The
scholarship is awarded to the student
who achieves the highest score on a written exam administered at the college.
Alex took the test in November.
“When I first heard about the exam,
I thought I’d at least give it a shot,” he
told The Catholic Witness.
More than 200 high school students
took the test, which included sections

in mathematics, writing and general
knowledge. It was a rigorous exam, with
lengthy math problems and SAT-style
writing requirements.
“When I came out of the exam, I was
just hoping that I had done a fairly good
job, because it was so difficult,” Alex
said. “Then I heard other students saying
they thought it was an impossible test, or
that they struggled with it, so I thought

that maybe I did pretty well on it.”
Several days before Christmas, as
Alex and his family were packing up the
car to head to his grandparents’ house
for a holiday stay, he received a phone
call from St. Vincent’s.
“David Collins [Assistant Vice President of Admissions] was on the phone
saying I had scored the highest on the
test and had won the four-year full tuition. I was speechless. All I could say
was, ‘Thank you,’” Alex said.
At St. Vincent’s, Alex, a member of
St. Joseph Parish in York and a graduate
of its parochial school, plans to major
in biology. He eventually wants to enter
medical school and become a neurologist.
He credits his education at York Catholic High School for his performance on
the scholarship test and his preparedness
for college.
“Throughout my years at York Catholic, the English Department has been
drilling us with reading and writing exercises so that we can demonstrate reading comprehension, and that’s given me
an advantage,” he said. “Teachers have
developed us in psychology, history and
social sciences, and this year I’m taking Advanced Placement chemistry and
Advanced Placement Calculus. We have
great teachers here who really challenge
us.”
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St. Joan of Arc School Earns Certification
in Bullying Prevention Program
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
At St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey,
everyone from administrators, clergy and
playground monitors to students and parents
fulfills a key role in bullying prevention.
Recognizing that no school is immune to
bullying behavior, St. Joan’s implemented
the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program in
the fall of 2009. It’s a school-wide program
designed to reduce and prevent bullying
problems among students and to improve
peer relations at school. It’s been proven to
reduce bullying and improve the classroom
climate.
As a result of St. Joan of Arc School’s
fidelity to the program model, the school
has been recognized as a Certified Olweus
School. The unique recognition was given
this past fall by members of the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program, one of a number
of programs conducted by Clemson University’s Institute on Family and Neighborhood
Life.
St. Joan’s is among the first in the nation
and the first non-public school to achieve
certification.
Daughter of Mercy Sister Eileen McGowan, school principal, says the Olweus
program, made possible at St. Joan’s through
a grant from Highmark, allows the school
to be proactive instead of reactive to bully
behavior, which includes verbal and social
exclusion, cyber bullying, hitting, physical
threats and harassment.
The program has also helped students,
staff and parents recognize bullying and take
steps to stop it and prevent it, she said.
“The students have also become aware of
bullying in society, so they recognize that
it’s a problem everywhere,” Sister Eileen
noted. “But if we can address it with them at
an early age and inundate them with awareness and action through the time they’re in
eighth grade, that will bring about change.”
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School officials and those associated with the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program gather for the program’s recognition of St. Joan of Arc as a Certified Olweus School. From left are Judi Caldwell, a fifth-grade teacher at St. Joan’s and
Chairperson of the school’s Bullying Prevention Coordinating Committee; Jane
Riese; Sister Eileen McGowan, principal; Livia Riley, Diocesan Superintendent of
Schools; and Mary Dolan.
The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program
works because everyone has a part to play
in it.
“The program calls upon everybody to be
a piece of the puzzle,” said Judi Caldwell, a
fifth-grade teacher at St. Joan’s and Chairperson of the school’s Bullying Prevention
Coordinating Committee.
“Everybody in the program has to be in-

volved – teachers, custodians, priests, secretaries, kitchen staff,” she pointed out.
They’re trained in the program so that they
can recognize bullying and bring prevention
practices into the classroom, the playground,
the cafeteria and the hallways.
Program requirements are rigorous and
extensive, and include regular staff meetings and discussion groups, reviews of the

school’s supervisory system, school-wide
events to promote the program, and efforts to engage the local community in the
school’s efforts.
Parents are kept well-informed too,
through PTO meetings, schools events and
take-home packets. They’re also provided
with a discipline policy that outlines the definitive steps the school will take in the event
of a bullying incident.
The various components of the program
allow for it to be tailored to all grade levels.
At St. Joan of Arc, which enrolls students in
PreK-8, weekly class meetings present students the opportunity to express concerns
and work together on solutions to problems.
The comprehensive program has provided
the school with a system-wide method of addressing bully behavior.
“Before the Olweus program, we had
been putting Band-Aids on any problems
that would arise,” Mrs. Caldwell said. “We
would hold assemblies and talk to the students, but that doesn’t effect real change because there’s no follow up. You have to have
a program, and have everybody on board for
it to work.”
Sister Eileen said the Olweus program fits
into St. Joan of Arc’s mission as a Catholic
school.
“The mission of Catholic education is to
promote peace, unity and virtues. By preventing bullying, we’re creating an atmosphere where people are able to work together peacefully and respectfully,” she said.
They’re not afraid to give their opinions or
state their problems. Everybody working together for a solution is part of our way of
teaching Christ-like values.”
(To learn more about St. Joan of Arc
School and its bullying prevention program,
visit www.stjoanhershey.org. Information on
the program can be found in the “Bully Prevention” link. Find more information about
the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program at
www.clemson.edu/olweus.)

Year of Faith Art Show
Art Show will begin on March 1, 2013 at the
Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17111

Theme: Expressions of the Faith
All mediums are welcomed. Send scanned or digital image and a completed submission form to Sister Geralyn
Schmidt at srgschmidt@hbgdiocese.org. She will then send the piece to the Selection Committee. Please visit
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/yearoffaith to print out submission form. If the committee approves your piece, you will
receive an email from the selection committee.

Entries that do not pertain to the theme will not be accepted into the show.

Last day for submission is February 13, 2013
View all information about show, official rules, frequently asked questions, and to
download submission form visit: http://www.hbgdiocese.org/yearoffaith

On this week’s edition of Catholic Perspective, we take a look at the sexual assault treatment program at
Holy Spirit Hospital that features forensic nurses as first responders. Registered nurse Lynn Gray tells how
the program helps people and says that it has gotten good reviews over the past seven years of its existence.
Bishop McFadden has emphasized the DVD series on our faith, titled “Catholicism,” by Father Robert
Baron for this Year of Faith. Grand Knight Eric Falling explains how the Cathedral Council of the Knights
of Columbus in Harrisburg is utilizing the series. Are you a member of the Knights of Columbus or know
someone who is? Then tune in to Knight Talk on Holy Family Radio, WHYF AM 720, every Tuesday at
noon. During each 30-minute program, district news and information concerning the Knights of Columbus
is presented. An encore is aired Saturdays at 12:30 p.m.
In his Perspective on the Faith, Father William Weary has a follow up of sorts, on the recent Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. He talks about the Sacrament of Baptism.
In our Vocation segment, Catholic Perspective presents Father Paul Clark, pastor of St. Mathew Parish
in Dauphin. He tells us that family influence was important but that there was one particular priest who
influenced him to begin a walk down a religious path.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and
WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and
on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8 a.m.;
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30
a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.WISL1480.com on
Sunday at 11 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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The Environment and Stewardship:
The Moral Art of Caring for Creation
By Father David L. Danneker, PhD
Special to The Witness
People are surprised to learn that the Catholic Church
has been speaking on “Caring for Creation” for over 800
years. In recent times the terms “Environmental Movement” or “Environmentalism” are identified with caring for
the earth and they evoke varied emotions in people. Some
identify these terms with “tree huggers” and an extreme
left wing agenda. Others view these terms as the scourge
that will undermine Capitalism. The Catholic Church subscribes to neither extreme; instead, She views it as part of
our being God’s Stewards.
We will start by looking at key teachings and insights
from Blessed John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and our
United States Bishops. From there, we will conclude with
reflections upon key themes concerning this important topic. A rich bibliography may be found on the USCCB website (www.usccb.org) regarding both Vatican and United
States Bishops’ statements.
Pope John Paul II was instrumental in alerting Catholics
to our duty regarding our care for the environment, as in
1979 he named St. Francis of Assisi, who is already Patron
Saint of Animals, as the Patron Saint of Ecology. The Holy
Father’s World Day of Peace message on January 1, 1990,
was entitled “The Ecological Crisis: A Common Responsibility.” The Pontiff began his address with the words: “In
our day, there is a growing awareness that world peace is
threatened not only by the arms race, regional conflicts
and continued injustices among peoples and nations, but
also by a lack of due respect for nature, by the plundering
of natural resources and by a progressive decline in the
quality of life…. Moreover, a new ecological awareness is
beginning to emerge which, rather than being downplayed,
ought to be encouraged to develop into concrete programs
and initiatives (n.1).”
Throughout his pontificate, he talked about our care for
the environment, including his encyclicals Sollicutudo Rei
Socialis (1987), where he became the first Pope to formally address the challenges of ecology, and Evangelium Vitae
(1995). In addition, at his Wednesday Audience on January
17, 2001, he talked about how God made man the steward of creation: “Man’s lordship (over creation), however,
is not …the mission of an absolute and unquestionable
master, but of a steward of God’s Kingdom who is called
to continue the Creator’s work, a work of life and peace.
His task, described in the Book of Wisdom, is to rule “the
world in holiness and righteousness” (Wis 9: 3). (n.3).”
“We must therefore encourage and support the “ecological conversion” which in recent decades has made humanity more sensitive to the catastrophe to which it has been
heading. (n. 4)”
Our own United States Bishops released two important statements during Blessed John Paul’s Pontificate as
well. On November 14, 1991, they released “Renewing
the Earth: An Invitation to Reflection on Environment in
Light of Catholic Social Teaching.” In it, they stated that:
“Today, humanity is at a crossroads. Having read the signs
of the times, we can either ignore the harm we see and witness further damage, or we can take up our responsibilities
to the Creator and creation with renewed courage and commitment. The task set before us is unprecedented, intricate,
complex. No single solution will be adequate to the task.
To live in balance with the finite resources of the planet,
we need an unfamiliar blend of restraint and innovation.
We shall be required to be genuine stewards of nature and
thereby co-creators of a new human world. This will require both new attitudes and new actions. (n. V)”
On June 15, 2001, they released “Global Change: A Plea
for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good.” Here the
Bishops remind us that “At its core, global climate change
is not about economic theory or political platforms, nor
about partisan advantage or interest group pressures. It is
about the future of God’s creation and the one human family. It is about protecting both “the human environment”
and the natural environment. 1 It is about our human stewardship of God’s creation and our responsibility to those
who come after us. (Introduction)”
Environmental concerns have also been a hallmark of
Pope Benedict XVI’s Pontificate as he has made it both a
recurring theme of his writings and teachings as well as in
his actions as, under his leadership, 2400 solar panels were
installed on the roof of Pope Paul VI Audience Hall which
went into service on November 26, 2008. Pope Benedict
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Statue of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and ecology, on the grounds of the National
Shrine Grotto of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md.

has been called the “Green Pope” by some writers because
of his concern for and statements regarding the world’s environment. In his third encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, issued June 29, 2009, Pope Benedict devoted five paragraphs
to care for the environment. He noted: “The environment
is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a
responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations
and towards humanity as a whole…In nature, the believer
recognizes the wonderful result of God’s creative activity,
which we may use responsibly to satisfy our legitimate
needs, material or otherwise, while respecting the intrinsic
balance of creation... Nature expresses a design of love and
truth. It is prior to us, and it has been given to us by God as
the setting for our life. Nature speaks to us of the Creator
(cf. Rom 1:20) and his love for humanity. (n.48)”
“Human beings legitimately exercise a responsible stewardship over nature, in order to protect it, to enjoy its fruits
and to cultivate it in new ways, with the assistance of advanced technologies, so that it can worthily accommodate
and feed the world’s population… At the same time we
must recognize our grave duty to hand the earth on to future generations in such a condition that they too can worthily inhabit it and continue to cultivate it.” This means
being committed to making joint decisions “after pondering responsibly the road to be taken, decisions aimed at
strengthening that covenant between human beings and
the environment, which should mirror the creative love of
God, from whom we come and towards whom we are journeying. …the protection of the environment, of resources
and of the climate obliges all international leaders to act
jointly and to show a readiness to work in good faith. (n.
50)” “The way humanity treats the environment influences
the way it treats itself, and vice versa. (n. 51)” “The Church
has a responsibility towards creation and she must assert
this responsibility in the public sphere. (n. 52)”
For Pope Benedict, care for the environment and stewardship are intertwined. As he reminds us: “Christians in
particular, conforming their lives to the Gospel, recognize

During this Year of Faith, The CathExamination of Conscience
olic Witness presents a series of arExcerpted from the USCCB
ticles examining the various documents, principles and historic
• Do I live out my responsibility to care for
figures connected to Catholic
God’s creation?
Social Teaching. The series is
• Do I see my care for creation as connected
produced in conjunction with
to my concern for poor persons, who are most
the Diocesan Commission
at risk from environmental problems?
on Catholic Social Doctrine,
• Do I litter? Live wastefully? Use energy too
which works to promote underfreely? Are there ways I could reduce consumption
standing of Catholic Social Teachin my life?
ing while fostering the mission of the
• Are there ways I could change my daily practices
Church and work for the common good.
and those of my family, school, workplace, or community
Find resources at www.hbgdiocese.org/catho- to better conserve the earth’s resources for future generations?
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that all people are brothers and sisters; that life is a stewardship of the goods received from God, which is why
each one is responsible for the other, and whoever is rich
must be as it were an “executor of the orders of God the
Benefactor” (Hom 6 de avaritia: PG 32, 1181-1196). We
must all help one another and cooperate as members of one
body (Ep 203, 3). (General Audience, August 1, 2007)” It
is important for us to assume this mantle of responsibility
and leave the world a better place for others.
On November 8-10, 2012 the USCCB co-hosted a symposium entitled: “A Catholic Consultation on Environmental Justice and Climate Change: Assessing Pope Benedict
XVI’s Ecological Vision for the Catholic Church in the
United States.” The statements from this are awaiting publication, yet one can see that care for our environment is
an ongoing concern for Pope Benedict and all members of
the Church. In addition, Our Sunday Visitor has published
a book titled The Environment that contains all of Pope
Benedict’s statements prior to its 2012 publication date
concerning this important theme and I invite the reader to
explore this treasure-trove of Our Holy Father’s theology
and thoughts.
On November 7, 2005 Bishop Giampaolo Crepaldi, then
Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,
gave an address on ten principles of environmental ethics
drawn from the book Compendium of the Social Doctrine
of the Church at a congress on “Ethics and the Environment” at European University of Rome. I would like to
conclude this article with brief reflections on two of these
principles.
First, “Lifestyles should be oriented according to the
principles of sobriety, temperance and self-discipline, both
at the personal and social levels. People need to escape
from the consumer mentality and promote methods of production that respect the created order, as well as satisfying
the basic needs of all. This change of lifestyle would be
helped by a greater awareness of the interdependence between all the inhabitants of the earth.” As Our Holy Father
said to the priests of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone:
“…none of this (new technology) will suffice unless we
ourselves find a new way of living, a discipline of making
sacrifices, a discipline of the recognition of others to whom
creation belongs as much as it belongs to us who may more
easily make use of it; a discipline of responsibility with
regard to the future of others and to our own future, …To
be heard, we must at the same time demonstrate by our
own example, by our own way of life, that we are speaking
of a message in which we ourselves believe and according to which it is possible to live. And let us ask the Lord
to help us all to live out the faith and the responsibility of
faith in such a way that our lifestyle becomes a testimony;
and then to speak in such a way that our works may credibly convey faith as an orientation in our time.” (August
6, 2008). The Church invites us to embrace a lifestyle that
respects creation and is a witness to others.
Second, “A spiritual response must be given to environmental questions, inspired by the conviction that creation
is a gift that God has placed in the hands of mankind, to be
used responsibly and with loving care. People’s fundamental orientation toward the created world should be one of
gratitude and thankfulness. The world, in fact, leads people
back to the mystery of God who has created it and continues to sustain it. If God is forgotten, nature is emptied of
its deepest meaning and left impoverished.” All of us, as
stewards of the earth that God has entrusted to us, have a
responsibility to maintain it and see it as God’s gift to us.
We need to pray that humanity will embrace the teachings
of the Church and each of us do our part to live it in our
own lives. With that in mind, we can all pray and reflect
upon the prayer of Azariah and his companions as found in
the Book of Daniel:
“Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord, praise and
exalt him above all forever.
Angels of the Lord, bless the Lord;
You heavens, bless the Lord;
All you waters above the heavens;
Sun and moon, bless the Lord;
Stars of heaven, bless the Lord;
Every shower and dew, bless the Lord;
All you winds, bless the Lord;
Fire and heat, bless the Lord;
Cold and chill, bless the Lord;
Dew and rain, bless the Lord;
Frost and chill, bless the Lord;
Ice and snow, bless the Lord;
Nights and days, bless the Lord;
Light and darkness, bless the Lord;
Lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord;
Let the earth bless the Lord;
Mountains and hills, bless the Lord;
Everything growing from the earth, bless the Lord;
You springs, bless the Lord;
Seas and rivers, bless the Lord;
You dolphins and all water creatures, bless the Lord;
All you birds of the air, bless the Lord;
All you beasts, wild and tame, bless the Lord;
You children of humanity, bless the Lord;
Spirits and souls of the just, bless the Lord;
Holy ones of humble heart, bless the Lord;
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy
endures forever.” (Dn. 3:52-90)
(Father David L. Danneker, PhD, is pastor of St. Peter
Parish in Elizabethtown and a member of the Diocese’s
Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine.)
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Lebanon Catholic Marches
On as Great Season Takes Shape
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Above: Point guard Jaylon Colon drives and kicks the ball out against Pequea Valley.
Right: Anthony Pletz is arguably Lebanon Catholic’s best outside shooter.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

As the high school basketball season speeds by the halfway point, it’s
fair to say that the Beavers of Lebanon Catholic are a very good basketball team, posting an 11-2 record. Superbly coached by veteran Coach
Scott Clentimack, every player on this team can run the floor, hit the long
three-ball and press and defend.
Against league foe Pequea Valley at home on Assumption Hill, Jan. 9,
the Beavers beat the senior-laden Braves, 71-54, behind the solid play of
team captain Timmy Orr, who had double digit points and rebounds. The
Beavers turned up the defensive intensity to begin the second half and
turned a four-point lead into a 15-point cushion in less than 90 seconds.

Above: Captain Timmy Orr is a threat in the paint and beyond the arc.
Right: After a great steal, Anthony Thomas lays in two.

The Beavers also committed only eight fouls the entire game and did not
enter the bonus in either half. Given their aggressive style of play, that’s
an amazing stat that shows you they can physically get after you, but in
a fundamentally sound way.
The Braves threw a number of zone defense looks at Lebanon Catholic,
but the Beavers stayed patient and drilled their open looks. And while
this team can hit from downtown, it has enough size inside to attack the
basket and rebound. The Beavers start four juniors along with senior Orr,
who is nearing the 1,000-point plateau for his career.
It’s difficult to foresee any team giving the Beavers trouble in Class A
in District 3, other than Greenwood come early March in the playoffs.
And it should not be surprising if the Beavers are playing in the state
playoffs come late March.
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Fulfilling the Promise:

Tradition of Catholic Education
Continues at New Bishop McDevitt High School
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne Bednar, principal of Bishop McDevitt High School, receives the
keys to the school chapel from Bishop Joseph P. McFadden during its dedication Jan. 4.

Father Edward J. Quinlan,
Diocesan Secretary for
Education and pastor of
Holy Name of Jesus Parish
in Harrisburg, anoints the
chapel walls with Sacred
Chrism.

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden anoints the altar in the school chapel with Sacred Chrism during the dedication
Mass. The altar was acquired through the Redemptorist Community in Ephrata.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The new Bishop McDevitt High School offers an array
of amenities expected of today’s state-of-the-art educational facility.
There are technology-driven science, computer, art
and home economics labs, a fully-equipped fine arts center, an expansive library, bright and spacious classrooms,
a sizable gymnasium and a multi-purpose stadium fitted
with artificial turf.
There are spiritually significant items here too, such as
a stained-glass window hanging in the main lobby that
was a gift from Bishop Philip R. McDevitt, fourth Bishop
of Harrisburg, to St. Joseph Parish in Locustdale in the
early 1900s.
Religious articles in the chapel come from the Redemptorist community, and the school hallways are
adorned with statues of the saints that were brought from
the former high school building.
But the most important element in the new school at
1 Crusader Way came directly from 2200 Market Street,
and before that, from the school’s original site at Church
and North Streets: the school’s tradition of offering a
quality Catholic education to high school students.
Dedicating the new Bishop McDevitt High School on
Jan. 5, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden spoke of the school’s
mission “to proclaim the truth of Jesus Christ to the
world.”
“It is in this building that we hope to be able to bring
the light and the truth of Jesus Christ to the young people
that will enter these walls,” he said.
“This building will house the family of Bishop McDevitt High School. It is a family with a long and distinguished history, with an illustrious group of alumni, men
and women who have left the confines of this great high
school and gave contribution to this country, to the world
and to the Church,” Bishop McFadden remarked. “This
great tradition has now been brought here to this building.”
Students, parents, alumni, faculty, administrators and
benefactors gathered in the spacious auditorium for the
long-awaited dedication, held on the Feast of St. John
Neumann, the founder of the Catholic school system.
The ceremony included a Scripture reading, a homily from the bishop and musical presentations from the
school choir and band as the bishop went through the
building and sprinkled each room with holy water.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne Bednar,
principal; John DiSanto, Building Committee Chair; and
Angela DiMartile Ortenzio and Carmen Finestra, Capital
Campaign Committee Co-Chairs, offered remarks.
Sister Mary Anne shared her enthusiasm at the prospect of welcoming students into their classrooms on Jan.
7.
“For me personally, that’s the day that I’ve been waiting for – the day that our students walk into this beautiful
building,” she said. “After all, this is about them. This is
for them. This is built to ensure that a quality, Catholic
education will be provided for the young men and women of our area for many years to come.”
It’s a tradition envisioned by the school’s founder,
Bishop Philip R. McDevitt, who was passionate about
Catholic education, Sister Mary Anne remarked.
“He wanted to make Catholic schools accessible to
all students and to make those schools the best that they
could be,” she said.
The new school, built on an 87-acre campus, is replete
with 45 classrooms, a 1,200-seat auditorium, a fine arts
center, a 1,000-seat gymnasium, fully equipped library,
multi-purpose stadium with artificial turf and an eightlane track, and 1,200 parking spaces.
The central focus of the brightly-lit school is the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Chapel,
located on the main floor and situated in the center of the
three-story classroom wing.
The 120-seat chapel is furnished with an altar, statues
and crucifix acquired from the Redemptorists in Ephrata,
and with Stations of the Cross purchased by St. Catherine
Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
Bishop McFadden dedicated the chapel on Jan. 4, calling it “the heart of Bishop McDevitt High School.”
“This is what Catholic education is about. It is about a
relationship with the Lord Jesus. It is about proclaiming
the Gospel of Jesus. It is about forming young men and
women who understand truly who we are as sons and
daughters of God,” he said.
“That is the mission of Catholic education,” he said.
“It is the mission of Bishop McDevitt High School.”
Among those on hand for the dedication of both the
chapel and the school were Raymond and Jeannette Rodgers, Class of 1953 and 1951, respectively. The benefactors donated the chapel’s crucifix in memory of Mr. Rodgers’ parents, who sent their eight children to the school
from 1946-1964.
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“They sacrificed so much to send us to Bishop McDevitt, and we received a good Catholic
education there,” Mr. Rodgers said. “We decided we had to do something in their memory,
so we selected the crucifix in the chapel, which is the whole focus of the school.”
As visitors toured the new school, they took note of its brick motif both inside and out,
the gleaming cross that stands as a centerpiece atop the building, and the portrait of Bishop
McDevitt and the original Founders Roll that hang in the lobby.
Students walked the halls in anticipation of their first day in the new building. In the
second floor hallway, freshman Maria DeJesus and sophomore Clare Orris stood near the
chapel’s choir loft and marveled at the sunlight streaming in through the windows. The girls
had just come from the auditorium, where they performed as part of the choir.
“I really like the windows and the lighting a lot – it’s motivating,” said Maria. “I’m ready
to get the school year started again. It’s awesome to finally be here.”
“I was amazed when I first walked in here today,” said Clare, who was most impressed by
the state-of-the-art auditorium, a dream facility for those involved in drama and music. “I’m

very excited to be in the new school and to see what else it offers.”
Freshmen Michael Wood and Matthew White and junior Mark Caruso also shared their
enthusiasm for the newness and spaciousness of the school and its grounds. But they pointed
out that the Catholic atmosphere and camaraderie among students are integrated into the
school, not things that can be built.
“All the people here are nice, and the teachers are very friendly and encouraging,” said
Matthew. “I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”
“Everyone here is really friendly and helpful to one another,” Michael agreed. “There’s
great camaraderie here, and outside of the school building as well.”
“What I would tell people about Bishop McDevitt High School is the same thing I told
them when the school was on Market Street,” Mark said. “We’re a great Catholic school and
we all continue to see the mission of Catholic education through.”
(Information on Bishop McDevitt High School and its “Fulfilling the Promise” Capital
Campaign can be found at www.bishopmcdevitt.org.)

The new Bishop McDevitt High School, located at 1 Crusader Way in Harrisburg, sits on an 87-acre campus that offers room for expansion. The school’s features
include 45 classrooms and technology-driven labs, a 120-seat chapel, a 1,200-seat auditorium, a fine arts center, a spacious library, a 1,000-seat gymnasium, a multipurpose stadium with artificial turf and an eight-lane track, and 1,200 parking spaces.

A portrait of Bishop Philip R. McDevitt, the Fourth
Bishop of Harrisburg for whom Bishop McDevitt High School is named, overlooks the school
lobby as major donor Rocco Ortenzio ’50 speaks
with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden after dedication ceremony.

In the school’s state-of-the-art library, Bishop Joseph P. McFadded sprinkles holy water on a life size replica of
the school’s mascot, the Crusader.

Joseph Barry plays the shaker during a choral and musical performance of “One
King” in the school’s 1,200-seat auditorium. A fine arts center at the school includes a band room, choir room and practice rooms.

Before the new Bishop McDevitt High School welcomed students back to class
on Jan. 7, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden blessed classrooms during the Jan. 5
dedication ceremony.
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archbishop Fulton J. Sheen and the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sunday, February 3 is
Membership Sunday for
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith.
The name of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen will
always be associated with
television evangelism, but
it can never be separated
from the Church’s missionary activity, especially
through the Society for the
Father Robert F. Sharman Propagation of the Faith.
For 16 years of his priestly
life, Archbishop Sheen served as national director of
this Pontifical Mission Aid Society.
Fulton Sheen understood the vital connection between the Christian vocation and the missionary dimension of Baptism. In fact, missionary activity was
fundamental to his understanding of the Church herself.
In a Good Friday sermon years ago, Archbishop
Sheen asked the congregation: “If Jesus Christ thirsted
for souls, must not a Christian also thirst? If He came
to cast fire on the earth, must not a Christian be enkindled? Has He not called us to be His apostles and
His ambassadors, in order that His Incarnation might
be prolonged through the continued dispensation of
the divine through the human?” Sheen answered his

own question by declaring, “a Catholic who does not
strive to spread his faith is a parasite on the life of
the Church.”
Sheen’s strong words in that sermon underscore the
vital importance of missionary activity for the faith and
life of the Church.
Membership Sunday for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith keeps alive the great love that Fulton Sheen had for the missions. While the Archbishop
understood that missionaries needed funding for the
spread of the Gospel, he constantly asked Catholics to
pray. He pointed out in so many mission talks and articles this basic thought: “The most worthy of causes is
to pray for the millions of people who know neither the
Sacred Heart nor the Immaculate Heart.”
Your membership in the Society for the Propagation of the Faith affords you a remembrance in 15,000
Masses celebrated each year by missionaries for the intentions of all the Society’s members. It is one way you
can exercise your missionary vocation and cooperate
with God in bringing the life of Christ to thousands of
souls who never knew Him or who have forgotten Him.
The Society tries to keep alive the mission mandate
of Jesus and the spirit of this Venerable Servant of
God by supporting the missions, which was “his
greatest love.” May God bless our efforts with an
abundance of grace.

reverend robert F. Sharman
Diocesan Director, Office of Pontifical Missions
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Venerable Fulton J. Sheen:
Missionary and
Evangelizer for Our Times
By James Gontis
Special to The Witness
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen was a man of
talent and holiness. Born and raised in Peoria, Ill., Sheen spent most of his adult life in
New York. He may well be the most influential United States Catholic of the 20th century.
Tireless Laborer for the Missions

In the Year of Faith,
Called to Share Your Faith By Joining
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
to pass on the “Good News” of Jesus
among those who live without the hope
that comes from Christ our Lord!
MEMBErSHIP SunDay COLLECTIOn
FEBruary 3, 2013
For more information:
Missions Office
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710
(717) 657-4804 ext. 240
missions@hbgdiocese.org
http://www.hbgdiocese.org, “World Missions”

Archbishop Sheen loved the missions, visited them often, and encouraged people to
be generous to the missions and especially
to pray for them. When he was national director of the Society for the Propagation of
the Faith (1950-1966), he created the World
Mission Rosary, with each decade a different color representing an area in the world
where the Church continues her evangelizing mission. Sheen explained that “…when
the World Missionary Rosary is completed,
one has embraced all continents, all people
in prayer.”
Zealous Teacher/Evangelizer
of the Faith
Archbishop Sheen was an evangelizer par
excellence, authoring 66 books and numerous articles. He was a pioneer in his use of
mass media to reach souls for Christ. He did
this first through radio and then through his
television show, “Life is Worth Living,” for
which he won an Emmy for prime-time television.
Once, when asked by Pope Pius XII how
many converts he’d made, he replied: “Your
Holiness, I have never counted them. I am always afraid if I did count them, I might think
that I made them, instead of the Lord.”
Holy Priest and Bishop
To Archbishop Sheen, the salvation of
souls was of paramount importance. Having

deep respect for persons of all religious persuasions, he nonetheless preached without
compromise the fullness of divine revelation
as embodied in the one Church instituted by
Christ.
Fundamental to the exercise of Archbishop
Sheen’s priestly and episcopal ministry were
his love for the Mass and his dedication to
the ministry of reconciliation through the
Sacrament of Penance, which he exercised
regularly.
He held tender devotion for our Blessed
Mother, Mary, to whom he referred as “The
Woman I Love.” He spoke with her as a child
speaks with his own mother.
He attributed his success to his daily Eucharistic Holy Hour, which he referred to as
“the hour that makes my day.” In his autobiography, Treasure in Clay, he wrote that
he had never missed his Holy Hour in all his
years as a priest.
Perhaps the most satisfying moment of
Sheen’s life occurred when the then-stillyoung Pope John Paul II, in his first visit as
Pope to New York, embraced the 84-year-old
Sheen in the sanctuary of St. Patrick Cathedral, saying to him: “You have written and
spoken well of the Lord Jesus Christ. You are
a loyal son of the Church.”
Legacy
Archbishop Fulton Sheen died on December 9, 1979, at the age of 84. At the time of
his passing, he was praying in his chapel in
front of our Eucharistic Lord.
On June 28, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI authorized a decree that formally recognized
Sheen’s heroic virtues and according him the
title “Venerable.”
Venerable Fulton J. Sheen, pray for us!
(James Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Department of Religious Education.)
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The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes:
BErWICK – St. Joseph: Merry
Gotto.
BLOOMSBurG – St. Columba:
Goldie A. Bennett, Joseph J. Keszkowski, Edward E. Kriner.
CaMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Jeanne Boyd, Theresa Peet.
CarLISLE – St. Patrick: Linda M.
Antonishek, Johanna Sporcic.
CHaMBErSBurG – Corpus
Christi: Louise Brookens, Margaret
Cox, Pearl Foose.
COaL TOWnSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Joseph Bodnar, Alma Donath,
William Janovich, Jr., Margaret
Klembara, Elizabeth Lukonis, Pat
Pellman, Stanley Rebilas, Eric
Thomas.
COLuMBIa – Holy Trinity: Sherry
Frey, Pauline Giandalia, Helen Kiehl;
St. Peter: Betty Lou Overmeyer.
COnEWaGO – Sacred Heart: Denise
Jacoby, Joseph Minsinger, Raymond
“Bo” Staub, Jr.
ELIZaBETHTOWn – St. Peter: Jill
Kathryn Bresch.
EnOLa – Our Lady of Lourdes: Shirley Jessick.
GETTySBurG – St. Francis Xavier:
Archie Applegate, Ruth “Bea” Bagot.
HanOVEr – St. Joseph: Harry Hull,
James Lemmon, Robert Stempe.
HarrISBurG – Holy Family:
Catherine Zeiders; St. Catherine
Labouré: Ginny Rodenhaber; St.
Margaret Mary: Richard Gotowka,
Grace Martinec, Catherine Potami.
HErSHEy – St. Joan of Arc:
Anthony DiVittore, Marilee Pellegrini.
KuLPMOnT – Holy Angels: Rose
Dunchock, Gloria Leaveck, Helen
Polinak.
LanCaSTEr – St. Anne: Joseph
Madonna.
LITTLESTOWn – St. Aloysius:
Normand Frontain, Lucille Wherley.
LyKEnS – Our Lady Help of
Christians: Jean Marie Klinger.
MCSHErrySTOWn –
Annunciation BVM: Mary Lawrence.
MECHanICSBurG – St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton: Linda Daws, James J.
Kelly; St. Joseph: Kay Proy.
MIDDLETOWn – Seven Sorrows
BVM: John Gelata, Jacqueline
Gerhards, Frank Murawski.
MILLErSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Marion Gray, Aaron M.
Haines, John Hufnagel.
MOunT CarMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Maria D. Chapel,
Bernadine J. Petruskevich, Paul
Saukaitis, Robert A. Veach, Lenore R.
Zenyuh; Our Lady: Joseph Blase,
Agnes Brezinski, Helen Butkera,
Francis R. Joraskie, Donna Murray,
Lawrence Yuskoski.
MOunT JOy – Mary, Mother of
the Church: Christine Graham, Joan
Meszaros, Sara “Sally” Safko.
nEW CuMBErLanD – St.
Theresa: John McRedmond, Jr., Edward Segeleon, Fred Siegfried.
nEW FrEEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Sheila vonLange.
nEW OXFOrD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Mary Benhoff,
Mary Klunk, John Kuhn, John
Sprankle.
rOarInG CrEEK – Our Lady of
Mercy: Christina Daniels.

rOHrErSTOWn – St. Leo the
Great: Frances Abel, Gloria C.
Barbaro, Mary Landis, Charles
Sterling.
SELInSGrOVE – St. Pius X:
George P. Margherio.
STEELTOn – Prince of Peace: Faye
Ranegar, Stephen Taljan.
WaynESBOrO – St. Andrew:
Marian Brownlow, Josephine Lustick,
Zoltan Mandy, Evelyn Pfeil.
WILLIaMSTOWn – Sacred Heart
of Jesus: John Cozzi, Jr., Evelyn
Readinger.
yOrK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Joan Drust, Robert Klunk,
Connie Michalak; St. Joseph: Joanne
Holtzer; St. Patrick.

Sister Jane Coyle
St. Joseph Sister Jane Coyle, formerly
Sister Mary Joanne, died Dec. 20 at St.
Joseph Villa in Flourtown, Pa. She was
86.
She served as librarian at Lebanon
Catholic High School from 1972-1979
and at York Catholic High School from
1983-1989.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.
26 at St. Joseph Villa. Burial was in the
Villa Cemetery.

Sister M. dericci Baker
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister M.
deRicci Baker died Jan. 6 at Our Lady
of Peace Residence in Scranton, Pa. She
was 90.
Born in Altoona, Pa., she entered the
Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1941,
and served as a teacher in the dioceses
of Harrisburg, Scranton and Pittsburgh,
and in Connecticut, New York and
Maryland. In the Diocese of Harrisburg,
she taught at St. Joseph Elementary
School in Danville from 1963-1968.
Sister deRicci also served on the office
staff at several hospitals in the state.
From 2000 until the time of her death,
she was a prayer minister in Scranton.
She was preceded in death by six
brothers and two sisters, and is survived
by a brother and three sisters, including
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister M.
Gracette Baker.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Jan.
11 at Our Lady of Peace Residence.
Burial was in St. Catherine’s Cemetery
in Moscow, Pa.

Sister Mary
Valerie Stublarec
Adorers of the Blood of Christ Sister
Mary Valerie Stublarec died Dec. 27 at
the age of 95.
Born Margaret Sublarec in Johnstown,
Pa., she entered the Congregation of the
Adorers of the Blood of Christ in 1933
at St. Joseph Convent in Columbia. During her years in education ministry, she
taught in elementary classrooms in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, North Carolina,
Ohio and Pennsylvania. She moved to
St. Anne’s Retirement Community in
Columbia last spring.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Dec.
29 at St. Anne’s. Burial was in the convent cemetery.

Please pray for the following clergy who
died in January during the past 25 years:
Deacon Eugene Skiffington, 1989
Msgr. William Lyons, 1993
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
Father Thomas F. Langan, 2012.

Catholic Daughters in
Mount Carmel to Organize Junior Court

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Our Lady of Victory #588, held its
“Twelve Days After Christmas” party on the Epiphany, January 6. The tradition of exchanging Christmas gifts traces its origin to these generous and worshipful kings, and the
Catholic Daughters participate in a gift exchange every year on this date.
The Court plans to organize a Junior Court in 2013, and five future Catholic Daughters attended the party. Two of these future daughters, Claudia and Eliana Seidel, made
Christmas ornaments with a picture of each of the victims from the Sandy Hook Elementary School tragedy. Father Frank Karwacki, Chaplain, led a prayerful tribute to the
victims. Mary Catherine Wydra, Regent, read the names of the adults that were killed and
each of the future daughters participated in reading the names of the children. The Court
embraced the 20 children from Sandy Hook as honorary Catholic Daughters and will especially remember them with prayer.
Shown from left to right in the photo are Sarah Sosky, Danielle Hooper, Madison Sosky, Mary Catherine Wydra, Regent, Claudia Seidel and Eliana Seidel.

Knights Collect Comfort Items for Veterans

Knights of Columbus, Cathedral Council #11008, which is based at the Cathedral
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, in coordination with Knights of Columbus Father
Capodano Assembly #3167 also of Harrisburg and the surrounding area, recently delivered more than 1,600 comfort items to veterans currently receiving treatment at the
Lebanon VA Hospital.
The items, which included things like body-wash, toothpaste, magazines/puzzlebooks, and postage stamps, were collected after Masses held at St. Patrick Cathedral
during the month of December. The items were donated from the generosity of the
Cathedral’s parishioners.
The collection was spear-headed by Sir Knight Adam Robinson, a Navy Veteran; and
Grand Knight Eric Failing, both of Cathedral Council #11008.
“The fourth principal of our order is patriotism,” noted Failing, “efforts like collecting comfort items for our disabled and hospitalized veterans and other work we do in
conjunction with the Veterans Administration allows the Knights of Columbus to give
back to those who have already given so much in the name of patriotism.”
Robinson was similarly enthusiastic. “To be able to give back to fellow veterans is
truly one of the highlights for me in being a Knight of Columbus,” he said, “I am glad
to see the generosity of our parish in helping those who have served our country.”
For more information about the Knights of Columbus, visit http://www.kofc11008.
com/. Find them on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/KofC11008. The local
Knights also are on Twitter at @kofc11008.

Gastley Scholarship Has
Full Slate at Delone Catholic High School

The John Gastley Scholarship Foundation now has its fourth Delone Catholic High
School scholarship recipient in mid-year at and its very first awardee looking beyond
Delone to his next educational interest.
The funds for these scholarships are being raised by the Foundation, a 501c3 nonprofit, PA Charitable Corporation named as a memorial to a Delone alumnus, athlete,
coach and teacher. The scholarship rewards a young person with an excellent faithbased high school education, helps Delone by bringing a positive influence to their
hallways, helps Delone financially, and supports the Catholic faith. There is a significant amount of good that can be supported with your tax deductible donation or participation in the Foundation’s four fund-raising events.
The Foundation just distributed tickets for its Gift Certificate Lotto game that began January 1. If your ticket number is drawn in the PA 3 digit daily game, you win
a nice national brand gift certificate. Details are available at www.gastleyfoundation.
com. The Foudnation’s May Dinner Raffle tickets are also available. Only 300 are being sold.

Lancaster Order of
Malta Marks anniversary with awards

The Lancaster Hospitaller Region of the
Order of Malta recently celebrated its sixyear anniversary as a region of the Federal
Association. Following the final 2012 monthly Mass, members, formation candidates,
auxiliary and spouses gathered for a dinner at
the Hamilton Club in Lancaster.
Patrick Whalen, KM, gave his parting remarks as the outgoing Regional Hospitaller,
and in doing so, he presented three Hospitaller awards: Our Lady of Philermos Stewardship Award was presented to Thomas
Beeman, KM, and James Pickard, KMOb.
The Msgr. Thomas Smith Dedicated Service
Award was presented to Gerry Ganse, KM,
and the Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades Humble
Servant Award was presented to Clair McCormick, KM. In the photo, Patrick Whalen,
KM, right, presents the award to Clair McCormick, KM.
The Lancaster Region members presented Patrick Whalen, KM, with a surprise
gift of a commissioned oil painting for his time of service as the Regional Hospitaller.
Peter Scudner, KM, is now the new Regional Hospitaller for the Order of Malta in
Lancaster.
The Order of Malta is a lay Catholic religious order and has been in existence since
1099. The two charisms of the Order are to defend the faith and care for the poor and
the sick. The Order carries out these missions locally, nationally and internationally.
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Despite Evil, Human Beings
Are Hard-Wired for Peace, Pope Says
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Welcoming in the new year, Pope Benedict XVI said
that despite the injustice and violence in the world, every
human being yearns for and is made for peace.
“Man is made for peace, which is a gift of God,” but
also something individuals must work tirelessly to build,
he said.
The pope celebrated Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 1,
which the Church marks as the feast of Mary, Mother of
God and as World Peace Day.
Thousands of people filled the basilica, which was
decorated with white roses, small yellow flowers and evergreens. In the crowd was a group of children wearing
colorful capes and cardboard crowns in memory of the
three kings who traveled to Bethlehem; three of the children brought offertory gifts to the pope.
Prayers for peace were offered in five languages; in
Arabic, the prayer asked that Mary “awaken in government leaders, legislators and men and women of science
respect and concern for motherhood, God’s supreme gift
to humanity.”
In his homily, the pope quoted from the peace day message he had sent to government leaders around the globe.
Despite the “tension and conflict caused by growing instances of inequality between rich and poor, by the prevalence of a selfish and individualistic mindset which also
finds expression in an unregulated financial capitalism,”
as well as terrorism and crime, “I am convinced that ‘the
many different efforts at peacemaking which abound in
our world testify to mankind’s innate vocation to peace.’”
People are called to find an inner peace with God by
living according to his will, and to enrich that gift by living peacefully with and for others, including all of creation, he said.
Inner peace is possible even when struggling with
“problems, darkness and distress,” he said; Mary is a
prime example with how she faced uncertainty and challenges with calm and peaceful reflection.
“It’s this inner peace we would want to have in the midst
of sometimes tumultuous and confusing events,” he said.
Nothing can destroy a Christian’s inner peace because
it is rooted in the certainty that there is a good, loving and
omnipotent God who always offers his grace and peace,
the pope said.
“In fact, suffering, trials and darkness don’t corrode,
but strengthen our hope, a hope that never disappoints,”
he said.
Pope Benedict also tweeted a special blessing in eight
languages to his more than 2 million Twitter followers:
“May Our Lord bless you and watch over you in the new
year.”
Speaking after the Mass from his apartment window
above St. Peter’s Square, the pope highlighted the importance of peacemakers, who, day after day, “try to conquer
evil with good, with the strength of truth, with the weapons of prayer and forgiveness, with honest work done
well, with scientific research serving life and with works
of mercy.”
He said there are many peacemakers in the world, but
they work without fanfare, acting quietly “like yeast help-
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Two Iraqi boys hold candles as they pray for peace in Iraq and Syria during Mass at a Chaldean Catholic
church in Amman, Jordan, Dec. 23.
ing humanity rise up to God’s plan.”
The pope also presided over an evening prayer service
with Eucharistic adoration and the singing of a special
hymn of thanksgiving to God Dec. 31 in St. Peter’s Basilica.
No matter how many troubles in the world or in one’s
life, “there is good in the world and this good is destined
to conquer all thanks to God, the God of Jesus Christ, incarnate, died and risen,” he said.
It’s easy to forget that the good will win, since evil acts
like homicides, violence and injustice are what grab the
headlines, rather than acts of love and kindness, which often remain hidden in the background, he said.
If people are to truly understand the world and what life
is about, they must go beyond the news flash and be able
to silently reflect, think and listen to God.
“That way our soul can find healing from the inevitable
wounds of daily life” while the mind tries to see things
with God’s eyes and learn to “look with truth upon our actions and also the evil present in us and around us.” Such
self-reflection is necessary for “conversion, which makes
one wiser and better” and more able to act in solidarity
and communion, he added.
Christians are people of hope, especially in the midst of
darkness, because they know that what’s bad in the world
doesn’t come from God but comes from human sin and

error, the pope said.
Christ is the true source of life and hope and it’s this
certainty “that prompts us to look to the new year with
confidence,” he said.
After the prayer service, the pope went by popemobile into St. Peter’s Square, where he visited the
Vatican’s Nativity scene. While the Swiss Guard band
played “Silent Night,” the pope knelt before the manger
scene for a few moments of prayer.
On Dec. 30, the feast of the Holy Family, the pope
prayed at his noon blessing for all the families in the
world.
Just like the Holy Family, mothers and fathers worry
about properly raising their children, hoping to create
honest and responsible adults and citizens, the pope
said.
Children need not only the gift of faith, but also the
personal example of their parents, he said.
“Let us pray that every child is welcomed as a gift
from God and is supported by the love of a father and
mother so as to grow like the Lord Jesus.”
He asked that Mary and Joseph’s love, fidelity and
dedication inspire today’s Christian couples to see that
“they are not friends or lords over their children’s lives,
but custodians of this unparalleled gift of God.”

Be Like Good Samaritan, Help
Those in Need, Pope Says in Message
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Benedict XVI arrives to celebrate Mass on the feast of
Mary, Mother of God, in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Jan. 1.

In a message for the 2013 World Day of the
Sick, Pope Benedict XVI called on everyone to
be a good Samaritan and concretely help those
in need.
Thanking those who care for the sick and elderly, the pope underlined the Church’s fundamental role in “lovingly and generously accepting every human being, especially those who are
weak and sick.”
The World Day of the Sick is celebrated annually Feb. 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Vatican released the text of the papal message Jan. 8.
Pope Benedict expressed his affection for all
those “undergoing a time of trial due to illness
and suffering,” and he prayed that they remember they are not alone, marginalized, forgotten or
useless.
“You have been called by Christ and are his
living and transparent image,” he said, quoting
from a message delivered by the fathers of the
Second Vatican Council in 1965 “To the Poor, the
Sick and the Suffering.”
The Gospel parable of the Good Samaritan is

just one of many accounts that show how Jesus
expected his disciples to behave toward others,
especially those in need, the pope said.
Through prayer, people can draw strength from
God’s infinite love in order to “live day by day
with concrete concern, like that of the Good Samaritan, for those suffering in body and spirit
who ask for our help, whether or not we know
them and however poor they may be,” Pope
Benedict wrote.
Those who are sick and suffering also are called
to help others, finding meaning and healing in accepting one’s own suffering by looking to Christ,
“who suffered with infinite love,” he said.
The Year of Faith is an occasion for the Church
to intensify its charitable services “so that each
one of us can be a good Samaritan for others, for
those close to us,” the pope said.
The history of the Church offers today’s men
and women many models of encouragement, the
pope said, including Blessed Teresa of Kolkata
and the Blessed Virgin Mary, who “does not lose
hope in God’s victory over evil, pain and death.”
Mary’s trust in God’s power, together with
Christ’s resurrection, offer “hope to the suffering” and renew “the certainty of the Lord’s closeness and consolation,” he said.
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“Go and make disciples
of all nations”

a Chance and a Dance
To Benefit World youth Day Pilgrims
Friday, February 15 from 7-10:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

(Matthew 28:19)

The Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry is joining Bishop Joseph
P. McFadden and Pope Benedict XVI at World Youth Day this summer. The diocese’s
spiritual pilgrimage takes place July 20-29, beginning with a retreat in Guadalupe,
Mexico, and concluding with World Youth Day activities in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
More than 40 young pilgrims from the diocese will participate in the pilgrimage,
and the “Chance and a Dance” fund-raiser will benefit their experience.
$100 Donation includes:
• Entrance for two adults (must be at least 21)
• a chance to win one of ten raffle prizes
• Music by Ziegler’s Mobile Entertainment
• Hors d’oeuvres
• 50/50 raffle and silent auction

Formal attire required
For information and tickets, contact the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804, ext. 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org.

Catholic Daughters of the americas
announce national Education Contest

Diocesan World youth Day
Celebration on Palm Sunday
For High-School aged youth
Sunday, March 24 from 3-7 p.m.
at the Capitol Steps, St. Patrick Cathedral
and Strawberry Square in Harrisburg
Main Celebrant and Homilist: Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
Pre-Liturgy Music by St. Patrick Church Life Teen Music Ministry
Liturgical Music by youth Instrumentalists and Vocalists
Concert by DJ Bill Lage
For more information, contact your parish youth ministry or Catholic campus ministry leader, or the Diocesan Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804, ext. 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org. Information can
also be found at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.

Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas
announces the 2013 National Education Contest for students in grades 4–12.
Entrants can choose from two themes: “Jesus Is Reflected in Me,” or “My
Life is a Reflection of Good.”
For details of contest rules and awards, visit www.catholicdaughters.org,
scroll down the page to frequent downloads, and under contests, select Education Contest Forms. Court Queen of Peace #1023 in Lancaster will be
sponsoring entries at the local level. First place winners will compete at the
state level. Pennsylvania winners will compete at the national level. Local
entries must be postmarked or received no later than Feb. 15, 2013.
All participants must sign a completed entry form, and adhere to all rules in
order for entries to be valid. In the entry form, fill in the “Return to:” portion
of the form as follows:
name of Sponsoring Court: Queen of Peace no. 1023
City of Sponsoring Court: Lancaster, Pa
name of Education Chairperson: Margaret T. Giordano
address: 1530 Hollywood Drive
Phone: (717) 390-9035
City: Lancaster, Pa 17601
Court Queen of Peace has had numerous state winners and several national
winners. Last year’s two national winners were from Trinity High School,
Camp Hill: Anastasia Mauger with a first place in Music, and Brendon Rigney with an honorable mention in Photography. For more information contact Margaret Giordano at 717-390-9035.

Diocesan Institute Winter/Spring 2013 Courses
The Year of Faith announced by Pope
Benedict XVI began on October 11, and
concludes on November 24, 2013. Pope
Benedict XVI referred to this Year of Faith
as “…a summons to an authentic and renewed conversion to the Lord, the one Savior of the world” (Porta Fidei 6) and proclaimed, “To rediscover the content of the
faith that is professed, celebrated, lived and
prayed, and to reflect on the act of faith,
is a task that every believer must make his
own, especially in the course of this year”
(Porta Fidei 9).
Throughout this yearlong observance,
the Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and
Pastoral Formation is offering a variety of
faith formation opportunities to help you
renew your relationship with Jesus Christ
and deepen your Catholic Faith. Included
are sessions on the content of the Apostles’
Creed, the teachings of the Second Vatican
Council, and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.
For more information on how the Year
of Faith is being celebrated throughout the
Diocese of Harrisburg, visit the “Year of
Faith” webpage on the diocesan website at
www.hbgdiocese.org.
Online registration and payment are
now available. You can register and pay
online for Diocesan Institute courses and
workshops. To access an online registration
form and a complete course listing for the
current schedule of offerings, click on the
icon at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Learn from home. Take advantage of
Diocesan Institute offerings without leaving the comforts of home! Through Elluminate Live, you can participate in courses
and workshops offered at the Cardinal Keeler Center via webinar. You can either join
these webinars as they happen (real-time),
or view recordings of the webinars at a time
that is more convenient for you. Offerings

that are available via webinar are clearly
marked on the schedule of courses. For
more information, contact Ryan Bolster at
717-657-4804, ext. 225, or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org.
InTrODuCTOry COurSES
Introduction to Scripture
7-9 p.m. Feb. 5, 12, 26, March 5, 19
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Deacon Gerald Robinson
*Also available via webinar
Introduction to the Sacraments
6:30-9 p.m. April 4, 11, 18, 25
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Paul Clark
*Also available via webinar
Introduction to Morality
7-9 p.m. Feb. 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Paul Fisher
*Also available via webinar
6:30-9 p.m. Feb. 25, March 4, 11, 18
St. Aloysius, Littlestown
Mr. Ryan Bolster
6:30-9 p.m. March 4, 11, 18, 25
St. Columba, Bloomsburg
Mr. Joseph Mullen
(To register, contact Mr. Mullen
at 570-784-0801, ext. 4)
Teaching Methodology, Part I
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Feb. 2
St. Joseph, Hanover
Mrs. Stacey White
Teaching Methodology, Part II
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Feb. 9
St. Joseph, Hanover
Mrs. Stacey White

Introduction to Prayer
7-9 p.m. April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
*Also available via webinar
aDVanCED CErTIFICaTIOn
COurSES/COurSES
OF SPECIaLIZaTIOn
Christology
6:30-9p.m. Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28,
March 7, 14
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster
*Also available via webinar
Catechetical Documents
of theChurch
7-9 p.m. April 9, 10, 11, 16, 17
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
Our Hearts Were Burning
Within us: a Pastoral Plan for
adult Faith Formation in
the united States
6:30-9 p.m. April 15, 22, 29
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster
ELECTIVES
Vatican II at age 50
6:30-8:30 p.m. Feb. 19, 26, March 5
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Msgr. Thomas Kujovsky
*Also available via webinar
The articles of Faith in
the year of Faith
7-9 p.m. March 12 and 13
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
*Also available via webinar

Evangelization and the new Media
6:30-9 p.m. April 8 and 10
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
*Only available via webinar
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church: The Catechist and the
Catholic School Teacher’s Best Friend
7-9 p.m. Jan. 8, 15, 29, Feb. 5, 12
St. Catherine Laboure, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
(To register, contact Fatima Roberge
at 717-564-1321)
The Catechism of the
Catholic Church at age 20
7-9 p.m. April 1 and 3
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster
*Also available via webinar
a Catechetical Explanation of the
15 Promises of the Blessed Virgin
Mary to Those Devoted to the rosary
7-8:30 p.m. Jan. 31
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
(To register, contact Bonnie Finnerty at
717-233-3062)
Survey of the 16 Documents
of Vatican II to Commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the
Second Vatican Council
7-9 p.m. Feb. 28, March 14, 20, 21
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Cornwall
Mr. James Gontis
(To register, contact Becky Broderic
at 717-273-2160 or
beckybroderic@hotmail.com)
Prayer: The Gasoline for
our Spiritual Engines
3-5 p.m. March 4
Resurrection School, Lancaster
Mr. James Gontis
(To register, contact Brenda Weaver at
717-392-3083)
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Spiritual Offerings

Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Jan. 20
at 12:30 p.m. in the Prince of Peace-Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church, Steelton.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Harrisburg Jan. 20 at 2 p.m. by Father
Walter Sempko. Confessions will be heard after Mass.
A Pro-Life Mass will be celebrated by Father Paul Schenck
Feb. 2 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in
Harrisburg.
Mass with Prayers for Healing will be celebrated Feb. 5 at
7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father
Jordan Hite. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and
Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more information, call Mary
Ann at 717-564-7709 or Loretta at 717-737-7551.
In recognition of World Day of the Sick on Feb. 11, the Feast
of Our Lady of Lourdes, Father John A. Szada, Jr., Pastor of
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel, will celebrate a Mass of
Healing with Anointing of the Sick and Exposition and Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament on Feb. 6 at 6 p.m. in Divine Redeemer
Church, Mount Carmel. The sick, those who serve as caregivers,
and all who work in the health care service are invited to attend
this Mass. For more information, contact the parish office at 570339-3450.
St. Jude Thaddeus Church in Mifflintown will host a healing
Mass Feb. 7 at 6 p.m. Father William Weary will be the celebrant.

Education, Enrichment
& Support

Holy Spirit Health System offers a free support group for those
who have experienced miscarriage, pregnancy loss, or the death
of a child. “Child of My Heart” meets on the second Monday of
each month from 6-7:30 p.m. The support group is led by a nurse
practitioner from Holy Spirit Hospital’s Behavioral Health department. For more information or to register to attend, please call
717-763-2279.
Divine Mercy 101: St. Patrick Parish in York will host Brother
Chris Alar from the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy, Stockbridge, Mass., Jan. 26 from 9 a.m.-noon in the church. Brother
Chris’ presentation will cover The ABCs of Divine Mercy, The Feast
of Divine Mercy and Receiving the Graces of that Day, How Divine
Mercy is the Heart of the Gospel, and How the Image of Divine
Mercy and the Shroud of Turin are Linked. A free-will offering for
the Marians of the Immaculate Conception will be gratefully accepted.
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University: A 9-week
class that will teach you to take control of your money, invest for
the future and give like never before will be held at Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in York beginning Feb. 9. The class, a combination of video lessons taught by
Financial Guru Dave Ramsey and live group discussions, teaches
the basics of budgeting, dumping debt, planning for the future and
much more. Dave uses biblical principles to teach participants how
to handle money God’s way. The cost of the 9-week course is $95
and includes all necessary materials for the course. Register at
www.daveramsey.com. If you have questions regarding the course,
email mfloyd725@yahoo.com or call 717-845-1377.
Holy Spirit Health System is offering free CPR classes Feb.
9 in Holy Spirit Hospital’s auditorium. These courses will teach
participants the skills needed to successfully resuscitate the victim
of cardiopulmonary arrest and to relieve a foreign body airway
obstruction. Participants will learn the risk factors and signs of a
stroke, heart attack, cardiopulmonary arrest, and airway obstruction, and how to correctly use an automated external defibrillator
(AED) for adults and children. “BLS for Healthcare Providers” will
be offered from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. The “Heartsaver AED” class will be
offered to community members. This course is intended to teach
the lay rescuer. Participants may elect to learn adult and child CPR
and/or infant CPR. This class begins at 9 a.m. To register for these
free classes, call 717-972-4262.
“Catholics, Welcome Home: Discover the Faith Anew!” – a
Lenten encounter for non-practicing or less active Catholics seeking active participation in the life of the Church – will be offered at
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom. This program will run
for six weeks on Wednesday evenings, beginning Ash Wednesday
(Feb. 13), from 7-9 p.m., with a final, daytime session on Saturday,
March 23. For more information or to register, call Carol Morel at
717-814-1804.
33 Days to Morning Glory: Do you want to transform your
work, your marriage, your family, your life and are ready to learn
the quickest, surest, and easiest way to holiness? Blessed John
Paul II and Blessed Mother Teresa knew that the quickest way
to be transformed into a saint is through a relationship with Our
Blessed Mother Mary. Join with women and men from across
the Harrisburg Diocese for a 33 day preparation for Consecration
to Jesus through His Mother Mary at St. Joseph Church in York.
Learn from 4 great saints that the secret to drawing closer to Jesus
is through the Heart of His Mother. This 6-week series begins the
first Saturday of Lent, Feb. 16 from 9:30-11 a.m. and continues to
Saturday March 23. DVD presentations are by author and speaker
Father Michael Gaitley, MIC. Register at the hour-long intro session Feb. 9 at 9:30 a.m. or visit www.allheartsafire.org to order
study packet ($29). Contact Deacon Neil at crispo@sjy.
org or wog325@gmail.com.

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in Berwick will host a Year of Faith program featuring onehour lessons from Father Robert Barron. The Catholicism adult
formation program is open to the community. The next session
date, Feb. 21 at 6:30 p.m., is “Happy Are We – The Teachings of
Jesus.” Future sessions take place March 21, April 18, May 16,
June 20, July 18, Aug. 25, Sept. 19, Oct. 17 and Nov. 24. Watch
this section of The Catholic Witness for specific topics and
details on upcoming sessions. Or, for more information, contact
the parish at 570-759-8113.
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown will host a free Life
in the Spirit seminar. Classes will be held Saturday mornings,
9:30-10:30 a.m., from April 6-May 25. This is a series of classes
in which people are taught how to have a stronger spiritual life
and deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through the power of
the Holy Spirit and use of the charismatic gifts. Sessions will be
taught by Father William Weary, pastor of St. Jude, and Katrina
Molnar-Dietz, a parishioner at St. Bernard Parish, New Bloomfield. To register, e-mail JuniataCharismaticRenewal@gmail.
com or call Katrina at 717-567-6036 (evenings only). Deadline is
Saturday, Feb. 23.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

The brochure for the 2013 retreat season at Saint Mary bythe-Sea Retreat House is now available online at www.stmarybythesea.org. Those without web access in need of a hard copy
may call 609-884-8708.
A Men’s Discernment Retreat led by Father Raymond
LaVoie, will be offered Jan. 25-27 at St. Clement Mission House
in Ephrata. The retreat is offered free of charge to men ages 18
and older. For information, or to register, contact the Diocesan
Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804, ext. 282 or vocations@
hbgdiocese.org.
A retreat for parish youth ministry leaders and adults who
work with youth will be offered at St. Patrick Church Activity
Center in Carlisle Feb. 15 and 16. Jackie Francois, a singer/songwriter and worship leader from Orange County, Calif., will lead
the retreat, “Reservoirs: Receiving God’s Love. Cost is $25 per
person. For more information, contact Joe Goodman at jgoodman@saintpatrickchurch.org or 717-713-8772.
The Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and
Camp Fire invites Scouts from Brownies through Ambassadors
to attend a retreat Feb. 16 at Villa Sacred Heart in Danville. The
retreat will include a session on St. Kateri Tekakwitha as well as
activities for religious emblems and will conclude with Vigil Mass.
For additional information, contact the Office for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804 x321.
Slovak Catholic Federation plans Pilgrimage of Faith: Father
Philip Altavilla, Pastor of the Cathedral of Saint Peter, Scranton,
Pa., and National President, Slovak Catholic Federation, will
lead a pilgrimage April 14-26, 2013, to Rome and Slovakia. In
Rome, visit major religious and historic churches and sites, attend
the weekly Wednesday papal audience, and visit the Pontifical
Slovak College of Saints Cyril and Methodius. In Slovakia, stay
in Bratislava and visit Trnava, Šaštin and Nitra. The pilgrimage
will also include a visit to Velehrad, Czech Republic, where Saint
Methodius is believed to have died in 885 a.d. Cost of the air and
land package is $3,900 per person based on double occupancy
or $4,680.00 based on single occupancy. Visit www.slovakcatholicfederation.org or contact Father Altavilla at 570-344-7231.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Trinity High School Swim Team is hosting its annual
all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast on Jan. 19 from 7:30-11 a.m. in
the Trinity High School Cafeteria. Cost is $7 for adults and $4 for
children ages 5 to 11. No charge for children 4 and under. A raffle
will be held.
A Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship for boys
and girls ages 7-14 will be held at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Center in New Holland Jan. 19 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Winners
ages 10-14 will advance to district, regional and state competitions. Ages 7-9 participate only at the local level. For information,
contact John Fischer at 717-666-4703.
York Catholic High School’s Athletic Association is inducting five new members into its Sports Hall of Fame Jan. 19 prior
to the start of the girls’ varsity basketball game versus Dallastown
scheduled for a 7:30 p.m. tip-off. The Sports Hall of Fame honors
former coaches and student athletes, and the dedication of athletic program volunteers. Those being inducted include: Kelly Anderson (coach), George Andrews (service), Blaine Claiborne ’93
(athlete), Joe Freed ’89 (athlete), J. Ryan Luckman ’99 (athlete).
A Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship for boys
and girls ages 10-14 will be sponsored by Council 6810 and held
at Hambright Elementary School in Lancaster Jan. 20 from 1-5
p.m. Participants are required to provide proof of age. Winners will
advance to district and state competition. For information, contact
George Elko at 717-203-6210 or GMElko@comcast.net.
Trinity High School’s Alumni and Athletic Associations are
hosting The Big Green Giveaway on Jan. 26. Join us for food, fun
and prizes up to $1,000. For more information, contact Lisa Wolfe at
761-2228 or lwolfe@trinityhs.k12.pa.us.
Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill will host an Open House
Jan. 27 from 1-3 p.m. Tour the school and meet with teachers,
current students and School Board members. Come learn how your
child can get an outstanding education in a Catholic setting. Contact
Michelle Miller Peck at mykimillerpeck@aol.com or 401-207-2838.
Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School will host an Open

House at both campuses Jan. 28 from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Parents,
grandparents, and visitors may visit classrooms in one or both
schools to see Catholic education in a city environment. The Holy
Family campus, which houses kindergarten and first through
fourth grades, is located at 555 South 25th Street. The Cathedral campus, which houses Pre-School and fifth through eighth
grades, is located behind Saint Patrick Cathedral (212 State
Street) at Liberty and Church Streets. Questions? Contact the
school at 717-232-2551 or 717-234-3797.
St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia is partnering
with Lancaster General Hospital to host a blood drive Jan. 30 from
1-6 p.m. in the Retirement Community’s Pauline Hall. Contact
Hope Long at 717-285-5443 to sign up. All qualified donors will
receive a voucher for a pint of Turkey Hill Ice Cream as well as a
personal size LGH travel bag.
Youth in Action will be holding a Soup Bowl Fundraiser Feb.
8 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church social
hall in Duncannon. Proceeds to benefit the Interfaith Shelter for
Homeless Families in Harrisburg. Bowls cost $10, children $12
and under $5, and entitles you to unlimited soups, bread, salad,
beverage and cookies. 50/50 raffle. Keep the bowl as a reminder
to pray for the homeless. For more info, call Phyllis Krieger at
717-834-9433.
A “Cool Night of Hot Jazz” to support the arts and technology
programs at St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg will be held
Feb. 9 at 8 p.m.at the Zembo Temple in Harrisburg. The event will
feature renowned jazz drummer Ronnie Burrage, pianist Steve
Rudolph, saxophonist Tim Warfield and bassist Nimrod Speaks.
Ticket options: dinner and show; coffee, dessert and show; or
show only with open seating. Cash bar and refreshments available
for purchase. Reserve and purchase tickets at www.stmmparishschool.org or by calling 717-232-3771, ext. 116.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry at St. Pius X Parish in Selinsgrove will be hosting an Open House Feb. 10 from noon-2 p.m. in
the church library celebrating their 5th anniversary. Light refreshments will be served. For directions and/or more information,
contact Kathy Dalius at 570-374-9883 (evenings) or kathydal@
ptd.net.
A Thirtyone/Longaberger Bingo to benefit the children of
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster will be held Feb. 10
at St. Anthony of Padua cafeteria. Doors open at 1 p.m., bingo
begins at 2 p.m. Cost is $18 in advance, $20 at the door. Door
prizes, food and special games. Call Stephanie Aponte at 717286-7449 to pre-purchase your tickets by Feb. 1.
St. Cecilia’s Annual Fastnacht Sale will be held Feb. 10-12
at the parish’s social hall on East Lehman Street in Lebanon.
Fastnachts are $9 per dozen. Call-in date for pre-orders of six
dozen or more is Jan. 28 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. only, at 717-273-2432
or 717-273-5971.
Holy Spirit Health System is hosting its sixth annual Spirit
of Women dance event, “Day of Dance for Your Health,” Feb. 23
from 1-4 p.m. at the Radisson Hotel in Camp Hill. The day will include dancing demonstrations and instruction, health screenings,
learning how to keep your heart healthy and more! Registration
is required to attend this free event. Call 717-763-2100. For more
information on the day’s schedule, go to www.hsh.org/spirit-ofwomen-3/.
“Celtic Celebrations,” a benefit performance for Sandy
relief, will be held at Trinity High School in Camp Hill Feb. 23 at
7 p.m. The benefit will feature the talents of The Celtic Martins,
Rebel Heart Irish Dancers, and Seasons. The groups will perform
a showcase of Celtic melodies and rhythmic dance with proceeds
going directly to the Red Cross for disaster relief. For tickets and
information, visit www.celtic-celebrations.weebly.com.
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown has announced the dates for its placement testing for the freshmen
entering in the 2013-14 school year. All incoming ninth graders
must take the test on one of the remaining dates: March 9 or April
13 at Delone Catholic High School. Testing will be conducted from
9 a.m.-2 p.m. each day. There is no cost to take the exam. The
test, based on the ACT exams, covers English, science and math.
Students need to bring two #2 pencils, a pen, a calculator and a
lunch. All eighth graders in the Adams Deanery of the Diocese
of Harrisburg will take the test in their schools. Any eighth grader
who attends a Catholic school outside the deanery, a public
school, home school or other school needs to make arrangements
to take the test. For more information, or to register for a testing
date, contact Delone Catholic Vice Principal/Director of Studies
Sister Maria Jude, CSJ, at 717-637-5969, ext. 217, or smjude@
delonecatholic.org.
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg will hold its
25th annual Blue & Gold Gala “Old Traditions – New Beginnings”
March 16 at 6 p.m. at the school. Guests will be transported to
Times Square for a New Year’s Eve party to celebrate with old
friends and make new ones. The evening includes a cocktail hour,
hors d’oeuvres, dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions and some
surprises. Tickets are available at $100 per person. Sponsorship
opportunities, advertising and reservations are now being accepted and can be made online at www.bishopmcdevitt.org or by
calling Rita Fulton Director of Alumni Relations and Special Events
at 717-236-7973.

Parish, School
& Organization News

Shining Light Thrift Shop, a ministry of the Cathedral Parish
of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, needs volunteers especially on Saturday & Sunday. Any time you can offer is appreciated. Parking
is available. Check out our Ebay items for sale at shininglightsellers. Call Connie at 717-652-8283.
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Bishops Remain Focused on
‘Responsible Restrictions’
on Gun Ownership
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
As momentum builds to implement new limits on assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition clips, the Catholic bishops of the United States remain focused
on seeking “reasonable restrictions” on gun ownership without infringing upon
Second Amendment rights.
“The bishops continue to support measures that control the sale and use of firearms and continue to call for sensible regulations on handguns,” Kathy Saile, the
bishops’ director of domestic social development, told Catholic News Service.
“In addition to that, we need to make a serious commitment to address the pervasive role that addiction and mental illness have in crime,” she said in the wake of
the horrendous events of Dec. 14 at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Conn., that left 20 children, six educators and the heavily armed gunman who attacked the school dead.
In a Dec. 21 statement on the shooting, the chairmen of three U.S. bishops’ committees – domestic policy, communications, and marriage and family life – reiterated points from the bishops’ 2000 statement on crime and criminal justice. In it
they called for “measures that control the sale and use of firearm ... that make guns
safer” and for “sensible regulations of handguns.”
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., a Catholic, welcomed the Catholic Church’s involvement in the conversation on gun violence and possible restrictions on certain
firearms.
The senator, a strong supporter of gun rights, told CNS that the Church could
play a significant role in upcoming discussions that he hopes will involve not just
Congress and the White House, but also mental health professionals, law enforcement officers and child advocates in determining the best path to protect society.
“These are the conversations I’m now willing to have. It’s something we should
do now,” Manchin said.
“If you’re blaming it all on guns, then you’re blaming me as someone who’s used
guns. You’re pushing me into a silent mode,” Manchin said.
“If it’s all about guns, guns and guns, then you’re accusing everybody who’s a
law-abiding citizen, who might belong to the NRA, who has used guns responsibly.
You put them in the same box [as someone using guns illegally]. It’s a brush on all
of them.”
Manchin’s unexpected call on the “Morning Joe” show Dec. 17 for a national
conversation on gun violence was uplifting to grass-roots groups that in the days
since the Newtown atrocity have renewed their desire to see assault weapons outlawed and stricter limits on all firearms.
The Sandy Hook massacre also prompted at least one retailer, Dick’s Sporting
Goods, to suspend the sale of certain kinds of semiautomatic weapons nationwide
and stop selling guns altogether at its store nearest Newtown. How long the policy
would remain in effect was not known.
And President Barack Obama appointed a task force headed by Vice President
Joe Biden to draw up proposals to reduce gun violence.
The call for stricter gun laws comes as Americans now possess nearly 300 million firearms. The number of guns in private hands has climbed exponentially over
the years.
A National Institute of Justice survey in 1994 found that civilians owned 192 million guns. Two years later, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms reported
that about 242 million firearms were owned by civilians or available for sale. That
number rose to about 259 million in 2000 and about 294 million in 2007, the latest
years statistics are available.
The bishops’ stance on gun control has remained in place since 1975 when they
called for a national firearms policy. Their concern then was over the proliferation
of “Saturday night specials,” cheaply made and inexpensive weapons that debuted
four decades ago and quickly became the weapon of choice for street criminals.
Their distress over gun violence surfaced again in 1994 in a pastoral message titled “Confronting a Culture of Violence: A Catholic Framework for Action.” While
they did not call for specific controls on firearms at the time, the bishops cited the
proliferation of guns among young people and the rising number of shooting deaths
and injuries among children and teenagers as priorities for the country to address.
The bishops since then widened their focus to encompass assault weapons. Prior
to the past two presidential elections, the bishops in their quadrennial statement
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” supported “reasonable restrictions
on access to assault weapons and handguns.”
The bishops are not alone. Other religious leaders, community activists and advocates for families and children have long called for strict regulations and bans
on weapons specifically designed to kill, as well as stronger controls on handguns.
Details of a survey released in August by the Public Religion Research Institute
show that 62 percent of Catholics favor stricter gun control laws. That compares
with 35 percent of white evangelical Protestants and 42 percent of white mainline
Protestants.
Overall, according to the survey, 52 percent of people favor stricter regulations
on guns with 44 percent opposed.
Conducted in early August, the survey sampled 1,006 adults and has a margin of
error of plus or minus 3.5 percentage points.
Such calls, however, have largely been ignored in Congress and in state legislatures over the years. Citing the rights established under the Second Amendment,
the pro-gun lobby, led by the National Rifle Association, has deployed dozens of
lobbyists and spent hundreds of millions of dollars to overturn existing regulations
on guns and defeat new efforts to limit gun rights for decades.
The killings at Sandy Hook may just cause the political landscape to change,
however, especially as some key pro-gun legislators have said their desire is the
safety of all Americans. The NRA said it was “prepared to offer meaningful contributions to help make sure this [Newtown] never happens again.”
At a Dec. 21 news conference in Washington, executive vice president Wayne
LaPierre said like the rest of the country, the NRA mourned the loss of life. He
called on Congress to place armed police officers in all schools to prevent future
school shootings, not unlike, he said, the security in place at office buildings, banks,
airports and sports arenas.
LaPierre, who was interrupted twice by protesters, also blamed the Dec. 14 shooting on the media and violent movies and video games and urged the government to
create “an active national database of the mentally ill.”

USCCB Committees Call
for Action in Response
to Newtown Tragedy
Catholic News Service
The chairmen of three committees of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a joint statement Dec. 21 stressing the need for gun control, improved services for the mentally ill and a critical examination of the violence
in today’s movies, videos and television shows.
The statement was released in response to the Dec. 14 shooting at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., that left 20 children, the principal and five teachers dead.
The bishops said they joined New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, president of the USCCB, who in a Dec. 14 statement expressed his “profound solidarity with and prayers for the families, friends, neighbors, and communities
whose hearts have been rent by the loss of a child or loved one.”
“Understandably this tragedy has given rise to discussions about national
policies and steps that can be taken to foster a culture that protects the innocent
and those most vulnerable among us. It is time for our nation to renew a culture
of life in our society,” said the committee chairmen.
They are Bishop Stephen E. Blaire of Stockton, Calif., Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development; Bishop John C. Wester of Salt Lake City,
Committee on Communications; and Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort WayneSouth Bend, Ind., Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth.
The bishops called on all Americans and elected leaders in particular to have
“faith-filled courage to address the challenges our nation faces, both in our
homes and in our national policies.”
They noted that “guns are too easily accessible” and cited a 2006 document
by the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace that stressed the importance of enacting concrete controls on handguns and noted that “limiting the
purchase of such arms would certainly not infringe on the rights of anyone.”
They also reiterated some of what the U.S. bishops said in a 2000 statement
on “Responsibility, Rehabilitation and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on
Crime and Criminal Justice.”
The statement urged U.S. legislators to support measures that control the sale
and use of firearms and make guns safer. They also called on sensible regulations of handguns and limited access to assault weapons. The bishops also said
legislators should confront the pervasive role of addiction and mental illness
in crime.
In responding to the Newtown tragedy, the bishops also urged entertainers,
particularly film producers and video game creators, to recognize the extent
of violence in movies, television programs and video games, which they said
have “desensitized all of us.”
“We need to admit that the viewing and use of these products has negative
emotional, psychological and spiritual effects on people,” they added, stressing
that parents, guardians and youths need resources to “evaluate entertainment
products intelligently.”
The bishops said the tragic shooting also points to the need for society to
“provide health services and support to those who have mental illnesses and to
their families and caregivers.”
“Burdensome health care policies must be adjusted so people can get help
for themselves or others in need. Just as we properly reach out to those with
physical challenges we need to approach mental health concerns with equal
sensitivity,” they continued. “There is no shame in seeking help for oneself or
others; the only shame is in refusing to provide care and support.”
The bishops also noted the “glimmers of hope in this tragedy,” pointing out
those who made extraordinary efforts to protect life. They said the schoolteachers, principal, students, first responders and other leaders “showed tremendous
courage during the tragedy.”
A statement by the Leadership Conference of Women Religious similarly
noted how the school shooting calls for gun control and efforts to change the
culture of violence in the entertainment industry to prevent further tragedies.
“There is much to mourn, but mourning is not enough,” the statement said,
noting that “gun regulation is an imperative.”
“This is also a time to restore civility to our world and work to change the
pervasive culture of violence found throughout this nation, and especially in
the entertainment industry.”
The LCWR statement urged the organization’s members to “stand up and
speak out for the sacredness of the lives of these children and all people everywhere.”
They urged women religious to tell elected officials of their support for responsible gun legislation and for a federal ban on assault weapons as well as
for better care for those with mental illness and steps to steps to address the
growing use of violence in entertainment.
Archbishop Richard Smith of Edmonton, Alberta, president of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, wrote a letter to Cardinal Dolan expressing
“heartfelt prayers and deepest sympathies to the families and community of
Newtown, the Diocese of Bridgeport and the parish of St. Rose of Lima.”
“Canadians join with Americans and the rest of the world in lamenting this
tragic moment. It is not only the local community of Newtown or your own
nation which is experiencing such great loss and sorrow, but also the whole
of North American society,” the archbishop wrote. “Our culture has become
mesmerized and exploited by violence in its many dehumanizing and senseless
forms.
“Its victims are not only the dead, the wounded, their families and the citizens of Newtown. Each of us has been injured and hurt: every heart by the
images of human suffering, every soul by the malice and cruelty at work in any
act of violence.”
In response, Cardinal Dolan thanked the archbishop, saying the support “as
our northern neighbor comforts us and reminds us that the Catholic community
is a single community, not divided by rivers and mountains, but united in the
one family of Jesus.”
“We shall continue to work together,” he wrote, “so both our nations discover
a rebirth of love and a renewed appreciation for the gift and value of each human life and every human family.”
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40 Years after Roe v. Wade,
Pro-Life Movement Strengthens its Resolve
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
Forty years after the U.S. Supreme
Court legalized abortions, the pro-life
movement hasn’t stepped back in its
resolve to see the decision reversed.
Each year near Jan. 22, the day of the
Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton decisions on abortion, tens of thousands of
protesters march in Washington and
San Francisco and also take part in local events across the country hoping to
change abortion laws.
This year will be no exception.
The annual March for Life in Washington will take place Friday Jan. 25
– instead of Jan. 22 –to accommodate
participants because the anniversary
date is the day after public ceremonies for the presidential inauguration,
which would have made it difficult
to secure enough hotel rooms for the
thousands expected to descend on the
nation’s capital.
Jeanne Monahan, the new president
of the March for Life Education & Defense Fund, which organizes and runs
the rally and march each year in Washington, told Catholic News Service
that hotels reserved for march participants filled a month earlier than usual,
serving as just one indication that this
year’s event will draw record crowds.
She said she expects a bigger turnout
this year because of the “huge pro-life
loss during the election” and the “somber reality” of the 40-year anniversary
of the Supreme Court’s decisions.
“People are very passionate about
this issue ... and they want to make
their voices heard,” she said.
Monahan likened the march to a
somber but energetic event, focused
on the fact that “at least 55 million
abortions have been performed” in the
past 40 years but fueled by the overwhelming number of young people in
attendance.
“There is a positive energy and even
a joy” at the march because most participants are younger than 25, noted
Monahan, a 40-year-old who attends
St. Patrick Church in Washington.
Across the country, the ninth annual
Walk for Life West Coast will take
place Jan. 26. Eva Muntean, a walk co-

Abortion in America
The number of abortions performed annually in the U.S. hit
a high point in 1988 and has been on a decline since.
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founder and organizer, said the event
– which drew 40,000 participants last
year – was inspired by Washington’s
annual march.
It starts with a rally featuring several
speakers at a San Francisco plaza and
then a two-mile walk through the heart
of the city to a large waterfront plaza.
This year, participants will be joined
by Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano,
apostolic nuncio to the United States.
Muntean told CNS from San Francisco that the large number of young
people who participate make the effort of organizing it worthwhile. After
recently hearing a group of teenagers
talk about how the event inspired them
to be more actively pro-life, Muntean
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said that might be its “biggest fruit” –
inspiring and energizing youths.
In Washington, the Archdiocese of
Washington will sponsor two parallel events for young people. A Youth
Rally and Mass for Life is set for the
morning of Jan. 25 at the Verizon Center for local residents. A second rally
and Mass for out-of-town marchers
that morning takes place at Comcast
Center at the University of Maryland
in College Park.
The night before the march the annual National Prayer Vigil for Life will
be held at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
Boston Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley will
be the main celebrant at the evening

Mass. The vigil will conclude with a
Solemn Mass for Life celebrated the
next morning by Bishop Kevin J. Farrell of Dallas.
After the rally, marchers will walk
the familiar route along Constitution
Avenue to the Supreme Court. Participants are encouraged to visit their
representatives on Capitol Hill after
marching to lobby for pro-life efforts.
Monahan, who was named to her
post in November, knows she has big
shoes to fill replacing Nellie Gray, the
Texas native and World War II veteran
who started the annual March for Life
in 1974 to protest legalized abortion.
Gray – described as “the Joan of
Arc of the Gospel of life” by Cardinal
O’Malley – died in August at 86.
In a 2003 interview with Catholic News Service, Gray said the first
march in 1974 was “put together in
less than three months.” She said the
word went out, somehow, and 20,000
people came in buses to march around
the U.S. Capitol on a sunny 70-degree
day.
When the marchers were packing up
to leave, she said, many felt that they
had not been heard and that political
leaders did not seem ready to change
abortion laws.
“So we decided to do one more
march. And now we’re at No. 30,” she
said 10 years ago.
Monahan, former director of the
Center for Human Dignity at the Family Research Council in Washington,
said that it is “only by standing on Nellie’s shoulders that we can continue to
do the work we do now.”
“A lot of people say we wouldn’t
have the March for Life if not for Nellie and that’s really true,” she said,
noting that Gray “lived and breathed
the atrociousness of abortion and she
wanted to do everything she could
with her life to make that come to a
speedy end.”
Monahan would like to carry on
Gray’s dedication and persistent resolve. She said she hopes the nonprofit group that “runs the largest prolife event in the world” will begin to
“make an impact on culture every day
of the year” not just on the anniversary
of the Supreme Court decisions.

Conception: A Health Condition With A 20% Mortality Rate
By Joelle Shea
The Catholic Witness
According to a recent report from the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, 36,280 lives were lost in our
Commonwealth because of abortion in 2011. It is a
sobering number – we’ve legally allowed 36,280 citizens to be killed, and 36,280 mothers are left with an
irreversible scar.
If the numbers from the Department of Health are
looked at further, we can find an even more telling
statistic. There were 139,542 births and 36,280 abortions in Pennsylvania in 2011. That means that over
20% percent of pregnancies in Pennsylvania ended
in abortion.
We would decry any other health condition that had
a 20% death rate. But in Pennsylvania, being conceived carries with it a 20% mortality rate.
Further, nearly 1 in 3 women in America will have
an abortion by age 45 (Source: Guttmacher Institute).

These women have faced the most difficult, unimaginable decision and instead of meeting them with love
and support so that they might choose life, our society tells them that violence towards their children is
the answer to the problem.
Certainly, there are signs of hope: the numbers released by the Department of Health show a slight decrease in abortions over the previous year (1.4%, or
498, more abortions were performed the prior year).
The current number is also a 44.8% decrease from
the highest annual number of abortions – 65,777 in
19800 – ever recorded.
But these numbers should serve as a call to action.
There are several ways pro-life Pennsylvanians can
work to promote a culture of life in our Commonwealth. You can reach out to your local pro-life office
to see how you can help women in need in your area.
You can visit www.pacatholic.org to send a message
in support of pro-life legislation and sign up to become a member of the Catholic Advocacy Network.

Legislators need to hear from their pro-life constituents.
Later this month, thousands of Pennsylvanians will
travel to Washington, D.C., to participate in the annual March for Life. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision and many parishes
and dioceses organize bus transportation for interested parishioners.
Accepting that 20% of the pregnancies in our state
end in abortion or that 1 in 3 women will have an
abortion by age 45 impacts not only the mother and
the child. Mother Teresa reminds us of this, “Any
country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love, but to use any violence to get what they
want. This is why the greatest destroyer of love and
peace is abortion.”
(Joelle Shea is the Director of Outreach for the
Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.)’
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Bishop Joseph P. McFadden and
Father Robert Yohe, pastor,
concelebrate Mass at St.
Catherine of Siena Church in
Quarryville on the Fourth
Sunday of Advent.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

St. Catherine’s
Welcomes
Shepherd

Bob Groff joins the choir in leading hymns for the Mass.

Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden greets
Hunter Straub as the
boy exits the church
with his mother
Jamie and sister
Julia.

St. Catherine of Siena parishioners and pastor, Father
Robert Yohe, welcomed Bishop Joseph P. McFadden to
their Lancaster County parish on December 23 for the
celebration of Mass on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
In anticipation of Christmas, the church was beautifully
adorned with an Advent wreath, poinsettias, lit evergreens and a manager awaiting the Christ child. The
parish, located in southern Lancaster County, traces
its history back to the early 1800s and was founded by
Irish immigrants who worked in the local iron furnace.
In 1999, the parish built its current church, located
along Robert Fulton Highway in the southern part of
the county.

Bridget Grace
Hartigan holds her
doll close during
Mass.
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San Juan Celebrates the Sweet name of Jesus

Father Allan Wolfe, pastor, left, and Father Edgar Palacios, right, concelebrate
Mass with Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at San Juan Bautista Church on Jan. 1.

O

n the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, January 1, Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
blessed La Estatua del Dulce Nombre de Jesús (the Statue of the Sweet Name of
Jesus) at San Juan Bautista Parish in Lancaster, following a joy-filled Mass filled with festive song.
San Juan Bautista Parish became the diocese’s first Spanish-speaking parish with a mandate to provide for the needs of the area’s Hispanic population ten years ago.

Ana Celia Ortiz reflects on the Feast of Mary, Mother of God during Mass.
La Estatua del Dulce Nombre de Jesús depicts Jesus bent beneath his cross. It reflects the
Scripture passage from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians in which he describes Jesus, who
“humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. Because of this,
God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden blesses
La Estatua del
Dulce Nombre de
Jesus (the Statue of
the Sweet Name of
Jesus) at San Juan
Bautista Parish.
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