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Pope Benedict Announces Resignation

CNS photo

Pope Benedict XVI greets an estimated 600,000 youth while standing in
front of a huge portrait of Jesus Christ
in Krakow, Poland, May 27, 2006.

Statement by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
on the Resignation of Pope Benedict XVI
While the announcement of Pope
Benedict XVI’s resignation initially
draws forth a sense of sadness for
Catholics throughout the Diocese of
Harrisburg, this is not to the exclusion
of profound gratitude for all that he
has done and continues to do for the
Church.
From the very beginning of his Pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI has been
committed to calling all men and women in the world to an authentic encounter with the Living Lord, Jesus Christ.
Through his preaching and his teaching, particularly in the three volumes
of Jesus of Nazareth, the Holy Father
has never tired of proclaiming the true
face of Jesus Christ. And so, our hearts
are grateful for his unwavering commitment to the Gospel.
That this comes during this Year of
Faith, which Pope Benedict called the
Church to celebrate, we can see his decision as a sign of his own deep faith
that the Church is cared for by Christ
himself. His humble decision invites
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Bishop McFadden greets the Holy Father during the Ad Limina visit in Rome
in December 2011.

every Catholic to have the same faith
that Christ will continue to watch over
us by sending a new faithful and holy

Shepherd to guide the Church as its
Pope and to care for God’s People on
our pilgrim journey here on earth.

By Carol Glatz and Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
Saying he no longer has the strength
to exercise ministry over the universal
church, Pope Benedict XVI announced
Feb. 11 that he would be resigning at the
end of the month after an eight-year pontificate.
“After having repeatedly examined
my conscience before God, I have come
to the certainty that my strengths, due to
an advanced age, are no longer suited to
an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry,” the pope told cardinals gathered
for an ordinary public consistory to approve the canonization of new saints.
Pope Benedict, who was elected in
April 2005, will be the first pope to resign in more than 600 years.
He told the cardinals, “In today’s
world, subject to so many rapid changes
and shaken by questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in order to
govern the bark of St. Peter and proclaim
the Gospel, both strength of mind and
body are necessary, strength which in the
last few months, has deteriorated in me
to the extent that I have had to recognize
my incapacity to adequately fulfill the
ministry entrusted to me.”
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
Vatican spokesman, told journalists at
More POPE BENEDICT, page 2
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Pope Benedict
Continued from A1

a briefing that the pope’s decision was
not prompted by any medical illness,
but was due to a natural “decline of
strength” associated with old age.
Even though the announcement had
caught almost everybody by surprise,
it was not a snap decision, but rather
one that “had matured over the past few
months,” Father Lombardi said.
The pope made his announcement
in Latin from a pre-written text during
a morning ordinary public consistory
where a large number of cardinals were
present.
When he delivered his announcement,
the pope seemed very “composed, concentrated” and read “in a solemn manner” in keeping with the importance of
what he was saying, Father Lombardi
said.
Fulfilling the canonical requirement,
Pope Benedict solemnly declared to
the cardinals, “Well aware of the seriousness of this act, with full freedom I
declare that I renounce the ministry of
Bishop of Rome, Successor of St. Peter, entrusted to me by the cardinals on
19 April 2005, in such a way, that as
from 28 February 2013, at 20:00 hours,
the See of Rome, the See of St. Peter,
will be vacant and a conclave to elect
the new supreme pontiff will have to be
convoked by those whose competence
it is.”
It is up to the dean of the College of
Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo Sodano,
to make preparations for a conclave to
elect a new pope.
Father Lombardi said after the pope
steps down, he will move to the papal villa in Castel Gandolfo outside of
Rome. He will stay there until the renovation is completed of a cloister, set up
by Blessed John Paul II, which is located inside the Vatican Gardens, he said.
The pope will then live in the cloister,
called the Mater Ecclesia monastery,
and dedicate his time to prayer and reflection, the Vatican spokesman said.
It was likely the pope would keep
writing, he added, since the pope has
mentioned many times that he has
wanted to spend more time dedicated to
study and prayer.
When asked if there would be any
confusion over leadership or a schism
were a possibility, Father Lombardi
said he believes the pope “had no fear
of this” happening because he clearly
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Bishop McFadden addresses the media at a press conference in Bishop Daley Hall in Harrisburg, after the Holy Father announced his resignation. A recording of the press conference can be viewed at www.hbgdiocese.org.

demonstrated his desire to step down
and no longer be pope or retain any papal authority.
“I think in no way is there any risk
of confusion or division” in this respect,
he said.
The pope, who is past the age allowed
a cardinal to vote for a new pope, will
obviously not be part of the conclave
that will convene to elect his successor,
he added.
He is not likely to play any role in the
“interregnum” or time between popes
because “there is no role for a predecessor pope” during this period, the priest
said.
The Jesuit priest said a “sede vacante”
usually lasts less than a month, and that
it was more than likely a new pope
would be elected in time to lead the full
schedule of Holy Week and Easter liturgies.
Cardinal Sodano, who was one of
the many cardinals present during the
pope’s announcement, addressed the
pope, telling him the news left them
with “a sense of loss, almost completely
incredulous.”
However, it was obvious that his decision was based on a “great affection”
for the well-being of the church, the cardinal said.

Father Lombardi said being a pope
today is “much more fast-moving, more
demanding” than it was in the past with
an almost nonstop full schedule of public and private events and liturgical celebrations.
When asked why the pope chose Feb.
11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, as
the day to announce his stepping down,
Father Lombardi said most likely the
date was a coincidence, and that the
pope instead chose an event -- the ordinary public consistory -- where a large
number of cardinals would be present.
“The pope chose this significant occasion with the gathered cardinals” as the
best moment to announce his plans, the
Vatican spokesman said.
When asked whether the pope had any
medical illnesses or bouts of depression
that may have prompted his resignation,
Father Lombardi said the pope was “absolutely not” depressed and possessed
a remarkable “spiritual serenity” and
composure despite the many difficult
moments he has had to face as pope.
The Vatican spokesman also said he
was not aware of any medical illness
that would have caused the pope to step
down, rather it was due to a “normal”
deterioration of physical and mental
strength that comes with old age.

Bishop McFadden speaks with Dennis Owens of ABC 27 news during a live interview at the diocesan center on Feb. 11.

The pope has increasingly had trouble
walking in the past year, often using a
cane and always being assisted getting
up and down steps. However, the Vatican has never released medical information that would make it appear the pope
suffers from anything other than joint
pain connected to his age.
The option of a pope to resign is explicitly written into the Code of Canon
Law. It says a pope may step down,
but stipulates that the decision must be
made freely and “duly manifested.” No
one needs to formally accept a pope’s
resignation for it to be valid.
The last pope to resign was Pope
Gregory XII in 1415.
Pope Benedict had long said it would
be appropriate for a pope to resign for
the good of the church if the pontiff felt
he were unable to physically bear the
burden of the papacy.
In his book-length interview, “The
Light of the World,” with German journalist Peter Seewald, the pope said, “If a
pope clearly realizes that he is no longer
physically, psychologically and spiritually capable of handling the duties of
his office, then he has a right and, under
some circumstances, also an obligation
to resign.”
The pope told the author that it was
important, however, that the pope “must
not run away” and “must stand fast and
endure” any difficult situations that are
facing the church. For that reason, he
was not thinking of resigning in 2010 -the year the interviews were conducted.
“One can resign at a peaceful moment
or when one simply cannot go on,” the
pope had said.
Before ending his remarks during the
consistory, Pope Benedict told the cardinals: “I thank you most sincerely for
all the love and work with which you
have supported me in my ministry and I
ask pardon for all my defects. And now,
let us entrust the holy church to the care
of our supreme pastor, our Lord Jesus
Christ, and implore his holy Mother
Mary, so that she may assist the cardinal
fathers with her maternal solicitude, in
electing a new supreme pontiff.”
The pope said, “I wish to also devotedly serve the holy church of God in
the future through a life dedicated to
prayer.”
Father Lombardi said he felt “great
admiration” for the pope’s “great courage” and “freedom of spirit” in making
this decision. The spokesman said it
shows the pope is not only fully aware
of the great responsibilities involved
in leading the universal church, but his
hopes that “the ministry of the church
be carried out the best way” possible.

FEBRUARY 15, 2013, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS - 3

Legal path uncertain
for for-profits fighting
HHS mandate
By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service
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Bishop McFadden leads the panel discussion along with Bishop Nathan Baxter, left, Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania; Bishop Penrose Hoover, Evangelical Lutheran Lower
Susquehanna Synod; Bishop Robert Driesen, right, Upper Susquehanna Synod.

LARC Day Focuses on Vatican II
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
This year’s LARC Day of Dialogue featured
keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Martin Marty, an ecumenical observer at the Second Vatican Council.
The Day of Dialogue is an annual event of the
LARC (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic)
community, hosted by the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs.
An internationally known speaker and author,
Dr. Marty addressed this year’s gathering on the
day’s theme, “Engaging the World Ecumenically,” and spoke about the effects of the Council
document Dei Verbum, the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation. Dei Verbum said that
the Church depends on Scripture and tradition
as the one deposit of God’s word, and encouraged the faithful to nourish their faith through the
Scriptures.
The LARC Day of Dialogue is just one of the
programs of the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, noted Father Paul
Fisher, director.
The office is also involved in annual prayer
services during the Week of Christian Unity,
which was observed Jan. 18-25. During this
week, Christians come together to pray with the
prayer of Jesus, “that they all may be one,” (John
17:21). LARC clergy also take part in a lunch every other month, during which they discuss theology, practical issues and common witness.
“We have a very active ecumenical life here in
the Diocese of Harrisburg,” Father Fisher said.
“And for this, the credit goes to Deacon Charles

Clark,” who served as Director of Office for 15
years, until his death last April.
“The goal of the ecumenical movement always
has been that we desire, as the Lord does, the restoration of a full communion of faith and worship
among all Christians, for all Christians to speak
with one voice,” Father Fisher said. “To do that
clearly and faithfully based upon the Scriptures
and the lived tradition of the Church is the ultimate goal.”

Lutheran Rev. Dr. Martin Marty

February 16 – Confirmation at Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
Middletown, 10 a.m.
February 17 – Rite of Election, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
February 19 – Attend Solemn Closing of Forty Hours, St. Anne Church, Lancaster,
7 p.m.
February 20 - Keynote Speech for Leadership Summit on Catholic Schools,
Diocese of Palm Beach, FL
February 22 – Confirmation at St. James Church, Lititz, 5:30 p.m.
February 23 – Confirmation at Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church, Ephrata, 10 a.m. Celtic Celebrations Benefit Concert, Trinity High School, Camp
Hill, 7 p.m.
February 24 - Mass and Pastoral Visit Opening Solemn Eucharistic Devotions, St. Leo the Great Church, Rohrerstown, 11 a.m.; Vespers for the Second
Sunday in Lent, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.
February 25 – Annual Priest Lenten Convocation, Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.; Confirmation at St. Peter Church, Columbia, 5:30 p.m.
February 26 – Diocesan Coaches Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 6:30 p.m.
February 27 – Online high school senior Lenten course, Cardinal Keeler
Center, Harrisburg, 9 a.m.; Confirmation at St. Philip the Apostle Church, Millersville, 5:30 p.m.
March 1 – Confirmation at St. Catherine Laboure Church, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.
March 2 – Confirmation at St. Anne Church, Lancaster, 10 a.m.; 50th Anniversary
Mass of Thanksgiving, Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill, 5 p.m.
March 3 – Confirmation at Holy Infant Church, York Haven, 11 a.m.; Vespers for the
Third Sunday in Lent, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 4 p.m.

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- The latest round of proposed federal
rules covering religious institutions that want an exemption from the
requirement to provide contraceptive coverage in health insurance
make it clear that there’s no inclination at the Department of Health
and Human Services to accommodate for-profit secular corporations
the same way as nonprofit religious institutions.
For-profit secular entities that object to this requirement on moral grounds may find their only option is to push their case in court,
where the history of accommodating a business owner’s religious interests diverts significantly from how a church’s religious rights have
been treated.
An updated version of the HHS rules published Feb. 1 redefined
the criteria by which nonprofit religious institutions may be either
“exempt” or “accommodated” in opting out of providing to coverage
that goes against the teachings of the faith.
The Affordable Care Act requires all health care insurance plans to
include coverage -- at no cost to the employees -- of contraception,
sterilization and drugs some consider to be abortifacients.
The new proposal is the latest HHS effort to define who qualifies to
opt out of that requirement on religious grounds. More than 30 lawsuits challenging the previous round of the rules have been filed by
nonprofits including Catholic dioceses, universities and the Eternal
Word Television Network.
The courts have granted injunctions allowing 11 companies to sidestep the mandate while their cases proceed in court. Three companies
have been told they must comply with providing contraceptive insurance while their cases proceed.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops issued a statement Feb. 7
saying the new proposed rules show improvement but fall short of addressing all the church’s concerns. Among the concerns cited by New
York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, president of the USCCB, is that the
update leaves some entities “with no conscience protection at all.”
The Becket Fund, which represents both for-profit and nonprofit
plaintiffs against the government, raised several objections and blasted the rules for not covering “family businesses like Hobby Lobby.”
The proposed rules state that no exemption will be given to “forprofit, secular employers.”
HHS is accepting comment until April. Final rules are expected by
summer.
The clear distinction between for-profit entities and nonprofits by
the HHS warrants a look at how for-profit institutions have been treated in the courts when making religion-based claims.
Among the cases that may have implications are those dealing with
religious claims for exemption from Social Security contributions and
labor standards. The 2010 Supreme Court ruling in Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission also might come into play.
In Citizens United, the court found that corporations and unions
have a First Amendment right to protection from government limits
on political expenditures.
The majority opinion in the 5-4 ruling said: “If the First Amendment
has any force, it prohibits Congress from fining or jailing citizens, or
associations of citizens, for simply engaging in political speech.”
Mark Chopko, an attorney with Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young,
who specializes in religious rights issues, told Catholic News Service
that “Citizens United at least raises the question of whether organizations have other kinds of First Amendment rights besides ‘speech,’”
adding that “there’s not much” by way of First Amendment law protecting private business.
The First Amendment to the Constitution protects free exercise of
religion as well as freedom of speech, the press, assembly and petition.
Edward McGlynn Gaffney, Valparaiso University law professor,
said people trying to argue that corporations can have other First
Amendment rights “need to think about the differences between
NARAL, the NAACP, the UAW and the Catholic Church, and if all
those are the same kind of protected First Amendment entities.”
To suggest that there are no important constitutional differences
among those kinds of institutions is “gambling with big, high-stakes
poker,” Gaffney said.
In United States v. Lee in 1982, the court ruled that an Amish employer was not entitled to an exemption from paying into Social Security for his carpentry shop on the basis it would violate his religious
beliefs.
“Not all burdens on religion are unconstitutional,” the court said.
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Lenten Pastoral Letter 2013
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
“We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. God is love, and
whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him.” (1 John 4:16)
Once again we begin our Lenten journey. It is a familiar path, yet this Year of Faith
brings new intensity to this grace-filled season as we strive to walk the narrow road
of discipleship with greater purpose and intentionality. It is important that we begin
this journey knowing firmly that we are deeply loved by God who created us and
redeems us in Christ Jesus. As believers, we hold firm to the truth that charity – love
– is the very hallmark of our Christian lives. For, as Saint John so powerfully writes,
“God is love.” This Love draws each of us into
His Heart. Therefore, to live in love is to live
in God. To act in love is to act with the very
power of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. To love is to share in the very essence
of Divine life.
Since Lent prepares each of us to renew
our baptismal promises, it is good to note that
through the grace of the Sacrament of Baptism, “The Most Holy Trinity gives the baptized sanctifying grace, the grace of justification: enabling them to believe in God, to hope
in Him, and to love Him through the theological virtues (CCC 1266).” As God’s adopted
sons and daughters, the Lord pours out upon
each of us the grace to believe, to hope, and to
love as we are called. This calling to love, animated by the theological virtue of charity, directs our minds and hearts to love “God above
all things for His own sake, and our neighbor
as ourselves for the love of God (CCC 1822).”
For this reason, we must never stop striving to
remove those barriers which prevent us from
loving aright, because these barriers keep us
from God Himself.
To this end, we must approach the spiritual
life during this Lenten time with a new sense
of purpose and direction. I propose that in our
private prayer, we are called to reflect more
deeply on the great mystery that God loves
each of us personally and uniquely. Coming
to know and to believe this truly has the power
to change our lives for the good. Such awareness fills our hearts with gratitude and imbues
us with a sense of humility which opens us
up to share the gift of love with our neighbor
and, as the demands of Christian love urge,
even with our enemies. For knowledge of love
pushes us beyond an activity of the mind into
the actions of the heart manifested in our daily
lives. Saint John reminds us that our love of
God is revealed in our love of one another (cf. 1
John 4:20). Our spiritual journey necessarily includes an active living out of the love
poured into our hearts by the Heavenly Father.
Pope Benedict XVI does not tire in reminding us that love is to be the defining
characteristic of our Christian lives. In his encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, he writes,
“In the Church’s Liturgy, in her prayer, in the living community of believers, we
experience the love of God, we perceive his presence, and we thus learn to recognize
that presence in our daily lives (1, 17).” The Holy Father reminds us that the source
of charity is readily available to each of us in the Church’s Liturgy. The Holy Eucharist is aptly called the Sacrament of Charity, for through its celebration we stand at
the foot of the Cross where the greatest act of love is re-presented for us anew. Therefore, the worthy and reverent celebration of the Holy Eucharist, which joins together
the great assembly of believers in heaven and on earth, fills us with the grace to live
out our calling to love.
Yet, we must never tire of opening ourselves up to this grace poured forth through
the Church. Certainly, there are times when we must be more deliberate and rigorous
in uprooting the barriers to love in our life, particularly when we have committed
serious sin. To this end, once again the Church’s Liturgy provides for us the opportunity to experience the love of God in the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance
and Reconciliation. The door to the confessional is open to you! The light is on for
you! There is perhaps no greater experience of the personal gift of Christ’s sacrifice
for each of us than when we approach the Lord to confess our sins and hear Christ
speaking through the priest, “I absolve you from your sins.” In this moment, Christ
speaks to us, heart to heart. Hearing these words, how could any of us doubt that God
loves us? Because here we confront the cost of our sins as we gaze upon the mystery
of the Cross and are washed clean of our sins by the water and blood flowing from the
Lord’s wounded side. In this great Sacrament, the Divine life given to us in Baptism
is restored to its fullness and we emerge from the confessional like Christ emerged
gloriously alive from the tomb. We are restored and lifted up by His love.
In our parishes throughout the Diocese, the opportunities for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation are plentiful. The good priests of our Diocese stand ready
with an open door to welcome you into the forgiving embrace of God the Father. I
assure you that the confessional light is turned on for you. Whether in the opportunities at your home parish or at one of the deanery communal celebrations of the Sacrament, I ask you to rediscover the power of this Sacrament in your life and experience
again the love of God.
Without a doubt, the experience of God’s love urges each of us to look beyond
our own needs and wants in order to respond to the needs of others. This is as much

a part of our Lenten journey as it is a part of our life’s journey. For many of us, the
sacrifices of love are part of our ordinary way of life: husbands and wives set aside
their selfishness for the good of their spouse; mothers and fathers constantly pour
out their very lives to provide for the spiritual and corporal needs of their children;
many of us care for sick relatives or friends; and, our parishes are filled with shining
examples of gentle and quiet acts of kindness. Yet, we must never tire of doing good;
never tire of sharing love.
Therefore, during this Lent, I invite you to find new ways of giving of your time,
talent, and treasure. The needs in our parishes are great and the needs in our local
communities increase each day. Let us put our
love into action even further, reaching out to
those who warrant special care and attention.
The gifts given to you by the Lord may be the
gifts our world needs today more than ever. Before us every day are presented many concrete
situations which demand concrete acts of charity. I invite you as individuals and as families
to make use of such instruments as Operation
Rice Bowl to set aside funds for the hungry. As
a family, you may consider fasting from a meal
or taking a smaller meal so that the funds you
save could be given to those in need through
Catholic Relief Services or other charitable organizations. The small sacrifices we make have
the potential to bear large consequences for the
good. This is the time to help with community
soup kitchens, to collect clothing for the needy,
to put our hands and hearts into loving action.
I invite you to contact your parish and visit
those who are sick or homebound, or to find
out where the particular needs lie in your area.
The opportunities for charity abound.
As Christians, we are called to proclaim and
to share the love of God with every word and
action of our lives. At times, the calling to love
invites us to challenge others, to correct others, and to teach others. The Church’s gift of
faith and moral direction, of saving truth and
uncompromising integrity, is given to each of
us to live and to share. Ours is the responsibility to bring God’s justice to society, even when
such justice is misunderstood or, even, utterly
rejected.
Blessed John Paul II reminds the Church that
justice and charity, truth and love, are inseparable: “In every sphere of interpersonal relationships, justice must, so to speak, be ‘corrected’
to a considerable extent by that love which, as
Saint Paul proclaims, ‘is patient and kind’ or,
in other words, possess the characteristics of
that merciful love which is so much of the essence of the Gospel and Christianity (Dives in Misericordia, 14).” Love does not permit us to be silent in the face of injustice or sin. Nor does love permit us to be harsh
and unbending. The love we proclaim and are called to share is patient, kind, and
gentle. “It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:7-8).” Do not be afraid of speaking the truth in
love, even when members of our human family do not grasp the power of the truth or
the motive of love. In this way, even when it is difficult, we share with them the love
of God that has been given to us.
For this reason, the community of believers, the Church, will continue to proclaim
what is true and right, motivated by love. This Lent gives us the impetus to proclaim
anew the sanctity of human life from the moment of conception to the natural end.
We announce, out of love, that marriage is given to the human race as a sacred gift
from God which binds together one man and one woman in a unity that reflects the
hidden life of the Blessed Trinity. Without compromise, we stand proud to defend the
unalienable right to religious liberty and we affirm the right for parents to choose the
best way to educate their children. In imitation of Christ, we stand with the immigrant and the stranger, upholding their dignity as our brother or sister. These concerns
are on believers’ hearts and minds because those who believe deeply, love deeply.
Saint Ignatius of Antioch, on his way to martyrdom, encouraged the Christians
of his time to not weary in this calling. He writes, “For the beginning is faith, and
the end is love. Now these two, being inseparably connected together, are of God,
while all other things which are requisite for a holy life follow after them. No man
truly making a profession of faith sins; nor does he that possesses love hate any one.
The tree is made manifest by its fruit (Letter to the Ephesians, XIV).” These words
continue to bear the truth that sets us free today. Although we are separated by almost
two millennia from Saint Ignatius, the sometimes hostile world continues to challenge believers. However, we are not afraid to live the truth, nor to proclaim it boldly
and with charity, because we believe that the end, our destiny, is love.
Please be assured that you are in my daily prayers as we walk together this Lenten
journey. May the Lord, whose love is steadfast and ever-present, hold you and your
loved ones in the embrace of peace and joy. And, may He fill us all with new strength
to receive His love and resolutely share it with others in works of charity.
Sincerely yours in Jesus,
Most Reverend Joseph P. McFadden
Bishop of Harrisburg
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During Lent, Focus on
Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving
The traditional Lenten practices of piety, fasting,
almsgiving and other forms of self-denial are recommended by the Church.
The faithful observance of Lent should manifest
itself especially in the imitation of Christ in daily
life and in the readiness to sacrifice time and talents
whenever possible in personal, parish and community efforts for those in spiritual or material need.
The spiritual hunger of the unchurched locally and
in mission lands can be a focus of prayers and charitable giving.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat for those who are 14 years of
age and older. They are also days of fasting for those
between 18 and 59 years of age. Those bound by the
law of fasting may take one full meal. Two smaller
meals are also permitted according to one’s needs.
Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids,
including milk and fruit juices, are allowed. When
health or ability to work is seriously affected, the
law does not oblige.
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from

Rite of Election
February 17

All are welcome to join Bishop Joseph McFadden in the annual Rite
of Election on Sunday, February 17, 2013, at 4 p.m. The celebration,
which takes place at Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, will formally enroll those catechumens into the Book of the Elect as they
prepare to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Holy Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. During the Rite of Election, the
presence of the Diocesan Church represents the ongoing prayer and
support offered by every member of the faithful on behalf of those to be
newly initiated at Easter.

meat for those 14 years of age and older.
Fridays of the year outside Lent remain days of
penance. The traditional abstinence from meat is
highly recommended, together with fasting, by the
Bishops of the United States, for the cause of peace
in the world (see the Pastoral Letter on War and
Peace, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and
Our Response, May 3, 1983, paragraph 298.) However, some other practice of voluntary self-denial or
personal penance may be substituted.

Solemn Lenten Vespers
February 24 and March 3, 10 and 17

All are invited to celebrate Solemn Lenten Vespers with Bishop Joseph
McFadden on the following Sundays of Lent: February 24, March 3,
10, and 17. Vespers begins at 4 p.m. at Saint Patrick Cathedral in
Harrisburg and will include a homily offered by Bishop McFadden.
In a special way, those who will be received into the Church during the
Easter season and those newly received into the Church this past year
are welcome to greet the Bishop. During the Year of Faith, this celebration brings the special gift of a plenary indulgence for all those who fulfill
the prescriptions required for its reception. (see box below)

Plenary Indulgence for the Year of Faith
Throughout the Year of Faith – established from Oct. 11, 2012, to Nov.
24, 2013 – all individual members of the faithful who are truly repentant,
have duly received the Sacrament of Penance and Holy Communion and
who pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff may receive the Plenary
Indulgence in remission of the temporal punishment for their sins, imparted
through God’s mercy and applicable in suffrage to the souls of the deceased:
• every time they take part in at least three homilies preached or attend at
least three lectures on the Proceedings of the Second Vatican Council and
on the Articles of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, in any church or
suitable place;
• every time they go as pilgrims to a Papal Basilica, a Christian catacomb,
a cathedral church, a sacred place designated by Bishop Joseph P. McFadden for the Year of Faith as listed below, and take part there in some sacred
function or at least pause in recollection for a suitable length of time with
devout meditation, concluding with the recitation of the Our Father, the
Profession of Faith in any legitimate form, invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary or, depending on the case, to the Holy Apostles or Patrons;
• every time when, on the days determined by Bishop McFadden for the
Year of Faith, as listed below, in any sacred place, they take part in a solemn
Eucharistic celebration or in the Liturgy of the Hours, adding the Profession
of Faith in any legitimate form;
• a day freely chosen during the Year of Faith on which to make a devout
visit to the baptistery or other place in which they received the Sacrament
of Baptism, if they renew their baptismal promises in any legitimate form.
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Pilgrim sites in the diocese to which the plenary indulgence for the
Year of Faith may be applied:
• Saint Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
• Sacred Heart Basilica, Conewago
• Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Danville
• Historic Saint Mary’s, Lancaster
• Shrine of the Miraculous Medal at Saint Catherine Laboure, Harrisburg
• Mother Pauline Center, Kulpmont
Remaining days on which the faithful throughout the diocese may
obtain the plenary indulgence for the Year of Faith:
• Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter (February 22, 2013)
• Sundays of Lent 2013
• Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (March 24, 2013)
• Celebration of the Chrism Mass (March 25, 2013)
• Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper (March 28, 2013)
• Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection (March 31, 2013)
• Divine Mercy Sunday (April 7, 2013)
• Annunciation of the BVM (April 8, 2013)
• Pentecost (May 19, 2013)
• Solemnity of the Holy Trinity (May 26, 2013)
• Solemnity of the Body and Blood of the Lord (June 2, 2013)
• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15, 2013)
• Solemnity of All Saints (November 1, 2013)
• Solemnity of Christ the King (November 24, 2013)

Annulment
Presentations Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming
months. These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced
people who wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA
process, and those who have a vested interest because of family or friends.
Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more information, call 717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to
tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.
• March 7 at 7 p.m. – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg (Room 103)
• April 30 at 7 p.m. – St. Joseph, York
• May 6 at 7 p.m. – St. Joseph, Danville
• June 6 at 7 p.m. – St. Patrick, Carlisle
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The Renewal of Religious Life:
Imitating Christ in Perfect Charity
By Father Joshua Brommer, STL
Special to The Witness
In the early Church, Christians sought to imitate Christ
perfectly by offering their lives to His honor in martyrdom. The ready opportunity for such a sacrifice came at
the hands of hateful authorities who demanded a variety
of faith-denying acts from the
Christians, such
as worship
of false gods,
Illuminations
public denial of
on Vatican II
Christ, or other,
often immoral,
Father Joshua R.
activities. The
Brommer, STL
martyrs became
a living sign of
the transforming power of following Christ and imitating Him
radically through the shedding of blood. Not a few of the
accounts of these early Christians place on their lips the last
words of Christ, such as Saint Stephen, recorded in the Acts
of the Apostles saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit (Acts
7:59).” Whether by words or suffering, such implies an
imitation of the death of Christ.
When the constant threat of martyrdom subsided in
ancient times, new ways of “dying” for Christ and radically living out the faith began to develop. We acknowledge
these as part of the rich root system that would blossom
into Consecrated Life in the Church. Men and women
would spend time set apart from the world fasting and praying, battling with the devil at times, in the desert of Egypt.
Theirs was a flight from the world and its allurements, so to
more perfectly imitate the virtues of Christ. Others formed
communities of brothers and sisters, developing into monastic ways of living following a prescribed way of life as
laid out in a community’s “Rule.” Over time, the Holy Spirit would give inspiration to chosen men and women who
would respond to particular needs in the Church, whether
it was the education of women, the care of orphans, or the
teaching of proper doctrine, groups of dedicated Christians
would come together with a common purpose in service of
the Church and the world around them.
On October 28, 1965, the Second Vatican Council issued
its decree on the up-to-date renewal of religious life called
Perfectae Caritatis. As its opening lines indicate, the Council had already spoken of religious life in chapter six of
Lumen Gentium, the dogmatic constitution on the Church.
The Council Fathers speak of the religious “form of life” as
having its own place in the Church, not as a “middle way
between the clerical and lay conditions of life. Rather it
should be seen as a form of life to which some Christians,
both clerical and lay, are called by God so that they may
enjoy a special gift of grace in the life of the Church and
may contribute, each in his own way to the saving mission
of the Church (LG 43).” Described in this way, the Council
ensures the rightful and distinct place of those called to a
vowed life bound to the evangelical counsels of poverty,
chastity, and obedience. The Council beautifully describes
these evangelical counsels as “instruments of love (LG
44).”
While every Christian, as a gift and duty of Baptism, is
called to follow the Gospel demands of poverty, chastity,
and obedience, the religious “desires to derive a still more
abundant fruit from the grace of his baptism (LG 44).” This
is done through the profession of solemn vows which free
the individual from anything that prevents a total life-consecration to perfect charity and worship of God. It is from
this understanding that the first line of Perfectae Caritatis
is derived: “The pursuit of perfect charity by means of
the evangelical counsels traces its origins to the teaching
and the example of the Divine Master, and that it is a very
clear symbol of the heavenly kingdom (PC 1).” This first
line gives the fundamental direction by which the Council
explains consecrated life and invites its renewal: directing
the individual to more perfectly imitate Christ by a radical
following of the Gospel whereby becoming a sign to all
of humanity of its heavenly destiny. (N.B. “radical” here
is used according to its proper sense signifying “rooted,”
from the Latin word radix; not in the sense of an irrational
fanatic as commonly used by many today.) These two aspects are interrelated because, although the man or woman
called to religious life is making a personal decision to live
the Gospel in an intense and deliberate way, no individual
decision in the Church ever isolates itself from corporate
impact. In terms of religious life, a personal decision to
totally consecrate oneself for God points to the destiny of
each human being and reveals that heaven can begin here
on earth, however incomplete, when we respond wholeheartedly to the call to holiness. In this way, the man or
woman called to consecrated life has received the profound
calling to reveal to every other member of the Church what
it truly means to be a disciple of the Lord.

Some commentators on Perfectae Caritatis note a shift in the Church’s emphasis regarding religious life from the personal call
to holiness to the impact of religious
life for the whole Church. On the
one hand, this is a true statement
since the total emphasis of the Council was upon the Church, as the Body of
Christ and the pilgrim People of God. The
emphasis is not
without cause.
Christian life
reaches beyond
the individual
as Saint Paul
tells the Romans, “None
of us lives for
oneself, and
no one dies for
oneself (14:7).”
Religious life,
therefore, in part
rooted in the
drive to imitate
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Christ in marA statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the grounds of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Jotyrdom, has tra- seph in Elysburg. The Discalced Carmelite nuns who live here are one of three contemplative
ditionally been communities in the Diocese of Harrisburg dedicated to a life of prayer.
seen as a kind
of second baptism whereby the individual dies again to the
traditions” that “constitute the patrimony of an institute;”
world, perhaps in repentance for serious sins, in order to be- (3) being true to the manner of life they are called to live as
gin a new life in Christ. This dying and rising, patterned on
part of the Church; (4) finding ways to better serve humanthe Lord’s own death and resurrection, is for the Lord and
ity through a deeper understanding of what is truly human;
for the Church. A person’s decision to enter into religious
and, (5) placing at the center of all things, even any active
life necessarily includes the context of a relationship with
service, the spiritual renewal grounded upon the evangelical
Christ and with the Church. Failure to see that consecrated
counsels (cf. PC 2).
life is more than the pursuit of personal fulfillment is
Renewal finds its inspiration in Christ and in the vision
ultimately a failure to see the radical call of the Gospel is to imparted by the founders of each religious community. The
live completely for Christ and His Church.
first part ensures the consistent integration within the life
Yet, what is to be the gift given to someone who desires
and mind of Church. The second part allows for the diverto enter this religious way of life? Throughout Perfectae
sity of charisms and gifts from which each community’s
Caritatis the answer is repeated: the beauty of holiness. A
unique identity is derived. At the same time, the Council
life of perfect imitation of Christ brings about the transFathers are not silent on the interaction with the presentformation of the person so that every dimension of their
day, which would prove more elusive and challenging at
personality and life reflects Christ. The decree speaks of re- times.
ligious institutes entirely ordered to contemplation, such as
Nevertheless, the clear signs of religious life continue
cloistered nuns and monks, as “an ornament to the Church
to be the visible pursuit of perfect love through vows of
and a fount of heavenly graces (PC 7).” The gift received
chastity, poverty, and obedience. Chastity is beautifully
for total sacrifice is the gift of sanctity. In the context of the described as “a most effective means of dedicating themGospel, in the context of the Christian life, there is nothselves wholeheartedly to the divine service and the works
ing greater. Yet, to the world and to those who do not have
of the apostolate” because “it uniquely frees the heart of
faith, this way of life confounds and, at times, even causes
man, so that he becomes more fervent in love for God and
discomfort. Fortunately, even this discomfort is part of the
for all men (PC 12).” The total consecration of one’s life
gift of religious life to humanity.
includes controlling the impulses of the body as well as of
The tension between the world and the Church, between
the mind through the practice of “mortification and custody
living totally for Christ yet living in the midst of the world,
of the senses (PC 12).” Already aware of contemporary
plays itself out not only in the decree on the renewal of
disputes against chastity rising from the sexual revolution,
religious life but throughout the whole body of the Counthe Council decrees, “[Religious] should not be influenced
cil’s documents. One of the great confusions following the
by the false doctrines which allege that perfect continence
Council is the presumption that Vatican II broke down any
is impossible or inimical to human development and, by
distinction between the world and the Church. In his 1985
a kind of spiritual instinct, they should reject whatever
interview recorded in The Ratzinger Report, Joseph Carendangers chastity (PC 12).” Since chastity is a power over
dinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), articulates the
the inclinations of human nature, governing one’s senses
crux of this problem, “Vatican II was right in its desire for a and impulses is not a sign of repression but self-control and
revision of the relations between the Church and the world.
maturity.
There are in fact, values, which, even though they originatRegarding poverty, religious are called to find new expressions of poverty in better imitation of Christ. This is to be not
ed outside the Church, can find their place – provided they
only a personal endeavor, but also collective for those who
are clarified and corrected – in her perspective. This task
live in community. Like poverty and chastity, the imitation
has been accomplished in these years. But whoever thinks
that these two realities can meet each other without conflict of Christ must also include obedience. The decree states, “By
their profession of obedience, religious offer full dedication of
or even be identical would betray that he understands
their own wills as a sacrifice of themselves to God, and by this
neither the Church nor the world.” Cardinal Ratzinger goes
means they are united more permanently and securely with
on to explain that this is not proposing the return to an old
spirit of opposition of the world stating, “It is not Christians God’s saving will (PC 13).” In each of these, like a mantra repeated throughout the entire decree, we read the words, “after
who oppose the world, but rather the world which opposes
the example of Christ.”
itself to them when the truth about God, about Christ and
These words explain the very heart of religious life: men
about man is proclaimed.” While every Christian deals
and women who freely consecrate themselves entirely to God
with this tension, those in consecrated life encounter it to a
in pursuit of imitating Christ perfectly. While the daily risk of
greater degree.
martyrdom may not prevail in our time and place, as it did in
Thus, in proposing the renewal of religious life, the
the past (and does still in some countries today), the pursuit
Council documents do not propose casting off the very
of imitating Christ perfectly, of dying to oneself and rising to
marks of their Christian consecration that make them
new life in Christ as found in consecrated life constitutes a
distinct signs in the midst of the world. Pope John Paul
true martyrdom without blood. For, today, more than ever, the
II popularized the phrase, “signs of contradiction,” while
witness of religious women and men faithfully living out their
Pope Benedict XVI speaks of a “spirit of nonconformvows continues to be a sign of witness, a sign of contradicism.” Thus, it should come as no surprise that in the
tion, and a sign of hope to all Christians and to every man
decree on its renewal, religious life is called to hold true
and woman on earth who seeks to discover the divine life that
to the fundamentals, “a constant return to the sources of
death cannot take away.
the whole of Christian life and to the primitive inspiration
(Father Brommer is the Administrative Assistant to the
of the institutes (PC 2).” That is, renewal consists of (1)
Bishop and Liturgy Coordinator for the Diocese of Harfollowing Christ and His Gospel as “the supreme rule;”
risburg. During this Year of Faith, he is contributing to The
(2) examining anew the spirit and aims of the founders of
Catholic Witness a series of articles on the Second Vatican
the various communities, faithfully holding on to “sound
Council as the Church observes its 50th anniversary.)
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Cloistered Communities: Devoted to Prayer
for the Salvation of the World
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Sister Angela Pikus, a Discalced Carmelite Nun,
remembers the exact moment when she first entertained the thought of a life dedicated to prayer.
She was six years old, walking home with her
family from Mass at a Byzantine Catholic Church in
their hometown of Johnstown, Pa.
Her aunt was talking about the busy schedule of a
priest, wondering aloud how he found time to pray.
And just then, the child was taken by the idea of
living a life of prayer.
“I was inspired. I said, ‘I’d like to do that.’ I remember it so clearly, even the spot in the road where
we were when I said it,” Sister Angela recalls.
Her discernment had taken root by the time she
completed high school. She visited several religious
communities, and soon found herself drawn to the
Discalced Carmelites. She entered Carmel in Wheeling, West Va., in 1959 at the age of 21.
Sister Angela, now 75, is the prioress of the Discalced Carmelite community that lives at Maria Hall
in Danville. Another community of Discalced Carmelites is established at the Carmel of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph in Elysburg. The third contemplative
community of nuns in the Diocese of Harrisburg is
the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary in Lancaster.
Contemplative life focuses on communion with
God through prayer and self denial. The religious
sisters devote their days to prayer, contemplation
and solitude for the salvation of the world. They
live a strictly cloistered life, set apart from the
world in order to dedicate themselves to God.
“For the contemplative vocation in particular, withdrawal from the world goes back
to the desert fathers and mothers who
retreated to be alone with God,” noted
Sister Mary Albert, prioress of the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary. “Withdrawal is very important
in that it keeps outside influence to
a minimum.”
The Dominican Nuns of the
A striking statue of “The Little
Flower,” St. Thérèse of Lisieux,
graces the Carmel of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph in Elysburg.
She entered the cloistered
Carmelite community in 1888,
at the age of 15.
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Sister Angela Pikus, prioress of the Discalced Carmelite community in Danville, prays in the chapel at Maria
Hall. She says she was six years old when she first thought of dedicating her life to prayer.

Perpetual Rosary were founded by Dominican Father Damien Marie Saintourens in
Calais, France, in 1880, and are an offshoot of the Dominican Nuns founded
by St. Dominic in 1206.
As their name indicates, they are
committed to perpetual recitation of
the rosary. At the Monastery
of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary on Lititz Pike in Lancaster, they devote their
lives to prayer from the
moment they rise at 5:25
a.m. until they retire after
night prayer. A schedule of
Mass, prayers, meditation,
the Liturgy of the Hours
and recitation of the rosary fills their days. There
are prescribed times for
meals, light duties and
recreation, with the sisters’ hearts and minds always turned to God.

When Sister Michael Marie entered the community 70 years ago, it was located in Enola. She was
just 16 years old when she first walked into the chapel there.
“I entered a pew and knelt down, and I heard the
voice as clear as could be: “This is where I want
you,” Sister Michael Marie recalls.
Sister Veronica and Sister Maria Joseph were
also teens when they entered the community, which
moved to its current monastery in 1952.
Sister Veronica had always had an interest in the
cloistered life. When she told her brother, Msgr.
Mercurio Fregapane, about her desire to become
a cloistered nun, the priest, who was stationed in
Lancaster at the time, told her about the Dominican
Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary, “and that took care of
my search,” Sister Veronica said with a laugh.
From the moment she entered, she felt at home;
her family had great devotion to the rosary.
For some cloistered nuns, telling the family – especially Dad – about the decision to enter a monastery wasn’t always easy.
Sister Maria Joseph, a Dominican Nun of the PerMore COMMUNITIES, page 8

Members of the Discalced Carmelite community in Danville gather to pray in the choir loft of the chapel at Maria Hall. Though they live at Maria Hall with two other
religious communities, the Discalced Carmelites have their own quarters and maintain their life of prayer.
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“Even when I was as young
as 16, I wanted to be a
therapist and work to help
people. Then I realized
how I could help the whole
world through the power
of prayer.”
~ Sister Maria Joseph,
a Dominican Nun of the
Perpetual Rosary

Sister Mary Albert, prioress of the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary, entered
the community at age 24 in 1977, from her hometown of Hershey.

Communities
learned that he was really
proud. But his was a great sacrifice,” she said.
petual Rosary, surmised that her family had suspectThe sacrifice is not without its rewards though. It
ed she would become a religious sister, but her call is compensated by great spiritual joy, the sisters say.
to be a cloistered nun took them by surprise.
“We don’t see the sacrifice as much as the relationShe was 16 when she handed her mother a bro- ship that comes from it,” said Mother Stella Marie
chure about the community and said she wanted to of Jesus, prioress of the Discalced Carmelite Nuns
enter the following year. Her mom’s response was, in Elysburg.
“Did you tell your father?”
“A vocation to the religious life and to the clois“I knew my father would fall apart if I told him,” tered life is a call to embrace a deeper and more intiSister Maria Joseph said. “It was difficult for him, mate relationship with Our Lord,” she said. “So this
but the family was supportive. I came from a family isn’t simply that we’re locking ourselves away in the
of nine brothers and two sisters – I just gained more monastery. What is really at the core of it is that we
sisters when I came here.”
are here for one reason, and that is to love Our Lord
and serve him as best we can. That’s what makes it
eligious life involves sacrifice. Those who en- all worthwhile.”
ter the monastery live their lives apart from
The Discalced Carmelites trace their roots to St.
the world. Family visits, though permitted, are lim- Theresa of Avila. The community in Elysburg origiited to a few times a year and take place in a visi- nally came from Pueblo and Guadalajara, Mexico,
tation room with a metal grille (in the case of the then to San Francisco, Las Vegas and Lincoln, Neb.
Carmelites in Elysburg) or a half wall (in the case Following a surge of vocations in Nebraska, the
of the Dominican Nuns) separating the sisters from community moved in 2009 to the monastery in Elysburg previously home to the Carmelites who now
their visitors.
“For me to leave my family and enter Carmel, reside in Danville.
Life at the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph is
that’s what I was called to do, and so I was energized to go,” said Discalced Carmelite Sister Angela engineered to point the sisters to God. The mornPikus. “But my family sacrificed. My father didn’t ing bell rings at 4:30 a.m., and the day’s schedule
want me to go. The morning I left, at age 21, I kissed includes times of silent prayer, the Divine Office,
him goodbye and never saw him again because he Mass, recitation of the rosary and time before the
was getting older and was unable to travel to visit Blessed Sacrament. The sisters eat their main meal
in silence, while listening to recordings of a spiritual
me.
“I phoned him on the day of my profession, and I nature.
They also have times of work – making clothes,
baking bread or tending to the garden – and recreation – sewing, artwork or storytelling.
Sister Therese of Merciful Love pointed out the
significance of recreation.
“The main occupation is to give joy to the others. Our Holy Mother, St. Theresa of Avila, said that
she would rather the sisters didn’t play games, but
that God would give the graces for one to amuse the
others,” she said. “Holy Mother placed great importance on recreation, for the fact that we live such a
life of silence that we need moments of expansion.”
Here too, separation from the world shields the
sisters from any distractions that might impede their
spirit of prayer.
Sister Therese of Merciful Love says she recognizes that people might find it difficult to understand
how the sisters could enclose themselves
in a monastery. She offers this analogy once given by their chaplain in
Nebraska: “Consider us to be the
heart. The heart has to stay inside the body in order to do
its job.”
“Yes, we sacrifice. But
true love can only be
built on sacrifice,” she
Sister Rose Mary, a Dominican Nun of the Perpetual Rosary, entered the community remarked. “If we don’t
Continued from 7
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in 1952 at the age of 26.

sacrifice, then we can’t love. The beautiful part
about our vocation is that, because we are called to
make sacrifices, the love is greater and so the joy is
greater.”
There are 11 women in Carmel in Elysburg – seven professed sisters and four novices. A majority of
them are in their 20s and hail from as far away as
Canada and Australia.
This summer, the community hopes to welcome
several new postulants, including 25-year-old Channing Dale, a native of Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in Lancaster.
Channing has been discerning her vocation since
2009. She first learned about the Carmelites in Elysburg while attending the Latin Mass in Lancaster.
She began to read more about St. Theresa of Avila,
who is also her patron saint, and then made her first
visit with the sisters in October 2009.
“Their charity has been reflected in their patience
with me,” Channing said. “I’ve spent so many years
trying to make up my mind on whether or not to enter. There were times when I came here once a month
for Mass and to talk to Mother or Sister Therese.
When I stayed on weekends, they took care of me on
the grounds. That was a beautiful reflection of their
charity and their allowing me to take my time in deciding whether to enter the community.”
Channing applied to the community this past August and was accepted. She plans to enter as a postulant in July. Formation involves six months to a
year of postulancy, followed by a year of novitiate,
and then three years of temporary profession before
solemn profession.
Channing, the youngest of three children, has
found great support from her family. They have visited the sisters several times at the monastery, and
Channing feels this will help her family prepare for
the day when she enters the community.
“Some people feel you give up so many freedoms
when you enter Carmel, and yes, you do give up a
measure of personal freedom,” Channing said. “But
I’ve come to learn through Theresa of Avila’s writings that entering Carmel and giving yourself to God
is the greatest freedom of all.”

D

iscalced Carmelite Sister Anne Mika says that
in times of silence, you see the work of the
Holy Spirit in your life.
Sitting in a visiting room in the Carmelites’ wing
of Maria Hall in Danville, the 89-year-old beams
when she recalls the moment the Holy Spirit came
over her when she was 29.
“I was a young woman, thinking about my life. I
prayed, ‘Good St. Anne, send me a man as fast as
you can.’ And he came! It was the Holy Spirit. He
hit me over the head, grabbed me and said, ‘You’re
going to be a Carmelite nun.’”
Up until that moment, she’d known nothing about
the life of a Carmelite. She had known of St. Theresa
of Avila through parish novenas and processions
More COMMUNITIES, page 9
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honoring the saint.
Fifty-nine years later,
Sister Anne continues to
expand her prayer life.
“When I go to prayer,
I listen in silence and I
let the Lord teach me
how to live, how to love,
and how to please him
at every moment,” she
said.
Maria Hall, which
overlooks the Basilica
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Danville, is
home to three religious
communities: the Sisters
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Dominican Sisters,
and the Discalced Carmelites, who lived at the
monastery in Elysburg
from 1961-2008.
With their own living
quarters in Maria Hall,
the Carmelites maintain
their schedule of prayer,
spiritual reading, work
and community life.
Like the other two
contemplative communities in the diocese,
they accept prayer requests that are sent
by mail, phoned in or
brought to their door.
They tell those seeking
prayers that they will
pray with them and for
them.
“People have an understanding of the power of prayer,” said Sister
Joan Lundy. “They’re
finding that it does satisfy the hunger they have Channing Dale has been discerning her vocation since 2009. Last fall, Channing, a native of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary ParMore COMMUNITIES,
page 10

ish in Lancaster, was accepted into the Discalced Carmelite community in Elysburg, and plans to enter as a postulant this summer. This
Carmelite community remains hidden from the world, and photographs showing the sisters’ faces are not permitted.

During the Christmas season, Channing Dale, who plans to enter the Discalced Carmelite community in Elysburg this summer, kneels in prayer in the chapel at the
Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
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The Discalced Carmelites in Danville come from a wide range of backgrounds, including Italian, Polish, Irish and French. Sister Regina Park is of Korean descent.

Communities
Continued from 9

for God. Even though it’s a secular society, people still know that they need
a higher power to help them. They’re
starting to understand that prayer isn’t
about reciting words, but rather a relationship with God.”
The ten Carmelites in this community are living examples of the universality of the Church. They come from
various ethnic backgrounds – Irish,
Polish, Lithuanian, Dutch, Korean,
Italian, French, Welsh, English and
Ruthenian.
They share the chapel and the main
dining area with the Sisters of Sts.
Cyril and Methodius and the Dominican Sisters in this house of prayer.
“There are grace-filled moments
here, living with 50 other sisters,” said
Sister Anne. “Being here, I’ve learned
a lot about the work of the sisters and
what they have given to the Lord.”
Sister Joan entered the community
in 1961, at the age of 31 and three
years after she joined the Catholic
Church. Originally from Reno, Nev.,

she was living with a Catholic family
in Canonsburg, Pa., when she entered
the Church and soon discerned a religious vocation.
“What drew me to this particular
community were the people in it and
the life they were living,” she said. “As
a Protestant, I had wanted to be a missionary, and even applied and was accepted to teach nursery school in Asia.
But I chose the contemplative life because I felt I could reach more people
with the universality of prayer.”
Prayer sustained Sister Joan as she
left her family in Reno to enter Carmel, and through the community’s
transition from Elysburg to Danville.
“Prayer is a time when you process
all that is going on in your life. You
turn everything over to God,” she said.
The community’s decision to move
from the monastery in Elysburg to
Maria Hall in 2008 followed years of
prayer and discernment, noted Sister
Angela Pikus, prioress.
“When you discern with prayer and
come to a decision, you know that it
is God’s will,” she said. “The adjustment moving here, trying to grasp
silence and solitude in a house with
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three communities, trying to maintain
a spiritual prayer life with diminishing
strength – all those things are part of
God’s providence in our lives, and his
grace is here.”
Though their lives are lived mostly
unseen by the rest of the world, the
prayers of the contemplative nuns
in Lancaster, Elysburg and Danville
reach far and wide.
Their days are filled with prayer, silence and solitude, and yet they radiate
a Christian joy that is almost tangible.
“I left home when I was 19 and entered an active order of sisters, but this
desire for more prayer and contemplation grew in my heart, so I entered
Carmel,” said Mother Stella Marie of
Jesus, from behind the grille in the
Elysburg monastery. “I’ve been happy

Discalced
Carmelite
Sister Margaret Kob
prays in the
chapel at
Maria Hall in
Danville.

ever since. I’ve really found my home,
and I’m very delighted with my vocation.”
Sister Faustina, a Dominican Nun of
the Perpetual Rosary, finds joy in offering prayers for those in need.
“People say they are so thankful that
we’re here, because without us, they
say they wouldn’t know how to get
through their problems. It just touches
your heart to know how much they appreciate us,” she said.
“Where God is present, you’ll find
joy and peace,” said Sister Angela, the
prioress in Danville. “It’s a possession
of a good, but that good is not for us,
it’s meant to be spread. We’re not to
become holy just for ourselves, but for
the world.”

Contemplative Communities of Nuns in the Diocese of Harrisburg
Dominican Nuns of the
Perpetual Rosary in Lancaster
1834 Lititz Pike,
Lancaster PA 17601
717-569-2104
www.opnunslancaster.org
Sister Mary Albert, Prioress

Stained-glass
window of the
Immaculate
Heart of Mary
at the
monastery that
is home to the
Dominican
Nuns of the
Perpetual
Rosary in
Lancaster.

Discalced Carmelite
Nuns in Elysburg
430 Monastery Road,
Elysburg PA 17824
570-672-2122
Mother Stella Marie
of Jesus, Prioress
Discalced Carmelite
Nuns in Danville
1 Maria Hall Drive,
Danville PA 17821
570-275-4682
Sister Angela Pikus, Prioress
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Family Life
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
The U.S. Catholic Bishops recently stated, “Marriage, understood as the union of one man and one woman, is not an historical relic, but a vital and foundational institution of civil society
today,” and “No other institution joins together persons with the
natural ability to have children, to assure that those children are
properly cared
for. No other
institution enFather Paul
sures that chilCB Schenck
dren will at
least have the
LIFEGIFT
opportunity of
being raised by
their mother and father together.”
They said this, not in a catechetical
publication, but in a legal brief submitted to the United States Supreme
Court! Furthermore, they warn, “Societal ills that flow from the dissolution of marriage and family
would not be addressed—indeed, they would only be aggravated—were the government to fail to reinforce the union of
one man and one woman with the unique encouragement and
supThe family as it has been known throughout human history,
as a man joined with a woman, open to children, is in trouble.
The number of couples living together without marriage and
temporarily, the percentage of marriages ended by divorce and
those rejecting children is steadily rising. The Bishops have
said, “We are troubled by the fact that far too many people do
not understand what it means to say that marriage—both as
a natural institution and a Christian sacrament—is a blessing
and gift from God.” And that “We are alarmed that a couple’s
responsibility to serve life by being open to children is being
denied and abandoned more frequently today.” They “note a
disturbing trend today to view marriage as a mostly private matter, an individualistic project not related to the common good
but oriented mostly to achieving personal satisfaction.”
The suffering that ensues includes poverty-stricken, one-parent households, psychological and emotional disturbances rooted in feelings of abandonment and alienation, substance abuse,
sexual promiscuity and a tendency to criminal behaviors. These
are proven to result from a culture that has widely rejected the
ideal of the life-long, monogamous union of a man and woman
open to children; in a phrase, the natural family.
The Catholic Church has a deep, broad and rich tradition of
catechesis on the family. She has the example of the married
saints to both inspire and demonstrate faithful family life. And,
above all, she has the exemplar of the Holy Family to emulate.
Christians see in these models the ideal of love, commitment,
fidelity and generosity that should define the loving union of
a man and woman who freely choose one another for life and
together bring forth, or adopt, the new life God gives them as
the superlative gift.
As we work to turn our society away from a culture of death
– which disposes of lives perceived to be unfulfilling, inconvenient or counterproductive – we must turn our hearts and efforts
towards this family. The Church vigorously advocates for the
status and rights of the natural family because, as Blessed John
Paul II so vividly declared, “The future of the world and of the
Church passes through the family.” Catholics especially must
work together to foster a family friendly and supportive society
which guides young people into the joyous realization of the
love of husbands and wives, their openness to children, the celebration of the Sacraments within the family and the prayerful
dedication of young men to the discernment and reception of
Holy Orders. Such dedication is essential to all pro-life work.
We need to pray, work and sacrifice on behalf of the family.
Later this year, I plan to bring members of my family on a
holy pilgrimage to the shrines of Fatima, Lourdes and Sagrada
Familia. At Fatima, the Blessed Mother proposed the spiritual
remedies for the ills that now plague families. At Lourdes, she
nurtured the virtues of faith, hope and love which are essential
to family life. The beautiful Shrine of the Sagrada Familia in
Spain is perhaps the most beautiful temple to the Holy Family
in the whole world. My hope is that our pilgrimage will inspire
and guide us in our work on behalf of the family and of life. To
join us on our holy journey, please email me at frpschenck@
hbgdiocese.org.
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect
Life Activities and chairman of the National Pro-Life Action
Center in Washington, D.C.)

Relevant
to Experience
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, a student asked me for assistance in configuring a word document according to the MLA style sheet that she needed for a college entrance
registration. As I sat down and asked her a few questions trying to find
out what her specific need was, she asked me a
rather peculiar question, “Why do you think you
Musings
can help me? No offense, or anything.” “Why do
Of A Catholic
you ask?” I responded. “Well, this computer stuff
is ‘modern’ and, ah, Sister, take no offense, nuns
Educator
aren’t modern.” Somewhat confrontational, I
Sister Geralyn
barked back, “What are you saying? Look at my
Schmidt, SCC
face! I’m NOT a hundred years old! I do know
something about using a computer and assisting
you in what you need. If I didn’t, why would I be hired to do that? Do
you want to look at my resume?” “Good point, Sister. Then, can you
help me?” she replied sheepishly.
This brought home to me the fact that society often painfully paints an image of what
a Sister is all about and that computers and other technology are not a part of the image.
This student had apparently imbibed the message that society created. I was reminded
of this recently when I came across the following quote: “… much that men and women
know and think about life is conditioned by the media; to a considerable extent, human experience itself is an experience of media.” (Pastoral Instruction Aetatis Novae, a
document written by the Pontifical Council for Communication; February 22, 1992, no.
2) What was true in 1992 is even truer today since media has become one of the ways
we communicate and share ideas.
Eugene Gan in Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in the Media (Emmaus Road,
2010) puts it this way:
Over the past century, the literate age has rapidly given way to the media
age. This age integrates [the oral age as well as the age of the written word].
Through media, sensorial experiences have again come to play a major role in
how we acquire knowledge. We still learn through reading, but we also learn
through watching, listening to, and interacting with media. … But as media has
become an increasingly important part of our culture, people have to come to
expect and depend upon more than the printed word to aid them in the learning
process.
(pg. 120)
In Instrumentum Laboris (2012) we read: “[The Church] is facing social and cultural
changes that are profoundly affecting a person’s perception of self and the world, and
consequently, a person’s way of believing in God.” (6)
Over again and again, one can find quote upon quote from the writings of the representatives of the Church that illustrate the need for evangelization to flame into fire the
passionate call to holiness of all humanity in the language of today’s society.
During this Year of Faith which began in October 2012 and ends in November, 2013,
the Church calls for a “new” evangelization of society. This “new” evangelization must
begin at the place where we personally experience an encounter with Jesus Christ. This
personal meeting cuts to the core of our soul as we begin to understand not only with
our minds but also with our hearts that Christ’s love for each of us is beyond our wildest dreams; he died for us in order for our relationship with God to be mended. This is
the foundation for an individual to proclaim by words and deeds in order to live out the
virtue of hope.
In Hebrews 6 we read, “Hope is the confident expectation of good things to come.” In
short, this virtue offers us a new way of existence, a new way of communication which
leads to a unique sense of courage and perseverance. Hope is the foundational experience and belief that God is in charge no matter what happens. Lived hope expresses itself
tangibly as joy and this can be seen and experienced by others.
Joy, as defined by Wikipedia is: the emotion of great delight or happiness caused by
something exceptionally good or satisfying; keen pleasure or elation. But, this is not the
joy in which I write about. The joy that comes from hope is constant and comes deep
within the individual. It comes from a relationship with God. One can have the same joy
in a terrible circumstance that they would have when all is well, the same attitude of being on the mountain top when they are in the valley. Jesus spoke about it in John 15:11
when he said, “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may remain in you, and
that your joy may be full.” The joy of Jesus comes from his direct relationship with the
Father; a relationship of love, of union.
We are called into this relationship during our baptism and deepen it through the sacraments and our personal and communal prayer along with scripture study. In order for all
of this to be relevant in today’s world, our personal religious practices must and should
flavor our conversations and influence our actions. This attitude takes what we believe
and puts flesh and bone to it. Such an attitude is indeed significant and related to today’s
world because it is directly counter-cultural to the way society expresses itself. In a hopeless and joyless world that is fixated on instant gratification and “Me! Me! Me!” modern
day evangelizers should use facebook, tweets, texts, IMs, produce video and audio files,
blogs and communicate with their hearts and minds in heaven and their feet and fingers
in this world attached to technology!
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator
at the Diocese of Harrisburg and a member of the IT Department. An educator for 28
years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner.
In addition, Sister blogs for Powerful Learning Practices, a company providing inservice opportunities for educators. Through her presentations, she challenges her
audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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Affirming Life
The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate Heart of
Mary: Jerome Hanson.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Nancy Petty, Patricia “Criqui”
Smith.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Lucille
H. Peabody, Mary M. Ringes.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Mabel
Acri.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Joel Miller,
Jean Oyler, Lisa Setta.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Clifford Miller.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Ernest
E. Bolton.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Ann Nance.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: David
Bowers, Laverne Busbey, Sr., Patricia
Hagerman.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine Labouré:
Mary Danna, Jantoni Johnson, Agnes
Kodosky; St. Francis of Assisi: George
Washington.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels: Sandra
Popson, Walter Verbitski.
LANCASTER – St. Anne: Samuel
Messina.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM: William Allwein, Rose Arnold, Marguerite
Aurentz, David Johnson, Robert Kless,
Kathryn Schreiber.
LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Rose Chamberlain.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: Joane L.
Hilterbrick, Stewart N. Long.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Eva R. Kraber, Kathleen Parr,
Donald Shultz.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton: Edward Ehmry, W. Dale Mortiz,
Richard Sandherr.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM:
Anna Marie Bullard, Vito Matz.
MILLERSBURG – Queen of Peace:
Anna Woodside.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Joan M. Todisco.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Ruth Beauduy, Betty Stanley, Jean Tamanini, Elmer Weir.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist:
William G. Brannock, Jr., Mary Joe
Kulaga, Daniel Mattes, George D.
Weinhold.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the Great:
Adelia L. Peretti.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Charles
Kreamer.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Marie
Beck, Sophia Griffith.

Sister Marie Albert taught in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and at Lancaster
Catholic High School from 1961-1966. In
1966, she was assigned to Immaculata University, where she was an associate professor in Foods/Fashion/Nutrition department.
After being given the status of Professor
Emeritus in 2003, she gave service in the
Alumni Relations Office.
The funeral Mass was celebrated in Camilla Hall, Immaculata, Pa., on Jan. 25.
Burial was in the Immaculata Cemetery.

Sister Mary Kelly

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary
Kelly, formerly Sister Maria Veritas, died
in Camilla Hall in Immaculata, Pa., Jan. 19.
She was 84.
Born in Strafford, Pa., she entered the
Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1946. She
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Immaculata University and a Master of Arts
degree from Fordham University.
Sister Mary taught at elementary and
secondary schools in the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and in the dioceses of Harrisburg and Metuchen, N.J. In the Diocese of
Harrisburg, she taught French at Our Lady
of Lourdes High School in Coal Township
from 1966-1972. While serving in the diocese, she was elected the first president of
the newly-formed Sisters Advisory Council. From 1981-2000, she was principal of
Villa Maria Academy High School in Malvern, Pa. In 2001, she was assigned to Camilla Hall where she served in the Business
Office.
Sister Mary is survived by two sisters,
Sister Joan Dolores, I.H.M., and Sister
Margaret John Kelly, D.C.
The funeral Mass was celebrated at Camilla Hall on Jan. 23. Burial was in the Immaculata Cemetery.

Sister Ann Louise Allwein

Adorers of the Blood of Christ Sister Ann
Louise Allwein died at St. Anne’s Home in
Columbia on Jan. 26. She was 89.
A native of Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon, she entered the Congregation of the Adorers of
the Blood of Christ in 1944. She served as
sacristan at the Motherhouse before being
missioned to Raleigh, N.C. From 19551965, she taught at schools in Illinois,
Pennsylvania, Georgia and Ohio. In Ohio,
she earned a degree from Youngstown
State University. She was appointed Provincial Secretary in 1965, and began that
ministry in Columbia in 1966.
Sister Ann Louise served as Provincial Secretary from 1966-1983, and then
as Provincial from 1983-1989. She also
served as Spiritual Director at the Precious
Blood Spiritual Center and as a Pastoral
Minister at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia.
She was preceded in death by her parents, six brothers and a sister, St. Joseph Sister Mary Esdras. She is survived by two sisters and a brother.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Feb.
1 at St. Anne’s in Columbia. Burial was in
the convent cemetery.

TREVORTON – St. Patrick: Bernard T.
Schwartz, Daisy M. Yost.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM:
Hernando Delgado, Bill Hinton, Herohilda
Tirado; St. Joseph: Bernadette Gutt; St.
Patrick: Barry Bupp.

Sister Marie
Albert Kunberger

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Marie
Albert Kunberger died in Paoli Memorial
Hospital Jan. 20 at the age of 82.
Born Elizabeth Kunberger in Philadelphia, she entered the Congregation of the
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary in 1953. She earned a Bachelor of
Science degree from Immaculata University and a Master of Science in home economics from Drexel University.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in February during the past
25 years:
Msgr. William Bridy, 1989
Father John Tormey, 1990
Msgr. Walter Shaull, 1992
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Joseph Celia, 2005
Deacon Matthew Culley, 2005
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Father Robert Strome, 2007
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011.

By Christopher Meehan
Special to The Witness
On Jan. 25, I had the opportunity to attend the annual March for Life in Washington,
D.C. The bus trip was coordinated by my parish, and I was grateful for the opportunity to
participate in this important event – along with more than 500,000 other individuals who
walked in solidarity past the Supreme Court to show their opposition to 40 years of legalized abortion in America.
This was my first time attending the March for Life. There
were numerous things that stood
Providing Help,
out for me that day, but the most
memorable moment came when
Creating Hope
we walked past a small group of
people who had personal expeChristopher Meehan
rience dealing with the pain of
abortion. This group included
women holding signs indicating that they “regretted their abortion” and men with signs mentioning their sorrow about their lost
opportunities to be a father. One of the people in our group later
commented that she was moved by the courage that these individuals had to publicly share this emotional pain with everyone.
The March for Life quickly reminded me about my work at
Catholic Charities. Our mission specifically mentions that the agency “fosters the ideals
of Christ by promoting and advocating respect for the sanctity of human life.”
The belief is clearly visible throughout each of the Catholic Charities programs, but the
services provided at Lourdeshouse Maternity Home may be the most obvious example.
For more than 40 years, Lourdeshouse has provided quality care to pregnant women who
have nowhere else to turn. The residents at Lourdeshouse are provided with childbirth
and parenting classes, case management, and transportation. In addition, case managers assist residents in obtaining employment, housing, education, and counseling. Pantry
items such as food, diapers, clothing and other essentials are also provided to residents
and other women in the community who have a child 12 months of age or younger.
I think it is safe to assume that were it not for the good work of the staff and volunteers
at Lourdeshouse, many of the women who have benefitted from the program would have
made a regrettable decision about their pregnancy. Faced with a difficult situation of
being pregnant with little or no support, these mothers and their babies are provided by
Lourdeshouse with the resources and skills they need to succeed and to survive.
One of the residents at Lourdeshouse said it best. When she first came to the program,
she was scared. “I was supposed to be in college, not pregnant and without a job,” she
said. Today she is a changed person and a mother of a beautiful son. “It (being a mom)
has given me a bigger purpose,” this mother said. “It makes me want to be the best person
in the world for him.”
While at Lourdeshouse, this mother also began her studies to become a healthcare professional and later found a job. “I am going to be OK,” she said. “I’ll be able to succeed
when I leave here.”
The courage this mother had when facing her difficult decision, along with the courage
I saw at the March for Life, reminded me again of what it is that we do at Catholic Charities. Simply stated, we “provide help and create hope” to those in need.
We need your help to continue this important work. Our agency provides services regardless of age, race, religion, or ability to pay. To continue our mission, we rely heavily
on the generosity of those who financially support us. I gratefully ask that you join us in
that support.
For more information about Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, please
visit our website, www.cchbg.org. May God bless you and your families.
(Christopher Meehan is the Director of Development for Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Harrisburg.)

February 17: The Year of Faith and the season of Lent, how do they work
together? This week on Catholic Perspective we explore that topic by speaking with Jim Gontis, Director of Religious Education for the Diocese of Harrisburg. Listeners will hear about each of these topics, what they mean and
signify and offer advice on how we can all take advantage of these spiritual
offerings of the Church.
Then, Father William Weary offers a teaching moment regarding Rites in
the Catholic Church. Listeners will hear that there are different methods or
ways of celebrating the Mass other than the Roman or Latin Rite. One example he offers is what developed in Constantinople based on the royal court
of the emperor. It is commonly referred to today at the Byzantine Rite of the
Church. Listeners will hear about other traditions that exist within the Universal Catholic Church and how they can be a breath of fresh air.
Franciscan priest, Father Orlando Reyes from St. Francis Parish in Harrisburg is the focus of our vocation segment this week. Father explains how
and why he began a walk down a religious path, just a few short years ago
when someone gave him a small book. Tune in to hear more about this life
changing event.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays
at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings
on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8
a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at
6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also
available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.
WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.
org

If you enjoy the many local and national Catholic radio programs
that WHYF AM 720 makes available to our Diocese, pleases consider
offering this independent station your financial support. To do so visit
www.YourHolyFamilyRadio.com and click on the Donate button.
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Bishop D’Arcy Dies at Age 80;
Was ‘Good Shepherd after Heart of Christ’
By Tim Johnson
Catholic News Service
Retired Bishop John M. D’Arcy, who
served as the eighth bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend from
May 1, 1985, through Jan. 13, 2010,
died at his home in Fort Wayne the
morning of Feb. 3.
He was diagnosed with lung and
brain cancer in late December while
visiting his family in the Boston area.
He returned to Fort Wayne in January
for care.
In retirement, Bishop D’Arcy had
assisted at parishes, conferred the sacrament of confirmation, and enjoyed
providing retreats and missions and
assisting as chaplain of Bishop Luers
High School.
“I am filled with deep sadness at the
death of a dear friend and brother bishop,” said Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades,
who was installed in January 2010 to
succeed Bishop D’Arcy. “We mourn
the death of a good shepherd after the
heart of Christ, a bishop who loved the
Lord and his people with all his heart.”
The son of Irish immigrants, John Michael D’Arcy was born Aug. 18, 1932,
in Brighton, Mass. He began preparation for the priesthood in September
1949 at St. John’s Seminary in Brighton. He was ordained to the priesthood

CNS Photo

Retired Bishop John M. D’Arcy of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Ind., died Feb. 3 in
Fort Wayne at the age of 80.

on Feb. 2, 1957, for the Archdiocese of
Boston.
He studied in Rome at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas, known
as the Angelicum, from 1965 to 1968
and received his doctorate in spiritual

theology in 1968. He served as spiritual director and professor of spiritual
theology at St. John’s Seminary from
1968 to 1985.
Bishop D’Arcy was ordained an auxiliary bishop of Boston Feb. 11, 1975,

and was appointed vicar for spiritual
development for the archdiocese at the
same time. He continued to serve as a
spiritual director at St John’s Seminary.
Bishop D’Arcy directed the Office of
Spiritual Development, which was established by the late Boston Cardinal
Humberto Medeiros in 1975.
On July 21, 1981, Bishop D’Arcy
was appointed regional bishop for
the northern area of the Archdiocese
of Boston. He continued as vicar for
spiritual development and continued to
direct the archdiocesan Office of Spiritual Development.
On Feb. 26, 1985, Bishop D’Arcy
was appointed eighth bishop of Fort
Wayne-South Bend and was installed
May 1, 1985.
During his tenure, Bishop D’Arcy
established many significant initiatives
in the areas of spirituality, catechesis,
education, ecumenism and social services outreach – including establishing
the Women’s Care Center and Vincent
House for the homeless; undertaking
ecumenical dialogues with Methodist,
Evangelical Lutheran and Jewish leaders; initiating live Sunday television
Masses; and starting a Eucharistic congress at the University of Notre Dame.

Parish Activities Offer Ways to Observe Year of Faith
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In declaring the Year of Faith, which commenced
on Oct. 11, Pope Benedict called the observance a
“summons to an authentic and renewed conversion
to the Lord, the One Savior of the world” (Porta fidei 6).
The year gives Catholics a prime opportunity to
enter into a deeper relationship with Jesus and to
further their understanding about the Church and
her teachings.
In a sense, the Year of Faith invites us to go focus
on and re-dedicate ourselves to “the most fundamental and important relationship in our lives – our
relationship with Christ Jesus,” says Ryan Bolster,
Director of the Diocesan Office of Adult Education
and Catechist Formation.
“I often invite folks to consider their relationship
with Christ in light of other relationships in their
lives, especially those most personal relationships
with family members and close friends,” he said.
“We know, and sometimes learn the hard way, that
our relationships suffer when we fail to nurture and
cultivate them, when we fail to make them a priority
and fail to commit ourselves entirely to them.”
“So it is with our relationship with Jesus,” he
pointed out. “It’s so easy to say we love the Lord,
but do our actions reflect that this relationship is primary in our lives? Do the priorities we set for ourselves demonstrate our commitment to our relationship with him?”
In the Year of Faith, the Holy Father gives us a
meaningful opportunity to reflect upon such questions, Mr. Bolster said.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, there are a multitude
of ways in which parishes and the faithful are taking
advantage of occasions to strengthen their relationship with Christ and their knowledge of his Church.
People are delving into online faith formation
courses, Catholic books, Bible studies, workshops
and retreats. They’re also enrolling in classes offered through the Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and Pastoral Formation, which, during this Year
of Faith, includes offerings on the Second Vatican
Council, the Apostles’ Creed and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. And, parishes and parishioners

alike are checking out the resources and suggestions
offered through the diocese’s Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org/yearoffaith.
“There is never a point in our lives when our relationship with God ends, and so it follows that our
formation in the Catholic faith – formation which
nourishes that relationship with God – is necessarily
lifelong,” said Mr. Bolster.
Across the diocese, parishes have undertaken special programs and activities this year to support parishioners in strengthening their faith.
For example, at St. Andrew the Apostle Parish
in Waynesboro, a full slate of opportunities offers
something for everyone during the Year of Faith.
There’s the “Saint of the Week” program, which is
shared across the parish in its elementary school, its
religious education program, and in the weekly bulletin. A perpetual rosary – in which people sign up
to pray one decade daily – gets homebound parishioners involved in the Year of Faith activities. And a
parish family directory, a Twelfth Night celebration
and participation the diocesan pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Washington, D.C., this past
September have also given life to the Year of Faith.
Father John Bateman, pastor of St. Andrew Parish, introduced the year during an opening Mass,
and with a letter that was mailed with a schedule of
events to every household.
Peg Wagaman, Coordinator of Religious Education, noted the parish’s goal of “providing opportunities for the parishioners to learn more about their
faith and the teachings of the Church, and to gather
together more often for prayer and worship.”
“We want people to be more aware of the different aspects of the faith,” she said. “Offerings like
Eucharistic Adoration, worship and liturgies and the
educational components all come together to help
meet the goals of celebrating the Year of Faith.”
At Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Berwick, parishioners are taking advantage of the popular “Catholicism” series by Father Robert Barron. The program helps to enhance
and support the Church’s mission of evangelization.
The video program explains Church teaching and illustrates, with breathtaking visuals, the richness of
the universality of the Church.

The parish began the program in November, and
will continue the program through the Year of Faith,
which concludes on Nov. 24, the Feast of Christ the
King.
The response to the program has been overwhelming, said Sabatini Monatesti, the parish’s Director
of Religious Education. The first two sessions drew
some 150 people to each outing.
“Everybody raves about the series,” he said. “It
appeals to younger families and to our older parishioners. They like the fact that Father Barron communicates to them in a way they can understand.”
“The series is helping the parish meet its goals for
the Year of Faith,” Mr. Monatesti pointed out. “Father [Francis] Tamburro, our pastor, wanted to ensure that we would have something that would focus
on the Sacraments, and something that would also
align with the liturgical year.”
The program is also fostering camaraderie and
community in the parish, as different groups – such
as the Knights of Columbus, the Ladies Council and
the local Maria Assunta Society – “sponsor” the evenings by offering fellowship in the parish hall. And,
parishioners banded together to get the program off
the ground: one engineered a large projection screen
to be set up in the church, and one family donated a
computer and another purchased a projector to show
the series. The outreach has been an added blessing
to the parish during the Year of Faith, Mr. Monatesti
noted.
As the Year of Faith invites us to recommit to
our conversion to Christ, it’s essential that we learn
more about him in order to love him more, Mr. Bolster points out.
“Our faith as Catholics is not only in the Person
of Christ, but also in his message, in everything that
he came to reveal. In terms of human relationships,
our love for another is inseparable from our knowledge of the beloved. The more we know about the
beloved, the more we love, and in turn, the more we
love, the more we wish to know,” he said.
“So it is with Christ. The more we know about
him, the more we fall in love with him,” he continued. “And when we commit ourselves to Christ,
our commitment extends to all that he has come to
reveal about God in his inestimable love for us.”
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Spiritual Offerings

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children of all ages
and abilities will take place on the Tuesdays of Lent from 4-5 p.m. in
the Perpetual Adoration Chapel at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster.
Prayer, praise, singing, Stations of the Cross. For information, call
catechist Patricia Wang at 717-396-0635.
St. Benedict the Abbot Church in Lebanon – Rosa Mystica.
Divine Mercy Prayer Cell will be on Tuesdays in the church from 6:307:30 p.m. Confession posted when available. Come and join in prayer
and devotion for priests in the diocese and the world.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Feb. 17 at
12:30 p.m. at Prince of Peace--Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church, Steelton.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father Walter
Sempko Feb. 17 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Harrisburg. Confessions in English and Polish will be heard after Mass.
A pro-life Mass in the Extraordinary Form will be celebrated
by Father Carlos Casavantes, Chaplain of the Mater Dei Community,
March 2 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church.
St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown will have a Year of Faith Lenten Mission, “Keeping the Faith in Times of Unbelief and Oppression,”
March 3-5 at 7 p.m. in the new church. Hymns, prayer and preaching
each evening, presented by Deacon David L. Hall, Ph.D.
St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster will host a Renewal
March 11-13 with the theme “No Greater Love” featuring Fr. Blaise
Czaja, C.P. For the morning program, Father Blaise will share homilies
within the 9 a.m. Mass followed by special rites: Prayer over the faithful
on Monday; Reconciliation on Tuesday; and Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on Wednesday. The evening program from 7-8 p.m. will
feature talks with prayer over the faithful on Monday, Reconciliation
with Father Blaise and priests of the Lancaster Deanery on Tuesday,
and closing Mass with a reception on Wednesday. Free-will offerings
will be accepted.

Education, Enrichment & Support

A Parish Lenten Series at St. Benedict the Abbot in Lebanon
- Join Father Walter Guzman for a journey through our marvelous faith
with the 10 session series “Catholicism” by Father Barron. It will begin
at 6-7:30 p.m., followed by Stations of the Cross in the church. Save
the following dates for meatless soup, bread, education and Stations of
the Cross: Feb. 15 and 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22 and April 5, 12, and 19.
A Lenten Scripture Series for the Year of Faith will be offered
at St. Peter Church on Mill Road in Elizabethtown Feb. 18 and 25, and
March 11 and 18 from 7-8 p.m. Series presented by Monica Malpezzi
of St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg. Come for any or all of the session. Registration preferred but not necessary. For session info, or to
register, visit www.stpeteretown.org or call 717-367-1255.
A Lenten Day of Prayer will be held Feb. 19 from 9:30 a.m.2:30 p.m. at St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville. “Contemplating the
Traditional and Scriptural Way of the Cross” – we acknowledge our
dependence on God with the same certitude of faith that God has for
us as we carry our cross. “Contemplating the Holy Shroud” – we reflect
on Christ’s sufferings. Sister Maria DeMonte, OP, will be the presenter.
Sister Maria formerly led Contemplative Retreats at the Dominican
Monastery in Lancaster. Presently she ministers as a spiritual director
and retreat guide at St. Cyril Spiritual Center. Offering of $40 includes
full dinner. Call 570-275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org.
St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a Lenten Series.
“Bagels & Bibles” (AM) and “Soup & Scripture” (PM) Feb. 18, 25; Mar.
4, 11, 18, 25; Apr. 1 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM or 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM . For
more information about the offering and a discount, please call: (570)
441-1496 or visit www.sscm.org and click current events.
St. Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville will host a Lenten Reflection Day. “Stillness in Lent” presented by Sister Maria DeMonte, OP,
on Tues., Feb. 19 from 10 AM-3PM. To register or for more information
please call: (570) 275-3581 or visit www.sscm.org and click current
events.
St. Benedict the Abbot in Lebanon - Women of Grace will meet
in the church basement Feb. 20 from 6:30-8 p.m. The topic will be,
“Midwives; Jochebed & Rahab, Valiant Women of Exodus.” Women of
Grace meet every other Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Deacon David Hall of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, will present an evening of Lenten meditation Feb. 20 at 7 p.m.
at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster. Hosted by the parish’s “Mary’s Sisterhood of Spirituality.” Contact Bonnie West 717-299-1817 or Sharon
Trani 717-295-0209 or sltrani@verizon.net.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
Berwick will host a Year of Faith program featuring one-hour lessons
from Father Robert Barron. The Catholicism adult formation program is
open to the community. The next session date, Feb. 21 at 6:30 p.m., is
“Happy Are We – The Teachings of Jesus.” Watch this section of The
Catholic Witness for specific topics and details on upcoming sessions.
Or, for more information, contact the parish at 570-759-8113.
St. Gabriel’s Ministry at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle will have
a conference, “Respect Life: Communicating the Message,” Feb. 23
from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Parish Activity Center. Speakers: Father
Paul Schenck, Director of the Diocesan Respect Life Office, and Maria
Vitale Gallagher, Legislative Director of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation. Registration is $25 per person, checks payable to St. Patrick’s
Church and sent to: Patty Dowling, 13 Morrison Way, Carlisle, 17015.
For more information, contact Patty Dowling at dowlingkp@yahoo.com;
or Gabriel Marcella at marcella@pa.net.
Women of Grace Foundational Study: Based on Johnnette
Benkovic’s book, Full of Grace, this study will teach you how by
revealing God’s purpose and mission for you. In a group study format,
with video lectures by Johnnette Benkovic, host of The Abundant Life
and Women of Grace on EWTN, delve into prayer, Sacred Scripture,
Church documents and teachings, the Catechism, the lives of women
saints, and the example of our Blessed Mother. This 9-week study is offered at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg on Monday morning,
9:30–11:30 a.m., and Monday evening 6:30-8:30 p.m., beginning Feb.
25. Contact Ann Marie Segilia at 717-982-6475 or amsegilia@gmail.
com or Chris Arnold at 717-671-9256 or chris.arnold6@gmail.com.
Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill’s cardiac support group meet-

ing will be held Feb. 27 from 6-7:30 p.m., in Auditorium C&D. This session will be devoted to learning from former and current heart patients.
Seating is limited. Call 717-972-4486 by Feb. 22 to reserve your seat.
Theology on Tap Lancaster invites young adults for a discussion of “The Glorified Body” presented by Jim Gontis, Diocesan
Director of Religious Education, Feb. 27 at the Brickyard Restaurant in
Lancaster. Event begins at 7 p.m. with a Happy Half Hour, followed by
the presentation at 7:30 p.m.
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown will host a free Life in
the Spirit seminar. Classes will be held Saturday mornings, 9:30-10:30
a.m., from April 6-May 25 and taught by Father William Weary, pastor
of St. Jude, and Katrina Molnar-Dietz, a parishioner at St. Bernard
Church, New Bloomfield. To register, e-mail JuniataCharismaticRenewal@gmail.com or call Katrina at 717-567-6036 (evenings only).
Deadline is Feb. 23.
Icon workshop at St. Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville. Led
by Iconographer Jody Cole. April 12/13 and April 19/20 (Fri. evenings
6-9 p.m., Sat. 9-5). Write/paint the Guardian Angel. Cost is $165. $50
deposits due by March 12. Act 48 credit applies. Contact Jeanne Rittle
to register, 717-867-1525, or jrittle@hbgdiocese.org.
The SSJ Mission Corps Summer Experience is a threemonth volunteer program of the Sisters of St. Joseph at Saint Mary
by-the-Sea Retreat House in Cape May Point, N.J. Volunteers are invited to live in community and to open themselves to God’s transforming grace in service to retreatants. This opportunity is for women ages
19-35 who seek an experience of Gospel living. One year of college is
required. Dates: May 28 to August 20, 2013. Contact Colleen O’Grady,
Director, at 215-248-7235 or ssjmissioncorp@gmail.com.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

“Out of Darkness into the Light” is the theme for the Lenten
Day of Retreat at the Motherhouse of the Sisters of SS. Cyril &
Methodius in Danville March 17. Registration is from 9:30-10:15 a.m.
Deadline for registration is March 10. The day includes Sunday Mass,
Sacrament of Reconciliation and presentations, ending with prayer at
3 p.m. Suggested donation is $35 with a lesser amount of $30 for 2 or
more. Contact Sr. Michaelette, SS.C.M. at 570-275-3581, ext. 110, or
smlsscm@hotmail.com.
A women’s retreat, “Blessed, Beautiful and Bodacious: Celebrating the Gift of Catholic Womanhood,” will be presented by author
Pat Gohn March 1-2 at Mary Queen of Peace Chapel on the Carlisle
Barracks. Friday features rosary at 11:30 a.m., noon Mass, meet Pat
Gohn and lunch from 1-3 p.m. The retreat on Saturday is 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Suggested donation is $20. Registration deadline is Feb. 22;
contact Vera Williams at TVTTJT@comcast.net or 717-249-5383 or
Nancy Loney at loneynt@yahoo.com or 717-386-5305.
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for those suffering the pain and
hurt of an abortion experience will be held March 15-17 at the Canna
Inn Bed and Breakfast in Etters. The retreat is totally confidential. If
you are the mother, father, grandparent, sibling or medical personnel experiencing hurt from an abortion, this weekend is for you. For
information, contact Joy at 717-788-4959 or RVpamd@gmail.com, or
visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.
St. Theresa’s Little Flower Club of St. Theresa Parish in New
Cumberland will travel to see the Virginia International Tattoo (military
style musical program) April 28 and 29 in Norfolk, Va. Price: p.p.d.o. is
$350, gratuities included. Deadline is March 15. Call 717-774-6783 or
717-774-5671.
Court Queen of Peace #1023, Catholic Daughters of
the Americas is hosting a trip to Washington, D.C., May 5 to the
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in America and Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. The trip includes
transportation, a continental breakfast on the bus, Mass at the
Franciscan Monastery, a tour of the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy
Land in America including their beautiful gardens, and Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception and lunch at the Basilica (at your own cost).
We will leave at 7 a.m. and return by 8 p.m. with a stop for dinner (at
your own cost). Cost is $35, due by April 5. Call 717-203-3441.
Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi and Florence. Three days in Assisi
and 5 days in Rome on a 10-day pilgrimage coordinated by Karen
Hurley; with chaplain Father Kenneth Smith. Contact Father Smith at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Abbottstown, at 717-259-0611. This
pilgrimage will be Nov. 5-14, 2013. Cost is $3,499 per person (single
occupancy add $554). Call to place your name/s on a list. An information meeting will be held in March.

Lenten Dinners

Lenten dinners featuring broiled fish and Perohi will be
available Wednesday evenings from 4-6:30 p.m. at St. Ann Byzantine
Catholic Church, Harrisburg. Perohi will also be sold frozen for $5.50
per dozen each Wednesday and Saturday during Lent in the parish
hall: Wednesdays noon-1 p.m. and 4-6:30 p.m.; Saturdays from 9
a.m.-noon. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.stannbyz.org.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will serve Lenten
Fish Dinners every Wednesday through March 27 from 4-7:00 p.m. in
the parish social hall. Cost is $8 for large adult dinners, $7 for small
adult dinners and $4 for child’s (10 & under) fish dinner.
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Berwick will hold a
Fish Fry Fridays 11 a.m.-7 p.m. through March 22. All dinners are $8,
smaller items available for purchase. Eat in or take out. Factory orders
must be placed by 10 a.m. Call 570-759-9227.
St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will hold its Lenten seafood
dinners. Take-out or eat-in lunch from noon-1:30 p.m. and take-out or
eat-in dinner from 4-8 p.m. each Friday through Lent, starting Feb. 15.
Lighter fare and $3 kids’ menus available. For take-out service, call
717-854-1371.
Church of the Holy Spirit in Palmyra will be holding its annual
Fish Fry commencing Feb. 15 from 3-7 p.m., and continuing every
Friday in Lent except Good Friday. Eat in or take out.
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its Lenten Fish Dinners on Fridays Feb. 15-March 22 from 4-6 p.m. in the Activity Center.
$8 for adults, $4 for children. Take outs available.
St. Peter Parish in Columbia will hold its Lenten Fish Fry on
Fridays Feb. 15-March 22 from 4-6:30 p.m. Prepared by the women
of the parish. Eat in or take out. Stations of the Cross are held in the
church at 7 p.m.
The Knights of Columbus of St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in

Mifflintown will serve its annual Lenten Fish Dinners in the church
hall on Fridays through March 22 from 4-7 p.m. All-you-can-eat. Adults
$10; ages 6-12 $6; children 5 and under free.
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens will sponsor its
weekly Friday fish fry on Fridays through March 22 from 4-7 p.m. in the
social hall. Call 717-453-9931 for take out orders.
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola is serving Lenten Baked
Fish Dinners in the social hall from 4-7 p.m. on Fridays through March
15. Cost is $10 for adults, $5 for children. Eat in or take out.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will serve
Lenten pasta Dinners Feb. 15, March 1 and March 15 from 4:306:30 p.m. Cost is $9 for adults, $5 for children under 14, and free for
children under 5. Eat in or take out. Call 570-672-2302.
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg will
hold Fish Dinners Fridays Feb. 15-March 22 from 4:30-7 p.m. Eat in or
take out. Adult dinner is $10, children’s dinner is $5.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will hold its Lenten
Fish Frys on Fridays Feb. 22-March 22 from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center
on Table Rock Road. There will be adult, senior, children and reduced
portion menus. Call 717-334-4048.
St. Catherine Laboure Parish in Harrisburg will hold Lenten
Soup Suppers Wednesdays during Lent from Feb. 20-March 20,
beginning with Mass in the church at 5:30 p.m. Each week, we share a
variety of homemade soups followed by a presentation and discussion,
facilitated by Father Jordan Hite, of the “Catholicism” video series. A
free-will donation is requested to benefit the Vincentian Soloy Mission,
Panama.
Our Lady of Hope Parish in Coal Township will serve a crab
cake dinner Feb. 22 from 4-6 p.m. in the parish hall. Cost is $8 for
adults, $4 for children. Eat in or take out.
St. Theresa Parish Knights of Columbus in New Cumberland
will have their Lenten Fish Fry March 8 in St. Theresa School Cafeteria
from 5-8 p.m. All you can eat for $8. Children under 12, fish and
French fries in a basket (not all-you-can-eat) $5. Other items ala-carte.
For tickets or information, contact Tony Miller at 717-938-6645.

Events & Fund-Raisers

A hand-painted, wooden depiction of Noah’s Ark is being
raffled to benefit “A Day of Prayer and Care” respite day for caregivers
to be held in April. The wooden ark and animals were hand-painted by
decorative artist Pat Zeller. The drawing is sponsored by the Parish
Advocate Program for Folks with Disabilities of St. Joseph Parish in
Lancaster. Tickets are $2 apiece or $5 for three. Drawing is March
17 – need not be present to win. Call Parish Advocate Patricia Wang
at 717-396-0635.
A silent auction to benefit Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish,
St. Marc Haiti, will be held in the social hall at St. Paul the Apostle
Parish in Annville Feb. 16 from 6:30-8 p.m. and Feb. 17 from 9 a.m.-1
p.m. Cash & checks only. Items can be picked up at from 1-3:30 p.m.
Feb. 17 until 3:30 p.m. or after all Masses Feb. 23 (6:30 p.m.) and 24
(9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.)
Divine Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel will hold a “Small
Appliance Bingo” Feb. 17 in Divine Mercy Hall. Doors open at 1 p.m.,
Bingo starts at 2 p.m. Food will be available for sale. Entrance fee is
$20. For tickets, call 570-373-5936.
A spaghetti dinner will take place Feb. 17 from 3-6 p.m. at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield. Tickets sold at the door.
Dinners cost $7 for adults, $4 for children 6-12. For information, call
717-642-8815.
Knights of Columbus Council 13451 in New Holland is holding its annual winter Chicken BBQ sale Feb. 23 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
in the parking lot of O’Neils Auto body shop, 580 East Main St, New
Holland. Price is $5 for a half chicken, no presales, meals or drinks will
be available. For information, contact John Henry at 717-808-2540.
“Celtic Celebrations,” a benefit performance for Sandy relief,
will be held at Trinity High School in Camp Hill Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. The
benefit will feature the talents of The Celtic Martins, Rebel Heart Irish
Dancers, and Seasons. For tickets and information, visit www.celticcelebrations.weebly.com.
St. Aloysius Parish in Littlestown is sponsoring a Coach &
Cash Bingo Feb. 24 in the parish hall. Doors open at 12:30 p.m. Bingo
starts at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door. Must
have an admission ticket to play and must be accompanied by an
adult to play if under 18. Door prizes and raffles. Luncheon platters
and other food available for purchase. For tickets, send check payable
to St. Aloysius Church or contact the rectory at 717-359-4513 during
office hours.
Open registration will be held at Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary School Feb. 28, at the Cathedral campus and March 1 at
the Holy Family campus from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. The Cathedral campus
houses Pre-School and fifth through eighth grades. The Holy Family
campus houses Kindergarten and first through fourth grades. Contact
the school at 717-232-2551 or 717-234-3797.
A 5K Run/Fun Walk to benefit St. Columba School in
Bloomsburg will be held in downtown Bloomsburg March 16 at 9 a.m.
$15 pre-entry fee includes a T-shirt if received by March 9; entry is $20
on race day. $10 for students 21 and under before March 9. $45 for
families of four or more before March 9. Family fee on race day is $55.
Awards for top males and females at various age levels. For additional
information, and an entry form, contact E.J. Moore at e4moore@aol.
com.
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg will hold its 25th
annual Blue & Gold Gala “Old Traditions – New Beginnings” March 16
at 6 p.m. at the school. Cocktail hour, hors d’oeuvres, dinner, dancing,
live and silent auctions. Self-guided tours of the school from 5:30-7
p.m. for gala guests only Reservations are $100 per person and can
be made by contacting Rita Fulton at 717-236-7973 x 2135 or rfulton@
bishopmcdevitt.org.
St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg will hold its annual 5K
run/walk March 23 through Penbrook. Registration fee is $20 with shirt
by March 12, $15 with no shirt. After March 12, including race day, fee
is $25 with shirt while supplies last, $20 without. Prizes awarded to top
male and female finishers in various age groups. Register online at
www.pretzelcitysports.com.
A gala to benefit Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School will
take place April 20 at the Harrisburg Country Club. A gourmet meal will
be featured along with live and silent auctions, and dancing with the
Timeless Trio featuring Bonnie Heller. Call Mariann at 717-732-9592 or
John at 717-579-2017, or email ha304jack@verizon.net.
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A stained glass depicting the Sisters of Christian Charity’s more than 150 years of caring for the sick and blind all over the world.

Bishop McFadden Celebrates World Day of
Prayer for the Sick at Holy Spirit Hospital
By Chris Heisey
On the World Day of Prayer for the Sick, Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden celebrated the Solemn Holy Mass of Our Lady of
Lourdes at Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill, on Feb. 11.
More than 200 faithful filled the hospital’s beautifully illuminated chapel. After celebrating Mass, Bishop McFadden visited several hospital patients in their rooms where he
anointed and prayed with them and their families.
In his homily, Bishop McFadden poignantly told of his and
fellow diocesan pilgrims’ experiences while visiting Lourdes,
France, the summer before last prior to attending World Youth
Day in Madrid, Spain. The bishop related what a “wonderful
peace that completely surrounds you” at the healing waters in
Lourdes. “A calm comes over you, and you realize how much
God loves you and cares for you,” Bishop McFadden said.
“All are cured by God’s great love that surrounds us all…. All
of us are healed. God is with us. When we die, we live.”
Bishop McFadden also thanked all the healthcare workers at
Holy Spirit for their continued loving care to patients. Holy
Spirit Hospital will celebrate its 50th anniversary on March 2,
and is operated by the Sisters of Christian Charity.
“Holy Spirit Hospital is a wonderful place of loving care. It
is exactly what the Lord asks us to do,” the bishop said.

On the day Pope Benedict XVI announced his resignation, Bishop McFadden prepares to celebrate Mass at Holy Spirit Hospital.

Richard Petlock is anointed by Bishop McFadden.

The Sisters of Christian Charity pray with Bishop McFadden on The World Day
of Prayer for the Sick.
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Our Mother of Perpetual Help School Celebrates Military
Personnel, First Responders during Catholic Schools Week

First Responders and those in the military are recognized by OMPH students and faculty.

Madison Kiefer excitedly proceeds to the stage to perform
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Ryan Graczyk shows off his moves during a school assembly.

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
“In Catholic school, we teach our students the importance of service,” said Father John McLoughlin,
CSSR, pastor of Our Mother of Perpetual Help Parish in Ephrata. “Today we are happy to give thanks to
those who serve around us.”
Celebrating Catholic Schools Week, the faculty, students and community of Our Mother of Perpetual Help
School held a Red, White and Blue Day that ended
with an assembly especially for first responders and
those in the military. Kindergarten through eighth
grade celebrated with those in attendance by sharing
songs and performances and a recognition of the men
and women in uniform.
“Assemblies like this teach our children to show respect,” commented Leonard Graczwk. Mr. Graczwk
served in the Air Force from 1962-1966. He is a proud
grandfather of a first and fourth grader at Our Mother
of Perpetual Help and his son is a policeman in the
Lancaster area. “It is important to keep the tradition
going; [Catholic education] is very good for them,” he
commented. Mr. Graczwk attended Central Catholic
when he was growing up.
Catholic Schools Week is remembered fondly by
those who have attended Catholic school and participated in the annual celebration. Current student, Nathan Dell Isola said, “It’s a lot of fun, a good chance
for those who don’t know about Catholic education to
learn about it. We can show our faith and share with
others about our school.” He continued to talk about
the assembly, saying, “Today was important because
we wouldn’t be here without those who stand up and
protect us.”

Michael McBrearty, Aiden Graczyk, Olivia Gardner sing proudly to the their audience.

