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DEACONS:
Living Icons
of Christ
the Servant
This year marks the 35th and 30th anniversaries of the ordination of the diocese’s first two
classes of permanent deacons.
The word “deacon” comes from the Greek
word diakonos, meaning “servant” or “minister.” Their service calls them to the Ministry of
the Word, the Ministry of the Liturgy, and the
Ministry of Charity, in which they serve as living icons of Christ.
This edition of The Catholic Witness features
a look at the Second Vatican Council’s reestablishment of the permanent diaconate, the deacons’ unique role in the Church, and the discernment and service of four diocesan deacons who
found tremendous support from their wives in
their ministry to the Church. See pages 7-10.

Deacon Michael
Grella of Prince of
Peace Parish in
Steelton visits
parishioner Virginia
Zuvich at her home,
where he brings her
Holy Communion.
Deacon Grella is one
of a number of
deacons in the
Diocese of
Harrisburg
celebrating the 35th
and 30th
anniversaries of their
ordination this year.
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In Apostolic Exhortation,
Pope Lays out Vision for
an Evangelical Church
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service
In his first extensive piece of writing
as pope, Pope Francis lays out a vision
of the Catholic Church dedicated to
evangelization in a positive key, with
a focus on society’s poorest and most
vulnerable, including the aged and unborn.
Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the
Gospel”), released by the Vatican Nov.
26, is an apostolic exhortation, one of
the most authoritative categories of
papal documents. Pope Francis’ first
encyclical, Lumen Fidei, published in
July, was mostly the work of his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI.
The pope wrote the new document in
response to the October 2012 Synod of
Bishops on the new evangelization, but
declined to work from a draft provided
by synod officials.
Pope Francis’ voice is unmistakable in the 50,000-word document’s
relatively relaxed style – he writes that
an “evangelizer must never look like
someone who has just come back from
a funeral!” – and its emphasis on some
of his signature themes, including the
dangers of economic globalization and
“spiritual worldliness.”
The Church’s message “has to concentrate on the essentials, on what is
most beautiful, most grand, most appealing and at the same time most necessary,” he writes. “In this basic core,
what shines forth is the beauty of the

saving love of God made manifest in
Jesus Christ who died and rose from
the dead.”
Inspired by Jesus’ poverty and concern for the dispossessed during his
earthly ministry, Pope Francis calls for
a “Church which is poor and for the
poor.”
The poor “have much to teach us,” he
writes. “We are called to find Christ in
them, to lend our voices to their causes,
but also to be their friends, to listen to
them, to speak for them and to embrace
the mysterious wisdom which God
wishes to share with us through them.”
Charity is more than mere handouts,
“it means working to eliminate the
structural causes of poverty and to promote the integral development of the
poor,” the pope writes. “This means
education, access to health care, and
above all employment, for it is through
free creative, participatory and mutually supportive labor that human beings express and enhance the dignity of
their lives.”
Yet he adds that the “worst discrimination which the poor suffer is the lack
of spiritual care. ... They need God
and we must not fail to offer them his
friendship, his blessing, his word, the
celebration of the sacraments and a
journey of growth and maturity in the
faith.”
Pope Francis reiterates his earlier
criticisms of “ideologies that defend
the absolute autonomy of the marMore POPE EXHORTATION, page 2
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Pope Francis greets a child during his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at
the Vatican last month. In his first extensive piece of writing as pope, Pope Francis lays out a vision of the Catholic Church dedicated to evangelization, with a
focus on society’s poorest and most vulnerable, including the aged and unborn.
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Diocese Solemnly Closes Year of Faith
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On Oct. 11 of last year, Pope Benedict
XVI ushered in a great gift for Catholic
Church with the Year of the Faith.
The period of grace, he said in his Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei, was to summon
the faithful “to an authentic and renewed
conversion to the Lord, the One Savior of
the world.”
The year called Catholics to turn toward
Jesus Christ and enter into a deeper relationship with him in the Sacraments, especially in the Eucharist. It also encouraged
people to a study of the documents of the
Second Vatican Council and of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, since the

year took place during the 50th anniversary of Vatican II and the 20th anniversary
of the release of the Catechism.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, the year
was marked by a number of special offerings under the theme, “Wonderful Indeed
is the Mystery of Our Faith.” Special observations included a pilgrimage to the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.; an opening
Mass celebrated by the late Bishop Joseph P. McFadden at Holy Name of Jesus
Church in Harrisburg for diocesan high
school students; the Expressions of Faith
art show at the Cardinal Keeler Center in
Harrisburg; and numerous conferences,
workshops and retreats focusing on the

Year of Faith.
To bring the Year of Faith to a conclusion on Nov. 24, the Feast of Christ the
King, faithful gathered at the Holy Name
of Jesus Church for the solemn closing,
which included Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, musical recitation of the Rosary, the
Sacrament of Penance, the Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Solemn Vespers.
The evening prayer service was led
by Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator, who, in his homily,
recounted a litany of events and experiences that marked the Year of Faith in the
Church.
He encouraged the congregation to give

thanks for the past year, reflect on the
present, and look with hope to the future,
all while focusing on the light of Christ.
“As we move out of the Year of Faith,
we want to remember that Jesus Christ is
our light – the light illuminating intellect,
imagination, will and all virtue,” Father
Gillelan said. “When the light of Christ
dies out, our humanity dims.”
“Today, we are reminded that, already in
baptism, we were enlightened by Christ,”
he said. “More recently walking through
the door of faith and having experienced
the manifold graces of this Year of Faith,
that flame of faith now burns brighter,
stronger.”

“Above all, trust in the slow
work of God. We are quite naturally impatient in everything to
reach the end without delay. We
should like to skip the intermediate stages. We are impatient
of being on the way to something unknown, something
new. And yet it is the law of all
progress that it is made by passing through some stages of instability – and that it may take a
very long time.
And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually –
let them grow, let them shape
themselves, without undue
haste. Don’t try to force them
on, as though you could be today what time – that is to say,
grace and circumstances acting
on your own good will – will
make of you tomorrow.
Only God can say what this
new spirit gradually forming
within you will be. Give Our
Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and
incomplete.”
~ Father Robert M.
Gillelan, Jr.,
Diocesan Administrator,
Homily concluding
the Year of Faith,
Quoting French Jesuit
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Elevating the monstrance containing the Blessed Sacrament, Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator, gives a
final blessing at the conclusion of Solemn Vespers for the Closing of the Year of Faith Nov. 24. The diocese marked the conclusion of the special year with a Solemn Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the Rosary, the Sacrament of
Penance, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Solemn Vespers at Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg.

Pope Exhortation
Continued from 1

ketplace and financial speculation,” which he
blames for the current financial crisis and attributes to an “idolatry of money.”
He emphasizes that the Church’s concern for the
vulnerable extends to “unborn children, the most
defenseless and innocent among us,” whose defense is “closely linked to the defense of each and
every other human right.”
“A human being is always sacred and inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of development,” the pope writes, in his strongest statement
to date on the subject of abortion. “Once this conviction disappears, so do solid and lasting foundations for the defense of human rights, which
would always be subject to the passing whims of
the powers that be.”
The pope writes that evangelization entails
peacemaking, among other ways through ecumenical and interreligious dialogue. He “humbly”
calls on Muslim majority countries to grant religious freedom to Christians, and enjoins Catholics
to “avoid hateful generalizations” based on “disconcerting episodes of violent fundamentalism,”

since “authentic Islam and the proper reading of the
Quran are opposed to every form of violence.”
Pope Francis characteristically directs some of his
strongest criticism at his fellow clergy, among other
reasons, for what he describes as largely inadequate
preaching.
The faithful and “their ordained ministers suffer
because of homilies,” he writes: “the laity from having to listen to them and the clergy from having to
preach them!”
The pope devotes several pages to suggestions for
better homilies, based on careful study of the Scriptures and respect for the principle of brevity.
Pope Francis reaffirms Church teaching that only
men can be priests, but notes that their “sacramental power” must not be “too closely identified with
power in general,” nor “understood as domination”;
and he allows for the “possible role of women in
decision-making in different areas of the Church’s
life.”
As he has done in a number of his homilies and
public statements, the pope stresses the importance
of mercy, particularly with regard to the Church’s
moral teaching. While lamenting “moral relativism”
that paints the Church’s teaching on sexuality as unjustly discriminatory, he also warns against overem-

phasizing certain teachings out of the context of
more essential Christian truths.
In words very close to those he used in an oftquoted interview with a Jesuit journalist in August, Pope Francis writes that “pastoral ministry
in a missionary style is not obsessed with the disjointed transmission of a multitude of doctrines
to be insistently imposed,” lest they distract from
the Gospel’s primary invitation to “respond to the
God of love who saves us.”
Returning to a theme of earlier statements, the
pope also warns against “spiritual worldliness,
which hides behind the appearance of piety and
even love for the Church, [but] consists in seeking
not the Lord’s glory but human glory and personal
well-being,” either through embrace of a “purely
subjective faith” or a “narcissistic and authoritarian elitism” that overemphasizes certain rules or a
“particular Catholic style from the past.”
Despite his censures and warnings, the pope
ends on a hopeful note true to his well-attested devotion to Mary, whom he invokes as the mother
of evangelization and “wellspring of happiness for
God’s little ones.”
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Diocese Passes Onsite Audit
Compliant
with Youth
Protection Standards
The Diocese of Harrisburg has been
found to be compliant with the United
States Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.
This is an aggressive safe environment
program with a comprehensive set of
procedures established by the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops in June of 2002 that addresses allegations of sexual abuse of minors by
Catholic clergy and gives guidelines
for reconciliation, healing, accountability and prevention of future acts of
abuse.
The Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator, received the letter confirming the compliance from Stonebridge Business
Partners who conducted the onsite audit
which covered the 2012-2013 period.
They are an independent audit firm engaged by the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops.
The diocese’s voluntary participation
in this annual audit demonstrates the
ongoing commitment of the Diocese of

To report suspected abuse
of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse
of a minor by a church official,
employee or volunteer, also please
call the diocesan toll free hotline:

1-800-626-1608

Harrisburg to the protection of children
and youth from sexual abuse by clergy,
employees and volunteers in the Church.
The tragic issue of the sexual abuse
of minors affects every part of society
and every profession. We know that
there are many in our society who have
been hurt deeply by this tragedy. If
anyone has been or is currently a victim of the sexual misconduct of any
priest, deacon, seminarian, employee
or volunteer of the Catholic Church,
the Diocese of Harrisburg would like

to know about such abuse, so we can
help the healing process and, if necessary, remove the offender from all public ministry. To make such a report, call
the toll-free Pennsylvania Child Abuse
Hotline at 1-800-932-0313. To contact
the diocese, call the diocesan toll-free
hotline at 1-800-626-1608.
The diocese has also distributed to
all parishes, schools and ministries updated materials on how to report child
abuse. This information must be posted
in high traffic areas of the facilities.
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Phillips Office Solutions recently gave $8,000 in scholarship assistance to Bishop McDevitt
High School in Harrisburg through the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation. The contribution was made possible by the business’ participation in Pennsylvania’s
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program, which provides tax credits to businesses
that contribute to scholarship organizations, such as the Neumann Scholarship Foundation.
Shown from left in the photo are Cheri Comasco, Director of Advancement at Bishop McDevitt;
Rick Gohn, Sales Manager for Phillips Office Solutions; Peter Phillips, Chairman of Phillips
Facilities Management Group; Father Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan Administrator; Donald
Kaercher, Diocesan Chief Financial Officer; and Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Mary Anne
Bednar, Principal of Bishop McDevitt. For information on donating to the Neumann Scholarship
Foundation, contact Paula Lasecki, Diocesan Director of Development, at 717-657-4804, or
plasecki@hbgdiocese.org.

You Can Help Your Marriage
Twenty five percent of surveyed couples say they are “Happily Married.”
For everyone else, there is Retrouvaille.
Are you frustrated or angry with each
other? Do you argue, or have you just
stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it make it even worse? Retrouvaille helps couples rebuild their marriages. For information, or to register for
the Harrisburg program beginning with
a weekend on January 17-19, 2014, call
1-800-470-2230 or visit the Website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Retrouvaille is a ministry of the Diocesan Office of Family Ministries.

While pledging zero tolerance for
any abuse in ministry or employment,
the Diocese of Harrisburg also pledges its dedication to help in the healing
and reconciliation for victims of sexual
abuse, no matter how long ago such
abuse may have occurred.
Youth Protection efforts in the Diocese of Harrisburg include:
• Zero tolerance for abusers in ministry or employment within the diocese.
• Multiple background checks on all
employees and volunteers who work
with youth.
• Passing a required on-line training
program on how to recognize and report child abuse.
• Instruction for students in age-appropriate child abuse awareness programs.
• ID badges for all persons who have
completed the requirements of the diocesan Youth Protection Program.
• Outreach efforts to victims and
families.
• Prudent and prompt inquiry into
each accusation.
• Open communication and due process for all involved.
Information about the Youth Protection Program can be found on the diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org/
SafeYouth.

Upcoming feature segments on the Catholic Perspective
radio program by correspondent Rose Atkinson will look at
the following topics:
Dec. 15-16: Launa Snyder of Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp
Hill will talk about holiday stress, coping techniques during
this hectic season and how to better enjoy the Christmas festivities.
Dec. 22-23: Christine Wittman is an image relationships
therapist and counselor. She will discuss family relationships during the Advent season and ways to nurture yourself
and others.
Dec. 29-30: Deacon Michael Oles is a former military colonel. In an in-depth conversation, he shares with listeners on
homelessness and his solutions to help others.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the
Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM
720. It can be heard Mondays at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m.
on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM
1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at
8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM
1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at
8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWECFM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available online at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.
WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. or for download at
www.hbgdiocese.org.

Do you have your WHYF Bumper Sticker? You
can get one free at area Catholic Churches. Show your
support for AM 720. Bumper stickers are also available
at the station studio, 8 West Main Street, Shiremanstown. Thanks to the Knights of Columbus Councils and
Assemblies who made the stickers possible.

Clergy Assignments
The Very Reverend Robert M. Gillelan, Jr., Diocesan
Administrator, has made the following appointments:
Effective Nov. 30, 2013:
The Reverend Keith M. Carroll, from Parochial Vicar,
Saint Patrick Parish, York, to Administrator, Saint Patrick
Parish, York.
Effective Dec. 16, 2013:
The Reverend Samuel E. Houser, from Pastor, Saint
Patrick Parish, York, to Senior Priest, Saint Margaret Mary
Parish, Harrisburg.
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Enjoying Christmas
to Its Fullest
By Father Eugene Hemrick
Catholic News Service
After experiencing Christmas for so
many years, it’s easy for it to become
“just another” Christmas.
It makes me think of a quote by A.J.
Conyers in his book, “The Listening
Heart: Vocation and the Crisis of Modern Culture.”
“To be modern is to exist increasingly
in a state of distraction. Our attention is
drawn away from those things that have
been placed in our care, away from the
center of our apparent concern to something abstractly related to that concern,
and thus away from God himself who is
the center of all things.”
What exactly is Conyers’ point?
He tells the story of his wife’s father,
a skilled cabinet maker, taking him to
his shop to see a desk he completed. Its
unvarnished wood is beautiful white
oak and its drawers are made to perfection: “no steel tracks or ball bearings; no
gimmicks; they fit perfectly in place.”
In contrast to this proud cabinet maker is a furniture factory not far from his
father-in-law’s shop. Its main object,
however, is bottom-line profit. Unlike
his father-in-law, whose eyes are focused on perfection and beauty, it is focused on making money, which in turn
distracts it from the time needed to produce perfection.
It’s no exaggeration to say Christmas
is filled with distractions that encourage us to focus on everything but what
it truly means. Sales abound, the latest
and best products are touted, and there
is the devilish marketing ploy, “Your
loved ones deserve the best!”
Christmas is anything but this. It is
a time to celebrate God loving us so
dearly that God came to live with us.
It is a special opportunity to show our
gratefulness and let joy fill our hearts.
In the book, “Advent and Christmas

Wisdom From St. Augustine,” author
Agnes Cunningham has a meditation
for each day of Advent leading up to
Christmas.
On the first day, she quotes St. Augustine, who invites us to reflect on
our body and how God endowed it
with senses, coordinated its limbs and
gave it a beautiful form.
At the end of the meditation is an
Advent action: “Take time today, in
gratitude for the gift of life and the
grace of life in Christ, to pray for your
parents and for the priest who baptized you.”
These thoughts are what Christmas
is about, a time in which we don’t allow anything to distract us from its
true meaning.

Website Offers
Online Resources for
Advent and Christmas
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) continues the tradition of
providing online resources for the Advent
and Christmas seasons with daily suggestions for prayer, reflection and action
beginning on the first Sunday of Advent,
December 1. The content is presented in a
clickable calendar format, with each date
opening a page of suggestions and links.
The calendars feature audio retreats
in English and Spanish for the four Sundays of Advent and the three Sundays of
the Christmas season. The retreats were
produced by Franciscan Media and made
possible by the bishops’ Catholic Communication Campaign. The half-hour audio retreats feature music, a Scripture reflection and Q&A from a different bishop

Advent, a season of joyful expectation before Christmas,began Dec. 1. The Advent wreath, with a candle marking each week of the season, is a traditional symbol of the period. (CNS/NANCY WIECHEC)

each week.
The bishops hosting the retreats are
Auxiliary Bishop Alberto Rojas of Chicago, Bishop Anthony B. Taylor of
Little Rock, Arkansas, Bishop David J.
Walkowiak of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, and
Bishop David J. Malloy of Rockford, Illinois. Bishops Rojas, Taylor and Malloy
recorded their contributions in both English and Spanish for the first, second and
fourth Sundays of Advent, respectively.
Bishop Walkowiak is featured in the English retreat for the third Sunday and Archbishop Broglio is the guest for the Spanish
retreat for that week.
There are three feast day Sundays in the
brief Christmas season. The retreats for
the feast of the Holy Family (December
29) feature Bishop John M. Quinn of Winona, Minnesota (English) and Auxiliary
Bishop Octavio Cisneros of Brooklyn,
New York (Spanish). Auxiliary Bishop
Christopher J. Coyne of Indianapolis is
the guest for the English retreat on Epiphany (January 5) and Auxiliary Bishop Eusebio L. Elizondo of Seattle is featured in
the Spanish retreat for Epiphany. For the
final Sunday of Christmas, the feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord, Bishop Richard J.
Malone of Buffalo, New York, is featured
in the English program and Archbishop
Thomas G.Wenski of Miami, the Spanish.
The calendar is interspersed with excerpts from Pope Francis’ audiences and
homilies from the first year of his papacy
and observations on Catholic doctrine
and practices from the For Your Marriage
website’s “Catholic 101” series. Other
resources highlighted on the calendars
include a Festival of Lesson and Carols
podcast, a list of recommended holidaythemed movies from USCCB, and prayers
and blessings from the USCCB publication Catholic Household Blessings and
Prayers.

Best Gift is Encountering Christ, Pope Says at Start of Advent
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
The best present in life is encountering Jesus – an encounter that will last
a lifetime, Pope Francis said.
A Christian’s whole life “is an encounter with Jesus: in prayer, when we
go to Mass, when we do good works,
when we visit the sick, when we help
the poor, when we think of others,
when we’re not self-centered, when
we are amiable,” he said in a homily

given at a Rome parish Dec. 1.
“We always encounter Christ in
these things and the journey of life
is exactly this: walking to encounter
Jesus,” he said.
Beginning Advent for the first time
as pope, Pope Francis visited the parish of San Cirillo Alessandrino in a
neighborhood on the outskirts of
Rome.
Before celebrating Mass, he met
with the sick, children who recently
received their first Communion, and
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– accompanied by their parents – children baptized in the past year. He also
heard confessions from a few parishioners and met with a group of young
men he confirmed during the evening
Mass.
The pope apologized to parishioners
for any inconveniences caused by his
visit, be it “excessive organization, security, fear; please know that I don’t
agree. I’m on your side,” he said.
Some news reports said a beefed-up
police presence was also due to protests calling for more affordable housing. The pope later met with some of
the activists.
In his homily, the pope asked the
congregation if it were true that
Church life ended with the Sacrament
of Confirmation, saying he’s heard
it’s also known as the “sacrament of
adieu” because it’s often the last time
people go to Church.
Encountering Christ is not a onetime event, “we encounter him every
day,” he said.
However, some people, especially
those who lived a life of sin, may think
“How can I encounter Jesus,” he said.
“But, you know, the people Jesus
tried to find most of all were the biggest sinners,” he said.
While those who believed they were

without sin would admonish Jesus for
keeping company with sinners, Jesus
would tell them, “‘I have come for
those who need good health, who need
healing,’” the pope said.
“When we sin, Jesus comes and forgives us” in confession, he added.
“Do you want to met Jesus in your
life,” he asked the young men he was
about to confirm. With the help of the
Holy Spirit and the sacraments, “you
will have more strength for this journey.”
Don’t be afraid, he told them, because “the most beautiful present is
encountering Jesus.”
The evening before, Pope Francis
continued the papal tradition of celebrating vespers on the vigil of the first
Sunday of Advent with students and
professors from universities in Rome.
He urged young people to not be
swayed by public opinion, but to go
against the tide by remaining faithful
to their Christian values.
“Don’t watch life go by from the
balcony,” he also said, but be where
the challenges of the modern day
world are. “Whoever doesn’t respond
to challenges are not living,” he said,
pinpointing the problems of development, human dignity, poverty and life.
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Advent Message Finds its Way
to Hollywood in ‘The Christmas Candle’
By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Have you seen the film “The Christmas Candle” in the theaters? You might
have missed its release date on Nov. 22,
which happened to be the same release
date as the Hollywood blockbuster
“The Hunger Games: Catching Fire.”
“The Christmas Candle” is worth a
look this Advent.
The film is based on a novel written
by popular Christian author Max Lucado, and features a few top Hollywood
names, such as Samantha Barks, who
you might recognize from her portrayal
as Éponine the 2012 film, “Les Miserables.” It also includes brief screen
time of the big voice of Susan Boyle,
breakout star of “Britain’s Got Talent.”
A familiar “Hobbit” face can be seen
too, in Sylvester McCoy (Radagast in
“The Hobbit” film series), who plays
the town’s popular and a bit wacky
candlemaker.
“The Christmas Candle” is set in
the heart of the English countryside.
Legend says that every 25 years an
angel visits the village candlemaker
and touches a single candle. Whoever
lights this candle receives a miracle on
Christmas Eve. But in 1890, at the start
of the age of electricity, this legend
is threatened when a young minister
comes to town to modernize it.
A sneak preview of “The Christmas
Candle” was held Nov. 20 at New Covenant Fellowship in Mechanicsburg,
hosted by Senator Rick Santorum. At
the preview, the Senator, CEO of the
faith-based Echolight Studios, spoke
about his involvement in the movie. He
mentioned that when he was asked to
come on board with Echolight Studios
he agreed, but wanted to make a religious film that stood out from others.
He didn’t want to make a Christian film
that looked low budget.
“The Christmas Candle” is beautifully produced.

CNS/EchoLight STUDIOS

Lesley Manville and Sylvester McCoy star in a scene from the EchoLight Studios production “The Christmas Candle.”

I agree with Senator Santorum in
that the movie looks like a big-budget
Hollywood film, which was shot in
Gloucestershire, England. The music
is good, though not as memorable as
I had hoped it would be. The movie
lacks fine, detailed plot lines that leave
the viewer a little confused as to why
the town is full of grief – though eventfully that is revealed close to the end.
There is an interlude of the town’s
pastor creating “miracles” to preach
to the people a lesson about putting all
their faith into the Christmas candle. I
thought this was one of the most important messages of the movie: that we
each have Christ in us, and through him
we can do good unto others.
The most impressive part of the film,

especially for a Christian viewer, was
the understanding and emphasis on Advent, not on Christmas. So few Christmas movies touch upon the Church’s
preparation leading up to Christmas
Day. Not only do viewers see an Advent wreath, but it is lit and used – and
that is what sets this story apart from
other Christmas movies. In the film, the
pastor lights the Advent candle each
Sunday, and says aloud the representation of the candle.
I would suggest the film to families
with children ages six and older. It has
a 100-minute run time, and though
parts of the film seem slow, it is still
an enjoyable movie. You will laugh as
you get to know the eccentric townspeople; you will smile and feel warmth

Our Lady of
Guadalupe
16th century
December 12

Lucy
circa 284-304
December 13

CNS

Under this title, Our Lady is the patron of Mexico, the United
States and all of the Americas, as well as the protector of unborn
children. In 1531, she appeared in a vision to the peasant Juan
Diego, on Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City, and charged him with
asking the bishop to build a church on that spot. But the bishop
demanded a sign, so Our Lady had Juan gather flowers in his cloak,
in December, to take to the bishop. When Juan opened his cloak, the
colorful image of Guadalupe was emblazoned on the cactus-cloth.
That icon is preserved in the most famous shrine in the Western
Hemisphere and Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to inspire poor
and oppressed people worldwide.

Saints

as the movie relays a deep message of
doing for others and allowing miracles
to happen every day
As you continue your Advent journey and look for things to do as a
family, leave your big, special-effects
Hollywood film expectations at home
and let this beautifully filmed, simple
Christian movie lift you further into the
Advent season.
“The Christmas Candle” is playing
at Regal Great Escape Harrisburg Mall
Stadium 16, Harrisburg Mall, 3501
Paxton St., Harrisburg; Regal Manor
Stadium 16, 1246 Millersville Pike,
Lancaster; and Regal West Manchester
Stadium 13, 1800 Loucks Road, York.
Visit the official movie Web site at
www.thechristmascandlemovie.com.

Crosiers

This saint, venerated by Christians since her own time, likely was
martyred in Sicily, probably during the persecutions of Roman
Emperor Diocletian, who ruled 284-305. However, legends about
Lucy include a rejected suitor denouncing her as a Christian and
miracles that saved her from life in a brothel, from being burned at
the stake and from having her eyes plucked out. Another legend says
she bled to death after her throat was cut. Lucy, whose name suggests
light, is among the saints listed in the canon of the Mass; she is the
patron saint of electricians and ophthalmologists and Christians pray
for her intercession regarding diseases of the eyes.

Saints
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To Jesus, Through Mary, This Advent
saying goes, “All analogies limp,” analogies
can be very useful teaching devices nonetheless. Jesus used analogies often in His teachOn the Solemnity of Christ the King on
ing. Let’s use an analogy here regarding how
Nov. 24, we completed the Year of Faith. This
Mary, too, needed to be saved from the powcompletion, however, is really a leaping off
ers of sin and death and hell. Picture sin being
point for us to engage in the faith on a deeper
quicksand. There are two ways of saving peolevel, while seeking to grow constantly in the
ple from quicksand. Either you can pull them
virtue of faith. Our going to Jesus through
out of it when they are already sinking, or you
Mary is key to this.
can keep them from going into the quicksand
At our recent Diocesan Catechetical Conin the first place. The first is us. The second is
ference, I could not help thinking what a
Mary. The Immaculate Conception is why the
tremendous outpouring of faith was taking
great 19th century poet, William Wordsworth,
place. The enthusiasm of the 500 catechists
himself a Protestant, said about Mary that she
and catechetical leaders, as well as devout
is “our tainted nature’s solitary boast.”
Catholics from throughout the Diocese of
But Mary always perfectly cooperated with
Harrisburg, who filled our Diocesan Center
God’s grace. Cooperating with God’s grace
was a testimony to the fact that the faith is
is something that we, all too often, do not do.
strong here in south central Pennsylvania. It
But His grace is available for us to draw upon
was also testament to the fact that these dediif we so choose. The Immaculate Conception
cated persons each want to do their part to
refers to Mary’s being conceived without sin
spread this Catholic faith we so love. Our
from the first moment of her conception in
faith is in Jesus and in His Mystical Body,
the womb of her mother, St. Anne. But then
the Church. Faith in Jesus and His Church are
she did what God wants all of us to do, she
both articles of faith that we profess each time
cooperated fully with His grace. This did not
we recite the Creed. Our faith also has a dismake her more than human. It made her more
tinctly Marian character to it. As we heard in
fully human. She was, in her humanity, what
the eloquent keynote address by Father FredGod had intended for Adam and Eve, and
erick Miller at the Catechetical Conference,
what He intends for us all. She completely
Mary is the great exemplar of faith. Thus, to
cooperated with His grace. Sometimes, when
bear the good fruit that God wants us to bear,
people sin, they will say, “Oh well, I’m only
let us go to Jesus through Mary.
human.” This is an unwise statement. Sin
Many might ask, perhaps even not a few
does not make us more human, it defiles
Catholics: Why is Mary so important? The
our humanity. It makes us less human. And
chief reasons are:
yet we fall just the same. But our Mother in
1. Mary always leads us to Jesus, and, as
Heaven, the Blessed Virgin Mary, always inSt. Louis de Montfort eloquently points out in
tercedes for us with her Son, that we might
his classic True Devotion to Mary, she does
overcome the temptations of the world, our
so by the most direct route possible.
personal sins and weaknesses, and the Devil.
2. Mary is the model disciple of Jesus and
When Jesus says to the Apostle John, from
intercedes for us constantly that we learn to
the Cross, “Behold your mother,” He is, inknow Him, love Him, serve Him, and follow
deed, speaking directly to John, but He is
Him. She shows us how to know Jesus, how
also speaking to His entire Church, to us, and
to love Him, how to serve Him, and how to
indeed, to all of humanity who, though expefollow Him. She is the one who teaches us, as
riencing many joys, also pass through many
she did at the wedding at Cana, to do whattravails in this vale of tears. He is telling us
ever He tells us.
that we have a mother and she is constantly
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
3. We cannot love on a personal level one
praying for us, interceding for us, loving us,
whom we do not first know. Mary helps to Stained-glass window of the Annunciation, from St. Patrick Cathedral leading us through her hands and Immaculate
save us from an abstract conception of Jesus. in Harrisburg.
Heart to His Sacred Heart. We do not worship
He took His human nature from her – He took
Mary as God. Only He is worthy of the adoration due
flesh from her. He was the only Person who has ever Him, to follow His will. She most certainly did not Him. But we should not worry about loving Mary
lived, or who ever will live, who was able to choose completely understand the full ramifications of what too much because we can never love her as much as
(from all eternity) His mother. In short, knowing the she was saying yes to when she gave her consent, her Jesus does.
truth about Mary helps us to know the truth about fiat, at the Annunciation. But she acts with complete
One of Pope Francis’ favorite titles for Mary is
Jesus. Knowing the truth about Jesus helps us to love faith, trusting that God would aid her even amongst “Undoer of Knots.” He is not alone. The great Church
Jesus. It is through Jesus, the one Mediator between the difficulties and vicissitudes of life.
Father, St. Irenaeus, wrote in the 2nd Century, “The
God and man, that one can get to Heaven and expeThrough her absolute consent to God’s plan, Mary knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied by Mary’s
rience eternal joy with the Holy Trinity and all the becomes the Mother of God. That title, Mother of obedience: what the virgin Eve bound through her
blessed.
God, is striking to many and in many ways is her disbelief, Mary loosened by her faith.” This Advent,
One of the key points that Father Miller made in greatest title. It is also one that we should use of- during which time we prepare both for Christ’s sechis address at the Catechetical Conference was that ten when speaking about her. Did she give Jesus His ond coming in glory and prepare to celebrate His first
the Lord Jesus, because He is God Incarnate, did not divine nature? No. He always possessed that. Jesus coming in the stable in poverty, let us, through Mass,
have faith, nor did He need it. Why not? Because
was always God…the Second Person of the Trinity. the sacrament of Penance, through Advent discipline
faith is belief in things unseen. Jesus, being God and
So how is she the Mother of God? Because in the and recollection, and through true devotion to Mary,
the only Begotten Son of the Father, did not need
wonderful union of His divine and human natures, let her help undo the knots in our own lives.
the virtue of faith, for He always, at every moment,
Let us recognize that the season is greatly pregnant
Jesus’ two natures, while distinct, are also insepabeheld the face of the Father, Who ultimately is the
with
some of our greatest Marian Feasts. We would
rable in the one divine Person of Jesus, the Eternal
object of our faith.
be
kidding
ourselves if we thought that God and His
Mary, however, did need faith and had it in abun- Word of the Father. So while He is divine and she Church arranged this by accident. We celebrate the
dance. In fact, she possessed faith and grace to a is not, Mary did conceive in her womb Jesus, who Immaculate Conception (this year celebrated on Dehigher degree than any human person ever has or is the God-man; she gave birth to Him; she raised cember 9) and three days later the Feast of Our Lady
ever will. She is the exemplar of faith. She is, as the Him; she laughed with Him; she wept with Him; of Guadalupe. Under the first title, Mary is PatronArchangel Gabriel pointed out at the Annunciation, she watched Him preach, and heal, and convert, and ess of these United States. Under the second, she is
full of grace. She was so from the first moment of drive demons out of people, and raise the dead; she Patroness of all of the Americas and of the Unborn.
her conception. She is full of grace and is therefore suffered as only a mother can suffer when she saw To this day, Guadalupe is one of the most popular
conceived free from the stain of original sin. There Him crucified; she witnessed His resplendent glory
places, if not the most popular place of pilgrimage
is no room for sin in her precisely because she is full after the Resurrection; and she led His disciples in
in the world, where you can view the tilma in which
of grace. She did not acquire this grace by her own prayer as they were filled with power from on high at
initiative, but by God’s. While always God, Jesus Pentecost. When the Ever-Virgin Mary gave birth to she left her glorious imprint nearly 500 years ago,
became man and from that point on would remain Jesus, she would not have said, “Look at this nature and which looks the same now as then. It was there
true God and true man forevermore. He became man in my arms.” She may well have said, as mothers of that the first known Marian apparition took place in
in the womb of the Virgin Mary at the moment that newborns so frequently do, “Look at this little Per- 1531. And shortly after this great Feast of GuadalMary gave her complete consent to God’s plan for son in my arms.” Put simply: Jesus is God. Mary is upe, we move with joy to the manger of Bethlehem.
Let us travel there with Mary, that she may help us to
her and for humanity. Mary’s womb is the bridal His mother. Therefore, Mary is the Mother of God.
chamber in the marriage between God and man.
Some may ask: If Mary was without sin, did she say with full throat and heart and body and soul, “O
Mary teaches us to say “Yes” to God, to learn from need to be saved? Answer: Yes, she did. While, as the Come, Let us adore Him.”
By James Gontis
Special to The Witness
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t was one of his first hospital calls as a newly-ordained deacon in the diocese, and Deacon Michael Grella found himself a
bit unsure of how to handle the situation.

He had been called to the bedside of an ailing elderly member of St. Peter Parish in Steelton – a Slovenian parish then in 1983.
The woman was in her 90s and spoke no English.
Deacon Grella arrived at her room, unsure of what to say or how to communicate with her.
Then the words came to him: “Češčena Si Marija” – a Slovenian hymn to the Blessed Mother.
He leaned close to the woman and sang the tune in her ear, and soon a smile spread across her face.
Later, when Deacon Grella left the hospital, he realized that his vocation was truly a gift from God.
“I remember thinking, ‘How could anybody not know that song in my mind was the work of the Holy Spirit?’” he recounted.
“I quickly realized that my ministry was because of God’s grace.”

DEACONS: Living Icons of Christ the Servant
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Deacon Grella, who now serves at
Prince of Peace Parish in Steelton,
is one of a number of deacons in the
Diocese of Harrisburg celebrating the
30th and 35th anniversaries of their ordination this year, and pausing to reflect on their order as “a living icon of
Christ the Servant within the Church”
(Basic Norms for the Formation of
Permanent Deacons).
“Deacon” comes from the Greek
word diakonos, meaning “servant” or
“minister.”
The ancient Church had established
the permanent order of deacons as
those who tended to the economic,
social and spiritual welfare of the
people.
The Second Vatican Council (19621965) reestablished the permanent
diaconate as “a driving force for the
Church’s service or diakonia toward
the local Christian communities, and
as a sign or sacrament of the Lord
Christ himself, who ‘came not to be
served but to serve’” (Pope Paul VI,
apostolic letter on the diaconate, Ad
Pascendum).
In the spring of 1968, the bishops of
the United States petitioned the Holy
See for permission to establish the
permanent diaconate, and Pope Paul
VI affirmed the request.
Bishop Joseph Daley instituted the
permanent diaconate in the Diocese
of Harrisburg in 1972, setting out
with a committee to recruit candidates
for the first class of human, spiritual,
theological and pastoral formation.
Although a complete understanding of the diaconate was not yet fully realized and the men entering the
program had no previous pioneers to
look to, dozens of candidates applied
to the first formation program.
Among them was Richard Wentzel
of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Lebanon, who had discerned the priesthood earlier in life.
“I prayed and thought about the
diaconate long and hard before applying,” he said. “I didn’t want it to be a
substitute for the priesthood for me.
But, in the process of training, reading, praying and discerning, I began
to understand that this was a totally
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Deacon Michael Grella visits parishioner Virginia Zuvich at her home in Steelton, where he brings her Holy Communion.
“He puts everybody at ease when he visits. Every prayer he says when he visits is very meaningful. He is a very holy man,”
Ms. Zuvich said.

different vocation.”
His wife Shirley gave her full support, and the Wentzels balanced the
formation program while raising their
children; their third child was born
just a few months after ordination in
1978.
“The Church has always been so
much a part of who he is,” Mrs. Wentzel said of her husband and her support of his vocation. “Even when we
were dating, we would go to Mass
together. He was always active in
the Church and teaching in Catholic
school, so his entering the formation
program seemed to be just another
step in his work for the Church.”
Fran Gorman was also accepted
into the first formation class. He said
he thought he would “give it a try” after seeing a notice in the bulletin at
Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill
and receiving encouragement from
his pastor, Msgr. Vincent Smith.

“I had no idea what I was getting
into, so I asked Msgr. Smith, ‘What
exactly does a deacon do?’ And he
said to me, ‘Well, I do know that you
would be a good one,’” Deacon Gorman recalled with a laugh.
He found support too from his wife,
Alice, who was confident that he
could fulfill the role.
“I really pushed him to do it,” Mrs.
Gorman said. “We grew up together,
and I always saw the kind and caring
person he was outside of the Church,
so why not do it for the Church?”
The formation program was intense.
Applicants were interviewed and
tested on their aptitude and their writing abilities. From there, those who
were accepted attended classes twice
a week in the evenings, all day every
Saturday and one Sunday a month for
a few years.
Throughout the process, their wives
were at their side.

From the outset, the diocese stressed
the importance of the wives’ support
of their husbands’ entrance into the
program and eventual ordination.
“Without her ‘Yes,’ I wouldn’t have
become a deacon,” Deacon Catalino
Gonzalez said of his wife, Antonia.
“It was one of the main things the
program stressed. You are a husband
and a father first. You have to balance
family, your job and your work in the
Church,” said Deacon Gonzalez, who
serves at Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
York.
He was entering his 30s when he
entered the formation program, and
he and his wife welcomed two of their
four children into the world during
that time.
“It was tough sometimes to balance family and the classes – and
later ministry – but I figured that if the
More DEACONS, page 8
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Lord wanted me to become a deacon,
he was going to give me the grace to
do it,” Deacon Gonzalez said.
As the formation program unfolded, the wives were encouraged to attend the classes, Masses and retreats
with their husbands. Even babysitting
services were provided from time to
time.
“I think it was good that the diocese involved the wives,” said Kathleen Grella, whose husband, Michael,
entered the diaconate through the
diocese’s second program. “We knew
what they were studying, what was
expected of them.”
“The support from the wives was
critical and reassuring,” Deacon Grella remarked. “We had a sense that
they were learning with us.”
Alice Gorman attended as many of
the classes as possible.
“After a few weeks, you could see
that we were all learning more about
the faith,” she said.
“Sometimes it was a sacrifice because of the time commitment, but I
knew I had to support Fran if he was
going to be a deacon,” Mrs. Gorman
continued. “He wasn’t going to be the
deacon that I knew he could be if I
didn’t give him all of my support. It
was his vocation, but I attended the
classes and absorbed as much as I
could.”
The 42 men in that first program
were ordained by Bishop Joseph Daley at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg in June 1978. A second class of

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Deacon Fran Gorman prays with a patient at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill. In his ministry in pastoral care, he visits 30-40
patients a day, and is regularly on call for the Intensive Care Unit.

28 was ordained by Bishop William
Keeler in June 1983. They were sent
to minister in parishes, schools, prisons, hospitals and other places where
they would give Christ-like service to
the Church and her people.
Ministries of a Deacon
In an address to deacons of the

United States in 1987, Blessed John
Paul II remarked that their ministry
“is the Church’s service sacramentalized.”
Their service in the Church’s Ministry of the Word, the Liturgy and Charity are “inseparably joined together in
one reality [that] shows the important

Who Is a Deacon?
A deacon is a minister in the Catholic Church, ordained as a sacramental sign of Christ in the world. His ordination
constitutes him as a sacred minister and member of the Church’s hierarchy with a distinct identity that marks him as
neither lay person nor priest, but as a member of the clergy ordained to service in communion with the bishop and the
priests. Through his ordination and his ministry, the deacon is called, like Christ, “to serve and not to be served.”

What Does a Deacon Do?
As ministers of the Word, the deacon provides catechetical instruction, religious formation for those preparing to
receive the sacraments, counseling and spiritual direction. In the Ministry of the Liturgy, he serves at Mass by proclaiming the Gospel, preaching the homily, offering the General Intercessions, assisting with the preparation of the gifts and
distributing Holy Communion. In other liturgical roles, the deacon may perform baptisms, witness marriages and preside over funerals and burials. In the Ministry of Charity, the deacon expresses the needs of the community, works for
justice and offers charity to the poor.

Why Do Some Deacons Become Priests?
The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) reestablished the diaconate as a permanent order of ministry in the Church.
While seminarians studying for the priesthood are ordained deacons prior to their ordination to the priesthood, there are
some 18,000 deacons in the United States ministering permanently in this order. There is no difference in the ministry
of “transitional” and “permanent” deacons.

Can Deacons Marry?
When the Second Vatican Council restored the permanent diaconate, it decreed that the order would be open to married men over the age of 35. A married man may be ordained a permanent deacon, however, if his wife should die, he
cannot marry again without special permission. A single deacon is expected to remain celibate for the rest of his life.

Is a Deacon Ordained for a Parish or a Diocese?
Deacons are ordained to serve the Church, and therefore are assigned by the diocesan bishop to where they are most
needed. This can include parishes, schools, hospitals or prisons.
(Information gleaned from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org, and the National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States.)

nature of the ministry which is yours
by ordination,” the pope told them.
In the Ministry of the Word, the
deacon provides catechetical instruction, religious formation for those
preparing to receive the sacraments,
counseling and spiritual direction.
In the Ministry of the Liturgy, he
serves at Mass by proclaiming the
Gospel, preaching the homily, offering the General Intercessions, assisting with the preparation of the gifts
and distributing Holy Communion. In
other liturgical roles, the deacon may
perform baptisms, witness marriages
and preside over funerals and burials.
In the Ministry of Charity, the deacon expresses the needs of the community, works for justice and offers
charity to the poor.
The Ministry of Charity is integral
to the Ministry of the Word and the
Ministry of the Liturgy, as noted in
the Directory for the Ministry and
Life for Permanent Deacons.
“The three contexts of the diaconal
ministry…represent a unity in service
at the level of Divine Revelation: the
Ministry of the Word leads to ministry at the altar, which in turn prompts
the transformation of life by the liturgy, resulting in charity.”
Church documents at the time of
the restoration of the permanent diaconate and the many disciplines and
directories written in the past three
decades give clear direction regarding
the ministry of the deacon. Yet, when
the diocese’s diaconate class of 1978
set out to serve the Church and her
people, there was still some uncertainty about the new order of clergy,
though they were readily embraced
by the people.
“In the early years, we had to battle
our way through what the diaconate
meant to ourselves personally and
what it meant to a community in the
diocese,” said Deacon Richard Wentzel.
“The parishioners generally didn’t
More DEACONS, page 9
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have an idea of what a deacon was
about. They knew we weren’t priests,
but they knew we were no longer laymen either,” he said.
Even upon the ordination of the
diocese’s second group of permanent
deacons five years after the first group,
the practicality of the diaconate had
yet to be fully grasped, noted Deacon
Michael Grella, who was ordained in
1983. Only with time and ministry did
that understanding evolve.
Deacon Wentzel recalls the foresight of the late Father John Greaney,
who told him in those early days,
‘Your greatest contribution will be
that you are going to help forge a
meaning of what the diaconate is for
the next generation.”
“I laughed when he said that, but,
looking back, his words were true,”
Deacon Wentzel said. “We have
walked the path of what it means to
be a deacon, ministering and working
in and through the Church.”
Living Icons of Christ
Deacon Catalino Gonzalez, in his
assignment at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Parish in
York, is engaged in every aspect of
the Hispanic community.
With 400 registered families of
Hispanic background and a growing Hispanic population in York, he
visits homes, facilitates the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults process,
meets with families during the death
of loved ones, conducts a Charismatic
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In his office at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon, Deacon Richard Wentzel meets with local parishioners Jim and Debbie Todd. In his 35 years of service to the Lebanon community, Deacon Wentzel has ministered in the
parish and at St. Mary’s School and Lebanon Catholic High School.

prayer group and offers counsel.
“I have no one specific focus in my
ministry,” Deacon Gonzalez said.
“Where the need is, that’s where Deacon Catalino is.”
He pursued the permanent diaconate at the urging of a priest, and because of his prior involvement in the

Deacon Fran Gorman and his wife Alice stand in the courtyard at Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill, where he serves in pastoral care – in addition to his ministry at
Good Shepherd Parish – and where she works in the gift shop.

Church with the Cursillo movement
and the Legion of Mary.
The formation classes didn’t come
without a challenge to Deacon Gonzalez, whose primary language is
Spanish. Yet, he recognized the need
for Spanish-speaking deacons in the
burgeoning Hispanic community.
“In ministering to the Hispanic people, we are involved wherever there
is a need, and we have to know their
different cultures as well,” he said.
Every few years, he travels to a
conference for deacons who serve the
Hispanic communities. It’s part of his
continuing formation.
“To me, what I do is service. What I
do is not work,” he said. “If someone
calls me at three or four in the morning, I get out of bed and go to them
because they need me.
“A deacon is a servant, and we are
called to be servants like Christ,” he
added.
Deacon Fran Gorman imitates
Jesus Christ, and another man with
those same initials: Johnny Carson.
“Carson would always open his
show with a joke, and that’s how I
start my homilies,” said Deacon Gorman, who serves at Good Shepherd
Parish in Camp Hill and in pastoral
care at Holy Spirit Hospital.
He is a people person, and has a
knack for putting them at ease, making them smile, or getting them to
open up about their troubles.
In the early days after his ordination
in 1978, he visited the sick and people
in nursing homes. Then he spent time
as chaplain at the Harrisburg State
Hospital, which cared for more than
600 patients with mental health needs.
When the State Hospital closed, he
was asked by Holy Spirit Hospital
administration to work there in pastoral care. It’s a ministry he happily
provides, along with the home visits,
baptismal preparation classes and liturgical ministry he offers at Good
Shepherd.
“People ask me why I don’t retire.

I love what I’m doing,” said Deacon
Gorman, who visits 30-40 hospital
patients a day, and is regularly on call
with the Intensive Care Unit.
“The patients appreciate your presence, because you never want to feel
like you’re alone when you’re in the
hospital,” he said.
“Sometimes I’ll come in even when
I’m not on call,” he noted. “Ultimately, we are ordained to serve the people at their convenience, not ours. If
someone is in need, I don’t ask them
if they can wait until tomorrow. If
someone calls, I will come.”
Deacon Richard Wentzel, like
most of his fellow deacons, has worn
many hats in his 35 years of service: on the staff at Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
Lebanon, as teacher at the former St.
Mary’s School and later as teacher
and principal at Lebanon Catholic
High School, and as a Boy Scout
leader, active member of the Knights
of Columbus, assessor for the diocesan Tribunal, and chaplain for one of
Lebanon’s fire companies.
“I’ve had a uniquely rich experience in ministry,” he said. “As I look
back on my ministry and consider the
disappointment I felt in not being accepted as a candidate for priesthood,
I realize that this is what God wanted
me to do, and it unfolded when he
wanted it to.”
His wife, Shirley, said she feels
blessed to have watched his ministry
unfold.
“Initially, I thought his role as a
deacon would just be liturgically, but
there have been so many stepping
stones to everything he does today –
performing marriages and baptisms,
counseling people, presiding at funerals.”
“He is so well thought of as a deacon,” Mrs. Wentzel remarked. “Seeing the connections he has made with
people makes me realize the difference one person can make for a large
More DEACONS, page 10
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Permanent Deacon
Ministry Growing;
Almost 15,000
Active in United States
From the United States Council of Catholic Bishops
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On an afternoon at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in York, Deacon
Catalino Gonzalez stops to talk with Mollie Luginski, the parish’s Director of Religious Education.
“Whenever there is a need in the parish, Deacon Catalino is there. We are blessed to have him
here. He builds bridges between the English- and Spanish-speaking communities,” said Ms.
Luginski.

Deacons
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amount of people.”
The joy of bringing Christ to people is a
blessing Deacon Wentzel receives every day.
“This ministry is a vocation. It’s not something you turn off and turn on,” he said.
“Whether you are at home, in the parish or
in public, you are always a deacon. It’s just
like how I am married, even though I’m not
always in the presence of my wife, or how I
am a father, but not always in the presence of
my children.”
“As a deacon, we are always witnessing by
our lives,” he said.
Deacon Michael Grella entered the diocese’s second diaconate formation class
shortly after moving to the diocese from West
Virginia with his wife, Kathleen, and their
children.
He had been in seminary earlier in life, and
though he left, the desire to do something for
the Church had always stayed with him.
“It’s clear that God’s grace led me to the
diaconate,” he said.
His first assignment was at the former St.
Peter Parish in Steelton. Following the parish
mergers in 1995, he continued his ministry in
Steelton at Prince of Peace.
In parish ministry, Deacon Grella has facilitated the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults, taught classes for marriage and bap-

tismal preparation, visited the sick and met
with bereaved families to arrange funerals.
In 2006, then-Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
appointed Deacon Grella as the Director of
Formation for the permanent diaconate program upon its re-institution in the diocese –
the first since the class of 1983.
“That offer from Bishop Rhoades became
such an incredible gift, though I had an initial
fear of taking on something like that,” Deacon Grella said. “I had a very definite ministry to the men in formation.”
During the four years of formation classes,
“there was a very powerful sense of the Holy
Spirit at work,” Deacon Grella said. “We had
a much better understanding of what the diaconate is, who we are to be, and what we are
called to do, and the men went through that
same kind of self discovery.”
The 23 deacons from the diocese’s third
class were ordained in May 2010. Deacon
Grella has since returned to parish ministry.
He often thinks back to the day, 30 years
ago, when he sang the Slovenian hymn to the
elderly woman in the hospital.
“When I think of what deacons mean to the
Church, I think of the response of the people,” he said.
“They are a real aid in helping us realize
that Christ uses us as his instruments,” he
said. “They call us to fidelity to what we were
ordained to do as servants in the Church.”

Deacon Catalino Gonzalez and his wife Antonia give honor to a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe inside the front doors of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in York,
where Deacon Gonzalez ministers to the Hispanic community.

The number of permanent deacons in the United States
continues to increase, according to a national survey recently released by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB).
The Georgetown University-based Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) conducted the survey of
193 of the 195 U.S. dioceses last spring. This marks the seventh CARA survey of the permanent diaconate, an ancient
ministry reinstituted by the Second Vatican Council.
The bishops began to ordain permanent deacons for the
United States in the early seventies. The ministry emphasizes roles in liturgy, preaching and service. Currently there
are more than 18,000 deacons, about 3,000 of them retired.
The most recent survey found that the largest numbers
of deacons were reported by the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston (414), Diocese of Trenton, New Jersey (383),
Archdiocese of Los Angeles (344) and Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut (300).
Considering Catholic population in an area, the Latinrite diocese with the highest concentration of permanent
deacons is Fairbanks, Alaska, with 482 Catholics to every
deacon. Other high concentrations are found in Lexington,
Ky., 657 Catholics for each permanent deacon; Amarillo,
Texas, 773 Catholics per deacon; and Rapid City, S.D., 803
Catholics per deacon.
Ninety-three percent of active deacons are currently
married; four percent are widowers, and two percent never
married.
“The statistics are encouraging,” said Archbishop Robert
J. Carlson, chair of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Clergy,
Consecrated Life and Vocations. “But they also alert us to
the fact many of the deacons will soon reach retirement age.
This suggests a need for bishops to recruit a greater number
of men to join the ranks of the permanent diaconate.”
Ninety-five percent of active deacons are at least 50
years old. About a quarter are in their fifties; 43 percent are
in their sixties; and 25 percent are 70 or older. Almost 90
percent of dioceses have a minimum age for deacon candidacy and half have a mandatory retirement age. In the U.S.
the minimum age for ordination to the permanent deaconate is 35. The average minimum age for acceptance into a
diaconate program is 33. Thirteen percent of dioceses have
a mandatory retirement age of 70. Eighty percent mandate
retirement at 75.
Seventy-eight percent of active deacons are white. Fifteen
percent are Hispanic or Latino, three percent are African
American and three percent are Asian.
Many permanent deacons hold jobs outside of the ministry in such areas as sales, law or other work. An estimated
21 percent of active permanent deacons are also compensated for ministry. Some serve in full-time ministry, for example in parishes or diocesan positions. Others are compensated for hospital or prison ministry. A small percentage of
deacons are entrusted with full-time pastoral care of a parish
and others work in a social services agency.
Almost 30 percent of permanent deacons hold a graduate degree, about two-thirds of them in a field not related to
the diaconate. Three in ten (31 percent) have a bachelor’s
degree as their highest level of education. Almost 20 percent
have some college education and another fifth have a high
school degree. Eighty-five percent of deacons are required
to undergo post-ordination formation. The median number
of hours is 20 per year. About 74 percent of dioceses also
provide formation opportunities for wives of deacons.
The full report and additional information on permanent
deacons can be found at www.usccb.org/diaconate.
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‘Cooking Priest’ Offers
Encore Performance at Catholic
Charities’ Annual Fund-Raiser

Providing Help,
Creating Hope
Christopher Meehan

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Stirring up a concoction of practical advice, theology and comedy
– while wielding a skillet full of
bacon, butternut squash and pasta
– Father Leo Patalinghug returned
to the diocese Nov. 26 to share
his culinary expertise and recipes
for strong marriages during the
eighth annual Come and See Dinner hosted by Catholic Charities.
A priest of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, where he serves at Our
Lady of the Fields Parish in Millersville, Md., Father Patalinghug
is the host and founder of Grace
Before Meals, an apostolate that
aims to strengthen families around
the dinner table.
Author of “Grace Before Meals”
and host of the EWTN show “Savoring Our Faith,” the priest offered insights into his newest
book, “Spicing Up Married Life,”
while offering a cooking demonstration during the Come and See
dinner at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg.
The idea for the latest book –
which spans from “love at first
sight” to “until death do us part”
– came to him through prayer, he
said.
“The prayer was simple. If you
really want to strengthen family
life, you have to begin with the
first link: mom and dad,” Father
Patalinghug said.
“The institution of marriage is
under a lot of suspect. It’s in the
midst of being redefined in our
Catholic faith and in our world,”
he said. “I’m not here to say who
can love someone or who can
commit to someone. My argument
is, if we had better marriages, we
wouldn’t want to redefine it.”
Marriage, he said, should be the
union of three people: man, woman and God.
“Take God out of any relationship, and you have something
that’s going to look like marriage,
but isn’t,” he remarked.
He asked the married couples in
attendance to recall the day they
first met.
“Was it love at first sight?” he
asked. “If it was love at first sight
when you first saw your spouse,
then you saw more than a pretty
face. You saw the presence of God
in them.”
“If God is love, then you see
God in that person and you’re going to give God to that person,”
he added. “If all you give is human love, it’s going to get old, it’s
going to get fat and it’s going to
get wrinkly. But if you give God’s
love, it’s ever ancient, and at the
same time, ever new.”
Father Patalinghug said society should look at marriage
through the logic of God, instead
of through the logic of sociology,
where television shows like “Divorce Court” and “Bridezillas”

Continuing the
Works of Mercy

By Chris Meehan
Special to The Witness

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“Catholic Charities works so that families know they have the support
they need to do their jobs as moms and dads, which is one of the hardest jobs ever,” Father Leo Patalinghug said during the annual Come and
See Dinner to benefit Catholic Charities’ Homes for Healing. The priest
offered insights into family life while giving a cooking demonstration for
dinner attendees. “Catholic Charities wants to let families know that our
family of the Catholic Church is here to help them.”

seem to offer society’s definition
of marriage.
“We have to look at what God
says about marriage. That’s why
I do what I do. We have to bring
God back, and encourage couples
to have conversations, and to
make sure that God is part those
conversations,” he said.
“We need to get people to turn
back to the dinner table,” and remind each other “of the great gift
of food that God has given to us,”
Father Patalinghug remarked.
“Our objective with Grace Before Meals is to make sure that
our children are being fed – body,
mind and soul. But all too often,
we are confused about what to
eat because we have bought into
a fast food mentality, which says,
‘I’m too busy to spend time with
people I love,’” he said.
“If you don’t get together and
just dine, there are forces that will
pull your love apart,” he offered.
“How, then, can we become one in
our family if mom and dad aren’t
one in their love for each other?”
The annual dinner is a major
fund-raiser for Catholic Charities’
Homes for Healing, which are located at the St. Samuel Center in
Harrisburg.
The Interfaith Shelter for Home-

less Families is the only program
of its kind providing help and
creating hope for homeless families in Dauphin, Cumberland and
Perry counties. Services include
assistance in finding and securing permanent housing; a supply
of food, clothing and baby items;
and case management to address
issues that perpetuate poverty and
homelessness.
Lourdeshouse Maternity Home
provides specialized, comprehensive maternity care and residential services to women and their
babies. Services include childbirth education, parenting classes,
transportation to medical appointments, and assistance in securing
housing and employment.
Evergreen House is a specialized residence providing a safe,
secure and nurturing environment for women in recovery from
addiction. The program assists
residents in attaining long-term
recovery, locating stable housing
and participating in job-readiness
training and/or education.
(Learn more about Catholic
Charities’ Homes for Healing at
www.cchbg.org. For additional
information on Father Leo Patalinghug and his ministry, visit
www.gracebeforemeals.com.)

The 2012-2013 year was
full of great excitement as
well as great loss. Two specific events immediately come to mind. In March,
I (along with millions of others around the world)
watched the white smoke coming from Rome
when Pope Francis was introduced. A week later,
I vividly remember Bishop Joseph McFadden
speaking at our Soup, Salad and Sermon Lenten
Luncheon about the new Holy Father’s message
of helping the poor. It was an affirmation of the
work we do at Catholic Charities each day.
Less than two months later, in May, I shared
the grief of many when Bishop McFadden suddenly passed away. Seven months later, it is still
hard for me to believe. But even though Bishop
McFadden is gone, I know and I appreciate how
supportive he was of Catholic Charities.
For more than 74 years, our agency has been
one of the leading human service organizations
in South Central Pennsylvania. It is with great
pride that we “Provide Help and Create Hope”
for those in need. We serve all who come to us
for help, regardless of age, race, religion or ability to pay.
The 2013-2014 year marks 75 years of service
for our local agency. As a national organization,
Catholic Charities USA has been around for over
100 years. Our staff likes to say that we will be
here for at least 75 more years. I certainly hope
that is true.
But there are challenges. The cost of the services we provide far exceeds the amount of reimbursements we receive from government funding
sources. When government agencies are developing their annual budgets, social services are often
the first to be cut. In addition, many of the clients
we serve do not have the means to pay for our
services. However, no one is ever denied help because of finances.
Our staff continues to work diligently, and our
agency continues to be grateful recipients of the
support and generosity of many individuals. The
reality is that neither is sufficient to meet the
needs of all who are coming to us seeking assistance. In short, we need your help in order to
continue these works of mercy.
I ask that you prayerfully remember those less
fortunate. While many of us are blessed with
good health, loving families, a warm home,
steady employment and the like, others are faced
with illness, dysfunctional families, homelessness, unemployment and other challenges. Our
organization remains committed to doing everything we can to address these challenges.
I also ask that you continue to support the work
of Catholic Charities. This Christmas season,
please consider making a donation to help make a
difference. With your assistance, Catholic Charities will continue to provide help and create hope
for those in need – just as we have for nearly 75
years.
For more information about Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg, please visit
our website, www.cchbg.org. I wish you a Merry
Christmas and God’s blessings for 2014.
(Chris Meehan is the Director of Development
for Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg.)
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The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle:
Lillian Meade.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Irene E. Ewashko, Mary Emma
Yohey; St. Joseph: Christine “Tina”
DeFinis.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Ann
C. Kurelja.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
James Albert, Elizabeth Bangs, John
Ford, Viola Thompson.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Joseph Messinger, Bernadette
Sevast, Ellis “Fred” Shaffer.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Catherine “Jim” Devine.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Frank Kempf, Emmanuel
Paul, Albert Schaffhauser, Steve
Tobias.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Louisa Burton, Patrick
Downey, Barbara Hebel.
QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of
Siena: Jim Angeline, Helen McKelvey,
Jim Moores, Mary Urbano.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X: Dr.
John Marlette, Virginia Mull.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew: Dora
Smyjewski.
WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart
of Jesus: Joanna Stahl.

DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Paul
Zedack.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes:
David W. Long.
FAIRFIELD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Jo Creighton.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Anna Staub.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Earl Woodward.
LANCASTER – St. Anne: John H.
Meck.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Patricia R.
“Pattie” Colgan.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph:
Bernard J. Britt, Ruth Kilhofer.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Veronica Barnoski, Lenda
Fischer.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in December
during the past 25 years:
Father Stephen Rolko, 1993
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011.

New Freedom Parishioners
Contemplate Our Lady of Guadalupe
on Pilgrimage with Retired Pastor
By Tracy Noll
Special to The Witness
On a cloudy Saturday morning this fall, a group of parishioners from St.
John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom gathered to begin our pilgrimage
to Mexico. We stood in a circle as our new administrator, Father Joshua
Brommer, blessed us and our journey. Among the pilgrims stood our former
pastor, Father Sylvan Capitani, who is a few months into his retirement.
This trip was in honor of Father Capitani’s retirement and more than three
decades of his service to our parish. Deacon Michael Solomon organized the
trip, which included visits to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the
Shrine of Blessed Miguel Pro, the Shrine of Our Lady of Ocotlan and the
Shrine of San Miguel del Milagro, just to name a few.
One of the many highlights of our pilgrimage was the Mass celebrated
by Father Capitani in a private chapel on the mezzanine level overlooking
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The chapel was in the middle of
the Basilica and in direct sight of the treasure which all come to see: Juan
Diego’s tilma. As Mass was being celebrated on the ground floor in Spanish,
our Mass was celebrated by our beloved priest.
It is an interesting contrast to be in a foreign city, in this case Mexico City,
which has 20 million residents. It is easy to feel very small and swallowed
up by the overwhelming assault on the senses by all the people and unfamiliar massive buildings. Amidst this setting, there we were, in a small chapel
with our very familiar priest and fellow parishioners.
As the Year of Faith wound down, I couldn’t help but to contemplate the
timeless messages from Our Lady of Guadalupe. One of the messages is
centered on the sanctity of life. Centuries have gone by since this apparition, and yet the pro-life message is still very relevant. The apparitions and
miracles resulted in the conversion of nine million indigenous people, once
pagans, to Catholicism. The act of human sacrifice was outlawed and life
was pronounced as sacred. Our Lady showed the people that Jesus’ death
was the only sacrifice of life that mankind would need. In recent years, the
Church’s pro-life imagery includes Our Lady of Guadalupe and refers to her
as the “Protectress of the Unborn.” The respect life message is relevant in
so many aspects of our human experience with others. It applies to how we
care for the elderly, the disabled, the poor, the disenfranchised, and so on. In
a nutshell, respecting life encompasses how we love thy neighbor.
It was beautiful to witness how Mexico venerates its Mother. It is not unusual to see people crawling across the plaza slowly as they pray their way
to one of the many entrances. The Blessed Mother loved them all before
they even knew her. Prior to the apparition in 1531, only a few thousand
indigenous were baptized Catholic by the Spanish missionary priests.
After a wonderful Italian dinner in Father Capitani’s honor, atop an
outdoor terrace overlooking San Miguel de Allende, our group shared its
thoughts on the pilgrimage. We all felt so blessed to be able to visit so many
sanctified places and offer prayers for our families, friends, parish, diocese
and our beloved Catholic Church.
Many on the pilgrimage have known Father Capitani for nearly his entire
tenure at our parish. I felt it was divinely fitting to celebrate his retirement in
this manner. As the Blessed Mother is always pointing to the cross and leading people to Jesus, reminding of repentance, love and prayer, so has Father
Capitani’s life and priesthood.
(Tracy Noll is a parishioner at St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom.)

Catholic Daughters of the
Americas Announce Education Contest
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas announces
the Catholic Daughters of the Americas 2014 National Education Contest for youth
in grades 4-12. Entrants can choose from two themes: “Jesus Loves Us. How Do We
Spread That Love?” or “How Do I Promote Peace in the World?”
For details of contest rules and awards, visit www.catholicdaughters.org, scroll
down the page to frequent downloads, and under contests, select Education Contest
Forms. Court Queen of Peace #1023, Lancaster, in Diocese of Harrisburg will be
sponsoring entries at the local level. First place winners will compete at the state
level. Pennsylvania winners will compete at the national level. Local entries must be
postmarked or received no later than Feb. 15, 2014.
On the form, entrants should include Queen of Peace #1023 in Lancaster as the
sponsoring court, as well as the name, address and phone number of the Education
Chairperson: Margaret T. Giordano, 1530 Hollywood Drive, Lancaster PA, 17601,
717-390-9035.
The Catholic Daughters of the Americas is the largest organization of Catholic
women in the Americas and was founded in 1903. The organization was originally
called the Daughters of Isabella and was started by the Knights of Columbus. Nationally, the organization is involved in numerous programs including Smile Train,
Catholic Relief Services, Morality in Media, Mother Teresa, and Project Handclasp.
The local chapter was founded in 1926. The Lancaster court is involved in the local
community in various ways, including providing bingo at Conestoga View Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, books for school children in distressed schools, baby
items for A Woman’s Concern, and spiritual retreats for Catholic women. Their most
important project is the education competition, for which students in grades 4-12
from throughout the diocese submit essays, poems, art, computer art, photography,
and music.
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Events & Fund-Raisers
Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Conewago has a
new Saturday evening Mass time. Saturday evening Mass will be
celebrated at 5:30 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for Children
will take place every Tuesday in Advent from 4-5 p.m. in the lower
church at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster. Children of all ages
and abilities are welcome. If you have the gift of music or want
to volunteer, or if you want to learn about starting the program in
your parish, contact Patricia Wang, catechist, at 717-396-0635 or
mrswang113@gmail.com.
The following liturgical services for the Croatian Catholic community will be celebrated by the Rev.
Dubravko Turalijia at Prince of Peace—Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church in Steelton (717-985-1330): Confessions will
be heard Dec. 7 at 10 a.m. Christmas Midnight Mass will also be
celebrated, featuring traditional Croatian Christmas carols with
tamburica accompaniment. After Mass, a social with traditional refreshments will be held in the gym of the parish center, celebrating
the Croatian heritage and faith. Everyone is invited. The blessing
of homes will take place Dec. 23 from 1-9 p.m., Dec. 24 from 8
a.m.-9 p.m., Dec. 26 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m., and Dec. 27 from 9 a.m.7 p.m. To schedule a blessing, call Ivo Fisic at 717-602-2691 or
717-652-3970.
An interreligious candlelight service for those who
have experienced the loss of a loved one, friend or family member
to suicide will be held Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. at the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in Conewago. Light refreshments will be served in
the parish hall following the service.
St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey will participate in
the National Night of Prayer for Life Dec. 8 from 9 p.m.-1 p.m. The
purpose is to unite our prayers with Catholics throughout the country in an effort to help bring the world back to Christ, to bring about
an end to abortion and establish a culture of life in our country.
Recently, the theme has expanded to include the preservation of
liberty and protection of the faith in America. The hours are chosen
to coincide with Our Lady of Guadalupe’s appearance to St. Juan
Diego. Join us for an hour or more before the Blessed Sacrament. For information, call Mary at 717-533-4846 or visit www.
nationalnightofprayerforlife.org.
The Diocesan Office of Respect Life Activities
invites you to spend an hour with Our Lord and with Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Eucharistic Adoration Dec. 12 at the Cardinal Keeler
Center in Harrisburg. Mass is at noon, followed by Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament at 12:40 p.m., and the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration concludes at 3:30 p.m., followed
by refreshments. RSVP to Joy Crimmins at 717-657-4804, ext. 293
or jcrimmins@hbgdiocese.org.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by
Father Walter Sempko Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labourè
Church in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard in English and
Polish after Mass.
Italian Mass for the Christmas Season, La Santa
Messa per le Feste Natalizie, will be celebrated Dec. 29 at
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg. Father Joshua Brommer will be the celebrant. The Italian Mass Committee will provide
a reception after Mass in the social hall. For more information,
contact Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420 or Maria DiSanto at 717554-5698.

Education, Enrichment & Support
Spanish-speaking members of the diocese are
invited to a presentation on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Dec. 12, from 9-11 a.m. “Virgen de Guadalupe: El Poder de la Vida
sobre la Muerte” will be presented in Spanish, with Maria Mullen
at St Joseph Church in York. Childcare available in the St. Francis/
St. Clare meeting rooms. A free-will offering will be accepted. For
more information, contact Maria Mullen at mosi06@comcast.net.
A program on college financial aid will be presented
Dec. 12 from 6:30-8 p.m. at York Catholic High School. Learn
about all aspects of financial aid, including state and federal
grants, loans, work-study and scholarships. Parents and students
who have not yet had the experience of completing the state and
federal financial aid forms will find the information extremely valuable. Register by calling 717-846-8871, ext. 43.
West Shore Parish Young Adults will gather Dec. 13
at 7 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg for
Advent Vespers and a movie night. The movie will be “A Man for
All Seasons,” a film about the life of St. Thomas More. The group,
for young adults between high school graduate and 30-something,
gathers at various Catholic parishes in the Mechanicsburg/Camp
Hill/New Cumberland/Enola area for faith and community building.
For information, contact mcreaveyseas@gmail.com or visit facebook.com/groups/westshoreparishyoungadults.
Theology on Tap Harrisburg will hold its next gathering Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m. at Ceoltas in Harrisburg. This month’s
gathering will be a Christmas social to spend time with friends.
Theology on Tap is a program for young adults ages 21-39 to
explore the faith while enjoying an evening of food and drinks.
For more information, and to RSVP, go to the Theology on TapHarrisburg group on Facebook, or visit www.stjosephmech.org/
adult-education/theology-on-tap.
Theology on Tap in Lancaster will hold its next gathering Dec. 18 at Lancaster Brewing Company. Deacon Jeff Baylor of
St. Peter Parish in Columbia will speak on the role of angels in the
salvation and Christmas story, the attributes of angels, guardian
angels and fallen angels. The gathering begins with a Happy Half
Hour at 7 p.m., followed the speaker and a Q&A session at 7:30
p.m. For more information on this ministry for young adults, visit
www.totlancaster.com.

Jody Cole will be conducting two icon writing
workshops this winter: Tuesdays beginning Jan. 7 at St.
Joseph’s in Mechanicsburg and Thursdays beginning Jan. 16 at
St. Patrick’s in Carlisle. Each class will meet from 6-9 p.m. for a
maximum of 10 weeks. The total cost is $140. The icons being
written are a detail of Jesus and John from the Last Supper, or
Our Lady of Sorrows. More information is available by contacting
Jody at 717-919-8791 or jcoleicons@aol.com.
All Girl Scouts, Daisy through Ambassador, are invited
to spend the day learning about St. Elizabeth and how she kept
her faith in God. The workshop will take place Jan. 11 at Holy
Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill, from 1-5 p.m. (Reconciliation and Mass
at 4 p.m.). Registration must be postmarked by Dec. 14. Find
additional details and a registration form on the diocesan website
under Youth.

Retreats & Pilgrimages
Join Father Kenneth Smith as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus from March 29–April 8, 2014. The scriptures will
come alive on this Lenten journey to the roots of our faith. Tour
includes: daily Mass at holy sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in first class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three
nights in Tiberias, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee), breakfast
and dinner daily, land transportation by deluxe motorcoach,
roundtrip motorcoach transportation from Abbottstown to Newark,
roundtrip airfare from Newark to Tel Aviv on nonstop flights with
United Airlines, and more, for $3,459 per person/double occupancy. For complete details on this pilgrimage, contact George’s
International Tours, (800) 566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com,
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com, or Immaculate Conception Parish Abbottstown at 717-259-0611. There will be an informational meeting Dec. 8 at 12:30 p.m. in the church social hall.
Canonization Pilgrimage – Join Father Louis Ogden
and parishioners and friends of St. Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg, for a pilgrimage to Rome for the canonization of Popes
John XXIII and John Paul II in April, 2014. For information, call St.
Joseph parish office at 717-766-9433 or contact Monica Malpezzi
at mmalpezzi@aol.com or 717-697-8368. Registration is timesensitive, so inquire as soon as possible.
A pilgrimage to Italy to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Trinity High School in Camp Hill will be held
June 12-20, 2014. Travel will include visits to Venice, Florence,
Assisi and Rome, including attendance at the Papal Audience at
St. Peter’s. The price of the tour is $3,998 and includes roundtrip
transportation from Trinity High School to Kennedy Airport, including all taxes, sightseeing fees, accommodations and breakfast
and dinner daily. For further information, or to receive a brochure
and application, visit www.thsrocks.us or contact Janet Quigley,
Director of Development, at jquigley@thsrocks.us or call 717-7612228. A deposit of $300 is requested before Dec. 31.

Christmas Bazaars
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove,
30th annual Christmas bazaar, Dec. 7 from 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch served, also homemade soup and pies. Stop
by to shop more than 30 crafters and vendors. For more information, call Lisa Weaver at 717-747-5720.
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown, Christmas cookie walk and white elephant sale sponsored by the
Women’s Guild, Dec. 7 in the church social hall from 9 a.m.-noon,
or while supplies last. Purchase an empty container for $9 and fill
it with your choice from a wide variety of homemade Christmas
cookies. Homemade candies will also be for sale, and there
will be a white elephant table selling lovely handmade gifts and
assorted Christmas items. Doors open at 8 a.m. Free coffee. For
directions or more information about the Cookie walk, contact
Shirley Baade at 717-436-2373.
St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Summit, annual
Christmas Mart sponsored by the Women’s Society, Dec. 7 from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. in the parish hall on Monterey Lane. Handcrafted live
wreaths and arrangements, crafts, baked goods and raffle items
as well as lunch will be available. A religious articles sale will be
held in conjunction with the Mart as well as following the weekend
Masses (4:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 11 a.m. on Sunday).
Grave blankets for $35 must be preordered. For questions or preorders, call Faith Ulzheimer at 301-241-4955.
St. Philip the Apostle Women’s Auxiliary in
Millersville, Christmas craft show, Dec. 7 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in
the parish gym and classrooms. More than 50 crafters, used book
sale by the Lancaster Friends of the Library, kitchen open for
sandwiches, soups, snacks and baked items.
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, Christmas
Fest, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. St. Nicholas, silent
auction, raffle, bingo, food and baked goods, entertainment,
children’s games, face painting, Christmas crafts, religious items,
18-inch doll clothes, jewelry, accessories, cosmetics, candles,
cross-stitch, kitchen and glassware. For more information, contact
Valerie Spangler at vjdspn@verizon.net or 717-790-9172.
St. Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown, Advent
Festival, Dec. 7 and 8. Saturday from noon-4:30 p.m. features a
Christmas market, bake sale, alternative gift giving, craft vendors
and wine sales. Saturday from 5:30-8 p.m. includes a pasta
dinner, wine sales and tasting, musical entertainment featuring
Women at the Well, alternative gift giving and craft vendors.
Sunday, after 9:15 and 11 a.m. Masses, includes coffee, donuts,
alternative gift giving and vendors, pictures with St. Nicholas and
children’s crafts. Free admission and activities. Donations accepted, and will benefit youth ministries.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown, Christmas bazaar, Dec. 14 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish social hall. Breakfast and lunch will be available for purchase.

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in Harrisburg
is selling homemade nut rolls, perohi and kielbasa Dec. 14 from
9 a.m.-noon. The nut rolls come in three different fillings: walnut,
apricot and poppy seed and sell for $10. Kielbasa and perohi will
also be available. The perohi are sold frozen by the dozen for
$5.50. Fillings are potato and cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune
and farmers cheese. For more information, visit www.stannbyz.org
or call 717-652-1415.
The Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish in Williamstown is sponsoring a Basket
of Cheer Christmas Raffle. First prize is an assortment of alcoholic
beverages and snacks. Second prize is a wine basket with snacks
and an Olive Garden gift card. Third prize is a margarita basket
and snacks. Fourth prize is a gift card to a local distributor. Donation is $2 per ticket. Tickets can be obtained by contacting Anne at
717-647-9182 or Dawn at 717-647-9124.
A multicultural luncheon will take place at St. Leo the
Great School in Rohrerstown Dec. 6 from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Each
year, third-grade students select a country on which they give a
presentation while dressing as that country’s natives to enforce
the concept of the universal Church. The public is invited to attend.
York Catholic High School will hold its Christmas
concert Dec. 8 at 5:30 p.m. Instruments and voices come together
to celebrate the season and share the sounds of holiday spirit.
Admission is free. Children under 5 are free. Registration includes
a Santa hat and shirt. Prizes will be awarded to the top male
and female runners. For information, or to register, visit www.
bishopmcdevitt.org.
Lebanon Catholic School will hold its annual Christmas
program Dec. 11 at 1 and 7 p.m. Add a special holiday sparkle to
your holidays by enjoying the sounds of the Christmas season!
Lancaster Catholic High School Fine & Performing
Arts Department will present “A Classical guitar Christmas” Dec.
13 at 7:30 p.m. as part of its concert and lecture series. The
performance will feature Don Peris on guitar.
Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg will
host its “Santa 5K Run” Dec. 14 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. A one-mile
walk will be held at noon. The family event will take place on a
course through the school campus. Registration is $35 for adults
and $20 after Dec. 2. Visit www.bishopmcdevitt.org for details.
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas will host a membership
potluck Dec. 15 at 12:45 p.m. at St. Philip the Apostle Parish in
Millersville. All Catholic women are invited to attend. This event
will provide the opportunity to learn more about the organization.
For information, call Dr. Rita Smith-Wade-El at 717-203-3441.
Ring in the holidays with music from the last five decades
at Trinity High School’s Christmas Concert Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. in
the school auditorium. Bring the kids to visit Santa while enjoying
festive refreshments.
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will be
presented Dec. 15 at 4 p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg
as part of the Music Under the Dome series. The Cathedral Choir,
the Diocesan Schola Cantorum, the Bishop McDevitt Concert
Choir and other invited singers from the diocese will perform, accompanied by the Cathedral Sinfonia under the baton of Nicholas
Basehore. A requested donation of $10 may be offered at the
door.
St. Leo the Great School in Rohrerstown will hold
its Christmas Concert Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. Students in grades K-8
will present the concert to proclaim the Good News and the Christmas spirit. The audience will be invited to join in singing carols.
Catholic Singles Ministry New Year’s Eve Party:
All Catholic singles ages 30-59 are welcome to join the ministry
group, supported by St. Joseph Parish in Danville, for a New
Year’s Eve party at Front Street Station in Northumberland.
Purchase tickets early, space is limited. Dinner begins at 7 p.m.
Deluxe buffet and party is $45 per person. A special hotel package
is also available for $75 and includes buffet, “Into The Spin” dance
party, accommodations at The Econo Lodge & Suites and round
trip transfers from motel to Front Street Station. Cost for “Into the
Spin Party” at 9 p.m. only is $25 per person. For more information,
contact Shelly Emery at 570-441-2209. Look for Catholic Singles
Ministry on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/catholicsinglesministry.

Parishes & Organizations
St. Richard Parish in Manheim is seeking a CRE/
DRE. If interested, send a résumé to St. Richard Church, 201
Adele Ave., Manheim, PA 17545, Attn: Father Menei.
St. Margaret Mary Flea Market has everything you’re
looking for on your Christmas list. We are filled to the brim with
holiday decor, jewelry, books, clothing and shoes, furniture, and
many other items. Our shop is located at 2821 Herr Street, Harrisburg, across from the school parking lot, lower level of Youth
Center. We will be open Dec. 7 from 8 a.m.-noon and Dec. 19
from 3-7 p.m. Donations accepted during all sale days and every
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m.-noon (except Christmas and New
Year’s Day). For information, call Elizabeth at 717-329-4123.
Shining Light Thrift Shop, a clothing ministry of the
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg, urgently needs
men’s clothing (jeans, pants, sweaters, shoes, belts, coats, etc.)
and blankets. The shop is located at 1310 N. 3rd Street, across
from the Broad Street Market. If you cannot find parking out front,
please drive around to the back of the shop and call us to open
the door. The number is 717-234-2436.
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High Court to Hear Two Cases on
HHS Mandate; Declines Employer Case
Catholic News Service
The U.S. Supreme Court agreed Nov. 26 to take
up two cases that challenge provisions of the Affordable Care Act requiring employers to provide
contraceptive coverage on behalf of for-profit companies whose owners object to the mandate for religious reasons.
On Dec. 2, the court announced it had declined
to hear the appeal of Liberty University of the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling that the Christian university must adhere to the health care law’s
employer mandate. When the Supreme Court ruled
on the constitutionality of parts of the health care
law in 2012, it didn’t address the employer mandate
to provide coverage.
Probably in March, the court will take up the cases of Hobby Lobby, an Oklahoma-based, family-run
arts-and-crafts chain, and Conestoga Wood Specialties, a Pennsylvania family-run company that makes
cabinets.
The cases will be combined for the arguments. A
decision is likely by late June.
At issue in both cases will be First Amendment arguments that a federal requirement that the owners
of the companies provide insurance coverage they
morally oppose violates the owners’ Free Exercise
rights as well as their rights under a 1993 law, the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act.
In the Liberty University case, which the court
without comment declined to consider, the institution argued the mandate for employers to provide
government-defined health insurance violates the
school’s rights, and the individual rights of employees.
The law requires all employers – with 50 or more
workers – to provide health insurance. This is the
second unsuccessful attempt to challenge the mandate in the Supreme Court. Other cases are still
working through lower courts. The deadline for the
requirement to take effect has been postponed until Jan. 1, 2015. It was to have taken effect Jan. 1,
2014, but the deadline was delayed to give employers more time to adjust.
In a Nov. 26 statement, Archbishop William E.
Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, was pleased with the court’s decision
to take up the private employer cases.
His statement said the review “highlights the importance of this conflict between the federal government and people seeking to practice their faith in
daily life.”

“We pray that the Supreme Court will find that
the Constitution and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act protect everyone’s right to religious
freedom. We are encouraged by the advances in the
lower federal courts so far in cases involving family-owned companies as well as nonprofit religious
organizations.”
In Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby Stores, the Green
family won a ruling by the 10th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals that said their Hobby Lobby chain of
more than 500 stores and Mardel, a chain of 35
Christian bookstores, could proceed with seeking
an injunction protecting the companies from meeting parts of the contraceptive mandate issued by the
Department of Health and Human Services as part
of the health care law.
Both the Justice Department and the Greens asked
the Supreme Court to review the case.
The government requires most employers’ health
plans to include free coverage of contraceptives,
sterilizations and some abortion-inducing drugs.
The Greens say they object to that part of the Affordable Care Act’s employer mandate requiring
they provide emergency contraceptive coverage –
such as the morning-after pill or Plan B – saying
that violates their religious freedom. The family has
no moral objection to covering “preventive contraceptives” and will continue to cover those for employees, they have said.
The court agreeing to hear their case is “a major
step for the Greens and their family businesses in
an important fight for Americans’ religious liberty,”
said Kyle Duncan, general counsel of the Becket
Fund for Religious Liberty and lead lawyer for
Hobby Lobby.
“We are hopeful that the Supreme Court will
clarify once and for all that religious freedom in
our country should be protected for family business
owners like the Greens,” he said in a statement.
In a statement on the Hobby Lobby case issued by
the press secretary’s office, the White House said it
doesn’t comment on specifics of any case pending
before the high court, but “as a general matter” it
said the HHS mandate is designed to “ensure that
health care decisions are made between a woman
and her doctor.”
President Barack Obama “believes that no one,
including the government or for-profit corporations,
should be able to dictate those decisions to women,”
it said. The administration said it has already taken
steps to “to ensure no church or similar religious
institution” is forced to provide contraception coverage and allow women, not “corporate CEOS,” to

Masses in Sign Language
The Diocese of Harrisburg is
committed to providing communication access to persons who are
deaf and who use sign language.
The following parishes provide
regularly interpreted Masses:
• Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick,
Harrisburg, every Sunday at 9:30
a.m. Mass is signed by Father
Thomas Rozman, pastor. Confessions are heard in ASL by appointment.
• Divine Redeemer Parish, Mount
Carmel, second Sunday of the
month at 10:30 a.m.
• St. John Neumann Parish, Lancaster, first Sunday of the month at
9 a.m.
Other parishes that provide interpreted Masses as available/needed
are:
• St. Joseph Parish, York,
contact Teresa Gladfelter at
laxnp9@yahoo.com.

• St. Theresa Parish, New Cumberland, contact Sharon Thomas at
shamas@comcast.net.
• St. Bernard Parish, New Bloomfield, contact Judy Rich at
jcjarich@embarqmail.com.
• St. Peter Parish, Elizabethtown,
contact LeeAnn Riegler at
annlee29@comcast.net.
• St. Patrick Parish, Carlisle, contact Jennifer McLaughlin at
mcdottie01@yahoo.com.
• Northern/Northumberland
Deaneries, contact Cindi Brown at
cindi@cbrownasl.com.
For information about the services and ministries of the Diocesan
Office of Ministry with People with
Disabilities, contact Ginny Duncan,
director, at 717-657-4804 or
vduncan@hbgdiocese.org.

make their own health decisions.
The second case, Conestoga Wood Specialties v.
Sebelius, is an appeal by the Hahn family, the Mennonite owners, of a 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling that they had to comply with the contraceptive coverage requirement. The circuit court
ruled that as a for-profit, secular corporation, Conestoga Wood and its owners are not protected by the
Free Exercise clause of the First Amendment.
In its petition for the Supreme Court to review
its case, Conestoga Wood argued that the 3rd Circuit’s decision conflicts with rulings by other circuit
courts that recognized religious rights of for-profit
corporations.
The 1993 law, known as RFRA, says that the government “shall not substantially burden a person’s
exercise of religion unless that burden is the least restrictive means to further a compelling governmental interest.” The legal question raised in the case is
whether RFRA protects a for-profit company from
having to provide a benefit to which employees are
entitled under federal law but to which the owners
have religious objections.
The companies also raised the Free Exercise
clause as a defense in arguing the mandate infringes
on the employers’ right to be free from government
interference with their religious beliefs. The argument cites the Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens
United that found a corporate free speech right to
participate in the political process through campaign contributions.
The HHS mandate includes an exemption for
some religious employers that fit its criteria and has
an accommodation for others allowing some employers to use a third-party to provide the contraceptive coverage they find objectionable, but Catholic
entities that have brought the lawsuits say the accommodation still does not solve their problem over
being involved in providing coverage they reject for
moral reasons.
The mandate does not include a conscience clause
for employers who object to such coverage on moral
grounds.
Neither of the Supreme Court’s orders lists from
the Nov. 26 conference made reference to a fourth
employer challenge of the health care law, Autocam
v. Sebelius. The case was on the list for review at
the same conference as the Hobby Lobby, Conestoga Wood and Liberty University appeals.
Cases the court accepted were announced Nov.
26. Those it denied were announced Dec. 2. Sometimes the court will hold a petition until other cases
that deal with the same legal issues are decided.

Sacred Heart Parish in Cornwall
to Host Screening of Mary of Nazareth
A screening of Mary of
Nazareth, a motion picture on the life of Mary,
mother of Christ, is being hosted by Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish in
Cornwall this Advent.
The movie will be
shown at the Allen Theatre on Main Street in
Annville Dec. 15 at 1:30
p.m. Tickets are $5 if
purchased after weekend Masses at Sacred
Heart; $6 at the theatre.
Mary of Nazareth follows the life of Mary
from her childhood
through the Resurrection of Jesus. The movie captures Mary’s faith and trust
in God, shows her compassionate humanity and concern for others, and underscores her role in God’s plan for the salvation of man.
The screenings in theaters are made possible through Ignatius Press
and Carmel Communications. For more information about the film, visit
www.maryfilm.com. For additional information on the Dec. 15 screening
hosted by Sacred Heart, contact the parish at 717-273-1574.
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Crusaders
Crush
Barons
for
District
Title
Left: Quarterback Nick Marsillo steps up in
the pocket.
Right: Running back Andre Robinson
cracks the 2,000-yard mark.
Below: Captains Steve Marrazzo, Jr., and
Mike Perloski hoisted the hardware after
the Crusaders won their fourth district title
in a row and their 11th overall.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

F

ew schools in Pennsylvania can boast of more success on the football field than the Barons of Manheim
Central. Winners of a state championship and 16 Class
AAA District 3 championships, it once was that the road
to winning the district title meant tangling with the Barons
and their super successful head coach, Mike Williams. But
these days, to win anything in Class AAA, a team must
beat the Crusaders of Bishop McDevitt.
Behind the explosive running of junior running back Andre Robinson, who scampered for nearly 300 yards and
now more than 2,000 for the season, the Crusaders blew
out the Barons, 48-7, in a game that was supposed to be a
game. While the Barons were undermanned by the injury
bug somewhat, it’s hard to believe that even at 100% the
Barons could match the speed and quickness that is team
juggernaut McDevitt.
Quarterback Nick Marsillo, also a junior, was spot-on in
the passing game, throwing for 200 yards and two touchdowns while completing 12 of 15 bullets. And while it’s
the playmakers that make McDevitt roll, up front these
Crusaders are very good. It takes time to be able to throw,
and it takes push to be able to run. In the trenches, the Crusaders seem sturdy.
One should also not forget that the Barons’ legendary
run game – a unit that amassed nearly 400 yards a week
earlier against Cocalico – was all but shut down by the
Crusaders on a perfectly calm but cold night at Hersheypark Stadium.
The win marks McDevitt’s fourth straight Class AAA
championship, and it sets up its usual state semifinal clash
against Erie Cathedral Prep and then Archbishop Wood in
the final on Dec. 13 again, if things play out.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Fighting Irish Give Rollers a Battle
Irish running back Jack Burnside
draws four Roller tacklers.

Quarterback Hakeem Kinard is
sacked by a Steel-High linebacker.
ROBERT J. CHADDERDON, ELBE PHOTOGRAPHY

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

F

or a time at Hersheypark Stadium, the Fighting Irish of York Catholic looked like they
were relishing the role of the underdog against the
Steel-High Rollers in the District 3 Class A football
final on a brisk Saturday, Nov. 23.
With three first-half turnovers, the Rollers did

their part to keep the Irish in the game as the teams
were knotted 7-7 in the second quarter. But eventually, the speed of Steel-High’s backfield wore down
the Irish defense as the Rollers scored 19 unanswered points in the second stanza to pull away for
good after a pick six made the score 26-7.
The Irish only managed 41 yards on the ground
on 29 carries and threw the ball for only 26 yards
on 25 throws, proving that the Rollers’ defense is

not only stout up front, but quick on the edges. Never could the Irish sustain possession as they were
forced to punt 11 times.
But give credit to the Fighting Irish, who held
the Rollers scoreless in the wind-blown second half
and played a very good team tough throughout. The
Irish finished the solid year at 8-4, and bringing
home a district silver medal is a testament to their
mettle.
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Pope Venerates St. Peter’s Relics,
Urges People to Focus on Christ

CNS/STEFANO RELLANDINI, REUTERS

People gather in St. Peter’s Square as Pope Francis venerates the relics of St. Peter the Apostle during Mass at the Vatican Nov. 24.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

P

ope Francis closed the
Year of Faith by calling
on people to keep Christ at the
center of their lives, especially
in times of trouble.
“When Jesus is at the center,
light shines even the darkest
moments of our lives; he gives
us hope,” he said in his homily
Nov. 24, the Feast of Christ the
King.
The closing Mass in St. Peter’s Square also saw, for the
first time, the exposition for
public veneration of bones believed to be those of St. Peter.
The apostle is believed to have
been martyred on a hill overlooking St. Peter’s Square and
buried in a tomb now located
two levels below the main altar
of St. Peter’s Basilica.
Eight bone fragments, each
two to three centimeters long,
were nestled in an open bronze
reliquary displayed to the side
of the altar.
During the ceremony, the
pope – the 265th successor of
Peter – held the closed reliquary for several minutes in
silent prayer while choirs sang
the Nicene Creed in Latin.
The bones, which were discovered during excavations of
the necropolis under St. Peter’s
Basilica in the 1940s, are kept
in the pope’s private chapel
but had never been displayed
in public.
While no pope has ever declared the bones to be authentic, Pope Paul VI said in 1968
that the “relics” of St. Peter
had been “identified in a way
which we can hold to be convincing.”
Pope Francis began his homily by thanking retired Pope
Benedict XVI for establishing
the Year of Faith, calling it a

“providential initiative” that
gave Christians “the opportunity to rediscover the beauty of
the journey of faith begun on
the day of our baptism.”
The pope then greeted patriarchs and archbishops of
the Eastern Catholic churches,
who were in Rome for a meeting, and extended those greetings to all Christians living in
the Holy Land, Syria and the
East, wishing “them the gift of
peace and harmony.”
He expressed his appreciation for their fidelity to Christ,
which comes “often at a high
price.”
In his homily, the pope focused on “the centrality of
Christ” and how the faithful
are expected to recognize and
accept “the centrality of Jesus
Christ in our thoughts, words
and works.”
“When this center is lost,
because it is replaced with

something else, only harm can
result for everything around us
and for ourselves,” he said.
Reflecting on the day’s Gospel reading of the good thief,
who was crucified alongside
Jesus, repents and asks Jesus
to remember him in paradise,
the pope said Jesus responds to
the man with forgiveness, “not
condemnation.”
“Whenever anyone finds the
courage to ask for this forgiveness, the Lord does not let such
a petition go unheard.”
The pope said everyone
should ask the Lord to remember them because “each one
of us has a history,” has made
mistakes and sinned as well as
experienced happy times and
sad.
People need to say, “‘Jesus,
remember me because I want
to be good, I have the desire
to become good, but I don’t
have the strength. I can’t, I’m

a sinner,’” the pope said. In
response, “the Lord always
grants more than what he has
been asked.”
With an estimated 60,000
people gathered in the square
for the Mass, a special collection was taken up for victims
of Super Typhoon Haiyan in
the Philippines.
At the end of the Mass and
before reciting the Angelus prayer at noon, the pope
formally presented his first
apostolic exhortation to representatives of the Church
community, including bishops,
seminarians, catechists, Catholic journalists and a woman
with a visual impairment, who
received her copy as an audio
file on a CD-ROM.
The document on evangelization, titled Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel”),
was released to the public Nov.
26.

CNS/STEFANO RELLANDINI, REUTERS

The relics of St. Peter the Apostle are pictured on the altar before Pope Francis celebrates Mass
in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Nov. 24. The bone fragments, which were discovered during
excavations of the necropolis under St. Peter’s Basilica in the 1940s, are kept in the pope’s private
chapel but had never been displayed in public.

In a Nov. 25 meeting with
people who volunteered their
time and efforts to organize
and promote Year of Faith activities, Pope Francis said, “the
faith is the cornerstone of the
Christian experience because
it drives the choices and actions of our daily life.”
“Faith in Christ is able to
warm hearts, truly becoming
the driving force of the new
evangelization,” he said.
A faith “lived deeply and
with conviction” spreads the
proclamation of the Gospel far
and wide, but “apostolic courage” also is needed to reach
people where they are, especially in very difficult places.
Before closing the Year of
Faith, Pope Francis presided
Nov. 23 over the Rite of Acceptance, marking the moment
when some 500 men and women, from 47 countries, inquiring about the Catholic faith
formally became catechumens
preparing for baptism at Easter.
During a Liturgy of the Word
in St. Peter’s Basilica, the pope
told the adult catechumens that
it is always God who initiates
relationships with people and
that he patiently and perseveringly waits for a response. “He
never draws away from us, but
has the patience to wait for
the favorable moment to meet
each of us.”
Believing “is walking with
Jesus. It’s a journey that lasts
a lifetime,” Pope Francis told
the catechumens. “Obviously,
in this journey there will be
moments when we feel tired
and confused. However, faith
gives us the certainty of the
constant presence of Jesus in
every situation, including the
most painful and difficult to
understand.”

