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‘It’s Nice to Know
that You’re Not the
Only One Discerning’

Y

oung women escaped
the noise, busyness
and stress of life to listen to
God’s plan for them during
the diocese’s tenth annual
Fiat Days retreat at Mount
St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., last month.
“It’s nice to know that
you’re not the only one
discerning what you’re
meant to do in life,” said
participant Emily Baker.
“Fiat Days is a safe place to
express how you feel about
discernment because you’re
with people who have the
same questions and are in
the same spot.”
The retreatants shared
time together with religious Sisters from a dozen
different congregations,
participating in Holy Mass,
learning various forms of
prayer, taking walks to the
nearby Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes, hearing discernment talks, learning about
the sacraments and the
congregations’ individual
Charisms, and enjoying
meals, games and camraderie.
Fiat Days illustrated the
joy of religious life, and of
following God’s path.
See pages 8 and 9 for
coverage.
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Several Fiat Days participants reflect on the Crucifixion of Christ, in this scene at the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes.

Convocation in Orlando Called ‘a Journey’ for U.S. Church
By Laura Dodson
Catholic News Service

Bishop John G. Noonan of Orlando, host of the
convocation, joked that when New York Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan, an event chairman, “called me
five years ago to tell me he’d like to come to Orlando in July – he didn’t tell me how many he had
invited!”
“Welcome as we celebrate the joy of the Gospel!” Bishop Noonan told the delegates.
“All the good, dedicated, committed lay faithful present truly touched me,” Bishop Burns said
in an interview for Catholic News Service, “especially knowing that they are the Catholic leaders
in their dioceses and Catholic organizations.”
“It was powerful to see them engaged in conversation on how we can be missionary disciples,”
he said. “In addition, seeing the authentic faith of
every person on stage and how they shared it so
honestly. It was incarnational – we definitely encountered the word made flesh.”
Stanz, who is a wife and the mother of three
young children, was impressed by the numbers of
Catholics, especially the young people who were
CNS/BOB ROLLER
all hearing the message personally and realizing,
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori carries a monstrance
“I can do this!”
under a canopy as he leads a Eucharistic procession during
“There was the transformative message that
the “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel

Theirs was a monumental responsibility: shepherding lay leaders, cardinals, archbishops, bishops, religious, deacons, musicians, event staff and
a legion of volunteers at the historic “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in
America” July 1–4 in Orlando.
“This convocation is a journey, and there will be
three of us here to guide you through the next four
days,” said Bishop Edward J. Burns of Dallas, one
of the event’s emcees.
The consistent presence – on stage and off – of
Bishop Burns, along with emcee Julianne Stanz,
director of new evangelization for the Diocese of
Green Bay, Wisconsin, and moderator Gloria Purvis, co-host of “Morning Glory” on EWTN Radio,
kept the entire program flowing smoothly despite
any behind-the-scenes hiccups.
Sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the convocation brought together more
than 3,100 lay and religious leaders from 160 dioceses and 185 national organizations. They gathered to explore the current challenges and strengths
of the Church and its evangelization efforts.
in America” July 3 in Orlando, Fla.

More CONVOCATION, page 6

Young People, the Church Wants to Hear from You!
In advance of the 2018 Synod on young people, both the Vatican and the Diocese of Harrisburg
are conducting separate surveys of youth and young adults.
Share your voice at www.hbgdiocese.org/synod2018 and read about the Synod and the surveys
on page 3.
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An Affirmation of the Sacrament of Marriage
M

ore than 100 married couples who are celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary this
year were held as models of the
affirmation of marriage during a
special Mass celebrated by Bishop
Ronald Gainer on July 9.
The Mass is an annual event
hosted by the Diocesan Office of
Family and Respect Life Ministries, the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women and
the Senior Adult Ministry. It was
celebrated at Good Shepherd
Church in Camp Hill. Family
members of the golden anniversary couples also attended.
During the Mass, Bishop Gainer
blessed the couples, who stood
and re-recited their wedding vows.
Each couple received a certificate
from the diocese signed by the
bishop to honor their 50 years of
marriage, and a reception featured
a slideshow of the couples’ wedding photos from 1967 and their
current photos synchronized to
popular music from the year they
were married.
For more information and
resources on marriage and family
ministry, visit the Marriage and
Family page at www.
hbgdiocese.org

Workshop for Parish Archivists,
Historians and Administrative Staff
Saturday, September 9 from 9 a.m.-noon
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
The Archives Department of the Diocese of Harrisburg is very pleased
once again to host this event.
The 2017 workshop is designed to provide fun, new ways to learn, and
offer practical tips to help you preserve and protect your parish archives.
The $15 registration fee includes all materials, light refreshments and a
box lunch.
If you would like to attend the workshop, please complete the registration form on the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org/
archivesworkshop and return no later than September 1.
We encourage you to continue making a positive difference in your
parishes, and please do not hesitate to contact the Diocesan Archivist,
Michael Yurich, at 717-657-4804, ext. 214, if you have any questions.

Spouses face one another as they re-recite
their wedding vows during the diocese’s
annual Mass to recognize those celebrating
their 50th anniversary. Family members
joined the couples in the celebration.
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Are you called to be a Spiritual Guide?
The Diocese of Harrisburg
Formation for the Ministry of Spiritual Direction
is accepting applications from those individuals who
may be called to be a “true servant of the living
tradition of prayer.” (CCC 2690)

This three year program of formation is designed for adults experienced in
the spiritual life who are seeking to discern this call and to deepen “the
gifts of wisdom, faith, and discernment” (CCC 2690) given by the Spirit
for this ministry, as well as the necessary
For more information: qualities, presence, and interpersonal
skills.
Please contact:
Sr. Geralyn Schmidt, SCC Formation sessions will meet monthly
at the Cardinal Keeler Center,
srgschmidt@hbgdiocese.org Harrisburg, PA.
717.685.4168
Candidates should contact
Applications due by
September 25, 2017

Prepare for Life
Choose a school for your child that will prepare them for more than just the next grade.
Catholic Schools educate the Whole Child. We strive to educate each student in mind, body and spirit.
We believe that every child is a gift from God. We work with parents to unlock
amazing potential of every student.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Each school can work with parents on
need-based and merit-based opportunities available to help to reduce tuition costs.
Catholic Schools are accredited and have a proven record of academic excellence.
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School and are offered over $40 million
in college scholarships.

Learn More at a Catholic School Near You!
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804

their pastors for applications
and other pertinent materials.
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Vatican, Diocese Want to Hear from Young People
about their Engagement with the Church
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The Catholic Church wants to hear candidly from
youth and young adults about their engagement with the
faith, ahead of a Synod next fall on young people and
the faith.
“Synod 2018 on Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment” will commence next October, and
the Vatican has released a questionnaire to elicit responses that will be incorporated into a working document for the international gathering of bishops.
At the Synod, the assembly of bishops from around
the world will discuss how the Catholic Church can better support young people on their faith journey.
In preparation, Pope Francis is asking young people
ages 16-29 to tell him about their engagement within the
Church, via a survey.
The Vatican survey can be found via a link at
www.hbgdiocese.org/synod2018.

“The Church wishes to listen to your voice, your sensitivities and your faith; even your doubts and criticism,”
Pope Francis said in a letter to young people earlier this
year. “Make your voice heard, let it resonate in communities and let it be heard by your shepherds of souls.”
A Synod is an assembly of bishops from around the
world who assist the Holy Father by providing counsel
on important questions facing the Church in a manner
that preserves the Church’s teaching and strengthens her
internal discipline.
In focusing on young people, faith and vocational discernment at next year’s Synod, the Church has elected
to examine how she can lead young people to recognize
and accept the call to the fullness of life and love, and
to ask young people to help her in identifying the most
effective ways of announcing the Good News.
In conjunction with the 2018 Synod and the Vatican
survey, the Diocese of Harrisburg is also undertaking
surveys of youth and young adults ages 15-39, and is
encouraging those who identify as Catholics, as well as

those who do not, to participate in the online questionnaires it has prepared.
There is a survey for youth ages 15-18, and a separate
survey for young adults ages 19-39.
Links to the diocesan surveys can be found at
www.hbgdiocese.org/synod2018.
The diocesan surveys will be open until Sept. 15,
2017.
The results will be used to answer questions of the
Synod of Bishops and to better serve youth and young
adults within the diocese.
“I am very hopeful that the youth and young adults
will take the three or four minutes to use the survey to
give the Church feedback,” said Rob Williams, Director
of the Diocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, who helped to prepare the local surveys.
“Their responses will help Bishop Ronald Gainer
to shape what happens locally, and eventually also be
shared with the pope and the bishops of the world,” he
said.

Save the Date for
LARC Gatherings
Annual Lutheran-Anglican-Roman
Catholic (LARC) Vespers
Sunday, October 22 at 4 p.m. • United Lutheran
Seminary Gettysburg Campus Chapel

Annual LARC Day of Dialogue
Monday, October 23, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
• Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
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Representatives of the Pennsylvania State Council of the Knights of Columbus recently presented a check
in the amount of $2,228.60 to the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Seminarian Fund. Pictured from left with the
ceremonial check are Michael Yakubick, State Youth/Squires Director; Wayne Freet, Vice Supreme
Master; Bishop Ronald Gainer, Paul Sharum, State Secretary; and Gerald Krall, Former State Advocate.

Beginning Experience
Program to Offer Weekend for
Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse
The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are a Church-approved program designed
for those suffering the loss of a spouse through
death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of
persons have been helped to move
towards successful, productive,
happy lives by attending one of
these weekends.
The Beginning Experience Team for the Diocese
of Harrisburg has booked Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience Weekend on
Nov. 10-12, 2017.
The weekend is led by persons who have lost a
spouse through death or divorce, and are trained
in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization.
The following is a testimonial of a person who
has attended the weekend:

“I can tell you that my encounter with the
Beginning Experience weekend has brought me
greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong friends who I quickly grew to
love and lean on. If you or someone
you know is suffering the isolation
and pain that can accompany the
loss of a spouse or marriage,
I encourage you to seriously consider attending the
Beginning Experience weekend.”
Beginning Experience is the Church at work
to provide help, healing and spiritual restoration.
Visit the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.
org, and go to Marriage and Family, or visit www.
beginningexperience.org to learn more. Information can also be obtained by contacting the
Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team: Julie at
717-379-0800, or Eva at 717-495-9586.

These events will take
special note of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation, as well as our
progress on the path to
Christian unity. The
speaker for the Day
of Dialogue will be
Bishop Emeritus
Donald J. McCoid,
who had a key role
in creating the document
“Declaration on the Way:
Church, Ministry and
Eucharist,” which summarizes
Lutheran-Catholic dialogue since 1965.
Additional information for registration will be
forthcoming; watch the diocesan website at www.
hbgdiocese.org and upcoming editions of The
Catholic Witness.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
• August 9 – Celebrate Mass for Serra
Club, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg,
5:30 p.m.
• August 13 – Celebrate Mass and bless
new addition, St. Joseph Parish, Hanover,
10:30 a.m.; Concelebrate Mass for Bishop
William Waltersheid’s 25th Anniversary of
Ordination to the Priesthood, Prince of
Peace-Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Church, Steelton, 3 p.m.
• August 15 – Celebrate Mass at Camp
Kirchenwald, Colebrook, 10 a.m.
• August 20 – Celebrate Mass and bless
new windows, St. Pius X Church,
Selinsgrove, 11 a.m.
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The Power of ‘As’
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Recently, Bishop Ronald Gainer spoke to the elementary and high school
students in our diocese in an address that marked the end of the school year.
Quoting author G.K. Chesterton, “I am astonished at the
lack of astonishment,” the bishop remarked that a large part
of education contains a sense of astonishment or wonder. God has made
Thoughts
us creatures of wonder. We can wonfrom a Catholic
der about God’s creation, about ourEvangelist
selves and about every other person.
Sister Geralyn
As I thought about the message that
Schmidt, SCC
the bishop gave to our school children, I came across a quote by American fiction writer Jonathan Carroll, “To live immersed in
wonder means both the unknown and the thrilling surround you, as in a great
love affair.”1 (The emphasis is mine)
That little word, “as,” in the statement above, joins the notion of the unknown with the thrill in an action of loving in a truly unique way. This reminds me of the statement in the Lord’s Prayer: “forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Do we normally wonder about this
tiny word that connects two different concepts?
If we look to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (2842-2844) we are reminded that Jesus sometimes taught using corresponding ideas. “You, therefore, must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48); “Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful (Lk. 6:26); “A new commandment
I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you
also love one another.” (Jn. 13:34).
What’s going on here? There is a relationship between what virtues, ideas
and attitudes reside in the depths of our heart and the ability for us to experience the personal love of God. It is only through the workings of the Holy
Spirit who, with our cooperation, gives us the strength to battle against pride,
selfishness, laziness, greed, anger, jealously, and insatiability. When we work
with him to eliminate what is not of God within our hearts, we actually begin
to “put on” the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:16) As we do that, we can forgive
like Christ who has truly forgiven us. We can show mercy like Christ!
The Catechism puts it this way: “… the love that loves to the end become(s)
a living reality. … In the depths of the heart ... everything is bound and
loosed. It is not in our power not to feel or forget an offense; but the heart that
offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the
memory by transforming the hurt into intercession. … Only hearts attuned
to God’s compassion can receive the gift of prayer. Forgiveness also bears
witness that, in our world, love is stronger than sin.”
The tiny word “as” reminds us to open our heart to God’s forgiveness so
that we can enflesh it to the world today. Such a tiny thing but such a powerful and life changing action!
So what’s your response to this idea? Awe? Wonder?
1
https://www.mindpodnetwork.com/sense-wonder/
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for
Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through
her presentations, she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has
called them to be.)
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State Budget Round
Up for 2017-2018
By A.B. Hill
Special to The Witness
Governor Tom Wolf announced his decision to let the General Assembly’s $32
billion FY 2017-2018 spending plan become law without his signature, despite the
legislature’s unresolved negotiations for the revenue to back it up. The governor
said he hopes that lawmakers “will come together to pass a responsible solution to
balance our books.”
The legislature is considering different revenue options including borrowing
from other dedicated funds and expanding gambling, but holding the line on sales
and personal income taxes. They must find a way to close the $2.2 billion gap.
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) and the Pennsylvania Catholic
Health Association (PCHA) tracks many elements of the budget debate, especially
those line items that help families and assist the poor.
Education
Thanks to a strong expression of grassroots support, many more students could
get scholarships to attend the school of their choice next year. The number of tax
credits available for the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program in
the spending plan will increase by $20 million. The companion program, Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credits (OSTC), which gives the same kind of scholarships
to students who live in underperforming school districts, remained the same with
no cuts. When the legislature passes the school code bill, the increased tax credits
will be authorized.
The tax credit scholarships have been an investment that has paid dividends
for students seeking a Catholic or other private education in Pennsylvania. Every
Catholic school in all corners of this great Commonwealth benefits from the EITC
or OSTC programs.
Each year, more than 40,000 families get a scholarship that permits the parents
to send their children to a school that best meets their needs. It gives these families
a true choice in the right educational path for their children.
Social Concerns
The state constitution requires the state and local governments to provide for the
health, safety, and welfare of citizens, especially the poor such as “mothers having
dependent children and aged persons without adequate means of support.” (PA
Constitution, Article III, §29)
Funding for these human services was cut in some areas, but for the most part it
was kept at the same level as last year. Catholic charities and social service agencies often partner with local governments to deliver these services to people in
need. For example, local crisis pregnancy centers administer the state’s alternative
to abortion program, that supports women through their pregnancy and up to the
first year of their child’s life. This state funded program has helped thousands of
mothers choose life for their babies.
Health Care
Line items that fund Pennsylvania’s obstetrical/neonatal services, burn and trauma centers, and critical access hospitals remained the same; this is welcome news
to PCHA and the Hospital & Health System Association of PA (HAP). The overall
impact of the state budget on health care can be complicated. Questions about
Medicaid and health care access for the poor remain unanswered as the debate in
Washington, D.C., continues.
The PCC and PCHA track and monitor many bills and proposed regulations in
addition to the state budget. Stay up to date on all issues by visiting www.pacatholic.org, or lend your voice to the debate by sending a message through the Catholic
Advocacy Network.
(The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference is the public affairs agency of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-todate with Catholic news and issues at www.pacatholic.org, www.facebook.com/
pacatholic, and www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)

Diocese of
Harrisburg Youth
Protection Program
To report suspected
abuse of a minor, call
the toll free PA Child
Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected
abuse of a minor by
a Church official,
employee or
volunteer, also please
call the diocesan
toll free hotline:
1-800-626-1608
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The Spirituality of Trekking Spain on the Camino de Santiago
route, such as the Camino Ingles (the
English Way), is less than 75 miles long.
There are over 15 routes that, if apThis past June, a priest friend and I
proved by the accreditation bureau for the
made a pilgrimage of over 275 km (170
Camino, enable one who completes their
journey to receive a compostela (certifimiles) in 10 days across Spain to the city
cate).
of Santiago de Compostela, where tradiMy friend and I hiked the Camino de
tion has it that the remains of the Apostle
St. James the Great lie. Since the early 9th Invierno route, which is a recently-approved route that takes one through Galicentury, peregrinos (pilgrims) have travcia, a northwestern part of Spain. We traveled across Europe to pay homage to the
eled through some beautiful countryside,
relics of the saint beneath the cathedral.
up and down mountains, and through
In modern times, many peregrinos
farmlands and villages. We had good
make the journey called the Camino de
weather, except for one day of rain. We
Santiago for spiritual, religious, or even
met some amazing Spaniards who were
secular reasons. The Camino has also
kind and generous, as well as pilgrims.
been known as The Way of St. James or
Of course, I had to rely on my friend who
The Road to Santiago. People have been
speaks Spanish to help me converse with
known to make the journey to Santiago
others. I knew I should have taken Spaneither by foot, bike, or even by horse. The
ish in high school! Oh well.
Way (2010), a Hollywood movie starThere was a moment during the last
ring Martin Sheen, has popularized the
couple days of our journey out from
Camino in recent years.
Santiago, where we met other pilgrims
There are many routes that make up the and had dinner with them at table, where
Camino de Santiago. One of the busiest
many nationalities were represented:
routes is the Camino Frances (the French
Portuguese, Spanish, Taiwanese, British,
Russian, French and American. It was
Way) that may take up to a couple of
amazing as peregrinos were sharing in the
months to travel its 500 miles. A shorter
joys and even the pains of
the journey.
In a typical day, we
would start our journey in
the early morning at dawn
and usually arrive at the
next town sometime in
the mid afternoon. In our
backpacks, we carried our
essentials (such as clothes
and water) that we would
need for the journey. Rule
of thumb: Pack lightly, as
you carry this with you during the entire pilgrimage.
We would travel on highways, paved roads between
small villages, dirt roads
and old Roman stone roads.
We would arrive at the
town or city of our destination and then find a place to
drink a nice glass of beer to
celebrate our daily accomplishment, and kick off our
shoes and rest our feet.
Our places of lodging
Scenery along the Camino de Santiago, also known
differed
from location to
as The Way of St. James or The Road to Santiago.
By Father Mark Weiss
Special to The Witness

feet high by six men
using a pulley rope
to then swing it in
an arc of 215 feet in
front of the altar at
the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.
The Botafumeiro is
a giant thurible that
gives off incense. It
is one of the largest thuribles in the
world, and let’s just
say that you do not
want to be hit by that
when it is swinging.
It is at this cathedral that you
can also visit and
pray in front of the
relics of St. James,
as I prayed with
my intentions that
I brought on my
pilgrimage. It is
astounding to think
that I prayed a few
feet away from the
remains of one of the
Twelve whom Jesus
had chosen!
Despite all of this,
COURTESY OF FATHER MARK WEISS
Father Mark Weiss stands behind the Cathedral of St. I tell people that it
James in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, after completing will probably be the
a 170-mile pilgrimage walk through the country this summer. journey more than
the destination that
will resonate with me for a long time to
location. There were albergues where
pilgrims could stay to rest, shower, manu- come. The amazing scenery, the people
I encountered, the introspective thought
ally wash clothes and sleep. In Ponferand time for prayer, and the growing self
rada, our starting location, we stayed at
(which was very little at the beginan albergue with one room containing 90 belief
ning) that I could accomplish such a long
bunk beds. We also stayed at hostels that journey will remain with me forever.
had private rooms with basic amenities. I
Certainly there must be a homily in
must admit that, after our longest day of
there!
22 miles, my friend and I splurged on a
Hopefully, as Christians who believe
in Jesus as Lord and want to get to
four-star hotel to rest that evening! God,
Heaven, we will not forget the journey
forgive me!
of life to be lived each day. If we meet
Arriving in Santiago, many pilgrims
Christ each day of our life and in how
will not only get their compostela, but
we serve and love one another, then the
also attend the pilgrim Mass at the
angst of wondering whether we will
Cathedral of St. James. As a priest, I was get to Heaven will surely pay off in the
able to concelebrate that Mass with my
reward that God has promised us. God
friend. One of the highlights of the Mass bless!
(Father Mark Weiss is pastor of Holy
(other than receiving Our Lord in the
Infant
Parish in Manchester and Chapgift of the Eucharist and listening to his
lain
at
Trinity High School in Camp
Word, of course) was to watch in amazeHill.)
ment as the Botafumeiro was lifted 70

We believe your child is a gift from our loving God.
Catholic Preschools believe each
child is a gift from our loving God.

Our preschool programs strive to develop the
needs of the “whole child” spiritually, socially,
emotionally, cognitively, and physically.

We provide a safe, healthy
and nurturing environment

with a caring competent staff that
understands how children learn and
small class sizes.

Learn more about a Catholic Pre-School
at www.gocatholicschools.org
or call a Catholic School near you.

We provide a preschool
experience for your child

that fosters creativity, curiosity,
cooperative learning, and
Christian values.

Certified teachers and our
child-centered curriculum provide
hands-on experiences in a wide
variety of areas.

Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg Pennsylvania 17111
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Convocation
Continued from 1

each of us is being called and sent out not only by the
bishops but also by Jesus Christ himself,” Stanz said.
“What was most surprising was the availability of the
cardinals, bishops, speakers – the experts working in
ministry that made conversations familiar, intimate. I
didn’t expect it.
“People witnessed to their struggles and the challenge
of living out their Catholic faith in 21st-century America. I saw the face of Jesus very clearly,” she added.
In an interview, Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los
Angeles said, “I understand the pain and the challenges
and this is a blessing for me to serve them.”
“Even with these difficult subjects, there was always
openness, happiness and congeniality,” Purvis said.
“People were willing to share intimate things, they
want to work on everything to make it right, to do what
we need to do. It was not about me – it was about the
conversation and how we can better serve the Lord.”
A highlight for Purvis was Eucharistic Adoration.
“The public witness on our knees praising God – I was
overcome with tears and grateful to be able to worship.
I was very much humbled by how kind people were in
my role as moderator. I felt they were encouraging me.”
The event, which marked a first in U.S. Church history, was a national response to Pope Francis’ 2013 apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of
the Gospel”), according to organizers.
The exhortation lays out a vision of the Church dedicated to evangelization – or missionary discipleship
– in a positive way, with a focus on society’s poorest
and most vulnerable, including the aged, unborn and
forgotten.
In addition to lay delegates, attendees included 155
cardinals, archbishops and bishops, along with 380
priests, 175 women religious, 125 deacons and 10 religious brothers.
The top 10 states that sent delegates included Califor-

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston,
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, processes with other prelates during the
closing Mass July 4 at the “Convocation of
Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in A
merica” in Orlando, Fla.
CNS/BOB ROLLER

nia, Texas, Florida, New York, Ohio, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Colorado, Minnesota and Michigan. The top
dioceses sending delegations were Cincinnati, Orlando,
New York and Miami. Nine of the Eastern Catholic eparchies sent over 50 delegates.
Following the final plenary, delegates met with their
respective bishops for goal setting as a result of the convocation. Bishop Noonan was effusive in his gratitude
to and for all who had contributed in making the event
so seamless.
“What do you want to do for the next few weeks?”

Bishop Noonan asked his delegates. “Rest and read
over what you have absorbed – deepen the experience.
Listen again – the seeds have been planted. Make it
more of a spiritual time.
“Pope Francis has called us to get moving,” he continued. “People are saying a lot on social media – they
are motivated and inspired to spread the good news and
bring it into their homes. We will use this weekend as
inspiration.”
Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami summed it
all up: “Just three words – a wonderful encounter.”

Combination Pep Rally,
Retreat Inspires Leaders
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
From July 1-4 the main floor of the Hyatt Regency
Hotel in Orlando was transformed into a huge parish hall with places for worship, prayer, discussion,
and even coffee and doughnuts during the “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in
America.”
At the convocation 3,500 Church leaders – men and
women religious, bishops and laypeople – gathered to
set a new course for the U.S. Catholic Church.
Following a retreat format, each day started and
ended with group prayer. Mass was celebrated each
day in the hotel ballroom, and there were plenty of
scheduled times for the sacrament of reconciliation
and private prayer in a large room turned into an adoration chapel.
Many of the keynote sessions took the form of pep
talks encouraging delegates to share their faith boldly
with the world at large and within their own families
and parishes. The numerous breakout sessions provided the working aspect of the gathering: closely
examining what the church is doing and where it can
do more.
More than 155 bishops attended the gathering, sitting with their delegations for meals and breakout sessions. Cardinals and bishops who spoke at keynote
sessions or in Mass homilies encouraged participants
that this was their time, their moment, stressing the
urgency to bring God’s message of love to a divided
world.
At the final Mass, described as a “Mass of Sending,”
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston
said the Church is called to achieve great things in
the face of the impossible – to unite people together
by going to the peripheries of society and sharing the
good news of Jesus through action rooted in faith.
“Sisters and brothers, we are in a very, very significant time in our Church in this country,” said Cardinal
DiNardo, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, and he urged the delegates to receive
God’s grace for the work ahead.
None of the homilists or keynote speakers sugarcoated the challenges for the modern church and more

than once speakers pointed out that Catholics are leaving the Church in greater numbers, particularly young
adults, than those joining the Church.
But as Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Barron of Los
Angeles pointed out: “The saints always loved a good
fight and we should like a good fight too.”
The bishop, who addressed the crowd through a
video hookup July 4, told them it was an “exciting
time to be an evangelist” but that they also should
pick up their game to evangelize effectively.
Throughout the convocation, Pope Francis was
pointed out as a model for modern Catholics to follow
in inviting others, especially those on the peripheries, to Christ. Speakers also were quick to quote his
2013 apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (“The
Joy of the Gospel”), which lays out a vision of the
Church dedicated to evangelization – or missionary
discipleship – in a positive way, with a focus on society’s poorest and most vulnerable, including the aged,
unborn and forgotten.
Two homilies during the convocation specifically
quoted the pope’s admonition in Evangelii Gaudium
that Catholics shouldn’t be “sourpusses” but should
reflect joy.
Washington Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl acknowledged that Catholics are not always comfortable with
the idea of evangelizing, but said they need to be
willing to step out of themselves and talk with people about their faith as part of an encounter the pope
speaks about.
Part of this simply involves listening to people, caring for them and leading them to Jesus, said speaker
Sister Miriam James Heidland, a sister of the Society
of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity.
Delegates were repeatedly encouraged to reach out
to the peripheries especially to immigrants and the
poor but also to all members of the Church’s diverse
family – people of all races, women and young people.
Hosffman Ospino, associate professor of theology
and religious education at Boston College, said it is
time for the Church to start building a “language of
communion” rather than dividing the Church community into different groups and individually responding
to those needs.
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Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori concelebrates
the Fortnight for Freedom Mass July 3 during the
“Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the
Gospel in America” in Orlando, Fla.

“It’s the Church serving the Church,” he said. “We
all are the Church.”
That message inspired Sister Kathleen Burton, a
Sister of St. Joseph who is co-director of the Office of
Faith Formation, Family Life and Lay Ministry Formation in the Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, who
said: “The walls need to come down.”
“There’s a renewed sense of evangelization and
re-evangelization,” the delegate told Catholic News
Service. “We’re being challenged that we don’t wait
for people to come to us, but we’ve got to go out to
them.”
At the end of the closing Mass, Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United States,
who attended all four days of the convocation, congratulated attendees for the invigorating discussion.
He called it a “kairos,” or opportune moment, in the
life of the U.S. Church and said he would tell Pope
Francis: “the Spirit is alive in the Church in the United States.”
“I will tell him of the commitment of many missionary disciples and their love for the Church,” he
added.
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Black Catholics at Congress Urged
to ‘Listen, Learn, Think, Act and Pray’
By Jean Gonzalez
Catholic News Service
United by the words of the prophet of
social justice, Catholic Church leaders
urged black Catholics to become active,
just disciples of Christ.
More than 2,000 converged on Orlando
July 6-9 for the 12th National Black Catholic Congress where speakers – clergy, lay
and religious – addressed a variety of topics and concerns facing black communities
and families, while urging those present to
take an active, enthusiastic role in living
out the Gospel as just disciples of Christ.
During his homily at the opening Mass
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of
Mary, Queen of the Universe, Father Patrick Smith, pastor of St. Augustine Parish
in Washington, spoke about the “ridiculous
power of the Christ on the cross” and how
our own suffering can be offered up to God
as a source of healing for others.
It is important the community does talk
about its struggles, the priest said, but it
also must talk about the redemptive power
of God on the cross. He added while “racism ultimately leads to death ... a spiritual
suicide in our souls,” the truths of the Gospel sets lives free.
“That is our anger, but also our source of
hope,” he said. “You and I cannot appreciate the good news unless we first face and
acknowledge the bad news.”
The roots of the Black Catholic Congress
stem from 1889 with layman and journalist Daniel Rudd, who brought together 100
black Catholic men to exchange and discuss questions affecting their race for not
just Catholic blacks, but blacks across the
country, and unite for a course of action
while standing behind the Catholic Church
and its values.
The group met with President Grover
Cleveland during its first congress. In
meeting and uniting, Father Smith said the
Catholic Church demonstrated and voiced
how “black Catholic lives mattered,” just
as other groups have done as they convened when a group has suffered, such as
with the pro-life groups who proclaim unborn lives matter.
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The 12th National Black Catholic Congress in Orlando, Fla., closes with a Mass July 9.

“Black Catholics are born from the same
womb of the baptismal font,” Father Smith
said, adding that those gathered for the
congress did not convene to achieve higher status, but rather to insist on “inclusion”
because black Catholics are equal members of the body of Christ.
“And also, more importantly, [we gather] to extort and challenge ourselves to do
our part and accept the responsibility in
our role in the Church that God has given
us. ... We gather to see how to effectively
evangelize because eternal life is way too
important.”
Ghanaian Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, offered
the opening keynote address that focused
directly on the theme of the congress taken
from the prophet Micah – “The Spirit of

A woman
prays July
9 during the
12th
National
Black
Catholic
Congress
in Orlando,
Fla.
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NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS

the Lord is upon me: Act justly, love goodness and walk humbly with your God.”
His first point reaffirmed the united community of disciples of Christ and the need
of inclusion of all “children of God.”
“When Pope Francis speaks, he doesn’t
speak to nations, races and tribes; he
speaks to humanity invited to be disciples
of Jesus. And we respond first and foremost to this,” Cardinal Turkson said. “For
there is no Gospel for Africans. There is
no Gospel for Americans. There is no Gospel for Italians or Europeans. There is one
Gospel for all of us created in the image
and likeness of God we seek to respond to.
... God’s children all belong together. None
are set aside, none should live on the periphery and none are excluded.”
To demonstrate the power of being a
disciple of Christ, Cardinal Turkson spoke
about the story from Exodus of the Israelites following Moses in the desert. He
asked those gathered to envision facing
the Red Sea with the waters of parted and
a path sandwiched between two walls of
water.
The cardinal joked “water is never concrete” and some might have questioned
what would happen if there was a really
big wind. But the example of the Israelites
who choose to follow Moses and trust God
to hold up the walls of water demonstrates
the courage and attitude that modern-day
Christians must hold to be baptized in
Christ and become just disciples of Christ.
“That is what baptism is. It is not a
nominal celebration. It is a decision to
live dependent on making Jesus your everything,” Cardinal Turkson said, borrowing the words of St. Paul who said after
his conversion, “The life I live now is no
longer mine.” “Anyone baptized lives that
life. ... It is not until you surrender your life
to Jesus that you will live as a just disciple
of Christ.”
Justice, reconciliation and peace are tantamount to unite the church family of God.
While Cardinal Turkson said challenges
such as tribalism in Africa and racism and
discrimination in America present struggles, the Catholic Church family is invited
to live beyond divisions and live in communion as children of God.
“In this family of God we need to live
justly,” he said. “When we respect the demands of our relationships, we are just.”
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‘Like a Fire that Won’t Go Out’
Fiat Days Illustrates the Joy of Religious Life
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Looking up at the façade of Mount
St. Mary’s Seminary and the lush
mountain that envelopes the National
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
behind it, Tiffany Nguyen had no idea
what to expect as she arrived for the diocese’s Fiat Days discernment retreat
in Emmitsburg, Md., this summer.
She figured there would be ample
time for Mass, prayer and Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament with her peers
and the religious Sisters and consecrated women representing two dozen
congregations present for the retreat.
She also figured there would be talks
on religious vocations and time for reflection around the peaceful grounds.
But Tiffany never expected to see the
Sisters brimming with joy and laughter.
“I feel bad admitting this, but I kind
of had low expectations about the Sisters’ happiness,” Tiffany conceded
to The Catholic Witness. “When you
think of a Sister, what’s the first thing
that comes to your mind? Prayer, staying inside the convent, being inside the
church, being quiet.”
But Fiat Days changed her perception, especially during a spirited game
of Ultimate Frisbee on the first day of
the retreat.
“I saw the Sisters having so much
energy, being active, athletic and competitive, just like us girls,” said Tiffany,
a member of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg who
turns 17 this summer.
“Sure the Sisters are older than us,
but they are young in spirit,” she said.
“They get hyped-up too – about God,
about the faith, about their own interests. They’re a ball of energy, like a fire
that won’t go out.”
In the seminary’s rec room on a
rainy July 6, several of the retreat’s 38
attendees – newcomers and veterans –
shared their attraction to Fiat Days as
their peers played games of pool, cards
and chess with the Sisters, or joined
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Young women make their way up to a scene at the grotto depicting the Crucifixion. The wet weather didn’t hinder the spirit of
the girls, who we were eager to visit the grounds of the grotto above Mount St. Mary’s.

them on visits to the grotto or the chapel in the seminary.
Emily Baker, who has attended Fiat
Days four times with her twin sister
Elizabeth, said she understood Tiffany’s surprise at the sight of the Sisters teeming with joy and bursting with
laughter during recreation.
“Our first year here, some of us went
out to play volleyball, and there were

the Sisters, already waiting to play. It
was a shocker to see them on the court
in their habits,” said Emily, a member
of St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown.
“Over the years here, we’ve heard
the Sisters say, ‘We’re human, we’re
people too, and we like to laugh and
have fun,’ but for some reason, you
still see them as different,” Emily remarked. “They live for the Lord, and

Sister Colette of the Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth joins Fiat Days participants in a game of Spoons.

they are filled with joy, and it’s nice to
see their joy and fun. It’s contagious.”
A Place to Listen
Now in its tenth year, Fiat Days offers
young women ages 15-25 an opportunity to listen more closely to God’s call.
Named for the Blessed Mother’s
“Fiat” to God’s plan for her to be the
mother of Our Savior, the three-day
retreat included daily Mass and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; prayer
and lessons on its different types; talks
on vocations, the sacraments, Charisms
and the call to holiness; spiritual direction and discernment walks with Sisters; visits to the grotto; and indoor and
outdoor recreation, including sports
and a water balloon launch.
This year, Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass for attendees, and then
conversed with them during a questionand-answer session.
Emily and Elizabeth Baker first attended Fiat Days when they were 15.
Now in their fourth year as participants,
they still discover something new each
time.
“Every year, something bigger happens for me,” said Elizabeth. “I have a
better and clearer idea of what God is
calling me to do.”
“Although I know what to expect
from Fiat Days schedule-wise as far as
the activities each day, I really never
know what to expect from what’s on
God’s schedule,” she observed.
“You take away something different
each year because each year you are
different yourself,” Emily concurred.
Continued on page 9
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Sister Geralyn Schmidt, a member of the Sisters of Christian Charity,
converses with another religious Sister during recreation time.

The Joy of Living for God
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

A display of the work of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd is seen as a young woman
peruses information tables presented by the various congregations represented at Fiat
Days.
Continued from 8

“It’s nice to know that you’re not the only one discerning what you’re meant to do in
life,” she said. “Discernment outside of Fiat Days is a lot different, and you can feel a
little bit lonely in that when you leave here. Fiat Days is a safe place to express how you
feel about discernment because you’re with people who have the same questions and
are in the same spot.”
A Place to be Included
Amid bursts of cheer and
laughter as the girls enjoyed
games with several Sisters,
Tiffany and fellow first-time
attendee Monica Lookenbill
spoke of how easy it was to
feel that they were part of the
group there.
“I was initially nervous
about coming here because
I really didn’t know anyone,
but I had heard great things
Monica Lookenbill of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in
about how Fiat Days helps you Hanover, left, and Lydia Stone of Immaculate
discern what to do with your Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in York,
life,” said Monica, a member consider their maneuvers during a game of checkers.
of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in
Hanover. “It’s been nothing but welcoming. Everyone invites you to join in activities,
and the Sisters are very supportive of where you are in life. You never feel left out.”
“I feel like God brought us all here because we have common goals and concerns,”
said Tiffany. “Fiat Days has helped me get out of my comfort zone and meet new people. There are no cliques or defined groups here. We engage with different people. We
mingle. People want to get to know you. I heard one girl say, ‘For once, I’m involved.
I’m not an outsider.’”
Retreats can be the spark that kindles a deeper relationship with Christ, renewed spirituality, and serious discernment. But that spark must continue to be fed.
“It is a challenge to keep the momentum of Fiat Days going after you leave,” Emily
observed. “We know that when we leave here, the world around us will still be the same.
But our experiences of Fiat Days give us tools so that we can search for quiet time and
reflection in prayer and Adoration to help sustain us.”
The spirit of Fiat Days also continues through the connections forged there, as the
girls and the Sisters often stay in contact with one another.
“Life is stressful. Fiat Days helps you de-stress and hear God through all the noise,”
Elizabeth said. “I hope Fiat Days continues for years to come. I’ll keep coming until
they tell me I can’t.”
(For information about religious vocations in the Diocese of Harrisburg, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/clergy/vocations.)

A Fiat Days participant cautiously presses the button on the Uno Attack game,
anticipating a burst of returned cards.

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Recently, I had the privilege of meeting a friend of a friend of mine. He assumed that since I was a Sister, I taught in a classroom. After I explained what my
ministry actually was, he asked, “Do you miss teaching?” I responded, “I still am!
My classroom is not merely a single room within a school building, but rather,
through the written word, retreats and presentations, I teach within the boundaries
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.” Intrigued, he continued, “What’s the difference in
teaching in a classroom and your ministry now?” Beaming, I answered, “I loved
teaching in the classroom, but what I do now is all joy! Through the written and
the spoken word and the aid of technology, I illustrate as well as explain Jesus’
amazing love for each and every one
of us!”
Consecrated
I was reminded of this conversation as I reflected on the recent Fiat
Life Represented
Days that the Diocese of Harrisburg
at Fiat Days
conducted within the sacred walls of
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in EmAdorers of the Blood of Christ
mitsburg, Md., July 5-7. Father Brian
Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth
Wayne, Director of Vocations, in his
Missionary Sisters of the
opening address to the parents of the
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
young women attending the retreat,
Sisters of Christian Charity
said that when you find consecrated
women, you experience true joy.
Sisters of Sts. Cyril
So, what is this joy all about? I
and Methodius
came across a blog by a group of
Sisters of the Good Shepherd
Dominican Friars from Scotland
Sisters of St. Joseph
and England that explained it this
Sisters, Servants of the
way: “First of all, joy is a sign of auImmaculate Heart of Mary
thenticity. It is almost impossible to
feign joy. Usually, after a while, we
Sisters of St. Francis
recognize if someone is really happy
of Philadelphia
or sad, even if that person feigns a
Sister Servants of the
smile. But of course, joy is something
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
deeper than being cheerful. It can
Servants of the Lord and
also come from some activities, comthe Virgin of Matara
mitments or a way of life, and that is
Consecrated
Virgins
even harder to feign. Joy is neither an
aim nor a means to an end. Joy comes
as a result of good actions, good choices, or good things which happen to us. A
Dominican philosopher, Józef Maria Bocheński, once wrote: ‘A wise man is doing
what he has to do, and joy is a by-product.’ … St. Thomas Aquinas adds: ‘Joy is
not a virtue distinct from charity, but an act, or effect, of charity: for which reason
it is numbered among the fruits.’”1
In other words, joy is found by living with and for God. It is discovered by living in relationship to God, who is Father and Beloved. We see it at the moment
when Mary greets Elizabeth. Mary sings out the prayer of the Magnificat as John
the Baptist leaps in Elizabeth’s womb. We experience it as Jesus goes down into
the water of the Jordan River to be baptized and the Father announces, “This is
my beloved Son, my favor rests on him!” We experience it in the words of a song
that I sang as a child: “And the Father will dance as on a day of joy! He will exalt
over you and renew you by His love!”
Joy is something that you can’t turn off like a light switch. It just is! In fact, it
is a fruit that emerges from the Source that is much deeper than happiness. Joy
comes from the ability to give self to another that is rooted in love.
As I prayed and played not only with the young women attending the Fiat Days
retreat but also the diverse women representing various ways of living consecrated life, I experienced a joy that can be found within the warp and woof of
consecrated life: self gift. The young women honestly sought out how God wanted
them to serve him. The Sisters that were present represented the diversity of such a
life; contemplatives, as well as those in active apostolic life, those who live within
a cloister, convent or in apartments, those who wore traditional habits, modified
habits or “regular” clothes and even a consecrated virgin!
Each and every one of the women present truly lived out what Pope Francis
wrote: “We are called to know and show that God is able to fill our hearts to the
brim with happiness.”
To live this, to see this, to experience this, is truly all JOY!
1
http://godzdogz.op.org/godzdogz/consecrated-life-joy
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in
the Diaconate Program. An educator for 29 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations,
she challenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)
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‘Make Heaven Your Ultimate Goal’

Prepared to Enter Religious Life, Local Woman Joins
Organization Designed to Help Aspirants Mitigate Loans
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Jessica Schira, left, is pictured with members
of the Capuchin Poor Clares, a congregation to
which she has been accepted for postulancy.
Jessica connected with the Labouré Society to
help her raise funds to pay off her student loan
so that she can enter the congregation.

F

orty-two percent of
the men and women pursuing a religious
vocation in the United
States are prevented
from entering because of
outstanding debt.
Jessica Schira, a member of St. Francis of
Assisi Parish in Harrisburg, is one of them.
She’s ready to enter the
Capuchin Poor Clares,
and is working to pay off
her student loans through
the Labouré Society, an
organization that provides financial assistance
to individuals who must
resolve education loans
before following their
vocation.
Born and raised in the Dominican
Republic, Jessica came to the United
States at the age of 18. She was devout in the faith in her home country,
consecrating herself to Jesus through
Mary and often sitting in her parish
church to contemplate the image of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
But as Jessica, now 34, grew older,
she allowed the secular world to creep
into her lifestyle, and soon found herself focusing on academic goals, independence and financial gain instead of
the Eucharist.
In her mid-20s, she was living in the
Bronx, pursuing a degree in journalism at Herbert H. Lehman College,
and working three jobs to support
herself.
Soon, the struggle began to take its
toll. She didn’t know where life was
taking her.
“That’s when I decided to get help.
Although I felt lukewarm and indifferent about the faith at that time, I
decided to go back to the Church,”
Jessica told The Catholic Witness.
She went to a church in the Bronx
to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, knowing that the priest and
parishioners there wouldn’t know her.
But in the confessional, the priest
spoke directly to her heart.
He asked, “What do you want?
What is your ultimate goal?”
Jessica answered, “To be happy.”
The priest responded, “Then make
Heaven your ultimate goal.”
He asked her whether she had ever
considered religious life, but Jessica
said it wasn’t an idea she had ever
entertained.
“I had the misconception that
women who wanted to become nuns

COURTESY OF JESSICA SCHIRA

had to be completely holy and come
from perfect and sinless Catholic
backgrounds,” Jessica said.
Still, the priest’s invitation stuck
with her. She began to attend Mass
regularly, participated in prayer
groups, signed up for weekly Adoration, joined the parish choir, and went
on her first retreat.
Then Jessica moved from New York
to Ohio with her mother, and met
Sisters from the Congregation of the
Missionaries Servants of the Word
who served in her new parish. It was
her first interaction with religious
Sisters here in the United States, and
Jessica developed a relationship with
them, one that lasted even after she
and her mother moved to Harrisburg.
She hoped to enter their congregation, but she was almost 32 at the time
– nearly two years past the age limit
to join them.
Still convinced of the call to religious life, Jessica began to discern
more deeply, participating in several
retreats with various congregations.
Eventually, she met the Capuchin
Poor Clares, a contemplative congregation whose members live in a spirit
of poverty, humility and service in following the rules of St. Clare of Assisi.
“They felt like home when I met
them, like all of my abilities can be
used for that order,” Jessica said. “It’s
a life of work and prayer, a life of
service and spirituality.”
Now, at age 34, Jessica is eager to
withdraw from the secular world and
enter a contemplative life focused on
the Eucharist.
It’s a paradigm shift from where she
was ten years ago.
“I feel like the Lord gave me the opportunity to experience lay life so that

I could appreciate religious life even
more. He allowed me to do my will,
but he was always waiting,” Jessica
said.
The Capuchin Poor Clares have
accepted Jessica, but she must first
resolve her debts to enter formation as
a postulant.
To help with that responsibility, Jessica has joined the Labouré Society, a
Minnesota-based organization – endorsed by a number of bishops, vocation directors and religious superiors
– that helps young men and women
mitigate their loans so that they can
pursue their call to religious life.
Since 2003, the organization has assisted more than 260 individuals with
awards of more than $5.3 million.
The Labouré Society trains people
like Jessica in the spirituality of fundraising through biblical-based philanthropy, mentoring and accountability.
Aspirants share their vocation stories
to ultimately raise funds to benefit
their entire class, and are awarded
payments to their loans.
“We are teachers, scientists, lawyers
and physical therapists, all ready to

enter religious life,” Jessica said of
her classmates. She is in her second
six-month program with 15 other
aspirants; 11 aspirants from her first
class have entered into formation.
“This work offers a lesson in learning to ask for help, and in learning to
receive. It’s a great way of exercising
humility,” Jessica observed.
“I see this effort as part of my
formation,” she said. “You meet
other people. You share your vocation story. You gain their support and
their prayers. All the while, you never
know what life you’re going to touch
or who you’re going to inspire. It really is evangelization.”
“There is an emptiness, a hole in
my heart that can only be filled by
the love of Jesus Christ,” she said.
“Yes, I had a lot of things and experienced a lot of things in my life – and
I’m grateful for them. – but I’m not
fulfilled. Entering religious life is a
joy that is hard to explain. It happens
in the heart.”
(Learn more about the Labouré
Society and Jessica Schira’s vocation
story at www.labouresociety.org.)

Stress in Your Marriage?
Retrouvaille Can Help!

Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, disillusioned,
frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the
situation or even communicate with their spouse about it.
This program has helped tens of thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Retrouvaille is under the
auspices of the Office of Family Ministries.
For confidential information about, or to register for, the next program beginning with a weekend on Sept. 15-17 in Mechanicsburg, call 800-470-2230
or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
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Trinity’s Coach Bentley Leaves Wrestlers
with Life Lessons Beyond the Mat
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
An incoming student at Trinity High
School in Camp Hill, Quentin Milliken sat on the floor in the home of
his longtime wrestling coach, Chris
Bentley, and listened as his mentor
delivered a heartfelt plea.
It was July 11, and the coach had
been traveling home from a wrestling
camp when Quentin’s parents called
him to give their son a pep talk.
As Coach Bentley unpacked his
wrestling gear and suitcase, he turned
to Quentin.
“Find a passion in life,” he directed.
“My passion is to help other people.
What’s yours, Q?”
Coach Bentley had been handing
down wrestling techniques and life
lessons to Quentin for eight years,
first meeting when the then ten-yearold student joined Renegade Force
Wrestling Club, a traveling youth
organization that Coach Bentley ran.
“He held me accountable for my
actions on and off the mat, and if
I messed up, he would tell me and
make me fix the problem,” Quentin
said.
So when Coach Bentley told Quentin on that July day to find his passion,
Quentin reset his focus.
The next day, Quentin joined Coach
Bentley and his sons Devon, a 2013
Trinity graduate, and Caleb, a rising
senior at Trinity, at practice.
They had gathered in the new
wrestling gym, holding high hopes for
the upcoming season. It was a day of
optimism.
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But a game-changing take-down
Chris Bentley embraces Andrew Wert after the Trinity High School wrestler wins a
District 3 Class AA title in 2015. Bentley, Trinity’s first wrestling coach, died July 13.
came out of nowhere.
Chris Bentley died at work the following morning, July 13, of an appar- best wrestlers, but shaped us into good us, he was honest, respectful, determined, caring, loyal, faithful and relimen [and] was hard on us, but for the
ent heart attack. He was 46.
The wrestling community is a tight- right reasons,” said Patrick, a member gious, and most of all, taught us what
it is to be a great leader. I couldn’t
of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick
knit one of battle-tested brothers who
have asked for a better coach.”
in Harrisburg.
learn plenty of life
Trinity High School hired Chris
Recently enrolled
lessons within the
Bentley
as its inaugural wrestling
“…just knowing
at Iowa to wrestle
padded confines
coach
when
the program debuted in
the famed
he was in the corner for
of a wrestling
the
2010-2011
season. That year, he
Hawkeye program,
room. News of
coached
the
team’s
first individual
fighting my battle
he recalled the first
district
champion,
Adam
Geiger. The
the coach’s death
time he entered the
with
me
made
me
following
season,
he
coached
Ryan
spread rapidly,
wrestling room at
believe in myself so
Renegade, where he Diehl to his first of back-to-back indieven to the nationinitially met Coach vidual state titles. A third champion,
al collegiate level.
much more.”
Andrew Wert, won districts in 2015.
Bentley.
“When I heard
He also coached his sons Devon and
A
sign
above
the
~ Quentin Milliken,
the news of his
Caleb on the Shamrock team.
door there read,
passing, not only
Incoming student at “Enter boys, leave
Those who wrestled for him became
did Coach Bentley
Trinity High School as men.”
part of the Bentley family, whether
die, I feel like a
“He cared for ev- they wrestled at Renegade or at Trinpart of my childery single wrestler
ity.
hood did as well,” said Patrick Dughe coached and treated them like they
“He brought not just different wresgan, who, along with younger brothwere his own,” Patrick reflected.
tlers together, but their families as
ers Francis and Michael, wrestled for
“Coach Bentley exemplified every
well,” noted Patrick, who refers to the
the Renegade club.
great value there was,” he said. “He
Bentleys as his second family.
“They were people I could always
“He not only developed some of the was bold, passionate, he challenged

rely on,” Patrick said of Chris Bentley, his wife Lara and their sons.
“Coach touched the lives of us, but
the whole Bentley family together
was very compelling.”
When wrestlers from Renegade
matriculated to various high school
teams, Coach Bentley continued to
support them.
“Even though he was a coach at
Trinity, he followed and supported my
career,” said Patrick, a 2015 graduate
of Cumberland Valley High School
who was a four-time state place winner and a three-time district champion.
The same applied to Quentin, who
attended Cumberland Valley before
transferring to Trinity for the upcoming school year.
“Coach cared about every single
one of his wrestlers, no matter what
school you attended,” Quentin
said. “He was always watching and
checking results, and he knew who
you beat, who beat you, where you
wrestled, the whole nine yards.
“The most important thing was he
always gave me confidence,” he said.
“When he was in my corner coaching,
I was always more comfortable…. He
could have stood there and not said
a word, but just knowing he was in
the corner fighting my battle with me
made me believe in myself so much
more.”
Trinity High School Principal John
Cominsky spoke of the high expectations Coach Bentley held for students.
“What was so powerful was his passion for educating the whole student,
and one of the things he touched on as
a coach here was how Trinity reached
students in mind, body and spirit,” he
said.
“He really had high expectations of
his athletes, not only on the mat, but
also in how they carried themselves,
as well as for their education and
spiritual formation,” Mr. Cominsky
said.
Expressing Coach Bentley’s contagious passion and his desire for excellence in the lives of his wrestlers, Mr.
Cominsky remarked that Trinity will
“push forward with the foundation
and success he established for the
wrestling program as a way to honor
him the best that we can.”
The school named assistant coach
Chris Barrick to head coaching duties
on July 25.
“I believe the best way to honor
Coach’s legacy is to not take anything
for granted and live your life around
that,” Patrick remarked. “Live how he
would’ve wanted you to live, choose a
good lifestyle, surround yourself with
the right people, and give your best
effort in all that you do.”

Harrisburg Diocesan Charismatic Day of Renewal
September 16, 2017, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. • Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

“The Holy Spirit – Fountain of Grace”
The keynote speaker will be Rev. William “Bill” Cosgrove, a 12-year service team member for the Charismatic Renewal and current Liaison for the Charismatic
Renewal under Timothy Cardinal Dolan in the Archdiocese of New York. For 32 years, Father Cosgrove has been an active member of the International Fraternity
of Priests, one of a number of priest support groups that is a strong advocate of priestly fraternity. He is also an active member of the Clarkstown Ethics Board,
New City Rotary and the Clarkstown Ecumenical Clergy Association.
The $20 program cost includes lunch. Checks can be made payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg.” Deadline for registration to include lunch is September 5. To
register, or for additional information, go to: www.aliveinthespirit.net or www.hbgdiocese.org/renewal or call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709.
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Pope Approves New
Path to Sainthood: Heroic
Act of Loving Service
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

Upcoming Solar Eclipse Thrills
Astronomers, Kentucky Parishioners
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
For the first time in 99 years, the summer sky will turn
to night at midday Aug. 21 during a solar eclipse along a
70-mile wide path from coast to coast.
Sweeping through the country’s heartland, the eclipse
will give millions of people the opportunity to step back
from everyday concerns and appreciate how the universe
works, said Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of
the Vatican Observatory.
While there have been other total eclipses in the U.S.,
they have only crossed through a handful of states.
“Anything that reminds the people that the world is bigger than the latest crisis in Washington or another game in
San Francisco, all of that calls us out of our everyday life,”
Brother Consolmagno said. “We’re people. We’re more
than well-fed cows. We’re part of the universe. And that
longing is what pulls us toward God.
“But even more than that, if you already believe that this
universe is God’s creation, then looking at an event like
this with the eyes of faith, you can’t help but be filled with
awe and gratitude. Awe because God made things so marvelously, and gratitude because he gave us the ability to
appreciate them,” he told Catholic News Service.
Astronomers advise viewers not to directly look at any
solar eclipse without proper eye protection. Special glasses,
which are inexpensive, can be purchased to wear during the
partial phases of the event. Once totality begins, it is safe to
remove the glasses and take in the glory.
Total solar eclipses occur once every 18 months on average, but they are often in remote areas that are difficult to
get to.
An eclipse occurs when the moon’s orbit takes it directly in front of the sun, casting a shadow on the earth. The
moon’s orbit is tilted just enough to prevent an eclipse from
occurring every month.
The August eclipse will take about 90 minutes to cross
the country on a diagonal path from Oregon to South Carolina. The moon’s shadow will pass over Idaho Falls, Idaho;
Casper, Wyoming; Kansas City (northern part) in Missouri
and St. Louis (southern part); Nashville, Tennessee; and
Charleston, South Carolina – as well as countless towns
and rural communities. Some 12.2 million people live in
the path of the eclipse and millions more are expected to
travel into the path of totality.
The entire country, including Alaska and Hawaii, all of
Canada, all of Mexico and even northern South America
will see a partial eclipse.
Maximum eclipse – at two minutes and 40 seconds –
takes place in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Parishioners at Sts.
Peter and Paul Church in the southwestern Kentucky town
of 32,000 have been preparing for months.
“Everybody in town certainly knows it’s coming,” said
Jim Creighton, a Sts. Peter and Paul parishioner and a member of the parish’s Eclipse Committee. “You can’t listen to
the radio without every couple days hearing something
about Hopkinsville being the point of maximum eclipse.”

The city’s tourism officials are expecting 100,000 visitors.
The eclipse also will give observers the chance to see
nature in action. As darkness descends, birds will begin to
roost, the temperature will fall several degrees and some
flowers may close. During the eclipse stars and planets –
especially elusive Mercury – will appear. A white glow appears along the horizon.
It’s the sun and moon that provide the real show though.
It is only during a total solar eclipse that earthbound observers can view the sun’s corona, or outer atmosphere. It
emanates for millions of miles from the sun’s surface, but
it can be viewed only when the moon blots out the disk of
earth’s nearest stellar neighbor. Scientists study the corona
to better understand star structure.
Brother Consolmagno will join parishioners for the
eclipse – his first, if the one in Munich in 1999, which got
rained out, doesn’t count. He had planned to recreate Arthur Eddington’s 1919 experiment that showed how the
light waves of stars are bent by the sun’s gravity, but plans
to get the proper equipment in place fell through. Eddington’s findings helped prove an aspect of Albert Einstein’s
theory of general relativity.
“My plan is to just enjoy,” he told CNS.
Astronomers see the eclipse as a way to interest people
in observing the heavens and understanding that Earth is a
tiny component of an intricate universe.
Ryan M. Maderak, assistant professor of physics and astronomy at Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas, has
been planning for the eclipse for more than a year. The college will host several events. Maderak told CNS the campus is preparing to host 5,000 eclipse viewers.
Jesuit Fathers Chris Corbally and Paul Gabor, Vatican
Observatory astronomers, will be on campus, giving talks
and advising eclipse watchers. Duilia de Mello, vice provost and dean of assessment and an astronomer who studies
galaxies at The Catholic University of America, also will
be talking at Amelia Earhart Airport in Atchison prior to the
eclipse and then make her way to campus.
Maderak said studying eclipses provides a glimpse into
how God created the universe.
“It’s an opportunity for a few brief minutes to stand in
literal awe at the glory of creation,” he said.
While an eclipse at any point on Earth occurs about once
every 250 years, at times people get lucky and see multiple
eclipses within a short period of time. For some people living in the August eclipse path – southern Illinois and parts
of Missouri and Kentucky – another eclipse will occur in
just a few years, on April 8, 2024. That eclipse that will last
for more than four minutes.
De Mello said viewing an eclipse can help people understand that nature really controls their lives, not the mundane actions of human beings.
“It’s all so ephemeral. We are not in control of anything.
All of a sudden it’s night during the day,” de Mello told
CNS.
“Every human being should see a total eclipse once in
their life time. It will put life in perspective.”

Pope Francis has approved a fourth pathway to
possible sainthood – giving one’s life in a heroic act
of loving service to others.
In a new apostolic letter, the pope approved new
norms allowing for candidates to be considered for
sainthood because of the heroic way they freely
risked their lives and died prematurely because of
“an extreme act of charity.”
The document, given motu proprio (on his own
initiative) went into effect the same day of its publication July 11, with the title Maiorem hac dilectionem, which comes from the Gospel according to St.
John (15:13): “No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
Archbishop Marcello Bartolucci, secretary of the
Vatican Congregation for Saints’ Causes, said the
addition is meant “to promote heroic Christian testimony, [that has been] up to now without a specific
process, precisely because it did not completely fit
within the case of martyrdom or heroic virtues.”
For centuries, consideration for the sainthood process required that a Servant of God heroically lived
a life of Christian virtues or had been martyred for
the faith. The third, less common way, is called an
equivalent or equipollent canonization: when there
is evidence of strong devotion among the faithful to
a holy man or woman, the pope can waive a lengthy
formal canonical investigation and can authorize
their veneration as saints.
While these three roads to sainthood remain unchanged, they were not adequate “for interpreting all
possible cases” of holiness, the archbishop wrote in
the Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano, July
11.
According to the apostolic letter, any causes for
beatification according to the new pathway of “offering of life” would have to meet the following criteria:
• Free and willing offer of one’s life and a heroic
acceptance, out of love, of a certain and early death;
the heroic act of charity and the premature death are
connected.
• Evidence of having lived out the Christian virtues – at least in an ordinary, and not necessarily heroic, way – before having offered one’s life to others
and until one’s death.
• Evidence of a reputation for holiness, at least after death.
• A miracle attributed to the candidate’s intercession is needed for beatification.
Archbishop Bartolucci wrote that the new norms
arise from the sainthood congregation wanting to
look into the question of whether men and women
who, “inspired by Christ’s example, freely and willingly offered and sacrificed their life” for others
“in a supreme act of charity, which was the direct
cause of death,” were worthy of beatification. For
example, throughout history there have been Christians who willingly put themselves at risk and died
of infection or disease because of aiding and serving
others, he wrote.
Pope Francis approved the congregation carrying
out an in-depth study of the new proposal in early
2014, the archbishop wrote. After extensive input,
discussion and the work of experts, the cardinal and
bishop members of the Congregation for Saints’
Causes approved in 2016 “a new pathway for beatification of those who offered their lives with explicit
and recognized Christian” reasons.
Archbishop Bartolucci wrote that the new provisions do nothing to alter Church doctrine concerning Christian holiness leading to sainthood and the
traditional procedure for beatification.
Rather, the addition offers an enrichment, he
wrote, with “new horizons and opportunities for the
edification of the people of God, who, in their saints,
see the face of Christ, the presence of God in history
and the exemplary implementation of the Gospel.”
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‘Call to Prayer Pilgrimage’
to Take Place in Centralia
On the grounds and in the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, located on the serene mountaintop
overlooking the abandoned, desolate borough
of Centralia, the second annual Call to Prayer
Pilgrimage will be held Sunday, August 27. This
date is the eve of the Feast of the Dormition of
the Holy Mother of God according to the Julian
calendar.
The pilgrimage begins at noon with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy with MetropolitanArchbishop Stefan Soroka as the main celebrant
and area clergy as concelebrants. Homilist will
be Very Reverend Archpriest John M. Fields.
Rev. Mr. Paul Spotts will serve as deacon. Responses to the Divine Liturgy will be led by the
choir of the Patronage of the Mother of God
Church, McAdoo, Pa.
After the Divine Liturgy, a procession will be
held from the church with the Icon of Our Lady
of Pochaiv, where it will be placed in the outside
chapel.
From 1:30-3:30 p.m., Confessions will be
heard for the pilgrims at various locations
throughout the church grounds.
There will be a Living Rosary prayed at 2
p.m. before the historic and jeweled 18th century copy of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv.
Father Martin Kobos, OFM Conv., pastor of
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin, will provide a reflection at the conclusion of the Living
Rosary.
At 3 p.m., Rev. Msgr. James T. Melnic will
celebrate with the pilgrims the Akafist to the
Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God before the Holy Shroud of the Dormition.
At 4:30 p.m., all will gather at the outdoor
chapel for a candlelight procession to the church

for the celebration of a Moleben to the Mother
of God. Archbishop Soroka will again be the
main celebrant as well as homilist during the
Moleben honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary.
At the conclusion of the Moleben, prayers for
healing and the anointing with holy oils for the
healing of soul and body will take place. Pilgrims will have an opportunity to venerate the
Icon of Our Lady of Pochaiv and venerate the
icon and relics of Blessed Martyr Bishop Mykola Charnetsky, C.Ss.R., the healer of souls.
The icon and relics of Blessed Martyr Bishop Charnetsky will reside in the church for veneration throughout the day.
While the town of Centralia was destroyed
by an underground mine fire, which resulted in
the relocation of almost all the residents and the
demolition of all but a few buildings, the stately
white Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church,
capped with its three onion-shaped blue domes,
still sits on a hilltop overlooking the once-thriving town as it has since the first services were
held there in 1912, after the parish was founded
on August 15, 1911.
Today, while the town is a memory, the church
still serves a thriving parish family, with congregants driving to the hilltop on Sundays and Holy
Days from communities throughout the area.
Food service will be provided during the pilgrimage from 1-4 p.m. Handicap parking will
be provided on the church grounds. Off-site
parking and shuttle van service will be provided
from specially designated areas near the church.
The event will be held rain or shine.
The church is located two blocks north of
Route 42 in Centralia, at the following mailing address: 1130 Summit Hill Rd., Aristes, PA
17920.

LEFT TO TELL ...

A Story of Faith, Hope and Forgiveness
Hiding in a tiny bathroom with seven other

women as machete-wielding killers hunted for her, Rwandan
genocide survivor, Immaculée Ilibagiza, experienced a terror
few can imagine.
During these 91 days of confinement, anger and
resentment were destroying Immaculée’s mind, body
and spirit. Come and listen and reflect on how prayer
transformed her life from fear to courage, hatred to
love, and gave her the ability to forgive those who
murdered her family.
You will not want to miss this awardwinning author’s life-changing,inspirational
story of faith, hope and forgiveness.

September 27 and September 28
7:00 PM — Doors open at 6:00pm
Seven Sorrows of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
280 N. Race Street
Middletown, PA 17057
(717) 944.3133 / www.ssbvm.org
There will be a free will offering
taken the night of the event.
Book signing, fellowship, and
refreshments to follow.

“Forgiving the men who killed
my parents and brothers was a
process, a journey into deeper and
deeper prayers.”

Immaculée Ilibagiza

Parish Festivals
and Picnics ~ Summer 2017

(A listing of parish festivals and picnics will also be available
online at www.hbgdiocese.org. Announcements for parish festivals
and picnics can be sent via e-mail to communications@hbgdiocese.
org.)
The Annual Family Picnic of Our Lady of Mercy Church in Catawissa (near Ideal Park) will be held on the church grounds on Aug.
4 from 6-11 p.m. and Aug. 5 from 6-11 p.m. Two popular bands will play
throughout the picnic: “Kartune” (classic rock band) Friday evening, and
“The ‘60’s Boys” (with some former Mudflap members) Saturday evening.
There will be delicious food, games, fine music and dancing. Everyone is
invited.
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its picnic Aug. 4 and 5.
Games, basket bonanza, bake sale, yard sale. Entertainment by “Memory
Lane” on Friday from 7-11 p.m., and by “The Shoreliners” on Saturday
from 7-11 p.m. Fireworks display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash prizes! Fantastic menu.
St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 20th Annual Parish Festival Aug. 11 and 12 from 5-10 p.m. each evening on the grounds behind
the church. The theme for this year’s festival is “Who is in the Garden?”
Free live entertainment nightly. Friday, Aug. 11 from 7-10 p.m., “The New
Individuals.” Saturday, Aug. 12 from 6:30-9:30 p.m., “R.A.T.L.” Delicious
ethnic foods, games for all ages, cash raffle, spectacular theme baskets,
and bingo nightly.
St. Joseph Parish in Berwick will hold its Italian Festival Aug. 4-6 on
the parish grounds. Friday and Saturday from 4-9 p.m., and Sunday from
noon-4 p.m. Porkette, fireballs, meatballs, sausage, haluski, chicken parmesan, eggplant parmesan, potato pancakes, chicken fingers, French
fries, hamburgers, hot dogs, funnel fries, deep fried pierogi, deep fried
ravioli, pizza, wedding soup, baked goods and ice cream. Fried dough
available Friday and Saturday only. Adult beverage pavilion, pasta dinner
Sunday, money raffle, basket raffle, kids’ games, and games of chance.
Entertainment by “The Shoreliners” Friday, “The Legends” Saturday, and
“Polka Punch” Sunday. No pets permitted.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in Elysburg will hold its Fourth
Annual Lobster Fest on Aug. 26 from 5-11 p.m. on the Church grounds.
You do not need a ticket to attend. This year the festival will feature hamburgers, hot dogs, Italian porkette, halushki, delicious soups including lobster bisque, and beverages. There will be an expanded game and activity
area for children as well as drawings and raffles for adults. Chances available for a variety of theme baskets, gift cards and large prizes. Entertainment by local talent, “Double Talk.” Ultimate Penn State Package tickets
will also be available, which includes 4 game tickets, parking pass, and
entire tailgate package. Lobster dinners, which include a whole steamed
Maine lobster, corn on the cob, potatoes, coleslaw or cucumber salad,
and two beverages are available for $25. Live and steamed lobsters are
also available for pickup during the afternoon from 1-3 p.m. All lobsters
and lobster dinners were to be preordered by Aug. 3, however other food
items will be available for purchase. Find information at www.qmhr.net.
The event will be held rain or shine with plenty of seating and tents. To accommodate those attending Lobster Fest, the weekly Saturday Mass has
been moved ahead one hour to 4 p.m. for that weekend only.
Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg will hold its Church Picnic
on Sept. 10 from noon-5 p.m. at Chambersburg AMVETS Post 224 Picnic
Pavilion and Grounds, located at 750 5th Avenue. The parish will also hold
its International Food Festival on Oct. 21 on the Parish Center grounds.
The food festival will feature music, games, and cuisine from various
countries represented in the parish. For information on either event, call
717-264-6317.
The Annual Buchanan Valley Picnic at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish,
1095 Church Road, Orrtanna, will be held Saturday, Aug. 26 from noon
until dusk, rain or shine. Home-cooked family-style ham and chicken dinners will be served all day. Price is $10 for adults; $4 for children ages 6
to 12; and ages 5 and under are free. The picnic has been a tradition for
132 years. This year is a landmark year, as St. Ignatius Loyola Church
celebrates its 200th anniversary! Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills
of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of Mary Jemison
in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the
children, drawings, bingo, music, and good food. For more information,
contact St. Ignatius Loyola Church at 717-677-8012 1095.
St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg invites all to fill up at
our 2nd annual “Dinner on Derry: Food Truck Fest” on Sunday, Aug. 20
from 1-6 p.m. on our parish campus located at 4000 Derry St. Bring your
families, invite a neighbor or haul along a friend to enjoy a variety of food
truck vendors featuring slow cooked barbeque sandwiches, cheesesteak
sandwiches, peperoni stuffed pretzels and sweet treats. Or you can try
your luck at bingo and the 50/50 raffle. Face-painting for the young and
young at heart! Become part of the day by attending our Witness the Vision Open House tours in the newly refurbished Shrine of the Miraculous
Medal Church sharing how the vision of accessibility has become a reality.
The annual St. Benedict the Abbot Summer Festival in Lebanon will
be held Aug. 4-6 at St. Cecilia’s Parish Center on State Drive. The fun
begins Friday from 5-10 p.m. and continues on Saturday from 5- 10 p.m.
and Sunday from 4-9 p.m. Friday features entertainment by “Cheyenne”
from 7-10 p.m., Saturday features “Flaming Dick and the Hot Rods from
7-10 p.m., and Sunday features “Firestorm” from 5-8 p.m. Take a chance
the Diamond Raffle. Only 300 chances sold for a diamond valued at approximately $600. Also chances for cash raffle and basket raffle. Enjoy
bingo, kiddie korner, games for all ages, inflatables, beer tent and much
more. Come out for the hot dogs, burgers, homemade fries, pierogi, halupki, halushki, tacos, empanadillas, tamales, egg rolls, and fried rice. Fish
fry take place Friday from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will be hosting the second
annual Fall Fun Fest on Saturday, September 16 from 4-10 p.m. on the
grounds of St. Theresa School. Bring your family, friends and neighbors.
There will be food trucks, desserts, adult beverages, games for children,
basket raffles and DJ. New for teens, the band UNUM will be performing in
the cafeteria. For more information, please contact Mark Reilly at markr@
reillyinsurancellc.com or Beth Ann Connolly at baconnolly@comcast.net.
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Berwick-Nescopeck Area Ministerium Effort
Brings Vacation Bible School to Children
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate
Heart of Mary: Lucretia Breighner,
Mary Copeland, Mary Ontko.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
Robert N. Hartman, Rita T. Scarpino.

MILTON – St. Joseph: Ronald
Palmer Batman, Mary Ellen
McDonald, W. Charlene Shemory.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Isobel M. Kogut; Our Lady
of Mount Carmel: Agnes Stankiewicz,
Mary Stiklaitis, Anthony Zavatski.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Frank J. Deutsch.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Emilie Liu.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Raymond “Jake” Gebhart.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Robert Kuhn.

BUCHANAN VALLEY – St.
Ignatius Loyola: Geraldine “Gerry”
Deardorff.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Paul
Joseph Ceresini, Nora Jean Corbin.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Valerie Carrolus, Paul Lyskava,
Angelo Sabia.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Lorraine S. Kazinski, Frank
Joseph Lewis.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Daryl Anskis, Eleanor
Kozlowski, Robert Kruskie, Elmer
Shinskie, Pearl Wilson, John Yost.
COLUMBIA – St. Peter: Regina
F. Burke, Barbara R. John, James R.
Knighton, Robert C. Lindenberger,
Mary J. Loreto, James Mable, Charles
F. Schlegelmilch, Jr., Lawrence E.
Wolpert, Sr.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: William J. Laughlin, Sr., JoAnn
Rogers.
DALLASTOWN – St. Joseph:
Arlene Anthony, Janet Holler, Joseph
Opsitos, Elmer C. Sueck.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: John
Kane, Ann Kmiecinski.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Sara Harting, Jean E. Ulrich.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Israel R. Nieves, Rebecca
Simpson.
HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul:
Marion Bennett, Rita Bucher, Mildred
Hahn, Jennifer Sharkey.
HARRISBURG – Holy Name of
Jesus: Samuel P. Lanza, Kimberly Ann
McCormack, Geoffrey A.
McCormack; St. Catherine Labouré:
Nancy Bucanelli; St. Francis of
Assisi: Gary Smith; St. Margaret
Mary: Donald Brandewie, Mark S.
Fenice, Leonard J.F.P. Schneiderman,
Bernadine Willinsky.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Bill
O’Brien, Phyllis Hoy.
KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Joseph R. Pupo, Jr., Florence Willard.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Dominic F. Randisi, Helen Stefl.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Mary Brennan, Mildred Godleski,
Frederick Iwanski, Barbara Jones, Paul
McCabe, John Niedzwiecki Kenneth
Pilkus, Jr., Connie Romanoski.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Mary Ann Nicotera, Margaret J.
Rittner.
SUNBURY – St. Monica: Dr. Louis
Gary Londis.
TREVORTON – St. Patrick:
Anthony “Tony” Candelora.
WAYNESBORO – St. Andrew:
Janet Tulenko.

Sacred Heart Principal Sister Mary Carmel Bids Farewell

YORK – St. Joseph: Betty J. Miller,
Helen Thomas; St. Patrick: Mary
Lou Pillette; St. Rose of Lima: John
Petrick.

Sister Mary
Theresa Escher
Christian Charity Sister Mary Theresa Escher died at Holy Family Convent
in Danville on July 2 at the age of 88.
Born Gertrude Escher in Philadelphia, she entered the Congregation
of the Sisters of Christian Charity at
Mendham, N.J., in 1945. Sister Mary
Theresa’s entire religious life was devoted to housekeeping, especially in
the kitchen of several convents, including Holy Family in Danville. She gave
dedicated service at Holy Spirit Convent in Camp Hill beginning in 1982,
and moved to Holy Family Convent in
2016.
The funeral Mass was celebrated July
5 in the chapel at Holy Family Convent.
Burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery,
Danville.

Sister Mary Carmel Deering, IHM, principal of Sacred Heart of Jesus School
in Lancaster, is leaving after 12 years of service there. As a Sister, Servant of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, whose main mission is the education of youth, Sister
Mary Carmel has served in both North and South America as a teacher or principal. Sister Mary Carmel first met the Sisters during her own education when she
had the privilege of being taught by the IHMs in grade school, high school, and
at Immaculata University, where she earned her degree in education. Since then,
Sister has received her master’s degree in Religious Education.
Although Sister Mary Carmel has been honored for her dedication to Catholic
education, she believes that her greatest reward and education has come from the
goodness of parents, students and teachers she has met through the years. She has
been at Sacred Heart School since 2005 and said she looks upon each day as a
blessing from the Lord.
Beginning this fall, Sister Mary Carmel will be serving at St. David Parish in
Willow Grove and will be helping at Queen of Angels Consolidated School.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in August during the past 25 years:
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Douglas Wicks.

Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997

MANHEIM – St. Richard: Tresa
Murphy.

Father Francis Lahout, 2003

MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Donald Jones; St.
Joseph: Christopher Bentley, Edward
Callahan, Mary Jo Coyne, Edward
Dillon, Raymond Restagno, Ralph
Weiss; St. Katharine Drexel: Elsie M.
Rickards.

Father Charles Slough, 2009

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Mary Dorothy Biesecker.

Father Francis Tamburro, pastor of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Berwick and President of the Berwick–Nescopeck Area Ministerium, along with ministerium membership, authorized 11 churches and 30-plus
volunteers to work together to bring well over 120 Berwick-area children together
in the celebration of Vacation Bible School, Maker Fun Factory (VBS MFF). The
program’s theme, “Created by God, Built for a Purpose” brought children together
to experience love and friendship. They developed an understanding of five key
principles: God made you, God is for you, God is always with you, God will always love you, and God made you for a reason.
Parishioners from all 11 Berwick-Nescopeck churches provided snack foods,
class materials, their time and talent, as well as their prayers for the success of the
five-day, God-filled activity.
Ginny Crake, Bethany United Methodist Church, Coordinator, representing the
host church, shared the following thoughts with all of the participants, “Let me
be the first to say, Hallelujah! Well done to everyone who participated in Vacation
Bible School! We made it all happen and with the Lord’s grace, we all survived!
“Most importantly, we were able to reach a lot of lives and give them an experience that showed the love and power of God,” she said.
The 11 sponsoring churches involved in making VBS MFF the success that
it was: Bethany United Methodist Church, First United Church of Christ, First
United Lutheran Church, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Immaculate Conception
BVM Church, Mount Zion/First United Church of Christ Nescopeck, Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church, St. Joseph Church, and Wesley United Methodist Church
Nescopeck.
The program began Sunday, June 18 and continued through Thursday, June 22,
from 6-8:30 p.m. each evening, with students experiencing God through experiential activities that included Bible study, hands-on projects, group productions,
games, group singing and craft activities.
The mission for the week was to sponsor BerVaughn Park Pool scholarships
for underprivileged children. Parents and students contributed to the final closing
ceremony, and participated in the final closing by dunking a session leader and a
number of BerVaughn Park lifeguards into a dunk tank.
The VBS MFF met for a wrap-up session with the intent to outline improvements, identify future host churches, and to plan for continued Berwick area VBS
ecumenical growth.

Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012
Deacon Frank Eckman, 2012
Msgr. Thomas Smith, 2014.

Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women Awards Scholarship
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women awarded its annual scholarship to Alyssa Menko, a recent high school graduate and a member of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel. The award was presented during the
parish’s Mass on July 22 by Joyce Scott, Chairperson of the HDCCW Scholarship Committee. Shown from left in the photo are Mrs. Scott, Alyssa, and Father
Francis Karwacki, pastor.
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Spiritual Offerings

Bishop William J. Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop of
Pittsburgh, will celebrate Mass at Prince of Peace-Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Steelton on Aug. 13 at 3 p.m.
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. A reception with light refreshments will follow in the Parish
Center. All are invited to attend the Mass and reception.
A Rosary Rally celebrating the 100th Anniversary
of the Fatima Apparitions is prayed the third Saturday of
each month in the Square in Littlestown at 12 noon. The next rally is
Aug. 19. Call Barb at 717-359-4604.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for children
will be offered every Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. and Thursday from
1-2 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel at St. Joseph Church, Lancaster,
through Aug. 24. Catechist Patricia Wang will welcome and guide
children of all ages and abilities in Fatima prayers as we grow closer
to Jesus. Contact Mrs. Wang at 717-396-0635 or mrswang113@
gmail.com.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Lancaster is holding its annual Novena in honor of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary from Aug. 6-14 at 7 p.m., except Saturday, when it will
follow the 4 p.m. Mass. The Novena will consist of the Rosary and
Novena prayers, and lasts approximately 30 minutes.
A Charismatic Mass with Prayers for Healing will be
celebrated Aug. 16 at St. Rose of Lima Church, York. Father Daniel
Richards, pastor, will be the celebrant. Praise and worship music
begins at 6:30 p.m. with Mass at 7. The Mass is sponsored by the
local Charismatic Prayer Groups: Spirit of Love and Mercy, The
Magnificat and Come and See! For more information, call Joyce at
717-308-7245.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Devotional is
prayed the Second Sunday of each month at St. Rose of Lima
Church in York. The next Chaplet is August, 13 at 3 p.m. For information, call Joseph at 717-308-7245.
Mass in the Croatian language will be celebrated Aug.
6 at 11 a.m. prior to the Croatian picnic at Cibort Park, Penn St.,
Bressler. This year’s celebration is especially significant as Prince of
Peace Parish celebrates the 100th anniversary of its parish church.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy, April 10-20, 2018
with St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle and Father William Forrey, pastor. Eleven days and 15 meals are included, with transportation by bus and a tour guide. Visiting the Vatican, a Papal Audience,
Assisi, San Giovani Rotondo, Pompeii and numerous other cities.
For further information, contact Cynthia Adams at pilgrimage2018@
gmail.com or call 717-554-8929.
In honor of the 100th anniversary of the apparitions
at Fatima, St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg is sponsoring a
pilgrimage to the National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima
in Asbury, N.J. The pilgrimage will be held Sept. 23, departing from
St. Margaret Mary church at 8 a.m., and returning by 7 p.m. Cost of
$35 includes tip for bus driver. Deadline to register is Aug. 15. The
day includes praying the Rosary as a group, Confessions and Mass
at noon, plus an orientation talk provided by the Shrine staff. Bring
your own lunch to eat on the grounds in the pavilion. The group will
stop for fast food on the way home. There will be free time to explore
the grounds and visit the gift shop. To register, call Connie at 717561-1509.
Pilgrimage to Rome with Father Timothy Marcoe
on Proximo Travel’s Rome, Assisi, Padre Pio & Shrines of Italy
pilgrimage to Rome, Orvieto, Assisi, Lanciano, Loreto, San Giovanni
Rotondo, Pietrelcina, Monte Cassino. Trip Dates: Sept. 9-19, 2017.
Cost is $4,000 airfare and all included. To register, contact 855-8428001 or 508-340-9370 or visit www.proximotravel.com.
Holy Land pilgrimage with Father Michael Reid,
Jan. 10-19, 2018. We will celebrate Mass each day in the Holy Land.
Itinerary includes Galilee, Capernaum, Nazareth (candlelight procession), Mount Carmel, Jericho, Bethlehem (dinner with local families),
and Jerusalem (Mount Zion, Wailing Wall, Stations of the Cross, Holy
Sepulchre, Ein Karem), plus a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and
floating on the Dead Sea. Expect two to three hours of walking each
day. Land and air from Newark will be $2,995 (cash discount price)
for double occupancy. Forinformation, contact Annette at Select
International Tours 1-800-842-4842, or annette@select-intl.com.
Pilgrimage to Italy led by Father Sylvan Capitani
and assisted by Deacon Michael Solomon, April 10-20,
2018. Featuring Eucharistic Miracles: Orvieto, Siena, Lanciano and
Macerato and other sacred places: Assisi, Loreto and Rome. Special
luncheons and dinners. All-inclusive price of $3,500. We are offering
a special opportunity to visit some of the most significant Holy Places
and shrines in Italy, not normally included in most tours. The only
item not included is one meal daily, either in the evening when we
have scheduled a special full Italian luncheon or at noon when a
classic Italian dinner is provided. For a full itinerary and application
form, contact Deacon Mike Solomon, Faith Travel & Tours at 717885-6978 or faithtraveltours@gmail.com.
Pilgrimage to Medjugorje with Father Dan Powell
April 23-May 3, 2018. Visit Medjugorje, Bosnia/Herzegovina with Father Powell, pastor of St. John Neumann Parish in Lancaster. Seven
nights/double occupancy in a family home located very close to the
church. Breakfast and dinner included each day in Medjugorje. One
night/double occupancy in Dubrovnik, Croatia, with breakfast only.
Transportation to and from Medjugorje. Cost is $895 land only. For
more information, contact pilgrimage coordinator Julie Rasp, OFS, at
717-394-7715 or pilgrimage guide Mary McCafferty at 717-291-3221.

Education & Enrichment

Annual Diocesan Liturgical Workshop – An invitation
is extended to all interested parishioners to attend the Annual Diocesan Liturgical Workshop. The workshop, “Unlocking the Power
and Influence of the Sacred Liturgy,” will be held on Saturday,
Aug. 12 from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg. There is no registration fee, but registration is required
to ensure that we have sufficient materials. The registration form
is available on the diocesan website events calendar at www.
HbgDiocese.org. Direct any questions to Connie Egan at cegan@
hbgdiocese.org.
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom Adult
Faith Formation Program will be hosting Bible and faith
sharing studies beginning this fall. The studies will include The
Great Adventure Bible Timeline, Follow Me: The Gospel of John,
Hearts Afire Parish-Based Program Retreats, and more. For details,
consult St. John’s Parish website for what is currently being offered
and for future updates at http://www.sjbnf.org/for-adults. You may
contact the Religious Education Office at 717-235-2439 for more
information and to register.
Ever thought about the purpose of your life?
Ever asked yourself how you can begin a better
life? Want to know why Jesus matters? Are you tired of fishing for
answers to questions like these? Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in Abbottstown is inviting those interested in these subjects to attend “Discovering Christ,” a 7-session course on the most important
questions of life. The course offers you an opportunity to revitalize
your faith, to grow or develop a relationship with Jesus Christ, to
have fellowship in your faith journey and to explore the meaning of
life in Jesus Christ. The series will begin on Aug. 22 and continue
until Oct. 3 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. To register, or for more information,
contact Sister Rosanne at 717-259-0611, ext. 7.
“Young Women of Grace, Embrace your Femininity,” a study program created by Women of Grace for girls ages
10-17, will continue to be held at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg. In this study, our Catholic daughters will discover their
purpose and mission in the world. Fall study will start on Sept. 8 in
the former church from 4-5:30 p.m. For information, contact Ann
Marie Lapkowicz at 717-657-3665 or annmarie622@gmail.com or
Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or carnold@womenofgrace.com.
Study of “The Bible and the Sacraments” at Holy
Infant Parish, Manchester. This beautifully filmed, elevenlesson series explores the sacraments of the Catholic Church
“The Bible and the Sacraments” looks at the basic teaching of the
Church as to their meaning and origin, and investigates the deeper
mystery of the sacraments as illuminated in Sacred Scripture. Examining the rich relationship between the Old and New Testaments,
it reveals the sacraments as more than mere earthly rituals. The
goal of “The Bible and the Sacraments” is to understand where the
sacraments come from, what they mean, and why they are so important and foundational to our Catholic faith. Sessions start Sept.
11 for eleven consecutive Mondays, at 7 p.m. in the Holy Infant
Parish Hall, 535 Conewago Creek Road, Manchester. Participant
workbooks are available for $20. To sign up, order your Participant
Workbook, and for information, contact Terry Bradunas at 717-2661274 or terrybradunas@comcast.net.

Fundraisers & Events

The 50/50 prize for the Frank J. Gawronski Golf
Tournament held at the Country Club of Harrisburg on June
19 is still unclaimed. If you participated in the tournament and hold
ticket 617527, please contact Frank Crupi at 717-728-8892.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School’s 60th Anniversary Alumni Reunion will be held Sept. 16 from 6-10
p.m. in the school gym, 330 Church Avenue, Ephrata. This reunion
is for all alumni in the classes of 1960 to 2009. Tickets are $25 person/$40 couple. Ages 21 and over only! Join our Facebook page
at OMPH Reunion for more information, or call Lauren (DePaul)
Caramenico (Class of ’94) at 717-314-1806.
Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster announces its annual golf outing Sept. 12 at Four Seasons Golf Club
in Landisville with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. and registration
at 10 a.m. Men and women golfers may play in foursomes for $85
each. Twosomes and singles will be paired up. The day includes a
hot dog/hamburger/beer lunch, a roast beef/stuffed chicken dinner,
and door prizes/contests include a $10,000 prize for a hole in one
on hole four sponsored by Certified Carpet. Proceeds go toward
the technology fund. For information or to register, call 717-3923083 or e-mail dwalker@resurrectioncatholicschool.net.
The St. Joan of Arc Council of Catholic Women in
Hershey will be holding their annual rummage sale and flea market on Friday, Aug. 4 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 5 from
8-11 a.m. in the school cafeteria, which is located at 359 W. Areba
Ave. in Hershey. There will be clothing, household items, books,
games, puzzles, jewelry, toys, knick-knacks and much more! All
proceeds go to charity.
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will host a
concert Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. by the New Cumberland Town Band. The
outdoor concert will take place on the lawn of the church along
Park Street. The concert is free. Bring your lawn chair or a blanket
and sit in the grass. If the weather is uncooperative, the rain date is
Sept. 20 at 6 p.m.
The Matsiko World Orphan Choir will return to St.
Theresa Parish in New Cumberland on Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. with a
new cadre of singers for a concert in the sanctuary.
Fabulous 50s Fundraiser to benefit A Woman’s
Concern will be held Aug. 26 from 5:30-10 p.m. in the gymnasium
at St. Leo the Great in Rohrerstown. Knights of Columbus Council
6810 invites you to a dinner dance for the benefit of A Woman’s
Concern as they attempt to acquire a new ultrasound machine. A
portion of the funds will be matched by Knights of Columbus
Supreme Council. The $15 admission includes light hors d’oeuvres,

beer, wine, soft drinks, buffet dinner and live music by “Mama Tried,”
playing hits of the 50s through the 80s. Free-will offerings will be solicited during the event. Register and pay online at http://www.stleos.
org/Upcoming_Events.html or mail your name, number of attendees
and $15 per person, by Aug. 19, to St. Leo the Great Church, 2427
Marietta Ave., Lancaster PA 17601, ATTN: Frank A. Kuchinski. Make
Checks Payable to St. Leo the Great Church.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Bonneauville will
hold its 15th Annual Golf Tournament Sept. 30 at Meadowbrook
Golf Course in Gettysburg. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. Four-person
scramble, $55 per golfer, $220 per team. For information, or to
register, contact the parish at 717-334-2510 or Jeff Small at 717334-8542.
Shop, donate or volunteer at the St. Margaret
Mary Flea Market, at 2821 Herr Street in Harrisburg, across
from the school parking lot. The shop is open every first Saturday
of the month from 8 a.m.-noon; every third Thursday from 3-7 p.m.;
and every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Donations are always
needed and can be dropped off at the Flea Market every Wednesday from 9:30-noon and on all sale days. Remember us when you
are cleaning out your closets/kitchens/garages. We do not accept
large furniture items or TVs. Volunteers also needed. All proceeds
benefit St. Margaret Mary Church. Questions? Call Elizabeth
at 717-329-4123.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove will
have a Luau Fundraiser Aug. 18 from 4-7 p.m. at the parish center
located at 1031 Sprenkle Road. Choice of Beef Satay, skewers
of beef marinated in a teriyaki sauce, or Mahi Mahi with a peach
salsa. All meals include snow pea medley (snow peas with water
chestnuts in a balsamic glaze), roll, fruit kabab and rice pilaf. We
offer a combo meal where you’ll get both beef and seafood. Beef
dinner is $10, Mahi Mahi dinner $12 and the combo $16. We also
offer a kids’ fish stick dinner with French fries or rice pilaf for $6. For
more information, contact 717-225-1704.
The Knights of Columbus of St. John Neumann
Council 12532 in Lancaster will host their 17th Annual Pig
& Corn Roast Aug. 20, from noon-3 p.m., rain or shine, at the Saint
John XXIII building on the grounds of St. John Neumann Church,
601 East Delp Road. Drive-thru and takeout available. Tickets cost
$10 each, with children 4 and under free, for a pork sandwich,
roasted corn, baked beans, apple sauce, a beverage and ice
cream. For tickets, call the parish office (717-569-8531), Al Gillis
(717-293-1051), Bruce Bischoff (717-435-9605) or Chuck Mayo
(717-569-2394). Proceeds benefit the St. John Neumann Church,
pro-life and other council charities.
Ensemble du Pain Musical will present a free choral
concert at Prince of Peace-Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in Steelton Aug. 8 at 7 p.m. “In the Fair Land” will feature
settings of traditional hymn tunes and Americana. Ensemble du
Pain Musical is a Harrisburg-based chamber choir founded and
directed by Dr. Laura Petravage. Ensemble du Pain Musical’s
mission is to inspire both the performer and the listener, encouraging an awareness of culture and beauty through music. For more
information, visit: www.ensembledupainmusical.com.
St. Theresa School and the St. Theresa Knights
of Columbus Council 892 in New Cumberland are
holding the 2017 Saints Shootout and Monsignor Leitch Memorial
Golf Outing Sept. 8 at Valley Green Golf Course in Etters. Proceeds
from the event help St. Theresa School students and charitable
programs sponsored by the Knights. Event includes a continental
breakfast/registration at 8 a.m. followed by a 9 a.m. scramble with
prizes, lunch and beverages. Entry free is $75 per golfer or $300
per foursome. Men and women golfers of all abilities welcome!
More information, including sponsorship opportunities, can be found
at www.sainttheresaschool.org or by contacting Michelle Zemba at
717-649-8899 or mzemba@sainttheresaschool.org.
A crab, beer and wine festival will be held Aug. 26 from
4-8 p.m. at Trinity High School in Camp Hill. Enjoy artisan beer and
wine from Central PA’s finest craft breweries and wineries, steamed
Harbor House crabs, and Redd’s BBQ while listening to live music
by the Jewett Brothers Band and a local DJ. Tickets for all-you-caneat and one drink are $50 before Aug. 15, $60 before Aug. 25, and
$70 the day of the event. All-you-can-drink wristbands are $35, and
individual drinks are sold separately. This is an adult-only event. A
portion of all proceeds will benefit the Central PA Food Bank. For
ticket and sponsorship information, visit www.pacrabfest.org.
Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold a chicken barbecue Aug. 12 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Columbia Boro
Fire Department. Cost of $7 includes half a chicken, bag of chips
and a drink. Purchase a half chicken only for $5.50. For tickets, call
the rectory office at 717-684-2711 or Regina Fisher at 717-6844248.

Job Openings

York Catholic High School is seeking a part-time
Spiritual Life Coordinator for grades 7-12. Requirements:
Catechetical Certification and Theology degree. State and federal
clearances. Send résumé, certification, diocesan application (available at www.yorkcatholic.org), a copy of state and federal clearances, and letter of interest to Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic
High School, 601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717846-8871, ext. 212, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
Art teacher position available at Lebanon Catholic School to start immediately. The applicant will be responsible
for elementary and middle school art classes, along with high
school elective courses. All applicants will need updated clearances
upon employment. E-mail Mrs. Megan Sanchez, Secondary Director/Studies Director, at msanchez@lebanoncatholicschool.org.
Sacred Heart in Spring Grove is looking for a
liturgical musician. This person will be responsible for providing musical accompaniment for Masses, special services, weddings
and funerals. This could be instrumental or vocal accompaniment. This position requires a mature, responsible individual who is
conscientious about music preparation and dedicated to honoring
commitments. The person in this position needs to maintain a
professional relationship with the pastor, the choir director, the
members of the choir, parishioners in general and the members of
the parish committee concerned with worship music. Send résumé
to 1031 Sprenkle Road, Spring Grove, PA 17362 by Aug. 15. For
questions, contact Heather-Marie Merrill at HMerrill@hbgdiocese.
org.
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Art as You’ve Never Seen It
New Film Highlights Pope Francis’ Vision
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
What do the Sistine Chapel, a used
car with 186,000 miles on the odometer and a statue of Our Lady of Lujan
made out of metal from an abandoned
factory have in common?
Besides being found in the Vatican Museums’ collections, the 1984
Renault, the Renaissance frescoes and
the recycled scrap all help showcase
Pope Francis’ concept of art, according to museum officials.
Blessed Paul VI’s close relationship
and active outreach to artists is wellknown, as is St. John Paul II’s love
of theater and poetry and retired Pope
Benedict XVI’s passion for music.
But not many people know about
Pope Francis’ love of film, literature,
music and the role he believes art can
play in evangelization, social change
and spiritual transformation. A new
documentary produced by the Vatican
Museums and Vatican City State aims
to fill that void.
Titled “My Idea of Art,” the 45-minute film is based on the book of the
same name, authored by Pope Francis
after Italian journalist Tiziana Lupi
transcribed it from a sit-down interview with the pope in May 2015.
While the book is available only in
Italian, the documentary film aims for
a global audience, with subtitles in six
languages and yet-to-be-announced
theatrical releases worldwide. The
Vatican also approved plans to submit
the film for the Academy Awards’
consideration for 2018.
Like the book, the film presents “the
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A white 1984 Renault that Father Renzo Zocca donated to Pope Francis in 2013
highlights the importance of “a poor Church for the poor.” The Italian priest put
more than 180,000 miles on the car, ministering to drug addicts and the poor.
Pope Francis told the priest he had the same make and model when he worked in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and it “never let him down.”

ideal art gallery” of Pope Francis,
offering stunning visuals of selected
masterpieces in the Vatican’s collec-

tions to colorfully illustrate the pope’s
vision for art.
Using high-resolution 4K cinemaArgentine sculptor
Alejandro Marmo’s “Christ
the Worker” is made out
of metal abandoned near
closed-down factories.
CNS/VATICAN MUSEUMS

tography and state-of-the-art drones,
filmmakers provide panoramic bird’seye views of St. Peter’s Square, the
basilica and Vatican Gardens, and
close-up details of hard-to-see pieces
like the hieroglyphics on the 85-foot
tall Egyptian obelisk in St. Peter’s
Square and the Sistine Chapel’s frescoed ceiling.
The images are layered with insight
from Lupi, explanations of the artwork by Sandro Barbagallo, curator
of historical collections at the Vatican Museums, and snippets of Pope
Francis speaking about the culture of
waste and how art and evangelization
exalt the beauty of God’s creation
and seek to recover what others have
thrown away.
“The artist is a witness of the invisible,” Pope Francis says in the film’s
narration, “and works of art are the
clearest proof that the incarnation is
possible.” Which is why, the pope
says, artists can counteract today’s
throwaway culture and evangelize,
because art reveals “what cannot be
seen; for some it’s an illusion. Instead
it is hope which we all can believe
in.”
“Pope Francis thinks like an artist,
without a doubt,” Argentine sculptor
Alejandro Marmo told Catholic News
Service at the documentary’s debut at
the Vatican Museums in late June.
The same way artists find beauty
in and shape the materials right there
before them, Pope Francis welcomes
and gives form or direction to the
malleable heart in his midst, he said.
It’s a hands-on, artist’s approach in offering pastoral care, said Marmo.

