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The sun rises over the Atlantic Ocean on the Brazilian coast July 28 after World Youth Day pilgrims slept on Copacabana Beach following an
evening vigil with Pope Francis. Thirty-seven pilgrims from the Diocese of Harrisburg participated in World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, and
experiences from their journey are chronicled on pages 9-17.
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Dan O’Leary crawls along rows of planted corn, pulling weeds and rocks from the dirt.
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Farming Program Cultivates
Seminarians’ Human Formation
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

ily and the other seminarians, budgeting for grocery
store purchases, cooking meals and tending to the
farmhouse property.
These duties, above and beyond the daily labors in
the fields, afforded Father LaVoie and priest mentors
an opportunity to see the seminarians’ willingness to
work hard and cooperate with one another.
Sitting in the farmhouse living room – noticeably
empty of televisions, video games and other electronics – Sean Warfield reflected on the ways in
which the program helped him develop characteristics he especially wanted to address.
“Determination is an area I want to grow in, and
I also want to try to be more assertive,” said Sean,
a native of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover
who will enter his first year of theology at Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., this fall.
“I can tend to take the passive role…so I want
to put myself out there, to take a better stance as a
leader,” he said.
“This program is the perfect environment to work
out those things. There is always a job that you are
in charge of here,” he said.
With the many and varied challenges and responsibilities laid at the seminarians’ feet, the St. Joseph
Program allows for goals and strategies to be tailored to each man for his own growth and development.
And the seminarians were not only accountable to Father LaVoie, but to
each other as well.
“The Church says that an essential agent of a seminarian’s
formation is his brothers,” Father
LaVoie said. “Often, someone
else’s eyes can see areas where
we can grow and be challenged.
Through confidential, honest and
sincere meetings, the men challenged one another more than I
ever could.
“They have a vested interest in
each other,” he continued. “They
have an obligation to make sure
that the men to their left and the

In the rolling hills and fertile fields nestled just
south of Arendtsville in Adams County, Oyler’s Organic Farms is preparing for an extraordinary harvest.
Here in the heart of apple country, the Oyler family grows organic apples and peaches, and raises
grass-fed cattle and free-range chickens.
Five generations of the family have farmed this
land, which is yielding a very different kind of crop
this summer.
Six seminarians from the Diocese of Harrisburg
lived and worked on the farm in June and July as
part of the innovative St. Joseph Program, designed
to address the seminarians’ human formation.
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Making their home in a three-bedroom farmhouse
that pre-dates the Civil War, seminarians Matthew Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Vocations DirecCannon, Andrew Hartung, Stephen Logue, Dan tor, pulls weeds. He joined the seminarians in their
O’Leary, Bennett Smith and Sean Warfield labored farm work this summer as part of a program to examine their human formation.
in the fields by day and returned to care for the needs
of their house at night.
These attributes include dependability, self-sacFather Raymond LaVoie, the diocesan Vocations rificial love, and the ability to deal with stress and
Director, worked side-by-side with the seminarians conflict, and they came to the forefront
this summer, observing their strengths and helping during the summer program as the
to address areas for growth.
seminarians were given weekly, inThe focus of the program – named for St. Joseph, dividual responsibilities in addithe model of workers – is to examine the seminar- tion to their farm work.
ians’ human forAssignments included acting
mation – their
as liaison between the Oyler famability, as future
priests, to be a
bridge for others to meet Jesus
Christ.
“Human formation looks at
the talents and
attributes
that
would contribute
to a man being
a healthy, holy
and
effective
spiritual father,”
Father LaVoie
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
explained.
Andrew Hartung observes the grass-fed cattle raised by Oyler’s Organic Farms.

More FARMING, page 3
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Tools and water jugs in hand, Andrew Hartung, Dan O’Leary, Matthew Cannon, Stephen Logue and Sean Warfield make their way along rows of newly-sprouted corn
in the heat of July.

Farming
Continued from 2

men to their right become the best men
they can be because, God willing, one
day they will be priests who are serving the same people of God that they
love.”
A House of Formation
At first glance, the two-story farmhouse resembles many of the others
that dot the rolling hills surrounding
Arendtsville, where crowds gather
each October for the National Apple
Harvest Festival.
But beyond the gravel driveway,
longstanding outbuildings, storm cellar doors and a front porch lined with
rocking chairs stands a house of formation where seminarians focus on
the aspects that make a man and the
characteristics that make a priest.
Religious icons hang on the walls
in the living room and dining room,
which are cooled by air conditioners
in the windows. A small room serves
as a chapel – with an altar and ambo
from a chapel that the Oyler family set
up when their father was ill – and is
filled with books from the collection
of the late Bishop Joseph McFadden.
Every morning, the seminarians gathered there for a Holy Hour and Mass.
In the evenings, after dinner, the
seminarians played cards or board
games, and chatted with each other as
they strengthened their bonds. The six
young men shared two bedrooms – a
third was Father LaVoie’s – one bathroom, and house chores like laundry,
washing dishes and mowing the lawn.
“You leave here with a different
identity. You’re not the same person
you were when you first came here,”
seminarian Matthew Cannon said as he
pulled his work boots and gloves from
a set of shelves on the front porch.
It was early afternoon. The dining
room table was cleared from lunch,
and the dishes were washed. It was
time for work to resume.
“I’ve grown a lot more mature,”
Matthew said as he prepared to head
into the fields. “I see myself developing into a leader, into a much more
responsible person that someone can
very much trust.”

Labor of Love
A native of St. Leo the Great Parish
wanted it to illustrate the seminarThe St. Joseph Program takes a ians’ willingness to work hard for the
in Rohrerstown, Matthew will enter
his fourth year of college at St. Charles hands-on approach in developing the Church and her people.
“Bishop McFadden would ask me
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood, seminarians’ human formation.
The seminarians in this year’s pilot time and again of candidates, ‘Are they
Pa., this fall.
As the seminarians geared up in program were not selected because of men who will work hard every day for
T-shirts, jeans, old baseball caps and deficiencies, Father LaVoie pointed the people of God, even when there is no
sunscreen, the physical demands of the out. They just happened to be the first glory behind it?’” Father LaVoie said.
group selected to participate in what
“Our seminarians have seen that
farm work quickly became evident.
With temperatures pushing 100 de- he expects will be an ongoing program connection in the work on the farm,”
he said. “What impressed me most
grees, they walked through rows of for all seminarians.
Father LaVoie explained that Bishop was their fidelity and zeal. Their charnewly-sprouted corn, tilling the land
with hoes as they chopped and pulled McFadden, in support of the program,
More FARMING, page 4
weeds and rocks from the ground.
Their progress was
slow and steady, and
evident by the symmetrical rows that resulted
from the previous days’
work.
Earlier in the summer,
the seminarians weeded
apple trees and planted
corn by hand – working
on their hands and knees
for several weeks.
Running his forearm
across his face to wipe
sweat from his brow,
Dan O’Leary considered how the farm experience provided a
glimpse into what it
means to work for a living.
“I went shopping toEMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
day to get food, and the
bill was $130. It made The farmhouse chapel where the seminarians gathered for a Holy Hour and Mass every mornme stop and think about ing. Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Vocations Director, and visiting priests celebrated liturwhat people have to do gies for the seminarians.
to get by,” he said.
The three-bedroom farmhouse on the
“I think about the OyOlyer farm, where six diocesan
ler family. They make
seminarians lived this summer as part of
little money off this
the diocese’s innovative St. Joseph
farm for working from
Program to focus on their
sun-up to sun-down,”
human formation.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
said Dan, a member of
Good Shepherd Parish
in Camp Hill who will
begin his third year of
theology at St. Charles
Borromeo
Seminary
this fall. “The peace and
happiness they have
is unbelievable. They
work the land, and they
take pride in what they
have.”
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Bennett Smith, Dan O’Leary, Matthew Cannon, Father Raymond LaVoie and Sean Warfield take a break from their labors on the Oyler farm. Seminarians Stephen
Logue and Andrew Hartung, who participated in the program, are not pictured.
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Father Raymond LaVoie, Diocesan Vocations Director, breaks a sweat.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Seminarians’ work boots and baseball caps are stashed on a shelving unit on the
farmhouse porch.

Farming
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acter was revealed in the things they
did day-in and day-out. Even if it was
as monotonous as weeding for eight
hours, they saw the spiritual benefit. It
was tough labor, but it also reflected
how well they will serve the people of
God in the future.”
Father LaVoie said
he plans
that the program will
be offered every year,
and said it is something that will benefit
every seminarian.
Sean Warfield said
the program stressed
the importance of hard
work and discipline
as necessary for the
priesthood.
“If you apply them
the right way, you can
unite yourself with
Christ’s work,” he
said. “That can be a
struggle to remember,
especially on 90-degree days when you
are raking from early
morning until 5:00 in

the evening. But when you feel that
you are about to give up, you connect
it to the work and sufferings of Christ,
and you connect it to your dependency
on God’s help.”
Farm work is not a prerequisite for
the priesthood, but the experience on
the Oyler farm this summer reinforced
the value of hard work for the seminarians in the pilot program.
“The priest won’t be out in the fields

Below: Bennett Smith cleans the chicken coop.

thinning apple trees, pulling weeds
or doing these farm activities, but he
will have to work just as hard,” Dan
O’Leary remarked. “He will come
home to the rectory and take
care of it and be accountable
to himself. The work
and the lifestyle in
the St. Joseph
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Program translate into the qualities a
priest will need.”
For all the challenges and physical
labor that the program required of the
seminarians this summer, Matthew
Cannon said they were motivated
by the late Bishop McFadden.
“He really wanted us to be formed
into humble, mature
priests who are willing to carry the Gospel of Christ, who are
willing to go out and
spread the Gospel to
the best of their ability,” Matthew said. “I
think we have all the
extra motivation we
need because that is
what he wanted of us.”
“From all the work
this summer, I have an
extreme sense of reward,” Matthew said.
“Look at what these
guys, with virtually no
farming experience,
have done to help the
Oyler family. It’s not
glorious work, but it is
wonderful because it
helped others.”
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Msgr. Topper Turns
101 Years Old

Msgr. Vincent Topper, the diocese’s oldest and longest-serving priest,
celebrated his 101st birthday on July 28.
He served at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
in York, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel, Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Fairfield, St. Joseph Parish in Milton, St. Columba Parish in Bloomsburg and St. Joseph Parish in
York. He currently lives at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
Birthday greetings can be sent to Msgr. Vincent Topper at St. Catherine
Labouré Parish, 4000 Derry Street, Harrisburg PA 17111.

Funds Donated
to Tornado Relief
Through the special collection taken up in parishes on the weekend of
June 1 and 2 to aid in the recovery
of the Oklahoma tornados, the people
of the Diocese of Harrisburg donated
$269,956.97 to assist the victims.
The monies were remitted by Harrisburg Catholic Administrative Services, Inc., to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Office
of National Collections.
EF5 tornados ripped through
Moore, Okla., and the Oklahoma
City suburbs May 19, 20 and 31, killing 43 people, injuring several hundred, and causing severe damage to
homes, businesses and schools.
Communities across central Oklahoma continue to recover from the
devastation, receiving prayer and

support from across the nation.
“The outpouring of prayer, love
and support from across our great
state and from around the nation has
been overwhelming,” Archbishop
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City
wrote in his column for the online
edition of the Sooner Catholic newspaper. “It is bringing comfort to those
who have lost loved ones, suffered
injuries and whose homes, businesses and properties have been damaged
or destroyed.”
“We are never alone in our distress
and suffering,” he wrote. “Through
the love and kindness of both neighbors and strangers, Jesus is demonstrating his faithfulness, ‘Behold, I
am with you always’” (Mt. 28:20).
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Paradise School Offers
Outpatient Services, Ceases
Residential Program
Catholic Charities and its affiliate Paradise School in Abbottstown recently announced a new
phase in its legacy of educating
children and providing for those
with special needs.
Through the addition of Paradise Outpatient, male and female
students enrolled in elementary,
middle and high school grades
will now be able to receive support through therapeutic activities
as well as individual, family and
group therapies.
“Recent changes in the economy
and public policy have brought
Paradise School into yet another
phase of programming and service,” said Dr. Mark Totaro, Executive Director of Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
As the numbers of children being placed in residential settings
has decreased dramatically over
the past few years, an increased
reliance on community-based
placements and outpatient services has occurred. In order to meet
this trend and need, the residential component of programming
will no longer be offered. Instead,
Paradise School will now offer
licensed outpatient counseling
services to the day students and
their families who are receiving
educational services from the local Intermediate Unit and school
districts.
This service will provide individualized care and promote family involvement. The outpatient
counseling program will also be
offered to any individual couple
or family who is interested in receiving services, with fees based
on one’s ability to pay.
Although the focus of programming has changed significantly
over the history of the institution, which began in 1911, Paradise School remains an entity of
Catholic Charities and the Dio-

cese of Harrisburg. It has survived
and adapted to meet the needs of
the surrounding communities for
more than 100 years, unequaled
by most non-governmental organizations or corporations.
“With this new chapter in the
legacy of a great institution, we
should note that an essential part
of its mission has not changed,”
Dr. Totaro said. “Because of the
underpinnings and support provided by the Church for the past
100 years, Paradise School will
continue to provide for the poor,
the disenfranchised and for all
who come in need.”
The services available through
Paradise Outpatient will be offered for the entire community,
not just for those enrolled in the
school. Services will include individual family, couple or marital
therapies. Those interested in receiving therapy, and professionals
seeking to refer, are welcome to
contact the school directly at 717259-9537.
Paradise Outpatient is a licensed
program with an experienced,
professional staff and exceptional
facilities. It accepts medical assistance, York and Adams MH/DD
funding, and, for those not covered by these programs, offers a
sliding fee scale.
Paradise School began in 1911
through the foresight of Bishop
John W. Shanahan, third Bishop
of Harrisburg, as a home for orphaned and destitute boys. It is
operated by Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Harrisburg. It is located at 6156 West Canal Road in
Abbottstown, and can be reached
at 717-259-9537.

Catholic Charismatic
Day of Renewal
With Father Bill McCarthy, MSA
September 21 from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
The Diocese of Harrisburg’s annual Charismatic Day of Renewal will feature Father Bill McCarthy, MSA, a gifted author, teacher and evangelist. He
is a member of the Holy Apostles Community and co-founder and co-director
of “My Father’s House” Spiritual Life and Retreat Center in Moodus, Connecticut.
Cost is $20 per person, with or without lunch. Register by Sept. 10 with
lunch preference (ham or turkey) with check payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg” to: Charismatic Renewal, ATTN Jaclyn Curran, 4800 Union Deposit
Road, Harrisburg PA 17111. For more information, call Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Parish in Mount Carmel at 570-339-1031.
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News of Canonizations has
‘Gladdened Hearts’
of Faithful, Cardinal Says
Catholic News Service
The two popes whose canonizations received final clearance July 5 “each had a profound impact on
the Church and the world,” as New York Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan put it.
Pope Francis signed a decree clearing the way for
Blessed John Paul II and Blessed John XXIII to be
canonized, possibly later his year.
In a July 5 statement, Cardinal Dolan, president
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, said:
“I know that today’s news has gladdened the hearts
of the faithful throughout the world, just as it did
for me.”
Blessed John, known most widely for having convened the Second Vatican Council, will be canonized without having met the normal requirement of
having a second miracle attributed to his intercession.
The cardinals and archbishops who are members
of the saints’ congregation met at the Vatican July
2 and voted in favor of the pope recognizing as a
miracle the healing of Floribeth Mora Diaz, a Costa
Rican who was suffering from a brain aneurysm
and recovered after prayers through the intercession
of Blessed John Paul.
The congregation members, according to news
reports, also evaluated the cause of Blessed John
and voted to ask Pope Francis to canonize him without requiring a miracle. According to Church rules
– established by the pope and subject to changes by
him – a miracle is needed after beatification to make
a candidate eligible for canonization.
Cardinal Dolan said that by convening Vatican
II, “Pope John XXIII helped present the timeless
teaching of Jesus and his Church in the modern age.
And, Pope John Paul II helped to bring that teaching
to every corner of the globe, as a tireless missionary
for the faith.”
Cincinnati Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr, noted
that as director of the 1993 World Youth Day in
Denver, he met with Pope John Paul II many times.
“When Pope John Paul II died on April 2, 2005,
the cry immediately went up from the crowd in St.
Peter’s Square of ‘Santo Subito’ – ‘Saint Immediately!’” Archbishop Schnurr said in a statement.
“In addition to resolve, kindness, a sense of humor and many other fine qualities, I observed in
him that sanctity which the crowd proclaimed. I am
grateful that the Church’s careful process of canonization has confirmed what we all felt in our hearts.”
Miami Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski said the
news of the canonizations while not unexpected “is
nevertheless received with great joy.”
Linking the announcement to the other major
Vatican news of the day, the publication of “Lumen
Fidei” (“The Light of Faith”), the first encyclical
published under Pope Francis, which was begun by
Pope Benedict, Archbishop Wenski said the two future saints “were shining witnesses to the ‘lumen
fidei,’ the light of faith, in the second half of the
20th century.”
He said both popes “spoke frequently and urgently about the need for a new evangelization directed
towards those who once had received the faith but
now seem to be ‘tired’ of it. They will certainly be
the patron saints of the new evangelization that we
– disciples in faith and missionaries of hope – are
called to announce to our contemporaries in this
21st Century.”
The Knights of Columbus in a statement said the
Blessed John Paul II Shrine in Washington would

CNS/JUAN CARLOS ULATE, REUTERS

Floribeth Mora Diaz, the Costa Rican woman
whose inexplicable cure has been attributed to the
intercession of Blessed John Paul II, wipes away
tears as she gives her testimony to the media in
San Jose, Costa Rica, July 5.

Costa Rican
Woman Details
Miracle Credited
to Blessed
John Paul
CNS FILE PHOTO

Pope John XXIII, who convened the Second Vatican Council, is pictured in an undated photo. Pope
Francis asked the world’s cardinals to vote on the
canonization of Blessed John XXIII, even in the absence of a miracle.

CNS FILE PHOTO, JOE RIMKUS, JR.

Blessed John Paul II gestures to the crowd at World
Youth Day in Denver in 1993. Pope Francis signed
a decree clearing the way for the canonization of
Blessed John Paul II on July 5.

be offering a series of programs and events to mark
Blessed John Paul’s canonization.
The shrine was established by the Knights at the
former Pope John Paul II Cultural Center, which
the fraternal organization purchased in August
2011.
“John Paul II was a champion of the rights and
dignity of every human person, and his witness and
legacy continue to speak important messages to our
world today. Similarly, his life of holiness and devotion to God continue to be an example to us all,”
said Patrick Kelly, the shrine’s executive director.

By Ezra Fieser
Catholic News Service
After doctors told Floribeth Mora Diaz that
a brain aneurysm left her with days to live, she
retreated to her Costa Rican home and prayed to
Blessed Pope John Paul II.
From her bedroom in a small town in Costa
Rica’s Cartago province, Mora said she heard his
voice. “Rise! ... Don’t be afraid.”
She got up from her bed, prompting her husband
to ask her, “My love, what are you doing here?”
As a teary-eyed Mora recalled at a July 5 news
conference, she responded to her husband, “I feel
better.”
That was in May 2011. Doctors could not explain the rapid improvement, and Mora became
the second miracle attributed to the Blessed John
Paul, who died in 2005. The first miracle was a
French nun cured of Parkinson’s disease the same
year.
On July 5, Pope Francis signed a decree allowing for the canonization of Blessed John Paul and
Blessed John XXIII.
Later that day, Mora addressed the media from
the Costa Rican capital, San Jose. With a portrait
of Blessed John Paul hanging behind her, Mora
told reporters that she had faced imminent death.
She began suffering from intense headaches in
April 2011 and was diagnosed with an aneurysm.
Her life was in danger, her physician, Dr. Alejandro Vargas, told reporters after the news conference.
“It was very sad,” Mora said, “seeing my children looking at me, standing next to my bed, seeing my husband making himself strong.”
Mora’s family had built an altar to Blessed John
Paul, and she was given a gift of a magazine with
his photograph on the cover.
Mora said that as she stared at the photograph,
Blessed John Paul began to speak to her.
“I was surprised. I kept looking at the magazine.
I said, ‘Yes, Lord,’ and I got up,” she told a Mexican television station in an interview.
She held the magazine at the news conference as
tears rolled down her cheeks.
Vargas told a local television that there was no
medical explanation for her improvement. “It surprised me. ... I said, ‘It really is a miracle because
I can’t explain it,’” he said.
Mora said her illness left her very afraid.
“But I always kept my faith. I have always been
a firm believer. I have a deep love of God,” she
said.
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In First Encyclical, Pope
Celebrates Faith as the Light of Human Life
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service
Pope Francis’ first encyclical, “Lumen Fidei” (“The Light of Faith”), is a celebration
of Christian faith as the guiding light of a
“successful and fruitful life,” inspiring social
action as well as devotion to God, and illuminating “every aspect of human existence,” including philosophy and the natural sciences.
The document, released July 5, completes
a papal trilogy on the three “theological virtues,” following Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclicals “Deus Caritas Est” (2005) on charity
and “Spe Salvi” (2007) on hope. Publication
of the encyclical was one of the most awaited
events of the Year of Faith which began in
October 2012.
Pope Benedict “had almost completed a
first draft of an encyclical on faith” before
his retirement in February 2013, Pope Francis writes, adding that “I have taken up his
fine work and added a few contributions of
my own.”
Commentators will likely differ in attributing specific passages, but the document
clearly recalls the writings of Pope Benedict
in its extensive treatment of the dialogue between faith and reason and its many citations
of St. Augustine, not to mention references to
Friedrich Nietzsche and Fyodor Dostoyevsky.
On the other hand, warnings of the dangers
of idolatry, Gnosticism and Pharisaism, a
closing prayer to Mary as the “perfect icon of
faith,” and an entire section on the relevance
of faith to earthly justice and peace echo
themes that Pope Francis has already made
signatures of his young pontificate.
“Lumen Fidei” begins with a brief survey
of the biblical history of faith, starting with
God’s call to Abraham to leave his land – “the
beginning of an exodus which points him to

CNS/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

“The transmission of faith occurs first and foremost in baptism,” says the encyclical letter “Lumen Fidei” (“The Light of Faith”)
from Pope Francis. Pictured is a girl receiving the sacrament at St. John of God Church in Central Isip, N.Y.
an uncertain future” – and God’s promise that
Abraham will be “father of a great nation.”
The Bible also illustrates how men and
women break faith with God by worshipping
substitutes for him.

CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

This English edition of “Lumen Fidei” (“The Light of Faith”), the first encyclical from
Pope Francis, is being published by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
edition can be ordered in single issues or in quantities from www.usccbpublishing.
org or 1-800-235-8722.

“Idols exist, we begin to see, as a pretext
for setting ourselves at the center of reality
and worshipping the work of our own hands,”
the pope writes. “Once man has lost the fundamental orientation which unifies his existence, he breaks down into the multiplicity of
his desires ... Idolatry, then, is always polytheism, an aimless passing from one lord to
another.”
Pope Francis sees another way of turning
from God in the Pharisees’ belief that salvation is possible through good works alone.
“Those who live this way, who want to be
the source of their own righteousness, find
that the latter is soon depleted and that they
are unable even to keep the law,” the pope
writes. “Salvation by faith means recognizing
the primacy of God’s gift.”
Faith finds its fulfillment in the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the pope
writes. By virtue of his humanity, Jesus is
both the object of faith and the ultimate model and mediator for all believers.
“Christ is not simply the one in whom we
believe, the supreme manifestation of God’s
love,” Pope Francis writes. “He is also the
one with whom we are united precisely in order to believe. Faith does not merely gaze at
Jesus, but sees things as Jesus himself sees
them, with his own eyes: it is a participation
in his way of seeing.”
This participation means that faith inevitably makes a Christian part of Christ’s mystical body, the Church.
“It is impossible to believe on our own,”
the pope writes. “By its very nature, faith
is open to the ‘we’ of the Church; it always
takes place within her communion.”
The Church transmits the faith across time
“through an unbroken chain of witnesses,”
allowing us to “see the face of Jesus,” Pope
Francis writes. “As a service to the unity of
faith and its integral transmission, the Lord
gave his Church the gift of apostolic succession. Through this means, the continuity
of the church’s memory is ensured and certain access can be had to the wellspring from
which faith flows.”
Accordingly, members of the hierarchy
stand as the authoritative teachers of the contents of Christian faith.
The “magisterium of the pope and the
bishops in communion with him,” the pope
writes, “ensures our contact with the primordial source and thus provides the certainty of
attaining to the word of Christ in all its integrity.”
Yet faith in its fullness is more than doc-

trine, Pope Francis writes; it is “the new light
born of an encounter with the true God, a light
which touches us at the core of our being and
engages our minds, wills and emotions, opening us to relationships lived in communion.”
Thus the primary means of transmitting
faith is not a book or a homily, but the sacraments, especially baptism and the Eucharist,
which “communicate an incarnate memory,
linked to the times and places of our lives,
linked to all our senses; in them the whole
person is engaged as a member of a living
subject and part of a network of communitarian relationships.”
The belief that the “Son of God took on
our flesh” and “entered our human history”
also leads Christians “to live our lives in this
world with ever greater commitment and intensity,” the pope writes, arguing that faith
inspires both the use of human reason and
pursuit of the common good.
For faith, Pope Francis writes, truth is not
attainable through autonomous reason alone
but requires love, a “relational way of viewing the world, which then becomes a form of
shared knowledge, vision through the eyes of
another and a shared vision of all that exists.”
By affirming the “inherent order” and harmony of the material world, and “by stimulating wonder before the profound mystery of
creation,” Christian faith encourages scientific research, while dispelling the philosophical
relativism that has produced a “crisis of truth
in our age.”
Faith also inspires respect for the natural
environment, by allowing believers to “discern in it a grammar written by the hand of
God and a dwelling place entrusted to our
protection and care.”
According to Pope Francis, faith has proven itself essential to the promotion of “justice,
law and peace,” by contrast with failed modern ideologies that also claimed those goals.
“Modernity sought to build a universal
brotherhood based on equality,” he writes,
“yet we gradually came to realize that this
brotherhood, lacking a common reference to
a common father as its ultimate foundation,
cannot endure.
“We need to return to the true basis of
brotherhood,” the pope writes. “Faith teaches
us to see that every man and woman represents a blessing for me, that the light of God’s
face shines on me through the faces of my
brothers and sisters.”
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Bishop Bosco of Greensburg Recalled as Humble
Teacher Who Shared ‘The Journey’ with Flock
By Jerry Zufelt
Catholic News Service
Retired Bishop Anthony G. Bosco of
Greensburg was remembered for his
humble nature, wit, and dedication to
teaching the Catholic faith at his funeral Mass July 10 at Blessed Sacrament
Cathedral in Greensburg, Pa.
Bishop Bosco, who was a bishop
for 43 of his 61 years as a priest and
was bishop of Greensburg from 1987
to 2004, died July 2 at his home near
Greensburg. He was 85.
The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia with Greensburg Bishop Lawrence E. Brandt as concelebrant. Msgr.
Roger A. Statnick, who was vicar general during most of Bishop Bosco’s
episcopacy, was the homilist.
In his opening welcome, Bishop
Brandt extended sympathy to Bishop
Bosco’s family, especially his younger
brother, Jim, and his wife, Sharon.
“We pray together in thanksgiving
to God for the time he was ours as
the good shepherd of this Diocese of
Greensburg. Likewise, we lift up his
great works to the Lord that goodness
and mercy be shown to him, and that
he may rest in the Lord’s embrace,”
Bishop Brandt said.
“Bishop Bosco’s legacy is not about
what he did and said, but what God
did and said through his leadership in
the Church,” Msgr. Statnick said in the
homily.
Bishop Bosco was direct in conversation, Msgr. Statnick noted. But, the
bishop was like the stranger – the unrecognized Christ – in Luke’s account
of the journey on the road to Emmaus,
which was the Gospel reading for the
funeral Mass.
“He loved a good conversation seasoned with differences of opinion,”
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Msgr. Roger A. Statnick gives the homily during the Office for the Dead evening
prayer service July 8 in front of the casket of retired Bishop Anthony G. Bosco
at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral in Greensburg, Pa. Bishop Bosco, 85, the third
bishop of the Diocese of Greensburg (1987-2004), died July 2 at his home near
Greensburg.

Msgr. Statnick said. “He loved to teach
... not to hear himself expound erudite
platitudes but to discover the links of
mind and heart that make sense of life.”
Bishop Bosco promulgated “Journey
of a Lifetime,” which focuses on education in the Catholic faith as a lifelong
process, and “Taste and See: Catechesis as Food for the Journey,” the diocesan catechetical guidelines. In 2000,
he launched the diocese’s first capital
campaign, which raised more than $28
million and established diocesan endowments that support education of the
laity.
Bishop Bosco was active in the media, working with KDKA radio in Pittsburgh during Vatican II; hosting a television program; writing a column (“A
View from the Bridge”) for The Catholic Accent, the diocese’s newspaper;

August 4: Lourdeshouse, one of the few remaining maternity homes in
Pennsylvania, is facing a severe budget challenge. This week on Catholic Perspective, listeners will hear about the mission and current financial struggles
of this vital pro-life program operated by Catholic Charities in an interview
with caseworker Renee Ramp. She tells how the reduced funding from state
agencies to the program has resulted in shorter stays and less direct service
hours to the clients. To stabilize the program and eventually move it forward,
Lourdeshouse is seeking people to donate time and funds.
Father William Weary offers his teaching moment in the “Perspective on the
Faith” segment. His subject this week is “Conscience.”
Micaiah Bilger of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation visits for a discussion about Planned Parenthood and the recent closing of the Carlisle center.
The topic of “Grace” is the talk during our “Coffee and Catholicism” segment featuring the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Religious Education Director, Jim
Gontis. Listeners will hear not only a definition but also about the different
kinds of grace and how to live in and increase sanctifying grace.
Father Stephen Kelly, a newly ordained priest of the diocese, is the subject
of our vocation story segment. Originally from Lebanon, he shares what led
him to the priesthood and his walk down a religious path.
Help Catholic radio continue in Central Pennsylvania. Support them financially by visiting www.720whyf.org and clicking on the donate icon.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. It can be heard Mondays
at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF AM 720 and on Sunday mornings
on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960, Carlisle, at 8
a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at
6:30 a.m.; WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3, Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also
available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. and at www.
WISL1480.com on Sunday at 11 a.m. or for download at www.hbgdiocese.
org.

and providing commentary for the radio show, “Accent on the Air.” He also
chaired the U.S. bishops’ communication committee.
In 2001, Bishop Bosco issued a pastoral letter, “On Bended Knee: The Eucharist and Service,” and he received
the Bishop John England Award, which
is given by the Catholic Press Association to publishers in the Catholic press
for their defense of freedom of the
press and freedom of religion.
After retiring in 2004, Bishop Bosco
continued to teach.
He taught a world religions course at
Seton Hill University in Greensburg,
was a facilitator for the University of
Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community
for Faith Formation and led a neighborhood Bible study group in his home.
He continued to celebrate weekend
Masses at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral and had celebrated Mass there just
three days before his death.
Bishop Bosco received a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the 2010 Communities of Salt and Light Awards dinner, a Catholic Charities fundraiser that
he initiated in 1999 to help provide additional assistance to the needy in the
diocese.
Bishop Bosco led by “sharing the
journey, walking with the flock, guiding it and directing it from within, and
often in a more casual, indirect and personal way,” Msgr. Statnick said.

Many of his columns were about
ordinary situations and how to move
forward through them faithfully, Msgr.
Statnick said.
He recalled how Bishop Bosco rarely
sought the spotlight and was usually
uncomfortable in that light. “Instead,
he sought the light within each human
heart searching for its God, like the
stranger on the road to Emmaus, who
caused the hearts of those disciples to
burn.”
“Through your witness and the witness you taught us to share with each
other, we grew into a community of
disciples led by you, our shepherd-disciple, who with the divine stranger, the
Good Shepherd, alongside was leading
us all,” Msgr. Statnick said.
Bishop Bosco was born in New Castle, Pa., Aug. 1, 1927, to the late Joseph
and Theresa (Pezone) Bosco and raised
on Pittsburgh’s North Side. He graduated from North Catholic High School
in Pittsburgh and attended the former
St. Fidelis Seminary in Butler County
and St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe,
Pa. He was ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Pittsburgh June 7, 1952, by
then-Bishop John Dearden at St. Paul
Cathedral.
Bishop Bosco, who earned a licentiate in canon law from the Pontifical
Lateran University in Rome in 1957,
served in several capacities in the
Pittsburgh chancery and was named a
monsignor in 1968. His many duties
also included service as a chaplain and
instructor at Mercy Hospital School of
Nursing in Pittsburgh (1957-71) and
chaplain to the Sisters of the Holy Spirit, Ross Township (1971-87).
He was ordained a bishop for the Diocese of Pittsburgh June 30, 1970, and
served there as an auxiliary bishop until his appointment to Greensburg after
Bishop William G. Connare’s resignation in 1987.
Bishop Bosco remained active in retirement, celebrating Mass at Blessed
Sacrament Cathedral as recently as
June 29.
He is survived by his brother, James
J. Bosco, and his sister-in-law, Sharon,
of Kalamazoo, Mich.; three nephews,
Mark, James and Joseph Bosco; and
two nieces, Joanne Bosco and Gina
Bosco.
(Zufelt is the editor of The Catholic
Accent, newspaper of the Diocese of
Greensburg, Pa.)

Diocesan Communication Conference
“Virtually Human:
The Impact of Media & Technology on Human Relationships”
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
9:00 am – 3:00 pm -- September 14, 2013
 Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
 Keynote address by Dr. Eugene Gan, Professor at Franciscan University
of Steubenville and author of “Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ
in the Media”
 Breakout sessions to engage parents, catechists, youth ministers,
college students and young adults on the moral aspects of media and its
use
 Panel discussion with presenters about today’s challenges of media use
Additional information and registration information available at
www.hbgdiocese.org/virtuallyhuman
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The Pilgrimage begins...in Mexico
Thirty-seven pilgrims from the Diocese of Harrisburg participated in World Youth Day – a worldwide gathering with the Holy Father. The diocesan group departed Harrisburg
on July 20 and spent several days in Mexico before joining World Youth Day activities in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 23-28. The Catholic Witness photojournalist Emily M.
Albert photographed the pilgrimage, and joined pilgrims Sister Geralyn Schmid, SCC, and Elizabeth Bare and Alexandra Parisi in blogging about the experiences, a number
of which are included here. See numerous additional photos and blogs by joining the World Youth Day group at www.youthandyoungadult.ning.com.
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Intricate sculptures of Aztecs and Spanish missionaries bringing offerings to Our Lady of Guadalupe attract visitors to the grounds surrounding the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.

By Emily M. Albert
I can’t help but to watch the Holy
Spirit at work.
Many of us on this World Youth
Day pilgrimage barely knew each other, maybe meeting once, twice or three
times at the Diocesan Center while
planning for the journey. Really, most
of us are strangers to each other, only
in the sense of a personal relationship.
But if you think about it, none of us are
strangers to each other when we are all
here to be with God. He is the connection that makes us all one.
I smile as I write this because I realize
I was noticing small moments through
our first day here in Mexico: someone
calling another by their name, a small
hug during the Sign of Peace at Mass.
At the end of the day, I saw friendships,
dinner companions, love. I say this
makes me smile because during the
catechesis session she presented today,
Sister Geralyn Schmidt spoke about relationships, and I suppose that is why
I noticed more relationships happening
today. She quoted Pope Francis, saying
we are all united in Christ. She spoke
about how, as long as we are one with
God, we are never alone.
Have I mentioned how incredibly
lucky we are to have three priests with
us! THREE! And not only three priests
but two religious sisters!
After participating in a Mass in a
small chapel at the Church of the Virgin of the Redemies, our pilgrims were
given time to tour the grounds. In between tours, we were able to receive
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. As I
was standing off in the background, I
couldn’t help but overhear one pilgrim
say to a youth leader, “I feel clean.”
What a beautiful thought. It made me
smile and realize exactly how lucky we
are as Catholics to have the Sacrament
of Penance.

After leaving the Shrine of Our Lady
of Guadalupe and its grounds, which
were full of parish festivities, we continued into Mexico City, where we
were able to see the beautiful heritage
and architecture. We sat for a lunch in a
beautiful restaurant that overlooked the
cathedral and government buildings,
and continued with more views of this
magnificent city.
Our day ended with another stop
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. We were given much more time
to view the different chapels and even
had a presentation from Msgr. Salvador Gonzalez. One of our young adults
translated his presentation for us. The
entire time, I couldn’t help but to think
how awesome this was, what we like
to say is a “God moment.” This young
adult stepped up without hesitation to
translate, and again, I could see how
our catechesis from the morning came
full circle. We are one in the Eucharist
and with God, despite language differences!
Msgr. Gonzalez reaches out to the
youth here in Mexico City, helping
with guidance in their faith. He gives
hope to a poor community and to youth
in bad situations. He spoke to us about
our continuing journey to Brazil and
said, “Through Pope Francis’ words,
you will recognize in your hearts the
words of God and will go forward and
share your faith.” How fitting for him
to say that, given the World Youth Day
theme to go forth and be disciples of
God.
After our meeting with Msgr. Gonzalez, he kindly took a group photo
with us, a memento for us to remember him and his diligent work he does
here in Mexico City. Before departing,
we were able to present him with a donation we collected on our way to the
shrine. He was so grateful. It was really
a beautiful moment.

Father James Lease celebrates Mass for diocesan pilgrims in one of the upper
level chapels at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe near Mexico City. The
Diocese of Harrisburg’s World Youth Day pilgrimage began with a few days in
Mexico.

Diocesan seminarian Stephen Logue greets Msgr. Salvador Gonzalez, who ministers to the youth in Mexico City.
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Impressions of Mexico City
By Elizabeth Bare
One thing that impressed me about
the Mexican people was their deep
sense of community. At one point, we
were walking down one of the central
streets when a group of teens playing
instruments and holding signs saying “free hugs” walked up to us. Their
smiles and music radiated joy to all
passersby. This group of teenagers had
turned an ordinary street into a celebration. It was a beautiful moment for me.
I wish I could take that same spirit of
love and joy back to the streets of my
community, or even any large American city where such public expressions
of love and joy between strangers are
few and far between.
We also saw many people of all
ages out and about, biking, rollerskating, and strolling down the main avenue, which is deliberately closed to
traffic on Sundays so the community
can enjoy the space together. Rich and
poor, young and old alike enjoy being
together in public spaces.
The second thing which deeply impressed me about the Mexican people
was their deep religious piety. Every
church we visited was full of people.
Of course there were some tourists, but
the majority of the people were there
to worship. Church isn’t just another
activity for them—it’s an integral part
of life. On our visits to churches, we
were able to witness Mexican people
celebrating major life milestones—
including a wedding, a baptism, and
a birthday. Most amazing of all was
when we encountered a group of pilgrims from another town in Mexico.
It was a large, multigenerational pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Some of the people had
walked hundreds of miles to get there.
My heart was moved to see the people,
especially the elderly, praying fervently as they sat in the plaza at their
journey’s end. The love they had for
God and for each other was very apparent. I was especially impressed by
how openly the men expressed their
emotions as they worshiped. For these
pilgrims, celebrating their faith was not
just another activity, but a complete
body/soul experience. They were not
just going through the motions—they
had put their whole self into it.

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The Metropolitan Cathedral in Mexico City is the oldest and largest cathedral in all of Latin America. Dating back to the late
16th century, the cathedral dominates the city’s plaza, the Zócalo.

We visited the Cathedral of Guadalupe, where Juan Diego’s miraculous
tilma is displayed. My favorite part of
that visit was getting to see the icon up
close. I had read about the history and
significance of Guadalupe. I think it is
amazing how God used an everyday
man and his willingness to say “yes” to
God to transform Mexican society from
a culture of death and human sacrifice
to a culture of life and Christian piety.
God used the Virgin Mary as a sign of
love to the Aztec people, and her image
shown in the icon is symbolically rich
– showing the Aztecs that the True God
cared about them and loved them and
wanted them to know him personally.
It is very special indeed!
As an American Christian, there is
much that I have learned from the people of Mexico City. Our love for God
and the joy of being in fellowship with
one another needs to transcend material
wealth or personal circumstances. In
the U.S., we have often traded genuine
fellowship with God and our neighbor
for cheap substitutes that separate so
many of us from one another. Chasing greed, prestige, pride and comfort
has created walls that make it difficult

A sculpture near the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe depicts the roses falling
from Juan Diego’s cloak and the image of the Blessed Mother as the peasant
shows the local bishop proof of Our Lady’s appearances. She first appeared to
Juan Diego on Dec. 9, 1531.

for many people to experience a deep
sense of connection to God and to others. We must make our faith an even

greater priority and lay aside material
distractions to truly love and commune
with one another.

Sacred Liturgy
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Capuchin Franciscan Father Orlando Reyes of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg, celebrates Mass at the Church of the Virgin of the Remedies near Mexico City.

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
At the Church of the Virgin of the Remedies, Father Orlando Reyes from St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg
presided at Mass. We celebrated the sacred Liturgy in a chapel downstairs to the main church. According to legend, this
was the place where a farmer, upon harvesting cactus, found
a statue of the virgin imbedded within the plant. It is a place
where Mexicans come on pilgrimage, asking Our Lady for
intercession. They leave small paintings of their cures on the
walls of the courtyard adjacent to the church.
In the chapel that we used, there was a huge icon behind the altar of the Transfiguration. As I whispered to my
Beloved, “It is good for me to be here,” tears ran down my
face. I could feel the presence of the Virgin in a most profound way.
After Mass, I had the great honor of presenting a catechesis session to our group. The theme of the teachings
was deepening a relationship with Jesus and the Church. I
found myself filled with tears as I shared the musings of my
heart about the joy such a relationship creates. It was indeed
a blessing!
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A Day of
Spirituality

By Emily M. Albert
It was a great day for our pilgrims. We had catechesis July 24 in the morning at the
Parish of Our Lady of Peace. It was just an amazing sight to see all the English-speaking
pilgrims under God’s roof. We met people from Ireland, England, Australia, St. Lucia, Jamaica, Canada. It is amazing to hear the songs and the unity among many who are different.
The evening brought our first adventure using the subway system to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ host site, where we could join in with other American pilgrims and bishops in Adoration, vocation discussion, and our main attraction, Holy Hour.
It was beautiful! As I wandered around looking for the perfect photograph, I saw a young
girl kneeling in prayer. The light from the stage was capturing her face just right and it
was beautiful. Her concentration in prayer was amazing. Soon after the photo was taken, I
looked over again and saw tears running from her eyes. I soon noticed many of the youth
and young adults were weeping at the presence of Christ in the Eucharist. I felt my own
eyes welling with tears and my heart was fluttering. I became overwhelmed by this feeling
and sat for a moment of my own in prayer. I soon realized the feeling these teens and young
adults were encountering. There is something so contagious about World Youth Day.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Above: A young woman is engrossed in prayer during Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament at a gathering for English-speaking pilgrims at Vivo Rio
Center July 24.
Right: During the Holy Hour on July 24, pilgrims spent time in Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, held in this monstrance that was blessed by
Blessed John Paul II.

Brazil!!!
By Alexandra Parisi
Oi (Hello)! Some of us landed in
Rio de Janeiro July 23 around 6:20 in
the morning while the second group
did not land until 9:30 a.m. After all
the craziness, we rushed to get lunch
in order to get to our tour of the Christ

A Carioca, a Brazilian native is seen in
traditional dress during a prayer service with the Holy Father July 25.

the Redeemer statue. The statue was
worth the rush, for it was so gorgeous,
and it was just so breathtaking I cannot
describe it. After the tour of the statue,
we participated in opening Mass on the
beach, which was so outstanding, and I
loved it! We were welcomed by all the
other countries there, for other pilgrims
were very excited to see us, to trade
with us, to take pictures with us and
even chanted “USA, USA!”
The opening Mass was very touching. Archbishop Orani Joao Tempesta
of Rio de Janeiro was the presiding
celebrant for the Mass. The Mass was
celebrated in Portuguese, Polish, English, German, French, Spanish, Japanese and many other languages. It was
very inspiring, and I loved seeing all
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
the youth from all over come together World Youth Day pilgrims from various countries participate in a conga line while
waiting to board a tram to climb to the famous statue of Christ the Redeemer.
to celebrate our faith.
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By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
When we began our ascent to the statue of Christ the Redeemer, I was taken aback over the angle: it had to be 45
degrees! Up and up we climbed. House plants that grow in
American houses grow wild here and are HUGE! The forest
was made of trees and viney growths. The roots are exposed
in many areas to aid the trees as they grow against gravity.
There were times in which the forest would break and the
people on the tram could see the city below. Of course, the
cameras were flashing at those moments. A group of pilgrims
from Brazil began singing a worship song in
one tram as a priest from New York began to rap about Christ in the other.
As we went upward, it began to rain
and get really cloudy. When
we got to the top,
we had several
more flights
of stairs
to climb.
I looked at
the height
of the steps
and thought, “This
is going to be a challenge.” I climbed up two
flights
when my knees began to scream at me. So I stopped. All I
could see was the back of the statue. I stood there and cried
openly. I was reminded of the Shakena of God. This word is
Hebrew and relates to the cloud that the Israelites followed in
the desert, the “overshadowing” of the presence of God in the
temple and at the moment of the incarnation when Mary said,
“Yes.” Christ extends His arms to the world. Christ welcomes
the pilgrims here. Christ pleads with us to open our hearts
to Him. Our God is amazing! Christ was overshadowing not
only our experience here, but is totally involved in our life on
a daily basis.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The hand of Christ is shrouded in fog around the statue of Christ the Redeemer.

Christ the Redeemer
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A ray of light bursts through the clouds as World Youth Day pilgrims visit the famous statue overlooking Rio de Janeiro.
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Enfolded
in the Arms
of Christ
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
What a grace filled day it was today! We walked to the Church of Our
Lady of Peace. A bishop from Nigeria
had the catechesis. He began by telling
the youth and young adults that they
need to talk to the adults in their lives;
REALLY TALK. They should share
their dreams and hopes, their sorrows
and joys and their expectations. He
then turned to the adults in the church
and told them that they should follow
the example of Blessed John Paul II,
who listened to young people. He even
went further and said that moments like
WYD are moments in which the global
Church can listen to one another.
This listening brings Christ and His
love to the center of the conversation
since He is the answer to all questions
and all problems. If the youth look to
Christ, they can find the deeper meaning to the suffering in their lives. Suffering with and in Christ brings about
maturity if the young person is open to
the process, rather than turning to drugs
or alcohol in order to feel better. He
then challenged the youth to proclaim
Christ by lives that reflect his love.
During this time of reflection, there
were four priests available in several
corners of the church for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament was only available face-to-face.
I noticed one of the priests was hearing the confession of a teen. She gave
me the impression that she was sobbing because her shoulders were going up and down. In order to save her
the embarrassment of sobbing, he put
his forehead to hers and wrapped both
their heads under his stole. When I saw
this, I immediately thought of the arms
of Christ wrapping His arms around
both His children. I too began to cry
silently. When this priest did the same
thing with the next teen, my Beloved
poked me to go to this priest and give
him my trade.
A “trade” is a little token that you
give away to the pilgrims. My trade
was an image of a picture that I painted
a few years ago. This painting depicts
a young, short-haired Christ extending
a heart – His heart to the viewer. What
is unique about this painting is the fact
that the heart of Christ is not pierced. I
painted the image right after my mom
died and I hungered for a heart that was
not grieving. The image depicts Christ
giving me His heart.
I climbed over the youth who were
parked in the aisles of the church and
approached the priest. I said, “Father,
I am not here for the sacrament. I just
wanted to say thanks for your response
to God’s call in your priesthood. You
are a blessing for the Church. When
you enfolded your last two youth in
your stole, I could not help of thinking
of them being enfolded in the arms of
Christ.”
I handed him the picture and continued, “I would like to give this to
you. On the back side of the image is
the map of the USA and a dot where
I live. The image of Christ is an original; I am the artist.” I told him about the
heart. “My Beloved told me to give it to
you and I have stopped fighting Him,
no matter how crazy it sounds.” With
these words, he began to cry and so did
I. He said, “Sister, you have no idea
what this means to me.” He hugged
me and I asked him for his blessing. I
climbed back over the people to my
bench, trying to dry my face. Shortly
after this, we celebrated the Liturgy.
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Auxiliary Bishop John Sherrington of Westminster delivers catechesis on “Thirsting for Hope” to World Youth Day pilgrims.
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Diocesan pilgrims display flags of the United States and Brazil, and a banner commemorating the 150th anniversary of
the Battle of Gettysburg.
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Chaperone Melody Anne Lang embraces Alejandra Chavez-Lopez after catching their first glimpse of Pope Francis.
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The Holy
Father
Arrives
By Alexandra Parisi
Today, July 25, we were in the presence of the Holy Father, Pope Francis!
It felt so good being in his presence.
Not only did I feel extremely close to
God, but I could block out everything
around me.
This entire trip has helped me spiritually with my relationship with God.
Every day while being on our pilgrimage, I feel as if God brought me here so
it would be an eye opener.
Whether attending Mass, a catechesis session, or praying, I’ve realized
how much I have, and how God has
helped me so much during this pilgrimage.
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Left: Pilgrims wave flags and snap
photos as Pope Francis arrives in
the popemobile.

Rainy Days and Growing Pains
By Elizabeth Bare
It’s been a very rainy day here in
Rio de Janeiro. I am sitting in my room
listening to the sound of the raindrops
hitting my window and air conditioner.
It is a soothing noise, and a pleasant
companion on a night like tonight.
This evening has been one of introspection for me. One thing I learned
while on this trip is that it is ok to rest
and take care of yourself if need be.
Sometimes it requires humility and
“missing out” on something fun, but
it is important for one’s spiritual and
physical well-being. Having this time
to be quiet and take a rest has proven
very valuable to me.
Lately, I have been forced to accept
my weaknesses as tools in the hand of
God to fashion me into the image of
his son. Growing in faith is not an easy
thing – it is a painful process, whereby we surrender ourselves to God. We
struggle to leave our past in the past,
and move forward into the future with
even greater trust than before. Sometimes a time away in the quiet, a time
to think, and a time to pray are what we
need during these times of personal and
spiritual growth. It is not always convenient, but it is necessary. Even Jesus

would often go into the wilderness and
pray so that he would have strength to
carry on his Divine mission.
One thing I have come to realize
through my quiet time is that GOD
LOVES ME. Someone might look at
that statement and say, “No duh,” but
how often do we actually live as though
that reality were true. How often do
we accept God’s unconditional love
for us and allow the Lord to wrap us
in his love? One of my favorite images
is that of the Good Shepherd, where
Christ is pictured carrying a little lamb
on his shoulders. I was talking to a
friend tonight and told her how comforting I have found this image through
the years. However, she challenged me
a different way: “God wants you to
walk,” she said. “He carries you until
you are strong enough, and then little
by little, you begin to walk.”
This is healing. The Good Shepherd
rescues us from our sin. He carries us
tenderly and lovingly into his embrace.
But he also doesn’t want us to remain
as we were. He desires that we learn to
walk beside him or follow in his footsteps. He never ceases being the Shepherd, but our role as a lamb changes
significantly. Indeed, we are always
helpless, even if we are following; we
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A pilgrim pauses in a moment of prayer at the foot of the statue of Christ the Redeemer.

simply cannot walk alone. However,
faith allows us to follow with confidence and security in his love, no longer being afraid of what lies ahead or
turning back to the terrors of the past.
Growing in faith is a daily process,

and we must accept God’s grace, mercy
and love to transform our lives. It requires tears, it requires quiet time, it requires patience, it requires prayer.
Praise God for rainy days and moments to rest in his loving embrace.
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From their hotel rooms, World Youth Day pilgrims in Rio de Janeiro wait to catch
a glimpse of the arrival of Pope Francis.
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World Youth Day

Stations of
the Cross

EMILY M. ALBERT,
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Top: Stations of the Cross
are seen during the Via
Crucis July 26. Pilgrims
meditated at the Stations to
reflect on Jesus crucifixion,
death and Resurrection.
Middle:
Youth carry a cross along
the streets of Rio de
Janeiro during the Stations
of the Cross.
Right:
Members of the military
process behind the
cross carried during
the Via Crucis July 26.

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Today was one of those days in
which the graces were many and scattered.
We claimed a plot of the beach,
spread out a tablecloth and prepared
for Mass.... Alicia held a small cross
on her hand to the left of the priest. The
youth took turns proclaiming the readings. Several pilgrims proclaimed the
intercessions. During the Liturgy of
the Eucharist, I had the amazing privilege of holding the patten, while one of
the youths held the cup. The folks on
the beach near us moved off and several of the locals joined us for Mass.
It was absolutely amazing. I look at
my hands and say, “These hands held
bread and then held Christ”! This experience deepened the action when I
held up my hands to receive my Beloved at Communion. My hands took
the place of the altar!
The Stations of the Cross were
truly unique…. The music that separated each Station was composed for
this occasion. The music was based
on Bach, a favorite of Pope Francis.
As the Stations were prayed, actors
recited Scripture, sang a refrain from
an appropriate song and acted out the
Station. The way they presented each
Station reflected how they could be
applied to young people’s lives. The
Stations began at the beginning of Copacabana and ended at the stage where
the pope was located. It was almost intrusive to watch the pope pray. Watching him, you could get a sense of him
being enfolded into God’s love.
After Stations of the Cross, Pope
Francis addressed the young people.
He said that through the daily ups and
downs of living, all of us, both young
and old, touch the Cross. It is our decision to allow the Cross to teach us
what true love actually is, and not to
allow society to dictate the meaning of
love.

16 - THE CATHOLIC WITNESS, AUGUST 2, 2013
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“Go and Make Disciples
of All Nations”
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gether. Dear young friends, be aware of the
companionship of the whole Church and
also the communion of the saints on this
mission. When we face challenges together,
then we are strong, we discover resources
we did not know we had. Jesus did not call
the Apostles to live in isolation, he called
them to form a group, a community….”
“3. The final word: serve. The opening
words of the psalm that we proclaimed are:
‘Sing to the Lord a new song’ (Psalm 95:1).
What is this new song? It does not consist
of words, it is not a melody, it is the song of
your life, it is allowing our life to be identified with that of Jesus, it is sharing his sentiments, his thoughts, his actions. And the
life of Jesus is a life for others. The life of
Jesus is a life for others. It is a life of service….”
“Three ideas: Go, do not be afraid,
and serve. Go, do not be afraid, and serve.
If you follow these three ideas, you will
experience that the one who evangelizes
is evangelized, the one who transmits the
joy of faith receives more joy. Dear young
friends, as you return to your homes, do not
be afraid to be generous with Christ, to bear
witness to his Gospel. Bringing the Gospel
is bringing God’s power to pluck up and
break down evil and violence, to destroy
and overthrow the barriers of selfishness,
intolerance and hatred, so as to build a new
world. Dear young friends, Jesus Christ is
counting on you! The Church is counting
on you! The Pope is counting on you! May
Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, always accompany you with her tenderness:
‘Go and make disciples of all nations.’”

Pilgrims begin to rise after sleeping along the Atlantic coast following a vigil with
the Holy Father. The sun ascends over Rio de Janeiro July 28, the final day of the
World Youth Day gathering.

Georgina Aguirre-Lopez, a diocesan pilgrim who is a native of Argentina, expresses extreme joy as Pope Francis addresses the young people.

Stephen Logue’s jersey bears the pope’s name as the Holy Father – broadcasted
on a large screen – celebrates the closing Mass on Copacobana July 29.

(The following is a portion of Pope
Francis’ homily during Mass celebrated on
Copacabana July 28 at the conclusion of
World Youth Day.)
“Go and make disciples of all nations.”
With these words, Jesus is speaking to each
one of us, saying: ‘It was wonderful to take
part in World Youth Day, to live the faith together with young people from the four corners of the earth, but now you must go, now
you must pass on this experience to others.’
Jesus is calling you to be a disciple with a
mission! Today, in the light of the word of
God that we have heard, what is the Lord
saying to us? What is the Lord saying to us?
Three simple ideas: Go, do not be afraid,
and serve.
“1. Go. During these days here in Rio,
you have been able to enjoy the wonderful
experience of meeting Jesus, meeting him
together with others, and you have sensed
the joy of faith. But the experience of this
encounter must not remain locked up in
your life or in the small group of your parish, your movement, or your community.
That would be like withholding oxygen
from a flame that was burning strongly.
Faith is a flame that grows stronger the
more it is shared and passed on, so that everyone may know, love and confess Jesus
Christ, the Lord of life and history” (cf.
Rom 10:9)….”
“2. Do not be afraid. When we go to
proclaim Christ, it is he himself who goes
before us and guides us. When he sent his
disciples on mission, he promised: ‘I am
with you always”’(Mt 28:20). And this is
also true for us! Jesus never leaves anyone
alone! He always accompanies us.
“And then, Jesus did not say: ‘One of
you go,’ but ‘All of you go:’ we are sent to-

A priest celebrates Mass on Copacobana Beach.
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World Youth Day Witness
By Emily M. Albert
You know the feeling you get as Christmas approaches and you’re excited, anticipating family and friends
gathering, plotting the decorations you will display,
making a list of gifts and menus for your feast. And then
a different feeling settles in right as it is about to arrive.
Suddenly you are overwhelmed with the tasks at hand.
The day comes and you are exhausted but filled with
joy. And sometime afterward, you realize all the work
was worth it.
I’m going to say this is how World Youth Day feels.
Our youth take anywhere from one to three years to prepare for it. They raise funds with carwashes, dinners,
pancake breakfasts and just about any way of raising
money for their journey to a foreign country to spend
time together with other youth and young adults from
around the world. They are excited and work hard for
the preparation, and then the week before the pilgrimage, things suddenly seem real. They might tie up loose
ends, pack last minute items and then the day comes to
travel, and sometimes it feels like they may never get
there, but when they arrive it is like Christmas morning!
And the entire week feels like Christmas, with new surprises every day. But much like Christmas, the week can
fly by, and it is sometimes hard for the youth and young
adults to understand exactly how they were affected.
I myself sit here in front of the monitor – the day after returning home – trying to recall all the emotions

group picture. This young woman opened my eyes that
yes, my life is a vocation; I indeed not only said yes to
my husband, but yes to God.
She also had the most beautiful reaction while seeing Pope Francis for the first time. She wept for several
minutes and never took her eyes off him. I watched this
young adult grow in her faith every day. She will remain
in my prayers daily.
I watched as some of the youth and young adults
struggled. Days were long, exhausting and full of walking. And I guess it really doesn’t matter how much you
prepare physically; if you’re not prepared emotionally,
everything can take an extra toll on your mind and body.
It’s an exhaustion that isn’t just achy muscles, but an exhaustion of not knowing exactly how powerful the Holy
Spirit can be. I think for these pilgrims, the fullness
of their experience will come after a few days of being home. Maybe while sharing their stories with their
friends and family, they might realize how strong their
faith has become.
And for one young couple, they experienced what
they considered a
miracle. This young
engaged couple
was down at the
beach on the
day of the evening
vigil and camp
out. Many of our
pilgrims staked
their claim on
the beach and
took turns holding

I
witnessed, and it
all seems so long ago.
I hope that the youth and
young adults will take a few days to recognize
how this event can open their hearts. I hope they heard
Pope Francis’ message. Even during a sleepy haze, I
pray that somewhere in their subconscious, the Lord
has hidden a message and in a time of need this message will become clear – whether it is watching a peer
struggle and helping them, or trying to make wise decisions heading off to college and being on their own.
I watched as one young lady discerned; what she is
discerning is still a mystery. This young adult shared
with me that she is open to the idea of being a religious
sister, getting married, or living the single life. She has
spoken to adults in all forms of these vocations, and
asked me about my own marriage. This was my first opportunity to be seen as someone other than the strange
lady with a camera around her neck, who kept insisting the light was beautiful and that we needed another

The statue of Christ the Redeemer, with outstretched arms overlooking Rio de Janeiro.

down our real estate while others enjoyed the ocean. The
tide was getting rough, and this couple knew to go in the
ocean just up to their knees. But before they knew it, the
tide was up to their waists, and soon the young woman
was being pulled away from her future husband and being taken by the current out to sea. Enormous 7-10 foot
waves crashed on her, one after the other. She shared
that she felt like she was drowning, and her fiancé was
being taken back to shore each time he tried to race out
to get her, screaming for help the entire time. As she
was being swept out and saw one last wave crash over
her head, she suddenly felt scooped up, and when she
opened her eyes, she was on her hands and knees in the
shallow part of the sea. She was able to stand up and
make her way to shore, where her fiancé raced to her.
She told him that she didn’t know how she had made
it to shore, that she thought she was drowning. As they
walked away from the water, the tide brought red rose
petals to their feet, and they both knew at that moment
that the Blessed Mother had rescued her.
The activities of World Youth Day are just one aspect of the pilgrimage. Catechesis in the morning, daily
Mass, gatherings with the USCCB, Stations of the Cross
and all the celebrations with the Holy Father are great
memories. But it is what the pilgrims do with these
memories, it is how they take the emotion and spirituality from these events and
allow them
to help
t h e m
grow in their
faith daily, not just for the
week of World Youth Day.
Pope Francis spoke about this
in his final homily to the crowd
of 3 million. He asked that they bring their faith
home to their communities, and to their peers, that they
truly take the message and theme of World Youth Day
and Go out and Make Disciples of All Nations.
I am really blessed each time I can follow our pilgrims on this journey to God. I’m not going to lie, I’m
also really grateful to be home. But during each pilgrimage, I am gifted with watching the Holy Spirit in action.
I’ve been gifted with not only a career, but a ministry.
In closing I’d like to say thank you to those pilgrims
who made a difference in my life this last week and a
half. Your tears, your hugs and your general ambitious
spirit were much appreciated. I enjoyed every minute of
being a part of your spiritual growth and thank you for
allowing me to be a part of such a personal growth. God
bless you, and may you “Go out and Make Disciples of
All Nations.”
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Parish Festivals & Picnics
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont will hold its parish picnic Aug. 2 from 5
p.m.-midnight and Aug. 3 from 4 p.m.-midnight. Fantastic menu, games, basket
bonanza, bake sale. Entertainment by The Shoreliners 7-11 p.m. each night. Fireworks display Saturday at 10 p.m. $3,000 in cash prizes.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Roaring Creek will hold its annual picnic Aug.
2 and 3 from 6-11 p.m., rain or shine, off Route 42 in Slabtown. Friday features
music by “Parrotbeach” and Saturday features music by “The 60’s Boys.” No
coolers permitted on church grounds.

Fireman’s Park. Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m., followed by the picnic at noon.
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in McSherrystown will
hold a picnic Sept. 15 from 2-5 p.m. at the McSherrystown Borough Grounds.
Brian Colgan will provide the music. There will be many activities for children.
Bring your lawn chair and favorite casserole.

St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle will hold an indoor parish picnic in the Church
Parish Activity Center Aug. 3 from 3-8 p.m. Cost: $10/individual, $25/family,
$100/reserved table for 8. Featuring food from Redd’s Smokehouse and Leo’s Ice
Cream. Games, silent auction, Zumba. Contact Mary Moll at 717-258-1104, or
mmoll@saintpatrickchurch.org.
St. Benedict Parish in Lebanon will hold its annual summer festival Aug. 8-10
from 5-10 p.m. each night. Take a chance on our many basket raffles. There will
also be a cash raffle with top prizes of $1,000, $500, and $250, and 10 prizes of
$100 each. Enjoy a variety of food, baked goods, games and entertainment. Aug.
9 enjoy “Restless” and Aug. 10 the sounds of “Burning House” from 6-10 p.m.
Festival is held at St. Cecilia’s Parish Social Center on State Drive.
St. Patrick Parish in Trevorton will hold its 16th annual Summer Festival,
“Neon Nights,” Aug. 9 and 10 from 5-10 p.m. on the grounds in the rear of the
Church on 331 W. Shamokin St. Trevorton. Nightly free entertainment, delicious
ethnic foods, exciting games, theme basket raffle. Prizes and fun for everyone.
Christ the King Parish in Benton will hold its annual picnic at Knoebels
Amusement Park in Elysburg Aug. 11 beginning at 11 a.m. We will meet at Pavilion S. Christ the King Parish will supply hamburgers and hot dogs. Attendees are
asked to bring a salad or dessert.
St. Joseph Parish’s Italian Festival in Berwick will be held on the parish
grounds Aug. 16 and 17 from 4-9 p.m., and Aug. 18 from noon-5 p.m. Ethnic and
festival food, kids’ games, crafts, raffles, games of change. Entertainment Friday
by “DYN,” and Saturday by “Polka Punch.” A pasta dinner will be served Sunday.
The Mother Cabrini Youth Center annual picnic will be held Aug. 23 from
5-10 p.m., Aug. 24 from 3-10 p.m. and Aug. 25 from noon-6 p.m. at the RCA Picnic Grounds in Ranshaw, rain or shine. There will be a variety of homemade foods,
refreshments, games, prizes, music and more. A pre-picnic sale of potato pierogi,
pigeons and halushki will be held. Phone orders will be taken Aug. 12-16 from 9
a.m.-2 p.m. at 570-648-4512. Orders can be picked up Aug. 20 from noon-3 p.m.
and Aug. 21 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Cabrini Shed on Webster Street.
The annual Buchanan Valley Picnic will be held Aug. 24 from noon until dusk,
rain or shine. Homecooked family-style ham and chicken dinners will be served all
day. Price is $9 for adults; $4.50 for children ages 6 to 12; and ages 5 and under are
free. To be held at the picnic grove at the St. Ignatius Loyola Church in Orrtanna,
the picnic has been a tradition for over 175 years. Nestled in the quaint and beautiful hills of Buchanan Valley, historically known for the capture of Mary Jemison
in 1758 by the Indians, it is an old-fashioned picnic with games for the children,
bingo, music, and good food. For more information, contact St. Ignatius Loyola
Church at 717-677-8012.

Misa Diocesana de la Herencia Hispana
Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass
Cuándo/When:
Sunday, September 15, 2013 at 3:30 p.m.
Celebrante/Celebrant:
Reverend Bernardo Pistone

Former Episcopal Vicar for the Hispanic community / Anteriormente el Vicario Episcopal de la comunidad hispana
Pastor of Saint Francis Xavier Parish / Pastor de la Parroquia San Francisco Javier

Dónde/Where:
Saint Patrick Cathedral 212 State Street Harrisburg, PA 17101
The entire community is invited to celebrate the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month. The Holy Mass will be celebrated at the
Cathedral of Saint Patrick and it will be followed by a gathering at the Capitol. Come join us!
La comunidad está invitada a celebrar el inicio del Mes de la Herencia Hispana. La Santa Misa será celebrada en la Catedral de
San Patricio seguido por la oportunidad de confraternizar en el Capitolio. ¡Ven y celebra con nosotros!
Sponsored by/Auspiciado por el Apostolado Hispano:
Corpus Christi Parish

Immaculate Conception of BVM Parish (York)

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish/Saint Jude Mission
Saint Francis Xavier Parish

Saint Benedict the Abbot Parish

Saint Joseph Parish (Hanover)

Immaculate Conception of BVM Parish (Berwick)
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish

Saint Joseph Parish (Milton)

San Juan Bautista Parish

Para más información / For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/hispanicministry & (717) 657-4804

Year of Faith

Año de la Fe

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Lebanon and Our Lady
of Fatima Mission in Jonestown will hold a picnic Aug. 25 at the Fredericksburg
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Holy Spirit Earns Certification
as a Primary Stroke Center
The names of the following deceased
persons have been submitted by their
parishes:
ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate Heart of
Mary: Margaret Grace Maesic.
BERWICK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Christopher Confer, John Kertesz,
Dolores Yavor; St. Joseph: Vincent J.
DiAugustine.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: Mary
Elizabeth Hinds.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Albert W. Kuhn.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: Josephine McCormick, William Sanchez.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus Christi:
Robert Durand.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady of
Hope: Henry P. Brown, Mary Duke, Marie
O’Day, Louise Pasco, Emilia Sawina,
Albert Sidisky, Joseph Werntz, Anthony
Zaborny.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Joe Fischer,
Catherine Smith; St. Peter: Mary Gable.
CORNWALL – Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Cyril J. Ondrusek.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Margaret
Bilder, Theresa Day.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: Katherine (Kay) Jordie.
ENOLA – Our Lady of Lourdes: Angeline
M. Beane, Mary Dallmeyer.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis Xavier:
Richard Broderick, Doris Codori, Arthur
Knouse, David Knouse, John Knouse,
Nellie Miller, Noreen Neitz.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Elizabeth L.
Keiser, Helen M. Schulz, Donald P. Weaver; St. Vincent de Paul: Nancy Bolton.
HARRISBURG – Holy Family: Dorothy
Marisic, Joseph O’Brien, Lois White; Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament: Joseph
Patrick (Joe) Dearing; St. Catherine Labouré: Dorothy Hilton, Josephine Knupp,
Russell Richardson, Catherine Szabo;
St. Margaret Mary: Iona Coval, Clara M.
Hause, Agnes (Faye) Yovic.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: Edward
Menicheschi, Eleanor Mosser, Paul Olsavsky, Donna Taraschi.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Franklin “Frank” Kreider; St. Anne: Florence Santaniello.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM: Archie
Battistelli, Jr., Arden M. Blouch, Mary Agnes Dennison, Virginia Grace, Carl Victor
Hilton, Peter Lynch, Philomena Novak,
Elizabeth Orsino, Anna Yedinak.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: John G.
Jacobs.
MCSHERRYSTOWN – Annunciation
BVM: Patrick A. Sanders.
MECHANICSBURG – St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton: Jack Keller, Robert Koeppe; St.
Katharine Drexel:.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows BVM:
Elizabeth Vezza.
MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Anna Bender, Anne B. Bisignano,
Joan M. DeRose, Antoinette “Toni” Finn,
Mary Griffin, Agnes L. Weir.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine Redeemer:
Geraldine Palewicz; Our Lady: Edward
Dersavage, JoAnn McAndrew.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St. Theresa:
Lucille Buda, Steven Smith, Thomas P.
Sullivan, James Weigher.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the Baptist:
Raynette Derkson, Winfrey L. Grymes,
Sr., Michael R. Hewitt, Robert S. Hricko,
Verda Mae Marchildon, Helene Moleskie.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: David Balberchak.
ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of Mercy: Charles LaCross, Gertrude Oshman.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: Edward
O’Brien, Veronica Waldron.
SHIPPENSBURG – Our Lady of the
Visitation: Bonnie L. Rosenbaum.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace: Julia
Zonarich.
SUNBURY – St. Monica: Grace A. Deering, Jason Mark Tamecki, Diana “Doris”
Vasbinder.
YORK – Immaculate Conception BVM:
Edward Chmiel; St. Joseph: Vincent A.
Bochichio, Vincent P. Dorazio, Mary Ann
Romberger; St. Patrick: Elizabeth Carlisle.

Sister Eugenia Marie Hock
Christian Charity Sister Eugenia Marie
Hock died at Holy Family Convent in Danville June 21. She was 93.
Born in what is currently Jim Thorpe, Pa.,
she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of
Christian Charity at Mallinckrodt Convent in
Mendham, N.J., in 1935. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Seton Hall University and
a master’s degree from Catholic University.
During her years in education ministry, she
taught at schools in Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. In 1950, Sister Eugenia entered a new
apostolate as directress of postulants at the
Motherhouse.
Sister Eugenia was transferred to Holy
Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill in 1987, where
she was engaged in pastoral care and providing hospital decorations. She moved to Holy
Family Convent in 2007.
She is survived by a sister and several
nephews and nieces, including Christian
Charity Sister Carlita Jones. She was preceded in death by a sister, Christian Charity
Sister Cecilia Hock.
The funeral Mass was celebrated June 25
in the chapel at Holy Family Convent. Burial
was in St. Hubert’s Cemetery, Danville.

Sister M. Rosalma

Holy Cross Sister M. Rosalma, a native of
Lancaster, died July 13 at St. Mary’s Convent in Notre Dame, Ind. She was 90.
She was born Rose Mary Fulmer, and
entered the Congregation of the Sisters of
the Holy Cross in 1941. She trained to be a
teacher, and taught for 14 years at St. Anthony of Padua School in Lancaster. She shared
her own culinary skills and those she gained
through her degree in home economics, creating beautifully prepared meals for the sisters and their visitors. Sister Rosalma spent
a number of years caring for her aunt, and in
2003, she retired to the Academy of the Holy
Cross in Kensington, Md. She moved to St.
Mary’s Convent in 2006 and was active in
the ministry of prayer until her death.

Sister M. Louis Gonzague

Holy Cross Sister M. Louis Gonzague died
July 5 at St. Mary’s Convent in Notre Dame,
Ind. She was 103 years old.
Born Othelia Kullmann in Aschaffenburg,
Germany, she entered the Congregation of
the Sisters of the Holy Cross in 1925. Sister
Louis was trained as a teacher, and taught for
more than 13 years at St. Anthony of Padua
School in Lancaster.
She retired to Kensington, Md., and then
returned to St. Mary’s in Notre Dame, where
she wsa active in the ministry of prayer until
her death.

Sister Martina Therese Butalla

Franciscan Sister Martina Therese Butalla
died in Assisi House in Aston, Pa., July 18.
She was 86.
Born Jane Francis Butalla in Enhaut, she
was a graduate of Bishop McDevitt High
School in Harrisburg. She entered the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia in 1944, and earned a bachelor’s
degree in English from Villanova University
and a master’s degree in education in Providence College in Rhode Island.
Her 17 years of ministry in the Diocese of
Harrisburg included teaching at St. Joseph
School in Lancaster (1950-1951, 1970-1972,
1981-1986), St. Joseph School in Dallastown
(1965-1967) and St. Mary’s School in York
(1967-1968.) From 1986-1992, she worked
at the lab at St. Joseph Hospital in Lancaster.
The funeral Mass was celebrated at Our
Lady of Angels Convent in Aston July 24.
Burial was in Our Lady of Angels Cemetery.

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in August during the past 25
years:
Father Thomas Simpson, 1990
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, 2011
Msgr. George W. Rost, 2012.

Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill recently earned Advanced Certification
for Primary Stroke Centers from The Joint Commission, in conjunction with
The American Heart Association/American Stroke Association.
“This certification recognizes the high quality care we provide to meet the
specialized and unique needs of stroke patients,” said Joseph Torchia, MD,
Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer. “The care we provide to
our stroke patients follows evidence-based practices, ensuring they have the
best chance for a favorable outcome.”
Holy Spirit Hospital’s Primary Stroke Center Certification has demonstrated that their program meets critical elements of performance to achieve
long-term success in improving outcomes for stroke patients. The hospital
underwent a rigorous on-site review in May. A Joint Commission expert reviewed the hospital’s compliance with the requirements for The Joint Commission’s Disease-Specific Care Certification program, as well as primary
stroke center requirements, such as collecting Joint Commission core measure data and using it for performance improvement activities.
“In achieving Joint Commission advanced certification, Holy Spirit Hospital has demonstrated its commitment to the highest level of care for its
stroke patients,” said Jean Range, MS, RN, CPHQ executive director, Disease-Specific Care Certification, The Joint Commission. “Certification is
a voluntary process and The Joint Commission commends Holy Spirit for
successfully undertaking this challenge to elevate its standard of care and
instill confidence in the community it serves.”
Developed in collaboration with the American Stroke Association and
launched in 2003, The Joint Commission’s Primary Stroke Center Certification program is based on the Brain Attack Coalition’s “Recommendations
for the Establishment of Primary Stroke Centers.” Certification is available
only to stroke programs in Joint Commission-accredited acute care hospitals.

Franciscan Jubilarians Served Diocese of
Harrisburg in Education and Parish Ministry

In June, more than 200 sisters gathered in Our Lady of Angels Chapel
in Aston, Pa., to share in the jubilee celebration for the 23 members of the
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia celebrating 50, 70, and 75 years of
religious profession. Father Cyprian Rosen, OFM Cap., presided over the
liturgy. During the liturgy the jubilarians formed a semicircle in the sanctuary and, holding lighted candles, renewed their vows as Franciscan sisters.
Four of this year’s golden jubilarians celebrating 50 years of religious
profession ministered previously in the Diocese of Harrisburg:
• Sister Angela DeFontes, OSF (formerly Sister St. Angela): St. Joseph
School, Lancaster.
• Sister Patricia Hinton, OSF (formerly Sister Ann William): York Catholic High School, St. Joseph Parish, York.
• Sister Joan Ann Koliss, OSF: St. Mary School, York.
• Sister William Margaret Romen, OSF: St. Joseph School, York; St.Joseph
School, Lancaster.
The celebration represented a combined ministry of 1,290 years of service in education, healthcare, social services, parish ministry, and retreat/
spiritual ministry in dioceses throughout the United States, Ireland, and the
Dominican Republic.

Delone Catholic Teacher Selected to Participate
in Advanced Placement Program Reading

Candy Sneeringer, a teacher at Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown, was selected to participate in the College Board’s Annual AP
Reading in Calculus. Each June, AP teachers and college faculty members
from around the world gather in the United States to evaluate and score the
free-response sections of the AP Exams.
AP Readers are high school and college educators who represent many
of the finest academic institutions in the world. The AP Reading is a unique
forum in which an academic dialogue between educators is both fostered
and encouraged. “The Reading draws upon the talents of some of the finest teachers and professors that the world has to offer,” said Trevor Packer,
Senior Vice President, AP and College Readiness at the College Board. “It
fosters professionalism, allows for the exchange of ideas and strengthens
the commitment to students and to teaching. We are very grateful for the
contributions of talented educators like Mrs. Sneeringer.”
The Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue college-level studies – with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced placement or both – while still in high
school. Through AP courses in 34 subjects, each culminating in a rigorous
exam, students learn to think critically, construct solid arguments and see
many sides of an issue – skills that prepare them for college and beyond.
Research indicates that students who score a 3 or higher on an AP Exam
typically experience greater academic success in college and are more likely
to earn a college degree than non-AP students.
In 2012, more than 11,000 AP Readers evaluated more than 3.7 million
AP Exams.

Notre Dame Football Ticket Raffle

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg is sponsoring a ticket raffle to the
Notre Dame vs. Navy football game on Nov. 2. First prize is two game tickets, two
nights hotel lodging (Nov. 1 and 2) in Mishawaka, Ind., and $200 spending money.
Second prize is two game tickets, two nights lodging and $100 spending money.
Raffle tickets are $10 each. Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Drawing will take place on
Oct. 11. To purchase tickets, contact Christopher Meehan, Catholic Charities Director of Development, at 717-657-4804 or cmeehan@cchbg.org.
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See Page 18 for a list of parish festivals.

Spiritual Offerings

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for Children is
held in the perpetual adoration chapel at St. Joseph Parish in
Lancaster every Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. and every Thursday
from 1-2 p.m. through Aug. 22. Children’s adoration includes
prayer, praise and songs in spending time with Jesus. For more
information, contact catechist Patricia Wang at 717-396-0635
or mrswang113@gmail.com. She is also available to share
information for those who would like to begin an adoration hour
for children in their parish.
The annual novena in honor of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary will be held at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church in Lancaster Aug. 6-14. The novena consists of the
recitation of the rosary and special novena prayers, and lasts
about 30 minutes. It will be held each evening at 7 p.m., except
on Saturday, when it will follow the 5 p.m. Mass.
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Aug. 6 at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Family Church, at 555 South 25th Street in Harrisburg. Father John Bednarik, OFM, Cap., will be the celebrant.
This monthly Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and
Life in the Spirit prayer groups; call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or
Loretta at 717-737-7551.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey will be
held Aug. 7 at 7 p.m. Father Pius Michael Tukura will preside.
Come and experience the power of Eucharistic Adoration and
praise & worship music. An ice cream reception will be held
immediately following the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more
information, call 717-583-0240.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father
Walter Sempko Aug. 18 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré
Church in Harrisburg. Confessions are heard in English and
Polish after every Mass.

Education, Enrichment & Support

Diocesan Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire
(DCCGSCF) – Girl Scout Leaders are invited to attend a meeting
of the Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp
Fire Aug. 17 from 10 a.m.-noon in the Cardinal Keeler Center,
Harrisburg. For more information, contact the Office for Youth
and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 717-6574804 x327.
Attention all women: Vatican II asked women to accept God’s urgent call to “aid humanity in not falling.” Based
on Johnnette Benkovic’s book, Full of Grace, The Women of
Grace Foundational Study will teach you how by revealing God’s
purpose and mission for you. In a group study format with video
lectures by Johnnette Benkovic, host of Women of Grace on
EWTN, you will delve into prayer, Sacred Scripture, Church
documents and teachings, the Catechism, the lives of women
saints, and the example of our Blessed Mother. This 9-week
study will begin Aug. 20 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the former church
at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg. Contact Ann Marie
Segilia at 717-939-1469 or amsegilia@gmail.com to register or
for more information.
The Summer Speaker Series at St. Mary’s Chapel in
Wrightsville presents “Healing the Wounds of the Heart,” Aug.
21 at 6 p.m. Carolanne Hauck, chaplain of the Women and
Babies Hospital in Lancaster, will discuss spiritual help and hope
during times of trial, and offer faith-filled tips on dealing with
death, disability, illness and care giving. Weather permitting, an
outdoor social will follow; bring a lawn chair. For information, call
the parish office at 717-684-7070.
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in Berwick is hosting a Year of Faith program featuring
one-hour sessions from Father Robert Barron. The Catholicism
adult formation program is open to the community. The next session will be held Aug. 22 at 6:30 p.m., and will focus on “The Fire
of His Love: Prayer and Life in the Spirit.” For more information,
or to receive a schedule for the remainder of the year, contact
the parish at 570-759-8113.
A Theology on Tap session for young adults will be held
Aug. 28 at the Lancaster Brewing Company in Lancaster. Sister
Geralyn Schmidt, SCC, wide-area network coordinator for the
Diocese of Harrisburg, will offer a presentation on Catholic
cyber-citizenship and the ethical use of media. A happy half hour
begins at 7 p.m., followed by the presentation and discussion at
7:30 p.m. For information, visit www.totlancaster.com.
Adult Catholic Scouters are invited to attend Train the
Trainer, Scouter Development or the Boy Scout Religious
Emblem training held for Ad Altare Dei Counselors and Pope
Pius Xll Emblem Moderators during the 35th Annual Retreat at
Camp Bashore Sept. 20-22. Train the Trainer is for past AAD
Counselors and PPXll Moderators who want to train other Scouters, Scouter Development is an Adult Leader Emblem, Religious
Emblem Counselors and Moderators should take retraining
every 2 to 3 years to keep updated. For more information
contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@
hbgdiocese.org.
The St. Gabriel Ministry of St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle
will host a conference entitled “Building a Respect Life Community” from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 5 at the church’s Activity Center,
85 Marsh Drive. Speakers will be Msgr. Stuart Swetland, vice
president for Catholic Identity at Mount St. Mary’s University, and
Maria Vitale Gallagher, legislative director for the Pennsylvania
Pro-Life Federation. Cost is $25 and includes lunch. Family rate
is available. Make checks payable to St. Patrick Church and
send to Patricia Dowling, 13 Morrison Way, Carlisle, PA 17015.
For more information, contact Patricia Dowling at 717-386-1074
or Gabriel Marcella at 717-243-5441.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

Catholic author and speaker Mike Aquilina will offer a

retreat at Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in New Oxford Aug. 24. The day will begin with Mass at
8 a.m., followed by coffee and donuts, a talk on the role of the
family in the evangelization of the Roman Empire from 9:3010:30 a.m., a talk on angels and friendship from 10:45-11:45
a.m., lunch, and a talk on martyrdom and Eucharist from 1-2
p.m. Cost is $10 per person. Register in advance (with your
choice of turkey, Italian or American cold cut sub) to Pete Socks
by Aug. 12 at pete.socks@gmail.com or 717-634-4961.
The Harrisburg Area Women’s Retreat Club welcomes
all women to their annual retreat weekend, Sept. 6-8 at Villa of
Our Lady in Mount Pocono, Pa. For information, call Jo Barnes
at 717-652-2868 or Mary Brown at 717-545-7312.
Oblates of St. Benedict retreat open to all: Have you
ever wanted to go to a retreat but didn’t want to travel to a
retreat site? A one-day retreat will be held at St. Joseph Parish
on Cabbage Hill (St. Joseph Street, Lancaster). Join us Sept.
7 for Sacraments and the Rule of St. Benedict. The retreat is
open to all. Our presenter is Brother Martin Esparmer, OSB.
Brother Martin spent 33 years in a Marianist religious community, including several years working in missions in India. He has
also worked as a liturgical artist and consultant. He works as a
liturgical design consultant for parishes and religious communities throughout the United States and as a designer for Emil
Frei and Associates Stained Glass Company in St. Louis. The
day will begin with Mass in the lower church at 8:15, a simple
lunch will be served and the retreat with conclude at 3:30 p.m.
There will be an opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and one-on-one with both Brother Martin and Father Meinrad.
Cost for the day (including lunch) is $15 per person. Deadline
for registration is Aug. 30. Contact Sharon or Oliver Ogden at
717 560-2873 or seojogden2@aol.com for further information or
a flyer on the conference.
The Diocesan Catholic Committee for Scouting announces the theme and dates for their 35th annual retreat. The
2013 retreat will be held at Camp Bashore, Lebanon County,
the weekend of Sept. 20-22. This year’s theme is “Year of
Faith.” All Scouts and Scouters of all denominations are invited
to attend. Adult Boy Scout Leaders are invited to attend a meeting of the DCCS Saturday the 21st from 3-4 p.m. in the barn
basement. Special arrangements are being made for those
Scouts whose units are not attending to register as a “Lone
Scout.” Scouts ages 14-17 may register for the C.O.P.E. course.
Registration deadline is Aug. 31. For additional information, visit
www.hbgdiocese.org or contact the office for Youth and Young
Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804 ext
327.
An End of the Year of Faith Eucharistic Pilgrimage
sponsored by Mary, Mother of the Church Parish in Mount
Joy with pastor Father Luis Rodriguez as chaplain is planned
to EWTN Alabama Oct. 14-18, 2013. Visit the shrines, attend
Temple and TV Masses with MFV Friars and Poor Clare Nuns,
live show, Healing Service, Vespers, stay in monastery, visit
excellent gift shops and much more. Cost is $565 (double
occupancy) and includes bus, four nights lodging, meals and
taxes. Contact Nick DiNunzio at 717-319-1668 or Pilgrimageone@gmail.com or Karen Morrisette at 717-581-8315 or
k.cassidy1@comcast.net.
Missionary Trip and Retreat: Parishioners of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown are organizing the 5th annual missionary trip to Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 31-Nov. 7, 2013.
Are you willing to look into the face of Christ by performing acts
of mercy for the poorest of the poor? Come join us and The
Missionaries of the Poor in serving God by caring for abandoned infants, children and adults in that poverty-ridden nation.
A mountaintop retreat with Father HoLung is first, then working
with the Brothers. The trips are open to all those interested, not
just parish members. Want to learn more? Call Roy at 717-7923408 or e-mail gerimenu1@comcast.net.
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, March 29-April 8, 2014.
Chaplain is Father Kenneth Smith, pastor of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish in Abbottstown. Departure date is March 29,
and the cost is $3,459 per person/double occupancy (single
occupancy add $565). We will be leaving from Newark, N.J.,
with United Airlines. (Motor coach from Harrisburg to Newark.)
Information is available at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish office. Call 717-259-0611 to put your name on the list and receive
the brochure and reservation application.

Events & Fund-Raisers

The Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish in Williamstown are selling tickets for a meat
raffle. Prizes awarded for first, second, third and fourth place
winners. Tickets are available for $2 by calling Dawn Drum at
717-647-9124 or Anne Romberger at 717-647-9182.
A spaghetti dinner will take place Aug. 4 from 3-6 p.m. at
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield. Tickets will be
sold at the door. Dinners cost $7 for adults, $4 for children 6-12.
For information, call 717-642-8815.
The 5th Annual David Costabile Golf Outing to benefit
Bishop McDevitt High School’s wrestling team will be held Aug.
5 at 9 a.m. at the Country Club of Harrisburg. Cost of $80 per
golfer includes breakfast, lunch, beverage, shirt, prizes and
more. Contact Scott Lindsey at bmcdwrestling@gmail.com or
717-903-9689.
Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia will hold a chicken
barbecue Aug. 10 from 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner includes half
a chicken, chips and a drink for $7. Dinners can be picked up
at the church parking lot at Fourth and Cherry streets or at the
Susquehanna Fire Company at Tenth and Manor streets. For
information, call 717-684-2711.
The Knights of Columbus of Our Lady of the Visitation Parish in Shippensburg are hosting a Golf Scramble at
1 p.m. Aug. 16 at the Chambersburg Country Club in Scotland,
Pa. The cost is $65 per golfer. This includes greens fee,
cart, prizes, and a buffet dinner after golf. The Knights have
decided to make it a fun outing as it will be the first year for
this outing. They hope to make it an annual outing to benefit
their scholarship fund. To register individually or as a foursome,

contact Chuck Music at 717-530-1456 or cvmship@hotmail.
com. This outing is open to men, women, and all faiths. Reply
by Aug. 9.  
The Knights of Columbus of St. John Neumann
Council 12532 will host their 13th Annual Pig & Corn Roast Aug.
18 from noon-3 p.m., rain or shine, in the picnic grove next to
St. John Neumann Church, Lancaster. Tickets are $10 each,
children 4 and under free. Purchase a pork sandwich, roasted
corn, baked beans, apple sauce, a beverage and ice cream
courtesy of Turkey Hill. For tickets, call Al Gillis 717-293-9524,
Chuck Mayo 771-569-2394 or the parish office 717-569-8531.
Proceeds benefit pro-life and other council charities.
Lebanon Catholic School’s Athletic Association will
host its annual golf classic at Royal Oaks Golf Club in Lebanon
Aug. 18. The tournament benefits Lebanon Catholic athletic
programs. Four-person scramble, shotgun start at 1 p.m. Cost is
$80 per player and includes golf, cart, lunch voucher and dinner.
Not a golfer? Consider being a cart, hole or beverage sponsor. Chances are being sold for $5 for the golf ball drop, where
someone could win up to $2,500. Contact Royal Oaks at 717274-2212 or Patti Hower at 717-866-7257, or find a registration
form at www.lebanoncatholicschool.org.
The Holy Name of Jesus Council #14081 of the Knights
of Columbus is holding its annual golf outing – the Peter Kozyra Memorial Golf Outing – Aug. 24 at Deer Valley Golf Course
in Hummelstown. This shotgun tournament with scramble format
will start at 8 a.m. with prizes and a luncheon held immediately
thereafter at Deer Valley. Cost to golf is $75 per person and
there are sponsorship opportunities available also. For more
information, or to sign up for the event, contact Charles Rice at
717-808-6525 or crice41209@aol.com. This event is open to
anyone in the Harrisburg Diocese. Deadline to enter or to sponsor is Aug. 16.
The 2013 Spirit Scramble golf tournament, hosted by
the Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus Council #10502 in Palmyra,
will be held Sept. 14 at Royal Oaks Golf Club in Lebanon. The
four-person scramble format kicks off with a shotgun start at
1:30 p.m. Sponsorships are available. The $75 fee includes
greens fee, cart, range balls, dinner and lunch prior to the game
at 12:30 p.m. The tournament is open to everyone. Those not
wishing to golf may attend the dinner only at approximately
6:30 p.m. for $25. Proceeds will benefit parish and community
youth outreach and education and select parish programs.
Contact Dane Schoenbaum at dane.schoenbaum@gmail.com
or call 717-838-2092 to register, sponsor, volunteer, or for more
information.
Trinity High School in Camp Hill will host a 50th anniversary Mass and wine and cheese social Sept. 14 at 5 p.m.
in the auditorium. We invite you to attend our Anniversary Mass
celebrated by Father Louis Ogden ’72, and concelebrated by
members of the Trinity family. We are pleased to welcome back
Brother Andrew, first principal of Trinity, to share remarks, along
with Father William Sullivan, principal from 1975-1981, and
current principal, Dr. David Bouton. Immediately after Mass,
reconnect with friends at a Wine & Cheese Social in the school’s
gymnasium. Tours of the school will be also provided during that
time. Complimentary, but R.S.V.P. appreciated. Call the school
at 717-761-1116.

Parish & Organization News

The Sacred Heart Perpetual Adoration Chapel in Harrisburg will be closed for renovations from Aug. 5 at 7:30 a.m. and
will reopen Aug. 26 at 8 a.m. Sacred Heart Chapel belongs to
all the parishes in the Dauphin Deanery, although it is under the
guardianship of St. Margaret Mary Church. The Chapel of the
Sacred Heart is located on 2836 Herr Street. Christ is waiting for
you. Please come and experience His love. Questions? Contact
Betsy Schaedler at 717-545-6030 or theway46@hotmail.com.
Kennedy Catholic High School in Hermitage, Pa., has
anticipated openings for the 2013-2014 school year for a Theology Teacher and a Campus Minister or a Theology Teacher/
Campus Minister combined. If interested, respond by email to
kchs@kennedy-catholic.org.
A Woman’s Concern, a non-profit pro-life pregnancy
center in Lancaster, is seeking a full-time Director of Development and Outreach. The goal of A Woman’s Concern is to
compassionately support and counsel those in our community
facing the challenges of pregnancy so that they can make lifeaffirming decisions for themselves and their unborn child. The
position is 38 hours per week. Key responsibilities include: plan
and administer all fundraising programs and activities; nurture
and establish relationships with existing and new donors; grant
writing; develop and administer a communications and marketing plan to promote the center’s image; prepare, produce and
oversee public relations/social media plan. The position requires
a passion for the pro-life issue and the value of the sanctity of
human life. The qualified candidate will possess excellent oral
and written communication skills, strong administrative skills,
and diverse computer skills including social media and Microsoft
Office. The qualified individual will possess flexibility with her/his
availability. Experience in development is preferred. A college
degree is required. This is a salaried position with paid vacation
benefits after one year of service. Interested candidates should
submit a résumé and letter of interest to Cathy Hendrixson,
Executive Director, via e-mail to cathyawc@epix.net. No phone
calls please.
The Immaculate Conception Thrift Shop, 5 Carlisle St.,
New Oxford, is currently holding a clothing sale: buy two and get
one free. Third item must be equal to or less in value. Excludes
school uniforms.
Religious store closing sale. The Guild in Scranton, Pa.,
will close on Aug. 31. Save up to 30 % discounts on religious
statues, gifts, art, jewelry, books, 1st Communion items, Church
goods. Open Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m., at 400 Wyoming Ave., Scranton, Exit 185 off I-81. Call 1-800-367-6610 or
visit www.shoptheguild.org.
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Cardinal Dolan Describes
Gettysburg as a Shrine during Mass
Marking 150th Anniversary of Battle

Civil War re-enactors and a Knights of
Columbus honor guard prepare to process
onto the grounds of Xavier Center for an
outdoor Mass marking the anniversary of the
Battle of Gettysburg. The re-enactors donned
the clothes and carried the flag of the Irish
Brigade, which fought for the Union Army.
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Mass, noting that it was “carved from the wood of our
By Jen Reed
old pews that served as cots for the soldiers who were
The Catholic Witness
being nursed at the historic church.”
Celebrating Mass just a few miles from the hallowed
The stand was given to the Shrine of the Immaculate
grounds of its Civil War battlefields, Cardinal Timothy
Conception in Washington, D.C., in the late 1920s to be
Dolan called Gettysburg “a shrine and a sanctuary” to
placed in the Chapel of St. Brigid, dedicated to the 12
which pilgrims journey with “a deep sense of honor,
religious orders who cared for the soldiers during and
awe, reverence, patriotism and gratitude.”
after the battle.
Cardinal Dolan, the Archbishop of New York and
Among those who presented the gifts of bread and
President of the United States Conference of Catholic
wine to Cardinal Dolan during the anniversary Mass
Bishops, celebrated the outdoor Mass July 6 on the
were religious sisters representing the Sisters and
grounds of Xavier Center, home to the parish center and
Daughters of Charity.
parochial school of St. Francis Xavier Parish.
“Our pilgrimage to Gettysburg is all about memory,”
He arrived to a crowd of people eager to shake his
the cardinal told the congregation of nearly 1,000
hand or receive a blessing, and took time before and
people. Among them were parishioners from St. Franafter Mass to greet everyone who wished
to have a
cis Xavier and from the Diocese of Harrisburg, Civil
moment with him.
War re-enactors and history enthusiasts from across the
The affable cardinal excountry.
pressed genuine respect for the
Cardinal Dolan remembered the soldiers, “whose Blue
sacredness of Gettysburg, sayor Gray were insignificant to a God who cries at every
ing, “It is not an exaggeration
war as he watches his children, destined to love, only
to call Gettysburg a shrine and
hurt and harm one another. Both read the same Bible.
a sanctuary.”
Both prayed to the same God. And each invoked His
He eagerly displayed his
name against the other.”
pectoral cross, which once
He spoke of the memory of the Catholic sisters, “bindbelonged to Archbishop
ing up
the nation’s wounds on both sides, unconJohn Hughes, the first
cerned whether they came from North or
Archbishop of New
South,” and of Father William Corby,
York and a
the chaplain of the Irish Brigade,
close friend
“absolving his men of their sins as
of Abraham
they ran toward near-certain fall.”
Lincoln.
And the cardinal spoke of the
And he
memory of “a president aptly
drew
named Abraham,” who christened the acres of battlefields
“with references such as ‘a new
nation conceived in liberty,’
‘all men are created equal,’
and ‘this one nation under
God.’”
“Every person,
every people, needs
both memories and
dreams,” Cardinal
Dolan said. “This
battlefield stirs up
both as we assemble in obedience
to the command
Jesus himself gave
us on the very eve
before he endured
his own Gettysburg,
New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan receives the offertory gifts from Civil War re-enactors during Mass on the grounds of Xavier Center in his Gethsemane, his
Gettysburg, Pa., July 6. The outdoor service marked the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, during which St. Francis Xavier Church Golgotha: ‘Do this
in memory of me.’”
served as a hospital for wounded soldiers.
laughter when he told the crowd gathered for the Mass
that being in Gettysburg was “better than being at Yankee Stadium.”
In his homily, he interlaced the Mass’ readings with
the abundance of history and imagery that pours forth
from Gettysburg’s battlefields.
St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (6:14-18) points
to Christ’s cross and his holy wounds, “concepts too
readily clear as we close our eyes and reverently and
somberly recall the tens of thousands of men killed and
wounded on these very acres, ever cardinal red in our
national memory,” the cardinal said.
The Battle of Gettysburg, often called the “High
Water Mark of the Rebellion,” pitted General Robert
E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia against the Union
Army of the Potomac under the command of Major
General George Meade. The Union pushed Lee to retreat
to Virginia and stemmed the tide of the Confederacy’s
invasion of the North.
During the battle, which took place July 1-3, 1863,
St. Francis Xavier Church served as a hospital for both
Union and Confederate soldiers. Here, religious sisters, most notably the Sisters and
Daughters of Charity, tended to
the wounded and the dying.
The role of St. Francis Xavier Church – dedicated in 1853
by Bishop John Neumann –
during the battle is a constant
reminder of the sacrifices of so
many men and women, noted
Father Bernardo Pistone, pastor.
He pointed to the missal stand
used for the commemorative
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St. Katharine Drexel Parish Celebrates

25th Anniversary

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

A quarter of a century ago, faithful
parishioners of a newly formed parish in
the western reaches of Mechanicsburg
gathered in a humble volunteer firehouse to
celebrate Holy Mass on a hot July day.
There that day was founding pastor Father James O’Brien and Bishop William
Keeler, as they concelebrated Mass and
spoke of a bright future for the parish to be
named Blessed Katharine Drexel, who was
about to be beatified by Pope John Paul II
months later. It would be the first parish in
the world to be named after the future saint,
who was canonized in October 2000.
Father O’Brien, now pastor of Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg, returned
for the parish’s 25th anniversary on a sunny
July 28 to celebrate Holy Mass in the parish’s beautiful light-drenched church that
was built in 1991 and sits atop a gentle rise
in the heart of Rich Valley in the greater
Cumberland Valley a few miles west of
Mechanicsburg.
“Anniversaries are about yesterday, today and tomorrow,” Father O’Brien said in
his homily. “It’s a time to look back, a time
to reflect on the present and a time to look
to the future.”
St. Katharine, or Mother Katharine, as
she was known to her loyal congregation
of Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, was
born in Philadelphia to a very wealthy investment banker. Born just prior to the
Civil War, she lived to nearly 100 years
old, dying in 1955 after living a devoted
life to helping the nation’s poor, especially
the socially excluded and oppressed Native
American and African-American peoples
in America. St. Katharine turned her back
to her own wealth and avoided opulence
to live a life devoted to the needy and oppressed.
While her sacred mission was to help

Father Stephen Weitzel, pastor, left, Msgr. Vincent Smith, a priest in residence, center, and Father James O’Brien, founding
pastor, right, concelebrate Mass July 28 to mark the anniversary of St. Katharine Drexel Parish.

educate and lift up peoples, she had a sincere love for the Eucharist that in her later
infirmed years was evident to all her knew
her.
More than 500 faithful gathered to celebrate 25 years of devotion to the Eucharist
and a commitment to helping the marginalized in society. Joining Father O’Brien at
the altar was Father Stephen Weitzel, who

has been pastor since 2002, and Msgr. Vincent Smith, who has made his retired residence at the parish for more than a decade.
Also concelebrating were Father Louis Ogden, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg, Father Paul Schenck and Father
Brian Wayne. Moreover, several Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament were in attendance
to honor their foundress and the 25th an-

niversary of the world’s first parish named
after a Pennsylvania saint.
“Looking back on yesterday, we can
all give thanks to all who gave so much to
make this parish come into existence,” Father O’Brien said. “This is just a small part
of Cumberland County and we must continue to grow to make it part of the bigger
kingdom.”

The celebration of the 25th anniversary Mass for St. Katharine Drexel Parish is
seen through a stained-glass window illustrating an image of the Philadelphiaborn saint.

A recreation of the sanctuary when Mass was celebrated in the Silver Spring Firehouse before Blessed Katharine Drexel Church was built.

From the choir loft, Sydney Bevenour watches her mother, Stefanie, as she points
to a selection of music during the anniversary Mass.

Altar servers recess from St. Katharine Drexel Church at the conclusion of Mass.
From left are Logan Roup, Eric Zampelli and Melissa Learish.
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Chapel at Mary, Gate of Heaven
Underscores Parish Roots
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

I

n the mid 1940s, Carmela
Magazino, a Lebanon County
resident of Italian descent, turned
to St. Gabriel Possenti to intercede
for her young and ailing son, Joseph.
St. Gabriel, raised in Spoleto,
Italy, was studying to become a
Passionist priest when he died of
tuberculosis in 1862, a few days
shy of his 24th birthday.
Upon his canonization in 1920,
he was proclaimed a patron saint of
Catholic youth, and so Carmela obtained a statue of him and turned to
prayer to help her sick child.
Nearly seven decades after Carmela’s prayers were answered, her
son Charles looked on with great
sentiment at that same statue of
St. Gabriel, now a focal piece of
the chapel named for him at Mary,
Gate of Heaven Parish in Myerstown.
Mr. Magazino, who now lives
in California, had returned to the
Myerstown parish – established in
Italian and German immigrants in
1926 – for the dedication of the St.
Gabriel Possenti Chapel, and the
blessing of the parish’s new classrooms, nursery and spacious additions. The celebration also featured
a recital on a new Rodgers pipe/
digital organ.
“The dedication of the chapel is
very special to me,” an emotional
Mr. Magazino said as he stood by
the chapel, located just inside the
recently-enlarged narthex. “My
parents, Angelo and Carmela, had
such deep faith. I remember them
in a special way today.”
Father Robert Berger, pastor of
Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish, noted that St. Gabriel Possenti is the
secondary patron of the parish. The
founders of the Myerstown church
– the first of which was converted
from a grain storage warehouse –
named it Mary, Gate of Heaven,
the English translation of “Maria,
Porta Coeli,” the mother church in
Abruzzi.
In 1959, Pope John XXIII named
St. Gabriel the patron of the Abruzzi region of Italy, where he spent
the last two years of his life.
The dedication of the chapel
and other new additions – including a cupola adorned with striking
stained-glass windows – was held
at the conclusion of Mass July 14.
Bishop William Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh, served
as the principal celebrant of the
Mass before blessing the chapel
and cornerstone.
The celebration was of great
significance to Bishop Waltersheid. The church’s stained-glass
windows are from his native parish of St. Joseph in Locust Gap,
and its baptismal font is the same
one at which he received the Sac-
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Bishop William Waltersheid blesses the stained-glass windows depicting the Stations of the Cross in the St. Gabriel Possenti
Chapel. Additional stained-glass windows in the church’s new cupola depict various scenes from the Bible, including the wedding
feast at Cana, the widow’s mite and the Institution of the Holy Eucharist.
rament of Baptism. And, the altar
that he blessed in the St. Gabriel
Possenti Chapel was once the altar that graced the former Carmelite Monastery in Elysburg, where
he celebrated his second Mass of
Thanksgiving after his ordination
to the priesthood.

“God has a wonderful way of
bringing everything full circle and
inspiring us to have great faith,”
Bishop Waltersheid told the parishioners, who filled the church to
capacity for the special celebration.
Father Berger said the day was
a “very grand occasion for show-

ing appreciation and gratitude, and
for celebrating a dream that started
ten years ago.” He commended the
work of the finance committee, the
pastoral council, designers, architects and construction workers, and
the contributions of parishioners to
bring the project to fruition.

The baptismal font is seen as parishioners participate in Mass celebrated by Bishop William
Waltersheid prior to the blessing of the new chapel and other additions July 14. Originally from St.
Joseph Parish in Locust Gap, it is the font where Bishop Waltersheid was baptized.

Altar servers of Mary, Gate of Heaven Parish look on as their pastor, Father
Robert Berger, and Bishop William Waltersheid process to the altar for the
celebration of Mass.

“Be grateful for the generosity of
one another. That beauty of working
together made this happen,” he told
the congregation.
Father Raymond Orloski, a classmate of Father Berger who served
Mary, Gate of Heaven some 50
years ago when it was a mission
of St. Gertrude Parish in Lebanon,
served as the homilist during Mass.
He spoke of the great faith of the
parish founders.
“Truly, they were the Church, but
they were without a church, until
1926, when this Catholic community was able to purchase a property
consisting of a grain storage building, a few coal sheds and a barn – the
future site of Mary, Gate of Heaven
Church,” Father Orloski said.
“Now, 8.7 decades later, this
Swiss chalet style architecture of the
new church building, and now the
addition to the hall and day chapel,
additional CCD classrooms – the
dream of your present pastor, Father
Berger – this is the church now and
the church of the future. You are the
Church,” he said.
“This parish is being reborn again
and again, renewed over and over
again with the same faith, the same
true doctrine and the same love of
God,” Father Orloski said. “The
Church of God, the Body of Christ,
is always making itself anew.”

A statue of St. Gabriel Possenti graces the chapel named for him at Mary, Gate of
Heaven Parish in Myerstown. He is a patron saint of the parish, which traces its
roots to 1926 and to the Italian and German people who founded it on the eastern
edge of Lebanon County.
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Fiat Days: Listening to God’s Call
I

n 2008, the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Office of Vocations began offering
Fiat Days, a unique discernment program
for young women ages 15-25, designed to
give them opportunities to enjoy prayer,
reflection and discussion with religious
sisters while listening to God’s call in their
lives.
“Fiat” means “Let it be done,” and is
the response that the Blessed Mother gave
when the archangel Gabriel told her of
God’s plan for her to be the mother of Jesus Christ.
Since the first Fiat Days in the diocese
six years ago, the number of participants
has continued to grow as more young
women have taken advantage of the days
of discernment offered through the annual
retreat.
This year, 54 young women took part
in Fiat Days, held July 7-9 at Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.,
where they spent time with religious sisters from more than a dozen communities.
The retreat featured Masses, Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, prayer services, presentations and small group discussion. Discernment walks, spiritual direction and games
with the sisters also filled the days.
Among the participants was 15-yearold Alexandra Parisi, who attended Fiat
Days just a few days before her 16th birthday and her departure for World Youth
Day. (See some of Alexandra’s and the
other pilgrims’ experiences on pages 9-17 in this issue.)
Blogging about her time at Fiat Days, Alexandra wrote:
God has a great plan for all of us, and we just need to
listen to God and what he has to say. Even though sometimes we may think God is crazy for what he may be telling us, he knows best for us and we just need to accept
and know that we are in the hands of God!
Ever since a young age, I knew God wanted me to become a religious sister, but as I was getting older I thought
I wanted to be a pediatric nurse with God calling me still
to go in the way of being a religious sister. This year, my
freshman year, knowing that I was granted the privilege
to attend World Youth Day with the Holy Father, my conversations with God were occurring a lot more. With each
conversation, God kept talking to me about becoming a
religious sister….
Fiat Days really helped me deepen my faith. Just being with several religious sisters and the constant steady
schedule of prayer, I feel closer to God. As none of us
know what God has in store for us next. We (the participants) were not given a schedule for the day, as we were
only being told what was happening at that moment and
what was happening next. Since we never do know what
is happening next in our life, I really enjoyed not knowing
what was next on the schedule!
Fiat Days is a blast, and I hope that more young women
listen to the calling God has in store for them, and that
many more for the years to come attend Fiat Days.
(For information about Fiat Days and vocation discernment, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations or call the
vocations office at 717-657-4804.)

Jeanne Boyle of St. Joseph Parish in Dallastown
folds her hands in prayer after receiving Holy Communion during Mass in the seminary chapel.

Fiat Days participants enjoy a chat with a religious
sister on the grounds of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
in Emmitsburg, Md., during the annual discernment
retreat for young women. The experience offers
participants time to interact and worship with
religious sisters from different communities.

Fiat Days participants write reflections as they gather in the chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. The annual
retreat for young women includes Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and presentations on vocations.
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A young woman spends time in prayer with a religious sister in the chapel at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary during
Fiat Days, which offers young women a time to listen to God’s call in their lives.

