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Building through Christ
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden last month blessed the cornerstone and memorial cross for
the new Bishop McDevitt High School, which is slated to welcome students in January.
“Let us remember that a cornerstone is a reminder that we must build all things through
Christ,” the bishop said during the ceremony. See page 7.
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Annual Pilgrimage
to Grotto Underscores
Marian Devotion
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Beneath the iconic gold-leafed statue of the Blessed Mother that overlooks St. Mary’s Mountain, diocesan
faithful assembled on the picturesque
and sacred grounds of the National
Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
on Aug. 2.
There, they gathered for prayer and
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and
for a holy Mass and Marian conference offered by Bishop William J.
Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop of
Pittsburgh.
The day marked the 25th anniversary
of the diocesan-wide pilgrimage for
world peace through prayer and conversion.
Held each year on the first Thursday
in August, the pilgrimage was initiated by Father Walter Sempko, now a
retired diocesan priest, who organized
the gathering after a visit to Medjugorje, the site of alleged Marian apparitions. Initially, the pilgrimage was an

Grace Burke
drinks from
a mountain
spring at
the National
Shrine Grotto
of Our Lady
of Lourdes in
Emmitsburg,
Md. The Burke
family, formerly from nearby
Buckeystown,
Md., and now
residents of
Massachusetts, were
visiting the
grotto the
same day
that faithful of
the diocese
gathered there
for the 25th
annual
pilgrimage.

annual reunion of those who had traveled there with him, but soon it began
to attract other diocesan faithful who
desired to gather to pray for peace.
“Only God can measure” the result
of 25 years of prayers and sacrifices
that diocesan faithful have offered
through the pilgrimage, said Father
Sempko. “We do the planting, and
God does the plowing.”
“If there is anything the world needs
right now, it is help from God to live
his way. The road to peace is doing
what God asks of us,” he told The
Catholic Witness. “What is keeping us
going is that, as the Scriptures tell us,
we must persevere in prayer, with the
idea that we can change hearts, minds
and souls.”
The tranquility of the holy grotto
and its peaceful surroundings offered
those who traversed its paths a bit of
respite from summer’s heat and humidity, which compelled pilgrims to
gather in the “Glass Chapel” for the
Mass and Marian conference.
More PILGRIMAGE, page 7
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Mass and Gathering begin Diocese’s
Countdown to World Youth Day 2013
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The countdown has officially
begun.
The diocese kicked off its spiritual preparations for World Youth
Day 2013 last month with a Mass
and gathering held a full year
ahead of the pilgrimage, which
will take youth and young adults
to Guadalupe, Mexico, and Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, next July 20-29.
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
celebrated the kickoff Mass July
22 at Holy Name of Jesus Church
in Harrisburg, and then led the
first of several catechesis sessions
he plans to offer during this year
of preparation.
The Mass and gathering were
aimed not only at pilgrims who
have already registered for WYD
2013 and those considering attending, but at all diocesan faithful, who are being asked to join in
support of the pilgrims.
“During this year, we will have
an opportunity for catechesis on
the faith. The hope is that, as we
prepare, we grow in our faith,”
Bishop McFadden told youth,
young adults, clergy and chaperones gathered for the catechesis
session after Mass.
Bishop McFadden is inviting youth and their chaperones,
young adults, priests, seminarians

and consecrated men and women to
participate in the World Youth Day
pilgrimage.
The spiritual journey will include
a two-day retreat in Guadalupe,
Mexico, and the World Youth Day
activities with the Holy Father in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
The Diocesan Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry is currently
accepting registrations for the pilgrimage. See the box below for information.
Initiated in 1985 by Blessed John
Paul II, World Youth Day brings together Catholic youth from across
the globe for worship, prayer, catechesis and camaraderie. It is celebrated in a different country every
two to three years.
Melanie Kramer and Tyler Boltz
were among the pilgrims from Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish in Lebanon and Our
Lady of Fatima Mission in Jonestown who attended World Youth
Day in Madrid in 2011. Melanie and
Tyler hope to be among the World
Youth Day group next summer too.
“In Madrid, I loved how so many
people from all around the world
were together,” said Melanie, 21.
“Even though we had no idea who
they were and we didn’t speak their
language, we were still united in the
faith.”
The multitude of young people
also left a lasting impression on Tyler, 20.

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
delivers his homily during a
Mass at Holy Name of Jesus
Church in Harrisburg last month
to kick-off preparations for the
diocese’s World Youth Day
pilgrimage next July 20-29.
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“You could be up on someone’s
shoulders and still there was nothing
but people as far as you could see,”
he recalled.
Gathered for the catechesis session presented by the bishop, Melanie and Tyler said they encourage
other youth and young adults to
seize the opportunity that World
Youth Day offers.

“Go, and enjoy it. In the end,
there are so many great experiences you’ll have that you’ll always
remember,” Melanie said.
Pointing out the hopes of
Blessed John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI for World Youth
Day, Bishop McFadden expressed
that “In drawing the youth of the
world together, we have the chance

to encounter the living Lord.”
“Hopefully, the World Youth
Day experience is one that helps
us strengthen our faith,” he said,
recalling the two popes’ intentions that the youth of the world
“will come together as a group
to strengthen their faith, to grow
in their faith, and to go and make
disciples of all nations.”

World Youth Day, July 20-29 2013
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
‘Go and make disciples of all
nations’ - Matthew 28:19

Virginia Pereira, Associate Director of
the Diocesan Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry, seated, shares World
Youth Day information during a
gathering following the kick-off Mass.
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Msgr. Lawrence Persico, vicar general and chancellor of the Diocese of Greensburg, Pa., and
Bishop Donald W. Trautman of Erie, Pa., are pictured during a July 31 press conference in Erie.
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Bishop Joseph P. McFadden
invites you to join him and our
Holy Father at World Youth Day
2013 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The spiritual pilgrimage will
include a two day retreat experience in Guadalupe, Mexico, and the World Youth Day activities in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The Diocesan group will be limited to 200 pilgrims
within the ages of 16-17 (youth) and their parish group leaders and chaperones; young adults ages 18 (high school graduates)-35; priests, seminarians and consecrated individuals.
For information on this wonderful spiritual pilgrimage,
please contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at 717-657-4804 ext. 327, or oyyam@hbgdiocese.org,
or visit our Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch.

Greensburg Vicar
General to Succeed
Bishop Trautman
Pope Benedict XVI accepted the resignation of Bishop Donald W. Trautman of Erie, Pa., last month and appointed Msgr. Lawrence T. Persico,
vicar general and chancellor of the Diocese of Greensburg, Pa., to succeed
him.
Bishop Trautman, 76, had headed the Erie Diocese since 1990 and
served as an auxiliary bishop in Buffalo, N.Y., for five years before that.
Bishop-designate Persico, 61, was born in Monessen, Pa., and ordained
a priest of the Greensburg Diocese on April 30, 1977. He has served as
pastor of St. James Parish in New Alexandria, Pa., since 1998, chancellor
of the diocese since 1989 and vicar general since 2005.
Bishop-designate Persico will be ordained a bishop and installed as head
of the Erie Diocese at 2 p.m. Oct. 1 at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie.
Bishop Trautman, who submitted his resignation to the pope on his 75th
birthday, June 24, 2011, as required by canon law, will continue to administer the diocese until the installation of his successor.
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Local Church News

What Child Homelessness Is Costing Us
By Diana Hamlin
Special to The Witness

Every night in Pennsylvania,
thousands of children sleep in homeless shelters. Can we measure what
the awful experience of being homeless can do to a child? Perhaps not,
but we can see what it is costing us
in dollars, which is quite a bit more
than it would cost to simply provide
housing.
The People’s Emergency Center
examined 13 cost categories associated with child homelessness, including physical and mental health,
social services and housing, early
development and education, and
costs associated with high school
dropout. For the 9,027 children in
Pennsylvania who slept at least one
night in a shelter in 2011, these were
more than costly problems; these
categories are the grim reality they
face.

The most basic of these categories
is health. Most parents wonder, “Is
my child healthy?” Homeless children are more likely than their peers
to suffer from certain chronic health
conditions such as asthma, anemia,
chronic ear infections, and lead toxicity. Mental health issues arise from
homelessness that could span a lifetime. Medical bills could add up to a
few thousand dollars per child.
Homeless children are also more
likely to need early intervention services and special education, which
increases the cost of education. Plus,
homeless students are at a much
greater risk of dropping out of high

New State EITC
Scholarship Program
With the passage of the state budget in the waning hours of June, a new
program to offer scholarships to students from failing schools was enacted.
Called EITC 2.0, to distinguish it from the existing Educational Improvement
Tax Credit program, this program is targeted to students attending the lowest
15% of performing schools across the state.
The Catholic schools in the diocese have applied to accept students and the
diocesan Neumann Scholarship Foundation has applied to participate in the
program. Businesses will be able to apply for tax credits towards their state
tax obligations, and make a donation to the diocesan scholarship foundation
for the Opportunity Scholarships.
This new program will operate in tandem with the existing scholarship program. Applications for students will be available at the local schools in January, with filing due by April 1st. Based on the funds received, scholarships
will be awarded by the Neumann Scholarship Foundation under the EITC
2.0 program for the 2013-14 school year. The law requires the scholarship
foundation to give preference to students with family incomes below 185%
of the federal poverty rate.
We have every hope that this new program will provide additional opportunities to needy students to find an education that meets their needs.
Father Edward J. Quinlan
Secretary for Education

August 22 – CRE/DRE Convocation Mass, Cardinal
Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 9:15 a.m.
August 22 – Knights of Columbus Check
Presentation, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 11 a.m.
August 23 – Priest and Deacon Golf Outing, Bent
Creek Golf Course, Lancaster
August 27 – Meeting with High School Board
Members, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
August 28 – Deans Meeting, Diocesan Center,
Harrisburg, 10:30 a.m.
August 28 – Closing of Forty Hours Devotions at
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church, Berwick, 7 p.m.

school. Lost wages, social services,
and the increased likelihood of incarceration contribute to more costs.
If we add it all together, we come
up with an average annual cost per
child of $40,079 and a total annual
marginal cost of child homelessness
of $363,205,374 in Pennsylvania. If
we compare this to the $6,419 average cost of a child who is not homeless, one cannot help but wonder
why ending homelessness is not a
more desired outcome of our society.
The state’s Homeless Assistance
Program and Human Services Development Fund (HSDF) support
emergency housing and homeless
prevention programs, but funding is
far from adequate. This year the allocation was cut again.
The People’s Emergency Center in
Philadelphia and the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, operated
by Catholic Charities and located in
Harrisburg, are two organizations attempting to help but are constricted
by funding problems. “As funding
continues to dry up, it becomes an
even bigger challenge to locate additional financial resources, and the
fear of these cuts eventually impacting the continuation of services is of
great concern,” said Hilary Hoover,
the program director for Interfaith
Shelter for Homeless Families.
Joe Willard of the People’s Emergency Center expressed similar concerns, saying that the resources used
by centers are actually very good,
but the lack of funding is limiting.
Willard said that “child homelessness in Pennsylvania is not just a

problem, it’s a crisis.”
Child homelessness grows each
year; for the first time in U.S. history the number of homeless children
nationwide has exceeded 1 million.
Willard said that this is not just a
concern for large cities like Philadelphia; although with one of the
highest poverty rates in the country
Philadelphia has severe child homelessness problems. The problem exists across the state with homeless
families reportedly living under
bridges, in camps, and in state parks.
Despite the potential financial
challenges, Hoover said, “As for
the Interfaith Shelter, we will continue to serve children and families
who are homeless. We will continue
to carry out the mission to help the
poor, and will trust that God will
continue to provide for our financial
needs despite the devastating cuts
ahead.”
In these difficult economic times,
the taxpayers must make tough decisions about which programs to
support, but the facts speak for
themselves: we cannot afford child
homelessness.
(Diana Hamlin is a summer intern
at the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and
the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania. Stay up-to-date with Catholic
news and issues at www.pacatholic.
org, www.facebook.com/pacatholic,
and www.twitter.com/pacatholic.)
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Catholic Commentary

Balance
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Recently I had a glorious experience sitting under the shade of an old oak
tree in a park with a good book while munching on a bag of onion and chives
chips and sipping a Pepsi. This, for me, was a little piece of heaven.
Looking up from my book, I watched a young man
geared up with a helmet, bite guard, and wrist, elbow and
knee pads trying to ride his skateboard down the banister of a small
Musings
bunch of steps. Viewing his lesOf A Catholic
sons of hard knocks turned out to
be more interesting than the book
Educator
I was reading. I was absolutely
Sister Geralyn
fascinated with this young man’s
Schmidt, SCC
focus and attention as he tried and
fell over and over again. Though
the added gear certainly prevented a broken bone, each
fall had to have hurt. After each attempt, he would rub
where he landed, walk up the steps and try again. After what seemed like an
eternity, he finally achieved what he set out to do: gracefully glide down the
banister balanced on the front wheels of his skateboard. He continued the lessons until he achieved success; 4 out of 5 times without falling on his face.
What this young man perfected in his lessons was the “art” of balance – not
only an important part of performing tricks on a skateboard, but also in many
aspects of the use of technology and media. In Infinite Bandwidth: Encountering Christ in the Media, (Emmaus Road, 2010), Eugene Gan writes:
“A totally connected life, for adults and teens, means no time for silence,
no time for contemplation, and no time for the studied reflection that has
long been considered necessary for self-knowledge, wisdom, and spiritual
growth.” (pg. 16)
The idea of using media and technology in a balanced way has a greater
depth than just in the way that it is used. Inter Mirifica, the Second Vatican
Council’s Decree on Media of Social Communications, wrote:
“We must look, then, the nature of what is communicated, given the special
character of each of these media. At the same time they must take into consideration the entire situation or circumstances, namely, the persons, place, time
and other conditions under which communication takes place and which can
affect or totally change its propriety.” (IM 4)
So the Church challenges us to use media with insight and knowledge, not
to digest, use, listen or watch any piece of media without proper research.
Such an exploration can assist us in deciding whether or not the use of media
or websites expands our world view or our understanding of other cultures
and their ways of thinking. In addition to this, each of us needs to determine
whether or not the use of such media puts us in spiritual or physical danger.
A third aspect of balance comes about when we put limits on the time we use
it for purely entertainment or even “fasting” from its use all together. Yes,
I mean actually PLUGGING off your devices! In doing this, you can very
quickly uncover how you are personally “obsessed” with their use and free
yourself of the danger of becoming addicted.
As adults, our students and children look to us for guidance and wisdom. Our use of media can fall into this aspect as well. We should model a
balanced use of media for them and at the same time dialogue with them
about the importance of being balanced. We should be transparent enough
with them to ask them the same questions we should ask ourselves regarding
limits of use, disconnecting and in prayer. (Gan, 34)
Technology and media are truly gifts from God and humankind’s ingenuity.
While they should be used as tools to connect with others on a global scale,
they should never prevent us from connecting with our God. To quote Freeman Dyson, English Physicist, “Technology is truly a gift of God. After the
gift of life, it is perhaps the greatest of God’s gift.”
Let us all strive to use this gift wisely!
(Christian Charity Sister Geralyn Schmidt is the School WAN Coordinator
for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)
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Prayers
for Life
By Father Paul CB Schenck
Special to The Witness
Saint Paul writes, “First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity.
This is good and pleasing to God our savior,” (I Tim 2:1-3).
The Prayers of the Faithful, or petitions, are a very important part of the
celebration of the Holy Mass. The General Instruction on the Roman Missal
(GIRM) says, “In the UniFather Paul
versal Prayer or Prayer of the
CB Schenck
Faithful, the people respond
in some sense to the Word
LIFEGIFT
of God which they have received in faith and, exercising the office of their baptismal Priesthood, offer
prayers to God for the salvation of all. It is desirable that there usually be such a form of prayer in
Masses celebrated with the people, so that petitions
may be offered for holy Church, for those who
govern with authority over us, for those weighed down by various needs,
for all humanity, and for the salvation of the whole world.”
In their Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities, the U.S. Bishops emphatically state:
In our present social context, marked by a dramatic struggle between the
“culture of life” and the “culture of death”, there is need to develop a deep
critical sense, capable of discerning true values and authentic needs.
Quoting Blessed John Paul II, they observe:
What is urgently called for is a general mobilization of consciences and
a united ethical effort to activate a great campaign in support of life. All
together, we must build a new culture of life.
In response to the current crisis of respect for the sanctity of human life
and the dignity of all persons, the Bishops call for pro-life petitions (prayers
of the Faithful) at every Mass.
Typically, when I am leading the prayers, I will pray:
• For the Church: Our Holy Father, our Bishop, all the Bishops in communion together, the clergy, the religious, the consecrated and the lay faithful,
that we may be witnesses to the gift of life and love to the world…
• For all elected and appointed officials, and all those responsible for public policy, that they may keep before them the sanctity of every human life,
the dignity of every person and the common good of all people.
• For the sick and the suffering, the weak and vulnerable, those without
advocates or voices; the preborn, their mothers and fathers, the aging, those
deemed terminally ill, the disabled, the incapacitated, subjects of scientific
experiments that injure and destroy life, those who feel hopeless and helpless, the mentally and emotionally ill, the homeless, those without a nation
or country to defend and protect their rights, victims of violence, those condemned to death and victims of war.
• For the dying and those who have died, that they may see the face of God
and enjoy Him forever.
The Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops publishes the Word of Life series (on line and hard copy) as an easy way to follow their instruction that a pro-life petition be prayed at every Mass. While
their stated purpose is to “develop a deep critical sense” of the respect for
all human life and the dignity of all persons, it is not necessary to always
mention abortion. The whole range of concerns for human life may be included over a reasonable course of time, weekly, monthly or seasonally.
Still, the Bishops have called for some expression of the aspirations of the
Gospel of Life in the petitions at every Mass.
In the words of the Bishops, in this way “we proclaim that human life is a
precious gift from God; that each person who receives this gift has responsibilities toward God, self, and others; and that society, through its laws and
social institutions, must protect and nurture human life at every stage of its
existence.” Lord, hear our prayer, amen!
(THE WORD OF LIFE pro-life petitions can be found at http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/resources-for-the-eucharist/word-of-life/. Pro
Life prayers can be found at: http://www.priestsforlife.org/prayers/index.
aspx.)
(Father Paul CB Schenck is Diocesan Director of Respect Life Activities
and chairman of the National Pro-Life Action Center in Washington, D.C.)
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Faith and Life
For Greater Glory Asks, ‘What Price
Would You Pay for Freedom?’

Cristero War Took Her
Father but Strengthened
Her Faith, Says Woman
By Doris Benavides
Catholic News Service

As she shut off the garden hose and set it next to her recently planted
flowers, Maria Meza greeted a visitor.
“Yes, come in, everything’s all wet, clean,” she said with a smile.
Andy Garcia,
The 92-year-old said she likes to exchange good-natured banter, but all
right and
smiles vanish when Meza begins narrating her family’s ordeal back when
Mauricio Kuri star
she was 7 years old and living in her native Michoacan, Mexico.
in a scene from
“Las balas tronaban (The bullets whistled),” said the survivor of the
the movie For
Cristero War of the 1920s, in which Catholics took up arms to contest the
Mexican government’s systematGreater Glory.
ic repression of religion. It is deGarcia plays
picted in the movie For Greater
General Enrique
Glory.
Gorostieta, and
Her father, Jose Meza Galvez,
Kuri portrays
was a strong Cristero who hid
José Luis
many priests in his house to help
Sanchez del Rio.
them avoid getting killed by the
government that persecuted all
Catholics during the three-year
CNS/ARC ENTERTAINMENT
civil war. More than 90,000 people died, mostly men and numerBy Jen Reed
ous priests, including her uncle,
The Catholic Witness
St. Rafael Guizar Valencia. A
bishop, he was beatified by Pope
It is at once a deplorable and inspirational scene.
John Paul II in 1995 and canonAlready bruised and bloodied, 13-year-old José Luis Sanchez del Rio is tied to a slab and subsequently torized by Pope Benedict XVI in
tured by Mexican forces.
2006.
His crime? Refusing to renounce his Catholic faith.
For three days, Maria Meza,
CNS/COURTESY OF ISRAEL TAPIA
“Viva Cristo Rey! (Long live Christ the King!)” he cries out.
her four sisters and their mother, General Enrique Gorostieta, who
Passionately and repeatedly, he shrieks the rallying cry against the sheer agony, and perhaps more so against
Maria Ayala, hid in a cave while
his country’s government.
all the men in town fought against led Mexico’s Cristero Rebellion,
Watching this scene from For Greater Glory play out on the movie screen, it’s dreadful to imagine that a
is pictured in an undated photo.
the government’s army.
government would seek to torture and kill its own people – children included – for practicing their faith. Yet
With sadness, she recalled He is portrayed by Andy Garcia in
such was the reality in Mexico in the 1920s, when President Plutarco Calles enforced strict provisions against
when the war ended. A few days For Greater Glory.
religious freedom.
after the war was over a group of
Under “Calles’ Law,” Church properties were seized, clergy were deported, and convents and schools were
military burst into her home and killed her father.
closed. Mexican Catholics initially responded in peaceful protest, but their nonviolent efforts were met with
“One shot was enough,” she said. He was about 40 years old.
escalating violence by federal forces.
The rest of the family survived because the army went after the men,
The story of young José is one of many inspiring and unforgettable accounts illustrated in For Greater Glory,
Meza said.
a film that chronicles the Cristero War (1926-1929), the armed uprising of men, women, clergy and children
“But he died bravely, shouting, ‘Viva Cristo Rey!’ ‘Vivan los Cristeagainst the Mexican government for its violent persecution against the Church and her people.
ros!’” she said proudly.
Leading the resistance – which ultimately builds to more than 50,000 strong – is General Enrique Gorostieta,
After that sad day, her mother made sure that the family’s Catholic
a retired military leader. His wife’s unwavering faith, set against his own religious skepticism, form a backdrop
heritage stayed alive among her children. Two of the girls entered the
for the film and change shape as the general becomes a passionate supporter who is willing to risk everything
religious community Sagrada Familia (Sacred Family); the other three
for religious freedom.
married and passed their strong faith on to their children, along with the
Much blood was shed during the Cristero War, and years of fear would pass until Mexican faithful were free
Cristero War story.
to worship once again. A new president signed a peace agreement in 1929 allowing freedom of worship to
“I’ve heard this story many times in my life since I was a small boy,”
resume, yet Calles’ political party remained in power for 70 years, and it was not until 1992 that an amended
said her son Manuel, 62, the fourth of her 14 children. Four died at a
constitution lifted most restrictions and gave religious groups legal status.
young age.
Some 90,000 people died in the Cristero War. In the year 2000, Blessed John Paul II canonized 25 martyrs
Although the story has been passed through generations of survivors,
who gave their lives for religious freedom. Five years later, Pope
it did not make it in the annals of Mexican
history. Many analysts presume it is because
Benedict beatified 13 others, including José Luis Sanchez del Rio.
the Mexican president at that time, Plutarco
For Greater Glory was released in theaters in June, and played at
Elias Calles, who led the war, was one of the
the Great Escape theater in the Harrisburg Mall in late July and early
founders of the Institutional Revolutionary
August, thanks to the efforts of the Knights of Columbus.
Party, which ruled the country for the next
Holy Name of Jesus Council 14081 in Harrisburg worked with the
seven decades.
Supreme Council of the Knights to bring the film to the diocese for
Even for Manuel, it is hard to believe that
a several-week stint. Supreme Knight Carl Anderson is listed in the
the dead were hanged from poles on the
credits of the movie, which includes a few references to the Cathoroads under the fearful watch of survivors.
lic fraternal organization. In addition, a number of the martyrs were
Others were buried in mass graves.
Knights of Columbus.
“Thank God that war finally ended,” Meza
Those who haven’t seen the movie, or who are impassioned to see
said. “They were three long years. They [the
it again, can look for its release on DVD in November.
soldiers] put houses on fire, raped many
Chet Hickey, past Grand Knight of Council 14081, encourages
women and tried to destroy all religious imCatholics to watch it.
ages.”
“I would think that if religious freedom, or any kind of freedom,
That is why she tries to preserve her Cathmeans that much to somebody, they should see this movie,” he told
olic beliefs, she confides.
The Catholic Witness. “The people in Mexico took their fight to a
“I don’t want my family to change to anlevel way beyond our comprehension today. I was totally in awe of
other religion,” Meza said. “I respect other
the story of José, who had this burning desire to save his country.”
people’s beliefs, but we went through so
“We’re fighting for religious freedom now more than ever in the
much and I think it was worth it.”
United States,” he said.
Purposefully, 12 years ago she and her
Cathleen Myers, a member of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambershusband
bought a house across the street
burg, drove to Harrisburg with her husband and mother to see the
from Resurrection Church in East Los Anmovie.
geles.
“It was the type of movie that you want to tell everyone about, and
Unless she is sick, which rarely happens,
very few people had ever heard of it,” she said.
she gets up at 5 o’clock every morning and
“To see how people less than 100 years ago were threatened with
by 6:45 she is sitting at one of the pews.
sanctions against what they believed in and how they were able to
“Every single day,” Meza said, except on
stand up to this persecution shows today’s Catholics that these things
Sundays, when she attends the 10:30 a.m.
... happened within what is called modern history,” Mrs. Myers told
Mass together with other family members.
The Catholic Witness.
She has 60 grandchildren and 40 greatIn learning the true story of the Mexican martyrs, she asked herself
grandchildren.
whether she could suffer pain and torture for the love of God.
“I am preparing myself to receive my glo“It’s hard to say what anyone would do in a situation until it hapry,” she said. She receives Communion every
pens. One would hope one would be courageous, but really what we
day and prays the rosary every night before
going to bed at 9 p.m. sharp.
need to do is pray to the Holy Spirit to give us the strength to keep
“When I stand in front of the Judge, I think
our faith in the face of any disaster, whether it is physical torture, or
CNS
disease, or death of a loved one, or any unforeseen circumstance,” Jesuit priest and martyr Blessed Miguel Pro Juarez is pictured I will be prepared,” she said proudly. “I think
I have a solid faith. Although I don’t know
she said.
just before his execution by firing squad Nov. 23, 1927, in Mex- him, I do believe in him. And I don’t lack
(Find out more about For Greater Glory by visiting the movie’s ico. Though he did not support the armed insurrection against anything; even in hard times he has provided.
official site at www.forgreaterglory.com. You can read the Catholic the Mexican government’s anti-Catholic actions, he was arrest“That shot to my father’s head was not in
News Service’s review of the movie by visiting www.catholicnews. ed and executed without trial. His final words were reported as, vain. The seed that my parents planted in me
com/movies.)
“Viva Cristo Rey!” (“Long live Christ the King!”).
doesn’t wither that easily.”
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World and National News

Cardinal Urges Congress to Act on
HHS Mandate before Year’s End
By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service
Since the courts will not act quickly enough to
protect the religious liberty concerns prompted by
the Obama administration’s contraceptive mandate,
Congress must “address this urgent and fundamental
issue before it completes its business this year,” Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo told members of the House
and Senate.
“Timely and uniform protection of these rights
cannot be expected from the current lengthy judicial process,” said the cardinal in an Aug. 3 letter to
members of Congress. He is archbishop of Galveston-Houston and chairman of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.
Cardinal DiNardo described the contraceptive
mandate as an “unprecedented and misguided federal policy.”
“The Catholic bishops of the United States continue to advocate for life-affirming health care for
all, especially for poor and vulnerable people,” he
wrote. “We do not see this policy as a step in that
direction.”
Cardinal DiNardo said that despite “widespread
opposition to this coercive policy by religious organizations, lawmakers and the general public, Congress has still taken no action to counter it.”
“The time for such action is, to say the least, overdue,” he added. “The fundamental importance of the
religious freedom issue at stake demands a timely
congressional response.”
The cardinal said the requirement to provide contraceptives to their employees free of charge will
likely affect for-profit business owners first. He noted that four of the lawsuits against the mandate have
been filed by Catholic business owners.
“These are devout individuals and families who
own and operate businesses who, without any word
of protest from employees, have been offering health
coverage that does not violate their moral convictions,” he said. “In effect, if an organization is ‘forprofit’ it is not allowed to be ‘for’ anything else.
“The owners who have imbued their companies

You Can Urge
Congress to Take Action
On August 1, the Obama Administration’s contraceptive and sterilization mandate went into effect. Congress must take action now to protect
religious liberty and conscience rights. Contact
your Representative and two Senators. Urge
Members to support and work for enactment of
the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (H.R.
1179, S. 1467) this year, whether as a free-standing bill or as part of other legislation.
The Respect for Rights of Conscience Act
provides protection of the religious beliefs and
moral convictions of those who participate in the
health care system. By incorporating protection
of conscience rights into the new health care law,
it will ensure respect for conscience in the face of
the new contraceptive mandate.

Recommended Actions:
• Visit the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference’s
Web site at www.pacatholic.org to instantly send
a message to Congress or find contact information
for your legislators.
• Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202-2243121, or call your members’ local offices. Additional contact info can be found on Members’ web
sites at: www.senate.gov and www.house.gov.

Suggested Message: “Please support and
work for the enactment of the Respect for Rights
of Conscience Act (H.R. 1179, S. 1467) this year.
As of August 1, the Administration’s contraceptive mandate went into effect for most employers. This mandate requires most health plans to
cover sterilization and contraceptives, including
drugs that can cause an abortion, even when employers and employees have moral or religious
objections.”

Annulment
Presentations
Scheduled
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce and annulments from the
Catholic perspective in the coming months. These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people who wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved
in the RCIA process and those who have a vested interest
because of family or friends.
Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more information, call
717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

Schedule of Presentations:
September 13 – Cardinal Keeler Center Room 103,
Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
October 11 – St. Philip the Apostle Parish,
Millersville, 7 p.m.
October 15 – St. Paul the Apostle Parish,
Annville, 7 p.m.
October 18 – St. Joseph Parish,
Hanover, 7 p.m.
November 15 – Cardinal Keeler Center Room 103,
Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

with faith-based commitments to employee wellbeing, community service and social responsibility
strongly disagree,” Cardinal DiNardo wrote. “And at
a time of grave concern over business and banking
scandals, does anyone think that rewarding businesses obsessed solely with company profits is sound
government policy?”
The cardinal noted that a federal judge had granted
a temporary stay to Hercules Industries, a Denverbased business owned by the Catholic Newland family, ruling that any “public interest” served by the
mandate is “countered, and indeed outweighed, by
the public interest in the free exercise of religion.”
“However, this welcome and sensible initial decision marks only the beginning of even the Newland family’s court battle,” he said. “It does not affect companies filing suit in other states, or even the
many thoroughly religious nonprofit organizations
whose religious character has always been obvious
to most people.
“Vindication of the fundamental rights of these individuals and organizations may take years of litigation,” he added.
Cardinal DiNardo said the mandate and the narrow religious exemption to it represent “an approach
to religious freedom that is more grudging and arbitrary than any yet seen in federal law.” In addition,
he said, “few really know whether their request for
exemption will be accepted by the government or
not.”
Coverage of contraceptives and sterilization “will
be imposed ‘automatically’ on these organizations’
employees and their dependent teenage children, regardless of the moral or religious objections of the
employer or employee,” he said. “Yet some have
cynically said this policy ensures female employees’
right to make their own choice on health coverage.”
Two bills addressing areas of the health reform bill
the Catholic bishops say are problematic – the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act and the Abortion
Non-Discrimination Act, which has been incorporated into the Labor/HHS appropriations bill for fiscal
year 2012 – are deadlocked in Congress.

Aug 19: This edition of Catholic Perspective features the comments from Bishop Joseph P. McFadden on the dedication of the cornerstone and blessing of the 35-foot-tall cross for the top of the
new Bishop McDevitt High School. Bishop McFadden commented, “Let us remember that the cornerstone is a reminder that we must build all things on Christ.” The school is set to open for students
in January of 2013. Representatives of the Sandherr family that underwrote the cost of the new cross
were on hand for the ceremony. Listeners will be able to hear much more of the remarks made by
Bishop McFadden on that special day.
In our Perspective on the Faith, Father William Weary offers some words of wisdom regarding the
leader of the Catholic Church, the Pope.
The story of how Msgr. William King, Pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg,
became a priest is our Vocation Perspective for this week. Listeners will hear how an early prayer
life with Mom and Grandma praying the rosary as well as going to Mass and Confession regularly
led to a choosing of the Priesthood over strong leanings toward a promising medical career. Listeners
will be treated to insights of how events and career experiences led him to choose to the Priesthood.
A mission trip to Jamaica being organized by Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown
is featured in the Local Happenings segment of the program. The trip to Kingston will take place in
October and is open to all who are interested. Additional details are available in the program or from
the parish. Send information about local happenings in your parish to: contact@yourholyfamilyradio.com.
Catholic Perspective is produced in cooperation with the Office of Communications of the Diocese and WHFY AM 720. The program is heard Mondays at noon and Sundays at 3 p.m. on WHYF
AM 720 and on Sunday mornings on WLAN-AM 1390, Lancaster at 7:30 a.m.; WHYL-AM 960,
Carlisle, at 8 a.m.; WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, at 8 a.m.; WKOK-AM 1070, Sunbury, at 6:30 a.m.;
WIEZ-AM 670, Lewistown, at 8 a.m.; WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, at 7 a.m.; and WWEC-FM 88.3,
Elizabethtown, at 9:30 a.m. It is also available on line at www.OldiesRadio1620.com at 6:30 a.m. or
for download at www.hbgdiocese.org.
Our local Catholic Radio Station, WHYF AM 720, has had some changes to their program schedule. You can check them out by visiting their website at www.YourHolyFamilyRadio.com and clicking on the Schedule link.
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Faith and Life

Lift High
the Cross
Right: Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden blesses the
memorial cross at the new Bishop
McDevitt High School before it is
raised by crane and placed high
atop the school, which will open in
January.
Below: Chloe Hayter and Jack
Sandherr, grandchildren of
Novene Schupp Sandherr, look on
as the cross in their grandmother’s
memory is raised.
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he exterior centerpiece of the
new Bishop McDevitt High
School was placed in memorable
fashion July 25, as members of
the school community gathered for the blessing of the
cornerstone and memorial
cross by Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden
The ceremony included

prayer, song, Scripture readings and a homily from the bishop, who sprinkled
the cornerstone and the cross with holy water. Gleaming in the bright sunshine,
the cross was raised by a crane to its place high above the 86-acre campus on
Spring Creek Road in Lower Paxton Township. The state-of-the-art school is
scheduled to welcome students in January 2013.
The memorial cross is in loving memory of Novene Schupp Sandherr by her
husband, children and grandchildren. She and Jack met while attending Catholic High and both graduated in 1953. Their five children also graduated from
Bishop McDevitt. Novene worked in the attendance office at Bishop McDevitt
for several years and was adored by all. Her family chose the Cross
to symbolize her unwavering faith in the inherent goodness of
all God’s children.
“We raise this cross to remind us of the fulfillment that comes
from doing all things in Christ’s example,” the bishop said.
(For information on Bishop McDevitt High School, or its
Capital Campaign, contact the school at 717-236-7973 or visit
www.bishopmcdevitt.org.)

Bishop William J. Waltersheid, Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh, celebrates Mass in
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
the “Glass Chapel” at the Grotto Aug. 2. Concelebrants, from left, Father Walter Our Lady appeared to Vietnamese Catholics as they took refuge from persecution
Sempko, Capuchin Franciscan Father John Bednarik, Father Michael Reid, Father in the forest of Lavang in 1798. The Shrine of Our Lady of Lavang was dedicated
John Hoke, and Father Peter Hahn.
at the Grotto in 2009.

Pilgrimage
Continued from 1

At every turn throughout the day,
Bishop Waltersheid, who formerly
served as a priest in the diocese, was
greeted by friends and former parishioners and co-workers.
“How wonderful it is to look out here
and see so many faces, which brings

back so many wonderful memories. It
reminds us of the reality that once you
have a relationship with someone, and
it is a holy relationship, that relationship
never stops growing,” he said.
The Marian conference he offered in
the afternoon focused on Mary as Mediatrix of Grace, and again the bishop focused on the importance of relationship.
“If you want to have a relationship
with someone, you have to know that

person’s name, and you have to call on
that person by name. That’s why it’s so
important for us to have a reverence and
devotion to the Holy Name of Mary,” he
said.
Bishop Waltersheid spoke of the
three moments in Mary’s life in which
the faithful think of her as Mediatrix of
Grace, meaning her role as the blessed
and chosen vessel through whom grace
comes into the world. These moments

are the Annunciation, Mary’s presence
at the foot of the Cross, and the Assumption.
“To say that Our Lady is Mediatrix of
Grace is not just a theological argument,
it is a real relationship,” he said. “It tells
us that she wants God’s love, mercy and
salvation for every one of us. She is real.
She is alive. She is in Heaven. And at
the same time, she is with us, guiding us
every step of the way in our lives.”
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Campers await August K
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Kirchenwald Experience

EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

T

Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness

wo Camp Kirchenwald participants recently gave The Catholic Witness a peek into
their everyday routine. For these two campers, the year is full of anticipation for the
one week in August when they get to stretch, sit back and relax and socialize with friends.
Kirchenwald means “church forest,” and campers with special needs come from all
over the diocese to be together there. They participate in such activities as arts and crafts,
canoeing, fishing, swimming, field games, camp fires and anything campy you can think
of.
Jason Bilger has been attending camp for just about seven or more years. During the
year, he works hard at the S. Wilson Pollock Center for Industrial Training. CPARC is
a vocational training, community-based program whose primary mission is to serve the
needs of individuals with vocational challenges. There, Jason fills orders, tapes up boxes
and gets items ready for shipment.
“Every year I look forward to camp,” Jason shared. While preparing for camp this year,
he took some time to share his favorite interest, NASCAR and the Washington Redskins.
His bedroom is pasted with images of his favorite driver, Jeff Gordon, and Redskins jerseys. He loves music and plans on taking all of his CDs to share at camp.
He most looks forward to arts and crafts at camp, where he makes many things to share
with other campers and counselors. “That’s the kind of person he is,” his mom said. “He
is very generous.”
Becky Maurer has been attending camp since the first year it began, when she was only
9 years old. Now as a young adult, she still attends and hasn’t missed a year yet. Her sister
Jessi has been a volunteer there since she was 12; she is now 25.
Becky loves animals, and is a Parrot Head in Amish Paradise member, a Jimmy Buffet fan group, loves to swim and counts down to the next camp as soon as she gets home
from the previous one. The one thing even before her sleeping bag that she will not leave
without is her flashlight. She also prepares for camp by getting her nails done; this year
she chose an array of vibrant colors to cover her fingertips and toes.
She stays busy during the year volunteering at the Hellen O. Krause Animal Foundation, where she brings treats for the kittens and cats, brushes their manes and gives them
love and attention. When she was first brought there to volunteer, she was uncertain of the
felines and it took her some time to warm up to them. Once familiar with them, she now
takes on the once-a-week responsibility with great pride.
Please look for Jason and Becky in the next issue of The Catholic Witness as they share
a few days of their Camp Kirchenwald experience with us.
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Catholic Sports Report

The Old State Beaver
Sports Commentary

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
All Pennsylvanians have some bond to
Penn State University. There is not a day
that goes by that you do not see a paw
print magnet on a car or somebody wearing something that shows affectionate affiliation with the great school. Growing up,
the motto was “Penn State Proud,” and that
memory is seemingly long gone given the
horrid events that have come to light in the
last months.
Truth is, the affection so many Pennsylvanians feel for the school is true in large part
to one man – Joe Paterno. A man so revered
for his 60 year tenure as a football coach
that even if you were not a big fan of Penn
State football, there was a part of you that
just respected the old coach for his ability to
impact young people’s lives with the game
of football. It’s understandable that the older
generations have passed down their love of
the man, so much so that in recent years
students at PSU were so adoring of the man
that it made you wonder why.
Joe Paterno was almost family. He has
cast a hypnotic spell on every generation
since WWII. Paterno was old school, just do
it, no nonsense, no excuses. He was part of
the greatest generation that helped save the
world from evil despots. So it was always
fitting to rid college football of the evil ones
that won by cheating and not graduating
their kids. Italian Catholic from Brooklyn
gave him that gritty disposition that made
you think he was the one you wanted on
your side in a fight. Paterno’s way was the
right way, so everybody thought.
It was my generation, post boomers,
who arguably continued the hagiography.
Two national championships made us drink
the Kool-Aid and love the winner that
much more. We helped cement the phrase
JoePa because he was father and grandpa
all wrapped into one to us. The two recent
generations have loved the man even more
than the rest because they grew up hearing
great stories of the past and cherished the
opportunity to wear white and act out crazy
in front of their great grandpa at Beaver Stadium.
The last fifteen years have had numerous white-out busts when the Nittanys got
crushed by a better opponent, but all would
quickly rebound for the next defeat even
more. Instead of believing the truth – that
the program was a mediocre football product that beat nobody far more often than
somebody – we still loved the whole thing.
Happy Valley was the place you beat Temple bad, got smoked by Alabama, and got
crushed by Ohio State. But as long as you
could go off to the creamery for yummy ice
cream and onward downhill to downtown
for fatty food and spirits, the defeat was
okay and a meaningless bowl game over
the holidays made it all seem worthwhile
and tolerable. “We’re close, a play here or
there,” was the dogma shoved at us weekly
as the weather grew colder.
Never did we stop to ask why we make
such heroes out of living people. Without
any hint of miracle, we make icons out of
powerful people, saints out of people on TV
who win a measly football game. We party
and feel good and speak of how great it is
to revere a man who allows the library to
be named after himself, allows a 900-pound
statue of his likeness to grace the north side
of Beaver Stadium, and then get mad as hell
when it all comes crashing down. Might we
blame ourselves?
I spent a few days in State College for
the Keystone games the week the statue
came down in July. Within days, the area
was transformed into a grassy knoll. Erased
and gone, like it never happened. I stared

at Beaver Stadium a
ous rank to hold in
quarter mile away as
the Civil War because
I watched young men
it meant you led your
play lacrosse games in
troops from the front. It
front of a few hundred
meant great danger. He
people at most. These
fought at Frederickswere the best players in
burg and then ChanPennsylvania playing a
cellorsville in Virginia
great sport in the shadand was wounded at
ow of Beaver Stadium.
the latter, causing him
Makes you really think
to miss the Battle of
as a torrential thunderGettysburg.
storm rakes the fields
He
returned
to
and obscures the erecbloody action at Spottor-set like stadium.
sylvania, where he
Black clouds engulfed
again was wounded
over Beaver Stadium
though saved when
and Mount Nittany and
the bullet struck his
it makes you believe in
pocket notebook. He
divine metaphors all
was known as a strict
the more.
disciplinarian, yet his
Makes you explore
Governor James Beaver
troops loved him for
and think, even though
after the Civil War.
his bravery and selfless
the whole place is one
big sad. As you walk
action. He never took
around Beaver Stadium, you see this little credit for anything and gave the glory and
monument that pays tribute to James Ad- honor to his men.
dams Beaver. How many Pennsylvanians
At Petersburg, he was terribly wounded
know who James Beaver really is? I knew when a shell fragment tore away his fleshy
he was a governor of this great state, but side as he led a charge upon earthworks. He
beyond that I could not tell you much, and
that’s a pathetic thing given that I am a lay prone on the field wounded in the hot
sun; the same field that famed Union Coloproud history buff.
One-hundred-and-eight-thousand rabid nel Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain (hero of
fans enter Beaver Stadium a half dozen or so Gettysburg’s Little Round Top and future
Saturdays every fall, and I would venture an Maine governor) lay horribly wounded as
educated guess than no more than a couple well.
of hundred could tell you who James Beaver
But two months later, Colonel Beaver was
was. He did not live in an era of TV, big- again on the field at Reams Station leading
time college sports and artful fame seeking. his beloved 148th PA Volunteers. Not fully
Born in the absolute humble town of Mill- recovered from his previous wound, he was
erstown in central Perry County in 1837, soon hit by a Rebel musket ball that snapped
James Beaver was educated by his mother his femur near the hip.
after his father passed away when he was
He was taken to a dirty, dungy field hosthree years old. When he was eleven, he pital on a sloping hillside in the heat of Aumoved to Centre County and attended a gust. James Beaver had his entire leg amprivate academy south of present-day State putated, leaving only his pelvis bone, with
College. He went off to Washington and Jef- little anesthesia to kill the pain. It was a
ferson College and graduated in 1856 with surgery that less than 10 percent of soldiers
a law degree. He read law in Bellefonte – a survived in the war as infection usually foltown that today is the county seat of Cen- lowed so great a traumatic loss. The pain
tre County and has been the home of seven was a daily reminder of his sacrifice for 50
Pennsylvania governors. And yes, it was more years of life.
home to the awful trial a few weeks ago.
James Beaver was a hero and his men
In 1861, Beaver volunteered to fight in revered him. He was honest and though
the Civil War when President Lincoln called maimed and truly crippled, he married and
for 300,000 volunteers to quell the treason had three children, raising them in Belleerupting in the South. He saw duty in South fonte. A staunch Republican, which was the
Carolina, where he witnessed firsthand the liberal party of the time, he became heavily
horrors of slavery around Charleston. His involved in politics. But his love was Penn
rank rose to Colonel, which was a precari- State College, which was in its infancy after
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The statue of Joe Paterno outside Beaver Stadium after his death in January of
this year.

the war. The first graduating classes of the
college boasted less than many area high
schools, and James Beaver served as one
of its first trustees on the board. He served
nearly three decades as a trustee – he loved
the school, and he thought it important that
students participated in athletic pursuits.
After he served one term as PA’s 20th governor from 1887-1891, he went on to serve
on the Superior Court for more than a decade. Beaver was an old school traditionalist – loved education, his Christian faith and
his family. He died in 1914, and soon after
the football field was named Beaver Field.
The students at PSU loved him, honored
him for his integrity, and it was they who
wanted the field named after him. Old State
got that one right.
That’s less than a century ago, when a war
hero helped forge what today is Penn State
University. Beaver Stadium is an American
icon, rightly so in large part due to Joe Paterno. He grew the place for sure. But the
reason we learn so little is because we remember so little of our history. Penn State’s
penalty today, perhaps, may be because it
did not stay in touch with its wonderful past.
Did not know of James Beaver until I
dug in, and opened my mind to seeking all
the information possible. Governor Beaver
teaches us to question. I have read some
300 pieces that have been written about the
scandal and have had even more conversations about the awful events of serial rape
and abuse. I still have many questions that
deserve better answers. And I am going to
keep asking and probing. There is much
more to know and more crimes to address.
Still think Governor Corbett has much
more to answer for in the entire investigation. Still smells bad. Not so sure he would
lay his life or career on the line like Governor Beaver did for his men. Sanctimonious, standoffishness and self-promoting
press events were not Governor Beaver’s
way. Why there was only one investigator
in recent years on the Sandusky case and no
apparent urgency in the case continues to
baffle. Fourteen years to bring justice to the
center seems more than regrettable.
We should not fully vilify Joe Paterno
just yet. He was only asked six questions in
seven minutes in front of the Grand Jury in
January 2011, and he declined legal counsel
in preparing to testify. Not behavior usually
associated with hiding dirt. He clearly did
not do enough, yet not sold on his role in
conspiring to keep it hush for fear of blowing his legacy.
Think Governor Beaver, the judge and
lawyer that he was, would like a little more
than a 267-page Freeh Report, paid for by a
board that’s looking to vindicate themselves
even though they too allowed a pedophile to
roam freely on a public university. The report
assumes more than it proves, and I for one
would like more investigation, thank you.
Joe Paterno is no saint or hero. It is he who
said that he did not do enough, and I believe
him when he expressed regret. But I am not
ready to crucify a man who was a tremendous help to many young people. Victims
matter most, but we should not forget those
young people he helped for so long.
The stadium he coached in for 60 years is
aptly named after a true hero. In the spirit of
Governor James Beaver, all Pennsylvanians
should continue to question, continue to
challenge and continue to seek answers. We
don’t have near enough, and it seems to me
that is what a great university is all about:
finding answers in a fallen world where evil
lives and sin endures.
Beaver Stadium is aptly named to make all
Pennsylvanians Penn State Proud again. We
just have to learn to remember who it was
named after.
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Local Church News

The names of the following
deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes:

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the
Apostle: Vermelle R. DeFranco, Mary
L. Spidle, Ruth I. Steinbeacher.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle:
Mary Alice Bonina.

MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Sophie M. Mrozowski,
Helen R. Rogutski, Joseph J. Roney,
Jr.

BERWICK – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Warren Maher.
BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba:
James J. Ciampi, Edward T.
Jankowski, Jane T. Tobin.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: John Busbey.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Nick Brussese, Jr., Catherine Giorgini,
Mildred Harkin, Elaine Mariano,
Eleanor Weitzel.
CARLISLE – St. Patrick: Emmett
Clancy, Lieselotte Rosie.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Carol Portmann, Charles
Skladanek.
COAL TOWNSHIP – Our Lady
of Hope: Helen Biednzycki, Nancy J.
McElwee.
COLUMBIA – St. Peter: Leah
“Pat” Sheetz.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart: Rita
Jane Hockensmith, Anna May Miller.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Robert
Bookmiller.
DUNCANNON – St. Bernadette:
Pearl McGuire.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Rose Marie Hudzick.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Joseph Krawczyk, Vincent
Santucci, Jr.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: Evelyn
Kellenberger, Bernadene Kotulak,
Joseph Sipling; St. Vincent de Paul:
Frederick E. Wolf.
HARRISBURG – Holy Family:
Margaret Myers; St. Catherine
Labouré: Loretta Dolinger, Rose
Zuvich; St. Francis of Assisi:; St.
Margaret Mary: Joyce Burger, Lillian
Carey, Mary D’Amico, Agnes
Endsley, Nancy Favasuli, Ronald
Goyette, Helen Hand, Robert
Johnston, John Kurnas, Stephen
Lehmier, William Novak, Lori Warner,
Edward Whiteman.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: John
Durkin, Bert Miuccio, Joel Stein,
Ruby Symonds.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Grace
Persin, Ginger Smolke.
ROARING CREEK – Our Lady of
Mercy: Irene Nazarchyk.
ROHRERSTOWN – St. Leo the
Great: Dorothy Bleistein, Paul Geiger.
SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini:
Anna Bincoski, John Hoffman, Teresa
Hoffman, John Hojnacki, Patrick
Komara, Thomas Lisinski, Joseph
Mikulanis, Paul Readly, Edward
Suszko, Gregory Wysock,
Jack Zelinskie.
STEELTON – Prince of Peace:
Louise Gluntz, Harry Roller, Anna
Stanisic.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: Fernandina Atehortua, Ana
Knaub, Margaret Weaver; St. Joseph:
David W. Rosewicz, Maria Sabat; St.
Patrick: Francis Buehn.

Sister Anna
Marie Flesher
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Sister Anna
Marie Flesher died July 23 at the age
of 101.
Born in Houtzdale, Pa., she graduated from St. Cyril Academy in Danville, received a bachelor’s degree in
education from Marywood University
in Scranton, Pa., and a master’s degree
in education from DePaul in Chicago.
She entered the Congregation of the
Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in
1935. Sister Anna Marie celebrated her
75th anniversary in the congregation
this past June.
During 40 years in education ministry, Sister Anna Marie taught grades
K-4 at schools in Connecticut, Illinois,
Indiana, New York and Pennsylvania.
In her later years, she dedicated herself
to creating and producing handcrafted
items.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
July 27 at Maria Hall in Danville. Burial was in the Sisters’ cemetery there.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Sylvia Daya.
LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Carol Cyms, Donald W. Fisher, Joseph
Galvez, Bernadine G. Huber, John
McCauley.
LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius:
Joseph McMaster, Julia Miller.
MCSHERRYSTOWN –
Annunciation BVM: Gene G. Sanders.
MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Edna Pochatko;
St. Joseph: James McHale, Vincent
O’Reilly; St. Katharine Drexel: Maria
Luisi.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Lynn Haas, John Ryan.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in August
during the past 25 years:
Father Thomas Simpson, 1990
Deacon Morris MacAdam, 1996
Msgr. Thomas McGough, 1997
Msgr. Leo A. Beierschmitt, 2002
Deacon John Rocco, 2002
Father Francis Lahout, 2003
Father Hugh J. McLaughlin, 2005
Msgr. Francis Hudak, 2005
Father Charles Slough, 2009
Father Joseph Kofchock, 2010
Msgr. Thomas R. Brenner, 2011

Abbottstown Parish Hosts Program for
Catholics Seeking to Return to the Church
Born Catholic, but drifted away for a while? Many Catholics have been welcomed home
through the “Landings” process!
According to Paulist Father Jac Campbell, founder of “Landings,” British pilots returning
from combat missions during WWII, sought a secure place to land. If they were shot at, they
left and looked for a safer landing strip.
If you’re considering a return to the faith, but are looking for your safe landing strip, this
process could be just what you need. With the help of active Catholics who are willing to
listen, many non-practicing Catholics have found a non-threatening way to return to the
Church of their birth.
The “Landings” process will begin at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Abbottstown
in just a few weeks, and a team of kind-hearted volunteers are eager to listen to your story
and answer your questions.
Two sessions will be offered, a morning session that begins Monday, Sept. 10 at 10 a.m.
and an evening session that begins Thursday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m.
For more information about “Landings,” or to register, contact Bernadine at 717-2599006.

34th Annual Boy Scout Retreat: Navigating the Waters
Join us at Camp Bashore in Lebanon County Sept. 14-16 for our annual diocesan Scout
retreat. This year we’ll be exploring navigation through the Word of God. Scouts under
the age of 14 will have games, activities, challenges and presentations during the day on
Saturday. Scouts 14 and older may sign up for the C.O.P.E. (Challenging Outdoor Personal
Experience) Course and spend Saturday with trained guides who will teach them to navigate
high ropes, rappelling, and more.
Saturday evening, family and friends are invited to join the campers for dinner at 4:30
p.m. and Mass at 6 p.m. in Camp Bashore’s beautiful outdoor chapel. There will be a Sunday 9 a.m. Ecumenical Service for Scouts of other denominations who attend the retreat.
Additional information may be found on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Web site (search
Camp Bashore) or contact the Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry at oyyam@hbgdiocese.org.

Holy Spirit Hospital Offers Support
Groups for Moms, Cardiac Patients
Holy Spirit Hospital has teamed up with cardiologists, cardiac surgeons and behavioral
health staff to provide cardiac health education, as well as group support to patients, their
families, and caregivers to promote lifelong heart healthy living.
Holy Spirit’s Spirited Hearts, a cardiac patient support group, will be held Aug. 29 from
6-8 p.m. in the Holy Spirit Hospital Auditorium A&B. The topic of the support group meeting is “The Key to Keeping the Spark Alive.” A video from the Laugh Your Way to a Better
Marriage series by Mark Gungor will be shown. A question and answer session will follow.
Seating is limited. Call 717-972-4486 by Aug. 24 to reserve your seat.
Holy Spirit Health System also offers a free support group for pregnant women and new
mothers with babies less than 15 months old. “Mom’s Place” is for women who feel alone,
afraid, overwhelmed, sad or worried. “Mom’s Place” meets every Tuesday from 6-7:30 p.m.
at 20 Erford Road, Suite 11, Lemoyne.
“Mom’s Place” is led by social workers and therapists from Holy Spirit Hospital’s Behavioral Health department. The group is educational, supportive, and fun. Light refreshments
are provided. “Mom’s Place” also hosts family night where women can bring partners or
spouses and family. For more information, call 717-763-2200.

‘Pray ‘n’ Play 4 Life’ Will Support Pro-Life Services
Looking for a way to incorporate faith and fun? Join us at “Pray ‘n’ Play 4 Life” Sept. 16
at St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom. Starting at noon, this free family event will
include a Fun Walk, games, crafts, food, music, and spiritual opportunities such as Mass,
Reconciliation, and a Rosary for Life. Food will be offered by the Knights of Columbus
throughout the day. The Fun Walk will raise funds for the Heart of Mary Pregnancy Support
Services and Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats.
Heart of Mary Pregnancy Support Services is a non-profit pregnancy support program
run through Catholic Charities and funded through Pennsylvania’s Real Alternatives program. Located in York, Heart of Mary’s goal is to provide free, compassionate services to
any woman or man facing an unexpected or unplanned pregnancy. Counseling, maternity
and baby item assistance, pregnancy testing, and on-going support are provided by specially
trained pregnancy counselors throughout the pregnancy until the child reaches age 1.
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats provides weekend retreats to women, men, family members,
healthcare professionals, and anyone who is affected by an abortion experience. These confidential retreats allow participants to process their abortion experience and to find forgiveness, healing and peace in a confidential retreat setting.
Sponsorship opportunities are still available for the event. To learn more about “Pray
‘n’ Play 4 Life,” visit www.praynplay4life.com or contact Joy at 717-788-4959 or Erin at
717-843-7986 x 229.

National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
to Celebrate Mother Seton’s
Birthday with Special Mass, Family Event
On Aug. 26 at 1:30 p.m., The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., will celebrate the life of a saint – the 238th Birthday of Mother Seton will be
honored with a special Mass and Family Fun Day Birthday Celebration.
“This annual event honors our Patroness,” said Rob Judge, executive director at The
Shrine. “We invite children and women with the name Elizabeth Ann to participate in a special legacy name ceremony where they are recognized during the Mass and given a ribbon.”
“We also begin our annual Birthday Novena at the Mass. The Novena will honor people’s
prayer intentions to Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton for nine days of Mass,” said Mr. Judge.
Following the Mass, children and adults alike are invited to our Family Fun Day – a
birthday party in honor of Mother Seton. Children’s activities will include a moon bounce,
face painting, carnival games, a children’s entertainer, and more.
Contact 301-447-6606, or visit www.setonheritage.org for more information.
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Catholic Culture

Native Americans Say Blessed Kateri’s
Canonization Brings Them
Full Circle as Catholics
By Angela Cave
Catholic News Service
As the sun set on the 73rd annual
Tekakwitha Conference at its namesake’s birthplace, dozens of pilgrims
joined hands and formed a circle,
launching a traditional dance symbolic of friendship.
It also seemed to represent what
many attendees described as a feeling of coming full circle as members
of the Catholic family.
More than 800 Native American Catholics converged in Albany,
N.Y., this summer for four days of
workshops, liturgies and pilgrimages to two shrines in other locations
in the Albany Diocese – the birth
and baptismal places of Blessed
Kateri Tekakwitha, the conference’s
patroness.
She was born and baptized in what
is today Auriesville and Fonda, respectively.
This year’s gathering was scheduled to take place in “Kateri country,” as many natives call upstate
New York, years before the Vatican
approved the final miracle needed to
make Blessed Kateri the first member of a North American tribe to become a saint.
With the long-anticipated canonization set for October in Rome,
conference participants shared their
joy over the news, their tales of
Blessed Kateri’s influence on their
lives and their hopes for the future
of their people – a tiny portion of
the American population that faces
problems with poverty, addiction
and depression. They say Blessed
Kateri’s sainthood is an answer to
generations-long prayers and an affirmation of their place in the Church
and in the country.
“It’s going to do a lot to lift up
our people, to lift up our spirits,”
said Sister Kateri Mitchell, a Sister
of St. Ann, who is executive director of the Tekakwitha Conference’s
national office in Great Falls, Mont.
“People are just so energized and

high-spirited. We feel we belong now,
definitely to a stronger degree, to that
sacred circle.”
The nation’s more than 600,000 Native American Catholics – many of
whom participate in about 130 Kateri
Circles sponsored by the conference –
will grow even stronger in their faith,
Sister Kateri said. And those who have
fallen away from the Church – an issue
that doesn’t discriminate – will seek
to return, Sister Kateri said. This may
even happen with non-native Catholics.
“More and more people want to know
her story and will be able to embody
that story,” Sister Kateri said.
In a homily on the last day of the conference, Bishop Robert J. Cunningham
of Syracuse, seconded the idea that
Blessed Kateri is an example for all
Catholics. He called to mind the meaning of the soon-to-be-saint’s last name –
“who walks groping for her way” – and
said it transcends her impaired vision.
“In some sense, it can apply to us,”
he said. “At times, the Gospel meets
with indifference, misunderstanding or
even hostility. We may fumble about us
as we try to choose the right place and
the right time to live our faith publicly.”
Blessed Kateri modeled living out
the Catholic faith despite resistance.
She was born to a Christian Algonquin
mother and a Mohawk Turtle Clan war
chief father in 1656. When she was 4,
her parents died from a smallpox epidemic, which left her with vision loss
and pockmarks.
She was raised by her anti-Christian
uncle and began studying Catholicism
in private at the age of 18. After she
was baptized at the age of 20 in Fonda,
her family and village ostracized and
ridiculed her – she even received death
threats.
She fled to a Christian village in Canada in 1677 to lead a life of prayer, intense penitential practices, love for the
Eucharist and devotion to chastity. She
taught prayers to children, worked with
the sick and elderly and attended Mass
several times a day.
“She has, as much as any human being can, embraced the Gospel,” said
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A statue of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha stands amid trees on the grounds of the
shrine dedicated to her in Fonda, N.Y. The 17th-century Mohawk-Algonquin
woman will become the first member of a North American tribe to be declared
a saint when she is canonized Oct. 21.

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, who is a member of the Prairie
Band of the Potawatomi Nation, in his
homily during a July 20 Mass. “That
means giving up things.”
“It’s not enough to receive the gift,”
he continued. “We have to give it away.
We’re cowards: We’re afraid to preach
the Gospel to the Indians among us,
aren’t we? I think it’s hard to imagine
that Kateri would keep quiet.”
Archbishop Chaput encouraged
Catholics to adopt virtues embodied by
Blessed Kateri, starting with abstinence
from vices such as addiction. Next up
is the need to find time for prayer and
listening to God, he said.
“Just show up,” he advised. “Because
most of us don’t even do that.”
Archbishop Chaput also advised par-

ticipants to surround themselves with
Catholic friends, like Blessed Kateri
did with her mother’s old friend, Anastasia, whom she met in Canada.
“She knew she couldn’t do well
without support,” he said.
To many, the Tekakwitha Conference provides such fellowship.
“Sometimes in your life, you don’t
have that connection with native people,” said Sylvia A. Spence, a member of an Ojibwe tribe in Minnesota.
“I think it’s a real blessing.”
This was Spence’s 12th time attending the conference. “Every year,
there’s something miraculous that
gets me here.”
“I’m so excited” about Blessed
Kateri’s canonization, she said. “I
think it’s amazing.”

The Meaning of Her Name
By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service
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Small offerings are tucked between the feet on a statue of Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha in the chapel of the shrine dedicated to her in Fonda, N.Y. Kateri
– Mohawk for Catherine – is her baptismal name. Tekakwitha, the name given
to her as a child, means “bumps into things.” Her eyesight was impaired due
to small pox.

When Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha is canonized Oct. 21, she will become the first
member of a North American tribe to become a saint in the Catholic Church.
She’ll join a host of saints with names
that are often difficult for some people to
pronounce.
The name Kateri Tekakwitha holds great
significance with regard to who she was as
a person, a Catholic and as a Native American. And there are a couple different legitimate ways of pronouncing it.
Most North Americans pronounce her
name “Kah-Terry,” while most Native
Americans pronounce it “Gah-Teh-Lee.”
“Tekakwitha” is often mangled by nonIndians, said Franciscan Father Mark
Steed, director of the National Shrine of
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha in Fonda. Native Americans pronounce it “Teh-Kwah-

Kwee-Ka.”
Kateri is the Mohawk translation of
Catherine, a name the Jesuits gave her at
the time of her baptism. Tekakwitha has
a more specific meaning to the Native
Americans who raised her.
Orphaned at age 4 during a smallpox
epidemic, Kateri was left pockmarked
and nearly blind by the disease.
“She was legally blind and in the
dark longhouse [where she was raised]
she was always reaching for things and
knocking things down, or bumping into
someone. So her uncle jokingly laughed,
‘Look at how she bumps into things,’”
said Theresa Steele, a Canadian-born
member of the Algonquin nation, who
sits on the board of directors at the National Shrine of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha in Fonda.
So, the Mohawks gave her the name
Tekakwitha. The English translation is
“bumps into things.”
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Spiritual Offerings

Children’s Adoration (an hour of Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament for children) takes place in the perpetual adoration
chapel at St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster Tuesdays from 4-5
p.m. and Thursdays from 1-2 p.m., through Aug. 23. All children are welcome to attend. For information, contact Patricia
Wang at 717-396-0635.
Caelorum, Eucharistic Adoration and song, will take place
at St. John the Baptist Historic Church in New Freedom Aug.
17 at 7:30 p.m. For information, call Glenn Czaplinski at 717993-6020.
Mass in the Polish language will be celebrated by Father
Walter Sempko Aug. 19 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine Labouré
Church in Harrisburg. Confessions will be heard after Mass.
Father John A. Szada, Jr., Pastor of Divine Redeemer
Parish in Mount Carmel, will celebrate a Mass of Healing with
Anointing of the Sick and Exposition and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament on Aug. 22 at 6 p.m. at Divine Redeemer
Church. All sick of the area, those who serve as caregivers,
and all who work in the health care service are invited to
attend this Mass. For more information, please contact the
parish office at 570-339-3450.
A healing Mass will be celebrated Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Center, Cornwall. Please join
us in praying to Our Blessed Mother Mary to intercede for us
in our sickness and wounds so that we can obtain, through
her prayers, the healing of our souls, bodies, emotions and
afflictions. For more information, contact the parish office at
717-273-1574.
The next monthly pro-life Mass will be celebrated Sept.
1 at 8 a.m. at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church
in Harrisburg. The celebrant will be Father Frank Parrinello,
FSSP, chaplain of the Mater Dei Latin Mass Community.
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Sept.
4 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by
Father Francis Karwacki. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and Life in the Spirit prayer groups. For more
information, call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709.
St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster will hold a parish mission
Sept. 9-12 at 7 p.m. Father Michael Sullivan, OSA, a nationally known speaker, will direct the mission. His presentations
are fun and filled with humor. He will speak at the 5 p.m. Mass
on Sept.8 and at the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses on Sept.
9. The mission will begin Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. and will be offered
the next three evenings. Father Sullivan will celebrate the
8:15 a.m. daily Mass each morning of the mission. He will join
us after the morning Mass for further discussion and coffee.
After the closing service on Sept. 12, all are invited to the St.
Francis room for refreshments.
The McSherrystown Knights of Columbus, Council #
2551 is honored to again host the Annual Blue Mass Celebration on Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. Father Lawrence Sherdel will be the
main celebrant. The Mass will be held at Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in McSherrystown. All members
of the Hanover and Adams County community are encouraged to attend to show their support and appreciation for the
outstanding efforts of our area’s first responders. For more
information, call Mark Bruder at 717-451-4284.

Retreats & Pilgrimages

The Harrisburg Area Women’s Retreat Club will hold
its annual retreat weekend Sept. 7-9 at Villa of Our Lady in
Mount Pocono, Pa. Depart Holy Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg Sept. 7 at 1:15 p.m., return to Harrisburg Sept. 9
at approximately 5:30 p.m. Cost is $115-$140, and includes
six meals. Round-trip bus transportation is an additional $65.
Contact Jo Barnes at 717-652-2868 or Mary Brown at 717545-7312 for information and registration.
A women’s retreat, sponsored by St. Theresa Parish in
New Cumberland, will be held Sept. 14-16 at Sts. Cyril and
Methodius Retreat Center in Danville. Spend a weekend
renewing your spirit. There are talks planned for the weekend,
as well as abundant time for personal reflection, spiritual
direction and Mass. The theme for the weekend is, “You are
the salt of the earth,” and will be led by Sister Pat Moran. For
information, or to register, contact Gina McNally at 717-6452508 or mcboysmom4@comcast.net, or call the St. Theresa
Parish office at 717-774-5918.
Attention All Women! A very special morning mini-retreat
has been planned for you on Sept. 15 at Holy Name of Jesus
Parish in Harrisburg. Program includes Mass, light breakfast, Women of Grace DVD featuring Johnette Benkovic,
guest speaker Susan Brinkmann (author and award winning
journalist), concluding with Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction. Register by Sept. 8 by contacting Ann Marie Segilia at
amsegilia@comcast.net or 717-982-6475, Vicki Crispo at
WOG325@gmail.com, or Peggy Pritchard at pegpritch@aol.
com.
The Dauphin District Council of Catholic Women will be
sponsoring a bus for the diocesan pilgrimage to the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in Washington D.C.,
Sept. 29. The bus will leave from the Diocesan Center at
7a.m., and leave the Shrine after the closing prayers around
4-4:30 p.m. The cost is $35, and we are currently accepting
checks made to the Dauphin District CCW to Linda Me-

lenchek, 803 Cardigan Court, Harrisburg, PA 17112. The
deadline for reservations is Aug. 25. We are providing an
optional $7 boxed lunch so please indicate whether you
would be interested. If you choose the lunch, please add
the $7 to your check. For more information, call Roz Greco,
717-939-2191; Anne Shepos, 717-545-3202; or Gigi Luto,
717-564-1668.
Mary Mother of the Church Pilgrimage to Our Lady of
the Snows, Belleville, Illinois. A Year of Faith pilgrimage to
the largest National Shrine in North America (200 acres), Our
Lady of the Snows, Belleville Illinois, will be led by Father
Luis Rodriguez, pastor of Mary Mother of the Church Parish
in Mount Joy Oct. 8-12, 2012. Also visit the shrine of St.
Theodora Guerin, founder of the Sisters of Providence, St.
Mary of the Woods College; the stunning shrine of St. Joseph
in downtown St. Louis; Mass at the famous Basilica of St.
Louis; visit the majestic St. Louis Gateway Arch to the West;
have dinner on The Hill. Visit the Poor Clare Nuns Cloistered
Monastery. Visit the Cathedral of St. Joseph, WheelingCharleston, West Virginia, for Mass. The cost is $550 per
person, double occupancy, motor coach, hotels (2 nights at
the Shrine Hotel), overnight lodgings to and from our destination, continental breakfast, lunch and dinner daily, tips, driver
and tour guide. Daily Mass, Rosary and Chaplet of Mercy,
daily meditations will be offered. First come, first served
basis: $100 deposit required ASAP. Contact Dennis Emmons
at DEmmons56@aol.com or call 717-492-4377.

Education, Enrichment & Support

The Oblates of St. Benedict in Lancaster will have
a Day of Recollection Sept. 8. Father Joseph
Cox, OSB, of St. Meinrad Archabby in St. Meinrad, Ind.,
will present a Day of Recollection on Lectio Divina. All are
welcome. Our day will begin with Mass at 8:15 a.m. in the
Holy Family Chapel at St. Joseph Church, followed by coffee/
donuts. Our Day of Recollection will begin after that. There
will also be ample time for reflection and both Father Meinrad
and Father Joseph will be available for reconciliation. The
day will end by 3:15 p.m. Reservations are necessary. Please
sign up no later than Sept. 4. Cost: $15 per person (includes
morning coffee/donuts and a simple box lunch). For further
information, or to sign up, call Sharon and Oliver Ogden at
717 285-3127 or send e-mail seojogden2@aol.com.
The Harrisburg Cursillo Movement will sponsor a
“Post-Cursillo Workshop” Sept. 8 from 9 a.m.-noon at the
Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. Michael Ciccocioppo, Region
II Coordinator for the Cursillo Movement, will conduct the
workshop. All Cursillistas are encouraged to attend. Register
by contacting Betty Berry at 717-652-2728, or by emailing Registration@schoolofleadersharrisburg.org with your
contact information.
National Catholic Committee on Scouting Conference
for Region 3: NCCS Region 3 Pennsylvania and New Jersey
invites all Roman and Eastern Rite Catholic Boy Scouters, diocesan scouting committee members, all persons
involved in Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Catholic youth ministry
and Religious Emblems to the annual Region 3 conference.
The conference will be held Sept. 9 and 10 at the Park
Inn Harrisburg West in Mechanicsburg. Information will be
available and discussions will be held on religious emblems,
membership, diocesan committee training and other scouting
subjects. For more information, conference schedule, and
hotel information, contact August Pfeifer at 717-737-8713 or
ajpfeifer47@verizon.net.
A bereavement support series will be offered at Holy
Spirit Hospital in Camp Hill on Wednesdays from Sept.
12-Oct. 17. Afternoon sessions are from 1-2:30 p.m., and
evening sessions are from 6:30-8 p.m. The program is
sponsored by the Pastoral Care Department for all persons
who are grieving the loss of a loved one. There is no cost to
participate.
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Diocese of
Harrisburg will hold a Day of Renewal Sept. 15 from 8 a.m.3:30 p.m. at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg. The
day’s presenter will be Father Peter Ryan, S.J. Registration
is $20 per person, with or without lunch. No outside food
will be allowed to be brought to the center. Ham and turkey
lunches may be pre-ordered with registration. Registration
fee accepted by cash or check at the door, or to Charismatic
Renewal, Attention Kate Neri, 4800 Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg PA 17111. Deadline to register is Sept. 1.
Diocesan Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and
Camp Fire (DCCGSCF): Adults interested in assisting Girl
Scouts to earn religious emblems are invited to a training
session Sept. 15 at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg
from 10 a.m.-noon. E-mail oyyam@hbgdiocese.org or call
717-657-4804 x327 the Office for Youth and Young Adult
Ministry with your reservation on or before Sept. 10.

Events & Fund-Raisers

St. Joseph Parish in Berwick is holding an Italian
Festival on the grounds of the Maria Assunta Society at 901
Monroe Street Aug. 17 from 4-9 p.m. and Aug. 18 from 4-9
p.m. Porkette, fireballs, meatballs, sausage, chicken fingers,
haluski, French fries, fried dough, hot dogs, potato pancakes,
Italian wedding soup, baked goods, ice cream, money raffle,
theme basket raffle, children’s games, games of chance, entertainment and crafts. Food stand open for lunch Saturday
from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Mass celebrated on Saturday at 9

a.m. followed by the Assumption Street Procession, a tradition since 1910.
The John Gastley Scholarship Foundation, which
awards scholarships to students at Delone Catholic High
School in McSherrsytown, will hold its Golf Outing Aug. 18
at The Bridges in Abbottstown. On Nov. 3, the foundation
will hold its Tailgate Party at The New Oxford Social Club
Pavilion. Additional information is available at www.gastleyfoundation.com.
RAIDERFEST! Come join us at our annual Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional School festival on the school grounds in
Coal Township Aug. 18 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sports scrimmages, delicious food, fun, face painting, games, pony rides,
petting zoo and more! Everyone invited. For information, call
570-644-0375.
Lebanon Catholic School’s Athletic Association will
hold its Golf Classic at Royal Oaks Golf Club Aug. 19.
Four-person scramble, shotgun start a 1p.m. Cost is $80 per
player. Price includes golf, cart, lunch voucher and a delicious
dinner. Contact Royal Oaks Golf Club at 717-274-2212 or
Patti Hower at 717-866-7257. For a printable registration
form, visit www.lebanoncatholicschool.org. Plus buy a $5
chance for the 2nd Annual Golf Ball Drop…someone could win
up to $2,500!
The 12th Annual Pig Roast sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 12532 is set for Aug. 19 from noon-3 p.m. at
the St. John Neumann Parish Picnic Grove, Lancaster. Pork
barbecue sandwich, roast corn, baked beans, apple sauce,
Turkey Hill ice cream and a beverage for $10 per person;
children 4 and younger are free; takeout available. Proceeds
benefit St. John Neumann Church, Boy Scout Troop 24, the
Blessed John XXIII Religious Education Center, A Woman’s
Concern and other council charities. For tickets, call Chuck
Mayo (717-569-2394), Dick Bernhardt (717-824-4886), Al
Gillis (717-293-1051), or Al Palmer (717-569-9524).
Mother Cabrini Youth Center’s eighth annual picnic will
be held Aug. 24 from 5-10 p.m., Aug. 25 from 3-10 p.m. and
Aug. 26 from 1-9 p.m. at the RCA Picnic Grounds in Ranshaw, rain or shine. Homemade foods, refreshments, games,
prizes, music and more.
The Diocesan Black Catholic Apostolate will hold its annual summer picnic Aug. 26 at noon at the Riverview Pavilion
on City Island in Harrisburg. Meat and drinks will be provided.
Those attending are asked to bring a favorite covered dish
or dessert to share, as well as games. For more information,
and to RSVP, call 717-232-6285. A prayer service will take
place at 3 p.m.
German “Volk” Fest 2012 -The Knights of Columbus
Council #8891 will be sponsoring this event Sept. 9 starting
at 12:30 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom.
Old style German food, German music, German beverages
and German fun. Music by the Immergreen Polka Band of
Lanacater & singing by the Lancaster Liederkranz Hobby
Chor. Kids balloons & entertainment also provided. Authentic
German food and beverages for sale. Admission is $5 for
adults, $3 for children 6-15. Tickets sold separately for food
& beverages. Contact Greg Gering for more info at 717-5528173 or kocgering@yahoo.com.
Catoctin Pregnancy Center’s Run for Life will be held
at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md., Sept. 15.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m., followed by a 1 mile fun run/
walk at 9 a.m., and the 5K run/walk at 9:30 a.m. Entry fees
are $25 (with shirt) or $15 (without shirt). Awards and refreshments. To volunteer, register, or for more information, contact
Jim Lowrie at 717-642-0196 or jimlow@embarqmail.com
The Sisters of Saint Joseph are sponsoring their Fifth
Annual Golf Tournament on Sept. 29 at Flatbush Golf Course
in Littlestown. Cost for the tournament is $75 per person and
includes lunch. If you prefer, cost for a foursome is $300. Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the nearly 600 retired
sisters of the order, including some who taught or served in
parish ministry in this area. The Sisters of St. Joseph have
been a part of the Adams-York area since 1854, and their first
novitiate was located in McSherrystown. At the present time,
there are 18 sisters ministering in the area. For additional information, or to reserve a place in the tournament, call 1-800482-6510 or e-mail www.ssjphila.org/mcsherrystown.html.
Holiday Express Arts and Crafts Fair sponsored by St.
Bernard Parish in New Bloomfield will be held Sept. 29 from
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Over 50 spaces of arts, handicrafts, delicious
baked goods, children’s activities and raffles. Enjoy breakfast,
lunch, and homemade soups. Contact Dave at 717-582-8214
or dsuydam57@hotmail.com for info and vendor registration.

Parish, School &
Organization News

Belle Voix Vocal Ensemble is holding auditions for all
voice parts (SATB) and membership in the ensemble. Belle
Voix is dedicated to the performance and promotion of choral
music, both accompanied and a cappella, in many styles and
from all periods of Classical Music. The ensemble rehearses
on Wednesday evenings at Grace United Church of Christ on
Fourth Street in Hanover. The Concert Series consists of 3
concerts in November and 3 concerts in the spring at various
churches in PA, MD and VA. The Fall 2012 concerts will be at
All Saints Episcopal Church in Hanover, Immaculate Heart of
Mary in Baynesville, MD and Trinity Lutheran Church in York.
The ensemble is part of the ecumenical outreach of Grace
UCC. To schedule an audition or obtain more information,
contact Beth Pugliese, Artistic Director, at 717-487-1207 or
belle_voix@comcast.net.
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Catholic Sports Report
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Jordyn Wieber of the U.S. performs her floor exercise during the women’s
gymnastics team final in the North Greenwich Arena.

Jordyn Wieber’s Family Gets
Support from Home Parish
By Daniel Linskey
Catholic News Service
After a sprint, a cartwheel and one, two, three twists in the air, Jordyn Wieber
landed precisely on the mat.
On July 31 Wieber, 17, earned a near flawless score on the vault – her score proved
to be a major contribution to USA’s women’s gymnastics team’s gold medal victory
over Russia.
In the stands were her parents, Rita and David, who made it to the 2012 Olympics
in London to watch their daughter in no small measure because of the help of their
home parish in Michigan, St. Jude Catholic Parish in DeWitt, in the Diocese of Lansing.
Tickets for the women’s gymnastics competition can cost thousands of dollars,
causing some Olympic families to watch from their living rooms as their daughters
perform.
But parish office manager Christina Simon told Catholic News Service that the St.
Jude community wasn’t going to let that happen and she organized a fundraiser to
help cover the estimated $40,000 cost of sending the Wieber family to London.
Wieber was baptized at St. Jude and has been at the parish her entire career as a
gymnast.
The teen told Faith magazine, Lansing’s diocesan publication, that there is more to
life than gymnastics.
“I like to look at my gymnastics ability as a great gift from God,” she said. “Without God in my life, I feel like there would be no meaning.”
In the magazine interview, she also credited her mother and father with giving her
strong faith.
“My parents have always made going to church as a family important,” Wieber said.
“Sometimes we have to split up due to our schedules, but most of the time we are able
to get to Mass together. It’s a very special family time and it means a lot to me.”

U.S. swimmer Katie Ledecky celebrates after winning the women’s 800 freestyle final.

Katie Ledecky Says
‘Hail Mary’ before Races
By Maureen Boyle
Catholic News Service
Katie Ledecky, a U.S. swimmer from Maryland who says she always prays the
Hail Mary before races, won the Olympic gold medal in women’s 800 freestyle at the
London Olympics.
Ledecky, 15, who will be a sophomore at Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart in
Bethesda, Md., this fall, said her strong Catholic faith keeps her focused on God and
what matters most in life. She and her family are longtime parishioners of the Church
of the Little Flower in Bethesda.
“I also love going to Mass every week. It’s a great chance to reflect and connect with
God. [My faith] has been a big part of my life since I was born,” she told the Catholic
Standard, newspaper the Washington Archdiocese.
Ledecky said she has always loved St. Anne, the mother of Mary, and chose her
name for confirmation. Because her birthday is March 17, Ledecky also has a special
devotion to St. Patrick.
She credited the example of men and women religious she has known for inspiration. She called the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who taught her
at Little Flower School in Bethesda, “great role models.”
Her godfather, Jesuit Father Jim Shea, provincial of the Maryland Province of the
Jesuits, is a close family friend and another Ledecky supporter.
“I couldn’t have done any of this without everyone’s support,” Ledecky said. “My
family, teammates, coaches, everyone at Little Flower, Stone Ridge and my neighborhood, all cheering me on and watching. It means so much to me.”
She counts her family, which includes her dad, David, her mom, Mary Gen, and her
18-year-old brother, Michael, as among her greatest role models and boosters.
Ledecky said watching Michael swim inspired her to take up the sport. She eventually became a distance prodigy.
“I just always loved the social atmosphere and the competitive nature, and the way
you work so hard and see yourself improve on a daily basis,” she said.

Having ‘World’s Best’
Friends, Family Keeps
Missy Franklin Grounded
By Julie Filby
Catholic News Service
For swimmer Missy Franklin, a rising senior at Regis Jesuit High School in Aurora,
“there is nothing like wearing a cap with my country’s flag on it.”
“I always remember, though, that I’m not just representing the U.S. but also my family, friends, team, school and Colorado!”
She made those comments early this year in a Q-and-A interview with the Denver
Catholic Register, newspaper of the Denver Archdiocese.
That was before she earned a spot on the U.S. women’s Olympic swimming team,
before she was an Olympic gold medalist.
It would be an understatement to say a lot has happened to the 6-foot-1 swimmer since
then. Franklin, 17, one of the youngest members of the women’s swimming team, won
gold in the 4x100 and 4x200 medley relays and the 100 and 200 backstroke, and bronze
in the 4x100 freestyle relay.
Asked how she has stayed grounded with all her success and the attention it has
brought, Franklin said: “I have the best friends and family in the whole world.”
“I love being with them and having fun. My friends and I do all the usual high school
activities including going to dances, out to see movies, and shopping,” she said.
At home, she and her parents, Richard and D.A. Franklin, “don’t talk about swimming, but enjoy just being together,” she said. The Franklin household includes Ruger,
an 8-year-old Alaskan Malamute.
Franklin is not a Catholic, but she said life as a student at a Jesuit-run high school has

CNS/DAVID GRAY, REUTERS

Missy Franklin of the U.S. poses with her gold medal after winning the women’s
100 backstroke final.

her considering joining the Church.
“My experiences at Regis Jesuit have absolutely impacted my spiritual life, in so many
ways. I am considering converting to Catholicism; I’m currently Protestant,” she said.
“Going into Regis Jesuit, my faith was not a very big aspect of my life. Taking my first
theology classes, going to my first Masses, going on my first retreats, I began to realize
how important God is in my life and how much I love him and need him,” she continued.
“I am so thankful for Regis Jesuit, for they have brought God and so much meaning
into my life,” she said.
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Local Church News

Diocesan Institute Offers Adult
Education Courses this Fall
Pope Benedict XVI has declared

that the universal Church will celebrate a
“Year of Faith” beginning on October 11,
2012 and concluding on November 24,
2013. The first day of this Year of Faith
coincides with the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the Second Vatican Council
and the 20th anniversary of the promulgation of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.
Pope Benedict XVI calls this Year of
Faith “…a summons to an authentic and
renewed conversion to the Lord, the one
Savior of the world” (Porta Fidei 6) and
proclaims, “To rediscover the content of
the faith that is professed, celebrated,
lived and prayed, and to reflect on the act
of faith, is a task that every believer must
make his own, especially in the course of
this year” (Porta Fidei 9).
Throughout this yearlong celebration,
the Diocesan Institute for Catechetical
and Pastoral Formation is offering a variety of faith formation opportunities to
help you renew your relationship with
Jesus Christ and deepen your Catholic
Faith. All offerings are open to any interested adults.
Learn From Home
Take advantage of Diocesan Institute
offerings without leaving the comforts
of home! Through Elluminate Live, you
can participate in courses and workshops
offered at the Cardinal Keeler Center via
webinar. You can either join these webinars as they happen (real-time), or view
recordings of the webinars at a time that
is more convenient for you. Offerings
that are available via webinar are clearly
marked on the schedule of courses.
A complete course listing and registration form are available on the diocesan
Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. For
more information, contact Kathy Burger
at 717-657-4804, ext. 229, or Ryan Bolster, ext. 225.
Overview of Catholic Doctrine:
The Creed
6:30-9 p.m. Tuesdays Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23
St. Columba Parish, Bloomsburg
Mr. Joseph Mullen
*Contact Mr. Mullen at 570-784-0801,
ext. 4 to register
7-9 p.m. Tuesdays Oct. 16, 23, 30,
Nov. 13, 20
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
*Also available via webinar
7-9 p.m. Wednesdays Oct. 17, 24, 31,
Nov. 7, 14
St. Rita Parish, Blue Ridge Summit
Father Robert Malagesi, M.SS.CC
Introduction to Scripture
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays Sept. 19,
26, Oct. 3, 10, 17
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Deacon Jim Doyle
*Also available via webinar
Introduction to the Church
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays Sept.
12, 19, 26, Oct. 3, 17
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish,
Mount Carmel
Father Francis Karwacki
7-9 p.m. Mondays Sept. 17, 24,
Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22
Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra
Mr. Ryan Bolster
*Also available via podcast –
contact Ryan Bolster
7-9 p.m. Mondays Oct. 1, 8, 15, 29,
Nov. 5
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish,
Abbottstown
Father Kenneth Smith

Teaching Methodology – Part I
6:30-9 p.m. Tuesday Sept. 11
and Thursday Sept. 13
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mrs. Stacey White
Teaching Methodology – Part II
6:30-9 p.m. Tuesday Sept. 25
and Thursday Sept. 27
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mrs. Stacey White
Old Wine in New Wineskins –
Catholicism in America, 1492-2012
7-9 p.m. Tuesdays Sept. 18, 25, Oct. 2,
9, 16, 23
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Dr. Guy Carter
*Also available via webinar
Basic Principles in Catechetical
Leadership
6-9 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday
Nov. 27, 28
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Dec. 3, 4, 5
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. James Gontis
Mandated Reporter Training
9 a.m.-noon Saturday Nov. 17
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Ms. Dierdre Stalnecker, PA Family
Support Alliance
Facilitation of Groups
6:15-9:15 p.m. Mondays Oct. 29,
Nov. 5, 12
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Ryan Bolster
Evangelization and the New Media
7-9 p.m. Monday and Wednesday
Sept. 24, 26
Available only via webinar
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
The Historical Jesus and the Resurrection:
Examining the Evidence
7-9 p.m. Tuesdays Oct. 2, 9
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Mr. Carroll Rankin
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church at Age 20
7-9 p.m. Thursdays Oct. 4, 11
Mr. Ryan Bolster
*Also available via webinar
Becoming a Faithful Citizen:
How a Catholic Should Vote
9 a.m.-noon Saturday Oct. 13
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Paul CB Schenck
*Also available via webinar
The Second Vatican Council
7-9 p.m. Thursday Oct. 18
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Father Edward J. Quinlan
*Also available via webinar
Catechetical Series on the 12 Articles
of Faith in the Apostles’ Creed
Presenter: Mr. James Gontis

Article 3: He was Conceived
by the Power of
the Holy Sprit, and was
Born of the Virgin Mary
7-9 p.m. Monday Oct. 22
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar
Article 4: Jesus Christ Suffered
Under Pontius Pilate, was Crucified,
Died, and was Buried
7-9 p.m. Wednesday Oct. 24
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Article 5: He Descended into Hell
on the Third Day He Rose Again
7-9 p.m. Monday Oct. 29
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Article 6: He Ascended
into Heaven and
is Seated at the Right
Hand of the Father
7-9 p.m. Wednesday Nov. 7
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
Top 10 List for Outstanding
Teaching of the Faith
Presenter: Mr. James Gontis
6-8 p.m. Tuesday Aug. 28
St. Benedict the Abbot Parish, Lebanon
*Contact Mrs. Cathy Drahovsky at
717-274-5024 to register
11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. Sunday Sept. 16
Holy Spirit Parish, Palmyra
*Contact Mrs. Marcie Warner
at 717-838-3369 to register
4-6 p.m. Thursday Oct. 4
St. Leo the Great School, Rohrerstown
*Contact Mrs. Christine McLean
at 717-392-2441 to register
3-5 p.m. Monday Oct. 15
Resurrection School, Lancaster
*Contact Ms. Brenda Weaver at
717-392-3083 to register
8-9 a.m. Sunday Dec. 2
Sacred Heart Parish, Spring Grove
*Contact Mrs. Kristine Trettel at
717-225-0747 to register
Sessions at Sacred Heart
Parish, Cornwall
Presenter: Mr. James Gontis
7-9 p.m. Monday Oct. 8 – The Creed
7-9 p.m. Monday Nov. 19 –
The Holy Trinity
7-9 p.m. Monday Jan. 28 –
Catholic Moral Life
7-9 p.m. Monday Feb. 11 – Treasures of
Our Catholic Faith
*Contact Becky Broderic at
717-273-2160 to register
Survey of the Sixteen
Documents of Vatican II
Sacred Heart Parish, Cornwall
Presenter: Mr. James Gontis
*Contact Becky Broderic at
717-273-2160 to register
7-9 p.m. Tuesday Sept. 18
Overview of Vatican II
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

Article 1: I Believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker of All Things
Visible and Invisible
5-6:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 14
Holy Angels Parish, Kulpmont
*Contact Joette Foris at 570-373-1447
to register

7-9 p.m. Tuesday Sept. 25
Decree on Social Communications
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church

Article 2: I Believe in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, Our Lord
7-9 p.m. Wednesday Oct. 17
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
*Also available via webinar

7-9 p.m. Tuesday Oct. 9
Decree Concerning the Pastoral
Office of Bishops
Decree on Renewal of Religious Life
Decree on Priestly Training

7-9 p.m. Tuesday Oct. 2
Decree on the Catholic Churches
of the Eastern Rite
Decree on Ecumenism

You Can Help
Your Marriage
Retrouvaille Weekend
September 14-16
Twenty-five percent of surveyed couples say they
are “happily married.” For everyone else, there is Retrouvaille.
Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do
you argue, or have just stopped talking to each other?
Does talking make it even worse? Retrouvaille helps
couples rebuild their marriages.
For information, or to register for the Harrisburg
program beginning with a weekend on September 1416, call 1-800-470-2230 or visit the Web site at www.
HelpOurMarriage.com. The program is sponsored by
the Diocesan Family Ministries Office.

Annual White Mass for
Catholic Healthcare
Professionals and Families
September 23 at 12:15 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral,
212 State Street, Harrisburg
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden,
Celebrant and Homilist
Light reception to follow Mass
The Mass is sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan Guild of the Catholic Medical Association. Medical
students and residents are also encouraged to attend.
RSVP for the reception by Sept.
19 to Jean Scicchitano, secretary
for the Diocesan Respect Life Office, at jscicchitano@hbgdiocese.org or
717-657-4804, ext. 294.

‘Beginning Experience’
Weekends for
Those Suffering
the Loss of a Spouse
The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has booked two upcoming weekends,
Nov.9-11 2012, and April 26-28 2013. The weekends
will take place at Camp Hebron, located at 957 Camp
Road in Halifax.
Beginning Experience weekends are an approved
Roman Catholic program designed for those suffering
the loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation. Hundreds of persons have been helped to move
towards successful, productive, happy lives by attending one of these weekends.
Check the diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.
org and visit the “Marriage and Family” link in the
“Family Life” menu, or check www.beginningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team at
717-512-2718 or harrisburgbe@gmail.com.
The weekend is led by persons who have lost a
spouse through death or divorce and are trained in
facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience
Team is certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization.
A number of persons have indicated interest in attending a weekend. Please get your application in so
that the team can adequately plan for those who want
to take advantage of this program of support, healing
and encouragement. A weekend is often most helpful
after about six months following a loss of a spouse
or marriage. Many have attended a weekend after a
much longer period has elapsed and found the weekend most helpful. Grief has no schedule. Please contact the Team to explore when a weekend might be
most helpful to you.
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Young Church in Action
Girl Scout
Michelle Sosa,
center in white,
takes a
moment to pose
with youth who
are helping to
create a mural.
From left are
Marco Lopez,
Amy Sosa,
Leonardo Lopez,
Valeria Estrada,
Michelle Sosa,
Paulina Estrada
and Emeli Sosa.

For Girl Scout, Youth Exposure
to Art Is Focus for Gold Award
EMILY M. ALBERT, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

By Emily M. Albert
The Catholic Witness
Being a senior in high school is possibly one of the
greatest feelings. You know you have accomplished 12
years of education, and there is a great abyss in front of
you, a future full of hope. It also comes with the foreshadowing stress of what life outside of four walls will
be like.
Michelle Sosa is a senior at Central Dauphin East, a
parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi Parish Harrisburg, and
a member of Girl Scout Troop 986. She has glimpsed into
her future by applying for the Girl Scout Gold Award, the
highest achievement in Girl Scouts, and sees a world of
time management, organization and late nights working
toward that goal.
“The application process was brutal. It brought tears
and laughter during late nights of sitting with my troop
leader, Mrs. Cole,” recalled Michelle.
Outside of being an accomplished Girl Scout, Michelle is also actively involved as a babysitter, helps with
her sisters’ softball teams, is a member of the National
Honor society, choir and orchestra in school, and is an
art student at Barak Arts, a non-profit art institution. It is
through her work at Barak that she thought of the idea of
a creating a mural that included teaching art to youth as
her Gold Award project.
Founder and CEO of Barak, Wendell C. Murray, helped
expand Michelle’s idea and together they came up with
a sketch that demonstrates unity among the youth. From
there, Michelle sketched the mural on a canvas with
some help from her youth participants, and they gathered
several hours a day Monday-Thursday for some three
weeks in the basement of St. Francis Parish and painted
in the sketch. They spent one of the first afternoons doing
color plates, where they mixed as many colors imagined
to make others, learning how color works.
This project is important to Michelle because there are
so many art programs being cut, and she feels it is important for art to continue to be exposed to youth. In total,
a dozen participants helped paint the mural, which will
be displayed at the NexGen Youth Arts Festival, held at
the Harrisburg campus of HACC, Oct. 19-21. On top of
everything else, Michelle is also a committee member for
the festival.
Michelle has been a Girl Scout for about 8 years. She
said she joined the Girl Scouts because it was something
a lot of people around her, like friends and classmates,
were doing. But when she met troop leader, Mrs. Cole,
she was hooked.
“Without Girl Scouts, I’d be at home right now, probably sitting in front of the TV or computer, maybe doing things that I shouldn’t be,” she said. “I want to be a
person different from what society thinks of the average
American teen.”
“I know colleges will look at this on my résumé, and I
hope they say, ‘She is a role model, someone for others
to look up to.’”

Michelle Sosa shows her
sister Amy the
technique of preparing
paints. Michelle’s efforts
toward a Girl Scout Gold
Award focus on art
programs for youth.

Using different
techniques, youth in
Michelle Sosa’s
program paint a mural
that demonstrates unity
among youth
of the world.

