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Convention Bolsters Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
as ‘God’s Hands on Earth’
By Jen Reed
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In her presentation, she offered five ways to
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Catholic radio personality and author Emily
Jaminet gives her keynote speech at the 96th
annual convention of the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women.
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desire the Kingdom of Heaven and eternal life for
our happiness,” she said. “Ask the Holy Spirit to
give you a new sense of hope for the season in
which we live.”
The second is to have an encounter with the
heart of Jesus.
“Once you understand the significance of
Our Lord’s heart in your life, that encounter will
forever change you,” Jaminet said. “…. If you’re
feeling overwhelmed, know that the Lord wants
to renew your heart. Jesus wants to fill our hearts
with His love. We live in that love, and then we go
forth and share it.”
She encouraged the women to have heart-toheart moments with Jesus, just as they have with
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their close friends. “Our loneliness will only be
filled by listening to Christ and leaning on Him,
and that comes from being in prayer and silence
to develop a relationship with Him,” she said.
The third step toward being the hands and feet
of Christ is to build a legacy of love, Jaminet said.
“We want to pass on the love of Christ to
our children and our grandchildren, and to
those around us. That’s a powerful legacy,
more significant than what is in our own bank
accounts,” said Jaminet, offering first-hand
accounts of ways in which her own family passed
on the faith from generation to generation.
The fourth step is to be rooted in prayer.
“Everything you’re doing is so good when
you’re doing the work of the Lord, but it has to
come as a response to that inner peace and
calling from the Lord,” she said. “We have
important roles, but if what we’re doing is not
rooted in prayer, we’re going to miss the key
directions from the Holy Spirit…. Prayer is our
fuel for every day.’
The final step Jaminet offered is to practice the
Works of Mercy.
“I can’t talk about being the hands and feet
of Christ without talking about what that looks
like – and that is the Works of Mercy,” she said.
Pointing to Jesus’ words to St. Faustina on
exercising mercy toward one’s neighbor by deed,
by word and by prayer, Jaminet called those
three works “Jesus’ formula for our busy-ness in
life.”
“I hope and pray that your faith can be
renewed, that you can see yourself as the
ambassador of Christ, being the hands and feet
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of our Lord, that you desire to have a
heart full of compassion because of
that intimate connection with Christ,”
Jaminet told the convention attendees.
Witnessing to Christ
The convention highlighted many
of the various works of the Council of
Catholic Women, and offered ways for
women to continue to support them.
Outreach efforts included donations
of items for infants and toddlers in
support of pregnancy centers, and
Nearly 100 women gather at the Diocesan Center in
efforts to support their scholarship fund
Harrisburg for the convention on April 23.
for graduating high school senior girls,
a prayer shawl ministry and migrant
of giving witness, incarnating the Easter faith by
ministry.
how we behave and what we say,” he said.
Bishop Ronald Gainer served as the homilist
“I thank you for all of the good works, the
and principal celebrant for Mass, concelebrated
great fruits of the CCW throughout our Diocese,
by Father Ted Keating, spiritual moderator of the
your leadership in those good works, and every
HDCCW.
way that you are witnessing to Christ. You are
In his homily, the bishop told the women
showing others that you are indeed companions
that their vocation is to witness to the truth that
of Jesus, members of his mystical body, the
has changed their lives.
Church,” Bishop Gainer said. “We know a truth
“Our vocation is to have the people around us
that we dare not keep to ourselves.”
recognize us as companions of Jesus, friends of
At the conclusion of the Mass, four women
the Lord who cannot keep this beautiful truth to
were installed as new officers of the Diocesan
ourselves, but who feel the absolute necessity
Council:
The HDCCW presented its second annual
Our Lady of Good Counsel Award to Jeanne
Warren of Seven Sorrows of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in Middletown. This
award recognizes a woman in the Diocese
who has made a significant contribution at
any level of Council.
The inaugural Golden Rose Award,
presented to a young woman who has made
a significant contribution to their parish and
community in service and leadership, was
given to Monica Fazzolari, a member of St.
Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg and
student at Bishop McDevitt High School.
The convention also included workshops,
Keynote speaker Emily Jaminet signs a book for a
vendors, lunch and door prizes. Breakconvention participant after her presentation on being
More CONVENTION
the hands and feet of God on earth.
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out workshop presenters and topics included
a Rosary-making session by Marie Bernadette
Plum; “Being Instruments of God’s Mercy” by Eva
Gontis; “Feeding the Hungry” by Amy Hill of the
Central PA Food Bank; and a look at the life and
work of Father Ciszek, “With God in Russia,” by
John DeJak.
Out-going president Alycia Laureti said the
convention theme, “Be God’s Hands on Earth,” is
a fitting one for the Easter season.
“Being the hands and feet of Jesus means
that we step out in faith and with God’s grace
go out into the world, equipped, empowered
and entrusted to participate in his ministry to
the world,” she told convention attendees. “As
women, we are especially called to be the hands
of Jesus wherever we go.”
“Many of our councils embraced new

initiatives, designing the CCW for future
generations. As your Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women, we have accepted that mission
along with all of you. The HDCCW Board has
been working hard to bring you programs and
ideas to stay engaged. I am proud of the work
they have done, and excited that there is more to
come,” she said.
“I want to thank all of you for your hard work
and dedication to the Council of Catholic Women.
The Council is successful because of each and
every one of you,” Laureti added. “It has truly
been an honor and a privilege to serve as your
diocesan president.”
Membership in the Council of Catholic Women
is open to all Catholic women in parishes
throughout the Diocese. Learn more about
the programs and activities of the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women at www.
hdccw.webs.com.
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‘A Burning Desire’ to Be in Ukraine:

Ashland Native and Ukrainian Catholic University Professor
Talks about Realities, Awareness and Hope

By Jen Reed
passionate coordinator
The Catholic Witness
of humanitarian aid and
It has been nine weeks
voice for those united in
since Russia invaded
a battle for their beloved
Ukraine.
country.
Once dominating the
On April 12, Kenenitz
round-the-clock news
spoke with The Catholic
cycle, the atrocities
Witness and “Candid
suffered by the Ukrainian
Catholic Convos” podcast
people have begun to take
host Rachel Troche,
a backseat to pop culture
sharing messages of
and politics across news
awareness, the realities of
channels.
the situations his students
Still, the violence
and the Ukrainian people
continues, with reports of
are facing, and words of
Russia’s use of chemical
hope rooted in faith.
weapons; the plight of
What follows is a
Matthew Kenenitz is pictured with one of
more than 11 million
his students, Nastia, during graduation transcription of portions
displaced Ukrainians
ceremonies at Ukrainian Catholic of the interview. The full,
inside and outside the
University in June 2021. two-part feature can be
country; and the death of
heard in its entirely on the
thousands of civilians and soldiers on both sides. “Candid Catholic Convos” program on Spotify,
Matthew Kenenitz, a current professor of
airing April 24 and May 1. The interview is largely
English at Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv,
unedited on the podcast episodes, due to the
continues to raise awareness and spur action as
gravity of the situation in Ukraine and the need
the people of Ukraine continue to fight for their
for awareness about the plight of the Ukrainian
country against evil.
people.
Kenenitz was born and raised in Ashland, Pa.
What does your current situation look like?
He attended the former St. Ignatius Church in
Are you still able to be in contact with your
Centralia and Holy Spirit School in Mount Carmel,
students, and to continue teaching?
and eventually fell in love with teaching as his
I came back to America on February 14. I had
heart also grew for his Ukrainian heritage. His
received so many phone calls from family and
ancestors came from the Carpathian Mountains
friends and it was just non-stop; everybody was
region of the country in 1915 before settling in
worried about the Russian offensive. Honestly,
Centralia.
I wasn’t worried [and] I had no plans to leave
After an encounter with the Metropolitan
Ukraine. I was resolved to the fact that I would
Archbishop of Philadelphia of the Ukrainian
stay and weather out whatever came. But the
Greek Catholic Church, Borys Gudziak, during a
volume of phone calls was just so high. I had
Ukrainian festival in Minersville in July of 2019,
a really busy schedule this semester; I was
Kenenitz was connected to Ukrainian Catholic
constantly on the go. I was doing what I was
University. He’s since built a life in Lviv. While his
doing at the university, and then I’d be on the
role as a professor of literature and literary theory
is his job, he’s become a confidant and counselor
More UKRAINE
to countless students and – since February – a
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I send group messages out
to my current classes and my
former classes. We have group
chats and telegrams. I send
them a daily video just to let
them know that I’m thinking
about them, and to give them
some words of inspiration and
encouragement, or to tell them
a little anecdote or something
just to stay in contact. It’s
virtually impossible to maintain
individual contact with that
amount of people, but it’s just
been really surreal watching all
of this happen.
There’s also this feeling of
helplessness while I’m here in
Students in one of Matthew Kenenitz’s classes gather for a selfie
America. I recognize the fact
during class in the fall of 2020.
that I’m safe, and I’m grateful
for that, but then there is also
UKRAINE, from 5
this burning desire in me to be
phone all night with people in America. My former there because people that I’ve come to know and
come to love and come to consider family the
students, when they saw me, said, “You have to
past three years are waiting to see what’s going
just go home. Go home for two weeks. You can
to happen. Even when I’m in faculty meetings on
always come back.”
Zoom or in classes on Zoom, I just want to hug
Other people can see you better than you can
people.
see yourself sometimes, so I took their advice
What are your students experiencing?
and I got a plane ticket on February 12. My
I am having classes, but it’s not classes as I
mother had called me crying on February 11,
would normally have them. They are severely
saying, “The Russians are going to come,” and I
had just been at the opera…. It was kind of crazy modified. I might get one-half to two-thirds of
my students in each class because students are
to think that this was a situation that everyone
volunteering, they’re working with journalists in
had envisioned. So I bought a plane ticket the
th
next night and I came home on the 14 . Little did translating information, they’re working toward
humanitarian causes in Ukraine, they’re housing
I ever think that the war would start.
people who have been displaced. More than four
I’m actually right now at my cousin’s house
million people are displaced outside of Ukraine,
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and I remember it
and about six or seven million people are
just like it was yesterday…. We were just sitting
displaced within Ukraine. Lviv is a city with about
and talking and watching the news. All of a
800,000 people in population, but right now more
sudden they were showing a correspondent in
than a million people are there.
Kyiv and a correspondent in Kharkiv and they
The students are scattered, too. A lot of my
said they heard blasts. The next thing you know,
female students are in various countries in
the reports started coming on that Russia was
Europe with their mothers and their siblings. They
invading Ukraine. …
had to leave their fathers or their older brothers
The past weeks have been absolutely surreal.
behind. It’s not just physical displacement; there’s
I just kind of feel like I’m in a daze most of the
time. Every day presents new trauma. I’m in very
close connection with a lot of people in Ukraine.
More UKRAINE, page 7
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a lot of psychological and
emotional displacement as well.
I got a therapist friend of mine
from Chicago to offer group
counseling sessions every
Tuesday. Seven or eight people
join. One of my colleagues joins
from time to time. It’s important
that they see that they’re not
alone in this. The feelings of
anger, the feelings of fear, the
feelings of resentment – it’s
not a singular experience, it’s a
shared experience and we can
kind of process through that
together.
People are dealing with real
situations. When the Yavoriv
military base was attacked
several weeks ago, one of
my students e-mailed me and
said, “I’m going to need some
time off because I’m staying in
Yavoriv. I’m OK, but one of the
missiles went right into the area
where my father was staying,
and it took 15 hours to find his
body. He died.” She apologized
for any inconvenience it might

cause me. I just sat and cried
because I’m thinking, “How do
I respond to this e-mail? What
do I say?” Of course, words
like “I’m sorry for your loss”
mean something, but it’s deeper
than that when you look at the
senselessness of death and the
situations that are happening in
Ukraine.
I just got another message
from another student the other
day: “I’ve been unable to attend
the last few weeks of the course
due to the fact that I have a
very difficult family situation. My
grandmother died and my father
went missing. I also lost a few of
my friends because of the war.
I am now taking care of another
grandmother, as she is sick.”
These are just a sampling
of very personal, very real
issues. “Issue” is too light of
a word to use for what people
are facing. It’s hard for me
because, here, even in some
familial circumstances, people
don’t understand what it is
that I do. People will say, “You
need to get over Ukraine.

You’re in America, you need
to focus on being in America
now.” For me, I’m not dealing
with talking heads on a screen.
I’m not dealing with reading
news reports. I’m dealing with
living, breathing human beings
– people that I’ve eaten with,
people that I’ve walked with,
people that I’ve shared time
with, people that I’ve interacted
with. When I was at Ukrainian
Catholic University, I would
interact with hundreds of people
a day….
You can’t imagine how
many students would come
to me with familial problems,
relationship problems, feelings
of inadequacy, feelings of being
overwhelmed. I wasn’t just an
English teacher there; I was a
resource, I was a counselor, I
was a friend, somebody that
people confided in. In terms of
dealing with this on a personal
level for me, it goes well beyond
that of a teacher who traveled
to another country to teach
English, because I was a lot
more than that to a lot of people
over there.
You are also involved in
humanitarian efforts. How
has your Catholic upbringing
influenced your involvement
of helping others?
As I aged, the more I read,
the more I realized it’s important
to act. There’s that old phrase,
“Sitting in a church doesn’t
make you any more a Christian
than sitting in a garage makes
you a car.”
As I went to university and
graduate school and did my

A class photo at the end of last year, in front of the
Sheptytskyy Center Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv.
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work and we’re going to continue to raise funds
and collect items, because things are desperately
needed.

own reading and processing in terms of the
faith and its relationship to my life, I always
What do your students or colleagues express
emphasized faith and action – diakonia, service.
as needs, in addition to our prayers and the
It’s not enough just to go to church on Sunday.
humanitarian aid?
It’s something I believe 110 percent is all of our
The biggest thing is spreading awareness.
callings in life – to be there, to share, to support,
In the early days of the war, people were glued
to love, to care for one another.
to their television sets, watching it and trying to
We talk about following the example of Christ.
It’s not just to sit and listen to Gospel stories on a understand what is going on. But as the war has
gone on, it’s sort of in the background. Even our
Sunday and say, “Oh, that’s nice,” but to realize
Metropolitan Archbishop, Borys, said we can’t
these Gospel lessons are not just things from
allow this war to become backburner news. It’s
2,000 years ago; they’re speaking to us now.
live, it’s happening
As a Christian,
now. There are
as a Ukrainian
Hear the full interview
reports of the
Greek Catholic,
on “Candid Catholic Convos”
Russians using
I feel it’s my
The
two-part
episode
is
available
on
the
Diocesan
chemical weapons
duty to raise as
website
and
on
Spotify
on
April
24
and
May
1
at:
in Mariupol. It’s
much awareness
Catholic Perspective Radio Program, News, Faith,
a very real thing
of the situation
Inspiration,
Information,
(hbgdiocese.org)
and
on
the
going on each and
that’s going on in
Spotify app by searching “Candid Catholic Convos.”
every day.
Ukraine, but also
Also, trying
to gather as much
to
get as much
Catch
part
two
of
the
interview
on
these
radio
stations:
humanitarian aid
military aid for
as possible…. I’m
WHYF AM 720, Shiremanstown, April 30 at noon and
Ukraine right
working locally with
May 1 at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.
now. As one
people who are
WHVR-AM 1280, Hanover, May 1 at 8 a.m.
of my students
asking for money
WKOK-AM
1070,
Sunbury,
May
1
at
6:30
a.m.
pointed out
because they either
quite poetically,
WWSM-AM 1510, Lebanon, May 1 at 7 a.m.
have family living
“Humanitarian aid
with them or are
www.wisl1480.com, Shamokin, May 1 at 11 a.m.
is great, money
hosting families.
is great. We
One of my former
appreciate it. But
students and his
it’s kind of like when your sink is clogged and
father have several houses, and they’re housing
the water is on. The water is spilling out of the
families on their way to Romania. Some of my
sink and down to the floor. You start mopping the
students and even former students are hosting
families in Lviv. There’s another former student of floor, but there is always going to be more water
mine who is trying to raise money for bullet-proof spilling onto the floor.” ….
It’s about awareness and trying to understand
vests, night-vision goggles, kneepads and so on
the
evil that is going on, and the fact that Russia
for the army….
needs to be stopped. Say that Putin decides to
The community outreach and response has
take his bat and ball and go home to Russia; the
just been phenomenal, and in some ways I go
world can’t say it’s over, because they’re always
back and forth with using the words “faith in
going to come back. That’s the reality. Russia
humanity.” Seeing the outpouring of care, the
has never, on the world stage, been forced to pay
outpouring of generosity of people has really
for the atrocities that have been committed. In
raised my spirits, especially when all these
people I know are just living in fear and doing the
More UKRAINE, page 9
day-by-day thing. We’re going to continue to do
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the Holodomor, the great famine, 10-12 million
people died from 1932-1933. Now this war.
There have never been any type of reparations,
there have never been any kind of trials for war
crimes. They’ve never been held accountable
for the atrocities that they’ve committed.
My students and colleagues and I have
conversations online about the war, and then
we’ll talk maybe about something else, but it
always goes back to the war because we’ll
get a notification or a siren will go off. It’s very
hard to have a normal existence in these
circumstances. The more awareness that is
brought to the situation, hopefully some kind of
resolution or victory can come faster if the world
starts to support Ukraine in a stronger sense.
When Putin marched into Ukraine on February
24, diplomacy was thrown out the window. He
lied to the world…. For the world to sit back
while this maniac, this egoist, this narcissist does
whatever he wants to do is unconscionable.
How can you sit back and read these stories of
children being raped and killed, shot executionstyle? The stories of atrocities keep coming, and
it’s unbelievable.

It is war. As Christians, when we talk about
fighting Satan and evil, there’s no room to say,
“Well maybe Satan needs to understand.” No,
there is no understanding when it comes to
fighting the evil one. That’s what we’re dealing
with here with Putin. My students will say,
“Matthew, are people in America this ambivalent
about Hitler? Are people in America this
ambivalent about Osama bin Laden?” These are
their questions when they
don’t see the world acting.
On the other hand,
there is a steadfast spirit
where they have the
resolve. Putin has done
something nobody’s been
able to do before – he
has united all of Ukraine.
Even when I moved in,
there was this sort of eastwest distinction, and now
everybody is together.
We’re fighting evil…. The
evil one walks among us.
The evil one is present in
this world. We need to fight
that evil, for Truth.

‘That Butterfly Was the Last One’
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despair, the children of the camp wrote poems
and produced beautiful artwork that depicted
the ghetto conditions they had to endure.
Their remarkable work was published by the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
of Washington D.C., and entitled I Never Saw
Another Butterfly Again, which
features scores of poems and
drawings by the children. One
of the poems, The Butterfly,
reads:

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Eighty years ago, Europe was in the throes of
World War II as Nazi Germany, under the reign
of Adolf Hilter’s Third Reich, seized much of the
lands to its east, including
the countries of Poland and
Czechoslovakia. Not only was
the invading German army’s
seizing of sovereign countries
brutally violent, its heinous
treatment of Jewish inhabitants
and the resulting Holocaust is
numbing to comprehend. One
concentration camp, Terezin,
near the Czech capital city of
Prague, housed some 15,000
children in 1942, with only
100 surviving to the eventual
liberation in April 1945.
Many of the Jewish
captives, who worked
at the former fort turned
concentration camp, were
A sample of student artwork
worked and starved to
created in conjunction with their
nearly death. They were
study on the Holocaust and the
then railroaded to Auschwitz,
poetry and art by the children of
Poland, were they were killed
the Terezin concentration camp.
in the gas chambers by the
millions. Yet, despite the
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Mrs. Sherry Grenchik releases one of the butterflies that her
students cared for during the late winter and early spring.

The last, the very last,
So richly, brightly, dazzlingly
yellow.
Perhaps if the sun’s tears
would sing
Against a white stone.
Such, such a yellow
Is carried lightly ‘way up high.
It went away I’m sure because
it wished to kiss the world
good-bye…..
Only I never saw another
butterfly.
That butterfly was the last one.

In remembrance of the
horrors these children faced,
students at St. Francis Xavier
School in Gettysburg have
spent the winter and early
spring learning about the
children of Terezan in Mrs.
Sherry Grenchik’s classes. Students
in the seventh and eighth grades
have created their own poems and
striking artwork that lines the walls of
the school. In addition, the students
have taken part in watching the
metamorphous of a caterpillar from
chrysalis stage to mature butterfly.
On Easter Sunday, the six Painted
Lady butterflies emerged and on a
cool, drippy, April 21, Mrs. Grenchik’s
students released the butterflies, who
flitted away to begin their freedom
in the fields and woods surrounding
More BUTTERFLIES
page 11
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Gettysburg.
“This is one of the most interesting projects
I have ever done,” Mrs. Grenchik said prior to
releasing the butterflies. “I was so impressed
with what the students did on their own….
They really worked at researching the symbols
for their artwork as well as their written work.
They just did an outstanding job…and it is very
touching to see what they came up with in their
work.”
The lower grades also participated in a project
about the children of Terezin and the project
may be continued in the future given its eager
reception by the students.
“I don’t think I could ever have endured
what those children did there,” eighth-grader
Ivy Nieves said. “The hearing of their stories
and what the children went through at the

Catherine Kelly releases
a butterfly by St. Francis
Xavier School.

concentration camps is just incredible.”
Classmates Olivia Knox and Maddox Glass
echoed Ivy’s sentiments and thought the
struggles of the children some 80 years ago
reminds them how awful it was to be treated
in such an inhumane way. “This project really
made me think, and I just cannot imagine what
they went through with only 100 surviving the
camp.”
“I have never done a project like this and
I really think it is the best project I have ever
worked on,” Maddox said. “And I am thankful
we were able to do this project at our school. I
will remember it for sure.”
The students hope their released butterflies
survive and flourish and create more
generations of winged symbols of peace. If
you see a medium sized butterfly with red
spots on its wings dance about the wildflowers
of Gettysburg’s hallowed fields, thank the
children of Mrs. Grenchik’s classes at St.
Francis Xavier School for their thoughtful
academic work that paid wonderful tribute to
the child victims of mass murder in Europe
four score years ago.
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Member of St. Faustina’s Order Brings Message
of Divine Mercy to St. Margaret Mary Parish
Sister M. Donata Farbaniec
delivers a message on
Divine Mercy at
St. Margaret Mary
Parish in
Harrisburg April 24.

of Easter, a feast day instituted by St.
John Paul II in 2000 in conjunction
with the canonization of St. Faustina.
On this day, the faithful receive special
graces promised by Jesus and told to
Sister Faustina: “I desire that the Feast
of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all
souls, and especially for poor sinners.
On that day the very depths of My tender
mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the Fount of My Mercy.”

An Extraordinary Gift
The Divine Mercy Sunday Mission
at St. Margaret Mary Parish on April 24
began immediately after the celebration
of 11:30 a.m. Mass, as Father Leo
Goodman, pastor, exposed the Blessed
Sacrament on the altar. The congregation knelt in
silence during a period of Adoration, and then for
the recitation of the Rosary.
Dozens of people lined up outside of the
church’s confessionals to receive the Sacrament
of Penance and Reconciliation during the

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
“Sometimes in life, we think there is no
solution, no hope, no answer. But Jesus has a
plan and He is in control. Trust in Him. Surrender
to Him. Know that He is acting in that very
moment, and you will come to recognize His
mercy and the marvels he works in your life.”
More DIVINE MERCY
This is the message Sister M. Donata
page 13
Farbaniec shared on Divine Mercy
Sunday during a mission at St.
Margaret Mary Church in Harrisburg.
Sister Donata, a native of Poland,
is a member of the Congregation
of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy.
The order currently staffs the St.
John Paul II National Shrine in
Washington, D.C., and is dedicated
to spreading the message of Divine
Mercy.
The Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy
is also the congregation that St.
Faustina joined in 1925. It was
to her that Our Lord revealed the
message of Divine Mercy, and
entrusted her with the mission of
reminding and proclaiming this truth
to the whole world.
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Divine Mercy Sunday is
Flanked by the Divine Mercy image of Jesus, Sister Donata
celebrated on the Second Sunday
shares the message of Christ’s mercy.
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mission, which concluded with the singing of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament.
“Divine Mercy Sunday isn’t ‘just another
devotion’ of Holy Mother Church. It was
mandated by Christ to fall within the Octave
of Easter,” Father Goodman told The Catholic
Witness. “The graces to be received are unlike
any other in the Church with the exception of
Baptism. Those who go to Confession and
receive the Eucharist today, in the words of
Christ to St. Faustina, ‘Shall obtain complete
forgiveness of sins and punishment.’ I
honestly don’t believe many of our people are
aware of this extraordinary gift from Jesus. His
love for us is so great, so overwhelming.”
“St. John Paul II said on the day he canonized
St. Faustina, that he believed he was made Pope
in order to canonize her and establish the Feast
of Divine Mercy Sunday as Christ directed,”
Father Goodman continued. “He said it was the
greatest and happiest day of his life – and I think
St. John Paul had some pretty great days!”
“During these times, as we see the horrors
of war and threats of international nuclear war,
I pray that our people will receive the Lord’s
message today. He told St. Faustina that
mankind will not have peace until it turns to His
Mercy. Jesus wants us to approach His Merciful
Heart, receive His sacraments and prepare to
enter into His Kingdom,” Father Goodman said.
Stepping to the lectern, flanked by the Paschal
Candle and the Divine Mercy image of Jesus,
Sister Donata delivered a talk, “Ocean of Divine
Mercy – Exceptional Graces Jesus Wants to Give
You on Divine Mercy Sunday.”
Sharing the message of mercy in various
parishes across the country, Sister Donata said,
is showing people that Jesus has opened wide
the door of His mercy to everyone.
“We all have different attitudes. Some people
are very close to the Lord and they open up
totally to Him. Others are super resistant,” she
told The Witness. “But the worst attitude is one
of indifference, of not caring. Those who are
resisting are not in as bad a position as those
who are indifferent, because at least those who
are resisting are aware of Him.’”

Father Leo Goodman, pastor of St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Harrisburg, exposes the Blessed
Sacrament for Adoration.
“Our Lord said to Faustina, ‘I don’t want to
punish an aching mankind; I desire to heal it,
pressing it to my merciful heart,’” Sister Donata
said. “He is our healer, and He knows our
illnesses, our aches, our wounds. He wants to
press us to His heart, to let us know that we
are loved. Today, on Divine Mercy Sunday, we
celebrate this love. To receive His Divine Mercy,
all we have to do is open up.”
Sister Donata said the message of mercy is
the foundation of our relationship with the Lord
and with one another. It has two wings, she said;
one of trusting in the Lord, and one of extending
His mercy to others.
“The message of Divine Mercy is ‘Jesus, I trust
in you,’ not ‘Jesus, I understand everything.’ The
message is one of trust,” she said. “We need to
be like children: simple and humble and obedient.
Come to Him, and you will be amazed at what
marvels he does in your life.”
Today, on Divine Mercy Sunday, we have a
glimpse of what we will be doing in Heaven –
celebrating God’s mercy. Just stand before the
Lord and pour out everything to Him. If you are
angry, pour out the anger. If you are depressed,
tell Him about it. If you are worried, tell Him. Give
it to the Lord, and He will take care of it,” Sister
Donata said.
“Just pray, ‘Jesus, I trust in you. You have a
plan and you are in control. I trust in you.’ Then,
marvel in what He does,” she said.
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Easter Celebrations
Across the Diocese

Holy Week and the celebration of Easter are
reflected in this collage of photos from The
Catholic Witness and from parishes across the
Diocese. From the washing of the feet on Holy
Thursday, to the joy of new Catholics receiving
the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil,
and Jesus’s glorious Resurrection on Easter
Sunday, we celebrate Our Lord’s triumph over
sin and death. Watch the Diocese’s YouTube and
Facebook pages early next week for a full video
featuring dozens of photos from various parishes
in the Diocese.
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St. Anne and Our Lady of La Vang, Lancaster

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Marysville
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Pope Francis Laments ‘Easter of War’ in Urbi et Orbi Blessing

countries.”
Pope Francis gave the traditional
Urbi et Orbi blessing following Easter
Sunday Mass in St. Peter’s Square.
Local authorities estimate 100,000
people were present at the Vatican
and in the surrounding area for the
blessing.
“Urbi et Orbi” means “To the City
[of Rome] and to the World” and is
a special apostolic blessing given
by the pope every year on Easter
Sunday, Christmas, and other special
occasions. The Catholic Church
grants a plenary indulgence to anyone
who participates in the blessing in
VATICAN MEDIA
person or through the media and who
also fulfills the usual conditions of
By Hannah Brockhaus
reception of the Holy Eucharist, detachment from
Catholic News Agency
sin and sacramental confession.
In his Urbi et Orbi blessing on Easter Sunday,
In his blessing, Pope Francis reflected on a
Pope Francis lamented an “Easter of War” as
passage from John 20:19. When the Resurrected
he prayed for peace in Ukraine and around the
Jesus appeared in the midst of his disciples, as
world.
they mourned Him, and said, “Peace be with
“Today, [Jesus] alone has the right to speak to
you,” showing them the wounds in His hands and
us of peace. Jesus alone, for He bears wounds,”
feet.
the pope said on April 17, from the central loggia
Like the disciples, the pope said, “Our eyes,
of St. Peter’s Basilica, overlooking the Vatican
too, are incredulous on this Easter of war. We
square.
“His wounds are indeed ours, for two reasons. have seen all too much blood, all too much
violence. Our hearts, too, have been filled with
They are ours because we inflicted them upon
Him by our sins, by our hardness of heart, by our fear and anguish, as so many of our brothers
fratricidal hatred. They are also ours because He and sisters have had to lock themselves away in
order to be safe from bombing. We struggle to
bore them for our sake; He did not cancel them
believe that Jesus is truly risen, that He has truly
from His glorified body; He chose to keep them,
triumphed over death. Could it be an illusion? A
to bear them forever,” Pope Francis continued.
“They are the indelible seal of his love for us, a figment of our imagination?”
“No, it is not an illusion! Today, more than ever,
perennial act of intercession, so that the heavenly
we hear echoing the Easter proclamation so dear
Father, in seeing them, will have mercy upon us
and upon the whole world,” he said. “The wounds to the Christian East: ‘Christ is risen! He is truly
on the body of the risen Jesus are the sign of the risen!’”
“Faced with the continuing signs of war, as well
battle He fought and won for us, won with the
as the many painful setbacks to life, Jesus Christ,
weapons of love, so that we might have peace
the victor over sin, fear and death, exhorts us not
and remain in peace.”
to surrender to evil and violence,” Pope Francis
“As we contemplate those glorious wounds,
urged. “May we be won over by the peace of
our incredulous eyes open wide; our hardened
Christ. Peace is possible; peace is a duty; peace
hearts break open and we welcome the Easter
message: ‘Peace be with you!’” he stated.
“Brothers and sisters, let us allow the peace
More POPE EASTER
of Christ to enter our lives, our homes, our
page 17
Pope Francis gives the Urbi et Orbi
blessing for Easter 2022.

POPE EASTER, from 16

April 28, 2022 • The Catholic WITNESS- 17
Afghanistan, where dangerous social tensions
are not easing and a tragic humanitarian crisis is
bringing great suffering to its people,” he said.
He asked the Lord to grant peace to the
entire continent of Africa, that terrorist attacks,
especially in the Sahel region, would end.
Pope Francis named Ethiopia, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, and South Africa as three
countries in particular need of prayers due to
violence, and humanitarian and environmental
crises.
“May the risen Christ accompany and assist
the people of Latin America, who in some cases
have seen their social conditions worsen in these
difficult times of pandemic, exacerbated as well
by instances of crime, violence, corruption and
drug trafficking,” he said.
He also prayed for the Catholic Church in
Canada, that the risen Lord will accompany it
on its journey of reconciliation with indigenous
peoples.
“May the Spirit of the risen Christ heal the
wounds of the past and dispose hearts to seek
truth and fraternity,” he stated.
At the end of the blessing, the crowd broke
out into cheers and chants of “Viva, Papa
Francesco.”

is everyone’s primary responsibility.”
An applause broke out when the pope
prayed for peace in Ukraine, “so sorely tried by
the violence and destruction of the cruel and
senseless war into which it was dragged.”
“In this terrible night of suffering and death,”
he said, “may a new dawn of hope soon appear.
Let there be a decision for peace. May there be
an end to the flexing of muscles while people are
suffering. Please, let us not get used to war. Let
us all commit ourselves to imploring peace, from
our balconies and in our streets. May the leaders
of nations hear people’s plea for peace.”
He said he holds the Ukrainian people, victims
of the war, in his heart.
The pope had a special word for the Ukrainian
children who are fleeing the war, especially those
who have been orphaned.
“As we look at them, we cannot help but hear
their cry of pain, along with that of all those other
children who suffer throughout our world: those
dying of hunger or lack of medical care, those
who are victims of abuse and violence, and those
denied the right to be born,” he said.
He urged people to be more sensitive and
attentive to situations of war and violence not
only in Europe, but
around the world.
To report suspected abuse of a minor,
In his blessing,
Pope Francis
please follow these two steps:
prayed for peace
in the Middle East:
For reconciliation
1-800-626-1608
1-800-932-0313
between Israelis
and Palestinians, for
peace in Lebanon,
Syria, and Iraq.
He also prayed
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
Child
Abuse
Hotline
a minor by a church official,
for stability in Libya
at 1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
and an end to the
calling the diocesan toll-free
forgotten, years-long
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
conflict in Yemen.
“We ask the risen
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
Lord for the gift of
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
reconciliation for
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Myanmar, where a
dramatic scenario of
Diocese of Harrisburg
hatred and violence
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
persists, and for

1

2
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’Rocks Lacrosse Looking for the Answer

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Things are looking a lot like last year as the
boys’ high school lacrosse season heads into
the final stretch of the regular season. Defending
District 3 Class 2A champion Trinity is continuing
its winning ways as it is undefeated in MidPenn league play with a May 4 showdown
against archrival Cumberland Valley looming.
The Shamrocks are nearly assured a number
one seed in the District 3 tournament, which will
culminate in May.
The only blemish on the ’Rocks’ slate has
been an early season drubbing, 20-6, by District
7 powerhouse Mars, who beat Trinity in the PIAA
state quarterfinals last year at Penn State to
end the ’Rocks stellar season. Have the ’Rocks
seriously improved enough since that April 2 loss
to compete for a state championship come June?
They clearly have been beating worthy teams
handily behind the great play of senior FOGO
(face-off go off) specialist Justin Bordner, who
is winning more than 90 percent of his face-offs
this season. Arguably one of the best center X
players to ever have donned a uniform in the
Mid-Penn Conference, the Division I Providence
College-bound Bordner gives the ’Rocks a huge
edge in possession time, which leads to more
quality scoring chances.
“I believe we are capable of winning another
District 3 championship,” Bordner said. “We have

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Nick Chirieleison, freshman, draws a hold penalty
against the Fighting Irish’s close defense.

Trinity senior, Justin Bordner, is not just a face-off
specialist; he is a dangerous mid-fielder too.
what it takes to do so….. We are also capable of
winning a state championship. Last year was a
huge step forward for Trinity Lacrosse, making it
to the state quarterfinals before losing to Mars….
Losing to Mars earlier this season was a good
thing for us; it shows us that we can be beaten
and that we need to work harder. If we want it
bad enough, we can win it all.”
Trinity is solid in cage as well behind the senior
leadership of goalie J.R. Long (Division I bound
to Holy Cross), who has only given up double
digit goals once, against Mars. He is the rock
behind a close defense that continues to gain
needed experience, given they lost several key
long poles to graduation last year.
But, arguably this team’s unit strength is its
formidable attack triad, led by junior Raj Chima,
who tallied six goals in a dominating 15-4 win
against the Fighting Irish of York Catholic at
COBO Field last weekend. Two days later, they
handled Berks Catholic with little trouble as the
Saints could not handle the possession time
Trinity generated in dominant face-off play.
Will the ’Rocks win their last game of the
season this year, which is their goal? Can they
win the ground ball battles so needed for big
game wins? Can the defense defend against
excellent experienced lacrosse players? Does
Trinity have the bench depth to play 48 minutes
of full throttle lacrosse? Questions loom, with
answers coming soon for this excellent lacrosse
program looking to win the last one.
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classes separately and mixedin for lunch and activities. There
were 1,600 students in our high
A series of profiles on clergy and religious
school.
The bishop invited priests,
Sister Barbara Sable, SS.C.M.
the Congregation of Saint
Hometown: Gary, Indiana
Basil, from Canada to teach the
boys, and the Sisters of Saints
Education: St. Mark School in Gary,
Cyril and Methodius – whom
Ind.; Andrean High School, Merrillville,
he knew from when he was a
Ind.; BA, Alvernia University, Reading,
pastor at the Slovak parish in
Pa.; MS, University of Dayton, OH; MSW
Gary – to teach the girls. That’s
Loyola University, Chicago, Ill.
where my connection with
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Current Assignment: General Superior
Methodius began.
of the Congregation of the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius, Danville,
When did you first begin to
Pennsylvania
consider religious life?
It was during high school,
Talk about your childhood and Europe. When the people came, and it was because of what I
where you grew up.
U.S. Steel gave them land for
saw in the Sisters who taught
I’m originally from Gary,
a church and helped each of
there. I saw examples of joyous
Indiana, not too far from
those different groups build
service, of Sisters who had
Chicago. I belonged to St. Mark churches. There was one for
concern for all the students,
Parish in Gary. As a child, I also Italians, one for Lithuanians, one of a community life that they
attended the grade school there. for Polish and one for Slovaks,
seemed to enjoy. They seemed
I am the second of four children for example. St. Mark Parish
to be real, authentic people.
and the only girl. Typical of
had been primarily German, but I think I also gave it thought
Catholic families of that time and when I was there, there wasn’t
because in classes that
era, we all went to the Catholic
anything particularly ethnic about graduated before me, there
grade school and were active
it.
were people I knew who had
in activities at the school. I was
My graduating class in grade
entered the community.
active in CYO sports and in Girl school was large. There were
I found that the careers that
Scouts, and remained in Girl
120 of us. That was kind of
I had considered up until then
Scouts throughout high school.
typical for the time. After grade
were opportunities that could
We did different parish activities school, I went to Andrean High
be delivered through religious
too.
School, which had been built not life as well. I had often thought
Gary was a good place to
too long before that. There had
about being a teacher and the
call home. It was safe, there
been two high schools in our
Sisters were teachers, so it
was a lot of employment. In
area, but Gary wasn’t named
made a good fit for me.
those days, it was still full of
its own diocese until 1956.
You entered at the
what had been ethnic parishes, One of the first things the new
Motherhouse in Danville.
because that is how the city was bishop, Andrew Grutka, did was
What was that experience
settled and built, in cooperation to have a new high school built
like?
with the steel mills. When U.S.
for all the students in the area.
There were a lot of surprises
Steel planned the city, they
When they formulated the plan,
because at that point, the only
envisioned neighborhoods of
they determined that the high
Sisters of Saints Cyril and
different ethnic populations. The school would be co-institutional.
company frequently recruited
There were boys and girls in
More THE CALLED
people from central and eastern the school, but we all attended
page 20
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Methodius that I knew were
those who had either been my
teachers or had been missioned
at my high school. At the time
I attended high school, there
were 24 Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius teaching at the
high school. I did get a good
cross-section and I thought it
was wonderful that they were so
different and yet got along and
lived in community.
It was only when I came
to Danville that I learned
some larger things about the
community, like the fact that
they had been historically
Slovak. These many years later,
it continues to be a good fit for
me.
In the early days, the week
of my First Profession helped
set me up for what to expect for
the rest of my religious life. We
were preparing prayerfully and
quietly for our First Profession,
and it was when Hurricane
Agnes spun and stalled over
Pennsylvania in 1972. Our
Motherhouse here in Danville
is on a hill, so we became a
center and a place of refuge
for people in town and the
nearby countryside who had
lost their homes. We set up
classrooms and the auditorium
as dormitories. Helicopters
were coming to our grounds to
drop off food and supplies. The
novitiate became the center for
pets, because a lot of people
brought their pets with them.
Nearly every morning, a Sister
would walk over from the main
building carrying a wet cat or
dog under her poncho. We
wanted to make the people
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as comfortable as possible
made in those five years was
because we understood that
to give Sisters the opportunity
healing and recovery are
– if they wished – to make their
holistic. Yes, we made sure the
Final Vows in a place other
people had a cot and food, and
than the Motherhouse. Up until
they were dry, but there was
that time, both First and Final
more to them seeing a future for Vows were always made at the
themselves; realizing their pet
Motherhouse. The option they
was safe and would one day go gave was that you could make
home with them was part of it.
them in the parish church or a
At that time, First Profession
place where you served.
was a closed ceremony only
I took that option, and asked
to be attended by members of
to make my Final Vows in the
the religious community. But in
chapel at Andrean High School,
our case, any of the displaced
where I graduated. It was for a
people who were living in the
number of reasons, but mostly
building at the time could attend because I knew my larger
the ceremony if they wanted to. family would never be able to
The day of our First Profession, travel to Pennsylvania, and I
the church was full of people
wanted them to be part of it.
we were assisting. There were
I also selected the chapel so
so many people there who
that my Final Vows could serve
were crying; some tears of joy
as an example to the larger
because of the beauty of the
community. It seemed to me to
ceremony, and others because
be a good way to speak about
they had lost everything.
religious life and vocations to a
We still meet people in town
larger group.
who reference those days and
The chapel wasn’t large, so
recall they were welcomed to
it was jam-packed with Sisters
the grounds at that time. It’s an
in the choir loft, and we had a
experience you don’t forget.
reception in the courtyard of the
It taught me that God is full of
convent there. When I think of
surprises; that what we think we that day, it combines that sense
know, we don’t really know; and of inclusion and outreach. Some
that there are lots of ways to
of the Sisters there were also
serve.
my teachers in high school, so
that also was a special part.
Tell me about the day of your
Final Profession.
In what ministries have you
Final Profession was five
served, and where?
years later, in 1977. Between
I began my religious life
First Profession and Final
in education, and for the first
Profession, there was a lot
number of years I was an
going on in the Universal
elementary school teacher
Church. Vatican II was asking
and then a high school
religious congregations to look
teacher, guidance counselor
at their constitutions and the
and guidance director. As a
laws by which they lived. One of
More THE CALLED
the changes my congregation
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teacher, I was in New York,
South Carolina, Connecticut
and a couple of places
in Pennsylvania. I was in
Swoyersville in the Diocese of
Scranton; and then guidance
director at the former Bishop
Hafey High School in Hazleton
in the Diocese of Scranton. I
also served at the residential
high school for girls we had
here in Danville, St. Cyril
Academy in the Diocese of
Harrisburg. At the academy,
I was an English teacher,
guidance director and dormitory
supervisor.
After my assignment at
Bishop Hafey, I went back
home to Gary and thought that
I would teach at Andrean, but
instead I wound up as a case
manager at Catholic Charities
in the Diocese of Gary. I served
for ten years, first as a case
manager, then as Refugee and
Resettlement Director, overall
Program Manager and interim
CEO. I served there until I
was elected to leadership with
the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius.
The years in Catholic
Charities were wonderful and
challenging. The motto of
Catholic Charities, “Providing
Help, Creating Hope,” was
something I tried to bring to the
programs I directed or created. I
had a lot of opportunities not to
just serve in existing programs,
but also to create programs that
really reflected help and hope.
For example, we had a very
active food pantry that served a
lot of people. To that, we added
a nutrition education program,
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so that the people would know
of time while still on the streets,
what was healthy. In that
so they didn’t get approved for
program, as with many others,
housing. We built a program
we always looked to see with
that placed them in housing first
whom we could collaborate,
with a lot of case management
where existing programs could
and their mental health
enrich each other. With the
improved immediately because
nutrition education program,
they were off the streets. That
we collaborated with Purdue
made them more inclined,
University. They provided the
then, to do the work that was
teachers, we provided the
necessary for them to retain
class and we got the parishes
their housing and continue
to donate some incentives.
working on improved mental
We did the same with our rent
health.
and utility assistance program.
Some of our clients needed
You currently serve as
the assistance, but we could
General Superior of your
tell there was a piece missing,
congregation. When did you
so we added budgeting and
take that role, and what does
financial education so they
it involve?
would hopefully be able to get
In 2011, I was elected to
ahead.
leadership in my congregation.
With refugee resettlement,
Our leadership structure is such
it was a small but robust
that we have five people on the
program and I was able to
leadership team, and only two
invite a lot of churches from all
of them are required to live in
denominations to help. Not only Danville; the three others can
were we able to successfully
continue with their assigned
provide refugees with initial food ministries while serving as
and housing, we could also
members of the team. I was
secure jobs, English classes
elected in 2011 as Assistant
and friends for them in the
to the General Superior, and
community.
that required my presence in
One of my favorite programs
Danville. I served four years in
with Catholic Charities in the
that capacity, was re-elected
Diocese of Gary was one that
for another four years, and
we created for individuals who
then a bonus year because of
had serious mental illness and
Covid and our inability to gather
were chronically homeless.
and have another election.
We devised a “Housing First,”
Last year, we had our normal
program. Existing programs
elections, and that’s when I was
were difficult for these
elected General Superior.
individuals to access because
It’s a role that is different for
applicants wouldn’t be approved every religious congregation,
for housing unless they fulfilled
depending on their ministries
some requirement first, like
and where they live. My
long-term participation in
congregation serves only in
therapy. Often, people couldn’t
More THE CALLED
do that for an extended period
page 22
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the United States; we are an
American foundation, originally
founded in 1909 to teach the
children of Slovak immigrants
and to serve their families.
Right now, we continue to
serve in different capacities in
Pennsylvania, New York, South
Carolina, Texas, Indiana and
Illinois. In most of those places,
it’s a small presence of three
or four Sisters and we serve as
teachers, pastoral assistants,
chaplains and program
directors. There are 54 Sisters
in our Congregation.
My role and that of the four
members of the leadership team
is to inspire and coordinate the
life of the Congregation. We do
that by supporting the Sisters
prayerfully and spiritually and
assisting them in whatever
ministry-related needs they

might have to ensure that the
ministries they serve in are still
viable and needed for God’s
Kingdom. Alert to the signs and
needs of the times, it is my role
to lead the Congregation in
Gospel fidelity to the mission of
the Church.
My job also entails helping to
oversee and direct the outreach
of our ministries for the good of
the Church. We have a number
of places where we serve in
ministries sponsored by a
Diocese. We also have what
we call sponsored ministries,
which are our own, and those
include the Franciscan Center
in South Carolina – a multifaceted, social service outreach
to the poor who live in and
around St. Helena Island.
Another sponsored ministry is
the Saint Cyril Pre-school and
Kindergarten here in Danville on
the Motherhouse grounds. We
also have the Spiritual Center

Were You Married In

19 7 2?

Celebrate your Golden Jubilee Mass
Celebrated by
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Sunday, July 10, 2022 | 2:00 p.m.
Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill
Please contact your parish office with
your name and address if you are celebrating
your 50th Wedding Anniversary this year.

here, where we offer retreats
and spiritual direction. Our
largest sponsored ministry is
Maria Joseph Continuing Care
Community, also in Danville. It
provides a variety of services for
the elderly, which is something
we have done since the
foundation of our community in
1909. We have homes for the
independent elderly, and also
provide personal care, skilled
care and memory care.
What advice would you
give a young woman who is
discerning religious life?
Come and see. If you’ve
thought about religious life,
connect with a Sister. Ask to
visit the community, to eat with
the community, to pray with the
community. Have conversations.
Take things beyond just thinking
about it; come and see what
religious life is like.
Religious life has always
has been part of
the Church, and it’s
always been about
serving God’s people,
through both prayer
and action. For a
young woman who
would like to be part
of something bigger,
consider religious life.
(Interview
conducted by Jen
Reed, The Catholic
Witness.)
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St. Catherine was a third-order Dominican,
peacemaker and counselor to the pope.
She singlehandedly ended the Avignon exile of the
successors of Peter in the 14th century.
The co-patron of Italy and of Europe, she was born in
Siena, on the feast of the Annunciation, March 25, 1347.
Her twin sister died in infancy.
She
exhibited an
unusually
independent
character
as a child
and an
exceptionally
intense
prayer life.
When she
was seven years old, she had the first of her mystical
visions, in which she saw Jesus surrounded by saints
and seated in glory. In the same year, she vowed to
consecrate her virginity to Christ. When, at the age of 16,
her parents decided that she should marry, she cut off
her hair to make herself less appealing, and her father,
realizing that he couldn’t contend with her resolve, let her
have her way.
She joined the Dominican Tertiaries and lived a deep
and solitary life of prayer and meditation. St. Catherine
suffered many intense periods of desolation alongside
her mystical ecstasies, often feeling totally abandoned by
God.
She ended her solitude at this point and began tending
to the sick, poor and marginalized, especially lepers. She
attracted a band of disciples, two of whom became her
confessors and biographers, and together they served
Christ in the poor with even greater ardor.
The Lord called her to a more public life while she was
still in her 20s, and she established correspondences
with many influential figures. Great political acts which
are attributed to her include achieving peace between
the Holy See and Florence who were at war, to convince
the pope to return from his Avignon exile, which he did in
1376, and to heal the great schism between the followers
of the legitimate Pope, Urban VI, and those who opposed
him in 1380. She achieved this while on her deathbed.
In 1375, while visiting Pisa, she received the stigmata,
even though they never appeared on her body during
her lifetime, owing to her request to God. They appeared
only on her incorruptible body after her death. She died in
Rome on April 29, 1380, at the age of 33.

Obituary:
Deacon Rodrigue Mortel
Deacon
Rodrigue
Mortel, 88,
of Hershey,
passed away
peacefully
in his home
surrounded
by his family
on Friday,
April 22,
2022. He
was born on
December 3, 1933 in St. Marc, Haiti.
After graduating from medical
school in Haiti, Deacon Mortel
received training in obstetrics and
gynecology at Hahnemann Medical
College and in gynecologic oncology
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center. During his 30-year tenure at
the Penn State College of Medicine,
he became a full Professor and
in 1982, became the first black
foreign educated doctor to chair one
of the 126 United States medical
schools Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology. He occupied that
position for 13 years.
In 1995, he was promoted to
Associate Dean and founding
Director of the Penn State University
Cancer Center. Before he retired from
medicine, Deacon Mortel studied
at St. Mary’s Seminary University
in Baltimore and was ordained a
permanent deacon for the Catholic
Church in 2001. He also served as
the Director of the Missions Office
for the Archdiocese of Baltimore and
deacon at St. Joan of Arc Parish in
Hershey and his hometown parish in
St. Marc, Haiti.
In 1997, he created the Mortel
More DEACON MORTEL,
page 26

Exult in God’s Mercy!
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, a friend
of mine had the amazing
experience of chanting the
Exsultet during the Easter Vigil.
Different forms of this prayer
have been sung during the
Easter Vigil since the seventh
century. My friend sang this
prayer as he celebrated the
six month-anniversary of his
sobriety. Only a very few of his
friends were aware that he was
celebrating this milestone. As
the incense wafted around the
ambo during his proclamation,
I could not help thinking that
the “cloud” represented the
presence of God within the
temple!
He chanted, “O wonder
of your humble care for us!
O love, O charity beyond all
telling, to ransom a slave you
gave away your Son!” Tears
gently fell from my eyes. His
proclamation of this ageless
prayer, for me, exemplified what
the Resurrection is all about:
through the mercy and love of
God, we are made new. We
are resurrected from death and
sin not only by Jesus’ death
on the cross, but also by what
happened in the tomb.
I can see you nodding
as you read this. However,
have you ever thought about
the fact that as we celebrate
Easter, the anniversary of the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we live in a world that
still experiences death, war,
addiction, racism and an entire
multitude of other evils? How
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can we truly understand what
the resurrected Christ can tell
us? The one thing that we can
understand is the transformative
power of love in the world.
Isn’t this what the Resurrection
stories show us – the power of
that love?
Consider: “In his 2020
encyclical Fratelli tutti, Pope
Francis gives us a possible
understanding. In his closing
prayer, he writes: ‘Grant that
we Christians may live the
Gospel, discovering Christ in
each human being, recognizing
him crucified in the sufferings
of the abandoned and forgotten
of our world, and risen in each
brother or sister who makes a
new start.’
This beautiful prayer
suggests at least part of what
the crucifixion and empty tomb
are trying to show us. First,
in the crucifixion, we see that
God is suffering in and with us
humans as we suffer – in all our
human crucifixions of racism,
injustice, poverty, oppression,
violence, abandonment,
misunderstanding, meanspiritedness, and hate. And
then, in the Resurrection, we
see that God is rising with every
brother or sister whenever they
rise and make a new start.”1
Another way of looking at this
is: In the resurrected form, His
closest friends did not recognize
Him. His living body still had
wounds that were open; you
could put your fingers in them!
These wounds were not wounds
of the horror of the event that
happened on Friday. Nope. Not

in the least!
These
wounds
were not
reminders
of what
happened;
they were
transformed
into proof
of His
unselfish,
“Thoughts from a
selfCatholic Evangelist”
emptying
love for us!
As my friend journeyed
through the 12 Steps of AA,
and continues to even today, he
voiced to me that he discovered
a “silver lining” to his addiction.
He learned up close and
personal about the gift and
grace of being an addict. He
learned about God’s mercy
and love even when he was
too drunk to accept it! He also
discovered that if he was “true”
to the program, God could use
his brokenness to not only help
others, but to be patient and
forgiving of others. After all, we
pray in the Our Father, “forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive
others.” God has forgiven us,
and we are called to live that
out.
This is a message that’s
certainly something to be
exultant about!
Knipper, J. J., ed. Hungry,
and you fed me: Homilies and
reflections for Cycle C. Clear
Vision Publishing. (2012). pg.
90.
1
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls
and the consolation of their loved ones.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary:
Carolyn (Dawn) Kuhn
Ken Jacoby
Mary Zimmer

Harrisburg
St. Margaret Mary:
Josephine Dominick
Frank Favasuli
Barbara Weller

Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Vincent Poloney
Henry J. Arnold Jr.

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Robert “Bob” Joline

Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
Edward Spangler
Bonneauville
St. Joseph the Worker:
Barbara A. Clabaugh
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Josephine Edmundowicz
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Mary Regina
Klunk Dolheimer

St. John Neumann:
Jeannie Hubbs
Elizabeth Foulke
Charles Long
Dorothea Burkey
Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Phillip Gingrich
Teresa Fensterbush
McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
William G. Adams
Richard Welty

Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Linda Atkinson
Carol English                     

Mechanicsburg
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:
Lawrence Edwards
Samuel Scordato
Clara Scordato
Andrew Caporale

Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul:
George O’Brien

Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Bob Mraz

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in May during the past 25 years:
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 2013
Father Dominick Mammarella, 2020
Father John C. Kemper, PSS, 2020
Deacon Joseph J. Wrabel, 2021
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Albert Kieski
Ida E. Bevivino

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Jacqueline A. Jones
Frederick F. Suess

Our Lady of Mount
Carmel:
Maria Bridy
Rena O’Gara

Selinsgrove
St. Pius X:
Robert Hessek, Sr.

New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
William Lonnquist
New Holland
Our Lady of Lourdes:
Norman Kouba
Quarryville
St. Catherine of Siena:
Edward Novotny

Sunbury
St. Monica:
Robert Sabol
York
St. Joseph:
James Holtzer
Wanda Walker
Patrick Henry
Andrew Zolko
St. Rose of Lima:
Donna M. Nicholas
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Obituary: Sister
Mara Beadle, SCC

Sister Mara Beadle,
SCC, died April 21 at
her congregation’s
Motherhouse in
Mendham, N.J. She
was 93.
Born Florence Beadle
in Scranton, Pa., she
was the last of seven
children in the family of Fred Beadle and
Mary (Blacksmith) Beadle. She entered the
Sisters of Christian Charity and received
her Holy Habit on August 21, 1944. On
August 20, 1952, she professed Final Vows
in her Community. Sister Mara continued
her education, receiving a B.A. from
Marywood, and an M.S. from Marywood in
Counselor Education.
For many years, Sister Mara enjoyed
teaching in elementary schools in
Pennsylvania, New York, and Florida. By
1973, she became a Guidance Director in
Morris Catholic High School in Denville,
N.J., and continued at Bishop Hafey High
School in Hazleton, Pa., and Central
Catholic High School in Reading, Pa.
In July of 1993, Sister Mara had the
privilege of a Spiritual Renewal in Rome
and Germany, after which she took up
residence in Holy Spirit Hospital Convent in
Camp Hill. She served as a volunteer and
assisted the Hospitality Coordinator in the
hospital until her retirement in 2018 to the
Motherhouse in Mendham, N.J.
Sister Mara was pre-deceased by her
brothers Edward and Nicholas and by her
sisters Julie, Louise, Edna, and Mimi. She
is survived by 11 nieces, 13 nephews, and
many great nieces and great nephews.
The Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated April 27 in the Chapel of
Mary Immaculate at the Motherhouse in
Mendham, N.J., followed by interment in
Holy Cross Cemetery on the Motherhouse
grounds.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Sisters of Christian Charity,
350 Bernardsville Rd., Mendham, NJ
07945.

DEACON MORTEL, from 23
Family Charitable Foundation, which is now known
as the Mortel High Hopes for Haiti Foundation, to
serve the poorest of the poor in Haiti. The Foundation
currently operates numerous schools that serve over
1,500 children and adults. Deacon Mortel published
three books, 135 articles and chapters in books as
well as editorials in various periodicals including The
New York Times and The Washington Post.
For his numerous achievements, Deacon Mortel
received many awards and occupied leadership
positions in all prestigious obstetrical and
gynecological societies in this country. He received
the United States Public Health Service Award in
1970, the prestigious Horatio Alger Award in 1985
(From Rags to Riches), and the highly coveted
Faculty Scholar Medal from the Pennsylvania State
University for outstanding achievement in the area
of health sciences in 1986. He was the creator and
founding Chairman of the Gynecologic Cancer
Foundation (GCF) and became, in 1994, the first
foreigner to be President of the elite American
Society of Gynecologic Oncologists (SGO).
In 2013, the Penn State University College of
Medicine named one of its four learning communities
the Mortel Society and in 2015, Deacon Mortel
received the Penn State Alumni Association’s
Honorary Alumnus Award.
Surviving are his loving wife of 50 years, Cecilia
(Shahhein) Mortel and their two children, Denise
Mortel Mitchell and Renee Mortel Joy (Kenneth),
son Ronald Mortel (La-Ong Ferguson) and daughter
Michele Hall (Darryl) from a previous marriage; seven
grandchildren, Brenda and Trevor Hall, Jonathan,
Kayla and Alyssa Mitchell, Alexis and Brooklyn Joy;
sister, Dinah Jacques; and a host of extended family
members and close friends.
A vigil prayer service will begin at 5:00 p.m. on May
1 followed by visitation until 7:00 p.m., at St. Joan
of Arc Catholic Church, Hershey. Mass of Christian
Burial, celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer, will be
at 11:00 a.m. on May 2 at the church. Interment will
follow in the Hershey Cemetery. The Mass will be
livestreamed at www.stjoanhershey.org.
In lieu of flowers, the family prefers memorial
contributions be made to the Mortel High Hopes for
Haiti Foundation, P.O. Box 405, Hershey, PA 17033
or www.highhopesforhaiti.org.
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DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

A Mass of Thanksgiving
to God for all newly initiated
and newly received will take
place May 22 at 4 p.m. at St.
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg.
Parishes are asked to register
and send their parishioners who

were initiated and/or received
during the past two years, along
with sponsors, to participate in
this inaugural event. Registration
can be found at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/event/mass-ofthanksgiving/. Please register by
May 15, 2022.
St. Rose of Lima Church
in York will host Padre Pio’s
relics on May 5 and 6. St. Pio
of Pietrelcina is known for his
piety and charity and especially

Diocese Young Adult Ca
tho
burg
lics
rris
Ha

One Church, One Family
John 17:20-26

A retreat for all young adults (age 20s and 30s), married or single

Save the Date
Friday, May 27th Sunday, May 29th

DAILY MASS | ADORATION | CONFESSION |
GROUP DISCUSSIONS | FELLOWSHIP |
PRAISE AND WORSHIP MUSIC

for the five wounds of our
Lord’s passion that appeared on
his body, making him the first
stigmatized priest in the history
of the Catholic Church. Mass
will be celebrated the morning
of May 5, at a time still to
be announced by the parish.
Veneration will take place
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. On May 6,
veneration will be from 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Mass. For more
information, call the parish at
717-846-4935.
St. Joan of Arc
Church, Hershey, will
host a quarterly SensoryFriendly Mass for persons
with sensory sensitivity or
other disabilities. Dimmer
lighting, no music, and
a shorter homily, among
other adaptations, are
included in this Mass to
promote a fully inclusive
environment. Masses are
planned on the following
Sundays starting at 2 p.m.:
Easter: May 15, 2022; Fall:
October 9, 2022; Advent:
December 11, 2022.
Every effort will be made
to accommodate all in
attendance, and all behaviors
are welcome. Families
are encouraged to bring
materials that can assist
with comfort during the
liturgy (i.e. noise-canceling
headphones, wiggle seats,
weighted blankets, fidgets,
etc.) For more information,
contact the Parish Office at
717-533-7168 or Office@
More NOTEBOOK, page 28
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and $130 for the lodge. More
details and registration can be
stjoanhershey.org. All are
found online at https://www.
Good
Shepherd
Parish
in
welcome to attend.
hbgdiocese.org/event/yaretreat/.
Camp
Hill
will
offer
the
Knights of Columbus
Virtual Mother’s Day
Grieving
with
Great
Hope
Council 2314 will sponsor a
retreat for those in a season of
program,
every
Wednesday
Festival of Praise event at St.
infertility. Mother’s Day can
evening
from
6:30-8:30
p.m.,
Joseph Church in Danville on
be the hardest day of the year
beginning
May
4
and
concluding
Friday, May 6. The event will
for those who carry the cross of
June
1.
The
program
will
take
include Eucharistic Adoration
infertility and pregnancy loss.
place
in
the
parish
hall.
All
are
and contemporary Christian
But you don’t have to face it
welcome to attend. Anyone
music. The festival will also
alone. Springs in the Desert, a
interested
in
the
program
should
include music by Christopher
Catholic ministry that provides
contact
Sister
Donna
Marie
Wood, director of young adult
community for those who are
Kemberling,
SCC,
pastoral
ministry at St. John the Baptist
struggling with infertility, is
associate,
at
sdmkemberling@
Parish in New Freedom. The
offering a free, virtual, and selfthegoodshep.org
or
717-980event is scheduled from 7:30paced Mother’s Day retreat,
3610.  
9 p.m., with doors opening at
May 6-8, entitled, “ARISE!”
An
in-person
Women
of
7:15 p.m. There will be light
Learn more and register
Grace
Foundational
Study
will
refreshments and additional
at https://springsinthedesert.org/
begin
May
3
at
Holy
Name
of
contemporary Christian music in
arise/. Questions? E-mail info@
Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, and
the St. Joseph School cafeteria
springsinthedesert.org.
run
for
nine
weeks.
The
study
following the time of Eucharistic
The Harrisburg Diocesan
program
leads
women
on
a
Adoration.
Council of Catholic Women
journey
to
discover
the
gift
God
A Charismatic Mass with
(HDCCW) invites all women
has
given
them,
and
includes
prayers for healing will be
of the Diocese to its Tenth
DVD
lessons
from
Johnnette
celebrated May 3 at 7 p.m. at
Annual Weekend Retreat
Williams
and
a
book
study.
St. Theresa Church in New
being held on the beautiful
More
information
is
available
Cumberland. The celebrant will
campus of Mount St. Mary’s
by
contacting
Linda
K.
Keister
be Father Bernard-Mary Ayo
University, Emmitsburg, Md.
at
lkanzkei@msn.com
or
717Oniwe, O.P., pastor of St. Peter
The retreat begins on Friday
732-0772.
Parish in Elizabethtown. For
evening, June 10, and concludes
Retreats &
information, please call Mary
at noon on Sunday, June 12.
Ann at 717-512-3628 or Vicki at
The Retreat Master is Msgr.
Pilgrimages
717-364-6260.
William King, Vice Rector of
A young adult retreat,
Were you married in 1972?
Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary. The
“One Church, One Family,”
In honor of your 50th wedding
registration deadline is May 16.
will be held May 27-29 at
anniversary, the Diocese of
Registration forms and more
Christian Retreat Center in
Harrisburg will have a special
details are available on the
East Waterford, Pa. This retreat
Mass and reception on Sunday,
HDCCW website, http://hdccw.
for young adults (20s and 30s,
July 10 at 2 p.m. at Good
married or single) includes daily webs.com/retreat.
Shepherd Church in Camp Hill. Mass, Adoration, Confession,
A pilgrimage to the Shrine
Bishop Ronald Gainer will be
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in
group discussions, fellowship,
the celebrant. To receive an
and praise and worship.
More NOTEBOOK, page 29
invitation, please contact your
Registration is $95 for a cabin
parish office.
NOTEBOOK, from 27

Education &
Enrichment
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St. Patrick Parish in York
will hold a Blessing of the
Emmitsburg, Md., is being
Bikes on Saturday, May 7 at
sponsored by the Companions
10 a.m. The entire community
on a Journey, a ministry at Holy
is welcome. There will be a
Trinity Parish in Columbia.
blessing for bikes of all types,
The pilgrimage will be on
asking God for safety and the
Events &
Saturday, April 30. The coach
protection of His angels. The
Fundraisers
bus will depart from the Holy
blessing will be in the parish
Trinity parking lot at 7:30 a.m.
Holy Family Radio AM720
parking lot at East College and
and return at approximately 5
is holding their second annual South Beaver streets. For more
p.m. The day includes a tour
on-line auction. Gift cards
information, contact St. Patrick
of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
to lots of local restaurants,
Parish at 717-848-2007 or
Shrine, a tour of the homes of
artwork, gift baskets, and other
visit https://stpatrickyork.org.
the first Sisters of Charity, a visit great items will be available
The Knights in Action
to the gravesite of St. Elizabeth
for bid. All proceeds benefit
Golf Tournament is seeking
Ann Seton, and a visit to the
Holy Family Radio, a non-profit sponsors and players for
Grotto at Mount St. Mary’s. Cost 501(c)3 organization. Visit
the event, which will benefit
is $65, which includes bus fare,
www.720whyf.com and click
the Diocesan camp at Camp
lunch and all fees and gratuities. on the link to the auction, which Kirchenwald. The camp is
For more information or to sign- is May 13-21, concluding on
administered by the Diocesan
up for the pilgrimage, please
the final day at 9 p.m. For more
Office of Ministry with People
contact the parish office at 717information, call 717-525-8110. with Disabilities every August.
684-2711.
The 20th Annual Interfaith
The gold tournament is June
Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend Shelter Golf Classic to benefit
11 at the Carlisle Barracks
Retreats, a safe place to renew, Catholic Charities will take
Golf Club, with a shotgun
rebuild and redeem hearts
place on Monday, May 9 at
start at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $75/
broken by abortion, will be May Colonial Country Club in
player, $25/guest for the
27-29, July 15-17, September
Harrisburg. Registration starts at Saturday tournament banquet.
23-25 and November 4-6. If you 11:30 a.m. with golf beginning
Registration deadline May 21.
or someone you know needs
at 1 p.m. The day includes a
Early Registration is May 15
healing after an abortion, please registration gift, a boxed lunch,
and a discount of $280 for a
call 717-788-4959 or contact
practice area and putting green,
foursome. For more information,
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats at
18 holes of golf (scramble
call Mike Yakubick at 717www.undefeatedcourage.org.
format) with cart, and a buffet
329-2725 or Steve Franchak at
Rachel’s Vineyard
dinner after golf. Various team
717-695-3506. Registration and
Ministries will host a Rachel’s
and skill prizes available, as well sponsorship forms are available
Vineyard Retreat for Healing
as a fantastic sports memorabilia at https://Knightsinaction.org.
after Abortion the weekend of
auction and other door prizes.
The musical production
June 24-26 at the Mariawald
Registration is $100 per player,
“Godspell” scheduled at St.
Retreat Center in Reading, Pa.,
and various sponsorships with
Katharine Drexel Parish in
sponsored by Catholic Charities additional benefits are available. Mechanicsburg has been
of the Diocese of Allentown.
For more information, visit
cancelled due to illness among
The retreat is an opportunity for www.cchbg.org or contact
cast members. Anyone who
any person who struggles with
Christopher Meehan at 717-657emotional and spiritual pain
More NOTEBOOK, page 30
4804 or cmeehan@cchbg.org.
NOTEBOOK, from 28

of past abortion(s). For more
information or to register, call
Carol at 610-435-1541, ext.
373 or email carolswavely@
ptd.net. All requests are strictly
confidential.
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NOTEBOOK, from 29

purchased tickets for the
April 29 and 30 shows will be
reimbursed through the online
ticket agency. The parish hopes
to reschedule the performance
this fall.
St. Joan of Arc Parish
in Hershey will have its
48th Annual Parish Festival,
June 9-11 from 5-10 p.m. each
night. Great homemade food,
children’s games and activities,
kids inflatable, face painting,
silent auction (including a trip
to Sicily), games of skill and
bingo. Raffle items include cash,
beautiful gift baskets, Hershey
restaurants, authentic sports
memorabilia, and a Christian
Pulisic jersey. Shop jewelry,
plants, garden bounties, bake
sale, crafts and more. Musical
entertainment on Thursday is DJ
Dave Willey; Friday is Crossing
Abbey Road; and Saturday is
the Happy Slovenes. For more
information, call 717-5337168 or visit www.sjafestival.
com.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Mechanicsburg is
having its first annual Spring
Bazaar on Saturday, May 21,
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring
vendors, raffles, book sales and
food. Browse and purchase
from a wide variety of over 40
vendors, take a chance at raffle
prizes such as a grill, bistro set,
bushel of crabs, many themed
items, lottery tickets and so
much more. Located at 310
Hertzler Road, Mechanicsburg.
St. Catherine Labouré

Parish in Harrisburg is hosting
a Spring Cleaning Community
Yard Sale on Saturday, May
14 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost is
$15 for one table or $25 for two
tables. Inside and outside tables
are available. Reserve your table
today at www.sclhbg.org/parish/
yardsale or by calling the parish
office at 717-564-1321, ext. 133.
Sacred Heart of Jesus
School in Lancaster will host
“Adult Recess,” an evening of
music, food and fun for adults,
on May 20 from 6-9 p.m. Enjoy
delicious “grown-up” versions
of favorite cafeteria foods and
play yard games with friends.
Tickets are $50 and can be
purchased at https://www.
accelevents.com/e/recess-inthe-courtyard. An online auction
begins May 19 at 6 p.m. and
concludes May 20 at 8 p.m.
St. Margaret Mary School
in Harrisburg will have its
15th annual 5K Run and Walk
on May 14 at 8:30 a.m. at the
school. The professionally-timed
event will have prizes for the
top three in male and female age
groups, plus the overall male
and female finishers. Proceeds
benefit the school. For more
information and to register, visit
stmm5k.webs.com.
York Catholic’s Athletic
Booster Club will host
a “Night at the Races”
on Saturday, May 7. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. Race post
time is at 6:15 p.m. The event
includes simulcast horse races,
silent auction, raffles, rip tickets,
and all you can eat food and
beverages with catering by

GingerBabies for $40. Tickets
are on sale through April 25 by
visiting www.yorkcatholic.org or
calling 717-846-8871, ext. 322.
Dress is casual. This event is for
ages 21+.
Mother Cabrini Parish,
Shamokin, announces its
“Beef ‘n Brew Bash” raffle
just in time for the 2022 picnic
season. One lucky winner will
receive a $300 gift certificate
to Irish Isle Provision and a
$200 gift certificate to Irish Isle
Beer Distributor. Tickets are $5
each. Buy five tickets and get
one free. Drawing will be held
on Monday, May 9. Tickets
are now available at the parish
office.
The 33rd annual
Mechanicsburg Area
Ecumenical Choir Concert
will perform on May 15 at
3 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
in Mechanicsburg. The choir
features 52 voices from 23 area
churches.
The Notre Dame Club of
Harrisburg is hosting a free
performance of the Notre
Dame Chorale, May 16 at 7
p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral in
Harrisburg. The event is free
but donations will gratefully be
accepted.
Lancaster Catholic High
School’s Fine and Performing
Arts (FPA) Department will
host a Fine & Performing Arts
Middle School Workshop on
Saturday, June 4 from 9 a.m.noon. The workshop will be free
to all middle school students,
More NOTEBOOK, page 31
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grades 5-8. LCHS will offer five different
mini-workshops throughout that morning with
interested students choosing one track for the
day. The options include chorus, band, guitar,
art and acting. Students must currently be taking
instrumental music (any length of time) and
supply their own instrument for the band track.
Students who chose guitar must supply their own
instrument, but no experience is necessary to
participate. All other workshops need no previous
experience or study. Students will break into their
workshop groups and create and play with LCHS
faculty and current students beginning at 9 a.m.
At 11:45 a.m., parents, guardians and guests are
welcome to a special performance by the students
in the choral, band, guitar and drama workshops.
Students who participate in the art workshop will
have a gallery of their work displayed for all to
see. For more information about the workshop
and to register, please visit www.lchsyes.org/
fpaworkshop/. Questions? Contact Lancaster
Catholic’s Fine & Performing Arts Director, Tony
Brill, at tbrill@lchsyes.org or call 717-509-0315.
Ballroom dancing, sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus of St. Aloysius Parish in
Littlestown, will take place May 14 from 7-10
p.m. in the parish hall. Evenings begin with a onehour lesson at 7 p.m., followed by open dancing
from 8-10 p.m. Please wear modest dress clothing.
Cost is $8 per person, $40 maximum per family.
Contact Jen Danieley at jennifereakle@hotmail.
com for more information.
The Oxford Hall shop is featuring items for
First Holy Communion. The shop, located at
233 Bridge Street in New Cumberland, will have
in-stock and special-order dresses, veils, suits,
gifts and accessories. Families can visit www.
oxfordhall.com for select items beginning in
January. Oxford Hall can also work with parishes’
dress and suit requirements to use as a guide with
customers. The shop is open seven days a week,
and available for appointments on select evenings
for individuals or small groups. For information,
call 717-774-8789 or e-mail oxfordhall@aol.com.

Job Openings
The Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking
principals for the following Catholic schools
for the 2022-2023 school year: St. Joseph School
in Hanover (www.sjshanover.org); Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary School (www.hbgcathelem.
org); St. Theresa School, New Cumberland
(www.sainttheresaschool.org); St. John the
Baptist School, New Freedom (www.sjbnf.
org); St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville
(www.stroseschoolpa.org); and St. Leo the
Great School in Rohrerstown (www.stleoschool.
org). Minimum qualifications: practicing,
knowledgeable Catholic; thorough understanding
of Catholic School Philosophy; commitment
to modeling the values of Catholic Educational
Leadership; PA Administrators Certificate (or in
process); Catechetical Certification (or in process)
and 5 years of teaching experience. For more
information see the employment listings at www.
hbgdiocese.org/careers. Send résumé and letter of
interest to Ann Everest, Department of Education,
Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit
Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710 or by e-mail to
aeverest@hbgdiocese.org.
Lancaster Catholic High School has an
immediate opening for a full-time Annual Fund
Director to join our Advancement Team. The
Annual Fund Director is an integral part of the
Lancaster Catholic Advancement Department,
reporting to the Director of Development and
President. This Director is a salaried, 12-month
staff member responsible for the strategic
leadership and implementation of all aspects of
the annual giving program, including engaging
volunteer stakeholders in support of Advancement
activities and programs. Responsibilities include:
cultivating and in-person solicitation of gifts
from donor prospects, planning and leading the
School’s Annual Fund Campaign, stewardship of
donors, foundation and corporate grant writing,
attracting support from the business community,
More NOTEBOOK, page 32
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submit a résumé and cover letter by April 30,
2022, to FrBDunkelberger@hbgdiocese.org.
St. Rose of Lima Parish in York is seeking
and maintaining a portfolio of leadership gift
a Financial Secretary/Bookkeeper for fullprospects. Requirements: Bachelor’s degree and
time or part-time work. This position requires
a minimum of two years of related experience.
an organized and detail-oriented individual with
Please submit your résumé to jobs@lchsyes.org.
solid keyboard skills, an overall knowledge
Lancaster Catholic High School has an
of general office procedures, familiarity with
immediate opening for a part-time experienced
office equipment, and proficiency in Microsoft
Staff Accountant, 20-28 hours per week. A
applications, most especially Word, Outlook
member of the four-person Business Office team,
and Excel. This person must have an adequate
the Staff Accountant is charged with providing
background in business and bookkeeping
accounting, reconciliation, reporting and analytic
or accounting to handle the office functions
support for the school. Responsibilities include
relating to cash receipts, accounts payable and
reconciliations, journal entries, reports to
payroll/benefits. Trustworthiness, reliability
leadership, and liaison with Diocesan HR and
and willingness to maintain confidentiality
Accounting staff. This position reports to the
are essential. The person must be a practicing
Lancaster Catholic President. The ideal candidate
Catholic in good standing. A high school
should have a 4-year degree or combination of
diploma, preferably with business curriculum,
education & experience. Please submit your
and two to three years of bookkeeping experience
résumé to jobs@lchsyes.org.
required and additional accounting/bookkeeping
Catholic Campus Ministry at Shippensburg
qualifications desirable. Knowledge of database
University is seeking an Associate Director
and spreadsheet applications are required.
of Catholic Campus Ministry, a full-time,
Interested persons should send a cover letter,
ten-month (equivalent) professional position to
résumé and two reference letters to Father
assist the Director of Catholic Campus Ministry
Dominic Azagbor, OP, at FrDAzagbor@
in leading our Christ-centered Catholic Campus
hbgdiocese.org. Deadline is April 30, 2022.
Ministry. Responsibilities include creating
The Diocese of Harrisburg has a full
innovative ways to bring people together;
time vacancy for Cemetery Maintenance
responding to inquiries about the Catholic
and Service at Holy Savior Cemetery, York.
faith; providing opportunities for young adult
Applicants must have skills in grounds
faith formation; attending weekly CCM Mass;
maintenance. The ability to operate a backhoe is
providing pastoral care to students; coordinating
highly desirable but training will be given. Other
retreats; mentoring individual students; overseeing
equipment that will be used: tractor, pickup,
organizational and financial responsibilities; and
mowers and a variety of small equipment related
guiding the student Leadership Team. We offer
to cemetery maintenance and operation. Must be
competitive salary and benefits. You must be a
a good team player who is able to take direction
practicing Roman Catholic possessing the ability
and demonstrate tact, courtesy and diplomacy.
to respect, promote, accommodate, and not be
Applicants must have a valid, clean Pennsylvania
in conflict with the mission, moral and social
driver’s license. Work is performed both indoors
teachings, doctrines, and laws of the Roman
and outdoors. This is a manual position requiring
Catholic faith and must be a Catholic in good
physical fitness with the ability to lift (up to 50
standing with the Church. Preferred candidates
lbs regularly), bend, stoop, climb and be mobile
will have previous experience in youth/young
adult ministry and a strong academic background
More NOTEBOOK, page 33
in a related field. All interested applicants should
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requires excellent communication, organizational,
human relations, managerial and problem solving
skills. Must have a working knowledge of Church
(on your feet) for most of the day. Applicants
teaching and an understanding of the mission/
must be able to work in all weather conditions to
vision/philosophy of a Roman Catholic parish. A
tight deadlines. Applicants must pass Diocesan
professional demeanor is essential in interacting
background checks. Applicants should send
résumé and cover letter to JBrlansky@hbgdiocse. with persons at many levels. The position requires
computer experience. A bachelor’s degree is
org. Please visit www.hbgdiocese.org/careers for
required as well as a minimum of three years
the full job description.
of experience in business administration and
St. Joseph Parish in York is accepting
personnel supervision. Experience with parish
applications for a full-time Director of Youth
operations is preferred. Interested applicants may
and Young Adult Ministry. The director will
submit their cover letter and résumé to Father
be part of the pastoral staff team, reporting
John Kuchinski at frkuchinski@stmarysyork.org.
directly to the Pastor. Interested applicants will
Morning Star Pregnancy Services is hiring!
be responsible for growing the parish’s current
Do you have a heart for Life? For supporting
youth and young adult ministries. Highlights
families unprepared for pregnancy? Morning Star
of the position are the Middle School SPARKS
is seeking a full-time Client Services Director
program, the High School IGNITE program
including the Fan the Fire Youth Rally, and Young to oversee client programs at our three Central
PA clinics. We also have openings for a partAdult Ministry. Candidates must have the ability
time ultrasound tech and part-time and full-time
to interact successfully with the public, with
counselor advocates. To learn more about these
parents and with fellow employees. Individuals
must have a minimum of three years related work opportunities, visit www.SupportMorningStar.
com/get-involved/job-openings.
experience. Applicants should send résumé and
St. Rose of Lima Parish in East Hanover,
cover letter to St. Joseph Parish, Attn: Mrs. Erin
N.J., is looking for a Youth Ministry Director
Maiolino, Parish Manager at Maiolino@sjy.org.
Sacred Heart Parish and School in Lancaster who will be responsible for implementing and
are seeking a full-time custodian. Tasks include leading a successful Life Teen & Edge program.
Experience as director of youth ministry in a
cleaning, sanitizing, and vacuuming on a regular
parish, or other proven leadership experience,
basis, routine maintenance including testing,
as well as experience with Life Teen is strongly
monitoring, and upkeep of emergency systems,
preferred. A letter of recommendation from
and seasonal duties such as stripping and waxing
your pastor as well as two additional letters
floors, and light grounds maintenance. The
position includes a competitive wage and benefits. are required. This position includes frequent
If you are interested in being part of a passionate, weekend and weeknight responsibilities. The
parish is prepared to offer a relocation bonus. For
Christ-centered team working in a lively,
elementary school environment, view more details application information, e-mail Kelly Robertazzi,
Youth Ministry Assistant, at krobertazzi@
on the parish website at www.sacredheartlanc.
saintroseoflimachurch.org or call Cathy
org and contact the rectory at 717-394-0757 or
Seborowski at 973-887-5572, ext. 128.
shparish@sacredheartsch.org.
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in York
is looking for a full-time Parish Administrative
Manager. This mature, responsible individual
should possess an in-depth understanding of
business and human resources. The position
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