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Bishop Gainer to Celebrate a Mass for Peace and Justice in Ukraine
observe the Blessed
Virgin receiving the
message from an angel
that through the power
of the Holy Spirit, she
would conceive a son,
Jesus, who would be the
Savior of the World.
“As we continue
to watch the horrors
being inflicted on the
people of Ukraine,
the loss of life and the
extensive devastation,
let us join together to
pray for and support
the Ukrainian people. I
echo the words of Pope
SHUTTERSTOCK
Francis in calling for
Catholics pictured near the Co-Cathedral of St. Alexander in Kyiv,
an immediate end to
Ukraine. April 3, 2021.
this armed aggression
and a return to peace,”
By Rachel Bryson
said
Bishop
Gainer.
“I
ask
the faithful to join
The Catholic Witness
me in praying for the people of Ukraine, to
As the invasion of Ukraine continues, Most
lend aid for humanitarian efforts, and to call
Rev. Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg,
for an end to this conflict. May Our Lord, the
will celebrate a Mass for peace and justice in
Prince of Peace, comfort and protect those in
Ukraine at 12 p.m. on Friday, March 25 at the
harm’s way and through the intercession of the
Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Harrisburg.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, may peace come to
At this Mass, we will unite ourselves with
Ukraine, Russia and throughout our world.”
Pope Francis’ consecration of Russia and
To aid the people of Ukraine, a special
Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
collection will be taken during the Mass. The
taking place that same day.
March 25 is the Solemnity of the
Annunciation of Mary, a day that Catholic’s

More MASS FOR UKRAINE
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Diocese is also encouraging donations to the
Humanitarian Aid Fund for Ukraine through the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
Please visit www.ukrarcheparchy.us and click on
“Donate via PayPal” to make a gift online.
All are invited to attend the Mass with Bishop
Gainer in person or to join through the live stream
on the Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick YouTube
channel.

Prayer to St. Michael

A sculpture of Archangel Michael atop the
Lach Gates at Independence Square
in Kyiv, Ukraine.

St. Michael the Archangel,
Defend us in battle,
be our protection
against the wickedness
and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do thou,
O Prince of the Heavenly host,
by the power of God,
cast into hell Satan
and all the evil spirits
who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.
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Pope Francis to Consecrate Ukraine and Russia to Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic News
Virgin Mary of
Agency
Fatima in Krisovychi,
Pope Francis will
western Ukraine.
consecrate Russia
He encouraged all
and Ukraine to the
shrines in honor of
Immaculate Heart
Our Lady of Fatima
of Mary, the Vatican
to unite in prayer for
announced on March
the conversion of
15.
Russia on March 13.
The Holy See press
During the Fatima
office said: “On Friday,
apparitions in 1917,
March 25, during
the Blessed Virgin
the Celebration of
Mary revealed three
Penance at which he
secrets.
ZVONIMIR ALETIC, VIA SHUTTERSTOCK
will preside at 5 p.m.
The second secret
in St. Peter’s Basilica,
was a statement
Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine that World War I would end, and a prediction
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”
of another war that would start during the reign
“The same act, on the same day, will be
of Pius XI if people continued to offend God
carried out in Fatima by His Eminence Cardinal
and Russia was not consecrated to Mary’s
Krajewski, Apostolic Almoner, as envoy of the
Immaculate Heart.
Holy Father.”
Sister Lucia, one of the three Fatima
Cardinal Konrad Krajewski was one of two
visionaries, recalled in her memoirs that Our
papal envoys sent to Ukraine last week in an
Lady asked for “the Consecration of Russia to
expression of the pope’s concern for the war-torn my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of
country’s population.
reparation on the First Saturdays” to prevent a
Ukraine’s Latin Rite Catholic bishops asked
second world war.
Pope Francis earlier this month to consecrate
She said that Mary told her: “If my requests
Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of
are heeded, Russia will be converted, and
Mary.
there will be peace; if not, she will spread her
In a letter to the pope, the Ukrainian bishops
errors throughout the world, causing wars and
said that they were writing “in these hours of
persecutions of the Church. The good will be
immeasurable pain and terrible ordeal for our
martyred; the Holy Father will have much to
people” in response to many requests for the
suffer; various nations will be annihilated.”
consecration.
“In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.
“Responding to this prayer, we humbly ask
The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me,
Your Holiness to publicly perform the act of
and she shall be converted, and a period of
consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary of
peace will be granted to the world.”
Ukraine and Russia, as requested by the Blessed
In a letter written in 1989, Sister Lucia
Virgin in Fatima,” said the letter, published on the confirmed that Pope John Paul II satisfied Our
bishops’ website on Ash Wednesday, March 2.
Lady’s request for Russia’s consecration in 1984.
Following the bishops’ call, Our Lady of Fatima Other authorities, including the Congregation for
shrines worldwide were invited to unite in prayer
the Doctrine of the Faith, also have affirmed the
for the conversion of Russia.
consecration was completed to Sister Lucia’s
The appeal was made by Father Andrzej
satisfaction.
Draws, rector of the Sanctuary of the Blessed
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Prayer Service in Columbia Brings Faith Community Together for Ukraine

Most Reverend Andriy
Rabiy, Auxiliary Bishop
for the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
More than 600 faithful from
various Christian dominations
in the Columbia area attended
a solemn prayer vigil at Holy
Trinity Church in the heart of
the town on Monday evening,
March 14, to pray for the
people of Ukraine. Pastors
from churches making up the
Columbia Area Ministerium
of Churches were hosted by
Father Stephen Kelley, pastor of
Holy Trinity, and Father Michael
Letteer, pastor of Sacred Heart
of Jesus Parish in Spring Grove.
The vigil was conceived and
organized by John Leaman, a
parishioner at Holy Trinity.
The Auxiliary Bishop for the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Philadelphia, Most Reverend
Andriy Rabiy, attended the
vigil and delivered remarks
concerning his homeland, which
has been under attack for the

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Christians from various denominations gather at Holy Trinity
Church in Columbia on March 14 for a prayer service to pray for an
end to the attacks on Ukraine.
past month by Russian forces.
Millions have had to flee to
Poland and other European
countries to escape the targeted
Russian aggression against
civilians.

“Since February 24, millions
of Ukrainians have lost that
peace we have had for 30-plus
years now,” Bishop Rabiy said.
More PRAYER
page 5

Most Reverend Andriy Rabiy is seen in prayer, welcomed to Holy
Trinity Church by its pastor, Father Stephen Kelley.
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A man and woman join in prayer for their brothers
and sisters in Ukraine, and for an end to the
violence there.
PRAYER, from 4

himself.”
In his closing remarks, Father Kelley
emphasized that while this war is horrible, we
must not have vengeance in our hearts nor loathe
our enemies. “We are all a part of the mystical
Body of Christ,” Father Kelley said. “God does
hear our prayers and answers them…. Prayer is
a weapon, not to destroy, but to save. We pray
for the innocent, and we pray for the guilty. We
must pray for love, and it needs to begin with
each one of us.”
Father Kelley closed the vigil by encouraging
all to give to charitable organizations who are
assisting displaced Ukrainian refugees. The
Diocese has encouraged donations to the
Humanitarian Aid Fund for Ukraine through the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
Donations can be online by visiting www.
ukrarcheparchy.us and then clicking on “Donate
via PayPal.”

“I remember the days living in Ukraine under
the Soviet Union, and the evil
it reigned on our people. There
was no freedom; no freedom of
religion, and you had to believe
the way government officials did or
2022 Diocesan Men's Conference
else.”
Schedule
Ukraine is the second largest
8:15 AM – Keynote Address - “The Battle
country in Europe, behind
for Souls” – Adam Janke
Russia, and is home to more
9:30 AM – "When Tommy wants to be
than 43 million citizens. Nearly
Tammy: A Look at Gender Dysphoria
from Our Catholic Teachings" - Most Rev.
90 percent of the country is
Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL
Christian. It is also Europe’s
largest grain producer, given its
10:15 AM – “The Education Your Child
Deserves” – Patrick Reilly
fertile plains that are enriched by
mountain snow runoff and then
11:00 AM – Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament with Benediction
temperate climate despite its
Mr.
Adam
Janke
northern latitude. In 1991, when
12:15 PM – "Mary and Joseph on Nazareth:
Keynote Speaker
Models of Celibate Chastity" – Fr.
the disunion and collapse of the
Soviet Union occurred, Ukraine
Saturday, April 2, 2022 Frederick Miller, STD
1:00 PM – "In His image He created them.
embraced a democratic legislative
Male and Female, He created them.” –
Diocese
of
Harrisburg
oriented government.
Dr. John Rossi
Conference Center,
“The entire history of an
1:45 PM – "Mary at the Heart of the
independent Ukraine has been
Harrisburg
Mystery of Christ" – Most Rev. William
a peaceful one,” Bishop Rabiy
Waltersheid, DD
In-Person: $35
stressed. “But somebody became
(includes lunch)
2:30 PM – "Angels and Demons" – Fr.
very envious and jealous of what
Edward Connolly
Ukraine has, and he invaded our
Virtual: $20
3:15 PM – Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
country because of that envy….
This war is evil – it does no good
Register Today
for humanity everywhere. This
www.hbgdiocese.org/men
aggression comes from the devil

Becoming Champions for Christ
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‘Where I Was Meant to Be:’ Rite of Election Accepts
104 Men and Women Who Will Enter the Church at Easter

By Jen Reed
I also realize that things
The Catholic Witness
take place in God’s time,
The 40 days of Lent
and this is when he
are a time of prayer
wanted me to do it.”
and penance to renew
Gerke grew up on
ourselves for the
Long Island, and went
celebration of Christ’s
to Catholic Church from
triumph over death at
time to time with his
Easter. For those who
step-dad who raised him,
will join the Catholic
but he didn’t receive the
Church at the Easter
sacraments.
Vigil, it is also a period
Still, he often attended
of intense preparation to
Mass, and was bolstered
receive the Sacraments
by the Catholic faith of
of Initiation for the first
his grandparents, who
time.
instilled in him the value
On the first Sunday
of prayer.
of Lent, 104 men and
“As I grew up, no
women – known as
matter where I was living,
catechumens – who
I would go to church, and
will enter into the full
would always make it a
Communion of the
point to go to a Catholic
Catholic Church this
Church for Mass,”
Easter celebrated the
Gerke told The Catholic
Rite of Election at St.
Witness. “For me, there
Patrick Cathedral in
was always something
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS about the beauty of
Harrisburg. During the
Rite of Election, the
A sponsor, right, places their hand on the Catholic churches, the
names of those who
shoulder of a catechumen in a show of support statues and imagery, the
will enter the Church
during the Rite of Election. Rosary, Communion.
– known as the “elect” –
Whenever I went to one
Church at the Easter Vigil, when
are presented aloud to
for Mass, no matter if
they will receive the Sacraments the church was big or small,
the bishop by the coordinator
of Baptism, Confirmation and
of adult education from each
I always felt like it was where
the Holy Eucharist.
parish, and written in the Book
I was meant to be; like I was
Among
the
more
than
100
of the Elect. The elect rise and
home.”
men and women welcomed
stand with their godparents,
He eventually moved to
who attest to their preparedness as the Elect on March 6 was
the Bloomsburg area, and
Christopher Gerke of St.
to receive the Sacraments of
was invited by his employer
Initiation, and they are entrusted Columba Parish in Bloomsburg. to go to Mass at St. Columba
“I feel very happy, very
to their spiritual care of their
Church during the height of the
peaceful,” he said preparing to
godparents.
COVID-19 pandemic.
join the Church. “I feel like I’m
During the rite, the
“When he invited me to go to
finally doing something I was
bishop formally declares the
church with him, it was a great
always supposed to have done.
catechumens as members of
More RITE
I wish I had done it sooner, but
the elect to be initiated into the
page 7
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feeling. I felt welcomed there,
because it felt like home,” Gerke
said.
He met Father Richard
Mowery, the pastor, and Joe
Mullen, the coordinator of adult
education. Before long, Gerke
was invited to consider joining
the RCIA (Rite of Christian
Initiation) process to become a
Catholic.
The RCIA classes, he
said, were an informative and
enlightening explanation of the
faith, and in certain aspects
helped him put together some
pieces about the liturgy or
Church teaching that he hadn’t
fully known.
“The Trinity, for example. It
was something I was aware
of from attending Mass, but
then I came to the bigger
understanding of the Father,
Son and Spirit being three in
One,” he said.
“There are certain things that,
when you’re a kid, you trust
what you’re learning because
adults are telling you and they
care about you. But when
you grow older and have life
experiences, you have a better
understanding and a better
grasp, because you know more
about love and holiness and
faith. For those reasons, things
make sense and I have a better
appreciation for the Church and
what it teaches,” he said.
“I felt like God put it before
me on the easiest possible
path. It was very apparent to me
that the time was right,” Gerke
said of his journey to enter the
Catholic Church, and the people
he met along the way. “There

have been coincidences in my
life that I think God was telling
me, ‘I’m going to make this way
too obvious for you now, that it’s
time to join the Church.’”
Christina Faust is another
catechumen who will be joining
the Church as she receives the
sacraments this Easter.
Growing up, she didn’t
attend any church services on
a regular basis, but said “Both
of my parents instilled in me a
good Christian foundation and I
learned a lot about Catholicism
from my father, who was
Catholic.”
Faust, from Our Mother
of Perpetual Help Parish in
Ephrata, told The Witness she
attended weddings, baptisms
and funerals of her extended
family, who is Catholic, and has
a vivid memory of being at her
cousin’s baptism when she was
three years old.
Being in a Catholic church,
she said, always gave her a
sense of calm and warmth.
“When I was in college, I
was a part of a touring choir
that travelled around the United
States and internationally. Our
performances were almost
always in a Protestant church,
whether it was during a Sunday
service, Vespers, or Saturday
evening concert. I was able
to experience many different
denominations during that
time, and although I enjoyed
the services and meeting each
congregation, I truly only felt
‘at home’ during Mass,” Faust
expressed. “Having had the
opportunity to witness other
denominations worship and
hear what their beliefs are,
it helped me realize that the

Sister Rosanne Karmazin,
SSJ, Director of Religious
Education and Faith Formation
at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Abbottstown, presents
the names of the elect to
Bishop Ronald Gainer.
Catholic Church is the right
place for me.”
A few years ago, she began
to attend Mass on a regular
basis. Her first Sunday at
Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Church, Father Jim Szobonya,
associate pastor, shared his
own story about joining the
Church.
“It really struck me,” Faust
said. “I left Mass feeling like
it was some sort of sign that I
needed to consider RCIA more
seriously.”
She had been reading books
and blogs about the RCIA
process and what catechumens
could expect about the classes
and the potential of joining the
Church.
More RITE
page 8
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“I had known for a long time that this is
what I wanted, but not having attended
church regularly as a child, I felt that I
needed to take time to learn some of the
basics on my own. It helped me to feel
really prepared for my first RCIA class,”
Faust said.
The RCIA process has been an
enjoyable one for Faust: meaningful
discussions, the presentation of
materials in an easy-to-understand
format, and a leadership team of cradle
Catholics and converts have helped her
develop a strong prayer life and to know
Deacon Jim Lawson presents Bishop Ronald Gainer with
she is making the right decision.
the names of the elect from Our Mother of Perpetual Help
“I am most looking forward to
Parish in Ephrata.
finally being able to receive all of the
free and mysterious choice of you catechumens,”
sacraments and being in full communion
he said. “Today is about God’s power at work in
with the Church,” Faust said. “It has been a long
you.”
journey to this point and I am looking forward to
“In the midst of this liturgical assembly, we
officially being Catholic and joining a wonderful,
give thanks to God for His power, His grace,
welcoming parish.”
In his homily during the Rite of Election, Bishop His choice. God’s decision to send us a savior
in His Son, Jesus Christ, is at the very heart of
Ronald Gainer said the liturgical term “election”
the Scriptures and at the core of our community
is not comparable to the personal decisions
of faith, which is the Church. This is the Divine
and choices we make. Rather, “The election we
Power that has touched us and is within us,” the
celebrate today is about God’s choice, God’s
bishop said.
“My friends who are preparing during this
season of purification and enlightenment
for the Easter sacraments, you have had
the courage to go down into the depths of
yourselves and there you have found God’s
election, God calling you to the fullness
of the sacramental life of grace with us in
the Church,” Bishop Gainer addressed the
catechumens. “Your sponsors, godparents
and catechists speak on your behalf today,
and give witness that you are sufficiently
prepared to receive full sacramental
Christian initiation at the next Easter Vigil.
We rejoice in the enrollment of your names
in the Book of the Elect. Through my voice,
the Church will recognize God’s choice of
A sponsor shows her support of a catechumen during
you and name you the elect and point you
the Rite of Election at St. Patrick Cathedral. At the Rite, to the Paschal Fire, the Word, the Water
the bishop declares the catechumens as members of
and the Eucharist of the Easter Vigil.”
the elect to join the Catholic Church at Easter.
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the Diocese. “These educators are
the standard-bearers for the selfless
dedication, professionalism, and
achievement of all our faculty and
staff in the 35 Catholic schools in
our Diocese.”
The 2022 Golden Apple recipients
for the Diocese of Harrisburg are:
•
Lizabeth Miller, Kindergarten,
St. Joseph Catholic School, York
•
Michele Stager, English,
Trinity High School, Camp Hil
•
Sara Wrightstone, Fifth
grade, Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary School
•
Heather Hoffman, Middle
School Director, York Catholic High
School
By Rachel Bryson
•
Katie Cole-White, Pre-K, St.
The Catholic Witness
Joan of Arc Catholic School, Hummelstown
Six teachers and one principal from Catholic
• Nicole Martin, Theology, Lancaster Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg were
High School
recently honored with the 2022 Golden Apple
• Terry Klugh, Principal, Lancaster Catholic
Award. The highest recognition given by
High School, Lancaster
the Diocese to principals and teachers, this
Each Golden Apple recipient receives a
honor commends the educator’s professional
certificate of achievement, a $5,000 cash award,
excellence, leadership, commitment to Catholic
a golden apple plated in 24-carat gold and an
values, and devotion to teaching in a Catholic
individual photo with Bishop Gainer.
school.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, nearly 10,000
“It is an honor and a privilege to recognize
students are enrolled at 35 schools. High
these seven educators for their outstanding
school students in the Diocese typically have
service to our students, our Catholic schools and a graduation rate over 98% and annually are
our Diocese,” said Bishop Ronald W. Gainer.
offered more than $40 million in scholarship
“All of our educators have faced unprecedented
funds.
difficulty because of COVID-19, yet time and
The Golden Apple Awards Program was
again, they have met every challenge. The
established through the generosity of the
dedication these seven educators have shown
Donahue Family Foundation, Inc., located in
has been witnessed by many in their respective
Pittsburgh, Pa. Jack and Rhodora Donahue
schools and communities. It is because of
are parents of 13 children; all were educated in
this dedication and commitment to Catholic
Catholic schools. The Donahue’s were eager
education, service and stewardship that they are
to express their deep appreciation to Catholic
being awarded. I commend each of them for a job school teachers for providing quality academic
well done.”
and faith-filled education for their children. They
“The winners of the Golden Apple Awards
established the awards program in Pittsburgh
this year are educators who lead with their faith,
in 1992. To learn more about the Golden Apple
and who showed the tenacity during COVID to
Awards or Catholic education, visit www.
continue to focus on mission and on engaging
GoCatholicSchools.org.
students,” said Daniel Breen, Superintendent of
Catholic Schools and Secretary for Education for

Golden Apple Teachers Announced
for Diocese of Harrisburg
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Lancaster Catholic Students Bring Musical Tale of ‘Once on This Island’ to Life
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Showcasing their talents in
the performing arts, students at
Lancaster Catholic High School
are bringing the Caribbean
legend of faith, hope and love
to life this weekend with their
presentation of “Once on This
Island.”
The musical tells the story
of peasant girl, Ti Moune, who
falls in love with the well-to-do
Daniel. Though their love is
considered forbidden by their
communities, Ti Moune shows
her island what it means to have
unwavering hope, unfailing love
and abundant life.
The one-act musical uses
minimal props and sets, yet
transports the audience to
the Caribbean with vibrant
melodies, energetic dance and
lively colors. Ti Moune is played
by Isabelle Titzer, whose vocal
talents drew audible gasps from
the audience during a special
performance for Lancaster
Catholic alumni on March 16.

Ti Moune nurses Daniel,
portrayed by Henry Greiner,
back to health.

Isabelle Titzer
takes the
spotlight as
Ti Moune, the
peasant girl
who teaches
her island about
faith, hope and
love.
“The cast, crew and orchestra
put so much effort into this
show, and I couldn’t be more
proud of all of them,” said
Emma Reynolds, ’14, director.
“I loved this show for our
school because there are so
many themes of faith in it, and it
contains the theological virtues
of faith, hope and love. There
is also the theme of love being

stronger than death, and love
conquering death, which is
central to the Catholic faith,” she
said.
Performances this week are
March 17, 18 and 19 at 7 p.m.
in the Old Main Auditorium, and
cap off nearly three months
of after-school and weekend
rehearsals.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Papa Ge, portrayed by Lydia Fuhrman, entices Ti Moune to trade
her life for the boy she loves.
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Holy Family Radio Looks to Expand its Mission with
Annual Dinner Fundraiser, Unveiling of New App

By Jen Reed
author, and he can break
P.O. Box 6028, Lancaster, PA
The Catholic Witness
theological concepts down
17607-6028. RSVP by April 6.
Broadcasting for ten years
into understandable and
“The dinner is our biggest
now as the only Catholic radio
enlightening information,”
fund-raiser of the year, and
station in central Pennsylvania,
Nebistinsky said.
we’re looking for a great turn
Holy Family Radio’s mission is
The event will begin at 6
out,” said Nebistinsky. “The
to nourish the faith of Catholics
p.m. with a Meet and Greet for
station is 100 percent financially
and share the faith with others.
attendees to interact with Dr.
supported by listeners.”
As a listener-supported
Anders, Bishop Ronald Gainer
A second fund-raiser this
station, fulfilling that mission
and emcee Tom Russell of
spring is also in the works as
requires new ways of expanding CBS21. Dinner will be served at Holy Family Radio plans its
its reach, and generating
7 p.m., featuring meals provided second-annual online auction.
attractive fund-raising efforts
by the Knights of Columbus.
During the week of May 13to keep 720 AM and its
The evening will include live
20, participants can go to
programming on the air.
music and door prizes. Father
www.720whyf.com to place bids
“We believe that Catholic
Charles Persing, pastor of St.
on a variety of items, including
radio is one of the best tools for Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish;
event tickets, theme baskets,
evangelization today, because
Msgr. William King, former
gift cards and Catholic artwork.
it brings the truth of the Catholic pastor; and Father Timothy
As the week progresses and
faith in a personal and local
Sahd, Holy Family Radio’s
bids escalate, participants can
way,” said station manager Joe
spiritual advisor, are scheduled
receive notifications to increase
Nebistinsky.
to attend.
their bids on items, which can
The station is pleased
Tickets are $100 per
make for an exciting fund-raiser,
to announce the return of
person, and can be purchased
Nebistinsky said.
its annual benefit dinner,
at www.720whyf.com or by
“Because the auction was
scheduled for Friday, April 29 at sending reservations and
successful last year, we thought
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
payment to Holy Family Radio,
we’d try it again. Last year, it
in Mechanicsburg.
brought in more
This year’s
than $2,000 with 25
keynote speaker
items for bid. We’re
is national radio
pretty excited for
host Dr. David
what the auction
Anders of EWTN
will look like this
Radio’s “Called
year,” he said.
to Communion”
Holy Family
show.
Radio is currently
“We haven’t
seeking donated
had our benefit
items for the
dinner the past
auction. Call 717two years because
525-8110 or e-mail
of COVID, so we
contact@720whyf.
are very excited
com if you’d like to
for its return,
contribute an item
and to welcome
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS for bid.
a well-known
Starting out
Holy Family Radio personnel work to bring Catholic radio
EWTN personality.
solely
at 720 AM
programming to listeners. From left are senior producer
Dr. Anders is a
Joe Murphy, station manager Joe Nebistinsky and
More RADIO
catechist and
community relations coordinator Russ Fry.
page 12
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the program will automatically start playing.”
The app features buttons for links to the
station’s website and social media pages, its
complete listening schedule, an alert for program
reminders, and the station’s contact information.
Through the app, listeners can connect directly
to the station’s website to listen to podcasts
whenever they want.
It’s one more way in which Holy Family Radio
is expanding its reach to nourish the faith of its
Catholic family and share the faith with others.
“We’re pleased to say there are now three
ways to listen to Holy Family Radio. One is at
AM 720 on the radio dial during daylight hours;
one is via our website, and now we offer this third
option through the app,” Nebistinsky said. “The
great part about the app is, if you
live or work or travel outside of our
St. Joan of Arc
listening area, you can tune in
359 W. Areba Ave.
wherever you are.”
Hershey, PA
Senior producer Joe Murphy
is clear about the station’s
evangelization efforts, and in
Saturday,
urging folks to tune in.
April 2, 2022
“Whenever I speak to folks
about Holy Family Radio, I ask
them two things: Are you aware
Workshop
that there is a Catholic radio
2 - 4:30 PM
Optional Mass 5 PM
station in the Diocese? Have
you listened to it or supported it,
to help you increase your faith?
Cost $10
Catholic radio is going to help you
know your faith so you can grow
in your faith,” he said.
Girls will Earn
Nebistinsky turns to a quote
Saint Juan Diego
from Pope Francis to highlight the
& Our Lady of
value of Catholic radio:
Guadalupe
“Jesus teaches us that
Patches
the Good News, which He
brings, is not reserved to one
part of humanity, it is to be
communicated to everyone,” he
reiterated. “That’s what we’re
REGISTRATION:
trying to think about as we work
www.hbgdiocese.org/youthand-young-adults/catholicto expand the mission of Holy
scouting/girl-scouts/
Family Radio.”
Deadline to Register:
For more information about
March 25, 2022
the dinner or online auction,
visit www.720whyf.com, e-mail
contact@720whyf.com or call
717-525-8110.

RADIO, from 11
on the radio dial, Holy Family has expanded
its reach through the digital realm since its first
broadcast in the summer of 2010. Listeners can
now tune in live at www.720whyf.com, access the
station on the myTuner Radio app, or listen to its
programs as podcasts on PodBean.
Most recently, the station unveiled its first-ever
app, WHYF Holy Family Radio. Its development
was a nine-month process that included fundraising and design.
The app is available on Google Play and in the
App Store.
“It’s an easy to use app with ‘one-touch’
listening,” Nebistinsky said. “Once you download
the app to your device, you just click the icon and

APRIL 2, 2022

PATCH WORKSHOP
SAINT JUAN DIEGO &
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
The Committee for Catholic Girl Scouts and Camp Fire is offering a
workshop to learn about Our Lady of Guadalupe in her appearance
before St. Juan Diego in a vision in 1531. Our Lady of Guadalupe holds a
special place in the religious life of Mexico and is one of the most popular
religious devotions. Her image has played an important role as a national
symbol of Mexico.
By earning these patches, girls will have the opportunity to be recognized at the Bishop’s
Mass on May 1, 2022-2:00 PM at Saint Catherine Laboure, Harrisburg.

&
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Riley Robell Dominates to Become Bishop McDevitt’s
Second State Champion Wrestler

Riley Robell reacts to his goldmedal win in the PIAA State
Wrestling Championships.
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Bishop McDevitt’s standout
wrestler Riley Robell shouted
a powerful “Woo!” as the last
second ticked off the clock in
his gold-medal match at 285
lbs. in the PIAA State Wrestling
Finals on March 12. It was a
shout that echoed through the
Giant Center in Hershey – one
part the joy of victory, one part
redemption from a runner-up
finish last year that motivated
his gold-medal campaign this
time around.
It’s not uncommon for
wrestlers to be driven by past
performances. Matches where
they missed an opportune shot
or tournaments where they
performed under par can spur
improved outcomes. In Robell’s
case, last year’s finals loss lit a
fire.
“I’m never going to be happy

with how last year went. I’m
always going to have a little
disappointment with that, but
this definitely redeems it,” he
said, with the gold around
his neck as he spoke with
reporters after his 5-0 finals
win over Austin Johnson of
Muncy.
“There wasn’t much smiling
from me this week because
I’m not content. I’m still not
content with one title; I want to
come back and get a second
for next year,” he said.
His junior-year run was a
statement in the high school
wrestling world. Entering
postseason competition with
just one loss on the year at the
stout Powerade Tournament,
Robell pinned his way through
More WRESTLING
page 14
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Crusaders’ head coach Mike
Nauman embraces Riley Robell
after his title win.

Bishop McDevitt’s Riley Robell, left, executes a single-leg sweep
on his way to a gold medal at 285 lbs.
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Andrew Christie
steps into the
spotlight during
the introduction
of state finalists
at the Giant
Center.

WRESTLING, from 13
district, regional and state tournaments. It
wasn’t until the semifinal round of states that a
competitor lasted beyond the first of three twominute periods before succumbing to Robell’s
speed, agility and strength.
Robell entered the finals as the number-one
ranked heavyweight in Pennsylvania. After a bit
of jousting for position in the gold-medal match,
Robell earned a two-point takedown near the
edge of the mat, and earned a quick escape from
the bottom position for a 3-0 lead into the third.
Another takedown in the third secured the gold
medal and 100th career win for Robell, who was
never scored on this postseason.
An elated Robell exchanged an embrace
with head coach Mike Nauman after the win,
then leapt over the boards and climbed the
stairs where an equally-ecstatic group of family
members, including his dad, celebrated.
“My dad – my whole life, he’s been there,”
an emotional Robell told The Catholic Witness.
“He was the first coach I ever had. He’s always
there for me and always in my corner. That whole
run was for him, and from him. He taught me
everything I did in that match.”
With a gold medal finally in hand, Robell isn’t
taking too much time to revel in the win. He’s
already looking forward to next year, and this time
he’ll be motivated not by a loss, but by former
Crusader wrestler, Cole Ney, who won back-toback state titles at 220 lbs., in 2016 and 2017.
“I’m going to come back next year and I’m
going to tie Cole,” Robell said. “We’ve got a hallof-fame wall in our hallway at school, and right in

the middle of it is Cole Ney with his two titles.
I want to get my second next year and put my
newspaper article and plaque right next to his.”
Bishop McDevitt celebrated two Crusaders
in the finals this year, as junior Andrew Christie
took his well-earned spot in the finals at
152 lbs. Stepping out into the spotlight of a
darkened Giant Center floor as the finalists
were announced, Christie reveled in the
accomplishment, smiling where few wrestlers
do.
“My mindset was, ‘Why not smile?’” he said.
“Win or lose, I’m top two in the state. This is an
amazing opportunity and I’ve worked very hard
for it, so why wouldn’t I want to go out there
smiling?”
Although he fell by pin to number-one seed
Jackson Arrington of Forest Hills, he took a
positive perspective as he stepped off the medal
stand with a silver.
“Going into this tournament, I was feeling
ready and confident, and I know I gave 100
percent, so I can’t be upset. I gave it my all,” he
said. “It’s just a crude reminder of how much work
I still have to do.”
Christie, ending at 41-5 on the year, has
established he can improve by leaps and bounds,
having gone from a state qualifier in 2021 to a
state finalist this year.
“I believe from last year, I’ve made a lot of
improvements. Last year during regionals, the
first match I sprained my ankle and it messed me
up for a lot of the tournament. Even so, from last
year to now, I feel like I’ve made improvements. A
lot of it is just keep chugging forward,” he said.
For Bishop McDevitt’s wrestlers, looking
forward means a glimpse of not only individual
success, but team achievements, too. The
Crusaders were the District 2A team champions
this season.
“It’s great to wrestle for McDevitt,” Christie
said. “I really love our team. It’s always a fun
environment in the room. It’s not one of those
rooms where it’s a grind every day to get through
practice. I enjoy going to practice, and every
day I look forward after school to hanging out
with Riley, Bryce [Enders], Kade [Werner], Jake
[Gilfoil], and Anthony [Glessner], all the guys.
Being with my friends and teammates, I couldn’t
think of a better way to spend my time.”
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Squirettes Capture 3rd Consecutive District 3 Title

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
If imitation is the best form of
flattery, as some say, then the
Saints of Berks Catholic paid
Delone Catholic the highest
compliment in the District
3 Class 4A girls’ basketball
championship at Giant Center
in Hershey on March 5. The
Saints gave the Squirettes all
they could handle before falling
to Delone, 33-27.
While Delone Catholic did
not play their best basketball,
credit must go to the Saints for
playing excellent defense with
relentless ball pressure on the
Squirettes the entire game.
Few do that better than Delone
Catholic, whose defense held
Berks to just three points in
the first quarter. They built
an 11-point lead early in the
second quarter to put the Saints
in a hole that was just too deep
to climb all the way out of.
Yet, offensively, Delone
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Makenna Mummert struggles
to overcome the Saints’ size
advantage in the paint.

The Squirettes
celebrate their 3rd
District 3 title in a row.

Catholic (25-1) struggled to find
any offensive flow the entire
game. Given the Saints run
nearly the same offense as
Delone Catholic, both teams
seemed to know the looks
each was trying to get. If not
for senior Giana Hoddinott’s
16 points and nine rebounds,
many coming in the fourth
quarter when the Squirettes
were struggling to beat Berks’
full-court pressure, Delone’s bid
for a 3rd consecutive District 3
championship would have been
thwarted.
Great teams, however, win
when they do not play their
best, and though it wasn’t
pretty, the gold medals and
championship trophy are
striking nonetheless, and made
the trip back to McSherrystown
instead of Reading. This
victory marked the third time
Delone Catholic has beaten the
Saints this season, each time
previously by double digits.
“We struggled on offense, no
question,” Giana Hoddinott said
after the game. “Our defense
has been solid, but we have
been out of sync and forcing our

offense lately. We’ll fix it.”
Delone Catholic has also
dealt with a couple of injuries
and illnesses of late. The
Squirettes won a state title in
2019 when this core group
were freshmen, so the desire is
there to taste that drink again.
But only one team wins their
last game of the season, and
career for matter. It usually
takes your best game to win a
state championship, especially
so in 4A which is home to bigger
schools and deeper talent
pools.
Delone came up short in their
bid for a state title this year,
losing to Lansdale Catholic in
the state quarterfinals on March
16.
“We have been playing
with each other since the third
grade,” Hoddinott said. “We
know each other, we have dealt
with adversity many times,
so dealing with obstacles or
adversity is just no big deal for
us. We have done that many
times … our goal remains to win
a state championship back here
in this building.”
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McDevitt Captures 5th Straight District 3 Class 2A Team Championship
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

For five straight
years, the Crusaders
of Bishop McDevitt
have won the
District 3 boys’
Class 2A swimming
championship at
Cumberland Valley’s
Natatorium. With
a team score of
229, the Crusaders
grabbed the gold a
little differently this
year, winning only the
200-yard Freestyle Relay (Rocco Solimeo, Luke
Madden, Zach Hancock and Lucas Hancock).
Still, the team placed in the top-six spots more
than any other competitor, which is the path to
scoring points to win team gold.
The Trinity boys won the 200-yard Medley

Relay and the 400yard Freestyle (James
Gaudion, Ryan Lee,
Nick Shelly and
Adam Dopkowski).
Trinity’s Ryan Lee
placed second in the
200-yard Individual
Medley and the 100yard Breaststroke.
Trinity’s Nick Shelly
won silver in the 100yard Backstroke, as
did McDevitt’s Lucas
Hancock in the 50-

yard Freestyle sprint.
In the girls’ championship, Trinity’s Kari Powell
won the 100-yard Breaststroke, and Bishop
McDevitt placed second in the 200-yard Freestyle
Relay (Emma Duffy, Ellie Brenner, Alice Kielty
and Maya Madden).

The Fighting Irish Fight to the End Against Columbia

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
It was a tall order for the York Catholic boys
to beat Columbia in the District 3 Class 3A
basketball final in a Saturday matinee at the
Giant Center in Hershey on March 6.
The Crimson Tide are athletic and
experienced and have only lost twice this
season for several reasons – they shoot the
ball well, push in transition with great ballhandling skill and play a quick 1-3-1 defense
that makes it difficult to get three-point looks.
The Fighting Irish could never get a consistent
offensive flow to push Columbia out of their
BOB CHADDERDON
comfort zone: the 1-3-1 extended defense that
Columbia dominated the Fighting Irish on the glass,
they trap in the corners with.
giving them no put-back opportunities.
The Fighting Irish made it a contest in the
first quarter with their own match-up zone and
final score was 47-30.
transition baskets and tailed only 20-13 at half.
Columbia won their first District 3 title since
Holding the Crimson Tide to just 20 points in 16
1994, which also meant the Tide were hungry to
minutes was impressive, given the Tide average
end their 28-year title drought. All five Fighting
nearly 70 points per game scoring. But in the
Irish starters return next year, which bodes well
third quarter, Columbia buried a couple of threes
and really limited York Catholic’s scoring chances for this experienced and now battle-tested unit to
compete for the championship gold in 2023.
by being aggressive with the zone defense. The
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Lenten
Penance
Services
Penance Services are taking place in churches across the Diocese this Lent, in preparation for the
celebration of Easter. These services typically include an opening hymn, Scripture readings, and
time for an examination of conscience prior to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The following is a
list of services that parishes submitted to The Catholic Witness. Call your parish for the date and
time of its Penance Service if you don’t see yours listed below.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary
April 12 at 6:30 p.m.

Fairfield
Immaculate Conception BVM
March 26 at 11 a.m.

Bloomsburg
April 7 at 7 p.m.

Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier
April 4 at 7 p.m.

Bonneauville
St. Joseph
April 7 at 7 p.m.
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd
April 12 at 7 p.m.
Carlisle
St. Patrick
March 20 at 7 p.m.
Columbia
Holy Trinity
April 10 at 7 p.m.
St. Peter
April 3 at 4:30 p.m.
Dallastown
St. Joseph
April 3 at 2 p.m.
Danville
St. Joseph
April 4 at 7 p.m.
Elizabethtown
St. Peter
April 5 at 7 p.m.
Enola
Our Lady of Lourdes
March 30 at 7 p.m.
Ephrata
Our Mother of Perpetual Help
March 31 at 7 p.m.

Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus
April 13 at 7 p.m.
St. Catherine Labouré
April 5 at 7 p.m.
St. Margaret Mary
April 7 at 7 p.m.
Hanover
Sacred Heart of Jesus
April 2 at 10 a.m.
St. Joseph
April 13 at 7 p.m.
St. Vincent de Paul
March 27 at 1 p.m.
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc
April 3 at 7 p.m.
Lancaster
Assumption BVM
April 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Sacred Heart of Jesus
March 14 at 7 p.m.
San Juan Bautista
March 30 at 6:30 p.m.
St. Anne
April 10 at 7 p.m.
St. Anthony of Padua
March 30 at 7 p.m.

St. John Neumann
April 7 at 7 p.m.
St. Joseph
April 6 at 7 p.m.
Lititz
St. James
April 12 at 7 p.m.
Lewisburg
Sacred Heart of Jesus
April 8 at 7 p.m.
Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus
March 13 at 3 p.m.
Manheim
St. Richard
Confessions every Friday
during Lent from 6:15-7 p.m.,
in addition to the regular
Confession schedule
Marysville
Our Lady of Good Counsel
April 7 at 7 p.m.
McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM
March 20 at 2 p.m.
Mechanicsburg
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
April 5 at 7 p.m.
St. Joseph
April 10 at 2 p.m.
St. Katharine Drexel
April 3 at 2 p.m.
Mifflintown
St. Jude Thaddeus
March 13 at 7 p.m.
More SERVICES, page 18

SERVICES, from 17
Millersville
St. Philip the Apostle
March 27 at 2 p.m.
Milton
St. Joseph
April 7 at 7 p.m.
Mount Joy
Mary, Mother of the Church
March 28 at 7 p.m.
New Cumberland
St. Theresa
April 10 at 7 p.m.
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Sunbury
St. Monica
April 5 at 7 p.m.
York
Immaculate Conception BVM
April 5 at 7 p.m.
St. Joseph
April 9 at 11 a.m.
St. Patrick
April 2 at 10 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima
April 6 at 6 p.m.

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist
April 10 at 7 p.m.
New Holland
Our Lady of Lourdes
Adoration and Confessions every
Sunday in
Lent from 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Palmyra
Holy Spirit
March 31 at 7 p.m.
Quarryville
St. Catherine of Siena
April 12 at 7 p.m.
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great
March 29 at 7 p.m.
Selinsgrove
St. Pius X
April 6 at 7 p.m.

Diocese Young Adult Ca
tho
burg
lics
rris
Ha

One Church, One Family
John 17:20-26

A retreat for all young adults (age 20s and 30s), married or single

Save the Date
Friday, May 27th Sunday, May 29th

Shippensburg
Our Lady of the Visitation
March 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Spring Grove
Sacred Heart of Jesus
March 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Steelton
Prince of Peace-Assumption BVM
March 27 at 4 p.m.

DAILY MASS | ADORATION | CONFESSION |
GROUP DISCUSSIONS | FELLOWSHIP |
PRAISE AND WORSHIP MUSIC
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Saint Spotlight:
Patrick, Paton Saint
of the Diocese
On March 17, Catholics
celebrate St. Patrick, the fifth
century bishop and patron of
Ireland, whose life of holiness
set the example for many of
the Church’s future saints.
He is the patron saint of the
Diocese of Harrisburg.
St. Patrick is said to have
been born around 389 AD
in Britain. Captured by Irish
raiders when he was about
16, St. Patrick was taken
as a slave to Ireland where
he lived for six years as a
shepherd before escaping
and returning to his home.
At home, he studied the
Christian faith at monastic
settlements in Italy and in
what is now modern-day
France. He was ordained
a deacon by the Bishop of
Auxerre, France, around the
year 418 AD and ordained a
bishop in 432 AD.
It was around this time that

he was assigned to minister
to the small, Christian
communities in Ireland who
lacked a central authority
and were isolated from one
another.
When St. Patrick returned
to Ireland, he was able to use
his knowledge of Irish culture
that he gained during his
years of captivity. Using the
traditions and symbols of the
Celtic people, he explained
Christianity in a way that
made sense to the Irish and
was thus very successful in
converting the natives.
The shamrock, which St.
Patrick used to explain the
Holy Trinity, is a symbol that
has become synonymous
with Irish Catholic culture.
Although St. Patrick’s
Day is widely known and
celebrated every March the
world over, various folklore
and legend that surround the
saint can make it difficult to
determine fact from fiction.
Legends site him as the
man who drove away snakes

during his ministry despite
the climate and location of
Ireland, which have never
allowed snakes to inhabit the
area.
St. Patrick is most revered
not for what he drove away
from Ireland, but for what he
brought, and the foundation
he built for the generations of
Christians who followed him.
Although not the first
missionary to the country,
he is widely regarded as the
most successful. The life of
sacrifice, prayer and fasting
has laid the foundation for the
many saints that the small
island was home to following
his missionary work.
To this day, he continues
to be revered as one of
the most beloved saints of
Ireland.
In March of 2011, the
Irish bishops’ conference
marked their patron’s feast by
remembering him as “pioneer
in an inhospitable climate.”
They quoted The
Confession of St. Patrick,
which reads: “May it never
befall me to be separated
by my God from his people
whom he has won in this
most remote land. I pray
God that he gives me
perseverance, and that he
will deign that I should be a
faithful witness for his sake
right up to the time of my
passing.”
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Disciples in the Face of Affliction
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

As I was preparing for the
holy season of Lent a number
of years ago, the Holy Spirit
“asked” me if I was willing to
carry the cross for someone
that season. Not believing
that I “heard” Him correctly, I
asked, “What?” Once more, the
question came back to me clear
as day. I hesitantly said yes.
Immediately, my life was
turned upside down. Prayer
became as dry as the Mohave
Desert. The Sisters with
whom I live irritated my every
waking hour. It was not that
their actions or conversations
were different, it was just that
life irritated me. My students
in my classroom were equally
irksome. Suddenly, they forgot
how to behave and the fact
that they had to complete
homework!
Completely distraught, I
called out to my Beloved, who
reminded me that I was carrying
the cross for someone who was
hurting far deeper than I was.
This overall “difficulty” continued
until Good Friday’s liturgy that
Lenten season. The moment
that I reverenced the cross, I
felt like a 100-pound weight fell
from my shoulders. Honestly, as
I walked away from the cross,
I felt like skipping back to my
pew. You see, I was finally “free”
of it!
Several months later, I was
having a conversation with
a friend over lunch. I asked
her, “How was your Lent and
Easter season?” She related
to me that during the season

disciples.
The
of Lent, she was struggling
resurrwith her depression. She was
ection is
even discerning whether or not
the call
she would admit herself to the
to begin
hospital. But, she got a sense
again.
that someone she did not know The risen
was helping her carrying this
Jesus
cross. She was now in a better
renews
place and felt she didn’t need
the call of
this assistance. All I could do
his failed
“Thoughts from a
was smile and whisper, “Thank
disciples;
Catholic Evangelist”
you, God!”
Jesus
I am reminded of this story
forgives them and issues
as we continue into this Lenten
the call again to share in his
season. Recently, I came
mission. Those who abandoned
across a Bible study about the
Jesus become the nucleus
people involved in the Passion
of the new community. The
of Christ. In the introduction
sufferings of the passion have
of this Bible study, the author
become the birth pangs of new
writes, “One of the challenges
life.”1
posed by the season of Lent
If nothing else, as I age, the
is how to be a disciple in the
crosses that I carry become my
face of hardship and affliction.
love gift to my Beloved. You
Jesus stated that the test of a
see, every crucifix on the face
true disciple is related to the
of the earth has an empty side
cross: ‘If any want to become
on which we are called to hang
my followers, let them deny
with Jesus.
themselves and take up their
So, when you experience
cross and follow me.’ (Mark
difficulty or any other “cross” in
8:34) By undertaking the trials
your life, just pray, “Thank you,
of this penitential season,
Jesus! I am just hanging with
we come to understand the
my best friend!”
meaning of the cross in our lives
This prayer does not
and thus grow in the quality of
lessen the difficulty, but it
our discipleship. We become
puts in perspective that “I am
more faithful disciples through
completing what is lacking in
caring for the needy, denying
Christ’s afflictions for the sake
our selfish desires, facing our
of his body, that is, the church.”
fears, letting go of control,
(Col 1:24)
grieving our loses, and forgiving
Remember, we are all in this
mistakes. … But the gospels do together!
not leave us in a state of eternal
1
regret and guilt for our failures.
Blinz, S., People of the
Following the passion is the
Passion, 2018. New London,
resurrection, which is not only
CT: Twenty-Third Publications,
the victory of Jesus over death
p.1, 5.
but his reconciliation of the
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed
souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary:
Kenneth Hartsock, Sr.
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
James Brandon
Thomas Angello
Chambersburg
Corpus Christi:
Robert Rynecki
Gladys Acri
Donald Martz
Joan Davis
Eldred Remson, Jr
Anthony Long
Mary Venskus

Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Francis O’Rourke
Louis Santangelo
William Parker
Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Lawrence Hartman
Haley Hartman
Terry Lee Pistone
John J. Batdorf
Twylla Miller
St. Cecilia:
Patricia A. Petruska
George Loeper
Robert Coomer

Danville
St. Joseph:
Mary Mutchler

Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Evelin Westhaver
Paul Brady
Deborah Crawford
Mark Thomas
Robert Vastine III

Harrisburg
Holy Family:
Kathie Thomas

Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Lucy Catherine Smith

Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Steven Eckert

New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Thomas Casey
Joseph Tresco
Pauline Bogdan

Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Laura Zimmerman

St. Catherine Labouré:
Robert Francis Gallagher
St. Francis of Assisi:
Santos Rivera-Sanchez

Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Dale Frederick Weaver
Gerald Dougherty

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in March during the past 25 years:
Franciscan Father Gerald Kedziora, 2002
Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo, 2004
Father Robert Grzybowski, OFM Conv., 2007
Deacon J. Leo Dunn, 2007
Father Lawrence Gross, 2009
Father John Greaney, 2009
Father David Hillier, 2014
Msgr. Thomas Kujovsky, 2015
Father David T. McAndrew, 2018
Father Louis Petruha, OFM Cap., 2019

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Lorraine B. Rimert
Susan Ruof Wentling
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Josephine A. Rimpfel
Thomas F. Grubic
York
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Margaret Keim
Luz M. Perez Davila
St. Joseph:
Vi Pham
St. Rose of Lima:
Lee Roy Dale Copenheaver
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LENTEN FISH
DINNERS
Reel-in some delicious meals this Lent at a number of fish dinners
hosted by parishes and Knights of Columbus councils.
(Submit your parish’s information via e-mail to communications@
hbgdiocese.org for promotion in The Witness.)
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will
have its Lenten fish dinners every Wednesday
through April 6 from 4-6:30 p.m. Menu features
baked and fried fish, fresh-cut fries or baked
potato, coleslaw or applesauce and a Bernie’s
Bakers dessert. Cost for adults is $12, and a kid’s
meal of chicken tenders and fries is $5. Drivethru or take-out only. The parish will once
again host a Fish Feast raffle with cash prizes
totaling $2,400 during the Lenten dinners. The
drawing for winners will be April 6.
St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Summit will have
a fish fry on March 25 in the parish hall from 4-7
p.m. Take-out will be available.
St. Peter Parish in Columbia will host its Lenten
fish frys in the parish center each Friday through
April 8. Eat-in or take-out options will resume
this year, however, customers will be asked to
wear masks when not eating and practice social
distancing. The menu includes platters of baked
cod, fried filet of fish, fried shrimp, fish sticks,
fried scallops, fried oysters and breaded fried
clam strips. Macaroni and cheese, French fries,
stewed tomatoes, a vegetable, cole slaw, and a
dinner roll are included in the price of the platter.
A la carte items include a fried fish filet sandwich,
an oyster sandwich, French fries, macaroni and
cheese, stewed tomatoes, cole slaw and cheesy
bread sticks with marinara sauce. Homemade
soups may also be purchased as a bowl, in a pint
or by the quart. A variety of individually wrapped
baked goods made by the women of the parish
will also be available. The event is sponsored
by the Parish Council of Catholic Women with
assistance from the men of the parish.

The Knights of Columbus on the New Danville
Pike in Lancaster will have their Lenten meals
on Fridays, March 4-April 15. All meals are $18
each plus tax (except crabcake meals), except
Kid’s Meals for $8 each plus tax. Kid’s Meals
consist of macaroni and cheese and fish sticks
in place of the main meal. All meals come with a
side salad, roll and butter, and dessert. Curbside
pickup; we will bring your order to your car
when you arrive or you may choose to dine in
our restaurant. Order must be placed no later
than the Wednesday prior to the Friday event.
Credit or debit is preferred, payment is made
at the time of pickup which runs from 5-7:30
p.m. Place orders by calling Stephanie at 717286-7449. March 18: Homemade crabcakes,
roasted potatoes, baby carrots (market priced).
March 25: Broiled salmon with mango salsa, rice,
spinach. April 1: Cod with lemon butter, buttered
pasta, cheesy cauliflower. April 8: Fish and chips,
coleslaw. April 15: Crabcakes with shrimp, baked
potato, green beans (market priced).
Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill will
have its Lenten Fish Frys for dine-in and takeout each Friday during Lent. Fish dinners are
available for $12 and include a choice of entree,
hot side, cold side, dinner roll, and choice of
beverage or dessert. Entree choices are fried
fish and baked fish. Hot side choices are French
fries, baked potato, and mac-n-cheese. Cold
side choices are apple sauce and coleslaw. A
Kid’s Meal, which includes fish bites, is available
for $7. The meal includes a hot side choice of
French fries or mac-n-cheese, with apple sauce
as the cold side. A choice of beverage or dessert
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is included. A pierogi dinner featuring pierogis
with onions, a choice of apple sauce or coleslaw,
and a choice of beverage or dessert is included.
Price is $8. All food items are also available a la
carte.
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola is hosting
baked fish, mac & chesse, crab cake and pierogi
dinners on March 18 and 25 and April 1 and 8
from 4-7 p.m. Dinners are take-out only. Menu
includes seasoned baked cod, church-made
baked macaroni & cheese, church-made pierogis,
fresh-made crab cakes, veggie, stewed tomatoes,
cole slaw, roll, dessert and bottled water. Cost is
$13 for baked fish or fish and pierogi dinner, $11
for mac & cheese or pierogi dinner. Crab cakes
are $17 and $23. Children are $6 for any meal.
Visit www.ourladyoflourdesenola.org for order
forms and updates.
St. Bernadette Parish in Duncannon will serve
fish dinners on March 18 and April 1 from 4-6:30
p.m. Dinners include a fish fillet, macaroni and
cheese, vegetable, stewed tomatoes, roll, apple
sauce and dessert. Cost is $12, estimated. Takeout will be served; the parish may offer eat-in
meals depending on Covid numbers. Dinners
sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 8151.
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in
Berwick will host its Lenten fish fry every Friday
during Lent. Dinners will be served in the parish
center from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg will
have its Lenten fish fry March 18 and 25 and
April 1 from 5-7 p.m. at Xavier Center. Eat-in
or take-out. Menu, subject to change, includes
meals featuring fried haddock, roasted potatoes,
roasted vegetables, macaroni and cheese, as
well as fried fish sandwiches, pizza slices, cole
slaw, corn pudding, beverages and desserts.
Children 5 and under are free. In case of
inclement weather, if Gettysburg schools are
closed, the fish fry will be cancelled. Call 717334-4048 or visit www.stfxcc.org for updates.
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Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in
Elysburg will have fish dinners March 18 and
April 1. Dinner includes baked haddock, parsley
potatoes, vegetable and cole slaw. The parish
is also taking orders for homemade traditional
paska bread for $7 per loaf and pick up on Palm
Sunday. Call 570-672-2302 Monday through
Thursday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
St. Richard Parish in Manheim will have its
Lenten fish fry on April 8 from 5-7 p.m. Tickets
are $10 for adults, free for youth ages 18 and
under. Shadow Stations, performed by youth of
the parish, begin immediately following the dinner
at 7 p.m.
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish
Knights of Columbus Council 15137 in
Harrisburg will have their fish fry March 18 and
25 and April 1 and 8 from 5-7 p.m. Take-out
only. Dinner choices are two pieces of battered
haddock, or 12 breaded shrimp, or a combo
meal, along with choice of baked potato or
French fries, and cole slaw. Kids’ meals include
six fish sticks, baked potato or French Fries, and
cole slaw. Cost is $12 for adult meals, $6 for kids’
meals. Weekly meal choices may be subject to
change due to supply chain challenges. Dinners
can be ordered and paid for online at http://olbskofc-council-15137.square.site/ with pick-up in
the social hall at your requested time. Orders will
be taken online only from noon on Saturday until
7 p.m. on the Monday before the fish fry. Orders
may also be placed via telephone at 717-5450815 but only between the hours of noon and 7
p.m. on Sunday or Monday. Leave a message
with your order and a call-back number. Walk-in
orders will not be available.
St. Matthew’s Knights of Columbus Council
15351 in Dauphin will host its Lenten Fish
Dinners on Fridays, March 11 and March 25, from
4 until 6:30 p.m. at the Parish Activity Center, 607
Stoney Creek Road, Dauphin. Take-out meals
will also be available. The menu is as follows:
Crab Cake Dinner, $17; Crab Cake/Haddock
Combo Dinner, $15; and Haddock Dinner, $13.
The meal will include fish, roll, stewed tomatoes,
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macaroni and cheese, cole slaw, applesauce,
and a drink. Children’s menu of cheese pizza is
$2. Homemade pierogies will be available, three
for $2 or a dozen for $6. Homemade desserts
made by the Women’s Guild will be available at
an extra cost.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish, 5408
Locust Lane, Harrisburg, will host hot fish
dinners and frozen perohi and kielbasa for sale
the Wednesdays during Lent. The takeout-only
dinners will be available from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
The fish dinners will be $12 and include baked
haddock, perohi, (two), haluski and green beans.
The perohi will be sold frozen by the package
for $6 and have fillings available of potato and
cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut, prune and farmer
cheese. The smoked kielbasa will be available
in rings for $6 each. These offerings will be on
Wednesdays, March 16, 23, 30 and April 6. St.
Ann’s Knights of Columbus is hosting the dinners.
Visit www.stannbyz.org or call 717-652-1415 for
more details.
St. John the Baptist, New Freedom, Knights
of Columbus Council #8891 will host take-out
Lenten Dinners on Fridays, March 18 and April 1
from 4-7 p.m. in the Capitani Social Hall. Entrees:
Panko breaded deep fried fish with fries ($12),
Breaded deep fried shrimp with fries ($12), Panko
breaded deep fried fish sandwich ($12), Cheese
and Spinach Ravioli with Marinara or Garlic Herb
Olive Oil ($10). The Kids’ Menu includes mac and
cheese or pasta with marinara or butter for $5.
A la carte items will consist of fries, mozzarella
sticks, Caesar salad w/dressing ($3 each),
applesauce, fruit cups ($1 each) and beverages
($1-$2). Visit www.sjbnf.org for a full-page menu.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra is hosting a
curbside to-go Lenten Fish Fry. Dinners are
available on Fridays, March 18, 25 and April 1
and 8 from 3 to 7 p.m. Meal offers feature North
Atlantic Haddock (baked of fried), crab cakes,
shrimp, clam strips, pierogies, soup, and mac-ncheese. In-person or online ordering is available.
Outdoor seating will also be available in the
pavilion. Visit www.holyspiritpalmyra.com/fish-fry/.
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Knights of Columbus, 336 Garfield Street in
Chambersburg, is hosting a Friday Fish Fry
through April 15 from 5-7 p.m. Dinner includes
choice of fish, two sides and a roll for $15. Beer
battered haddock, beer-battered shrimp or baked
haddock. Sides: mac n cheese, stewed tomatoes,
coleslaw and green beans. No substitutions or
extra sides. Pre-order by Thursday at 5 p.m.
by e-mailing Knightsfishfry336@gmail.com or
call 717-264-1666. Provide full name, phone
number, type of fish and two sides, and pick up
time (5-5:30, 5:30-6, 6-6:30 or 6:30-7). Pick up by
entering the parking lot off Garfield Street.
The St. Lawrence Lodge in Steelton will hold
its annual Fish Fry every Friday during Lent
(except Good Friday) at the Lodge, 13 Highland
Street, Steelton, from 5-8 p.m. Music will also
be provided. Junior and Adult tambura groups
will hold a bake sale at each fish fry. Two piece
entree is $15 and three piece entree is $18. All
sides included: mac and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, fresh cut French Fries, coleslaw, salad,
beets, and apple sauce.
Seven Sorrows BVM Parish in Middletown will
hold its annual fish fry, drive-thru only, Fridays
through April 8 from 5-8 p.m. The menu includes
fish & chips, baked haddock, fried shrimp,
pierogies, mac’n’cheese, fish sandwich, coleslaw,
and veggies. Three desserts will be available:
chocolate cake with peanut butter icing, chocolate
fudge cake, and lemon berry mascarpone cake.
The fish fry is located at Seven Sorrows School.
Service begins at 5 p.m. The school campus
lot will only be accessible after 4:30 p.m. Callin orders are not accepted. All orders are firstcome, first-serve in the manner of a fast-food
drive-thru. Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa, and
Discover cards are accepted. Chocolate candy
eggs will also be available in peanut butter,
coconut, and butter cream hand-dipped in either
milk or dark chocolate. Each egg is $2. For
more information, including full menu (subject to
change) and campus diagram, visit www.ssbvm.
org and click on “Fish Fry 2022.”
More FISH DINNERS, page 25
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St. Catherine Labouré Parish
in Harrisburg is hosting Friday
fish fry dinners through April 1
from 4:30-7 p.m. Dinners are
take-out only, at a cost of $12
per dinner. Choice of fried fish,
baked fish or crab cake dinners.
All dinners include coleslaw,
choice of French fries, baked
potato or macaroni and cheese
plus dessert and beverage.
Frozen potato and cheese
pierogi will be available for $10
per dozen.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Spring Grove will host
seafood dinners March 18
and 25 and April 1 and 8 from
4-6:30 p.m. Fried fish, baked
fish, kids’ meal, oyster pies and
vegan selection available! Preorders are welcome and
strongly encouraged and can
be placed via our website or by
calling 717-225-1704. Visit
www.sacredheartsg.
com for full menu and to
pre-order.
St. Joseph Parish in
Hanover will host Lenten
dinners on March 25 and
April 8 from 5-7 p.m. Items
are à la carte; prices vary.
Knights of Columbus
Council 9164 of St.
Catherine of Siena
Parish in Quarryville
will have fish dinners on
Fridays from 5:30-6:30
p.m. No dinner on March
18. March 25 is family
night, with grilled cheese
and soup free of charge.
April 1 is a fish dinner, $12

for adults and $6 for children
ages 6-12.
St. Monica Parish in Sunbury
will have Lenten dinners on
March 18 and April 1. Preorders are encouraged. Dinners
will be available for pick-up
from 4-4:30 p.m., 4:30-5 p.m.
and 5-5:30 p.m. at the parish
center. More information and
order forms are on our website
at www.stmonicasunbury.org.
Cost is $12 for adults, $6 for
children 12 and under. March 4
features breaded fish, macaroni
& cheese, stewed tomatoes,
mixed vegetables, coleslaw
and dessert. March 18 is
cheese ravioli with a marinara
sauce, tossed salad, bread
and butter, and dessert. April
1 is breaded fish, macaroni
& cheese, stewed tomatoes,
mixed vegetables, coleslaw and
dessert.

Our Lady of Mercy Parish in
Catawissa will have a Lenten
food sale on March 18 from
3-6 p.m. Yuengling-battered
haddock platter (includes 8oz
haddock, homemade macn-cheese, and homemade
coleslaw) is $12. Yuenglingbattered haddock sandwich is
$5.50 Pierogies are six for $4
or 12 for $7. Chicken vegetable
noodle soup is $8 per quart.
Pre-orders strongly suggested;
call or text 570-336-4771.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon
will serve Lenten fish dinners
on the Fridays in Lent from
4-7 p.m. at 120 East Lehman
Street. Cost is $12 and includes
baked or fried fish, baked potato
or French fries, pepper cabbage
and a roll. Eat-in or take-out.

Were You Married In

1 9 7 2?

Celebrate your Golden Jubilee Mass
Celebrated by
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Sunday, July 10, 2022 | 2:00 p.m.
Good Shepherd Church, Camp Hill
Please contact your parish office with
your name and address if you are celebrating
your 50th Wedding Anniversary this year.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

St. Joan of Arc Church,
Hershey, will host a quarterly
Sensory-Friendly Mass for
persons with sensory sensitivity
or other disabilities. Dimmer
lighting, no music, and a
shorter homily, among other
adaptations, are included in
this Mass to promote a fully
inclusive environment. Masses
are planned on the following
Sundays starting at 2 p.m.:
Easter: May 15, 2022; Fall:
October 9, 2022; Advent:
December 11, 2022. Every effort
will be made to accommodate all
in attendance, and all behaviors
are welcome. Families are
encouraged to bring materials
that can assist with comfort
during the liturgy (i.e. noisecanceling headphones, wiggle
seats, weighted blankets, fidgets,
etc.) For more information,
contact the Parish Office at
717-533-7168 or Office@
stjoanhershey.org. All are
welcome to attend.
Were you married in 1972?
In honor of your 50th wedding
anniversary, the Diocese of
Harrisburg will have a special
Mass and reception on Sunday,
July 10 at 2 p.m. at Good
Shepherd Church in Camp Hill.
Bishop Ronald Gainer will be
the celebrant. To receive an
invitation, please contact your
parish office.
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A Charismatic Mass with
prayers for healing will be
celebrated on Tuesday, April
5 at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa
Church in New Cumberland.
Father William C. Forrey,
Pastor of Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester, Diocesan Secretary
for Clergy and Diocesan Vicar
General, will be the celebrant.
For information, call Mary Ann
at 717-512-3628 or Vicki at 717364-6260.
The next Caelorum at St.
Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be April 6 at 7 p.m. Join
your brothers and sisters in
Christ as we come together to
adore, praise and worship our
Lord and Savior. Feel the power
of his presence and never-failing
love as he attends to your needs
and strengthens and blesses you
with his abundant Mercy. For
more information, call 717-2154175.  
St. Monica Parish in
Sunbury will have Stations of
the Cross every Friday during
Lent at 7 p.m. in the church,
except for Good Friday, when
Stations will be at noon.
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
invites everyone to pray
Mary’s Way of the Cross
every Wednesday at 7 p.m.
during Lent. In these Stations,
we see and feel through Mary’s
perspective on what Jesus was
going through on the way to
Calvary. Join via Zoom or
phone, using the same meeting
ID and passcode for either
way you connect. Meeting

ID: 87594642343. Passcode:
198785. Join via Zoom
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
87594642343?pwd=cXhKTj
hpZ21vQTdsaUVTdjJGL2N
zQT09 or, join by phone at
1-301-715-8592. If you have
a problem connecting, please
contact Alycia at 570-5901116.

Education &
Enrichment
Catholic Charities’ “Soup,
Salad and Sermon” Lenten
lunch program will take
place March 31 at noon at the
Diocesan Center in Harrisburg.
Join Bishop Ronald Gainer and
the staff of Catholic Charities
for this fundraiser, which
will benefit the Specialized
Foster Care Program. Lunch
is complimentary, and a freewill offering will be taken to
benefit the program. RSVP to
Christopher Meehan by March
28 to 717-657-4804, ext. 284,
or cmeehan@cchbg.org.
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
invites all women of the
Diocese to its 96th Annual
Convention, “Be God’s Hands
on Earth.” The convention
will take place Saturday, April
23 at the Diocesan Center
in Harrisburg. The keynote
speaker will be Emily Jaminet,
executive director of the Sacred
Heart Enthronement Network
and coauthor of Divine Mercy
for Moms, The Friendship
More NOTEBOOK, page 27
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Join us as Patrick shares his
experience and reflections
“walking in the footsteps of
Jesus.” RSVP at https://forms.
gle/HEzcK3Nj35KHRwH18
by March 24. This seminar
is suitable for all who are 10
or older. Admission is free
and open to the public. This
presentation was rescheduled
from Sunday, January 9th due to
inclement weather that day. For
more information, call the parish
office at 717-626-5580, ext. 243.
St. Patrick Parish in
Carlisle is hosting a “Soup and
Scripture” series on Fridays
in Lent from noon-1 p.m. in the
Parish Activity Center. March
18: Deacon Bryan Salzmann
will speak on the parable of
the fig tree. March 25: Father
Javed Kashif will present on the

Prodigal Son. April 1: Father
Don Bender will take on the
origins of the Messiah. April 8:
Bishop William Waltershied,
Auxiliary Bishop of Pittsburgh,
will speak on the Passion of the
Lord. Find more information at
www.saintpatrickchurch.org.
The Tribunal Office of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
is hosting a presentation in
March about the annulment
process, March 22 at 7 p.m.
at the Diocesan Center in
Harrisburg, and via Zoom.
The presentation is valuable to
anyone who wishes to marry
in the Catholic Church but
who is impeded by a previous
marriage that ended in divorce
or anyone who was married

Project, Pray Fully, and Our
Friend Faustina. She offers a
daily segment called A Mother’s
Moment on St. Gabriel Catholic
Radio and Mater Dei Radio and
has spoken to several women’s
groups and conferences. Jaminet
has appeared on EWTN’s At
Home with Jim and Joy and
a number of Catholic radio
programs and is a contributor to
www.CatholicMom.com. The
convention will include Mass
celebrated by Bishop Ronald
Gainer, workshop sessions,
lunch and vendors. More details
and registration is available at
https://hdccw.webs.com/hdccwconvention.
St. James Parish in Lititz
More NOTEBOOK
will host a “Walking in
page 28
the Footsteps
of Jesus”
presentation on
To report suspected abuse of a minor,
Sunday, March
please follow these two steps:
27 at 3 p.m.
Parishioner Patrick
Cloonan became
1 1-800-932-0313
2 1-800-626-1608
one of only 50
students selected
worldwide
by the Jewish
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
National Fund
Child
Abuse
Hotline
a minor by a church official,
to go to Israel to
at 1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
participate in their
calling the diocesan toll-free
annual Caravan
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
for Democracy
Mission. He spent
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
10 days exploring
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
all aspects of the
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
country, including
the Holy Land
Diocese of Harrisburg
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
religious sites.
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springsinthedesert.org/St-Joseph.
An adult Lenten series
presented by Diocesan
outside the Catholic Church.
seminarians from Mount
The presentation will cover
St. Mary’s Seminary in
the Church’s understanding of
Emmitsburg, Md., will take
marriage, types of annulments,
place at St. Aloysius Parish
the steps of the process and the
hall in Littlestown, Thursday
grounds for marriage nullity.
evenings from 6-7 p.m.
Anyone wishing to attend via
Remaining schedule and
Zoom must preregister by
presenters are: Michael Pray,
sending an e-mail to tribunal@
March 17, on prayer, fasting and
hbgdiocese.org. The invitation
almsgiving; Chiedozie Ononuju,
and link to the meeting will
March 24, on Jesus the Suffering
then be sent to you. There is no
need to preregister if you will be Servant; Clark Stiteler, March
31, on St. Joseph of Arimathea;
attending in person.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in and Deacon Matthew Smith,
April 7, on the Resurrection
Gettysburg will have “Soup
of the Body. Childcare will be
and Scripture” on Tuesday
offered. For information, contact
evenings March 22 and 29
the parish at 717-359-4513.
and April 5 at 5:30 p.m. in the
A parish Lenten mission
Xavier Center on Table Rock
at St. Katharine Drexel
Road.
Parish in Mechanicsburg will
Reflection sessions for
feature Father Chris Alar,
couples struggling with
infertility will be presented this March 27 and 28 at 6 p.m. His
presentations will focus on The
Lent. Couples are invited to
Mass on March 27 and The
“Walking with Christ,” a series
Real Presence in the Eucharist
of prayer, reflection and small
on March 28. Presentations
groups presented Thursday
will conclude by 8 p.m.
evenings March 10-April 17 at
Refreshments will be provided.
8 p.m. via Zoom. An event for
husbands dealing with infertility, For information, contact Bill
Benning at 717-571-8808 or St.
“Reflections on St. Joseph:
Katharine Drexel’s Parish office
Growing with Our Lord,” will
be presented March 19 from 1-4 at 717-697-8716.
Women of Grace one-day
p.m. via Zoom. The sessions
conference featuring Johnnette
are presented by Springs in the
Benkovic Williams will take
Desert, a Catholic infertility
place April 2 at Holy Name
community approved by the
of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg.
Diocesan Office of Catholic
She will offer presentations
Life and Evangelization.
on “Faith, Fortitude and
Registration is free; visit
Femininity.” The conference
www.springsinthedesert.org/
Walking-With-Christ and www. will include Mass, Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation,
and lunch. A separate retreat
for teenage girls will take place
the same day from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. with interactive activities,
music, speakers, Mass and
prayer. For information, contact
Chris Arnold at carnold@
womenofgrace.com or 717-3796041.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages

A Beginning Experience
Weekend for those suffering
the loss of a spouse through
death, divorce or separation will
take place at Camp Kirchenwald
in Lebanon County, May 1315, 2022. The ecumenical
Beginning Experience weekends
are an approved program of the
Church. Hundreds of persons
have been helped to move
towards successful, productive,
happy lives by attending one of
these weekends. The weekend is
led by persons who have lost a
spouse through death or divorce
and are trained in facilitating a
weekend. Beginning Experience
is the Church at work to provide
help, healing and spiritual
restoration. For information,
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
marriage-and-family or
www.beginningexperience.
org. Information can also
be obtained by contacting
the Harrisburg Beginning
Experience Team at 717-3790800 or jpennat_58@comcast.
net. All CDC recommendations
More NOTEBOOK, page 29
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will be followed during the
retreat weekend. The number
of attendees may be limited due
to current COVID regulations.
The program could be cancelled
pending changing pandemic
circumstances.
The Conewago District
Council of Catholic Women
will hold its annual Lenten
Retreat on Saturday, March 26
from 12:30-3 p.m. at St. Vincent
de Paul Parish’s Gotwalt Hall
in Hanover. The presenters
will be Sister Eileen Quinn and
Sister Mary Therese White from
the Aisling Retreat House in
Manchester, Md. The theme for
the retreat is “Looking at Mary
with New Eyes.” No registration
or fee is required (free-will
offerings will be accepted). For
additional information, please
contact Sandra Clark at 717632-1461 or smclark@pa.net.
Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend
Retreats, a safe place to renew,
rebuild and redeem hearts
broken by abortion, will be
March 25-27, May 27-29,
July 15-17, September 2325 and November 4-6. If you
or someone you know needs
healing after an abortion, please
call 717-788-4959 or contact
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats at
www.undefeatedcourage.org.
Rachel’s Vineyard
Ministries will host a Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat for Healing
after Abortion the weekend of
June 24-26 at the Mariawald
Retreat Center in Reading, Pa.,

March 17, 2022 • The Catholic WITNESS- 29

sponsored by Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Allentown.
The retreat is an opportunity for
any person who struggles with
emotional and spiritual pain
of past abortion(s). For more
information or to register, call
Carol at 610-435-1541, ext.
373 or email carolswavely@
ptd.net. All requests are strictly
confidential.

23, a dinner and live auction
will take place from 6-10 p.m.
in the Capitani Social Hall.
Early bird tickets to the April
23 event are $55-$60 (regular
price $65-$70). Tickets can be
purchased at www.tinyurl.com/
SJBFiestaTickets or by calling
the school at 717-235-3525.
The Council of Catholic
Women of Our Lady Help of
Christians Parish in Lykens is
Events &
holding a meat gift certificates
Fundraisers
raffle on Monday, April 4. The
National radio host Dr.
prizes are $200, $150, $100, $75
David Anders will be the
and $50. Winners can pick up
keynote speaker at the annual their prize from Bob’s Custom
Holy Family Radio Benefit
Cuts Meats at Crossroads Sale
Dinner on Friday, April 29. Dr.
& Market (Gratz Auction).
Anders is host of ‘Called
Tickets are $2 each and can be
to Communion’ on EWTN
purchased from any member of
Radio. The dinner will be at St.
the CCW or by calling the parish
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
office at 717-453-7895. Winners
Mechanicsburg. Tickets are
will be contacted by phone the
$100 each. This dinner is an
evening of the drawing.
important source of funds for
The Diocesan Committee
the listener-supported local radio for Catholic Girl Scouts and
ministry. A Meet & Greet will
Camp Fire will host a patch
begin at 6 p.m. with Dr. Anders, workshop of St. Juan Diego and
Bishop Ronald Gainer and Tom Our Lady of Guadalupe on April
Russell of CBS21. The dinner
2 from 2-4:30 p.m. at St. Joan of
starts at 7 p.m. Tickets can be
Arc Parish in Hershey. Cost is
purchased at www.720whyf.com $10. By earning these patches,
or by sending reservations and
girls will have the opportunity
payment to Holy Family Radio, to be recognized at the Mass
P.O. Box 6028, Lancaster, PA
with Bishop Ronald Gainer on
17607-6028. Call 717-525-8110 May 1 at 2 p.m. at St. Catherine
with questions.
Labouré Church in Harrisburg.
St. John the Baptist School
RSVP for the workshop by
in New Freedom will host a
March 25 at www.hbgdiocese.
dinner and auction fundraiser org/youth-and-young-adults/
this spring. An online auction
catholic-scouting/girl-scouts/.
will be March 30-April 6,
Lancaster Catholic High
and available to view in midSchool’s Fine and Performing
March at www.tinyurl.com/
More NOTEBOOK, page 30
SJBAuction20220. On April
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Lancaster Catholic High
School’s Fine & Performing
Arts Department presents
Arts (FPA) Department will
host a Fine & Performing Arts its three-part concert series,
The George R. Schreck ‘47
Middle School Workshop on
and Barbara A. Schober ‘72
Saturday, June 4 from 9 a.m.noon. The workshop will be free Memorial Community Outreach
Concert Series, “The Jamanis
to all middle school students,
Family & Friends.” The series
grades 5-8. LCHS will offer
will take place over the course
five different mini-workshops
of April and May featuring Dr.
throughout that morning with
interested students choosing one Michael T. Jamanis, violin, and
his parents, pianists. The first
track for the day. The options
concert, “Six Centuries spanning
include chorus, band, guitar,
5 continents: A Celebration
art and acting. Students must
currently be taking instrumental of Community” will be on
Saturday, April 2 at 6 p.m. at the
music (any length of time) and
New Creation United Methodist
supply their own instrument
Church – Bilingual, located
for the band track. Students
on 10 W. Farnum Street in
who chose guitar must supply
Lancaster. The second concert,
their own instrument, but no
“An Evening with the Classics,”
experience is necessary to
participate. All other workshops will be a private event for
Willow Valley residents on April
need no previous experience
29 at 7:30 p.m. at the Willow
or study. Students will break
Valley Lakes Auditorium. The
into their workshop groups and
final concert, “Breathing with
create and play with LCHS
Bach,” will be on Sunday, May
faculty and current students
15 at 6 p.m. at St. Anthony of
beginning at 9 a.m. At 11:45
Padua Church in Lancaster. All
a.m., parents, guardians and
concerts in this series are free to
guests are welcome to a special
the public. Donations accepted
performance by the students
for Music for Everyone by the
in the choral, band, guitar and
drama workshops. Students who Lancaster Catholic High School
Tri-M Music Honor Society.
participate in the art workshop
will have a gallery of their work Performances will also be
displayed for all to see. For more livestreamed on The Jamanis
information about the workshop Project YouTube channel, which
can be found by visiting www.
and to register, please visit
www.lchsyes.org/fpaworkshop/. michaeljamanis.com. For more
information, contact Tony Brill
Questions? Contact Lancaster
at tbrill@lchsyes.org or call 717Catholic’s Fine & Performing
509-0315.
Arts Director, Tony Brill, at
tbrill@lchsyes.org or call 717509-0315.
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A spaghetti supper will take
place at Mary, Gate of Heaven
Parish in Myerstown on March
26 from 11 a.m.-6 p.m., or until
sold out. Cost of $8 includes
spaghetti with meat sauce,
bread and salad. Additional
baked goods will be available
for purchase. Dinner is take-out
only.
Knights of Columbus
Council #6353 will host a
fraternal benefits program
at St. Joseph Parish in York on
April 3. The event is open to
everyone. Doors open at 12:30
p.m. for light refreshments,
and the program will begin at 1
p.m. Presentations will focus on
Catholic teachings for funerals/
burials; long-term care and
estate planning; options for
income in retirement; protecting
one’s family if health fails;
and the importance of legal
documents, i.e., will, trust,
durable Power of Attorney,
and advanced directives.
Several excellent speakers will
be presenting. Contact Bob
Karotko at 717-428-6647 or
bobandcarolk@comcast.net to
register or with any questions.
Undefeated Courage, a prolife organization, is seeking
ultrasound models for its
mobile ultrasound unit. The
mobile unit will be at 155 North
Hanover Street in Carlisle on
March 28 from 1:15-7:15 p.m.,
March 29-31 from 9 a.m.-4:45
p.m., and April 1 from 9 a.m.
Women in their first or early
second trimester will receive
More NOTEBOOK, page 31
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both applicants and sponsors
must reside in the Harrisburg
Diocese. The deadline to
a picture of their baby at no
submit a completed application
charge, to assist nurses training
for the unit. To register, call 717- is March 31, 2022. Contact
Joyce Scott at 717-737-0927
243-1918.
or hdccwscholarship@gmail.
The Harrisburg Diocesan
com for more information or to
Council of Catholic Women
secure an application packet.
is accepting nominations
Morning Star Pregnancy
for its Our Lady of Good
Services will celebrate 50
Counsel Award and its new
years of saving lives at this
Golden Rose Award. The Our
year’s Annual Life Saving
Lady of Good Counsel Award
Banquet. Since opening its
honors a woman in the Diocese
doors in 1972, Morning Star
who has made a significant
has been an integral part of
contribution at any level of the
council. Nomination packets are the Central PA community,
available at https://hdccw.webs. providing compassionate care
and assistance to families
com/olgc-award. The Golden
unprepared for pregnancy. This
Rose Award will recognize
year’s special 50th anniversary
young women in the Diocese
celebration will be on April 28
who have made a significant
at the Penn Harris Hotel, Camp
contribution to their parish
Hill. The event will feature
and community in service and
Grammy Award-nominated
leadership. Nomination packets
singer and songwriter Nicole
for the Golden Rose Award are
available at https://hdccw.webs. C. Mullen as keynote speaker.
For more information, or to
com/golden-rose-award. The
request an invitation, please
deadline for nominations for
contact Steph Diecidue at
both awards has been extended
717-734-4630 or sdiecidue@
to March 30. Both awards will
supportmorningstar.com.
be presented at the HDCCW’s
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
annual conference. Questions
will host a basketball game
may be directed to Alycia
fundraiser between students
Laureti, HDCCW President,
and priests/seminarians,
at hdccwpres@gmail.com.
April 8 from 6-8 p.m. in the
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Conewago Campus gym. Doors
Council of Catholic Women’s
Scholarship Committee invites open at 5:30 p.m. The game
will be between the eighthhigh school senior girls to
apply for a $1,000 scholarship grade Alley-Oops and The God
Squad, with religious Sisters as
to be used for post-secondary
cheerleaders. Event includes a
education. Applicants must be
halftime show, foul-shot contest,
sponsored by a relative who is
a member of a parish CCW, and raffles, and the Food Adventures
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food truck with meatless
options. Admission is $5 for
adults, $3 for children.
Mother Cabrini Parish in
Shamokin is selling Easter
eggs. Delicious milk chocolate
covered peanut butter and
coconut Easter eggs are 90
cents each, $5.40 per half dozen
and $10.80 per dozen. Easter
eggs are available at the parish
office, 214 N. Shamokin
Street, Shamokin during office
hours. To place an order, please
call the parish office at 570-6484512, Monday through Friday,
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Seven Sorrows Catholic
Church in Middletown is
selling melt-in-your-mouth
candy eggs through Easter (or as
long as supplies last). The eggs
are available in peanut butter,
coconut, or butter cream coated
in either milk chocolate or dark
chocolate. Each 2.8-ounce handdipped egg sells for $2. Orders
may be placed via the printable
form found online at bit.
ly/7SorrowsEggs. Orders will
be available after all weekend
Masses, at the parish’s weekly
drive-thru fish fry starting March
4, and the Egg Store, open
Monday through Thursday in the
church parking lot, 280 N. Race
St., Middletown. Please enter
via Race Street for the safety of
our school children. The Egg
Store will be open Monday
and Thursday from 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. and Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
More NOTEBOOK, page 32
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p.m., weather permitting and
while supplies last. Please note
that eggs will not be sold out
of either the parish or school
office this year. All eggs are
sold on a first-come, first-serve
basis while quantities last.
Visit https://www.ssbvm.org/ for
Mass times and fish fry dates
and hours of operation.
St. Joseph the Worker
Parish in Bonneauville will
have its spring bazaar and
yard sale, April 2 from 8 a.m.2 p.m. in the parish center.
Vendors needed, selling 10x10
space outside for $10 and inside
for $25. Call Michelle at 717476-2297 or Susan at 717-3572866 and leave a message, or
call the parish office at 717334-2510. Yard sale and craft
vendors, raffle, face painting,
egg hunt and our annual kids’
corner. Breakfast and lunch
available.
Ballroom dancing,
sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus of St. Aloysius
Parish in Littlestown, will
take place April 20 and May
14 from 7-10 p.m. in the parish
hall. Evenings begin with a
one-hour lesson at 7 p.m.,
followed by open dancing from
8-10 p.m. Please wear modest
dress clothing. Cost is $8 per
person, $40 maximum per
family. Contact Jen Danieley at
jennifereakle@hotmail.com for
more information.
The Oxford Hall shop
is featuring items for First
Holy Communion. The shop,
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located at 233 Bridge Street in
New Cumberland, will have
in-stock and special-order
dresses, veils, suits, gifts and
accessories. Families can visit
www.oxfordhall.com for select
items beginning in January.
Oxford Hall can also work
with parishes’ dress and suit
requirements to use as a guide
with customers. The shop is
open seven days a week, and
available for appointments on
select evenings for individuals or
small groups. For information,
or to receive a promotional flyer,
call 717-774-8789 or e-mail
oxfordhall@aol.com.

Job Openings
The Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking principals for the
following Catholic schools
for the 2022-2023 school year:
Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School (www.hbgcathelem.
org); St. Teresa of Calcutta
School, McSherrystown (www.
stck8school.org); St. Theresa
School, New Cumberland
(www.sainttheresaschool.
org); St. John the Baptist
School, New Freedom (www.
sjbnf.org); St. Rose of Lima
School in Thomasville (www.
stroseschoolpa.org); and
St. Leo the Great School
in Rohrerstown (www.
stleoschool.org). Minimum
qualifications: practicing,
knowledgeable Catholic;
thorough understanding of
Catholic School Philosophy;
commitment to modeling the
values of Catholic Educational
Leadership; PA Administrators

Certificate (or in process);
Catechetical Certification (or
in process) and 5 years of
teaching experience. For more
information see the employment
listings at www.hbgdiocese.
org/careers. Send résumé and
letter of interest by April 4
to Ann Everest, Department
of Education, Diocese of
Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit
Road, Harrisburg, PA 171113710 or by e-mail to aeverest@
hbgdiocese.org.
The Diocese of Harrisburg
has a full time vacancy for
Cemetery Maintenance
and Service at Resurrection
Cemetery in Harrisburg.
Applicants must have skills
in grounds maintenance. The
ability to operate a backhoe is
desirable but training will be
given. Other equipment that will
be used: tractor, pickup, mowers
and a variety of small equipment
related to cemetery maintenance
and operation. Must be a good
team player who is able to
take direction and demonstrate
tact, courtesy and diplomacy.
Applicants must have a valid,
clean Pennsylvania driver’s
license. Work is performed both
indoors and outdoors. This is
a manual position requiring
physical fitness with the ability
to lift (up to 50 lbs regularly),
bend, stoop, climb and be
mobile (on your feet) for most of
the day. Applicants must be able
to work in all weather conditions
to tight deadlines. Applicants
must pass Diocesan background
More NOTEBOOK, page 33
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Saint Joseph Parish,
Mechanicsburg, has two
vacancies: a full time
checks. Applicants should
Administrative Assistant and
send résumé and cover letter to
a full time Administrative
Tshanabrook@hbgdiocese.org.
Assistant / Bulletin
Please visit www.hbgdiocese.
Coordinator. Candidates
org/careers for the full job
must have excellent and
description.
professional customer service,
The Diocese of Harrisburg
communication, interpersonal,
has a full time vacancy for
writing and computer
Cemetery Maintenance
skills, with the ability to
and Service at Holy Savior
maintain confidentiality. We
Cemetery, York. Applicants
are seeking enthusiastic,
must have skills in grounds
collaborative individuals
maintenance. The ability to
to help us in a busy team
operate a backhoe is highly
environment and also be able
desirable but training will be
given. Other equipment that will to work independently. Please
be used: tractor, pickup, mowers submit resume and
and a variety of small equipment letter of intent to Brenda
related to cemetery maintenance Perry, officemanager@
stjosephmech.org. Two year
and operation. Must be a good
college degree or higher desired
team player who is able to
or equivalent level of work
take direction and demonstrate
experience required and must
tact, courtesy and diplomacy.
be able to qualify for Diocesan
Applicants must have a valid,
Youth Protection Clearances.
clean Pennsylvania driver’s
St. Joseph Parish in York
license. Work is performed both
is
accepting
applications
indoors and outdoors. This is
for a full-time Director of
a manual position requiring
Youth and Young Adult
physical fitness with the ability
Ministry. The director will be
to lift (up to 50 lbs regularly),
part of the pastoral staff team,
bend, stoop, climb and be
mobile (on your feet) for most of reporting directly to the Pastor.
the day. Applicants must be able Interested applicants will be
to work in all weather conditions responsible for growing the
parish’s current youth and young
to tight deadlines. Applicants
must pass Diocesan background adult ministries. Highlights
of the position are the Middle
checks. Applicants should
School SPARKS program, the
send résumé and cover letter
High School IGNITE program
to JBrlansky@hbgdiocse.org.
including the Fan the Fire Youth
Please visit www.hbgdiocese.
Rally, and Young Adult Ministry.
org/careers for the full job
Candidates must have the ability
description.
to interact successfully with the
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public, with parents and with
fellow employees. Individuals
must have a minimum of three
years related work experience.
Applicants should send résumé
and cover letter to St. Joseph
Parish, Attn: Mrs. Erin Maiolino,
Parish Manager at Maiolino@
sjy.org.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Hunt Valley, Md., is seeking a
Director of Music Ministries.
This is a 12-month, part-time
(25 hours/week), exempt
position with benefits. The
Director will report directly
to the Pastor and collaborate
closely with the Parish Pastoral
Staff. The parish is seeking a
spirit-filled musician and Choir
director who is committed to
excellent Catholic worship.
The goal of this ministry is to
build and sustain strong vibrant
liturgies, the quality of which,
grounded in the spirit of Vatican
II, encourages and enables
conscious, active participation
by all members of the parish
community. The Director of
Music Ministries will work to
develop and sustain a prayerful
singing assembly by selecting
music that supports the Gospel
message and challenges the
community to live it more
fully. He/she will coordinate,
with the Pastor, all liturgies
and is responsible for all music
in the parish. He/she will be
responsible for scheduling and
training cantors and a choir,
and will serve as a resource
on musical and liturgical
More NOTEBOOK, page 34
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Morning Star Pregnancy Services is seeking
a Registered Diagnostic Medical Sonographer
for its Pregnancy Services Program. When it
matters for all staff, and volunteer ministers in
comes to changing hearts and minds, ultrasound
the parish. The Director of Music Ministries
is the core of our pregnancy medical center.
will also serve as the primary accompanist for
Morning Star Pregnancy Services is expanding
weekend liturgies and other parish Masses as
our Ultrasound Services at our new location in
needed. Complete job posting is available at:
Director of Music Ministries - CCSFX - 2.22. For Harrisburg. In this exciting role, you will be
working with moms and dads to view their unborn
more information, please contact Pat Allshouse,
child, see its beating heart, and begin the bonding
Director of Operations, at pallshouse@ccsfx.org
process. The RDMS provides patient care and
or 410-785-0356.
Sacred Heart Parish and School in Lancaster medical services working under the supervision of
are seeking a full-time custodian. Tasks include the RDMS Medical Services Manager. All duties
and responsibilities are performed in support of
cleaning, sanitizing, and vacuuming on a regular
Morning Star’s Mission and Vision. Position open
basis, routine maintenance including testing,
to RDMS or RN with sonography experience.
monitoring, and upkeep of emergency systems,
Salary commensurate with experience, benefits
and seasonal duties such as stripping and waxing
included. Please send your résumé and a cover
floors, and light grounds maintenance. The
position includes a competitive wage and benefits. letter to Linda Plummer, Executive Director,
If you are interested in being part of a passionate, lplummer@morningstarclinics.com. For more
information, call Linda Plummer at 717-901-3377.
Christ-centered team working in a lively,
Morning Star Clinics is seeking medical
elementary school environment, view more details
volunteers to assist in its pregnancy and sexual
on the parish website at www.sacredheartlanc.
health services. If you are a licensed physician,
org and contact the rectory (Mon.–Thurs., 9:30
physician assistant, nurse practitioner or nurse
a.m.-3:30 p.m.) at 717-394-0757 or shparish@
midwife with 4 to 5 hours per month to give,
sacredheartsch.org.
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in York please consider gifting your time and talents to our
is looking for a full-time Parish Administrative organization. Morning Star’s mission is to offer
pregnancy and sexual health services, parenting
Manager. This mature, responsible individual
education, and practical support to the more
should possess an in-depth understanding of
than 2,000 women and men we see in our clinics
business and human resources. The position
requires excellent communication, organizational, yearly. The addition of a physician or mid-level
human relations, managerial and problem solving provider to our volunteer staff would allow our
skills. Must have a working knowledge of Church organization to expand the services we provide
to include more comprehensive STI testing and
teaching and an understanding of the mission/
treatment. For more information contact, Linda
vision/philosophy of a Roman Catholic parish. A
Plummer, Executive Director, at 717-901-3377
professional demeanor is essential in interacting
with persons at many levels. The position requires or complete an online application at www.
SupportMorningStar.com/get-involved.  
computer experience. A bachelor’s degree is
required as well as a minimum of three years
of experience in business administration and
personnel supervision. Experience with parish
operations is preferred. Interested applicants may
submit their cover letter and résumé to Father
John Kuchinski at frkuchinski@stmarysyork.org.
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