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Centennial Celebration of St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey
Reveres the Past and Plans for the Future
By Jen Reed
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A History of God at Work
Twice postponed in August 2020 and 2021
“I think the history of St. Joan of Arc is an
due to concerns surrounding the pandemic, the
amazing story of the interplay of the laity, the
solemn Mass united parishioners with current
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Conewago Enterprises
Donates $50,000
to Catholic Charities

Conewago Enterprises, Inc., a
design-build general contractor located
in Hanover, made a generous donation
of $50,000 to benefit Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Harrisburg. The check
presentation took place at the Diocesan
Center in Harrisburg on November 30.
Shown from left in the photo are
Christopher Meehan, Catholic Charities
Director of Development; Deacon
Christopher Livelsberger, Conewago
Enterprises Human Resources
Manager and deacon at the Basilica
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in
Conewago; Kelly Gollick, Executive
Director of Catholic Charities; Donald
Smith, Jr., Chief Executive Officer and
President of Conewago Enterprises;
and Jarrod Klunk, Chief Financial
Officer of Conewago Enterprises.
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Catholic Charities offers help, hope and support to
thousands of individuals and families in the 15 counties of
the Diocese of Harrisburg through counseling, emergency
shelter, adoption and foster care, and services for
pregnancy and maternity, mental health and substance
abuse. For information on Catholic Charities’ services and
how you can support their efforts, visit www.cchbg.org.

Diocese’s Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the
toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a
church official, employee or volunteer, also
please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth
Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,
llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de
Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor
a manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de
la iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Sister Salvatoris, DM, presents the gifts to Bishop Ronald Gainer.
The Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy have served St. Joan of Arc
since the time of the parish’s establishment.
ST. JOAN
from 1

history. Walter Bradley, a quarry
operator, offered land and
finances to build a chapel for
rootedness in the faith and in
the Catholic workers, although it
the prolific land surrounding it.
didn’t come to fruition.
The parish traces its history
The first Mass in Hershey
to the early 1900s, with the
was celebrated by Father
number of Catholics – most of
Patrick Phelan, an assistant
them from Italy – who came
pastor from the Cathedral
to the area to work in the
Parish of St. Patrick in
chocolate factory and local
Harrisburg, on June 23, 1918, in
quarries. According to parish
the Central
Theater.
Father
Phelan
named the
Catholic
community
the Mission
of St.
John the
Evangelist.
During
these years
too, Milton
Hershey
offered
A parishioner is seen in prayer during the
public
anniversary Mass for St. Joan of Arc Parish.

buildings for the faithful to
worship, and donated a plot of
land on Cocoa Avenue for the
construction of the first church.
It was later exchanged for a
larger tract of land on West
Chocolate Avenue.
The parish was established
in 1920, and Bishop Philip
McDevitt changed the name
from St. John the Evangelist
to St. Joan of Arc, as she had
been canonized in May of that
year. The parish is one of the
first in the United States named
for the French martyr.
Bishop McDevitt laid the
cornerstone of the church
on December 5, 1920, and
celebrated the first Mass in
the unfinished church. It was
dedicated on May 26, 1922,
topped with a bell donated by
Milton Hershey in memory of
his wife, who was a faithful
Catholic.
Within three years, the
Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy
arrived from Steelton to visit
parish families and teach the
children. The Sisters have been
a firm foundation of St. Joan
of Arc Parish, and continue to
serve in various capacities,
including at St. Joan of Arc
School, which first opened in
1927.
The parish continued to grow,
and a new church and school
were warranted, built on a plot
of land on the west end of town.
On November 23, 1947, ground
was broken for the new school,
which opened the following
September. Its auditorium was
used for the celebration of Mass
to accommodate the number of
More ST. JOAN
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‘What can we
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do throughout
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the year to
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65 ministries.
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In 2020, the
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school moved
and a lot of
Bishop Ronald Gainer concelebrates Mass for the 100th
to a spacious
ministries at
anniversary of St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey on December 5.
building on 36
this parish. It’s
acres outside
a large parish.
of town.
It can be hard to meet people and feel a sense of
The move was made possible by an ongoing
community. Our goal for this centennial year is for
Centennial Project, allowing for the expansion of
people to feel that they are part of this community
the school and its growing enrollment.
and understand how special it is to belong to a
“It’s a beautiful history of God at work in the
parish that’s been here for 100 years,” she said.
midst of his people, a history of the willingness
Roksandic has been has a member of St.
of our predecessors to sacrifice, to want to have
Joan’s for 34 years, and remembers the first
a sacred place, a church where God can be
time she attended Mass there: It was a children’s
worshipped in the mystery of the Eucharist, in the
Mass on Christmas Eve, and she was holding her
sacraments celebrated, in worship and prayer, in
newborn son.
social bonding and in service to those in need in
“We were sitting in the old cafeteria and it was
the name of Jesus Christ,” Bishop Gainer said in
packed. Suddenly, in came a donkey, a sheep, all
his homily.
these live animals. There was a live crèche there
and little kids around. I looked at my husband and
Centennial Celebration
that’s when we decided to join St. Joan of Arc,”
St. Joan of Arc’s centennial has been a yearlong celebration; even longer when one considers she said.
Centennial committee member Barbara
that the anniversary year was initially planned for
McCarthy joined St. Joan of Arc Parish in 1993,
August 2019 through 2020. But the delay of the
celebration due to Covid-19 concerns allowed for when she became a member of the Catholic
an extension of festivities planned by members of Church. She fondly recalled the late Father
Louis Ogden, who was the parochial vicar when
the Centennial Committee.
Among the activities: an outdoor prayer service she attended classes for the Rite of Christian
Initiation.
around the statue of St. Joan Arc, a Christmas
“At our last class, he brought in people from all
ornament fundraiser picturing the church, a
the
organizations at the parish and told each of
summer service project donating more than
us that we should join one of the groups. I joined
100 pairs of flip flops to the food bank, and a
luncheon at the Hershey Lodge following the
More ST. JOAN
anniversary Mass.
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love, absolution fills in the pot
holes, levels the bumps and
makes our twisted ways straight.
I pray that, as we reflect upon
the message of John the Baptist,
as we celebrate this great
centennial anniversary, if you’ve
been away from the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, make this time
of preparation for Christmas the
best it can be, by making yourself
accessible to the forgiveness of
God.”
Speaking to The Catholic
Witness about the community
of faith and the centennial
celebration, Father Sceski said,
An altar server lights the candles prior to the start of Mass.
“What’s wonderful about St. Joan
of Arc Parish is that we’re a very
ST. JOAN
tight-knit community. We have a diverse parish
from 4
with a lot of professionals and older, long-time
parishioners. They all love the parish and are
the Council of Catholic Women, and have been
always ready to support it. They’re very generous
a member faithfully ever since,” McCarthy said.
and want to be part of something successful.
“I’ve been very involved in the parish all these
“As we look at the past 100 years, we see
years. Working for the Church has been the
it was a predominantly Italian parish, and we
highlight of my life. Joining the Catholic Church
see how the faith has grown into more than 65
was the best decision I ever made. St. Joan of
Arc Parish has been really special in my life, and ministries. I want people to see how the parish
and school have grown incrementally and that
in my family’s life.”
we’re standing on the shoulders of amazing
“I hope this anniversary instills pride in our
people in the past to be where we are today,” he
people for the parish,” she added.
said. “Our efforts are about the future generations
Preparing the Way
and staying family-centered in the faith.”
Celebrating the Mass on the Second Sunday
of Advent, Bishop Gainer spoke in his homily
about being prepared to welcome Christ.
Reflecting on the day’s Gospel (Luke 3:1-6)
in which John the Baptist proclaims a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, the
bishop told the congregation that “Jesus wants to
access our minds, our hearts, our souls. It is our
responsibility to make ourselves accessible to the
Lord Jesus Christ…. All of us have something in
our minds and hearts that is somewhat twisted
and dark, and our Lord wants to make them
straight and brightened.”
“During this season of Advent, the roadwork
to make ourselves accessible for the coming of
A choir member joins in song during
Jesus Christ is the Sacrament of Reconciliation,”
the Centennial Mass.
the bishop said. “Through the power of God’s
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‘Extraordinary’ Results for Catholic Schools in ‘Extra Give’
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Tops $211,000

By Jen Reed
second showing in the one day of giving event
The Catholic Witness
saw 485 donors rally to raise over $211,000 to
The 2021 Extraordinary Give proved to be
support the Fund for OMPH School, placing
another astounding fund-raiser for Catholic
our school eight among the 516 participating
schools in Lancaster County.
nonprofit organizations,” said Jen Francis, the
In total, the five
school’s Director
Diocesan schools
of Marketing
that participated in
and Enrollment.
the annual one-day
“Additional offline
donation drive on
gifts of over
Nov. 19 received
$10,000 given
$282,380. The
on the day of the
largest portion of
Extra Give brings
the total, by far,
our total to over
was raised by Our
$222,000!”
Mother of Perpetual
Unbridled
Help School in
excitement
Ephrata: $211,750
permeated
in online donations.
throughout the
It’s an amazing
school that day as
feat, given that this
donations poured
Naomi Dresch and Sophie Hall celebrate the
year marked the
in. Students at
Extraordinary Give at Our Mother of Perpetual Help
school’s second
the PreK-8 school
School in Ephrata.
time participating
were greeted
in the one-day
with cheers and
marathon of giving. Last year, OMPH raised more pompoms at the start of the day, and celebrated
than $145,000 – a figure the school community
the announcement of various financial and donor
set out to top this time around with a goal of
milestones throughout the day. In the evening,
$200,000.
the school celebrated at a Fall Fest event for
“Our Mother of Perpetual Help School’s
families, with games, treats and a movie.
“The OMPH School
community is profoundly grateful
to the hundreds of generous
donors who stepped forward
in faith to support our beloved
school,” Francis said. “The
money raised during the Give
this year will allow OMPH to
continue with improvements to
our facilities and upgrades to
our programs. Most importantly,
money raised during the Give
continues to provide financial aid
to all families in our community
who desire an OMPH School
Students at Sacred Heart of Jesus School celebrate a donation
More EXTRA GIVE
milestone by wrapping their pastor, Father Michael Metzgar, in
page 7
Christmas paper.
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EXTRA GIVE
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education for their children. May God bless
our generous donors for all they do for OMPH
School!”
The Extraordinary Give is an initiative of the
Lancaster County Community Foundation. The
one-day marathon inspires donors to make
online contributions to boost local non-profits and
schools at the start of the holiday season. This
year’s 24-hour event began at midnight on Nov.
19 and raised more than $15.8 million for 516
organizations.
In addition to Our Mother Perpetual Help,
four Catholic schools also received significant
contributions: Lancaster Catholic High School,
$24,692; Sacred Heart of Jesus School, $22,346;
St. John Neumann School, $13,285; and
Resurrection Catholic School, $10,307.
Resurrection topped its last year’s results in
the Give, in both funds raised (from $6,925 in
2020) and in donors contributing (from 77 in 2020
to 84 this year).
Gemma Pasewicz, Marketing and
Communications Director at Resurrection, said
the PreK-8 school ramped up its promotion of
the Extraordinary Give via its Facebook and
Instagram accounts, and e-blasts to the school
community.
“Our goal for this year was $10,000, so we
exceeded that, which is amazing,” Pasewicz said.

Resurrection Catholic School students Anna
Nguyen, Evangeline Little, Madison Grau,
Celina Hernandez and Afomia Gilamichael
celebrate the Extraordinary Give.
“We have amazing supporters at RCS and
want to thank them for their continued support for
the school,” she said.
This year marked St. John Neumann School’s
third time participating in the Extraordinary Give.
“Our desire to participate was because we
wanted to be part of the energy around the
amazing level of philanthropy occurring on that
one day in the Lancaster community,” said Janice
Wolfe, Director of Admissions and Advancement.
“As our community shared our story on social
media, we were able to extend our reach beyond
those we already know and the positive
energy was contagious. We had a few
donors give multiple times within the day
because they wanted to help us reach
our donor and dollar goals.”
The funds will support The SJNCS
Fund, which underwrites all of the
school’s endeavors.
“We did set goals for the amount
raised as well as for donors involved.
While the dollar goal was great, we are
very excited that we were able to reach
our donor goal because it indicates that
we extended our connections into the
community beyond those we already
know,” Wolfe said.  

Father Jim Szobonya, C.Ss.R., receives a donation from
third-grader Teddy Gyles, who donated his own money to
the drive.

More EXTRA GIVE
page 8
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At Sacred Heart of Jesus, donors were
motivated to reach various milestones via a
series of school-wide incentives, including
extra recess time, a dress-down day and some
“silliness with Father Metzgar.” For the latter,
students enveloped Father Michael Metzgar,
pastor, in wrapping paper as a reminder that he is
a gift to the school.
Contributions from 146 donors raised $22,346
for Sacred Heart, a significant increase from the
school’s first foray into the Extraordinary Give in
2018, which resulted in just over $14,000 from 76
people.
“Most of the funds raised are earmarked for
tuition assistance, as nearly 70% of our students
receive some assistance,” said Ann Weaver, who
oversees fundraising and public relations at the
PreK-8 school.
In a show of appreciation, students offered
messages of gratitude in a video to donors,
https://youtu.be/k-_X7edXQPc, with the
message, “Thank you for your generous donation
to Sacred Heart School! Your gift of a day, week,
month, or trimester of education will bear fruit

St. John Neumann School used promotional
material to drum up support for donations to the
Extraordinary Give.
in the lives of our students for years to come,”
Weaver said.
Since its launch in 2012, the Extraordinary
Give has raised more than $63 million for
Lancaster-area organizations. Find more
information at www.extragive.org.
To learn about Catholic school education in the
Diocese, visit www.gocatholicschools.org.

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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St. Columba Parish Welcomes Bishop on First Sunday of Advent
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
A dusting of snow covered
the grounds of St. Columba
Parish in Bloomsburg on the
first Sunday of Advent, a sort of
tangible reminder – along with
the newly-lit Advent wreath – of
Christ’s impending arrival at
Christmas.
No doubt, the snowfall and
the adorned Advent wreath lent
to an anticipatory atmosphere
in the Columbia-County church
that morning.
The Advent season, however,
is also a time of preparation in
which the faithful direct their
hearts and minds to Christ’s
second coming at the end of
time – a message that Bishop
Ronald Gainer underscored
during his pastoral visit to St.
Columba on Sunday, November
28.
Celebrating Mass for the
parish community, the bishop
called to mind Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol,” the story
of the miser Ebenezer Scrooge
and the visits of the ghosts

of Christmas past,
present and future that
ultimately turn him into
a kind and charitable
man.
Dickens’ classic is
a “timeless story of
conversion” and “very
much the message of
Advent,” Bishop Gainer
said.
“Advent asks us to
look to the past, the
centuries of longing
and waiting of God’s
chosen people to
fulfill the promise of a
Messiah,” he remarked.
It calls us to look
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
at the future, “as the
Altar server Isabelle Honabach lights
Gospel clearly tells,
the Advent wreath after the blessing by
to remind us that time
Bishop Ronald Gainer.
itself will culminate in
the glorious return of
Jesus…,” the bishop said. “The “As we begin his new year
together in the Church, the
one who came in humility in
Lord warns us about those
the manger at Bethlehem will
dispositions that are essential
come in majesty and glory. The
for us to live in the present
one whose identity was hidden
moment, grateful for all that
will come with his identity
undeniable. The one who came God has done in the past,
understanding that those very
and was judged
mysteries of salvation come to
will come in glory
us in the sacraments, especially
to be the judge.”
in the Eucharist…and to be
Advent asks
prepared to stand up and
us to look to the
future, “to ask
welcome the king of kings when
he returns in glory,” Bishop
ourselves how
Gainer said.
we are doing
During the Mass, Father
in the present
Richard Mowery, pastor, joined
moment, and
what do we need
altar servers for the lighting of
the Advent wreath, which was
to do to be more
ready to celebrate blessed by Bishop Gainer.
Located in the northernmost
the wonder of
county in the Diocese of
the Christmas
Christian Tloczynski leads the congregation in miracle,” he said.
More ST. COLUMBA, page 10
the Responsorial Psalm.
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Harrisburg, the history of St. Columba Parish
dates to 1826, when German and Irish
Catholics
were working
on the local
canal and
railroads.
Priests from
Milton and
Pottsville
cared for
the spiritual
needs of the
laborers and
their families.
Father Patrick Devine, a former pastor of St.
By the late
Columba
Parish, distributes Holy Communion.
1840s, they
became
a mission
a number of times since I retired, but this
of St. Joseph
was special because it was the first time
and St. Hubert
concelebrating with the bishop,” said Father
parishes in
Devine, who resides in Elysburg in his retirement
Danville. St.
from active ministry. “It was wonderful to watch
Altar server Adrianna
Columba
how the people were participating and engaged
Howell prepares for the
received full
in the whole Mass.”
entrance procession with the
parish status in
“It’s always terrific to come back and be a part
processional crucifix.
1882 with the
of it,” he said. “It was a joy to see everyone.”
appointment of
the first resident pastor.
The parish continues to be a strong,
faith-based community with various
ministries that evangelize and serve
the local community, including St.
Columba School, Meals on Wheels,
prison ministry, an angel tree project,
support of the Bloomsburg Food
Cupboard and the efforts of the
Knights of Columbus and the Council
of Catholic Women.
The November 28 liturgy and
luncheon that followed in the adjacent
parish center was a notable occasion
for parishioners, gathered for the
Clergy are pictured in the sacristy following the celebration
Mass concelebrated by the bishop,
of Mass at St. Columba Church on the first Sunday of
their current pastor, and Father Patrick
Advent. From left are Deacon Jerome Kleponis, a native of
Devine, former pastor from 1994-2009.
the parish; Father Richard Mowery, pastor; Bishop Ronald
“I have been back to the parish
Gainer and Father Patrick Devine, a former pastor.

Diocese Honors Religious Sisters
Celebrating Milestone Jubilees

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Honoring religious Sisters celebrating milestone
anniversaries of their final vows, the Diocesan Office
for Clergy and Religious Life hosted a Mass, speaker
and luncheon on November 20 at the Diocesan
Center in Harrisburg. The gathering recognized
Sisters who celebrated their anniversaries this year
and last year, as they were unable to gather for last
year’s event due to health concerns surrounding the
pandemic.
Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father William Forrey,
Secretary for Clergy and Religious, concelebrated
Mass for the Sisters who attended the gathering,
which took place five days before Thanksgiving.
“It is the season of Thanksgiving in the secular
world, but, of course, in the Church world, it is always
the season of Thanksgiving – especially so in our
Catholic faith and our devotion to the Eucharist,
which means ‘thanksgiving,’” the bishop told the
jubilarians in his homily. “You took the giant leap to
say yes to Our Lord many years ago; we thank you
for that yes today.”
“It is not just about all the years of dedicated
service you have given to the Church and your
communities, but the fidelity you have shown with
holiness,” he said of their anniversaries.
Jubilarians Sister Rita Smith,
SSJ, left, and Sister JoAnn
Siesko, DM, present the gifts to
Bishop Gainer.

At right, Sisters of Christian Charity lead the
congregation in song: Sister Carol Schuyler, Sister
Mary Vu, Sister Mary Joseph Albright and Sister
Elizabeth Kovacs.
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The Jubilarians
25 Years
Sister Mary Vu, SCC
35 Years
Sister Mary F. Altavilla, RGS
Sister Patricia M. Barnette, RGS
Mother Stella Marie of Jesus, OCD
45 Years
Sister Carol Ann Terlicher, SSCM
Sister M. Carol Therese, SSCM
50 Years
Sister Irene M. Gaydos, SSCM
Sister Jean M. Holup, SSCM
Sister Loretta M. Hrubec, SSCM
Sister Eileen McGowan, DM
Sister JoAnn Siesko, DM
Sister Rita Smith, SSJ
Sister Kathleen White, SSJ
55 Years
Sister Judith Tarozzi, DM
60 Years
Sister Denise Fallat, SSCM
Sister Anne L. Freed, SSJ
Sister M. Christopher Godlewski, SSCM
Sister Bernice Marie, SSCM
Sister Carol Marie Walsh, SSCM
65 Years
Sister Donna Ivanko, SSCM
Sister Gloria Kascak, SSCM
Sister Anne Meadowcroft, ASC
70 Years
Sister M. Jacqueline, SSCM
Sister Colette Tenley, ASC
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McDevitt’s Quest for State Championship Remains a Future Mission

championship football the exciting
draw it is, the Crusaders jumped out
to a 13-0 lead just two minutes into
the game. But, by the first quarter’s
midway point, the Quips showed off
their offensive explosiveness, followed
by a nifty pick-6 to make the score 1413. That momentum swing seemingly
deflated McDevitt’s balloon for the rest
of the game.
Thursday night’s championship
game was the fourth time in 11
years that McDevitt has reached
the state final game, but its first
since 2013. And that ghost of past
near-misses continues to haunt the
Crusaders; though the names on the
roster change, these great athletes and football
players in blue and Vegas gold continue to find
disappointment in Hershey. Still, there is much to
be proud of with this Crusader team.
“In my 24 years of coaching, I do not know
that I have ever been more proud of a football
team than this one,” 24-year veteran Coach Jeff
Weachter said to the media after the game. “They

McDevitt’s freshman
quarterback Stone
Saunders reflects on a
close loss to Aliquippa in
the state championship.

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
As if right out of the scene in Charles Dickens’
timeless novel A Christmas Carol, the ghost
of Christmas past came calling again for the
Crusaders of Bishop McDevitt in the Class 4A
PIAA state football final against Aliquippa at
HersheyPark Stadium on a cold, but perfect night
for football in Chocolatetown.
In a scintillating December 9 game that
featured big plays, pivotal moments of
momentum swings that make Pennsylvania

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Quips running back Jon Tracy tries to gain the edge on
this run in the state championship game.

More McDEVITT
page 13

Aliquippa’s Tajier Thornton makes an
acrobatic, key catch to set up the gamewinning touchdown
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played a great team over there and we played a
great game. I am proud of them, and never have
I been more proud.”
There is much to be proud of. The Crusaders
lost in week one to Philly-based LaSalle College
High in August, only to cruise through the rest
of the conference schedule with total ease. Not
until the District 3 championship game played at
Bishop McDevitt against Lampeter-Strasburg did
the Crusaders run into a test on a cold, blustery
night that felt more like mid-January than the
Friday after Thanksgiving.
The Crusaders escaped with a 7-0 win, and
if the Pioneers had not fumbled the football
three times in the red zone, McDevitt’s quest
for that elusive state championship would been
gone with the wind that night. Give great credit
to the Crusaders’ great defense though; they
were the unit responsible for bringing home
another District 3 gold trophy for this immensely
successful program.
In the state semi-final game against the
Eagles of Bishop Shanahan on the first Friday
of December, McDevitt won 28-21, after scoring
two touchdowns early in the third quarter to break
a halftime tie of 14-14, which gave the Eagles
too much mountain to climb to come back. With
123 yards of penalties and several special-team
miscues, the Crusaders’ defense made a late
fourth quarter stand to escape Coatesville with
a dramatic win and a ticket to Hershey to
meet the Quips of Aliquippa.
With the score tied 20-20 at half in the
state final, it was either team’s game to
win or lose. The Quips were able to drive
the field twice for scores to go up by 14
as quarter four began. This great football
game between two evenly matched prized
fighters hinged, however, on several
punches the Quips landed on the jaw and
the Crusaders did not.
Late in the first half, McDevitt failed to
convert a fourth and two just outside the
Quips’ 20-yard line that would have set-up
More McDEVITT
page 14

McDevitt’s coaching staff consoles each other
after another difficult final loss. The Crusaders
last won a state championship in football in 1995.

Crusaders’ senior wideout Mario Easterly makes
a big play in the state semi-final game.

McDevitt’s Cyncir Bowers converts a first down to seal
the state semi-final game for the Crusaders.

McDEVITT
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a golden opportunity to take a
one-score lead into the warm
locker room at half. Never could
the Crusaders run the football
with needed consistency – they
lost the time of possession
battle by far and that put a tired
and asked-much-of defense at
peril all game long.
Credit goes to Aliquippa,
who came into the game with
a score to settle with the PIAA,
which is making the program
jump to 5A in classification
next year given that they have
had more than three transfers
into the district to play football
in the past year. Given the
old steel town’s steep decline
in population, it seems a stiff
penalty to pay for a school that
only has 33 seniors in its 2022
graduating class.
The Quips played like a
team with nothing to lose as
they converted three crucial
fourth downs in the second half
to ice the Crusaders. The last
one, a fourth-and-one with less
than three minutes left in their
own territory, was a gutsy and
bold call by head coach Mike
Warfield. The conversion gave
the Quips the opportunity to run
out the clock on the Crusaders,
who could only helplessly watch
the ticks melt off the clock with
no timeouts left to stop a fresh
set of downs.
The ghost of Christmas
present now came haunting,
chains clanging with that bold
gambit by the Quips. The final
score was 34-27.
The loss brings a close
to a group of seniors that
Coach Weachter said after
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Crusaders’ captains hoist yet another District 3
championship trophy.
the game “had brought back
even more motivated,” junior
McDevitt football to this level.”
and team leader Riley Robell
As the story goes, this current
said after the game. “This fire
disappointment will not linger
now, if this doesn’t fuel us,
long, as the ghost of Christmas
nothing will.”
future surely
paints a picture
full of hope and
redemption for
the Crusaders
as they return
the majority of
their starting
offense and
defense. The
next 365 days
will be about
hard work and
forging that
bond already
clearly present
with the goal
of returning to
Hershey to put
those novelcreated ghosts
to bed for good.
“It became
very clear
Bishop McDevitt defenders celebrate a
tonight that we
Lampeter-Strasburg turnover late in the District 3
are going to be
championship game.
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One Core Issue May Decide the Dobbs Abortion Case; Here’s Why
By Shannon Mullen
Among the demonstrators were four women
Catholic News Agency
shown in a viral swallowing pills behind a large
The U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments sign that read, “We are taking abortion pills
about the constitutionality of Mississippi’s 15forever,” a reference to the prescription drugs
week state abortion ban on Dec. 1, a high-stakes mifepristone and misoprostol that when used in
test of the settled-ness of legalized abortion in a
combination will induce a miscarriage.
deeply unsettled nation still sharply divided over
Mississippi is asking the court to do more than
the right to life.
simply uphold
The case,
the state’s
Dobbs v.
abortion law; it
Jackson
wants the court
Women’s
to overturn
Health
both Roe and
Organization, is
a later ruling
viewed by many
that affirmed it
Catholic leaders
nearly 20 years
and pro-life
later, the 1992
groups as the
case Planned
best chance
Parenthood v.
yet to overturn
Casey.
the court’s
Both Roe
landmark 1973
and Casey
Roe v. Wade
“have no
decision, which
basis in the
has barred
Katie Yoder/CNA Constitution,”
restrictive earlyScott G.
Students from Liberty University pray in front of the U.S.
term abortion
Stewart, the
Supreme Court during oral arguments in the Dobbs v. Jackson
laws like
state’s solicitor
Women’s Health Organization abortion case on Dec. 1, 2021.
Mississippi’s
general, said
for the past 48
in his opening
years.
argument.
Over that time, some 62 million abortions have
“They have no home in our history or
taken place in the United States, statistics show,
traditions. They’ve damaged the democratic
a grim toll the Catholic Church sees as both a
process. They poison the law. They’ve choked off
grave evil and a catastrophic political failure.
compromise for 50 years,” he said.
Conversely, a decision that strikes down
In Roe, the court ruled that states could not
Mississippi’s 2018 law, called the Gestational
ban abortion before viability, which the court
Age Act, which prohibits abortions after the 15th
determined to be 24 to 28 weeks into pregnancy.
week of gestation, would represent a devastating Casey, viewed as the “Dobbs” of its day, found
setback for the pro-life movement. For many
that while states could regulate pre-viability
years it has pinned its hopes of overturning
abortions, they could not enforce an “undue
Roe on the goal of securing a supermajority of
burden.” The Casey court defined that term to
conservative justices on the nation’s highest
mean “a substantial obstacle in the path of a
court, as is the case now.
woman seeking an abortion of a nonviable fetus.”
With thousands of people keeping a vocal but
Stewart said the two cases have “kept this
peaceful vigil outside the Supreme Court on a
court at the center of a political battle that it can
bright, brisk morning in Washington, D.C., the
nine justices took up the intensely anticipated
More DOBBS
case in a proceeding that lasted nearly two hours.
page 16
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on it, it belongs to the people.”
against their will,” she said.
DOBBS
In its court brief, Mississippi
“Two generations have now
from 15
cites stare decisis as the reason relied on this right,” Rikelman
never resolve.”
Roe and Casey should be
continued. “And one out of
“Nowhere else does this
overturned.
every four women makes the
court recognize a right to end a
“Roe and Casey are
decision to end a pregnancy.”
human life,” he said.
egregiously wrong. The
A third attorney arguing
conclusion that abortion is a
before the court Wednesday,
A Question of ‘Settled’ Law
constitutional
right
has
no
basis
U.S. Solicitor General Elizabeth
Legal scholars see the
in text, structure, history, or
B. Prelogar, representing
court’s reluctance to overturn
tradition,”
the
brief
states.
Roe
the Biden administration in
past rulings, even highly
itself broke from precedent
opposition to Mississippi’s
controversial ones, as
because
it
invoked
“a
general
abortion law, couched the
Mississippi’s greatest hurdle in
‘right to privacy’ unmoored
Dobbs case in similar terms.
Dobbs.
from
the
Constitution,”
the
state
She said overturning Roe
As anticipated, that legal
argues.
and Casey would be “an
principle, known as stare
“Abortion
is
fundamentally
unprecedented contraction of
decisis, loomed large at the
individual rights and a stark
hearing, dominating the litigants’ different from any right this
Court
has
ever
endorsed.
departure from principles of
oral arguments and the justices’
No other right involves, as
stare decisis.”
questions. Justice Amy Coney
abortion
does,
‘the
purposeful
Barrett, the newest addition to
Credibility Concerns
termination of a potential life,’”
the court’s 6-3 conservative
Liberal justices Stephen
the brief states. “Roe broke
majority, said that stare decisis
G.
Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor,
from prior cases, Casey failed
is “obviously the core of this
and Elena Kagan argued that
to rehabilitate it, and both
case.”
overturning Roe and Casey
recognize a right that has no
The term comes from the
would undermine the court’s
basis in the Constitution.”
Latin phrase, Stare decisis
integrity by signaling that its
But Julie Rikelman, litigation
at non quieta movere, which
decisions were influenced by
director of the Center for
means “to stand by things
political pressure.
Reproductive Rights, sharply
decided and not disturb settled
“Will this institution survive
disagreed.
points.”
the
stench that this creates in
“Casey and Roe were
Stewart, the Mississippi
the public perception that the
correct,” Rikelman, who
solicitor general, argued that
constitution and its reading are
represented Jackson Women’s
legalized abortion remains
just political acts?” Sotomayor
Health, Mississippi’s last
an unsettled debate in the
remaining abortion provider, told said. “I don’t see how it is
United States nearly a halfpossible.”
the justices.
century after Roe. He argued
Conservative Justice Brett M.
She added that there is an
that the issue should be left to
Kavanaugh, however, pushed
“an especially high bar here”
democratically elected state
back against that reasoning. He
as the Supreme Court rejected
legislatures, not the courts.
noted that “some of the most
“every possible reason” for
“The Constitution places its
overturning Roe when it decided consequential and important”
trust in the people. On hard
decisions in the Supreme
Casey nearly 30 years ago.
issue after hard issue, the
Court’s history overturned prior
“Mississippi’s ban on
people make this country work,”
rulings. He cited such cases
abortion two months before
he said.
viability is flatly unconstitutional as the historic civil rights case
“Abortion is a hard issue.
Brown v. Board of Education,
under decades of precedent.
It demands the best from all
Mississippi asks for the court to which struck down legalized
of us, not a judgment by just
segregation, and Miranda v.
dismantle this precedent and
a few of us when an issue
More DOBBS
affects everyone. And when the allow states to force women to
page 17
remain
pregnant
and
give
birth
Constitution does not take sides
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Arizona, which required police to inform suspects
they have a right to remain silent.
“If the court had done that in those cases (and
adhered to precedent), this country would be
a much different place,” Kavanaugh said. Why
then, he asked Rikelman, shouldn’t the court do
the same in Dobbs, if it were to deem that Roe
and Casey were wrongly decided?
“Because the view that a previous precedent
is wrong, your honor, has never been enough for
this court to overrule, and it certainly shouldn’t
be enough here, when there’s 50 years of
precedent,” Rikelman responded. The court
needs a “special justification” to take such a step,
she argued, saying that Mississippi has failed to
provide any.
Said Rikelman: “It makes the same exact
arguments the court already considered and
rejected in its stare decisis analysis in Casey.”
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., a conservative, took
up a similar line of questioning with Prelogar, the
U.S. solicitor general.
“Is it your argument that a case can never be
overruled simply because it was egregiously
wrong?” he asked.
“I think that at the very least, the state
would have to come forward with some kind of
materially changed circumstance or some kind of
materially new argument, and Mississippi hasn’t
done so in this case,” Prelogar responded.
“Really?” Alito replied. “So suppose Plessy
versus Ferguson (an 1896 decision that affirmed
the constitutionality of racial segregation laws)
was re-argued in 1897, so nothing had changed.
Would it not be sufficient to say that was an
egregiously wrong decision on the day it was
handed down and now it should be overruled?”
“I think it should have been overruled, but I
think that the factual premise was wrong in the
moment it was decided, and the court realized
that and clarified that when it overruled in Brown,”
Prelogar said.
“So there are circumstances in which a
decision may be overruled, properly overruled,
when it must be overruled simply because it
was egregiously wrong at the moment it was
decided?” Alito asked.
When Prelogar didn’t directly answer the

question, Alito pressed again.
“Can a decision be overruled simply because
it was erroneously wrong, even if nothing has
changed between the time of that decision and
the time when the court is called upon to consider
whether it should be overruled?” he asked. “Yes
or no? Can you give me a yes or no answer on
that?”
“This court, no, has never overruled in that
situation just based on a conclusion that the
decision was wrong. It has always applied the
stare decisis factors and likewise found that they
warrant overruling in that instance,” Prelogar
said.
Roberts Cites China, North Korea
While the main focus of Wednesday’s
proceeding related to stare decisis, there
was also discussion of the viability standard
established by Roe.
“I’d like to focus on the 15-week ban because
that’s not a dramatic departure from viability,”
Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said in an
exchange with Rikelman.
“It is the standard that the vast majority of other
countries have. When you get to the viability
standard (set at 24 to 28 weeks) we share that
standard with the People’s Republic of China and
North Korea,” he said.
In response, Rikelman said Roberts’ statement
was “not correct,” arguing that “the majority of
countries that permit legal access to abortion
allow access right up until viability, even if they
have nominal lines earlier.” She elaborated that
while European countries may have 12- or 18week limits, they allow exceptions for “broad
social reasons, health reasons, socioeconomic
reasons.”
A 2021 analysis by the Charlotte Lozier
Institute found that 47 out of 50 European
nations limit elective abortion prior to 15 weeks.
Eight European nations, including Great Britain
and Finland, do not allow elective abortion
and instead require a specific medical or
socioeconomic reason before permitting an
abortion, the institute said.
The court may not announce a decision in the
Dobbs case for several months. It may come at
the end of its current term, in late June or early
July, when major decisions are often announced.
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Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre: Extending
Support and Care for Persecuted Christians in the Holy Land
By Lisa Maddux
Special to The Witness
The life of Christians in the
Holy Land is not an easy one.
“They live always
persecuted,” said Father John
Bateman, the local contact for
the Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem. “The
people of the Holy Land need
us.”
Father Bateman is the
pastor of St. Patrick Parish in
York, Director of the Diocese’s
Deacon Formation Program
and a Canonical Consultant
in the Tribunal. He is also
a passionate supporter of
the Holy Land and the local
contact for the order, which is
a worldwide lay institution that
provides assistance to support
Christians in the Holy Land.
Without the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem, Father Bateman
said, the Church in the Holy
Land would cease to exist. It
is his knowledge of the area
and his enthusiasm for the very
origins of the faith that lead
Father Bateman to encourage
more involvement in the order.
Father Bateman worked in
Rome for three years as the
secretary to the Grand Master
of the order, and had many
experiences around the world.
Before he held that job, he
thought that people involved in
the order had to do something
“stupendous,” but he said that
is not true. They do have to be
invited by the bishop to join,
but order members are regular
people who have a deep desire
to help.
“People join the order

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Diocesan members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem gathered for Mass in the chapel at Good Shepherd
Parish in Camp Hill on Oct. 25.
because they love the people
of the Holy Land,” he said.
Whereas the Franciscans deal
with the physical structure of
the Holy Land, Father Bateman
said the order deals with the
living structures – the people.
The order involves itself with the
geography of Palestine, Israel,
Jordan and Cyprus.
Father Bateman said
the order has three primary
purposes in the Holy Land:
education, human causes/
service and pilgrimage.
The Equestrian Order has
Catholic schools which provide
education to everyone who
wants to be there, regardless
of religion, he said. It is
encouraging to see different
faiths coexisting peacefully,
particularly in that part of the
world.
“If kids can learn and play
together, they’re not going to
see each other as monsters

when they grow up,” he said.
“We really see education as the
path to peace.”
It is important that the work
the order does in the Holy Land
has real benefits for the people
living there. Father Bateman
referenced a “baby warehouse”
which was supposed to serve
as a childcare facility, but did not
have many of the practices in
place that would be considered
healthy and supportive. The
Equestrian Order worked to
make it a better daycare facility.
He said they also work on
homes for children who are
abandoned and on physical
buildings to help parishes.
The third significant part of
the order experience is making
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
Father Bateman said the
pilgrimage really serves two
purposes – it lets those in the
More
EQUESTRIAN ORDER, 19
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of those are in the United States.
Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated a Mass
Holy Land see the members so they can feel
for
Diocesan
members of the order at Good
connected with the real people behind the good
Shepherd Church on Oct. 25, the Feast of Our
deeds, and it also gives the members a chance
Lady of Palestine, under whose patronage the
to live out their holy lives in a unique way. The
order works.
opportunity to see the tomb where Jesus was
Men are referenced as Knights, and women as
buried, to visit Calvary and see the anointing
Dames, or Ladies, once they receive investiture
stone are great journeys of faith, he said.
into the order. Dr. Carol Houghton previously
Father Bateman said order members can
make a pilgrimage as much as they want; he had served in the local coordinator position Father
been there three times before he joined, and four Bateman now fills, and is a Dame in the order.
She said she first heard about the order many
since.
years
ago when she first came to know Judge
When he was working in Rome, his parents
Genevieve Blatt, who was a Dame in the order
came to visit and his mom wanted to go to the
and someone Houghton very much admired.
Holy Land, so they did. They attended Mass in
She worked to learn more about the order and
the tomb where Jesus was buried.
was honored in 2007 to be asked to become a
“Every day is Easter Sunday inside the
member by Bishop Kevin Rhoades.
tomb,” Father Bateman said, explaining that the
“I couldn’t believe it!” said Houghton, who
Scripture reading doesn’t just say the women ran
to the tomb, it says they went to this tomb. Father is the former Chancellor of the Diocese of
Bateman said his mom cried from the experience. Harrisburg. “I was extremely honored and
humbled that he would think of me for this special
“Every time, it’s a different impact,” he said,
favor. It was really overwhelming for me.”
noting his visits to the Holy Land have brought
Houghton said her membership in the order
him a deeper understanding of the land and world
has
allowed her to grow in her spiritual life,
religion.
particularly because she feels a part of the
“If we want Christians to remain in Jerusalem,
universal Church and a special connection with
we need help,” he said. As the order’s liaison
the Holy Land.
in the Diocese of Harrisburg, Father Bateman
“I am directly connected to the land and
is happy to talk to anyone who is interested in
people where our Lord was born, lived, died,
learning more about the order – how to help or
and was raised to new life,” she said. “I am given
how to become a member. He said there are
30,000 members of the order in 45 countries; half opportunities to serve others in the Holy Land
that I otherwise would not
have.”
Houghton said she is
honored as a member
to financially aid the
maintenance of the holy
sites, especially the Holy
Sepulchre (the place where
Jesus was buried), so that
pilgrims will be able to
continue to visit those sites.
For more info about
the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre of
Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass for local Jerusalem, visit www.
members of the Equestrian Order on Oct. 25. oessh.va and www.
Pictured is an icon of Our Lady of Palestine, holysepulchre.net.
(Maddux is a freelance
under whose patronage the order works.
reporter for The Witness.)
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Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Bestow Servant Leadership Awards
Coyla Bartholomew,
Kenneth Battistelli,
Jonathan Bauer, John
Brokenshire, Caleb
Cackowski, Antonio
Centenera, Emma
Currie, Sam Elsen,
David Friedenberg,
Olivia Hinkson, Stanley
G. Hodder, Shane
Holcombe, Ryan Kerris,
Matthew Earl Nawn,
Anthony Petrick, James
Redmond, Jack Riley,
Robert F. Root, Isaac
Sister Barbara Sable, SS.C.M, left,
Joseph Roth, Julien
presents Lifetime Servant Leadership
Bernard Stellar, Ynhu
Awards to Rabbi Daniel Swartz and
Tran, Isabella Trujillo,
Denise Toczylousky.
Hailey Wickenheiser,
Zaida Witkowski,
leaders, deacons, sisters and
Hannah Yucha, and Jacob
priests, who have been role
Thomas Sebastian Zarski.
models for the teens. Mentors
Each teen was given the
recognized by the teens have
opportunity to select one
made a difference in their lives
person as a mentor who has
encouraged them to generously by modeling servant leadership
as a way of life in their family,
use their time and talents
parish, and community.
as a follower of Jesus. The
During the ceremony,
mentors selected were parents,
the
Sisters of Sts. Cyril and
grandparents, teachers,
coaches, youth ministers, scout Methodius also honored four
adults who received the Father
Matthew Jankola Lifetime
Servant Leadership Award in
the ministries of evangelization,
education, elder care and
ecumenism.
The evangelization award
was given to Sister M.
Canice Adams, SS.C.M. As
an educator for nearly five
decades, she first inspired
students, teachers, school staff,
and parents when she was
a teacher both in private and
Catholic schools and in parish
religious education programs.
Later, she led Catholic schools
Juniors and seniors are pictured with their Student Leadership
Awards at the Basilica of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Danville.
More SSCM AWARDS, page 21

From the Sisters of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius
On October 24 the Sisters
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in
Danville awarded the Servant
Leadership Award to 27
outstanding high school juniors
and seniors from the Diocese
of Harrisburg and the Diocese
of Scranton. The ceremony
took place at the Basilica
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius
in Danville. Since 2003, the
congregation has honored
nearly 1,300 teens with the
Servant Leadership Award.
The Servant Leadership
Award recognizes
distinguished high school
juniors and seniors who are
joyful witnesses, compassionate
proclaimers and enthusiastic
builders of the Kingdom of
God. The focus of the award is
on teens who remain active in
their faith and parish beyond
Confirmation, and who actively
serve in their parish, school and
community.
Receiving the award
were: Theresa Amarante,
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Elder care requires patience and flexibility,
as a principal and as South Carolina statewide
an ability to think of possibilities rather than
superintendent.
limitations, which Toczylousky has demonstrated
After her decades as an educator, Sister
over a lifetime as a servant leader. Toczylousky
Canice took on leadership of the St. Francis
is generous in sharing her skills, especially
Center at St. Helena Island, S.C., as co-director.
during this time of uncertainty in the pandemic.
In that role, she serves a diverse population
Her generosity has widened her impact by being
of native Sea Islanders, migrants and people
present with and among the staff and residents
displaced by domestic violence or loss of homes
at a time with personnel shortages, family
and jobs. The St. Francis Center provides food
visitor limitations, and an uncertain spread of
and clothing; oversees and provides materials
the contagious COVID virus. During this most
for home repairs for seniors and persons with
challenging time, she continued to serve and lead
disabilities; offers tuition assistance to elementary with compassion, joy, and enthusiasm.
through college students; and helps adults attain
Toczylousky envisions hospitality with a wide
literacy.
heart to provide countless ways to celebrate and
The education award was presented to
make new memories. While it would be much
Father Ray Carey, who has served more than
easier to stay safely inside by making phone calls
50 years as a dedicated diocesan priest for
and mailing greeting cards, she embarked on
the Archdiocese of Portland, Oregon. He is
innovative ways to reach the Meadows residents
recognized in vocation ministry as a brilliant
from a distance, with parking lot bingos, happy
teacher who has an extraordinary lifetime of
hour carts, and other ways to keep connected
experience devoted to teaching behavioral
while following safety precautions. She makes
assessment skills regarding candidates to
a difference in the lives of so many with her
religious life.
creative spirit, and her enthusiasm.
Father Carey presently teaches at Mount Angel
The award for ecumenism was presented to
Seminary Graduate School of Theology in St.
Rabbi Daniel Swartz, who has served as the
Benedict, Oregon. Since 1978 he has impacted
spiritual leader of Temple Hesed in Wilkes Barre,
countless lives through his workshops throughout Pa., since 2006. Rabbi Daniel is dedicated to the
North America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand
task of Tikkun Olam (repairing our world) and
and Fiji. He annually teaches the three-day
is very well versed in Pope Francis’ encyclical
“Behavioral Assessment” workshop, and the two- Ladato sí.
day “Ethical Issues in Vocation and Formation
In October, Rabbi Daniel traveled to Rome as
Ministry” workshop at the National Religious
part of an international, interfaith group and met
Vocation Conference Summer Institute. The
with Pope Francis. The Vatican invited only 50
whole premise of the behavioral approach is to
people from around the world to participate in
think in terms of “learnings and skills” rather than
a summit “Faith and Science: Towards COP26”
psychological traits or personality characteristics.
on October 4. Rabbi Daniel and the other group
Students who have benefitted from his
members had been working since December
workshops continue to apply what they have
to put together a new declaration on climate
learned not only to their work with candidates to
change, presented to the United Nations at their
Religious Life, but to their ministries in parish life
climate conference November 1-12 in Glasgow,
and in their own personal life.
Scotland. Rabbi Daniel was one of only a few
The Elder Care award was given to Denise
Americans invited, and one of only two rabbis.
Toczylousky, who has served as Event/Activities
He entered this challenge with great hope,
Coordinator for the Maria Joseph Continuing
stating, “Hope is the belief that if you work hard
Care Community Since 1998. Her dedication,
enough, it can get better. And that’s something
sincerity and kindness offer a warm welcome
faiths have carried since religion was invented—
to residents and their families at the Meadows
that possibility of hope. And so, we really want to
and Nazareth Memory Center in Danville, a
preach hope to the world.”
sponsored ministry of the Sisters of Saints Cyril
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Catholic News Agency
St. Eulalia descended from one of the most
prominent families in Spain in 290 A.D. She
was educated in the Christian religion and was
taught the sentiments of perfect piety. From
her infancy, she distinguished herself by an
admirable sweetness of temper, modesty and
devotion.
She showed a great love of the holy state
of virginity, and by her seriousness and her
contempt of dress, ornaments, diversions and
worldly company, she gave early signs of her
sincere desire to lead a heavenly life on earth.
Her heart was raised above the world before
she was thought capable of knowing it, so that
its amusements, which usually fill the minds of
youth, had no charms for her, and every day of
her life she continued to grow in virtue.
Legends say that she was just 12 years
old when the bloody edicts of the Emperor
Diocletian were issued in 304, by which it was
ordered that all persons, without exception of
age, sex, or profession, should be compelled to
offer sacrifice to the gods of the empire.
Eulalia, although young, took the publication
of this order as a sign of battle, but her mother,
observing her impatient ardor for martyrdom,
carried her into the country. However, the young
saint quickly found a means to make her escape
by night, and after much fatigue, arrived at
Mérida before daybreak.
That same morning, as soon as the court
convened, she presented herself before the
cruel judge, whose name was Dacian, and

reproached him with impiety
in attempting to destroy
souls by compelling them to
renounce the only true God.
The governor
then commanded her to
be seized. First, Dacian
presented to her the
advantages which her
birth, youth and fortune
gave her in the world,
and the grief which her
disobedience would bring
to her parents. Seeing that
these temptations had no
effect, he began to threaten
her, placing the most cruel instruments of torture
before her eyes, saying to her, “All this you
shall escape if you will but touch a little salt and
frankincense with the tip of your finger.”
Provoked at these seducing flatteries, she
threw down the idol, trampled upon the cake
which was laid for the sacrifice and spat at
the judge – an action only to be excused by
her youth and inattention under the influence
of zeal, and fear of the snares which were
laid before her.
Upon the judge’s order, two executioners
began to tear her tender sides with iron hooks,
so as to leave the very bones bare. While this
was happening, she called the strokes the
trophies of Christ. Next, lighted torches were
applied to her breasts and sides: under which
torment, instead of groans, nothing was heard
from her mouth but thanksgivings. The fire at
length catching her hair, surrounded her head
and face, and the saint was stifled by the smoke
and flame.
History says that a white dove seemed to
come out of her mouth, and to wing its way
upward when the holy martyr expired: at which
prodigy the executioners were so much terrified
that they fled and left the body.
Her relics are kept with great veneration at
Oviedo, where she is honored as patroness.
The Roman Martyrology mentions her name on
December 10.
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Petitionary Prayer: The ‘Wish List’
that Draws Us Closer to God
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Advent has begun. If there
are little ones (and not so little
ones) in your household, they
have begun making a list of
items they want Santa to bring.
As a child, I always had
difficulty listing items for
Santa. I thought, “Do I really
want it, or, is there something
else that would be better?” I
really could not make a strong
decision. Most of the time, I’d
say, “Santa, surprise me!” This
would make my parents go into
a spin. They would help me
make a decision but it was truly
a painful process! I compare
my hesitancy to the actions of
my brother. He immediately
knew what he wanted, made
the list and proudly gave it to
our parents. He always had
another problem: his list was a
VERY long on. My parents had
to work with him to minimize his
volumes!
I am reminded of this as I
continue my series on prayer.
In 13 Powerful Ways to Pray,
Father Eamon Tobin lists that
the second type of prayer
is the Prayer of Petition. He
describes this type of prayer in
this manner: “There are some
gifts we give to others without
their asking. Other gifts we
give only when we are asked.
In waiting to act in response to
our prayers or until we petition
Him, God is allowing us to
participate in our own salvation
and the salvation of others.
Also, the purpose of petitionary

prayer is to not inform God of
our needs but rather to inform
ourselves. Petitionary prayer
deepens our awareness of how
much we need God at every
moment of our lives.” 1
Did you catch the importance
in that quote? We need God
at every moment of our lives.
This need is expressed in our
complete dependence on God
within this type of prayer. It is
also rooted in Scripture: “So I
say to you, ask, and it will be
given to you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door
will be opened for you. For
everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches
finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be
opened. Is there anyone among
you who, if your child asks for
a fish, will give a snake instead
of a fish? Or if the child asks for
an egg, will give a scorpion? If
you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will
the heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!’” (Luke 11:9-13)
In order to truly pray this
type of prayer, rather than
“making a list and checking it
twice,” we need to be aware of
two things, according to Father
Tobin. The first is that God
is interested in our need. He
wants us to express our need.
He desires us to deepen our
trust in Him that our need will
be fulfilled in the way He knows
is best for us.
I remember one year as

“Thoughts from a
Catholic Evangelist”

Christmas was approaching,
my mom sat down with my
brother and I and told us
that because my dad was
unem-ployed, Christ-mas was
going to be a bit different.
Our presents would be our
presence with each other.
My mom challenged us to do
something for each member of
the family during the season of
Advent and that would be our
present to each other.
You see, God understands
our need but also knows how
to answer the secret desires
of our heart. Our ability to
trust in Him has to be ever
strengthened and renewed.
He does answer our prayers!
Maybe not in a way in which
we want or understand, but He
does answer them. All we need
is trust!
The second thing Father
Tobin says we need to be
aware of is that a closer
relationship with God is our
primary purpose of petitionary
prayer. The purpose of any
type of prayer is to deepen our
More SISTER GERALYN
page 25
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OBITUARIES

Deceased Clergy

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers
the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Krystyna Gardyasz
Steve Ogurcak
Mildred Arnold
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Michael Ferkile
Rosaria Mazzella Di
Bosco
Robert Stough
Shirley Fickes
Rosemary Balum
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Jill Rohrbaugh
Darlene “Sis” Staub
Vera Cook
Greencastle
St. Mark the Evangelist:
Nancy B. Roschli
St. Vincent de Paul:
Betty Jane Lawrence
Jean Brady
Mary Angel
Rita Cole
Norrine Kuhn
Harrisburg
Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick:
Ilene Bennett
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Krystyna Gardyasz
Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Herman Panacek
St. John Neumann:
Edward McAssey

Please pray for the following clergy who
died in December during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996

Jack Hirschler
Paul Hilton
Herman Horst
Jane Oberle
Shirley Hambright
Andrew Moranz

Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997

Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Ronald Blatt
Robert Yost
Mary Jane Sforza
Allen J. Powell, Sr.

Father Thomas Hemler, 2006

Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013

St. Benedict the Abbot:
Joyce J. Baker

Deacon Sabino “Sam” Moschella, 2013

Littlestown
St. Aloysius:
Mr. Robert Klunk
Mrs. Betty Ann Hevey

Deacon Andrew Fine, 2018

Manheim
St. Richard:
Timothy “Tim” G. Healy
Mechanicsburg
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:
Marcella Logan
John McGrath
George Carpenter
St. Katharine Drexel:
Margaret Dubas
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Michael P. Szymanski,
Sr.
Our Lady of Mount
Carmel:
Edward Sebastian
Kathleen Gusky
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Doris Capricci

Father Joseph H. Fennessy, 2015
Deacon John Mowery, 2018
Father Thomas R. Hoke, 2019
Father Robert Berger, 2020
Father Michael X. Bennett, 2020
Father Thomas Marickovic, 2020
Matthew Santo
Michael Schappel
New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Judith Ann Elterman
Mary Grant
Richard “Dick” Cain
Naomi August
Rosemary Conrad
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Elizabeth W. “Liz”
Fichner
Vincent “Vinnie”
Liaguno
Michael C. Mylott
Thomas F. Weiss

Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Ana Vukovic
Sunbury
St. Monica:
Louis Costa
York
St. Joseph:
Larry Richard Jones
Dante Fuligni
Kathryn Kelly
St. Rose of Lima:
Jackie Harkins
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York Knights Donate to Misericordia
Knights of Columbus Council 6353 of St. Joseph
Parish in York, once again made a difference in the
community, donating $12,000 to Misericordia Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center. The donation was made
possible by the Knights’ 5th Annual Charity Golf
Tournament, held at Heritage Hills Golf Resort on
June 24. A total of 102 golfers and 22 local sponsors
supported the event.
Council 6353 wishes to acknowledge fellow
Knights Patrick Nelson, tournament chairman; cochairs Frank Kibler and Kirk Wright; Misericordia
administrator, Marion Bittner; and Misericordia
Advancement Director, Samantha Hall. Their many
hours of behind the scenes planning and preparation
made the charity tournament a great success.

Pictured at the recent check presentation are, from
left to right: council financial secretary Kirk Wright;
Grand Knight, Kelly Brown; Misericordia Nursing and
Rehabilitation Administrator, Marion Bittner, NHA;
council trustee, Bill Fullerton; and immediate past
Grand Knight, Jonathan Gnau.
For more information, or to join the Knights of
Columbus, visit www.kofc.org. Council 6353 is
offering free memberships through June 30th, 2022.
Use promotional code: McGivney2020.
Next year’s golf tournament is scheduled for June
25, at Heritage Hills Golf Resort, with a shotgun start
tee time of 12:30 p.m. For more information, visit
www.knightsevent.info.

relationship with God, to allow our
heart to beat with the heart of God, to
live within the Divine Will.
God is not Santa Claus, giving us
every wish that is on our list. God truly
knows what is best for us and what
can bring us to our salvation, even if
that means suffering. All we need is
trust.
In summary, Father Tobin describes
this type of prayer in this manner,
“It is interesting to note that our
requests in prayer can reveal much
about our image of God and self
and our relationship with God. For
example, if we don’t dare pray for
the seemingly impossible things in
life, it is because we think God can’t
handle such a request? If we rarely
make small requests such as ‘Lord,
help me to find a parking space,’ is it
because we have an image of God
that causes us to think God would be
too busy to have an interest in our
parking problem? If we rarely pray
for ourselves because we think it is
selfish, does this outlook reveal a
poor self-image? Do we think we don’t
deserve God’s attention? If our prayer
is primarily dominated by petitionary
prayer, what might this say about our
relationship with God? If we throw
temper tantrums when God doesn’t
respond to our prayer exactly as we
asked, what does this reveal about us
and how we relate to God?”2
So, as you write your list for
Santa Claus, write a list for God that
expresses the desire of your heart in
relationship to Him, family, neighbor,
self, work and the larger world!
Tobin, Eamon. 13 Powerful Ways to
Pray. Beacon Publishing, 2016. Pg.
79.
2
Ibid, pg. 86-87.
1
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Advent Penance Services

Penance Services during the season of Advent include an
opening hymn, Scripture readings, and time for an examination
of conscience prior to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The
following is a list of services that parishes submitted to The
Witness. Call your parish for information if you don’t see it listed.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary
December 21 at 7 p.m.
Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM
December 14 at 7 p.m.
Bloomsburg
St. Columba
December 16 at 7 p.m.
Columbia
Holy Trinity
December 19 at 7 p.m.
St. Peter
December 21 at 7 p.m.
Conewago
Sacred Heart Basilica
December 18 at 10 a.m.
Dallastown
St. Joseph
December 12 at 2 p.m.
Danville
St. Joseph
December 13 at 7 p.m.
Duncannon
St. Bernadette
December 20 at 7 p.m.
Hanover
St. Joseph
December 22 at 7 p.m.
Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré
December 16 at 7 p.m.
St. Margaret Mary
December 16 at 7 p.m.
Lancaster
Assumption BVM
December 19 at 6:30 p.m.

St. Anthony of Padua
December 12 at 7 p.m.
St. John Neumann
December 16 at 7 p.m.
Lebanon
St. Cecilia
December 19 at 2 p.m.
Lewisburg
Sacred Heart of Jesus
December 17 at 7 p.m.
Lititz
St. James
December 21 at 7 p.m.
Marysville
Our Lady of Good Counsel
December 21 at 7 p.m.
Mechanicsburg
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
December 16 at 7 p.m.
Milton
St. Joseph
December 16 at 7 p.m.
Mount Joy
Mary, Mother of the Church
December 20 at 7 p.m.
New Cumberland
St. Theresa
December 12 at 7 p.m.
New Freedom
St. John the Baptist
December 20 at 7 p.m.
New Holland
Our Lady of Lourdes
Confessions every Saturday
from 4-:45 p.m.
and every Sunday in Advent
from 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great
December 14 at 7 p.m.
Selinsgrove
St. Pius X
December 15 at 7 p.m.
Shippensburg
Our Lady of the Visitation
December 15 at 7 p.m.
Steelton
Prince of Peace
December 19 at 3:30 p.m.
Confessions in English and
Croatian
Sunbury
St. Monica
December 14 at 7 p.m.
York
St. Joseph
December 19 at 4 p.m.
St. Patrick
December 18 at 10 a.m.
St. Rose of Lima
December 16 at 6 p.m.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

An ecumenical,
interreligious candlelight
remembrance service for
anyone who has experienced
the death of a friend, family
member or loved one to suicide
will take place Sunday, Dec.
12 at 6 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Basilica in Conewago. For more
information, please contact
Sue Poist at 717-624-2055 or
smpoist@hotmail.com. All are
welcome, no matter when the
suicide occurred. This service is
a time for us all to come together
to let you know you are not
alone.


Education &
Enrichment

St. Peter Parish in
Elizabethtown will host an
Advent evening of prayer with
Irish tenor Mark Forrest.
“Advent’s Journey of Hope”
will take place December 19 at 7
p.m. at the church on Mill Road.
Experience the Advent season
by reflecting on the Gospels,
meditating on the music and
experiencing the presence of
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.
For more information, call 717367-1255.
The 2022 LutheranAnglican-Roman Catholic
Day of Dialogue will be held on
Thursday, January 13. Our topic
this year will be Dismantling
Racism, featuring the Rev. Dr.
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Teresa L. Smallwood (Franklin
Kelly and Hope Eyster Kelly
Associate Professor of Public
Theology) and the Rev. Dr.
Rodney Smalls (pastor of
Macedonian Missionary Baptist
Church in Harrisburg). The
conference will be from 10 a.m.2 p.m. at the Diocesan Center,
with fellowship beginning at 9
a.m. All are welcome to attend.
Livestreaming is available for
those wishing to attend virtually.
Register online at www.
hbgdiocese.org/larc.

by the Women’s Guild on
December 11 in the church
social hall from 9 a.m.-noon, or
while supply lasts. Purchase a
pre-filled container of delicious
homemade Christmas cookies
for $10. Shop for unique
Christmas gifts from a selection
of homemade candies and a
white elephant table. Doors
open at 8:30 a.m. Come early
and join us for a free cup of hot
coffee. For directions or more
information about the Cookie
Walk, contact Joyce Price, 717994-0209.
Our Lady of the Blessed
Retreats &
Sacrament and Knights of
Pilgrimages
Columbus Council 15137
Not willing to let go of
in Harrisburg are hosting
your marriage? Attend
a Christmas Open House
the upcoming Retrouvaille
on Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. All are
weekend. Many couples
welcome to bring family
continue to struggle in a
and friends for an evening
marriage but are not willing to
of seasonal merriment! Visitors
give up on each other. There is
can view our Vietnamese
hope. Retrouvaille is a program community’s Nativity
designed to help struggling
scene while enjoying Christmas
marriages regain their health.
music in the church, then
It helps a husband and a wife
join us for fellowship, hot
rediscover or re-awaken the
chocolate, cookies, and candy
love, trust and commitment that canes in the parish social hall.
originally brought them together.
Instruments and voices
For more information about
come together at York
the January 28-30 weekend for
Catholic’s Christmas
couples, contact the registration concerts. The High school
team at retrouvaillehbg@gmail. concert is Sunday, December
com or 717-356-2185.
12, at 2 p.m. and features the
Concert Choir, Concert Band,
Events &
Jazz Bands and Brass Choir.
Fundraisers
The middle school concert is
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish
Monday, December 13, at 7
in Mifflintown will have its
annual Christmas Cookie
More NOTEBOOK, page 28
Walk & Bazaar sponsored
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if you have any questions.
Knights of Columbus
Council 628 and The
p.m. and features the Chorus
Christopher Club in Mount
and Band. Celebrate the season
and enjoy the sounds of holiday Carmel will sponsor the
annual “Blessing of the
spirit! Admission is free. Mask
Manger” on Dec. 11 at
protocol and social distancing
7:15 p.m. The program will
will be observed.
take place in the beautifully
Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary Parish in Elysburg will decorated social room. Local
priests and members of the
have its Christmas bazaar on
Mount Carmel Ministerium will
Dec. 11 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. The
participate. This is a community
bazaar will feature 40 crafters
event which is open everyone.
and vendors, raffles, delicious
food, holly bread sale, Christmas Refreshments and holiday
snacks and cookies will be
cookie trays and a basket raffle.
available.
2022 CDA National
Members of the Knights
Education Contest: Lancaster
of Columbus Council 628
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of
and The Christopher Club in
the Catholic Daughters of the
Mount Carmel will participate
Americas invites all youth in
in a Christmas Caroling
grades 4-12 to enter our 2022
program with the Mount
National Education Contest.
Carmel Area Ministerium,
2022 themes are, “With God
Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. in the Mount
All Things Are Possible” Mt.
Carmel Town Park. Hot
19:26 and “Where is God in
chocolate and hot dogs will be
my life when I am struggling?”
available. Also, look for the
Enter one or more contests in
arrival of St. Nick and Santa
art, essay, poetry, computer
Claus.
art, music and photography
St. Joseph Church in York
in your division. Go to http://
will host Epiphany Concerts
www.catholicdaughters.org/
at 7 p.m. on Friday, January 7
then under “members,” select
“forms” and go to “contests” for and Saturday, January 8, and
contest rules and details, or visit at 3 p.m. on Sunday, January
9. Churches from the greater
https://www.catholicdaughters.
org/documents/2021/9/2022%20 York area are being invited to
showcase their varied musical
Education%20Contest_
groups, choirs, ensembles,
English-1.pdf. Entries must be
and soloists to celebrate a
postmarked by or delivered to
Margaret T. Giordano, Education joyful Christmas Season
and a spirit of community
Contest Chairman, 1530
Hollywood Drive, Lancaster, PA friendship. Refreshments
will be served throughout the
17601 by Feb. 1, 2022 .Leave a
voice message at 717-390-9035 event. All are welcome to join
us in celebrating Christmas. If
NOTEBOOK, from 27

interested in participating, please
contact: Stephen Falencki, St.
Joseph Church York Music
Ministry, at Falencki@sjy.org or
717-755-7503, ext. 248.
The Notre Dame Chorale
will commence their
2022 Winter Tour with a
performance at Saint Patrick
Cathedral, Harrisburg, on
Monday, Jan. 3. The Chorale
performance will begin at 7 p.m.
This is their first performance as
part of the Winter Tour, which
is leading up to the Chorale’s
international tour in May 2022.
The Chorale is being hosted
by the Notre Dame Club of
Harrisburg. The event is free
but donations will gratefully be
accepted.
Our Mother of Perpetual
Help School in Ephrata is
hosting a “Sunday Tour Day”
of the school on December 12
from 1-3 p.m. The “Sunday Tour
Day” is perfect for families who
are unable to schedule a tour
during the week. OMPH School
Principal Mrs. Peggy Snyder,
and OMPH School Enrollment
Director Mrs. Jen Francis will be
on site to answer any academic
and admissions questions
from prospective families.
Registration is required; please
email the Enrollment Office at
enrollment@omph.org or call
717-738-2414 to sign up for
a time. Private tours during
the week are also available by
contacting Mrs. Francis at 717738-2414 or jfrancis@omph.org.
More NOTEBOOK, page 29
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Good Shepherd Parish in
Camp Hill is sponsoring a
deluxe motor coach bus to the
2022 March for Life on Friday,
January 21. Round trip from
Good Shepherd will be from 8
a.m.-6:30 p.m. with a requested
donation of $25/person. Contact
717-761-1167, ext. 3613, or
dsalldin@thegoodshep.org for
information/reservations.

Job Openings
Bishop McDevitt High
School in Harrisburg has an
immediate career opening
for an experienced individual
to be the school’s next
Director of Advancement and
Development. This individual
will be a team leader, team
player and willing to advance
the school’s mission. The
qualified candidate would have
a bachelor’s degree or higher in
Business, Marketing, Education,
Public Relations, or related
field, possess excellent oral and
written communication skills,
have the ability to multi-task,
be able to lead special events,
be comfortable using database
software and maintain a strong
commitment to the morals
and values of the Catholic
Church. This individual needs
to be able to build and grow
a network of donors, alumni,
and community to establish
and achieve fundraising
efforts in a wonderful, faithbased, family-focused school
environment. The next Director

will be required to maintain a
large donor portfolio, create 21st
century cutting edge annual fund
mailers and balance monthly
alumni/donor events. Experience
preferred. Interested candidates
should submit a cover letter
and résumé with references to
Dr. David Gardiner, President,
Bishop McDevitt High School,
dgardiner@bishopmcdevitt.org.
The Basilica of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in Hanover
is currently accepting
applications for a fulltime Office Administrator.
Applicant must have working
knowledge of Church teaching
and an understanding of the
mission, vision and philosophy
of a Roman Catholic parish.
Applicant must have working
knowledge and be proficient
in Microsoft Office, Excel and
Word. This position requires
the applicant to have excellent
communication, organizational,
managerial and problemsolving skills. Applicant must
also have the ability to work
independently with others
in a spirit-filled and Christlike manner. Experience with
parish operations is preferred.
A professional demeanor in
interacting with persons at all
levels is essential. The position
is scheduled to begin in midFebruary, 2022. Interested
applicants may submit their
cover letter and résumé to Father
Dwight D. Schlaline, 30 Basilica
Drive, Hanover, PA 17331.
Holy Name of Jesus
School in Harrisburg has

an immediate opening for a
Spanish teacher. Candidates
must possess academic
excellence, be fluent in the
Spanish language, and have
a dedication to educating
the whole child. Applicants
for this position must be
adept at developing lessons
that incorporate rigor and
technological components across
the curriculum. Teachers in
our school work cooperatively
to meet the needs of our
students through differentiated
instruction. Interested candidates
are to send their résumé to
Sister Rita at sisterrita@
holynameofjesus.com or call
Sister Rita at 717-657-1704.
York Catholic Middle
and High School is seeking
a Director of Admissions
(year-round position) to recruit
potential students and coordinate
the admissions and enrollment
process to grow the York
Catholic family. Candidates
should have excellent
communications skills with both
students and parents. Experience
coordinating events is a plus, as
there are numerous admissions
events throughout the year.
Candidate will also oversee
the Student Ambassadors
program. Requirements:
bachelors degree; state and
federal clearances; proficient
in computer skills and Google
suite. Preferred qualifications:
experience in middle and/or
high school admissions and
enrollment. Please send résumé
More NOTEBOOK, page 30
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and Diocesan application (found on the York
Catholic website, About Us, Employment page
at https://yorkcatholic.org/about/employmentopportunities/), a copy of state and federal
clearances, and letter of interest to Katie Seufert,
Principal, York Catholic Middle & High School,
601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403.
For questions, contact 717-846-8871, ext. 312,
kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
York Catholic Middle and High School is
seeking an English Teacher (10-month position)
to teach grades 7 through 12. Candidates with
experience teaching advanced level high school
English courses will be given preference.
Requirements: certification and related
bachelors degree in appropriate major; state
and federal clearances. Preferred qualifications:
experience teaching honors and upper level
high school English. Please send résumé
and Diocesan application (found on the York
Catholic website, About Us, Employment page
at https://yorkcatholic.org/about/employmentopportunities/), a copy of state and federal
clearances, and letter of interest to Katie Seufert,
Principal, York Catholic Middle & High School,
601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403.
For questions, contact 717-846-8871, ext. 312,
kseufert@yorkcatholic.org.
York Catholic has three coaching positions
available in the athletic department: high
school softball head coach, middle school
volleyball head coach and middle school cross
country head coach. Candidates for all positions
will be responsible for administrative duties
including team registration, equipment and
uniform inventory, scouting assignments, injury
reports, and score reporting. The candidates
will also establish team guidelines and practice
schedules, coordinate team and parent meetings,
and regularly communicate with players and their
parents. Head coaches must attend all meetings
in compliance with the PIAA and YAIAA. Please
send Diocesan application for non-teaching

employment (found at https://yorkcatholic.org/
about/employment-opportunities/), résumé, a
copy of state and federal clearances, and letter
of interest to Kevin Bankos, Athletic Director
York Catholic Middle & High School, 601 East
Springettsbury Avenue York, PA 17403. For
questions, contact 717-846-8871, ext. 314.
Morning Star Pregnancy Services is seeking
a Registered Diagnostic Medical Sonographer
for its Pregnancy Services Program. Morning Star
Pregnancy Services is expanding our Ultrasound
Services at our new location in Harrisburg. In
this exciting role, you will be working with
moms and dads to view their unborn child, see
its beating heart, and begin the bonding process.
The RDMS provides patient care and medical
services working under the supervision of the
RDMS Medical Services Manager. All duties
and responsibilities are performed in support of
Morning Star’s Mission and Vision. Position open
to RDMS or RN with sonography experience.
Salary commensurate with experience, benefits
included. Please send your résumé and a cover
letter to Linda Plummer, Executive Director,
lplummer@morningstarclinics.com. For more
information, call Linda Plummer at 717-901-3377.
Morning Star Clinics is seeking medical
volunteers to assist in its pregnancy and sexual
health services. Do you have a heart for the
unborn, people in crisis, for your community? If
you are a licensed physician, physician assistant,
nurse practitioner or nurse midwife with 4 to 5
hours per month to give, please consider gifting
your time and talents to our organization. Morning
Star’s mission is to offer pregnancy and sexual
health services, parenting education, and practical
support to the more than 2,000 women and men
we see in our clinics yearly. For more information,
contact Linda Plummer, Executive Director, at
717-901-3377 or complete an online application at
www.SupportMorningStar.com/get-involved.

