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Parishioners Put Evangelization Training into Practice
by Spreading the Gospel through Street Ministry
By Jen Reed
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Amid the bustle
to let Him work
Participating in street evangelization for the first time, through me. What
of cars rounding
Sharon Egan engages in conversation with a young I’m doing here
the Soldiers and
couple in Penn Square. is not about me;
Sailors Monument
in Penn Square,
it’s about Him,”
more than 20 parishioners greeted perfect
said Egan, a member of Holy Infant Parish in
strangers walking through the business district on Manchester.
a brisk autumn day.
A minute later, two women eagerly gestured
With friendly greetings and outstretched
for Egan’s attention, requesting to receive the
hands, they offered sacramentals, prayers and
last two Rosaries she was carrying before they
invitations to Mass to anyone who passed by
were hurried along by the crosswalk’s signal to
– some on their way to the Fulton Theatre or
proceed.
convention center, others carrying toddlers or
Across the corner, Karen Wingard of St. John
food as they made their way home.
“This is my first time doing street
More EVANGELIZATION
evangelization,” said Sharon Egan, after a
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the Baptist Parish in New Freedom was busy
evangelizing, too.
New to the Diocese from the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, where she and her husband regularly
prayed outside of Planned Parenthood, Wingard
said she enjoys “evangelizing people as they’re
coming down the street, so they know they are
loved.”
“Sometimes you get rejection, and that’s ok.
Other times, you get people who will come up to
you and ask for a Rosary before you even say
anything,” she said. “You begin expecting that
God is going to do something, and it’s exciting.
When you pray for someone, it gives you greater
confidence to share, and talk about God’s plan
for them.”
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in Lancaster. Nearly 50 Catholics from various
parishes attended, and learned the basics of
evangelization, conversation starters and tips
for sharing testimony. Through a series of short
presentations, Janke and Lee offered practical
tips and personal anecdotes as they spoke of the
call to evangelize.
“According to Pope St. Paul VI, the ‘Church
exists in order to evangelize. Evangelizing is
in fact the grace and vocation proper to the
Church, her deepest identity.’ St. Paul Street
Evangelization has taken a direct approach to
evangelization that leads to relational ministry. It
works because the work of saving souls is God’s
work, not ours. We only make ourselves available
to share the Good News,” Janke explained in an
interview with
The Catholic
Witness.
Still, there are
methods to it,
and that’s why
SPSE offered
the workshop
before sending
participants into
the city square.
“Pope Francis
highlighted the
importance
of training
in Evangelii
Gaudium,”
Janke noted.

Listening and Inviting, Not Shouting and
Condemning
The outreach in Penn Square was an hourlong “live lab,” a culmination of a daylong
training by St. Paul Street Evangelization that
sent parishioners into the streets to proclaim the
Gospel
Based in Michigan, St. Paul Street
Evangelization (SPSE) is a grassroots
organization dedicated to responding to the
mandate of Jesus to preach the Gospel by
taking the Catholic faith to the streets. Its training
sessions give Catholics the resources they
need to engage people, offer prayer and answer
questions about the faith.
SPSE Chief Operating Officer Adam
More
Janke joined Brian Lee, National Director of
EVANGELIZATION
Teams, in presenting the local workshop at
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The pope said, “Every Christian
is challenged, here and now,
to be actively engaged in
evangelization; indeed, anyone
who has truly experienced
God’s saving love does not
need much time or lengthy
training to go out and proclaim
that love...Of course, all of us
are called to mature in our
work as evangelizers. We
want to have better training, a
deepening love and a clearer
witness to the Gospel.”
“With that in mind, the
workshop itself is simple and
orients people to the Catholic
Church’s understanding of the
work of evangelization, what
it entails, and how to proceed
in the modern world,” Janke
explained. “Our training focuses
on direct evangelization. We
teach evangelization basics,
the spirituality of the evangelist,
conversation starters, sharing
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your testimony, sharing the
Gospel, simple apologetics,
praying with others, making
invitations to the faith, and
more.”
Acknowledging that the term
“street evangelization” often
conjures up images of people
waving Bibles and shouting
about Hell to those who pass
by, Janke underscored that this
type of proselytizing should not
be confused with how Catholics
are called to evangelize.
“We use a motto of ‘listen,
befriend, proclaim, and invite,’
During a training exercise,
Janke said. “Our evangelists
participants practice prayer
try to be very warm and friendly
ministry, offering prayers for
on the street, smiling, keeping
each other.
a good sense of humor, and
meeting people where they are
“Would you like a free Rosary?”
at by listening to each person.”
and “Can I pray for you today?”
The parishioners who opted
to put the workshop lessons into – inviting and non-threatening
conversation starters that often
practice by participating in the
yielded positive responses.
street evangelization session
“All Christians can spread the
took SPSE’s motto to heart.
Gospel through street ministry.
They approached people with,
Each of us has a story of how
God’s grace has worked in our
lives that another person needs
to hear,” Janke said. “Yes, doing
street ministry will give you a
good dose of rejection therapy,
but as our evangelists saw on
Saturday, just one hour with 20plus evangelists led to hundreds
of seeds being planted, dozens
of positive stories, and at least
a few people making a decision
to look deeper into the Catholic
Church or return to Mass,
including one gentleman who
became convinced that there
is only one true God. That was
just one hour!”

Adam Janke of St. Paul Street Evangelization leads a workshop
at Assumption BVM Parish in Lancaster to train Catholics in street
evangelization ministry.
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‘Fishers of Men’ Transitions from Dinner to Online Fundraiser,
Building on Connections between Parishioners and Seminarians
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
A preeminent event of the Diocese of
Harrisburg, the Fishers of Men fundraiser has
consistently attracted hundreds of guests for an
evening of dinner, entertainment, service and
fellowship presented by seminarians.
It’s a unique event, with the seminarians
staffing everything from coat check to hors
d’oeuvres tables, pouring coffee and serving
dinner, and sharing their vocation stories.
The annual October event has strengthened
familial connections between parishioners and
seminarians, while raising crucial funds for
seminarian education and formation.
Although the 2021 Fishers of Men dinner was
tabled as an in-person gathering this fall due to
health concerns surrounding the pandemic, the
Diocesan Office of Vocations is relying on those
familial bonds and the generosity of the faithful
to bolster an online fundraiser in place of the
banquet.
“We are asking for the faithful’s support of
EVANGELIZATION
from 3
The St. Paul Street
Evangelization Workshop was
sponsored by the Diocesan
Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis, which hopes to
bring additional SPSE trainings
to other parts of the Diocese in
the future.
Janke said because the
training focuses on the basics
of evangelization, participants
often find it to be useful in their
daily encounters with family,
friends and co-workers.
“Our hope is that the
workshop equips participants
with the tools to become
great evangelists in the

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Seminarians Matthew (now Deacon) Smith and
Andrew Heidelbaugh converse with a guest at
the Fishers of Men dinner in 2019.
this year’s Fishers of Men event, which is a live,
online fundraiser, and asking for their generosity
to continue to support the education, formation
and assistance provided to our seminarians,”
More FISHERS OF MEN
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circumstances of their
everyday life, as well as being
equipped to work with an
apostolate like ours out on the
street. Participants will also be
equipped with our resources
and materials to take back to
their parishes and share them
there,” he said.
Sharon Egan said
she hopes her street
evangelization efforts that day
will be the first of many.
“The training showed the
importance of befriending
those you meet, to ask
questions that get people
talking about themselves,
instead of talking at them. It’s
about planting the seed,” she
said.

“As the trainers told us
before we went out to the
square, the Holy Spirit had
already prepared the people
we were going to go meet. We
don’t have to do any work for
that; He is preparing them to
hear the message,” she said.
Karen Wingard is excited for
the potential of the ministry in
the Diocese.
“I love that we as Catholics
are going out on the streets to
share the Gospel. It’s what we
should be doing, but often we
don’t support for it,” she said.
“Being here today, I’m excited
to see the ministry growing.”
For information on St. Paul
Street Evangelization, visit
www.streetevangelization.com.
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are serving their salad and
FISHERS OF MEN
refilling their coffee cups
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and presenting their dessert
said Father Jonathan Sawicki,
plates.”
Diocesan Vocations Director.
“Our Diocese has a very
The cost is approximately
familial, interconnected
$40,000 per seminarian each
spirit, and people are very
year for tuition, room and
connected to those ties.
board. There are also other
They pay attention to our
costs: money for books, travel
seminarians when they
expenses and assistance with
start out, and have a sense
healthcare, he explained.
Currently, the Diocese has 19 of pride when they are
ordained,” he added, noting
seminarians.
that those connections
Father Sawicki said the
“really energize our
seminarians’ connections to
seminarians and our priests.
the people of the Diocese is
We’re looking forward to
clearly evident – fostered in
part by parish assignments and having the Fishers of Men
dinner in 2022, and it’s why
programs like Fishers of Men.
we’re asking for support of
“Our Catholic community
the 2021 Fishers of Men
is very interwoven,” he
Seminarians lead the recessional at
online event.”
said. “People who receive
St. Patrick Cathedral.
a seminarian on a summer
An Investment in
assignment stay connected
Seminarians
Men fundraiser.
to that seminarian, whether
Gregory Udzinski attended
“The first time I attended the
through e-mail, notes or social
the Fishers of Men dinner as
dinner was in my junior year of
media. They really feel a
a high school student in 2018
high school,” he said. “Being
connection to our seminarians,
and 2019, and was impressed
served by all the seminarians
and these connections are
by what he saw: seminarians
was pretty awesome. As
real. They want to support
welcoming patrons at the door,
we were eating, a couple
their future priests. They look
happily serving dinner, and
seminarians would get up and
forward to the Fishers of Men
sharing stories about their
give their vocation story or a
dinner, where the seminarians
discernment as they formed
witness. That was encouraging
connections
for me to hear, that these guys
with guests.
are normal people, pursuing
Today, in
the will of God. It was so
his second
encouraging to consider that
year of
maybe I could do this, too.”
college
“The second time I attended,
seminary at
I was really beginning to discern
St. Charles
my vocation, and it was actually
Borromeo in
that night that I told one of
Philadelphia, the transitional deacons that I
Udzinski is a was applying to the seminary,”
beneficiary of said Udzinski, a native of St.
the faithful’s
John the Baptist Parish in New
financial
Deacon Damon Tritle exchanges a Sign of Peace
support of
with Bishop Gainer during the Mass of Ordination
More FISHERS OF MEN
the Fishers of
to the Diaconate in May.
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reliant on people’s support,” he said. “Since I
FISHERS OF MEN
came into the Church 17 years ago as a new
from 5
convert, I’ve been building these relationships.
Freedom.
In my pastoral assignments, I’ve gotten to know
He is now benefitting from the fruits of the
them. These are people who I know and serve
Fishers of Men fundraiser, and expressed his
and will continue to serve throughout my life. That
gratitude to those who contribute to it.
grounding in actual, tangible relationships makes
“The financial support
it special, knowing that
makes seminary life
they believe in what
possible for me,” he said.
we’re doing as a local
“It helps the Diocese pay
Church and what I’m
for my tuition. It helps
doing in my ministry,
the Diocese purchase
and knowing that they
books for me, send me
care enough to put their
to classes and pay for
dollar where their mouth
all the needs I have as
is. It’s really humbling,
a seminarian. I’m very
knowing that we have
grateful for it.”
the people’s love and
“To those participating
support.”
in Fishers of Men
“Because of their
this year through the
Seminarian Richard McAlister serves dinner
support, we are able
online fundraiser, I am
guests at the Fishers of Men event in 2019.
to get an incredible,
beyond grateful for your
holistic, well-rounded
support of us. It makes it possible for us to attend
education, not only in academics but also in
seminary and be formed into the men God wants
human formation, in growing in our relationship
us to be. Without your support, we wouldn’t be
with the Lord, in our pastoral formation. We
where we are today, and we wouldn’t become the
are better equipped to serve the people of God
men that God has willed us to be thus far. I thank
because of their contributions,” said Deacon
you tremendously for your past support, and your
Tritle, a native of Corpus Christi Parish in
support this year as well,” he said.
Chambersburg who is serving at St. Francis
Deacon Damon Tritle, a seminarian in his
Xavier Parish in Gettysburg.
final year of
formation
Gratitude for Spiritual Support
at Mount
Deacon Thomas Meinert, who is serving at St.
St. Mary’s
Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown, said when
Seminary in
the people of the Diocese say they’re praying for
Emmitsburg,
the men in formation, they mean it.
Md., expressed
“When I meet people, no matter where it is –
what it means
the Fishers of Men dinner, the parish assignment
to receive
that I have – the amount of people who come
such generous up to me and greet me by name and let me
financial
know that they’re praying for me is humbling. I’m
and spiritual
positive they pray for us daily because they tell
support from
me every chance they get,” he said.
the faithful.
Currently in his final year of formation at St.
“[Seminarians] Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia,
are in a unique Deacon Meinert said he has appreciated getting
situation
Seminarian Clark Stiteler
where we are
welcomes a dinner guest in
More FISHERS OF MEN
completely
2019.
page 7
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“To those participating in Fishers of Men this
year through the online fundraiser, I am beyond
grateful for your support of us,” Udzinski added.
“It makes it possible for us to attend seminary
and be formed into the men God wants us to
be. Without your support, we wouldn’t be where
we are today, and we wouldn’t become the men
that God has willed us to be thus far. I thank you
tremendously for your past support, and your
support this year as well.”
Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations/fishers-ofmen/ to support this year’s fundraiser and learn
more about our seminarians.

FISHERS OF MEN
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to know the people of the Diocese “because it
gives me a face to put with when I’m praying
about coming back to the Diocese to serve as
a priest, and these are people I’m going to be
serving. The care and concern they have for
their potential future priests is something that is
blessed and grace-filled,” he said.
“I also want to thank the people who have so
generously contributed to the Fishers of Men
dinner in the past,” said Deacon Meinert, a native
of St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey. “People
really stepped up last year,
and even though we couldn’t
have the dinner in-person,
just like we can’t this year,
Diocese of Harrisburg Catechetical Conference
they knocked it out of the
park and continued to give.
We would love to ask you for
your continued support of the
Fishers of Men for this year
and years to come.”
Fellow St. Charles
seminarian Gregory Udzinski
echoed the sentiments.
“Without the prayers of the
Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer
Prof. Scott Sollom, STL
faithful, I don’t know where
Bishop of Harrisburg
Franciscan University of Steubenville
I would be right now,” he
Schedule
remarked. “Ever since I began
7:30 a.m. - Doors Open
mentioning to people that I
8:40 a.m. – Litany of St. Joseph
was applying to the Diocese
9:00 a.m. – Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
to be a seminarian, people
10:30 a.m. – Keynote Address – The Four Last Things:
Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell – Prof. Scott
would say, ‘I’ll be praying for
Sollom, STL
you,’ ‘You’re going to be on
11:25 a.m. – The Holy Eucharist and Conversion my daily Rosary list.’ …. It’s
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL
12:05 p.m. – The Ecclesial Method: A Method for
so terrific to see that support,
Teaching the Faith to People of all Ages, from Children
and encouraging to know that
to Adults – Prof. Scott Sollom
In-person 12:45 p.m. – Oil in the Lamp or No Oil in the Lamp?
people are praying for me,
Catechizing on Sanctifying Grace vs. Mortal Sin…How
knowing I have that Divine
to Get the One and Lose the Other – Mrs. Kristine
help right next to me every
Hammar (or Lunch/Sacrament of Confession)
Virtual
day. I can feel the increase of
1:25 p.m. – Lost and Found: Our Youth – Bob and Noelle
graces from last year to this
Diocesan Center Cybulski (or Lunch/Sacrament of Confession)
2:05 p.m. – Apologetics for Successful Catechesis:
year, because it’s God taking
Harrisburg
Inoculation from Error – Father William Weary
that grace and giving it to
2:45 p.m. – Catechesis for Any and Every Age on the
Sacrament of Conversion– Father Paul Clark, JV, JCL
me when I need it. I am most
Register at:
3:25 p.m. – Angels and Demons – Father Edward
grateful for those praying for
B. Connolly
https://bit.ly/30De3o7
their priests and those who
4:05 p.m. – Evening Prayer
hope to be priests.”

Catechizing for Conversion

NOVEMBER

13TH

2021
$30
$20
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Pope Francis Launches Two-Year Synodal Path
with Call to ‘Encounter, Listen, and Discern’

Catholic News Agency
Pope Francis formally launched the two-year
global consultation process leading to the 2023
synod on synodality this month with a call to “look
others in the eye and listen to what they have to
say.”
Preaching at a Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica
on Oct. 10, the pope said that Catholics taking
part in the synodal path should strive to “become
experts in the art of encounter.”
“Not so much by organizing events or
theorizing about problems, as in taking time to
encounter the Lord and one another,” he said.
“Time to devote to prayer and adoration – this
prayer that we neglect so much: to adore, to
make room for adoration – listening to what the
Spirit wants to say to the Church.”
“Time to look others in the eye and listen to
what they have to say, to build rapport, to be
sensitive to the questions of our sisters and
brothers, to let ourselves be enriched by the
variety of charisms, vocations, and ministries.”
The live-streamed Mass, attended by some
3,000 people, was the second of two weekend
events officially opening the two-year global
consultation process.
The first was a “moment of reflection” on Oct.
9 featuring speeches from the pope, Cardinal
Mario Grech, the secretary general of the Synod

of Bishops, Cardinal Jean-Claude Hollerich, S.J.,
the synod’s relator general, and others.
The Vatican announced in May that the synod
on synodality would open with a diocesan phase
lasting from October 2021 to April 2022.
A second, continental phase will take place
from September 2022 to March 2023.
The third, universal phase will begin with the
XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops, dedicated to the theme “For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission,”
at the Vatican in October 2023.
In his homily, the pope reflected on the day’s
Gospel reading, Mark 10:17-30, in which Jesus
challenges the rich young man to “Go, sell what
you have, and give to the poor … then come,
follow me.”
He said that the Gospels often showed Jesus
in the midst of a journey, meeting people and
listening to their deepest concerns.
“Today, as we begin this synodal process, let
us begin by asking ourselves – all of us, pope,
bishops, priests, religious and laity – whether we,
the Christian community, embody this ‘style’ of
God, who travels the paths of history and shares
in the life of humanity,” he urged.
“Are we prepared for the adventure of this
journey? Or are we fearful of the unknown,
preferring to take refuge in the usual excuses:
‘It’s useless’ or ‘We’ve always done it this way’?”
“Celebrating a synod means walking on the
same road, together. Let us look at Jesus, who
encounters the rich man on the road; he then
listens to his questions, and finally he helps him
discern what he must do to inherit eternal life.”
The pope built his homily around three verbs
– “encounter, listen and discern” – that he hoped
would mark the synodal path.
He noted that when Jesus encountered the
young man, he was fully present to him and did
not “keep looking at his watch to get the meeting
over.”
“Everything changes once we are capable
of genuine encounters with Him and with one
More SYNODAL PATH
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Bishop Gainer Issues Letter on the Synod as Diocese Opens Local Process
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Praying that the Holy Spirit will guide us
through the process, Bishop Ronald Gainer
celebrated Mass on Sunday, October 17 for the
Diocesan Opening of the Synod of the People of
God.
Celebrated at St. Patrick Cathedral in
Harrisburg, the Mass opened the synodal
process for the Diocese, a reflection on the very
nature of what it means to be the Church.
Initiated by Pope Francis, the Synod on
Synodality is a two-year, worldwide process
during which Catholics will be given the
opportunity to submit feedback to their local
diocese.
A synod is a meeting of bishops gathered to
discuss theological or pastoral topics in order
to provide feedback to the pope. Pope Francis
has invited the universal Church to reflect on
communion, participation and mission throughout
the two-year process.
The Diocesan phase will take place through
April 2022, using a preparatory document and
questionnaire to guide discussion from the Holy
See.
A continental phase will follow from May 2022
to March 2023, with the worldwide Synod of
Bishops set for October 2023.
Bishop Gainer’s Letter
In conjunction with the start of
the synodal process, Bishop Gainer
released this letter on October 21:
“Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
On October 10, Pope Francis
inaugurated in the Universal Church
a two-year synodal process leading
us toward the Synod of the People
of God scheduled to take place
in October 2023. The following
Sunday, this synodal process was
inaugurated at our cathedral church
as I invoked the aid of God the Holy
Spirit to guide us toward a deeper
fidelity to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ as we walk together in the

communion of the Church.
“Synod” comes from two Greek words
that mean “together on the way.” We have to
admit that the words “synod”, “synodal”, and
“synodality” are not familiar to us in the ordinary
experience of the Church today. Yet, they find
their foundations in the ancient Church itself.
Synods have been held locally and universally
throughout the history of the Church. It was Pope
Paul VI who established a permanent structure,
an office, in Rome for the Synod of Bishops.
And, through that office, the popes in the last
sixty years have used that structure to consult
the bishops throughout the world about various
concerns facing the Church.
Pope Francis is hoping that this process of
“journeying together” might be expanded to
include all the baptized members of the Church.
At its core, this synodal process is an exercise in
listening, not only to each other in the Church, but
most especially to the voice of the Lord speaking
to us through the Sacred Scriptures, the grace of
the Sacraments, and the movement of the Holy
Spirit in our hearts.
For those who follow Catholic news, you might
look at the word “synod” with some skepticism
More LOCAL SYNOD
page 10
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Bishop Ronald Gainer describes the synod and its process
of dialogue and discernment during his homily.

LOCAL SYNOD
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Prayers for a Listening Church
During the Mass on October 17, the bishop
introduced the Diocese’s three co-leaders in
the synodal process and gave them a special
blessing. The ambassadors are Karen Hurley,
parishioner of the Cathedral Parish and Pastoral
Council member; Deacon Gregory Amarante,
newly-appointed Diocesan Secretary for Catholic
Life and Evangelization; and Father Joshua
Brommer, pastor of the Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick and Director of the Diocesan Office of
Divine Worship.
In his homily, Bishop Gainer asked the faithful
to pray for the success of the synod, “that we
might truly be a listening Church” and “speak
from our hearts as we respond to the Holy
Father’s request.”
“Let us pray that during our synodal process
we will be attuned to the voice of the Lord,” he
said, “that our minds and hearts will be opened
to listen to Jesus speak to us in His word, in the
firm teachings of our Church, and in the voices of
one another as He guides us on this road of the
synodal process in our Diocese.”
As the local phase of the synod gets underway,
the Diocese of Harrisburg is making available
various resources and documents to assist the
faithful in listening, dialoguing, discerning and
praying. The resources can be accessed online
at www.hbgdiocese.org/synod-2021-2023/.

because of what is happening in the Catholic
Church in Germany. The reports about the
synodal path chosen by the German bishops has
been controversial and, by what is reported, even
dangerous. Pope Francis, in his address to the
local Diocese of Rome, explained clearly that a
synodal path is not about “gathering opinions”
but “listening to the Holy Spirit.” He goes on to
say that this is not a survey that is employed
to change the Church’s doctrines or disciplines
according to popular opinions, but to call the
Church to ongoing conversion and deeper
communion with each other and with God.
It is with this in mind that we embark on the
synodal process for the Diocese of Harrisburg,
gathering together in prayerful listening to
the voice of the Lord. Throughout the coming
months, each parish will be engaged through
their pastoral councils and other Catholic
organizations to “journey together” as we seek
to follow the Gospel faithfully. We will ask
questions about our personal experience of the
Church and how the Church lives its mission to
proclaim Christ in our parishes and our diocese.
Our goal is not to achieve consensus in thought
or to arrive at specific action points for change,
but to be transformed by the process itself and
adopt a new style of “synodality ... that qualifies
the life and mission of the
Church, expressing her nature
as the People of God journeying
together and gathering in
assembly, summoned by the Lord
Jesus in the power of the Holy
Spirit to proclaim the Gospel.
Synodality ought to be expressed
in the Church’s ordinary way of
living and working (International
Theological Commission,
Synodality in the life and mission
of the Church).”
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
may the Lord lead us closer to
communion with the Blessed
Trinity and with each other in the
Diocesan ambassadors in the synodal process – Father Joshua
Church as we ‘journey together”
Brommer, Karen Hurley and Deacon Gregory Amarante – receive
toward our eternal home.”
a special blessing.

SYNODAL PATH
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another, without formalism or pretense, but
simply as we are,” he observed.
Pope Francis said that Jesus’ meeting with the
rich man showed that listening was an essential
feature of true encounters.
He said: “Let us ask frankly during this synodal
process: Are we good at listening? How good is
the ‘hearing’ of our heart?”
“Do we allow people to express themselves,
to walk in faith even though they have had
difficulties in life, and to be part of the life of the
Pope Francis meets with young people during
community without being hindered, rejected, or
a “moment of reflection” to begin the synodal
judged?”
process.
He continued: “Participating in a synod means
The pope described the synod as “a journey of
placing ourselves on the same path as the Word
spiritual discernment” guided by God’s word.
made flesh. It means following in his footsteps,
“That word summons us to discernment
listening to his word along with the words of
and it brings light to that process. It guides
others. It means discovering with amazement that
the synod, preventing it from becoming a
the Holy Spirit always surprises us, to suggest
Church ‘convention,’ a study group or a political
fresh paths and new ways of speaking.”
congress, because it is not a parliament, but
The pope acknowledged that learning to listen
rather a grace-filled event, a process of healing
was “a slow and perhaps tiring exercise” for
guided by the Holy Spirit,” he said.
bishops, priests, religious, and laity.
“In these days, Jesus calls us, as he did the
“Let us not soundproof our hearts; let us not
rich man in the Gospel, to empty ourselves, to
remain barricaded in our certainties. Certainties
free ourselves from all that is worldly, including
often close us off. Let us listen to one another,”
our inward-looking and outworn pastoral models;
he encouraged Catholics.
and to ask ourselves what it is that God wants to
The pope said that encounter and listening
say to us in this time. And the direction in which
should lead to discernment.
he wants to lead us.”
“We see this in today’s Gospel,” he
explained. “Jesus senses that the person
before him is a good and religious man,
obedient to the commandments, but
he wants to lead him beyond the mere
observance of precepts.”
“Through dialogue, he helps him to
discern. Jesus encourages that man to
look within, in the light of the love that the
Lord himself had shown by his gaze, and
to discern in that light what his heart truly
treasures.”
“And in this way to discover that he
cannot attain happiness by filling his life
with more religious observances, but by
CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY
emptying himself, selling whatever takes
A “moment of reflection,” featured speeches from the
up space in his heart, in order to make
pope and others involved in the synod to open the tworoom for God.”
year global process.
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Women’s Conference Celebrates What it Means to Be a Woman,
and Offers Remedies against Society’s Lies

By Jen Reed
“It is functioning, beautiful, calm, orderly and
The Catholic Witness
infused with charity…. We see a woman whose
Settling into
actions are ordered by the virtues of faith, by
their seats for
love, by prudence, by justice, by fortitude and
the Diocesan
temperance.”
Women’s
“In this poem, we see a woman whose actions
Conference,
create a culture within the home where all are
in-person and
able to flourish,” she said.
virtual attendees
Dr. Farnan is the co-founder of the Person and
of the annual
Identity Project, a wife and the mother of ten.
event were
Her keynote presentation set the tone for the
greeted with the
seventh-annual conference, themed “Catholic
Scripture reading Motherhood: Life-Giving Love.”
of the woman of
The Oct. 16 event took place at the Diocesan
worth, found in
Center in Harrisburg and was also available via a
Proverbs 31.
livestream. Speakers across eight sessions wove
A superficial
a common thread of the Church’s understanding
reading
of womanhood through workshops on the dignity
portrays a high
and vocation of women, the complementarity
Dr. Theresa Farnan gives her and arguably
of the two sexes, physical and mental health,
keynote address on women,
unattainable
service and spirituality, and the call to be people
culture and the maternal
standard: “She
of life.
vocation at the Diocesan
seeks out wool
A Remedy for Society’s Lies
Women’s Conference.
and flax and
Weaving personal anecdotes, Scripture
weaves with
skillful hands;” “She rises while it is still night, and readings and papal insights in her opening
distributes food to her household;” “She picks
More CONFERENCE
out a field…and plants a vineyard;” “She reaches
page 13
out her hands to the poor;” “She makes her own
coverlets;” “She makes garments
and sells them, and stocks the
Tina Kowalski leads an interactive
merchants with belts.” Her lamp
session on the SHINE Faith and
is never extinguished at night.
Fitness ministry.
And all the while, she is a kind
counselor, and a strong, wise,
self-giving and joyful woman.
It’s a tall order by any means,
but the Proverb, when read
through the lens of the faith, is
a beautiful tribute to the dignity
and value of women, said the
conference’s keynote speaker,
Dr. Theresa Farnan.
“I look at this proverb and
see a home that is ruled by
wisdom,” Dr. Farnan said.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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from 12
presentation on women, culture
and the maternal vocation, Dr.
Farnan cautioned attendees
against the temptation to be or
appear perfect.
“You have to admit that there is
work that never gets done,” she
said of the piling demands of work
and family life.
“Social media has been
particularly disruptive for the
vocation of women, because
they’re in a constant lens on their
actions. The things that you do for
Father William Weary, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus in
your family and your loved ones
Lewistown and St. Jude Thaddeus in Mifflintown, leads
are no longer always behind the
conference attendees in a Holy Hour.
scenes. They’re on display, so we
tend to carefully curate them and
of virginity…the vocation of women is a vocation
try to create an image for public consumption,”
to spiritual motherhood. The vocation arises
she said.
because God entrusts human beings to women
Despite social media images of families on
in a special way…. We heroically and tirelessly
picture-perfect vacations with children who
work on behalf of others, and we do it out of
are MVPs and award-winning artists, “we are
love,” she said.
raising our kids in a time when every family has
Dr. Farnan pointed to the substantial role
been harmed and broken in many ways by our
women play when it comes to changes in
sick culture,” Dr. Farnan remarked. “We have
culture, pointing to their leadership in numerous
a country that is divided. We have families that
movements and their ability to connect and
are dealing with addiction, mental health issues,
mobilize.
suicide and crime. By every single measure, the
She encouraged the conference’s participants
human family is struggling, and women are being to unite through their own local networks,
told, through social media, lies about what it is to including the faith-based infrastructures in
be a woman.”
Catholic parishes, schools and organizations.
The good news, she said, is that St. John Paul
“We have the infrastructure to change our
II offers a remedy to society’s lies.
culture, and we need to start by doing things
The pope describes two great tasks
locally. The women in our churches notice the
entrusted to women, in his apostolic exhortation
needs of others, see the people entrusted to
Christifidelis Laici, on the vocation and mission
them, and are capable of forming personal bonds
of the laity: understand and bring full dignity to
to support them,” Dr. Farnan said. “This is how
marriage and motherhood to create a culture
we can create a culture of love and heal our
where women and families are appreciated and
broken culture.”
supported, and assure the moral dimension of
our culture that is worthy of the person.
Education and Spirituality
In Mulieris Dignitatum, an apostolic letter on
The Women’s Conference is an annual event
the dignity and vocation of women, John Paul II
of the Diocesan Office for Evanglization and
describes the vocation of woman as related to
More CONFERENCE
her maternal identity, Dr. Farnan noted. “Whether
page 14
you are called to physical motherhood, or to a life

CONFERENCE
from 13
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Reclaiming Womanhood
The unique and complementary differences
between male and female, and the relationship
between the two, were the focus of Dr. Farnan
and Bishop Gainer’s presentations following the
opening keynote address.
Focusing her second talk on the dignity and
vocation of women, Dr. Farnan said we are in
a battle to restore to society the truth of what it
means to be a woman.
This is clearly revealed in Genesis, where
the Creation story shows us that woman has an
essential identity with respect to man. She is
made from the same substance as he is, and that
gives them equality. Both are wonderfully made in
the image and likeness of God.
“As a person, you exist for others. In the
beautiful meeting of Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden, we discover that we human beings exist
mutually for each other. In existing together, we
discover who we are by this relationship,” Dr.
Farnan remarked. “We’re born into relationships,
we’re called to live in relationships, and through
these relationships we grow in holiness and grow
closer to our eternal destiny.”
“This is the core insight that distinguishes
a Christian feminism from ordinary secular

Catechesis. In addition to two presentations by
Dr. Farnan, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and Holy Mass, speakers and their topics
included:
• Bishop Ronald Gainer on an examination
of gender dysphoria based on Catholic
teachings
• Sister John Sheila Galligan, IHM, of
Immaculata University, on how to be
blessed disciples, and on praying the Hail
Mary fruitfully
• Patty Price, a catechist from Assumption
BVM Parish in Lebanon, on the Seven
Sisters Apostolate of praying for priests
• Tina Kowalski, a certified personal trainer
and member of Holy Spirit Parish in
Palmyra, on the SHINE faith and fitness
exercise ministry
• Bonnie Finnerty, Education Director for
the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation,
on bringing a message of life and love to
today’s culture.
A three-time attendee of the Women’s
Conference, Patty Dowling of St. Patrick Parish
in Carlisle, said she enjoyed this year’s line-up
of speakers and the time of Adoration, Mass and
More CONFERENCE
Confession.
page 15
“Dr. Theresa Farnan was
very insightful about the dignity
and vocation of women in
these uncertain times, she
said, “especially as we try to
raise healthy Godly children
in a confusing world of mixed
messages.”
“The message I felt was
perseverance and prayer, and
perseverance in prayer,” Dowling
said. “St. Monica never gave
up on praying for St. Augustine,
and we must never give up on
praying for our culture, faith, and
families, especially during this
very challenging time when many
people are feeling helpless and
Monitors and audio-visual programs set up through the
hopeless.”
Communications Office deliver a livestream of the Women’s
Conference to virtual attendees.
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feminism,” she said. “Our feminism is not based
on any kind of power dynamic; it’s not based
on a need to reject our role or relationship as
wives and mother. Instead, it’s premised on the
understanding that men and women are made for
each other.”
The Church’s understanding of the human
person and the gift of human sexuality were focal
points of Bishop Gainer’s presentation, “When
Tommy wants to be Tammy: A Look at Gender
Dysphoria from Our Catholic Teachings.”
Our culture today is experiencing a “tsunami of
transgender ideology,” the bishop said. In today’s
society, “Gender is no longer equivalent to sex;
it is now how one feels about his or her sexuality
based on their self-perception,” the bishop said.
Gender dysphoria is when a person’s selfidentification does not match their given biology.
He lamented today’s approach toward children
who don’t feel fully masculine or feminine: they
are labeled “trans,” encouraged to take a new
name or pronoun, given affirmative care and led
toward hormone therapy and surgery.
He pointed to a recent study in the United
Kingdom that indicated a 4,400 percent increase
in the number of girls seeking treatment for
gender dysphoria in the past ten years.
“Teenage girls are in the midst of the worst
mental health crisis in history,” Bishop Gainer
said. “They are suffering unprecedented rates of
anxiety, self-harm, and clinical depression.”
“How do we approach this? It must be from our
Catholic understanding of the human person,” he
remarked, pointing to Church teaching and the
understanding of the Theology of the Body.
“We are God’s creatures, formed in the Divine
image and likeness…. The very story of the
creation of the man and the woman is unique,
and it shows the exulted position of the human
person,” he said.
Under transgender ideology, the human
person is encouraged to look at themselves
not wonderfully made but as a mistake to be
corrected. Contemporary culture exaggerates
the creativity of the human person,” the bishop
said. “Decisions are made not based on objective
truths, but on subjective situations.”

“The gift of human sexuality is given to us; it’s
not ours to control,” he stressed. “Masculinity and
femininity are not conditions to be overcome, but
are gifts to be lived and shared.”
Turning to a passage from Amoris Laetitia, an
apostolic exhortation on love in the family, the
bishop quoted Pope Francis’ words: “…the young
need to be helped to accept their own body as it
was created, for thinking that we enjoy absolute
power over our own bodies turns, often subtly,
into thinking that we enjoy absolute power over
creation… An appreciation of our body as male
or female is also necessary for our own selfawareness in an encounter with others different
from ourselves.”
Bishop Gainer concluded his presentation by
calling on the Church and her people to “love
others enough to tell them the truth about who
they are in the eyes of God as His creation, and
be not afraid to speak the truth to government
leaders, to school boards, to all of those who
have used the transgender ideology in this rapid
and radical way.”
“And we must extend pastoral care and
accompaniment to those who are suffering from
gender dysphoria without affirming the gender
ideology, but by affirming their dignity of who they
truly are in the eyes of God,” he said.
Dr. Farnan sent conference attendees forward
with the task of reclaiming their status as Catholic
women.
“You are responsible for this Gospel call; you
are called to love other people, you are called to
serve. There are persons in your life entrusted to
you, and their dignity is given to you as your task
and your vocation,” she said.
“It is a hopeful message, because there is a
way forward,” she said. “We are living in a culture
right now where people feel despair. We have the
message of the Gospel, and we have an arena in
which to work. Be not afraid, be not discouraged.
Love your family, love your friends, love your
community with the confidence that, if everyone
does that, we will reclaim what it means to be
women.”
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Mass Celebrates Gifts of People with Disabilities

Calling people with
disabilities “our teachers who
show us what is essentially
important as we go through
this life,” Bishop Ronald Gainer
celebrated the Diocese’s annual
Mass Celebrating the Gifts of
People with Disabilities on Oct.
24. Held in a different church
in the Diocese each year, this
year’s Mass was celebrated at
St. Catherine of Siena Church in
Quarryville, Lancaster County.
The special liturgy is
traditionally a time when people
with disabilities are invited to
share their gifts, whether as

greeters, altar servers, lectors,
or during the Presentation of
the Gifts. The Mass, which was
made available via livestream
on the Diocese’s YouTube
Channel, also featured a signlanguage interpreter, Maureen
Hill.
When judging a person’s
worth, “Society would make us
think that it’s about productivity,”
the bishop said in his homily.
“How productive is your life?
How influential is your life?
How successful is your life?
Those standards don’t work in
the eyes of God. People with

disabilities remind us that we
are made in the image and
likeness of God; that is our
dignity, that is the sanctity of
every one of our lives.” The
Mass is annually sponsored
by the Diocesan Office of
Ministry with People with
Disabilities, which works toward
full participation of people with
disabilities and their families
in all aspects of the life of the
Church. For more information
about their programs, visit www.
hbgdiocese.org/disabilitiesministries/.
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Racing to Fight Homelessness

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Runners and walkers of all
ages joined Catholic Charities
in the 17th annual Shelter
Shuffle on October 17 in
Harrisburg. The 5K run and
walk raises funds for the
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless
Families, a residential program
that keeps homeless families
together in times of crisis.
Men, women and children
– some pushing strollers or
jogging with their dogs – joined
in the 5K on the grounds of the
former State Hospital to run the
expansive course. Taking their

marks at the starting line, they
were cheered on by honorary
race starter Valerie Pritchett,
news anchor
for ABC 27,
and Chris
Meehan,
Catholic
Charities’
Development
Director.
The
event raised
upwards of
$2,500 for
the Interfaith

Shelter, which is located at
the St. Samuel Center in
Harrisburg. Since opening in
1992, the program has assisted
nearly 15,000 individuals with
emergency shelter while they
search for steady employment
and secure housing. Last
year, 306 individuals from 108
families found help and hope at
the shelter.
At the finish line, winners
in the men’s and women’s
categories were Jim Lawruk
with a time of 18:30 and Julie
Halterman with a time of 19:25.
Learn more about the
Interfaith Shelter and how you
can support Catholic Charities’
programs at www.cchbg.org.

Youth Protection Program

Programa Protección de Jóvenes

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the
toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor, llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a
church official, employee or volunteer, also
please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth
Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor a manos de un official, empleado o
voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al
número de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Bishop Blesses New Wiedeman Funeral Home
Before a gathering of community
members, patrons and staff, Bishop
Ronald Gainer blessed the new
Wiedeman Funeral Home in Steelton
on Oct. 14. The spacious and
modern facility opened in June of last
year, a milestone in the rich history
of Wiedeman Funeral Home and
Cremation Services, Inc.
A family-owned business,
Wiedeman’s devotedly and
professionally cared for the burial of
former Harrisburg bishops, including
Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo and Bishop
Joseph McFadden.

Dennis L. Wiedeman, president and funeral
director, receives a citation from Dauphin
County Commissioners Mike Pries and
Chad Saylor.

Bishop Ronald Gainer offers a blessing at
the new Wiedeman Funeral Home.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The new facility brings together the
funeral home’s Steelton location, which was
founded in 1937 by Joseph Wiedeman, and
the Harrisburg location founded in 1865 by
Jacob Fackler. Members of the Fackler and
Wiedeman families over the years have served
generations of families in their times of grief.
Dozens of community members attended
the blessing and ribbon-cutting ceremony at
357 South Harrisburg Street. The evening
included a history of the funeral home’s
foundations, guest speakers offering
congratulations on the project, and the
presentation of a congratulatory citation from
Dauphin County Commissioners.

Wiedeman Funeral Home
staff members cut the ribbon
on the new facility. From left
are Lisa Wiedeman, Maxx
Miller, Patricia Wiedeman,
Brian Silvis, Dennis
Wiedeman and Bill Sibert,
and retired staff members
George Turnbull and
James Taljan.
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Bishop McDevitt Speeding into November

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
After being shut out by a worthy opponent in
Week One of the 2021 football season back in
August, the Crusaders of Bishop McDevitt have
been averaging 52 points per game while only
giving up a mere 56 total to post a 7-1 record as
the regular season nears its end and the District
3 playoffs loom large in November.
The Crusaders always field great talent, with
speed at every skill position, and to defend this
unit is nearly impossible unless you can match
their quickness and speed. No local team has
come close to stopping this speeding locomotive
that is barreling down the tracks.

Crusader Riley Robell applies maximum pressure
to Patriots’ quarterback Roman Jensen.

Bishop McDevitt’s freshman quarterback, Stone
Saunders, delivers a deep ball against the Patriots.

Crusader defense also boasts size
and speed, and come playoff time
when making big stops against quality
opponents in cold weather is crucial,
odds are these 11 Crusader defenders
will be bad to bet against.
Safe to say, few teams in the state
of Pennsylvania are going to be able
to match the pace of the Crusaders’
play. Do turnovers, costly penalties,
defensive lapses or ill-timed injuries
derail this speeding locomotive this
late autumn, or are those questions
answered with a “no” by this elite
football program that is abundantly
blessed with skill, talent and wellseasoned coaching?

Under center is freshman Stone Saunders,
who is already Division I bound and has lit
up defenses for 30-plus touchdown passes
while amassing some 1,500 yards with his
arm. In action against Red Land at West
Shore Stadium in New Cumberland on
Oct. 22, the Crusaders scored 49 first-half
points against the Patriots, who never could
contain the edge, giving the Crusaders
ample room to run and throw. It was just not
a fair fight given McDevitt’s multiple-threat
offense.
When you score the ball the way the
Crusaders do, there is little pressure on
a defense to play tight coverage well
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
and compete up front to stop a quality
Brenda
Lister
of
the
Marching
Crusaders performs in the
opponent’s running game. But, this
band’s 2021 program prior to the game.
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Lancaster Catholic Senior
Successfully Defends
District 3 Tennis Title
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
While being the number one seed
in any tournament is a tribute to your
prowess in competing, it also comes
with a price: you have a target on
your back and your opponents play
with fearless abandon to topple you
off your perch.

COURTESY OF DISTRICT 3

Anna Millen
Defending District 3 Class 2A
singles champion Anna Millen of
Lancaster Catholic captured her
second straight District 3 singles
championship at Hershey Racquet
Club on Oct. 16 with an easy straight
set victory, 6-1, 6-0, to parlay that top
seed into another gold medal.
Millen had to beat three players
from Berks County schools to win,
and in her first match she dropped
set one in a tie breaker to Kutztown’s
Sierra Smart. From there, Millen had
to win a second set tiebreaker to
avoid being upset in straight sets.
Millen advances to compete in
the PIAA state tournament, which
will also be played in Hershey next
weekend, Nov. 5-7.

In honor of the month of the Most Holy Rosary, Bishop
Ronald Gainer led Diocesan Catholic schools in praying
the Rosary. Through a virtual set-up in the chapel at the
Diocesan Conference Center on Oct. 21, the bishop
was joined by members of the Education Secretariat in
praying the Rosary, giving honor to Mary and reminding
students of her motherly love and care for them.

What’s Your Excuse?

October 28, 2021• The Catholic WITNESS- 21

am often
asked,
“How long
should
of work, family time, leisure
someone
time, chores/hobbies, often
pray every
giving whatever is left over to
day?” The
prayer. Human beings are made answer, “At
to integrate God into every
least 20
aspect of their life – EVERY
minutes.”
aspect. This is why St. Therese
Formal
of Lisieux said that even when
or
“Thoughts from a
we pick up a bit of thread with
Catholic Evangelist”
spousal
love, we can empty purgatory!
prayer
Through this perspective,
is just for priests and
every action we take throughout religious and very dedicated
our day can become a prayer.
lay people, but not for the
“All for the greater glory of God!” ordinary Catholic. Um, no!
should be our mantra! Handing
This attitude is completely
over our daily activity to the
skewed. Every single person
Lord is, as Father Tobin states,
who is baptized is called by God
occupational prayer. “… It is
to be holy! Please read that
the daily dialogue we have with sentence again! Because of
God as we go about the daily
your baptism, you are called to
tasks of life … it gives quality
be a saint. Lean into the reality.
and power to the mundane,
Decide to dedicate a part of
pedestrian affairs of life.”2
your day to prayer. The trick is
Our prayer time should not
to completely dedicate yourself
be flooded with activity. There
to it!
should be a time in which we
I’d have no idea how to
go away from the daily grind to
spend twenty minutes of
focus on our relationship with
quiet time with the Lord. This
the Lord. This is what Father
excuse does have some weight.
Tobin calls spousal prayer. It is
BUT, there are resources that
when our hearts speak as well
can assist you; the Rosary,
as listen to the Heart of God!
reading the Liturgy of the Hours,
So, what can prevent us from or other spiritual readings,
entering into this time of prayer? and don’t forget the plethora
The following are suggestions
of podcasts and/or videos that
posed by Father Tobin, the
would assist you in mental
explanations are mine.
prayer or other forms of prayer.
Are we too busy? Prayer
One such resource is www.
is as important as brushing
pray-as-you-go.org. Finally,
our teeth or taking a shower.
there are musicians who write
Using this excuse of busyness
songs for prayer and worship.
really means that one does not
Listening to these songs as you
have the discipline or does not
open your heart to the gentle
see the importance of the call
More SISTER GERALYN
to enter into spousal prayer. I
page 23

Hindrances to Spousal Prayer
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

As I sat in church praying a
rosary before a recent Sunday
Mass, I noticed a young couple
respectfully genuflect and take
their places in the pew. As
both of them knelt and prayed,
I was completely struck by
their devotion and obvious
love of God as they prepared
for Mass. I was also intrigued
by their physical differences.
The gentlemen had a man-bun
and goatee and was wearing
Bermuda shorts and flip flops.
The lady wore a simple dress
with a flamboyant floral pattern.
Her nails were painted to match
the dress. As Mass continued,
I was completely impressed
with not only their participation
but also their reverence all
throughout the Liturgy. I
watched them as they prayed
the Liturgy together as a couple,
not just two individuals sitting
side by side.
I am reminded of this story as
I continue my series on prayer.
Let’s focus on the third key as
described by Father Eamon
Tobin in his book, “13 Powerful
Ways to Pray: Connecting
Prayer with Daily Life.”
One of the challenges for
those who take to heart a
lifestyle of prayer is having the
time spent in prayer permeate
throughout the entire day. As
Father Tobin points out, “If
Jesus is to become Lord of our
life, he must be invited to guide
and permeate every activity of
our day.”1 Too often do we try to
“silo” our life into compartments

October 28, 2021 • The Catholic WITNESS- 22

OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers
the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Richard Dernar

Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Donna Rothgaber

Bonneauville
St. Joseph the Worker:
Marian Martin

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Donna Wickenheiser
Teresa Ruhl
Guiseppe Gambino
Ted Allen

Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
James Wasniewski
Danville
St. Joseph:
Jeannie Morris
Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Colby Ethan Hall
Tamara Perry
Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré:
Mary Ellen Wiedeman
St. Francis of Assisi:
Michele Baker
St. Margaret Mary:
Mary Jean Monahan
Joyce Petito
Philip Guarneschelli
Henry Miscia
Charles M. Zogby
Dorothy Krupyak
Barbara Boyle

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Ellen R. Brown
Mechanicsburg
St. Katharine Drexel:
Jason Spangler
Patrick D. Kennedy
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Phyllis Ziats
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Julie Ann Nevick
Mount Joy
Mary, Mother of the
Church:
Claire Johnson
Edward Krasnai
Phyllis Lattimer
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Anthony Natale
Ann Notarfrancesco
John Hrubovcak

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in October during the past
25 years:
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella, 2014
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2016
Father Walter Sempko, 2017
Father Paul Theisz, 2017

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Maria Snodgrass
Mary Boser
Mary Salemi
Steven A. Shirey
Michael Bruno Calcara
Frank Prochazka, Sr.
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Erma Cooke
Selinsgrove
St. Pius X:
Richard K. Zdun
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whispers of the Holy Spirit is indeed prayer. It
really doesn’t matter HOW you pray, it’s a manner
THAT you pray.
I used to have a daily quiet time, but I quit
because I felt I was making no progress,
going nowhere. Sometimes, God does seem
distant to us when we spend time with Him in
prayer. When people mention that to me, I ask
them, “Are you attached to the consolations
of God, or the God of Consolations?” The
difference? Sometimes in prayer, God does
give us “warn fuzzies;” moments of clarity and
assuredness. Other times, seemingly nothing
happens. This is the moment in which we
transition from baby food to solid food, even
though it might be “mashed” up! So, rather than
quitting, keep praying!
I don’t want to get too serious about prayer
because – consciously or unconsciously –
I’m afraid of losing control over my life. In a
whisper, I answer, “You never did have control
over it.” I believe that COVID and the pandemic
taught us all that, even though we THINK we are
in control, we aren’t. God is! The call from God
begun by our baptism is one to surrender to His

will! The amazing thing is that He gives us the
grace to do this!
I don’t want to listen too closely to God in
prayer because I’m afraid of what the Lord
might say to me. Fear is real. But, perfect love
casts out fear. If you are afraid of God asking
something that is beyond your strength, please
read the final sentence in the paragraph above.
If you are afraid of being sent someplace that
you have never gone, you are a modern-day
apostle! If you are afraid of being called “weird”
or “overly religious,” you are in good company.
Jesus’ contemporaries even called Him insane!
If you are just afraid, might I suggest that your
fear might lie in the realization of God’s endless
mercy. Nothing, absolutely NOTHING that you
have done will damper His love for you! You may
have doubts, but even the Blessed Mother had
fears about experiencing God’s love. You are in
good company!
In short, never ever stop praying. If you haven’t
started, then what’s preventing you? It is an
incredible journey to fall in love with One who
infinitely loved you first!
Tobin, Eamon. 13 Powerful Ways to Pray.
Beacon Publishing, 2016. Pg. 46.
2
Eamon, pg. 48.
1

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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Christmas
Bazaars
Stay current with updated listings at www.hbgdiocese.org.

Saturday. Need not be present to win. Food will
be offered throughout, including the ever-popular
goodies table full of treats to take or gift. Contact
Livia Riley at 717-299-6617 for information or
raffle tickets.
Our Lady, Help of Christians Parish in
Lykens will host a Shop & Drop Christmas
Bazaar on Nov. 5, from 5-8 p.m. and Nov. 6 from
9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the parish social hall. Join us for
great food, baked goods and a Chinese Auction.
Food will be available on Saturday and will be
take-out only. For information, call 717-647-9182.

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Council #17784 of the
Knights of Columbus in Littlestown will have
a Christmas bazaar and flea market Oct. 30
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parish hall. Event is free
for patrons in attendance.

Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg
will host its annual Craft Fair on Nov. 6 in the
gymnasium. Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. and
the event will end at 2 p.m. A snack bar will be
available for refreshments. Find great ideas for
Christmas with no waiting for delivery.

Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg’s
Holiday Craft Fair, sponsored by the Corpus
Christi Council of Catholic Women, will be held
Nov. 6 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the parish center.
There are 23 vendors with a variety of unique
hand sewn items, crafts, jewelry, home decor,
baked goods and much more. Enjoy breakfast
sandwiches, a warm lunch and a decadent
dessert from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information,
contact Kathy at 717-352-7354.

St. Francis Xavier Church will hold a Gift
Fair and Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 13,
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Xavier Center,
465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. Local vendors
and artisans will be featured. Fair trade items,
collectibles, holiday gifts, baked goods, and
children’s activities. Café offering breakfast and
lunch items. Door prizes, bucket raffles, and
multi-item raffle. Free Admission. Call 717-3092485 or visit www.stfxcc.org for more information.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster
will hold its Christmas Bazaar Nov. 13 from
8 a.m.-2 p.m. and Nov. 14 after the 8:30 and
10:30 a.m. Masses in the Resurrection Catholic
School cafeteria at 521 E. Orange St., Lancaster.
The theme this year is “Together Again at
Christmas,” a fitting title following a year off
in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Much is offered, including high-valued raffle
items, wreath and garden, trim-a-tree, crafts,
religious items, gift shop, children’s crafts and
gift baskets. The popular jewelry table features
bangles and baubles for just a few dollars. Raffle
items are valued at a minimum of $50. For $1,
take a chance on a telescope, vlogging kit,
gaming bundle, homemade manger or table,
drill set, Thomas Hermansader prints, and more,
including many gift cards to local restaurants
and businesses. Raffles will be drawn at 2 p.m.

Annunciation of the BVM Parish in
McSherrystown is holding a Christmas Bazaar
on Saturday, Nov. 6 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
the school gym. Filled raffle baskets, decorated
wreaths and trees, baked goods, outdoor wood
items, crafts, children and adult themed baskets,
50/50 drawing and lottery tree. All are welcome.
The St. Joseph Mechanicsburg
Columbiettes’ Christmas Fest will take place
Nov. 20 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. More than 50 vendors
will offer an array of handmade and commercial
products; baked goods and pie sale; silent
auction and ticket raffle (both open until 2:30);
children’s crafts; and food for purchase. Join
us at the St. Joseph Parish Life and Education
Center.
More BAZAARS, page 25
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St. James Parish in Lititz will host its
annual Christmas bazaar in-person on Nov. 19
from 3-9 p.m., and Nov. 20 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Admission is free and open to the public. Wearing
of masks is required for entry; there will not be
an online shopping component this year. For
added safety, there will be a separate entrance
and exit for guests. Please look for signage and
a new side entrance. The bazaar will feature an
assortment of handmade crafts, wreaths, floral
arrangements, knitted items and fun activities
for people of all ages. You won’t want to miss
the white elephant sale, book sale, basket raffle,
silent auction and a raffle drawing for fabulous
prizes. A special children’s craft room will be open
Friday from 3-9 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m.2 p.m. with games and fun activities for all, a visit
with Santa, and the opportunity to make and take
gingerbread houses. Hot food will not be served
on Friday (or Saturday during the day), however
beverages and packaged snacks, as well as the
traditional baked goods sale will be available.
Pierogies, handmade by parishioners, will be
available for purchase (packaged and frozen)
until sold out. A traditional hot ham/turkey dinner
will be served Saturday from 5-7 p.m. For more
information, call the parish office at 717-6265580.
St. Columba Parish and School in
Bloomsburg will hold their annual Winterfest
on Nov. 20 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the school. A
variety of delicious soups, haluskies, Father’s
homemade lasagna, chili, barbeque, hoagies,
pizza, pierogies, and mouth-watering homemade
baked goods will be served. You can dine in
or take out. The vent will also feature many
wonderful raffles, the famous Dollar Tree, all
new Build a Bear and a variety of talented craft
vendors. Winterfest benefits St. Columba School.
St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom
will have its annual Christmas bazaar Nov. 12
from 5-8 p.m., Nov. 13 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and
Nov. 14 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. The bazaar will take
place at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church on
175 East Main Street in New Freedom. Auction
items, Christmas décor, baked goods, religious
items, gift baskets, crafts, clothing, raffles, “The
Price is Right” bargain center, refinished furniture,
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jewelry, vintage items and home goods. Kids can
enjoy special events and games, as well as a
Secret Santa Shop to purchase gifts. Food will
also be available for sale.
The Council of Catholic Women from
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall will
host a Christmas bazaar November 6 from 9
a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish center. Food, crafts,
gifts, white elephant items, hats, ornaments, nut
roll sales and a basket raffle.
Assumption BVM Parish in Lebanon (St.
Mary’s), will have a Christmas bazaar Nov. 6
from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in the parish center. Event
will feature baked goods, candy, homemade
egg rolls, hot dogs, soups, home-canned items,
crafts, jewelry, gift baskets, flea market, and a
craft project for children.
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish in
Waynesboro will have its annual Christmas
Bazaar and Craft Show on Saturday, November
6 from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. in the school hall.
St. Vincent de Paul Parish Christmas
Bazaar is Nov. 6 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The bazaar
will be located in the auditorium at 65 South St,
Hanover.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

The Harrisburg Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association
will host the annual White
Mass at the Cathedral of St.
Patrick, Harrisburg, on Sunday,
October 31 at 9:30 a.m. Bishop
Ronald Gainer will be the
celebrant. In these challenging
times, now more than ever,
Our Lord seeks to refresh and
sustain those serving others in
illness and suffering. The White
Mass provides an opportunity
to gather in solidarity and
fellowship. Physicians will recite
their oath of care at that time.
Attendees are welcome to wear
their white coats and uniforms. A
reception will follow the Mass.
All medical professionals and
their families are welcome.
The next Caelorum at St.
Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be Wednesday, November
10 at 7 p.m.  Join your brothers
and sisters in Christ as we
come together to adore, praise
and worship our Lord and
Savior. Feel the power of his
presence and never-failing love
as he attends to your needs and
strengthens and blesses you with
his abundant Mercy. For more
information, call 717-215-4175.  
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church in Mount Carmel
will honor COVID-19 front
line workers, those who have
died from COVID and all
Veterans at the 11 a.m. Mass
on Sunday, Nov. 7. The parish
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is also collecting photos, brief
stories and personal reflections
about lost loved ones and
experiences during the pandemic
for a time capsule. Articles for
a time capsule can be placed
in a basket in front of the altar.
All are encouraged to submit
their stories. Stories should be
submitted prior to Nov. 7.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish
Council of Catholic Women
invites you to a Service of
Remembrance of Deceased
Loved Ones on Sunday, Nov.
7 at 2 p.m. You are invited to
bring a picture of your loved
one to be placed by the altar.
The Prayer Service will be held
in the church at 1 Peter Drive,
Mechanicsburg.

Education &
Enrichment

The Order of Malta runs
a Pen Pal Program for those
in prison and is seeking
volunteers to write to inmates.
The effort takes a few minutes
and a stamp every month. The
program is anonymous and
presents volunteers with a way
to be true to our call to visit
Christ in prison. To express
interest, please reach out to
Maltapenpalprogram@gmail.
com. The Order of Malta will
provide all of the necessary
support and direction.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages

You are invited to join
Father Ken Smith on a
pilgrimage to Austria &
Germany including the Passion
Play in Oberammergau from

September 5-12, 2022. For
information, please contact
Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@
gmail.com.
A Beginning Experience
Weekend for those suffering
the loss of a spouse through
death, divorce or separation
will be hosted by the Diocesan
Beginning Experience Team at
Camp Kirchenwald, Lebanon,
Pa., Nov. 12-14, 2021.
The ecumenical Beginning
Experience weekends are
an approved program of the
Church. The weekend is led by
persons who have lost a spouse
through death or divorce and
are trained in facilitating a
weekend. Each Beginning
Experience Team is certified
by the International Beginning
Experience Organization. Visit
www.hbgdiocese.org and go
to “marriage and family” or
www.beginningexperience.
org. Information can also
be obtained by contacting
the Harrisburg Beginning
Experience Team at 717-3790800 or jpennat_58@comcast.
net. All CDC recommendations
will be followed on the
weekend.

Events &
Fundraisers

Good Shepherd Parish in
Camp Hill is sponsoring a
deluxe motor coach bus to
the 2022 March For Life on
Friday, January 21. Round trip
from Good Shepherd will be 8
a.m.-6:30 p.m. with a requested
donation of $25/person. Contact 717-761-1167, ext. 3613,
More NOTEBOOK, page 27
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Chambersburg will host
a Trunk or Treat on Oct.
or dsalldin@thegoodshep.org for 31 at 336 E. Garfield St.,
Chambersburg from 1-3 p.m., or
information/reservations.
until the candy runs out. Event is
Knights of Columbus
for children under the age of 16.
Council 12788 in
We ask that children be dressed
Mechanicsburg is sponsoring
in costume. Parents, guardians
a “Nite at the Races” on Nov.
or grandparents will drive into
6 in the cafeteria of the Life
the main parking lot entrance
and Education Center at St.
Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg. from Garfield Street, follow
the cones to the side door, then
Doors open at 5 p.m., with first
exit onto Blanchard Ave. The
post time at 5:30. All proceeds
Knights will hand bags of candy
benefit funds for the center’s
through the window of your
new roof. Admission is $5,
Veterans are free if accompanied vehicle. No need to get out of
your vehicle for this event.
with paying customer. Advance
Knights of Columbus
registration, horse ownership
Council 13451 of Our Lady
and more information can be
of Lourdes Parish in New
found at www.council12788.
Holland’s Wreaths Across
org/events/. Contact Michael
America sale will take place
Yakubick at 717-329- 2725 or
after Mass the weekends of
Myakubick@comcast.net with
Nov. 13-14 and Nov. 20-21.
any questions.
These wreaths will be placed at
Mary Gate of Heaven
Parish in Myerstown is hosting headstones during ceremonies
at Indiantown Gap National
a Fall Fest, Nov. 6 from 9
Military Cemetery on Saturday,
a.m.-3 p.m. More than 30
Dec 18 at noon. You can also
vendors and crafters will help
purchase a wreath to honor
you get ready for the holidays,
including handmade jewelry and our deceased veterans by
calling Dave Gallton at 717stationery, crafts and sweets, as
well as booths from professional 381-5627 or Pat Mulrooney
at 717-419-6880 before Nov.
businesses. Breakfast and
30. Wreath purchases can
lunch items will be available,
including Padre’s Chili, haluski, also be made online at www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/
pierogies, baked mac and
pages/18671.
cheese, hotdogs and drinks.
St. Joseph School in York
Event will also feature a bake
will host an Information
sale and basket raffles. Bounce
houses available for children for Session and Open House,
a small fee, weather permitting. Nov. 3 from 6-7:30 p.m. for
current and prospective families.
Admission and parking are
Everyone is welcome to attend
free. Visit MGH Fall Fest on
a presentation by the District
Facebook.
Attorney’s office on “Internet
Knights of Columbus
Safety for Your Family,” a
Council 1426 in
NOTEBOOK
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personal tour and to meet our
dedicated teachers and engage
with our students. If you are
unable to attend and would like
more information about our
PreK-6 school, please contact
Kristin Baker at 717-755-1797
or development@sjy.com, to
schedule a private tour or go to
our website at www.sjyschool.
org. St. Joseph School offers
classes to Preschool 3 – 6th
grade and is an educational
community, with Jesus as
our cornerstone. Through
the teachings of the Roman
Catholic Church, we educate the
whole child through academic
excellence and faith preparation
to enable our students to serve as
disciples of Christ in the world.
Our Mother of Perpetual
Help School in Ephrata will
host a Virtual Information
Session for families interested
in learning more about OMPH
School’s full-day Preschool
and full-day Kindergarten
programs. The session will be
on Nov. 30 at 6:30 p.m. via
Zoom. Those attending the
virtual session will hear from
school leadership and OMPH
Preschool and Kindergarten
teachers about the importance
of Preschool education in
preparation for Kindergarten,
STEM activities during a
typical day in Kindergarten,
and more. Information on the
admissions process, along
with a virtual tour, will also
be shared. Registration is
required to receive the Zoom
link. For more information or
More NOTEBOOK, page 28
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and pick-up a special treat from
the “Great Pumpkin.” There
will be lots of goodies so don’t
to register, please email OMPH
forget to wear your Halloween
School’s Enrollment Office at
costumes.
enrollment@omph.org or visit
One Voice Regional Youth
the school’s web site at www.
Ministry has a number of
omphschool.com.
events planned through the
Recital featuring Dr. David
end of the year. They include
O’Donnell, tenor, Christyan
an overnight exploration of
Seay, tenor, Matthew A.
homelessness, famine and
Robinson, baritone, and
poverty, discussions on various
Daniel Dorty, accompanist,
issues facing teens today, a
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
youth rally and a Christmas
Church in Mechanicsburg on
party. Please visit www.
Nov. 7 at 2 p.m. The recital
onevoiceym.org for the full
will feature opera, operetta,
musical theater and sacred song schedule of events.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
selections. Admission is free, but
a free-will offering will be taken in Cornwall will have Fall
Fish Dinners on Wednesdays
up during the performance. Dr.
between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
O’Donnell is the Director of
through November 17. Fried
Music at St. Patrick Parish
pollock or baked haddock,
in Carlisle, Mr. Dorty is
french-fries or baked potato,
the Director of Music at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, and coleslaw or applesauce and a
homemade Bernie’s Bakers
Mr. Robinson sings as soloist
and cantor at four local parishes dessert for only $10. Drive up or
take-out only.
within the Diocese.
The Columbiettes of Saint
Christ the King Catholic
Joseph’s,
Auxiliary #12788,
Church, 300 Mendenhall
Lane, Benton, has pierogis for have published tha cookbook in
honor of the 70 anniversary
sale. Three dozen for $20 or
one dozen for $7. Please call the of Saint Joseph Catholic
Parish office at 570-925-6969 to Church in Mechanicsburg. The
cookbook costs $12, features
order. Pick up is on Monday or
233 recipes collected from the
Thursday mornings, or stop at
the Church on Sundays between Columbiettes and parishioners,
and includes the history
10 – 10:30 a.m.
of the parish and a special
Prince of Peace Parish70th anniversary message. To
Assumption of the BVM
purchase a cookbook, please
Church is sponsoring a
contact Diane Freundel at
“Trunk or Treat” on Saturday,
dianefreundel@gmail.com.
Oct. 30 from noon-2 p.m. The
Mailing costs will be added, or
event will be in front of the
arrangements can be made for
Parish Center at 815 South
Second Street, Steelton, Pa. All delivery.
Ballroom dancing sponsored
children are invited to stop by
NOTEBOOK
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by St. Aloysius Knights of
Columbus in Littlestown,
Saturdays Nov. 13 and Dec.
11 in the parish hall from 7-10
p.m. Open to all ages, modest
attire required. One-hour lessons
begin at 7 p.m., followed by
open dancing from 8-10 p.m.
For information, contact Jen
Danieley at jennifereakle@
hotmail.com.

Job Openings
    The Diocese of Harrisburg
seeks a confident self-starter
with superior administrative
skills for an open full-time
administrative assistant
position in the Executive
Office. Candidates should
demonstrate experience and/or
knowledge of human resource
topics (I-9’s, visas, payroll and
benefits) as she/he will be the
primary point of contact for
Diocesan and Religious Order
clergy. Proficiency in all MS
Office programs is essential.
Candidates must possess high
levels of verbal, interpersonal
and written communication
skills, and must have an eye
for detail and an ability to
work with financial figures.
The administrative assistant
will support the Office of the
Vicar General, the Secretary
for Clergy & Consecrated Life
and the Director for the Office
of Divine Worship. Candidates
must be a Catholic in good
standing. To apply, please send
résumé and cover letter to
employment@hbgdiocese.org by
Nov. 19.
More NOTEBOOK, page 29
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Oliverio at aoliverio@
spscarlisle.org or Saint Patrick
School, 87 Marsh Drive,
Delone Catholic High School
Carlisle, PA 17015 by Nov. 30.
in McSherrystown is currently
St. Joan of Arc School in
accepting applications for a
Hummelstown is in need of
Head Varsity Boys Lacrosse
classroom aides. A classroom
Coach. Please submit a letter
aide for Pre3 is needed from 8
of interest and a coaching
a.m.-3 p.m., Monday through
résumé to the Athletic Director
Friday. Tuition discounts
at tbonitz@delonecatholic.
will apply. Aides for the after
org or 140 S. Oxford Ave.,
school program are needed
McSherrystown, Pa. 17344.
from 3-6 p.m. Days and hours
Preferred Qualification(s): 3-5
are negotiable. Clearances are
years of high school coaching
required for both positions.
experience. Application deadline
Contact Sister Eileen at 717is Nov. 19.
533-2854, ext. 118 or sreileen@
St. Patrick School in
stjoanhershey.org.
Carlisle is looking for a
St. Joan of Arc School in
motivated leader to oversee
Hummelstown is looking
its before-school and afterto hire a cafeteria helper
school childcare program,
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday
CARES. Position is full-time,
through Friday to serve and
year-round with benefits.
clean up afterwards. Clearances
An early childhood degree
are required. Contact Sister
and experience working
Eileen 717-533-2854, ext. 118
with children is preferred.
or sreileen@stjoanhershey.org.
Responsibilities include: child
Saint Joseph Catholic
care of all ages, although the
School in York has an opening
director’s main focus is on
for a part time Classroom
students ages 3-4; oversight
Supervisor and an Aide for
of childcare for all schoolthe after school program, After
age participants, up to age 14;
Hours. Hours are Monday
collection and maintenance of
through Friday from 3 to 5:30/6
state compliance paperwork;
p.m. The successful candidate
oversight of classroom
must have (or be willing to
materials; management of partobtain) their clearances and
time CARES workers (about 13
plan activities for our youngest
people), including training and
school children (Kindergarten
scheduling; communication with
through Second Grade). Training
parents, teachers, staff about
will be provided. Please contact
student attendance, behavior,
Mrs. Kim Wozniak, After Hours
etc.; completion of daily usage
Coordinator, at Wozniak@
paperwork; planning activities
sjy.org, or Mrs. Corrinne Eck,
for students; and coordination
Principal, at Eck@sjy.org.
of billing. Interested applicants
Our Lady of Good Counsel
should send a résumé and cover
Parish in Marysville and
letter to Principal Antoinette
NOTEBOOK
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St. Bernadette Mission in
Duncannon are seeking a parttime office administrator. The
duties of the office administrator
are bookkeeping and secretary of
the office. Interested candidates
should submit a résumé to
Father Dijo Thomas, pastor, at
121 William Street, Marysville,
PA 17053 or via e-mail at
frdthomas@hbgdiocese.org.
Full-time custodian (40
hours a week) needed for
St. Rose of Lima School in
Thomasville. Full benefits
offered. Please contact Mr.
Randy James, Principal, at
rjames@stroseschoolpa.org or
717-792-0889.
St. John Vianney Parish in
Gladwyne, Pa., is seeking a
full-time business manager,
responsible for the supervision,
management and execution
of the financial, human
resources, facilities, office
and administrative functions,
along with the related
processes and systems for the
parish. Bachelor’s degree in
finance, business, management
or accounting with at least five
years’ experience in these or
similar fields required. Prior
experience working in a Catholic
parish or school setting is
helpful, as is a strong knowledge
of the Catholic Church. Send
cover letter and résumé to
resume@sjvgladwyne.com.

