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Three New Deacons Give ‘Whole-Hearted Yes’ to God
By Jen Reed
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Heralds of the Good News
As ordained ministers of the
Church, deacons are called to
a threefold service of Ministry
of the Word, Ministry of the
Altar, and Ministry of Charity.
As Ministers of the Word, they
proclaim the Gospel, preach
and teach in the name of the
Church. As Ministers of the
Altar, they baptize, lead the
faithful in prayer, witness
marriages, and conduct wake
and funeral services. As
Ministers of Charity, deacons
are leaders in identifying the
needs of others and working to
match the Church’s resources
to meet those needs.
As transitional deacons, the
three newly-ordained will serve
in these capacities as they enter
their final year of formation.
“There are so many aspects
to my ministry as a deacon that
I am looking forward to that it
is difficult to only pick one. But
if I had to just pick one it would
probably be the responsibility of
proclaiming the Gospel at Mass
and preaching,” said Deacon
Meinert. “It is a great privilege to
be able to allow the Holy Spirit
to work through me and be able
to bring Christ’s message to

The candidates for ordination, Thomas Meinert, Matthew Smith
and Damon Tritle, are seen during the Rite of Ordination.
those who need it.”
Deacon Meinert, 25, is a
native of St. Joan of Arc Parish
in Hershey. He is studying at St.
Charles Borromeo Seminary in
Philadelphia.
“I am very blessed to have
been sent to St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary,” he told
The Catholic Witness. “The
entire formation team is filled
with incredibly holy priests who
dedicate their lives to helping us
seminarians to grow in holiness.
They do this every day, not just
in what they teach us in the
classroom, but they give us a
model of how to live it out every
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day by their example.”
He said seminarians were
not immune to the challenges
of the pandemic this past year,
and forged ahead as seminaries
made necessary adjustments
for in-person formation.
“One of the biggest lessons
that I learned over this past
year as a direct result of the
pandemic was the importance
of the mission of the priest,”
Deacon Meinert said. “I
remember a priest telling me
More DEACONS
page 4
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Diocesan Mask and Capacity Guidelines Revised

The Diocese of Harrisburg announced the
weekend of May 16 that in continued alignment
with local, state, and federal health guidelines,
effective immediately, all fully vaccinated
parishioners no longer need to wear masks
when attending Mass. This move comes after
the state of Pennsylvania immediately adopted
the recent recommendations from the CDC
regarding fully vaccinated people.
“Fully vaccinated” means two weeks after a
second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or two weeks after
a single-dose vaccine, such as the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine. People who do not
meet those requirements are not considered
fully vaccinated, and must keep taking all
precautions. Clergy and ministers will continue
to wear masks for the Distribution of Holy
Communion.
Capacity limits for Masses will also be lifted
the weekend of May 29 and 30.
Although capacities are being lifted and

masking guidelines are relaxing for the
fully vaccinated, the Dispensation from the
Obligation for attending Mass remains in place.
“Lifting the masking guidelines for those
fully vaccinated and lifting capacity limits for
our parishes for the celebration of Mass is a
positive step as we all look forward to the day
that life returns to some sense of normal,” said
Bishop Ronald Gainer. “I encourage all our
faithful, especially if you are in good health
and have resumed other public activities, to
begin returning to Mass. While we still have
a challenging road ahead, now is the time to
start coming together as one Catholic family to
thank God for our many blessings.”
All parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg
have been opened for in-person Masses since
June 2020 with masking and social distancing
guidelines in place. The Diocese continues
to closely monitor COVID-19 guidelines and
recommendations from the Department of
Health and the CDC.

Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll
free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,
llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de
Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor
a manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de
la iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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even more effective –
by applying and entering
under different formats or
seminary,” Deacon Smith said.
circumstances. Things like
“My time in seminary made
a global pandemic can pop
it clear that priesthood is what
up to force these changes,”
God is calling me to,” he said.
he said. “Detachment and
Deacon Tritle, a seminarian
docility are essential to
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in
have. Asking God for these
Emmitsburg, Md., said “There
gifts in times of stability and
is an unofficial, but very true
peace helps one to be more saying around seminaries:
perceptive and receptive to
Formation works if you let it.”
the promptings of the Holy
“The seminarian learns
Spirit during times where the docility, humility, cooperation,
normal way of doing things
and many other great traits as
must change.”
well. But it isn’t magic,” he said.
Deacon Smith, 27, is a
“You have to trust the faculty in
native of St. Patrick Parish
charge of your formation, and
in York, and is studying at
work at it. These lessons are
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
not just helpful on the ‘human’
in Emmitsburg, Md.
side of things, but are deeply
He said priesthood was
beneficial spiritually.”
Through the laying on of hands
on his mind as early as third
Deacon Tritle, 35, is a native
and the Prayer of Ordination,
grade, and he wrestled with
of Corpus Christi Parish in
Matthew Smith is ordained to the
discernment through high
Chambersburg. As a convert
diaconate.
school and college.
to the Catholic Church, he said
“In
college,
I
committed
to
he never would have expected
DEACONS
praying a Holy Hour every day.
to be in formation for the
from 2
Through this regular prayer,
priesthood.
that the priest is like a ship.
I realized I progressed as
“I think there was a distinct
While it is true that the safest
much as I could with a spiritual
advantage to being a convert,
place for a ship to be is in the
director in my discernment
More DEACONS
harbor, that is not the mission
progress. I realized that, to
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of the ship. The ship exists to
make any more progress on
go out, and in the same way the discernpriest must always be focused
ing what
on his mission, to go out and
God
minister to his people. This
wanted
is even more essential today
to do
because many people during
with my
this pandemic have become
life, I had
home bound and need people
to hand
to bring Christ to them.”
more
Deacon Smith said one of
of the
the lessons he learned in this
discernpast year of formation is “to pray ment
regularly for a healthy sense of
process
detachment and docility.”
over
“Different activities or
to the
Thomas Meinert makes his Promise of Obedience
means of assistance can still
Church
during the Rite of Ordination.
be effective – sometimes
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as well,” he said. “I came to the
Church with a spiritual hunger
and curiosity that led me to read
voraciously about the faith, the
saints, Church history, etc. I had a lot
of catching up to do, because I did
not grow up in the Church. Through
this, and seeking the counsel and
direction of some wonderful priests,
I came to hear God whispering to
me that I ought to give seminary a
chance. Five years later, I am so
blessed and grateful to be here.”
Deacon Tritle said he is most
looking forward to sacramental
ministry as a deacon, “particularly
baptizing and welcoming Christians

Bishop Ronald Gainer embraces Deacon Damon Tritle
during the Sign of Peace.

DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

Ordination to the
Priesthood
Saturday, June 5 at 10 a.m.

AARON MICHAEL LYNCH
PETER KENNEDY RETTIG
Ticketed Event! Due to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic, seating will be
available for guests with tickets only. You are invited to participate in the
Ordination Mass through the live-stream on the Diocese's YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/hbgdiocese.

into the life of grace. I am thrilled, quite
honestly!”
In his homily during the Mass, Bishop
Gainer reminded the seminarians and the
congregation that the deacon’s ministry is
a reminder that Christ came to serve, not
to be served.
“By the grace of this sacrament, the
deacon is empowered to incarnate that
Christ-like service in his own life, and
to challenge all of us to serve more
authentically, to be enthusiastic heralds of
the Good News of Jesus Christ,” he said.
“It is true that you are being ordained
‘transitional’ deacons, but know well that
there is nothing transitional about the
humble, self-forgetting service to which
you commit yourselves today,” the bishop
told the men. “That must permanently
characterize the rest of your life.
“Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, you will
become ordained heralds of the joy of our
faith, ambassadors of the supernatural
mystery of God’s own life and our life
in God through word, sacrament and
charity.”
Learn more about vocations in the
Diocese of Harrisburg at www.hbgdiocese.
org/vocations.
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Harrisburg Chapter of Legatus Celebrates Fifth Anniversary,
Welcomes Helen Alvaré as Keynote Speaker on Religious Freedom

said Camille
Kostelac-Cherry,
chapter president.
“I know that will
continue to be
the foundation
upon which we
can build our
chapter’s future.”
An international
organization,
Legatus was
founded more
than 30 years
ago by Tom
Monaghan,
a practicing
Catholic and
founder of
Domino’s Pizza
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
and former
owner of the
an exponential increase in
Detroit Tigers. It is designed
membership, a record number
of regional and national awards for Catholic business leaders
and – most importantly – the
More LEGATUS
strengthening of members’
page 7
spiritual lives
to live and
spread the
faith.
“Our
chapter
has been
remarkably
successful
through
the
willingness
of our
members
to unselfishly
share their
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
talents for
Helen Alvaré gives her keynote presentation on
the good of
religious freedom during Legatus’ anniversary
the group,”
dinner at The Hotel Hershey.

The sun gleams through the windows of St. Joan
of Arc Church in Hershey on May 18, as members of
Legatus gather to celebrate their fifth anniversary.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In celebration of the fifth
anniversary of its establishment,
members of the Harrisburg
Chapter of Legatus gathered on
May 18 in Hershey, the site of
the chartering celebration that
set the founding 25 couples on
their way to live and spread the
Gospel as Legates on May 31,
2016.
Legatus – the Latin word
for ambassador –is the
world’s premier membership
organization for Catholic
business leaders committed
to study, live and spread
the Catholic faith in their
professional and personal lives.
To say the Harrisburg
Chapter has come a long way
these past five years would
be an understatement. The
chapter has been blessed with
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and their spouses, offering
opportunities for prayer, study
and camaraderie. Monthly
meetings feature Mass,
the Rosary, inspiring guest
speakers, networking and peer
support.
Bishop Ronald Gainer is
the chaplain of the Harrisburg
Chapter of Legatus. Worldwide,
the organization has more
than 5,000 members in 90-plus
countries.
“I have received many
blessings through my
involvement in Legatus. Most
importantly, I have grown
spiritually – not only through
interactions with Bishop
Gainer and his uplifting and
teachings to our members –
but also through the incredible
speakers who have shared
their knowledge with us,” said
Kostelac-Cherry, a charter
member along with her
husband, The Honorable John
Cherry.
“I am continually learning
from the shared experiences
of our colleagues, many of
whom are so much more
knowledgeable about our
Catholic faith than I am,”
she continued. “We have a
unique platform of trust and
intimacy within which we can
freely discuss business issues
and personal challenges and
triumphs, and it’s all inspired
by our faith and guided by
the Holy Spirit. On a personal
level, we have benefitted from
innumerable new personal
friendships and have made
valuable business contacts
not only for our professional
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ventures but also for our
own family needs.”
An Effective Response
for Today
Grateful for the gifts
and achievements the
organization has afforded
these past five years,
members of the chapter,
known as Legates,
gathered in Hershey for
the May 18 celebration,
which began at St. Joan
of Arc Church with the
Rosary, the opportunity to
receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and Mass
celebrated by Bishop
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Ronald Gainer.
John
Knowles, former Legatus
In his homily, the bishop
Director for the Northeast and
said the day’s Scripture
International, presents Bishop Ronald
Readings of St. Paul
Gainer with the Chaplain of
meeting the Ephesian
the Year Award.
elders and Jesus
thanking God for his life
At the conclusion of Mass,
and ministry at the Last
the chapter inducted its two
Supper teach us to seize every
newest members, Kevin Black
opportunity to fulfill the mission
and Maria Fazzolari-Hamilton,
Christ sent us to accomplish.
bringing total membership to 81.
“These passages make
A dinner followed at The
us think about not wasting
Hotel Hershey, where Helen
opportunities. Both Our Lord
Alvaré delivered a motivating
and St. Paul say, ‘I have
address on religious freedom
seized every moment’ to fulfill
and how the Catholic Church
the mission that I was sent to
can effectively respond to
accomplish,” Bishop Gainer
societal push-back to its
said.
teaching on sexuality and the
“So often, we get wrapped
sanctity of marriage.
up in wondering about the
Alvaré is a Professor of Law
future: ‘If only this were
at Antonin Scalia Law School
changed, then I would be more
at George Mason University,
fervent…. Or, we focus on the
an author, speaker and ABC
things of the past that distract
News consultant. She is also
us from living in the present
a member of the Holy See’s
moment,” he said, urging the
Dicastery for Laity, Family and
congregation to live in the
Life, and a frequent delegate to
present moment and not be
distracted by the events of the
More LEGATUS
past or the future.
page 8
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Catholic Charities. You should also see it in the
lives of the people who work there, and in the
United Nation’s conferences concerning women
services they’re willing to provide,” Alvaré said.
and the family.
The love that we have to show in everything in
Alvaré said research shows the Catholic
that institution has to be indivisible.”
Church’s sexual responsibility norms assure
Alvaré said the Church must be “far more
more personal dignity, equality and stability, and
positive and ambitious” in responding to religious
less poverty, depression and suicide.
freedom challenges.
“Our sexual responsibility norms are the
“We are a community of unified witness to
answer, and yet the world has never hated them
Christ. Of course
more. It seems to me
we cannot bring into
that we need to be a
our operations, our
whole lot better in the
services, our people
response we provide,”
a statement against
she said.
Christ. Second, our
She offered what
norms of sexual
she calls two moves
expression are
the Church can make
incredibly loving of
to further promote the
our neighbor. All of
common good and
the empirical data
obtain respect from
says so. If you want a
those who criticize it.
society where women
The first, she said,
are respected, where
is to show people
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS LGBT folks are loved
that Catholic schools,
and taken care of,
hospitals and other
Camille Kostelac-Cherry, President, right, welcomes
if you want a world
institutions are more
new Legatus members Maria Fazzolari-Hamilton and
where children feel
than just providers
Kevin Black.
secure and stable
of excellent services,
and have the benefit
and reveal them as
of
their
parents’
love,
you
want
what we have,”
communities working in response to Christ’s
she stressed.
mandate.
“We respectfully dissent from your rules trying
The second response to blowback against
to
force us to cooperate, but we do so because
Church teaching on sexuality is to reveal that our
we love our neighbor and we love the common
love is not divisible, Alvaré said.
good. We want to stand as a light to society as
“We don’t say we show love to our neighbors,
institutions that have the right to do this because
our colleagues, our patients, our clients, our
we love you and we know that we will benefit
students, but not to our nearest neighbors of the
you,” she concluded.
same sacrificial, radical, generous, permanent,
unconditional kind,” she explained. “The love that
we have for our patients, clients, students is the
love that we live in our lives. It is indivisible. We
don’t treat our spouses and children less. We are
trying to show the world a community that almost
looks too good to be true.”
“Our sexual expression norms are simply part
of how we reveal this radical Christlike love. You
should see it in a Catholic hospital, you should
see it in the Little Sisters of the Poor, you should

Growth in Legatus
In its five years, the Harrisburg Chapter of
Legatus has earned nine regional and national
awards at the annual Legatus Summit in Orlando
– the most by any chapter since 2015. Among
the accolades are Ambassador of the Year (Sen.
John DiSanto, 2018), National Chapter President
More LEGATUS
page 9
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of the Year (Hank Christ, 2019), Northeast
Regional Program Chair of the Year (Camille
Kostelac-Cherry, 2018) and the 2017 Angott
Award for the highest growth rate of any chapter.
The chapter is adding another national award
to its mantle, as Bishop Ronald Gainer was
bestowed with the National Chapter Chaplain
of the Year for 2020. John Knowles, J.D.,
former Legatus Director for the Northeast and
International, presented the award to the bishop
during the May 18 dinner.
Kostelac-Cherry credited the success of the
Harrisburg chapter to Bishop Gainer’s support,
and said it is one of less than five in the nation
whose bishop serves as chaplain.
“Bishop Gainer is visibly present and engaged
in our activities at all times, and his spiritual
leadership and teaching are the foundation of our
chapter’s success,” she said.
“His support has been immeasurable. Our
members are blessed to have a monthly ‘private
audience’ with Bishop Gainer, to be fed by
his insightful homilies, and to witness his own
spirituality in action. He has been extremely
generous with his time interacting with us
individually and quietly leading his flock even
within a social setting. Bishop is truly the heart
and soul of our Legatus chapter,” she said.
While awards and recognition are certainly
worth celebrating, the true reward of Legatus
comes in the form of spiritual growth and
camaraderie.
“I have received many blessings through
my involvement in Legatus. Most importantly,
I have grown spiritually -- not only through
interactions with Bishop Gainer and his uplifting
and teachings to our members, but also through
the incredible speakers who have shared their
knowledge with us,” Kostelac-Cherry remarked. “I
am continually learning from the shared
experiences of our colleagues, many of whom
are so much more knowledgeable about our
Catholic faith than I am.”
“We have a unique platform of trust and
intimacy within which we can freely discuss
business issues and personal challenges and
triumphs, and it’s all inspired by our faith and
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guided by the Holy Spirit,” she added. “On
a personal level, we have benefitted from
innumerable new personal friendships and have
made valuable business contacts not only for our
professional ventures but also for our own family
needs.”
Kostelac-Cherry, a charter member and
previous Program Chair, said she is hopeful
for continued growth in the chapter, both in its
numbers and in the spirituality of its members.
“Our chapter has been remarkably successful
through the willingness of our members to
unselfishly share their talents for the good of
the group. I know that will continue to be the
foundation upon which we can build our chapter’s
future,” she said.
“Building on that foundation are the many
incredible members who believe strongly in the
mission of Legatus and are willing to share their
talents to enhance our experience and to grow
our chapter,” she said. “We are a faith family,
and enthusiastically welcome and embrace new
members.”
(Learn about Legatus at www.Legatus.org.)
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Foster Parents Persevere through Challenges to Welcome
Teenage Son into their Lives through Catholic Charities’ Program

By Jen Reed
boy.” In response to that prayer, she heard, “What
The Catholic Witness
about you?”
For Tom and Mary Anater, opening their home
That night, Mary discussed the possibility of
as foster parents cultivated personal growth
fostering with her husband, who was immediately
unlike anything they had ever experienced, and
on board.
exponentially multiplied the love within their
“You have your ups and downs as a family,
family.
smooth times and not so
The couple – along with
smooth times as parents,
their 13-year-old biological
and we were in a great
son, Max – eagerly
spot,” Mary said of her
welcomed Sam, now also
family, members of St.
13, into their lives and
Leo the Great Parish in
hearts through Catholic
Rohrerstown. “Then I
Charities’ Specialized
remembered a homily that
Foster Care Program.
our pastor, Father Hahn,
They shared their story
had given years ago,
with The Catholic Witness
quoting Pope Benedict:
in observation of May
‘The ways of the Lord
as National Foster Care
are not comfortable. But
Month.
we were not created for
“You enter this
comfort, but for greatness.’
experience as a husband
As soon as that thought
and a father, but through
popped into my head, I
the process you grow the
surrendered, and I felt the
relationships that already
joy that comes when you
exist in your family and
say yes to God’s plan.”
the new relationships and
The Anaters connected
responsibilities you’re
with
Catholic Charities
COURTESY OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES’ FOSTER CARE
taking on,” Tom said. “You
The Anater family celebrates the adoption to begin their training
cannot possibly imagine,
of their son, Sam, on April 21 of this year. to become foster care
unless you experience it,
From left are Mary and Sam Anater, Judge parents, with the goal of
where that takes you.”
John Cherry, and Tom and Max Anater. fostering Sam.
Their journey began
“They were thinking of
in a local courthouse,
him specifically as they
where Mary, as an employee there, first learned
got into the program, which is different than what
of Sam’s story. He had endured a tremendous
most families do,” said Gwen Pfeifer, Program
amount of suffering in his life, and was struggling Director of Catholic Charities’ Adoption Services
to find permanency in foster care.
and Specialized Foster Care. “But they had a lot
“All of the people involved in Sam’s case were
of patience and persevered.”
very upset because they knew what a great
The Anaters officially adopted Sam on April 21
guy he was,” Mary said. “It piqued my interest
of this year. Although the ability to adopt the child
because their reaction was stronger than usual
being fostered is not always the outcome in the
and I could tell people really had great sorrow
foster care system, Tom and Mary’s willingness
because of his situation.”
to open their home and hearts is consistently a
Looking at Sam’s file, Mary’s heart ached. She
More FOSTER CARE
prayed, “Please, God, find somebody for this
page 11
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quality Catholic Charities seeks
across the board in its foster
families.
“We’re never looking for the
perfect parent or the perfect
family – there isn’t such a
thing. We really just need foster
parents who are ready to open
their heart, be flexible and have
patience,” Pfeifer said.
Single people, working
families and retired couples can
become foster parents.
“We’re looking for people who
are willing to be there to provide
safety, to eat dinner, take a child
to football practice – whatever
it is that gives kids a safe and
positive relationship with an
adult,” Pfeifer said. “Families
can make a tremendous impact
on a child by fostering, even if
it’s just for a short period of time
like a few months or a year.”
‘I Will Not Abandon You’
The Anaters’ journey with
Sam was not an easy one.
Although they desired to
foster him full-time as soon as
they completed the training
and certification process with
Catholic Charities, Sam was
initially placed with them in a
limited fashion: every other
weekend for respite care from
March to August of 2019.
But the Anaters waited for
him, and stood by until the time
would be right. They waited
until Sam would be ready. They
waited until the state approved.
They waited for the agency’s
green light.
“Whenever we wanted
something to be the way
we wanted it, it was met
with resistance – internally,
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externally, from Sam, from the
simple; you say, ‘This is Sam.’
state,” Tom said. “I remember
You don’t say, ‘This is the kid we
thinking, if all we were meant to offer respite care to every other
do was to offer this child respite weekend,’ or ‘This is someone
every other weekend, that
we’re fostering and considering
would be fine. If nothing else, it
to adopt.’ You say, ‘This is Sam.
re-centered why we were doing This is my son,’” Tom remarked.
this in the first place. It was
“Even before he was officially
never about us, it was about
my son, he was my son,” he
Sam.”
added. “And I tell Sam that
“We always believed God’s
when he is angry, when he is
hand was definitely in this and
upset, when he is overwhelmed.
directing it,” Mary added. “We
I say, ‘You are my son, Sam. I
surrendered and decided to
will not abandon you.’”
keep playing our hand until it
Sam is an intelligent boy
didn’t play anymore. Even when who is mechanically inclined
there were struggles, in our
towards cars and building craft
hearts we never felt God saying models. He enjoys playing with
it was time to move on. Until we Legos and Transformers, and
heard that from Him, we were
frequently seeks affection –
going to keep going.”
albeit on his own terms.
A week before the 2019
“We can both honestly say
school year started, Sam came
our family is better because of
to live with the Anaters full-time
the whole process. It was such
in the foster system.
a growth experience for all of
“As challenging as all this has us,” Mary said. “Before this
been – and it continues to be a
experience, we were very happy
challenge – my heart went out
as a family. We loved Max and
to Sam,” Tom said. “Some of the things were so happy. God gave
most heart-wrenching moments us a bigger cup when we got
were when he was hitting
Sammy, because he has made
himself, or saying he was no
our family even better.”
good. …. He still has that streak
Foster Parents Needed
in him. It used to be as wide as
Catholic Charities’
the Mississippi, but now it’s as
Specialized Foster Care
wide as the Conestoga. It’s still
program provides safe and
there, and maybe it always will
temporary homes to children
be there as a trickle, but we’re
who have been removed from
all working on it.”
the care of their birth relatives
Tom acknowledged the
because of trauma – usually
stigma associated with children
neglect and abuse. The
who are fostered or adopted,
program works with local county
but said their job as parents was
Children and Youth Agencies
to just love the child entrusted to
to find temporary homes for
their care.
children as young as newborns
“You go through mental
to as old as age 18.
exercises to think about how
The ultimate goal for children
you’re going to introduce this
More FOSTER CARE
child, but then you realize it’s
page 15
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Bishop McDevitt Teams with UPMC to Offer Students In-School Vaccine Clinic

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The successful shots
taken on the court at Bishop
McDevitt High School on May
13 weren’t the basketball kind,
but they were certainly critical
toward defeating a hard-hitting
opponent.
Bishop McDevitt teamed
up with UPMC for a studentonly vaccine clinic, offering
the COVID-19 vaccine to all
students.
Nearly 90 students in grades
9-12 took part, rolling up their
sleeves for the Pfizer vaccine.
For the majority of them, it was
their first dose of the two-shot
inoculation; several used the
opportunity to receive their
second dose.
Vince Harper, school
principal, said the effort was
a way to help distribute the
vaccine to as many students
who wanted to receive it –
with parental consent – in a

convenient way during the
school day. An additional clinic
for students to receive their
second dose is scheduled for
the last day of school.
The clinic was offered
through UPMC, staffed by
nurses, a pharmacy team,
UPMC staff and alumni
volunteers. Several students
also served at the clinic,
directing classmates to intake
personnel and nurses at
various stations, and to
waiting areas after receiving
the vaccine.
“UPMC has been doing
these vaccination clinics
for the community at all
of our locations, and as
those started to wind down
we decided to start doing
some on-site clinics,” said
Maureen Zimmerman,
Director of Corporate
Wellness for UPMC
Pinnacle Support Services.
“Our goal here today is to
accommodate students to
receive the vaccine. We’ve
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
offered so many clinics
Jazelle rolls up her sleeve for a
throughout the community,
COVID-19 vaccine.

Ava, a student volunteer,
greets her peers as they
arrive for the clinic.

and by being here we’re closing
in on another means of making
it convenient for people to be
vaccinated.”
Zimmerman is a parent of a
senior at Bishop McDevitt, and
is a member of St. Catherine
Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
She reached out to Harper to
offer the clinic for students.
“Principal Harper has been
instrumental in making this clinic
a success,” Zimmerman said.
Initially, the clinic was made
accessible to students ages 16
and older. Three days before
the clinic, though, the Pfizer
vaccine was authorized for
use in people ages 12-15, and
UPMC decided to expand the
offering to the entire student
body.
“When we received news
of the authorization, we were
able to pivot and accommodate
students in all grades, 9-12,”
Zimmerman said. “We made a
decision that the more people
we could get vaccinated, the
better, so we opened the clinic
More BISHOP McDEVITT
page 13
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BISHOP McDEVITT
from 12
up to all students and the interest skyrocketed.”
“We are happy to have nearly 90 students
getting their vaccines today. We’re planning on
setting up something like this in the summer,
where we can offer the vaccine to families of
students, and younger students who are in
McDevitt’s feeder system,” Zimmerman added.
“I think it’s wonderful that the school is able
to offer the clinic, especially for students to take
time out of their school day instead of having
to look for a place to get the shot,” said senior
Ava Smith. “It can be hard with schedules, since
students have extra-curricular activities and jobs.
It’s easier to have both shots set up at the school
when students are already here. I think it’s great
that we’re working in solidarity on addressing this
virus and getting back to normal.”
Smith, who is planning to apply to medical
school in the future, served as a volunteer at the
clinic. She greeted students upon their arrival,
ensured they had their consent form, and helped
guide them to registration tables.
At the opposite end of the gym, fellow senior

Danny receives his inoculation during the studentonly clinic on May 13.

Nick Krall directed vaccinated students to sit on
the bleachers for their 15-minute observation
period to monitor for potential allergic reactions.
Krall said he volunteered at the clinic because
his father is a local pediatrician who helped
distribute vaccines through UPMC to teachers
at St. Catherine Labouré, St. Margaret Mary and
Bishop McDevitt.
“I think it’s
great that
McDevitt is being
able to offer
the vaccine to
students,” Krall
said. “It shows
Mr. Harper’s and
[President David]
Gardiner’s
initiative and
leadership
throughout the
pandemic in
working to help
keep us safe.”
“If you’re
Harrisburg Diocese Vocation Retreat for young men (ages 15-25)
old enough,
Mount St. Mary's University, Emmitsburg, Md.
I encourage
June 27 - July 1
you to get the
$75 Registration
vaccine,” Krall
Details: www.hbgdiocese.org/vocations or (717) 657-4804 ext. 282
added. “Stay
Proof of full vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test within three
vigilant.”

QUO VADIS DAYS
days of the start of the retreat are required to attend.
Photos from 2019 Quo Vadis Days.
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St. Leo Students Surprise School Nurse
with Celebration of Her Dedication to their Safety
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Suzanne Powell, the health room
aide at St. Leo the Great School in
Rohrerstown, covered her mouth in
astonishment at the sight of students
clamoring in the parking lot on a
recent Friday morning.
But instead of hearing calls for
ice packs or relief from bee stings,
Powell heard the voices of more than
300 students cheering and chanting
her name.
In a surprise celebration to thank
Powell for her efforts in building
and executing the school’s COVIDsafety plan this past year, the school
community lined the length of the
parking lot to show their gratitude.
Walking amid a sea of handheld
noisemakers, balloons and cheers
that began inside the school lobby,
wove through the hallways to the
back door and continued across the
expansive parking lot, Powell waved
and smiled at the students as she
brushed away tears.
“In a school, the teachers are
usually the rock stars,” Powell said.
The line of students, faculty and
parents guided Powell to the parish
pavilion, where she was greeted by
family members, a presentation from
principal Christine McLean and a
blessing from Father Stephen Logue,
parochial vicar.
“I could not have kept this school
open without her,” McLean said of
Powell’s efforts in establishing the
school’s safety protocols. McLean
pointed out that Powell devoted
at least 80 hours last summer to
developing a re-opening plan that
carried through the school year.
“Suzanne’s expectation for
our performance was rigorous

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Suzanne Powell stands among decorations in her honor at
St. Leo the Great School.
and steady,” McClean told The Catholic Witness. “She
undertook this effort with a compassionate, listening heart,
understanding of all the things facing families this year, but
never under-delivering what she thinks has to be done to
keep our school safe.”
Powell is a graduate of St. Leo the Great School, and
sent her children there as well. She has been working as the
More SCHOOL NURSE
page 15

More than 300 cheering students greet their school nurse to
celebrate her COVID-safety efforts on May 14.
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school’s health room aide for eight years.
This year, her typical days of easing
stomach aches, applying bandages and
removing splinters were expanded to
include taking students’ temperatures
upon arrival, sanitizing rooms with an
electrostatic fogger, maintaining an
inventory of hand sanitizer and face
masks, and staying up-to-date with the
latest COVID-safety measures from the
CDC, the Department of Health, and the
Diocese.
Powell said she credits the students,
faculty, staff and parents for a successful
school year, and expressed her gratitude
for their understanding throughout the
challenging months.
In turn, the community displayed their
appreciation, honoring Powell during
the week of May 10 with daily cards,
banners, flowers and balloons.
“I am used to delivering news that is
not great to hear, especially with contact
tracing. Calling parents and telling them
their child had possibly been exposed
was the hardest thing to do, because
I understand that as a mother,” Powell
said. “But I enforce the rules for the
greater good. If I can have students and
staff follow guidelines for less risk, then I
can take their frustrations, I can let them
vent, knowing it’s for the greater good of
the school.”
“The principal, the teachers, the
pastor [Father Peter Hahn], the staff,
the kids, the families – they’ve all been
wonderful this year,” she said. “There are
a thousand things I can say about them.
They surprise me with their kindness
and their connectedness to the faith, and
how they show it and live it every day. I
am amazed and overwhelmed at all their
wonderful gestures of appreciation.”
It seems school nurses can be rock
stars, too.
Learn more about St. Leo the Great
School at www.stleoschool.org.

FOSTER CARE
from 11
in foster care is reunification with their birth families.
“County agencies work with the family to try to help
them improve their situation, whether it is the home
setting or parenting skills, while the child is placed
in a safe environment,” Pfeifer said. “Reunification is
definitely the goal.
“We do have children in foster care whose families,
for various reasons, are unable to reach the target goals
that the agencies have set, and the court will make the
decision that it’s not a safe situation for a child to return
home. In most of these cases, the children do become
available for adoption,” she noted. “Typically, the foster
family who is already with the child will become their
adoptive family.”
Catholic Charities is currently seeking individuals
and families to open their homes to children in the foster
care system. The agency provides numerous hours
of free training and resources to ensure families are
as prepared as possible to have a child placed in their
home. Once a child is placed, Catholic Charities offers
round-the-clock support to help families navigate the
challenges that might arise.
“It’s important for families to know that it’s a difficult
process, but not without reason,” Pfeifer said. “They
make that commitment and they really are interested
in serving. They really want to care for these kids and
have them in their lives.”
For the Anaters, having Catholic Charities’ support
and expertise at their fingertips 24/7 was a great asset.
“Being a foster parent is not the same as raising your
biological children, however Catholic Charities offers
so many resources to help you. They offer expertise to
help you, and we took them up on that, and it helped
us understand that what was happening was normal for
the situation,” Mary said. “If you take advantage of the
resources and help available to you, you can make it
through.
“Providing foster care to children is, without question,
one of the largest ways that people can give back to the
community. For those who are faith-driven, it certainly is
an amazing way to serve,” Pfeifer said.
For more information about Catholic Charities’
Specialized Foster Care Program, visit www.cchbg.org
or contact Gwen Pfeifer at 717-564-7115 or gpfeifer@
cchbg.org.

May 27, 2021 • The Catholic WITNESS- 16

Harrisburg Catholic Elementary School
Breaks Ground for New Educational Facility

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Downtown Harrisburg
has been home to Catholic
education dating back to 1828,
some 40 years before the
Diocese of Harrisburg would
be established. In 1873, the
Diocese’s first bishop, Jeremiah
Shanahan, established St.
Patrick’s Pro-Cathedral school,
housed in an antiquated
wooden building that was
poorly lighted and heated by
small stoves under a leaky roof.
Seeing the need to grow the
school, Bishop Shanahan broke
ground on a new school in the
1880s. Then in 1951, Bishop
George Leech dedicated the
current building – the St. Patrick
Building – which has housed
the school for the past seven
decades directly behind the
Cathedral on State Street.
May 26, 2021, marked a
new chapter for Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary School, as
ground was broken by Bishop
Ronald Gainer, Father Joshua
Brommer, pastor and rector
of the Cathedral Parish, and
David Rushinski, principal, for
a new educational facility that
will give the school and the
parish expanded educational
capabilities.
Next year, Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary School will
celebrate its 10th anniversary.
During the past decade, the
school has brought students
together not only from the
Cathedral Parish, but from St.
Francis of Assisi, and Holy
Family parishes. The new
facility will allow the school
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Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses students of Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary School at the Cathedral Campus on State Street
during a ceremony to break ground for a new educational facility.
community to be in one location
once again, as currently the
school’s lower grades are
enrolled at the Holy Family
Church campus some four miles

away from the Cathedral.
“The new facility will bring
many, many opportunities to our
More HARRISBURG CATHOLIC
page 17

Sister Mary Thomas, IHM, computer science and music teacher,
digs into the ceremonial dirt as Father Joshua Brommer, pastor,
Bishop Ronald Gainer and David Rushinki, principal, look on.
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school here in the downtown,”
Rushinski said. “As a staff, we
can collaborate, families can
come together much easier, and
the downtown offers so many
educational opportunities like
the State Museum, Whitaker
Center and libraries that the
upper grades have had access
to, and now our younger
students will benefit in those
great educational opportunities.”
The new building will house
ten state-of-the-art classrooms,
according to Father Brommer,
as well as a STEM lab, art and
music facilities and a new dining
hall. The Cathedral Education
Center construction project will
begin in early June, and the
structure will return the school
to its original roots planted so
long ago before the Diocese
existed.

According to the school,
tuition will not be increased
this coming year.
“We are happy and
excited to begin Phase I of
the Cathedral Education
Center project,” Father
Brommer said prior to the
groundbreaking. “This first
phase strengthens the
security and accessibility
of our school and lays
the foundation for future
phases of renovation
for Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary…securing
another 150 years of
Catholic education in the
downtown.”
In his remarks prior to
blessing the grounds, Bishop
Gainer told the students, faculty
and dozens of supporters
assembled that it is a beautiful
image to keep in mind that we
are co-workers with God as we
build the future. “This building

will be a symbol of our vitality
to the entire community here in
Harrisburg,” Bishop Gainer said.
(Learn more about Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary School at
www.hbgcathelem.org.)

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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Trinity Excels to Capture District 3 Lacrosse Championship

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Trinity did not come out hot in the
District 3 Class 2A boys’ lacrosse
championships on May 26 at Landis
Field in Harrisburg. Up against
underdog Susquehannock of York
County, the Shamrocks were sluggish
and ball-sloppy in the first quarter.
Down 3-1 after the first, which could
have been much worse if not for the
great goalie play of junior, J.R. Long,
Trinity (17-2) got back to doing what
Trinity does well to win lacrosse
games – win face-offs in bunches
with Division I prospect, junior Justin
Trinity’s Justin Bordner celebrates with his teammates by
Bordner, and put the offensive load
hoisting the district hardware.
on senior attacker and team captain,
Drew Godfrey. When Trinity needs a
goal or spark, it is number 4’s team
bounty of meandrous thunderstorms rumbled
and he carries the ‘Rocks on his back.
through the area, causing an hour-long delay
Mission accomplished in the second quarter,
near the end of the third quarter. While Trinity
as the ‘Rocks scored 7 unanswered goals, four
has several bona fide star powers in its lineup,
from Godfrey, which buried the Warriors in a hole arguably the unsung heroes of this team are the
they did not have the offensive firepower to climb close defenders who keep things rather tidy in
out of. And in the hot and steamy conditions
front of J.R. Long, who rarely misses a routine
at Speed Ebersole Stadium, Trinity’s lethargy
save, and often times stuffs a sure goal with a
– perhaps born out of overconfidence or the
clutch save to turn momentum in the ‘Rocks’
pressure of knowing they were the better team –
favor.
was long gone by first half’s end as they led 11-4.
More LACROSSE
But Mother Nature interrupted Trinity’s march
page 19
to its second district title in four years when a

Veteran Coach Dave Heisey celebrates his
second District 3 championship with a cold
shower.
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’Rocks goalie J.R. Long hugs the pipe as a Warrior
attacker tries to question mark his defender.
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Triple Chocolate for
Lancaster Catholic
Boys’ Tennis

COURTESY OF PIAAD3.ORG AND LANCASTER CATHOLIC HS

Trinity’s Drew Godfrey
attacks the cage from X.

The boys’ tennis team at
Lancaster Catholic High School
earned three championships at
the Hershey Racquet Club this
month, including the PIAA 2A
Boys Team Tennis state title. The
Crusaders defeated Masterman
High School 3-1 in the finals on
May 22 for their first ever boys’
state team tennis title.
In District 3 competition the
previous weekend, Lancaster
Catholic’s team of Brendan
McNamara and George Brubaker
won the Class 2A Boys Doubles
Tennis Championship, beating
Conrad Weiser’s Alex Waltz and
Jayden Lewis 6-3, 6-1 in the
finals. The Crusaders won the
team district title – their third in
school history – over Conrad
Weiser, 3-0.
The team is pictured with their
state title, top, and their district
trophy, bottom.
LACROSSE
from 18

The 15-6 victory propels Trinity into the state
playoff bracket, where stalwart programs lurk.
But when you win 90 percent of your face-offs,
have a goalie with a save percentage above 60
percent and an attacker with more than 60 goals,
that is a formidable hurdle for any team to matchup against. This is a solid team that beat Hershey
twice this season, and easily so in the district
semifinal. Trinity’s only Achilles this 2021 season
was Cumberland Valley, whose depth chart just
wore down the ‘Rocks in both contests, including
the Mid-Penn Conference championship.
“We came out and played our hearts out,”
FOGO (Face Off Get Off) Justin Bordner said after
the game. “I couldn’t be more proud of this team.”
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Diocesan Track and Field Athletes Run and Jump to District Podium

Student-athletes from four Diocesan
Trinity’s Adeline Woodward
high schools took gold and silver
executes an 11-foot pole vault on
medals at the District 3 Track and
her way to gold.
Field Championships at Shippensburg
University on May 21 and 22, giving
solid performances at Seth Grove
Stadium
In 3A girls’ competition, Bishop
McDevitt’s 4x100 meter relay team
of Maddy Brooks, Lindsay Husic,
Vanessa Damone and Jazmine Bennett
took gold with their 48.49-second
performance. Bennett also earned
silver in the 100 meter dash, and fellow
Crusader Taylor Foster gave a silvermedal performance in the long jump.
In 2A girls’ events, Trinity freshman
Adeline Woodward soared to a gold
meter race, and teammate Mason Moore
medal in the pole vault, and Anne Spila placed
received silver in the 800 meter run. In the 110
second in the high jump. On the track, Shamrock meter hurdles, Trinity’s Danny Britten captured
teammates Ella Cloak, Frances Murray, Elizabeth silver.
Levin and Caroline Cunningham sprinted to silver
Track and field competition continues to
in the 4x400 meter relay.
heat up, with the PIAA state championships
The boys’ 2A athletes also made a strong
at Shippensburg University on Memorial Day
showing at districts, with Delone’s Ryan Murray
Weekend.
winning gold and silver in the 300 meter hurdles
(Photos courtesy of Trinity, Delone, Bishop
and 100 meter dash, respectively. Lancaster
McDevitt and www.piaad3.org.)
Catholic’s Daniel Myers took gold in the 3200

Delone’s Ryan Murphy, in
black, competes in the track
events.

Lancaster Catholic’s Dan
Murphy displays his gold from
the 3200 run.

Bishop McDevitt’s girls’ 4x100
relay team shows off their gold
medals.

Piety in the Streets

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
The Catholic Witness

Many years ago, when I
taught in the Bronx, I had an
after-school club to assist
students who couldn’t complete
their homework because of
challenging situations at home.
One day, I told the afterschool club that I needed to
close the classroom early to
go Christmas shopping. An
avenue two blocks from the
school contained many stores
of various kinds. I had an hour
to shop before our community
of Sisters would gather to pray
the Liturgy of the Hours. I knew
I had to purchase quickly, and I
already knew what I was going
to buy.
As I closed up the classroom
and dismissed my students,
one of the girls asked, “Sister,
can I tag along with you? I am
interested in what kind of stuff
you would buy.” Shrugging, I
said, “Sure. But, you need to
keep up. I plan to walk really
fast!” She agreed.
As I trotted down the block
with her on my heels, several
men and women acknowledged
me with, “Hola! Mamasita!”
(Hello, Little Mama) or, “Hola!
Hermana!” (Hello, Sister!)
This recognition from others
as they passed on the sidewalk
was completely against the
culture of the area where I
lived. You see, it truly was not
“safe” to even make eye contact
with others. My student was
completely aware of this and,
as I flew down the block, she
called out to me, “Did you know
that guy? Why did he greet you?
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Aren’t you afraid?” Little did she
know that even those who didn’t
greet me verbally, I greeted my
Beloved within them.
Smiling, my response to her
questioning was this: “Melissa,
don’t you understand, when
folks see me because of what I
am wearing, they know that I am
safe to greet? I do not engage
in a conversation with them, just
greet them. Yes, I know, I have
to be careful! You have to be as
well. But – even if I don’t know
them by name – they are my
brothers and sisters because of
God creating them! Even if they
don’t know it!”
I am reminded of this story as
I continue my series on the Gifts
of the Holy Spirit. Let’s focus on
the gift of piety.
“The gift of piety fosters the
following spiritual dispositions:
first, filial respect for God as
a loving Father; second, a
generous and childlike love,
so that a person wants to
please God, even if it means
making sacrifices; and third, a
loving obedience toward the
teachings and commandments,
respecting them as expressions
of God’s love for us. As such,
a person approaches prayer or
worship at Mass not as a task
or burden but as an act of joyful
love; a person adheres to the
commandments and teachings
of the Church — as difficult
as it may be at the time, given
“popular” opinion — because he
knows they express God’s truth
and therefore show the way to
eternal life. Immediately, we can
see why fear of the Lord and
piety are so closely linked.”1

Look
at it this
way:
The gift
of piety
guides
us in
our
relationship
with
God. A
relation“Thoughts from a
ship
Catholic Evangelist”
that is
personal and childlike, and a love that
is so profound that one would
undertake any sacrifice that
is asked. This love is not only
extended to the Godhead but
also to every human being
because we love Him.
Archbishop Martinez, in his
book The Sanctifier, says it
this way: “Every day in holy
Mass the Church voices the
sentiment: ‘We give you thanks
for your great glory.’ Do we
really understand these words?
We give thanks to God, not
because of what he has given
us, but because he is great,
because of his glory. It is natural
for a son who truly and worthily
loves his father to take immense
care of that father’s honor and
glory, not regarding the benefits
that may come to him from it.
…. When a leper approached
[St. Francis of Assisi], he felt a
supernatural movement in his
soul. He responded to it and in
that very moment he received
a revelation: the revelation of
human fraternity. When St.
Francis understood and knew
More SISTER GERALYN
page 23
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers
the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
Thelma Rubenstein

St. Margaret Mary:
Ronald Beinhauer
Sheila Krape

Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Ann Bryan Salzmann

Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Gail Owens
Joan Spandra
Natalie Marlena Lynch

Chambersburg
Corpus Christi:
Eleanor Ludvico              
Dr. Quirico Magbojos      
M. Arlene Miller
Carolyn Dunn
Jane M. Bishop
Leona Shaffter
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Genevieve Marie Brady
Danville
St. Joseph:
Frances Kerr
Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Barry Keener    
Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul:
Deborah Bechtel
Paul Jacoby
Harrisburg
Holy Family:
Orlando Donato
St. Francis of Assisi:
Ruth Washington

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Jeany Harnish
William Carter
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Frank J. Monteforte
James J. Craig
Frank J. Cappabianca
Walter J. Gundling
Patricia A. Miller
Linda Swift
Albert H. Arnold
Janet M. Hampton
Marie A. Moeller
Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
William “Steve” Johnson
Jean Quarry
Peter Arnt
Maria (Mannino) Sgroi
Emma Lawson
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Andrew G. Kubala
Lillian Gofhus
Frederick Gravino
Linda McIntyre

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in May during the past 25 years:
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997
Father John Smith, 1999
Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003
Father John Campion, 2010
Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011
Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 2013
Father Dominick Mammarella, 2020
Father John C. Kemper, PSS, 2020

New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
John Fararo, Jr.
Meghan Rose Baylor
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Pasquale Foca
Orestina Balaster
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Claire (Kolaric) Mummert
Trevorton
St. Patrick:
Ronald Sebacious
York
St. Joseph:
Violet Catalano
Rosemary Dill
St. Patrick:
William Peroutka
St. Rose of Lima:
Mary Margaret Martin
Zachary Joseph Kirchner
Thomas Brunner
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Sister M. Cecilian White, IHM

Sister M. Cecilian
White, IHM died on
Thursday, May 20,
2021, at Our Lady of
Peace Residence in
Scranton, Pa. She
was 95.
Born Grace Marie
White in Oneida,
N.Y., she entered
the congregation of
the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary on Feb. 2, 1944. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
education/mathematics from Marywood
College, and a Master of Arts degree in
mathematics from Villanova University.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Sister
Cecilian served as a teacher at St.
Joseph School in Danville from 1946
to 1947, and in Pittston, Pittsburgh,
Carbondale and Altoona, Pa.
Sister also served as a business
office clerk, assistant in the development
office, and volunteer at the IHM Center
in Scranton; and as a social service
assistant and financial secretary in New
York. From 2013 until the time of her
death, Sister Cecilian served as a prayer
minister at Our Lady of Peace Residence.
She is preceded in death by two
sisters, Catherine Bowe and Mary
Donahue; and a brother, William. She
is survived by nieces and nephews;
grandnieces and grandnephews. She is
also survived by the members of the IHM
Congregation.
Interment will be at St. Catherine’s
Cemetery in Moscow, Pa. Due to
restrictions related to the coronavirus, the
funeral Mass and graveside service are
private. Memorial contributions may be
made to support the retired IHM Sisters
c/o the IHM Sisters Retirement Fund, IHM
Center, 2300 Adams Avenue, Scranton,
PA 18509.

Deacon Joseph Wrabel

Deacon Joseph Wrabel died on
Tuesday, May 25, at the age of
82.
He was a member of Holy
Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg, and was ordained
to the diaconate for the Diocese
in June of 1978. For nearly 40
years, Deacon Wrabel served
as chaplain of the Bishop
McDevitt High School football
team.
The Catholic Witness will publish a full obituary
online at www.catholicwitness.org when it becomes
available.
SISTER GERALYN
from 21
that all men are brothers, he received the marvelous
effect of piety. This gift enables us to perform our
obligation toward others…in accord with the great
affection we bear them in our souls.” 2
As I put these words on digital paper, I ponder that
one of the graces that COVID has brought to the world
is a realization that we are truly connected. My love
and my prayers for you do matter! So even behind
your mask and at a physical distance, love others with
the same kind of love that stirred Jesus to go to the
Cross and to be resurrected three days later!
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/gift-piety/
Martínez Luis M. The Sanctifier. Pauline Books &
Media, 2004. Pg. 166-167.

1
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Join the HDCCW in a
Weekly Rosary
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women prays the Rosary in
a virtual fashion every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m. The council warmly
extends an invitation for all to join in
this endeavor.
For information, email
cwexecutivesecretary@gmail.com.
If you are unable to join by Zoom or by phone every
week, pray at home as your schedule permits at
7 p.m. Wednesday evenings.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

Join the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women in a virtual Rosary
every Wednesday evening at 7
p.m. All are invited to join us
as we come together to pray
the Rosary over Zoom and by
phone. For more information on
log-in details and to be added
to the group e-mail list, please
e-mail cwexecutivesecretary@
gmail.com and visit https://
hdccw.webs.com. If you are
unable to join via Zoom or
phone, join spiritually by
praying the Rosary at 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays.
Caelorum returns live to St.
Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
on Wednesday, June 9, at 7 p.m.
Join your brothers and sisters in
Christ as we come together to
adore, praise and worship our
Lord and Savior. Feel the power
of his presence, never-failing
love and abundant Mercy. For
information, call 717-215-4175.  

Education &
Enrichment

Immaculate Conception
BVM Parish in Fairfield will
host the Vatican Exhibit of
the Eucharistic Miracles of
the World, from June 5 after
the 5 p.m. Mass until June 13.
Exhibit begins after the 5 pm.
Mass on June 5 until 7 p.m. On
June 6, it will be open after all
morning Sunday Masses until

May 27, 2021 • The Catholic WITNESS- 24

3 p.m. From June 7-12, it will
open after the 8 a.m. Masses
until 2 p.m., and reopen from
5-7p.m. On June 13, the exhibit
will open after Sunday Mass at
8 a.m. and close at noon. This
photographic exhibit tells the
stories of 153 Church-approved
Eucharistic Miracles, displaying
the events where the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist has been
made physically present in flesh
and blood, became luminous
or appeared with images. The
inspiration for this exhibit began
with Blessed Carlo Acutis who
was Beatified on Oct.10, 2020.
Please come and bring your
family. Address is 256 Tract
Road, Fairfield, PA 17320.

holds M.A.s in English and
Spirituality. She has ministered
as a high school and college
teacher, novice director, staff
member at a Jesuit novitiate,
president of her religious
community, writer, and retreat
facilitator nationally. Her 13
books include “Everyday
Epiphanies,” “When the Rain
Speaks,” and “Hanging onto
Hope.” You can visit her blog
“Sunflower Seeds” at www.
melanniesvobodasnd.org. This
retreat will focus on ways
we can nourish our song or
our Christian discipleship:
through the wonders of
creation, prayer, compassion,
service, playfulness, letting
go, laughter, beauty, hope, and
Retreats &
courage during times of pain
Pilgrimages
and sorrow. Using Scripture,
St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle music, stories, poetry, and short
will hold a Zoom meeting for
videos, we will be invited to
a pilgrimage in the footsteps
deepen our relationship with a
of St. Paul. Father Don Bender, God who loves us more than
pastor, will lead the trip April
we can imagine. The cost of the
20-30, 2022. Meeting is June
retreat is $200 and full payment
10 at 6 p.m. regarding travel
is due by the registration
plans. Register for the Zoom
deadline, which is June 14.
meeting at https://tinyurl.
Register online at www.sscm.
com/StPatsGreece2022. After
org or call 570-275-3581 Ext.
registering, you will receive a
151. A link will be provided
confirmation e-mail explaining
after June 14.
how to join the meeting. Any
Events &
questions? E-mail Cynthia
Fundraisers
Adams at StPatrickgreece2020@
Mary, Gate of Heaven
gmail.com.
Parish in Myerstown will
“How Can I keep
hold the MGH Summerfest
from Singing?” A Virtual
Presentation, Guided Retreat, festival June 24-26. Come
enjoy all the great festival
July 19 at 6:30 p.m. to July
foods and games, and
25 at 11:00 a.m. Melannie
entertainment you’ve missed
Svoboda is a Sister of Notre
Dame from Chardon, OH, and
More NOTEBOOK, page 25
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Mary Mother of the Church
Parish in Mount Joy will
have a “Christmas in July
for the last two years. Midway
Bazaar,” July 17 from 8 a.m.-3
games, basket raffles, food
p.m. Event includes a chicken
court. Festival hours are
dinner sale for $10 per dinner,
5-10:30 p.m. Bands play from
“Stuff the Bus” school supplies
7-10 p.m., featuring Veritgo
collection, and a food pantry
Vibe on Thursday, Firestorm
collection to benefit school
on Friday and Ricky and the
Rockets on Saturday. Book sale lunch and senior citizen. Donate
three items and receive three
daily from noon-10 p.m. There
raffle basket tickets. Event will
will not be indoor seating this
also include crafters and vendors
year, in an effort to continue
and a children’s play area. Event
reducing the spread of COVID.
is rain or shine.
For more information, visit
Golf tournament to
the event’s Facebook page @
benefit St. Joseph School in
mghsummerfest. Please adhere
Mechanicsburg, sponsored by
to the current CDC guidelines
Knights of Columbus Councils
for public safety.
4068, 10685, 12788 and 13100.
Mother Cabrini Church in
Shamokin is taking orders for The tournament will be held
June 18 at the Mayapple Golf
its “Famous” Potato/Cheese
Pierogi at $11 per dozen. Pickup Course, Carlisle. Four-person
scramble, beginning at 1 p.m.
will be June 10 and June 11
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Cabrini Hole-in-one prizes (Porsche),
Kitchen Shed, corner of Webster door prizes, beverages on the
course. Dinner and awards after
and North Cherry Streets,
Shamokin. Place your orders by the tournament. Cost is $80
per player, $300 per foursome
calling the parish office at 570if registered by May 25. All
648-4512 during office hours,
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. proceeds benefit St. Joseph
School. To register or become a
There is a production quota for
pierogi so don’t delay. Reserved sponsor, visit www.sjsmch.org/
golf. For additional information,
orders not picked up on the
above dates will not be held, and contact golf committee chairman
will go into general sales, which Mike Convey at 813-470will take place after the weekend 8556 or mike.convey@aol.com.
Knights of Columbus
Masses in the parish hall. Also,
Council 6353 will host their
save the dates for Cabrini’s
Homemade Picnic Food Sale on annual golf tournament to
benefit Misericordia Nursing
July 17 and the Prizes Galore
& Rehabilitation Center in
Raffle on July 24 in the church
York. Tournament is June 25
hall.      
at Heritage Hills Golf Resort,
rain or shine. Registration from
10:30 a.m.-noon, and driving
NOTEBOOK, from 24

range and lunch available from
11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Shotgun start
at 12:30. Four-person scramble,
dinner and prizes immediately
following play. Cost of $95 per
person includes 18 holes, cart,
lunch, dinner and beverages.
Sponsorships available. Register
online at www.Knightsevent.
info. For more information,
contact patn61@yahoo.com.

Job Openings
The Diocese of Harrisburg
has an exciting opportunity
for a part-time Multimedia
Producer to join our
Communications Office. This
person should be a passionate
storyteller with experience in
digital communications. The
Producer is responsible to
develop ideas, plan, and produce
weekly radio programs, podcasts
and special digital productions
for the Diocese of Harrisburg.
See the full job description at
www.hbgdiocese.org/careers.
The Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking a full-time
Administrative Assistant for
the Secretariat for Education.
The individual should have
superior organizational and
administrative skills to work as
part of an administrative team
in the Department of Education.
The person in this position
must possess high levels of
verbal, interpersonal and written
communication skills with the
ability to use some independent
initiative and judgment. An
ability to maintain good public
More NOTEBOOK, page 26
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relations is essential. An
ability to work with financial
figures with a basic knowledge
of accounting is desirable.
Knowledge of Diocesan and
parish/school structure is
helpful. Proficiency in all MS
Office applications is essential.
Must be a Catholic in good
standing. Competitive salary
and benefits. Send résumé and
cover letter to employment@
hbgdiocese.org or to Human
Resources, 4800 Union Deposit
Rd., Harrisburg, PA 17111.
The Diocese of Harrisburg
is looking for a coordinator
of pastoral care to patients
at the Penn State Milton S.
Hershey Medical Center. The
successful candidate must
possess high levels of verbal
and interpersonal skills and
must be able to use independent
initiative and judgment. Must be
a Catholic in good standing with
the ability to articulate a pastoral
theology that is both identifiably
Catholic and functional. Must
be able to evidence a basic
understanding of medical/
ethical issues, ecclesiology
and liturgical practices of the
Catholic Church and Diocese,
and exhibit professionalism on a
consistent basis, as an ability to
maintain good public relations
is essential. Please send résumé
and cover letter to the Chaplain,
Father Modestus Ngwu, at
FrMNgwu@Hbgdiocese.org.
View the full job description at:
https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
careers/.

The Diocesan Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis
is accepting résumés from
prospective high school
religion teachers, directors
of spiritual life and high
school campus ministry for
the 2021-2022 school year.
Basic requirements include a
minimum of a bachelor’s degree
in Theology or Catechetics or
related field. Master’s degree
preferred. Knowledge and belief
in the doctrine, philosophy and
teaching mission of the
Catholic faith and faithfulness
to the Church’s magisterium
required. We are looking
for authentic, mature, joyful
Catholics in good standing with
the Church, who possess strong
organizational, pedagogical and
interpersonal skills, as well as
authentic zeal for the glory of
God and the salvation of souls.
Submit a résumé with cover
letter to Mr. James F. Gontis,
Director of Evangelization
and Catechesis, Diocese
of Harrisburg, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA
17111, 717-657-4804, ext. 227,
jgontis@hbgdiocese.org.
The Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius in Danville are
hiring a responsible, full-time
housekeeper/cleaning, cook and
nurse aide. Interested persons
may call 570-275-3581, ext.
152, for more details.
Diocese of Harrisburg
Catholic Schools Principal
Opportunity at St. John
the Baptist School in
New Freedom (www.
stjnschool.org). Minimum

qualifications: Practicing,
knowledgeable Catholic;
thorough understanding of
Catholic School Philosophy;
commitment to modeling the
values of Catholic Educational
Leadership; PA Administrators
Certificate (or in process);
Catechetical Certification
(or in process) and 5 years
teaching experience. For more
information, see the employment
listings on the Diocesan
website: www.hbgdiocese.
org/careers. Send résumé and
letter of interest to Ann Everest,
Dept. of Education, Diocese of
Harrisburg, 4800 Union Deposit
Road, Harrisburg, PA 171113710 or aeverest@hbgdiocese.
org.
St. Patrick School in
Carlisle is looking to fill a fulltime early childhood teacher
(certified for K-3) position. The
school enrolls students from
PreK3 to eighth grade. Interested
candidates should reach out to
Principal Antoinette Oliverio
at aoliverio@spscarlisle.org
or visit www.spscarlisle.org
and look under “About us” for
employment informationn.
Morning Star Pregnancy
Services (MSPS) is
seeking a Marketing and
Communications Manager.
MSPS provides no-cost services
to women and men facing
unplanned pregnancies in our
community. The position will
be responsible for providing a
broad range of communications,
marketing and public relations
More NOTEBOOK, page 27
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cooperatively to meet the needs of our students
through differentiated instruction. Interested
candidates are to send their résumé to Sister Rita
services and support to our client services as
at sisterrita@holynameofjesus.com or call Sister
well as the advancement team. This position will
Rita at 717-657-1704.
advertise MSPS to potential clients, as well as
St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster is seeking an
encourage, maintain, and increase philanthropic
administrative assistant. The individual will be
and community support to meet the shorta faithful and creative person who will provide
term and long-term needs of MSPS. These
administrative and secretarial support to our
activities shall be consistent with MSPS mission,
pastor and other staff in advancing the Mission
vision, Christian core operational values and
and Vision of our parish to become and to make
beliefs. For the full job description, visit http://
disciples of Jesus Christ. In addition, this position
www.supportmorningstar.com/get-involved/jobincludes the responsibility for implementing
openings/. Please send résumés or inquiries to
and maintaining a comprehensive parish
sdiecidue@supportmorningstar.com.
Full-time custodian (40 hours a week) needed communication and engagement plan. Proficiency
in Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Publisher),
for St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville.
social media and website maintenance is required.
Full benefits offered. Please contact Mr. Randy
James, Principal, at rjames@stroseschoolpa.org or Experience with databases is preferred. If you are
interested in learning more about this part-time
717-792-0889.
position, please contact Deacon Peter Jupin at
St. Rose of Lima School in Thomasville
717-397-6921 or deaconpete@stjosephslanc.com.
has openings for a third grade teacher, a preUndefeated Courage is seeking nurses to
school teacher and a part-time art teacher for
staff its mobile ultrasound unit. Shifts available
the 2021-2022 school year. Candidates must
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., FTE: PRN
possess academic excellence and a dedication
with no maximum hours. Hourly rate: $22. PA
to educating the whole child. Teachers in our
RN license is required for this position. Must be
school work cooperatively to meet the needs of
trained in limited obstetric abdominal/transvaginal
our students through differentiated instruction.
ultrasound or open to training. The mobile unit
Please contact Mr. Randy James, Principal,
will be deployed to abortion clinics to change
at rjames@stroseschoolpa.org or 717-792the way abortion-minded women look at their
0889 for more information. To apply, please
pregnancy. The mission of Undefeated Courage
complete: Professional Employment Application
is to help women choose life for their baby and
at www.hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
themselves. Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk
employment-applications/, Pastor’s Letter of
advocacy organization in Central Pennsylvania
Recommendation at www.hbgdiocese.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/04/Pastor-Recommendation. that provides prayer, pregnancy testing, education
on pregnancy, referral to local pregnancy care
pdf, and Clearance forms at www.hbgdiocese.
org/safeyouth/background-certificates-and-youth- centers and other social/legal services outside
of abortion clinics at no cost or judgement. A
protection-requirements/adult-employees/#adultfree ultrasound is an obstetrical tool used to
school-employees.
evaluate the health of the pregnancy and can be
Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg
has openings for a third grade teacher, physical a method for abortion-minded women to make
informed decisions about their pregnancy after
education teacher, and two middle school
reviewing their ultrasounds. Visit https://www.
teachers. Candidates must possess academic
undefeatedcourage.org/employment.html for more
excellence and a dedication to educating the
information and an application.
whole child. Teachers in our school work
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