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‘The Joy of Being Part of a Larger Family’
New Catholics at Sacred Heart in Lancaster Reflect on Easter Vigil

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Sitting in the front
pew at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Church in
Lancaster, where she
and her husband Dean
entered the Catholic
Church during the
Easter Vigil, Roxanne
Wenrich remembered
the first time they
stepped foot inside.
It was to see their
granddaughter in
Sacred Heart School’s
Christmas tableau.
Roxanne recalled
that looking at the
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beauty of the church
Roxanne
Wenrich
receives
the
Body
of
Christ
for the first time, from Father
as her granddaughter
Michael Metzgar, pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus in Lancaster. Roxanne
participated in the
said Father Metzgar’s enthusiasm for the Real Presence of Jesus Christ
school’s Christmas
inspired her to join the Church.
tableau and thinking,
“Wow, to be Catholic!”
and Roxanne joined fellow
the RCIA process for Dean and
“I was trying to think
candidate Tim Erdman in
Roxanne, who were eager to
of anybody I might have known
receiving
the
Sacraments
learn about the Catholic Church
who was a Catholic,” she said
after meeting Father Michael
of that first visit. “It was probably of Confirmation and Holy
Communion
to
officially
become
Metzgar, pastor.
the furthest thing from my mind
members of the Body of Christ.
During a tour of the church,
to think I would be joining the
Their attraction to Sacred
the priest spoke passionately
Church, to be honest.”
Heart
Church
and
their
positive
On Holy Saturday, April 3,
impression of its parochial
in front of family members
More NEW CATHOLICS
school
were
the
gateways
to
and parishioners, Dean
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about the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist.
“Father Metzgar sealed the
deal for me,” Roxanne said.
“I wanted that enthusiasm,
I wanted that excitement. I
thought, ‘He thinks that’s really
the Body and Blood of Christ.’
That sealed the deal, and I
knew that’s where we wanted to
be.”
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at the tabernacle on Holy
communion in other faiths,” she
Saturday: it was the first time
said. “I really took a pause to
he had seen it empty, a visual
experience it, which I never did
reminder that Christ had died.
before. Before, I just kind of did
“The reality of seeing the
my thing and went on.”
tabernacle open, was ‘Wow,
Tim, Dean and Roxanne
He’s not here.’ For me, it set
also received the Sacrament
in: He’s not here, but He will
of Confirmation. As baptized
be here. Knowing that was
Christians, they received two
comforting,” he reflected.
of the three Sacraments of
For Roxanne, receiving
Initiation at the Easter Vigil.
the Eucharist “was deeply
They chose St. Timothy,
emotional as far as knowing
St. Hubert and St. Francis of
now that you are actually
Assisi, respectively, as their
consuming the Body of Christ.”
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“It was nothing like I had ever
page 4
experienced before when taking

Receiving the Sacraments
Former members of Lutheran
and Methodist congregations,
Dean, Roxanne and Tim
said they were overwhelmed
To report suspected abuse of a minor,
to receive Jesus in the
please follow these two steps:
Eucharist for the first time
during the Vigil.
“Before, it was just
1 1-800-932-0313
2 1-800-626-1608
symbolism,” Tim said of
receiving communion in his
previous congregations.
“This time, it just meant a
lot more, knowing that it is
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
Child
Abuse
Hotline
a minor by a church official,
actually the flesh of Jesus.
at
1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
It was an overwhelming
calling the diocesan toll-free
feeling, and very joyous. I
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
can’t really describe the way
I felt, but for the first time in I
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
don’t know how many years,
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
it actually meant something
to me.”
Diocese of Harrisburg
Dean said he noticed a
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
stark difference when gazing
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April 2021
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Every April our nation observes National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Once again, I wish to
express how profoundly sorry I am for the deep pain survivors’ of abuse have experienced. It is true that
in the past, Church officials and those in our Diocese failed in their responsibilities to protect children
from abuse. Child abuse is abhorrent and our past negligence is inexcusable. We continue to offer
support to survivors.
However, drastic changes have occurred in our Church since 2002, specifically to ensure
children, young people and vulnerable adults are protected. This protection is not just accomplished by
our clergy, staff and cleared volunteers, but by all people of good will, working together to ensure the
safety of our children.
During this month, we also draw attention to the dedicated work of so many who strive daily to
keep our children and vulnerable adults safe. Whether in a Catholic school, parish Religious Education
Programs, youth retreats or any of the many programs and events sponsored by our Diocesan offices, we
are all working together to make these experiences safe. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, more than 13,800
clergy, educators, administrators and volunteers have undergone extensive background checks and
training in order to work with our youth. Our offices of Youth Protection, Safe Environment and Victim
Assistance continue to work with parish, school and program staff to ensure training and prevention
procedures are followed. I am grateful for all of these dedicated members of our faith community as we
continue to strive to offer a safe environment for those children, youth, and vulnerable adults whom
worship in our parishes and are active in our various programs and ministries.
In closing, I invite you to join me in asking Our Lord to protect every child, especially those in
our care, and that all those that have been abused or affected by abuse may find healing and peace.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Harrisburg
The Diocese of Harrisburg encourages anyone aware of misconduct or abuse by any person affiliated
with the Diocese to report it to local law enforcement and to the Diocese by calling 1-800-626-1608.
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continued from 2
Confirmation names. Tim selected Timothy, not
only for his name, but also because he identifies
with the frail yet faith-filled saint. Dean chose
Hubert, the patron of hunters and tradesmen.
Roxanne selected Francis of Assisi, a connection
for her love of animals and gardening.

incense and the smells. Just so much going on
that I wanted to watch, but we were also part of
it,” he said.
“I can’t image, in non-COVID times, what
it would be like with a full congregation and
everybody in the church,” he continued. “It would
have that much more awe, but it was still so
spectacular.”
The journey Tim, Dean and Roxanne set out
on several years ago continues; it does not stop
here.
“As I started going through this journey, I
started getting more in touch with the Church.
The more I’ve gotten involved, the more I wanted
to do. I feel the same that I’ve always had from
the first day I walked into Sacred Heart Church,”

The Liturgy of All Liturgies
“I really thought it was a beautiful service,
and very moving,” Tim said of the Easter Vigil,
which began with the lighting of the Easter Fire
outside of the church. Known as the “Liturgy of
all Liturgies,” it includes the reading of the Easter
Proclamation, seven Old Testament Readings,
the blessing of the Baptismal Water and the
More NEW CATHOLICS, page 5
renewal of Baptismal Promises.
“This was my first time being at an Easter
Vigil, but it won’t be my last,” said Tim, whose
wife Barb joined the Catholic Church three years
ago while Tim stayed home with their greatgranddaughter, Haylie, who is now in second
grade at Sacred Heart School.
Barb and Haylie joined Tim at the Vigil this
year. Dean and Roxanne were accompanied by
their youngest daughter and grand-daughter,
Isabelle, a fourth-grader at Sacred Heart School.
The trio found support from parishioners too,
many of whom they haven’t met yet.
“What really got me was, not only being part
of my family now as a Catholic, but the joy of
being part of the larger family,” Tim reflected. “It
amazed me how many people came up to me
and congratulated me and welcomed me into the
Church. That really meant a lot.”
“You felt like you belonged and are connected
with people,” Roxanne said. “There are so many
people we don’t know yet, [but] a lot of people
did congratulate us after it was over, which
was extremely nice. It was really nice being in
the front, and everybody was coming around
afterwards and congratulating us.”
The beauty and symbolism of the Holy Mass
left an impression on Dean, who is looking
forward to attending the Easter Vigil in years to
The Easter Fire blazes outside Sacred Heart of
come.
Jesus Church in Lancaster for the start of the
“There was so much going on: the Litany of
Easter Vigil on April 3. The fire is symbolic of Jesus’
the Saints, the blessing at the baptismal font, the
dispelling of sin and darkness.
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NEW CATHOLICS, continued from 4
said Tim, who is eager to resume
volunteering as a playground monitor
when COVID restrictions are lifted.
“I’m so glad for the RCIA classes,
because they taught me a lot. Some
things that I had questions about, the
process cleared up,” he said. “The
overall journey and the experience have
been super for me. I’ve loved every
minute of it.”
Dean compared his journey to the
many layers of an onion: “We’ve only
taken off the outer shell,” he said.
“So far, it’s like we’ve been given a
trickle, like, ‘Here’s a little bit, but there’s
more. Did you hear about the Rosary?
How about these prayers?’ There are
different things that are intriguing to
explore,” he continued.
“Next year, when the next set of RCIA
classes start…we can sit in on hopefully
classes that will be live with more
discussion and interaction. I’m hoping
that once restrictions start to ease and
we start to go back to normalcy, other
Bible studies and classes will start up
again,” he continued.
“It’s been a wonderful experience,
and I’m ready for more,” Dean said.

Dean Wenrich is Confirmed by Father Michael Metzgar,
pastor of Sacred Heart in Lancaster.

With his wife, Barb, as his sponsor, Tim Erdman
receives the Sacrament of Confirmation
Mid Penn Bank presented a
$15,000 donation on April 7 to the
Diocese’s Neumann Scholarship
Foundation, which offers scholarship
assistance to families whose
children are enrolled in Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Amanda Brigaman, second
from left, presented the check to
Donald Kaercher, Diocesan Chief
Financial Officer; Daniel Breen,
Diocesan Secretary for Education;
and Kim Roche, Director of the
Diocesan Office of Stewardship and
Development.
(Photo by Chris Heisey, The
Catholic Witness.)

Good Friday, Holy Saturday
and Easter Sunday
at St. Patrick Cathedral

The Catholic Witness shares here, images of Good Friday,
the Easter Vigil and the Easter Sunday celebration of the
Resurrection of the Lord, celebrated by Bishop Ronald
Gainer at St. Patrick Cathedral. From the Lord’s Passion
on Good Friday, to the joy of new Catholics receiving the
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil, and Jesus’s
glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday, we celebrate Our
Lord’s triumph over sin and death. A slideshow of these
and additional photos will be shared on the Diocese’s
Facebook page.
(Good Friday and Easter Sunday photos by Chris
Heisey; Easter Vigil photos by Jen Reed.)
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Easter around the Diocese
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Celebrating the glory of Easter, parishes shared photos
from the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. More than 40
parishes submitted their Easter photos to The Witness and
will be featured on the Diocese’s Facebook page.

Clockwise from top right: St.
Joseph the Worker in
Bonneauville, Queen of the
Most Holy Rosary in Elysburg,
Seven Sorrows of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Midletown, Holy
Angels in Kuplmont, Prince of
Peace in Steelton, and St. John
the Baptist in New Freedom.
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Sacred Heart in Cornwall Hosts Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit
through Divine Mercy Sunday
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Do you believe in miracles?
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall is
showcasing 153 of them through Sunday April
11, hosting the Vatican International Exhibit of
the Eucharistic Miracles of the World.
The exhibit is famously known for being
created and designed by Blessed Carlo
Acutis, a Catholic teen who categorized
the miracles on a website before his death
from leukemia in 2006. He was beatified on
October 10, 2020.
The extraordinary display features 170
panels arranged alphabetically by the country
in which the miracle took place, and spans
the length and width of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish Center. Full-color panels are filled with
photos, renderings and historical information
about each miracle.
The exhibit is open to the public daily from 9
a.m.-7 p.m. through Sunday April 11, and is free
of charge.
Witness these and dozens of other miracles of
the Real Presence of Jesus:
•
Sokólka Poland, 2008: Pathologists
analyze samples of what appears to be blood
on a host that was accidentally dropped during
Holy Communion. The scientists discover that the
stain is not blood, but rather heart muscle tissue.

Father Rodrigo Arrazola, pastor of Sacred Heart
of Jesus in Cornwall, reads the panel about the 12
Promises of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

•
Betania, Venezuela, 1991: A priest
celebrating Mass witnesses the host bleeding.
The host is currently exposed for Adoration,
where it continues to draw pilgrims.
•
Paris, France, 1290: A non-believer
stabbed a consecrated host and threw it in boiling
water. The host hovered above the water and
took the shape of a cross.
“These miracles serve as a reminder of the
blessing we have in the Eucharist,” Father
Rodrigo Arrazola, pastor of Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish, said of the exhibit.
The idea to bring the exhibit to Sacred Heart
stemmed from the parish’s Legion of Mary,
which typically conducts in-home visits for
evangelization and prayer. Unable to participate
in these efforts because of COVID-19, the
Praesidium at Sacred Heart thought the exhibit
would be a way of bringing people to the parish.
MaryAnn Wertz, president of the parish’s
Immaculate Heart of Mary Praedisium of the
Legion of Mary, and Patty Robbins, a new
member at Sacred Heart, helped facilitate the
exhibit at the parish. They joined volunteers in
setting up the display, including rows of tables,
tablecloths, table décor and 170 panels. The
panels themselves were printed and assembled
by Knights of Columbus in Lancaster, who
downloaded the files from the website created
More MIRACLES, page 10
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Parish,”
Mount Gretna come through,
Father
and they were very impressed
Arrazola
by the exhibit. We went to
said. “In the
the Methodist church down
message,
the street, and the pastor
Jesus
there spread the word to the
revealed
congregation,” she said. “I’ve
the graces
been impressed how all the
linked to this
people have come in with
devotion.
such interest and ask so many
Love for the
questions.”
Sacred Heart
Father Arrazola said it has
of Jesus is
been particularly fitting to host
directly tied
the exhibit from Easter Sunday
to love for the through Divine Mercy Sunday.
Eucharist,” he
“We celebrate the
David and Marcie Orledge peruse one of 170
read
from
the
Resurrection
of Jesus Christ,
panels with details about Eucharistic miracles
panel.
which means that he defeated
throughout the world.
“When you death and sin for all the world.
pray in front
As a pastor, it is a blessing to
MIRACLES, continued from 9
of Jesus Christ, you realize
have this exhibit here during this
He is here, He is real,” Father
time. It’s a time of celebration
by Blessed Carlo Acutis: www.
Arrazola
said.
“Sometimes
I
go
for us, and we can do it even
miracolieucaristici.org.
to Him in silence, without saying more with the exhibit,” he said.
“I was surprised by all the
a word. Other times, it’s about
“Come and see the
different and varied miracles
listening to His voice inside of
miracles of the Eucharist,”
– instances where someone
me
and
what
he
wants.
You
he encouraged. “If you look
would drop the Eucharist and
place your trust in Jesus in the
through the panels, you will
try to dispose of it, but it would
Eucharist,
and
see
Him
working
see the reality. There will be no
become illuminated, or where a
within you.”
doubt of the Real Presence of
priest would feel a jolt or shock
The
Exhibit
of
the
Eucharistic
Jesus, and He is here with us,”
during the consecration,” Wertz
he said.
said. “There are miracles where Miracles has attracted several
dozen
visitors
to
Sacred
Heart
the host would be dropped and
this week,
the parish would try to dissolve
including
it in a glass of water, and the
host would begin to ooze blood. parishioners
A couple of times, it would be
from
discovered to be current heart
Sacred
muscle.”
Heart and
Perusing the exhibit on
nearby
a quiet morning earlier this
parishes,
week, Father Arrazola pointed
Wertz
to a Eucharistic miracle that
pointed
particularly spoke to him.
out.
It is the message received
“We
by St. Margaret Mary in France
th
also
in the 17 century, containing
had a
the 12 Promises of the Sacred
Protestant
Heart of Jesus.
A close-up view highlights a miracle in Buenos Aires,
family
“Naturally, that touches me
from
Argentina, in the early 1990s.
because this is Sacred Heart
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Pope Francis on Easter: Christ’s Wounds Are the ‘Seal of His Love for Us’

By Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency
May those who suffer take refuge in the
wounds of Christ, and through them, receive the
hope which does not disappoint, Pope Francis
prayed on Easter Sunday.
In his Urbi et Orbi blessing April 4, the pope
said the witnesses of Christ’s resurrection “report
an important detail: the risen Jesus bears the
marks of the wounds in his hands, feet and side.”
“These wounds are the everlasting seal of
his love for us,” Pope Francis said. “All those
who experience a painful trial in body or spirit
can find refuge in these wounds and, through
them, receive the grace of the hope that does not
disappoint.”
“Amid the many hardships we are enduring, let
us never forget that we have been healed by the
wounds of Christ,” he said.
The pope added: “In the light of the Risen
Lord, our sufferings are now transfigured. Where
there was death, now there is life. Where there
was mourning, now there is consolation. In
embracing the cross, Jesus bestowed meaning
on our sufferings and now we pray that the
benefits of that healing will spread throughout the
world. A good, happy and serene Easter to all of
you!”
Pope Francis gave the Easter Urbi et Orbi
message and blessing from the Altar of the Chair
in St. Peter’s Basilica, where he had offered
Easter Sunday Mass with a congregation of
approximately 200 people.
With Italy in a new lockdown because of the
coronavirus pandemic, the blessing was given
inside the basilica, instead of from the central
loggia overlooking St. Peter’s Square.
In the Urbi et Orbi blessing, Pope Francis
noted that “once again this year, in various places
many Christians have celebrated Easter under
severe restrictions and, at times, without being
able to attend liturgical celebrations.”
“We pray that those restrictions, as well as all
restrictions on freedom of worship and religion
worldwide, may be lifted and everyone be
allowed to pray and praise God freely,” he said.
The pope explained that “Today, throughout
the world, the Church’s proclamation resounds:

Pope Francis lights a candle at the Easter Vigil
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica on April 3.

Credit: Vatican Media/CNA

‘Jesus, who was crucified, has risen as he said.
Alleluia!’”
The Easter message, he continued, is not a
mirage or a magic formula, nor is it an escape
from the difficult situation of the COVID-19
pandemic and the severe social and economic
crises it has caused.
“Nonetheless – and this is scandalous – armed
conflicts have not ended and military arsenals are
being strengthened,” he said.
“In the face of, or better, in the midst of this
complex reality, the Easter message speaks
concisely of the event that gives us the hope that
does not disappoint,” the pope explained. “‘Jesus
who was crucified has risen.’”
This message is about a man “of flesh and
bone, with a face and a name: Jesus,” he said.
“The crucified Jesus, none other, has risen
from the dead. God the Father raised Jesus, his
Son, because he fully accomplished his saving
will,” the pope added. “Jesus took upon himself
our weakness, our infirmities, even our death.
He endured our sufferings and bore the weight of
our sins. Because of this, God the Father exalted
him and now Jesus Christ lives forever; he is the
Lord.”
Pope Francis prayed that those who are sick
with the coronavirus, or who have lost loved ones
in the pandemic, may be comforted by the Risen
Christ.
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St. Joseph Parish in Milton Restores Former
Cemetery Chapel Altar of the Sisters of Christian Charity

In April of 2018,
European religious
the Sisters of
art. The frames of
Christian Charity
what at one time
closed Holy Family
housed exquisite
Convent in Danville
stained-glass windows
and moved back to
were now just empty
their Motherhouse in
frames in the chapel.
Mendham, N.J. The
The older Sisters in
congregation sold the
the congregation still
convent and grounds
remember using the
to Geisinger for use
chapel during funeral
as office space and
times and spending
parking.
hours in vigil the night
Knowing that any
before burial.
items remaining at
An artistic
the former convent
parishioner at St.
would be destroyed in
Joseph Parish – Doug
construction, the Sisters
Bertanzetti – was asked
asked Father John
to restore the altar to
Hoke, pastor of nearby
its original splendor.
St. Joseph Parish in
The altar depicts Jesus’
Milton, if the parish
Agony in the Garden.
This newly-refurbished altar, which graces St. While the disciples
would be interested
Joseph Parish in Milton, once belonged to the slept, Jesus prayed,
in any statues for the
Sisters
of Christian Charity, and was repurposed and an angel appeared
parish or its grounds.
for the parish after the closure of the Sisters’ to Him, holding a cup.
The parish selected
convent in Danville. Jesus accepted His
to refurbish an altar
that graced an old
Father’s will of suffering
small cemetery chapel
the Agony, the Passion,
designed to give proper respect for the deceased and the surrender of His life for our salvation.
Sisters the night before their burial on the
The restored altar now graces St. Joseph
grounds of the convent. The chapel, in its day,
Parish Center, and was used by the parish for the
featured ornately-painted walls reflecting 1800s
first time for Adoration on Holy Thursday, at the
conclusion
of the
Mass of
the Lord’s
Supper.
(Article
and photos
courtesy of
St. Joseph
Parish in
Milton.)

These images show the top and bottom of the altar before its restoration.

Who Is the Holy Spirit?

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I had the
privilege of teaching a sixth
grader who had a gift of seeing
things in a different way. His
name was Miguel. The year
he was in my class, I taught
a lesson about St. Patrick on
his feast day. I mentioned to
the class that St. Patrick used
common things found in nature
to explain profound theological
topics. I told them that he used
the shamrock to explain the
Trinity to people. After telling
the class the entire story about
St. Patrick, I asked, “If you
were trying to explain to your
little brother or sister about the
Trinity, what analogy would you
use?”
Immediately, Miguel’s hand
went up. But before I can
continue the story, I need to
explain an experience to make
his analogy understandable.
You see, a week before my
lesson, a local high school
visited the school to present a
musical concert for my students.
But this concert didn’t have the
“normal” type of instruments.
Rather, it was all about
introducing lyres and lap harps
to the middle-school students.
The high school boys (they
were from an all-boys school)
were playing reggae and rap
on lyres! Needless to say, my
students loved the rhythms and
how the high schoolers played
their instruments!
As I called on Miguel to
answer my question, he said,
“Sister, I was thinking. If I would
need to explain the Trinity
to my younger brother and
sister, I would use the lyre as
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an image.” Intrigued, I said,
“Please explain.” He went on,
“You see, the Father is on one
side of the instrument and
the Son is on the other side.”
I interrupted, “What about
the Holy Spirit?” He quipped,
“Sister, be patient, I am getting
to that! The love bond between
Father and Son is represented
by the strings. When the Father
looks at the Son, He sighs in
love. When the Son looks at
the Father, He sighs also in
love. Their love sighs pluck the
strings, creating music that only
lovers can hear. This ‘melody’ of
lovers is the Holy Spirit.”
I am reminded of this story as
I begin a new series on the Holy
Spirit. I was recently asked to
give a retreat on the Holy Spirit.
As I was preparing for it, I felt
a wee bit overwhelmed about
the majesty of the Third Person
of the Trinity. Thinking about
all of this, I realized that I have
rarely heard a homily on the
Holy Spirit outside of Pentecost.
So, this is my feeble attempt to
begin to explain who He is.
That being said, let me
reiterate that I, a creature,
am trying to put into words
something that can’t be fully
comprehended. There is an
element of mystery to it. What
I mean by this is, we can
understand something of who
the Holy Spirit is, but not His
totality.
According to the Catechism,
the Holy Spirit is “found in
Scriptures; in Tradition, to which
the Church Fathers are always
timely witnesses; in the Church
Magisterium, which he assists;
in the sacramental liturgy,
though its words and symbols

in which the
Holy Spirit
puts us into
communion
with Christ;
in prayer,
wherein He
intercedes
for us; in the
charisms
and
ministries by “Thoughts from a
Catholic Evangelist”
which the
Church is built up; in the signs
of apostolic and missionary
life; in the witness of saints
through whom He manifests His
holiness and continues the work
of salvation.” (CCC 688)
This explains where to find
Him, but who He is – that’s
another topic. I came across
a blog on the Holy Spirit. The
author, Trenton Mattingly,
explains who He is in this way,
“The Holy Spirit is love, to
put things very simply. I know
this answer is cliché and isn’t
what you were hoping for, so
don’t fret — there’s more. The
Holy Spirit is a distinct person
of the Holy Trinity, who exists
as the communication and
personification of the mutual,
flowing and never-ending
relationship of love and unity
between God the Father and
God the Son. This is what the
Nicene Creed (the one we say
at Mass every Sunday) means
when it says the Holy Spirit
“proceeds from the Father and
the Son.” … [It’s] also tempting
to think the Holy Spirit is just
love between the Father and
Son. Don’t forget that the Holy
Spirit is a distinct member of
the Holy Trinity who has existed
for all of eternity and plays a
More MUSINGS, page 14
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls
and the consolation of their loved ones.
Abbottstown
Immaculate Heart of Mary:
Carmen Miranda
Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
William Herrity
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Amada Kendall
Carlisle
St. Patrick:
Mary Lee Gerard
Peter Nesbella
Columbia
Holy Trinity:
Betty Joe Stephenson
Michael Blymier

Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré:
Joseph N. Pavelic
Susan Chopper
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Armand G. Paquin, Jr.
Julia C. Peet
Elaine Kozak
Waynesboro
St. Andrew the Apostle:
Shirley LaVonne Doyle
Domingo Garcia
Nicholas Barnhart
York
St. Joseph:
Patrick Rooney
Peter Lazzara
Phyllis Quigley
Florence Zmroczek

MUSINGS, continued from 13
big role in the creation of the
universe (Genesis 1:2) and
bringing about our salvation
through Jesus Christ (Matthew
1:18).”
Many great theologians and
saints throughout history have
realized how difficult it can be
to understand all of this, and
managed to come up with an
easier way to think of things.
They compared the bond
between the members of the
Holy Trinity to a never-ending
dance where the Father and
Son are the dancers and the
Holy Spirit is the structure of the
dance they are following. … The
Holy Spirit constantly invites us

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in April during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Donald Adams, 1996
Father Patrick D’Alessandro, 1996
Deacon Arthur Colonell, 1996
Father Anthony Burakowski, 2002
Father Curtis Delarm, 2005
Father Mark Matthew Casey, OMI, 2007
Father Gerald Lytle, 2012
Deacon Charles Clark, 2012
Father Daniel Menniti, 2015
Deacon Thomas Flannery, 2018
Father Joseph Carolin, 2020
Deacon Martin C. Light Sr., 2020
Father Clarence Olszewski, 2020

and encourages us to take part
in this dance.
Think about Jesus’ baptism
in Matthew 3:13-17. The clouds
in the sky open up, the Holy
Spirit rockets down to descend
upon Jesus, and a voice booms,
“This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased.” When
we are baptized, the heavens
may not open up and God may
not announce our identity, but
the Holy Spirit does descend
upon us and make a home
inside our souls, and is well
pleased with us. Think about
how incredible of a gift this
is: The creator of the entire
universe and everything in it
has made a home inside of you.
He has made a gift of Himself.

Jesus promised us no less in
John 14:20. And if the Holy
Spirit is inside of us, and if the
Holy Spirit is part of the flowing
relationship of the Trinity, we
suddenly find ourselves swept
up in the greatest dance of all
time! This love, if we are willing
to accept it, slowly changes and
transforms our mind and soul to
be more aware and accepting
of the incredible love of God.
As Pope Benedict XVI once
advised, “Let us invoke the Holy
Spirit: he is the artisan of God’s
works. Let his gifts shape you!”1
I wonder if the music of this
eternal dance would be played
by lyres!
https://lifeteen.com/blog/heckholy-spirit/
1
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Obituary: Deacon Felix Ramos Garcia Festival committee, and assisted at youth

Deacon Felix Ramos
Garcia, 75, of Lancaster,
passed away at his
home surrounded by
family on March 29. Born
in Ponce, Puerto Rico,
he was the son of the
late Felix Ramos Torres
and Maria Luisa Garcia.
He was the beloved
husband of Norma
(Melendez) Ramos, celebrating 54 years of
marriage last September.
He moved to Lancaster in August of 1966
with his family. He married his wife Norma
at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church on September 17, 1966, and was one
of the founding fathers to help bring Spanishlanguage Masses to Lancaster.
After moving Spanish Masses between
Assumption BVM Church and St. Anthony of
Padua Church for several years, he was asked
to assist the Diocese of Harrisburg in the
selection and purchase of San Juan Bautista
Church. On June 4, 1983, Deacon Ramos
Garcia was ordained to the diaconate at St.
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg. He served the
Lord through his service towards others as a
deacon for the last 37 years.
He spent time as a Missionary in South
America, was a member of the Holy Name
Society, the Knights of Columbus, the
Charismatic Prayer committee, the parish’s

camps.
Deacon was a master craftsman at Sun
Room Company for 20 years. A man of the
community, he was also a self-employed
carpenter, and his business lasted for more
than 20 years. His expertise in carpentry,
framing and roofing specifically targeted the
Lancaster community for thousands of projects
throughout his life. He also volunteered his
service to the Church and to others throughout
his life, performing facility improvements
and teaching others his craft. In 2007,
he completely lost his home to a fire and
personally rebuilt it within a year.
Along with his wife, Norma, Deacon Ramos
Garcia is survived by five children: Felix
Ramos, Jr. of West Chester, Luis Ramos of
Frackville, Jose Ramos of Florida, Freddy
Ramos and his wife Anna of Lancaster, and
Angie Ramos and her companion Abimael
Vargas of Lancaster. Also surviving are 16
grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, 8
sisters, and 4 brothers.
A viewing was held April 5 from 6-8 p.m.
at San Juan Bautista Church in Lancaster.
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
on April 6 at the church with Father Luis
Rodriguez as celebrant. Burial followed at
Conestoga Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in Deacon’s memory may be
made to San Juan Bautista Church.
For online condolences, visit
SnyderFuneralHome.com.

Holy Family Radio, 720AM,
Spring Fundraisers

in Maryland. This event replaces our annual
dinner and it’s not to be missed. An on-line
auction will immediately follow the presentation
and include themed baskets, dinner-theatre
tickets and other special items. Please support
Holy Family Radio 720 AM through your
participation and generosity for all events.
Purchase $25 tickets to FAITH RENEWED at
www.720whyf.com. Pledge Drive donations
may be sent to Holy Family Radio, Inc, P.O.
Box 6028, Lancaster, PA 17607-6028. For more
information, call 717-525-8110.

It’s spring and Holy Family Radio is busily
preparing for several events. Our annual Spring
Pledge Drive begins April 15, lasting through
May 14. Please consider supporting the only
Catholic radio station in our Diocese. On May
11 at 7 p.m., we invite you to join us for FAITH
RENEWED, our first virtual fundraiser. Join us
as we hear from Bishop Ronald Gainer, Msgr.
William King, and our main speaker, Father
John Trigilio of Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

Diocese of Harrisburg
Cursillo Movement, Mass of
Remembrance: On Saturday,
April 17 at 10 a.m., there will
be a special Mass in memory of
all deceased Cursillistas of the
Diocese at St. Jude Thaddeus
Church in Mifflintown. Father
William Weary will be the
celebrant. Deceased members
of a Cursillista’s immediate
family or friends may also be
included. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, we will not be
serving refreshments after the
Mass. Attend in person, or to
watch the Mass on livestream.
E-mail hbgcursillosol@gmail.
com with names of deceased
and date of death for those
who have died since April 13,
2019. Anyone planning to attend
in person, should e-mail by April
15 with your name and phone
number. The link to watch the
livestream will be sent in the
Cursillo E-News, and available
on the website www.harrisburgcursillo.org.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages

Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in 2022 with Father
Michael Reid, pastor of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish in
Hanover. Father Reid will lead
a group of 24 pilgrims on an
active and spiritual tour of the
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Holy Land, Jan. 31-Feb. 11,
2022. The 12-day itinerary
organized by Select International
Tours includes Mount Tabor,
Nazareth, Cana, Galilee, Tabgha,
Magdala, Mount of Beatitudes,
Capernaum, Mount Carmel,
Caesaria Maritima, Bethlehem,
Shepherd’s Field, Jericho,
Baptism Site, The Dead Sea
(with optional visit to Masada),
Mount of Olives, Mount Zion,
Jerusalem, St Anne’s Church,
and Ein Karem. Land and Air
cost is $3,695; a deposit of
$500 is required by Oct. 3,
2021. Flights depart from and
return to Newark International
Airport. For a brochure and
other information, please contact
Father Reid at 717-637-4625,
ext. 113.
“Deep Calls to Deep” is
a virtual, guided, retreat,
April 17 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
sponsored by the Saint Cyril
Spiritual Center in Danville. The
retreat is presented by LuAnn
Sgrecci O’Connell and Lois
Miller. This is a guided retreat
that will allow you to spend
a day exploring new prayer
practices and revisiting others
as a means of going deeper with
God, including centering prayer
and praying with collage. The
day will consist of guided
prayer experiences, teaching
and sharing. “Prayer is sitting
in the silence until it silences
us, choosing gratitude until
we are grateful, and praising
God until we ourselves are
acts of praise,” said Father
Richard Rohr. The presenters

are seasoned retreat directors.
LuAnn is a life-long explorer,
learner and teacher. Her current
roles are spiritual director,
retreat leader, and “retired”
homeschool mom to five, and
co-op lit teacher. Her degrees
in economics and public policy
analysis inform her concern for
politics and social justice. Lois
is a spiritual director who
received her training through
Kairos School of Spiritual
Formation. Lois has a B.S.
in elementary education.
Currently, Lois is involved
in pastoral care and prayer
ministries in her church, and
companioning others as a
spiritual director and mentor.
For more details and to register
by April 9, call 570-2753581 or visit www.sscm.org.
After registering, you will be
contacted via your email for a
link.

Education &
Enrichment

The Vatican International
Exhibit of Eucharistic
Miracles of the World,
hosted at Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish in Cornwall,
April 4-11. This photographic
exhibit tells the stories of 153
Church-approved Eucharistic
Miracles, displaying the events
where the presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist has been made
physically present in flesh
and blood, became luminous
or appeared with images. The
More NOTEBOOK, page 17

Events &
Fundraisers
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will be a week-long virtual event
this year and will take place
exhibit will be available for
online from April 14 at 8 a.m.
viewing in the Parish Center
Holy Family Radio,
until April 21 at 8 p.m. You can
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day
720AM, Spring Fundraisers:
access the auction website now
from April 4-11.
It’s spring and Holy Family
and preview it until the auction
Beginning Experience
Radio is busily preparing for
starts here: https://stjnschool.
Weekend cancelled. The
several events. Our annual
betterworld.org/auctions/
Harrisburg Beginning
Spring Pledge Drive begins
spring2021. All bidding will take
Experience Weekend scheduled April 15, lasting through May
place through this website and
for April 16-18 has been
14. Please consider supporting
we will continue to add items to
cancelled. The Harrisburg
the only Catholic radio station
the website as they come in. If
Beginning Experience Team
in our Diocese. On May 11 at
you have any questions, contact
regrets that we have to cancel
7 p.m., we invite you to join
Development Director, Sarah
our spring weekend due to
us for FAITH RENEWED, our
Shaffer, at Sshaffer1@sjbnf.
the continued concerns about
first virtual fundraiser. Join us
org. Please feel free to share the
COVID-19.
as we hear from Bishop Ronald
link with friends and family.
Diocesan Office of Vocations’ Gainer, Msgr. William King, and
York Catholic High School
bi-monthly Zoom discernment our main speaker, Father John
presents “Vintage Hitchcock:
group. Young men (junior year
Trigilio of Mount Saint Mary’s
A Live Radio Play” in lieu
in high school through young
Seminary in Maryland. This
of its traditional musical stage
adults) are invited to take part
event replaces our annual dinner production this spring. With
in this online discussion. To
and it’s not to be missed. An on- the challenges the coronavirus
register, e-mail the Office
line auction will immediately
has presented, students are
of Vocations at vocations@
follow the presentation and
preparing a recorded drama
hbgdiocese.org with a valid
include themed baskets, dinner- introducing them to the stylings
e-mail address and mailing
theatre tickets and other special
of behind-the-scenes television
address so that the discussion
items. Please support Holy
and film production. The live
material may be mailed. The
Family Radio 720 AM through
radio play brings spies, murder,
Zoom discernment group meets your participation and generosity love, and other trademarks of
on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the for all events. Purchase $25
Alfred Hitchcock to life in the
month from 8-9 p.m.
tickets to FAITH RENEWED
style of a 1940s radio broadcast
Women of Grace, upcoming at www.720whyf.com. Pledge
of the master of suspense’s
studies and events: “St. Joseph Drive donations may be sent to
earlier films, “The Lodger,”
and His World Webinar” with
Holy Family Radio, Inc, P.O.
“Sabotage,” and “The 39 Steps.”
Mike Aquilana, Tuesday,
Box 6028, Lancaster, PA 17607- The students have constructed
April 13. Webinar is free,
6028. For more information, call the sets and props and have
with book study led by Susan
717-525-8110. Thank you for
memorized their lines. The York
Brinkmann, OCDS. Visit www.
your generosity.
Catholic musical pit orchestra
womenofgrace.com. Fall study
St. John the Baptist Catholic students wrote and composed
of the “Queen of Militants.”
School in New Freedom will
all of the accompanying
For more Information, contact
hold its Annual Auction this
music and were challenged
Chris Arnold at carnold@
month. This is St. John’s biggest to turn everyday objects into
womenofgrace.com or 717-379- fundraiser of the year. The
6041.
More NOTEBOOK, page 18
theme is, “Where Faith and
Education Meet.” The auction
NOTEBOOK, from 16

NOTEBOOK, from 17

sound effects to duplicate the
Foley effects of vintage radio
broadcasts. An additional crew
of camera operators and editors
learned how to record and
edit the scenes into a cohesive
presentation. Virtual show times
are Friday, April 16, at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, April 17, at 7 p.m.;
and Sunday, April 18, at 2 p.m.
Virtual tickets can be purchased
by visiting the York Catholic
website at www.yorkcatholic.
org. Stream price is $20 per
device plus $3.95 service charge.
Mary, Gate of Heaven
Parish in Myerstown, will
host a take-out spaghetti
dinner, April 24 from 11 a.m.7 p.m., or until sold out. Cost
of $8 includes a hefty portion
of spaghetti with meat sauce,
garlic bread and salad. Baked
goods will be available for
additional sale. Please do not
bring your own containers; takeout containers will be provided.
Visit the parish on Facebook for
more information.
Seven Sorrows BVM
Catholic School in Middletown
will launch the school’s
outdoor Nature Lab on Earth
Day, April 22. This handson classroom, envisioned by
principal Rebecca Harvey, in
partnership with landscape
designer Kevin Boustead
of Stauffers of Kissel Hill,
enhances SSBVM’s early
elementary curriculum.
The Nature Lab shifts early
childhood education from
a primarily indoor, teacherinitiated model to one that
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embraces outdoor, child-initiated
play--critical to children’s wellbeing. By moving children and
their activities outdoors to this
one-of-a-kind classroom, the
experience of what they do is
transformed! SSBVM students
gain life skills when taking time
to investigate and respond to
authentic & engaging challenges
during project-based lessons in
the lab. The public is welcome
to take part in the SSBVM
Nature Lab ribbon-cutting
ceremony on April 22nd, 2021
at 9:00 AM, 360 E. Water Street,
Middletown, PA 17057.
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
is seeking applicants for
its scholarship award. The
council’s scholarship committee
will award a $1,000 scholarship
to a Catholic senior high school
girl for the freshman year 20212022 at an accredited college,
university or trade school.
Applicants must be sponsored
by a mother, grandmother or
guardian who is a member of
a Parish Council of Catholic
Women. The applicant and
her sponsor must be residents
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Applicants must meet all
conditions established by the
scholarship committee as set
forth in its rules and regulations,
which are included in the
application packet. Applications
are available from parish
Council of Catholic Women
presidents or by contacting
Joyce Scott, Scholarship Chair,
at 717-737-0927 or joynbob10@
aol.com. Deadline is May 1.

Job Openings
St. Columba School in
Bloomsburg is seeking
a short-term substitute
middle school (grades
5-8) mathematics teacher,
with Algebra I and Algebra
II experience, starting
immediately until May
28, 2021. Clearances are
mandatory. If you are interested
in this great opportunity,
contact the school at 570-7845932 or e-mail Peter Morisco,
principal, at scsprincipal@
saintcolumbaschool.org for more
information.
St. Patrick School in
Carlisle has several staff and
faculty openings the 2021-2022
school year: full-time early
childhood teacher (certified for
K-3); full-time middle school
(6-8) religion teacher; full-time
middle school (6-8) science
teacher; music instructor, which
may be full-time or part-time
depending on the applicant’s
experience; part-time nurse
(Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.2 p.m.; hours flexible); parttime middle school (6-8) math
teacher, a few hours daily;
part-time librarian, hours
and days flexible.Interested
candidates should reach out to
Principal Antoinette Oliverio
at aoliverio@spscarlisle.org
or visit www.spscarlisle.org
and look under “About us” for
employment information.

More NOTEBOOK, page 19
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The Diocese of Harrisburg has Principal
Openings for the 2021-2022 school year: Our
Mother of Perpetual Help in Ephrata (www.
omphschool.com); St. Joseph, Hanover (www.
sjshanover.org); St. John the Baptist in New
Freedom (www.stjnschool.org); and Seven
Sorrows BVM, Middletown (www.ssbvm.
org). Minimum qualifications: Practicing,
knowledgeable Catholic; thorough understanding
of Catholic School Philosophy; commitment
to modeling the values of Catholic Educational
Leadership; PA Administrators Certificate (or
in process); Catechetical Certification (or in
process) and 5 years teaching experience. See
the employment listings on the Diocese of
Harrisburg’s website: www.hbgdiocese.org. Send
résumé and letter of interest to: Ann Everest,
Department of Education; Diocese of Harrisburg;
4800 Union Deposit Road; Harrisburg, PA 171113710 or aeverest@hbgdiocese.org.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg
is seeking a part-time Director of
Communications. This role is a member of the

parish staff that works with the pastor and staff
to utilize all communication tools at the parish’s
disposal in order to promote the overall mission
of the parish and encourage engagement and
tithing among the parish family. The Director of
Communications would be a de facto member of
the Parish Finance Council and Parish Pastoral
Council. Fob description at www.stfxcc.org/apply.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg is
seeking a part-time Director of Evangelization.
This role is a member of the parish staff who gives
direction to evangelization efforts in the parish
community. These efforts attend to the active
community (particularly young adults and youth),
to inactive Catholics, and to the unchurched.
Therefore, this involves renewal and formation
ministries within the parish, and outreach and
welcome to those not active or connected with
the Church. The Director of Evangelization aims
to foster conversation and growth in discipleship
among the faithful, to develop a welcoming
community, to animate and equip parishioners to
evangelize, and to accompany seekers or returning
Catholics. Job description at www.stfxcc.org/
apply.

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org
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