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Golden Apple Teachers Announced for Diocese of Harrisburg

Sister Danielle
Truex, IHM

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

Lisa Minney

Deborah Richard

Patricia D’Elia

Six teachers and
one principal from
Catholic schools
in the Diocese of
Harrisburg were
announced this
week as recipients
of this year’s Golden
Apple Award. The
highest recognition
Carolyn Obermeier
Eileen Poplaski
Melissa Preston
given by the Diocese to principals
• Patricia D’Elia, mathematics at Lancaster
and teachers, this
Catholic High School in Lancaster
honor commends the educators’ professional
•
Carolyn Obermeier, Instructional Support
excellence, leadership, commitment to Catholic
teacher at York Catholic High School in York
values, and devotion to teaching in a Catholic
•
Eileen Poplaski, social studies teacher and
school. This year’s honorees are:
Vice Principal at Trinity High School in
• Sister Danielle Truex, IHM, Principal of
Camp
Hill
Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster
• Melissa Preston, third grade teacher at St.
• Lisa Minney, eighth grade teacher at Sacred
Joseph School in York
Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster
• Deborah Richard, fourth grade teacher at St.
More GOLDEN APPLES
Theresa School in New Cumberland
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“It is an honor and a privilege to recognize
these seven educators for their outstanding
service to our students, our Catholic schools and
our Diocese,” said Bishop Ronald Gainer. “We
have all been faced with significant challenges
during the past year, and our educators
especially have been asked to go above and
beyond. These seven educators have shown time
and again, before and during the pandemic, their
commitment to Catholic education, service and
stewardship. I commend each of them for a job
well done.”
“The winners of the Golden Apple Awards
this year are an exceptional group. To win a
Golden Apple Award this year is a sign that
these educators have done remarkable work in
educating and forming students while facing very
difficult challenges – and a sign that the whole
community recognizes that work, as well,” said
Daniel Breen, Superintendent of Catholic Schools
and Secretary for Education for the Diocese.
“These educators are the standard-bearers for
the selfless dedication, professionalism and
achievement of all our faculty and staff in our 35
Catholic schools in our Diocese during this trying
school year.”
As part of their application packet after being
nominated for the Golden Apple, each recipient
shared their joys, love and reasons of teaching in
a Catholic school:
Sister Danielle Truex, IHM
“I feel that one of my greatest strengths
and the aspect I love most about serving in
Catholic school leadership is my ability to see

the potential in people, places and situations for
God’s creative work to take root. Seeing what
and who God’s providence has made available,
calling for the best those resources have to offer,
and watching the passion for mission unfold is a
sacred participation in God’s creative power and
it takes place in big and small ways every day
in a Catholic school. I love that this experience
of pooling the collective experiences and graces
of all the members of a school community into
a distinct mission is one that I’ve also been
fortunate enough to experience, not just as
a teacher or leader, but also as a product of
Catholic education.”
Lisa Minney
“Being a Catholic school teacher is one of the
most rewarding and meaningful opportunities of
my life, and I will carry these experiences with
me forever. One of the most rewarding, and
life-giving, responsibilities I currently have is to
prepare the seventh and eighth graders for the
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
This responsibility allows me to sow the love of
Christ in my students by teaching them about the
importance of the Holy Spirit as a Counselor and
Advisor in their lives. This allows me to reveal to
the students the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and how
these Gifts provide purpose as well as strengthen
them for the challenges they will face in their
lives.”
Deborah Richard
“When I think of teaching as giving life, I think
of teaching students the value of living a loving,
service-filled life in the present and extending
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into the future goal of Eternal Life in Heaven.
I am blessed to help students pave a path for
themselves founded on a lasting relationship with
Jesus. I am proud to say (shout!) I am a Catholic
school teacher! The Holy Spirit has guided our
Diocese to continue the mission of teaching
stellar academics and Catholic beliefs this year,
despite the pandemic. Everyone involved has
worked so hard. It is living testament to, ‘With
God all things are possible!’ My love for this
profession has grown so that it has become my
life.”
Patricia D’Elia
“I believe that sharing my faith is truly
sharing my life with my students. As a Catholic
educator, I not only witness my students’ growth
as mathematicians, but I am also blessed to
participate in their spiritual growth through shared
experiences of sacraments, prayer, retreats
and service projects. I am part of an amazing
faith community which, as summarized by the
Lancaster Catholic Mission Statement, provides
a Spirit-filled environment ‘to form students who
are intellectually astute, passionately faithful and
socially responsible.’ Father Allan Wolfe once
beautifully described the role of a Catholic school
teacher as being a ‘godparent’ to our students. As
that godparent, I marvel at my students’ growth
in faith throughout their high school years. When
I say farewell at graduation, I feel so blessed
to have been part of their faith journeys and so
grateful for the lessons that God has taught me
through them!”
Carolyn Obermeier
“In 2005, I helped develop the Academic
Assistance Center at York Catholic to address
the varying needs of students enrolled in our
school. I am blessed every day to coach, mentor,
teach and pray with the students who come
through my classroom door. My philosophy on
teaching encompasses the York Catholic mission
by cultivating the pillars of faith, mind, heart and
family. The patron saint of the AAC program is
Mary, Undoer of Knots. We all have some ‘knots’
in our lives and Mary can unite them…. The

students enrolled in the AAC program have the
drive and willingness to learn and put their whole
heart into their work to succeed. I developed the
program as a collaborative effort to work together
with teachers, parents, mentors and students to
help develop a more active learner and achieve
greater success in the classroom, thus becoming
more prepared to apply the skills learned to
everyday life.”
Eileen Poplaski
“I am lucky enough to teach with people who
model love of self and of others; people who
worry about the children who struggle in the
classroom, or have problems in their home life.
These are people who see the entire person as
built in the image and likeness of God. They fret
over helping these children find their way in a
world that is continually trying to pull them away
from God and their faith. They want their students
to realize that many of the life choices that are
either celebrated or condoned by society can be
so harmful to the soul and may bring satisfaction
at first, but heartache later. I draw my strength
and continued love of my job from my students,
but also from my wonderful colleagues who
continue to shine a light on the importance of
faith in becoming their best person.”
Melissa Preston
“I think it is important to integrate the faith into
everything we do and give students concrete
examples of things they can do outside of
school to grow closer to Christ. I pray that they
remember these things into adulthood and use
them in their day-to-day prayer life and faith
formation. We begin each day with a Christian
hymn or song, in hopes that students see that
there is great music out there that can help
them grow in their faith and prayer life. I think
it is important to include celebrations of the
Church, both liturgical season and feast days.
I include these as faith learning opportunities,
prayer opportunities, and I integrate these into
our other subject areas as well. The environment
of a Catholic school is unlike any other. We are
More GOLDEN APPLES
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a family. We work together, lean on each
other, pray for each other, and serve each
other. I cannot imagine working in any
other environment.”
About the Golden Apples
Each Golden Apple recipient receives a
certificate of achievement, a $5,000 cash
award, a golden apple plated in 24-carat
gold and an individual photo with Bishop
Gainer.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg,
approximately 9,000 students are enrolled
at 35 schools. High School students in the
Diocese typically have a graduation rate
over 98% and annually are offered more
than $40 million in scholarship funds.
The Golden Apple Awards Program was
established through the generosity of the
Donahue Family Foundation, Inc., located in
Pittsburgh. Jack and Rhodora Donahue are
parents of 13 children; all were educated in
Catholic schools. The Donahue’s were eager

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The 24-carat gold apples that are part of the award.
to express their deep appreciation to Catholic
school teachers for providing quality academic
and faith-filled education for their children. They
established the awards program in Pittsburgh
in 1992. To learn more about the Golden Apple
Awards or Catholic education in the Diocese of
Harrisburg, visit www.GoCatholicSchools.org.

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804

April 15, 2021• The Catholic WITNESS- 5

The Catholic Witness Unveils Dynamic New Website

Digital Edition Will Be Published Biweekly Beginning in May
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The Catholic Witness
unveiled its first-ever website
earlier this month, in an new
and exciting effort to deliver
more up-do-date news, photos
and videos to its readers.
The site, www.
catholicwitness.org, features a
user-friendly layout that is easyto-read and navigate.
On the home page, readers
will find the latest features
from Witness staff coverage of
Diocesan, parish and school
news. A drop-down menu
across the top of the home
page connects readers to
commentary pieces, including
the ever-popular “The Called”
and Sister Geralyn Schmidt’s
column. Other drop-down
menus offer designated space
for “The Saint Spotlight,” book
reviews, obituaries and the
Notebook calendar of events.
Sections for media releases,

letters from Bishop
Gainer and Catholic
news from around the
world are also part of the
dynamic website. Visitors
will also find digital
archives of editions
published in the past ten
years.
“Expanding the digital
footprint of the Witness
has been a long time
plan for the Communications Office. The
challenges we have all
faced due to COVID-19
also presented an
opportunity to make
this digital expansion
a reality,” said Rachel
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bryson, executive
The Catholic Witness’ website is
director of public relation
user-friendly across all devices.
for the Diocese. “We
are excited for the
of national and international
opportunities this website now
Catholic news.”
provides, including sharing
One of the unique features
content in a more timely manner
on our website is an option to
and expanding our coverage
sign up for alerts. When a new
article, video, slideshow or
other feature is added to the
site, subscribers to the feature
will receive an alert with the
link to the new content.
There is also a direct link
for parishes to submit the
names of their deceased
parishioners for the Obituaries
section, and for sending
written announcements to the
Notebook events page. The
links to send submissions
directly to both sections are
available on their respective
pages of the website.

The homepage is easy to navigate, with sections for news, columns
and media releases.

More WEBSITE, page 6

WEBSITE, continued from 5
Digital Edition Begins
Biweekly Format
Last May, The Catholic
Witness transitioned to a digitalonly format, rooted in a weekly
electronic newsletter sent
directly to subscribers’ e-mails
every Thursday evening. The
digital version is available free
of charge and includes the
same news that can be found
on our website, with direct links
to Witness stories, photos and
columns. The digital edition
also comes with a link to a
downloadable PDF that can be
printed and shared with those
who don’t have access to e-mail
or the internet.
If you haven’t signed up
yet for the digital edition, you
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can do so on the home page
next month. On May 6, the
at www.catholicwitness.org.
electronic newsletter will
Registration is free.
change to a biweekly format,
The transition to the all-digital distributed every over Thursday.
format last May allowed us to
It will still contain the photos,
bring interactive and more upfeatures and columns readers
to-date news to our readers. It
have come to expect, and will
was also a necessary decision
be complemented with a host
to make, due to the inability to
of postings to the website in
sustain printing and postage
between the biweekly e-mails.
costs from the loss of revenue
Email subscribers will also
during the pandemic. While we
receive an exclusive feature in
continue to examine ways to
the pdf, prior to its posting to
possibility return The Witness
the website. The first biweekly
to a printed format in the future, editions are slated for April 29,
we encourage recipients of the
May 13 and May 27, with every
digital edition to print and share other Thursday to follow.
the downloadable PDF with
We invite you to take a look
relatives and friends.
at www.catholicwitness.org and
With the unveiling of the
to sign up for our digital edition
new website, subscribers to
and alerts, as we continue to
the digital edition will notice a
present news and features in a
change in frequency beginning
new and exciting way.

ITALY, AUSTRIA, GERMANY &

A few highlights include:

OBERAMMERGAU

$4,759 + $559*

from Wash. Dulles/Baltimore
Early registration price per person
if deposit is paid by 8-30-21

The
Passion Play
Germany

Base price $4,859+ $559* after 8-30-21

Munich’s
Oktoberfest
Germany

SEPTEMBER 9-20, 2022
Catholic Charities
and Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
(Bishop of Harrisburg)

invite you on a 12-day pilgrimage to explore the traditions
of our faith in beautiful churches, chapels and shrines in Italy,
Austria, & Germany.

For a brochure, contact:
Mark Totaro
mtotaro@cchbg.org
717-657-4804

Dinner at the
world-famous
Hofbrauhaus
Germany

Lake Garda
Italy

Salzburg and
Innsbruck
Austria

Travel by:
Pentecost Tours, Inc
PO Box 280
Batesville, IN 47006
800.713.9800
812.933.0730
www.pentecosttours.com
travel@pentecosttours.com
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York Catholic Students Lift Curtain on Vintage Hitchcock Radio Play

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Following the mantra “The show must
go on,” students at York Catholic High
School are going old-school with their
spring performance April 16-18.
Big-score musical numbers, fullfledged scenery and in-person
audiences are being set aside due
to health and safety measures
surrounding COVID-19. In their place
are simple props, small-scale settings
and improvised sound effects in the
COURTESY OF YORK CATHOLIC
throwback stylings of the master of
Justin Melhorn staffs the broadcast desk in “Vintage
suspense, Alfred Hitchcock.
Hitchcock: A Live Radio Play.”
Entitled “Vintage Hitchcock: A Live
Radio Play,” the recorded production
at York Catholic’s website, www.yorkcatholic.
brings spies, suspense and murder to the stage
org. Cost is $20 per device, plus a $3.95 service
in the style of a 1940s radio broadcast featuring
charge. Tickets can be purchased up to the time
the director and screenwriter’s three films, “The
of the show.
Lodger,” “Sabotage” and “The 39 Steps.”
The pre-recorded show is among the many
The pièce de résistance: York Catholic
innovative productions high schools are
students take the lead in all parts of the drama,
presenting this spring to follow COVID-safety
from the cast and orchestra to sound effects,
guidelines while showcasing students’ talents in
costuming, camera operation, audio tech crew
music and the arts.
and post production.
A Plot Twist
The show will be available for streaming this
Three days before the unveiling of the vintage
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Virtual show times
are April 16 at 7 p.m., April 17 at 7 p.m., and April production, students representing different
aspects of the show shared their experiences of
18 at 2 p.m. Tickets to the stream are available
undertaking a new style of drama.
Musician Emilio Gurany,
who usually finds himself in the
orchestra pit during York Catholic’s
spring musicals, said the radio
play “offers a best-of-both worlds
compromise” between a Broadwaystyle production and a limited-scale
musical, the latter of which had
been considered earlier in the year.
“This is more of a play than a
musical, of course, but there is
background music and two songs.
I think this was the best fit for the
situation,” Emilio said.
Cast members Matthew Doyle and Isabella Pearl act out a
scene in York Catholic’s production, which is available via
More RADIO PLAY
stream April 16-18.
page 8
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As a musician, Emilio was
given the task and honor of
composing two radio jingles for
his school’s production of the
show. No well-respected radio
show would be complete without
catchy and kitschy commercial
tunes. Supplied with prewritten
lyrics, Emilio delivered the score
for both commercials, which are
performed by the high school
orchestra.
“It was very different to
be able to do that,” he said.
“Personally, I have some
experience in writing songs, but
they are more pop/rock style,
which is very different from a
radio jingle. I immersed myself
in a mindset of writing in a
specific style and writing for an
entire orchestra arrangement. I
wrote the songs over the span
of a few days. It was a bit of
a struggle at first to find the
inspiration, but from there it
began to flow.”
Stepping away from their
seats in the orchestra pit,
student musicians took stage
left, providing sound effects to
enhance the vintage production.
They learned the art of Foley
effects, using everyday items
like baking sheets, wood blocks
and mallets to give authenticity
to the Hitchcock style.
“That was an interesting
thing too, because none of us
have experience with the Foley
technique. It was something
completely new that we had to
learn,” Emilio said. Exchanging
their musical instruments for
coconut shells, train whistles
and soda cans, orchestra

members brainstormed
to create sounds
simulating footsteps, car
engines and creaking
doors.
“There was a lot of
learning as we went –
what worked and what
didn’t work – but in
the end we got a good
result,” said Emilio.
Several of his effects
can be heard in the
production’s final story,
“The 39 Steps.”
Dial M for …
Modification
Cast member Sophia
DeBolt, who appears
in “The Lodger” portion
of the show, said she
wasn’t sold on the idea
Orchestra members Mason Kovach,
of a radio play at first. A
Dominic Blanchard and Emilio Gurany
regular in York Catholic’s
use the Foley technique to create
spring productions,
various sound effects for the show.
the senior said she
was hesitant about
To overcome the muffled
this year’s show, given
sounds of voices behind masks,
its different and sometimes
small plastic cage-like devices
challenging format.
But presented with new ideas were inserted into the actors’
face coverings. The inserts
and approaches, she changed
created enough space between
her mind rather quickly, and
their mouths and masks to
is eager for the show to be
result in clear speaking voices.
released this weekend.
Technician Luke Maly was
“It was very different
responsible
for producing
compared to all the other
quality sound for the show. Over
musicals I’ve been in,” Sophia
said, “but once we started doing the course of the three weeks it
took to shoot, edit and produce
it, it was actually a very good
the radio play, Luke spent hours
experience.”
between the tech booth and the
The show’s stylings and
stage.
production presented the cast
“Working with sound, I’m
with several challenges and
usually
in the booth, but I was
called on them to adapt to
also responsible for putting the
various elements.
The first was emoting and
More RADIO PLAY
portraying emotion behind face
page 9
coverings.
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mics on the cast and making
sure the frequency was on point
so we could record with little to
no mistakes,” said Luke.
“For last year’s show, we
were able to knock this out in
one week, but this year it took
three weeks. I still enjoyed it
though, even being here until
8:00 at night,” he said.
Cast members were divided
into three small groups for each
of the show’s acts, which were
filmed by students. Scenes
were shot in small increments,
different from the usual
chronological flow of a rehearsal
or live performance.
“It is definitely going to be
really interesting to see the
full show and how it all comes
together,” Sophia said. “Since
this is a play without big musical
numbers and it’s limited to a few
cast members at a time with
some props, you can really see
yourself and your acting.”
“The filming part was very
interesting, too, because it was
so different having the cameras
there and wearing masks
while we acted out the scenes.
Overall, it was a very good
experience. It was different, but
a good kind of different,” she
said. “For me, this experience
has taught me how to adapt
to different situations and
scenarios, and change the way I
act into order to convey emotion
while wearing a mask. It also
developed my acting technique.
With musicals, the majority of it
is singing, but with a play, you
have to embody emotions.”
Emilio said this year’s

production
“forced
me to get
comfortable with
on-the-fly
learning.
There
were new
techniques
and
sudden
changes
that we had
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
to adapt
Technician Luke Maly adjusts sound levels from the
to while
booth at the back of York Catholic’s auditorium.
recording.”
The cast
production.
and crew of “Vintage Hitchcock”
“I’m definitely looking forward
hadn’t seen the full result of the
to seeing how much we’ve
production at the time of The
improved since the fall,” he said.
Witness’ visit on April 13. The
Purchase your virtual
video was in its final rendering
tickets to the show at www.
stages that day, keeping the
yorkcatholic.org.
students in eager
anticipation of the
final result.
“Doing this type
of a show was a
completely new
thing,” said Luke,
who has been a
technician at York
Catholic since
seventh grade.
“We tried this in the
fall with the junior
high play, and I tell
you, it is a learning
process to produce
something like this.
The spring play
compared to the
fall play is so much
different. We did a
lot of learning and
trial and error, and
we’ve seen a major
improvement in this

Irish and ’Rocks Playing
Great ’21 Lacrosse
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Given the 2020 spring lacrosse
season was wiped out due to
COVID-19 last year, two Diocesan
lacrosse teams are totally making up
for lost ground, as they are undefeated
heading into this year’s mid-season.
The defending District 3 girls’ (2019)
champion is York Catholic with a
resounding 22-3 win over arch-rival
Kennard-Dale, who is normally their
league and district championship
hurdle to clear. The PIAA plans a
back-to-normal playoff championship
season rather than the modified and
limited bracket formats that have been
used in the 2020-21 fall and winter
seasons.
In boys’ play, the Shamrocks of
Trinity High School started the season
with solid wins over perennial power
Hershey and a non-league dusting
of Pittsburgh’s Shady Side Academy,
a respected lacrosse program that
usually plays deep into the PIAA state
playoffs.
If you are solid in goal and have
a dominating FOGO (face-off gooff) specialist – the ’Rocks certainly
have both in juniors J.R. Long and
Justin Bordner respectively – you
are going to be a very difficult team
to beat. Bordner is winning nearly
90 percent of his face-offs and is a
top-tier Division I college prospect,
meaning Trinity pummels teams
with possession time and abundant
scoring chances. In the state rankings,
the ’Rocks are ranked eighth at the
season’s midway point.
It’s difficult to see how these two
teams will not be playing in the heat of
early summer for District 3 and PIAA
state championships.
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BOB CHADDERDON

York Catholic’s Sydney Mentzer shows her dominant
inside scoring on an easy look.
’Rocks goalie JR Long feels the ride heat of a State
College attacker at Trinity’s COBO field.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity’s Justin Bordner rips a shot against Carlisle.
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Pope Francis: Christ’s Wounds Shower ‘Mercy upon Our Misery’

By Hannah Brockhaus
the Mass, including a group of inmates from three
Catholic News Agency
Rome prisons: Regina Caeli, Rebibbia female,
At every Mass we adore and kiss Christ’s
and Casal del Marmo.
wounded and risen body in the Eucharist, a
Nurses from the nearby Hospital of S. Spirito in
channel of his mercy, Pope Francis said on
Sassia were also present, as well as people with
Divine Mercy Sunday.
disabilities, a family of migrants from Argentina,
Offering Mass at the Church of Santo Spirito in and young refugees from Syria, Nigeria, and
Sassia on April 11, the pope reflected on Jesus’
Egypt. Religious sisters of the Hospitaller Sisters
appearances to his
of Mercy, and Civil
disciples between
Protection volunteers
his Resurrection
also attended the
and his Ascension,
pope’s Mass.
explaining that the
“I address a
disciples received
special greeting to
the mercy of Jesus
you, present here in
Christ through the
the Church of Santo
gifts of his peace,
Spirito in Sassia,
forgiveness, and
the Shrine of Divine
wounds.
Mercy,” the pope said
“His wounds
at the end of Mass.
are open channels
“You represent
between him and
some of the situations
us, shedding mercy
in which mercy is
upon our misery,”
made tangible; it
Pope Francis said.
becomes closeness,
CNA/ACI STAMPA
“His wounds are the
service, care for
A
side
chapel
dedicated
to
Divine
Mercy
in
the
pathways that God
those in difficulty,”
Church of Santo Spirito in Sassia. he said. “I hope you
has opened up for
us to enter into his
will always feel you
tender love and actually ‘touch’ who he is. Let us
have been granted mercy, so as to be merciful to
never again doubt his mercy.”
others in turn.”
“In adoring and kissing his wounds, we
Before reciting the Regina Coeli, a Marian
come to realize that in his tender love all our
antiphon prayed during the Easter season, Pope
weaknesses are accepted,” the pope continued.
Francis said: “May the Virgin Mary, Mother of
“This happens at every Mass, where Jesus offers Mercy, obtain this grace for us all.”
us his wounded and risen Body. We touch him
Afterward, he greeted each person individually
and he touches our lives. He makes heaven
before returning to the Vatican.
come down to us. His radiant wounds dispel the
Located down the street from St. Peter’s
darkness we carry within.”
Basilica, Santo Spirito in Sassia is Rome’s official
He said: “Like Thomas, we discover God; we
Divine Mercy shrine.
realize how close he is to us and we are moved
Originally built as a hospital chapel, the 16thto exclaim, ‘My Lord and my God!’ (John 20:28).
century church was transformed into a center
Everything comes from this, from the grace of
of Divine Mercy spirituality at the request of St.
receiving mercy.”
Pope John Paul II in 1994. In a side chapel, the
Pope Francis celebrated Mass on Divine
church has a large copy of the Divine Mercy
Mercy Sunday together with several priests who
painting of Christ, and relics of St. Faustina
were designated “Missionaries of Mercy” during
More DIVINE MERCY
the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2016.
page 14
Approximately 80 people were invited to attend
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St. John Neumann Catholic School Receives $20,000 EITC Donation
Representatives from Cabot Oil & Gas
Pennsylvania,” said Martin. “We have families
Corporation recently visited St. John Neumann in our state who want to be able to make a
Catholic School in Lancaster and presented
decision on what is the best way to educate
the school with a $20,000 Educational
their children. This program assists them in
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) donation. The
doing just that.”
statewide
“We are
program
thankful for
provides
the EITC
tax credits
program as
to eligible
it enables
businesses
us to assist
that provide
in providing
scholarship
a Catholic
funding to
education to
schools.
those families
“We
who might
have the
not be able
opportunity
to afford
to make a
one,” said
donation to
Kyla Hockley,
a school that
principal
is making
of St. John
certain that
Neumann
St. John Neumann Catholic School in Lancaster receives a
tomorrow’s
Catholic
$20,000 donation from Cabot Oil & Gas. From left are Kyla
generation
School.
Hockley, principal; George Stark, Cabot Oil & Gas; Father
receives the
“And we are
Daniel Powell, pastor; Bill desRosiers, Cabot Oil & Gas;
education
thankful to
and Senator Scott Martin (R-Lancaster), joined by students.
that they
Cabot Oil &
need,” said
Gas for their
George
support of our
Stark, External Affairs Director for Cabot Oil
mission and ministry.”
& Gas Corporation. “This investment through
The donation will provide $10,000 in
the EITC doesn’t happen without people in
scholarship assistance for PreK students
our state government ensuring that it has the
and $10,000 in scholarship assistance for
necessary funding. On behalf of Cabot, we
students in K-8 at the school. The check was
are happy to assist in your effort and mission
presented to Father Daniel Powell, pastor, and
here. However, our efforts wouldn’t be possible Hockley, joined by students. The presentation
without the legislature in Harrisburg ensuring
was transmitted through the school’s ZOOM,
the success of this program.”
allowing all students to see how government
State Senator Scott Martin, a proponent of
and business can work together for the
EITC funding and a school alumnus, was also
betterment of all.
present for the presentation and school tour.
(Story and photo courtesy of St. John
“We are very proud of our EITC program in
Neumann Catholic School.)
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The Holy Spirit: Love in Action
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

I knew this day would
eventually come! I sit here
looking at a white screen and a
blinking cursor almost laughing
at me. I don’t have one story to
share. Rather, I have several!
I am purely at a loss on which
one to share with you this week.
I am thinking of a young
couple expecting their first child.
However, with this joyous news
came the sobering realization
that there is a cancerous mass
in the mother’s uterus. The
doctors suggested abortion
followed by a complete
hysterectomy and then chemo.
The young couple looked at
each other and said in unison,
“The baby first.” Six months
after the healthy baby girl was
born, the mom died.
I am thinking of a woman
pushing a baby carriage across
the street, and the man who
saw a car speeding toward
them. Pushing the baby
carriage and the mother out of
the way to safety, the man was
hit by the car.
I am thinking of the countless
health care providers that
put their life on the line as
they continue to alleviate the
suffering of others during the
current pandemic.
Or, the countless ways
parents and grandparents
sacrifice for their children,
grandchildren and for one
another.
Or, the individuals looking
after their elderly neighbors,
making sure that all their needs
have been satisfied.
The list can go on and on! I

just can’t stop at one story.
Why did these individuals
sacrifice in such ways?
Because they love.
“The first gift of love is love
itself, and all the other gifts
emanate from this supreme gift,
as from their source. Therefore,
the Gift of the love of God is the
Holy Spirit. Loving us with the
love of friendship and giving
us his Spirit is for God one and
the same thing. … The love of
friendship is mutual. God loves
us through the Holy Spirit. So
that we may correspond to
that infinite love with a love
created, to be sure, but also
supernatural and divine, when
giving himself to us the Holy
Spirit pours into our souls the
likeness of himself, which is
charity.” 1
Remember, in the Act of
the Apostles, we first find the
scared Apostles locked way
in the upper room huddled
together. In the midst of the fear
of “What’s next?” Pentecost
took place. The Holy Spirit
transformed these men into
courageous and fearless
witnesses of Christ! The Holy
Spirit allowed them to proclaim
Christ’s love for all people. They
were the first proclaimers of this
love to the whole world. The
Holy Spirit gave them the gift of
experiencing Trinitarian love!
The Holy Spirit does the
same for us. Yes, I know, we
might not be called to be as
courageous as the Apostles
were, but we are still called to
do everyday duties with great
love. Love can change people.
Love in action can change
people as well as circum-

stances
around
them!
“‘God is
love’ and
love is His
first gift,
containing
all others.
God’s love
has been
poured
“Thoughts from a
into our
Catholic Evangelist”
hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.” (CCC 733, 1
Jn. 4:8)
Hmmm. It seems to me that
your story could be added to the
stories above!
1
Martínez Luis M. The
Sanctifier. Pauline Books &
Media, 2004. Pg. 12.

Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women’s
Scholarship Program
The Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women will award
a $1,000 scholarship to a
Catholic senior high school
girl for the freshman year
2021-2022 at an accredited
college, university or trade
school.
Applicants must be
sponsored by a mother,
grandmother or guardian
who is a member of a Parish
Council of Catholic Women,
and both must be residents
of the Diocese. Receive an
application by contacting
Joyce Scott at 717-737-0927
or joynbob10@aol.com.
Application deadline is
May 1, 2021.
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls
and the consolation of their loved ones.
Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
Raymond R. Haladay
Edward R. Mott
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Joseph Stine
Danville
St. Joseph:
Eleanor Barrack
Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré:
Saide Baaklini
Eva Rodriguez
St. Francis of Assisi:
Bethziada Andujar
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Andy Hricak
Shirley Powell
Lebanon
St. Cecilia:
Chester Zimolzak

Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
Dorothy Mayernick
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Betty Elizabeth Jarosiewicz
Carol T. Rossi
Rose Marie DiFrancesco
Our Lady of Mount Carmel:
Frank Camp
Dean Thomas
New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Bud Shughrue
York
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Paula Rosario

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in April during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Donald Adams, 1996
Father Patrick D’Alessandro, 1996
Deacon Arthur Colonell, 1996
Father Anthony Burakowski, 2002
Father Curtis Delarm, 2005
Father Mark Matthew Casey, OMI, 2007
Father Gerald Lytle, 2012
Deacon Charles Clark, 2012
Father Daniel Menniti, 2015
Deacon Thomas Flannery, 2018
Father Joseph Carolin, 2020
Deacon Martin C. Light Sr., 2020
Father Clarence Olszewski, 2020

St. Patrick:
Virginia Bupp
George Ceroy

DIVINE MERCY
continued from 11
Kowalska and St. Pope John
Paul II.
In his homily on Sunday,
Pope Francis said because we
have been forgiven by God in
his abundant mercy, we must
show the same mercy to others.
“Do you want proof that God
has touched your life? See
if you can stoop to bind the
wounds of others,” the pope

said.
“Today is the day to ask, ‘Am
I, who have so often received
God’s peace, his mercy,
merciful to others? Do I, who
have so often been fed by the
Body of Jesus, make any effort
to relieve the hunger of the
poor?’”
“Let us not remain
indifferent,” Pope Francis
urged, stating that a faith which
receives but does not give
becomes arid, barren, and

sentimental.
“Having received mercy, let
us now become merciful,” he
said, “let us be renewed by the
peace, forgiveness and wounds
of the merciful Jesus. Let us
ask for the grace to become
witnesses of mercy. Only in this
way will our faith be alive and
our lives unified. Only in this
way will we proclaim the Gospel
of God, which is the Gospel of
mercy.”

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Education &
Enrichment

Diocesan Office of Vocations’
bi-monthly Zoom discernment
group. Young men (junior year
in high school through young
adults) are invited to take part
in this online discussion. To
register, e-mail the Office
of Vocations at vocations@
hbgdiocese.org with a valid
e-mail address and mailing
address so that the discussion
material may be mailed. The
Zoom discernment group meets
on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month from 8-9 p.m.
Women of Grace, upcoming
studies and events: “St. Joseph
and His World” by Mike
Aquilina, 8-week book study led
by Susan Brinkmann, OCDS,
begins May 3. Online instruction
and discussion at www.
womenofgrace.com. Fall study
of the “Queen of Militants.”
For more information, contact
Chris Arnold at carnold@
womenofgrace.com or 717-3796041.
“Truth, Beauty, and
Goodness” virtual
evangelization speaker series
continues April 26 from 7-8
p.m. with “Retail Therapy:
The Spiritual Considerations
of Shopping.” Kimberly
Burke, coordinator of religious
education at St. Joseph Parish
in Danville and a member of the
Diocesan Guild of the Catholic
Medical Association, will speak
on the positive and negative
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aspects of shopping habits. The
presentation will take place
via Zoom. Registration is free,
although free-will donations are
accepted. Registration deadline
is April 23 at noon, and all who
register will receive a ZOOM
link for the presentation. The
registration link is: https://
www.hbgdiocese.org/event/
truth-beauty-and-goodnessevangelization-speaker-series-7/.
St. John the Baptist in
New Freedom will host an
adult formation course for
the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd- Level I part 1 this
summer. Sessions will meet over
three weekends, June 5 and 6,
July 24 and 25, and Aug. 7 and 8
in the school
building.
Catechesis
of the Good
Shepherd is a
Montessoribased
religious
formation
program
for children
which seeks
to create and
facilitate
a sacred
“hands on”
space for
children
called an
atrium. In the
atrium, the
children and
the catechists
can hear,
ponder and
celebrate
the most

essential mysteries of our faith.
The catechist’s own in-depth
formation is essential in order
to guide meditations on biblical
themes and liturgical signs that
can draw the youngest child
to fall in love with Jesus. The
Level I course grounds the
participant in the theory and
praxis of the Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd while also
concretely preparing her/him to
develop and facilitate an atrium
for 3-6 year olds. Part 2 of this
course will be announced at a
later date. Contact Sister Jane
Keller, SSJ, in the parish’s
religious education office at
More NOTEBOOK, page 16
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717-235-2439 or srjkeller@
sjbnf.org for additional course
information and registration.

Events &
Fundraisers

The St. Pauline Foundation
in Kulpmont presents its
Spring Fling Raffle, April 23
from noon-6 p.m., and April
24 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
St. Pauline Center on Chestnut
Street. More than 100 items,
including Lennox, Vera Bradley,
Rae Dunn, a Yeti cooler, patio
set, microwave and television.
Need not be present to win. Cost
is $20 for a sheet of 26 tickets.
After initial purchase, additional
sheets are $10 each. Food,
beverages and bake sale items
will be available for purchase.
Sacred Heart School in
Lancaster’s annual fundraiser,
RECESS! Fundraiser opens
with the opportunity to purchase
a Greek take-out dinner of
Pastitsio (Greek lasagna),
salad and the coveted pastry,
baklava. Pick up pre-ordered
dinners (small for two people;
large for four to six people)
on Friday, May 21 from
4-7:30 p.m. Limited quantities
available. The school is also
selling 100 raffle tickets for the
chance to win a beautiful 14k
gold bracelet donated by Finch
Jewelers valued at $895. The
virtual silent auction with more
than 25 baskets opens May 21
at 8 a.m. and ends at 5 p.m.
on May 23. Purchase dinners
and raffle tickets: https://www.
accelevents.com/e/RECESS0.

Knights of Columbus of St.
Theresa of the Infant Jesus
Council, semi-annual chicken
barbecue, May 2 in the school
parking lot in New Cumberland
from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., or until
sold out. Cost of $10 includes
half a chicken, potato, roll and
applesauce. Tickets will not be
sold prior to the event. Pick up
dinners in a drive-through style
in the parking lot.
Holy Family Radio, 720AM,
Spring Fundraisers: It’s
spring and Holy Family Radio
is busily preparing for several
events. Our annual Spring
Pledge Drive begins April 15,
lasting through May 14. Please
consider supporting the only
Catholic radio station in our
Diocese. On May 11 at 7 p.m.,
we invite you to join us for
FAITH RENEWED, our first
virtual fundraiser. Join us as
we hear from Bishop Ronald
Gainer, Msgr. William King, and
our main speaker, Father John
Trigilio of Mount Saint Mary’s
Seminary in Maryland. This
event replaces our annual dinner
and it’s not to be missed. An online auction will immediately
follow the presentation and
include themed baskets, dinnertheatre tickets and other special
items. Please support Holy
Family Radio 720 AM through
your participation and generosity
for all events. Purchase $25
tickets to FAITH RENEWED
at www.720whyf.com. Pledge
Drive donations may be sent to
Holy Family Radio, Inc, P.O.
Box 6028, Lancaster, PA 176076028. For more information, call
717-525-8110.

St. John the Baptist Catholic
School in New Freedom will
hold its Annual Auction this
month. This is St. John’s biggest
fundraiser of the year. The
theme is, “Where Faith and
Education Meet.” The auction
will be a week-long virtual event
this year and will take place
online from April 14 at 8 a.m.
until April 21 at 8 p.m. You can
access the auction website now
and preview it until the auction
starts here: https://stjnschool.
betterworld.org/auctions/
spring2021. All bidding will take
place through this website and
we will continue to add items to
the website as they come in. If
you have any questions, contact
Development Director, Sarah
Shaffer, at Sshaffer1@sjbnf.org.
York Catholic High School
presents “Vintage Hitchcock:
A Live Radio Play” in lieu
of its traditional musical stage
production this spring. With
the challenges the coronavirus
has presented, students are
preparing a recorded drama
introducing them to the stylings
of behind-the-scenes television
and film production. The live
radio play brings spies, murder,
love, and other trademarks of
Alfred Hitchcock to life in the
style of a 1940s radio broadcast
of the master of suspense’s
earlier films, “The Lodger,”
“Sabotage,” and “The 39 Steps.”
The students have constructed
the sets and props and have
memorized their lines. The York
Catholic musical pit orchestra
students wrote and composed
all of the accompanying
More NOTEBOOK, page 17
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music and were challenged
to turn everyday objects into
sound effects to duplicate the
Foley effects of vintage radio
broadcasts. An additional crew
of camera operators and editors
learned how to record and
edit the scenes into a cohesive
presentation. Virtual show times
are Friday, April 16, at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, April 17, at 7 p.m.;
and Sunday, April 18, at 2 p.m.
Virtual tickets can be purchased
by visiting the York Catholic
website at www.yorkcatholic.
org. Stream price is $20 per
device plus $3.95 service charge.
Mary, Gate of Heaven
Parish in Myerstown, will
host a take-out spaghetti
dinner, April 24 from 11 a.m.7 p.m., or until sold out. Cost
of $8 includes a hefty portion
of spaghetti with meat sauce,
garlic bread and salad. Baked
goods will be available for
additional sale. Please do not
bring your own containers; takeout containers will be provided.
Visit the parish on Facebook for
more information.
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
is seeking applicants for
its scholarship award. The
council’s scholarship committee
will award a $1,000 scholarship
to a Catholic senior high school
girl for the freshman year 20212022 at an accredited college,
university or trade school.
Applicants must be sponsored
by a mother, grandmother or
guardian who is a member of
a Parish Council of Catholic

Women. The applicant and
her sponsor must be residents
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Applicants must meet all
conditions established by the
scholarship committee as set
forth in its rules and regulations,
which are included in the
application packet. Applications
are available from parish
Council of Catholic Women
presidents. More information
and applications can also be
obtained by contacting Joyce
Scott, Scholarship Chair, at 717737-0927 or joynbob10@aol.
com. Deadline is May 1, 2021.

Job Openings
St. Joseph Parish in
Lancaster is seeking an
administrative assistant. The
individual will be a faithful
and creative person who will
provide administrative and
secretarial support to our pastor
and other staff in advancing
the Mission and Vision of
our parish to become and to
make disciples of Jesus Christ.
In addition, this position
includes the responsibility for
implementing and maintaining
a comprehensive parish
communication and engagement
plan. Proficiency in Microsoft
Office (Word, Excel, Publisher),
social media and website
maintenance is required.
Experience with databases is
preferred. If you are interested
in learning more about this
part-time position, please
contact Deacon Peter Jupin at
717-397-6921 or deaconpete@
stjosephslanc.com.

St. Joseph School in York
is currently recruiting
primary teachers for the 20212022 school term. Interested
candidates must possess
Pennsylvania certification, youth
protection clearances and a
fervor for mentoring children in
the faith. Please forward a letter
of interest, professional résumé,
and application requirements
found at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
employment-applications to
Mrs. Corinne A. Eck, 2945
Kingston Rd., York PA 17402 or
eck@sjy.org.
St. Joseph School in York
is seeking a part-time AfterHours supervisor. This position
supports student supervision
beyond the regular school
day for approximately 2.5
hours and is a perfect fit for
a creative person who enjoys
working with children. Youth
protection clearances will be
required. Interested candidates
may send a letter of interest
to Mrs. Corinne A. Eck, 2945
Kingston Rd., York PA 17402 or
eck@sjy.org.
St. Joseph School in York is
seeking a part-time Preschool
Teacher for three and four-yearold classes. Interested candidates
must possess Pennsylvania
certification and youth
protection clearances. Please
forward a letter of interest,
professional résumé, and
application requirements found
at https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
catholic-schools/employmentapplications to Mrs. Corinne A.
More NOTEBOOK, page 18
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Eck, 2945 Kingston Rd., York PA 17402 or eck@
sjy.org.
Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in
Ephrata is seeking a full-time Pre-School
teacher for the 2021-2022 school year.
Qualifications include minimum bachelor’s degree
with an active teaching certificate preferably
in Early Childhood or Elementary Education.
Applicants must complete the Harrisburg Diocese
Professional Employment Application, submit
three current letters of reference, and obtain
the proper clearances. To be considered for an
interview, applicants must also provide a pastor’s
letter of recommendation. Please submit a cover
letter, résumé, letters of reference, pastor’s letter
of recommendation, and transcripts to Ms. Brenda
Weaver, Principal, Our Mother of Perpetual
Help Catholic School, at principal@omph.org or
Our Mother of Perpetual Help Catholic School,
330 Church Avenue, Ephrata, PA 17522. The
application packet found on the Diocesan website
must be completed and submitted: https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/employmentapplications/
St. Columba School in Bloomsburg is seeking
a short-term substitute middle school (grades
5-8) mathematics teacher, with Algebra I and
Algebra II experience, starting immediately until
May 28, 2021. Clearances are mandatory. If you
are interested in this great opportunity, contact the
school at 570-784-5932 or e-mail Peter Morisco,
principal, at scsprincipal@saintcolumbaschool.org
for more information.
St. Patrick School in Carlisle has several staff
and faculty openings the 2021-2022 school year.
The school, with students from PreK3 to eighth
grade, is looking to fill the following positions:
full-time early childhood teacher (certified for
K-3); full-time middle school (6-8) religion
teacher; full-time middle school (6-8) science
teacher; music instructor, which may be fulltime or part-time depending on the applicant’s
experience; part-time nurse (Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; hours flexible); part-time
middle school (6-8) math teacher, a few hours

daily; part-time librarian, hours and days flexible.
Interested candidates should reach out to Principal
Antoinette Oliverio at aoliverio@spscarlisle.org or
visit www.spscarlisle.org and look under “About
us” for employment information.
The Diocese of Harrisburg Catholic Schools
Department has announced Principal Openings
for the 2021-2022 school year: Our Mother of
Perpetual Help in Ephrata (www.omphschool.
com); St. Joseph, Hanover (www.sjshanover.
org); St. John the Baptist in New Freedom (www.
stjnschool.org); and Seven Sorrows BVM,
Middletown (www.sevensorrowsschool.com).
For more information, see the employment
listings on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s website:
www.hbgdiocese.org. Send résumé and letter of
interest to: Ann Everest, Department of Education;
Diocese of Harrisburg; 4800 Union Deposit
Road; Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710 or by e-mail:
aeverest@hbgdiocese.org.

Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the
toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a
church official, employee or volunteer, also
please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth
Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor, llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor a manos de un official, empleado
o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame
al número de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda
diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

