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Catholic League President, Conference Speakers
Embolden Men with Spiritual Tools to Defend the Faith

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In a society plagued by
moral relativism, secularism,
the destruction of the family,
“cancel culture,” and attacks
on religious freedom, speakers
at the Diocese’s annual
Men’s Conference armed
attendees with the spiritual tools
necessary to defend the faith
and defeat the Evil One.
The March 20 conference
was a virtual event, featuring
six presenters, praise and
worship music, and a Holy Hour
of Adoration streamed from
both the Diocesan Center and
from the presenters’ individual
locations.
The day began with Dr.
William Donohue, President
of the Catholic League for
Religious and Civil Rights, who
presented on “The Catholic
Advantage” – the benefits we
have as Catholics as we pursue
health, happiness and heaven,
and also the title of one of his
books.
Donohue wrote the book out
of his curiosity to understand
why people of faith seem
to have better mental and
physical health than secularists
– particularly intellectuals and
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Livestreamed from New York, Dr. William Donohue, President of
the Catholic League, talks about the advantage Catholics have in
the pursuit of health, happiness and heaven.
Hollywood celebrities.
“I looked at the three Hs –
health, happiness and heaven
– and I determined that if you
follow the three Bs – beliefs,
boundaries and bonds – you’re
going to have a better chance
of reaching the three Hs,”
Donohue said, citing numerous
studies to support his claims.
Addressing the first B –
beliefs – he remarked: “People
who pray live longer and have

better mental health than people
who don’t pray at all…. This is
also true for intercessory prayer.
There have been a number of
double-blind studies of people
who suffer from a malady.
The people being prayed for
by strangers who don’t know
them actually do better in their
physical health.”
On the subject of boundaries,
More CONFERENCE
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Donohue pointed to the inverse relationship
between religion and problems that plague
society.
“Who are the people who are the most likely to
be involved in drugs and alcohol in our society?
The people who have no faith at all. Who are
the people who are least likely to be burdened
with drug and alcohol problems? People of faith,”
Donohue said.
The same applies to incidences of criminal
behavior and promiscuity, he said, “because
Catholics understand what the value of selfdenial is. God gave us brakes, and if you don’t
tap them, you’re going to wind up with problems.”
Bonds are also critical to achieving health,
happiness and heaven, Donohue offered. He
pointed to recent studies of physical and mental
health during the COVID-19 pandemic which
reveal that people who have strong bonds with
others fare better than those who don’t.
“Are you solidified with another person, or a
group of people? Is the family intact? What is
your network of friends and family? …. Take a
look at the indices of mental health, loneliness,
depression, suicide. Who are the people most
likely to suffer from them? The religious people?
No. The secularists? Yes,” he said.
“When people go to church on Sunday, we go
there to pray and for the Eucharist. But we also
get to meet people and to socialize. That kind of
bonding is what counts…. It is easier for us as
people of faith, especially us as Catholics. That’s
why I call it the Catholic advantage,” Donohue
said.
Among the studies Donohue referenced in
his presentation was one by Dr. Harold Koenig,

which summarized that there is a great deal of
research indicating religion’s impact on better
coping, mental health and physical health.
“Is it true that all Catholics are equally likely
to live longer, to be happier, have better mental
health, physical health? Is it likely that you
won’t be involved in drugs and alcohol and
promiscuous sex? It’s practicing Catholics,”
Donohue pointed out. Those who no longer
practice, or who come to Mass only at Easter and
Christmas are not the ones Koenig and others
reference in their studies, he pointed out.
“If you’re going to live the faith seriously, if
you’re going to be a serious Catholic, you will
have a better chance of being happy,” Donohue
said. “You will have a better chance of mental
and physical health.”
A Message of Encouragement
Taking the podium in front of a handful of men
gathered at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg,
Bishop Ronald Gainer offered a message of
affirmation and encouragement found in 1 Peter,
in his presentation, “The Genuineness of Your
Faith: Reflections on 1 Peter.”
The letter, addressed to Christians in
Asia Minor at the time of its writing, is one of
encouragement that Catholics need today,
especially given the past year, Bishop Gainer
said.
“The original recipients of this epistle had come
to faith in Christ through baptism. So have we. In
the words of 1 Peter 1:3, they were given a new
birth to the living hope through the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ. So were we. This being born
anew removed them from their former behaviors
and values. …. This new birth made the
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Christians unpopular; objects
of suspicion, ridicule, hostilities
in their ambient pagan culture.
Does that sound familiar to our
experience?” the bishop asked.
Even as life becomes
agonizing, 1 Peter “tells us to
keep our eyes focused on the
prize, on the greatest good
that awaits us, despite the
trials that we must undergo,”
Bishop Gainer said. “This
letter of encouragement is an
exhortation to Christians to
trust that by God’s grace, we
can resist anything that comes
our way, and that in the end,
a glorious and imperishable
reward – a prize – of unending
life with God awaits those who
persevere in faith and hope.”
Just as the Christians of the
time faced mockery, rejection
and hostility, so do those in
Africa, India, the Middle East
and China today, the bishop
remarked. “Increasingly, our
own society has no sympathy
for our faith and for our moral
values. Freedom of religion
has been attacked, restricted,
even denied. Rather than circle
the wagons and disengage,
1 Peter urges us to be good
citizens, but Christians first, by
participating in the conversion
of society while persevering
and strengthen our loyalty to
Christ and to one another in the
Church.”
“1 Peter not only frames
our contemporary problems
in maintaining our Christian
commitment in a hostile society,
but also catechizes us on how
to do it,” he said. “We need to
maintain an awareness of the
Gospel’s profound vision of

human destiny
and the beauty
of the believing
community, the
Church. We
must hold fast to
the unshakable,
living hope that is
ours because of
the Risen Jesus
Christ. Whenever
we do suffer in
any way for our
faith, we become
an icon of Christ
before the world
and an affirmation
of the life that
Christ alone has
given us.”
Men of Mary
Speakers
throughout the
balance of the
conference
offered concrete
Bishop Ronald Gainer delivers his
tools to the 600
presentation on Peter’s letter of
men registered
encouragement to persecuted Christians.
for the event.
These tools
“woman” – a reference to Mary
included the Holy
as the New Eve, Father Miller
Eucharist, the Blessed Mother
remarked. “In calling His Mother
and St. Joseph, among others.
Father Frederick Miller, STD, ‘woman,’ Jesus tells us that
Mary is also His partner and His
of the Archdiocese of Newark,
closest associate in the work of
focused on the intercession of
redemption,” he said.
Mary in his presentation, “Men
The passage “shows us
of Mary.”
Mary
beginning her great work
An author, frequent presenter
of intercession, a work she
and former Executive Director
continues at this moment from
of the World Apostolate of
her place in heaven,” Father
Fatima, Father Miller opened
Miller said. “Because Mary is
his presentation by reading the
the Mother of Jesus, who is
passage of the Wedding Feast
God, and because she is the
at Cana from John’s Gospel,
mother of all His disciples, Mary
where Jesus performs his first
has the right to bring all human
miracle.
needs into the radius of Jesus’
When Mary approaches
Jesus about the wine having
More CONFERENCE
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It’s a dangerous attitude, Father Szada
cautioned, because it ignores God and
allows Satan to step in.
“Our God is a God who works in
and through human history. He’s not
something out there somewhere. He
works in human history, through all
eternity. God knows all of history; Satan
does not,” he said. “God works in human
history, and you can almost bet that since
Satan knows that’s the way God works,
he’s going to try to do exactly the same
thing. But all he can do is plant certain
seeds and do things in certain ways to
see how they pan out and how things
play out.”
He cautioned against being cut
Father John Szada, Diocesan exorcist, addresses the
off from the sacraments and losing a
devil’s attacks on humanity and the role that the faithful
sense of community. Without them, we
play in spiritual warfare.
become easily manipulated and unable to
withstand
the attacks from the Evil One, he said.
CONFERENCE
“People who are confused and frightened are
continued from 3
easily controlled,” Father Szada said. “Satan is
Messianic power. She brought Him the needs
about power; Satan is about control.”
of the young bride and groom. She brought Him
He encouraged conference attendees to read
the needs of the disciples, who needed the gift of
the book “Immortal Combat” by Father Dwight
faith.
Longenecker, which points to the toxic culture
“What Mary began at Cana – her intercession
and how to overcome it with a return to the
– she continues in our lives,” Father Miller
sacraments, a simplicity of life, steadfastness and
remarked. “We all have human needs; we all
sacrifice, among others.
have spiritual needs. Jesus wants us to go to her
“If we don’t pay attention to that bigger picture
and place our needs in her hands, so that she
out there, the little picture down here is going to
might bring them to Him and He might reveal
get worse and worse – and in fact, that’s exactly
His power in our lives. We may have financial
what is happening,” Father Szada said.
problems, problems with relationships in the
family. Bring those needs to Mary. She’ll bring the Average Joe with an Extraordinary Job
needs, in the most powerful way, to Jesus.”
In an insightful examination of the life of St.
Joseph, Anthony Devlin of St. Joseph Parish in
The Big Picture in Spiritual Warfare
Mechanicsburg held up Jesus’s foster father as a
Father John Szada, Diocesan exorcist,
man that all men can easily emulate.
addressed the devil’s attacks on humanity
“My analytic conclusion is that St. Joseph was
and the role we play in spiritual warfare in his
a guy, not especially different from you or me,”
presentation.
said Devlin, an Army investigator and analyst.
“The problem that we have in the world today
“He was a guy who did his best for his family
is the fact that so many people are focusing in on
and his God, and that gives me hope, because
the little details because they don’t believe there
if you want me to be a great saint, well I’ll try.
actually is a bigger picture. It’s all simply a matter
But if you want me to be a man who loves his
of ‘my opinion,’ ‘where I am at this moment,’ ‘what
wife and that little boy above all things, I can do
I think and what I want,’” he said. “There is no
bigger reality, no bigger truth, no bigger picture;
More CONFERENCE
it’s all simply a matter of ‘where I am and my own
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subjective perspective.’”
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that,” Devlin said. “If you want me to get up in
the middle of the night to walk to Egypt to keep
them safe, I can do that too. And if you want me
to give up my plans for a day off because that
little boy looks up and asks me to teach him how
to build a birdhouse, I can do that. If you want me
to give up my plans for a career…to spend my
life instead teaching that young man to be a good
man and to decrease so that he may increase –
that one’s tough, but I can do that.”
Devlin argued that St. Joseph is the patron of
the Church because he was a father who loved
his family unconditionally. “From there, now I can
see why St. Joseph is the Terror of the Demons,
and it’s not because of his cool ninja skills or
because he carries an ax. It’s because when you
love unconditionally, Satan can’t touch that,” he
said.
St. Joseph shows us how to do the will of God,
even when we don’t understand it, Devlin said.
“That gives me hope. I can do that,” he said.

attacking you, and you receive the Holy Eucharist
in a very pious way, you get a kind of peace
beyond all understanding that transforms you,”
Father Spitzer remarked.
“The devil hates the Holy Eucharist because
it is the Real Presence of Jesus Christ,” he said.
“When we receive it, it’s almost like a shield that
protects us and helps us.”
Speaking on the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
he spoke of its graces of spiritual healing,
absolution from mortal sin, and of breaking the
grip of Satan. “What a benefit this is for our
salvation, and to work for the Kingdom of God
against the Evil Spirit. It is indispensable,” Father
Spitzer said.
The third grace on which he presented was the
teaching office of the Catholic Church, which is
necessary for believers to know the truth about
how to interpret Scripture.
“If I didn’t have Jesus Christ in my life and
I didn’t have the Magisterium of the Catholic
Church, I would interpret Scripture in ways
that are utterly bizarre, to my benefit,” Father
Spitzer said, pointing out the dangers of false
interpretation. “If you want to stay on the road to
salvation, if you’re looking for the truth instead of

Four Graces to Defend the Faith
The Men’s Conference concluded with
More CONFERENCE
a presentation from Robert Spitzer, SJ, on
page 10
“Four Graces to Defend the Faith”: the Holy
Eucharist, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, the Magisterial
teaching of the Church, and
the Communion of Saints.
The Eucharist, the source
and summit of our faith, is the
food that literally feeds us,
and is necessary in our fight to
defend the faith, said Father
Spitzer, President of the
Magis Center, which provides
comprehensive information to
restore virtue, the dignity of
the human person, and belief
in God and the Real Presence
of Jesus.
“The Eucharist is the
instrument through which
spiritual healing occurs. If you
Communications Department staff Rachel Bryson, Executive
come to Mass and you’ve
Director of Public Relations, left, and Jordan Zabady, Social Media
been agitated by something
Specialist, right, support the livestream of the Men’s Conference
that’s going on or somebody is
from the Diocesan Center.
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Parishioners Gift St. James Parish in Lititz with Outdoor Stations of the Cross
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Handmade Stations of
the Cross, fully funded and
created by members of St.
James Parish in Lititz, were
installed as a gift to the parish
and the greater community this
Lenten season.
The Stations feature images
of Jesus’ journey to Calvary
to his death and triumphant
Resurrection. The Way of the
Cross begins adjacent to the
parish center, stretches along
a path to the rectory, and
symbolically culminates at the
top of a small hill at the edge
of the property.
The clay tiles for the project
were fashioned by parishioner
and professional artist, Amy
Holland, whose handiwork was
specifically requested when
members of the parish’s That
Man is You group brainstormed
last year about having outdoor
Stations on the parish grounds.
“We had seen some
examples of clay tiles for
Stations, and we thought if we
could have someone from our
parish do it, it would be special
and unique,” said Deacon Tom
Owsinski.
Holland spent several months
working on the images, an
undertaking that began with
pouring over hundreds of
pictures of the Stations – from
paintings and drawings to movie
stills and pictures of Living
Stations of the Cross.
“I get really emotional when
I got to Stations of the Cross,”
Holland said. “They’re hard
images to look at, to hear about,
and to ponder. In creating these,
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The First Station, Jesus is Condemned to Death, begins the
outdoor Way of the Cross at St. James Parish in Lititz.
I thought about the vision I had
in my mind every time I heard
about each one. Knowing the
image I wanted to created, I
looked at samples of artwork
throughout art history, and took
bits and pieces of each to draw

what I would use for the tiles.”
A professional potter, Holland
used a technique called
sgraffito, carving the designs
into a black glaze that reveals
More STATIONS
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A close-up of the Twelfth Station shows the detail of the sgraffito
technique that parishioner Amy Holland used to create the tiles.
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the clay beneath. This tech-nique allows people
to feel the image.
“The first ten Stations came relatively easy on
an emotional level, but the more difficult ones
were those with Jesus on the Cross,” Holland
said. “It was a sacred gift to be able to do this. It
was powerful and overwhelming.”
Father James O’Blaney, CSSR, pastor, led a
prayer service on March 21, a week after a team
of volunteers spent hours installing them with
machine equipment and hand tools.
The entire project was made possible by the
efforts of parishioners, who sponsored Stations
and offered time and talent to assemble and
COURTESY OF DEACON TOM OWSINSKI
install them.
Father James O’Blaney, CSSR, pastor, blesses the
“The community really came together to have
Stations of the Cross on March 21.
these installed, and we’re so fortunate to have
them up during Lent,” said Deacon Owsinski.
“I’m hoping it draws people to St. James
Church,” Holland said. “Even if you don’t believe
in religion, this is history, this really happened.
I hope people walk up here to see the story of
Jesus’ crucifixion and Resurrection.”

Volunteers, including Mike and Patrick Holand, left, help install the Stations of the Cross on a recent
Saturday morning.
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Amoris Laetitia Year: Pope Francis Says Church Must Defend the Family
By Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency
Pope Francis on Friday
encouraged Catholics to
support and defend families by
making an effort to be close to
them in the struggles and joys
of their daily lives.
In a video message for the
start of the “Amoris Laetitia
Family” year on March 19,
the pope said: “We are
called to accompany, to
listen, to bless the journey
of families; not only to trace
the direction, but to make the
journey with them.”
It is not enough to just
reiterate doctrine, he said.
We are called “to enter
homes with discretion and
with love, to say to spouses:
the Church is with you, the
Lord is close to you, we want
to help you keep the gift you
have received.”
Pope Francis’ video
message was played during
a webinar entitled “Our Daily
Love,” organized by the
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and
Life; the Diocese of Rome;
and the John Paul II Pontifical
Theological Institute.
The online conference
marked the opening
of a year dedicated to
deepening the Church’s
pastoral accompaniment
of families, as outlined in
Francis’ 2016 apostolic
exhortation Amoris laetitia.
In his message, the pope
noted how important family
ties have been during the
coronavirus pandemic, even
as families have been under

extra pressure from the many
challenges brought by the virus.
“So let’s support the family,”
he urged. “Let’s defend it from
what compromises its beauty.
Let us approach this mystery
of love with amazement, with

takes place: it passes precisely
through the language of good
and healthy relationships that
are lived in the family every day,
especially when facing conflicts
and difficulties together.”
Pope Francis emphasized
the Church’s responsibility
to help married spouses
understand the “authentic
meaning of their union and
their love, a sign and image
of Trinitarian love and of the
covenant between Christ and
the Church.”
Living this out is not
easy, he noted, because
the Gospel “is a demanding
Word, which wants to free
human relationships from
the bondage which often
disfigures their characters
and makes them unstable:
the dictatorship of emotions,
discretion and tenderness.”
the exaltation of the provisional
“And let us commit ourselves that discourages commitments
to safeguarding its precious
for a lifetime, the predominance
and delicate bonds: children,
of individualism, fear of the
parents, grandparents... These
future.”
bonds are needed to live and
He said: “Faced with these
to live well, to make humanity
difficulties, the Church reaffirms
more fraternal,” he said.
to Christian spouses the value
He encouraged Catholics to
of marriage as God’s plan, as
share the Gospel with families
the fruit of his grace and as a
by accompanying them and
call to be lived totally, faithfully,
helping them, so that they can
and freely.”
respond to their vocation and
“This is the path so that
mission with an awareness of its relationships, even if through
beauty and its foundation in the a path marked by failures, falls
love of the Trinity.
and changes, open themselves
When a family lives its
to the fullness of joy and human
vocation well, it becomes a sign fulfillment and become a leaven
of God’s love for the world, he
of fraternity and love in society.”
underlined.
“And in this context, the
transmission of the faith
between generations also
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Amoris Laetitia Family Year: What Every Catholic Needs to Know
By Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency
At the end of December, Pope
Francis announced that on March 19, the
Catholic Church would begin a special
year dedicated to deepening pastoral
outreach to families, based on his 2016
apostolic exhortation Amoris laetitia.
Here’s a CNA Explainer on everything
you need to know about what is being
called the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family”:
1. When is this year being celebrated?
The Amoris Laetitia Family Year began
on March 19, the Solemnity of St. Joseph,
CNA/VATICAN MEDIA
because that is the day that Pope
Francis signed his post-synodal apostolic A statue of the Holy Family is held during a General Audience with
Pope Francis.
exhortation Amoris laetitia. The letter,
which was on the theme of love in the
presence and of his merciful love,” he said. “This
family, was released about three weeks later.
year, therefore, is an opportunity to reach out to
The year 2021 marks the fifth anniversary
families, to not make them feel alone in the face
of Amoris laetitia’s publication.
of difficulties, to walk with them, to listen to them
Though it is being called a “year,” the Amoris
and to undertake pastoral initiatives that help
laetitia celebration will actually last around 15
them to cultivate their daily love.”
months, ending on June 26, 2022, with the 10th
edition of the World Meeting of Families in Rome. 3. I thought this was the Year of St. Joseph?
Yes, it is also the Year of St. Joseph, which
2. What is the year about?
began on Dec. 8, 2020, the Feast of the
Pope Francis has said “it will be a year of
Immaculate Conception, and will end on Dec. 8,
reflection on Amoris laetitia and it will be an
2021.
opportunity to focus more closely on the contents
In a press conference about the Amoris Laetitia
of the document.”
Year, Cardinal Farrell said “it was providential that
Amoris laetitia (“The Joy of Love”) was written
the Holy Father dedicated this year to St. Joseph,
following two Synods of Bishops dedicated to the husband and father, who was so loved that he
family. One of the longest documents in papal
was chosen by God to care for the Holy Family.”
history, it consists of an introduction and nine
“The pandemic has had very painful
chapters, reflecting on challenges to marriage
consequences for millions of people. But the
and family life.
family itself, despite being hit hard in many
The Dicastery for Laity, Family, and Life,
respects, once again showed its face as ‘keeper
headed by Cardinal Kevin Farrell, is coordinating of life,’ as was St. Joseph. The family remains
the Vatican’s initiatives for the special year.
forever ‘guardian’ of our most authentic and
Cardinal Farrell said that the year had been
original relationships, those that are born in love
organized because there are many couples and
and make us mature as people,” he said.
families around the world in crisis, experiencing
poverty, or feeling alone, and they “need pastoral
care, dedication.”
“Many families need to be helped to discover
More AMORIS LAETITIA
in the sufferings of life the place of Christ’s
page 10
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your own opinion and to follow Christ into the light,
you need a pope, you need a person who has been
designated” to follow in the lineage of what Jesus
established when he said “on this rock, I will build my
Church.”
On the Communion of Saints, Father Spitzer reveled
in his friendship with the saints, who he said are his
spiritual directors who accompany him throughout the
liturgical year.
“My friendship with all of those saints is so
utterly important to me. I cannot imagine having a
religious experience without having that dimension of
Catholicism, without being surrounded and helped by
the saints,” he said.
He encouraged the men to visit www.
crediblecatholic.com and www.magiscenter.com for a
plethora of answers to questions about the faith, and
additional information on the topics in his presentation.
“This is my view of the benefits of the Catholic
Church. Are they needed for spiritual warfare?
Absolutely,” Father Spitzer concluded. “It is our truth,
our way, our life; it is Jesus Christ. It is the fundamental
power of the Holy Spirit to forgive sins through human
beings. It is the Communion of Saints, it is the teaching
Magisterium that has kept us unified. It is, of course,
the love of Christ.”
The Men’s Conference, and the annual Women’s
Conference held in October, is organized and
hosted by the Diocesan Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis.
AMORIS LAETITIA
continued from 9
4. Is anything special happening for this year
of the family?
The Dicastery for Laity, Family, and Life is
coordinating many different initiatives for the
Amoris Laetitia Family Year, which started with
a webinar on March 19 dedicated to pastoral and
theological reflections on the family.
The opening of the webinar also included a
video message from Pope Francis.
The dicastery announced that it will also
organize other “spiritual, pastoral, and cultural
initiatives,” including a video project with Pope
Francis on each of the chapters of Amoris laetitia.
“Pope Francis intends to address all ecclesial

Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Youth Protection Program

To report suspected abuse of a minor,
call the toll free PA Child Abuse
Hotline: 1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor
by a church official, employee or
volunteer, also please call the Diocese
of Harrisburg Youth Protection
Hotline: 1-800-626-1608 or
email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de
un menor, llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del
Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso
de un menor a manos de un official,
empleado o voluntario de la iglesia,
también llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608
o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

communities throughout the world, exhorting
each person to be a witness of family love,” the
dicastery said in December.
The Vatican office will share resources with
dioceses, parishes, and other Church groups and
family associations on themes related to marriage
and family life, such as family spirituality,
marriage preparation, and holiness for married
couples.
It also plans to hold international academic
symposiums to examine different aspects
of Amoris laetitia in depth.
5. Where can I find out more?
The dicastery has created a webpage for
the year at www.amorislaetitia.va, where more
information about events and resources can be
found.
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Year of St. Joseph Feature:

St. Joseph Parish in Danville
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Passing through the main
thoroughfare in Danville, there’s
no way to overlook St. Joseph
Parish.
St. Joseph School fronts
the bustling Route 11, with the
steeple of the 152-year-old
church towering above. An
elevated statue of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, His arms spread
wide, offers welcome.
But it’s not just the physical
presence of the parish that
stands out in the southern
Montour County town. St.
Joseph Parish is a light of faith
and service in the community.
During this special Year of
St. Joseph – declared by Pope
Francis from Dec. 8, 2020,

through Dec. 8, 2021
– the parish is delving
deeper into the life
of its patron and
reflecting on the ways
it emulates him in its
mission to show Christ
to the world.
“This year, for me,
has been a great
opportunity to really
dive into getting to
know St. Joseph
more – as not just the
patron saint of this
parish, but the earthly
father of Jesus. It’s
given parishioners
an opportunity to hit
the pause button
and reflect on that,”
said Father Timothy
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Father Timothy Marcoe, pastor,
incenses the altar.
Marcoe, pastor.
To that end,
the parish
has offered
a number
of spiritual
opportunities,
including a
Mass celebrated
by Bishop
Ronald Gainer
on March 21
and the program
of Consecration
to St. Joseph
made popular
this past year by
Father Donald
Calloway. The
parish offered

Parishioners gather for Mass at St. Joseph Church in Danville. The church’s
windows depict the life of its patron.

More DANVILLE
page 12
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in-person and virtual meetings to lead
parishioners through the Consecration
program, through which faithful entrust
themselves to St. Joseph’s paternal
care and acknowledge him as their
spiritual father, so as to resemble him
in virtue and holiness.
Another unique offering in
observation of the Year of St. Joseph
is the weekly placement of a lily on
his altar as a sign of their love and
devotion to him.
The presentation of the white
flower – which represents Joseph’s
Gabriel Brady approaches the altar during Communion.
virtue, chastity, obedience to God and
faithfulness to Mary – was the idea of
the altar lilies, with monies to be presented to a
parishioner Ron Toczek, who has a
local charity at the end of the year.
strong devotion to the saint.
“I’ve always seen Joseph and Mary as my
“I love St. Joseph dearly, and I asked to meet
models of sanctity and mission,” said Toczek,
with Father Marcoe in January to ask what we
who has been an active member of St. Joseph
could do as a parish to honor St. Joseph. One of
Parish for 25 years. “They gave us the greatest
my suggestions was to put a flower on his altar
each week, and Father suggested a lily,” he said. gift, which is Jesus. I have many graces that I
have received through prayer, even graces every
Toczek arranged with a local florist to deliver
day.”
a new lily every Friday throughout the year. Not
Through the Consecration to St. Joseph and
only does the gesture honor the saint, it’s also
the
altar lilies, parishioners “are really seeing
part of an effort to benefit the greater community.
Parishioners are invited to offer a contribution for [St. Joseph] as more than just a placeholder in
a family,” Father Marcoe said. “There’s a lot of
depth and substance to him,
and that’s coming to light.
Bringing Christ to the World
“St. Joseph is somebody
who is really a man of faith
and a doer. When the going
got tough, he put his faith
into practice. When we look
at our parish, we see so
many wonderful ministries
and groups here that really
help embody the faith that we
possess and our experience
of worship, and we extend
that into parishioners’ lives
Dr. Edward and Patricia Heinle join hands in prayer during the
celebration of Mass.

More DANVILLE, page 13
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and have a Thanksgiving meal
with people,” Father Marcoe
– even elderly people who
said. “It’s interesting how
have no family around,” Toczek
many of them have said to me,
said. “Many of them are not
‘Father, I grew up Catholic,’
Catholic, so if you think of this
or ‘I used to go to church,’
outreach in terms of St. Joseph and you get to have that little
and the Holy Family – what
conversation with them. I don’t
would they have done? They
have any amazing conversion
would have fed the hungry
stories of anybody on the
and shown Christ to the world.
spot who said, ‘Can I go to
That’s what we’re doing with
Confession now?’ but they are
the Thanksgiving meal and
seed-planting conversations.
everything that we do here.”
“We’re showing them that this
This past Thanksgiving,
is a welcoming place,” he said.
the Knights and parishioners
Faithful and Steadfast
transitioned the in-person, sitSt. Joseph Parish in Danville
down meal to curbside delivery
was established in 1848,
as a safety measure against
approximately 45 years after
the spread of COVID-19. Still,
the first Catholics settled there.
the effort served as a way of
It was founded as a parish for
evangelizing and extending
Irish Catholics, who arrived in
hospitality and welcome to the
Danville in the late 1820s to
parish and thus to the Catholic
work the Pennsylvania Canal.
Church.
Father Joseph O’Keefe, a native
“I like to go to the
Thanksgiving dinner to serve,
More DANVILLE, page 14
but also to walk around and talk

and into the community,” Father
Marcoe said.
One example of community
outreach is the Kindness
Cupboard, where people in
need can pick up donated food
items.
“Our Kindness Cupboard
is associated with the school.
It’s a repository where people
can place food items, and
anybody in the community who
is in need can come and help
themselves,” Father Marcoe
explained. “There are so many
people who pass it in a given
day who need that assistance.”
The cupboard, situated along
the street between the church
and the school, is an enclosed
set of shelves. On any given
day, items can include cans of
soup and vegetables, jars of
sauce and boxes of pasta and
cereal.
Another
popular
volunteer effort
is the annual
Thanksgiving
meal. A ministry
of the Knights
of Columbus,
the meal is open
to anyone in
the community
who is in need
of a full holiday
dinner with all the
trimmings.
“I’m familiar
with a lot of very
needy families,
a lot of poor
families in the
area. I see how
much it means
Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates Holy Mass at the altar at St. Joseph Church in
to them to come
Danville, symbolically adorned for Lent.

DANVILLE, continued from 13
of Cork, Ireland, was named its first pastor.
Its first church was a wooden structure at the
corner of Pine and Center streets, but with some
2,000 parishioners on the registry by 1867, the
parish had quickly outgrown its original place of
worship. The current church was dedicated in
1869.
In the 1880s, two other Catholic congregations
in the Danville area – St. Hubert and St. James –
merged into St. Joseph’s.
St. Joseph Catholic School opened in 1890
in the original church structure, and moved to its
current site three years later. The present school
building was dedicated in 1961.
Today, the parish is home to approximately
1,050 families, including people who are native to
Danville and those who have moved to the town
to work at nearby Geisinger Medical Center.
“It’s a very wonderful blend of the local and the
transplant ends of the spectrum, and that brings a
lot of diversity to the parish,” Father Marcoe said.
“We also have a lot of young families. Our
parish school has become more robust over the
past several years. Even in the midst of COVID,
the parish school has been able to grow and
thrive, which is a testament to the leadership and
a great community that has received the school.
There is a lot of growth happening right now at
the parish,” he said.
Students at St. Joseph School enjoy regular
all-school Masses in the church, and Stations of
the Cross during Lent. They also welcome Father
Marcoe into their classrooms – an interaction that
forms an important foundation.
“Having that kind of familiarity really does pave
the way for forming a relationship to then talk to
them on a deeper level about faith and spirituality.
It’s been very rewarding,” Father Marcoe said.
“I go to the classrooms regularly to talk with the
children, and I just love the questions that they
have and engaging them in the subject matter
that they’re learning. It allows them to relate to
me in a completely different way, and they see
me as someone who also went to school at one
time.”
In this Year of St. Joseph, parishioners
have cause for celebration, specifically for
their faithfulness and steadfastness during the
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challenges brought on by the pandemic. As in
parishes across the Diocese, these efforts have
included a willingness to clean and sanitize after
Masses and meetings, to follow safety protocols
and to find new and safe ways to continue
worship and ministries.
“What I see with the parish is a resiliency to
keep moving forward. To so many of the faithful,
that one constant in their life is the faith….
Finding a way to practice their faith as close to
as what they’re used to has been a source of
comfort,” Father Marcoe said.
“They’ve stepped up in that regard and
that has been encouraging to me. There has
been a lot of extra work put on me as pastor,
so trying to figure ways to share the burden
where appropriate and asking for help has been
humbling and helpful all at the same time,” he
said. “There have been so many inconveniences,
but by and large people have just accepted it and
asked what we can do to move forward.”
He hopes parishioners – and all Catholics
– take away from this special year a deeper
understanding of the model that St. Joseph
provides.
“What is the role of St. Joseph in the average
Catholic’s life, regardless of whether they attend
a St. Joseph Parish or not? My image of family
life and of a spiritual family is that love multiplies.
The more people in the family, the more
opportunity there is for giving love and receiving
love. It’s the same thing with the Communion of
Saints,” he remarked.
“Growing in devotion to St. Joseph doesn’t
take away from the adoration and worship that
we give to God; it actually gives us an avenue to
really appreciate the marvels of God in someone
like St. Joseph, and seeing how much God cares
for us, as he cared for Jesus in giving Him his
earthly father. He gives us St. Joseph to be an
advocate and protector from heaven,” he said.
The year is also an opportunity to discover
the meaning of family and fatherhood in an
age where fatherhood is under attack or is
misunderstood.
“There are all these misunderstandings and
misappropriations of masculinity, and St. Joseph
is giving us a holy model to hold up and say, ‘This
is the goal; this is what God had in mind,’” he
said.
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St. Theresa Parish Celebrates St. Joseph with Traditional Table in His Honor

By Jennifer Burke
Special to The Witness
The Feast of St. Joseph, March 19, is
commemorated and celebrated in Italy in
general, and Sicily in particular, where St.
Joseph has been long-regarded as the island’s
patron saint. It is there, among Sicilians, that the
tradition of the “Tavola di San Giuseppe” or “St.
Joseph’s Table” has its origins.
During a time of severe drought and famine,
no rain fell on Medieval Sicily. Food crops for
both people and livestock withered and died.
The people prayed to St. Joseph for help.
When the clouds opened, the desperatelyneeded rain poured down, and there was
much rejoicing. After the harvest, to show their
gratitude, the people prepared a table with
special foods to honor St. Joseph and to share
with the poor. After thanking and honoring
the saint, they distributed the food to the less
fortunate.
In Sicily, Italy and other areas of the world
with Italian populations, this celebration became
an annual tradition. Each year, wealthy families
prepared huge buffets. The less fortunate
people of the community, especially the
homeless and sick, were invited, and all the
remaining food and proceeds were given to the
poor.
The tradition has remained throughout Italy,
and is also prevalent in Poland, Malta, Spain,
the Philippines, and, with the influx of Sicilian
immigrants to the U.S., here in our own country.
March 19 is also Father’s Day in Italy —
which isn’t at all surprising, as St. Joseph was
the foster father of Jesus. This celebration is
a symbolic “thank you” and a renewal of the
Sicilian people’s devotion to St. Joseph.
As part of their Year of St. Joseph
celebrations, St. Theresa Parish in New
Cumberland celebrated the Solemnity of
the saint on March 19 with their very first St.
Joseph’s Table. The four-tiered table was
adorned with flowers, candles, fruit, nuts, beans,
pasta and a wide variety of breads and pastries.
The display was crowned with a beautiful statue
of St. Joseph.

COURTESY OF ADALENE NOLL

Having a traditional feast where everyone
could eat from the table would have been ideal.
Instead, due to COVID precautions, the main
table was for display only, and a side table
with individually wrapped treats to take home
was enjoyed by the parishioners. Masked and
socially-distanced visitors helped themselves to
a variety of snacks, small breads, biscotti and
zeppole, Italian pastries that are traditionally
consumed during St. Joseph Day feasts.
One parishioner shared about her visit to
the celebration. “I stopped in with my 3 year
old (and 8 month old) grandkids today and we
heard a wonderful story about famine, feast and
prayer. Thank you for making her day and mine.
The treats were a big hit, too.”
In the spirit of the tradition of the St. Joseph
Table, all remaining food was donated to the
Silence of Mary Home.
(Jennifer Burke is a member of St. Theresa
Parish in New Cumberland.)
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Fueled by Possibility, Bishop McDevitt Swims Away
with First-Ever State Championship after Final Relay

By Jen Reed
District 3 title a few weeks ago.
The Catholic Witness
“I don’t believe we were thinking we’d win
Bishop McDevitt’s 400-yard relay swimmers
states,” said senior Will Brobson, who joined
were cool and calm when they jumped into the
Hemingway, Haskins and Lucas Hancock in
pool for their final swim in the PIAA 2A Boys’
earning gold in the 200 medley relay. That team
State Championships.
swam a 1:34.92, a school record. “We never
A very
really
real shot at
thought
team gold
heavily
was on the
on the
line, and the
possibility of
400-relay
winning. We
team of
understood
Patrick
that we had
Hemingway,
depth and
John
there was a
Haskins,
possibility,
Lucas
but we’d
Hancock
have to do
and Isaac
a lot better
Hancock
than where
knew what
we were
they had to
initially
JEN
REED,
THE
CATHOLIC
WITNESS
do to secure
seeded and
Bishop McDevitt’s 200 medley relay team display their PIAA 2A Boys’
it.
projected to
Swimming gold medals. From left are sophomores Lucas Hancock
“I told the
be.”
and John Haskins, and seniors Will Brobson and Patrick Hemingway.
guys we
“Coming
needed a
in this year,
3:11 to win it
we had
all,” said Hemingway, a four-year swimmer for the graduated a few seniors. I was actually a little bit
Crusaders.
worried because we graduated so many seniors,
They finished second in their heat with a
especially three who had really scored a lot of
3:12.77, a fast enough time to secure the
points for us,” Hemingway agreed.
program’s first ever team gold, topping the
But where there’s a will, there’s a way.
leaderboard with 142.5 points at states, held
They started off the day with a win in the
March 19 at Cumberland Valley High School in
medley relay, on the backs of Hemingway,
Mechanicsburg.
Brobson, Haskins and Lucas Hancock. But as the
“What McDevitt had going was a lot of depth
day went on and without a number of individual
in relays. We all contributed quite a bit, the entire swims, McDevitt lost some points on the leader
team, just because of the relays, and that’s how
board.
we ultimately won states,” said Hemingway,
“We didn’t really start keeping track of the
who has committed to swim for Villanova. “We
points until halfway through the meet,” said
qualified a relay in each one, and I know quite a
Brobson. “We never were too focused; we were
few teams weren’t able to do that.”
More SWIMMING
Winning the state team title wasn’t a given for
page 17
the Crusaders, who won their fourth consecutive
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SWIMMING
continued from 16
there to have a good time and were just glad to
be in the water. After our 200 free relay went, and
Patrick swam his 50 free, we started to realize we
had a shot. Towards the back end of the meet,
we started crunching numbers and figuring out
what we had to do.”
Head coach Kurt Sprowls told them they had a
very real chance.
“Coach said we could actually do this if we
placed high in the relay. I think he was more
excited than we were,” said Lucas Hancock.
And maybe that was a good thing, as the
Crusaders went about doing what needed to be
done.
“I don’t think the mood changed. I think it
evolved into something that was more exciting,
but we never got too serious. We tried to stay as
calm as possible,” Brobson said.
That was a little difficult for Brobson, who
had to watch from the sidelines as his 400-free
teammates swam the relay that would be the
deciding factor for the Crusaders.
“It was very nerve-wracking to watch and wait,
and see the times that were posted,” he said.
Entering their final swim, the Crusaders were
in second place behind Riverside, which had held
the lead for most of the day. Bishop McDevitt
posted a time of 3:12.77, and waited.
“We knew it was a solid time, but we weren’t
sure it was going to win it,” said Hemingway.
“When we were talking with Coach, we realized
that as long as we beat Riverside, who swam
in the last heat, we would win the whole meet.
When they ended up getting third, we knew that
we had won it all.”
Riverside earned silver in states, with 137
points to McDevitt’s 142.5.
Also contributing to overall team points were
the 200 free relay team of Isaac and Lucas
Hancock, Luke Madden and Matt Mata (tied for
sixth); Hemingway’s 50 free and 100 backstroke
(placing third and fourth, respectively); and
Brobson’s 100 breaststroke (seventh place).
“I love being a part of this team; it feels like a
family to me,” Hemingway said.
They formed some pretty strong bonds this
season, particularly because of COVID-19. The

team quarantined for three weeks before states
to make sure no one contracted the virus.
“Everyone said how COVID has made this
year worse, but in my opinion, it has made it
better in a way with athletics. I’ve gotten much
closer to the swim team than I ever thought I
would have. We were swimming and seeing just
each other,” said Brobson, who is still waiting to
make his college commitment. So far, he’s been
in talks with Dickinson and Gettysburg.
Practices this year forged team bonds, too.
The Crusaders practice at Central Penn Aquatics,
where the pool water is a therapeutic 85 degrees
and they are limited to five lanes with a restricted
number of swimmers per lane – a challenge
for team practices, to say the least. In an effort
to help facilitate fuller practices, several of the
swimmers purchased pool memberships to swim
in adjacent lanes with their teammates.
“We’ve been looked at as the underdogs for
quite a long time, and now other teams will be
looking at us a little more,” Hemingway said.
“Going forward, I think the underclassmen will
step up and they certainly have a lot of potential.”
They are ready, and the rising juniors are
already talking about their freshmen teammates’
potential.
“Winning the state title definitely does help
bring a lot of freshmen in to the program here,
and it gets us noticed,” Haskins said. “The
freshman we had this year on the 200 free relay,
Luke Madden, he hasn’t swam three years and
he split a 22:63. That will give him hope of getting
back into it.”
“My brother Isaac was on the 400-yard relay
with me, John and Patrick, and split a 49:00, and
was so excited,” Lucas Hancock said. “He wants
to keep excelling, so I think we’re going to draw a
lot more swimmers for next year.”
Summing up their successful season, the
Crusaders say they couldn’t have found their
success without their coaches.
“They deserve a lot of credit; Coach Sprowls,
all of them,” Brobson remarked. “Our assistant
coaches have shown their dedication and support
to us and the program. We wouldn’t have the
team we do now without them. They motivated us
and pushed us to be where we are today.”
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A Near-Prophetic Beatitude for Today’s Times
months
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC board to teach her sixth-grade
went by and
The Catholic Witness
class math through Google
the level
When the pandemic first
Classroom.
of people
began, there were, all across
I think of these individuals
seeking
the world, individuals who
as I continue my series on
tests
stood up and continued to work
the Beatitudes for the Modern
dwindled,
despite the reality that they
Day that Pope Francis gave
she
might not only catch COVID, but us back in 2016. The one I
returned to
also die from it. We watched as
would like to turn my attention
her normal
bus drivers, subway workers,
to is, “Blessed are those who
respon“Thoughts from a
grocery store clerks and health
renounce their own comfort in
sibilities.
I
Catholic
Evangelist”
care workers sacrificed their
order to help others.” I continue
asked her,
safety and the safety of their
to be amazed over the fact
“Where did you get the strength
families so that others could live that these Beatitudes, penned
to put your life on the line for
a bit more comfortably. Some of several years ago, are almost
people who didn’t even know
them gave the ultimate sacrifice prophetic in their perception of
for their bravery; they contracted what is going on today. So many you?” Humbly, she looked at her
feet and then whispered, “When
the virus and succumbed to it. I
“common folk” sacrifice on a
the pandemic started and we all
also want to salute the teachers daily basis for the wellbeing of
locked down, I realized that the
who, at a moment’s notice,
others – including you and me. I
Word of God became Man. He
began teaching virtually without
think that one of the graces I’ve
became one of us, not only to
skipping a beat. I know of one
found during COVID is actually
teach us about the amazing love
teacher who used the side of
appreciating all the hidden acts
of the Father, but also to save
her washing machine as a white of kindness that happen on a
us on the cross. Jesus was born
daily basis
to die. What an example! As a
right under my
Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
nurse, I was born to give people
nose!
Catholic Women’s
hope that life does not end, that
When the
there is a reason for all of this!
95th Annual Convention
pandemic
God can make this time into an
held virtually and free to attend
was new, I
amazing moment of conversion.
Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. knew a nurse
All we have to do is believe that
who worked
He is in charge! Yes, tough
“Rejoice and Be Thankful”
in the COVID
stuff. But, possible!”
Keynote Speaker: Sarah Christmyer
testing tents.
At that very moment she
Every day, she
Author and adjunct faculty member at
became a superhero to me as
would gownSt. Charles Borromeo Seminary
the tears trickled down my face.
up in Personal
Blessed are those who
Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer
Protection
renounce their own comfort in
Equipment.
Workshops on forgiveness, listening
order to help others! This is the
She took
and faith-based exercise
tough stuff of what holiness is
tests of some
all about! This is the example
The convention is free to attend
very, very sick
of so many unknown people.
Visit www.hdccw.webs.com for more
people. Some
Next time you see someone
information and a registration form.
were later
doing something for someone,
admitted to
RSVP by April 9.
say “Thanks!” By saying that
the ICU and
to them, you are showing
lost the fight
Contact Diane Roskos for more information:
your gratitude to Jesus, who
against the
HDCCWconvention@gmail.com
sacrificed everything for us! How
virus. After
717-991-1605
grateful we all should forever be!
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by their parishes. Please remember in
your prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
James Ball
Geraldine Wade
Carol Ann Stathas
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Gertrude Cecelia Scholl
Francis Joseph Funk
Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus:
Gabriel J. Camplese, Jr.
John Daniel Horwhat
Jacob “Jack” Molitoris
Bernard Hugh Petrina
Rose M. Griffin
Bernard M. Mihalik
Julie F. Dunn

St. Catherine Labouré:
Patricia Matjesic
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Andrea Jablonski
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Leona M. Dallago

New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Catherine T. Potter
Jeanne S. Wojtysiak
Shamokin
Mother Cabrini:
Barry Fireck
Frank Hogarty
Catherine Kapturoski

Nickolene Knovich
Alfred Krushinski
Kevin Malukas
Carl Santor
Anthony J. Varano
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Frances Hanich

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following clergy who died in March in the past 25 years:
Franciscan Father Gerald Kedziora,
2002
Bishop Nicholas C. Dattilo, 2004
Conventual Franciscan Father
Robert Grzybowski, 2007
Deacon J. Leo Dunn, 2007
Father Lawrence Gross, 2009

Father John Greaney, 2009
Father David Hillier, 2014
Msgr. Thomas Kujovsky, 2015
Father David T. McAndrew, 2018
Father Louis Petruha, OFM Cap.,
2019

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Retreats &
Pilgrimages

The Beginning Experience
Team for the Harrisburg
Diocese will hold a Beginning
Experience Weekend April
16-18 at Camp Kirchenwald
in Lebanon. The weekends are
an approved program designed
for those suffering the loss of a
spouse through death, divorce or
separation. Hundreds of persons
have been helped to move
towards successful, productive,
happy lives by attending one of
these weekends. The weekend is
led by persons who have lost a
spouse through death or divorce
and are trained in facilitating
a weekend. Each Beginning
Experience Team is certified
by the International Beginning
Experience Organization.
Beginning Experience is your
Church at work to provide help,
healing and spiritual restoration.
Check the Harrisburg Diocesan
website, www.hbgdiocese.
org and visit “marriage
and family,” or go to www.
beginningexperience.org.
Information can also be obtained
by contacting the Harrisburg
Beginning Experience Team at
717-379-0800 or jpennat_58@
comcast.net. Masks and social
distancing will be required.
Temperatures will be taken on
arrival. Anyone sick will have
to leave the weekend. Private
rooms, hand sanitizer, masks,
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and blood, became luminous
or appeared with images. The
exhibit will be available for
viewing in the Parish Center
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day
from April 4-11.
Women of Grace,
Education &
upcoming studies and events:
Enrichment
“St. Joseph and His World
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Webinar” with Mike Aquilana,
Council of Catholic Women
Tuesday, April 13. Webinar
will host their 95th annual
is free, with book study led
Convention, April 17
by Susan Brinkmann, OCDS.
from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in a
Visit www.womenofgrace.
virtual format. All women
com. Fall study of the
of the Diocese are invited
“Queen of Militants.” For
to participate. The theme is
more Information, contact
“Rejoice and Be Thankful.”
Chris Arnold at carnold@
Bishop Ronald Gainer
womenofgrace.com or 717will celebrate the Mass. Keynote 379-6041.
speaker, Sarah Christmyer, is the
Events &
author of “Becoming Women
Fundraisers
of the World: How to Answer
Seven Sorrows BVM
God’s Call with Purpose and
Catholic School in
Joy” and founding editor of “The Middletown will launch the
Great Adventure Catholic Bible school’s outdoor Nature
Study Program.” There will be
Lab on Earth Day, April 22.
three workshops and a closing
This hands-on classroom,
prayer service. Find details and envisioned by principal
register at https://hdccw.webs.
Rebecca Harvey, in partnership
com. Registration is requested
with landscape designer Kevin
by April 9. Contact Diane
Boustead of Stauffers of Kissel
Roskos at HDCCWconvention@ Hill, enhances SSBVM’s early
gmail.com 717-991-1605 with
elementary curriculum. The
questions.
public is welcome to take part
The Vatican International
in the SSBVM Nature Lab
Exhibit of Eucharistic Miracles ribbon-cutting ceremony on
of the World, hosted at
Thursday, April 22nd, 2021 at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
9:00 AM, 360 E. Water Street,
in Cornwall, April 4-11. This
Middletown, PA 17057.
photographic exhibit tells the
The Harrisburg Diocesan
stories of 153 Church-approved Council of Catholic Women
Eucharistic Miracles, displaying is seeking applicants for
the events where the presence of its scholarship award. The
Jesus in the Eucharist has been
More NOTEBOOK, page 21
made physically present in flesh
gloves will be available. Number
of people to attend the weekend
will be limited due to COVID
regulations. This program could
be cancelled pending changing
pandemic circumstances.
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NOTEBOOK, from 20

council’s scholarship committee
will award a $1,000 scholarship
to a Catholic senior high school
girl for the freshman year 20212022 at an accredited college,
university or trade school.
Applicants must be sponsored
by a mother, grandmother or
guardian who is a member of
a Parish Council of Catholic
Women. The applicant and
her sponsor must be residents
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Applications are available from
parish Council of Catholic
Women presidents. More
information and applications can
also be obtained by contacting
Joyce Scott, Scholarship Chair,
at 717-737-0927 or joynbob10@
aol.com. The application
deadline is May 1, 2021.

and days flexible. Interested
candidates should reach out to
Principal Antoinette Oliverio
at aoliverio@spscarlisle.org
or visit www.spscarlisle.org
and look under “About us” for
employment information.

The Diocese of Harrisburg
Catholic Schools Department
has announced Principal
Openings for the 2021-2022
school year: Our Mother of
Perpetual Help in Ephrata
(www.omphschool.com);
St. Joseph, Hanover (www.
sjshanover.org); and St. John
the Baptist in New Freedom
(www.stjnschool.org). Minimum
qualifications: Practicing,
knowledgeable Catholic;
thorough understanding of
Catholic School Philosophy;
commitment to modeling the
values of Catholic Educational
Job Openings
Leadership; PA Administrators
Certificate (or in process);
St. Patrick School in
Catechetical Certification
Carlisle has several staff and
(or in process) and 5 years
faculty openings the 2021teaching experience. For
2022 school year. The school,
more information, see the
with students from PreK3 to
employment listings on the
eighth grade, is looking to fill
Diocese of Harrisburg’s
the following positions: fullwebsite: www.hbgdiocese.
time early childhood teacher
org. Send résumé and letter
(certified for K-3); full-time
of interest by March 31, 2021
middle school (6-8) religion
to: Ann Everest, Department
teacher; full-time middle school
of Education; Diocese of
(6-8) science teacher; music
Harrisburg; 4800 Union Deposit
instructor, which may be fullRoad; Harrisburg, PA 17111time or part-time depending on
3710 or by e-mail: aeverest@
the applicant’s experience; parthbgdiocese.org.
time nurse (Monday-Friday from
St. Francis Xavier Parish
9 a.m.-2 p.m.; hours flexible);
in Gettysburg is seeking
part-time middle school (6a part-time Director of
8) math teacher, a few hours
Communications. This role
daily; part-time librarian, hours

is a member of the parish
staff that works with the
pastor and staff to utilize all
communication tools at the
parish’s disposal in order to
promote the overall mission
of the parish and encourage
engagement and tithing among
the parish family. The Director
of Communications would be a
de facto member of the Parish
Finance Council and Parish
Pastoral Council. Full job
description at www.stfxcc.org/
apply.
St. Francis Xavier Parish
in Gettysburg is seeking
a part-time Director of
Evangelization. This role is a
member of the parish staff who
gives direction to evangelization
efforts in the parish community.
These efforts attend to the
active community (particularly
young adults and youth), to
inactive Catholics, and to the
unchurched. Therefore, this
involves renewal and formation
ministries within the parish,
and outreach and welcome to
those not active or connected
with the Church. The Director
of Evangelization aims to
foster conversation and growth
in discipleship among the
faithful, to develop a welcoming
community, to animate and
equip parishioners to evangelize,
and to accompany seekers or
returning Catholics. Read the
full job description at www.
stfxcc.org/apply.

