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Do We Want to Get Back to Normal, or Does Lent Call Us
to Something to Deeper, Bishop Asks on Ash Wednesday

By Jen Reed
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seeking the Lord in prayer, in service by giving
world?”
alms, and in sacrifice through fasting. It is a time
“Do we need Lent this year?” he asked.
of repentance and renewal of our faith in Christ.
It’s a stark yet admittedly honest question, but
one that has a rapid and firm answer: Yes.
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Roman Missal Correction Omitting the Word ‘One’
before ‘God, For Ever and Ever’ Takes Effect
By Jen Reed
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship
The Catholic Witness
said Cardinal Sarah had observed that “there is
Mass-goers on Ash Wednesday might have
no mention of ‘one’ in the Latin, and ‘Deus’ in the
detected a change in the wording during The
Latin text refers to Christ.”
Collect, the short prayer the priest says prior to
“The Cardinal Prefect has pointed out the
the First Reading.
importance of
If your discerning
affirming this
ear heard the priest
Christological truth
say “God, for ever
amid the religious
and ever,” instead of
pluralism of today’s
“One God, for ever
world,” the note said.
and ever,” it’s not
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17. The change
to read that the use
omits the word “one” before “God.”
of the word “one” in the Collects “risks suggesting
The change comes after a letter sent in
that Jesus became a god independent of the
May 2020 to English-speaking Conferences of
Blessed Trinity and is one god among many ...
Bishops by Robert Cardinal Sarah, prefect of the what we pray needs to express what the Church
Congregation for Divine Worship, addressing a
believes, requiring that, in liturgical formulae, we
concern about the English translation. The letter
uphold the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity.”
specifically addresses the concluding doxology
The note also explains that there is no need
of the Collects in the Missal, which also appear in to purchase a new Missal to reflect the change,
other liturgical books.
and that publishers have been informed of it, so
Up until now, the Latin words “Deus, per omnia that new editions or reprints will reflect the new
sæcula sæculorum” had been translated in
translation. It said celebrants can “simply omit the
English as “one God, for ever and ever”.
word ‘one’ when offering the prayer.”
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repentance.
A man receives ashes from Father Joshua Brommer,
contact during the COVID-19
The
pastor of the Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick.

February 18, 2021 • The Catholic WITNESS- 4
ASH WEDNESDAY
continued from 3

A man is seen in prayer prior to the start of Mass
at St. Patrick Cathedral on Ash Wednesday.

A Walk to Jerusalem:
Spiritual and Physical
Exercise Program
Sponsored by the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women

Journey begins Ash Wednesday
The virtual Walk to Jerusalem permits
pilgrims to join at any time and to
individually choose their exercise,
whether physical or spiritual.
Visit hdccw.webs.com to learn more
about the program and to register.

Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@
hbgdiocese.org

to take advantage of opportunities for prayer,
fasting and almsgiving.
“We should not want to just get back to
normal in our spiritual lives,” he said. “We want
it to be greater, richer, deeper, fuller. Those
are the graces that Lent offers to us through
those traditional works of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving.”
“Very often, we know what needs to be
changed. We might know how we need to change
and what to do to change ourselves, but we say,
‘Someday,’” he remarked. “But Ash Wednesday
has those words ringing in our ears: Now is the
very acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation.”
Find resources for your Lenten journey online
at www.hbgdiocese.org/lent.

Mary’s Way of the Cross

with the Council of Catholic Women
Join the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
in praying Mary’s Way of the
Cross, each Wednesday during
Lent at 7 p.m., beginning on
Ash Wednesday.
In these Stations, we will
see and feel, through Mary’s
perspective, what Jesus
experienced on the way to
Calvary.
Send an e-mail to hbghdccw1921@gmail.com
for information on how to connect to this weekly
prayer via Zoom or by phone.
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,
llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda
Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a
manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de la
iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Diocese of Greensburg Welcomes New Bishop

MARY SEAMANS, THE CATHOLIC ACCENT

Bishop Larry J. Kulick takes his place at the cathedra as the sixth
Bishop of the Diocese of Greenburg on Feb. 11.
By Paul Paterra
Special to The Witness
The relatively small crowd
inside Blessed Sacrament
Cathedral in Greensburg,
Pa., erupted with applause on
Feb. 11, after newly ordained
Bishop Larry J. Kulick was
ordained and installed. Despite
COVID-19, the faithful of
the Diocese of Greensburg
celebrated the much-anticipated
event. Thousands watched the
live stream and left hundreds
of comments wishing him
blessings.
During his remarks, Bishop
Kulick recalled the very moment
in his life that ultimately lead
to his Episcopal Ordination:
becoming an altar server at the
age of 9 at St. Martha’s Parish
in Leechburg.
“Serving at the altar brought
me great joy, it fostered
a wonderful prayer and
devotional life, it placed me in

many opportunities to see the
important spiritual needs of
people and the solace that they
received in and through the
Church and her sacraments,”
Bishop Kulick said. “It taught
me discipline and respect, and
most importantly, it taught me
that discipleship was intrinsically
tied to service. And that it takes
family, Church and community
working well together to
respond to God’s invitation to
serve.”
God’s invitation now includes
Bishop Kulick as the chief
shepherd of the Diocese of
Greensburg. He is the first
priest ordained in the diocese to
serve as its bishop.
His Excellency, The Most
Reverend Nelson Jesus Pérez,
D.D., Metropolitan Archbishop
of Philadelphia, served as
Principal Consecrator. His
Excellency, The Most Reverend
Edward Charles Malesic, J.C.L.,

Bishop of Cleveland, and His
Excellency, The Most Reverend
Lawrence Eugene Brandt,
J.C.D., Ph.D., Bishop Emeritus
of Greensburg, served as Coconsecrators.
“This all started with me,”
said Archbishop Perez,
referring to the chain of
events that led to Bishop
Kulick’s ordination. Archbishop
Perez was the Bishop of the
Diocese of Cleveland before
being appointed to lead the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
his hometown. Bishop Malesic
followed Archbishop Perez
and became the 12th Bishop
of the Diocese of Cleveland in
September. The Greensburg
vacancy is now filled with
Bishop Kulick’s ordination and
installation.
“We are all bishops of the
Church, shepherds chosen
by God to feed his flock,”
Archbishop Perez said.
Archbishop Perez recognized
Bishop Kulick’s parents – Larry
and Myrna Kulick – as he
presented the homily.
“Little did you know when he
was running around the house
doing who knows what – that
that little kid would become
the Bishop of the Diocese of
Greensburg,” Archbishop Perez
said.
The celebration took place in
the presence of His Excellency,
The Most Reverend Archbishop
Christophe Pierre Titular
Archbishop of Gunela, Apostolic
Nuncio to the United States.
He presented the Papal Bull
More BISHOP KULICK
page 6
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attendance at the Mass was limited to Bishop
Kulick’s immediate family and a small number of
from his Holiness, Pope Francis, announcing the clergy and members of the Diocesan leadership
team. Family members in attendance included
appointment of Bishop-elect Kulick.
the bishop’s parents, his aunt and uncle, Anthony
“The Holy Father has chosen you to be an
and Donna Krasowski, and his sisters and
instrument, he’s asking you to be an organ of
brother, Lisa Blake, Lori O’Shea and Erik Kulick.
Christ, the Good Shepherd,” Archbishop Pierre
The episcopal ordination and installation
said. “A shepherd dedicates himself not 50 or
was telecast on The Eternal Word Television
60 percent, but in all he has. Unless a shepherd
Network (EWTN) and live streamed on the
risks, he does not find. He has to take the risk
diocesan website, www.dioceseofgreensburg.org,
demanded by love, the love of those He has
Facebook page and YouTube channel.
placed in your call.”
Bishop Kulick spoke often of being humbled at
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the honor bestowed upon
him.
“(I) do not take this
responsibility lightly or
Virtual Conference for Men
without the full knowledge
that in order to accomplish
this I need God’s grace and
your assistance,” Bishop
Kulick said. “I look forward
to our time together and
beginning my episcopal
ministry in the wonderful
four counties of our beloved
Diocese which we know so
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL
Dr. William Donohue
Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ, PhD
well.”
Bishop of Harrisburg
President, The Catholic League
President, The Magis Center
Bishop Kulick has
chosen as his motto,
“Christus Est Veritas,”
Christ is the Truth. He
chose it to emphasize the
importance of catechesis
and evangelization and
the fact that eternal truth
comes from Jesus Christ.
Fr. Frederick L. Miller, STD
Fr. John Szada, PhD
Mr. Tony Devlin
Archdiocese of Newark
Exorcist, Diocese of Harrisburg
Army Investigator & Analyst
It is from that motto that
Bishop Kulick closed his
8:30am Online Platform Opens
remarks.
“Christ is the Truth. Let
9:00am Opening Remarks
The Harrisburg Diocesan Men’s Conference will be virtual
us seek the truth, know the
this year. All those who register will receive a link to join the
truth and love the truth,”
conference live, as well as a recording of the event.
Bishop Kulick said.
(Article and photo
Register at:
per
reprinted
with permission
www.hbgdiocese.org/event/mens-conference
person
from The Catholic Accent,
the publication of the
Presented by the Office of Evangelization & Catechesis for the Diocese of Harrisburg
Diocese of Greensburg.)

Catholic Men: Defenders of the Faith

MARCH

20th
2021

$10
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Inaugural Class Receives Certification as Spiritual Directors

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Nine men and women who
completed the Diocese’s
formation program for spiritual
directors are now certified to
serve in the ministry of guiding
Catholics in their spirituality.
Bishop Ronald Gainer
celebrated holy Mass for
the new spiritual guides and
presented their certificates on
Feb. 6 at the Diocesan Center
in Harrisburg.
A spiritual director is a person
who accompanies individuals
on their journey toward union
with God. In individual sessions,
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
spiritual directors help guide
The Diocese’s new spiritual directors gather for a photo with
their fellow brothers and sisters
Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father Stephen Kelley, chaplain,
into a deeper relationship with
following their Commencement Mass. On the white board are three
God and his will for their lives.
members of the class who joined remotely for the Commencement
The Diocese began its
Mass at the Diocesan Center on Feb. 6.
inaugural Formation for the
Ministry of Spiritual Direction
three years ago in response to
that relationship and learn how
the growing number of requests to grow closer to Him,” said
among the faithful for guidance
Pam Gent, a graduate of the
Inaugural Class of
in the spiritual life.
first class. “A spiritual director
The nine men and women
Spiritual Directors
walks with you along that way,
who recently completed the
and helps you to discern where
Ann Marie Waters
formation program are now
God is leading you, or what
certified in the ministry: Ann
Chris Wood
obstacles might be in the way
Marie Waters, Chris Wood,
of your relationship with Him,
Kathy Perry
Kathy Perry, Melissa Arc,
so that you can grow closer to
Michelle Peterson, Michael
God.”
Melissa Arc
Ciccocioppo, Pam Gent, Rosy
A member of St. Patrick
Michelle Peterson
Gonzalez and Tanya Janoski.
Parish in Carlisle and a youth
A subsequent group of 18 is
minister and teacher at Corpus
Michael Ciccocioppo
underway with the Diocese’s
Christi Parish and School in
second formation class that
Pam Gent
Chambersburg, Gent said
began last month.
“anybody who has the desire
Rosy Gonzalez
“A lot of people are looking
in their heart to deepen their
for ways to deepen their
Tanya Janoski
spiritual life” can benefit from
spirituality to get closer to
God, and to live that more
More SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
in their daily lives. Spiritual
page 8
direction is a way to continue
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spiritual direction.
Spiritual direction is not
counseling. While it can include
discussion about relationships
and struggles in life, spiritual
direction focuses on discovering
God working in day-to-day life.
Spiritual direction doesn’t focus
on problem-solving, but rather
on a person’s relationship with
God.
Spiritual directors are
listeners, and serve as a
compassionate presence. They
listen, offer observations, pray
with the individual, and offer
suggestions that help guide a
person along the path on which
God is leading them.
Gent said she encourages
people to be open to the Holy
Spirit in considering the benefits
of spiritual direction.
“Even if you don’t know if
God is calling you to spiritual
direction, try it out. You can
always decide it’s not for you,
but it’s always good to get
closer to God and the Holy
Spirit – you can never go wrong
with that,” she said. “Follow
God’s will, and see where it
leads you.”
“It doesn’t change the things
that go on in your life, but it
changes how you perceive
them, and what you get
from them. Through spiritual
direction, you learn how to
deal with things that happen,
and see them in a different
perspective,” she explained.
Formation
The Diocese’s Formation
for the Ministry of Spiritual
Direction is a three-year

program designed for
adults experienced
in the spiritual life
who are seeking to
discern the call and
to deepen “the gifts
of wisdom, faith, and
discernment” (CCC
2690) given by the
Spirit for this ministry,
as well as the
necessary qualities,
presence and
interpersonal skills.
The program
consists of prayerful
accompaniment,
personal reflection,
contemplation,
a curriculum of
Three spiritual directors join remotely
extensive reading
as the Mass is streamed for them from
on prayer and the
the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg.
spiritual life, and
writing reflections.
in your daily life,” said Gent.
Monthly meetings
“There is a lot of reading, which
via Zoom and at the Diocesan
I found beneficial. It’s been a
Center include prayer,
discussion of assigned readings rigorous process, but I would
and practice of necessary skills. do it all over again. To have the
support of Sister Geralyn and
The program was developed
Carol has been wonderful, and
by Sister Geralyn Schmidt,
they are great models for us.
SCC, Formation to the Ministry
The program has been such a
of Spiritual Direction; and
grace.”
Carol Morel, BODV, MACM,
Having been the recipient
spiritual director; in consultation
of spiritual direction for many
with Ryan Bolster, Diocesan
years, Gent felt called to serve
Director of Adult Education
as a spiritual director herself.
and Catechist Formation. The
“Through the formation process,
formation team also brought
together an Advisory Formation I learned how to help other
people, but most of all, my own
Board consisting of clergy and
spirituality grew, and that was
laity. A priest of the Diocese,
probably the biggest benefit of
Father Stephen Kelley,
the whole program,” she said.
functions as the chaplain for all
“I learned so much more about
those involved in the program.
God and the Holy Spirit and fell
“It really is a great program.
in love with them again.”
A lot of it involves practices,
getting used to keeping habits,
More SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
and developing a prayer life
page 9
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A Ministry of Accompaniment
In his homily during the Mass he concelebrated
with Father Kelley on Feb. 6 on the occasion of
their completion of the program, Bishop Gainer
thanked the spiritual guides for being “the first
group, the pioneers in this very special and
much-needed ministry.”
Just as Jesus sends the apostles in groups
of two so they can accompany one another
as they teach, preach and heal the sick, “your
ministry is certainly one of accompaniment, to
walk with another and help them discover things
about themselves and what God is doing in their
everyday lives,” the bishop said.
“By your listening and gentle direction, our
brothers and sisters will come closer to our
Savior, Jesus,” he said.
Bishop Gainer encouraged the spiritual
directors to consider each meeting and each

period of direction as a Sabbath.
“I’d like you to think that when you sit down
with a brother or a sister who seeks you out,
you’re entering into a Sabbath with that person,”
he said. “Whatever day of the week it might be,
it is a time to rest, to be still, to enter into God’s
peace, and to help that person discern what God
is doing in their everyday lives.”
He concluded the homily with a blessing, taken
from the ending of the day’s First Reading, from
Hebrews, Chapter 13:
“May the God of peace, who brought up from
the dead the great shepherd of the sheep by the
blood of the eternal covenant, furnish you with
all that is good, that you may do his will. May he
carry out in you what is pleasing to him through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.”
(For more information on spiritual direction and
how to connect with a spiritual director, contact
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC, at SrGSchmidt@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 254.)

Deacon Tyler Mentzer,
a native of St. Ignatius
Parish in Buchanan
Valley, was ordained a
Transitional Deacon for
the Marian Fathers of the
Immaculate Conception
on Jan. 2 at the National
Shrine of the Basilica
of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington
D.C. He is continuing his
studies at the Dominican
House of Studies in
Washington, preparing for
ordination to the priesthood
sometime this summer or
early fall.
From left in the
submitted photo are: Very
Rev. Kazimierz Chwałek, MIC, Provincial Superior of the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate
Conception; Rev. Brother Tyler Mentzer, MIC; Most Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr., Auxiliary Bishop
of Washington; Most Rev. Timothy P. Broglio, JCD, Archbishop for the Military Services, USA;
and Rev. Brother Matthew Tomeny, MIC, also a newly-ordained deacon.
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DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

February 2021
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
One year ago, on February 19, 2020, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg (RCDH) filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. While the Covid-19 pandemic has delayed the proceedings, we
have continued to work in earnest with the Federal bankruptcy court and interested parties. As a step in
this process, on February 8 and 9, the RCDH, our present and historical insurance providers, and the
survivors of abuse (individually or through a committee representing their interests) met for the first
mediation. This mediation process is an effort to work together to reach a consensual resolution
regarding the survivor claims against the RCDH.
At this time, there is little I can say as the mediation discussions are confidential. However, I am
able to report that progress was made between the involved parties and that all parties intend to continue
negotiations and mediation, to reach a consensual resolution that will acknowledge the harm suffered
and provide for meaningful and fair compensation for survivors.
As was explained at the beginning of this process, filing for reorganization was the only option
to right our financial situation, especially after the significant legal and investigative costs we incurred
due to the Grand Jury Subpoena and years of declining revenues. I have full confidence that at the
conclusion of this process, our Diocese will have a much stronger foundation to build, and rebuild, upon.
I also wish to take this opportunity to address our annual financial audit. Typically at this time of
year, we would publish the results of this annual financial audit in The Catholic Witness and on our
Diocesan website. Due to the ongoing bankruptcy process, we are unable to release financial statements
for the fiscal year end June 30, 2020 until this process is complete. We do provide regular financial
updates to the bankruptcy court and all documents related to this process can be found online at
https://dm.epiq11.com/case/rcdh/info.
We still have several months of reorganization efforts ahead of us. As this process continues, I
encourage you to visit www.hbgdiocese.org/reorganization-information for the most up-to-date
information.
I humbly ask for your prayers for our Diocese as we continue this process. May God grant us
every grace needed during this difficult time. May Mary, Mother of the Church and our Mother,
intercede with Her Son to be our strength and support.
Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
Bishop of Harrisburg
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febrero 2021
Mis queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,
Hace un año, el 19 de febrero de 2020, la Diócesis Católica Romana de Harrisburg (RCDH)
solicitó la protección por bancarrota del Capítulo 11. Mientras la pandemia de Covid-19 ha retrasado los
procedimientos, hemos continuado trabajando seriamente con el tribunal federal de quiebras y con las
partes interesadas. Como paso en este proceso, el 8 y 9 de febrero, el RCDH, nuestros proveedores de
seguros actuales e históricos y los sobrevivientes de abuso (individualmente o mediante un comité que
represente sus intereses) se reunieron para la primera mediación. Este proceso de mediación es un
esfuerzo para trabajar juntos para llegar a una resolución consensuada con respecto a los reclamos de
sobrevivientes contra el RCDH.
En este momento, hay poco que puedo decir ya que las discusiones de mediación son
confidenciales. Sin embargo, puedo informarles que se logró un progreso entre las partes involucradas y
que todas las partes tienen la intención de continuar las negociaciones y la mediación, para llegar a una
resolución consensuada que reconozca el daño sufrido y proporcione una compensación justa y
significativa para los sobrevivientes.
Como se explicó al comienzo de este proceso, la solicitud de reorganización fue la única opción
para corregir nuestra situación financiera, especialmente después de los importantes costos legales y de
investigación en los que incurrimos debido a la citación judicial del Gran Jurado y años de disminución
de ingresos. Estoy seguro de que, una vez completado este proceso, nuestra Diócesis tendrá una
fundación mucho más sólida sobre la cual construir y reconstruir.
También deseo aprovechar esta oportunidad para abordar nuestra auditoría financiera anual.
Usualmente, en esta época del año, publicaríamos los resultados de esta auditoría financiera anual en
“The Catholic Witness” y en nuestro sitio web diocesano. Debido al proceso de quiebra en curso, no
podemos publicar los estados financieros del año fiscal que finalizó el 30 de junio de 2020 hasta que se
complete este proceso. Proporcionamos actualizaciones financieras periódicas al tribunal de quiebras y
todos los documentos relacionados con este proceso se pueden encontrar en internet en
https://dm.epiq11.com/case/rcdh/info.
Todavía tenemos varios meses de esfuerzos de reorganización por delante. A medida que este
proceso continúa, le animo a que visite www.hbgdiocese.org/reorganization-information para obtener la
información más actualizada.
Pido humildemente sus oraciones por nuestra Diócesis mientras continuamos este proceso. Que
Dios nos conceda todas las gracias necesarias durante este momento difícil. Que María, Madre de la
Iglesia y Madre nuestra, interceda ante su Hijo para que sea nuestra fuerza y apoyo.
Sinceramente en Cristo,

Mons. Ronald W. Gainer
Obispo de Harrisburg

The Called
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school, offered to take me to
his home. I lived with his family
while I went to Kabagara until I
A series of profiles on clergy and religious
completed the seventh grade.
After elementary school, I
Father Deogratias Rwegasira, AJ
joined Tarime High School. This
Hometown: Bukoba, Tanzania (East
was a government boarding
Africa)
school. It was located in
Musoma along the shores of
Education: Nyakatare, Ntoma and
Lake Victoria, about 400 miles
Kabagara Elementary Schools; Tarime
north east of Bukoba. I stayed
High School; Katoke Teachers Training
at school most of the time. We
College and Apostles of Jesus Major
went home only twice a year,
Seminary
in June and in December. After
my high school, I joined Katoke
Current Assignment: Catholic Chaplain
Teachers Training College
at Lancaster General Hospital
in Bukoba area. Upon my
graduation, I was employed by
the Government of Tanzania as
Tell me about your childhood. Sundays. Both the school and
an Elementary School teacher
the church meant a lot to me
I was born in 1959 in Nkimbo
when I was growing up. My faith in Kigoma, which is located
village, Bukoba town, Tanzania,
on the south western side of
was shaped and nurtured by
East Africa. I am the youngest
Bukoba along the shores of
these two institutions. It was a
of seven children. My one
brother and two sisters are since great delight for me to assist at Lake Tanganyika. It was while I
was teaching in Kigoma when
Mass as an altar boy from an
deceased.
one of the turning moments
early age of six.
I was brought up in a family
in my life occurred. I resigned
After my fourth grade at
of devout Catholic parents. My
from the teaching profession
Nyakare Elementary School,
parents belonged to the first
and joined the Missionaries of
generation of Christian converts. I transferred to Ntoma
the Apostles of Jesus.
Elementary School, where
They were baptized when
I studied for only one year,
Christianity was first introduced
What was life like in the
the fifth grade. Although this
in Bukoba in the late 1800s and
community in Nkimbo?
new school was near my
early 1900s. As a family, we
My community of Nkimbo
prayed together the morning and home, my parents did not
was a joyful and loving
prefer it because it was not
night prayers. We also prayed
community. On several
a Catholic school. It was
the Rosary together as a family
occasions people came
founded and was run by the
on a daily basis.
together to pray and celebrate
Lutheran Evangelical Church
I started school at Nyakatare
life together. Exchanging gifts
of Tanzania. After my fifth
Elementary School from
was a common phenomenon.
grade at Ntoma, I transferred to For example, it was very
kindergarten to fourth grade. It
Kabagara Elementary School,
was one of the Catholic schools
common for neighbors to
which was a Catholic school.
founded by the Missionaries of
exchange the first fruits of their
Unfortunately, this school was a labor. It was also a common
Africa, from Europe, commonly
little far from home, about eight practice that whoever received
known as the White Fathers
miles away. For some time, I
who evangelized the Bukoba
a basket full of produce could
daily walked to school and back not send it back empty. They
area. Nyakatare Elementary
home. It was really tiresome
School was very close to my
had to fill it with something as a
home village of Nkimbo. Next to and exhausting. By providence, reciprocation of their gratitude.
Sebastian, one of my uncles
the school there was a church,
who lived near Kabagara
where we attended Mass on
More THE CALLED, page 13
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Disciplining children was also church where I prayed gave
the responsibility of all grownme a ride to attend a Diocesan
Family bond was very
ups in the village. An African
meeting of the association.
strong to the extent that it
proverb that ‘It takes a village to Along the way, he asked me a
was difficult for an outsider to
raise a child’ made real sense
question, which was simple and
distinguish between biological
in the village where I grew up. If ordinary. However, the answer
parents, aunts and uncles of
one of the elders in the village
I gave him revealed what God
children of the extended family.
found me misbehaving, he/she
wanted me to be. “Teacher, are
For example, if I went to my
corrected me or could punish
you married?” the priest asked
uncle’s home or my aunt’s
me there and then. My parents
me. I responded saying: “No,
home, I was welcomed and
did the same for other children.
I want to be like you.” I kept
treated like their own biological
We were taught to respect all
asking myself how that answer
children, and when my cousins
people, and to be kind to the
came to my lips; it was like
came to my home, they were
elderly. In our village, we didn’t
someone said it through me. I
treated the same. In fact, in
have electricity for lighting or
couldn’t understand how I gave
my dialect (Haya) and in the
cooking. We used wood for
that answer and where it came
Swahili language in general we
cooking. It was lack of respect,
from. The more I kept thinking
don’t have a word for “aunt” or
for example, to pass by an
about it, the more I became
“uncle.” An aunt is a ‘mother’
elderly person who was carrying drawn to the priesthood itself. I
(mama), and an uncle is a
a load of something without
felt a strong desire of becoming
‘father’ (baba). Thus, they are
a priest and started praying
helping him or her.
qualified as younger or elder to
about it. I went to my pastor
When did you first think
your parents. For example, my
for spiritual guidance regularly
about the priesthood?
uncle who is the elder brother
and told him about the answer I
From my early childhood,
of my father is called baba
had given him saying “I want to
mkubwa’ (elder father). I call the I admired and loved the
be like you.” I explained to him
younger brother of my father as priesthood. However, I did not
that it was like a mystery to me
join the seminary until later
baba mdogo (younger father).
because I did not know where
on in my life. As I mentioned
The same applies to my aunts.
that answer came from, and
earlier on, my upbringing,
They are referred to as mama
how it came through my lips. He
especially the faith and piety I
mkubwa (elder mother) or
said to me that maybe it was the
mama mdogo (younger mother), inherited from my parents, was
Spirit of God who spoke through
the seedbed of my vocation
respectively. To some people
me. From then on, he guided
to priesthood. My vocation to
this seems to be confusing, but
me and gave me some books
priesthood kind of took shape
that is the beauty and richness
to read about priestly vocation.
and formed when I was working It was through this discerning
of the diversity of our cultures
as a teacher in Kigoma from
and traditions.
process that I finally decided
In my community, every child 1981-1985. Bishop Alphonse
to join the Apostles of Jesus
was considered as a child of the Daniel Nsabi of Kigoma
Missionaries.
community. For example, when I Diocese by then had formed
What was the reaction of
was in elementary school, it was an Association of Catholic
friends and family when you
common practice, as we walked Teachers, and offered them
resigned teaching to become
some catechetical courses
back from school with other
a seminarian?
in order to assist in teaching
children, to stop at random in
There were mixed reactions.
Catholic religion classes in
a certain family. We could be
Some, like my parents,
schools. Since I was very
offered something to eat, fruits
applauded my decision, while
active in my faith, I joined that
most of the time. Although they
others reserved their comments,
didn’t know us, they were aware association and later I was
elected as one of the leaders at although they seemed to
that we were some people’s
the Diocesan level.
children. They treated us like
THE CALLED, page 14
One day, the pastor of the
their own children.

THE CALLED, from 13
be opposed to my decision.
My boss at work, who was a
superintendent of schools, said
to me, “What is wrong with
you, teacher? You mean you’re
not going to marry? Are you
sure?” He couldn’t understand,
maybe it is because he was
not a Catholic. Some of my
colleagues couldn’t understand,
either. One of my childhood
friends who was Catholic
said to me, “Do you know
what you’ll be missing if you
become a priest?” I told him,
“My friend, maybe one day you
will know what I am gaining by
becoming a priest.” Indeed,
several years later, after I had
administered the sacraments of
Reconciliation and Anointing to
one of his family members who
was sick, he came to me and
said, “Father, now I understand.
It is good you became a priest.”
In order to join the
Apostles of Jesus, I needed
a recommendation letter from
my home pastor and I had an
opportunity to see my family
as well. When I reached home
and told my mother that I had
resigned from teaching and
I was joining the seminary
to become a priest, I saw a
wonderful smile on her face,
and tears of joy started flowing
from her eyes. She was
overjoyed, yet unable to say
a word. The following day, still
overjoyed, she said, “My son,
I have been praying for many
years, even since before you
were born, that God may select
one of my sons to become
a priest.” By then my three
brothers were already married
and I was 27 years old.
Her perseverance in prayer
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always reminds me of the
and I became the first pastor of
two acronyms on prayer:
that new parish from July 2008
“PUSH: Pray Until Something
to June 2014, when I moved to
Happens” and “ASAP: Always
the Diocese of Harrisburg and
Say A Prayer.” After fulfilling
became Catholic chaplain at
the required formation process
Lancaster General Hospital until
for religious, missionary and
this time.
priestly training, I was ordained
a priest on June 30, 1996, at
Talk about your ministry as
my home parish of Maruku in
hospital chaplain, especially
Bukoba. My mother was very
during the pandemic.
happy to witness my priestly
I began my ministry as
ordination but my father was
Catholic chaplain at Lancaster
already deceased; he died
General Hospital in June 2014.
when I was still a seminarian.
I attended one unit of CPE
(Clinical Pastoral Education)
Where have you served?
as a requirement, preparing
After my ordination in 1996, I me to work as chaplain at a
was assigned at the Apostles of professional level. My work at
Jesus, Kiserian Junior Seminary the hospital is to visit Roman
in Ngong Diocese in Kenya. I
Catholic patients and offer them
served as Spiritual Director to
the sacraments, being available
seminarians until the year 2000, to family members who may
when I was transferred and
need a priest for their spiritual
assigned to the United States.
support and offer prayers for
As a Spiritual Director, I had
their sick loved ones. I work in
an opportunity of animating the
collaboration with hospital staff.
Liturgy at the Seminary. Being a I am also available to Catholic
trained musician and composer, staff members of the hospital
I introduced music lessons to
who may request to receive
seminarians. I also compiled the the sacraments, especially
hymns I had written earlier and
confession.
I was happy to see my gift as a
Before the COVID-19
composer bearing fruits in the
pandemic struck, we used to
early stages of my priesthood.
have Mass on daily basis at
noon, Monday through Friday
While in the USA, I first
in the hospital chapel. I was
served as a parochial vicar
always impressed to see
of St. George, Our Lady of
chaplains, doctors, nurses and
Mount Carmel and St. Stephen
other employees of the hospital
churches in Shenandoah, Pa.,
who came for Mass during their
in the Diocese of Allentown,
lunch break.
from 2000 to 2004. Then I
COVID-19 presented a
was transferred and became
challenge to everyone working
parochial vicar of St. Bernard,
at the hospital, including myself.
St. Joseph and St. Michael
Watching the news daily and
churches in Easton, Pa., from
noticing how the numbers
2004 to 2008. In July 2008, the
of people dying kept rising
three churches of St. Bernard,
St, Michael and St. Joseph
were merged to form a new
More THE CALLED
parish of Our Lady of Mercy
page 15
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nationwide and worldwide
brought a lot of fear and anxiety
to approach COVID-19 patients.
I prayed very much to overcome
that fear and submitted my life
into the hands of God, who has
sustained me until today. I have
been taking every precaution
and using every required
protective equipment during my
visits to COVID-19 patients.
You are a composer. Talk
about that gift.
The seminary of the Apostles
of Jesus where I studied
Philosophy and Theology is
located next to the Catholic
University of Eastern Africa
(CUEA). When I started my
Theological studies, I was
very lucky to be taught music
by Professor Charles Nyamiti.
He was a Catholic priest from
the Archdiocese of Tabora
in Tanzania, a renowned
African theologian of our time.
Professor Nyamiti was not only
a gifted musician but also an
accomplished musicologist.
He studied music in Vienna,
Austria. Through the courses
I took with Professor Nyamiti,
I improved my skills of music
composition.
It was a very challenging
task to major in Theology and
music composition at the same
time, but now I can see and
appreciate a great treasure
Professor Nyamiti gave me. He
taught me how to come up with
something unique of my own
creation in every composition I
made. I have so far written more
than 50 liturgical hymns, which
are being used in various parts
of the world. I have also written

and produced two albums: “The
Divine Mercy Chaplet in Song,”
for which I obtained a copyright
certificate from the Library of
Congress in 2008. I composed
the “Lord We Adore You,” album
of hymns for Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, praise and
worship, which I produced in
2010.

delivered a wonderful homily on
that day.

What is your hope for the
Black Catholic Apostolate?
My hope is that the message
of our Lord Jesus Christ
continues to touch our hearts
and transform our minds,
reminding us that we belong to
one family of faith and the Lord
Talk about your ministry with is calling us daily to follow him
the Diocese’s Black Catholic faithfully.
Apostolate.
The Black Apostolate is
In August of 2020, Bishop
meant to bring the awareness
Ronald W. Gainer appointed
of our coming together in unity
me as spiritual moderator of the through diversity for the good
Black Catholic Ministry in the
of all. We are one family and
Diocese of Harrisburg. I am very each member of the family has
grateful to him for giving me
a unique contribution to make.
the opportunity to serve in that
It is also an opportunity to learn
capacity.
the culture and history of black
The purpose of the apostolate heroes and saints in order to be
is to bring all black Catholics
inspired and imitate them.
in the Diocese to various
Masses and events. There
What do you enjoy most
are also national conferences
about being a priest?
to attend and learn various
As a priest, celebrating the
ways of making the apostolate
Holy Mass is a very special
more fruitful. This is a bigger
moment for me, especially
position than I expected, but we during consecration. Through
are doing our best. Thanks to
transubstantiation, the
Jaclyn Curran at the Diocese
species of bread and wine are
in the Office for Multicultural
transformed into the Body and
Ministries and Angela Mbassi,
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
who is the Coordinator of the
I enjoy being with people of
Apostolate.
God and praying with them.
February is Black History
I am always grateful to God
who gives me the opportunity
Month, when we remind
of telling a penitent during the
ourselves of the values and
sacrament of reconciliation:
contributions made by black
“Your sins are forgiven. Go in
people in making this country
peace.”
as it is today. On Sunday
As a hobby, I enjoy writing
February 7 we celebrated a
and singing beautiful hymns. I
Diocesan Black History Month
also enjoy listening to ancient
Mass at St. Francis of Assisi
hymns and classical music.
Church in Harrisburg. Thanks
(Interview conducted by Jen
to all who participated and to
Reed, The Catholic Witness.)
Deacon Timothy E. Tilghman
from Washington, D.C., who
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Trinity Announces Verbal Acceptance of Jordan Hill as Head Football Coach
From Trinity High School
Trinity High School in Camp
Hill announced on Thursday,
Feb. 18 that Jordan Hill has
verbally accepted the position
of Head Football Coach for the
Trinity Shamrocks.
Hill is a 2009 graduate from
Steelton-Highspire High School,
where he was a member of
their 2007 and 2008 PIAA
Championship teams. He went
on to play defensive tackle at
Penn State University. As a
senior at Penn State, Hill was
selected as first team All-Big
Ten (2012).
In 2013, Hill was drafted
in the third round of the NFL
Draft (87th overall pick) by the
Seattle Seahawks. He played
in the NFL from 2013 to 2017
for the Seahawks, Washington
Redskins, Jacksonville Jaguars,
and Detroit Lions. Hill won a
Super Bowl ring in Super Bowl

XLVIII,
where the
Seahwaks
beat the
Denver
Broncos,
43-8.
Most
recently,
Hill spent
the fall
of 2020
on the
coaching
SPORTSPRESSNW.COM
staff at
Former Seattle Seahawk and Super Bowl Champion
CumberJordan Hill has verbally committed as head football
land Valley
coach at Trinity High School in Camp Hill.
High
School.
enthusiasm and commitment
“Trinity
to the game and our players
is excited that Jordan Hill has
were obvious during the
verbally accepted our Head
interview process. We look
Football Coach position,”
forward to watching our studentsaid Trinity’s principal, John
athletes grow under Jordan’s
Cominsky. “Jordan played at
leadership.”
the very highest level and his

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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The Perfect Example of Persecution
for Justice’s Sake

individual that has experienced
persecution, has never known
I watch my blinking cursor
persecution for justice’s sake.
and wonder what I could
Persecuted? Yes. But for the
possibly add to any discussion
sake of justice, no.
of “Blessed are they who suffer
If you were to look for
persecution for justice’s sake,
someone who was persecuted
for theirs is the kingdom of
for justice’s sake, you could
heaven.” I, a woman born and
readily look to the Cross. From
raised in one of the wealthiest
that pulpit, Christ teaches us not
countries in the world, an
only what a human being is all
about, but also
Harrisburg Diocesan Council of what sanctity is
all about.
Catholic Women
“The most
exquisite, the
“SAVE THE DATE”
most sublime
95th Annual Convention, held
and the holiest
virtually
work of Jesus
Saturday, April 17, 2021
is his sacrifice.
The grace of
“Rejoice and Be Thankful”
God appeared
Keynote Speaker: Sarah Christmyer
on the cross
in its supreme
Workshop Presenters:
manifestation.
• Donna Giberti - “Finding Forgiveness
There, divine
on the El Camino de Santiago de
sanctity was
Compostela”
scarcely veiled in
• Kelly Gollick “ - Active Listening Basics – the thinnest and
How to be a Better Listener”
most transparent
• Tina Kowalski - “SHINE”-Faith Based gauze that the
divine can have
Exercise Program
on earth: the veil
hdccw.webs.com/hdccw-convention
of sorrow. Jesus
Christ Crucified
Nominess Accepted for Our
is human sanctity
Lady of Good Counsel Award
at its peak,
This award will recognize a woman in the
because he is
Diocese who has made a significant
divine sanctity
contribution at any level in the Council
in the abyss of
of Catholic Women. The inaugural
its annihilation.
recipient will be awarded at the
It is the
convetion. Nomination packets can be
incomprehensible
found at https://hdccw.webs.com/olgcnakedness of
award. The deadline for nominations is
divine simplicity,
March 17.
discovered in the
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

greatest
human
nakedness. It
is divine
love made
human; it
is human
love made
divine.
And this
happens in
“Thoughts from a
the crucible Catholic Evangelist”
that can
fuse them: sorrorw.”1
The mystery of the Cross
lived out in our lives is where
the Beatitudes draws us
toward self-pouring love. Gaze
you upon and contemplate
it; you will find the heart of
God opened and poured out
for you. This pure Victim, this
Holy Victim, this spotless
Victim epitomizes the poor, the
mournful, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst, the merciful,
the peacemakers, and the pure
of heart. This is why the eighth
Beatitude epitomizes all of the
others before it. It is like a great
crescendo of a divine orchestra
– a symphony of praise!
This praise echoes and reechoes throughout all time. The
movements of this symphony
respond to the needs of the
present age as well as the
promptings of the Holy Spirit.
This is why, in 2016, Pope
Francis offered new Beatitudes
for saints of a new age … for us
TODAY.
You thought this series on
the Beatitudes was complete? I
have only just begun!
Martínez Luis M. The Sanctifier.
Pauline Books & Media, 2004, pg.
344.

1
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by
their parishes. Please remember in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Carmella “Jean” Reap
Donato Dalo, Sr.
Bernice Ciampi
Rose Mattive
St. Joseph:
James Descul
Edward Masich
Lillian DiPippa
Patricia Creveling
Donald S. Camillocci
Theresa DiPippa
Dr. Margaret Mandrillo
MaryJane Hunter
Lena (Spezialetti) Hnylanski
Helen M. Biacchi
Mabelann Marie Masich
Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier:
Glenn E. Miller
David W. Byers
Elizabeth Elsy Zuniga-Alvarado
Janice Kolibas
Mary Catherine Cullison
McKendrick
Richard A. Flickinger

Rita M. Wagaman
Michael J. Robinson
Vera L. Steinour
Larry G. Leiphart, Jr.
William C. “Bill” Little
Irene “Renie” Lawrence
Greencastle
St. Mark the Evangelist:
Charles R. Kessler
Salvatore Cantone
Harrisburg
Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament:
Lindsay Spencer
John B. Mescan, Sr.
St. Francis of Assisi:
Paula Headen
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Clara Covage
Camille Tancredi
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Mary Bivens
Karen Kolarosky
Loretta Fink

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in February
during the past 25 years:
Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Joseph Celia, 2005
Deacon Matthew Culley, 2005
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Father Robert Strome, 2007
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015
Deacon Robert Mack, 2018
Deacon Martin McCarthy, 2019
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Andrew A. Chappory
Joan Nolan Bergan
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Frances Verroca
York
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Virgen Milagros Caraballo
St. Patrick:
Josephine Lang
Frederick Flinchbaugh

Position Available: Diocesan Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Director
The Secretariat for Catholic Life and Evangelization of the Diocese of Harrisburg is seeking an
individual to fill the part-time position of Diocesan Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Director.
The candidate must be a Catholic in good standing. The person in this position is responsible for
overseeing all areas of the Diocesan CYO Basketball Program, with approximately 3,000 grade
school and high school players on approximately 250 teams with nearly 500 coaches. Hourly
compensation commensurate with experience. Application deadline is March 5, 2021.
Send résumé and cover letter to:employment@hbgdiocese.org
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Sister M. Cyrilline
Biel, SS.C.M.

Sister M. Cyrilline
(Bernardine Biel) died
on Jan. 25 at Emmanuel
Center in Danville.
Born in Whiting, Ind.,
she entered the Sisters
of Saints Cyril and
Methodius in Danville in
1950, and professed her
first vows on August 13,

1953.
Sister Cyrilline received a B.S. in Education
from Marywood University in Scranton, Pa.,
and an M.A. in Business Education from
Catholic University in Washington, D.C. Her
initial ministry in education spanned from 19531961, when she taught in elementary schools in
Hazleton, Illinois and Connecticut. Later, on the
secondary level, Sister Cyrilline taught business
classes at Andrean High School in Merrillville,

Sister Mary Paul
Kurator, SS.C.M.

Ind., for a total of 17 years.
In 1973, Sister Cyrilline was appointed
Directress of Novices in Danville, a post she
held until 1979. The community called upon her
in congregational administrative positions from
1980-1988, and from 1992-1999, during which
time she also served as General Secretary for
three years. From 2000-2001, Sister Cyrilline
did clerical work at St. Catherine Labouré
School in Harrisburg.
Returning to St. Methodius Convent in
Danville in 2001, Sister Cyrilline performed
general duties, served as local coordinator and
director of candidates. In 2018, Sister Cyrilline
retired to Maria Hall in Danville and engaged in
the ministry of prayer and hospitality.
A graveside Committal Service took place
on Jan. 28 at the Sisters’ cemetery in Danville.
Donations in memory of Sister Cyrilline can
be made to the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius, Villa Sacred Heart, Danville, PA
17821.

led her to South Carolina, Indiana and New
Jersey, as well as in Berwick, where she taught
eighth grade.
Sister Mary Paul (Lucy
Later, she returned to her alma mater, St.
Kurator) died on Feb.
Cyril Academy in Danville, where she taught
10 at Geisinger Medical
religion, Latin and English. Sister Mary Paul’s
Center in Danville.
longest assignment lasted 42 years at Andrean
Born in Gary, Ind., she
High School in Merrillville, Ind.
attended Holy Trinity
Sister Mary Paul was awarded grants from
School there and
graduated in 1949 from St. the National Endowment for the Humanities
to study Classical Language and Literature
Cyril Academy, Danville.
at the University of Kentucky and San Diego
She entered the novitiate
University.
of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in
In 2017, Sister Mary Paul retired to Maria
Danville in 1950 and professed her vows on
Hall in Danville, where she was involved in the
Aug. 13, 1952.
Sister Mary Paul completed her B.A. in 1961 ministry of prayer and hospitality.
A graveside Committal Service took place
at Marywood University in Scranton, Pa., and
on Feb. 15 at the Sisters’ cemetery in Danville.
earned an M.A. in Latin at the University of
Notre Dame. She also studied at Villanova and Donations in memory of Sister Mary Paul can
be made to the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
LaSalle universities.
Her first teaching assignment was at the Villa Methodius, Villa Sacred Heart, Danville, PA
17821.
Elementary School, where she taught Grades
3, 4 and 5. Subsequent teaching assignments
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LENTEN FISH
DINNERS
Reel-in some delicious meals this Lent at a
number of fish dinners hosted by parishes
and Knights of Columbus councils.
Dinners are take-out only.
(Submit your parish’s information via e-mail to

communication@hbgdiocese.org for promotion in
The Witness and at www.hbgdiocese.org.)
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall,
Lenten Fish Dinners, Wednesdays Feb. 3-March
31 from 4-7 p.m. Walk in and take out, or drive up
only. Baked or fried fish, baked or fried potatoes
and coleslaw or applesauce and a Bernie’s
Bakers homemade dessert for $10.
St. Peter Parish in Columbia, Lenten Fish Fry,
Feb. 19 through March 26. Take-out service only,
from 4-6:30 p.m., at the Parish Center, Second
and Union Streets. Customers will be asked
to wear masks and practice social distancing.
Customers are asked to call in orders at 717684-0414 Wednesday or Thursday evening
from 6-8 p.m. each week prior to the Friday
Fish Fry. Orders can also be placed via e-mail
at stpetersfishfry@gmail.com. The order must
be in by 8 p.m. the Thursday prior to the Fish
Fry. A limited number of walk-in orders will be
available. Menu includes platters of baked
haddock, crab cakes, fried filet of fish, and fried
shrimp. Baked macaroni and cheese, cole slaw,
stewed tomatoes and a dinner roll are included
in the price of the platter. Two sandwiches are
also on the menu: fried fish filet and crab cake.
Side orders of macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, cole slaw and soup may also be
purchased. The homemade soups, cream of
crab, potato and cheesy broccoli, will rotate
each week. A variety of individually wrapped
baked goods made by the women of the parish
will also be available. The event is sponsored
by the Parish Council of Catholic Women with
assistance from men of the parish and is open
to the public. Proceeds are used to fund various
activities in the parish.

St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg,
Lenten Fish Fry Dinners on Fridays, Feb. 19,
26, March 5, 12 and 19 at Xavier Center, 465
Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. Menu includes
fried haddock, mac and cheese, seasoned
potatoes, roasted vegetables, and corn pudding.
Curbside pick-up only, subject to change due
to COVID-19. Call 717-334-4048 or visit www.
stfxcc.org or www.sfxpccw.org for more
information, menu and updates.   
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Enola, is
hosting 6 dinners during Lent on Fridays, Feb. 19
and 26, and March 5, 12, 19 and 26. All dinners
are take-out only, from 4-7 p.m. Menu includes
seasoned baked cod, church-made baked
macaroni & cheese, church-made pierogis,
veggies, stewed tomatoes, cole slaw, roll, dessert
and bottled water. Baked fish dinners and fish
and pierogi dinners are $12. Mac and cheese
dinners and pierogi dinners are $10. Children are
$5 for any meal. Visit the website for updates,
www.ourladyoflourdesenola.org.
Holy Angels Parish in Kulpmont, will serve
Lenten fish dinners on Fridays during Lent from
4-5:30 p.m. or until sold out. Take-out only,
from the parish activity center. Donation of $10
includes baked fish, potato, vegetable, cole slaw,
applesauce or fruit cocktail, soup, bread and
dessert! Masks required.
More FISH DINNERS
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Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish in Middletown, Fish Fry in drive-thru
fashion beginning Friday, Feb. 19 and continuing
weekly through March 26 from 5-8 p.m. Menu
includes fish & chips, baked haddock, fried
shrimp, pierogies, mac n cheese, fish sandwich,
cole slaw, and veggies. Three desserts will be
available: chocolate cake with peanut butter
icing, chocolate fudge cake, and lemon berry
mascarpone cake. The school campus lot will
only be accessible after 4:30 p.m. No call-in
orders may be placed. All orders are firstcome, first-serve in the manner of a fast-food
drive-thru. Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa,
and Discover cards are accepted. Handmade
chocolate eggs will also be available in peanut
butter milk chocolate, peanut butter dark
chocolate, coconut dark chocolate, and butter
cream milk chocolate. Each egg is $1. For
information, including full menu and campus
diagram, visit www.ssbvm.org.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon, Lenten Fish
Dinner, take-out only, Fridays Feb. 19-March 26
from 4-7 p.m. at the social hall on East Lehman
Street. Dinners are $10 and include fried or
baked haddock, fries or baked potato, pepper
cabbage, roll and butter and assorted desserts.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Parish in
Elysburg, Lenten Fish Dinners, Feb. 26 March 5
and March 19 from 4-6 p.m. Take-out only. Cost
is $9 per platter, which includes baked haddock
with butter and lemon, fingerling potatoes,
vegetable, cole slaw, roll and butter.
Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra, Fish Fry on
Fridays during Lent, Feb. 19-March 26 from 3-7
p.m. Served curbside to-go. Order online through
the parish website or place an order from your
car when you arrive. Food will be delivered to
your vehicle. Menu includes Atlantic haddock,
crab cakes, shrimp, clam strips, pierogi dinner.
Seafood dinners include cole slaw or apple
sauce, fries and a dinner roll. Extra sides include
fries, pierogies, soup, mac n cheese, crab cake,
apple sauce and cole slaw.

Knights of Columbus at 1575 New Danville
Pike in Lancaster, Lenten take-out dinners on
Fridays Feb. 19-April 2. Meals are $15 plus tax,
kids’ meals are $6 plus tax, and family meals for
four are $50 plus tax. Kids’ meals are macaroni
and cheese and fish sticks. All meals include a
side salad, roll and butter and dessert. Curbside
pickup; we will bring your order to your car
when you arrive. Order must be placed no later
than the Wednesday prior to the Friday event.
Credit or debit is preferred, payment is made at
the time of pickup which runs from 5-7:30 p.m.
Place orders by calling Stephanie at 717-2867449. Feb. 19: Yuengling beer battered haddock,
macaroni and cheese, and broccoli. Feb. 26:
Steamed shrimp, rice pilaf, mixed vegetables.
March 5: Homemade crab cakes, roasted
potatoes, baby carrots. March 12: Broiled salmon
with mango salsa, rice, spinach. March 19:
Cod with lemon butter, buttered pasta, cheesy
cauliflower. March 26: Fish and chips, coleslaw.
April 2: Crab cakes with shrimp, baked potato,
green beans.
Knights of Columbus of Our Lady of Good
Counsel and St. Bernadette, Fish Fry at St.
Bernadette in Duncannon Feb. 19 and March 5
and 19 from 4-7 p.m. or until sold out. Cost is $10
for adults, $5 for children and free for children
under 3. The meal will include fried fish fillet, mac
and cheese, vegetable, stewed tomatoes, bread
roll and applesauce. This will be a drive-thru
event only.
Seton Suppers at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Mechanicsburg, Feb. 27, March 27
and April 24. Monthly homemade drive-through
dinners on the 4th Saturday of the month.
Upcoming meals are Feb. 27: “Not a Friday,
but Still a Fish Dinner” with potato-crusted cod,
baked potato, coleslaw, roll & butter. March
27: “Early Easter” with ham, sweet potato,
roasted vegetables, roll & butter. April 24: “Signs
of Spring” with chicken stir-fry, rice, spring
vegetables. Learn more and pre-order online at
https://www.steas.net/setonsuppers/.
More FISH DINNERS
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Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill, fish
fry on the Fridays of Lent, Feb. 19 and 26,
and March 5, 12, 19 and 26, from 4-6:30 p.m.
Drive-thru/curbside pick-up. Pre-ordering is
recommended but not required. Baked fish dinner
of haddock, baked potato, applesauce, roll and
butter for $10. Fried fish dinner of haddock,
mac n cheese, cole slaw roll and butter for $10.
Pierogi side dish is $5. Order online at www.ttsu.
me/goodshepdinners, follow the link at www.
thegoodshep.org or call the dinner order hotline
at 717-980-3620. Questions can be sent via
e-mail to dinners@thegoodshep.org.
St. Peter Parish in Elizabethtown, drive-by fish
fry beginning Feb. 19 and the next five Fridays in
Lent. Take-out fish dinners in the church parking
lot from 5-7 p.m. Dinner includes fish sandwich,
French fries, cole slaw, applesauce and dessert
for $10. Call 717-367-1255 for information.

ITALY, AUSTRIA, GERMANY &

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in
Harrisburg, take-out Lenten Dinners on Fridays
in Lent, as well as frozen perohi and smoked
kielbasa, 4-6:30 p.m. on Feb. 26, March 5, March
12, March 19 and March 26 in the parish hall at
5408 Locust Lane. This does not include Good
Friday. Dinners will be hosted by the Knights
of Columbus and feature fish ($12) or perohi
($10). Also available will be frozen perohi sold by
the dozen for $6 and kielbasa in ring or sticks for
$7. Perohi fillings include potato & cheese, farmer
cheese, sweet cabbage, sauerkraut, prune and
apple. www.stannbyz.org.
Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Catawissa,
Lenten food take-out sale, Feb. 26 from 3-7 p.m.
Haluski $8 per quart, pierogies six for $4 or 12 for
$7, homemade soups $8 per quart. Pre-orders
strongly suggested; call or text 570-336-4771.

A few highlights include:

OBERAMMERGAU

$4,759 + $559*

from Wash. Dulles/Baltimore
Early registration price per person
if deposit is paid by 8-30-21

The
Passion Play
Germany

Base price $4,859+ $559* after 8-30-21

Munich’s
Oktoberfest
Germany

SEPTEMBER 9-20, 2022
Catholic Charities
and Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
(Bishop of Harrisburg)

invite you on a 12-day pilgrimage to explore the traditions
of our faith in beautiful churches, chapels and shrines in Italy,
Austria, & Germany.

For a brochure, contact:
Mark Totaro
mtotaro@cchbg.org
717-657-4804

Dinner at the
world-famous
Hofbrauhaus
Germany

Lake Garda
Italy

Salzburg and
Innsbruck
Austria

Travel by:
Pentecost Tours, Inc
PO Box 280
Batesville, IN 47006
800.713.9800
812.933.0730
www.pentecosttours.com
travel@pentecosttours.com

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

In conjunction with the
National 40 Days for Life
Campaign, a Jericho Prayer
March will be held on Saturdays
February 20, 27, and March 6, 13,
20, 27 in Lebanon. The Jericho
Prayer March is a silent, prayerful
march to make a visible, public
awareness for the pro-life
movement to end the evil of
abortion. Arrive and assemble in
prayer groups any time between
10 a.m. and noon in front of
Assumption BVM Church at
South 8th and Cumberland Streets.
As people arrive, you will go
out in groups. Directions, prayer
sheets, and banners will be given
for the walk, which should take
approximately 30 to 45 minutes.
Join us for all the Saturdays, or
choose any weekend. There is no
need to register. For information,
contact Lucy at 717-926-4075 or
lrgilott@gmail.com or Sandra at
717-838-5243.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages

“A Spirituality of NonViolence” is a virtual, guided,
retreat, March 13 from 10 a.m.3 p.m., sponsored by the Saint
Cyril Spiritual Center in Danville.
The retreat is presented by Sister
Anita Constance, SC, who is
the author of several spiritual
books, and is experienced in
giving retreats and workshops.
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She received her MS from
Fordham University, (NY),
in Religious Studies, and is
a certified spiritual director
who presently gives retreats,
spiritual direction, grief support,
and Healing Touch. This is a
guided retreat that will allow us
reflection, prayer and sharing
in the opportunity to lean into
the love of God for us, and
learn how to transform areas
of subtle violence in our lives;
and discover the grace in our
limitations and faults. The cost
of the retreat is $35 and the
registration deadline is March 5.
You can register online at www.
sscm.org or by calling 570-2753581. After registering, you will
be contacted via your e-mail for
a link.
“Finding Joy through
Lent.” Join the Dauphin District
Council of Catholic Women
for a virtual Lenten retreat,
March 20 via Zoom. The retreat
will include a live-streamed
Mass and presentations on
“Finding Joy through Lent” by
Linda Hartzell, “Connecting
with God through Perpetual
Adoration” by Betsy Schadler,
and a closing prayer service
led by Suzanne Bruzga. Cost
is free. Registration is required
to receive the link to the event.
Deadline to register is March
16. To register and receive the
log-in information, please e-mail
dauphindistrictccw@gmail.com.
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
in 2022 with Father Michael
Reid, pastor of St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Hanover. Father

Reid will lead a group of 24
pilgrims on an active and
spiritual tour of the Holy
Land, Jan. 31-Feb. 11, 2022.
The 12-day itinerary organized
by Select International
Tours includes Mount Tabor,
Nazareth, Cana, Galilee,
Tabgha, Magdala, Mount
of Beatitudes, Capernaum,
Mount Carmel, Caesaria
Maritima, Bethlehem,
Shepherd’s Field, Jericho,
Baptism Site, The Dead
Sea (with optional visit to
Masada), Mount of Olives,
Mount Zion, Jerusalem, St
Anne’s Church, and Ein
Karem. Land and Air cost
is $3,695; a deposit of $500
is required by Oct. 3, 2021.
Flights depart from and return
to Newark International
Airport. For a brochure and
other information, please
contact Father Reid at 717637-4625, ext. 113.

Education &
Enrichment
Diocesan Office of
Vocations’ bi-monthly Zoom
discernment group. Young
men (junior year in high
school through young adults)
are invited to take part in this
online discussion. To register,
e-mail the Office of Vocations
at vocations@hbgdiocese.org
with a valid e-mail address
and mailing address so that
the discussion material
may be mailed. The Zoom
More NOTEBOOK, page 24
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discernment group meets on the
2nd and 4th Monday of the month
from 8-9 p.m.
“Truth, Beauty and
Goodness” Evangelization
Speaker Series – “A Closer
Look at Some of the Titles
of Good St. Joseph,” Zoom
presentation on Feb. 22 from
7-8:30 p.m. Guest presenter
is Father Mark Wilke, pastor
of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Lewisburg and St.
George Mission in Mifflinburg.
Presentation will look at a
few of the titles of St. Joseph
during the Year of St. Joseph
proclaimed by Pope Francis.
Register by Feb. 19 at noon at
https://hbgdiocese.formstack.
com/forms/speaker_series.
Women of Grace
upcoming studies: Book study
“Overcoming the Evil Within”
by Father Wade L. J. Menezes,
CPM, led by Susan Brinkmann,
OCDS, beginning Feb. 22.
“Queen of Militants” by Emil
Neubert, S.M., S.T.D., fall 2021
study. For more information,
contact Chris Arnold at
carnold@womenofgrace.com or
717-379-6041.

Events &
Fundraisers

The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women
is seeking applicants for
its scholarship award. The
council’s scholarship committee
will award a $1,000 scholarship
to a Catholic senior high school

girl for the freshman year 20212022 at an accredited college,
university or trade school.
Applicants must be sponsored
by a mother, grandmother or
guardian who is a member of
a Parish Council of Catholic
Women. The applicant and
her sponsor must be residents
of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Applicants must meet all
conditions established by the
scholarship committee as set
forth in its rules and regulations,
which are included in the
application packet. Applications
are available from parish
Council of Catholic Women
presidents. More information
and applications can also be
obtained by contacting Joyce
Scott, Scholarship Chair, at 717737-0927 or joynbob10@aol.
com. The application deadline is
May 1, 2021.
Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary Parish in Elysburg,
homemade paska bread
sale. Orders accepted through
March 19; $6 per loaf. Bread
will be available for pick-up
Palm Sunday weekend, March
27 and 28 at all Masses or on
March 29 during regular office
hours. Orders can be placed by
e-mailing sheila@qmhr.net or
calling 570-672-2302 during
regular office hours.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester is selling candy
Easter eggs. A limited number
of homemade chocolate peanut
butter and coconut eggs can be
bought individually for $1.25
each or $15 per dozen. Call the

parish office at 717-266-5286 to
order.
The public is invited to
attend York Catholic High
School’s Winter Open House
on Sunday, Feb. 21, from 12-2
p.m. by appointment. Learn
what life at YC is like and see
everything YC has to offer
students (grades 7-12) and their
families. Take a tour of the
newly renovated campus, talk
with York Catholic teachers
and administrators, meet
current students and hear their
experiences, and learn about the
45+ sports and 60+ activities
available. Reserve your spot
today! Space is limited and preregistration is required to attend.
Social distancing and mask
protocol will be observed. For
more information, contact York
Catholic High School at 717846-8871, ext. 220.
A Woman’s Concern Life
Message T-Shirt Design
Contest for grades K-12 is
underway. A Woman’s Concern
is a pro-life parenting and
pregnancy resource center in
Lancaster. Individual kids,
classes, youth groups, small
groups, Bible clubs, etc. are
welcome to submit entries.
One lucky winner will have
their T-shirt created, displayed
at our Annual Partners’ event,
and sold on our website. Help
us spread a positive pro-life
message in our world today
by participating. Find contest
More NOTEBOOK, page 25
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details at: https://www.
friendsofawc.com/contest/ For
additional information, contact
Mary Ann at MaryAnnA@
pregnancylancaster.com.

Job Openings
Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking a full-time
Financial Assistant in their
Administrative Office. This
position requires a mature,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand
and follow instructions and
work independently. Must
be proficient in Microsoft
applications, most especially
Word, Outlook and Excel. Must
have an adequate background
in business and bookkeeping or
accounting. Please send résumé
to: Catholic Charities, attention
Carole Klinger, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg,
PA 17111, or via e-mail to
Cklinger@cchbg.org.
The Secretariat for Catholic
Life and Evangelization of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking a part-time
position of Diocesan Catholic
Youth Organization (CYO)
Director. The candidate must
be a Catholic in good standing.
The person in this position
is responsible for overseeing

all areas of the Diocesan
CYO Basketball Program.
This program consists of
approximately 3,000 grade
school and high school players
on approximately 250 teams
with nearly 500 coaches and
covers the 15 counties of
the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Applicants position must be
detail-oriented individuals and
will be expected to be in full
compliance with the Diocese
of Harrisburg Youth Protection
Program and accountable
to the Diocesan Director of
Evangelization and Catechesis.
Hourly compensation
commensurate with experience.
Application deadline is March 5.
Send résumé and cover letter to
employment@hbgdiocese.org.
St. Rose of Lima Parish
in York seeks a full-time
Parish Secretary, Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.3:30 p.m.
and Friday from 9 a.m.-noon.
Position will be responsible
for the daily operations of the
parish office, including clerical
work, minor administrative and
business details. Other duties
include preparing Mass cards
and recording information in
the Mass Intention Register;
maintaining sacramental
registries; preparing parish
bulletin(s) and calendar data
entry, including Diocesan
Annual Campaign, parish
census, statistics and collections;
ordering and maintaining
records of office supplies
and religious supplies and
materials; communicating with

Diocesan offices, vendors and
parishioners, and other related
tasks as assigned. Position
requires an experienced,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand and
follow instructions, as well
as work independently. The
person should possess an overall
knowledge of general office
procedures, familiarity with
office equipment (computer,
typewriter, copier, fax machine,
postage meter, adding machine)
and excellent spelling and
grammatical skills. The
person should be proficient in
Microsoft applications, most
especially Word, Outlook and
Excel. Cordial and effective
communication with people
are essential. The position may
include some physicality, the
ability to move through several
buildings, as well as bending,
climbing stairs and lifting. High
school diploma, preferably with
business curriculum, required.
Associate degree in office
administration helpful. Two
to three years’ related work
experience preferred. Send a
cover letter, résumé and two
letters of recommendation to
Father Dominic Azagbor, OP, at
FrDAzagbor@hbgdiocese.org
by Feb. 22.
More NOTEBOOK, page 26
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Morning Star Clinics in Harrisburg is
seeking a P/T instructor to teach nationally
recognized REAL Essentials curriculum in
greater Harrisburg middle and high schools
and community organizations. The program
teaches foundational skills to develop
healthy relationships, empowering teens to
make wise decisions and promoting sexual risk
avoidance to achieve optimal health. Teaching
experience with this age group is required; the
ability to constructively and enthusiastically
engage teens is essential. An individual who
can be a role model and mentor to male students
preferred. The program utilizes both in-person and
remote instruction formats. Looking for a one to
two year commitment following completion of
certification training. For questions, or to submit
a cover letter and résumé, contact Leslie Moyer,
Program Director, at lmoyer@unfiltered-truth.
com. Learn more about the program at www.
Unfiltered-Truth.com.
Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg
has an immediate opening for a full-time
computer teacher and school IT person.
Candidates must possess academic excellence
and a dedication to educating the whole child.
Applicants for this position must be adept at
developing lessons for Computer Technology.
The IT position would include but not limited to
network, hardware, database system, security,
software programs, and technology support to
faculty and staff. Teachers in the school work
cooperatively to meet the needs of students.
Interested candidates are to send their résumé to
Sister Rita at sisterrita@holynameofjesus.com or
call Sister Rita at 717-657-1704.
Undefeated Courage is seeking nurses to
staff its mobile ultrasound unit. Shifts available
M-F 8am-4pm, FTE: PRN with no maximum
hours. Hourly rate: $22. PA RN license is required
for this position. Must be trained in limited
obstetric abdominal/transvaginal ultrasound
or open to training. The mobile unit will be

deployed to abortion clinics to change the way
abortion-minded women look at their pregnancy.
The mission of Undefeated Courage is to help
women choose life for their baby and themselves.
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk advocacy
organization in Central Pennsylvania that
provides prayer, pregnancy testing, education on
pregnancy, referral to local pregnancy care centers
and other social/legal services outside of abortion
clinics at no cost or judgement. A free ultrasound
is an obstetrical tool used to evaluate the health of
the pregnancy and can be a method for abortionminded women to make informed decisions about
their pregnancy after reviewing their ultrasounds.
Visit https://www.undefeatedcourage.org/
employment.html for more information and an
application.
Schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg are
currently looking for educators, specifically
long term substitutes that are ready to join our
team in the Harrisburg area. Teachers in all grades
and all subject areas are needed. Certification is
preferred but not required. Catholic Schools in
the Diocese of Harrisburg provide safe, joyful
school environments that follow current scientific
best practices on schooling during a pandemic.
For more information or to find a school location
near you, click on https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
find-catholic-school/. Send your résumé and letter
of interest to either the location near you or to
Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.ORG. You may
also call the Harrisburg Diocese Department of
Catholic Schools for more information at 717657-4804 ext. 222.

