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Chrism Mass
Witnesses to
Christ’s Ministry,
Gift of Priestly
Fraternity
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Looking out on the congregation
of priests spread throughout the
pews of St. Patrick Cathedral for
the Diocese’s Chrism Mass on
March 29, Bishop Ronald Gainer
borrowed a quote from St. Peter,
uttered at the mountain of the Lord’s
Transfiguration:
“Lord, it is good for us to be here.”
The celebration of the Mass of
the Holy Oils marked the first time
in nearly a year and a half that the
priests serving in the Diocese were
together in person.
Traditionally celebrated in the
Diocese on the Monday of Holy
Week, the Chrism Mass is the liturgy
at which the bishop blesses the oils
and consecrates the Sacred Chrism
to be used in the celebration of the
sacraments during the coming year.
It is also during this Mass that the
priests renew their commitment to
priestly service made on the day of
their ordination.
More CHRISM MASS
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A view from behind the altar at the Cathedral shows the
priests and deacons of the Diocese gathered for the
celebration of the Chrism Mass.
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or ‘brotherhood’
together,” Father Hahn said.
among men who
Last year’s Chrism Mass
share that sacred call
was celebrated virtually,
to the priesthood. At
broadcast via livestream with
the Chrism Mass,
priests participating from their
each priest renews
individual locations. This year,
the promises that
priests donned face masks and
he made on the day
were spread throughout the
of his ordination, so
Cathedral, seated at a distance
there is this special
from one another in observation
bond among all of us,
More CHRISM MASS
recalling that day – for
page 4
some only recently, for
many, so long
ago – when,
with family and
friends present
in our Cathedral
at the Ordination
Mass, each of us
was given this
incomparable
gift of being
Bishop Ronald Gainer pours balsam into configured
the vessel of Chrism. The balsam gives to Christ in a
the oil its fragrant scent.
unique way to
serve His people
CHRISM MASS
in the Church.”
continued from 1
“It was the first time in
nearly 17 months, since
“It was wonderful to be with
our Priests’ Convocation
my brother priests at our
in October of 2019,
Chrism Mass,” Father Peter
that we were able to
Hahn, pastor of St. Leo the
all be together and
Great Parish in Rohrerstown,
concelebrate Mass with
told The Catholic Witness.
our bishop, and there
“The Presbyterate of any
Vessels of Chrism are seen prior to the
was such a sense of
Diocese is truly a ‘fraternity’
consecration of the Holy Oil.
joy and gratitude to be
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Bishop Gainer’s Easter Letter

Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,

This is the day the Lord
has made; let us rejoice
and be glad.
We hear these words
this Easter during the
Responsorial Psalm, yet,
after this past year of living
with the COVID-19 virus,
rejoicing might be the last
thing on our minds. With so
many in our communities
continuing to suffer the
challenges associated
with the pandemic – job
loss, separation from loved
ones, and, tragically, death
– it may seem that there
are few reasons to rejoice.
However, in that same
Psalm, we are told to
Give thanks to the
LORD, for he is good, or
his mercy endures forever.
Let the house of Israel
say, “His mercy endures
forever.”

Always showing His love,
compassion and mercy.
It is only because of that
empty tomb, because
of His sacrifice on Good
Friday, that we the have
reassurance that our Risen
Christ has defeated death
and He is the light of the
world. Nothing, neither
darkness nor despair
nor the coronavirus, will
overcome us with Christ at
our side.
This year, as we begin
to see the “light” at the end
of the pandemic tunnel, let
us not forget these words
from John 8:12,
Jesus spoke to them
again, saying, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the
light of life.”
Christ is indeed the light
of the world. Wherever we
find ourselves this Easter
on our life’s journey, may
Christ’s Paschal Mystery
be our joy and hope.
And may we never stop
rejoicing for the mighty
things the Father has done
and is doing even now for
us in Christ Jesus. Christ
is risen!

There are no doubts that
this past year has been
challenging, to say the
least. Through our time of
separation, it might have
seemed as if we were in
our own version of a tomb;
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
parted from those we love
Stained-glass window of the
and not able to gather
Resurrection,
at Assumption BVM
together, we have all faced
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Church in Centralia.
feelings of separation.
Perhaps we have felt like
the disciples who found an empty tomb on
Easter morning and were faced with confusion,
		
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
distress and possibly panic. Even in these
Bishop of Harrisburg
darkest of times, our Lord was always there.
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of COVID safety protocols. Due to the space
needed to accommodate the priests, the lay
faithful were unable to attend in person, and were
invited to watch instead from a livestream on the
Diocese’s YouTube channel.
A Fulfillment of Christ’s Work
During the Mass, the bishop blessed the Oil
of the Sick, contained in vessels adorned with
purple ribbon, and the Oil of the Catechumens, in
vessels with green ribbon. He also consecrated
the Sacred Chrism, adorned with white ribbon. All
of the oils were disbursed into smaller containers
that the priests returned to their parishes for

Priests of the Diocese fill St. Patrick Cathedral for
the Chrism Mass. During the Mass, they renew the
priestly promises they made at their ordination.

use in the
sacraments
in the
upcoming
year.
The Oil
of the Catechumens
strengthens
candidates
for receiving
the Sacraments of
Initiation as
they prepare
to enter the
Catholic
Church.
The Oil
of the
Sick
Deacon Scott Root, ordained to
provides
the permanent diaconate this past
the sick
September, brings forth a vessel of
with a
the Oil of the Sick to be blessed.
remedy
for illness
of mind and body, so that they may have
strength to bear their suffering, resist evil and
obtain the forgiveness of sins.
Sacred Chrism, mixed with fragrant
balsam, is used in the Sacraments of Baptism
and Confirmation, the anointing of priests
and bishops during ordination, and in the
dedication of new churches and altars.
In his homily, Bishop Gainer turned to the
Gospel (Luke 4:16-21) proclaimed during the
Mass, of Jesus reading the following passage
from the Prophet Isaiah in the synagogue
at Nazareth: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because He has anointed me to bring
glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the
Lord.”
After reading from Isaiah, Jesus says,
“Today, this passage is fulfilled in your
More CHRISM MASS
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CHRISM MASS
continued from 4
hearing.”
“Given the timelessness of
our salvation, the salvation
that Christ has won for us, it
can truly be said that today is
the acceptable time,” Bishop
Gainer remarked. “This is the
year of acceptance, so that
whenever Jesus is accepted
as Lord and Savior, the effects
of his liberation, the release
accomplished by the Paschal
Mystery, is ever present.”
As the sacramental
anointings take place this
coming year with the Sacred
Chrism and the Oils of the Sick
and of the Catechumens, “those
present will recognize – even
if incompletely – that the living
word and liberating work of
Christ is being fulfilled at that
very moment, in their hearing, in
their being anointed,” the bishop
said.
“The Mass of the Oils seems
to stand above liturgical time
to help us see that Christ is
the same yesterday, today and
tomorrow,” he continued.
“It is this same Jesus Christ
whom we encounter daily in
our sacraments. He is with us
from the very beginning to the
very end of our life’s journey,”
he said. “Today, at this time and
in this place, let us be joyful
and grateful, that we have
been anointed with the oil of
gladness.”
A Communion in Sacred
Ministry
Renewing the promises of
priestly service that they made
on the day of their ordination,
the priests stood before Bishop
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Gainer and
resolved to be
more united with
the Lord Jesus,
to confirm the
promises they
made about
sacred duties
toward the
Church, to be
faithful stewards
of the mysteries
of God, and
to faithfully
discharge the
Sacred Office of
teaching.
The bishop
reminded
them that the
Holy Oils are
“visible, tangible
reminders of our
communion in
sacred ministry.”
He also spoke
of other ways in
Deacons bring forth the holy oils to Father
which they are
Jonathan Sawicki, Diocesan Director of
united in priestly
Vocations, who arranges them for the blessing.
fraternity: in the
Sacrament of
Resurrection,” Bishop Gainer
Holy Orders;
said.
in their efforts to address the
“I hope and pray that our lost
challenges and struggles
opportunities
to gather in person
presented by the pandemic;
and the many challenges that
in mourning eight priests
we have had to navigate this
who died in 2020 and the
past year have increased our
inability to celebrate traditional
appreciation for our priestly
Funeral Rites for them due to
COVID-19; and in their pastoral fraternity, our unity with our
deacons, the religious and the
concern for the people of
lay faithful, and that these lost
their parishes, many of whom
opportunities have deepened
have struggled financially and
our resolve to cherish and
emotionally in this past year.
support one another in every
“Most especially, we are
practical way that we can,” he
united in faith as we begin
told them.
this Holy Week, soon to cross
over into the three days of the
More CHRISM MASS
Lord’s suffering, death and
page 6
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again in such gratitude and
thanksgiving to God for His
constant grace, mercy and
peace,” Father Hahn added.
“One of the most humbling
experiences of all priests is
when the faithful send cards
with prayers or express
to them their continuing
prayers and thanks for their
priesthood. Over the past
year, these expressions have
been so uplifting as we know
how all of us continue to
suffer from the loss of loved
ones and the continuing
isolation and separation,”
Father Hahn said. “The
Chrism Mass simply brings
all of this to mind and, this
year, especially, left me
with inexpressible thanks
Bishop Ronald Gainer breathes into for the gift of the priesthood
the Sacred Chrism, symbolizing the and for the graces that God
coming down of the Holy Spirit to continues to shower upon us
consecrate the oil. and His people.”

Father Hahn expressed
the significance of priestly
fraternity, especially in
the midst of the struggles
associated with the
pandemic.
“The past year has been
one of great challenges for
all of us, and it is vital for
priests to share with one
another those struggles that
we have had,” he said. “Yet,
all of us know that each of
us – priests, religious and
lay faithful – are united to
Christ in our Baptism, and
so that means for all of us
that we are united to Him
in our suffering, that He
always carries our crosses
since they are united to
His.”
He also shared what he
experienced as he renewed
his promises alongside his
brother priests.
“As I am sure for all priests, when I
renew those promises made on the day I
was ordained, I am taken to that day, for
me now 19 years ago. I remember the
awe and wonder that filled my heart. I
remember the joy that filled my heart as I
distributed Holy Communion to my mother,
my brothers and sister and their families
and all friends that had gathered that
day. And my mind was filled with so many
memories over the years of ministering to
God’s people, of sharing great events of
happiness like weddings and baptisms,
but also those events of great sadness
and loss, such as anointing one about to
be called home to the Lord, celebrating
Funeral Masses, hearing Confessions and
trying to bring Christ’s healing to another,”
he reflected.
“It’s hard to describe, but 19 years of
memories flooded my mind and heart

Harrisburg Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women
95th Annual Convention
held virtually and free to attend

Saturday, April 17, from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

“Rejoice and Be Thankful”
Keynote Speaker: Sarah Christmyer
Author and adjunct faculty member at
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary
Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer
Workshops on forgiveness, listening
and faith-based exercise
Visit www.hdccw.webs.com for more information
and a registration form.
RSVP by April 9.
Contact Diane Roskos for more information:
HDCCWconvention@gmail.com or 717-991-1605
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Inspired Parishioner Prepares and Sells More than
800 Quarts of Soup in Fundraiser for Catholic Charities

By Jen Reed
annual Souper Bowl Sunday Sale.
The Catholic Witness
Held annually in conjunction with the NFL’s
In Lower Paxton Township, not far from
championship game, the Souper Bowl Sunday
the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg, Maryellen
Sale typically takes place in several parishes,
Santanna is known as “the soup lady.”
with sales of homemade soups supporting
A member of
Catholic Charities’
Holy Name of
Homes for Healing:
Jesus Parish
Evergreen House
in Harrisburg,
for women in
Santanna has
recovery from
been putting her
addiction,
culinary skills to
Lourdeshouse
work for the benefit
Maternity Home
of Catholic Charities
and the Interfaith
and its programs
Shelter for
that provide help
Homeless Families.
and create hope for
Every year
people in need.
since joining in the
In the past six
effort, Santanna
months, Santanna
has increased the
has chopped,
amount of soup she
JEN
REED,
THE
CATHOLIC
WITNESS
diced, rolled, sliced
makes, including
Maryellen Santanna makes a pot of Italian wedding adding baked
and boiled to
soup, one of 20 varieties she has made as a fundraiser goods to increase
create1,000 quarts
for Catholic Charities. profits.
of soup – 800 of
which have been
“My goal was
sold to raise a total of $5,100.
always, ‘If we can make this much this week, how
From beef barley and chicken tortellini to
much more can we make next week?’” Santanna
minestrone and sausage with gnocchi, she’s
said of her competitive nature.
done it all from her own kitchen, with quality
Last year’s sale at Holy Name netted $4,000
ingredients that she purchases out of her own
for Catholic Charities among the parish’s soup
pocket.
makers – an amount she topped single-handedly.
“I haven’t kept track of the amount of
Due to the pandemic, Catholic Charities didn’t
ingredients I’ve bought, because I’ve done it
hold the Souper Bowl sale this year.
over such a long period of time,” Santanna said
Santanna initially set out to raise $2,500,
from her kitchen on a recent Friday morning, the
a goal that increased along with demand – a
scent of meatballs emanating from a pot of Italian demand that started in October, when neighbors
wedding soup while cobs of corn simmered in
familiar with her soup-making skills began
another.
inquiring about her menu for the season. It’s an
“I think the thing people like about my soups is, extensive list of 20 types, from Autumn squash to
I’m not stingy at all. It’s a full quart,” she said. “I
Zuppa Toscana.
like soup that is very hearty – I don’t like a lot of
When neighborhood sales netted $700 for
broth – so all of my soups you could almost eat
Catholic Charities by December, Santanna
with a fork.”
decided to advertise her sale on the Neighbors of
Santanna’s efforts of making soup to benefit
Lower Paxton’s Facebook page.
Catholic Charities began four years ago, when
She wasn’t expecting the overwhelming
she responded to a parish bulletin announcement response that followed.
seeking volunteers to assist with the non-profit’s
More SOUP, page 8
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“I thought, ‘I don’t know most of
these people. Who is going to
order soup from someone they
don’t know?’ But I was blown
away with orders,” Santanna
said.
In advertising the sale, she
explained the work of Catholic
Charities – particularly the
three Homes for Healing – and
the organization’s work to help
people in need, regardless of
their religious affiliation.
“So many of the people who
came to pick [the soup] up know
the good that Catholic Charities
does. When you mention the
causes Catholic Charities
supports, they see how
wonderful it is,” she said. “Some
people didn’t want the change
that I owed them, or added $5,
$10 or $20 dollars to it.”
One generous man in her
neighborhood ordered four
quarts. When Santanna saw
that the man had given $400
online instead of the $28 he
owed, she sent him an e-mail
to notify him of the error. He
wrote back, “It wasn’t a mistake.
I think you are doing something
really great, and I wanted to
donate.”
On March 24, Santanna
presented a check to Catholic
Charities for $4,400, to total
$5,100 in donations so far.
“On behalf of Catholic
Charities and me personally, I
cannot thank Maryellen enough
for her tireless efforts to support
our soup sale,” said Dr. Mark
Totaro, Executive Director and
CEO of Catholic Charities.
“Maryellen has been an ongoing
supporter of the soup sale and
Catholic Charities for many,
many years. She really puts into
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practice the Corporal Works of
“Even in difficult times, there
Mercy.
are ways that you can make
“Our annual Souper Bowl
an effort to help, and to think
Sunday Sale has become more outside the box. I hope people
successful each year, and the
will start thinking of ways to help
event has raised thousands
– not only for Catholic Charities,
of dollars for our Homes for
but for every organization,” she
Healing. Maryellen has been
said.
involved with the sale for many
Her sales continue, with 200
years, and we appreciate
quarts in her freezer, waiting
her wonderful efforts,” said
to be sold. Will she continue
Chris Meehan, Director of
cooking beyond that? It remains
Development for Catholic
to be seen. She thought she
Charities. “Her work this year,
had reached a stopping point
especially given the challenges
earlier this year.
with the pandemic, is extremely
“I’d get to a point where I’d
impressive.”
say, ‘Ok, I’m not to making any
Santanna isn’t finished with
more this season,’ and I’d wake
her fundraising effort just yet.
up the next morning and start
She will donate at least an
making more,” Santanna said.
additional $200 from sales
“I never, ever thought I would
made since the recent check
get to this number. With my
presentation.
competitive nature, I’ll have to
“Catholic Charities is a
start planning for next year.”
wonderful organization, and I
(For information on Maryellen
thought it would be good to help Santanna’s soup sale, contact
them out. This year, I thought
her via e-mail at souplady700@
it would be even more helpful
gmail.com. Learn more about
because they usually have
Catholic Charities and its
seven churches participate in
programs at www.cchbg.org.)
the soup sale,” she said.
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Maryellen Santanna presents a check to Chris Meehan and
Dr. Mark Totaro, to benefit Catholic Charities.
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Retreat for Religious Sisters Examines a Spirituality of Nonviolence
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
On the eve of the start
of Holy Week, religious
Sisters from the various
communities serving in
the Diocese gathered for
a virtual retreat, organized
by the Diocesan Sisters’
Council.
The retreat began with
Holy Mass celebrated by
Bishop Ronald Gainer and
concelebrated by Father
William Forrey, Diocesan
Secretary for Clergy and
Consecrated Life, from the
Diocesan Center chapel.
Sister Anita Constance, a
Sister of Charity serving in
the Diocese of Paterson,
N.J., served as the
presenter, focusing on “A
Spirituality of Nonviolence.”
The March 27 retreat
was offered via Zoom,
facilitated by Sister
Geralyn Schmidt, SCC,
Diocesan Wide-Area
Network Coordinator and
Director of Formation for
Wives for the Permanent
Diaconate Formation
Program. Sister Carol
Schuyler, SCC, who
teaches at Bishop
McDevitt High School,
served as the lector for
the Mass.
The day’s Gospel was
from John 11:45-56, in
which the high priest
Caiaphas prophesizes
that Jesus will die for the
nation. At the conclusion
of the passage, which
begins the events of
Jesus’ sacrifice, the Lord
More RETREAT, on 10
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Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father William Forrey, Diocesan Secretary
for Clergy and Consecrated Life, concelebrate Mass for the virtual
Sisters’ Retreat. Christian Charity Sisters, Sister Geralyn Schmidt and
Sister Carol Schuyler were present to facilitate the Zoom session for
the Sisters and serve as lector, respectively.

Streamed on the Zoom platform, Sister Anita Constance, a Sister of
Charity, presents her reflection on a spirituality of nonviolence.
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and then incarnating that love for others – a
going inward and down deep. A good place to
start the journey to nonviolence is to explore
the love of self and the depths of God’s
love for us,” said Sister Anita Constance.
“Without self-love, any claims to nonviolence
are sounding gongs and clanging symbols,
Bishop
because we cannot give what we don’t have.”
Gainer is
The author, spiritual director and retreat
reflected
leader stressed: “The image of God in us is
during the
the very essence of peace and compassion.”
Liturgy of the
“The foundation of nonviolence doesn’t
Eucharist.
start with long fasts and civil disobedience. It
starts with you,” she said.
Pointing to the “tougher demands” this
spirituality makes, she gave examples of the
subtle acts of violence that exist within us.
“It is as subtle as my quick reactions to the
driver who cuts me off; annoyance when my
opinions are not accepted or not respected;
the quick judgments we make about another
person, the sizing up that we do, and putting
labels on others without even thinking,” she
said. “Taking part in gossip gives us the
RETREAT, continued from 9
opportunity to spread unkindness or falsehoods.
goes away to Ephraim with the disciples, where
And resentments – they end up hurting us, not the
they spend time in reflection, anticipation and
person we resent. They sit in our hearts and burn
prayer.
away our peace. Resentment cuts us off from one
“Sisters, this retreat day is your Ephraim with
another. It feeds division, not community.”
Jesus, a time that you’ve chosen to come away to
“God is about relationships and connections.
be with Him, to listen to Him…to take some time
Peace is about seeing ourselves in the other
for prayer, and to reflect and prepare,” Bishop
person,” Sister Anita Constance said.
Gainer said.
“The compassion that moves our hearts to free
“May this day be a day of great blessing for
others from the chains of injustice begins with
you – a time of companionship with Jesus,
compassion for ourselves. The just and peaceful
with those around you, and a time of entrusting
world we hope to bring about begins first within
yourselves more fully to Our Lord, as I imagine
our own hearts,” she reflected. “With depths of
those first disciples did when they were with him
compassion and unconditional love, God disarms
in Ephraim.”
us. In Jesus, God makes it clear that peace is
Continuing the retreat, Sister Anita Constance
God’s original intention for us.”
offered a two-part presentation from her location
“A spirituality of nonviolence brings us to the
in the Diocese of Paterson, focusing on the
breadth of God’s love, only by loving,” she said.
underpinnings of a spirituality of nonviolence.
“Only by bending down to help over, and over,
Recalling the examples of such people as
and over again, to be kind and gentle through
Blessed Oscar Romero, Dr. Martin Luther King,
difficult and hard-hearted days, to offer our simple
Jr., John Lewis and Sister Dorothy Stang, she
gifts to a broken world, to keep courage and hope
reflected that “they taught us nonviolence can
alive during the worst of times; only in the striving
never be equated with passivity. Just the opposite. for a nonviolent spirituality will our restless spirits
It is the essence of courage, creativity and action.” find meaning; only in the struggle for a nonviolent
“A spirituality of nonviolence has something
heart will our restless spirits be satisfied, and then
to do with grasping fully the depth of God’s love,
we’ll be able to give from that abundance.”
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The Called

A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Sister Lourdes Kennedy, SSJ
Hometown: Born in Scranton, Pa.,
raised in East Landsdowne, Pa.
Education: St. Cyril School in East
Landsdowne, Pa.; West Catholic High
School, Philadelphia; Chestnut Hill
College; Providence College, Boston
College
Current Assignment: Retired, in
residence at St. Philip Convent in
Lafayette Hill, Pa. Former Assistant
Superintendent for the Diocese of
Harrisburg
Tell me about your childhood.
I was born in Scranton – my
parents were from there – but
we moved to Delaware County,
outside of Philadelphia, before
I started school. My aunts and
uncles and the rest of the family
remained in Scranton.
I’m a middle child, between
and older brother and a younger
sister. I loved school. Friends
and people who know me
wouldn’t be surprised that I was
active in everything – sports,
CYO.
My home had a strong faith.
Both of my parents had siblings
in religious life, so we had
family devotional things. We
had the Rosary, we had Advent
practices. When people hear
that, they might think “holy,”
but I have to assure them that
with the interactions with three
siblings, we were a very normal
family.
My home parish, and where
I went to school, was St. Cyril’s
in East Landsdowne, Delaware
County. Unfortunately, now it’s
closed. I went to West Catholic
High School. My grade school

was at the parish, and the high
schools were regional, so we
went from Delaware County to
West Philadelphia.
My dad worked for
Westinghouse as a machinist.
My mom was a homemaker.
One of the things I have
marveled at in being a teacher
– and so have my siblings – is
that my parents were from large
families, neither one of them
had a high school diploma, both
of them worked because they
had a lot of kids after them in
the family and they needed the
money. When I went to college
and looked at books in the
attic, I could see that my dad
was doing things that would
have been early Calculus. My
mother could write and manage
things. Being an educator, I
was amazed. My mom always
minded that she didn’t have a
high school diploma, but when
she finished eighth grade, the
doctors said somebody had to
help my grandmother or she
wouldn’t live to raise the rest
of the family. What my mother
could do – she could have the

degrees that I have, plus more.
I am incredibly proud of them.
When did you first start
thinking about religious life?
When I was growing up,
most little girls in second grade
wanted to be Sisters, and so did
I. But the thought left me, and
later I thought I’d be a nurse. It
was during high school that the
invitation surfaced again, and
by the time I was a senior, I felt
it was time to find if this really
was where God was inviting me
to spend my life.
My mother was one of 11.
She had a brother who was
a priest and two sisters who
were Sisters of Christian
Charity. My dad had a sister
who was an Immaculate Heart
Sister. My grade school had
Immaculate Heart Sisters.
My high school had seven
religious communities, four of
which I had never seen before,
including Sisters of St. Joseph.
I loved my aunts. There is
nothing negative about them
or their religious communities.
However, it was a Sister of St.
Joseph in my freshman year
whose example really made
me think about religious life. I
couldn’t imagine why someone
that attractive, that smart, that
funny, kind and personable
would waste her life being a
nun. I was 14 at the time that
I met her, and I had her again
in my sophomore year. It was
really through her that God
nurtured this invitation.
It certainly wasn’t a surprise
to my family when I considered
entering. It was the example
of somebody that you’d look at
More THE CALLED
page 12
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contined from 11
and think, “She could have done
anything, been anything, had
15 boyfriends. Why would she
choose to be a nun?”
Did you enter the convent
right out of high school, and
what was it like at the time?
Yes, that was in 1957. It was
totally different than it is today.
First of all, 72 of us entered
the community together. Six or
seven were college graduates,
some had been lay teachers.
But probably more than half
of us came straight from high
school.
On the other hand, because
the world was different, I think
there was more maturity even
in the ones who came from high
school. We had held part-time
jobs and got around on our own
and managed our money.
In entering, we would have
group classes in Theology
and prayer and religious life,
whereas a woman entering
now would have more personal
instruction. We practiced
religious life and did it as a
group. We’re happy we had the
support of a group of friends.
There was lots of room for fun.
We were college age, so we
had to get some of that humor
worked out, which meant we’d
put on shows using minimal
props that came from janitorial
closets. The creativity was
wonderful!
We formed lifelong
friendships that are still there.
We know we were blessed
by having a group of people
around our age who went
through life’s adventures
together.

I made my final vows in 1965.
We were only 9 fewer in our
group. Instead of 72, we were
63.
I went to Chestnut Hill, which
is our community college,
and then did grad school at
Providence College and Boston
College.
Did you choose Lourdes as
your religious name?
No, it’s my baptismal name.
My religious name was Charles
de Lourdes, after my father,
Charles. My mother had great
devotion to Our Lady. My
mother’s name was Mary.
My father had a sister named
Mary. His three brothers who
were married ahead of him all
married Marys, and they all
named their first girl Mary. In
that family, they were Mary A.,
Mary L., Mary K. because there
were so many Marys. My mom
couldn’t name me Mary too,
because it was too many.
When I was a little girl, I
didn’t appreciate having such a
different name, so I used to say
to my mom, “Didn’t you ever
hear of Maureen or something
like that?” But when I got older,
I came to love it, and I’m really
happy that it is my baptismal
name. My sister is Marita,
because my mother heard of
that later. If she had had nine
girls, I’m sure there would have
been Maureen and Fatima, etc.
Tell me about some of the
places you’ve served.
I’ve been in Philadelphia and
surrounding areas, Washington,
Baltimore, north Jersey
and Harrisburg. I’ve loved
teaching, but I’ve really enjoyed
everything I’ve done: teaching,
administration, director of

religious education and pastoral
care.
It’s always a privilege to be
a part of parish community and
share life with the staff and their
parents. They all have stories,
and I love stories. I always felt
at home and loved what I did.
Up until going to Harrisburg, I
always got a letter or a list from
the motherhouse that you were
going to a new assignment;
you didn’t apply for anything.
If I did that then, I would still
be teaching because I loved
it so much. Each assignment
I went to, the community saw
your potential, so you went and
you did it. I’m happy that each
assignment I liked and I would
have kept on doing it.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg,
you served as Assistant
Superintendent.
I came in 1989, and it was my
only assignment there.
It’s always good to have
done the jobs that you’re
overseeing, when you come to
administration. I see that as I
observe health care workers. If
you start as a PCA and become
a CNA, then an LPN and then
an RN, you know everything
below. When I would advise
people getting a degree, I’d
encourage them to get double
majors, because you bring
everything to the next level and
that makes you more able to
coach people or help them. I
don’t know what I’d bring, for
example, if I walked in to a
school as a principal but hadn’t
been in education before.

More THE CALLED
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Did that previous experience
benefit the relationship you
had with principals and
teachers when you served in
the Education Department?
Definitely. I used to tell the
new teachers, “Ok, you’ve met
the pastor and the principal,
and they are the leadership.
Your two best friends in a
school are the secretary and the
maintenance man. You will be
more successful because they
can help you out.” Yes, I have
graduate degrees in education,
but if I didn’t know to lick your
finger and put it on the stopper
at the boys’ bathroom door to
keep it from slamming, it’s going
to drive me nuts all afternoon
because of a banging door.
Nobody teaches you that stuff in
grad school!
What are your fondest
memories of the Diocese of
Harrisburg?
I came to this Diocese and its
15 counties that I knew nothing
about. I had not been stationed
west of Philadelphia before.
I inherited a precious deck of
index cards with directions to
every school. I clung to them.
Interestingly, after a while, I
didn’t need them anymore. I’d
get up in the morning and I’d
say to myself, “Am I going up
81 or 11, am I going down 283
or 15, or am I going across the
river?”
I loved being with the
teachers in the workshops at
the Diocesan Center. I enjoyed
working with the new teachers
in the induction program and
encouraging them in their gifts.
Most people don’t see their own

gifts; they need somebody else
to see and to show them.
It was joyful for me to watch
one of my inductees grow into
a strong teacher and become
a principal while I was there.
The mission will continue if fine
young people pick up the spirit
of Catholic education and want
to continue it.
School visits were fun
because the kids are there.
There was a kindergartener
at St. Joan of Arc in Hershey
who, when I asked if I could join
their class, said, “No, no, you’re
too old. You’re even older than
college.”
Once, there was a visit to
Corpus Christi in Chambersburg
that I had to cancel a couple
times because of snow, and
I said to the second-graders
when I finally got there, “What
can I do, that I don’t have to
keep canceling my visits?” They
brainstormed, and one of them
said, “Get a school bus that
pushes heat out the front, and
put dune-buggy tires on it.” It’s
that kind of stuff with kids that I
loved.
Seeing St. Monica in
Sunbury become one of the ten
national schools recognized for
technology at that time, in the
early days of technology, was
a great thing. I also got to see
the different parishes and areas
have their distinct religious
celebrations. I used to say I felt
like the Pony Express going out,
and I was always so welcomed
when I got there.
I was proud of the creativity
that I saw in teachers,
especially in schools with limited
resources. They found ways
to create good opportunities
for their students. It was

wonderful to be able to affirm
teachers, principals, pastors,
parents, grandparents, and
sometimes offer suggestions.
Obviously, you can tell that
I loved it there. I was in the
Diocese of Harrisburg for 14
years, until 2003. My bosses
would have said, “Wasn’t it 114
years instead of 14?” But Msgr.
Lawrence had white hair before
he got me, and Father Quinlan
isn’t bald yet!
Do you get to visit the
Diocese often?
I have some people that I
continue to exchange Christmas
cards with, and I come
back once a year to see my
oncologist. I stay at Holy Name
and see Sister Rita Smith there,
and make a visit to see some of
the Diocesan Center staff that I
know.
What is your ministry now?
I retired about a year and
a half ago. I had been doing
pastoral care with our Sisters
at our community retirement
home. I delighted in working on
the memory care floor. I was
famous for my parties; always
in costume, with music, and my
crazy socks.
I now volunteer at the Villa,
but because of the pandemic I
can’t do some things. I used to
take Communion to the hospital
one day a week, and I helped
in our parish school one day a
week. I can’t do either one of
those now. But I still help at the
Villa in a more limited capacity.
I recently went with one of
my memory care folks to their
doctor’s appointment. Working
More THE CALLED
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with them enables me to have fun, because they
delight in things. What better thing can you do
than that!
You’ve always had a good sense of humor,
and like to dress up in costume for Halloween
and other celebrations. Where does that stem
from?
We certainly had a sense of humor in our
family, especially my father, who was very dry.
With my siblings, we can really do a number on
each other with humor. It doesn’t take a lot of
words, and there’s nothing like siblings to keep
you humble.
Sometimes people will say “I could never wear
a costume like that,” or “I can’t do all those silly
things you do.” That doesn’t even enter my mind.
I don’t care how crazy something is; it’s fun and
people enjoy it.
It’s even more so around folks with dementia.
One of the things I quickly saw is that you live in
their world. You don’t try and straighten out their
world. For example, if a 92-year-old Sister says
she wants to get on the elevator and go down to
visit her mother, I don’t tell her that her mother
died 30 years ago. I jump on the elevator with her
and say, “I’ve never met your mother, let’s go!”
I go with her because I know she’s going to be
tired by the time she gets to the front door. I’m
not going to tell her no. She has run schools and
done so much in her life, and now I’m going to
tell her she can’t go to the front door? I go to the
front door with her and say, “You know, it’s getting
dark and the car isn’t here. Can you wait until
tomorrow?” And she’ll be OK with that, and we’ll
go back up to her room. You need to live in their
world, wherever they are.
It’s great to have the experience of being with
people at the end of their life and enjoying it. You
give them connections and love.
There was an article in our community
magazine on the liturgist and the sacristan that
I rope in to do parties with me. It was Cinco de
Mayo, and we had a party. The word the author
used was “Joy.” They used pictures from the
party, and we were dressed up, and that’s great!
God meant for us to enjoy our days.

What advice might you give to a woman who
is considering the call to religious life?
Three things strike me. The first is prayer. Take
it to prayer, reflect on it and listen for what God
has to say. The second is, find a spiritual guide
or director you can talk to about the invitation and
what you’re feeling.
Third, hang out with the nuns you’re
considering you’d like to get to know better. I
was talking with a friend of mine who I went to
high school with and who was in my group in the
convent. We were talking about this the other
day. You have to spend time with people and feel
the interaction, the spirit – nowadays, we call it
charism. Does this feel like it’s right for you? I
look at other religious communities and I have
great admiration for what they do, but it wouldn’t
fit for me. My friend said, “That’s what we did
when we hung around in the activities office after
school, or went to some event with the nuns, so
we could get a feel for it.”
What hobbies do you enjoy?
Because my brother is committed to Father
Chuck’s Challenge, which is a group that raises
money to build homes in Nicaragua and Haiti,
I’ve been involved in that. I’ve been fortunate
to visit the villages in Nicaragua and Haiti on
a mission trip. My contribution is stuffing the
mailings and standing at the church door to give
out the literature while he is preaching. It’s such
an enriching and broadening thing. We have no
idea of the poverty there.
I also crochet hats for the homeless, which
go down to the Franciscan food kitchen in north
Philadelphia. I like reading and walking, and
getting together with friends when the pandemic
lets us do that.
(Interview conducted by Jen Reed, The
Catholic Witness.)
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A Beatitude for Unity
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, I came
across the NOVA science
program on PBS. This specific
broadcast was about the heart
and its function within the body.
One of the many surprising
things I learned about the heart
was that a living heart cell
pulsates in rhythm. During the
program, they actually showed
one beating! To my amazement,
I learned that separate heart
cells will pulsate according to
their “own” rhythm until they
touch another cell. These two
cells will then pulsate in unison
in an entirely different rhythm.
Once they “touch,” they are
changed and work as one.
Keep this in mind as I
finalize the series on Pope
Francis’ Beatitudes for a new
age. His last one is: “Blessed
are those who pray and work
for full communion between
Christians.”
As I prepared for this article, I
went to the internet to do some
research about Pope Francis
on this topic. What I learned
blew my mind! Did you know
that Christianity unity was one
of the three primary objectives
of Vatican Council II, along
with the renewal of the liturgy
and promoting peace and unity
among all peoples and nations?
We have been working at this
for more than 50 years? A part
of me thinks, “All this time and
we still haven’t gotten it right?
Well, where there is life, there is
hope.”
Even though these “modern
day” Beatitudes were penned

by Pope Francis in 2016, this
last one, I believe, can be
viewed through the lens of
our global crisis. COVID has
affected every person in every
country throughout the entire
world. Yes, I know you know
this, but, at least for me, this
reality stresses the fact that we
are all interconnected, that we
all belong to one family created
by God. Through this lens, it
doesn’t matter where you live,
our actions truly affect people
across the world! We are indeed
all in this together. There is an
inter-country unity fighting this
like we have never seen before!
Besides the pandemic,
we, as Americans, have seen
the fracturing of our country
across racial and political lines.
Reports on the news focus on
the cries of political and racial
unrest. It seems, at least to
me, that many people have
forgotten how to talk civilly with
each other when they come
to a topic from opposite view
points. It is immediately, “If you
don’t agree with me then you
are my enemy! Let’s fight!” It
almost seems that we are in a
constant flight or fight mode.
Another part of this unrest is
the societal attitude that if you
stand for anything that has to do
with a religious belief, you are
prejudiced, antiquated, and out
of touch.
What a tangled mess this
is. Yet, all we need is one
individual to stand up to work for
communion between peoples.
What does that look like? First,
by listening without judging.
Different experiences and

perspectives cause
people to
behave in
a different
way.
We
get that
different
countries
and
national“Thoughts from a
ities have Catholic Evangelist”
different
cultures. But, have you ever
stopped to think that each
family unit (I am aware that
“family” can be defined very
differently among people) has
a “culture” that is unique within
it? Each place of business also
has a culture that is unique to it.
As a friend once told me, “We
have rules!” Those rules, even
the ones that are not spoken,
are the building bricks of what
culture is all about.
Taking off the lens of the
pandemic and looking at this
Beatitude as it was written,
have you ever thought, “The
Catholic Church is unique
because Christ, her founder,
has endowed her with all the
means of salvation: the fullness
of the elements of sanctification
and truth that God intends
for his people.” (Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, 8,
14 and Decree on Ecumenism,
3: both documents from the
Vatican Council) Basically,
these documents seek unity in
truth.
And here is where it gets
even trickier. Even though
society declares that truth is
dependent on what “I” think, we
More MUSINGS, page 16
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your
prayers the happy repose of these recently departed souls
and the consolation of their loved ones.
Berwick
St. Joseph:
Rose V. Miller  
Buchanan Valley
St. Ignatius Loyola:
Anthony “Tony” Zurvalec
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Matilda Palombi
Mildred Radocha
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Kathleen Marie Smith
Ray Francis Groft
Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus:
Roger D. Fornstrom, Sr.
Lancaster
St. John Neumann:
Thomas Kealey

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in April during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Donald Adams, 1996
Father Patrick D’Alessandro, 1996

Mechanicsburg
St. Katharine Drexel:
Ruth Schultz
Ruth Ann Lewis
Scott Carmody

Deacon Arthur Colonell, 1996
Father Anthony Burakowski, 2002
Father Curtis Delarm, 2005

Milton
St. Joseph:
Richard Szemplinski

Father Mark Matthew Casey, OMI, 2007
Father Gerald Lytle, 2012

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Vilma L. Baldwin

Deacon Charles Clark, 2012
Father Daniel Menniti, 2015

York
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
Margaret Flinchbaugh
Patricia Ramos

Deacon Thomas Flannery, 2018
Father Joseph Carolin, 2020
Deacon Martin C. Light Sr., 2020
Father Clarence Olszewski, 2020

St. Joseph:
Robert E. Poletti
James Battista

MUSINGS, continued from 15
believe that there is an objective truth that has
been given to us by God Himself.
In short, we are called to listen in love to
those who disagree with us. That profound
listening causes our hearts to beat as one.
This is what Jesus prayed in his priestly prayer
before his death, “That all may be one!”
I can hear you say, “Come on Sister, how
can I, someone from ____ (insert hometown
here) work for Christian unity?” Yes, most of us
are not on the front lines, but you can work for
it! First and foremost, through prayer. Second,
make a conscious effort to actually listen to
people who believe differently than you do! If
we all do this, unity would be felt throughout
the earth. Our hearts would beat as one!

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women’s
Scholarship Program
The Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
will award a $1,000 scholarship to a Catholic
senior high school girl for the freshman
year 2021-2022 at an accredited college,
university or trade school.
Applicants must be sponsored by a mother,
grandmother or guardian who is a member
of a Parish Council of Catholic Women,
and both must be residents of the Diocese
of Harrisburg. Receive an application by
contacting Joyce Scott, Scholarship Chair, at
717-737-0927 or joynbob10@aol.com.
Application deadline is May 1, 2021.

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

Live, virtual Caelorum
Facebook event with praise,
worship and Scripture reflection,
April 7 at 7 p.m. A link to the
live event will be available at the
Caelorum Facebook page. Call
Lou at 717-215-4175 with any
questions.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in 2022 with Father
Michael Reid, pastor of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish in
Hanover. Father Reid will lead
a group of 24 pilgrims on an
active and spiritual tour of the
Holy Land, Jan. 31-Feb. 11,
2022. The 12-day itinerary
organized by Select International
Tours includes Mount Tabor,
Nazareth, Cana, Galilee, Tabgha,
Magdala, Mount of Beatitudes,
Capernaum, Mount Carmel,
Caesaria Maritima, Bethlehem,
Shepherd’s Field, Jericho,
Baptism Site, The Dead Sea
(with optional visit to Masada),
Mount of Olives, Mount Zion,
Jerusalem, St Anne’s Church,
and Ein Karem. Land and Air
cost is $3,695; a deposit of
$500 is required by Oct. 3,
2021. Flights depart from and
return to Newark International
Airport. For a brochure and
other information, please contact
Father Reid at 717-637-4625,
ext. 113.
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“Deep Calls to Deep” is
a virtual, guided, retreat,
April 17 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
sponsored by the Saint Cyril
Spiritual Center in Danville. The
retreat is presented by LuAnn
Sgrecci O’Connell and Lois
Miller. This is a guided retreat
that will allow you to spend
a day exploring new prayer
practices and revisiting others
as a means of going deeper with
God, including centering prayer
and praying with collage. The
day will consist of guided
prayer experiences, teaching
and sharing. “Prayer is sitting in
the silence until it silences us,
choosing gratitude until we are
grateful, and praising God until
we ourselves are acts of praise,”
said Father Richard Rohr.
LuAnn is a life-long explorer,
learner and teacher. Her current
roles are spiritual director,
retreat leader, and “retired”
homeschool mom to five, and
co-op lit teacher. Her degrees
in economics and public policy
analysis inform her concern for
politics and social justice. Lois is
a spiritual director who received
her training through Kairos
School of Spiritual Formation.
Lois has a B.S. in elementary
education. Currently, Lois is
involved in pastoral care and
prayer ministries in her church,
and companioning others as a
spiritual director and mentor. For
details and to register by April 9,
call 570-275-3581 or visit www.
sscm.org. After registering, you
will be contacted via your email
for a link.

Education &
Enrichment
The Beginning Experience
Team for the Harrisburg
Diocese will hold a Beginning
Experience Weekend April
16-18 at Camp Kirchenwald
in Lebanon. The weekends
are an approved program
designed for those suffering
the loss of a spouse through
death, divorce or separation.
Hundreds of persons have
been helped to move towards
successful, productive,
happy lives by attending
one of these weekends. The
weekend is led by persons
who have lost a spouse
through death or divorce and
are trained in facilitating a
weekend. Each Beginning
Experience Team is certified
by the International Beginning
Experience Organization.
Beginning Experience is your
Church at work to provide
help, healing and spiritual
restoration. Check the
Harrisburg Diocesan website,
www.hbgdiocese.org and visit
“marriage and family,” or go
to www.beginningexperience.
org. Information can also
be obtained by contacting
the Harrisburg Beginning
Experience Team at 717379-0800 or jpennat_58@
comcast.net. Masks and social
distancing will be required.
Temperatures will be taken on
arrival. Anyone sick will have
More NOTEBOOK, page 18
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The Vatican International
Exhibit of Eucharistic
to leave the weekend. Private
Miracles of the World,
rooms, hand sanitizer, masks,
hosted at Sacred Heart of
gloves will be available. Number Jesus Parish in Cornwall,
of people to attend the weekend April 4-11. This photographic
will be limited due to COVID
exhibit tells the stories of 153
regulations. This program could Church-approved Eucharistic
be cancelled pending changing
Miracles, displaying the events
pandemic circumstances.
where the presence of Jesus in
The Harrisburg Diocesan
the Eucharist has been made
Council of Catholic Women
physically present in flesh
th
will host their 95 annual
and blood, became luminous
Convention, April 17
or appeared with images. The
from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in a
exhibit will be available for
virtual format. All women
viewing in the Parish Center
of the Diocese are invited
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day
to participate. The theme is
from April 4-11.
“Rejoice and Be Thankful.”
Diocesan Office of Vocations’
Bishop Ronald Gainer
bi-monthly Zoom discernment
will celebrate the Mass. Keynote group. Young men (junior year
speaker, Sarah Christmyer, is the in high school through young
author of “Becoming Women
adults) are invited to take part
of the World: How to Answer
in this online discussion. To
God’s Call with Purpose and
register, e-mail the Office
Joy” and founding editor of
of Vocations at vocations@
“The Great Adventure Catholic
hbgdiocese.org with a valid
Bible Study Program.” There
e-mail address and mailing
are three workshops: “Finding
address so that the discussion
Forgiveness on the El Camino
material may be mailed. The
de Santiago de Compostela,”
Zoom discernment group meets
by Donna Giberti; “Active
on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the
Listening Basics – How to be
month from 8-9 p.m.
a Better Listener,” by Kelly
Women of Grace, upcoming
Gollick; and “SHINE”- Faith
studies and events: “St. Joseph
Based Exercise Program, by
and His World Webinar” with
Tina Kowalski. Convention
Mike Aquilana, Tuesday,
ends with a closing prayer
April 13. Webinar is free,
service. Find details and register with book study led by Susan
at https://hdccw.webs.com.
Brinkmann, OCDS. Visit www.
Registration is requested by
womenofgrace.com. Fall study
April 9. Contact Diane Roskos
of the “Queen of Militants.”
at HDCCWconvention@
For more Information, contact
gmail.com 717-991-1605 with
Chris Arnold at carnold@
questions.
womenofgrace.com or 717-3796041.
NOTEBOOK, from 17

Events &
Fundraisers
York Catholic High School
presents “Vintage Hitchcock:
A Live Radio Play” in lieu
of its traditional musical stage
production this spring. With
the challenges the coronavirus
has presented, students are
preparing a recorded drama
introducing them to the stylings
of behind-the-scenes television
and film production. The live
radio play brings spies, murder,
love, and other trademarks of
Alfred Hitchcock to life in the
style of a 1940s radio broadcast
of the master of suspense’s
earlier films, “The Lodger,”
“Sabotage,” and “The 39 Steps.”
The students have constructed
the sets and props and have
memorized their lines. The York
Catholic musical pit orchestra
students wrote and composed
all of the accompanying
music and were challenged
to turn everyday objects into
sound effects to duplicate the
Foley effects of vintage radio
broadcasts. An additional crew
of camera operators and editors
learned how to record and
edit the scenes into a cohesive
presentation. Virtual show times
are Friday, April 16, at 7 p.m.;
Saturday, April 17, at 7 p.m.;
and Sunday, April 18, at 2 p.m.
Virtual tickets can be purchased
by visiting the York Catholic
website at www.yorkcatholic.
org. Stream price is $20 per
device plus $3.95 service charge.
More NOTEBOOK, page 19
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ceremony on Thursday, April
22nd, 2021 at 9:00 AM, 360 E.
Mary, Gate of Heaven
Water Street, Middletown, PA
Parish in Myerstown, will
17057.
host a take-out spaghetti
The Harrisburg Diocesan
dinner, April 24 from 11 a.m.Council of Catholic Women
7 p.m., or until sold out. Cost
is seeking applicants for
of $8 includes a hefty portion
its scholarship award. The
of spaghetti with meat sauce,
council’s scholarship committee
garlic bread and salad. Baked
will award a $1,000 scholarship
goods will be available for
to a Catholic senior high school
additional sale. Please do not
girl for the freshman year 2021bring your own containers; take- 2022 at an accredited college,
out containers will be provided. university or trade school.
Visit the parish on Facebook for Applicants must be sponsored
more information.
by a mother, grandmother or
Seven Sorrows BVM
guardian who is a member of
Catholic School in Middletown a Parish Council of Catholic
will launch the school’s
Women. The applicant and
outdoor Nature Lab on Earth
her sponsor must be residents
Day, April 22. This handsof the Diocese of Harrisburg.
on classroom, envisioned by
Applicants must meet all
principal Rebecca Harvey, in
conditions established by the
partnership with landscape
scholarship committee as set
designer Kevin Boustead
forth in its rules and regulations,
of Stauffers of Kissel Hill,
which are included in the
enhances SSBVM’s early
application packet. Applications
elementary curriculum.
are available from parish
The Nature Lab shifts early
Council of Catholic Women
childhood education from
presidents. More information
a primarily indoor, teacherand applications can also be
initiated model to one that
obtained by contacting Joyce
embraces outdoor, child-initiated Scott, Scholarship Chair, at 717play--critical to children’s well- 737-0927 or joynbob10@aol.
being. By moving children and
com. The application deadline is
their activities outdoors to this
May 1, 2021.
one-of-a-kind classroom, the
Job Openings
experience of what they do is
transformed! SSBVM students
St. Columba School in
gain life skills when taking time Bloomsburg is seeking
to investigate and respond to
a short-term substitute
authentic & engaging challenges middle school (grades
during project-based lessons in
5-8) mathematics teacher,
the lab. The public is welcome
with Algebra I and Algebra
to take part in the SSBVM
II experience, starting
Nature Lab ribbon-cutting
NOTEBOOK, from 18

immediately until May
28, 2021. Clearances are
mandatory. If you are interested
in this great opportunity,
contact the school at 570-7845932 or e-mail Peter Morisco,
principal, at scsprincipal@
saintcolumbaschool.org for more
information.
St. Patrick School in
Carlisle has several staff and
faculty openings the 20212022 school year. The school,
with students from PreK3 to
eighth grade, is looking to fill
the following positions: fulltime early childhood teacher
(certified for K-3); full-time
middle school (6-8) religion
teacher; full-time middle school
(6-8) science teacher; music
instructor, which may be fulltime or part-time depending on
the applicant’s experience; parttime nurse (Monday-Friday from
9 a.m.-2 p.m.; hours flexible);
part-time middle school (68) math teacher, a few hours
daily; part-time librarian, hours
and days flexible. Interested
candidates should reach out to
Principal Antoinette Oliverio
at aoliverio@spscarlisle.org
or visit www.spscarlisle.org
and look under “About us” for
employment information.
The Diocese of Harrisburg
Catholic Schools Department
has announced Principal
Openings for the 2021-2022
school year: Our Mother of
Perpetual Help in Ephrata
(www.omphschool.com);
More NOTEBOOK, page 20
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works with the pastor and staff
young adults and youth), to
to utilize all communication
inactive Catholics, and to the
St. Joseph, Hanover (www.
tools at the parish’s disposal
unchurched. Therefore, this
sjshanover.org); St. John the
in order to promote the
involves renewal and formation
Baptist in New Freedom (www. overall mission of the parish
ministries within the parish,
stjnschool.org); and Seven
and encourage engagement
and outreach and welcome to
Sorrows BVM, Middletown
and tithing among the parish
those not active or connected
(www.ssbvm.org). Minimum
family. The Director of
with the Church. The Director
qualifications: Practicing,
Communications would be a
of Evangelization aims to
knowledgeable Catholic;
de facto member of the Parish
foster conversation and growth
thorough understanding of
Finance Council and Parish
in discipleship among the
Catholic School Philosophy;
Pastoral Council. See the full job faithful, to develop a welcoming
commitment to modeling the
description at www.stfxcc.org/
community, to animate and
values of Catholic Educational
apply.
equip parishioners to evangelize,
Leadership; PA Administrators
St. Francis Xavier Parish
and to accompany seekers or
Certificate (or in process);
in Gettysburg is seeking
returning Catholics. Read the
Catechetical Certification
a part-time Director of
full job description at www.
(or in process) and 5 years
Evangelization. This role is a
stfxcc.org/apply.
teaching experience. For more
member of the parish staff who
information, see the employment gives direction to evangelization
listings on the Diocese of
efforts in the parish community.
Harrisburg’s website: www.
These efforts attend to the
hbgdiocese.org. Send résumé
active community (particularly
and letter of
interest by April
5, 2021 to:
To report suspected abuse of a minor,
Ann Everest,
please follow these two steps:
Department
of Education;
Diocese of
1-800-626-1608
1-800-932-0313
Harrisburg; 4800
Union Deposit
Road; Harrisburg,
PA 17111-3710
or by e-mail:
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
Child
Abuse
Hotline
a minor by a church official,
aeverest@
at 1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
hbgdiocese.org.
calling the diocesan toll-free
St. Francis
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
Xavier Parish
in Gettysburg is
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
seeking a partWITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
time Director of
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Communications.
This role is a
Diocese of Harrisburg
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
member of the
parish staff that
NOTEBOOK, from 19
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