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‘Vaccination of God’s Grace and Love’ Needed against
Culture of Death, Bishop Says at Diocesan Respect Life Mass
By Jen Reed
he said. “A vaccination;
The Catholic Witness
not of some serum, but
Responding to
a vaccination of God’s
society’s deep division
grace and God’s love
over the fundamental
against the violence of
right to life, Bishop
the culture of death. We
Ronald Gainer spoke
need an inoculation of
God’s grace and love
in his homily at the
Diocesan Respect Life
into our hearts and
into our souls, and into
Mass of the need for
a vaccination of God’s
the heart and soul of
grace and love against a
America.”
culture of death.
Proponents of
Celebrating the Mass
abortion, framing it
two days after the 48th
as a right codified by
the Supreme Court to
anniversary of the
legally end a human life,
Supreme Court’s Roe
tear apart the Church’s
v. Wade decision that
teaching authority, the
legalized abortion, the
bishop celebrated the
bishop said.
“By rooting abortion
pro-life liturgy Jan. 24 at
in the concept of a right,
St. Patrick Cathedral in
abortion proponents
Harrisburg.
are calling on the
“I imagine that all of us
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here are very concerned
Harper enjoys the comfort of the lap of her most fundamental and
right now about the unity
grandmother, Becky Biter. cherished American
of our nation, the need
moral ideals,” he said.
“We are a nation where
to foster a better mutual
our Founding Fathers recognized inalienable,
respect and a harmony among all our citizens,”
God-given rights and established for us a rule of
Bishop Gainer said in his homily.
law to promote and protect our legitimate rights.
“However, when the teaching Church – and
Our guard is always raised whenever there is
some believing members of the Church – as
well as many in society at large, are so radically
divided on such a fundamental issue regarding
More RESPECT LIFE
human life, we are certainly in need of prayer,”
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when it teaches one of its most rigorously held
and preeminent moral doctrines on the sanctity
of all human life. To hold a position contrary to
this teaching of the Church is to tear apart the
very fabric of the Church’s teaching authority,” he
remarked.

Dan Breen hoists his four-year-old son, Timothy,
for a view of the altar.
RESPECT LIFE
continued from 1
a suggestion that someone’s rights have been
restricted or denied, and we ought to be on guard
to protect the rights of every human person.
“But if there is a right to take the life of the
unborn, then that necessarily implies that our
Catholic position on abortion is not only wrong,
legally speaking, but that it is necessarily
immoral, and that those of us who accept and
following the teaching are ourselves immoral;
that is to say, that the Church teaches falsehood

Scripture’s Messages for Pro-Life Efforts
Bishop Gainer offered reflections on the
Readings for the Liturgy, and what they can
present for us in our pro-life efforts.
In the First Reading, (Jonah 3:1-5, 10) Jonah
warns the warlike and merciful-less people of
Ninevah, “Forty days more, and Ninevah shall
be destroyed.” Heeding Jonah’s warning, the
citizens repented in one day, and God preserved
the city.
“In Jonah’s story, God reveals himself as one
who wants to save, to preserve life and give new
beginnings. For anyone who felt at that time
that abortion was the only choice to make, God
is merciful,” Bishop Gainer said. “That mercy is
readily offered, especially in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. God wants to preserve you, God
wants to give you a new beginning.”
Jonah’s story also illustrates that obedience to
God’s will, even by one person, can bring about
the conversion of many, the bishop said – an
uplifting message for those who strive to promote
the sacredness of human life.
“You and I can easily be discouraged in
praying and advocating for the legal protection
of all human life, from the moment of conception
to the moment of natural death. That legal
protection seems often to be an outcome too
far away, a real long shot,” he said. “We should
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“One
Join Bishop Gainer in Rosary
truth that
for Life
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Dioceses across the
A parishioner carries
teaches
country are participating in the
an uplifting message
over and
nationwide Prayer Vigil for Life,
on her mask at the
over
Jan. 28 and 29. In the 48 years
Diocesan Respect
is that
since the legalization of abortion
Life Mass.
prayer
throughout all nine months of
changes
pregnancy, more than 60 million
wrongs
lives have been lost.
into
Each January, the National
rights. We Prayer Vigil for Life is hosted
can be
by the U.S. Conference of
confident
Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Prothat one
Life Secretariat, the Basilica
day,
of the National Shrine of the
RESPECT LIFE
legal abortion will end,” Bishop
Immaculate Conception, and
continued from 2
Gainer said. “In our Second
The Catholic University of
remain hope-filled in our proReading, St. Paul assured the
America’s Office of Campus
life efforts and expect the
Christians in Corinth that ‘The
Ministry to pray for an end to
unexpected when we witness to world in its present form is
abortion and a greater respect
God’s will and when we stand
passing away.’ Whatever finds
for all human life.
with the truth.”
its origin in lies and in evil has
Due to the COVID-19
The Gospel Reading (Mark
no hope, has no lasting value.
pandemic, the Basilica will
1:14-20) of Jesus beginning his Salvation history shows us
not be open to the public this
public ministry comes after John that the mightiest forces based
year. Instead, in addition to the
the Baptist’s arrest at the hands on lies and evil have and will
televised Mass, bishops across
of King Herod.
always fall.”
the country will lead Rosaries
“The arrest and execution
and Holy Hours throughout
of John the Baptist reminds
the all-night vigil.
us that we must always speak
Join Bishop Gainer at 7
the truth to others, especially
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 28
those in positions of civil
to pray the Rosary for the
authority, despite the cost we
protection of all life. Then,
might have to pay,” Bishop
join with Catholics across the
Gainer remarked. “Silence
country for the Prayer Vigil for
is not an option for authentic
Life, beginning at 8 p.m. The
disciples whom Christ has
Rosary will be available on
called to follow him.”
the Diocesan Facebook and
“At the very least, we
YouTube pages.
need to pray privately, pray
Live television broadcasts
together, and pray as we
will be available on EWTN,
do this morning in our most
Jan. 28 from 8-11 p.m., and
fruitful form of prayer, the
on Jan. 29 from 8-9 a.m.
Sacred Liturgy,” the bishop
Live-streaming information
urged. “We must pray with
for the overnight holy hours
confident faith, and pray as
from various dioceses will
Bishop Ronald Gainer focuses be provided on the USCCB’s
though lives depend upon our
on the Holy Eucharist during the website, www.usccb.org.
prayer – because they do.”
Consecration.
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Diocesan Annual Campaign Illustrates Faith Alive
By Jen Reed
of 2020 without the support
The Catholic Witness
from our Catholic faithful like
Despite the unexpected
you.”
challenges associated with
The Diocesan Annual
the COVID-19 pandemic
Campaign provides the
throughout most of 2020, the
vast majority of the financial
Diocese of Harrisburg was
resources needed to operate
able to continue its many
the Diocesan ministries and
ministries and programs
programs. The DAC partners
on which people depend.
with our parishes and the
Through the generosity of
faithful, working together to
parishioners and parishes
strengthen the ministries and
across the Diocese’s 15
outreach, and further the
counties, the 2020 Diocesan
mission of Jesus Christ in our
Annual Campaign (DAC)
Diocese.
support
for
the
Diocesan
supported more than 40
In 2020, the DAC supported
programs that directly benefited Annual Campaign (DAC), we
many ministries and programs,
were able to assist parishes
people in our communities.
including:
with evangelization efforts and
“This past year, 2020,
• Vocations support for
sacramental
preparation
via
provided its share of challenges,
23 seminarians studying
Zoom calls, answer questions
but more importantly,
to be our future priests,
related
to
new
engagement
opportunities, to expand our
and the formation of
platforms like social media
services and
35 men who were
outreach to
ordained to the
the faithful,”
permanent diaconate
said Bishop
in September
A woman is
Ronald Gainer.
• Continuing
seen in prayer
“Programs
formation programs
at St. Patrick
were held
for our clergy and
Cathedral in
virtually, parish
religious
Harrisburg.
and Diocesan
• Extensive Youth
staffs relied on
Protection program
technology to
• A multitude of
continue working
evangelization
remotely, our
related programs,
clergy, religious
including Campus
and seminarians
Ministry, Youth and
were all able to
Young Adult Ministry,
continue their
Family and Respect
formation and
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS Life ministries,
spiritual growth,
ministry with
our Catholic schools seamlessly
persons with disabilities,
transitioned to distance learning and online giving, and
evangelization support
provide
guidance
on
setting
as needed, and our parishes
for parishes, and the
up Facebook live platforms
were able to reach the faithful
many communicationto
share
Mass
virtually,”
he
by live streaming Masses and
related programs of the
said. “We could not have
other devotions and pastoral
Diocese.
accomplished
so
much
during
programs.”
the unprecedented challenges
More CAMPAIGN, page 5
“Because of your financial
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at the number of donors who
increased their support, made
their first gift or continued to
honor their pledges as the
pandemic impacted so many of
our faithful,” Roche said. “I am
so very grateful to our pastors,
parish office staff and volunteers
who continued to focus on
the DAC and the needs of the
Diocese for these funds. “
“A heartfelt ‘Thank You!’ to
everyone who supported the
2020 DAC. The Diocese is so
very grateful for your support,”
she said.
With the 2020 campaign
A volunteer at St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey, Mr. Hazard takes closing on January 31, the
the temperatures of Joann and Johan Garcia.
Diocese is excited to kick off
the 2021 DAC, “Faith Alive,” on
as content experts to assist
CAMPAIGN, continued from 4
February 1.
parishes with transitioning
The 2021 DAC theme
• Catholic education of
to new technologies so that
expresses the centrality and
approximately 9,000
parishes could continue to
strength of the faith in our lives,
students in 35 Diocesan provide spiritual content
Roche explained.
schools and more than
to their parishioners. The
“As we begin another year
8,000 students in our
Diocese would not have been
of uncertainty, we wanted to
parish-based Religious
able to continue, expand and
convey that some things are
Education programs,
create new programs without
still the same and they serve as
the Diocesan Institute,
the support from our many
an anchor or commonality for
the Principals’ Academy, generous donors.”
our Autism Certification
“I am grateful and amazed
More CAMPAIGN, page 6
Program and our
Catholic Boy and Girl
Scouts and American
Heritage Girl programs.
“Despite the challenges
of 2020, the Diocese was
able to continue the many
ministries and programs that
our faithful depend upon,” said
Kim Roche, Director of the
Diocesan Office of Stewardship
and Development. “These
programs help deepen our
faith with virtual evangelization
programs and provided critical
support to parishes with filing
the paperwork associated
The use of technology brought many Diocesan liturgies and
with the Payroll Protection
conferences directly into people’s homes this year, including the
Program. Our Communications
Diocesan Education, Catechetical and Women’s conferences.
and IT Departments served

CAMPAIGN, continued from 5
everyone,” she said. “With faith being central to
our lives, it was important to focus on the fact that
faith is a core value, and it continues to be vibrant
and strong, notwithstanding all the uncertainty in
our lives. Our faith is certainly alive in our lives
and in our communities, as evidenced by the
remarkable people who continue to put their faith
into action and serve their communities.”
The goal of the 2021 campaign is $7,386,514.
DAC funds support more than 40 programs and
ministries throughout the Diocese, including
outreach through Catholic Charities programs,
support for individual parishes, and the myriad of
ministries that serve individuals, couples, youth
and families.
“Most importantly, parishes benefit directly
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from the support that is provided to them from
DAC-funded ministries and programs,” Roche
said. “Individual parishes simply would not be
able to provide these services on their own. It is
our collective ability to provide these programs
at the parish level that is only possible because
of individual donors. While these programs are
overseen by the Diocese, they are implemented
at the parish level but funded by the faithful, one
gift at a time.”
The Diocese has produced an Impact Report,
detailing the programs and services supported in
2020. The Impact Report, along with supporting
materials for the 2021 campaign, will be posted
to the DAC website, www.hbgdiocese.org/dac,
in conjunction with the February 1 kickoff next
week.
“As we launch the 2021 Diocesan Annual
Campaign – Faith Alive, I am
inspired by the examples I see
throughout the Diocese of a
vibrant, living faith,” Bishop
Gainer said. “From volunteers
who are sanitizing worship
spaces, to those who reach out
to those in need of a kind word
or deed, our faith is indeed
alive in our parishes and
communities. Through your
continued support, the work
we have begun will continue to
flourish.”
“Please prayerfully consider
your gift to the 2021 Diocesan
Annual Campaign – Faith
Alive, as an expression of your
faith and of your gratitude for
God’s blessings in your life,”
he said.
Donors who wish to make
their secure gift to the 2021
DAC online may do so at www.
hbgdiocese.org/dac.
Questions on the campaign
should be directed to the Office
of Stewardship & Development
by calling 717-657-4804,
ext. 336, or via e-mail at
development@hbgdiocese.org.
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Diocese Accepting Applications for New Diaconate Formation Program
Aspirancy Year to Begin this Fall for 2026 Ordination
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Building on the momentum of the ordination of
35 permanent deacons this past September, the
Diocese of Harrisburg is accepting applications for
a new class of men for the Permanent Diaconate
Program.
Candidates – and their spouses, if married –
will be admitted to a year of aspirancy (exploration
and discernment) beginning this fall. The program
will culminate with ordination in 2026.
Bishop Ronald Gainer announced the start of
this newest class last summer. Pastors are invited
to nominate men who wish to be considered for
the program.
Nominees must be faithful Catholic men,
between the ages of 35 and 62, Catholic for at
least three years, in a valid and stable marriage
of at least seven years (if married), and known
to the pastor of their parish. In addition, they
must possess an undergraduate degree, or its
equivalent, be able to undertake graduate level
studies, and be gainfully employed.
Applications for the upcoming formation
program will be accepted until March 31. A
rigorous interview process will lead to admission
to the program. Applications must be obtained
from the pastor after an applicant’s initial
discussion with him; they cannot be obtained
directly from any Diocesan office.
Father John Bateman was named the Director
of the Permanent Diaconate Formation Program
in October by Bishop Gainer.
“We had an awesome class of 35 men
ordained in September, and we want to build on
that momentum,” said Father Bateman, who also
serves at pastor of St. Patrick Parish in York and
as Promoter of Justice, Auditor and Canonical
Consultant in the Diocesan Tribunal.
He said he is building on the strengths of the
program in the Diocese, particularly the example
of the deacons who serve the local Church, and
the dedicated faculty.
The Diocese partners with the Pontifical
College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, which
has developed the curriculum for the five-year
program. Diocesan faculty supplement the online
program with in-person programs and guidance.

“We help the men integrate what they’re
learning, and offer in-person opportunities to
discuss their education,” Father Bateman said.
The Josephinum provides the online portion, but
we come together to discuss the intellectual, and
that’s where the learning happens.”
Diocesan faculty members for the upcoming
program are:
• Father Bateman – Director of the Program
and Academics
• Father Neil Sullivan – Director of Spiritual
Formation
• Father Joshua Brommer – Director of
Liturgical Formation
• Father William Barbee – Director of Human
Formation
• Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC – Director of
Formation for Wives
A permanent deacon will also be appointed to
serve as Director of Pastoral Formation.
A Commitment to Service
Men who are interested in being considered
for the program should speak with their pastor for
nomination.
A desire and willingness to serve is the
foremost quality the program is seeking, Father
Bateman said.
“So often, the only image we have of the
deacon is of them preaching and baptizing. That’s
certainly a piece of their ministry, but it’s just the
tip of the iceberg,” he said. “First and foremost,
their role is service – to the Church and in efforts
of charity. Deacons, who are married men with
secular jobs, can bring service into whatever they
do in the community.”
The desire to serve must also be shared by the
deacon’s wife.
“Two are called, but one is ordained. The
couple is called to minister to the Church,” Father
Bateman said. “The role of the deacon’s wife is
incredibly important. This is a joint venture. They
both are entering lives of service for the Church
and to a parish.”
He offered words of reassurance for potential
candidates who might think they don’t have the
background necessary in Theology or don’t know
More DIACONATE, page 8
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the fullness of Church history
and teaching.
“It’s not unlike what we
see with our seminarians.
We need to help men in their
philosophical training, as well
as basic catechesis on what
the Church believes. That is
very much a part of what we’re
doing with the deacons as well,”
Father Bateman said.
“If a man is concerned that
he doesn’t have the background
education in all of Church
teaching, that’s Ok. Come, and
we’ll teach you! We are eager to
do so. Anyone who knows the
faith will be better able to live it
and proclaim it,” he said.
Deacon James Koch and
Deacon Michael McGovern, two
of the 35 who were ordained
this past Sept. 12, spoke highly
of the formation program, and
offered encouragement for
men who are considering an
application.
Deacon McGovern, who
serves at St. Andrew the Apostle
Parish in Waynesboro, distinctly
remembers what he asked God
while praying about entering
the program: “God, I hear you
whispering to me. Are you sure
you’ve got the right guy?”
“It took some time in prayer
and discussion with some
close friends and family before
I picked up an application,” he
acknowledged. “There was
some nervousness, but if I could
pass on anything to someone
who was thinking about making
the application, it would be to
understand that you do not
discern alone. It’s not necessary
to feel that you carry the entire
burden on your shoulders.
The first year is for taking the
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time for you
to enter into
discernment
with the
Church. It is
a cooperative
effort. Trust
that the Lord
will lead you
where you
are supposed
to go. Once
you get out of
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the way, the
pieces will fall
Deacon Michael McGovern rejoices with a fellow
into place! It
deacon during the Sign of Peace at the Mass of
is a process
Ordination.
that will be a
schedule of studies, gatherings,
wonderful time
Masses and retreats.
of growth regardless of how it
Deacon James Koch of St.
turns out.”
Patrick
Parish in York said, “It
Deacon McGovern urged
is a huge commitment, but I
men who are thinking about the
still marvel how God opened
program to enter into prayer.
“Anyone can come up with a doors for me with my career
and home life to allow me to be
thousand reasons while sitting
able to focus on the program.
on the couch in the clamor of
The schedule was given to us,
day-to-day living as to why it is
not for you,” he said. “However, I but I am a very hands-on type of
personally believe you’ll find that learner. So until I started, I could
sitting one-on-one with Him, who not envision what it involved.
Once I was in the program, I
is calling you to serve, will give
you a chance to clear your head simply knew God would give
me the skills and abilities I
and humbly accept His will for
needed to make it through. The
you. A candidate who believes
they are called to the permanent sacrifices my family made for my
participation strengthened not
diaconate should have a
only my love and commitment to
servant’s heart. They should be
able to listen and be attentive to them, but to the Church as well.”
He spoke, too, of the
others’ needs, be committed to
camaraderie that quickly
the service of the Church, and
developed among the men in
know above all that if they have
his formation class, as well as
a family, that their family needs
among the wives.
to come first. Family cannot be
“What a tremendous group of
relegated to the background
men!
Even though we all came
during the formation process
from different backgrounds, we
and beyond.”
Commitment is an important bonded initially simply by looking
aspect of the program that can’t at the task ahead of us,” he
said. “Over time, the friendships
be overlooked; five years of
More DIACONATE, page 9
preparation includes a steady
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look like going into
my ministry,” he said.
“Today, I can tell you,
I don’t know what
tomorrow will look
like, but I’m certain
if I did not fill out the
application over five
years ago, I would not
be where God wants
me to be.”

that developed went
beyond that. The
closeness I feel for
my brother deacons
was at first because
of our situation but
that transformed
into a true bond
of brotherhood. I
am so blessed by
the friendships I
About the Diaconate
formed during my
The Diaconate is an
formation.”
order of the Catholic
Deacon James Koch makes his Promise of Obedience
Deacon Koch
clergy open to married
to Bishop Ronald Gainer and his successors during the
ministers at Our
and single men. As
Rite of Ordination.
Daily Bread Soup
such, the Permanent
Kitchen in York –
Deacon is a member
where he has served as manager for a number
of the Church’s hierarchy, who is configured to
of years – in addition to his work at the parish in
Christ the Servant through the Sacrament of Holy
various capacities.
Orders.
“The past four months have been very
In the Diocese, there have been four previous
interesting, to say the least,” he said, noting the
classes of deacons ordained for service: 1978,
efforts of procedural changes to mitigate the
1983, 2010 and 2020.
spread of COVID-19, finding ways to reach the
The word “deacon” comes from the Greek
faithful in their homes, and the appointment of a
word diakonos, meaning “servant” or “minister.”
new pastor, Father Bateman.
Becoming a deacon is a vocation, that is, a calling
“I have had to obtain an attitude of trust,”
from God.
Deacon Koch said. “Trusting in God, that He
A deacon is an ordained minister of the Catholic
put me into this situation to further His kingdom.
Church. They can perform a variety of roles in
Whatever He has in store for me, I know that with the Church. During Mass, as Ministers of the
His grace, ‘I can do all things.’”
Word, they can proclaim the Gospel, preach and
Since his ordination in September, Deacon
teach in the name of the Church. As ministers of
McGovern has been preaching at Masses,
Sacrament, deacons can baptize, lead the faithful
celebrating
in prayer, witness
Baptisms, serving
marriages, and
at funerals and
conduct wake and
presiding at the
funeral services.
Rite of Committal.
As ministers of
He’s also been
Charity, deacons
reaching out
are leaders in
to parishioners
identifying the
who are unable
needs of others
to attend Mass
and working to
due to health
match the Church’s
concerns during
resources to meet
the pandemic.
those needs.
“I can tell you
Deacons are to
that I had no idea
be a servant in a
what it would
servant-Church.
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U.S. Bishops Respond to President Biden’s Orders and Proclamations
on Abortion, Sex Discrimination, Immigration and Climate Change
not changed and remains unchangeable.’
“Public officials are responsible for not only
their personal beliefs, but also the effects of their
public actions. Roe’s elevation of abortion to the
status of a protected right and its elimination
of state restrictions paved the way for the
violent deaths of more than 62 million innocent
unborn children and for countless women who
experience the heartache of loss, abandonment,
and violence.
“We strongly urge the President to reject
abortion and promote life-affirming aid to women
and communities in need.”
Compiled from USCCB Media Releases
Amid a number of executive orders and
proclamations during his first days in office,
President Joe Biden made changes to
immigration policy, re-joined the United States to
the Paris Agreement, and praised the Supreme
Court’s decision on Roe v. Wade in marking
the 48th anniversary of the landmark decision to
legalize abortion.
Below is a series of statements and reactions
by the United States Council of Catholic Bishops
to several of President Biden’s decisions. The
statements are taken from USCCB media
releases.
Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
In a statement Jan. 22, President Biden and
Vice President Harris marked the anniversary
of Roe v. Wade, which overturned all limiting
restrictions on abortion across the nation. In
their statement, they called the decision an
advancement of women’s rights and health.
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City
in Kansas, and chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life
Activities responded:
“It is deeply disturbing and tragic that any
President would praise and commit to codifying a
Supreme Court ruling that denies unborn children
their most basic human and civil right, the right
to life, under the euphemistic disguise of a health
service. I take this opportunity to remind all
Catholics that the Catechism states, ‘Since the
first century the Church has affirmed the moral
evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has

Court Decision on Sex Discrimination
In a joint statement, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan
of New York, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee for
Religious Liberty, and four bishops responded
to President Biden’s executive order of Jan. 20
that addressed last year’s U.S. Supreme Court
decision, Bostock v. Clayton County, Ga.
The joint statement follows:
“Every person has a right to gainful
employment, education, and basic human
services free of unjust discrimination. That
right should be protected. The Supreme
Court’s Bostock decision, however, needlessly
ignored the integrity of God’s creation of the
two complementary sexes, male and female,
with reasoning that treated them as devoid of
meaning.
“Wednesday’s executive order on ‘sex’
discrimination exceeds the Court’s decision. It
threatens to infringe the rights of people who
recognize the truth of sexual difference or who
uphold the institution of lifelong marriage between
one man and one woman. This may manifest in
mandates that, for example, erode health care
conscience rights or needed and time-honored
sex-specific spaces and activities. In addition,
the Court had taken care to note that Bostock did
not address its clear implications for religious
freedom. Yesterday’s executive order exercises
no such caution.
More RESPONSE
page 11

RESPONSE
from page 10
“We are very grateful for the new administration’s
actions on immigration and the climate, as well
as for another executive order, ‘On Advancing
Racial Equity,’ which is nobly aimed at identifying
and remedying racism and its impact on society
and in government. It is unfortunate that the goal
of racial equality is partially conflated with the
imposition of new attitudes and false theories on
human sexuality which can produce social harms.
“We share the goal of ending unjust
discrimination and supporting the dignity of
every human, and we therefore regret the
misguided approach of Wednesday’s order
addressing Bostock.”
Joining Cardinal Dolan in the statement
were Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma
City, chairman of the Committee on Domestic
Justice and Human Development; Bishop
Michael C. Barber, S.J., of Oakland, chairman
of the Committee on Catholic Education; Bishop
Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux, chairman
of the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism; and
Bishop David A. Konderla of Tulsa, chairman of
the Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense
of Marriage.
DACA and Immigration Reform
President Biden issued a Memorandum on
Jan. 20 preserving and fortifying the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.
The DACA program was implemented in
2012 and has enabled approximately 800,000
young people, who paid a fee and submitted
to a background check, the opportunity to work
legally, access educational opportunities and
not fear deportation. It has been estimated that
DACA recipients on average contribute over $42
billion annually to the U.S. economy.
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles
and President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville,
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington and chairman of
the USCCB’s Committee on Migration issued the
following statement:
“We welcome the announcement preserving
and fortifying DACA. For years, DACA youth have
been enriching our country. They are contributors
to our economy, veterans of our military,
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academic standouts in our universities, and
leaders in our parishes and communities. They
and their families deserve certainty, compassion,
generosity, and justice.
“We applaud President Biden’s restoration
of the DACA program, and we also strongly
encourage him and the U.S. Congress to
immediately enact legislation that provides a path
to citizenship for Dreamers. Permanent legislative
protection that overcomes partisanship and puts
the human dignity and future of Dreamers first is
long overdue.
“Protection for Dreamers should only be the
first step in the systematic reform of our outdated
immigration laws. Now is the time to move
forward in a bipartisan manner to fix our broken
immigration system.
“We also welcome the President’s efforts to
immediately produce an immigration reform
bill and look forward to reviewing it. We
continue to call for immigration reform which
provides a path to citizenship for Dreamers
and the undocumented, upholds family-based
immigration, honors due process and the rule
of law, recognizes the contributions of workers,
protects the vulnerable fleeing persecution, and
addresses the root causes of migration.
“We stand ready to work with President Biden
and his Administration, as well as the U.S.
Congress on this urgent matter of human life and
dignity.”
Immigrants and Refugees from MuslimMajority and African Countries
On Jan. 20, President Biden issued
a Proclamation reversing the Trump
Administration’s policy prohibiting immigrants
and refugees from several Muslim-majority and
African countries.
In response, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of
New York, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishop’s Committee for Religious
Liberty, and Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville, Auxiliary
Bishop of Washington and chairman of the
USCCB’s Committee on Migration, issued the
following statement:
“We welcome yesterday’s Proclamation, which
will help ensure that those fleeing persecution
More RESPONSE
page 12
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and seeking refuge or seeking to reunify with
family in the United States will not be turned
away because of what country they are from or
what religion they practice. This policy reversal
signifies the United States’ renewed commitment
to our vulnerable brothers and sisters around
the world who are in need. It is important to
remember that the United States has welcomed
the newcomer and those suffering violence
and religious persecution for more than 240
years. We look forward to working with this new
Administration in accompanying immigrants and
refugees and continuing the welcoming tradition,
which has helped make the United States the
diverse and prosperous nation it is today.”
Immigration Enforcement Policies
President Joe Biden revoked on Jan. 20
Executive Order 13768 of January 25, 2017,
on “Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of
the United States” and implemented a 100-day
moratorium on certain deportations, allowing for
a comprehensive review of current immigration
enforcement policies.
Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville, Auxiliary Bishop
of Washington and chairman of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Migration, issued the following statement:
“Wednesday’s actions by the new
Administration are important first steps toward
ensuring that immigration enforcement in our
country is balanced and humane. Too many
people have experienced harsh and heavyhanded enforcement at the U.S.-Mexico border
and within the U.S. interior, causing families
to be needlessly torn apart. Our Catholic faith
recognizes the right of nations to control their
borders, but we can still uphold the rule of law
without denying refuge to the vulnerable, all while
recognizing the importance and necessity of
family unity.
“We pledge to work with the new
Administration as it reviews enforcement policies
that preserve our national sovereignty and, at
the same time, recognize the inherent human
dignity of every person, regardless of immigration
status.”
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Paris Agreement on Climate Change
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma
City and Bishop David J. Malloy of Rockford,
respective chairmen of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB)
Committees on Domestic Justice and Human
Development and International Justice and
Peace, and Sean L. Callahan, president and
CEO of Catholic Relief Services, have released
the following joint statement:
“President Joseph R. Biden announced [Jan.
20] that the United States will rejoin the Paris
Agreement on climate change. It is our hope
that the United States will not only seize this
challenge to meet the goal of net-zero emissions
by 2050, called for by the U.S. bishops in 2017,
but also become the global climate leader by
implementing successful policies that both
preserve the environment and promote economic
development through innovation, investment and
enterprise.
“On the fifth anniversary of the Paris
Agreement, Pope Francis called for ‘a culture
of care, which places human dignity and the
common good at the center.’ The environment
and human beings everywhere, especially the
poor and vulnerable, stand to benefit from the
care of our common home. For this reason, we
urge the United States to do more to help poorer
nations adapt to the changes in climate that
cannot be prevented.
“The Second Vatican Council asserted that
‘nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo
in’ the hearts of Christians. Climate change is a
genuine human concern that affects all peoples,
and the decision to rejoin the Paris Agreement
is an important step in the path of care for the
environment and respect for the human family.”
(For more information on these and other
efforts, including the USCCB’s work in pro-life,
immigration, social justice, religious freedom and
discrimination, visit www.usccb.org.)
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‘Who Wrote the Note?’
A Fifth-Grader’s Lesson in Mercy
class was absolutely silent as I
stood halfway in the door and
During the wake of the 1999
halfway the classroom
school shooting at Columbine
I looked down at the boy, who
High School, I had an
was trying not to cry. I gently
interesting experience of what
said, “Please tell me what were
mercy is all about.
you thinking when you wrote
I was a classroom teacher for this. How did it get flung to the
middle schoolers. As a teacher, front of the room?”
I always knew that there was
The student explained, “I
a “culture” that was sometimes
wrote it and put it in my pocket.
hidden from my world. The
It wasn’t meant for anyone.
communication of that culture
When we changed classes,
was often through notes
‘so-and-so’ found it and flung it
passed among and between
to the front of the room.” With
members of the class. I tried to
that, two huge tears fell from his
momentarily ignore the notes,
eyes. I very gently continued,
unless they became blatantly
“I understand that you meant
apparent or disrupted the flow of nothing wrong by this, but every
my class.
action has a consequence.” He
As I was teaching math in a
nodded. I continued, “You need
fifth-grade class, a note was
to bring this note to the principal
flung from the back of the room and tell her what happened.
and landed at my feet. It was
This will be your punishment.”
too obvious to ignore. I picked
I watched him walk down
it up and read it. It said, “I am
the hallway to the office with
going to get you … I am going
his head bowed in complete
to blow you up!” As I silently
remorse.
read it, I prayed, “Oh God! What
When I went back into the
am I going to do with this?”
classroom, I asked the students,
My response was something
“Please raise your hand if you
I never did before, nor have I
have NEVER made a mistake.”
done since. I read it out loud so All of the students sheepishly
everyone knew.
looked at each other and back
The immediate response
at me. They squirmed, but no
was a collective gasp, since
one raised a hand. In a tone
everyone in the class knew
that said “Don’t test me on this
what the note really was saying. point,” I continued. “Good. This
I asked, “Who wrote this?”
was only a mistake that John
Silence. I continued, “I promise, made today. It is over and done
whoever did it, you will not get
with. Get it?” They all nodded.
in trouble. Who wrote this?”
When John came back
Very sheepishly, a hand went
from the office, he opened my
up in the back of the room. My
classroom door and called to
eyes flashed. “You … my office!” me, “Sister, may I speak to
That was fifth-grade code for
you in your office?” I went out
the hallway. The rest of the
into the hallway to find a very
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

contrite
student.
He said,
“When
I wrote
that note,
I wasn’t
thinking.
Can you
forgive
me?” I
knew that
“Thoughts from a
this was
Catholic Evangelist”
a very
serious
thing for him. I said, “I forgive
you!” and hugged him.
As far as I know, this was
never spoken about again. But,
John did speak to me sometime
later on that year about how his
understanding of forgiveness
had grown.
I could not help thinking
of this story as I continue my
musings on the Beatitudes.
There is so much to speak
about “Blessed are the merciful
for they will receive mercy.”
Pope Francis, in a General
Audience on March 18, 2020,
equates mercy and forgiveness.
Allow me to quote him: “There
are two things that cannot be
separated: forgiveness granted
and forgiveness received.
However, many people struggle;
they cannot forgive. Very
often the harm suffered is so
great that being able to forgive
seems to be like scaling a very
high mountain: an enormous
effort, and one thinks, it can’t
be done, it can’t be done. This
fact of the reciprocity of mercy
indicates that we need to turn
the perspective around. By
ourselves we are not able; it
More MUSINGS, page 15
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted by
their parishes. Please remember in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
George Liples
Anthony Di Caprio
David Bogdan
Danville
St. Joseph:
Sue Dick
Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
John Pyle
Harrisburg
Holy Family:
Leanore Miscannon
Nga Ho
Holy Name of Jesus:
Marlan K. Molinelli
Josephine Barnes
Regina T. Graeff
St. Francis of Assisi:
Eloy Saenz Marroquin
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Deloma Bard

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Carol Brufke
Joseph Dougherty
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Joseph Francer
Jeffrey Ostrowski
Miriam Burkland
Henry Pitz
Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Wassil Snitzer
Glenn Kercher
Marion Kercher
Rose Reedy
Mary Louise Allwein
James Uhrich
Raymond Fox
Mary Ceresini Will
St. Cecilia:
Stanley Rzeplinski
Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
William F. Lodanosky
Michael F. Force
Bonnie Evanitsky
Catherine Mannino
Luke Anastasi

Sister Mary
Sheehan,
IHM
Sister Mary
Sheehan,
IHM,
(formerly
known as
Sister Maria
Fidelis)
died on Jan. 22 at Our Lady of
Peace Residence in Scranton,
Pa. She was 82.

Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
Donald Martino
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Bernard J. Dugan
James Miller
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
William L. Grove
Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Sylvia Agnes Stark
Blust
Larry Cyril Vasko
Selinsgrove
St. Pius X:
Giuseppe Rinaldis
Francis Witt
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Yvonne L. Haas
Arthur Malinak

Born Mary Elizabeth
Sheehan in Clover, Pa., she
entered the Congregation of
the Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary in
1957. She received a bachelor’s
degree in science and a
master’s degree in religious
studies from Marywood College,
and a master’s degree in
education from Virginia State
University.
Sister Mary served as a
teacher, parish coordinator of

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in January
during the past 25 years:
Father Michael Homola, 2003
Deacon Ralph Runkle, 2005
Father Wallace E. Sawdy, 2006
Msgr. Francis Kumontis, 2009
Father Thomas F. Langan,
2012
Father C. Robert Nugent, 2014
Father Raymond Orloski, 2016
Msgr. Mercurio A. Fregapane,
2017
York
Immaculate Conception
BVM:
David Allen
Florence Leckrone
St. Patrick:
Scott Stonesifer
John MacKinder
David Walther

religious education, chaplain
and director of pastor care at
various locations in the Diocese
of Scranton and in New York.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg,
she was the coordinator of the
caring ministry at St. Joseph
Parish in York from 2007-2009.
The funeral Mass and
graveside service were private.
Burial was in St. Catherine’s
Cemetery in Moscow, Pa.
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takes the grace of God, we must ask
for it. Indeed, if the fifth Beatitude
promises finding mercy and in
the Lord’s Prayer we ask for the
remission of sins, it means that we
are essentially debtors and we need
to find mercy!
“We are all in debt. All of us. To
God, Who is so generous, and to
our brothers. Every person knows
he is not the father or mother he
or she should be, the husband or
wife, the brother or sister. We are
all ‘in deficit’ in life. And we are in
need of mercy. We know that we too
have done wrong, there is always
something good that is missing, that
we should have done. … Where
does our mercy come from? Jesus
told us: ‘Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful’ (Lk 6: 36). The
more one welcomes the love of the
Father, the more one loves (CCC
2842). Mercy is not one dimension
among others, but rather it is at
the center of Christian life: there is
no Christianity without mercy. If all
our Christianity does not lead us to
mercy, we have taken the wrong
path, because mercy is the only true
destination of every spiritual journey.
It is one of the most beautiful fruits
of charity (CCC 1829).” 1
Mercy is a virtue that is absolutely
important for us to live because
it reminds us of how God has
forgiven us and pours mercy into our
brokenness.
So, celebrate those moments in
which you received forgiveness and
mercy, and be encouraged when
you can give it as well, like John!
https://www.catholicculture.
org/culture/library/view.
cfm?recnum=12330

1

Supporting the seminarians studying
for the Diocese of Harrisburg
Bid February 4 through Sunday, February 7

Visit bit.ly/fishersofmenauction2021 to
view auction items
or to make a donation

Walking with Jesus to Calvary
Virtual Youth Lenten Retreat

Join Chris Wood for an
engaging hour of reflection on
Jesus’ final steps to Calvary,
exploring His fear, pain and
suffering and how you can
grow closer to Him.

When: February 20
Time: 1 - 2 p.m.
Who: Youth,
7th - 12th
grades
Registration: Free (donations appreciated)
Register at: https://hbgdiocese.formstack.com/forms/
virtual_lenten_retreat
Register By: Thursday, Feb. 18

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Masses &
Prayer Services

The Respect for Life
Ministry of Holy Spirit
Parish in Palmyra will hold a
local March for Life event in
Palmyra on Jan. 29. Meet in the
main parking lot at the church
at 11 a.m. Participants will pray
the Rosary while walking to
the town square. At the square,
the group will offer a pro-life
witness for 30 minutes before
processing back to the church.
The event will pray for the
unborn, voice our opposition to
abortion, stand up for life and
support our faith. Participants
may bring snacks or
refreshments. For information,
contact Art Bond at 717-3838583 or abond702@comcast.
net.
St. Patrick Parish in
Carlisle, Pro-Life events on
Jan. 29. Mass at 8 a.m. in the
March Drive Church, 9:15 a.m.
Rosary on the square in Carlisle
to witness to life and pray for
an end to abortion, 9:45 a.m.
“March” to the Carlisle Area
Family Life Center for a tour
of the ministry, and Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament in the
parish center from 11 a.m.-4
p.m. for the March for Life in
Washington. Events sponsored
by Knights of Columbus
Council #4057.
Live Caelorum event on
Facebook, with praise, worship
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and Scripture reflection, Feb.
3 at 7 p.m. A link to the live
event will be available on the
Caelorum Facebook page. Call
Lou at 717-215-4175 with any
questions.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages
Pilgrimage to the Holy
Land in 2022 with Father
Michael Reid, pastor of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish in
Hanover. Father Reid will
lead a group of 24 pilgrims
on an active and spiritual tour
of the Holy Land, Jan. 31Feb. 11, 2022. The 12-day
itinerary organized by Select
International Tours includes
Mount Tabor, Nazareth, Cana,
Galilee, Tabgha, Magdala,
Mount of Beatitudes,
Capernaum, Mount Carmel,
Caesaria Maritima, Bethlehem,
Shepherd’s Field, Jericho,
Baptism Site, The Dead Sea
(with optional visit to Masada),
Mount of Olives, Mount Zion,
Jerusalem, St Anne’s Church,
and Ein Karem. Land and Air
cost is $3,695; a deposit of
$500 is required by Oct. 3,
2021. Flights depart from and
return to Newark International
Airport. For a brochure and
other information, please
contact Father Reid at 717-6374625, ext. 113.

Education &
Enrichment
Diocesan Office of
Vocations’ bi-monthly Zoom
discernment group. Young
men (junior year in high

school through young adults)
are invited to take part in this
online discussion. To register,
e-mail the Office of Vocations
at vocations@hbgdiocese.org
with a valid e-mail address
and mailing address so that
the discussion material may be
mailed. The Zoom discernment
group meets on the 2nd and 4th
Monday of the month from 8-9
p.m.
The documentary “Pray,
the Story of Patrick Peyton”
will be shown on Feb. 14 at
2 p.m. at the Allen Theatre,
36 E Main St., Annville. The
documentary highlights the life
of Father Patrick Peyton, who
promoted praying the Rosary
and who coined the famous
phrase, “families that pray
together, stay together.” Each
ticket is $10; only 150 tickets
will be sold in order to comply
with Covid-19 regulations.
Tickets are on sale now on
the theatre website: www.
allentheatre.com.  
“Overcoming the Evil
Within,” Women of Grace
book study kickoff webinar
with Father Wade Menezes,
Feb. 10 from 7:30-9 p.m.
Webinar is free with the
purchase fo the book study.
Women of Grace also plans a
“Queen of Militants” by Emil
Neubert, S.M, S.T.D., fall 2021
study. For more information
on either offering, contact
Chris Arnold at carnold@
womenofgrace.com or 717379-6041.
More NOTEBOOK, page 17
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Lenten Fish
Dinners
Lenten Fish Dinners
St. Peter Parish in
Columbia, Lenten Fish Fry,
Feb. 19 through March 26.
Take-out service only, from
4-6:30 p.m., at the Parish Center,
Second and Union Streets.
Customers will be asked to
wear masks and practice social
distancing. Customers are asked
to call in orders at 717-684-0414
Wednesday or Thursday evening
from 6-8 p.m. each week prior
to the Friday Fish Fry. Orders
can also be placed via e-mail
at stpetersfishfry@gmail.com.
The order must be in by 8 p.m.
the Thursday prior to the Fish
Fry. A limited number of walkin orders will be available.
Menu includes platters of baked
haddock, crab cakes, fried filet
of fish, and fried shrimp. Baked
macaroni and cheese, cole slaw,
stewed tomatoes and a dinner
roll are included in the price
of the platter. Two sandwiches
are also on the menu: fried fish
filet and crab cake. Side orders
of macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, cole slaw and soup
may also be purchased. The
homemade soups, cream of crab,
potato and cheesy broccoli, will
rotate each week. A variety of
individually wrapped baked
goods made by the women of the
parish will also be available. The
event is sponsored by the Parish
Council of Catholic Women
with assistance from men of
the parish and is open to the
public. Proceeds are used to

fund various activities in the
parish.
St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Gettysburg, Lenten Fish Fry
Dinners on Fridays, Feb. 19, 26,
March 5, 12 and 19 at Xavier
Center, 465 Table Rock Road,
Gettysburg. Menu includes
fried haddock, mac and cheese,
seasoned potatoes, roasted
vegetables, and corn pudding.
Curbside pick-up only, subject to
change due to COVID-19. Call
717-334-4048 or visit www.
stfxcc.org or www.sfxpccw.org
for more information, menu and
updates.  
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
in Enola, is hosting 6 dinners
during Lent on Fridays, Feb.
19 and 26, and March 5, 12, 19
and 26. All dinners are takeout only, from 4-7 p.m. Menu
includes seasoned baked cod,
church-made baked macaroni &
cheese, church-made pierogis,
veggies, stewed tomatoes, cole
slaw, roll, dessert and bottled
water. Baked fish dinners and
fish and pierogi dinners are $12.
Mac and cheese dinners and
pierogi dinners are $10. Children
are $5 for any meal. Visit the
website for updates, www.
ourladyoflourdesenola.org.
Holy Angels Parish in
Kulpmont, will serve Lenten
fish dinners on Fridays during
Lent from 4-5:30 p.m. or until
sold out. Take-out only, from the
parish activity center. Donation
of $10 includes baked fish,
potato, vegetable, cole slaw,
applesauce or fruit cocktail,
soup, bread and dessert! Masks
required.

Events &
Fundraisers

St. Patrick School in Carlisle
will hold an online auction
Jan. 31-Feb. 7. Hundreds of
items are available, including
golf memberships, local
business gift baskets and
health and beauty services.
Preview it at 32auctions.com/
SaintPatrick2021.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester is selling candy
Easter eggs. A limited number
of homemade chocolate peanut
butter and coconut eggs can be
bought individually for $1.25
each or $15 per dozen. Call the
parish office at 717-266-5286 to
order.
Crusader Girls Spring
Softball registration in
Lancaster is now open.
Assembling teams for 8U,
10U, 12U, and 14U for the
spring 2021 season. All home
games are played at St. Leo
the Great in Rohrerstown. As a
feeder program for LCHS, the
program accepts girls from any
parish in Lancaster County. The
registration link can be found at
https://stleos.weshareonline.org/
CrusaderSoftball
Registration SPRING2021.
Registration deadline is Feb. 12.
We anticipate indoor practices
beginning in March. Contact
Ed Krow, Crusader Softball
Coordinator, at ed@edkrow.
com.
More NOTEBOOK, page 18
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Job Openings
Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking a full-time
Financial Assistant in their
Administrative Office. This
position requires a mature,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand
and follow instructions and
work independently. Must
be proficient in Microsoft
applications, most especially
Word, Outlook and Excel. Must
have an adequate background
in business and bookkeeping or
accounting. Please send résumé
to: Catholic Charities, attention
Carole Klinger, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg,
PA 17111, or via e-mail to
Cklinger@cchbg.org.
St. Rose of Lima Parish
in York seeks a full-time
Parish Secretary, Monday to
Thursday, 8.30 a.m.3:30 p.m.
and Friday from 8:30 a.m.-noon.
Position will be responsible
for the daily operations of the
parish office, including clerical
work, minor administrative and
business details. Other duties
include preparing Mass cards
and recording information in
the Mass Intention Register;
maintaining sacramental
registries; preparing parish
bulletin(s) and calendar data
entry; ordering and maintaining
records of office supplies
and religious supplies and
materials; communicating with

Diocesan offices, vendors and
parishioners, and other related
tasks as assigned. Position
requires an experienced,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand and
follow instructions, as well
as work independently. The
person should possess an overall
knowledge of general office
procedures, familiarity with
office equipment (computer,
typewriter, copier, fax machine,
postage meter, adding machine)
and excellent spelling and
grammatical skills. The
person should be proficient in
Microsoft applications, most
especially Word, Outlook and
Excel. Cordial and effective
communication with people
are essential. The position may
include some physicality, the
ability to move through several
buildings, as well as bending,
climbing stairs and lifting. High
school diploma, preferably with
business curriculum, required.
Associate degree in office
administration helpful. Two
to three years’ related work
experience preferred. Send a
cover letter, résumé and two
letters of recommendation to
Father Dominic Azagbor, OP, at
FrDAzagbor@hbgdiocese.org
by Feb. 8.
Morning Star Clinics in
Harrisburg is seeking a P/T
instructor to teach nationally
recognized REAL Essentials
curriculum in greater Harrisburg
middle and high schools and

community organizations. The
program teaches foundational
skills to develop healthy
relationships, empowering
teens to make wise decisions
and promoting sexual
risk avoidance to
achieve optimal health. Teaching
experience with this age
group is required; the
ability to constructively and
enthusiastically engage teens
is essential. An individual who
can be a role model and mentor
to male students preferred. The
program utilizes both in-person
and remote instruction formats.
Looking for a one to two
year commitment following
completion of certification
training. For questions, or
to submit a cover letter and
résumé, contact Leslie Moyer,
Program Director, at lmoyer@
unfiltered-truth.com. Learn more
about the program at www.
Unfiltered-Truth.com.
Holy Name of Jesus
School in Harrisburg has an
immediate opening for a fulltime computer teacher and
school IT person. Candidates
must possess academic
excellence and a dedication
to educating the whole child.
Applicants for this position must
be adept at developing lessons
for Computer Technology.
The IT position would include
but not limited to network,
hardware, database system,
security, software programs, and
technology support to faculty
and staff. Teachers in the school
More NOTEBOOK, page 19
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work cooperatively to meet the needs of students.
Interested candidates are to send their résumé to
Sister Rita at sisterrita@holynameofjesus.com or
call Sister Rita at 717-657-1704.
Undefeated Courage is seeking nurses to
staff its mobile ultrasound unit. Shifts available
M-F 8am-4pm, FTE: PRN with no maximum
hours. Hourly rate: $22. PA RN license is required
for this position. Must be trained in limited
obstetric abdominal/transvaginal ultrasound
or open to training. The mobile unit will be
deployed to abortion clinics to change the way
abortion-minded women look at their pregnancy.
The mission of Undefeated Courage is to help
women choose life for their baby and themselves.
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk advocacy
organization in Central Pennsylvania that
provides prayer, pregnancy testing, education on
pregnancy, referral to local pregnancy care centers
and other social/legal services outside of abortion
clinics at no cost or judgement. A free ultrasound
is an obstetrical tool used to evaluate the health of
the pregnancy and can be a method for abortionminded women to make informed decisions about
their pregnancy after reviewing their ultrasounds.
Visit https://www.undefeatedcourage.org/
employment.html for more information and an
application.
Schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg are
currently looking for educators, specifically
long term substitutes that are ready to join our
team in the Harrisburg area. Teachers in all grades
and all subject areas are needed. Certification is
preferred but not required. Catholic Schools in
the Diocese of Harrisburg provide safe, joyful
school environments that follow current scientific
best practices on schooling during a pandemic.
For more information or to find a school location
near you, click on https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
find-catholic-school/. Send your résumé and letter
of interest to either the location near you or to
Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.ORG. You may
also call the Harrisburg Diocese Department of

Catholic Schools for more information at 717657-4804 ext. 222.
St. Joseph Parish in Lancaster is seeking to
hire a faithful and creative person who will
provide administrative and secretarial support
to our pastor and other staff in advancing the
Mission and Vision of our parish to become and
to make disciples of Jesus Christ. In addition,
this position includes the responsibility for
implementing and maintaining a comprehensive
parish communication and engagement
plan. Proficiency in Microsoft Office (Word,
Excel, Publisher), social media, and website
maintenance, is required. Experience with
databases is preferred. If you are interested in
learning more about this part-time position, please
contact Deacon Peter Jupin at 717-397-6921 or
deaconpete@stjosephslanc.com.

Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the
toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a
church official, employee or volunteer, also
please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth
Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor, llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un
menor a manos de un official, empleado
o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame
al número de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda
diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

