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St. Columba School in Bloomsburg Celebrates Faith,
Excellence and Service during Catholic Schools Week

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Faith, excellence
and service are the
hallmarks of Catholic
schools, and they were
a particular emphasis of
cele-bration this week at
St. Columba School in
Blooms-burg.
Catholic Schools
Week activities for St.
Columba’s students
focused on this trifecta
of values, particularly
on Feb. 4, with a day of
activities that centered
on prayer, vocations
and service.
Students began the
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day by forming and
A preschool student at St. Columba School in Bloomsburg shines her
praying a living Rosary,
light during the student’s living Rosary on Feb. 4.
candles in hand to shine
the light of their faith as
Msgr. Lawrence, as well as
they formed a Rosary along the a campaign of gratitude with
cards
for
Msgr.
Lawrence,
the teaching of the Catholic
interior perimeter of the church.
second-grade teacher Sister
faith through their daily lives
The Rosary was followed by a
Lydia,
SSCM,
and
fourth-grade
from their dedicated teachers,
question-and-answer session
teacher, Sister Jean, IHM.
have our students realizing the
with Msgr. Robert Lawrence,
“Faith,
excellence
and
importance of understanding,
pastor, and Mr. Peter Morisco,
service are the main reasons
practicing, and nurturing their
school principal. Back in
for
celebrating
Catholic
Schools
Catholic faith.”
their classrooms, students
Week,” Morisco told The
“This type of understanding
participated in activities
Catholic
Witness.
“Our
students
that focused on the lives of
More ST. COLUMBA
need to know their faith is a
American saints, and planned
page 2
blessing, and our Sisters and
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ST. COLUMBA
continued from 1
of the various
vocations will
enlighten our
students on what
goes into the
deciding factor in
becoming a Sister
and/or priest and
that they send a
special blessing
throughout their
educational
and spiritual
upbringing,”
he said of
the activities
celebrating
vocations.
Students raise their battery-operated candles during a living Rosary at St.
Catholic
Columba Church.
Schools Week
activities at St.
order for this school to be successful.”
Columba also
included a letter-writing campaign to State
The northern-most school in the Diocese
Representatives affirming the value of human
of Harrisburg, St. Columba School educates
life, recognition of staff and faculty for their
students in PreK-8 and offers programs in music,
dedication to Catholic education, and school-wide art and computer technology among its faithassemblies.
based curriculum.
Morisco said the hallmark of service is
“St. Columba School has a long tradition of
reflected in the school community working
being able to educate each and every child that
together, “from our administration, to the school
enters our doors and giving them the opportunity
office, to our faculty, and staff, to our parish
for academic success,” Morisco said. “Our school
office, and most importantly our school families
has been able to pay it forward by encouraging
in becoming our beacon of hope for our school
our students to volunteer their services, for
and our children’s education. It’s the service of
More ST. COLUMBA
knowing that everyone must work together in
page 3
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Msgr. Robert Lawrence, pastor, and Mr. Peter Morisco,
principal, respond to students during a question-andanswer session on vocations.
ST. COLUMBA, continued from 2

A middle school students reflects the
light of the church during the living Rosary on Feb. 4.

The shadow
of a student is
seen against
the backdrop of
a screen with
the prayers of
the Rosary. The
living Rosary was
one of several
Catholic Schools
Week activities
that celebrated
faith, excellence
and service at St.
Columba School.

throughout Columbia County, donating snacks and
drinks to our local health care workers, and donating
our services in decorating our town tree at Christmas
and spreading joy through our virtual Chrismas show
and Literary magazine. These are just some examples
of what makes St. Columba School so great!”
(Learn more about St. Columba School at www.
saintcolumbaschool.org.)
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St. Teresa of Calcutta Students Dress for Success
for Catholic Schools Week Celebration of Vocations

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
in Adams County offered a
glimpse of the future on Feb.
3, as students dressed as their
future career during a Catholic
Schools Week celebration of
vocations.
The PreK-3 through third
grade classrooms at the
Conewago campus were
enlivened with future pizzeria
owners, construction workers,
veterinarians, professional
gamers, firefighters, mechanics,
writers and Disney characters.
At the McSherrystown
campus, students in grades four
through eight shared career
dreams of being chemists,

Eighth grader Summer Tatela
wears her mom’s nursing
uniform for career day.

Scuba diver
instructors,
zoologists,
astronauts,
professional
athletes,
coaches,
paleontologists
and medical
professionals.
Fourthgrader Lauren
Sanchez’s
career attire
included a
blouse and a
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
name badge
Cecila Hoey tends to her stuffed animal in thirdsticker with
grade as she dreams of being a veterinarian.
the title “U.S.
Senator.”
“I like to
learn about politics, and I
enjoy watching the news and
current events, so I think I’d
like to be a Senator and help
lead the country someday,”
Lauren told The Catholic
Witness.
In Mrs. Janice Garrett’s
first-grade class, students
shared their knowledge
about the various types of
vocations, giving examples of
clergy and religious, married
and single people in their
lives.
The celebration of careers
and vocations was part St.
Teresa’s Catholic Schools
Week theme, “Chute” for
the Starts and Climb the
“Ladder” to Success.
At the Conewago campus
that morning, Associate
Kindergarten student Maddox
Principal Jesse Read did
Langhauser is ready to get to
More ST. TERESA
work in construction.
page 5
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Pre-K student
Cole Warner
dressed as a
principal. Both
wore matching
khaki pants
and blue dress
shirts. The
unplanned
attire added
that much
more surprise
for Read.
“I had no
idea he was
dressing as a
principal until
I got to school
Associate Principal Jesse Read enjoys a
today and one
moment with pre-kindergartener Cole Warner,
of the teachers
who wants to be a principal someday.
told me about
it,” Read said.
ST. TERESA
“It’s pretty
continued from 4
flattering.”
a double take while watching
Cole was serious about his
some of the youngest students
choice. “I’d like to be a principal
at play in the school gym.
because it is a very important
He crossed paths with a
job at school,” he said.
miniature version of himself,
“Maybe Cole will take over for

Fifth grader Dylin Heiliger
is ready to get to work as a
paleontologist.
me, so I can go to Starbucks,”
Read joked. “He looks like he’d
do a pretty good job.”
(Learn more at St. Teresa
of Calcutta School at https://
stck8school.org/.)

Choosing A School For Your Child?

Consider Catholic Schools
Excellent Academics
95% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Language skills.
90% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Reading.
85% of our Elementary students score above the national average in Math.

Affordable Tuition
We are committed to making Catholic education an affordable option for families.
Financial Aid and Scholarship programs are available to help with the cost of
attending our schools.

High Graduation Rates
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School.

College Scholarships
Annually over $40 Million in scholarship funds are offered to graduates of Catholic Schools
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Learn more at a school near you.
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg • 4800 Union Deposit Road • Harrisburg, PA 17111 • (717) 657-4804
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Bishop Gainer Celebrates School Communities in
Catholic Schools Week Statement

As we celebrate
National Catholic Schools
Week, we are reminded
of the important role our
Catholic schools have
in the lives of families
throughout the Diocese of
Harrisburg. This week is a
time when we celebrate all
that our Catholic Schools
have to offer to our
families, our Church and
our world. We celebrate our strong academics,
our focus on our faith, our athletic, music and
other extracurricular programs, and we celebrate
our students, faculty and staff members.
Our Catholic schools not only prepare our
students for success academically, but also
spiritually. By attending a Catholic school, these
young men and women are being prepared to
have a life-long relationship with Jesus Christ, to
understand the value and dignity of every person,
to answer the call to help their neighbor and to
live a life that is pleasing to God. I am very proud
of the Catholic identity of our schools and the role
they play in helping our students draw closer to
the Lord and to live His Gospel.
The unparalleled success of our Catholic
schools does not happen without the
wholehearted commitment of so many wonderful
people, including principals, presidents,
administrators, teachers, staff, volunteers,
financial benefactors, pastors, parents and
students. Those who work in our schools see
their participation in Catholic schools not just as
a job, but as their vocation, a generous “labor of
love” to which God has called them.
This school year has been very challenging for
everyone. To our students, I want to thank you
for continuing to do your best, whether you are
learning in the classroom or at home. Each of
you is a precious gift from God. To our families,
thank you for your continued trust and faith in
our Catholic Schools. To our faculty, staff and
administrators, thank you for your outstanding
work. Your dedication and flexibility, especially in
these unprecedented times, show your love for
your students and for Catholic education.

Our 35
schools, 1,700
staff members
and over 9,000
students have met
and risen above
the challenges
associated with
the pandemic
during the past 10
months. Because of the hard work of so many,
our schools have remained open for in-person
learning, while also providing distance education
for families requesting this option. Our schools
have been successful in operating effectively and
in mitigating the spread of COVID-19.
On behalf of our entire Church and in the
name of our Lord Jesus, I extend my prayers
and blessings to all who are involved in Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Harrisburg. Happy
Catholic Schools Week!
Position Available: Diocesan Catholic
Youth Organization (CYO) Director
The Diocesan Secretariat for Catholic Life
and Evangelization is seeking to fill the parttime position of Diocesan Catholic Youth
Organization (CYO) Director. The candidate
must be a Catholic in good standing. This
position is responsible for overseeing all areas
of the Diocesan CYO Basketball Program.
This program consists of approximately
3,000 grade school and high school players
on approximately 250 teams with nearly 500
coaches.
Applicants must be detail-oriented and
will be expected to be in full compliance with
the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection
Program and accountable to the Diocesan
Director of Evangelization and Catechesis.
Hourly compensation commensurate with
experience. Application deadline is March 5.
For more information, contact the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis at
jgontis@hbgdiocese.org
Send résumé and cover letter to:			
employment@hbgdiocese.org
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Holy Spirit Parishioners Take Pro-Life Witness to Palmyra Square
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
As the March for
Life commenced in
our nation’s capital on
Jan. 29, more than 130
miles away in Palmyra,
the Respect for Life
Ministry at Holy Spirit
Parish led a pro-life
witness through the
neighborhoods and
streets of town. Nearly
40 people endured the
cold and windy weather
to share their message
of the dignity of human
life to passersby.
The ministry typically
sponsors a charter
bus to the March for
Life each year. Due to
the pandemic and the
March’s modification to
a more virtual event, the
parish instead opted for
a local pro-life activity.
Gathering at Holy Spirit
Church, participants
prayed the Rosary,
carrying pro-life signs
and banners as they
processed to Palmyra’s
square for a prayerful
and public witness.
“We put this event
together less than a
few weeks ago. We
wanted to do something
to witness to life, since
we couldn’t attend the
March in D.C. as we
normally would,” said
Art Bond, Chair of
the parish’s Respect
More PALMYRA
page 8
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Above, Father Anthony Dill, pastor of Holy Spirit Parish in Palmyra,
blesses participants before their local March for Life on Jan. 29.
Participants set out from Holy Spirit Church to pray the Rosary and give
witness to the dignity of human life in the public square.
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PALMYRA
continued from 7
Life Ministry. The ministry
also sponsors a Baby
Bottle campaign to supoort
mothers and babies.
“We were thrilled to get 39
people out here, especially
in the bitter cold,” Bond said.
“It’s all about getting our
message of life out there.”
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Lancaster Catholic’s Pro-Life Activities Pivot to In-Class Discussion, Prayer
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Pro-life activities in
conjunction with the
annual March for Life are
typically large-scale at
Lancaster Catholic High
School. Traditionally, school
administrators and teachers
accompany several dozen
students to the nation’s capital,
where their purple and gold
garb stands out in a sea of
pro-life proponents. In school,
students who don’t attend the
March assemble for a pro-life
speaker delivering an impactful
message on the value of human
life.
“It’s a total effort of witness
and evangelization,” Timothy
Hamer, school President, said
of the complementary events.
The March is significant for
Hamer, whose mother worked
alongside Nellie Gray, the
event’s founder in 1974. Up until
this year, Hamer hadn’t missed
a March.
This year, he joined fellow
administrators, teachers and
staff in involving students in
pro-life activities on a smaller
– but just as powerful – scale.
Lancaster Catholic’s annual
Pro-Life Day was observed
across two days of in-class
discussion on life issues and
opportunities for individual
prayer.
“The model for our Pro-Life
Day this year isn’t big, glorious
or flashy; in fact, it reflects the
whole ministry plan this year
around the pandemic. We’re a
lot less Martha and a lot less
Mary,” said Art Bamert, Director
of Campus Ministry.
The focus on Jan. 28 and 29

Senior Kaitlin Smith, a
member of Lancaster
Catholic’s Respect Life
Club, prays in the school
chapel during all-day
Adoration on Jan. 29 .

involved the entire 550-member
student body. Individual classes
prayed the Rosary for the
intention of respect for life,
and religion classes became
settings for discussion of
life issues and the Church’s
teaching on them. There was
also all-day Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and daily
Mass in the school chapel.
“I think this plan ends up
being more effective because
you have discussion in class
led by teachers who know their
students,” Bamert said. “The
discussion you’re going to have
in the Foundations religion class
will be very different than the
discussion in Honors Theology.
In reality, the teachers can meet
students where they’re at. It’s
a model that follows the classic
Catholic evangelization model
of meeting people where they
More LANCASTER CATHOLIC
page 10

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father Steven Arena, chaplain, leads Honors Theology students in
a discussion on bioethics Jan. 29.
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She joined the Respect Life Club as a way to
give back to the local community while putting
her pro-life beliefs into action. In addition to
participation in the annual March for Life, club
activities throughout the year include blood
drives, Thanksgiving food drives and – prior the
pandemic – visits to the elderly in nursing homes.
Smith said she is grateful for the school’s
infusion of pro-life activities, not only on Jan. 28
and 29, but throughout the year.
“It shows that our school puts an emphasis on
pro-life values and wants us to be informed on
the values we believe in. We have an opportunity
to reflect on these values and what our actions in
our daily lives show in that regard,” she said.
(Learn more about Lancaster Catholic High
School at www.lchsyes.org.)

are.”
In Honors Theology, for example, school
chaplain Father Steven Arena led a discussion on
bioethics. He spoke to students about Iceland’s
nearly 100 percent abortion rate of babies with
Down syndrome under the guise of eradicating
the genetic disorder.
Intentional, personal discussion of life issues
will answer students’ questions, win the hearts of
those who support abortion, and reaffirm those
committed in the pro-life movement, Bamert said.
“A large portion of our student body is prolife, but, as a whole, the generation questions
it. We also have a percentage of non-Catholic
students, so we have those who are adamantly
pro-life, and some who are on the opposite side
of the issue for various reasons, and it creates a
challenge. Our response, in both cases, is more
prayer,” he said.
It’s why Lancaster Catholic offered
Walking with Jesus to Calvary
all-day Adoration and the in-class
Rosary, in addition to the daily Rosary
Virtual Youth Lenten Retreat
and Holy Hour that have been taking
place before the start of the school
day.
“The most powerful thing you can
have is prayer,” Bamert said. “The
quieter, Mary-like approach of prayer
and small discussions will win hearts
one at a time. We’re making it about
Join Chris Wood for an
individual conversations. I’m hopeful
engaging hour of reflection on
that it’s going to produce more fruit.
Jesus’ final steps to Calvary,
If we can change the minds of 20
exploring His fear, pain and
kids, or reaffirm 20 kids in their prosuffering and how you can
life beliefs, they’re going to talk to
grow closer to Him.
others about the spectrum of pro-life
issues, from abortion and eugenics to
When: February 20
contraception and bioethics.”
Time: 1 - 2 p.m.
Senior Kaitlin Smith, one of the
Who: Youth,
leaders of Lancaster Catholic’s
7th - 12th
Respect Life Club, said she
appreciated the school’s immersive
grades
efforts.
Registration: Free (donations appreciated)
“I was in public school before I
came here, and it’s a little bit different
Register at: https://hbgdiocese.formstack.com/forms/
because you’re not used to being
virtual_lenten_retreat
surrounded by people who have the
Register By: Thursday, Feb. 18
same ideology as you,” she said.
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Delone Catholic High School Participates in Virtual March for Life

By Lauren Gross
Special to The Witness
Delone Catholic High
School students participated
in a “Virtual March for Life”
on Jan. 28, during all three
lunch periods. The school’s
virtual activities were held in
conjunction with the national
March for Life, which moved to
a virtual event this year due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
“I’m very glad and feel very
fortunate that the students have
an opportunity to do
this,” said Kate Phenicie,
Spiritual Life Director and

Religion teacher. “They were
afraid they were missing out.
This is giving a voice to them,
and a meaningful way to
participate. I’m encouraged to
see how many young people
are passionate about this.”
Students were asked to
write why they’re pro-life
on a sign, which they were
photographed holding. The
students’ messaged echoed
the deeply pro-life and
compassionate teachings
of the Catholic Church, with
slogans such as “A life is a
life, no matter how small,”
“Defend the
sacredness of
every human
life,” “Parents
and
children need
love,” and “Life
is precious.”
“I think
it’s a great
opportunity for
them to voice
their support,”
said Father
Samuel
Miller, Delone
Catholic’s
Seniors Owen Alster and Owen Speakman hold
chaplain. “This
the signs they made at the Delone Catholic High is a way to
School Virtual March for Life.

Junior Gabriella Roberts shows
her support for human life during
the Delone Catholic High School
Virtual March for Life.
make their voices heard. It’s
brave. It takes a lot of guts.
They know they’re the majority,
but people make them out to be
the minority.”
The Virtual March for Life
was organized by the school’s
Respect Life Club, which is
under the guidance of Julia
Fuhrman, Social Studies
teacher and department chair.
(Lauren Gross is the Director
of Strategic Communications at
Delone Catholic.)

Supporting the seminarians studying
for the Diocese of Harrisburg
Bid February 4 through Sunday, February 7

Visit bit.ly/fishersofmenauction2021 to
view auction items
or to make a donation
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At March for Life, Tim Tebow Calls on Pro-Lifers to Change the Culture

By Christine Rousselle
Catholic News Agency
Speakers at the 2021 March for Life rally on
Friday called on pro-lifers to change the culture
and not be discouraged at political setbacks.
“We need to live on a rescue mission of truly
loving people well,” said Tim Tebow, retired NFL
player and current baseball player.
Tebow was the keynote speaker at the
rally for the 48th annual March for Life. The
rally was held virtually due to the COVID-19
pandemic and security measures, and featured
speeches from politicians of both parties, former
professional athletes, and religious leaders.
The speakers told pro-lifers not to be
discouraged at political setbacks, and
encouraged them to change the culture through
prayer, unity, and love of neighbor.
Rep. Chris Smith (R-N.J.), co-chair of the
House Pro-Life Caucus, said that the current
political climate is not ideal for the pro-life cause.
He reminded viewers that the country has been
in similar positions before.
“Just like today, both President Clinton
and Obama came into office with Democratic
majorities in both houses, and sweeping plans
to eviscerate all pro-life laws and policies,” said
Smith. “And there were significant setbacks. But
you and I refused to quit, or to go away.”
Rep. Smith encouraged people to recommit
to prayer, fasting, and good works in light of
the “enormous challenges” facing the pro-life
movement. He urged for people to respect
others, even when there are “fundamental
differences” in beliefs.
Citing President Biden’s inaugural address
which stated that “justice for all will be deferred
no longer,” Rep. Smith was critical of the
president’s evolution on the abortion issue.
“Mr. President, the dream of ‘justice for all’
cannot be achieved if a whole segment of
society is legally ignored and discriminated
against because of where they live—in
their mothers’ wombs—and how small and
defenseless they are,” said Rep. Smith.
Rep. Smith cited President Biden’s past
consistent support for pro-abortion policies, such
as the Hyde Amendment and the use of federal
funding to pay for abortion.

“Mr. President, reversing the Protection Life
in Global Health Assistance, or the Mexico
City Policy, forces U.S. taxpayers to fund
organizations that promote, lobby for or perform
abortion on demand in foreign countries,” he
said. “Yet, Americans overwhelmingly oppose
using U.S. foreign aid to subsidize abortion.”
Rep. Angie Hatton (D-94), the Minority Whip
of the Kentucky House of Representatives,
spoke openly about her Christian faith and the
realities of what a pro-life society would look like.
“I’m proud that my state is a national leader
in legislation that protects the unborn. I’m also a
Democrat,” said Rep. Hatton. “I was glad to be
asked to speak today, because I believe in this
year’s theme: together strong, life unites.”
Rep. Hatton spoke of the need for a bipartisan
effort to end abortion, through both laws and
“eliminating the reasons women seek abortions
in the first place.”
“When we make access to healthcare so
difficult that only the wealthy get to be healthy,
when we don’t pay working mothers a living
wage, and when we don’t support families
struggling with affordable childcare and
preschool, and we don’t adequately fund foster
care and adoption services, the number of
women seeking abortions increases,” she said.
“I believe we should all be pro-life, for
the whole life,” she said. She said that she
encourages Republican politicians to support
not only “anti-abortion” legislation, but also
legislation that would help mothers and their
babies, and encouraged pro-life Democrats to
join Democrats for Life.
“The pro-life movement has had some
success in recent decades, but our work is far
from over,” Rep. Hatton said.
Tebow told of how his mother delivered him
despite being encouraged to abort him. He went
on to play in the NFL after winning the Heisman
Trophy, the award given to college football’s
most outstanding player.
“Because of her pro-life story, I now get to
share my story,” he said of his mother. “But it’s
only because my mom gave me a chance.”
Tebow said that society needs to be on a
“rescue mission” for those in need, and that
More MARCH, page 13

MARCH, continued from 12
people need to be pro-life
in every area “for all of
humanity.”
Tebow spoke of the
etymology of the word
“passion,” and how it
actually related to suffering.
Pro-lifers will have to suffer
as Jesus did for humanity,
he said.
“We can endure
whatever hardships we
face because people,
because humanity,
because loving people is
worth it,” he said.  
“We can choose the best
interests of other people,
and we can act on their
behalf,” said Tebow. “We
need to be on a rescue
mission for them.”
Lila Rose, founder of
Live Action, said that prolifers must focus more on
changing the culture in
addition to politics.
“Our politics will not
change, until our people
change,” said Rose.
“Politics have been
incredibly disappointing.
The law is horribly unjust.
And yet, our political
breakthroughs, our political
successes, will only be
short term unless they are
rooted in deep cultural
breakthroughs.”
Rose said that this
breakthrough is possible,
“if we do quiet, and
sometimes difficult, daily
work of service, education,
and prayer. If we do this
work together, we can
transform our culture, and
ultimately sustain our laws
that protect our children,”
she said.
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Youth Protection Program

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call PA Child Abuse Hotline:

1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official, employee or
volunteer, also call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a manos de un official,
empleado o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono
gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

The Called
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with being a Sister. Especially
as you’re going through high
school, you’re trying to have a
A series of profiles on clergy and religious
normal high school experience.
Sister Mathilde DeLucy
You’re thinking about having
(Formerly Katie DeLucy)
children, the future, what your
career is going to be. You’re
Hometown: Scranton, Pa.
thinking about who you’re going
Education: Holy Name of Jesus School to go to Prom with. But even for
me, and when I had boyfriends,
and Bishop McDevitt High School in
it wasn’t something that ever
Harrisburg; Assumption College for
100 percent went away. It kept
Sisters in Mendham, N.J.; Seton Hall
coming up, especially in more
University, South Orange, N.J.
quiet moments, especially in
Current Assignment: Music and thirdmoments where I was praying.
grade teacher at St. Francis Cathedral
It was always very subtle, and
School in Metuchen, N.J.
always returning, even though I
always said “No, not me God!”
Consecration and the priest
Tell me a bit about your
Luckily, God is a lot wiser
held up the Eucharist and said, and loving and more fixed on
childhood.
“This is my Body, given up for
I’m originally from Scranton,
helping us to reach our goal
you.” Something in that moment and trying to help us find which
Pa., but when I was in sixth
made me stop. I was looking at way our heart is called to love.
grade, we ended up moving
the Host and the words filled my No matter how stubborn I was
to the Harrisburg area, in
head, saying “One day, you’re
Linglestown. I started school
and how much I thought I would
going to serve me.”
at Holy Name of Jesus in the
plan out what my future was
I was incredibly taken aback
middle of my sixth-grade year.
going to be, He kept very gently
by it, and a little bit freaked out. perusing stubborn Katie.
I had been homeschooled up
But I felt something in my heart.
to that point, so it was a big
change. I really loved my time at After Mass, I said to my friend,
When did you start giving
“Have you ever felt that maybe
Holy Name of Jesus. I still have
serious consideration to
really great friendships from that you’d become a nun?” She
religious life?
time. After Holy Name, I went on looked at me and said, “Uh,
When I was in my senior year
no.” I said, “Yeah, me neither.”
to Bishop McDevitt High School
at Bishop McDevitt, applying for
I tried then to put it out of my
and graduated there in 2011.
colleges, auditioning for music
mind. It was not something
school and dating someone,
I embraced at first. It was
When did you first hear the
the thought just kept coming
something I wanted to pretend
call?
up. In January, I had already
never happened, or that it was
In seventh-grade at Holy
gotten acceptance letters and
a fleeting thought. But every
Name of Jesus, it was the first
scholarships and had been
time vocations were brought up through multiple auditions. I
time I ever really felt a strong
in school, or someone would
feeling that God was calling me
also had the option of going on
come in and talk about religious a high school retreat. A friend
to religious life. It was during a
life, I had an attraction. I always of mine said, “You have to go
school Mass. I was in Liturgy
thought, “I wonder what it’s
Choir, kneeling. I remember
on Kairos.” It was the first ever
really like.” Especially when I
being very distracted, and
Kairos at McDevitt. She went
would be at Mass, that thought
throwing some side-eye at
would come back.
friends like a normal middleMore THE CALLED
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the year before on Lancaster
Catholic’s Kairos. I remember
thinking, “I don’t want to spend
a three-day weekend in retreat
when all of this other stuff is
going on, and needing to fill out
paperwork, plus homework.”
Every year since graduating
from Holy Name, I had helped
with their musical. The teacher
at the time, who directed the
plays, Toni Mahoney, who has
since gone home to God, was
a huge inspiration in my life. I
remember talking to her after
play practice and saying, “I think
I’m going to go on this retreat,
but I will miss being at the play,
and I feel so bad. It’s my last
year with the play, and I don’t
even know if I want to go on
the retreat.” She said, “Kate, if
this is something in your heart
that you feel that you should do,
then you should do it. Service
leads us to God.” That really
struck me. She was always
someone who had guided me,
and helped me to grow in my
faith and in my confidence
that God used my talents and
abilities to serve.
I ended up going on the
retreat, and during those days,
I knew very strongly that this is
what God was calling me to do.
Even though He had answered
all of my prayers in regard to
the music schools I wanted to
go to, He also pointed me to
the fact that if I didn’t at least
try to understand what the
call was, something would be
missing in my life and I would
be unhappy. I was on the retreat
with someone I was dating at
the time, and I remember being
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so torn when I was talking
with Father Raymond LaVoie,
who was our chaplain and the
Diocesan Director of Vocations
at the time. I asked him, “How
do you really know?” He said,
“Imagine your life both ways.
Imagine being married to
someone you love and trust,
and then imagine your life
giving yourself completely to
God. You’ll know. You’ll feel it.
When you’re praying tonight in
front of the Blessed Sacrament,
imagine that you’re sitting next
to Jesus. All He wants for you is
whatever is going to make you
happiest and the most fulfilled.”
As I did that, I thought what
I’d imagine was walking down
the aisle with a beautiful white
dress and a long veil. But
what I actually imagined was
laying in front of an altar, and
I’d never even seen a religious
profession. At that moment, I
knew I would enter religious life.
After the retreat, what did you
do to prepare to enter?
After the retreat, I knew
I needed to break off the
relationship I had with the boy
I was dating for two years in
high school, which was a very
hard decision, because he was
a wonderful person. I needed
time to pursue this relationship
God was calling me to. I
started going every day to St.
Catherine’s and St. Margaret
Mary’s to pray after school. I’d
invite some friends with me, and
then we’d go to the ice cream
parlor, 3Bs, afterwards.
At night, I would Google
questions about religious life
and Sisters, but I didn’t tell my
family that I was searching nuns

online in the night (laughing).
Sister Marie Pauline had been
serving at our high school and
was also on Kairos with us.
She wasn’t my teacher, but on
the retreat, she talked about
prayer, loving God and loving
others. She talked about how,
in her life, loving God brought
her to deep love of all people.
She said talking to God, just
as a friend, caused her to have
a universal love for others. I
wanted to know about that,
and to live that. I would be
outside of her classroom on
random days, and I finally got
the courage to walk in and say,
“Sister, you don’t know me, but
I really feel like I need to talk
to you, because I think I might
have a religious vocation.” We
talked for many days, and finally
I asked her about the Sisters of
Christian Charity.
The beauty about talking to
her was, she never said, “Oh,
you should join our community.”
I think that would have scared
me at the time. But when I
asked, she handed me a flyer
with photos of the Motherhouse
and some of the postulants and
Sisters. There was a quote that
said, “The Blessed Sacrament
is my life and my bliss. To it
do I owe the grace of my holy
vocation.” As soon as I read
that, I immediately thought of
the time in seventh grade when
I felt so drawn to the Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament. The
second quote on the flyer
said, “The Sisters ought to be
distinguished by their virtues of
cheerfulness and friendliness.”
More THE CALLED
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And the third quote, “Holy love
should sparkle in the eye,
radiate on the lips and shine
upon the countenance.” Those
three simple quotes made me
realize that’s what I want to
show to other people. This is
the kind of love I feel drawn to.
I went to live-ins at the
Motherhouse in Mendham,
N.J., and I did look at other
communities, but God kept
showing me the Sisters of
Christian Charity was the
community he was guiding me
to.
God willing, with permission
of the community, I will have
the grace of professing my final
vows on August 15 of this year.
I’m very much looking forward
to that. It’s been a beautiful ten
years. Every year, there have
been many joys and challenges,
but God has been showing
me this is the place He has
destined for me to be.
When did you tell your family,
and what was their reaction?
I told two of my friends first,
when they were on the retreat
with me at the time. I asked
them, “Is this for real, or is it just
from the stress of everything
that’s going on?” They were
supportive and said, “Just try
it. If you feel this is something
you should do, how bad can
it be to look into?” But I didn’t
share everything with them until
I did more research. I decided
to contact the vocation director
of the Sisters of Christian
Charity, and she said, “It’s funny
that you’re e-mailing me now,
because we have a discernment

weekend this weekend. You
should come.” My first reaction
was, “Oh no, I’m ready to
do that so soon.” I had been
thinking about going later in
the summer to check it out,
but of course the discernment
weekend was right then! The
more I thought about it, I
realized I should just go.
I was going to choir practice
for the parish that week, and I
wrote this long letter to my mom
and my aunt, telling them, “I
know this sounds crazy, and you
have done so much in helping
me to visit schools and get to
auditions, but I need to go and
check out the Motherhouse.” I
put the note in the bedroom and
snuck out of the house. When
I got home that night, neither
of them said very much to me.
I said, “Did you get my note?
I think I might want to go this
weekend. They have a college
for Sisters, so maybe I can
see that too.” They were both
working that Saturday, so my
aunt offered to drive me to New
Jersey after school on Friday.
I’m glad that God gave me the
courage to do it.
How did you feel visiting the
Motherhouse for the first
time?
I had this great feeling of
being at home. I remember
leaving the discernment
weekend and one of the Sisters
asking how it went. I said, “I
feel like I’ve met you all before.
You feel so familiar to me.” She
chuckled, and later on she said,
“That feeling of familiarity is
something common when you
feel the sense of the charism
within you.”

I was still discerning other
communities too, and there
was one in particular that I felt
I wanted to go to. I contacted
their vocation director, and it
was a plane-ride away to get
to their community. The only
vocation discernment weekend
they had for the year was the
same week of high school finals
and graduation. I couldn’t go
to visit that community, but
they came to both Trinity and
McDevitt in the spring. I had
the opportunity to talk to their
postulants, and as one of them
talked about how much she
loved the community and her
experience of visiting, all I kept
thinking was how I experienced
that also at the Motherhouse
at Mendham. Why was I
continuing to look left and right
when God had already laid it out
before me?
After that realization, making
some other visits to Mendham,
and continued discernment, I
wrote to the congregation that
I wanted to go to Assumption
College for Sisters instead of
going to college and entering
the congregation later. I asked
for permission to enter their
community as a postulant, and
with their mutual discernment
and acceptance of my desire, I
entered on August 23, 2011.
What were your experiences
as a postulant and novice?
The first two years after
you enter is called postulancy.
You have conferences with
the directress, you learn all
the different types of prayer,
More THE CALLED
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you read the documents of the Church, you
learn more deeply about the foundress, Blessed
Pauline, and the charism of the community. You
learn about what it means to be called to be a
Sister. You also learn about human development
when you’re called to be a Sister, and what it
means to live in community – including going to
bed at a decent hour and exercising every day.
I attended Assumption College, which the
Sisters of Christian Charity run. It is the only
college in North America that is specifically for
religious women or those who are discerning
a religious vocation. We also sponsor Sisters
from Vietnam, Africa and South America to come
and learn English and receive their associate’s
degree. The Sisters get their education and go
back to their home countries to serve the Church
and their community. Many times, the Sisters
get full scholarships to other colleges for their
bachelor’s and master’s degrees and some even
doctorates. When they return to their country,
they are called upon to use this knowledge in
a variety of ways. Some even teach English in
universities!
The next two years are novitiate, a serious
time of discernment. The first year, you’re in
the Motherhouse with a concentrated schedule
of prayer and conferences on the vowed life.
You study the constitutions of your community
and human development with the vows you’re
called to live. You do a lot of study on the life of
Mother Pauline and the Church’s documents on
vowed religious. You discern if this is still what
God wants, and you discern with a directress.
Each step of the way, you write every year to ask
permission to continue. The request is always
the person’s initiative, not the community asking
you to stay. The community then in mutual
discernment will give you permission to continue.
The second year of novitiate continues
study, but is also an apostolic year. We do
mission experiences where we spend time in
a local house to see what it’s like to work in a
community, a parish, or a school. We spend
time with Sisters in their ministry. You discern
what God wants you to do for the Church. I’ve

always wanted to teach music, and it fits in the
community as far as service to the Church. In
my time of mission experience, I was going in to
schools, and I also studied at Seton Hall to get
my bachelor’s degree.
After my second year of novitiate, I professed
my first vows. Formation is an extremely precious
time, and so integral in setting you up for a life of
prayer despite the busyness of life. It’s necessary
to have a balance of prayer when you’re trying
to give yourself to others for God. Without it, it’s
impossible.
Why did you choose Mathilde as your
religious name?
Sister Mathilde is one of the first Sisters that
Mother Pauline asked to begin the community
with her. Mathilde was 17 when Pauline was
discerning that God was calling her to start a
religious community. Mother Pauline felt a deep
friendship with Mathilde. She saw Mathilde
as someone who was very giving, loyal, and
responsible. She asked Mathilde first to help
at a day nursery she had started, and saw the
beginnings of a great teacher and a desire to
serve and love those in need.
As I was getting to know more about the
congregation, I was always pulled to Sister
Mathilde’s story. She always wanted to
continue the efforts and the charism of Mother
Pauline after Mother Pauline passed away.
Sister Mathilde was always given more difficult
missions, and asked to help start missions,
especially in the early stages of the community,
because Mother Pauline had so much trust in her.
Sister Mathilde was very attuned to her prayer life
and wanting to be the best she could be for God.
She was the first Sister in the community to
be sent to North America. She went to WilkesBarre in the Scranton Diocese, which is where
my family comes from. When I learned that, I
was taken aback. I had already felt a kind of
connection to her and all of those things added
up for me.
You submit your choices for a religious name
at the end of your postulancy. The idea of taking
More THE CALLED
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her name came up when I was in the shrine
the community has for Mother Pauline. I was
praying about name choices, and I already had
three choices on my list. Mathilde’s name came
to me, and I thought, “That’s a lot to live up to.”
But it kept coming up whenever I would visit the
shrine. I submitted it to the postulant director and
said, “Her name keeps coming up, but I don’t
even think it’s something the community would
consider giving me, because no one else has
ever asked for her name and she’s one of the
founding Sisters.” She said, “Keep praying about
it. If it keeps coming up, put the name down. All
they can do is say no.”
They don’t tell you what your religious name is
going to be until your investing night before you
become a novice. I was very surprised when I
received the name, because I had other choices.
I thought I was going to get my second choice,
which was Maria Adelaide. I love Sister Mathilde,
who is my patron. I try to pattern my religious life
after her.

popular?” But when you have the opportunity to
pray about the names you feel drawn to, it gives
you a chance to think about what God is really
calling you to in life and the qualities He has put
on your heart. Not that I’m anywhere near the
level of Sister Mathilde, but it’s what I think God is
calling me to become with His grace. You realize
the whole point is the journey, the learning and
the becoming, and it’s not going to the look the
same as that of the person you’re emulating. It’s
going to happen in the way that God has planned
for you.
The saints are here to help us on our unique
path, to walk us through. They’re part of the rope
that helps us climb to heaven. Some of the saints
talk about a ladder to heaven, but I think that
sounds too easy. For me, I think more along the
lines of the giant rope in P.E. class, that only two
people in your entire class could do because of
their amazing upper-body strength (laughing). But
you’re trying your best, and hanging on!

You are teaching now. Talk about that
assignment.
I am currently teaching at St. Francis Cathedral
School, which is a K-8 school in Metuchen, N.J.
What is it like to be called by that name for the Normally, I am the music teacher for K-8. I teach
first time?
general music classes as well as choir and an
It’s very exciting when you receive the name
eighth-grade hand bell ensemble. I also teach 52
during your investing, but the initial reaction
students in private lessons in various instruments
during the first few weeks is, sometimes you
and vocal study. The school has close to 500
actually forget. You’re used to being called
students, and I have about 70 kids in the choir,
another name your entire life. A funny story is, as which is third grade and up. There are about 20
a novice I was answering the phones. Another
children selected every year for bell choir. I also
Sister called from another part of the house to
coordinate all the school liturgies.
say that she was going out for a time. When I
That’s what I usually do, but COVID has
answered, she asked, “Is this Sister Bridget?”
shaken up our entire existence. This past
I said, “No, it’s Katie. No, it’s not, it’s Sister
summer, the principal asked if I would teach
Mathilde. Sorry, I’m having an identity crisis.” She third-grade this year because the music program
was laughing because it was only a week after I
would have to be suspended. I’m working with
had gotten my name.
the two other third-grade teachers who guide
But it’s an aspect on your Baptism and
me. I really love teaching, though there is a large
Confirmation. Your parents pick your name at
difference between teaching all subjects and just
Baptism that they want you to grow into. At
music. I’m in the process of getting certified for
Confirmation, you pick a patron that is going to
preschool through third grade general education.
help you come to holiness. But in those stages of I enjoy teaching, and I feel the beauty of what
life, you’re not always ready to understand that.
Sometimes as an eighth grader, you’re thinking,
More THE CALLED
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Sister Mathilde must have
experienced when Mother
Pauline asked to do something
she’d never done before.
Do you have other outlets
for music, since you’re not
teaching it right now?
I cantor at the Cathedral
and am part of the Diocesan
and Cathedral choirs here in
Metuchen. I’ve been able to
sing at a lot of funerals and
weddings, which is a beautiful
experience. Especially at
funerals, I find that you have the
ability to love people musically
at some of the most vulnerable
parts of their life. I’ve actually
done two funerals for parents
of students, which has been
heartbreaking. That has shown
me what it means to deeply love
people who are deeply hurting,
and to walk with them during
that time. They will tell me how
one particular song really fills
the great sorrow in them with
great comfort and God touches
them in that moment. It’s a
huge grace to hear that the
different gifts God has given
to me musically are a vehicle
of helping people to pray more
deeply and feel God with them.
Helping them experience part
of the Liturgy in a deeper way is
the biggest joy and gift for me.
Because of COVID, I started
uploading songs on YouTube.
I like to sing various hymns, as
well as Italian opera and show
tunes. I share it often through
e-mail and Facebook because
I think people need that extra
outlet now more than ever. With

various hymns and uplifting
messages from certain songs,
you really do feel a connection
to God.
Where did your love of music
start?
My mom always played piano
when I was growing up. She
never had any formal studies;
she’s always played by ear. My
love for singing grew around
my older sister. She and I sang
a lot. We’d sit in her room and
sing various songs together.
We’d sing “I Feel Pretty” in front
of the mirror. My sister was a
cantor and was in parish choir
growing up, and I just wanted to
be like her. My brother played
various instruments. I think my
love for music sprang from our
relationship and our spending
time together.
What will these next several
months be like as you
prepare to profess final
vows?
I will again petition the
community by writing a letter
to our provincial superior and
our superior general, who is in
Germany. I’ll write to both of
them to express my desire to
commit myself completely to
make this final commitment.
In the letter, I’ll write about the
things that I’ve learned and how
God continues to be with me
on this journey. I’ll also go for
an interview with the provincial
and my counselors to talk about
what religious life has been like
for me.
In the summer, we’ll have
tertianship, which is a period
of discernment and praying
more deeply about what we’re

about to commit to. There will
be another retreat prior to final
vows. Hopefully on August 15,
I will get to kneel in front of the
bishop and receive a ring of
consecration, and say vows of
perpetual poverty, chastity and
obedience. I am very excited for
it, and I can’t wait! I’m grateful
to God that I’m at this point.
Sometimes it doesn’t seem
that it’s been ten years since I
started this journey. But when
you love something and it’s
brought so much joy to you,
time doesn’t feel that long.
What would you say to a high
school student, or even a
middle school student, who is
thinking about religious life?
I would say the first and most
important thing is, don’t be
afraid. Just like everything else
in our lives, this is a process.
It’s not as if you decide to
enter the convent and they
lock the doors behind you and
say, “You’re here for life.” It’s a
process of growing with God.
There are some people who
enter religious life but don’t
stay. People don’t look at them
and gasp, “I can’t believe you
left!” It’s like anything else. It’s
like ending a relationship when
you’re dating; it’s just a part of
life.
I think because religious life
is not necessarily common or
mainstream, people turn your
thoughts into a huge deal and
say, “If you do this, there’s no
turning back.” That’s not true.
It’s all a process of learning. If
you think God is calling you to it,
He’s not going to play with your
More THE CALLED
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heart. He’s not going to put you
into something and say, “Ha, I
tricked you.” There’s a reason
you’re being led to discern.
Someone once told me that
discernment is really something
every person should do. Loving
God shapes the rest of our
relationships.
So don’t be afraid. Try
to develop a casual sense
of prayer life in talking to
God like you would talk to a

friend. Talk to Him about your
feelings, about your day-today experiences. Put it in front
of God. When we’re younger,
we think praying is all about
Litanies or Rosaries, or going
to Mass on Sunday. But God
speaks to us in ways that are
familiar and compatible with
who we are. The more we listen
and dialog with Him, the more
God can show us what He’s
trying to say to us.
Try to visit Sisters, or at
least find someone to talk
to. Go and see a convent or

visit a Motherhouse. Just as
most people wouldn’t rush into
marriage, you need to see if
you fit in a religious order and
if it feels right. Pray often, and
go have an experience of what
religious life is really all about.
Is there anything else you
would like to say?
I want to say how grateful
I am for the experience I had
throughout my education in
the Harrisburg Diocese. I
had amazing educators that
really inspired me and took
my talents, my joys and
my passions, and oriented
them to God. It began at
Holy Name and continued at
McDevitt. I am very grateful
for the people who helped
me along that journey.
I also want my community
to know how grateful I am for
their support, their prayers
and their love. It is such a
joy and grace to share life
in my religious family with
them. I can’t wait to spend
a life time loving Christ with
them, learning from them,
and struggling to climb that
rope to heaven each day
alongside of them.
(Interview conducted by
Jen Reed, The Catholic
Witness.)
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A Celebration of Consecrated Life

The Church celebrates World Day of Prayer for
Consecrated Life on Feb. 2 and in parishes this weekend.
It’s a special time to celebrate the gift of men and women
in consecrated life and pray for those discerning the
vocation.
In the following commentary, Sister Sophia Marie
Peralta, SCC, reflects on her experiences at the recent
National Religious Vocation Conference and the hope and
beauty of consecrated life.

To Give You a Future of Hope

By Sister Sophia Marie Peralta, SCC
Special to The Witness
“For I know well the plans I have in mind for
you, says the LORD, ... so as to give you a future
of hope.”1
As a newer entrant to religious life, I was
blessed to have been invited to attend the NRVC
Convocation - “2020 Vision: Focus on Hope” at
the end of October. Although held virtually this
year, the energy, zeal, love and hope for religious
life of the close to 400 Vocation Directors and
guests, was evident through the dynamic talks,
small group discussions and heartfelt sharing.
“Be not afraid, for I am with you”! How not
to be filled with hope for the future of religious
life amid the changing demographics, when the
flame of love for the Beloved is burning brightly
and so alive in so many who “know him in whom
[they] have believed”! It is “the God of hope [who
fills us] with all joy and peace in believing, so that
[we] may abound in hope by the power of the
holy Spirit”.
Just as John the Baptist gave testimony to
Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God” and the two
disciples began to follow him, we too, through
our vowed life, give witness to the beauty, depth,
richness, joy, love and never ending possibilities
of religious life.
“What are you looking for?” is the question
Jesus continues to pose to countless souls
during each generation, and with his “Come, and
you will see” invites them to peak through the
veil of this unique way of life and enter into its
mystery. As Pope Francis remarks: “Consecrated
life [is] an encounter with Christ. It is he who
comes to us...and we go toward him guided by
the Holy Spirit.”2

From this encounter, deep within the soul of
the consecrated, Christ’s words: “Do you love
me?”, “do you love me more than these?” begin
to resound. And just like Mary, who “conceived
in her heart before she conceived in her womb”,
with our whole lives we respond FIAT, “Yes Lord,
you know that I love you.”
This beautiful dialogue of the soul is captured
in the retreat notes of Blessed Pauline von
Mallinckrodt, the foundress of the Sisters of
Christian Charity, during her first retreat at the
age of 24:
“With such great love You seek souls. You
knock at their door and beg admittance. ... I
sought Your honor in external works. For Your
honor and glory I wished to help Your brethren;
whereas, that which You actually were asking
of me I failed to hear in the turmoil and noise
of the outer world, “My daughter, give Me your
heart.” Oh, I thank You that You did not cease
to seek me. May You alone be the subject of
my thoughts and aspirations, You alone my
happiness forever and ever. Stay with me and
teach me what it means to be a handmaid of the
Lord and to act according to His word. In You
alone I place all my trust. Lord, help me. Amen.”3
Yes, every time we “find Him whom [our] soul
loves” there is hope! You “caught sight of the
treasure worth more than any worldly good,”
says Pope Francis “Why?.. Because you fell
in love with Jesus, you saw everything in him,
and enraptured by his gaze, you left the rest
behind. Religious life is this vision,” continues
Pope Francis. “It means seeing what really
matters in life. It means welcoming the Lord’s
gift with open arms... This is what the eyes of
More CONSECRATED LIFE
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Life, as is evidenced by the
findings of the 2020 Study
on Recent Vocations to
consecrated men and women
Religious Life conducted
behold: the grace of God
by the Center for Applied
poured into their hands which
Research in the Apostolate
says: ‘Everything is gift, all is
(CARA) for the National
grace’. We did not deserve
Religious Vocation
religious life; it is a gift of love
Conference (NRVC).
that we have received.”4
This study highlights the
Gift! “All is gift”, says Mother
following five major areas:
Pauline, “what most tender
• “ENDLESS CALL:
love is due him.” This gift of
Women and men
love is the hope for the future
continue to respond
of religious life. A holy love
to the call to
that “emanates from that fire
religious life
of God’s love, which should
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
• APPEAL: They are
burn constantly in our hearts;
drawn by prayer,
A religious Sister interacts with a
shine upon the countenance,
spirituality, charism,
participant at the Diocese’s Fiat
sparkle in the eye and radiate
community life, and
Days vocation retreat in 2019.
from the lips.” A love that sees
mission
possibilities and communion.
• ATTRIBUTES:
will lift up the cup of salvation
A love that lives in hope and
Culturally diverse;
and call on the name of the
believes because as Pope
embrace intercultural,
Lord, I will pay my vows to the
Francis addressed in his letter
intergenerational living
Lord in the presence of all his
to all Consecrated, “this hope
• LIFESTYLE: Committed
people.”5
is not based on statistics or
to living simply and in
accomplishments, but on the
solidarity with the poor
1 Jeremiah 29:11
One in whom we have put our
• OUTLOOK: Filled
2 Homily of Pope Francis, Feast
trust (cf. 2 Tim 1:2), the One for
with abundant hope
of The Presentation of the Lord on
whom ‘nothing is impossible’
for religious life amid
the occasion of the 18th World Day
(Lk 1:37). This is the hope
5
changing demographics” for Consecrated Life
which does not disappoint;
Veni, Sponsa Christi! Come,
3 Blessed Pauline von
it is the hope which enables
Mallinckrodt, Retreat Notes of
Spouse of Christ, receive the
consecrated life to keep writing
1842
crown which the Lord has
its great history well into the
4 Homily of Pope Francis, Feast
prepared for you since time
of The Presentation of the Lord on
future. It is to that future that we everlasting! Yes! The story of
the occasion of the 24th World Day
must always look, conscious
a soul captivated by the love
for Consecrated Life
that the Holy Spirit spurs us
that never ends continues and
5 Psalm 116 12-14
on so that he can still do great
will continue to be written in
things with us.”
the hearts of the many called
Page 21 photo: Sisters share
A “hope [that] does not
to religious life each time our
in the joy of celebration at the
disappoint, because the love
resounding FIAT joins the
Diocese’s annual Jubilee Mass
of God has been poured out
echo of all those YESes of
in 2019. Photo by Chris Heisey,
into our hearts through the Holy generations past, and continues
The Catholic Witness
Spirit that has been given to us”! to reverberate through time for
What a grace to continue to see those YESes still yet to come!
this hope alive and thriving in
“What shall I return to the
the newer members of Religious Lord for all his bounty to me? I
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of The Diocese of Harrisburg, PA Inc.

COMBINED STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
JUNE 30, 2020 AND 2019

ASSETS

C a sh
Accounts receivable, net
Prepaid exp
xpeenses
Bequests and restricted funds held by and due frfroom the
Diocese ofHarrisburg
Due frfroom the Diocese ofHarrisburg
Funds held in trust by others
Property and equipment, less accumulated depreciation
T o t a l assets

2020
$3,090
432,283
2,S61

2019
$3,390
436,43S
3,279

346,266
1,733,142
1,3S8,8Sl
16,339
$ 3,892,S32

3Sl,022
1,1S0,S19
1,386,302
26,063
$3,3S7,010

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable and accrued exp
xpeenses
Securit y deposits
Refundable advances
Note payable
Total liabilities
Net asset
Without donor restrictions
With donor r e s t r i c t i o n s
Total net assets
Total liabilities and net assets

$ 308,46S
1,12S
120
898,S00
1,208,210

$492,849
1,800
120

979,20S
1,?0S,117
2,684,322
$ 3,892,S32

1,12S,309
1,736,932
2,862,241
3,3S7,010

494,769

COMBINED STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
2020

Oianges in net assets without donor restrictions
Revenues, support and gains
Govern
rnm
ment funding, principally fee-for-service
Program service fees
Contributions
United Way allocation
Other contributions and bequests
Distributions from funds held in trust
Rental income
Miscellaneous income
Net assets released from restrictions
Total revenues, support and gains
Exp
xpeenses
Program services
Counseling services
In-home counseling services
Specializ
izeed youth services
Specializ
izeed residences
Immigration/refugee services
Supportitinng services
Management and general
Fundraising
Total exp
xpeenses
Oiange in net assets without donor restrictions before
Diocese ofHarrisburg allocation
Diocese of Harrisburg allocation
Oiange in net assets without donor restrictions
Changes in net assets with donor restrictions
Net losses on funds held in trust by others
Net assets released frfroom restrictions
Change in net assets with donor restrictions
Change in net assets
Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of year

�
�
�
�

Government Funding
Program service fees
United Way allocation
Other contributions and bequests
Distribution of funds held in Trust
Rental income
Diocesan Funds
Miscellaneous income

2019

$ 2,436,841
2,916,690

$ 2,S79,211
2,9S9,641

94,881
S13,146
41,314
240,849
109,7S7
4,36S
6,3S7,843

117,94S
4S8,392
40,372
2S4,478
14S,792
38,27S
6,S94,106

926,197
971,391
2,103,GSB
1,694,140
S 01,1S 8

893,GlS
80S,S64
2,287,S42
1,749,384
S93,761

8S9,033
81,lSS
7,136,732

846,03S
103,S02
7,279,403

(778,889)
632,786
(146,103)

(68S,297)
812,787
127,490

(27,4Sl)
(4,36S)
(31,816)
(177,919)
2,862,241
2,684,322

(11,139)
(38,27S)
(49,414)
78,076
2,784,lGS
2,862,241

The accompany notes are an integral part ofthesefinancial statements.

35% [::::J
42%
1%c::]
7%
1%
3%
9%
2%

REVENUES

13%
14%
29%
24%
7%
12%
1%

c:]

�
c:J
�
�

EXPENSES

Counseling services
In-home counseling services
Specialized youth services
Specialized residences
Immigration/refugee services
Management and general
Fundraising

A copy of the latest audit report is available
upon request by contacting
Catholic Charities
4800 Union Deposit Road/ Harrisburg, PA 17lll
(717) 657-4804 / Fax (717) 657-8683
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Freeing the Heart to See God

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, when I was
teaching in the classroom,
the local parish asked two
Dominican priests to conduct
a parish mission. Since I had
never been to a parish mission,
I decided to attend. The theme
of the mission escapes me
now, but one story one of the
priests shared has left a lasting
impression:
When God created the
universe, it was like God was
looking into a mirror. All of
creation exhibited a part of
God’s magnificence. He looked
at it, saw Himself and thought,
“It was very good indeed!”
The ultimate point of His act
of creation was the birth of
humankind, since humans were
specifically made in His image
and likeness.
One day, the humans found
the mirror of creation and
marveled at its beauty. With
time, little by little, the beauty
became commonplace and
not as extraordinary as it was
in the beginning. In short, the
humans became insensitive to
the wonders of God’s work in
their life.
Then one tragic day, one of
the humans picked up a sledge
hammer and smashed the
mirror to a million tiny pieces.
The pieces lay on the ground in
a crumpled heap. Desperately,
the humans tried to put the
mirror back together, but as
they figured where one piece
belonged and bent over to pick
up another, the first piece fell
off. As they struggled with this

futility, the realization of what
they had done sank in; beauty
was forever hidden.
Then one day, God’s Son
appeared on the scene.
Gently, ever so gently, the
Son picked up once piece at
a time, and lovingly put it back
where it belonged. As His
work progressed, He called for
helpers to continue it. These
helpers became very close to
Him.
As the number of helpers
grew, other humans became
irritated at the work of the
Son. You see, as these
humans peered into the
mirror, they could see their
own imperfections, their own
sinfulness, more profoundly
as compared to the Beauty of
God. They realized that their
sin was no longer hidden from
others. So, they killed the Son,
broke the frame of the mirror
and scattered the pieces of the
mirror over all the earth. These
humans celebrated because
they thought that beauty and
their sins were finally hidden.
The Eternal Breath of the
Father and Son swept over the
earth, calling individuals to seek
for the scattered pieces of the
mirror. When a human finds
one, the Spirit calls out, “Here it
is!” You see, within each piece
was a tiny glimpse of what God
intended when He created. As
each piece was discovered,
God, His Son and the Spirit
became more and more
known and revered. With this
knowledge, those called by the
Breath saw things with different
eyes, heard sounds with

different
ears, and
spoke
words with
different
voices.
I could
not help of
thinking of
this story
as I begin
to reflect
“Thoughts from a
on the
Catholic Evangelist”
beatitude,
“Blessed are the pure of heart,
for they shall see God.”
This Beatitude gives us a
promise of actually seeing
God born from a personal
relationship with Him. One of
the homilies of Pope Francis
describes this in this way: “How
can we get to this intimacy,
to know God with our eyes?
One can think of the disciples
of Emmaus, for example, who
had the Lord Jesus beside him,
‘but their eyes were prevented
from recognizing him’ (Luke
24:16). The Lord opens their
eyes at the end of a journey that
culminates with the breaking of
bread and began with a rebuke:
‘How foolish you are! How slow
of heart to believe all that the
prophets spoke!’ (Luke 24:25).
This was the rebuke at the
beginning. Here is the origin of
their blindness: their foolish and
slow heart. And when the heart
is foolish and slow, you don’t
see things. You see things as
cloudy. Here lies the wisdom
of this Beatitude: in order to
contemplate it is necessary to
look deep within our hearts and
More MUSINGS
page 26
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OBITUARIES

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following clergy who
died in February during the past 25 years:

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of these recently
departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Carmine Izzo
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Ralph Fickes
Kenneth Mshar
Thomas Gannon, Jr.
Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Frederick P. Noel
Harrisburg
Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick:
Robert S. Panza
Holy Name of Jesus:
May Lou Morin
Nancy J. Petrina
Judy A. Schrum
McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Kathleen Hemler

Deacon Stephen Bankos, 1996
Father Paul Miller, 2004
Father Joseph Celia, 2005
Deacon Matthew Culley, 2005
Father Philip DeChico, 2006
Father Robert Strome, 2007
Msgr. Lawrence Overbaugh, 2008
Father Brian Conrad, 2011
Deacon James Sneeringer, 2011
Father Joseph Hilbert, 2014
Father Louis P. Ogden, 2015
Deacon Robert Mack, 2018

Mechanicsburg
St. Katharine Drexel:
Carol Chetaitis
Donna Miller
Theresa Miceli
Angeline Monzaney
Millersville
St. Philip the Apostle:
Bernard Davies
Ellen Mattis
Rose Mary Matyi
Renalto Oliveros, Jr.
Anthony Purcell
Camille Theis
Theresa Zander
Peter Zwolenik
Mount Joy
Mary, Mother of the
Church:
Janet Jarvie
Catherine Darrenkamp

MUSINGS, from 25
make room for God, because, as St. Augustine
says, ‘You were more inward to me than my
most inward part’ (Confessions,III,6,11). To see
God, it is not necessary to change glasses or
observation points, or to change theological
authors that teach the path: we must free the
heart from its deceptions! This path is the only
one.”1
Yet, I think actually “seeing God” is a bit less
of a mystery than being “pure of heart.” What
actually is “pure of heart?” It’s not a feeling or
even a “state” that one can lose. Being pure of
heart is living in the presence of God – every
single minute. It’s the ability to let go of all that

Deacon Martin McCarthy, 2019
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Karla M. Petrino
Taylor Ashley Bryant
Charles Clifford Butler, II

Sunbury
St. Monica:
Livio “Leo” Toccket
Americus “Joe” Costello

is not of God and, in all humility, rejoicing on
what IS of God. The pure of heart are not just
“born” like this. They have chosen to seek Him
in all things. They can easily proclaim, “I have
found Him!” They mirror for us that God indeed
is splintered all throughout our lives as well as
creation.
It seems to me that the story that those
Dominican preachers shared with us so many
years ago is not just a story but a lived reality.
Look! I think I have found a piece of the mirror!
http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/news/042020/pope-francis-the-pure-in-heart-will-seegod-01-04-20
1

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Education &
Enrichment

Diocesan Office of Vocations’
bi-monthly Zoom discernment
group. Young men (junior year
in high school through young
adults) are invited to take part
in this online discussion. To
register, e-mail the Office
of Vocations at vocations@
hbgdiocese.org with a valid
e-mail address and mailing
address so that the discussion
material may be mailed. The
Zoom discernment group meets
on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month from 8-9 p.m.
“Truth, Beauty and
Goodness” Evangelization
Speaker Series – “A Closer
Look at Some of the Titles
of Good St. Joseph,” Zoom
presentation on Feb. 22 from
7-8:30 p.m. Guest presenter
is Father Mark Wilke, pastor
of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Lewisburg and St.
George Mission in Mifflinburg.
Presentation will look at a few of
the titles of St. Joseph during the
Year of St. Joseph proclaimed by
Pope Francis. Register by Feb.
19 at noon at https://hbgdiocese.
formstack.com/forms/speaker_
series.
The documentary “Pray,
the Story of Patrick Peyton”
will be shown on Feb. 14 at
2 p.m. at the Allen Theatre,
36 E Main St., Annville. The
documentary highlights the life
of Father Patrick Peyton, who
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promoted praying the Rosary
and who coined the famous
phrase, “families that pray
together, stay together.” Each
ticket is $10; only 150 tickets
will be sold in order to comply
with Covid-19 regulations.
Tickets are on sale now on
the theatre website: www.
allentheatre.com.  
“Overcoming the Evil
Within,” Women of Grace
book study kickoff webinar
with Father Wade Menezes,
Feb. 10 from 7:30-9 p.m.
Webinar is free with the
purchase of the book study.
Women of Grace also plans
a “Queen of Militants” by
Emil Neubert, S.M, S.T.D.,
fall 2021 study. For more
information on either offering,
contact Chris Arnold at
carnold@womenofgrace.com
or 717-379-6041.

Events &
Fundraisers
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Cornwall, Lenten
Fish Dinners, Wednesdays
Feb. 3-March 31 from 4-7
p.m. Walk in and take out, or
drive up only. Baked or fried
fish, baked or fried potatoes
and coleslaw or applesauce
and a Bernie’s Bakers
homemade dessert for $10.
St. Peter Parish in
Columbia, Lenten Fish Fry,
Feb. 19 through March 26.
Take-out service only, from
4-6:30 p.m., at the Parish
Center, Second and Union
Streets. Customers will be

asked to wear masks and
practice social distancing.
Customers are asked to call
in orders at 717-684-0414
Wednesday or Thursday
evening from 6-8 p.m. each
week prior to the Friday Fish
Fry. Orders can also be placed
via e-mail at stpetersfishfry@
gmail.com. The order must
be in by 8 p.m. the Thursday
prior to the Fish Fry. A limited
number of walk-in orders will
be available. Menu includes
platters of baked haddock, crab
cakes, fried filet of fish, and
fried shrimp. Baked macaroni
and cheese, cole slaw, stewed
tomatoes and a dinner roll are
included in the price of the
platter. Two sandwiches are
also on the menu: fried fish filet
and crab cake. Side orders of
macaroni and cheese, stewed
tomatoes, cole slaw and soup
may also be purchased. The
homemade soups, cream
of crab, potato and cheesy
broccoli, will rotate each
week. A variety of individually
wrapped baked goods made by
the women of the parish will
also be available. The event
is sponsored by the Parish
Council of Catholic Women
with assistance from men of
the parish and is open to the
public. Proceeds are used to
fund various activities in the
parish.
St. Francis Xavier Parish
in Gettysburg, Lenten Fish
Fry Dinners on Fridays, Feb.
19, 26, March 5, 12 and 19
More NOTEBOOK, page 28
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at Xavier Center, 465 Table
Rock Road, Gettysburg. Menu
includes fried haddock, mac
and cheese, seasoned potatoes,
roasted vegetables, and corn
pudding. Curbside pick-up
only, subject to change due
to COVID-19. Call 717-3344048 or visit www.stfxcc.org
or www.sfxpccw.org for more
information, menu and updates.  
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
in Enola, is hosting 6 dinners
during Lent on Fridays, Feb.
19 and 26, and March 5, 12, 19
and 26. All dinners are takeout only, from 4-7 p.m. Menu
includes seasoned baked cod,
church-made baked macaroni &
cheese, church-made pierogis,
veggies, stewed tomatoes, cole
slaw, roll, dessert and bottled
water. Baked fish dinners and
fish and pierogi dinners are $12.
Mac and cheese dinners and
pierogi dinners are $10. Children
are $5 for any meal. Visit the
website for updates, www.
ourladyoflourdesenola.org.
Holy Angels Parish in
Kulpmont, will serve Lenten
fish dinners on Fridays during
Lent from 4-5:30 p.m. or until
sold out. Take-out only, from the
parish activity center. Donation
of $10 includes baked fish,
potato, vegetable, cole slaw,
applesauce or fruit cocktail,
soup, bread and dessert! Masks
required.
St. Patrick School in
Carlisle is holding an online
auction through Feb.7.
Hundreds of items are available,
including golf memberships,

jewelry, dining gift certificates
and health and beauty
services. Visit 32auctions.com/
SaintPatrick2021.
Holy Infant Parish in
Manchester is selling candy
Easter eggs. A limited number
of homemade chocolate peanut
butter and coconut eggs can be
bought individually for $1.25
each or $15 per dozen. Call the
parish office at 717-266-5286 to
order.

Job Openings
Catholic Charities of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
is seeking a full-time
Financial Assistant in their
Administrative Office. This
position requires a mature,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand
and follow instructions and
work independently. Must
be proficient in Microsoft
applications, most especially
Word, Outlook and Excel. Must
have an adequate background
in business and bookkeeping or
accounting. Please send résumé
to: Catholic Charities, attention
Carole Klinger, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg,
PA 17111, or via e-mail to
Cklinger@cchbg.org.
St. Rose of Lima Parish
in York seeks a full-time
Parish Secretary, Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.3:30 p.m.
and Friday from 9 a.m.-noon.
Position will be responsible

for the daily operations of the
parish office, including clerical
work, minor administrative and
business details. Other duties
include preparing Mass cards
and recording information in
the Mass Intention Register;
maintaining sacramental
registries; preparing parish
bulletin(s) and calendar data
entry, including Diocesan
Annual Campaign, parish
census, statistics and collections;
ordering and maintaining
records of office supplies
and religious supplies and
materials; communicating with
Diocesan offices, vendors and
parishioners, and other related
tasks as assigned. Position
requires an experienced,
detail-oriented individual
with above average keyboard
skills, excellent organizational
and interpersonal skills with
the ability to understand and
follow instructions, as well
as work independently. The
person should possess an overall
knowledge of general office
procedures, familiarity with
office equipment (computer,
typewriter, copier, fax machine,
postage meter, adding machine)
and excellent spelling and
grammatical skills. The
person should be proficient in
Microsoft applications, most
especially Word, Outlook and
Excel. Cordial and effective
communication with people
are essential. The position may
include some physicality, the
More NOTEBOOK, page 29
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ability to move through several
buildings, as well as bending,
climbing stairs and lifting. High
school diploma, preferably with
business curriculum, required.
Associate degree in office
administration helpful. Two
to three years’ related work
experience preferred. Send a
cover letter, résumé and two
letters of recommendation to
Father Dominic Azagbor, OP, at
FrDAzagbor@hbgdiocese.org
by Feb. 22.
Morning Star Clinics in
Harrisburg is seeking a P/T
instructor to teach nationally
recognized REAL Essentials
curriculum in greater Harrisburg
middle and high schools and
community organizations. The
program teaches foundational
skills to develop healthy
relationships, empowering
teens to make wise decisions
and promoting sexual
risk avoidance to
achieve optimal health. Teaching
experience with this age
group is required; the
ability to constructively and
enthusiastically engage teens
is essential. An individual who
can be a role model and mentor
to male students preferred. The
program utilizes both in-person
and remote instruction formats.
Looking for a one to two
year commitment following
completion of certification
training. For questions, or
to submit a cover letter and
résumé, contact Leslie Moyer,
Program Director, at lmoyer@
unfiltered-truth.com. Learn more

about the program at www.
Unfiltered-Truth.com.
Holy Name of Jesus
School in Harrisburg has an
immediate opening for a fulltime computer teacher and
school IT person. Candidates
must possess academic
excellence and a dedication
to educating the whole child.
Applicants for this position must
be adept at developing lessons
for Computer Technology.
The IT position would include
but not limited to network,
hardware, database system,
security, software programs,
and technology support to
faculty and staff. Teachers in
the school work cooperatively
to meet the needs of students.
Interested candidates are to send
their résumé to Sister Rita at
sisterrita@holynameofjesus.com
or call Sister Rita at 717-6571704.
Undefeated Courage is
seeking nurses to staff its
mobile ultrasound unit. Shifts
available M-F 8am-4pm, FTE:
PRN with no maximum
hours. Hourly rate: $22. PA
RN license is required for this
position. Must be trained in
limited obstetric abdominal/
transvaginal ultrasound or open
to training. The mobile unit will
be deployed to abortion clinics
to change the way abortionminded women look at their
pregnancy. The mission of
Undefeated Courage is to help
women choose life for their baby
and themselves. Undefeated
Courage is a sidewalk advocacy

organization in Central
Pennsylvania that provides
prayer, pregnancy testing,
education on pregnancy, referral
to local pregnancy care centers
and other social/legal services
outside of abortion clinics at
no cost or judgement. A free
ultrasound is an obstetrical tool
used to evaluate the health of the
pregnancy and can be a method
for abortion-minded women to
make informed decisions about
their pregnancy after reviewing
their ultrasounds. Visit https://
www.undefeatedcourage.org/
employment.html for more
information and an application.
Schools in the Diocese of
Harrisburg are currently
looking for educators,
specifically long term substitutes
that are ready to join our team
in the Harrisburg area. Teachers
in all grades and all subject
areas are needed. Certification
is preferred but not required.
Catholic Schools in the Diocese
of Harrisburg provide safe,
joyful school environments
that follow current scientific
best practices on schooling
during a pandemic. For more
information or to find a school
location near you, click on
https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
find-catholic-school/. Send your
résumé and letter of interest to
either the location near you or
to Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.
ORG. You may also call the
Harrisburg Diocese Department
of Catholic Schools for more
information at 717-657-4804
ext. 222.

