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600+ Pray for Peace, Unity During Eucharistic Procession
By Rachel Bryson
The Catholic Witness
The day started
rainy, gloomy and cold,
but the unfavorable
weather did not put
a damper on those
who gathered at Saint
Patrick Cathedral on
Sunday, Nov. 1 for the
Solemnity of All Saints
and a Eucharistic
Procession in
downtown Harrisburg.
Those 200 gathered
for the Mass exited
the Cathedral at
the beginning of
the Procession to
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find no rain and at
Bishop Ronald Gainer led a Eucharistic Procession on Sunday, Nov. 1 around the capitol building in
least another 400 of
downtown Harrisburg to pray for peace and unity. After the procession, Bishop Gainer led the more
the faithful gathered.
than 600 gathered in praying the Holy Rosary.
More than 600 strong,
also wanted to try and dissolve the bitterness
Catholic and nonin our culture and even the infighting among
Catholic alike processed one mile around the
capitol building, before reciting the Rosary on the Catholics. We wanted to get everyone involved to
show what it means to be Catholic.”
capitol steps.
Mark Burket, one of the coordinators of the
Bringing Peace
event, said the idea behind the procession was
the need to show support for our good and holy
Prior to leading the procession, Most Rev.
priests and to pray for unity in our nation.
Ronald
W. Gainer, Bishop of Harrisburg,
“This was a way to show support for our
celebrated Mass for the Solemnity of All Saints.
commanding officers, so to say,” Burket said in
“Peace be with you. My brothers and sisters in
referencing the clergy, who have faced significant
challenges during the past several years. “We
More PROCESSION, page 2
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Christ, on this great Solemnity of All the Saints,
we gather on this Lord’s Day to celebrate the
most holy Eucharist. We do so this day with a
particular intention,” said Bishop Gainer at the
start of the Mass. “The bishop is able to greet the
congregation with the words I just did, peace be
with you. We gather today praying for the peace
and unity of our nation at a time when we’ve seen
such discord and violence in our communities.
We pray for the Prince of Peace and all the
angels and saints to guide us into a time of peace
and mutual respect.”
Bishop Gainer added during his homily
that processions are an ancient tradition in the
Church.
“In times of sickness, in times of civil discord
and contention, to take our Eucharistic Lord into
the streets, and to pray that the Prince of Peace
will restore health, will restore harmony and
peace among all our citizens. This is our prayer

today as we gather. This is our prayer as we walk
behind the Lord in procession.”
This prayer for peace and witnessing her faith
were some of the reasons that lead Gigi Luto to
participate in the procession. A Harrisburg native
and member of Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque
Parish, Luto said participating in the procession
is a public witness to how seriously she takes her
faith.
“Jesus asks us to make sacrifices; to pick up
our cross and follow Him. It was not enough for
me to stay in the comfort of my home and watch
someone else carry my cross. I needed to be
there to give witness to my Faith, my beliefs,
my God,” said Luto. “Public affirmation of my
beliefs shows that I am serious about them.
Supporting what our Bishop has called us to do in
proclaiming the Kingdom, praying for peace and
conversion of hearts is the crux of the matter.”
With the anger, discord and violence shown
this election season, Luto
said it was important to
“show the other side of the
coin – peace, patience, and
tolerance,” and also show
support for issues related
to life, family and religious
freedom.
“Secularism is becoming
the de facto religion of our
country. There is no longer
civil conversation and debate
but only the “me” attitude
of I am right, and you are
wrong if you disagree with
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me. The “pursuit of happiness” is taken literally as were encouraging, grateful and thankful. This
the license to do whatever
procession provided a
makes “me” happy. The
sense of peace for 600
evil fallen angel has made
starving souls,” said Burket.
evil just as enticing as he
“The glory of God was
did with that apple. Evil is
everywhere. There was not
now good; good is now evil.
one unhappy soul.”
The only way to combat
And that rain?
this evil is by prayers, good
“It stopped about
works, and sacrifices. The
30 minutes before the
procession demonstrated
procession and then (the
that people want what is
clouds) opened up 10
good, holy, and just,” Luto
minutes after we finished,”
added.
said Burket, adding that
“This (the procession)
several of those gathered
simply came out of wanting
were praying to Our Lady
to live within God’s will,” said
of Fatima to help with the
Burket.
weather.
“Given all the riots and
Bishop Ronald Gainer carries the monstrance leading
violence during the last few the procession behind the Pennsylvania State Capitol. About
months of demonstrations,
the Eucharistic procession was completely the
The procession was part of the nationwide
opposite. It was prayerful, peace-filled, and
movement Unite Our Nation, which is prayerful,
respectful. Everyone wore masks and tried to
non-political and family-friendly. It was designed
distance themselves, which was difficult at times. to help bring peace and prayer to the state of
The amazing thing was that despite it being
Pennsylvania and healing to our nation.
publicized, there was no one there to heckle the
After the procession, Bishop Gainer led those
group, or protest against us. Those that drove
gathered in reciting the Rosary on the steps
by, slowed down to see what was happening
of the capitol building, before returning to the
but that was it. Mary was covering us with her
Cathedral for Benediction.
mantle,” said Luto. “I feel we were able to show
how to practice what we preach
– peace, forgiveness, humility,
and involvement in a respectful
manner - all the time giving glory
and honor to God. I am proud of
our Bishop for taking this initiative
and others to help keep our Faith
community connected in these
difficult times of COVID-19 and
the campaign.”
Burket added the planning
committee expected between 200
to 300 participants and they were
very pleased with the turn out.
“I think it went very well.
My family and I were at the
back of the procession and the
The faithful kneel and bow down as the procession passes the south grounds of the
comments we were receiving
capitol complex.
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Vatican Secretariat of State Provides Context of Pope
Francis Civil Union Remark

Catholic News Agency
Pope Francis, who was then Archbishop of
The Vatican’s Secretary of State has asked
Buenos Aires, opposed.
papal representatives to share with bishops
The interview question that prompted the
some clarifications regarding comments on civil
remark on civil unions was “inherent in a local
unions made by
law from ten
Pope Francis in a
years ago in
recently released
Argentina on
documentary,
‘equal marriages
according to the
of same-sex
apostolic nuncio to
couples’ and the
Mexico.
opposition of the
The
then Archbishop
clarifications
of Buenos Aires
explain that the
in this regard.
pope’s comments
In this regard,
do not pertain to
Pope Francis has
Catholic doctrine
affirmed that ‘it
regarding the
is an incongruity
nature of marriage
to speak of
as a union
homosexual
between one man
marriage,’ adding
Pope Francis (left), with Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State.
and one woman,
that, in the same
Credit:
Daniel
Ibanez/CNA
but to provisions of
context, he had
civil law.
spoken of the right
“Some statements, contained in the
of these people to have certain legal coverage:
documentary ‘Francisco’ by screenwriter Evgeny
‘what we have to do is a law of civil union; they
Afineevsky, have provoked, in recent days,
have the right to be covered legally. I defended
various reactions and interpretations. Therefore,
that,’” Coppolo posted on Facebook.
some helpful points are offered, with the desire to
“The Holy Father had expressed himself thus
present an adequate understanding of the Holy
during an interview in 2014: ‘Marriage is between
Father’s words,” Archbishop Franco Coppolo,
a man and a woman. The secular States want to
apostolic nuncio, posted on Facebook Oct. 30.
justify civil unions to regulate various situations of
The nuncio told ACI Prensa, CNA’s Spanishcoexistence, moved by the demand to regulate
language news partner, that the content of his
economic aspects between people, such as
post was provided by the Vatican Secretariat
ensuring health care. These are coexistence
of State to apostolic nunciatures, in order to be
pacts of a different nature, of which I would not
shared with bishops.
be able to give a list of the different forms. It is
The post explained that in a 2019 interview,
necessary to see the various cases and evaluate
unpublished parts of which were aired in the
them in their variety,” the post added.
recent documentary, the pope commented at
“Therefore it is evident that Pope Francis
different times on two distinct issues: that children has referred to certain state provisions, certainly
should not be ostracized from their families
not to the doctrine of the Church, reaffirmed
because of their sexual orientation, and on civil
numerous times over the years,” the statement
unions, amid discussion of a 2010 same-sex
said.
marriage bill in the Argentine legislature, which
More POPE, page 5
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The Secretariat of State’s statement is
consistent with recent public statements from
two Argentine bishops: Archbishop Hector Aguer
and Archbishop Victor Manuel Fernandez, the
emeritus and current archbishops of La Plata,
Argentina, and with additional reporting on the
context of the pope’s remarks.
On Oct. 21, Fernandez posted on Facebook
that before he became pope, then-Cardinal
Bergoglio “always recognized that, without calling
it ‘marriage,’ in fact there are very close unions
between people of the same sex, which do not
in themselves imply sexual relations, but a very
intense and stable alliance.”
“They know each other thoroughly, they share
the same roof for many years, they take care of
each other, they sacrifice for each other. Then it
may happen that they prefer that in an extreme
case or illness they do not consult their relatives,
but that person who knows their intentions in
depth. And for the same reason they prefer that it
be that person who inherits all their assets, etc.”
“This can be contemplated in the law and
is called ‘civil union’ [unión civil] or ‘law of civil
coexistence’ [ley de convivencia civil], not
marriage.”
“What the Pope has said on this subject
is what he also maintained when he was the
Archbishop of Buenos Aires,” Fernández added.
“For him, the expression ‘marriage’ has a
precise meaning and only applies to a stable
union between a man and a woman open to
communicating life…there is a word, ‘marriage,’
that only applies to that reality. Any other similar
union requires another name,” the archbishop
explained.
Last week, Aguer told ACI Prensa that in 2010,
“Cardinal Bergoglio, then being the Archbishop of
Buenos Aires, proposed in a plenary assembly of
the Argentine bishops’ conference to support the
legality of civil unions of homosexual persons by
the state, as a possible alternative to what was
called - and is called - ‘marriage equality.’”
“At that time, the argument against him was
that it was not a merely political or sociological
question, but that it involved a moral judgment;
consequently, the sanction of civil laws contrary
to the natural order cannot be promoted. It was
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also noted that this teaching has been repeatedly
stated in the documents of the Second Vatican
Council. The plenary of the Argentine bishops
rejected that proposal and voted against it,”
Aguer said.
America Magazine published Oct. 24 the
apparent context of the pope’s remark on civil
unions.
During a discussion on the pope’s opposition
to a same-sex marriage proposal when he was
an archbishop in Argentina, Alazraki asked Pope
Francis if he had adopted more liberal positions
after becoming pope, and if so, whether that was
attributable to the Holy Spirit.
Alazraki asked: “You waged a whole battle
over egalitarian weddings, of couples of the
same sex in Argentina. And later they say that
you arrived here, they elected you pope and
you appeared much more liberal than what you
were in Argentina. Do you recognize yourself in
this description that some people who knew you
before make, and was it the grace of the Holy
Spirit that gave you a boost? (laughs)”
According to America Magazine, the pope
responded that: “The grace of the Holy Spirit
certainly exists. I have always defended the
doctrine. And it is curious that in the law on
homosexual marriage…. It is an incongruity
to speak of homosexual marriage. But what
we have to have is a law of civil union (ley de
convivencia civil), so they have the right to be
legally covered.”
The last sentence was omitted when Alazraki’s
interview was broadcast in 2019.
The Secretariat of State’s statement seems
to confirm that the pope said “I stood up for
that,” immediately after his other remarks on civil
unions, a fact which had not previously been
made clear.
(Editor’s Note: The original letter from the
Apostolic Nuncio to the Bishops of the United
States can be found online here. A Spanish
version of this same letter is also available online
here. Additionally, the English version of the letter
with the Spanish quotes translated into English
can be found here.)
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American Catholics Recall ‘Incredible Joy’ at Beatification
of Fr. Michael McGivney
By Christine Rousselle
Catholic News Agency

“Even not living a terribly long life, he was able
to do such good things, even from a very young
age,” she said.
The beatification of Blessed Michael
McGivney, a Connecticut native, spent
McGivney was a much smaller affair than many
his entire priestly ministry in what is now the
had hoped. But despite the pandemic, people still Archdiocese of Hartford. Future priests of the
came from across the
archdiocese played
country and across
an important role
the world to honor the
in the weekend,
founder of the Knights
including Colin Lane,
of Columbus.
a seminarian in his
The beatification of
first theology year,
McGivney on Saturday
who was one of the
was celebrated with a
altar servers at the
weekend of events. In
beatification Mass.
addition to the Mass
Lane told CNA
of beatification at
that knowing his
the Cathedral of St.
archdiocese produced
Joseph in Hartford,
a blessed was an
Connecticut, on
“incredible joy,”
Oct. 31, there was a
and that while in
Mikey Schachle, whose life was saved by an officially recognized
“McGivney Festival”
high
school, he had
miracle through the intercession of Fr. Michael McGivney. Photo
at the priest’s former
attended St. Mary’scourtesy of the Schachle Family.
parish in New Haven on
McGivney’s former
Friday, featuring Mass,
parish.
adoration, a panel discussion, a Eucharistic
“Being around Fr. McGivney, being around his
procession around Yale University’s campus, and tomb, to be there last night at the vespers, and to
testimony about McGivney’s life.
be here [at the beatification Mass], it’s really quite
Emily Lomnitzer attended the McGivney
surreal,” he said.
Festival. She told CNA that while a student at the
“Somebody who ministered in our parishes,
Catholic University of America, she learned about in New Haven and in Thomaston, who walked
McGivney, and that the event was a big moment
many of the same paths that our priests do today,
for her and her friends, telling CNA they were
is being raised to the altar of ‘blessed,’ it really is
“really into venerable, now-Blessed McGivney.”
a great inspiration and a great encouragement,”
“I’ve known about him for a long time. We
said Lane.
never thought he would get beatified, so this is a
He added that McGivney’s beatification was
really big deal,” she said. “I didn’t know about him a reminder to him and the other seminarians that
growing up, I learned about him at [The Catholic
“holiness is possible, even amongst priests of the
University of America], and it’s really nice to see
archdiocese, even in the state of Connecticut,
that he’s being recognized.”
there’s someone who lived a holy life.”
She said that she thinks McGivney will serve
McGivney’s beatification shows that “The little,
as a great inspiration to young priests and
daily acts of a parish priest can lead one down
seminarians, as he was “an example of someone the path to sanctity,” Lane said.
who did a lot of great work at the beginning of
Julie Buonasera, a member of Frassati New
their ministry.”
More MCGIVNEY, page 7
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Haven, a young adult group at St. Mary’s Church,
was a volunteer at the McGivney Festival. She
said that she did not know much about McGivney
before his beatification, although her grandfather
was a fourth-degree Knight.
She said the day was “beautiful,” and that she
“felt a lot of grace.”
“Just the beauty of being here together with
peers and young adults from around the state
and beyond is awesome,” she said.
Unlike other pilgrims, Nathan Schachle, 20,
did not have too much of a choice in attending
the beatification. His brother, Mikey, 5, was the
reason why the beatification was happening in
the first place - being the recipient of a miracle
attributed to McGivney’s intercession.
Schachle told CNA that when his mother was
told her pregnancy with his brother Mikey had “no
hope” he had “kind of just resigned [himself] to
what felt like the inevitable.”
“It was like, ‘hey, he’s gonna die,’ and then
all of a sudden he’s ready to be born,” said
Schachle. His brother Mikey was delivered
prematurely via emergency c-section after
doctors realized that there was an issue with the
placenta.
The gravity of the situation was not apparent
to the then-teenage Nathan.
Nathan told CNA that at the time his brother
was born, he was mostly upset that his mother’s
emergency delivery meant that he was unable
to attend the Diocese of Nashville’s diaconate
ordination Mass like he had planned.
“I really didn’t realize the magnitude of what
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had happened until it was approved [by the
Vatican],” he said.
He was aware that the Vatican was
investigating the circumstances leading up to
his brother’s birth, and that his parents had
been involved in a diocesan tribunal that had
progressed to the promoter of McGiney’s cause
in New Haven. But he did not know that his
brother’s recovery had been a confirmed miracle
until it was announced by Pope Francis.
“We found out with the rest of the world
that [the miracle] had been approved,” he
said. Nathan told CNA that he woke up early
the morning the pope approved the miracle to
“probably about 20 texts” on his phone.
“The human moment for me was that, ‘wow,
our name’s been on the pope’s desk,’” he said.
“And really, I don’t think it’s completely sunk in
yet, even now. It’s just kind of been a blur since
then.”
The Tennessee resident described the
experience in New Haven as “very cold”
(temperatures for the weekend hovered in
the mid-40s), “very surreal,” and “a little bit
frightening.”
Nathan said his family is “not really attentionseeking people, but this is what God wants for
us.”
“He wants to glorify Himself in the world
through it, and He wants others to come to Him
through us,” he said. “So we’re doing the best we
can in that respect.”

IN HONOR OF THE BEATIFICATION OF OUR FOUNDER
FATHER MICHAEL J MCGIVNEY ON OCTOBER 31, 2020,
THE PA STATE COUNCIL OF THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS IS OFFERING FREE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
BETWEEN OCTOBER 6—DECEMBER 31, 2020.

VISIT www.kofc.org/join
ENTER PROMO CODE: MCGIVNEY2020
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‘Lord’s Lunch’ Program Feeds New Freedom Community
with Help from Matthew 25 Grant

By Jen Reed
households that benefit from the Good Food Box
The Catholic Witness
program at the Lord’s Lunch twice a month. The
(This is the first in a series of features on
program also supplies food via lunches every
organizations supported by the Diocese’s
Saturday, food distribution twice a week through
Matthew 25 Collection to provide food, clothing
the Feeding America program, and a Kids
and shelter to people in our communities. The
Feeding Kids summer program for children facing
collection will take place in parishes the weekend food insecurity.
of Nov. 21. Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/m25 for
“The mission of the Lord’s Lunch is to provide
information on how you can help support these
a hearty meal to the lonely, the homeless,
local ministries.)
the unemployed,
Laid off from work
the working poor,
and recuperating
seniors and children
from rotator cuff
in a welcoming
surgery five years
atmosphere,” said
ago, Lisa was
Maria Zanella,
searching for a way
program director.
to take care of her
In the wake of
basic needs.
the pandemic, the
She found food
program adapted to
assistance at the
transition from inLord’s Lunch,
person meals and
an ecumenical
food selection to
ministry in New
curbside distribution.
Freedom, southern
The Lord’s
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
York County, that
Rose Keller of St. John the Baptist Parish in New Freedom fills food Lunch began in
distributes meals and
boxes, which often contain 50 pounds of fresh foods. 2001, offering two
boxes of nutritional
Saturday lunches a
food several days a
month. It started as
week to people who
a Girl Scout Gold
find themselves in need.
Award project by Zanella’s daughter Keila and
“The Lord’s Lunch has benefited me a good
two parishioners interested in finding a way to
bit. I would be struggling very much if not for this
feed the hungry. Since then, the Lord’s Lunch
program. This is a wonderful place,” said Lisa,
has expanded into an ecumenical ministry,
who arrived on a recent Tuesday afternoon for a
distributing food from the social hall at St. John
food box. She still strives to make ends meet on
Evangelical Lutheran Church with support from
her sole income.
area churches, including St. John the Baptist
Pat, a recently-retired senior, is also a recipient Catholic Parish.
at the Lord’s Lunch. Not long after she retired,
“We give them meals so that they don’t
her sister passed away, and Pat took care of the
have to worry about where their food is coming
funeral expenses, even on a fixed income.
from,” Zanella said. “We don’t have a lot of
“Coming here to get the things that I need has
homelessness in this area, but we do have a
really helped me. If this program wasn’t here,
lot of working poor. These families are making
I’d have to scrimp and scrape,” said Pat. “The
decisions; they have to pay rent and utilities, but
people at the Lord’s Lunch are earth angels.
there’s little money left for food. They’re buying
Everybody is so kind and helpful.”
More LORD’S LUNCH, page 9
Lisa and Pat are among the more than 30
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cheap food that has no nutritional value, so we
give them food that is nutrition-dense. Our soups
are packed with fresh vegetables. Our boxes
weigh nearly 50 pounds, and they’re filled with
fresh produce, meat, eggs, milk, cheese – high
ticket items that would be a luxury if they had to
buy them, and that would be a real strain on their
budget.”
Community-Building
Prior to the COVID pandemic, Saturday
lunches and weekday food distribution was a
social event for both recipients and volunteers at
the Lord’s Lunch. Homemade lunches of soups,
sandwiches, side dishes, fruit and other goodies
were served from the social hall’s kitchen,
and people from both sides of the counter sat
together to enjoy meals and conversation.
Distribution days included much of the same
community-building camaraderie, as recipients
walked the rows of tables to select from fresh
meats, eggs, fruit, vegetables and dairy.
“Some people really come in for the
companionship more than anything else,
especially some of the seniors,” Zanella said.
“They really enjoy it. They’ve made friends here.
They sat down at a table one day with someone
they didn’t know, and then all of sudden started
saving seats for each other the following week.”
“We’ve become invested in each other,” she
added. “If somebody is having health issues,
we’re all worried about them and checking
up with them. It’s been nice to see all the
socialization, and the community building. It was

Boxes of fresh produce are distributed through the Good
Food Box program, one of four food distribution programs at
the Lord’s Lunch.

Theo Nall of Scout Troop 24 in New Freedom volunteers
at the Lord’s Lunch, loading a box of food and toiletries
into recipient Pat’s car.
a bonus to the purpose of the Lord’s Lunch.”
For Rose Keller, president of the program’s
executive committee and a member of St. John
the Baptist Catholic Parish, serving at the Lord’s
Lunch has become part of who she is.
She started out as a volunteer assembling
bags of non-perishable food every other
Saturday, and now serves on weekdays and
weekends.
“If I miss a day of service, I feel like I’m missing
part of my life,” she said.
“The people we serve are like family to me.
We’ve formed relationships so that now, when
I see them out and about in the community, we
stop and talk. We ask how things are going,
and we catch up with each other. We’ve built
relationships and rapport, and my family has
grown that much bigger,” Keller said.
Rev. George Schneider, pastor of St. John
Evangelical Lutheran Church, said the Lord’s
Lunch is a success because of the volunteers
from various churches and community
organizations.
“We have people in the community who see a
need and they unite around it because their faith
calls them to,” he said.
“Sometimes with outreach programs, you get
a delineation between the people who offer the
program and the people who are the recipients,
and they never mix. Here, the kitchen helpers
come out and eat their meals with the people who
More LORD’S LUNCH, page 10

LORD’S LUNCH, continued from 9
come here, and they’ve developed close personal
relationships that go far beyond a Saturday meal
or a food distribution,” Rev. Schneider remarked.
“We’re coming together to provide these
opportunities to the community, and it goes very
much beyond a meal or a box of food.”
Matthew 25 Grant Recipient
The Lord’s Lunch received a $10,000 grant
this year from the Diocese of Harrisburg’s annual
Matthew 25 Collection. The collection, which will
take place in parishes the weekend of Nov. 21,
supports efforts that provide food, clothing and
shelter. St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish and
its pastor, Father Robert Yohe, sponsored the
grant application for the Lord’s Lunch.
Seventy-five percent of the money contributed
to the Matthew 25 Collection is distributed
through grants to parish-supported ministries,
like the Lord’s Lunch. Twenty-five percent of the
collection is given back to the parishes for their
support of people in need.
“The grant is very fortuitous for us this year,
given the pandemic, what we’ve had to change
to continue the ministry safely, and because
our food donations are down this year,” Zanella
remarked.
“We’ve had to spend a lot more money on food
than we normally would. Because we’re doing
a lot of curbside distribution, we’re now buying
paper bags and containers that we don’t normally
buy, because we used real plates and silverware
when we served inside. Those are extra
expenses that we certainly didn’t think we were
going to have as we started the year. Because of
the pandemic and the way we’ve had to change
things, the Matthew 25 grant has really helped
out and is going to cover most of those things,”
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she said.
The program is seeing an increase in the
number of people it serves, as families faced food
insecurity from job loss and furloughs due to the
pandemic.
For example, the Lord’s Lunch served 2,355
Saturday meals in 2019; this year, the program
is on track to serve more than 2,500. It’s also
distributing more than 30 Good Food Boxes a
week, and this summer served nearly 40 children
through the Kids Feeding Kids program, where
youth volunteers packed individual bags of
breakfast and lunch items for children. Volunteers
have also stepped up to deliver food to recipients
who are unable to attend the distributions.
“Angels and the Lord continue to come
through, and places like the Lord’s Lunch are
there for you,” Pat said, thanking the program
volunteers and those who contribute to the
Matthew 25 Collection.
“For the people who have donated, thank
you so much! It has been such a great help for
everyone, and we appreciate everything,” she
said.
While the program set-up is different and the
social aspect has been put on hold, the critical
ministry of the Lord’s Lunch continues to serve
the area community, putting the Gospel mandate
found in Matthew 25 into action.
“When we were first starting this, we felt that
we were called to care for our brothers and
sisters, and following the Gospel mandate to feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, and welcome
the stranger,” Zanella said. “We have worked
very hard to make this a welcoming atmosphere
to everybody who walks through the door. They
are treated with kindness and respect, and they
are welcomed.”

Youth Protection Program

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll free
PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@
hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,

llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda
Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a
manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de la
iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Meet the
New Deacons
Deacon Tom Owsinski
Wife: Jackie Owsinski
Home Parish: St. James,
Lititz
Parish Assignment: St.
James, Lititz

What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
To be quite honest, I am not sure what drew
me to the diaconate. I was certainly inspired
by the charism of the deacons of the Diocese
of Harrisburg that I had encountered at various
times and circumstances throughout the
last several years prior to my ordination, but
ultimately, I believe that it was the unexplainable
prompting of the Holy Spirit that drew me to the
discern the diaconate.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
I am most looking forward to the new and
unknown opportunities that ordained ministry
will bring. When I entered formation, I had no
idea what was in store, and the experience has
Deacon Carlos Pichardo
Wife: Aida Pichardo
Home Parish: St. Joseph,
Hanover
Parish Assignment: St.
Joseph, Hanover
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
I think what drew me to serve the Diocese was
God Himself. I have been in the Diocese for only
11 years. I grew up in Mexico City, and I never

The Catholic Witness is introducing readers
to the Diocese’s 35 new permanent deacons,
with photos, biographical information, and
their thoughts on serving the Church.

far surpassed what I could have ever imagined.
I anticipate the same in ministry. I do not really
know what my future in ministry might hold, but
I know it will be different and more than I can
imagine. God has something special in store for
each of us, we simply need to trust in Him.
What is/was your profession prior to
ordination?
Prior to ordination I was a music teacher in the
Conestoga Valley School District in Lancaster. I
was the band director for the high school, middle
school and elementary schools at various points
in my career. I retired in 2019 to take a position at
my parish, St. James in Lititz.
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
I cannot even begin to explain how this
program has impacted my spiritual development,
my marriage and my life. I am truly blessed to
have been called to this program along with an
incredible group of men and their spouses, and
to have the opportunity to be formed by such
a devoted and holy group of formators. I have
grown deeper in my understanding of the Church,
in my relationship with my wife, in knowing my
own self, and in my relationship with Jesus
Christ.
thought of becoming a Deacon for the Diocese
of Harrisburg. I have always thought there are
no coincidences in life, but only God’s will. He
prepared the way for me to be here at this time
and drew me into teaching RICA for the Hispanic
community. From there, I found the need to serve
others and discovered I have many gifts that I
need to share with others.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
I’m looking forward to being a bridge between
communities, especially now that the Black Lives
Matter movement is bringing social awareness
More DEACONS, page 12

DEACONS, continued from 11
of the need to be equal with everybody. I hope
my ministry will help to fulfill what St. Paul said in
his first letter to Corinthians; we are all one body
with many parts or ministries that conform to the
whole church with Christ as the head of this body.
What is/was your profession prior to
ordination?
I’m an electrical engineer, and I have been
working as a system engineer for the past five
years.
Deacon Stephen Pichler
Wife: Sharon Pichler
Home Parish: Immaculate
Conception BVM, York
Parish Assignment:
Immaculate Conception BVM,
York
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
Deacon Stephen Bankos, who was from
the first class of permanent deacons ordained
for the Diocese of Harrisburg, was assigned
to my parish. During his time at St. Mary’s, I
was diagnosed with a brain tumor and had to
have major surgery. I was young, my wife and I
were expecting a baby, and I was fearful of the
unknown. When Deacon Steve visited me in the
hospital, his manner and words of comfort gave
me the courage and peace to accept God’s will
for my life. His ministry to those in need left me
with a desire to “do what he does.” I still pray to
Deacon Steve daily for guidance and strength in
my ministry. It is God working through Deacon
Steve that has brought me to diaconal ministry
today.
What aspects of ministry are you most
looking forward to?
The job description of a deacon is to be of
service, so I am looking forward to serving God
and His people in whatever way I am most
needed. That being said, I very much enjoy
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How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
The diaconal formation has helped me to grow
in an understanding of my faith and to serve
God by being a servant of others as he showed
us when he washed the apostle’s feet. It also
helps me to grow my spirituality by developing a
discipline method of constant prayer that reminds
us, “It is no longer I who lives, but Christ who
lives in me.” Trusting in God through Jesus Christ
and His Church will help me bring His message
of love and mercy to all that cross my path.
visiting the sick and homebound. I am also
looking forward to administering the sacraments.
Every interaction I have with God’s people is an
opportunity to bring them closer to His love and
mercy. That is what I’m most excited about.
What was your profession prior to ordination?
Although now retired, I spent 29 years working
as a shipping analyst for a major company in
York. The time I spent in the working world gave
me a wealth of knowledge as to the challenges
people face in their lives today. It also helped me
to realize the goodness in people and that we are
all searching for truth and meaning in our lives.
This working experience will help me to bring
people closer to the Truth of Jesus Christ.
How has this formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
We have a top-notch formation program in our
Diocese! I am especially grateful to our formation
team for their hard work in preparing us for
ministry. Formation has helped me to realize in
a profound way that God is in control. I can only
be His instrument if I surrender myself to His plan
and strive to do His will. I continue to work and
pray on this aspect of my relationship with God
daily. As St. Paul reminds us, “It is no longer I
who lives, but Christ who lives in me.” Trusting
in God through Jesus Christ and His Church will
help me bring His message of love and mercy to
all that cross my path.
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Delone Catholic Plays in Its Third Straight District 3 Final

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Weather many times gets little attention
when determining a football game, but
on a rainy, raw night at J.T. Flaherty
Field at Delone Catholic High School in
McSherrystown, the sloppy conditions
gave both top-seeded Delone Catholic and
Steel High fits all night in the 1A District 3
championship.
It marked the third year in a row that the
Squires have made the finals coming up a
whisker short in 2018 to York Catholic and
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
then to Upper Dauphin last year. And it was
Delone Catholic’s senior running back Tate Neiderer rips off a touchdown
Steel High who came out sluggish, turning
run early in the first quarter to give the Squires the early lead.
the football over twice early which led to an
early Squire touchdown. Delone Catholic had
a chance to put the Rollers in a deep hole
after a second turnover gave Delone a short
field. But the Rollers got a key defensive stop
and drove the field to knot the score at 7-7 at
the end of the first quarter.
From that point on, the Squires never
had field position again as the Roller
defense controlled the line of scrimmage
and grounded Delone’s Wing T offense that
got quite predictable to be fair. With a wet
football, Delone could not threaten Steel
High deep, and the Rollers crowded the box
with nine defenders and just stymied the
Senior Dylan Zimmerman tackles a Steel High wideout. The Rollers have
Squire’s running game.
great speed outside which meant the Squires could not load up to stop the
Delone Catholic also turned the wet
run.
football over four times and had more than
120 yards of penalties – several personal
fouls and pass interference calls that kept
momentum on Steel High’s side through the
final three quarters. Rollers’ running back
Odell Greene had 154 gritty yards on the
muddy ground, and he was the difference
maker that doomed the Squires, 23-13.
“My seniors thought they were not going
to get the chance to play their senior season.
They are immensely grateful to have been
able to play,” head coach Corey Zortman
said afterwards in the soaking rain. “I
Steel High stretched the field often on the Squires, which opened running
wanted to win this for the kids, but I am
lanes as the game progressed and the rain fell steadier.
super proud of them.”
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York Catholic Runners Go 2 for 2 at Districts

By Chris Heisey
Fighting Irish of York Catholic captured the team
The Catholic Witness
titles in both the girls’ and the boys’ races. That is
The District 3 cross country championships
a rare feat to capture both races, and it speaks to
are held at Big
the hard work York
Spring High School
Catholic’s runners
each year. This
put in to a season
Cumberland County
that was in doubt this
course features a
summer with Covid
long ascent at the
restrictions.
3.1 mile course’s
Both teams placed
start that usually
four runners in the
establishes early
top 15. For the girls’,
who the strongest
Magdalene Motter,
runners are.
Madelyn McKee,
Runners who tackle
Aylssa Miller and
the demanding
Gabbie Tully led the
course’s steep first
way and for the boys’
mile are rewarded
Moseley Driscoll,
with a cushion they
Jon Stromberg,
A rarity at the District 3 cross country championships – both girls’ and boys’ victors Joseph Rizzuto and
can ride to a long
from the same school and it’s a first for York Catholic’s storied program.(Photo
downhill sprint to
Jon Marinelli set the
courtesy of Lori Keith/York Catholic)
the finish. In the 1A
pace.
championships the

Knights of Columbus Council Recognized for Excellence
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
The Knights of Columbus Council at Holy
Name of Jesus Parish, Harrisburg, was recently
awarded the Star Council Award for excellence
in three categories. The Father McGivney
Award recognizes the council for its outstanding
membership growth. The Columbian Award was
awarded for its programming and charitable

outreach programs to local communities. And
the Founders’ Award goes to the council for its
educational efforts in promoting fraternal benefits
for its members.
Awarding the pins of citation is Robert Hawley,
State District Deputy for District 85 to Christopher
Wilson, the council’s Grand Knight. Members
gathered for a group photo displaying their
citation of excellence.
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A Body of Work in Evangelization:
Reflecting on 200 Articles
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

When I submitted my latest
article for The Catholic Witness,
I was informed that I was
getting close to reaching my
200th article published for the
newspaper. “Gee that much?” I
asked. Jen Reed, the managing
editor, prompted me to write
a reflective piece about this
journey that I have shared with
all of you over last ten years.
During the first week of
October, I had the graced
privilege of going on retreat at a
hermitage that my congregation
owns. During retreat, I thought,
“Ok, my Beloved, what do
you want me to share with my
readers?”
As I was praying a “walking”
Rosary, I journeyed across a
large field on the hermitage
grounds. The field was covered
with grass. As I walked, I
noticed every blade of grass
had a large drop of dew on it.
The sun turned these gems into
brilliant colors of yellow, red,
and orange. As I was rejoicing
in the beauty of the light
reflected in the water, I spied
a “remnant” from a Canadian
goose. Avoiding the dropping,
I did a side step and thought,
“Boy, is this not a symbol of
what this year has been! Beauty
and ugly! Dearest Jesus, allow
me always to focus on the
beauty, not the ugly!”
As I reflected on the body
of work I’ve contributed to The
Witness, the stories as well as
the theological aspects that I
have shared with you, I could
not help think of this story from

the hermitage.
How so? Over and over again
during the course of the years,
I would ask Jen, my editor, if
an article sounded preachy or
too much about Sister Geralyn.
I often felt that an article with
just my voice would be like
the goose dung: messy and
unwanted. I knew that you, my
readers, needed more than
that! You needed the beautiful
diamonds of grace and beauty
that our awesome God showers
down on us every single day.
Isn’t this what an evangelist
truly is all about? Remember
the title of my column is
“Thoughts from a Catholic
Evangelist.”
As I was writing this article,
I looked at my bookshelf in my
office to find some collaborating
evidence of this. My search was
not in vain! I came across a
book called “The Urgency of the
New Evangelization: Answering
the Call” by Ralph Martin. In
this book, he describes five
elements that the evangelist
should use.
He writes: “1: God’s infinite,
unconditional, and personal love
for every human being, and his
desire that every person attain
the fullness of life in communion
with himself. 2: The reason we
do not experience this fullness
of life: sin has separated us
from God, introduced evil into
the world, and left the human
race in a desperate condition,
ultimately leading to eternal
death. 3: The solution provided
by God: God sent his Son Jesus
to reveal the Father’s love, to
forgive our sins and reconcile

us with God
through his
death and
resurrection
and to fill us
with his Holy
Spirit. 4:
Our part: to
receive the
gift of God
by repenting
“Thoughts from a
from sin,
Catholic Evangelist”
believing in
Jesus, and being baptized into
the communion of his body, the
Church. 5: Jesus’ coming in
glory as judge, at which time the
dead will be raised and all will
received the just recompense
for their deeds and their
acceptance or refusal of God’s
grace, either eternal life or
eternal separation from God.”1
As I type these five elements,
I reflect on them almost like
an examination of conscience.
Have I done these in my articles
adequately? Have they been a
vehicle for the Holy Spirit to do
His “thing?” Honestly, some of
them, yes, while others, not so
much. I can always hone my
craft a bit better!
But, how about you? Look
over that list above, reading it
as a checklist about your words
and actions about your faith.
How are you doing?
Every single one of us –
EVERY SINGLE ONE – must
be willing to stand up and
articulate why you believe in
what you believe. Our faith must
not be just in our heads but in
our hands as well. We must be
willing to incarnate the Word
into our lives. Jesus is only real
to others if we make Him real by
More MUSINGS, page 17
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Diocese of Harrisburg Suspends Using Music from David
Haas

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, Bishop
of the clergy, an employee or volunteer to contact
of Harrisburg, released the following statement
law enforcement. The Diocese also offers support
regarding the use of music composed by David
to survivors of sexual abuse in their pursuit of
Haas.
emotional and spiritual well-being.
“After the multiple allegations of sexual
To report misconduct or learn more about the
misconduct made against liturgical composer
healing resources available, please visit www.
and musician David Haas, and in consideration
youthprotectionhbg.com.
of the statements from the Archdiocese of Saint
Paul & Minneapolis (Mr. Haas’ home diocese)
regarding allegations of
inappropriate conduct
dating back to the 1980s,
and along with other
diocese and archdiocese,
~ Raising Up Holy Youth: Shaping Our Future Saints ~
including the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia, we are
suspending the use of all
liturgical music composed
by Mr. Haas for all
Diocesan and Cathedral
celebrations, effective
immediately. The parishes,
Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer
Most Rev. Andrew Cozzens
religious communities and
Bishop of Harrisburg
Auxiliary Bishop of The
institutions throughout the
Archdiocese of St. Paul
Minneapolis
Diocese are encouraged to
do the same.
“The Diocese of
Harrisburg takes these
allegations against Mr.
Haas seriously and
while he has denied any
wrongdoing, this decision
has been made out of
Sister John Sheila Galligan
Rev. John Szada, PhD
Mrs. Kate Phenicie
respect for any possible
IHM, STD
Exorcist, Diocese of Harrisburg
MA Theology
survivors. The Diocese
11:30am Online Platform Opens
NOVEMBER
of Harrisburg stands in
solidarity with all survivors
11:55am Opening Remarks
of sexual violence and
The Harrisburg Diocesan Catechetical Conference will be
harassment and is
virtual this year. All those who register will receive a link to
join the conference live, as well as a recording of all the
committed to promoting
sessions.
and maintaining safe
Register at:
per
environments.”
www.hbgdiocese.org/event/catechetical-conference/
The Diocese of
person
Harrisburg urges anyone
Presented by the Office of Evangelization & Catechesis for the Diocese of Harrisburg
who has experienced
sexual abuse by a member

Catechetical Conference

14TH

2020
$10
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers the happy
repose of these recently departed souls and the consolation of their
loved ones.
Irene Plastino
Dauphin
York
Don Sheaffer
St. Matthew:
Immaculate
Robert Blazina
Conception BVM:
Lebanon
R. Paul Farrell
St. Cecilia:
Elizabethtown
St. Joseph:
Walter Stumpf, Sr.
St. Peter:
Clara Burda
Patrick Boylan
Richard Perucca
Littlestown
Elmer Monahan
William Walters
St. Aloysius:
Mary C. Gebhart
Lancaster
St. Rose of Lima:
St. John Neumann:
Joseph Kutsch
McSherrystown
Dale Beasley
Annunciation BVM:
Ed Golden
Nancy Lawrence
Phyllis Harkins

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Spiritual Offerings
Evening of Adoration for
Vocations for those seeking
a deeper understanding of
vocations, Nov. 6 from 7-9
p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral
in Harrisburg. Pray before our
Eucharistic Lord for vocations to
the priesthood and consecrated
life and hear from four speakers
who will give witness to their
own discernment: Sister Danielle
Truex, IHM, Father Joshua
Weaver, Deacon Aaron Lynch and
Deacon Peter Rettig.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages
The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women is
holding a virtual pilgrimage
from Harrisburg to Bethlehem.

All are invited to participate in
this physical and spiritual event.
Participant miles will be added
together, with a goal of reaching
5,836 miles by Christmas. Learn
more and register at hdccw.webs.
com.
“Entering the Advent
Rhythms” –A Virtual Day
Retreat, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.3 p.m. at the St. Cyril Spiritual
Center in Danville. Please arrive
at 9:45 a.m. The virtual retreat
is presented by Sister Chris
Koellhoffer, a Sister Servant
of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, who engages in Mobile
Spirituality Ministry, offering
retreats, presentations and
enrichment programs on the road.
At a time when our culture urges
us to hurry up and join the preChristmas shopping rush, Advent
calls us in a different direction,
a new relationship with time:
Waiting in expectation. Savoring
Stillness. Naming our deep desire
for the Holy One for whom we

Deceased Clergy

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in November
during the past 25 years:
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Msgr. Damian McGovern, 2000
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012
Father Thomas Mannion, 2018
Deacon Manuel Velazquez, 2018

wait. The cost of the retreat is $35,
due by the registration deadline of
Nov. 27. Register online at www.
sscm.org or call 570-275-0910.
After you register, you will be
contacted via your email for a
link.

Education &
Enrichment

Movie portrayal of the story
of Ruth, Nov. 15 at 1 p.m. at
the Allen Theater in Annville.
More NOTEBOOK, page 18
MUSINGS, from page 15
our dealings with others!
We must shine gloriously
because of our lives, like
those gems of dew, as we
struggle to conquer (side step)
our personal sin. Nothing is
impossible with God!
Martin, Ralph, et al. The Urgency of
the New Evangelization: Answering
the Call. Our Sunday Visitor, 2013.
Pg 110.
1

NOTEBOOK,
from page 17
Biblically- inspired account of
God’s redeeming love, produced
and filmed at the renowned
Sight & Sound Theatre. This
remarkable story of second
chances offers the hope that no
matter who you are or where
you’ve been, God has a plan for
you. Ruth, an ordinary woman
who accomplished extraordinary
things, will inspire your heart.
Movie is suitable for people of
all ages. Event sponsored by the
Pro-Life Ministry of St. Paul
the Apostle Parish in Annville.
Admission is free, but a free-will
donation will be accepted.
Registration is now open
for the Nov. 14 Diocesan
Catechetical Conference at
www.hbgdiocese.org/catechetical.
This year’s conference is virtual
and is open to everyone who
loves the Catholic faith. This
year’s theme is Raising Up Holy
Youth: Shaping Our Future Saints.
Featured speakers are the Most
Reverend Ronald W. Gainer,
Bishop of Harrisburg; Bishop
Andrew Cozzens, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Archdiocese of St.
Paul/Minneapolis and Chairmanelect of the US Bishops’
Evangelization and Catechesis
Secretariat; Father John Szada,
Diocesan Exorcist; Sister John
Sheila Galligan, IHM, PhD; and
Mrs. Kate Phenicie, Director of
Spiritual Life at Delone Catholic.
There will be Eucharistic
Adoration and beautiful music.
Cost this year is $10 per person.
St. Catherine Laboure
Knights of Columbus, Council
12811, invites all the men of the
parish over age 18 and practicing
Catholics, to become members
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of the Council. All new members
will receive a free current
membership. Contact Membership
Director Coleman Wessel at 717836-7076 or wesselcl@comcast.
com.

Events &
Fundraisers

St. Margaret Mary Parish
and School in Harrisburg,
inaugural Golf Tournament,
Nov. 7 at Manada Golf Course
in Grantville, Pa. Registration at
11 a.m., shotgun start at noon.
Best ball/scramble format. The
price per golfer is $75, which
includes greens fee, cart, lunch
(hot dogs), and catered dinner at
approximately 5 p.m. Registration
and lunch begins at 11 a.m. There
will be door prizes, mulligans
and 50/50 tickets available for
purchase. Snacks and beverages
will be served on the course
during play. If you are interested
in only attending the social and
dinner, the price is $25. Event is
open to all golfers; established
handicaps are not needed.
We welcome any individuals,
twosomes, threesomes or
foursomes. If you have any
questions, please contact Shannon
Sprow at stmmspto@gmail.com
or 717-571-7121.
St. James Parish in Lititz,
inaugural online Christmas
bazaar. Sneak preview Nov. 6 at
8 a.m. to view items for sale and
bid. Online bazaar opens Nov. 13
at 8 a.m. for bidding and buying,
new items added daily. Christmas
and fall decorations, silent
auction, bake sale, grandma’s
attic treasures, crafts, floral
creations and wreaths, knitted
items, take-home gingerbread
house kits, gift baskets, religious

gifts, pierogis, stuffed cabbage
and more. Items for sale and
food must be pre-ordered online
at www.stjameslititz.org. Café
dinner and lunch pre-orders due
by midnight Nov. 19. Café dinner
available Nov. 20 from 4-8 p.m.,
café lunch Nov. 21 from 10 a.m.1:30 p.m., and ham and turkey
dinner from 5-6:30 p.m. Nov.
21. For more information, e-mail
stjameschristmasbazaar@gmail.
com.
Mary Gate of Heaven
Parish in Myerstown, take out
spaghetti dinner. Relax, let us
do the cooking. Saturday, Nov.
14 from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. or until
sold out. Cost is $8 per meal
and includes a hefty portion of
Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic
bread and salad. Baked goods
will be available for purchase as
well. Cash and debit/credit cards
accepted. Parish is located at 188
W. McKinley Ave., Myerstown,
Pa.
St. Cecilia Parish Holy Name
Society in Lebanon is holding a
homemade filling, sauerkraut
and pepper cabbage sale,
Saturday, Nov. 21 from 9 a.m.noon, and Sunday, Nov. 22 after
the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses.
Filling is $4.50 per container.
Sauerkraut is $4 per quart or three
for $10. Paper cabbage is $2 per
pint or $4 per quart.
St. Columba Parish in
Bloomsburg, annual Winterfest
in a COVID-safe manner, Nov.
21 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. No vendors
will be present this year; however,
you can still enjoy the best of
our traditional holiday offerings
including the Dollar Tree, a raffle
More NOTEBOOK,
page 19

NOTEBOOK,
from page 18
auction, take-out baked goods,
and packaged take-out foods from
our kitchen. We will offer soups,
chili, and haluski. Parking is free
in three parish lots. Enter via the
cafeteria double doors between
the school and rectory. Masks and
social distancing are required.
Admission is free.
Good Shepherd Parish,
Camp Hill will be sponsoring a
deluxe coach bus for the March
for Life on January 29, 2021. The
bus departs Good Shepherd at 8
a.m. and returns by 6 p.m. Cost is
$25 per passenger. Contact Deb at
717-761-1167 x 138 or dsalldin@
thegoodshep.org.

Job Openings
Harrisburg Catholic
Administrative Services is
seeking an energetic and
organized Director to manage
the Department of Buildings and
Properties. This complex position
includes direct management of
properties owned by the Catholic
Diocese of Harrisburg; technical
advice and support for the
buildings and grounds at over 100
parishes and schools; supervision
of a Diocese wide asbestos
management program (AHERA);
management of facilities staff,
including a diocesan-wide shared
maintenance program; oversight
and approval of planning, design,
and construction programs and
interfacing with architects,
engineers, and contractors.
The successful applicant will
be experienced in property
management and construction
procedures, team-oriented
and a good communicator.
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Familiarity with budget
management, establishment
of purchasing contracts, and
preventive maintenance required.
Architectural, engineering,
or construction management
background (especially
registration in any of these fields)
is a definite plus and a degree
in engineering or architecture
is highly desirable. Salary is
commensurate with education
and experience. Please send cover
letter, résumé, and references
no later than November 30 to:
employment@hbgdiocese.org
or mail to: Human Resources,
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg,
4800 Union Deposit Road,
Harrisburg, PA 17111.
St. Patrick Parish in York
has an immediate opening for a
full-time Office Administrator.
This person is responsible
for the daily operation of the
parish office, including clerical
work, administrative functions
and bookkeeping tasks. The
position requires a mature,
detail-oriented individual with
excellent organizational and
interpersonal skills, with the
ability to complete assigned
tasks and work independently,
an overall knowledge of general
office procedures, an adequate
background in business and
bookkeeping or accounting,
and proficiency in Microsoft
applications. Trustworthiness,
reliability, willingness to
maintain confidentiality and
the ability to complete routine
and delegated assignments in a
timely manner are essential. For
more information or to submit
your résumé, please contact
frbateman@stpatrickyork.
net. Deadline for application is

November 16, 2020.
Delone Catholic High
School in McSherrystown is
seeking a principal. Minimum
requirements: 5+ years’
experience as a high school
principal or vice principal;
thorough understanding of
Catholic school philosophy both
in practice and knowledge base;
commitment to modeling the
values of Catholic educational
leadership; outstanding oral and
written communication skills;
demonstrated achievement
in cross-functional or matrix
structured organizational models;
PA Administrators’ Certificate
(or in process); and Catechetical
Certification (or in process) and
a minimum 5 years of teaching
experience. Full job description
available at www.hbgdiocese.org/
employment. Send résumé and
letter of interest to Dan Breen,
Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800
Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg,
PA 17111, or dbreen@hbgdiocese.
org.
Schools in the Diocese of
Harrisburg are currently
looking for educators,
specifically long term substitutes
that are ready to join our team
in the Harrisburg area. Teachers
in all grades and all subject
areas are needed. Certification
is preferred but not required.
Catholic Schools in the Diocese
of Harrisburg provide safe, joyful
school environments that follow
current scientific best practices
on schooling during a pandemic.
For more information or to find
a school location near you, click
on https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
More NOTEBOOK,
page 20

NOTEBOOK,
from page 19
find-catholic-school/. Send your
résumé and letter of interest to
either the location near you or
to Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.
ORG. You may also call the
Harrisburg Diocese Department
of Catholic Schools for more
information at 717-657-4804 ext.
222.
York Catholic High School
is seeking an attendance officer
and substitute teachers for the
2020-2021 school year. Qualified
candidates should demonstrate an
understanding of the importance
their position plays in all aspects
of a student’s developmental
progress. Candidates must
also be individuals rooted in
faith, willing to support Gospel
values, and willing to inspire
students through their word
and example to accept and live
these values and teaching. The
attendance officer is a parttime, 10-month position. Duties
include attendance and discipline
database management and main
office support. Requirements:
high school diploma, strong
interpersonal, computer, and
organizational skills, state and
federal clearances. Substitute
teachers are daily as needed
throughout the school year.
Requirements: bachelor degree,
state and federal clearances.
Preferred qualifications: education
degree, certification, and teaching
experience in the classroom.
Please send résumé, Diocese
of Harrisburg Application (see
www.yorkcatholic.org), a copy of
state and federal clearances, and
letter of interest to Mrs. Sheila
Gick, Office Manager, York
Catholic High School, 601 East
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Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA
17403, or sgick@yorkcatholic.
org.
St. Joseph School in Hanover
is currently looking for a
part-time aftercare aide for
the 2020-2021 school year.
Interested candidates must be a
minimum of 21 years of age and
possess a minimum of a high
school diploma. Applicants must
support the mission and Christian
principles of the school. Please
send a cover letter and résumé to:
St. Joseph Catholic School, 5125
Grandview Road, Hanover, PA
17331, Attention: Mr. Terrance
Golden, Principal, or e-mail to
tgolden@sjshanoverpa.org.
St. Joseph School in Hanover
is seeking substitute teachers
on an as-needed basis for the
2020-2021 school year. The
minimum academic requirement
for a substitute is a baccalaureate
degree. The minimum age
requirement is 21 years. State
teaching certification is preferred,
but not required. If interested,
please send a cover letter, résumé,
transcripts, and pastor letter to
St. Joseph Catholic School, 5125
Grandview Road, Hanover, PA
17331, or e-mail Mr. Terrance
Golden, Principal, at tgolden@
sjshanoverpa.org.
St. Leo the Great School
in Rohrerstown is seeking a
full-time, middle school Social
Studies teacher to begin Dec.
1,, 2020. Candidates must have a
history of academic excellence,
positive attitude, teamwork
skills, and devotion to our
Catholic identity. Teachers will
be responsible for developing
rigorous lesson plans, design
and develop digital-age learning
experiences and assessments

daily, grade book management
and assessments. A balanced
program of direct instruction and
sustained seatwork should offset
extended periods of exploration
and innovative hands-on lessons.
Familiarity with Chromebooks,
Google Education and its suite
of applications is desirable. Our
teachers collaborate in team
meetings to ensure best practices
and student growth. Candidate
will need to submit current
background clearances and an
active Pennsylvania certification
for Social Studies Grades 4-8 or
similar certification like Citizen
education. Qualified candidates
should complete and submit to the
Diocese of Harrisburg a teacher
application at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
employment-applications/.
Interested candidates should also
contact Mrs. Christine McLean,
Principal, at 717-394-1742, ext. 3,
or principal@stleoschool.org.
St. Leo the Great School
in Rohrerstown is seeking
a part-time Music Teacher.
Candidates must have a history
of academic excellence, positive
attitude, teamwork skills and a
devotion to our Catholic identity.
Music classes are a standard in
our PreK – 8th grade programs.
We believe that every child can
enjoy and benefit from creating,
performing and/or listening to
music. Candidates must have
the ability to teach the history
of music, how to read and write
music, understand beats and
harmonies, as well as directing
our annual school musical.
Candidate will need to submit
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current background clearances
and an active Pennsylvania
certification in music education
is desirable. Qualified candidates
should complete and submit to the
Diocese of Harrisburg a teacher
application at https://www.
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
employment-applications/ and
contact Mrs. Christine McLean,
Principal, at 717-392-2441, ext. 3,
or principal@stleoschool.org.
Holy Name of Jesus Parish
in Harrisburg is seeking a
temporary Administrative
Assistant in the Parish Office
from the beginning of February
2021 through the end of April
2021. Position is responsible for
the daily operation of the Parish
Office, including clerical work
and minor administrative details.
Responsibilities include greeting
visitors, answering phones and
responding to emails, preparing
deposits, preparing the weekly
bulletin and updating the parish
website. Overall knowledge
of general office procedure,
familiarity with office equipment
and proficiency in Microsoft
Office programs is required. For
more information or to submit
your résumé, please contact 717652-4211.
St. Joseph School in
Mechanicsburg is in need of
instructional aides for the 20202021 school year. Candidates
are expected to uphold the
values of the Catholic Church
and St. Joseph School. Qualified
candidates must possess at
minimum a high school diploma
and some on-the-job training,
preferably an associate’s degree
or bachelor’s degree in education
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or a related field. Candidates
must be at least 21 years of age
and will need to complete all
Diocesan clearances. If interested,
please contact Mrs. Bamberger at
rbamberger@stjoesmech.org.
Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary School is seeking
a dedicated, inspirational and
enthusiastic full-time third
grade teacher for the remainder
of the 2020-2021 school year.
The position will begin following
the Christmas break on Monday,
January 4 and has the potential to
become permanent in the 2021–
2022 school year. The position
will entail instruction in religion,
reading, social studies, math,
ILA and science, with an ability
to differentiate in all areas and
a desire to work with a diverse
group of students. Interested
candidates should forward their
application, résumé, pastor’s letter
of recommendation and copies of
current clearances to Harrisburg
Catholic Elementary School, 555
South 25th Street, Harrisburg,
PA, 17104, Attn: Mr. David
Rushinski, or email materials to
drushinski@hbgcathelem.org.
Holy Family Radio,
Inc., is seeking a part-time
Development Director. Holy
Family is a not-for-profit Catholic
radio station in Shiremanstown.
The Development Director
reports directly to the President
of the Holy Family Radio Board.
Responsibilities include: actively
raise funds to meet the monthly,
annual, and long range needs of
Holy Family Radio; develop and
manage fundraising strategies
for annual and capital support;
develop plans to advance the
mission of Holy Family Radio
through fundraising, special

events, planned giving, etc.; and
plan, manage and implement
a diversified development
program. Further information
may be obtained by e-mailing
HolyFamilyRadio@comcast.net.
The same e-mail may be used to
submit cover letter and résumé.
Undefeated Courage is
seeking nurses to staff its mobile
ultrasound unit. Shifts available
M-F 8am-4pm, FTE: PRN with
no maximum hours. Hourly rate:
$22. PA RN license is required
for this position. Must be trained
in limited obstetric abdominal/
transvaginal ultrasound or open
to training. The mobile unit will
be deployed to abortion clinics to
change the way abortion-minded
women look at their pregnancy.
The mission of Undefeated
Courage is to help women choose
life for their baby and themselves.
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk
advocacy organization in Central
Pennsylvania that provides
prayer, pregnancy testing,
education on pregnancy, referral
to local pregnancy care centers
and other social/legal services
outside of abortion clinics at
no cost or judgement. A free
ultrasound is an obstetrical tool
used to evaluate the health of the
pregnancy and can be a method
for abortion-minded women to
make informed decisions about
their pregnancy after reviewing
their ultrasounds. Visit https://
www.undefeatedcourage.org/
employment.html for more
information and an application.

