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Bishop Gainer’s Thanksgiving Message

My Dear Friends in Christ,
way to thank the Father than to join ourselves to
With this letter comes my warmest wishes for a Christ’s perfect act of praise and thanksgiving.
most Blessed Thanksgiving Holiday. Thanksgiving
As I reflect on this year, I remain truly grateful
is traditionally a time of year when we gather with
to see God blessing our Diocese through each
family and friends in sincere gratitude for God’s
of you, our faithful laity, clergy, religious and
abundant blessings in our
seminarians. Your support of
lives. This year confronted
our brothers and sisters, your
all of us with so many unique
generosity in providing food
challenges that it may be
for the hungry, for helping
difficult to recognize the
with the efforts to keep our
blessings God has provided
churches sanitized, your
for us in 2020. But gratitude
cooperation in observing the
can only be experienced in
health and safety guidelines
the present and now is our
have all certainly been
present moment.
edifying. The dedication and
In Matthew’s Gospel, our
creativity of our principals,
Lord invites us to “Look at the
teachers and school staffs
birds of the air: they neither
have been heroic. I remain
sow nor reap nor gather into
always grateful for all of you
barns, and yet your heavenly
who staff our parishes and
Father feeds them. Are you
to our Diocesan staff for your
not of more value than they?”
steadfast devotion to the
(6:26). Each of us matters
Church and its mission. It is
that much to God!
my joy and privilege to be a
Throughout history,
coworker with all of you for
thanksgivings have been
Christ who gives us courage
held at the end of harvests,
and hope.
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in celebration of successful
On Thanksgiving Day,
growing seasons. But the yield at harvest time is
whether we gather with family and friends together
always unpredictable, just as life’s trials. However, around the same table or remotely gather through
our faith assures us that when challenges abound, the gift of technology, let us always remember and
God’s grace abounds all the more.
give thanks for the many blessings from our Lord.
As we give thanks for our blessings, we must
May you experience the nearness and love of
remember the One who blesses us. I encourage
Christ this Thanksgiving Day and always.
you to spend time with our Lord in prayer and
It is my joy to wish you a Blessed and Happy
especially at Mass, whether in person or through
Thanksgiving.
live stream, to thank Him for the many blessings,
seen or unseen, that you have received and also
for the gift of the Eucharist. The word “Eucharist”
			
Most Rev. Ronald Gainer
means thanksgiving and we have no more perfect 			Bishop of Harrisburg
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New Officers Installed for Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

Newlyappointed officers
of the Harrisburg
Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women
were officially
installed to their
posts during a
private prayer
service with Bishop
Ronald Gainer
on Nov. 21 at the
Diocesan Center in
Harrisburg.
The officers
joined in the
prayer service,
during which they
participated in the
ceremonial candle
lighting.
HDCCW officers
are Alycia Laureti,
appointed to her
second term as
President; Linda
Hartzell, Vice
President; Pat
Fraley, Recording
Secretary; and
Nancy Bauer,
Treasurer.
The mission
of the Council of
Catholic Women
is “to support,
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New officers of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women participate in a
prayer service led by Bishop Ronald Gainer. From far left are Nancy Bauer,
Treasurer; Pat Fraley, Recording Secretary; Linda Hartzell, Vice President;
and Alycia Laureti, President.
empower and educate all Catholic
women in spirituality, leadership and
service; to inspire while promoting
Gospel values in a constantly
changing world.”
The Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women is comprised of nine district
councils representing 44 parish
councils.
The HDCCW offers a variety of
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Harrisburg to Bethlehem, visit www.
hdccw.webs.com.
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Tremendous Performance Lands Trinity State Volleyball Championship

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Trinity is underclassman-laden, which bodes well for future championship runs.
By Chris Heisey
Given the ’Rocks won in four sets (25-23, 23The Catholic Witness
25, 25-23, 25-19), the match really hinged on 12
Knock hard and long enough on the door of
points out of 186 total. That’s a razor thin margin
opportunity, and sooner or later it comes open
of victory, yet Trinity was just slightly better in
with an answer. For Trinity, their triumphant style
every phase of the game – hitting, passing,
of play earned them their first ever PIAA Class
setting, digging, serving and blocking.
2A state volleyball
The Mounties of
championship
Philipsburg-Osceola
against a formidable
hadn’t lost a set all
foe in Philipsburgseason (Trinity only
Osceola on Nov. 21
lost one in a win
at Cumberland Valley
against Palmyra),
High School.
and the District 6
In a tense battle
champ has a bona
pitting two big-hitting
fide budding superstar
teams, the match
in freshman outside
came down to a
hitter Reese Hazelton,
few points in each
who is not only an
of the four sets that
outstanding 6-foot
ultimately determined
spiker, but can dig,
the outcome in the
Trinity’s Lauren Trumpy towers over the net for a
More VOLLEYBALL
Shamrocks’ favor.
kill against Philipsburg-Osceola.
page 4

VOLLEYBALL
continued from 3
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block and pass like a seasoned
upperclassman. She drilled 26
kills and more impressively had
30 digs, which gave Trinity fits in
their hitting game.
The Mounties did not lose
this match with their play;
Trinity won it with stellar play
by the entire team. While
Hazelton certainly has her kills,
the ’Rocks dug many difficult
spikes to keep rallies alive and
put pressure on Philipsburg in
the key points. After winning
the all-important first set,
Never could The Mounties set-up effective blocks, as Trinity had
Trinity dropped the second but
multiple hitters including Lauren Trumpy to attack.
bounced back in the third. In
the fourth, Trinity was down 9-3, set the entire match.
throughout the state as autumn
and after a timeout clawed their
“This was fun,” Gracie
chilled. But all summer long,
way even at 10-10. They fell
Britten said after the game. “It’s with temps in the upper 90s, if
down by four again but took the exhilarating…. This is it, this is
you drove by Trinity High School
lead for good at 19-18, mainly
the point. You are gonna get the in Camp Hill and gave a glance
on the back of senior hitter
kill, you’re gonna win the game,” out your window to the school’s
Gracie Britten, who had 17 kills, she said about her game, match south field, there was Trinity’s
many in the fourth set’s crucial
and state championship winning volleyball team playing doubles
late going. It was the senior who hit on the season’s final point.
and queens in the torrid heat on
took the stage in the match’s
Nobody this summer knew
many days.
biggest moments and delivered if there was even going to be
Hard work pays off, and when
crucial hits that doomed the
a fall season of sports, given
Trinity gave a hard knock on
Mounties in the end.
Covid-19 and its case rise
opportunity’s door in the PIAA
Arguably the
state final, the
match’s difference
’Rocks got the
came down to Trinity’s
answer they
ability to attack with
were seeking
four different hitters
when the door
that Philipsburg was
opened – a
just not able to get a
2020 state
double block on. And
championship
how Trinity’s hitters
triumph over
eventually provided
a worthy foe
the winning margin
that is worth
was in large part due
remembering
to their terrific setting
and savoring for
game, led by sister
a long time to
duo of Jena and
come.
Jessica Minnick, who
The Shamrocks play team volleyball; they communicate
really did not flub one
and back each other up to keep balls alive.
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Hanover Knights Team up for Hot Meal Program for Local Communities

COURTESY OF DAVE ZINN, COUNCIL 871

Knights Auggie Perez, Terry Golden, Father
Ignacio Palomino and Ray Johns pack chicken
broccoli alfredo and garlic bread for the ProvideA-Meal Program at St. Joseph Parish, Hanover.

Knights and members of the parish family
prepare to deliver meals. From left are Marc
Heppding, Wayne Groft, Diane Ernst, Carl
Waldman and Auggie Perez.

Knights of Columbus from Hanover Council 871 and San Jose Council 16069, in coordination with

office staff from St. Joseph Parish in Hanover, have addressed the community need for food during
several months of the pandemic.
The dedicated volunteers prepared, served and delivered hot meals every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from March through July, caring for thousands of people in need from the Hanover,
Gettysburg and York areas.
Leading the program was Auggie Perez, Ray Johns and Pam McMaster, with the assistance of
Monsignor James Lyons, pastor of St. Joseph Parish, and office staff members Helen Smith, Stacey
Pellas, Sheri Golden, Father Ignacio Palomino and Deacon Thomas Aumen.
Other dedicated volunteers who were involved include Knights Wayne Groft, Marc Heppding, Will
Smith, Carl Waldman and Terrance Golden, Principal of St. Joseph School. Meals varied from day
to day and included turkey pot pie, chicken broccoli alfredo, ham and green beans with scalloped
potatoes, Greek chicken, Reuben sandwiches and hotdogs. More than $7,000 was donated by St.
Joseph parishioners and community members to help fund the program.

Diocese’s Youth Protection Program
To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll
free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church
official, employee or volunteer, also please call the
Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor,
llame al número de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda
Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a
manos de un official, empleado o voluntario de la
iglesia, también llame al número de teléfono gratuíto
de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico:
ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius Bestow Servant Leadership Awards

By Sister Barbara Sable, SSCM
and priests who have been role models for the
Special to The Witness
teens. The mentors have made a difference in
The Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in
their lives by modeling servant leadership as a
Danville awarded the Servant Leadership Award
way of life in their family, parish, and community.
to 27 outstanding high school seniors from the
Over the past 18 years, the Sisters of Saints
Diocese of Harrisburg late
Cyril and Methodius have
last month. The virtual
honored nearly 1,300
ceremony took place at the
teens in the Dioceses of
Basilica of Saints Cyril and
Bridgeport, Charleston,
Methodius in Danville.
Chicago, Gary,
The Servant Leadership
Harrisburg, Milwaukee,
Award recognizes
Pittsburgh, St. Louis,
distinguished high school
Scranton, Syracuse, and
juniors and seniors who
Trenton with the Servant
are joyful witnesses,
Leadership Award.
compassionate proclaimers,
At the virtual
and enthusiastic builders of
ceremony, the Sisters
the Kingdom of God. The
of Saints Cyril and
focus of the award is on
Methodius also honored
teens who remain active in
four adults who received
their faith and parish beyond
the Father Matthew
Confirmation, and who
Jankola Lifetime
actively serve in their parish,
Servant Leadership
school and community.
Award in the ministries
COURTESY OF THE CONGREGATION
Receiving the award
of evangelization,
Sister Seton Marie Connolly, SS.C.M., education, elder care
in the virtual ceremony
center, receives the Lifetime Servant and ecumenism. Father
were: Lauren Ayres, Ralph
Leadership Award for Ecumenism from
Chip Baker, Matthew John
Jankola was a priest from
Sister Michael Ann Orlik, SS.C.M., left,
Bowman, Nicholas William
General Superior, and Sister Barbara the Diocese of Scranton
Dorkoski, Olivia Erickson,
Sable, SS.C.M., right. who was instrumental
Hanna Farzin, Santina Rosa
in recognizing the need
Fazio, Caroline Feese, Riley
for Religious Sisters to
Patrick Hammond, Laura Hilkert, Miranda Keller,
educate children, and founded the Sisters of
Paul Michael Killinger, Isabella Kubasek, Sarah
Saints Cyril and Methodius in 1909.
Rose Mahoney, Johnathan Robert Manning,
One lay person and one Sister who serve
Andrew Jacob Marulanda-Rea, Kyra McKinnon,
in the Diocese were presented with a Father
Ann Metrocavage, Julianne Mieckley, Dominic
Jankola Award: Susan Smith and Sister Seton
Morano, Thomas Rydzewski, Steven Sauer,
Maria Connolly, SSCM.
Robert Lawrence Scalia, Claudia Marie Seidel,
Smith has worked with the Sisters of Saints
Andrew Thomas Snyder, Anna Marie Starvaggi,
Cyril and Methodius to establish a “home away
and Gavin John Yoder
from home” at Maria Hall in collaboration with
  Each teen was given the opportunity to select
Columbia Montour Home Health and Hospice,
one person as a mentor who has encouraged
and now maintains the hospice home at Maria
them to generously use their time and talents
Hall under the LHC Corporation. Smith proudly
as a follower of Jesus. The chosen mentors
states that the Maria Hall hospice home has
were parents, grandparents, teachers, coaches,
More AWARDS
youth ministers, Scout leaders, deacons, Sisters
page 7
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Packaging
Christmas Cheer

The Diocesan Youth Council
assembled and wrapped more
than 100 gifts for people in need
by participating in the Christmas
Shoe Box Project. Members of the
council collected items, packed
boxes and wrapped the gifts at
the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg
on Nov. 15. Boxes were filled with
hats, gloves, hand-sewn masks,
hand sanitizer, toothbrushes and
other personal hygiene items. The
Diocesan Youth Council plans
to distribute the gift boxes at St.
Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg in
December, in a gesture of goodwill
to those in need at Christmastime.
The council is an opportunity
for high school youth to serve
in active leadership roles within
the Diocese. Members attend
meetings and events, and serve
as a link between the Diocese
and their parishes and Catholic
schools.
JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

AWARDS, continued from 6

to resident physicians, chaplains, hospital staff
and hospice personnel of all faiths. She has
served 733 guests and their families. She
presented workshops and seminars focused on
began her health care journey in 1974 as a
the resolution of complex medical, organizational
Cytotechnologist at Geisinger Medical Center.
She received her nursing diploma from Geisinger and personal ethical dilemmas to audiences
in 1990 and from Bloomsburg University in 1993. within various healthcare settings at both the
local and state level. Sister Seton Marie has
She received her Nursing Master’s degree from
served as a chaplain in several ministries
College Misericordia in 1996, and has been a
and settings, including St. Francis Hospital in
practicing RN for 28 years.
Wilmington, Del., Geisinger Medical Center in
Sister Seton Marie Connolly, SSCM, has a
Danville, and currently at Danville State Hospital.
professional background in education and as a
board-certified chaplain. Over the years, she has She also coordinates the outreach of the Sisters
consistently displayed great strength and success of Saints Cyril and Methodius to the Danville
Jubilee Kitchen.
in the field of chaplaincy. She has provided
The ministries of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and
compassionate care to people of diverse religious
Methodius include evangelization, education and
backgrounds, and strives to help the individual
care for the elderly and sick. Their motherhouse
utilize their own spiritual beliefs as a resource
is located in Danville. Visit www.sscm.org to learn
for healing. Sister Seton Marie’s professional
more.
background has made her a valuable resource
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St. Teresa of Calcutta School’s Blessing Boxes Benefit Pro-Life Efforts

The health and safety
considerations of
COVID-19 did not stop
St. Teresa of Calcutta
Catholic School in Adams
County from participating in
activities to mark Respect
Life Month in October
and its Fruit of the Spirit
celebration of kindness.
Traditionally, students
at St. Teresa’s two
campuses in Conewago
and McSherrystown
participate in penny wars
and pumpkin-decorating
contests to raise money
for the pro-life efforts of the
Diocese’s Office for Family
and Respect Life Ministries.
Last year, the students’
efforts raised more than
$3,500.
While the traditional
activities of penny wars
and pumpkin decorating
contests were cancelled
this year for the health
and safety of students,
the school did not lose the

COURTESY OF ST.TERESA SCHOOL

opportunity to participate
in activities to support
Respect Life Ministries. In
lieu of the usual activities,
faculty and staff organized
a “Blessing Box” collection.
The idea behind the
Blessing Box is to help
those less fortunate
celebrate the birthday of
their child and thank them
for choosing life.
Items like cake mix,
birthday hats and baby
supplies were collected
and packed into boxes,
which were then carefully
giftwrapped by small
groups of students.
Students also included
hand-made cards to go
along with the boxes.
In total, the school
assembled more than 20
boxes. Four boxes have
already been distributed
to Lourdeshouse
Maternity Home in
Harrisburg. Additional
distributions are planned.

Bishop Ronald Gainer visited
Pope St. John XXIII National
Seminary in Weston, Mass.,
last month, and presided at
the Mass of Candidacy on
October 28. Pictured with Bishop
Gainer is Jerome Kleponis, a
Theology III seminarian who is a
member of St. Columba Parish
in Bloomsburg, and who served
as Lector for the Candidacy
Mass. Founded in 1964, Pope
St. John XXIII National Seminary
specializes in priestly formation
for men over the age of 30 who
have had other careers prior to
discerning a priestly vocation.  

Meet the
New Deacons
Deacon Daniel R. Signore, III
Wife: Darlene M. Signore
Home Parish: St. Mark the
Evangelist, Greencastle
Parish Assignment: St. Mark
the Evangelist, Greencastle
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
Service in the primary reason I felt God was
calling me to be a deacon. I have served my
parish in varying capacities for over 30 years.
Lay people can accomplish many of the service
ministries of a deacon; however, serving in an
ordained capacity means you are an official
representative of the Church. A deacon speaks
for the Church. It’s an awesome responsibility,
which means that a deacon must know Church
teaching in order to represent the Church, and
represent her teachings correctly.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
I mostly look forward to serving those most
in need. Matthew 25 speaks loudly to me in my
calling. “I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and
Deacon Francis Skorija
Wife: Anne Skorija
Home Parish: St. Margaret
Mary, Harrisburg
Parish Assignment: St.
Margaret Mary, Harrisburg
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
The Holy Spirit.
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The Catholic Witness is introducing readers
to the Diocese’s 35 new permanent deacons,
who were ordained in September.
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I
was in prison and you came to me.”
What was your profession prior to ordination?
My entire career was in the Procurement and
Contracting field. I bought things and services.
My first 10 years were spent in industry, buying
medical supplies and shipping them to countries
in the Middle East (Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi, and
Kuwait). My last 31+ years were spent in Army
Contracting. The first three years were spent in
electronics, but I then moved back into medical
for the rest of my career. I primarily contracted
medical services and research & development at
Ft. Detrick, Md. I finished my career in the Office
of The Surgeon General, and retired in December
2017.
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
The formation program constantly reminded
me to seek God’s will in my life. Seeking God’s
will in our lives is not just for the huge decisions
in life, like choosing between the married life
and the priesthood, or later becoming a deacon.
I am constantly reminded to seek God’s will in
everything happening around me, every day. The
minute we remove the providence of God in our
lives, we are usually starting down the wrong
path, although not always intentionally. Mother
Teresa taught us to turn to God for every decision
in our day.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
I look forward to serving at the pleasure of the
bishop in whatever pastoral capacity he wishes;
however, it would be a blessing to be called
to serve the incarcerated, the homeless, the
addicted, the homebound, and the poor.
What is/was your profession before
ordination?
I am retired from the US Army Reserve and
work as an industrial sales engineer.
More DEACONS, page 10

DEACONS, continued from 9
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
The formation program helped me to grow
more spiritually mature by cultivating a spirit
of patience and faithfulness to Jesus. Only by
Deacon Armando Torres
Wife: Linda P. Torres
Home Parish: San Juan
Bautista, Lancaster
Parish Assignment: San
Juan Bautista, Lancaster

What drew you to serve the Diocese as a
Deacon?
Serving the Church and our local Catholic
school has been part of our family life. This
involvement helped me work closely with our
pastor and deacons in our parish, which led to
the discernment of the diaconate. Father Allan
F. Wolfe has been instrumental in me “realizing”
the path to discernment of deacon ministry.
Answering the call to formation in the diaconate
and the eventual day of ordination was for me a
response of being open to our Father’s will, and,
with the Church, discern the ministry of deacon.
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developing a deep relationship with Jesus can I
share Him with others. You cannot give what you
do not have, so I must be in love with Jesus to be
Jesus for others. Although an unworthy servant
of the Master, I am privileged to be conformed to
Him as an icon of Jesus, the servant, through the
sacrament of Holy Orders.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
The call to deacon ministry is Word, Liturgy
and Charity, and I am looking forward to all three.
The aspect of the ministry I am looking forward to
is to hopefully respond and minister in a way that
always brings Christ to the forefront.
What is your profession?
I am the CRE at St. Joseph and San Juan
Bautista in Lancaster, and also the Director of
Plaza San Juan Bautista Cultural Center.
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
The formation program has been a blessing for
both Linda and I. Through our Formation team,
the camaraderie among the class mates and
prayer support from parishioners, it truly amplified
the meaning of a “community of faith,” even in
my personal journey. The formation program has
helped in my spiritual growth with the addition in
my life of a “spiritual director.”

Job Opening: Diocesan Director of Buildings and Properties

Harrisburg Catholic Administrative Services is seeking an energetic and organized Director to manage
the Department of Buildings and Properties. This complex position includes direct management of
properties owned by The Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg; technical advice and support for the buildings
and grounds at over 100 parishes and schools; supervision of a Diocese-wide asbestos management
program (AHERA); management of facilities staff, including a Diocesan-wide shared maintenance
program; oversight and approval of planning, design, and construction programs and interfacing with
architects, engineers, and contractors.
The successful applicant will be experienced in property management and construction procedures,
team-oriented and a good communicator. Familiarity with budget management, establishment of
purchasing contracts, and preventive maintenance required. Architectural, engineering, or construction
management background (especially registration in any of these fields) is a definite plus and a degree in
engineering or architecture is highly desirable. Salary is commensurate with education and experience.
Send cover letter, résumé, and references no later than November 30 to:
employment@hbgdiocese.org or mail to:
Human Resources
Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg
4800 Union Deposit Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111

The Called
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Of course you can’t tell
anybody right away. I had to
A series of profiles on clergy and religious
set up a date for the press
conference with Lexington.
Bishop Ronald Gainer
After sharing the news, the
nuncio calls your bishop. So
Hometown: Pottsville, Pa.
Bishop Cullen called me and
Education: Mary, Queen of Peace School congratulated me and asked
and Nativity BVM High School in
me to come over to the house
Pottsville; St. Charles Borromeo Seminary that night to have dinner and
in Philadelphia; Pontifical Gregorian
talk. He met me at the door of
University in Rome
his house with his zucchetto,
the pink skullcap that bishops
Current Assignment: Bishop of the
wear, and he gave it to me.
Diocese of Harrisburg
We had a nice visit and were
talking about being a bishop.
my mind, and it was not that
I went home and went to bed.
I was going to be named a
(This is the second half of our
When I woke up, I thought,
bishop. The previous March, we “That was the craziest dream,
interview with Bishop Gainer.
Part 1 was published in the Nov. had a very difficult annulment
that I was named a bishop.
trial. I was the presiding judge
19 edition.)
Why would I even dream that?”
and I wrote the decision, but
When I got out of bed, I saw the
Talk about the experience of it was so hard. We truly did
zucchetto on my nightstand,
it
as
a
Tribunal,
so
I
had
two
getting the phone call that
and I realized it was not a
judges
with
me,
and
we
were
you’ve been appointed as
dream.
unanimous in granting the
bishop.
I was in Kentucky for 11
annulment,
but
the
respondent
Those are the phone calls
years, and then I got another
was very offended, and insisted phone call. It was a Monday
that you don’t forget.
that it go directly to Rome and
I was sitting at my desk in
evening and I was getting
not
to
our
appellate
court
in
the Secretariat for Catholic Life
dinner ready for my mom. We
and Evangelization in Allentown Philadelphia. It’s the only time in were in the kitchen together
the history of our Tribunal that
when my secretary said to me,
and the phone rang. Again,
that had ever happened. We
“There is a Sister Sara on the
it was the apostolic nuncio,
put
the
case
together
and
sent
phone.” I said, “I don’t know a
telling me that Pope Francis
it
to
Rome,
so
when
I
heard
Sister Sara.” But I was going
had decided to transfer me from
the apostolic nuncio wanted
to give a retreat at the retreat
Lexington to Harrisburg. There
to
speak
to
me,
I
thought,
house of the Sisters of the Most
is a town in Kentucky called
“They are so unhappy with my
Precious Blood in Shillington,
Harrodsburg. The nuncio had
decision
and
the
way
I
wrote
Pa., and they had a very nice
an Italian accent, and when
the
sentence
that
I’m
going
to
villa. I thought maybe one of
he said “Harrisburg” I thought
the Sisters wanted some details be laid out in lavender by the
he said “Harrodsburg.” I’m
nuncio
and
probably
penalized
about it. I got on the phone and
thinking, “How can they make
somehow.” That’s the only thing Harrodsburg a diocese?” But
she said, “Are you alone? Is
your door closed? Please close I had on my mind. When he
it became clear as he was
got
on
and
told
me
I
had
been
your door.” I thought, “What is
talking that I was going back to
chosen by now-St. John Paul
this about?” I had no clue. She
Pennsylvania.
II
to
be
a
bishop,
I
was
totally
said, “The apostolic nuncio
I was installed here on March
floored. I was expecting a
wishes to speak to you.”
reprimand, and it was this news.
I only had one thought in
More THE CALLED, page 12
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THE CALLED, continued from 11 Catholic population is less than
1 percent. But the parishes, I
19, 2014, and am coming up
quickly learned, were centers
on seven years, God-willing, of
for charity and outreach. Almost
being Bishop here.
every parish had its food pantry
What do you have to learn
and its household boutique,
when you are appointed to be where people could get things.
a bishop, and what was your We had a whole network of
time in Lexington like?
bringing goods in from all over
For the longest time, people
the United States. There were
around me would say, “Bishop,” some real heroes there, laity
and I would look around to see
who spent their whole lives
where the bishop was. You’re
there. You’d go to these little
going into everything brand
towns and find out that this
new.
fellow was a federal judge, or
I had never been to Lexington this person was a psychiatrist
in my life, and I didn’t know
in Chicago, but they came to
the Church there. I told them I
volunteer and they fell in love
went there learning how to be a with the area and the people.
bishop and learning the unique
Once they retired, they spent
character of the Diocese. It
the rest of their lives in eastern
was very new. It was founded
Kentucky.
in 1988 and I was only the
We had a wonderful
second Bishop. And it’s vast. It’s priest, Father Ralph Beiting,
50 counties, all the bluegrass
who began the Christian
region of Kentucky, and all
Appalachian Project, and he
of eastern Kentucky. Forty of
continued to be someone who
the counties are some of the
developed programs that were
poorest counties in the United
very effective in helping the
States, and some of the poorest poor. Our Catholic churches
people. The poverty and some
were synonymous with help
of the other societal challenges
and charity, and that’s a good
that are present were new to
reputation for us to have. By
me. The farthest parish would
contrast, the ten counties
take three hours and 15 minutes around Lexington were some
to get there, so that was a long
of the most affluent parts of our
drive on a Sunday. I had my
country, and the majority of the
co-pilot – my mom always went Catholics lived in that area.
with me, and people enjoyed
I had a lot of getting used to
seeing her. She was treated like as a new bishop. I observed
royalty. During Confirmation, I’d bishops. Being one, you have to
spend an hour with candidates
learn what it is about. Ultimately,
beforehand, and she would be
everything lands on your desk
sitting the church or talking to
and you rely, certainly, on the
the people.
good co-workers God has
It was very much a
given you, people with the real
Missionary Church. There was
expertise in finance, real estate
a very low Catholic population.
and insurance, and also the
In 40 of those counties, the
good priests and people who

have a great pastoral instinct
to assist me in exercising my
ministry. You have to listen and
grow with that new vocation of
being a bishop, and respect the
collaborators that God places
with you to assist in serving His
people.
Tell me about some of your
favorite saints. You met two
in particular.
I always say that I hope I’ve
met many saints in my lifetime.
The two outstanding encounters
that I’ve had were with St. John
Paul II and St. Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.
When I was a student in
Rome and was already a priest,
I was struck from being active
in ministry and celebrating daily
Mass to all of a sudden being
a student and concelebrating
Mass in the residence where all
the U.S. priests are living. Very
early in my days there, I saw
a notice on the bulletin board
that a group of Sisters needed
a priest to celebrate Mass in
English every Friday morning.
I called and said I could take
this Mass. I didn’t realize until
I got there that they were the
Missionaries of Charity. At that
time, they had three convents in
Rome and this was their main
convent. There were 90 Sisters
there: 30 novices, 30 professed
Sisters, and 30 who would
come back for a retreat if they
were going to renew their vows.
There were 90 Sisters and an
orphanage in this facility, but
this is also where Mother Teresa
always stayed whenever she
was in Rome, and she was in
Rome a lot – seeking counsel or
More THE CALLED, page 13
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for many years. The cardinal
THE CALLED, continued from 12 in April of 2005, and he was
hospitalized just three or four
wanted to add a Scripture
maybe giving counsel to Pope
weeks after our meeting. As
scholar to his staff, because
John Paul II, because we know
weak as he was, as drained as
they did not have one, so my
they had a very supportive
he was, he spent 15 minutes
friend Tom was added to the
relationship with each other.
with each bishop individually.
staff. He spent five years there,
It was not unusual for me to
You went into this room with a
and it became much more than
come out for this Mass, and
little table. You sit in a chair and a working relationship. It was
front and center would be
Pope John Paul is sitting across almost a father-son relationship.
Mother Teresa. Of course, it
from you. He has a map of the
Through Msgr. Herron, I had the
was intimidating. Everyone
United States that looks like
opportunity to meet Cardinal
already acknowledged her
a diner placemat. It’s a white
Ratzinger on a number of
as a living saint. It was an
piece of paper with an outline
occasions.
amazing experience because,
of all the states. He pointed
In 2013, I had the Ad Limina
after Mass, I would take my
right to the middle of Kentucky
with Pope Benedict XVI. He
vestments off and come out,
and said “Lexington. Tell me
didn’t meet us individually; he
and there were prayers that
about Lexington.” He knew
met us as a Province. There
the Sisters always prayed and
about Lexington, because you
were seven us in the Province
I would join them. Then they
have to send a comprehensive
of Louisville. We were told to
would file out into a courtyard
report months before. I was the ask the pope a question. Each
and Mother Teresa would be
third bishop in that morning,
of us were given three minutes
the last out, and I would follow
so he heard about two other
to report on some aspect of the
her. She would take both my
dioceses, but he remembered
Church in our area. It happened
hands and kiss them, and she
very clearly what he had heard
to be the day of the March for
always began by saying, “Thank about Lexington. He was very
Life in Washington, so I was
you for bringing Jesus to my
detailed, very granular in terms
given pro-life. Archbishop Kurtz
Sisters.” Then we would chat
of his knowledge of Lexington.
spoke about the threats to our
for a minute or two. I thought,
He reminded me so much of my religious freedom, and Bishop
“How many journalists or
mother’s father, my maternal
Foys spoke on Catholic schools.
reporters would love to have
grandfather who was Slovak.
Each of us had a topic, and
this opportunity to talk to Mother He’s this Polish pope with the
then they had us ask the pope
Teresa?” I don’t remember how watery eyes and a round face.
a question. Archbishop Kurtz
many times this happened,
It was like sitting across from
gave his report on the threats
because it was not infrequent
my grandfather, so it was a very to religious freedom here, and
that she was there at the
good feeling, a comfortable
then he asked a question. The
convent.
feeling. But what a thrill to be
pope said, “Thank you, Your
I was appointed a bishop by
with a pope who now is a saint. Excellency.” Then the pope
Pope John Paul II. While I was
turned to Bishop Foys. Bishop
a student as a priest there, I had You also had Ad Limina visits Foys talked about Catholic
with Pope Benedict and Pope
three, four or five opportunities
schools, and then he asked a
Francis.
to go to his Morning Mass,
question. Pope Benedict said,
I had a classmate from
which was a very small group
Philadelphia, Msgr. Tom Herron, “Thank you, Your Excellency,”
in the Papal Chapel, and
and then he turned to me. I
who was sent to Rome after
concelebrate Mass with him.
talked about pro-life issues in
You would meet him afterwards, our ordination, and he was so
the United States and then I
impressive to the professors
and I have some pictures with
asked him a question. He had
that they recommended him to
him from that. The real thrill
just written “Jesus of Nazareth”
then-Cardinal Ratzinger, who
for me was my first Ad Limina
and invited people to disagree
visit, which was in December of was head of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith
More THE CALLED, page 14
2004. Pope John Paul II died
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THE CALLED, continued from 13 for people. Canon Law doesn’t
keep you on the edge of your
with him or to write other
seat; it was always a challenge
thoughts. My question to him
to try and make it interesting. I
was, “Your Holiness, you invited had things I would do to engage
people to disagree with what
the interest of the students.
you had written. Did anyone
I enjoy when I do have an
write to you that changed
opportunity to give a talk or a
your mind on anything you
presentation. That’s why I enjoy
wrote?” He said, “Thank you,
when I’m invited to conferences
Your Excellency.” I’m thinking
or to give a workshop.
to myself, “Three of us have
The other thing for me, and
asked him questions. He has
certainly the highlight, is the
a tremendous intellect, so he’s
celebration of the Liturgy. As
remembering these questions
a priest, that’s the source and
and when it’s over, he is going
summit of our vocation. As a
to answer them.” When it was
bishop, I find that very fulfilling.
over, he gave us a little gift and
Many times, the Liturgies I
that was it. To the next group
celebrate are solemn, and there
going in, we said, “Don’t ask
are a number of concelebrants,
him any questions” (laughing).
ordinations for instance. One
Whoever told us that we should of the things reserved to
ask questions got it wrong. But
the ministry of the bishop is
it was a wonderful experience
passing on sacred orders – the
with Pope Benedict.
ordination of deacons and the
Last Thanksgiving, on
ordination of priests.
Thanksgiving Day itself, we met
Many of the Masses that I
with Pope Francis. He saw us in celebrate are rather formal and
a larger group called Region III, have some very beautiful music
which is all the bishops of New
and a lot of solemnity. I really
Jersey and Pennsylvania. He
also enjoy simple Masses with
spent two hours with us, which
a small group and less solemn
was amazing. I think he found it but more intimate with those
more fruitful to have the group
who gather around the table of
of bishops rather than the onethe Lord’s Word and the table
on-one. He told us no questions of the Eucharist. While it is a
were off the table, “Ask what
thrill to be able to preside at
you want to ask, and I will
those more formal Liturgies, I
answer as honestly as I can.”
really personally derive much
It was two very profitable hours
from the smaller scale, simpler
with Pope Francis.
celebrations of the Eucharist.
Is there an aspect of your
You have such a command
ministry that you find most
of Scripture. How have you
gratifying?
developed that?
I would say two parts. I enjoy
It’s through reading and
teaching. I had the opportunity
prayer. As clerics, we pray the
to teach Canon Law in two
Liturgy of the Hours. Basically,
seminaries – a topic that’s
that’s all Scripture. If I read
maybe not the most scintillating something and think, “Gee, I

don’t remember ever reading
that,” I’ll go to a commentary
and I’ll think about it. I have
a significant library that I’ve
amassed over the years with a
rather large Scripture section.
When I see a new book that’s
out by an author that I respect,
I’ll get that book and go to
it to see what the experts in
Scriptural studies say. I have
files and files of notes. If I
preached a homily on the ten
lepers and had a new thought
that came to me through prayer,
I’ll write it down. The file keeps
building. I think that’s the way
you build your treasury of
thoughts that you want to share
when you’re teaching and
preaching.
I hope I’ll never get to a
point where I stand up to give a
talk and I haven’t prepared for
it – whether it’s a homily or a
workshop. We can say a lot of
things off the top of our head,
but it goes over the tops of
everybody’s heads and it’s not
worth hearing.
One very formative
experience I had when I was
in college seminary was when
Bishop Fulton Sheen gave us
a retreat. I happened to be an
acolyte. It was opening Mass
for the retreat, and Archbishop
Sheen was late. He came in,
not in a good mood. He was
getting vested for the Mass
and we’re all standing there
like statues. The master of
ceremonies said, “Archbishop,
when you finish your homily…”
and the archbishop said,
“Wait. I was not told I was
preaching at this Mass.” The
master of ceremonies said,
More THE CALLED, page 15
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Church with the coronavirus
THE CALLED, continued from 14 have had one ever since I was
at Holy Trinity. We had one
pandemic. When it first hit, we
“I think we presumed since
at
home
growing
up.
When
I
had to cancel everything, but
you were celebrant that you
became pastor at Holy Trinity, I
it became evident very quickly
would give the homily.” The
started to plant a few tomatoes
that we can’t do nothing during
archbishop said, “I have made
and
some
herbs.
For
quite
a
this time and hope for a quick
no preparations, and without
few years now, I’ve had a nice
end. The use of technology
preparations, it would not be
place
here
on
the
property.
I
and the different social media
worth your while to listen to
think I had 18 tomato plants
platforms can bring us together
me.” Here’s someone who was
this year, and peppers. Tending for programs and meetings.
America’s greatest Catholic
that, getting them in the ground, Most of our parishes – if not
preacher, who you think could
getting your hands dirty; I think
all – are livestreaming. There
give an eloquent homily at
what
I
like
about
it
is,
you
can
has been a gain, you might
the drop of a hat. For the rest
see the progress. You plant it
say, in suffering through this
of the retreat, he stood at a
and you can see them grow.
pandemic that we’ve explored
microphone with not a note
They
get
to
maturity
and
they
areas of communication and
in front of him and held us
begin to produce the fruits of the social outreach that we had
spellbound with his flawless
plant. There is a beginning, a
not utilized before. That’s an
presentations, but he had
middle and an end. Much of the advantage for our Diocese.
prepared for those.
work we do in ministry, we’re
We recently had the Women’s
I’ve read how he used to
planting
the
seeds
but
we
don’t
Conference where we normally
prepare for them. He’d spend
know where those seeds will
would have had 700-800
ten hours for the “Life is Worth
take
that
person.
It’s
very
openwomen together, but we were
Living” half-hour TV programs.
ended in terms of serving as a
able to do an online conference,
He prepared intensely. That
priest, as a bishop. Sometimes
putting it on a Zoom platform to
experience of hearing Fulton
you
see
the
results,
but
very
hear the talks given and have
Sheen say, “It wouldn’t be worth
often you don’t. You may hear
a brief Eucharistic Adoration
your while listening to me if I’m
about
it
many
years
later,
that
period. We’re trying to make the
not prepared” was formative
something you said or did made best of our situation.
for me. I can spend 20 hours
an effect. Many times you don’t
The clergy abuse scandal
preparing to give a talk, and I
know
the
fruits
of
your
labors,
continues
to be a burden for all
don’t find that burdensome. It
but in gardening you do.
of us in the Church, as well as
gives me some excitement that
The
ultimate
purpose
of
a
working through our bankruptcy
I have a body of material to
garden, of course, is to get it
process. I would say to the
share.
into the kitchen. I enjoy reading faithful that the process is
What do you enjoy in your
about food and I enjoy making
moving as we had expected.
free time?
food, especially for guests.
The only big difference, caused
I like to have guests at the
In addition to reading, getting
by COVID, is it’s been slowhouse. People ask me where I
outside, getting close to the
paced. We were hoping that we
go on vacation, and I say I’ve
earth, tending the garden, I
might be at the other end early
kind of become a destination
enjoy bringing the produce of
in 2021. We did our homework
for others’ vacation. I love to
the garden into the kitchen.
and we were ready to enter into
have guests coming to visit from
this process, but for a time the
Is there anything else you
near and far. Part of that is the
courts weren’t meeting or the
would like to share?
hospitality you can offer. The
We’ve certainly been through process was stalled. Things are
Bishop’s Residence here is a
progressing as we had hoped,
an extraordinary period of
very comfortable, large home
and with the November 13
time in our individual lives, in
with plenty of room for guests.
deadline, we’ll be able to have
the lives of our families, our
Part of that hospitality for me
work lives, and in the life of the
More THE CALLED, page 17
is having a summer garden. I
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Disordered Affections and Divine Love

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, a friend of
mine named Sally* shared the
following story.
Sally was drawn in friendship
to a woman named Betty that
she met at church. Betty and
Sally were very much involved
with different ministries in the
parish, and their love for God
was very much apparent. Sally
was married with two middleschool age children and Betty
was single with relatives who
lived very far from her. A fast
friendship was formed, even
though their states in life were
very different. They would often
enjoy morning cups of coffee
and share their love of Scripture
and their bible studies.
As they both began to
appreciate each other’s gifts
and talents, Betty would often
voice her consternation that
married women were just “selfabsorbed” to get involved in
ministry in the parish. At first,
Sally ignored the comments and
focused on Betty’s giftedness as
well as their mutual friendship.
Close to a year into their
friendship, Betty, after a
checkup with her doctor, was
told she needed some surgery
to fix a cardiac issue. The
surgery would leave Betty
weak and unable to take care
for herself for about six weeks.
Sally organized a group of
women within the parish to
assist Betty in her recovery.
After two weeks, one of the
ladies in the group called Sally
and told her that she could no
longer tend to Betty. Unable
to get a replacement, Sally
stepped in. She asked her

husband to warm up supper for
himself and the kids while she
tended to Betty’s needs. This he
gladly did, but it brought Sally
a feeling of guilt because her
responsibility was to her family.
In short, she choose Betty over
her family. It was not the first
time Sally had done this.
When Sally got to Betty’s
house, she warmed up the
meal that was prepared by
other ladies in the parish. She
sat down for the first time all
day to accompany Betty in her
meal. Because of her fatigue,
as well as her personal need
for space, Sally was not her
usual animated self in her
conversation.
After the meal and the
dishes were cleaned, Sally told
Betty who would look in on
her the following day, at which
point, Betty called out Sally’s
unresponsiveness to her needs
of companionship. Sally listened
to Betty’s complaint and quietly
said, “I will try harder.”
As Sally drove home, she
became angry because she
sacrificed family time to take
care of Betty. Something
was just not “right” with the
relationship. Upon further
reflection, Sally realized that
she was trying to convince Betty
that married women are not
“self-absorbed,” but absorbed
in the needs of the family.
Betty could not understand this
beyond her experience. Sally
decided to distance herself from
Betty.
After Betty’s convalescence
was over, she called Sally to
go out for coffee. Sally declined
due to “family commit-ments,”
or just being “too busy.” Soon

it became
apparent to
Betty that
Sally was
offended,
even though
Betty had
no clue why.
Betty begged
for a reconciliation.
“Thoughts from a
Sally, not
Catholic
Evangelist”
hurt or
angry, just realized that their
“friendship” was not truly a
friendship; she was out to
prove something about married
women and Betty was just
looking for companionship. True
friendship respects personal
boundaries.
You’re probably asking
yourself, “Where is Sister
going with this?” I came across
a chapter in Worshipping A
Hidden God: Unlocking the
Secrets of the Interior Life by
Archbishop Luis M. Martinez.
In this book, the archbishop
says, “Whenever affections of
the heart are not expansions
of divine love, they are an
obstacle to our perfect union
with God. … Very often a
disorder affection can contrive
to live side by side with the love
of God. Then [it becomes] a
parasite that prevents the love
of God from developing in all its
fullness and in its glory.” 1
Think of it this way: When
we act through our disordered
affections, we are not
experiencing the fullness of life.
These disordered affections
(also known as sins) separate
us from God, even in the
slightest way, and introduce
evil into the world. Sin leaves
More MUSINGS, page 17
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of these recently
departed souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Duncannon
Milton
Palmyra
St. Bernadette:
St. Joseph:
Holy Spirit:
Stephanie Jacobs
Matthew Mosley
Joanne Spaziani
Strohm
Hershey
Mount Carmel
St. Joan of Arc:
Divine Redeemer:
Rohrerstown
Margaret J. Cardamone
Constance J. Kulick
St. Leo the Great:
Raymond Swaldi
Ronald G. Riley
Lancaster
Orelia R. “Babe”
Assumption BVM:
Filohoski
Trevorton
Jennie Beam
Marcella Conetta
St. Patrick:
Deborah J. Greco
Regina C. Anonia
Littlestown
Ronald J. Coleman
St. Aloysius:
Mary Anne Krakowski
York
Mary L. Hull
St. Rose of Lima:
New Freedom
Mary Kozuch
Lykens
St. John the Baptist:
Our Lady, Help of
Ed Graziul
Christians:
Lillian Rose Cole

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the
following clergy who died
in November during the
past 25 years:
Father Michael F. Barrett,
1996
Msgr. Damian McGovern,
2000
Father Thaddeus Strzelec,
2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012
Father Thomas Mannion, 2018
Deacon Manuel Velazquez,
2018

Rosalind Wilson

MUSINGS, continued from 16
every human being in a desperate condition. This
reminds me of a window that has been clouded
by pollen or the watermarks after a rain fall. In
short, sin lessens how we can reflect God’s beauty
within.
How do we do this? Archbishop Martinez
gives us a clue. “We must root from our hearts
everything that is not the love of God or that does
not have its origin in this love.”
How do we do that? Humble prayer, frequent
reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
personal penance and other sacrifices, deepening
self-knowledge, and learning how to self-gift in
every circumstance.
Is this possible? It sure is! We are all called to
do this. This is what holiness is all about! A lesson
that both Betty and Sally learned.
*The story is true but the names have been changed.
1
Martínez Luis M. Worshipping a Hidden God: Unlocking the
Secrets of the Interior Life. Sophia Institute Press, 2014. pgs.
17, 19, 21.

THE CALLED, continued from 15
some more details in terms of how to bring the
process to its conclusion.
We need to keep our focus where it
belongs, on Jesus Christ. It’s so easy to get
distracted. We’re in a period now with the
Presidential Election that can be so divisive
with the bickering back and forth and the lack
of civility in our conversation. It’s so easy to get
distracted, derailed, annoyed and angry. The
real call comes to us, to not lose the focus of
our faith, which is to keep our eyes, our hearts
and our minds focused on the One alone
who saves us. It’s not a president who saves.
It’s not a political party who saves. It’s Jesus
Christ.
As we go forward, no matter what life might
bring to us individually or as a community or a
Church, we keep our focus where it needs to
be.
(Interview conducted by Chris Heisey, The
Catholic Witness.)

DIOCESAN
NOTEBOOK
Spiritual Offerings

Women of Grace special
celebration on the Feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 12
at Holy Name of Jesus Parish
in Harrisburg. Recitation of the
Rosary at 8 a.m., Mass at 8:30
a.m., Eucharistic Adoration from
9-10 a.m., followed by Marian
songs played on the Appalachian
Dulcimer by Cindy Barbee.
For more information, contact
Chris Arnold at 717-379-6041 or
carnold@womenograce.com.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages

“Entering the Advent
Rhythms” –A Virtual Day
Retreat, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.3 p.m. at the St. Cyril Spiritual
Center in Danville. Please arrive
at 9:45 a.m. The virtual retreat
is presented by Sister Chris
Koellhoffer, a Sister Servant
of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, who engages in Mobile
Spirituality Ministry, offering
retreats, presentations and
enrichment programs on the road.
At a time when our culture urges
us to hurry up and join the preChristmas shopping rush, Advent
calls us in a different direction,
a new relationship with time:
Waiting in expectation. Savoring
Stillness. Naming our deep desire
for the Holy One for whom we
wait. The cost of the retreat
is $35, due by the registration
deadline of Nov. 27. Register
online at www.sscm.org or call
570-275-0910.
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Formation for Wives of the
Education &
Deaconate for the Diocese of
Enrichment
Harrisburg and contributor to The
Catholic Witness. Her topic will
Truth, Beauty, and
be “Motherhood and the Advent
Goodness: Evangelization
Liturgy.” Sister’s presentation will
Speaker Series, “Blessed are
be on Zoom. To join the Zoom
the Broken-Hearted,” presented
meeting please use the following
via Zoom by Christina Bair,
to log on: https://us02web.zoom.
Nov. 30 from 7-8:30 p.m. Bair
us/j/85497295547?pwd=bm1Vb
is an autism support teacher
jZrTGxuTmRSVWNuVmxkND
from York, and will speak on
RkQT09.Meeting ID: 854 9729
discovering how Christ’s perfect
5547. Passcode: 17111.
love transforms and heals hearts.
The speaker series is sponsored
Events &
by the Diocesan Office for
Fundraisers
Evangelization and Catechesis
St. Joseph School in York,
and is being presented monthly
virtual information sessions
through June. Register at https://
hbgdiocese.formstack.com/forms/ and admissions deadlines.
Virtual information sessions
speaker_series by Nov. 27 at
for prospective families, Dec.
noon. A Zoom link will be sent to
6 from 4-5 p.m. and Jan. 6
registrants. Registration is free,
from 8:30-9:30 a.m. All are
but a free-will offering will be
welcome to attend to meet our
taken for stipends for speakers.
dedicated faculty, engage with
The Harrisburg Diocesan
current students and discover
Council of Catholic Women
the difference at St. Joseph
invites everyone on a virtual
School. RSVP is required and
pilgrimage walk from
can be made www.sjyschool.org/
Harrisburg to Bethlehem.
admissions-process. If you are
The virtual pilgrimage of 5,836
unable to attend, contact Kristin
miles combines physical and
Byrnes Baker, Development
spiritual exercise for women,
Director, at 717-755-1797
men, children and families of all
or development@sjy.org, to
ages and abilities. The goal is to
schedule a private tour or request
add everyone’s miles of walking
information. St. Joseph School
and reach the goal of arriving
will begin accepting applications
in Bethlehem by Christmas.
for St. Joseph Parish families on
Information and registration at
Dec. 7. All other applications can
www.hdccw.webs.com.
be submitted beginning Jan. 6th on
a first come, first served basis.
Advent Evening of
“Sweets on the Porch” event
Reflection sponsored by the
of the Annunciation BVM
Parish Council of Catholic
Parish Women of Mercy and
Women of St. Katharine
Joy, Dec. 5 and 6 at the parish
Drexel in Mechanicsburg,
house after the 4 p.m., 8 a.m.
Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. Presenter will
and 10 a.m. Masses. Homemade
be Sister Geralyn Schmidt,
cookies and candies for sale.
SCC, Wide Area Network
Coordinator, Director of
More NOTEBOOK, page 19
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Our Lady Help of Christians
Parish in Lykens, Christmas
Raffle, combined prizes totaling
$1,000. Sponsored by the parish
Council of Catholic Women. 1st
prize $250 cash, 2nd prize $200
Boscov’s card, 3rd Prize $150
Wine n Spirits gift card, 4th prize,
$100 Amazon gift card, 5th prize
$100 Lowe’s gift card, 6th prize
$50 Exxon gift card, 7th prize
$50 Broad Mountain Winery gift
card, 8th prize, $50 Armstrong
Valley Winery gift card, 9th prize
$25 Lykens Valley Beverage gift
card, 10th prize $25 Nelson’s Beer
Distributors gift card. Tickets are
$5 for each entry. Drawing is Dec.
6. Call Dawn at 717-647-9124 or
Deb at 717-453-9984.
National Education Contest
of the Catholic Daughters
of the Americas. Lancaster
Court Queen of Peace #1023 of
the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas invites all youth in
grades 4-12 from all schools to
enter the National Education
Contest. 2021 themes are “Let
All You Do Be Done with Love”
and “Show Love to One Another.”
Enter one or more contests in
art, essay, poetry, computer art,
music and photography. Go to
http://www.catholicdaughters.
org/. Under Member Resources,
select Forms, and go down to
Contests for contest rules and
details in English or Spanish.
Entries must be postmarked by or
delivered to Margaret T. Giordano,
Education Contest Chairman, 1530
Hollywood Drive, Lancaster, PA
17601 by February 1, 2021. All 1st
place local winners will be entered
in the state education contest,
and 1st place state winners will be
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entered at the national level. An
and knowledge base; commitment
awards ceremony for local winners to modeling the values of Catholic
will be planned for late May or
educational leadership; outstanding
early June 2021. Please feel free to oral and written communication
leave a voice message at 717-390skills; demonstrated achievement
9035 if you have any questions.
in cross-functional or matrix
structured organizational models;
Job Openings
PA Administrators’ Certificate
(or in process); and Catechetical
Holy Trinity Catholic School
Certification (or in process) and
in York is seeking a full time
a minimum 5 years of teaching
th
educator to teach 4 grade
experience. Full job description
students in person and virtually.
available at www.hbgdiocese.org/
The candidate should possess the
employment . Send résumé and
necessary skills and traits to create letter of interest to Dan Breen,
a nurturing environment focused on Diocese of Harrisburg, 4800 Union
academic, spiritual and emotional
Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA
growth of each child. Interested
17111, or dbreen@hbgdiocese.org.
candidates should send a cover
Schools in the Diocese of
letter and résumé to Mrs. Kathleen Harrisburg are currently looking
Smith at ksmith@htcsyork.org. The for educators, specifically
Diocese of Harrisburg Professional long term substitutes that are ready
Employment Application and
to join our team in the Harrisburg
required background clearances
area. Teachers in all grades and
may be found at the following
all subject areas are needed.
links: https://www.hbgdiocese.
Certification is preferred but not
org/catholic-schools/employmentrequired. Catholic Schools in the
applications/
Diocese of Harrisburg provide
https://www.hbgdiocese.
safe, joyful school environments
org/safeyouth/backgroundthat follow current scientific best
certificates-and-youth-protectionpractices on schooling during a
requirements/#adult-employeepandemic. For more information or
protection-requirements.
to find a school location near you,
Catholic Harvest Food
click on https://www.hbgdiocese.
Pantry in York is seeking an
org/find-catholic-school/. Send
Executive Director to lead the
your résumé and letter of interest
organization. Send an e-mail to
to either the location near you or to
CHFPEDsearch@gmail.com if you Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.ORG.
are interested in the position. A
You may also call the Harrisburg
comprehensive job profile will then Diocese Department of Catholic
be forwarded to you for this fullSchools for more information at
time position.
717-657-4804 ext. 222.
Delone Catholic High School
York Catholic High School
in McSherrystown is seeking a
is seeking an attendance officer
principal. Minimum requirements: and substitute teachers for the
5+ years’ experience as a high
2020-2021 school year. Qualified
school principal or vice principal;
candidates should demonstrate an
thorough understanding of Catholic
school philosophy both in practice
More NOTEBOOK, page 20
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our Catholic identity. Music classes
NOTEBOOK, continued from 19 17331, or e-mail Mr. Terrance
Golden, Principal, at tgolden@
are a standard in our PreK – 8th
sjshanoverpa.org.
grade programs. We believe that
understanding of the importance
every child can enjoy and benefit
their position plays in all aspects of
St. Leo the Great School
from creating, performing and/
a student’s developmental progress. in Rohrerstown is seeking a
or listening to music. Candidates
Candidates must also be individuals full-time, middle school Social
must have the ability to teach the
rooted in faith, willing to support
Studies teacher to begin Dec.
history of music, how to read and
Gospel values, and willing to
1,, 2020. Candidates must have a
write music, understand beats and
inspire students through their word history of academic excellence,
harmonies, as well as directing
and example to accept and live
positive attitude, teamwork
our annual school musical.
these values and teaching. The
skills, and devotion to our
Candidate will need to submit
attendance officer is a part-time,
Catholic identity. Teachers will
current background clearances
10-month position. Duties include
be responsible for developing
and an active Pennsylvania
attendance and discipline database
rigorous lesson plans, design
certification in music education
management and main office
and develop digital-age learning
is desirable. Qualified candidates
support. Requirements: high school experiences and assessments
should complete and submit
diploma, strong interpersonal,
daily, grade book management
to the Diocese of Harrisburg a
computer, and organizational
and assessments. A balanced
teacher application at https://www.
skills, state and federal clearances.
program of direct instruction and
hbgdiocese.org/catholic-schools/
Substitute teachers are daily as
sustained seatwork should offset
employment-applications/ and
needed throughout the school year. extended periods of exploration
contact Mrs. Christine McLean,
Requirements: bachelor degree,
and innovative hands-on lessons.
Principal, at 717-392-2441, ext. 3,
state and federal clearances.
Familiarity with Chromebooks,
or principal@stleoschool.org.
Preferred qualifications: education
Google Education and its suite
St. Joseph School in
degree, certification, and teaching
of applications is desirable.  Our
Mechanicsburg
is in need of
experience in the classroom.
teachers collaborate in team
instructional aides for the 2020Please send résumé, Diocese of
meetings to ensure best practices
2021 school year. Candidates are
Harrisburg Application (see www.
and student growth. Candidate
expected to uphold the values of
yorkcatholic.org), a copy of state
will need to submit current
the Catholic Church and St. Joseph
and federal clearances, and letter of background clearances and an
School. Qualified candidates
interest to Mrs. Sheila Gick, Office active Pennsylvania certification
must possess at minimum a high
Manager, York Catholic High
for Social Studies Grades 4-8 or
school diploma and some onSchool, 601 East Springettsbury
similar certification like Citizen
the-job training, preferably an
Avenue, York, PA 17403, or
education. Qualified candidates
associate’s degree or bachelor’s
sgick@yorkcatholic.org.
should complete and submit
degree in education or a related
to the Diocese of Harrisburg a
St. Joseph School in Hanover
field. Candidates must be at least
teacher application at https://
is seeking substitute teachers
21 years of age and will need to
www.hbgdiocese.org/catholicon an as-needed basis for the
schools/employment-applications/. complete all Diocesan clearances.
2020-2021 school year. The
If interested, please contact Mrs.
Interested candidates should also
minimum academic requirement
Bamberger at rbamberger@
contact Mrs. Christine McLean,
for a substitute is a baccalaureate
stjoesmech.org.
Principal, at 717-394-1742, ext. 3,
degree. The minimum age
or principal@stleoschool.org.
requirement is 21 years. State
St. Leo the Great School in
teaching certification is preferred,
Rohrerstown is seeking a partbut not required. If interested,
time Music Teacher. Candidates
please send a cover letter, résumé,
must have a history of academic
transcripts, and pastor letter to
excellence, positive attitude,
St. Joseph Catholic School, 5125
teamwork skills and a devotion to
Grandview Road, Hanover, PA

