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Red Mass Calls Public Servants to ‘Be Authentic Witnesses’

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

The banner of the St. Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania is seen at the start of the Diocese
annual Red Mass, left, for which Bishop Michael Burbidge of Arlington, right, served as guest homilist.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Serving as guest homilist for
the Diocese’s annual Red Mass,
Bishop Michael Burbidge of the
Diocese of Arlington called upon
judges, attorneys, legislators
and other public servants to “be
authentic witnesses of truth and
freedom, peace and justice.”
“We have to acknowledge
that the peace and justice
for which we along are sadly
threatened today. So what do
we do? How do we respond?
Jesus tells us: Listen to the
Word of God, follow it, allow it

to reign in your hearts,” Bishop
Burbidge said during the Mass,
celebrated Oct. 12 at St. Patrick
Cathedral in Harrisburg.
Visiting bishops traditionally
serve as homilists for the Red
Mass, an annual liturgy that
usually takes place as the U.S.
Supreme Court begins its new
session. The Mass invokes
the wisdom of the Holy Spirit
on behalf of judges, attorneys,
legislators and all who are
involved in public service.
The liturgy is named for the
color of the vestments worn to
symbolize the Holy Spirit.

Several dozen congregants
– wearing masks and following
social-distancing guidelines –
attended the liturgy, including
local legislators and judges,
members of the bar, and
those involved in the legal
profession. The Mass was also
livestreamed via the Diocese’s
YouTube channel in light of the
pandemic
“Imagine the darkness
and the evils that would be
eradicated if we truly listened to
More RED MASS
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poor and the weak
and the vulnerable, to
rid our communities
of racism and
discrimination and
violence,” he said.
“We need these gifts
to protect religious
liberty and freedom
of conscience, and
to take care of God’s
creation, our common
home.”
“By your example
and integrity of life,
bring the presence of
Christ into the public
arena,” he urged the
congregation. “Be
authentic witnesses
Guest homilist Bishop Michael Burbidge of the Diocese of Arlington, is seen
of his saving work in
as Bishop Ronald Gainer incenses the altar at the start of Mass.
the world.”
During the Mass,
RED MASS
created equal, that they reject it. Some get tired
Bishop Ronald Gainer
continued from 1
are endowed by their
of proclaiming it.”
offered a special
Creator with certain
Bishop Burbidge told
the Word of God and
blessing for the
unalienable
Rights,
that
the
congregation
that
followed it; the Word
members of the legal
among these are Life,
the gifts of wisdom,
of God that tells us
community, that “the
Liberty and the Pursuit understanding, counsel
that on every human
Holy Spirit would bless,
and strength are
heart is written Natural of Happiness.’”
inspire and direct” them
“Life and liberty are
necessary to defend
Law, from which all
in their roles, and that
not
given
to
us
by
a
the
sacredness
of
other laws must flow,”
God would bestow
human person or a
human life in all its
Bishop Burbidge said.
counsel and fortitude
stages and to uphold
“Imagine the blessings human institution,”
upon them.
the dignity of human
that would be ours if we the bishop remarked.
The Red Mass is
“They come from the
beings.
embraced the wisdom
hand of God.… Some
“We need these gifts
More RED MASS
of our forefathers,
forget
this.
Sadly,
some
to
bring
justice
to
the
page 3
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RED MASS, continued from 2
sponsored each year by The St. Thomas More
Society of Central Pennsylvania. It works to
promote the spiritual and intellection wellbeing
of its members and to acquaint them with the life
and ideals of St. Thomas More, a devout Catholic
lawyer who was beheaded by the order of King
Henry VIII for refusing to sign the king’s Act of
Supremacy and Act of Succession.
In remarks at the conclusion of the Mass, the
society’s president, Joseph Cardinale, Esq.,
said the liturgy was a much-needed spiritual
opportunity in the midst of a contentious election
season.
“In this highly
politicized season, I
am glad that we are
able to still attend the
Red Mass in person
this year, despite the
ongoing pandemic. The
constant campaigning
and endless political
discourse that we have
prior to elections I’m
sure wears on all of you
as I know it does to me,”
he said.
“The Red Mass
serves as a welcome
reminder that all of us
in the legal profession

October 15, 2020 • The Catholic WITNESS- 3
and government share a common goal, which is
to do what is right for the people we serve and
uphold justice. No matter our political affiliation,
we all have the same duty, which is to ensure that
justice is administered with fidelity,” Cardinale
said.
In seeking to pray for and promote religious
freedom, the St. Thomas More Society holds
days of reflection, an annual dinner meeting
and a Mass on St. Thomas More’s feast day
in June. For more information on the society
and to request membership, visit www.
saintthomasmoresociety.com.

Bishop Ronald Gainer bestows
a blessing upon the members of
the St. Thomas More Society.

IN HONOR OF THE BEATIFICATION OF OUR FOUNDER
FATHER MICHAEL J MCGIVNEY ON OCTOBER 31, 2020,
THE PA STATE COUNCIL OF THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS IS OFFERING FREE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
BETWEEN OCTOBER 6—DECEMBER 31, 2020.

VISIT www.kofc.org/join
ENTER PROMO CODE: MCGIVNEY2020
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Beatification of Carlo Acutis:
The First Millennial to be Declared Blessed
By Courtney Mares
Catholic News Agency
With the beatification of Carlo
Acutis in Assisi on Oct. 10,
the Catholic Church now has
its first “Blessed” who loved
Super Mario and Pokémon, but
not as much as he loved the
Real Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist.
“To be always united with
Jesus, this is my life program,”
Carlo Acutis wrote at the age of
seven.
The young Italian computer
whiz, who died of leukemia
at 15 offering his suffering for
the pope and the Church, was
beatified Oct. 10 in a Mass at
the Basilica of St. Francis of
Assisi.
Born in 1991, Acutis is the
first millennial to be beatified
by the Catholic Church. The
teen who had an aptitude
for computer programming
is now one step away from
canonization.
“Since he was a child … he
had his gaze turned to Jesus.
Love for the Eucharist was
the foundation that kept alive
his relationship with God. He
often said ‘The Eucharist is my
highway to heaven,” Cardinal
Agostino Vallini said in his
homily for the beatification.
“Carlo felt a strong need
to help people discover that
God is close to us and that it is
beautiful to be with him to enjoy
his friendship and his grace,”
Cardinal Vallini said.
During the beatification Mass,
Acutis’ parents processed
behind a relic of their son’s

Carlo Acutis is the first millennial to be beatified.
Credit: www.carloacutis.com
heart which was placed near
the altar. An apostolic letter from
Pope Francis was read aloud
in which the pope declared
that Carlo Acutis’ feast will take
place each year on Oct. 12, the
anniversary of his death in Milan
in 2006.
Masked pilgrims spread
out in front of the Basilica of
St. Francis and throughout
the different piazzas in Assisi
to watch the Mass on large
screens as only a limited
number of people were allowed
inside.
Acutis’ beatification drew
an estimated 3,000 people to
Assisi, including people who
personally knew him and many
other young people inspired by
his witness.
Mattia Pastorelli, 28, was
a childhood friend of Acutis,
who first met him when they
were both around the age of
five. He remembers playing
video games, including Halo,

with Carlo. Acutis’ mother also
told CNA that Super Mario
and Pokémon were Carlo’s
favorites.
“Having a friend who is about
to become a saint is a very
strange emotion,” Pastorelli told
CNA. “I knew he was different
from others, but now I realize
just how special he was.”
“I watched him while he was
programming websites … He
was truly an incredible talent,”
he added.
In his homily, Cardinal Vallini,
the pontifical legate for the
Basilica of St. Francis, hailed
Acutis as a model of how young
people can use technology
at the service of the Gospel
to “reach as many people as
possible and help them know
the beauty of friendship with the
Lord.”
For Carlo, Jesus was “the
More BEATIFICATION
page 5
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Acutis, located
BEATIFICATION
continued from 4
in Assisi’s
Sanctuary of the
strength of his life
Spoliation in the
and the purpose
Church of St.
of everything he
Mary Major. The
did,” the cardinal
church extended
said.
its hours until
“He was
midnight
convinced that
throughout the
to love people
beatification
and do them
weekend to
good you need to
allow as many
draw energy from
people as
the Lord. In this
possible to
spirit he was very
venerate Acutis,
DANIEL IBANEZ/CNA
devoted to Our
with the social
Lady,” he added.
An image of Carlo Acutis was unveiled at his beatification distancing
“His ardent
Mass in Assisi, Italy Oct. 10. Credit: Daniel Ibanez/CNA. measures in
desire was also
place to prevent
that of attracting as many people to Jesus,
the spread of the coronavirus.
making himself herald of the Gospel above all
Father Boniface Lopez, a Franciscan Capuchin
with the example of life.”
based at the church, told CNA that he noted
At a young age, Acutis taught himself how
many people who visited Acutis’ tomb also took
to program and went on to create websites
advantage of the opportunity to go to confession,
cataloguing the world’s Eucharistic miracles and
which is being offered in many languages
Marian apparitions.
throughout the 17 days when Acutis’ body is
“The Church rejoices, because in this very
visible for venation.
young Blessed the Lord’s words are fulfilled: ‘I
“Many people are coming to see Carlo to ask
have chosen you and appointed you to go and
for his blessing … also many young people; they
bear much fruit.’ And Carlo ‘went’ and brought the come for confessions, they come because they
fruit of holiness, showing it as a goal reachable
want to change their lives and they want to come
by all and not as something abstract and
near God and really experience God,” Father
reserved for a few,” the cardinal said.
Lopez said.
“He was an ordinary boy, simple, spontaneous,
At a youth vigil the evening before the
likeable … he loved nature and animals, he
beatification, pilgrims gathered outside of the
played football, he had many friends of his age,
Assisi’s Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels while
he was attracted by modern means of social
priests heard confessions inside.
communication, passionate about computer
Churches throughout Assisi also offered
science and, self-taught, he built websites to
additional hours of Eucharistic Adoration to mark
transmit the Gospel, to communicate values and
Acutis’ beatification.
beauty,” he said.
Father Lopez said that he had also
Assisi is celebrating the beatification of Carlo
encountered many religious sisters and priests
Acutis with more than two weeks of liturgies and
coming on pilgrimage to see Actutis. “Religious
events Oct. 1-17. During this time images of a
come here to ask his blessing to help them to
young Acutis standing with a giant monstrance
cultivate a greater love for the Eucharist.”
containing the Eucharist can be seen in front of
As Acutis once said: “When we face the sun
churches all around the city of St. Francis and St. we get a tan ... but when we stand before Jesus
Clare.
in the Eucharist we become saints.”
People stood in line to pray before the tomb of
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Who was Carlo Acutis?
By JD Flynn
Catholic News Agency

Carlo Acutis was born May 3, 1991, in London,
where his parents were working. Just a few
months later, his parents, Andrea Acutis and
Antonia Salzano, moved to Milan.
As a teenager, Carlo was diagnosed with
leukemia. He offered his sufferings for Pope
Benedict XVI and for the Church, saying “I offer
all the suffering I will have to suffer for the Lord,
for the Pope, and the Church.”
He died on Oct. 12, 2006, and was buried in
Assisi, at his request, because of his love for St.
Francis of Assisi.
His cause for canonization began in 2013.
He was designated “Venerable” in 2018, and
designated “Blessed” October 10.
So, he was pretty holy, huh?
From a young age, Carlo seemed to have a
special love for God, even though his parents
weren’t especially devout. His mom said that
before Carlo, she went to Mass only for her First
Communion, her Confirmation, and her wedding.
But as a young child, Carlo loved to pray the
Rosary. After he made his First Communion, he
went to Mass as often as he could, and he made
Holy Hours before or after Mass. He went to
Confession weekly.
He asked his parents to take him on
pilgrimages — to the places of the saints, and to
the sites of Eucharistic miracles.
There was fruit of Carlos’ devotion in his life.
His witness of faith led to a deep conversion
in his mom, because, according to the priest
promoting his cause for sainthood, he “managed
to drag his relatives, his parents to Mass every
day. It was not the other way around; it was not
his parents bringing the little boy to Mass, but it
was he who managed to get himself to Mass and
to convince others to receive Communion daily.”
He was known for defending kids at school
who got picked on, especially disabled kids.
When a friend’s parents were getting a divorce,
Carlo made a special effort to include his friend in
the Acutis family life.
He promoted Eucharistic miracles, especially
through a website he built to promote them.
On the site, he told people that “the more
often we receive the Eucharist, the more we will

become like Jesus, so that on this earth we will
have a foretaste of heaven.”
When Carlo got sick, his life of faith increased.
He was intentional about offering up his suffering
for the Church, the pope, and for people who
were suffering with illness.
And he was a gamer?
Here’s what we know: Carlo loved playing
video games. His console of choice was a
Playstation, or possibly a PS2, which was
released in 2000, when Carlo was nine. We know
he only allowed himself to play games for an hour
a week, as a penance and a spiritual discipline,
but he wanted to play much more.
Here’s what we don’t know: What games he
liked to play. Tony Hawk Pro Skater 2? Gran
Turismo 3? His mom says he enjoyed Pokemon
and Super Mario.
Carlo also apparently liked sports and the
outdoors. But, well, a lot of saints liked soccer.
How many liked playing Kingdom Hearts? (or
whatever game he liked to play.)
And was his body incorrupt?
Initially, there were reports that the body of
Carlo Acutis was found to be incorrupt.
A spokeswoman for Acutis’ beatification told CNA
that the entire body was present when it was
exhumed, but “not incorrupt.”
He will, however, lie in repose in a glass tomb
where he can be venerated by pilgrims until Oct.
17. He is displayed in jeans and a pair of Nikes,
the casual clothes he preferred in life.
His family had wanted to donate his organs
when he died, but were unable to do so because
of the leukemia.

The body of Carlo Acutis lies in repose in a
glass tomb for veneration until Oct. 17.
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U.S. Education Assistant Secretary Visits Lancaster Catholic
to See School’s Response to Pandemic

By Kevin Carver
Superintendent
Special to The
Daniel Breen,
Witness
present for the
Lancaster
visit and the
Catholic High
round table
School hosted
discussion,
United States
lauded the
Department
school’s response
of Education
to the pandemic.
Assistant Secretary
“I feel that
Frank Brogan
Assistant
Oct. 8 for a brief
Secretary
look at how the
Brogan’s visit to
administration
LCHS is a real
opened the school
compliment to
COURTESY
OF
LANCASTER
CATHOLIC
safely amid the
the school for
Lancaster
Catholic
High
School
President
Tim
Hamer,
Coronavirus
the thoughtful,
Assistant Secretary Frank Brogan and Diocesan Secretary prayerful manner
pandemic.
for Education Dan Breen meet during Secretary Brogan’s in which they
Brogan selected
visit to the high school. handled the
Lancaster Catholic
as a school to visit
reopening
due to its response to the pandemic, by opening process,” Breen said. “Lancaster Catholic is
safely to all students five days a week, through
a great exemplar of the outstanding work our
numerous safety precautions.
36 Catholic schools did in order to open for in“We looked at what sorts of protocols have
person instruction in August. In following the
been put in place to make sure that everyone
science, CDC guidelines and state mandates,
can come back to school safely,” Brogan said.
LCHS has provided a safe environment for
“We looked at what a very historic institution
students and all staff.”
has be doing to continue to change and evolve
“I was particularly impressed with their forwardwith the times in terms of teaching and learning, thinking use of technology in the classroom and
but also in regards to the reopening during the
out (e.g., thermal image scanners) and their
pandemic. It became a very easy choice that
ability to marshal resources, such as receiving
Lancaster Catholic was the school to come
support from two physicians and a nurse and
visit.”
employing a contact tracer,” Breen added.
Lancaster Catholic High School President
The brief hour-and-a-half visit concluded with
Tim Hamer, along with Principal Terry Klugh
a short tour of the building. Brogan was able to
and Vice Principal Adrienne Howe, detailed for
witness the state-of-the-art thermal scanners
Brogan and his associates the steps that were
used at each entrance of the building as well
taken to reopen the building. Also present was
as classrooms that are equipped with the new
the entire LCHS Pandemic Team, consisting
technology to stream classes to those who
of the school nurse, facilities manager,
chose to learn virtually this year.
athletic director and the new COVID response
(Kevin Carver is the Director of Strategic
coordinator who is in charge of contact tracing
Communications at Lancaster Catholic. Photos
in the building. Four members of the student
courtesy of Lancaster Catholic.)
body were also involved in a round table
discussion with the delegation.
Diocesan Secretary for Education and
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Catholic Conference Working to Support Bill for
$1,000 Stimulus for Students to Attend School of Choice
By Al Gnoza
Special to The Witness
The Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
continued its efforts to work for funding for
parents of school-age children, going before the
Senate Education Committee on Oct. 5. The
PCC was joined by others taking up the fight for
school choice in Pennsylvania.
The hearing was called to discuss Senate
Bill 1230 by Senator Judy Ward. The bill
references the “Back on Track Education
Scholarship Account Program,” which would
make a $1,000 per-student stimulus available to
eligible families to help them afford educational
expenses.
The PCC and other groups support the
measure, which also has opponents. The chair
of the Education Committee, Sen. Wayne
Langerholc (R-Bedford, Cambria, Clearfield)
commented at the beginning of the hearing that
this bill has already received “swift and very
vocal support, as well as opposition.”
At the hearing, Rich Askey, the President of
the Pennsylvania Education Association, joined
other officials connected with public schools
across the state in opposition to SB 1230,
calling it a wall between public and nonpublic
schools and a measure that does not provide
accountability for nonpublic schools.
There was at least some pushback from
the senators on those standing against the
measure.
“Whether you like this bill, or don’t like
the bill, what is happening in our schools
is a problem,” said Sen. Andy Dinniman
(D-Chester). Dinniman has long supported
providing for quality education for all students.
“We have to come together to solve this
problem and we have to stop the educational
wars that go on.”
Sen. Ryan Aument (R-Lancaster) said he
supports Sen. Ward’s approach and that it’s
important to get all the groups working together.
“I think the way to build bridges is by
focusing on a student-centered approach,” Sen.

Aument said. “Focusing on the best interests of
students, first and foremost, and not in what is
in the best interests of institutions.”
Representatives from the Commonwealth
Foundation were on hand to present their
testimony in support of Sen. Ward’s bill, with
Colleen Hroncich saying the only people that
really know what’s best for the kids is their
parents.
Sean McAleer, Director of Education for
the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, noted
how very often the nonpublic schools are not
included in discussions about funding. McAleer
also detailed the constant work that he and his
colleagues do to try to maintain the services
mandated by the state, including nursing and
busing. He also related how Catholic schools
were prevented from getting their fair share
of the federal CARES Act funding that was
awarded this past summer.
“They were supposed to distribute a
proportionate share,” he said. “But the state –
from day one – decided to do something else
and use another formula for funding,” he said.
McAleer also pointed out that Catholic
schools serve a large portion of low-income
students and a large portion of non-Catholic
students.
Sen. Dinniman asked McAleer how Catholic
schools were able to make a smooth transition
from in-person learning to virtual learning last
March, when so many public schools were
unable to do so. McAleer said the credit goes
to the bishops, teachers and the administrators
who were determined to make things work.
SB 1230 remains in the Senate Education
Committee. The next step would be a call for a
vote in the committee.
Stay connected to news and updates from
the PCC at www.pacatholic.org.
(Al Gnoza is the Communications Director of
the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference.)
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World Mission Sunday Commentary: A Solomon’s Choice
By Maureen
Crowley Hill
Special
to The
Witness
Throughout
the many
(Arch)
diocesan
mission
offices
around the
world, we
often refer to
ourselves as
One Family
in Mission.
We feel
strongly that,
united by
a common
faith and desire to see that faith grow worldwide,
we share a bond as deep as family. Whether
collaborating on mission education materials or
working to overcome a workday problem, there
is always someone to turn to for encouragement
and support.
The idea of family not always being from blood
ties is evident to me when I travel to the missions.
In Sri Lanka, I met missionary Sisters who had
become mothers to many young girls who had no
one to care for them. Though called orphanages,
these homes and schools are not what we would
think of as a home for children with no parents.
Many of the children that I met – mostly girls
– had families. Some had been removed from
their home because of abuse or neglect, but most
had come to live with the Sisters because their
parents, due to poverty, had to make a Solomon’s
choice: which child should I feed today?
As a mother, it makes me shudder to think
of having to make such a choice. The reality is,
we must only look at the nightly news, or daily
headlines to find places where parents and
their children are not as lucky as the ones in Sri
Lanka, whose care comes from missionaries.

Famine
and food
insecurity
have
become a
way of life
for millions
in our world.
According
to recent UN
statistics,
over three
million
Somalis –
more than
a quarter
of that
country’s
population
– are facing
an acute
food crisis.
Even within refugee camps, food is scarce.
In South Sudan, after years of ongoing war
and conflict, over six million citizens face dire
hunger or starvation. This number is expected to
rise.
Thanks to the missionary Sisters I met in Sri
Lanka, the girls left in their care not only had their
daily bread ensured but also a regular education
and a roof over their heads. They also were
secure in the knowledge that, as part of God’s
family, they were loved. Many of the girls spoke
of their blood families with gratitude – they knew
it was a sacrifice for their parents to leave them
with “strangers.” For most, a life-saving sacrifice.
Every day, missionaries reach out to the most
marginalized – the hungry, the destitute, and the
hopeless of our world.
With your prayerful and generous help,
they have the opportunity to prevent an everincreasing number of parents from having to
make their own Solomon’s Choice.
(Maureen Crowley Heil is Director of Programs
and Development for the Pontifical Mission Societies,
Boston. This article appeared in the Sept. 4, 2020,
edition of The Boston Pilot and is used here with
permission.)

Meet the
Diocese’s
New Deacons
Deacon Thomas Hewitt
Wife: Susan Hewitt
Home Parish: St. Theresa,
New Cumberland
Parish Assignment: St.
Theresa, New Cumberland
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a Deacon?

I have been blessed to live in the same parish
since I was five years old. During all that time, I
have been actively involved in many ministries.
As my wife and I raised five children, we had so
many great experiences of the community that
is the Church. Still, I felt as though there was
something more that could be done to serve this
community. When my wife heard about a new
class of permanent deacons, we both felt this was
the direction I was intended to go.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
I look forward to using my personal experience
Deacon James Koch
Wife: Paula Koch
Home Parish: St. Patrick,
York
Parish Assignment: St.
Patrick, York

What drew you to serve the Diocese as a Deacon?

Prior to the article in The Catholic Witness
over five years ago, my knowledge of the role of
the permanent deacon was scarce. I read it and
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Over the course of the next several weeks,
The Catholic Witness will introduce readers
to the Diocese’s 35 new permanent deacons,
with photos, biographical information, and
their thoughts on serving the Church.

of the workplace and family life, combined with my
intellectual and spiritual formation, to serve those
to whom I minister. I would have to say I look
forward to accompaniment. Just being with those
who need to feel the love of Christ so that they
know there is someone who cares and is there to
help.
What is/was your profession prior to
ordination?
I am currently the Director of Facilities for
the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance
Agency in Harrisburg.
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
Immensely. As a lifelong Catholic, I considered
myself fairly strong in the knowledge of our faith.
The intellectual formation introduced me to the
depth and beauty of the faith which I had failed
to grasp, while the spiritual formation taught me
what it really means to open one’s heart to the will
of God and listen. My wife and I both benefited
greatly and have a much fuller spiritual life
together because of formation.

discerned if this was God’s calling for me, and
asked the Lord for guidance. After confirmation
from my wife – that she thought I would be a good
fit for the program – I submitted my application.
The deacon’s unique role of working behind the
scenes in the parish to care for God’s people, as
well as the promise of total loyalty to the bishop,
reminded me how special the deacon is in the
Church’s eyes.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
While the deacon is visible in a parish when
he is on the altar, I am really looking forward to
getting out into the community and being able
continued on page 11
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continued from page 10
to reach people where they are, physically and
spiritually. From communion calls to hospital visits
to the welcoming of a newly registered family, I
look forward to venturing outside the four walls of
the church.
What is/was your profession prior to
ordination?
I currently run Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen
in York. My wife started the soup kitchen back in
1983 with the support of Msgr. Thomas Brenner,
so it has been in the family since its founding. I
took over the daily operations about nine years
ago.
Deacon Walter J.
Kozlowski		
Wife: JoAnn E. Kozlowski
Home Parish: Divine
Redeemer, Mount Carmel
Parish Assignment:
Divine Redeemer, Mount
Carmel
What drew you to serve the Diocese as a Deacon?

I would have to say gratitude to God was my
primary motivation. I have been very blessed. I
had great parents whose example of devotion
helped instill their deep faith in me. I have been
blessed with terrific siblings and their families,
as well as our extended family. Most of all, God
brought my wife JoAnn into my life. We even met
in church. I’ve had great friends, work colleagues
and students. By serving others, I hope to try to
repay God with at least a tiny fraction of what He
has given me.
What aspect of the ministry are you most
looking forward to?
While I eagerly anticipate serving God in the
ministries of the liturgy and the word, I am really
looking forward to serving in the third munera of
the permanent diaconate – charity. One area of
charity that has appealed to me from the start
is serving those in long-term care facilities, who
often suffer as much from loneliness as from
health issues. However, as a teacher I have

How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
My daily prayer life has increased significantly.
Gathering in community with my brother
candidates became so special to me. I have come
to appreciate and understand the importance of
the faithful gathering together to say the Office
and other prayers. My morning and evening
routine has become so important to me; it helps
me center my day before it begins and to give
thanks as it is ending. I strive to never forget and
to acknowledge all God gives me every day.

seen the devastating effects of addiction on my
students and former students. That is another
area in which I pray to be of some help.
What is/was your profession prior to
ordination?
That requires a two-part answer. For 22 years,
I worked as a newspaper reporter and assistant
editor. I still write a weekly humor column and
occasional spiritual column. In 1999, I returned
to college a few decades after graduation to
become a teacher. I am beginning my 21st year
at the school, teaching ninth-grade and eighthgrade English. I have been blessed to have had
a wide variety of young people as students for
the past two decades. They give me a fresh
perspective on life.
How has the formation program helped you
grow spiritually?
It’s impossible to measure how much formation
has helped me to grow spiritually. My brother
candidates and I have been blessed with
terrific leaders – Fathers Paul Schenck and
Neil Sullivan, Sister Geralyn Schmidt and Msgr.
William King. We have benefited from the selfless
gifts of time and experience by deacons, their
wives and many others. I have grown spiritually
just by associating with a terrific group of brothers
in faith, who inspire me with their spirituality and
service. The formation program has brought me
even closer to my wife. Figuratively, we’ve always
shared a heart. Now we share a soul.
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Hometown: Strasburg, Pa.
Education: St. Anthony of Padua School
in Lancaster; Lancaster Catholic High
School; Shippensburg University;
Millersville University; St. Vincent
Seminary in Latrobe, Pa.
Current Assignment: Catholic Campus
Minister at Bucknell University, Lewisburg
Tell me about your childhood.
I grew up in Strasburg, in
southern Lancaster County.
I went to kindergarten at the
public elementary school, and
the rest of it was Catholic school:
St. Anthony’s, which is now
Resurrection, for eight years and
Lancaster Catholic for four years.
I’m one of five. I have a
brother who is a year older than
I am, and three younger sisters.
My parents, their kin is all in
Kentucky. In moving up here, we
pretty much had our family and
friends; we didn’t have a lot of
extended relatives who were all
down in Kentucky. My dad left
Kentucky for a one-year position
at the VA Medical Center in
Coatesville, and then 30 years
later we’re still here.
My older brother, my three
younger sisters and I went to
St. Anthony’s School. It was
the closest Catholic school and
my parents really wanted us to
go to Catholic school. Then I
went to Lancaster Catholic and
graduated in 1991.
When did you first hear the
call to become a priest?

As far as growing up, as early
as I can remember I’ve always
wanted to be a priest. We had the
Redemptorists at our parish. At St.
Anthony’s, Father Geiger came
to the school regularly. He would
come over some afternoons
just for teaching. He used toys
and some great, imaginative
mechanisms. I remember often
seeing him dressed in overalls
and doing church maintenance,
which is what I wear most
of the time and try to do the
maintenance on the house.
We had the priests in our
school. At Lancaster Catholic, we
had priests, and they were in the
classrooms too and were very
active.
I remember getting up
very early in the morning and
celebrating Mass for my stuffed
animals when I was a kid. That
early in my life, I wanted to be a
priest. My parents never doubted
that I was going to be a priest.
I felt bad to a certain extent
because, in the seminary a lot
of guys were discerning whether
they should be a priest or not. But
I knew it. I didn’t doubt it. What I
was discerning was, if I would be

able to do it and if I was good
enough to do it.
I went to a retreat in eighth
grade with the Redemptorists.
At that time, the order was
taking you out of eighth grade
and you’d go to a seminary
high school. I did a retreat
with them and at the end,
I was ready to go in. I told
my mom, “I’m ready to go,
to commit to this.” She said,
“No, you go to high school
first.” I appreciated that, so I
went to high school and was
interested in science. I went
on to Shippensburg University
to get a degree in science.
Talk about the
Redemptorists’ influence in
your life.
The Redemptorists were
the only priestly influence I
had growing up, except for
Father Coyne and those at
Lancaster Catholic. They
were just very devout. I got
a release from homeroom
in junior high so that I could
serve morning Mass. I was a
regular there, the parishioners
all knew me.
When it came time to
discern the priesthood, by
that time I was a teacher
at St. Leo’s in Rohrerstown
and Father Sullivan was
a priest there, a Diocesan
priest. In speaking with him
about Diocesan priesthood,
and meeting with the
Vocation Director with the
Redemptorists, when you are
ordained a Redemptorist, one
of the first things they do is
send you to Brazil, because
More THE CALLED,
page 13
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they’re missionaries. At that
time, I was teaching and my
sister started having babies and
I wanted to be around family.
I investigated the Diocesan
priesthood and Father Rozman
was the Vocation Director at
the time. But I went back again
and talked to Father Geiger.
“Should I go into the seminary?
Should I keep teaching? I can
still be a faithful person and not
be a priest.” Father Geiger said,
“You’ve done this since you
were a little kid. At least give
it a shot. Go in for year, and if
you hate it, then you don’t have
to worry about it for the rest of
your life. But if you love it, then
you’re where you need to be.”
I remember going before
the Seminary Review Board
and Bishop Dattilo said,
“Where would you like to go
to seminary?” I said Mount St.
Mary’s because it was close to
home, and he sent me to St.
Vincent’s in Latrobe. And you
know, St. Vincent was the best
place in the world. I loved it. The
priests there are Benedictine,
which is reminiscent of the
Redemptorists. I spent five
years at St. Vincent, and it was
just a great experience for me.

teach middle school, because
it just takes a different person
to be able to do that, but I fell in
love with it. In fact, many of the
students still keep in touch with
me.
I was teaching at St. Leo’s
and while I was going through
the process of seminary
application, I didn’t tell anyone.
I didn’t even tell my parents,
because I didn’t want pressure
from any end. I think it was
finally in April that I told my
parents and then I told the
principal because she was
renewing contracts for the next
year. Once I was sure and I
signed on the dotted line, I
started telling more people
about it. My mom, until the day
I was ordained, kept saying,
“That door swings both ways;
remember that. You don’t have
to stay in for us or for anyone
else.” I appreciated that.
Both my parents were very
supportive, and any priest will
tell you that priests’ parents are
different, they’re going to tell
you how to be a priest based on
what their experience is.

When were you ordained?
In March of 2005, before we
were ordained, Bishop Dattilo
died. In sede vacante, we had
Bishop Winter, the Auxiliary
from Pittsburgh, ordain us.
How long were you teaching What a great man. I would go
before you went into the
back to St. Vincent for Priests
seminary?
Day, which is when all the
I had to get certified to teach
priests who have graduated
because I was pre-med at
come back for a cookout and
Shippensburg. I got certified to
Mass. Bishop Winter was there
teach after a year and a half at
and I approached him, and he
Millersville, and then I taught at
knew my name. He only met us
Pequea Valley for a little bit and that one time at ordination. He
then middle school for two years called us into the parlor of the
at St. Leo’s. I thought I’d never
rectory at the Cathedral before

he ordained us, and talked
to us a little bit. He was very
personable, very gracious. I was
ordained a deacon by Bishop
Dattilo and then ordained a
priest by Bishop Winter.
Talk about your assignments
as a priest in the Diocese.
My first assignment was to
Good Shepherd in Camp Hill.
They would often say in the
seminary, and you never realize
how it comes down, but your
first pastor has a huge influence
on some of your mannerisms.
Father Helwig was an excellent
cook. Every two weeks, we
would have a bunch of priests
come. I would entertain them
while he cooked the meal, and
then as soon as the meal was
ready – I’m one of five kids,
so I eat fast! – I’d go start the
dishes and he’d entertain. It
really impacted me in that every
Saturday night, I have dinner
with the four local priests here.
Then I was at Seven Sorrows
in Middletown for a year,
before I was made pastor at St.
Benedict the Abbot in Lebanon
and chaplain at Lebanon
Catholic. Three years after that,
Bishop McFadden came to the
Diocese. At the Chrism Mass,
he trapped me in the basement.
If you’ve ever watched Mutual
of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom,
when the lion comes in on
one impala, the rest of them
scatter (laughing). We were in
the basement of the Cathedral,
Bishop McFadden makes a bee
line for me and all of the guys
get away. He said, “I’m making
you pastor of St. Joan of Arc in
More THE CALLED,
page 14
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a week on a homily? If you
continued from 13
saw a pie chart which showed
Hershey.” I said, “I’m too young, Father Danneker said, “What
are
you
thinking?
Do
you
need
the amount of stress, energy,
I don’t have the experience and
more time?” I said, “I think I’ll be time spent on HR, employees,
it’s a big place.” He said, “I’m
making you pastor of St. Joan of ready to come back in January.” properties, people would say,
He said Bucknell would be
“Is this a priest, or a CEO or
Arc in Hershey.”
opening, and I’d never done
manager?”
I was at St. Joan of Arc for
campus
ministry
but
I’d
always
Being in the woods gave
three years, and then Bishop
been a chaplain at a high school me clarity too, because I also
Gainer came in. He said he
somewhere. He threw it out
found how little I really need
needed me to go back to
there and I’d said I’d give it a
to live. You don’t need much.
Lebanon, take St. Benedict’s,
shot. I arrived here in January
You get your food and your
take St. Mary’s, Fatima in
2018
in
the
middle
of
snow.
In
basic necessities and you
Jonestown and Lebanon
January 2021, it will be three
can do pretty well. Making
Catholic. I did all that for three
years.
that transition to Bucknell,
years and then I took a personal
when I got here I had to hire a
leave. I asked for a sabbatical
What is your ministry as
secretary and an assistant, and
and they said, “What do you
Catholic campus minister?
there are parts of that where I
want to learn? Where do you
This campus ministry is the
had to attend meetings within
want to study?” I said, “I don’t
best job I’ve ever had. Not
the university. I arrived to a
want to study anything. I want
because it isn’t difficult, but
flooded basement here. The
to go away and just be alone
it’s everything I’ve ever been
house next door is connected
for a while to reflect and pray.”
trained for. I do have to deal
by an electric conduit. There
So I went to the woods for six
with budgets, and I’ve done
was no one living in that house,
months. I have a little cabin in
probably over $20,000 in
the pipes froze and it flooded
the woods, and I went up there
renovations to the house, paid
right through. After six months
by myself. I would come to
for by Bucknell, because they
going through insurance, we
civilization every now and then
want to provide for the kids.
were able to renovate the whole
to do stuff that I needed to do.
The thing that is draining, if you
downstairs.
I’d meet with Father Danneker,
could imagine that someone
I wanted to create a
the vicar general, once a month, would say, “You’re going to
sanctuary here, similar to what
and appreciated that because
be the pilot of a plane. You’re
I had in the woods. I gutted
Bishop Gainer didn’t talk to me
responsible for the passengers,
most of the yard because it
in that time because – similar to the luggage and the plane, but
was overgrown, so it’s been
my parents – he didn’t want to
we’re not going to show you
a journey. We have a knifeinfluence me either way. Father how to fly a plane, and you
throwing target and tomahawks.
Danneker would talk business
might not even have the desire
That’s something we do at the
for about ten minutes and take
to fly a plane.” When you take
cabin, and the kids here are
off his collar and say, “So how
that out of the equation, you
addicted to it. After a long week
are you doing?”
can do amazing things, we can
of studies, they’ll be throwing
After having that experience,
do what we’re supposed to be
all weekend. It’s relaxing. One
I think every priest should do
doing.
night they were here until 11:00
that. There would have to be
I talked to a Protestant
around the fire while others
parameters, I would expect,
minister once. He said he’s
were inside studying for a
but once you’re up there and
hired for 40 hours a week,
chemistry mid-term exam.
you take so many walks, do so
and 20 hours of that 40 are
This place is a haven for
much wood chopping and so
supposed to be spent on
much work, God says, “Do you
preparing his sermon for
More THE CALLED,
have time for me now?” It was
Sunday. Could you imagine if
page 15
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them, but it’s a blessing and a
curse because I live here. My
rectory is on the second floor.
There are people always in this
house and I’m an introvert by
nature. It can be difficult when
I come down for a bowl of
popcorn and they say, “Where
are you taking the popcorn?
What are you watching?” The
model for this place is that it’s
supposed to be their home
away from home.
It’s a microcosm of a parish.
I can tell you where they all sit
in the chapel. You have those
students who are very involved
and they’re part of the board.
You have those who come to
Mass every Sunday but aren’t
involved. You have those who
come at Christmas and Easter.
It really is an interesting and
diverse community.
What do you try to teach the
college students? What do
you want to pass on to them?
Some of the challenge, I
think about it like the CounterReformation. They’re getting a
message in their classrooms,
and just because you have
Ph.D. behind your name doesn’t
mean you’re a theologian.
Part of what I have to do in
my homily is combat what
they’re being fed by a secular,
humanistic viewpoint. In
February, the university will
have what is normally called
Sex Week, which is supposed
to be “exploration without
judgment.” I use that to talk
about Theology of the Body or
the dangers of pornography.
October and January are

pro-life months, and I preach
pro-life without hesitation.
Sometimes the campus
chaplain, who is far left, will call
me to task and say, “What did
you say this weekend?” All my
homilies are videotaped every
week and posted. Part of the
reason I did that is, amidst the
other chaplains on campus, I
wonder if the parents sending
their children here think their
child is getting the Protestant
homily or the Jewish sermon
they get back home. They
can look online and see what
I’m preaching, and there is
transparency there. I said to the
students several times, “If what
I’m preaching you can’t find
in the Bible or the Catechism,
then you call me on it. I’m not
preaching my own stuff.”
Part of what I want them
to leave here with is that they
can be Catholic without being
a bigot, and yet “If the world
hates you, it hated me first.”
As the students have said
several times, it’s very difficult
to be Catholic on this campus. I
imagine that’s the same at any
campus.
What do you enjoy in your
free time, and to unwind?
My dog has lowered my
blood pressure, I would
imagine. I was never going
to get a dog here. I grew up
with dogs, always had one.
But the kids kept begging me,
and I thought, “I can do it now.
I have time to train her.” I got
her two years ago. Her name is
Penelope. I rescued her from
a Lebanon kennel, and she’s a
good dog. The students respond
well to her. She’s an emotional
support for them and she loves

adventure. She is always ready
for the next thing. We walk on
an island in Milton in the middle
of the Susquehanna. There’s a
bridge that connects to Milton
and then to the island on the
other end. Once a day, I take
her there for a walk. I have the
cabin and we’ll go down there.
She doesn’t flinch. If she sees
the water, she’ll get a running
start and jump so she makes a
splash. I have a little swimming
pool for her in the yard and
she does the same thing in the
summertime.
I also go fishing. Anything on
the water, going out on the boat.
Last week, I was putting up tree
stands to get ready for archery
season. My oldest nephew is
married with two babies. We
have a family camper, which
is nice because we can figure
out when we’re going to use it.
I’ve gone to different parks and
stayed overnight.
Here, we’ve mentioned to the
students about going to Ricketts
Glen State Park to camp. From
the time I was ordained a priest,
every year I would take the
eighth-graders camping there
after graduation. A number of
them had never camped before,
and it’s the same here. They
ask, “Where do you sleep?”
Well, you sleep in a tent. They
say, “How can you sleep in a
tent? Are there mosquitos?”
I really eek every second out
of life that I can, but it doesn’t
mean that I fill up my calendar.
It just means that I’m taking
advantage of it.

More THE CALLED,
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You have written books.
Talk about your enjoyment
of books, and what you’ve
written.
I never read too much until
I got to the seminary, and then
you have to read. When I got
here to Bucknell, I encountered
a student who was a literature
major. She got me to read all
these books that I probably
should have read in high school.
One of my favorite books is
“Jane Eyre,” and I never would
have read that. Right now I’m
reading “Treasure Island.”
For my meditation, in
the morning I always read
something Scriptural, something
spiritual and something
pastoral. I’m reading a book
right now about an individual
with same-sex attraction, but
they refuse to label themselves
gay. The book is about their
struggle through being Catholic.
I’m reading a book by von
Speyr on the Easter Mystery,
so that’s spiritual. Scripturally,
I’m reading Joachim Jeremis.
He’s a Scripture scholar who
takes the Greek that the
Gospels were written in and
tries to retro-translate it back
into Aramaic so you can get a
sense of how Jesus might have
said something. It puts a totally
different spin on a lot of the
parables.
I’ve written five books
now. I’m not a writer, I’m a
storyteller. I like to tell stories.
Jesus told stories, so why
can’t I? Everywhere I’ve been
a priest, I’ve always been
associated with a school, and I
got so energized by it. I would

steal away to the school just
selfishly, almost to re-energize
myself. When I would go into
the classrooms, I would tell the
kids a story. In fact, there is a
student whose marriage I did
about a month ago, and I had
him in school when he was in
middle school. He said, “Tell me
a story.”
That’s how I got into the
books, into telling stories. The
three books I have are homily
books. The other book is an
autobiographical one, which
actually began because you
have to give the seminary an
autobiography when you enter.
I have a best friend for over 40
years, and he was struggling
with multiple myeloma and was
starting to forget things. We
wrote the book together about
growing up in Strasburg, the
local haunts and the things we
did.
The last book is from a
story I came up with at Good
Shepherd. It’s a fabricated
story, a morality tale, based on
sitting in the backyard at Good
Shepherd watching the squirrels
and the crows interact, along
with the local hawk. When I
was in the woods, I was able
to refine those things and put it
into a children’s book.
What is it like being a priest
during the pandemic?
When the shutdown first
happened, the students
here were on spring break. I
was giving a parish mission
in Canton, Ohio, because I
didn’t want to stay in an empty
house all week. One night,
I came back from preaching
and my phone blew up with
messages and calls. While on

spring break, the students were
e-mailed and told that when
they came back, they would
be packing their things and
going home. Six of our seniors
who were very active here at
the Neumann House were at
Disney for their spring break
when they found out. I have to
admit I was upset, because I
thought, “All the other schools
right now are saying they’re
going to extend spring break
by a week.” Bucknell said this
was it. There wasn’t going to be
graduation or anything.
During that time, I was going
home on my day off to help
my mother care for my dad,
because my dad was dying. My
dad wasn’t sleeping through the
night and my mom was losing
life. When all the students were
sent home, I had nothing to do
here. I was able to go home,
be with my dad, spend the
night with him. He died in May.
I never would have had that
opportunity otherwise. If I can
point to one positive thing from
this virus, it’s that.
Unlike other pastors, it was a
lot easier for me. Other pastors,
even though they didn’t have
Masses, they were pretty much
on house arrest. My students
were all at home with their own
parish priests and they were
taken care of. Again, I took that
opportunity to be with my family
and be executor and power of
attorney.
I was actually happy in the
summer when some pastors
were calling me saying they
were having Masses again
and asking if I could cover
More THE CALLED,
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them for a weekend. As the
students came back, everyone’s
supposed to wear a mask in
the Neumann House. I hear
Confessions outside. I have two
students in RCIA and we meet
on the front porch. The campus
chaplain wanted us to have
our Masses outside. We had
the first one outside, with dark
clouds looming. We have Mass
on Sunday at 4:00 p.m. and
8:00 at night, and there are too
many wild cards. Rooke Chapel
seats about 300, and the person
who is in charge of security said
we could have 75.
Our weekday Mass is 10:15
at night. I never would have
agreed to this, ever, but it used
to be at 8:00 in the morning,
and no students would come.
So I asked them when they
wanted to have it. I moved the
chapel from a smaller room
upstairs into the basement
and the capacity there is six
students, plus the priest. We’ve
reached capacity almost every
night, so they are participating.
What advice do you have to a
young person in college who
is considering a vocation?
Be open. I often think about
the Wedding Feast at Cana.
Mary says to the steward, “Do
whatever he tells you.” The
steward brings the water jugs.
The steward didn’t turn the
water into wine, and we don’t
have to do that either. Just do
what He tells you.
I used to be on the Seminary
Review Board. Every young
man who came in there said,
“I want to preach the Truth. I’m

in love with the saints and the
Blessed Mother. I want to draw
people to the faith.” Not a single
one said they wanted to be a
manager or a CEO or balance
budgets. I wrote to the bishop.
I feel like we’re kind of baitand-switch. We should really
tell these guys, “You’re going to
have to be a manager too.”
One of my best assignments
was St. Joan of Arc, not
because the people were
greater than anywhere else,
but because I had a full-time
business manager who was
very capable. I still have wings
with her every two months,
and I think she’s 79 years old
now. She was very capable.
We did more than $1 million in
renovations, and I didn’t talk
to a single contractor. If there
were employee issues, she took
care of them. I would sign off
on things after she discussed
everything with me, but then I
could do what I was trained to
do. Sometimes I think we get
so consumed with institutions,
buildings and grounds that we
get ourselves into a bit of a
pickle and we lose theology’s
soul.
My favorite things in the
parish were RCIA, baptizing
babies and doing funerals.
You’re with people at the
beginning of their life and at
the end of their life. Yes, you
do have to be a manager and
you do have to take care of
the temporal things within the
church, but I’m afraid we’re
losing guys because they never
wanted to be a manager.
Canonically speaking, I’m
the parochial vicar at Sacred
Heart in Lewisburg. I cover at

least one Mass on a weekend
at Sacred Heart. The pastor
Father Wilke said, “The people
here love you. They love your
homilies.” Sure, I sweep in there
and dazzle them, and then go
home (laughing), but I’ve been
on the other side of that. At St.
Joan of Arc, we had a great
house with Father Wayne,
Father Pius, Father Chuks,
and all of them were glorious,
but I wasn’t because I was the
pastor. It really can change
your ministry if you have that
freedom.
Is there anything else you
would like to say?
The COVID struggle
right now for many priests
is isolation, especially for a
priest who is an extrovert. His
congregation is his family and
it does feed him, and now he
has nothing, or he has limited
numbers. I know priests who
could go out and visit, and they
can’t do that anymore. That’s a
powerful part of their ministry.
One of the things rewarded
in this country is workaholism.
Nobody will ever tell you
you’re working too hard. All
of a sudden, those who are
workaholics have an existential
vacuum because their work is
gone.
I would say to our people,
pray for your priests and come
back to Mass – not because you
have to under pain of mortal
sin, but because you love the
Beloved.
(Interview conducted by Chris
Heisey, The Catholic Witness.)
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Keep Your Eye on the Prize
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

In 2005, my mother tragically
fell backward down the cellar
stairs, breaking her jaw,
cheekbone, both wrists, and her
neck. As she underwent surgery
to stabilize her neck and her
wrists, the doctors informed
me that her spinal column was
compressed due to the break
in her neck. This break affected
her respiratory system, and she
was lacking oxygen. As a result,
I never knew, when I visited
her, whether she would be
confused. Because of her low
oxygen level, she was put on a
ventilator.
As she healed, she was
transported to a sub-acute
facility. Once, when I visited her,
I found her sleeping soundly.
I rejoiced over the fact that
her ventilator was capped
temporarily. This meant that
she could talk. Still, her wrists
remained in splints. I silently
cried, watching her so much at
peace, yet knowing there would
be a moment in the very near
future when I would have to say
goodbye to her. That moment
was not that day.
I tried to suppress a sneeze
but in my attempt still woke
her up. She looked up at me
and smiled in a way that still
brings tears to my eyes. She
cradled my face in her splinted
hands and said, “Hey Ger! It’s
nice to see you! I was thinking.
You know, Dad’s been gone
for 11 years. I so miss him! I
was thinking, would you mind
if I went to heaven and be with
him?”

Tears welled up in my eyes as a
stillness settled over the two of
us. She continued, “Promise me
that you will not grieve for me
for too long. I so want to hold
Catherine” [my sister who died
before she was born]. Please
take care of your brother. I
promise that I will always be
with you.”
My tears streamed down my
face and reached her hands. As
the level of oxygen dropped in
her blood, her eyes glazed over
and she was soon someplace
between heaven and earth.
Reflecting on that scene today, I
now realize that she was saying
goodbye to me. I sensed how
truly holy that moment was and
what a gift it was!
I share this story with you
as I continue my series “From
Fear to Faith.” In the book with
the same title by Gary Zimak,
he describes the five steps to
lessen our fear and deepen our
faith to obtain peace. He calls
this the Five P’s to Peace.
“P” No. 5: Prize: Keep your
eye on the prize … focus on
heaven!1
Over and over again, the
words of Jesus remind us that
our true home is in heaven. He
declares in John 14:1-3, “Do
not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have
faith also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling
places. If there were not, would
I have told you that I am going
to prepare a place for you? And
if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back again
and take you to myself, so that

“Thoughts from a
Catholic Evangelist”

where I am you also may be.”
Jesus is preparing a place
for us in heaven! As faithful
Catholic Christians, we must
stand ready to work on earth
while our focus is toward
heaven. After all, we are
homeward bound! We should
seek what is above! (Colossians
3:1-4) In response to this reality,
the Catechism states, “By his
death and Resurrection, Jesus
Christ has ‘opened’ heaven
to us. The life of the blessed
consists in the full and perfect
possession of the fruits of the
redemption accomplished by
Christ. He makes partners
in his heavenly glorification
those who have believed in
him and remained faithful to
his will. Heaven is the blessed
community of all who are
perfectly incorporated into
Christ. This mystery of blessed
communion with God and all
who are in Christ is beyond all
understanding and description.
Scripture speaks of it in images:
More MUSINGS, page 19
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OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers
the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
Lancaster
Annville
St. John Neumann:
St. Paul the Apostle:
Gary Bright
Betty Ann Smith
Berwick
St. Joseph:
James Descul

Lebanon
St. Cecilia:
Lloyd Pfautz

Bonneauville
St. Joseph the Worker:
Gregory Orndorff

New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Maria Gonzales

Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Ann Santinoceto
Giuseppe Palumbo

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Carolann (O’Shea)
Sebergandio

Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré:
Dr. Frank DeLeo

Trevorton
St. Patrick:
Hilary DeFacis

MUSINGS
continued from 18
life, light, peace, wedding feast, wine of the
kingdom, the Father’s house, the heavenly
Jerusalem, paradise: ‘no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what
God has prepared for those who love him.’”
(CCC 1026-1027)
The amazing gift, if we choose to live in this
manner, is that no suffering or sorrow in this life
thwarts the joy of heaven! Reflecting on this,
Zimak writes, “The joy of heaven far surpasses
any happiness we can experience on earth.
Additionally, we’re told any suffering we may
experience in this life isn’t worth comparing to
how good it will be in heaven. Whether you feel
it or not, that is a strong statement and one we
should keep in mind. The unexpected illness,
the sudden job loss, loneliness, relationship
problems, flat tires, bad weather, whatever ….
They will all be gone one day. We will not take
these earthly burdens with us when we die.

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who
died in October during the past 25 years:
Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella, 2014
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2016
Father Walter Sempko, 2017
Father Paul Theisz, 2017

Heaven, which lasts forever, will be so much
better than anything we’ll experience in this life
we shouldn’t even try to compare.”
As I type this article, the death toll from
COVID in the United States approached
220,000. The TV newscasts paint a picture of
gloom and doom. Yes, we do find ourselves in
the midst of a global health emergency. Yes,
we do have to continue to make decisions that
keep us and our loved ones safe. BUT, our
vision should not stay on the earth! It should
reach heaven, where we are all born to live!
Just think: To be eternally wrapped in the
arms of Trinitarian love accompanied by all
those whom I loved on earth! I can’t wait! What
about you?
Zimak, Gary. From Fear to Faith: a Worrier’s
Guide to Discovering Peace. Liguori
Publications, 2014. Pg. 89 2Zimak, pg. 126.
1
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Celebrate Council of Catholic Women Month with the HDCCW

Take the opportunity to learn more about the
Council of Catholic Women (CCW) this month,
and the difference they make in their parishes and
communities, in celebration of October as
Council of Catholic Women Month.
The mission of the CCW is to support,
empower, and educate all Catholic
women in promoting Gospel values.
There is something for everyone, as
commissions cover every facet of life.
Each and every woman has something to
offer, and membership in a CCW is open
to all Catholic women.
The Diocesan CCW celebrates its
accomplishments, service projects and activities,
and is seeking additional members to continue
their important mission.
Join the Council in these upcoming virtual
gatherings in October:
The month of October is dedicated to the
Diocese of Harrisburg

CURSILLO MOVEMENT

GRAND ULTREYA
Saturday, October 24, 2020

9:00am — 12:30pm

This will be a virtual event by Zoom
Sign-in opens at 8:45am
Witness Speaker: Garrison Price
Register by Oct. 19th
Registration is free!!
Email: hbgcursillosol@gmail.com
Put “Grand Ultreya” in the Subject Line
Include your Name, Address and Phone #.
www.harrisburg-cursillo.org

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - 9:15am
Main Celebrant - Rev. William Weary

Most Holy Rosary. The Holy Rosary is one of the
most popular prayers among Roman Catholics
worldwide. We meet virtually every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m. to pray the Rosary.
Join Council members by Zoom, by
phone or pray along with them in spirit.
To join via Zoom, visit “Our Lady’s
Rosary Partners” at www.hdccw.webs.
com. To join by phone, dial 1-301715-8592. The phone Meeting ID is
742 9752 0381 and the Passcode is
660363. If you are unable to join via
Zoom or by phone, join the Council
spiritually by praying the Rosary
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
5,836 Miles: a Virtual Walk to Bethlehem.
Join the CCW in this virtual pilgrimage from
Harrisburg to Bethlehem, with physical and
spiritual exercises for people of all ages and
abilities. The program begins Oct. 18, and the
goal is to complete 5,836 miles by Christmas. Visit
www.hdccw.webs.com for additional information
and to find out how to contribute your miles.
Boxes of Joy. The Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women invites parishes and
individuals to join them in this year’s Box of Joy
program, an effort of Cross Catholic Outreach.
A Box of Joy is a specially-designed shoebox
that participants fill with toys, school supplies,
clothing, hard candy, personal care items and
accessories. The boxes are given to children in
such countries as Haiti, the Dominican Republic,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, Granada and
the Bahamas.
To participate, contact your parish Council
of Catholic Women. The collection of boxes in
the Diocese will be held on Nov. 9 and 10 at the
Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. For information on
the Boxes of Joy program, contact coordinators
Diane Roskos (diane.roskos@jeepon.com or
717-991-1605), Mary Ann Pitek (maryannpitek@
gmail.com or 717-939-8852) or Mary Ann Wayne
(royalroad212@aol.com or 717-737-0685).
Visit the Harrisburg Diocesan Council
online. The Diocesan Council is involved in many
worthy events and projects. Visit their website,
www.hdccw.webs.com to view their quarterly
newsletter “HDCCW Happenings,” and learn more
about their activities, projects and events.
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Scout Earns Eagle Rank Restoration Project

Ryan Spangler, a member of Troop 192 at St. Theresa
Parish in New Cumberland, recently celebrated his Eagle
Rank with an Eagle Court of Honor. Ryan received the Eagle
Rank on Feb. 3 of this year, after a successful project on the
disc golf course at Gifford Pinchot State Park last summer.
Prior to a national disc golf championship at the park, Ryan
led his troop to help restore the course by raking, cutting back
brush and building benches cemented to the ground and
surrounded by gravel.
Ryan, a graduate of St. Theresa School and currently a
student at Mechanicsburg Senior High School, is interested
in being a park ranger, so the project at Gifford Pinchot State
Park was important to him. He also helped his family construct
a board featuring the Scout Law, which is shown in the
photo. The board was displayed at his Eagle Court of Honor
ceremony, and donated to Troop 192 to use at future events
as a reminder to all of what a Scout is.
solEmnity of all saints

Eucharistic ProcEssion
sunday, novEmbEr 1, 2020
saint Patrick cathEdral, harrisburg
12:15 p.m.: Holy Mass
1:15 p.m.: Exposition of the
Most Blessed Sacrament,
followed by silent prayer and
adoration
1:30 p.m.: Procession of the
Most Blessed Sacrament up
State Street and around the
Capitol complex, returning
to the Cathedral for the Holy
Rosary & Benediction

The procession is open to the public and all are
encouraged to attend. All participants will be
asked to maintain social distancing and to wear
masks.
More information: www.hbgdiocese.org.

Holy Family Radio’s
October Pledge Drive

Holy
Family Radio,
a listenersupported
apostolate
and the only
Catholic radio
station in the
Diocese of Harrisburg, is pleased to roll
out its October pledge drive. The monthlong event is dedicated to Mary, Our
Mother and the month of the Rosary.
“As we begin our 10th year on the
air, we continue to make progress
in spreading God’s Word to Central
Pennsylvania,” said Joe Nebistinsky,
manager for the station. “Catholic radio
has the power to lead others to the
truth of Christ and his Church. In these
uncertain times, Catholic radio is more
important than ever.”
Supporters may select any day during
the month of October and send in their
pledge drive donation. Donations can be
made on-line at www.720whyf.com or to
Holy Family Radio, Inc., PO Box 6028,
Lancaster, PA 17607-6028.
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deliver our community from
People of all faiths are welcome.
the evils of abortion. Though
Join us for all the Saturdays, or
there are no abortion clinics in
choose any weekend you would
Lebanon, we will witness for
like to participate to show witness
the dignity of life and ending
to the sanctity of life. No need to
Spiritual Offerings
abortion. Arrive and assemble in
register, just show up. For more
In conjunction with the
prayer
groups
any
time
between
information, contact Lucy at 717National 40 Days for Life
10 a.m. and noon in front of St.
926-4075, or Sandra at 717-838Campaign, a Jericho Prayer
th
Mary’s Church on South 8 and
5243.
March will be held on the
Cumberland Streets, Lebanon.
40 Days for Life Fall
following Saturdays in Lebanon:
.
Directions, prayer sheets, and
Campaign in York, through
Oct. 17, 24 and 31. The Jericho
banners
will
be
distributed
for
Nov. 1 on the sidewalk in front
Prayer March is a group marching
the walk, which should take
of Planned Parenthood at 728
peacefully in silent prayer, singing
approximately 30 to 45 minutes.
S. Beaver Street. Pray and offer
hymns, and praying to God to
other alternatives to abortionminded women. Covid-19
precautions observed. For more
information or to sign up to keep
vigil for one hour or more per
week, visit www.40daysforlife.
com/york. For questions, contact
Tom Evans at 717-235-8833 or
Principal Celebrant
717-999-4025.
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer
The Conewago District
Council of Catholic Women will
Saturday, November 7, 2020 • 5:00 p.m.
hold their Annual Mass at St.
Saint James Catholic Church
Joseph Church in Hanover, Oct.
505 Woodcrest Ave • Lititz, PA
22. Mass will be celebrated at
7 p.m. by Father Michael Reid,
CDCCW Spiritual Advisor, and
concelebrated by Msgr. James
Lyons. Following Mass, there will
be the Installation of CDCCW
Officers and a presentation by
Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC,
Wide Area Network (WAN)
Coordinator for the Diocese of
Harrisburg, Director of Formation
to the wives of the Permanent
Diaconate, retreat master, spiritual
director, artist, contributor
To assist with planning, it is requested that those attending from
to The Catholic Witness, and
outside Saint James parish, or in need of special accommodations,
vlogger. Her vlogs can be found
kindly RSVP to LKiley@hbgdiocese.org or
on YouTube under the title
717-657-4804, ext 322 prior to October 28, 2020.
of Musings from a Catholic
Evangelist. Throughout her
Those unable to attend in person are encouraged to view the live
stream of the Mass on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s YouTube
channel: www.YouTube.com/hbgdiocese.
More NOTEBOOK,
page 23
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A Mass Celebrating the Gifts of
People with Disabilities

NOTEBOOK
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ministry, Sister Geralyn challenges
others to respond to God’s call to
live a life of holiness. We welcome
all to join us. Masks at church are
required. Contact Michelle Smith
at smithmlene@outlook.com or
717-640-0350 with questions.

Retreats &
Pilgrimages
“Entering the Advent
Rhythms” –A Virtual Day
Retreat, Dec. 5 from 10 a.m.3 p.m. at the St. Cyril Spiritual
Center in Danville. Please arrive
at 9:45 a.m. The virtual retreat
is presented by Sister Chris
Koellhoffer, a Sister Servant of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, who
engages in Mobile Spirituality
Ministry, offering retreats,
presentations and enrichment
programs on the road. At a time
when our culture urges us to hurry
up and join the pre-Christmas
shopping rush, Advent calls us
in a different direction, a new
relationship with time: Waiting in
expectation. Savoring Stillness.
Naming our deep desire for the
Holy One for whom we wait. The
cost of the retreat is $35, due by
the registration deadline of Nov.
27. Register online at www.sscm.
org or call 570-275-0910. After you
register, you will be contacted via
your email for a link.

Education &
Enrichment

Due to ongoing concerns
regarding the COVID-19
pandemic, the annual LutheranAnglican-Roman Catholic
(LARC) Day of Dialogue,
sponsored by the Diocese of
Harrisburg, has been canceled for
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this year. We hope you will join
is Oct. 19. Send an e-mail with
us for our 2021 LARC event. To
“Grand Ultreya” in the subject
learn more about the LARC Day
line to hbgcursillosol@gmail.
of Dialogue and the Office for
com. To make a donation, visit
Ecumenical and Interreligious
www.harrisburg-cursillo.org or
Affairs, please visit www.
mail to: 1806 Silver Pine Cir,
hbgdiocese.org/about/diocesanMechanicsburg, PA, 17050,
offices/ecumenical/.
attention Ron Borza, Chair of
Truth, Beauty, and Goodness
PostCursillo.
Evangelization Speaker Series
Join the Christian Growth
begins with Bishop Ronald
Group (CGG) for an evening
Gainer, Oct. 19 from 7-8:30 p.m.
of faith sharing and Scripture
via Zoom. The speaker series is
reflection, Oct. 22 from 7-8:30
sponsored by the Diocesan Office
p.m. at St. Katharine Drexel
of Evangelization and Catechesis,
Church, Mechanicsburg, in the
once a month from October
Blessed Stanley Rother Room. It
through June. Presenters will teach will be a wonderful time for prayer
on apologetics, saints, scripture,
and meditation. Park in the rear
art, music, Catholic culture,
of the Church and enter through
Catholic moral teaching, life issues, the back entrance. Please wear
prayer and spirituality, etc. Bishop
facemasks. Social distancing will
Gainer’s presentation will be “His
be in place. Any questions, contact
Majesty’s Good Servant, But
Bob Ribic at bobribic2@yahoo.
God’s First”: What Saint Thomas
com or 717-571-4217.
More Has to Teach Us About
The fall Harrisburg Beginning
Conscience and Its Formation.”
Experience Weekend, Nov.
Registration deadline is Oct. 16 at
6-8, has been cancelled due to
noon. Zoom link will be sent to
COVID-19 concerns. However,
registrants with confirmation of
the spring 2021 Harrisburg
their registration. To register, visit
Beginning Experience Weekend is
https://hbgdiocese.formstack.com/
scheduled for April 16-18, 2021,
forms/speaker_series.
at Camp Kirchenwald in Lebanon.
York area Theology on Tap
Beginning Experience is a retreat
with Father Andrew St. Hilaire,
for those suffering the loss of a
“Crossing the Divide: Communion spouse through separation, divorce
in Christ in an Ideological
or death. Contact Julie at 717-379Society.” The event will take
0800 or Eva at 717-495-9586, or
place at First Post Restaurant in
e-mail HarrisburgBE@gmail.com
York, Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. Visit www. for information on the ministry.
Facebook.com/YorkTheology for
Events &
information.
Fundraisers
The Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Cursillo Movement invites all
Delone Catholic High School
Cursillistas to a virtual Grand
in McSherrystown, Fall Open
Ultreya via Zoom on Oct. 24
House, “Fall In Love with
from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Come
Delone Catholic,” on Sunday,
share in this once-a-year event
Nov. 1 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the
with your brothers and sisters.
More NOTEBOOK,
Event is free. Deadline to register
page 24
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in a COVID-safe manner, Nov.
21 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. No vendors
will be present this year; however,
school. Teachers, administrators,
you can still enjoy the best of
coaches, activities moderators,
our traditional holiday offerings
student ambassadors and parent
including the Dollar Tree, a raffle
ambassadors will all be on hand
auction, take-out baked goods, and
to answer questions, take students
packaged take-out foods from our
on tours, and showcase what life is
kitchen. We will offer soups, chili,
like in Squire Country. There is a
and haluski. Parking is free in three
scholarship competition for eighthparish lots. Enter via the cafeteria
grade students that provides the
double doors between the school
opportunity to win $1,000 per year
and rectory. Masks and social
for four years. Students interested
distancing are required.
in the scholarship competition,
Election Day sauerkraut
which is either an essay
dinner at Sacred Heart Social
competition or a trivia competition,
Hall in Williamstown, Nov. 3.
must pre-register. Transfer students
Lunch from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., dinner
in grades 9, 10, and 11 are eligible
from 4-7 p.m. Cost is $10 per
to receive up to $3,000 in Transfer
platter. Call Dawn 717-647-9124 or
Tuition Assistance. Visit www.
Deb 717-453-9984 or any member
delonecatholic.org or call 717-637of the PCCW. Take-out only, please
5969.
wear a mask.
St. James Parish in Lititz,
Pulled pork BBQ, bake sale
inaugural online Christmas
and basket raffle event at the
bazaar. Sneak preview Nov. 6 at
Pauline House in Kulpmont,
a.m. to view items for sale and bid.
with basket raffle and presale of
Online bazaar opens Nov. 13 at 8
BBQ tickets Oct. 16 from noon-6
a.m. for bidding and purchasing,
p.m., and BBQ take-out Oct. 17
with new items added daily.
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Platters are
Christmas and fall decorations,
$8 and include pulled pork with
silent auction, bake sale, grandma’s
roll, baked macaroni and cheese,
attic treasures, crafts, floral
coleslaw and sauce. Pre-sale of
creations and wreaths, knitted
100 tickets, with some available on
items, take-home gingerbread
the day of the event until sold out.
house kits, gift baskets, religious
Basket raffle features more than 50
gifts, pierogis, stuffed cabbage and
baskets, with raffle tickets $20 for
more. Items for sale and food must
26 tickets. After initial purchase,
be pre-ordered online at www.
additional sheets of tickets are $10.
stjameslititz.org. Cafe dinner and
Homemade baked goods. Parking
lunch pre-orders due by midnight
lot available behind the Pauline
Nov. 19. Cafe dinner available Nov.
House. Handicap accessible. Masks
20 from 4-8 p.m., lunch Nov. 21
and social distancing protocols.
from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and ham
Event sponsored by the St. Pauline
and turkey dinner from 5-6:30 p.m.
Foundation, to benefit community
Nov. 21. For more information,
events and camp for diabetic and
e-mail stjameschristmasbazaar@
obese children. Call JoAnn at 570gmail.com.
259-9299 for tickets.
St. Columba Parish in
Mary, Gate of Heaven
Bloomsburg, annual Winterfest
NOTEBOOK
continued from 23

Summerfest presents Food Truck
Frenzy and Cruise Night, Oct.
24 from 3-7 p.m. at Mary, Gate
of Heaven Parish in Myerstown.
Enjoy great food and see great cars.
Food trucks include Farm Show
Milkshakes, Haj Paj Catering,
Uncle Paul’s Pretzels, Messy Pig
Bbq, Video Burger, and Mmm
Mad Mixer. View hot rods while
listening to sounds of the past. If
you have an amazing ride, bring it
out for display; no need to register.
Event will also include a basket
raffle. More info available on MGH
Summerfest’s Facebook page.
Fall food sale at St. Patrick’s
parish hall, Trevorton, Oct. 30
from 1-4 p.m. and Oct. 31 from
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Homemade soups,
pigeons, haluski, cole slaw and
baked goods.
St. Joan of Arc School PTO
in Hershey, Kauffman’s BBQ
Chicken Drive-Thru Event, Oct.
30. Event is in lieu of the PTO
spaghetti dinner. Meal includes half
a chicken, baked potato, dinner roll
w/butter, and applesauce. Pick up
Oct. 30 from 3-6 p.m. in the church
parking lot on W. Areba Ave. Presale tickets only, available at the
school office, 1525 Sandhill Road,
Hummelstown. Cash or check
payable to St Joan of Arc PTO.
Bring your tickets to the drive-thru
event.
Mother Cabrini Parish in
Shamokin, Annual Chicken
BBQ, Oct. 25 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
at the “Cabrini Shed” (corner of
Race & Cherry Streets). The dinner
will include half a chicken, baked
potato, baked beans, roll and “a
sweet.” Take-out only. Donation
is $9. Tickets can be purchased
More NOTEBOOK,
page 25
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by calling Mother Cabrini Parish
Office, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., at 570-6484512, ext. 1.
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Enola, yard sale: Vendors wanted.
Oct. 24 in the church parking lot,
$10 per table rental or $10 per
parking spot, payable the day of
the event, 7 a.m.-2 p.m. Subs and
soup will be on sale that day. Any
questions, contact 717-877-7762.
St. Margaret Mary Parish
and School in Harrisburg,
inaugural Golf Tournament,
Nov. 7 at Manada Golf Course
in Grantville, Pa. Registration at
11 a.m., shotgun start at noon.
Best ball/scramble format. The
price per golfer is $75, which
includes greens fee, cart, lunch
(hot dogs), and catered dinner at
approximately 5 p.m. Registration
and lunch begins at 11 a.m. There
will be door prizes, mulligans
and 50/50 tickets available for
purchase. Snacks and beverages
will be served on the course during
play. If you are interested in only
attending the social and dinner,
the price is $25. Event is open to
all golfers; established handicaps
are not needed. We welcome any
individuals, twosomes, threesomes
or foursomes. If you have any
questions, please contact Shannon
Sprow at stmmspto@gmail.com or
717-571-7121.
Twelve-day Mediterranean
cruise with Father James
O’Blaney, pastor of St. James
Parish in Lititz, Aug. 4-18, 2021.
Visit Olympia, Athens, Istanbul,
Greece, Croatia and Venice.
Includes all onboard meals,
entertainment and daily Mass on
the ship. For a brochure with full
itinerary and packages, contact

Terri at tarmstrong@hbgdiocese.
org or 717-626-5580.

Job Openings
Diocesan Cemeteries seeks
applicants for full-time cemetery
maintenance and service at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in
Mechanicsburg. The ability
to operate a backhoe is highly
desirable. Other equipment that
will be used includes a tractor,
pickup truck, mowers and a
variety of small equipment related
to cemetery maintenance and
operation. Must be a good team
player who is able to take direction
and demonstrate tact, courtesy
and diplomacy. Applicant must
have valid, clean PA driver’s
license. Work is performed both
indoors and outdoors. This is a
manual position requiring physical
fitness with the ability to lift (up
to 50 lbs. regularly and 100 lbs.
occasionally), bend, stoop, climb
and be mobile (on your feet) for
most of the day. Applicants must
be able to work in all weather
conditions to tight deadlines.
Résumé and cover letter should be
sent to mpeticca@hbgdiocese.org.
Call 717-697-0206 for details.
Schools in the Diocese of
Harrisburg are currently looking
for educators, specifically
long term substitutes that are ready
to join our team in the Harrisburg
area. Teachers in all grades and
all subject areas are needed.
Certification is preferred but not
required. Catholic Schools in the
Diocese of Harrisburg provide
safe, joyful school environments
that follow current scientific best
practices on schooling during a
pandemic. For more information or
to find a school location near you,
click on https://www.hbgdiocese.

org/find-catholic-school/. Send
your résumé and letter of interest
to either the location near you or to
Webmaster@HBGDIOCESE.ORG.
You may also call the Harrisburg
Diocese Department of Catholic
Schools for more information at
717-657-4804 ext. 222.
St. Joseph School in
Mechanicsburg is in need of
instructional aides for the 20202021 school year. Candidates are
expected to uphold the values of
the Catholic Church and St. Joseph
School. Qualified candidates
must possess at minimum a high
school diploma and some onthe-job training, preferably an
associate’s degree or bachelor’s
degree in education or a related
field. Candidates must be at least
21 years of age and will need to
complete all Diocesan clearances.
If interested, please contact Mrs.
Bamberger at rbamberger@
stjoesmech.org.
Harrisburg Catholic
Elementary School is seeking
a dedicated, inspirational and
enthusiastic full-time third
grade teacher for the remainder
of the 2020-2021 school year.
The position will begin following
the Christmas break on Monday,
January 4 and has the potential
to become permanent in the
2021–2022 school year. The
position will entail instruction in
religion, reading, social studies,
math, ILA and science, with an
ability to differentiate in all areas
and a desire to work with a diverse
group of students. Interested
candidates should forward their
application, résumé, pastor’s letter
of recommendation and copies of
current clearances to Harrisburg
More NOTEBOOK,
page 26
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plan, manage and implement
on pregnancy, referral to local
a diversified development
pregnancy care centers and other
program. Further information
social/legal services outside of
may be obtained by e-mailing
abortion clinics at no cost or
HolyFamilyRadio@comcast.
judgement. A free ultrasound is an
net. The same e-mail may be used
obstetrical tool used to evaluate the
to submit cover letter and résumé.
health of the pregnancy and can
Undefeated Courage is
be a method for abortion-minded
seeking nurses to staff its mobile
women to make informed decisions
ultrasound unit. Shifts available
about their pregnancy after
M-F 8am-4pm, FTE: PRN with
reviewing their ultrasounds. Visit
no maximum hours. Hourly rate:
https://www.undefeatedcourage.
$22. PA RN license is required
org/employment.html for more
for this position. Must be trained
information and an application.
in limited obstetric abdominal/
St. Maria Goretti Catholic
transvaginal ultrasound or open
High School in Hagerstown, Md.,
to training. The mobile unit will
and the Archdiocese of Baltimore
be deployed to abortion clinics to
are seeking applications to fill the
change the way abortion-minded
position of President of St. Maria
women look at their pregnancy.
Goretti High School. St. Maria
The mission of Undefeated
Goretti is a regional high school,
Courage is to help women choose
and Tri-State candidates who
life for their baby and themselves.
have had business, non-profit or
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk
educational leadership experience
advocacy organization in Central
are encouraged to apply. More
Pennsylvania that provides prayer,
information is available at archbalt.
pregnancy testing, education
jobs.net.
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Catholic Elementary School, 555
South 25th Street, Harrisburg, PA,
17104, Attn: Mr. David Rushinski,
or email materials to drushinski@
hbgcathelem.org.
St. Joseph Parish in Danville
has an immediate need for a
new organist. Experience in
accompanying at Catholic Masses
is preferred. Position requires
competent playing of the organ
and/or piano at three weekend
Masses, Masses for Holy Days, and
other sacramental and devotional
liturgies (such as weddings and
funerals). The position also
coordinates cantors. Interested
parties should submit a letter of
interest to Father Timothy Marcoe,
pastor, at frtmarcoe@hbgdiocese.
org. Questions can also be directed
to Father Marcoe via email or at
570-275-2512, ext. 2.
Holy Family Radio, Inc., is
seeking a part-time Development
Director. Holy Family
is a not-for-profit
To report suspected abuse of a minor,
Catholic radio station
please follow these two steps:
in Shiremanstown. The
Development Director
reports directly to the
1-800-626-1608
1-800-932-0313
President of the Holy
Family Radio Board.
Responsibilities include:
actively raise funds to
meet the monthly, annual,
Call the toll-free PA
Report suspected abuse of
and long range needs
Child Abuse Hotline
a minor by a church official,
of Holy Family Radio;
at 1-800-932-0313
employee or volunteer by
calling the diocesan toll-free
develop and manage
hotline at 1-800-626-1608
fundraising strategies
for annual and capital
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU REPORT SUSPECTED ABUSE
support; develop plans
WITH BOTH LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE DIOCESE.
to advance the mission
Email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
of Holy Family Radio
through fundraising,
Diocese of Harrisburg
special events, planned
Youth Protection Program
www.YouthProtectionHBG.com
giving, etc.; and
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