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Veneration of Padre Pio
Relics on Feast Day
By c e B yso
S
The atholic Witness

Pra hope and don t worr .
Worr is useless. ur erciful
ord will listen to our pra er.
These words spoken by St. Pio of
Pietrelcina, commonly known as
Padre Pio, were certainly on the
minds of the countless members
of the faithful who traveled to St.
Peter Church in Elizabethtown on
Sept. 2 . On the feast day of St.
Padre Pio, the parish was blessed
to host two relics of this gentle
friar who bore the wounds of
Christ.
ouc ed
Catholics throughout the greater
Elizabethtown area ocked to St.
Peter’s throughout the day, bringing their prayers and petitions and
asking for Padre Pio’s intersections. Two relics – a glove and
robe – were on display. Following
veneration of the relics and Adora-
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tion of the Blessed Sacrament, a
Mass with Prayers for Healing was
held.
“I’ve had a devotion to him for
many, many years,” said Ellen
Bagatta. “I remember him before
he was a saint.”
Ellen’s grandson, Kevin Bagatta, added that he had “written
a paper about him (Padre Pio) in
high school and started a devotion
to him. I couldn’t pass up this opportunity.”
“We had planned a family trip to
the Padre Pio shrine, but were not
able to go yet,” said Tiffany Yannelli. “A bunch of our family came
today.”
“I’ve had some stomach issues
and I’ve prayed (to Padre Pio)
over the years,” said Kurt Yannelli. “There was a quietness and
connection with your faith,” he
added about spending time with
the relics.
Christina Murphy, a member of
Mary, Mother of the Church Parish
in Mount oy, visited the National
Centre for Padre Pio in Barto, Pa.,
10 years ago during an illness.
“I asked to be his spiritual
child,” Murphy said. When venerating his relics at St. Peter’s, Murphy asked Padre Pio to intercede
for her healing again.
“I put my hand on his glove and
touched his robe,” she said. “I was
excited and happy to do that. He
is one of my favorite saints. I felt a
gush and like I would be healed.”
“We’re so lucky they brought his
relics here. It’s really wonderful,”
said Murphy.
ersonal ncounters
Fortunato Grottola was 12 years
old when he first met Padre Pio.
Now a friar and guardian of the
Convent of Pietrelcina in Italy, Father Grottola spoke several times
to those gathered for veneration
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A woman venerates
the last vestment
worn by Padre Pio
before he died. Two
of the saints’ relics
were at St. Peter
Church in Elizabethtown on Sept. 2 .

about the life and teachings of
Padre Pio.
Father Grottola recounted a
time when Padre Pio asked his
brother friars why they always hid
their faces during the Mass and
would not look at the altar. It was
as if they had something to hide.
“Why do we hide?” Father Grottola asked. “Maybe we are carrying heavy burdens. When we come
before the Lord, we are healed.”
Father Grottola added that there
is no sin the Lord cannot forgive.
“When people went to Padre
Pio, he always embraced the sinner. He used to cry with them,”
Father Grottola said.

In another talk, Father Grottola
said that Padre Pio did not shy
away from the suffering he experienced through bearing the stigmata – the wounds of Christ. He saw
his suffering as sharing the Lord’s
suffering, Father Grottola said.
“Are we willing to take the cross
of the Lord?” Father Grottola
asked. “To have him as the center
of our life? When the Lord is the
center of our life, even suffering
has another taste.”
He added that we need to believe the Lord is present and alive.
“We cannot think of the Lord as
someone far away from us,”
More PADRE PIO, page 2
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Father Bernard-Mary Ayo Oniwe, O.P., shows the reliquary displaying Padre Pio’s glove.

Father Grottola said. “Where is God? I would
like to hear that he is in each one of us. If God
is always with us, it means only one thing – he
loves us. That’s what we should do. Love him.”
Father Bernard-Mary Ayo Oniwe, O.P., pastor
of St. Peter’s, spoke during his homily of his
personal devotion to Padre Pio.
Father Oniwe said throughout his life he has
experienced several encounters with the saint.
“In the early days of my spiritual revival, I went
to a bookstore looking for books to help clarify
the Church’s teaching on Mary,” Father Oniwe
said. “As I walked in, I saw a picture on a bookstand of Padre Pio.”
The image was on the cover of one of the
many books about Padre Pio.
“Each time I looked around, he was staring back at me. So, I took a closer look (at
the book),” said Father Oniwe. “That was the
moment that Padre Pio invited me to be his
spiritual son. I was drawn to him. I read about
him and the saints. This was how the seed was
planted (in me) to be in religious life.”
Father Oniwe added that at first he felt the
call to be a monk.
“But I’m too much of a social butter y,” he
said. He entered the Dominicans and continued to read books about Padre Pio, increasing
his devotion.
“I was ordained on the feast day of Padre
Pio,” Father Oniwe said, although Padre Pio
was not yet a saint. “For this man, I’m proud to
be a spiritual son. I pray for all of us that have

shown so much devotion tonight, that he draws
us to true love, to esus.”
umble aint
Padre Pio was born in Pietrelcina, Italy, on
May 25, 1887, and entered the novitiate of the
Capuchin Order of the Friars Minor at the age
of 15. He was ordained to the priesthood in
1910, and was known for his piety and spirituality.
The marks of the stigmata – the wounds of
Christ – first appeared on Padre Pio’s hands,
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

feet and side on Sept. 20, 1918, while he
prayed in front of a crucifix. He bore those
painful wounds until his death 50 years later,
on Sept. 2 , 1968.
Though he lived a life of pain and poor
health, Padre Pio was a man of joy and laughter. Thousands of pilgrims visited him over
the course of the years, drawn by the spiritual
riches that came from his ministry. He would
hear Confessions up to 50 times a day.
Padre Pio was canonized on une 16, 2002,
by St. ohn Paul II. More information on St.
Padre Pio can be found at www.padrepio.org.

A reliquary with Padre Pio’s
glove and the last vestment he
wore were available for veneration at St. Peter Church in Elizabethtown, along with Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament and
Mass with Prayers for Healing
on the saint’s feast day.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
• September 28 – Daughters of Mercy Centennial
Mass, Villa Rossello, N.J., 11 a.m.
• September 29 – Diocesan Hispanic Mass, Corpus
Christi Church, Chambersburg, 1 p.m.
• October 1 – Forty Hours Devotions, St. John the
Baptist Church, New Freedom, 7 p.m.
• October 4 – Diocesan Fishers of Men Dinner, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 6 p.m.
• October 7 – Diocesan Red Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.
• October 12 – Diocesan Women’s Conference,
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg.
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Secretary of Education Visits Harrisburg Catholic Elementary
School to Promote Education Freedom Initiative
as the EITC program, and would
create a 5 billion annual federal
tax credit for voluntary donations
United States Secretary of
Education Betsy DeVos visited the to state-based scholarship programs.
Cathedral campus of Harrisburg
“We’d like to encourage people
Catholic Elementary School on
Sept. 19, along with Pennsylvania to think very broadly about what
Speaker of the House Mike Turzai, education freedom and choice
could mean,” she said. “Career
to talk about school choice and
and technical education, dual
freedom of education.
enrollment opportunities, apprenSeventh-grade teacher ohnnie
ticeship opportunities at the high
Hicks and his class presented
school level are things that all
a special tribute for Secretary
could be considered as part of an
DeVos, including a geographical
lesson involving her home town of education freedom expansion.”
The proposed program would be
Holland, Mich. After her time with
the seventh-graders, Secretary De- entirely funded by private donations, and would not take away
Vos visited the younger students
any money from public schools,
to help with their learning experistudents or teachers, the secreence.
tary said.
After reading to a class of prec ool oice uccess
schoolers, she offered a different
In addition to lawmakers and
kind of message during a roundcommunity
leaders, the roundtable discussion on freedom of
education. Several lawmakers and table drew educational leaders
touting the benefits of education
community leaders took part in
freedom for students in Catholic,
the conversation, held in CatheProtestant, Methodist, Baptist,
dral Hall.
ewish and Montessori schools –
Secretary DeVos spoke about
from
inner-city, suburban and rural
the importance of the Educational
locales.
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC)
Among the speakers was Thalia
program.
“In Pennsylvania, you have some McClenton, whose sons Christian
and oshua attend Harrisburg
robust choices that have been
Catholic Elementary School.
offered to families, and there has
McClenton said their education
been much greater demand than
you have been able to satisfy,” she wouldn’t be possible without funding from the EITC program.
said.
“I’m a single mom. I didn’t know
Speaker Turzai had pushed for
how
I was going to afford it,” Mca 100-million increase in the
Clenton told the roundtable audistate’s ETIC program, but it was
ence, re-calling her first meeting
vetoed by Governor Tom Wolfe. A
25-million increase was salvaged with school officials. “From the
time I walked in the door and met
during budget negotiations this
with the principal, I felt like a burpast une.
den was lifted.”
Secretary DeVos also spoke
“I have to make sure they get the
about a proposed initiative of
quality
education that I know they
the United States Department of
Education, the Education Freedom deserve; not only my children, but
everyone else’s kids,” McClenton
Scholarship Program. Introduced
in the House and Senate, the EFS said. “These kids are our future.
I want my kids to succeed, to be
program is along the same lines
better than me.
I thank God for
the programs
that help with
the tuition,
because if
it wasn’t for
that help, they
wouldn’t be
here.”
Secretary DeVos said even
Bishop Ronald Gainer interacts with students, including
Kaseem Roland, as they use technology in the classroom.
more families
By
e al o

o
e
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United States Secretary of Education meets with
Evelyn Morrow.

oined by sons oshua, left, and Christian, right,
Thalia McClenton talks about the importance of
education freedom and scholarships.

could be helped through the
Education Freedom Scholarship Program.
“Pennsylvania would be
beneficiaries if every state
participated and all the contributions were made to that
5 billion cap. Pennsylvania
would be receiving about
156-million annually to add
to the programs and the opportunities that you already
created for families here,”
she said.
“School choice is a difficult
topic to discuss today,” said
Sean McAleer, Education
Pennsylvania Speaker of the House Mike Turzai
Director of the Pennsylvania
talks to a’Tore ackson, Andrew Nguyen and
Cathoilc Conference. “There
GianHan Thai about their classroom lessons.
are many individuals that oppose giving parents options for
their children in K-12 education.
irector of the Penns l ania
Often, the school choice message
Catholic Conference. isit
gets twisted by our opponents.
www.pacatholic.org for information
The single message school choice
and to oin its ad ocac network.
stands for is ‘putting children first’
isit www.ed.go freedom to learn
in all educational decision making.” more about the ducation
l no a is the Communications
reedom Scholarships proposal.
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Cathedral Parishioners Serve at Food
Bank as Part of ‘Mercy Matters’ Activity
By e

ee

The atholic Witness
In a service activity for Hunger Action Month,
more than 20 parishioners from the Cathedral
Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg volunteered at
the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank on Sept. 11,
amassing 42 service hours for the organization.
The service project was an activity of the parish’s
Mercy Matters Committee. Established early last
year, the committee’s mission is “to educate, plan,
organize and engage parishioners in the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy and respond to current social needs” and build relationships with local outreach ministries.
Following an overview of the effort the food
bank undertakes to distribute food – especially
fresh and healthy items – to people in 27 counties, parishioners worked in the 75,000-squarefoot warehouse. Divided into groups, they counted
and sorted stacks of 100 mesh bags for produce,

bagged cobs of corn, and sorted and boxed cabbage heads and broccoli clusters.
Amy Hill, Director of Community Engagement
and Advocacy at the Central Pennsylvania Food
Bank, and a member of the Cathedral Parish, told
fellow parishioners that 8 million Pennsylvanians
struggle with food insecurity. This doesn’t necessarily mean they are in danger of starvation, but
rather have anxiety about where their next meal
will come from, she said.
“The goal of the Mercy Matters Committee is to
educate our parishioners and activate them, to get
them involved in the Works of Mercy,” said Daniel
Reisteter, committee chair and a member of the
food bank’s board.
“Feeding the hungry is a Corporal Work of Mercy,
and the Cathedral Parish is a partner agency of the
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank, so this effort was
a natural fit,” he said.
The committee hosted a presentation on human
trafficking in May, and
one on immigration in
August. Reisteter said
future
presentations
on prison ministry, the
death penalty and other
social justice topics are
being discussed.
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Sarah Copley bags corn from a box of produce at the
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. More than 20 members
of the Cathedral Parish volunteered there on Sept. 11.

Holy Family Radio October Pledge Drive

Patrick Keating and Denise Williams work together to box broccoli for distribution. The
food bank distributes food to hungry people in 27 counties.

Holy Family Radio, a listener-supported apostolate and the only Catholic
radio station in the Diocese of Harrisburg, is rolling out a new format for its
October pledge drive.
“We’ve decided to have a silent pledge drive,” said Betty Girven, president
of the Board of Directors of the ministry, which traditionally holds a three-day
on-air pledge drive in the fall.
This year, Holy Family Radio is holding a month-long October event and dedicating it to Mary and the month of the Rosary. Supporters may select any day
during the month of October and send in their pledge drive donation.
Donations can be made on-line at www.720whyf.com or to Holy Family Radio, Inc., PO Box 6028, Lancaster, PA 17607-6028.

Diocese of Harrisburg Women’s Conference
1

-

Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker: Helen Alvaré

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Knights of Columbus Council 1426 from Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg
presented a check for 5,000 to Lourdeshouse, Catholic Charities’ residential program that provides services and maternity care for women and their babies. The
check presentation was made at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg on Sept. 10.
From left are council members Richie Carlin, Tom Reeder and oe Bonhage; Renee
Campbell from Lourdeshouse; Dr. Mark Totaro, CEO of Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Harrisburg; council member Bob Tokar; Chris Meehan, Development
Director of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg; and council member acob Vanier. For more information on Lourdeshouse and other services of Catholic
Charities, visit www.cchbg.org.

Workshop Sessions ~
Confession ~
Eucharistic Adoration ~
Praise and Worship ~
Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass ~
Lunch ~ Vendors

Women of Light

Register online and find more information at
For general information,
contact Jim Gontis at
jgontis@hbgdiocese.org
or 717-657-4804,
ext. 227.

Sisters in Christ
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN
OCTOBER 12, 2019

BISHOP McDEVITT HIGH SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE E-MAIL JGONTIS@HBGDIOCESE.ORG — CALL 717-657-4804 Ext. 227 — VISIT: WWW.HBGDIOCESE.ORG/WOMEN
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Religious Education Back in Session
Parish religious education programs are back in session welcoming
students with pra er discussion and hands on acti ities as the
continue to learn about the faith. number of parishes shared photos
with The Catholic Witness. ook for a slideshow of these and
additional photos on the iocese s acebook page
www. acebook.com ioceseofHarrisburg.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Lebanon

Our Lady of Mercy, Catawissa

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Marysville

St. Aloysius, Littlestown

Sacred Heart of esus, Lewisburg
St. oseph, Hanover

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Lancaster

Divine Redeemer, Mount Carmel

St. Theresa, New Cumberland

Capital Area Religious Education, Harrisburg

St. oseph, Mechanicsburg

Christ the King, Benton

6 - The Catholic WITNESS • September 27, 2019

A H

I

S H

S

Education Conference Focuses on
Transformation of Hearts and Minds

By e ee
The atholic Witness

Transformation of hearts
and minds to Christ was
the motivating refrain at
this year’s Diocesan Education Conference, springing forth from the keynote
address, the liturgy and
workshop sessions.
The annual conference
gathers Catholic school
educators for a period of
refreshment and renewal
at the start of the school
year. This year’s conference was Sept. 18 at Bishop McDevitt High School in
Harrisburg.
The day opened with a
keynote address on “The
Transformative Power of
Service” by Deacon Rodrigue Mortel, M.D. He
serves at St. oan of Arc
Parish in Hershey, as Direc-

tor of the Missions Office
for the Archdiocese of
Baltimore, and as founder
of The Mortel Family
Charitable Foundation.
The foundation supports
the operational costs of
a preschool, elementary
school and high school for
economically deprived children in St. Marc, Haiti.
In his address, Deacon Mortel spoke of how
his efforts in Haiti have
transformed his life and
the lives of 565 American
adults and children who
have served there.
“There is a clear difference between a job, a career and a calling,” he told
the crowd of some 1,000
Catholic school educators.
“A job employs paid
employment. A career is
what happens as a person

Victoria Lang of the Bishop McDevitt High School Choir leads the
congregation in song during the
celebration of Mass.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Priests concelebrate Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer for educators at the
annual Diocesan Education Conference at Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

undertakes a series of jobs
over time. A career carries
with it a sense of increasing experience and often a
reward. But a calling lends
what we do to a larger
community, our contribution to the common good,”
he said. “It is possible that
one may not have a job,
one may not have a career.
But because every one of
us is created for a purpose,
every one of us will be
called one or more times
during our lifetime.”
Since the creation of The
Mortel Family Charitable

Deacon Rodrigue Mortel delivers
his keynote address.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Foundation and its work in
Haiti 22 years ago, he has
enjoyed “the taste of hap-

piness” and the rewards of
“giving myself away in a
ON

N

, continued on

2019 Recognition Ceremony
20 ear eac ers
David Ferdock
St. Columba School
loomsburg
Heidi Miller
ood Shepherd School
Camp Hill
Shannon Root
ood Shepherd School
Camp Hill

Belinda Super
Corpus Christi School
Chambersburg
Rose Marie Purcell
ur ad of ourdes egion
al School Coal Township
Denise Bortner
St. rancis a ier School
ett sburg

Karen Berry
St. Patrick School Carlisle

Kim Reiner
St. rancis a ier School
ett sburg

Andrea Moore
Corpus Christi School
Chambersburg

Kathleen Sullivan
St. argaret ar School
Harrisburg

Amy Fetterhoff
Corpus Christi School
Chambersburg

MaryAnn Bonn
St. Joan of rc School
Hershe

Ellen Rose
Corpus Christi School
Chambersburg

Irene DeSolis
St. eo the reat School
ohrerstown

Kelly Mastrogiovanni
St. eo the reat School
ohrerstown

Angela Roos
St. Theresa School
ew Cumberland

Art Bamert
ancaster Catholic
High School

Rebekah Sanders
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
cSherr stown Conewago

Karla elonek
Hol Trinit School ork

Priscilla Kegel
ancaster Catholic
High School

Suzanne Kornacki
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
cSherr stown Conewago
odi Wilson
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
cSherr stown Conewago
oanne Lain
St. Teresa of Calcutta School
cSherr stown Conewago
anice Costello
St. Joseph School
echanicsburg

MaKathy Donley
Trinit High School Camp Hill
Steve Gotwols
Trinit High School Camp Hill
Angela Heinick
Trinit High School Camp Hill
Scott Root
Trinit High School Camp Hill
Eric Mark
ishop c e itt High
School Harrisburg
eff Weachter
ishop c e itt High
School Harrisburg

ill Grosh
ancaster Catholic
High School

rederick . Noel
Distinguis ed ducator
ard
Anne Bleistine
ancaster Catholic
High School

sgr. eorge . entoc a
ission
ard

ur ad of the ngels
School Columbia
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Lebanon Catholic Honors
First Responders,
Students in EMT Program
By e ee
The atholic Witness

Observing the 18th anniversary
of 9 11 and praying for the lives

Cindy Schnelly and her
granddaughter Caitlyn Worhach
display their patriotism on the
anniversary of 9 11.

onference
From page

spirit of detachment.”
“As Christians, we are
indeed called to give of
ourselves in love as esus
did,” Deacon Mortel said.
“We must constantly remind ourselves that Christianity is not about earthy
reward. Our only reward as
Christians is eternal life in
heaven.”
He encouraged the crowd
of Catholic school teachers and principals to be
transformed by the power
of serving others, so that
they might stir the hearts
and minds of students to
do the same.
“My hope is that you will
go out and serve,” he said.
“If you try something and
don’t find it working, try
something else, but use
every service experience
to learn and affirm something.”
Bishop Gainer imparted
a message of the transformative power of the
teachings of Christ and the
Church in his homily during
Mass, which was concelebrated by nearly a dozen

lost that day, the Lebanon Catholic
School community welcomed first
responders to a Blue Mass to pray
for their safety and express gratitude for their service.
Father Robert Gillelan, pastor of Assumption BVM Parish in
Lebanon and principal celebrant,
blessed St. Michael prayer cards
that were distributed to the honored guests, and sprinkled first
responder vehicles with holy water.
During the Mass, Deb Waters,
school principal, also recognized
seven Lebanon Catholic students
participating in an EMT class as
part of a co-op with ELCO High
School in Myerstown. At the
completion of the program, the
students will be eligible to take the
National Registry of EMTs’ certification exam for a Pennsylvania
Emergency Medical Technician
certification, with the ability to
practice medicine as EMTs in the
state.

priests.
Re ecting on the day’s
First Reading (1 Timothy
14-16) and the verse
“undeniably great is the
Mystery,” he reminded
the educators that they
are charged with teaching
much more than facts and
figures.
“The context of Catholic
formation and education
rests on the mystery of our
salvation in the person and
in the saving work of esus
Christ,” Bishop Gainer
said.
“This is the great mystery that we have come
to embrace, that we’ve
allowed to transform our
lives, and that we want to
impart to those we serve,”
he said. “No matter what
discipline, no matter what
subject, no matter what
programs, no matter what
aspect of school life you
are in charge of or involved
in, it’s all about this undeniably great mystery. It’s all
connected because of the
person of the living, risen
esus Christ who is in our
midst.”
While students understand facts, they can fail to
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A member of the
Borough of Cleona’s
Police Department joins
fellow first responders
for the Blue Mass at
Lebanon Catholic School.

The students will gain
certification in CPR, hazardous materials awareness and the National
Incident Management
System, and participate
in a field internship
program, which requires
them to complete a
minimum of 6 hours
of time on a local ambulance and participate in
patient care under the
supervision of a certiLebanon Catholic School sophomore Nolan Harner
fied EMT or paramedic. receives Holy Communion during the Blue Mass.

be transformed by the
truths of the Church,
Bishop Gainer said.
Teachers can help students “by being an illustration of that process
– not just knowing the
truths and being able
to impart them in the
wonderful lessons that
you give – but being an
example…a witness to
esus Christ,” he said.
In a series of separate
sessions, Daniel Breen,
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Diocesan Secretary for
Catholic
school
educators
peruse
some
of
the nearly 50 vendors and
Education and Superexhibitors
at
the
conference.
intendent of Schools,
for new ways of doing
spoke to elementary,
He encouraged the
middle and high school
educators, “Take what
things; and to think differeducators. Breen joined
Deacon Mortel said today
ently.
the Diocesan Education
and internalize it. Take
“Enrollment is everyone’s
Department in uly, and
what Bishop Gainer said
business,” Breen said.
plans to visit all 8 Dioctoday and internalize it.
“We’re all in the business
esan Catholic schools by
Put it into your practices…. of retaining students in
Thanksgiving.
Students learn by doing.
our schools, enrolling new
“I don’t think there has
Give them authentic work
students in our schools.
been a time where Catholic in service.”
We’re all involved in the
education was more imporBreen said his expectalifeblood of the school and
tant than today,” he said.
tions for Catholic school
delivering its mission…. I
“We have to go from talk- educators are to work to
am in it with you. I will be
ing the talk to walking the
bring students into the
walk,” he said of growing
schools and retain them; to working with the schools
for whatever it takes to adand strengthening the Dio- develop and deepen their
cese’s schools, which curprayer life and professional vance the mission of what
rently enroll some 11,000
development; to do simple we’re doing as schools that
students.
stand for Christ.”
things well; to share ideas
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‘40 Days for Life’ in York Opens with Mass
at Newly-Renovated St. Patrick Church
By e ee
The atholic Witness
The 40 Days for Life campaign – a
peaceful and prayerful demonstration for the sanctity of human life and
an end to abortion – got underway
in cities and towns throughout the
country this week, with members of
the pro-life community taking to prayer,
vigil at abortion clinics and community
outreach.
In York, this year’s campaign began
with a solemn Mass celebrated by
Bishop Ronald Gainer on Sept. 22 at
St. Patrick Church. The celebration of
Mass, followed by pro-life testimony
during a kick-off dinner, bolstered the
faithful in their advocacy for life.
In his homily, the bishop re ected on
the Parable of the Unjust Steward, and
said the day’s Gospel (Luke 16 1-1 )
holds a message for the pro-life movement.
In the parable, the unjust steward
takes action to ensure a better future
after squandering his master’s property.
esus advises us to see everything
as a gift, Bishop Gainer said. “Therefore, we see ourselves as stewards of
all we have. The parable of the dishonest steward could be related to each of
us – not that we are dishonest – but
that we are stewards of our master’s
property and to the care of his goods.”
“This parable has a great application to the pro-life movement and for
all of us,” the bishop remarked. “Are
we all doing everything we can do? Are
we acting as prudently as we possibly
can to ensure the future of life for the
unborn?”
The 40 Days for Life campaign takes
its name from the 40-day periods God
used to transform individuals, communities and the entire world, from Noah
in the ood and Moses on the mountain, to the disciples after Christ’s
Resurrection.
Father Keith Carroll, pastor of St.
Patrick Parish, welcomed the congregation, which also celebrated the
re-opening of the church that day
following three months of renovations,

The congregation fills the newly-renovated St. Patrick Church in York. The Sept. 22 Mass was the first
Mass in the church since une.

including refurbished and newly upholstered pews and altar furnishings,
as well as new lighting, ooring and a
heating and cooling system.
“It’s fitting that we have the 40 Days
for Life opening Mass with our bishop

on the very day that we have the first
Mass after the interior renewal of our
parish. Because the church building
is a shelter,” Father Carroll said. “It’s
a place where we seek guidance and
strength to help us on our journey. It is
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Father Keith Carroll, pastor of St. Patrick
Parish, joins in the Entrance Procession.

important to us as Catholics to uphold
the dignity of every human person
from the moment of conception to that
of natural death. And so I invite us to
continue to pray for that special ministry for us, to protect the most vulnerable in our society.”

articipate in
40 Days for ife
For information on 40 Days for
Life vigils and activities in the
Diocese, and to connect
to local efforts, visit
www.40daysforlife.com.
ambersburg agersto n
Contact eff Myers
717-870-5181,
jeffreymy yahoo.com
arrisburg
Contact Kathy O’Donnell
Harrisburg40days gmail.com
ancaster
Contact Tom Ramsbottom
717-468- 822,
tramsbottom 54 comcast.net

Becky Biter, an pro-life advocate, speaks about post-abortion
ministry during a dinner to kick off 40 Days for Life.

A woman and child are
re ected in this photo
of worshipers gathered
for the Mass to begin
the 40 Days of Life
campaign in York.

ebanon
Contact Lucy at 717-926-4075
Or Sandra at 717-265-6870
ork
Contact Tom Evans
717-999-4025,
tomevans54 comcast.net
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Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
Celebrating a Century of Contributions in Danville

By S ste Be
ette
e
s SS
Special to The Witness
The Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius, founded in
1909 in Scranton, Pa., had
searched for 10 years for
a permanent home for the
growing number of Sisters
in their congregation. The
Sisters learned of a property
for sale in Danville in November 1918. Father Thomas F. .
Dougherty was pastor of St.
oseph Parish in Danville and
was able to help the Sisters
with information about the
property.
The estate consisted of
a 44-room home, stables,
barns, greenhouses, a
farmhouse and a liveryman’s
house on 187 acres of land.
Known as “Castle Grove,”
the mansion had been built
in 1867 by ohn Grove, Sr.,
for his two sons, Michael and
ohn Grove, r. After the death
of the estate’s next owners,
Caroline Grove Bennett and
ohn Bennett, the estate was
abandoned in 1905. ust
after the end of World War I,
ohn’s second wife listed the
property for sale. On une 7,
1919, the sale to the Sisters
of Saints Cyril and Methodius
was made final. The estate
had been abandoned for 14
years and needed a significant amount of attention. The
Sisters moved to Danville

and teachers, directors and
teachers of religious education and even pastoral assistant for the parish.
Begun in 1977 as the
Villa Preschool and moved
in 1999 from the Villa to the
St. Cyril Academy building,
the St. Cyril Preschool and
Kindergarten is a Catholic
environment which provides
very young children a firm
foundation upon which to
build their education. Classroom work and activities are
structured to tap the greatest
potential of the students. The
Summer Stage program for
children 5-12 continues the
Academy’s well-earned tradition of excellence in theater.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE
CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald
Gainer and several
priests concelebrate
Holy Mass for the
100th anniversary of
the Sisters of Sts.
Cyril and Methodius
in Danville on Sept.
15.

ealt

knowing they had a great
deal of work ahead of them
but were overjoyed by a place
to call their own.
When a family moves to
a city, town or borough, its
members spend some time
determining how they can
become part of the community’s life and make a
significant contribution to
their new home. Since the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius arrived in Danville
in 1919, we have endeavored to become a part of the
community and to share our

Sisters Barbara Sable and eanne Ambre share their musical
talents during the 100th anniversary Mass on Sept. 15.

Sister Michael Ann Orlik, SS.C.M.,
General Superior of the Sisters of
Saints Cyril and Methodius, joins in
singing the opening hymn.

time, talents and expertise in
a variety of ways, notably in
education, health care and
spirituality.

ducation
Our first successful venture
in 1920 was the establishment of an elementary school
housed in Castle Grove, the
building on the property we
had purchased. The Slovak
Girl’s Academy for boarding
and day students eventually moved from the Villa to
a building constructed for
just that purpose, later to be
called St. Cyril Academy. Until
1999, the Academy educated
thousands of young women,
instilling the attitude of generous self-giving contained
in the school motto “Enter to
learn; leave to serve.”
For much of the 77-year history of St. Cyril Academy, theater was the tool for reaching
out to people. Beginning with
adult shows at Christmas and
Easter and Traveling Adult
Theater for 10 years, in later
years the students were annually directed in children’s
theater, performing a musical play for busloads of area
elementary school students.
Even today, those studentsturned-adults happily remember the joy of seeing Cinderella or Snow White or Winnie
the Pooh performed in the
darkened auditorium. In addition, the Raggedy Ann Players
Traveling Theater performed
more than 500 shows in their
25-year history of entertaining children.
Before translating became
a digital exercise, the international students of the
Academy were often asked
to translate for the Geisinger
Medical Center when patients

are

Our health care facilities
are a boon to the Danville
area. It all began March 19,
1962, when Maria oseph
Manor opened as a home
for the aging. Today, Maria
oseph Continuing Care
Community offers, according
to the mission statement,
“a welcoming and secure
environment, where the lives
of senior adults and their
families are enhanced with
compassionate and professional care.”
The Meadows has 100 onestory cottages and three sets
of four, one-story town house
units in Trinity Terrace.

from Haiti, the Dominican
Republic, Mexico or other
Central American countries
needed to be understood.
Opening in 1971 and continuing through 2005, the
Villa Conservatory of Music
was the place to learn piano.
From 1977 to 1992, the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius taught at St.
oseph School in Danville.
Taking up where our Sisters,
Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary (IHM) predecessors left off, the Sisters
filled the roles of principal

More

, page 10

Worshipers pass by an image of
Saints Cyril and Methodius at the
Basilica in Danville. Born in present-day Greece in the early 800s,
the brothers were theologians
and missionaries who in uenced
the religious and cultural development of the Slavic people.

Bishop Ronald Gainer receives
the gifts of bread and wine from
Sisters Martina Hanrahan and
Brigid Fasiang.
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Mass in Swahili Draws 250 Worshipers for
New Ministry to East African Catholics
By e ee
e Ca ol
ness
Ever since Father Deogratias
Rwegasira’s arrival for ministry
in the Diocese of Harrisburg
five years ago, the Tanzanianborn priest has hoped and
prayed for a regular Mass in
Swahili for Catholics native to
East Africa.
During his ten years of service in the Diocese of Allentown, Father Deo – a member
of the Congregation of the
Apostles of esus – celebrated
such a Mass, and has wanted
to bring one to Lancaster since
being assigned as chaplain at
Lancaster General Hospital.

On Sept. 22, Father Deo’s
prayer was answered, as
he celebrated the first of a
monthly Mass in Swahili at
St. oseph Church. Swahili is
considered a bridge language
for the several hundred tribes
of people in East Africa, and is
the official language of Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
More than 250 worshipers
attended the Mass, which is
thought to be the first-ever
Mass in Swahili celebrated
in the Diocese of Harrisburg.
People came from Harrisburg,
Allentown, New ersey and
Maryland for the celebration,

which featured an adult choir
from Norristown, Pa., and a
new youth choir from Lancaster with whom Father Deo
has been working for future
celebrations of the liturgy.
“I have always prayed to have
this ministry here,” Father
Deo told The Catholic Witness.
“The way the Holy Spirit works,
members of the Order of Malta
here in Lancaster were helping families who came here
from East Africa, and they
approached me to ask how
we could bring these families
together.”
“What you see is just the
beginning,” Father Deo said of
the attendance, the
spirited Mass and
the joyous gathering
of food, music and
dance that followed.
He was overjoyed
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Members of a choir of East African youth from Lancaster provide entertainment
at a reception after Mass.

isters

Continued from 9

The community center in
the midst of the cottages
includes an on-site beauty
parlor, wood shop, pool table,
exercise room, computer lab,
a dining room and sunroom.
Maria oseph Manor Assisted
Living Community offers
senior adults compassionate
and professional personal
care. The skilled care facility, Emmanuel Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, adds
to our continuum of care. The
Nazareth Memory Center, a
secure Assisted Living community, is devoted to individuals with Alzheimer’s or
related dementias. Specialized activities are provided
for cognitive stimulation and
spiritual growth.
Since 1970, Maria Hall has
been the home for our “retired” Sisters of Saints Cyril
and Methodius, and for more
than 15 years, a residential
hospice unit on the fourth
oor, administered initially
by Columbia-Montour Home
Health and Hospice, has

welcomed the dying and their
families into our home. Maria
Hall is also home to Sisters
from four other religious communities The Danville Carmelites, the Good Shepherd
Sisters, the Contemplative
Good Shepherd Sisters, and
the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur.
An integral part of health
care is chaplaincy, and the
Sisters of Saints Cyril and
Methodius have ministered
over the years in pastoral
care not only in our facilities
at Maria oseph Manor and
Emmanuel Center, but in the
Geisinger Medical Center and
the Danville State Hospital.
pirituality
Villa Sacred Heart has been
recognized and utilized as
a place for religious gatherings and events since 1909,
especially since the dedication of the Motherhouse
Chapel-turned Basilica of
Saints Cyril and Methodius in
19 9. Formally established in
1999, an important sponsored ministry of the congregation today is the St. Cyril

to see couples in attendance
for whom he celebrated the
Sacrament of Marriage ten
years ago, and during the
reception after Mass, joined
the youth choir in playing the
bongos.
“We begin this Mass as a
new ministry, to help bring
these people back to the
Church,” he said. “Many of
them, when they came to the
United States, went to other
denominations that were having services in their language.
But now, they are coming back
to the Catholic faith, coming
home.”
The Mass in Swahili
will be celebrated on
the second Sunday of
the month at 4 p.m. at
St. oseph Church in
Lancaster, beginning in
November.

Father Deogratias Rwegasira, A , supports the
youth choir on percussion.

Spiritual Center. The center’s
mission statement presents
its purpose “Within a serene
setting of natural beauty, the
center offers retreats, spiritual direction and a quiet place
for individuals or hosted
groups ‘so that the Gospel
vision of the Kingdom may be
fulfilled in us and in those we
serve.’” The center provides
access to the Basilica of
Saints Cyril and Methodius; a
perpetual adoration chapel;
a hermitage; a Chartres-style
labyrinth; a library containing
religious books, audio tapes
and videos; and overnight
accommodations for up to 90
persons.
Programs and retreats
annually include personal
or group retreats, silent and
directed retreats, guided or
preached retreats, re ection
days during Advent and Lent,
and spiritual direction.
In recent years, the spiritual center has been able
to share our facilities with
other denominations for
their spiritual and educational activities. The Society

A boy examines the
congregation of worshipers
around him.

Missionary Sisters of the Most Precious
Blood, from Shillington, Pa., lend their
voices to the choir.

Discalced Carmelite Sister Angela Pikus receives Holy Communion
from Bishop Ronald Gainer. The Discalced Carmelites are one of
four religious communities who live at the Sisters of Cyril and Methodius’ Maria Hall in Danville.

of the Holy Trinity, Lutheran
pastors, hold their yearly
retreat at the spiritual center. Methodist women also
make their retreat here. The
Stevenson School of Ministry
comes regularly to provide
classes for men and women
discerning the diaconate or
priesthood in the Episcopal
Church. Men’s and women’s
Tres ias and the women’s
Tres ias iesta group spend
weekends here. Tres ias is a

three-day intensive Christian
retreat experience similar
to the Cursillo program. Our
ecumenical outreach has
brought us many blessings.
uc to ention
No doubt many things have
been missed in this litany. We
have been and continue to be
part of the fabric of Danville.
Our 100-year home has been
good to us, as we have tried to
be good for it.
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Diocese of Harrisburg’s Red Mass
October 7 at 5:30 p.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be the principal celebrant.
Priests of the Diocese of Harrisburg will concelebrate.

At the Red Mass, law students, lawyers, judges, lawmakers, and
public officials gather together to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance in their pursuit of justice. The Red Mass originated in medieval England at the time of King Edward I, when the twelve judges
of the High Court attended Mass as a group on the opening day of
the judicial calendar. Today, the Red Mass coincides with the time
period in which the U.S. Supreme Court begins its new term.

Sponsored by the Saint Thomas More Society of Central Pennsylvania, an organization of Catholic lawyers.
All are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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A series of profiles on clergy and religious

at er onat an a icki
ometo n Atlas, Pa.
ducation: St. Mary’s School in
Kulpmont, Holy Spirit School in Mount
Carmel, Our Lady of Lourdes High
School in Coal Township, St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary in Overbrook,
Pa., and Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
in Emmitsburg, Md.
ssignment Director of the Diocesan
Office of Vocations

ell me a little about your c ild ood.
I’m the youngest of five kids. I have two
brothers and two sisters. My parents, Frank
and Mary Sawicki, are married 50 years in
October. I grew up in Atlas, Pa., right outside
of Mount Carmel. My home parish is Divine
Redeemer Parish in Mount Carmel. Previous
to the formation of Divine Redeemer in
1995, I was baptized and was an altar
server at St. Paul’s Chapel in Atlas.
W en did you rst become
interested in t e priest ood
There is not one moment – I don’t think –
that I can pinpoint and say “This is when I
want to be a priest.” I grew up in a Catholic
home. Not fanatically Catholic; we didn’t
kneel down around the family room and
pray the Rosary every night, we just tried to
live the faith in an everyday manner. Always
grace before meals, always Mass on Sunday.
My parents were active at the church, so
if there was something that needed to be
done, we did it, because that’s just what you
did. My grandparents would go to church. I
went to Catholic grade school at St. Mary’s
in Kulpmont, Holy Spirit in Mount Carmel
and Our Lady of Lourdes High School, where
I graduated in 2001.
There were good examples of priests, there
were good examples of parish life. In a small
town where a lot of people are Catholic, the
church is the center of not just a worshiping
life, but also of the social life.
A couple of things that stick out in my mind,
whether it’s preparation for first Holy Communion and Sister Adrian running through
practice with us, or Father avier hearing
my first Confession, being an altar server for
Father Romulus. These were just everyday
examples, and it was something very normal
and very healthy; just something that you
did.
I remember the day that my grandmother
died. My maternal grandmother was staying
with us. My mom woke me up very early in
the morning and, with tears in her eyes, said,
“Granny died last night.” I started crying, as
we all were. I walked down the steps, and
the first person I saw sitting in the chair was
Granny’s pastor, Father Dan. What I remember seeing he was wearing his black robe,
his bedroom slippers and pajamas. It was
so early in the morning, he just put his robe
on and he came over to say the Prayers for
the Dead. My grandmother was Byzantine
Catholic, and so he gave those blessings
over the recently-deceased body. I remember that giving me a lot of consolation.
These are some of those things, right after
you make your first Communion, and a year

later your grandmother passes and you see
the Eucharist, you see the priesthood in a
different light. I think that’s something that
stuck with me throughout growing up as an
adolescent. Then in high school, everybody
is asking, “What do want to be when you
grow up?” Publicly, I told people I wanted to
be a history teacher because I love history,
and my mom was a teacher. Privately, I kept
it to myself but that thought of being a priest
just really didn’t go away.
o
ould you encourage a young
person to pursue t eir ocation
What I would recommend most of all is,
number one, prayer. Prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament if you are able to make
a visit to your church, and also pray the
Rosary. That was something I did throughout
high school. Also, talk to another person. I
spoke with my high school chaplain, I spoke
with seminarians when they were on summer assignment at my parish. I never said, “I
want to be a priest,” but I asked all the other
questions around that.
ell me about your seminary experience.
Graduating high school in 2001 from
Lourdes, I went to St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary. I remember going to sleep that
night with the lights from Lankenau Hospital
just blaring inside the window. The place
was not air-conditioned so you had to keep
the window open just to get the fresh air. I
remember going to sleep and saying, “What
am I doing here? What the heck am I doing?” The next morning, you wake up and it’s
hot in the chapel, but OK. You’re thrust into
seminary formation. I remember going to
bed also thinking, “7 00 Morning Prayer followed by Mass? Are you kidding me?” I was
not much of a morning person at the time.
But you get through it.
W at are t e fa orite aspects
of your ministry
In 2006, I received a phone call from
Father LaVoie former Diocesan Director
of Vocations that Bishop Rhoades was
interested in me going to Mexico to study
Spanish. I had no idea why I was being
asked. I didn’t know what the bishop was
thinking, because multicultural ministry just
wasn’t in my purview. I went to Mexico for
two months, picked up a little Spanish. In
2007, I was assigned to St. Mary’s in York as
a seminarian, where I got to work with the
Spanish community a little bit, and in 2008,
I was assigned with Father Bernardo Pistone
as a deacon in Gettysburg…. He was able to
stretch me out of my own skin, and I found
out how beautiful the Spanish community
was. I spent a year as a deacon and three

years as a priest in Gettysburg, working with
Father Pistone.
In March of 2012, I first got the hint that I
might be a pastor of a bilingual parish, and I
was assigned where I spent seven very, very,
very happy years at Immaculate Conception
in York. The parish was half English, half
Spanish. So one of the greatest surprises of
the joy in my priesthood has been working
with the Spanish community – just their
faith, being a father figure to them through
difficulties.
I also really enjoyed working in the high
school. I spent three years at Delone
Catholic, and I worked the first miracle of my
priesthood when I switched allegiances to
York Catholic, where I spent wonderful years
working as the chaplain. Working as a chaplain in a high school setting was a challenge
because kids are kids, but the blessing is
when you’re able to help them go through
difficult moments or help them understand
the faith that they could so easily reject.
Now I see the fulfillment where I’m doing
weddings of the students I was chaplain for.
That’s a real blessing.
ell us somet ing fun about you,
or an interesting fact.
When it comes to fun, unknown facts, as
my spiritual director once said, “You’re no

shrinking violet.” But I do love history, especially local history, local Church history, the
history of the Eastern Churches in the United
States.
Most people know I was very active in Boy
Scouting, and as Vocation Director I often
thought of making it mandatory that every
one of our seminarians go through National
Leadership Seminar or unior Leadership
Training Seminar. If you could be a Senior
Patrol Leader of a Boy Scout troop, you could
run a parish. You have the leadership capabilities, you have the delegation, you can
spot who can do what. If you cannot organize a bake sale, you’re not going to be able
to organize a parish. But if you can do that,
your parish will be just fine. A little-known
fact, I suppose, is that I read things through
two lenses Boy Scouts and history.
It was a program that was very formative for
me. I worked at a Boy Scout camp for eight
summers in the northern tier of our Diocese, Camp Karoondinha, which is in God’s
country west of Lewisburg. True story often
times in anuary or February, I will have a
dream where I’m at Camp Karoondinha leading song time. I think that’s the body and
psychology telling me subliminal messages,
“You need sunshine, and you need to get
away from the stress of parish life to happier
times, more carefree times.”

Saint Spotlight
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Compiled b ngela . rsini
Miguel Austin Pro uarez was born on anuary 1 , 1891, in Guadalupe, Mexico. He was
fun-loving and a practical joker but very spiritual and devoted to Christ the King and Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Two of his sisters entered the convent and Miguel recognized that he
had a vocation to the priesthood. He entered the esuit novitiate on August 10, 1911.
At this time, outlaws like Pancho Villa began to pillage towns, turn churches into
stables and parade horses in church vestments. In August 1914, the seminary was
attacked and partially destroyed. When the strife eased, the seminarians were ordered
to the United States and Miguel arrived in Los Gatos, California. In 1915, he and 15
companions sailed for Granada, Spain.
Miguel suffered from stomach ulcers and began to become sympathetic with the sufferings of others. He was ordained on August 1, 1925. “I could not keep back tears on
the day of my ordination, above all at the moment when I pronounced, together with the
bishop the words of Consecration….I went to my room, laid out all the photographs of
my family on the table and then blessed them from the bottom of my heart.”
By the summer of 1926, he was sent back to Mexico for health reasons. When he
arrived in Mexico, persecutions had become severe and there were many coups.
President Plutarco Elias Calles waged a fierce persecution of Catholics, killing 150
martyr priests from 1926-1929, confiscating church property, restricting public worship,
dissolving religious orders, prohibiting priests from wearing clerical garb and making all
education atheistic.
Pope Pius I ordered the Church to go underground. On uly 21, the Feast of St.
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the esuits, Father Pro celebrated his last public Mass. It
is said that a brilliant light surrounded his entire body and his face, hands and vestments shown so brightly that those in attendance could not look directly at him, then
he levitated.
In November 1927, Father Pro and his three brothers were arrested and, even with
solid alibis, condemned to death. On November 2 , 1927, Father Pro was led to his
execution and news reporters were invited to film the “cowardice” of the Catholics. Father Pro asked permission to pray, knelt down, blessed himself, kissed the crucifix in his
right hand and the Rosary in his left. He blessed the crowd and said to his executioners, “May God have mercy on you. May God bless you.” As the ri es were raised, Father
Miguel stretched out both arms in the form of a crucifix and said, “Viva Cristo Rey.” As
he lay riddled with bullets, the executioner shot him in the head just to make sure he
was dead. He was 6 years old. It is reported that 40,000 people lined his funeral
procession and 20,000 waited at the cemetery. He was beatified by Pope ohn Paul II
on September 25, 1988.
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The Art of Listening
By S ste e y Sc
t S
Special to The Witness

My last two articles were mostly stories and
then a sentence or two about the stories. You
might have wondered, “What the heck is Sister
doing? What is the point of this? Has she completely lost her mind?” Believe it or not, you
would not be the first person who thought so
The two stories I shared are stories that are
very close to my heart. Stories that make you
wonder and re ect. Stories that demand to be
told or to be read to by someone, rather than
just reading them. A good story told to us by
a skilled storyteller makes us actually listen.
Isn’t listening a lost art? In the age of social media, where everyone has something
to say about everything and everybody, deep
listening has, I believe, been forgotten. Don’t
get me wrong – having a voice is important.
Social media has allowed me to find my voice
By finding it, I have grown personally as well
as professionally. Before I began tweeting and
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blogging, I never thought I could be writing for a
newspaper Heck, I never thought I could write,
period Personally, I must admit that as I began
getting more deeply involved with social media,
my listening skills became, well, rusty. So, I now
endeavor on a series on listening. Here goes.
According to Kay Lindahl, author of The Sa
cred rt of istening1, listening is “a creative
force.” When we are listened to by another, we
expand our perspectives, ideas come to life and
we grow. When we do not receive this gift from
another, something within us shrivels up and
dies.
Lindahl continues, “Listening well takes time,
and a readiness to slow down, to let go of personal expectations, judgments, boredom, selfassertiveness, defensiveness.… When people
experience the depth of being listened to like
this, they also begin to listen to others in the
same way.”
I know when I am stressed by the demands of
my job and someone with whom I work comes
into my office to “chat,” it often takes an act
of will to sit and listen to my visitor. However,
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the very act of sacrificing my
personal work expectations in
order to listen teaches me the
virtues of patience and charity.
By the mere act of sacrificing
my time to listen, I am showing that person what love
looks like. This can be an
act of holiness After all,
who doesn’t want to be
holy?
Lindahl, Kay. The Sacred
Art of Listening Forty Re ections for Cultivating a Spiritual Practice. SkyLight Paths
Pub., 2002. Pg. 11
1
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(Sister eral n Schmidt is the Wide rea
etwork Coordinator at the iocese of Harris
burg and the irector of ormation for Wi es
in the iaconate Program. n educator for
ears she is responsible for Professional
e elopment Programs for e er age learner.
Through her presentations she challenges
her audiences to be the indi idual od has
called them to be.)

St. Joseph Parish in York Invites Women
to Explore ‘Walking with Purpose’
‘Come and See’ Event is Oct. 26
Walking with Purpose, a fast-growing Catholic
women’s Bible study, invites women and parish
leaders throughout the Diocese of Harrisburg
to attend a “Learn about Walking with Purpose
Event” at St. oseph Parish in York, Oct. 26 at
9 a.m.
Meeting women where they are in a personal
and transformational way, Walking with Purpose Bible studies link women’s everyday challenges with the solutions found in the teachings of Christ and the Catholic Church. Walking
with Purpose parish programs are offered

throughout the United States in more than 45
parishes in 40 states. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, five parishes offer Walking with Purpose
Our Lady of Lourdes in Enola, St. Patrick in
Carlisle, St. ames in Lititz, St. oseph in York
and St. ohn Neumann in Lancaster.
Women and pastoral staff leaders seeking
to bring other women closer to Christ through
Scripture study and fellowship are invited to
attend the Walking with Purpose event at St.
oseph Parish. WWP leaders from local parishes will share their experiences of bringing

Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic Day of Dialogue

Division in Society, Division in the Church:
Healing and Hope for the 21st Century

the program to their parish, and WWP national
staff will explain the program’s discernment
process, leadership training and mentoring
support offered.
There is no charge for the event. To register,
visit www.wwp.today PA26. For more information, contact Laura White at laura.white
walkingwithpurpose.com.

GRAND ULTREYA

Monday, October 28 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Diocesan Center, Harrisburg
The LARC Day of Dialogue will focus on how Christians can respond to political and
theological division in society. Speakers include:
Dr. Maria Erling,
Professor of Modern Church History and Global Mission, United Lutheran Seminary
Mr. Eric Failing,
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
The Very Rev. Dr. Amy Doyle Welin,
Deacon of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral, Harrisburg
The day will include prayer according to the three LARC traditions, lunch, a panel discussion and
time for dialogue. Cost is $30 for an individual, $50 for two registrations from the same parish,
$20 each for three or more registrations from the same parish.

RSVP by Oct. 18 at www.hbgdiocese.org/larc

-

-

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - 9:15am
Main Celebrant - Bishop Ronald Gainer
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Rosary Sunday with the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual
Rosary, Oct. 6 at 3 p.m. at the Monastery Chapel on Lititz
Pike in Lancaster. Rosary, sermon, Benediction, blessing and
distribution of roses. Father Joseph Ambrose Eckinger, OP, STB,
monastery chaplain, will preach.
Evening of Prayer in honor of St. Therese, The Little Flower,
Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. at Annunciation BVM Church in McSherrystown.
Mass and reception for couples celebrating their
25th Wedding Anniversary, hosted by the Cumberland Perry
District Council of Catholic Women, Oct. 20 at 2 p.m. at St.
Theresa Church in New Cumberland. RSVP by Oct. 6. Contact
Stella at 717-766-3436 or theoldfolk@aol.com.
A Blue Mass for first responders and public safety employees, Sept. 28 at 5:30 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New
Cumberland. The congregation will pray for first responders
and their families and honor those who gave their lives for us.
Jericho Prayer March in conjunction with the 40 Days for
Life campaign, Sept. 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19 and 26, and Nov. 2
in Lebanon. March peacefully in silent prayer, singing hymns,
and praying for an end to abortion. Arrive between 10 a.m.
and noon at St. Mary’s Chapel at 8th and Cumberland Streets
to form groups. Directions, prayer sheets and banners provided. No need to register. Contact Lucy at 717-926-4075 or
Sandra at 717-265-6870.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey, Oct. 2 at
7 p.m. Spend an evening with the Lord in adoration, song,
meditation and praise, and feel his presence and mercy. A reception will be held immediately following in the cafeteria. For
more information, call 717-583-0240.
Public Rosary Rally, Oct. 13 in the grotto at St. Joan of Arc
Church in Hershey following 11:30 a.m. Mass. Event is in conjunction with the 22,000 Rosary Rallies across the country
honoring Our Lady’s message to the three Fatima children and
the Miracle of the Sun. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
with prayers led by adults and children. Folding chairs available. In case of rain, Rosary will be in the church.
Multi-Parish Rosary Congress, a week-long period of
around-the-clock prayer consisting of perpetual adoration
and hourly Rosary, offered in a spirit of reparation. Visit
http://www.rosarycongressusa.org. St. John the Baptist in
New Freedom, Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m.-Oct. 13 at 1 p.m.; St. Vincent de Paul in Hanover, Oct. 6 at 8:30 a.m.-Oct. 7 at 8:30
a.m.; St. Joseph in Hanover, Oct. 7 at 8:30 a.m.-Oct. 8 at
8:30 a.m.; St. Aloysius in Littlestown, Oct. 8 at 8:30 a.m.-Oct.
9 at 8:30 a.m.; Sacred Heart in Hanover, Oct. 9 from 8:30
a.m.-Oct. 10 at 8:30 a.m.; and Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Abbottstown, Oct. 12 from noon-5 p.m.
Mass for Healing from Addiction, St. Joseph Church in
York, Oct. 12 at 5 p.m. Mass will be offered at the parish’s
regular time of 5 p.m., followed by the Sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick. For more information, or to speak with a priest
about the Mass, contact the parish at 717-755-7503.
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Bible study, “Revelation: A Kingdom Yet to Come,” at Sacred Heart Basilica Parish Hall, Conewago, beginning Oct. 17
at 6:30 p.m. Cost is $25. Eleven-week study broken into five
weeks this fall, with the remaining six weeks in the spring.
Register by Oct. 10. Contact JoAnn at Sacred Heart Parish Office, 717-637-2721, or John Barrett at 717-633-1082.
“I Thirst” Prayer Community, Bible study on Oct. 9 and 16
at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of St. Joan of Arc, Hershey. Discuss
Scriptures about the Holy Spirit. Attend these meetings in
preparation for the group’s upcoming Life in the Spirit Seminar, Oct. 18, 19 and 23. All programs guided by Fatjer Modestus Ngwu, O.P. For information, call Lynn at 717-503-1600.
St. Joseph Parish in Danville, study and discussion group
on Dies Domini (“Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy”), apostolic letter by St. John Paul II, Oct. 6, 13, 20 and 27. Meet in St. Hubert
Hall after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Light lunch provided. Study is

PARISH NEWS
in conjunction with the parish’s 150th anniversary theme,
“Celebrating the Day of the Lord.” Contact Ellen Matragrano
at 570-275-0972 or ematra@ptd.net to register. Building is
handicap accessible.
An overview of the Theology of the Body offered as two
five-session series at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg,
Tuesdays Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 from 9-10:30 a.m. at the
parish office and Wednesdays Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 from
7-8:30 p.m. at Xavier Center. Contact Ann Marie Kalloz at
kalloz@comcast.net.
Companions in Hope monthly support group for survivors of suicide loss. If you have lost a child, spouse,
family member or friend to suicide, Companions in Hope
offers survivors a place to be heard and cared for with others who have suffered such loss, and find hope in Christ.
Meetings are the last Sunday of the month at 6 p.m. at St
Joseph Parish, York. Participants may bring a friend to accompany them. Contact Theresa Kniery at takbjk@comcast.
net or 717-495-0084.
Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and Care, Oct. 26 at Trinity High School in Camp Hill. Free of charge for caregivers. Continental breakfast at 9 a.m., keynote presentation
by Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC, a prayer service catered
lunch. Afternoon activities include a dessert bar, samplings
of local beverages, service animal demonstrations, games,
lessons on cake decorating and flower arrangements, haircuts, chair and hand massages, and manicures. Event
concludes at 3:30 p.m. Pre-registration is encouraged by
Oct. 17. Visit www.caregiversdayofprayerandcare.org or call
717-258-1104.
Father Paul Schenck will speak on end of life issues,
living wills and advance directives, Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. at Holy
Infant Parish in Manchester. All are invited to attend.
Nationally known speaker Justin Fatica from Hard As
Nails Ministries, Nov. 8 from 6-9 p.m. at Corpus Christi
Parish in Chambersburg. All ages are welcome, including
families. For more info, or to register, call Pam Gent at
717-264-6317.
Bereavement support program offered by the Pastoral
Care Department of Geisinger Holy Spirit Hospital in Camp
Hill, 1-2:30 p.m. at the Main Hospital on Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 25 until Oct. 23. Call 717-763-2118 or
717-972-4255 for information and to register.
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Celebrate 100 years since the birth of John Paul II
with Father Tukura Pius Michael, O.P., pastor of St. Pius X
Parish, Selinsgrove, on a 12-day pilgrimage, Aug. 3-14,
2020 visiting Poland and Prague. Land-only price: $2,950
pp in double occupancy, first class hotels accommodations, private motor-coach transportation, all breakfasts
and eight dinners, and professional guided sightseeing.
Contact Catholic Heritage Tours at 1-800-290-3876 or
www.catholicheritagetours.com/FPPC or Mark Filohoski
570-374-3933.
n
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Respect Life Baby Shower, Oct. 19 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. Donate baby items
(clothing, lotion, Similac, diapers, bottles, pacifiers) and
enjoy games and refreshments. RSVP to Kathy Kokoski at
kakoko120@comcast.net or 717-448-8899. If you cannot
attend but wish to donate, contact Kathy to arrange dropoff of donations. Sponsored by the Harrisburg Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women.
Harrisburg Life Chain at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg, Oct. 6 from 2-3 p.m. on the front of the parish
grounds. Bring lawn chairs and a water bottle. Signs will be
provided. Visit www.LifeChain.net for more information.
Chicken barbecue dinner at Mother Cabrini Parish
in Shamokin, Oct. 6 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the “Cabrini
Shed,” corner of Race and Cherry Sts. Tickets available at
the parish office from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Dinner includes half
a chicken, baked potato, baked beans, roll and a “sweet.”
Limited supply of extra dinners and chicken halves for walkin customers. Donation $8. Take-out only. Call 570-6484512, ext. 1, for information.
American Girl Doll Bingo to benefit Divine Redeemer
Parish in Mount Carmel, Oct. 12 in Divine Mercy Hall. Doors
open at 11 a.m., Bingo at 1 p.m. Cost is $25 in advance,
$30 at the door. Food available for purchase. Bring your

doll to be eligible for a prize. Tickets available at the parish
office during normal business hours.
Fifth Annual Aaron’s Rhythm and Brews Festival to
benefit Lebanon Catholic School, Oct. 12 from 3:3010:30 p.m. at St. Cecilia Parish Center in Lebanon. Performances by “Cheyenne” and “Smooth Like Clyde,” cornhole
tournament, food trucks, basket raffles, sports memorabilia
auction, craft beer and cigar sampling. Cost is $15 in advance, $20 at the door. Tickets at the school, or at http://
www.lebanoncatholicschool.org/alumni/aarons-rhythmbrews-festival/.
St. James Parish’s Respect Life Committee in Lititz,
fourth annual Lititz 5K for Life, Oct. 19. New this year, a
one-mile walk/run. Proceeds benefit A Woman’s Concern,
House of His Creation and North Star Initiative. The 5K and
the one-mile event, for both runners and walkers, begin
and end at St. James Church. Onsite registration at 7 a.m.,
and 5K and 1Mile at 8 a.m. Visit www.lititz5kforlife.com.
For questions, contact Kara Garman at 717-575-7072 or
Kristen Gaughan at lititz5kforlife@gmail.com.
Council of Catholic Women of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Parish in Williamstown, spaghetti dinner on Sept. 28 in the
social hall from 4-7 p.m. Tickets are $10. Eat in or take out.
Call Dawn at 717-647-9124 or JoAnn at 717-647-2287.
Concert featuring Auscultation Brass at St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster, Oct. 30 from 7-8:30 p.m.
Auscultation Brass was founded in 1985 by a group of
Lancaster County physicians. A free-will offering will be collected to benefit the St. John Neumann Capital Campaign.
Holy Name Society of St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon,
Boston pork butt sale, Oct. 5 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the
church parking lot. Donation is $30, cuts of pork are 1114 lbs. before cooked. Purchase tickets through any member of the Holy Name Society or via the parish office at
717-272-4412, ext. 1.
Chicken barbecue dinner at St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Lancaster, Oct. 12 from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Includes
half a chicken, baked potato, applesauce, dinner roll and
drink for $10, or $7 for half a chicken only. Dine in or
carry out available. Call the religious education office at
717-392-2930 or 717-940-0742.
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School in Coal Township’s Diamond Celebration Gala, Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m. at
Brady Banquet Hall in Ranshaw. Donations needed for gift
certificates, bottles of wine and silent auction items. Live
auction items valued above $200. Volunteers needed for
decorating, auction, reservations, sponsorship and marketing. Classes and businesses can sponsor a table of eight
for $450. Contact Jacqueline Kerris at jkerris@lourdes.k12.
pa.us or 570-644-0375.
Lancaster Catholic High School’s Open House and
Youth Rally, Oct. 27 from 11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Conferencestyle event will combine a traditional Open House and the I
AM Rally. Mass and a keynote session featuring Father Brian
Wayne, sessions on faith, academics, extra-curriculars, and
affordability. Special sessions for parents to support the efforts of raising faith-filled children in the 21st century. Tours
available all day. To register, visit www.lchsyes.org/alive/.
Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine & Performing
Arts Department, “An Evening of Trumpet,” Oct. 1 at 7:30
p.m. in the Old Main Auditorium. Concert-in-the-round by
William Kasel ’79 from Boston, accompanied by Debra
Ronning. Repertoire includes Johann N. Hummel and Alexander Arutunian. Free event; donations to the Fine
& Performing Arts will be accepted. Contact Tony Brill at
717-509-0310 or tbrill@lchsyes.org.
Bingo at St. James Parish Hall in Lititz, Oct. 6. Doors
open at 12:30 p.m., games at 2 p.m. Paper cards, 20 regular games, $1,000 jackpot, 50/50 specials, food. Cost is
$15 for nine cards, three strips jackpot. Must be 18 or older
to play. Sponsored by the Men’s Club of St. James.
A Marian Day celebrating Mary’s month of October,
for all ladies of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Oct. 5 at Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish, Cornwall. Registration at 8 a.m., followed by the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Mass and the
Fatima Rosary. Tea and brunch at 11 a.m. Wear your hats
or fascinators. Contact Anne Hasting at 717-274-8582 for
information.
Diocesan Notebook continues on page 1
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OBITUARIES

Sister M. Monica Byrne, IHM

Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
George Klassen

The names of the following deceased persons have been
submitted by their parishes. Please remember in your prayers Mercersburg
the happy repose of these recently departed souls and the St. Luke the Apostle:
consolation of their loved ones.
Jim T. May
Brent Wildasin

Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Patricia M. Poloney
Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Earl H. Blake
Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
John Severn

Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus:
Deborah K. Doran
St. Margaret Mary:
Josephine Salvetti
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Rich Cappelli
Stan Rossi
Judith Yupcavage

Buchanan Valley
St. Ignatius Loyola:
John Finnamore
Fairfield
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Patricia Hewitt

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
Anna Marie Palmer

Greencastle
St. Mark the Apostle:
Bruce Williams

Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Mervin Dishong
Michael Dvorocsik
Joyce Hissner

Hanover
St. Joseph:
Faith A. Dankmyer
Shirley Leonard
Mary K. Mills

St. Cecilia:
Richard Braungard
Jeanette Devitz
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Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Irene M. Gurba
Agnes P. Saukaitis
Alec M. Suchoski
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
William Nicolai
New Freedom
St. John the Baptist:
Dr. Frank Fedor
Catherine Louise Robinson

Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister M. Monica Byrne died
Sept. 14 at Our Lady of Peace Residence in Scranton, Pa. She
was 93.
Born Rita Marie Byrne in Spangler, Pa., she entered the
Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary in 1945. She earned bachelors and masters degrees in
education from Marywood College.
Sister Monica served in education ministry, teaching at
schools in the Dioceses of Harrisburg, Altoona-Johnstown,
Pittsburgh and Scranton, and in Maryland, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina and Oregon. In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Sister Monica taught at St. Joseph School in Danville
from 1950-1953.
The funeral Mass was celebrated Our Lady of Peace Residence on Sept. 20. Burial was in St. Catherine’s Cemetery in
Moscow, Pa.

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who died in October
during the past 25 years:

Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Joanne Bosak
Mary De Filippo
Ann (Devaric) Nicotera

Father Walter Halaburda,
2000

Williamstown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Roy L. Frantz, Jr.

Father John Suknaic, 2004

York
St. Patrick:
Mary Fran Roller

Father Edward J. Barrett,
2001
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick,
2008

Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella,
2014
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2016
Father Walter Sempko, 2017
Father Paul Theisz, 2017

Beginning Experience Weekend for those
Suffering the Loss of a Spouse
Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa.
November 8-10

The ecumenical Beginning
Experience weekends are an
approved program designed
for those suffering the loss of a
spouse through death, divorce or
separation. Hundreds of persons
have been helped to move towards
successful, productive, happy lives
by attending one of these weekends.
The weekend is led by persons
who have lost a spouse through

death or divorce and are trained
in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is certified by the International Beginning
Experience Organization.
The following is a testimonial of
a person who attended the Beginning Experience Weekend
“I can tell you that my encounter
with the Beginning Experience
weekend has brought me greater
peace and given me an extended

Diocesan Notebook continued from page 14
Our Lady of Hope Parish in Coal Township’s annual raffle,
Oct. 13 in the parish hall. Doors open at 11 a.m., raffle at 2
p.m. Prizes include theme baskets and certificates from local
businesses. Kitchen open for potato cakes, pierogis, haluski
and barbecue. Donation is $3.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon’s big Bingo, Oct. 27 at the
parish center on State Drive. Doors and kitchen open at 11
a.m. 24 big cash games, 50/50 and a jackpot. Cost is $25.
Oktoberfest sponsored by St. Joan of Arc Knights of Columbus Council 6693, Oct. 12 from noon-7 p.m. in the school
parking lot. Bratwurst or hot dogs and sauerkraut, fried potato
pancakes, soft pretzels, apple strudel and funnel cakes. Barrel root beer and Sam Adams Oktoberfest beer on draft. Music throughout the day, entertainment by the Happy Slovenes
from 3:30-6:30 p.m. Eat in or carry out.
A showing of the movie “Unplanned,” Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. at

family of lifelong friends who I
quickly grew to love and lean on.
If you or someone you know is
suffering the isolation and pain
that can accompany the loss of a
spouse or marriage, I encourage
you to seriously consider attending
the Beginning Experience weekend.”
Beginning Experience is your
Church at work to provide help,
healing and spiritual restoration.

Holy Infant Parish in Manchester. This 2019 film is a voice
against the abortion industry of Planned Parenthood. The
movie is rated R.
Trinity High School in Camp Hill, multi-vendor Bingo,
Oct. 20. Doors open at 11 a.m. for shopping and lunch.
Games begin at 1 p.m. Basket raffle, awesome prizes. Contact kristenmbernard927@gmail.com for tickets.
Spaghetti Dinner at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, Oct.19 from 4-7 p.m. in the social hall. Homemade meatballs, pasta, salad bar, homemade dessert and
beverage. Tickets at the door: $10 for adults, $5 for children ages 6-11, free for children age 5 and under. Event
includes CCW basket raffle. Call Susan at 717-657-1977.

Job openings
St. Joseph School in York, seeking a full-day kindergarten aide to assist two kindergarten teachers with student
management, providing some academic support to students, clerical and other tasks deemed necessary per the

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, the
program is under the Office of
Family and Respect Life Ministries.
Visit the Diocesan website,
www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to
Marriage and Family, or visit
www.beginningexperience.org.
Information can also be obtained
by contacting the Harrisburg
Beginning Experience Team,
ulie, at 717- 79-0800 or
Eva, at 717-495-9586.

classes’ needs. Send letter of interest and résumé to Corrinne A. Eck, 2945 Kingston Rd., York, Pa 17402, eck@sjy.
org or call 717-755-1797 for an appointment. Employment
application requirements at https://www.hbgdiocese.org/
catholic-schools/employment-applications.

Mark Your Calendars!

Next Deadline: October 2

The deadline for submissions for the
October 11 edition of The Witness is
Wednesday, October 2 4:30 p.m.
Submit written announcements via e-mail to
witness hbgdiocese.org. Limit 70 words.
No ads, posters or PDFs, please. A link to the
submission deadlines for all editions in 2019
is posted on The Witness’ page at
www.hbgdiocese.org.

16 - The Catholic WITNESS • September 27, 2019

PARISH NEWS

‘Radical Acts of Love’ Will End Abortion, Pro-Life Activist
Tells Symposium at Our Lady of the Visitation Parish

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Pro-life activist and author, Dr. Monica Miller,
delivers her presentation during the Sept. 21
“Rediscovering the Pro-Life Family” symposium.

Father Dwight Schlaline, pastor of Our Lady of the Visitation
Parish in Shippensburg, speaks on ways for men to reclaim their
role as provider and protector.

By Pete Socks
Special to The Witness
If the pro-life movement
can convince people that an
unborn child is human, we
win the fight, right?
According to Dr. Monica
Miller, this is not reality.
Speaking at the Faith, Family & Life Symposium at Our
Lady of the Visitation Parish
in Shippensburg on Sept.
21, Dr. Miller told those in
attendance why. Backed by
40-plus years of experience
in the pro-life movement, she
told how Roe vs. Wade was
never concerned with the biological status of the unborn.
“Roe vs. Wade is not just
a legal decision, it’s a philosophy. Roe vs. Wade is a
philosophy about women.
Roe vs. Wade invented what I
call the autonomous woman.”
This idea of the autonomous
woman was the main theme
of her talk, “How Abortion
Undermines Women’s Rights,
Subverts Fatherhood and Destroys the Family Structure.”
Dr. Miller is the founder and

director of Citizens for a ProLife Society, and has been active in the pro-life movement
since 1976. She is a Professor of Theology at Madonna
University in Livonia, Mich.,
and author of several books.
“Roe vs. Wade had to do
two things to get to its goal.
Number one, it had to claim
that the unborn child is not a
person.” Secondly, it had to
establish the right to privacy,
which is a “sphere of privacy
written exclusively around
the woman. She alone in her
privacy sphere is permitted to
make a life or death decision
about her unborn child.” Dr.
Miller continued, “Who is excluded from that sphere? The
husband, boyfriends, parents,
grandparents; as if indeed
they didn’t exist.”
The theme of the pro-life
movement and role of men
in society today were central
to the day’s talks. Father
Dwight Schlaline, pastor of
Our Lady of the Visitation,
noted, “Speaking for myself
as a man (and now a priest)
living in this culture, and also

from my experiences relating
to other men and women, it
seems that there is a general
yearning for men to ‘manup’ today. I think this is true
regardless of which sector of
society you come from.
“My experience is that most
people have a ‘father-wound’
– which is an indication that
many men are not succeeding in their relationships with
their children and wives,” he
continued. “Many people are
aborting their unborn children because a male figure in
their life is either pressuring
them to do so or otherwise
failing to protect and provide.
“The ‘mother-wound’ that
some people experience is
also real,” he said. “But in
our day and age, the ‘motherwound’ does not seem as
prevalent or as harmful as
the ‘father-wound.’ …. People
are hurting. They are hurting
because of the breakdown of
the family that started back
in the Industrial Revolution.
Fathers in particular have a
unique role in remedying this
hurt, but they may not know
what their role is or how to
use it.”
In her talk, Dr. Miller said
“Abortion fragments our
human communion.” Pointing to Genesis 2 where God
declares it is not good for
the man to be alone, she
remarked that “To correct the
problem of original solitude,
we have the creation of the
woman. Doctrinally, theologically, spiritually, biblically,
philosophically; the woman is
the center of human communion. It’s no accident that

Satan goes after her first.
‘If I get her I get the whole
deal.’ Adam comes with her
and what’s the first thing that
comes after sin? Dis-integration.”
This is directly opposite of
what women are led to believe today, Dr. Miller said. “It
is a lie for a woman to believe
that in order for her to secure
her dignity she has to be
autonomous. It’s the opposite
of what she is supposed to
do. She’s supposed to create
family.”
Those in attendance listened in stunned silence as
Dr. Miller relayed the discovery she and others made in
1988 of disposed aborted
babies at the Michigan Avenue Medical Center in Illinois.
“A lot of the bags had the
woman’s name, the date of
the abortion, the gestational
age of the baby, and sometimes even the abortionist’s
name.”
Some of those bags contained the name of Ulrich
Klopfer, who recently made
the news when it was reported he had kept the preserved
remains of some 2,246
aborted babies at his home.
This discovery was made by
family members following
his death at 75 earlier this
month.
Dr. Miller concluded with

advice for those involved
locally in the pro-life movement. “Our role, our battle,
our quest as pro-lifers is to
restore. Ultimately abortion is
the result of a deep spiritual
crisis. It’s not just a political
issue, it’s not just a philosophy, it’s not a legal ruling, it’s
a spiritual crisis about what
does it mean to be human.
What is our relationship with
God, the creator of life? The
only way I believe we are going to overcome this crisis is
by the performance of radical
acts of love. You’re not going
to end abortion by thinking
pro-life thoughts, but by doing
pro-life deeds.”
Long time pro-life advocate
Brad DeFlumeri, who serves
as Our Lady of the Visitation
Parish’s Pro-Life Ministry
Secretary, helped organize
the event. The purpose was
to “inculcate into the local
pro-life and parish community
a better understanding of
the pro-life movement and
to emphasis the importance
of a pro-life perspective and
the destabilizing affect of
Roe vs. Wade and the right
to abortion on family, local
community, masculinity, and
femininity.”
(Pete Socks is a member of
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
in Conewago and a freelance
reporter for The Witness.)

Navigating the World of the Family
with Special Needs

“What is the key to special needs planning?”

-

