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Shana Rossi of Partners in Mission, a consulting firm that offers proven strategies to advance growth and enrollment in Catholic schools, gives a presentation to school
leaders at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. The Diocesan Office of Stewardship and Development is hosting three workshops with Partners in Missions this spring.

Enrollment Management Workshops Give School
Leaders Concrete Ideas for ‘Advancing the Mission’
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The more than 80 school leadership
personnel attending enrollment manage-

ment workshops at the Diocesan Center
in Harrisburg this spring are returning to
their schools with concrete suggestions
for bolstering enrollment, retention and
image.

IN THIS EDITION
Page 3 – The truth about annulments
Page 5 – York Catholic remembers
life, example of Jim Forjan
Page 10 – High school lacrosse
teams promote healthy relationships

And they couldn’t be more excited
about putting these examples into action.
“Putting ideas into very specific terms
is fantastic,” said Timothy Hamer, President of Lancaster Catholic High School.
“For example, in one session we discussed how to thank faculty members,
with an added dimension for marketing
value,” he said. “One suggestion is to
invite students and graduates to express
what they like best about their teacher,
and get it on video for social media.
You’re delivering authentic praise for
the teacher, which inspires the teacher,
and you have a testimonial that becomes
a marketing tool.”
Other ideas for advancing Catholic

schools? Staff a booth at a community
event, create social media posts that call
people to respond or act, and invite prospective families to participate in school
events.
“These are small but concrete and effective ways to create interest and drive
enrollment,” said Deb Kase, who is attending the workshops to gain insight
as the Development Director at Corpus
Christi School in Chambersburg.
“We’re being given so many best practices to implement at our schools that I
can’t write it all down fast enough!” she
said.
More WORKSHOPS, page 5
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Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat to
Feature Father Bill Garrott, O.P.
Corpus Christi Parcations, Father Garrott
ish in Chambersburg
earned a Masters in
will host its 41st annual
Spiritual Theology in
Men’s Retreat, for all
1999 from the Pontifimen of the Diocese,
cal University of Saint
Aug. 2-4 on the campus
Thomas in Rome, Italy.
of Mount St. Mary’s
Known for using his
University in Emmitsmusical abilities to exburg, Md. Father Bill
pand on his messages,
Garrott, O.P., will lead
Father Garrott lists
this year’s retreat.
more than 175 parish
Attendees will hear
missions and retreats
Father Garrott develop
throughout the United
States and Canada on
his selected themes
his résumé.
during the retreat,
Father Bill Garrott, O.P.
The Men’s Retreat
which runs from Friis open to participants
day evening through
Sunday afternoon. Father Garrott’s main ages 14 and older, and many bring sons
theme, “The Gospel Tool Box,” will be and grandsons. A $60 deposit is required
illustrated through presentations entitled towards the total cost of $170. Included
“The Widescreen Life,” “Swimming Up- in the retreat is Holy Mass on Saturday
stream,” “Stand Your Ground,” “There’s and Sunday, as well as 24-hour AdoraNo Free Lunch” and “You Can’t Give tion. The retreat also includes the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of ReconWhat You Don’t Have.”
Father Garrott was born and raised in ciliation, Scriptural Rosary and Evening
Hagerstown, Md, and is the youngest of and Morning prayers.
Six full meals are prepared at the unieight children. He received a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry from Mount St. versity dining facility. A selection of sinMary’s University in Emmitsburg. He gle rooms or apartment-style rooms are
entered the Order of Preachers in 1988, available for those who attend.
Reservations can be made through the
and was ordained in 1994. Having served
in various parish and campus ministries local parish retreat coordinators, or by
for the Eastern Province of Dominicans, contacting Keith R. Smith at 717-263including eight years as director of vo- 3442 or krstbone@yahoo.com.

Lutheran-Anglican-Roman
Catholic Prayer Service
June 2 at 4 p.m.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
1000 N. Front Street, Liverpool PA 17045
The annual LARC Vespers is a time to gather in celebration of the growing
unity we share with brothers and sisters in Christ in the Lutheran and Episcopal
Churches.
The Diocese of Harrisburg continues the covenant signed in 1993 with the
Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania and the Upper and Lower Susquehanna Synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Refreshments following the prayer service. All are welcome to attend.

Quo Vadis Days
Vocation Retreat for young
men ages 15-25

Sunday - Thursday
June 23-27, 2019
Mount St. Mary’s
University & Seminary,
Emmitsburg, MD
$50 Registration Fee

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar

For registration forms for either retreat please contact:
the Office of Vocations at 717-657-4804 ext. 282

May 14-15 – Eastern Regional Canonist Conference, Eden Resort, Lancaster.
May 16 – Closing Address to Schools via wide area network streaming, 10
a.m.; Sacrament of Confirmation, Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Lewistown,
7 p.m.
May 18 – Mass and altar blessing in the chapel at Trinity High School, Camp
Hill, 10 a.m.
May 18 – A Gift of Smiles Gala, Sheraton Harrisburg/Hershey, 5:30 p.m.
May 19 – 175th Anniversary Mass, St. Catherine of Siena Church, Quarryville,
10:30 a.m.; Diocesan Youth Council Picnic, Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.
May 22 – Lancaster Catholic High School Baccalaureate, St. John Neumann
Church, Lancaster, 7 p.m.
May 23 – Delone Catholic High School Baccalaureate, St. Joseph Church,
Hanover, 7 p.m.

Fiat Days
Vocation Retreat for young
women ages 15-25

Sunday - Wednesday
June 30 - July 3, 2019
Mount St. Mary’s
University & Seminary,
Emmitsburg, MD

May 24 – York Catholic High School Graduation, 7:30 p.m.
May 26 – Mass and social gathering, St. Luke Mission, Mercersburg, 11 a.m.
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DIOCESAN ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Diocesan Tribunal Accompanies
Catholics through Annulment Process
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In the Catholic Church, few topics are
more sensitive – and perhaps more misunderstood – than annulments.
An annulment is a declaration of invalidity
by a Catholic Tribunal that a previous marriage was not valid according to the teachings of the Church.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, the mission
of the Tribunal is to reflect and experience
Christ in the ministry of justice through the
compassionate and equitable application of
Church law, to protect the rights and dignity of each person without discrimination,
and to provide an opportunity for healing.
“This work is a ministry,” said Father Paul
Clark, JCL, Diocesan Judicial Vicar.
Divorced Catholics can seek an annulment
if they wish to remarry, or to bring closure to
a previous marriage. They can continue to
receive the sacraments if they live according to Church teaching; divorce itself is not
a sin, nor does it excommunicate someone
from the Church.
“The annulment process doesn’t look
at the legality of marriage; it is concerned
about the spiritual,” Father Clark said.
The Church teaches
that divorced Catholics
who remarry without an
annulment are not permitted to receive Holy
Communion. An annulment, therefore, “brings
them back into the sacramental life of the
Church” by nullifying the first marriage.
Examining the Bond of Marriage
The Church teaches that marriage is a
lifelong bond between a man and a woman.
Marriage is a sacrament, and its bond is presumed valid, even if a couple gets divorced.
Still, the Church knows that there may be
times when an element necessary for a valid
marriage is missing.
These can include flaws in the form or
consent in the marriage itself, such as a lack
of witnesses or vows. Others include an impediment, such as spousal abuse or a prior
bond.
“When two people marry, their lives are
joined together. Imagine them as two bowls
joining together, with glue around the rim,”
said Barb Bettwy, Canonical Consultant and
Judge in the Diocesan Tribunal.
“For an annulment, we look to see if there
was something defective in that bond that,
over time, formed a crack that eventually
broke the whole union. Maybe no one knew
it was there at the beginning, but it caused
the marriage to end. If we can prove it was
there at the beginning, we can say the marriage was invalid, the bond never formed,”
she explained.
Last year, the Diocesan Tribunal completed 187 annulment cases.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, the cost is
$450 for a formal case – one-third of the actual cost to process one.
“An annulment costs three times as much
as the fee we ask. The other two-thirds is
paid by the people of the Diocese through
the Diocesan Annual Campaign,” Bettwy
said.
“We see this work not only as a matter of
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Common
Myths about
Annulments
A divorced person
is automatically
excommunicated
from the Church.
Divorce itself does not affect a
person’s status in the Church. A
person who is divorced but not
remarried may receive the sacraments. It is remarriage without
an annulment – not divorce itself
– that makes a Catholic ineligible to receive the sacraments.
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Members of the Diocesan Tribunal review documents in their office at the Diocesan
Center. From left are Barbara Roth, Case Services Administrator and Advocate;
Barbara Bettwy, JCL, Canonical Consultant and Judge; and Father Jordan Hite,
TOR, JCL, Canonical Consultant and Judge.

mercy, but one of justice,” she said. “The
Church teaches that everyone has a right to
marry. But if that right wasn’t used validly,
then, in effect, you haven’t used it. It’s a matter of justice to restore that right.”
Meeting a
Case Assessor
Divorced Catholics –
and divorced non-Catholics who wish to marry
a Catholic – can seek an
annulment through the
Diocesan Tribunal.
The process includes initial paperwork,
and meetings with an assigned case assessor
who will collect information to determine
what might make an annulment appropriate
for the case. Case assessors are located in
parishes throughout the Diocese.
“As assessors, we are often the face of
the Tribunal, because most of the petitioners won’t see the Judicial Vicar or any of the
Judges,” said Sandy Despeaux, of St. John
the Baptist Parish in New Freedom.
She has been an assessor since 2007, and
has met with petitioners who were nervous
or worried about sharing their experiences,
or who had misconceptions about annulments.
“Talking to them face to face, I can convey the comfort I want to give them. I can
convey what I’m trying to be for them,”
Despeaux said.
At the initial meeting, she talks to petitioners about family, interests, life in general.
“I’m not jumping right in to what they
think the problem was with their marriage,”
Despeaux said. “It might be 45 minutes of
chatting until we get to that point. I’m not reacting or judging; I’m just listening and asking questions that will me help the Judges.”
“I’m always astonished at the level of trust
the petitioners place in the assessors. I have
to ask compassionately what went wrong,
and sometimes they will tell me things that
are horrible,” she said. “I am amazed at their
trust. They just want to put those things behind them, and that can bring closure and
healing.”
“We are patient, kind and nonjudgmental
in the process,” Despeaux said. “We consider it our privilege to help people through
it. The annulment process can be hard work,
but it’s not insurmountable.”

Understanding and Closure
Remarrying outside of the Church “was
not an option” for one Diocesan parishioner
who received an annulment for his first marriage.
“My Catholic faith has always been important to me. In addition to the legal closure
of divorce, I knew that I would eventually
want to complete the annulment process to
bring myself spiritual closure,” said the man,
who wished to remain anonymous in the interview with The Catholic Witness.
He applied for an annulment when he began dating again.
He said he gained understanding about
the depth of the investigation and the deliberation involved in the process when the
grounds he initially selected for the annulment were replaced by a different set of
grounds.
“The rejection of my choice was hard to
take at first, but after some time I realized
that the revised grounds were fairer and accurate,” he reflected.
“The annulment process can be humbling
if you enter it as I did: seeing things from
my perspective only and not necessarily the
whole picture,” he said. “But I believe it is
worth the wait and the scrutiny to be able to
move forward from a difficult time with understanding and closure.”
Those who wish to seek an annulment can
begin the process by contacting the Tribunal at 717-657-4804, by completing an online form at www.hbgdiocese.org/tribunal/
divorce-and-remarriage/ or by attending
annulment presentations the Tribunal gives
throughout the Diocese each year.
“Christ encourages us to lay our yoke on
him. Sometimes in marriage, people have
suffered physically, emotionally and spiritually,” Father Clark said. “It is our goal to help
them lay their burdens at the feet of Christ,
walk compassionately with them, and restore
them to a closer relationship with Jesus. This
is the mercy and justice of the Church, and
the Church loving them back into the fold.”
To learn about annulments and the work
of the Diocesan Tribunal, visit www.hbg
diocese.org/tribunal/divorce-andremarriage/.
To learn more about the Diocesan Annual
Campaign, including how you can support
the important ministries of the Diocese,
visit www.hbgdiocese.org/giving/diocesanannual-campaign.

If an annulment is
granted, the children
will be illegitimate.
An annulment is concerned
only with the spouses, not with
the children. An annulment has
no effect on the legitimacy of
children, nor does it concern
custody or support.
An annulment costs
thousands of dollars.
Most Tribunals do request
payment of some fee for the services of the staff, but they do not
ask for “thousands of dollars.”
The requested fee in the Diocese
of Harrisburg is $450, one-third
of the actual cost for judging
a case, and the rest is covered
by the Diocesan Annual Campaign. No one is turned away
because of their inability to pay
a requested fee.
An annulment can’t
be granted if a former
spouse doesn’t agree to it.
Both spouses have equal
rights in a Tribunal case, but
that doesn’t mean the exspouse must agree for the case
to proceed. The former spouse
is provided an opportunity to
participate, but cannot stop the
process once it is started.
An annulment means
the marriage never took place.
An annulment recognizes the
legal, historical and emotional
truth that the marriage did occur, but that it was not valid in
the way the Church sees it. The
Tribunal cannot and does not
erase history.
The Tribunal is
like a courtroom, with
witnesses, judges, lawyers
and examinations.
The Tribunal is a court of
law, but it does not involve a
courtroom scene. Petitioners
may have advocates or legal
representatives and one to three
judges may be involved, but
most of the work is done in writing and in personal interviews.
(Excerpted from “12 Myths
about Marriage Annulments in
the Catholic Church” booklet,
by Msgr. William J. King, for the
Diocesan Tribunal.)
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Coach, Educator, Legacy: York Catholic
Community Remembers Jim Forjan
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
For nearly 60 years, Jim Forjan invested himself into the
York Catholic High School
community, as teacher, coach,
dean of students, principal and
volunteer.
From his first year as a social studies teacher and boys’
basketball coach in 1959, until
his last days there as a cafeteria moderator last fall, Forjan
rightly earned the titles “Mr.
York Catholic” and “the greatest legacy to walk the halls of
YC” – accolades members of
the school community have expressed since his death on Feb.
15 of this year. Forjan was 83.
The humble coach, teacher,
mentor and friend would surely
shirk the praise. But he would
recognize – as he did in an interview with The Catholic Witness about the endowment fund
established in his name – that
he was “the vehicle” that carried forward “York Catholic
High School and what it stands
for.”
“I don’t know that the importance of [Catholic education]
could be exaggerated,” Forjan
told The Witness in January of
2005. “I think the values and
the faith that are taught every
day are invaluable…. The high
school years are the most important and formative to help
our young people make decisions when they’re on their
own.”
‘Mr. York Catholic’
James M. Forjan was born in
Steelton, and was a graduate
of St. Peter’s School there, and
of Harrisburg Catholic High
School in 1953. He attended
Millersville State Teacher’s

COURTESY OF YORK
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Jim Forjan, shown in 2013,
continued to serve at York
Catholic until this past fall,
more than 20 years after his
official retirement.

College and was a member of
the U.S. Armed Forces.
Forjan and his wife, Patsy,
raised three children: James,
Mary and Anne, the latter of
whom lived with a disability and preceded her parents in
death.
Forjan arrived at York Catholic in September of 1959, beginning a legacy that would
span two-thirds of the school’s
existence.
“Jim is Mr. York Catholic,
pure and simple,” said longtime
friend Joe Geubtner, a 1951
graduate and former member
of the school’s athletic association.
“It was not just a job for
him. He loved his work, and he
loved the students and everything about the school.”
“Throughout his 59 years
there, he interacted with students even if he didn’t coach or
teach them personally,” Geubtner said. “He wanted to know
how you were doing, how your

family was doing. If you were
in trouble, he would sit down
and counsel you. It was apparent to everyone that he cared.”
Known as “Coach” in the
York Catholic community, Forjan was respected and admired
by multiple generations of faculty, students and families.
Mike Keesey, whom Forjan
taught and coached in the early
’60s, gave an example of Forjan’s ability to remember students.
At a basketball game in
Scranton, Keesey and Forjan
were standing near the bleachers when a woman approached,
and wondered if “Coach” remembered her.
“He looked at her a moment,
said her name and told her he
remembered that she played
flute in the band. She had graduated 20 years earlier,” Keesey
said.
“Those things were important to him. That’s just who he
was,” he said.
Katie Seufert, current principal and a 1996 graduate of York
Catholic, wrote in a letter to the
school community that Forjan
was “one of the greatest York
Catholic mentors a principal
could have.”
“For many of us blessed to
have interacted with Coach, we
would describe him as someone who commanded respect
in a crowd, yet demonstrated
humility in his individual actions,” Seufert reflected. “He
had a way of making everyone
feel valued and appreciated in
his presence.”
George Andrews, who succeeded Forjan in 1998 and
served as York Catholic’s principal until 2012, said his genuine concern for students developed enduring relationships.

As basketball coach, Jim Forjan (top row, second from right), taught lessons that transcended the
court.

Jim Forjan, seen in his social studies classroom in 1967.

“His legacy at the school is all
the students he took care of, especially those who lost a family
member,” he said. “Since his
death, I’ve heard many former
students talk about what he did
for them when they had a death
in their family. He took care of
them at the worst time in their
life, and he did it without fanfare.”
On the Court
and in Life
On the basketball court, Forjan promoted values that transcend the game.
“He taught us that the most
important thing is effort. Do
your best, every single day.
Constantly strive to improve.
Be prepared. Make sure to take
care of the little details, because that means the difference
between winning and losing,”
Keesey said.
“He wanted us to be unselfish, to do what’s best for the
team first. He coached us to
limit our mistakes and learn
from them. Those were valuable principles that served me
not only in basketball, but in
life,” he said.
Forjan stepped down as head
coach to devote more time to
helping his wife take care of
their daughter with special
needs.
But he didn’t step away from
basketball, or from the players.
He continued to attend games

and advise coaches, including
when Keesey took the helm.
“I spent a lot of time in his
office when I was head coach.
He scouted for us, and gave
evaluations about what we did
well and what we needed to
work on,” Keesey said. “He
would come to the locker room
at halftime and talk to the players. During games, he would sit
behind the bench and offer suggestions.”
“He was a huge help – and it
was never unwanted,” Keesey
said. “Even when he wasn’t
the head coach, he was always
coaching and teaching.”
Andrews said Forjan established what is known as “the
York Catholic way” in basketball. “The school owes a lot of
its basketball success to what
he developed there,” he said.
Leaving a Legacy
In recognition of Forjan’s
dedication and influence, York
Catholic established the James
F. Forjan Endowment Fund in
the early ’90s.
The initiative was developed
by Bernard and Kathleen Beazley to acknowledge the education seven of their nine children
received at York Catholic. Its
purpose was to help supplement teachers’ salaries.
The fund was supported
through annual dinners feaMore JIM FORJAN, page 5
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Workshops
From page 1

Partners in Mission
The trio of workshops hosted by the Diocesan Office of Stewardship and Development are presented
by Partners in Mission, a consulting firm focused on
developing excellence in Catholic school advancement
and leadership. The organization offers proven strategies and practices to advance the mission of growth
and excellence in Catholic schools. Many of its presenters are accomplished professionals in Catholic
school advancement.
Catholic school principals, presidents, board members, faculty, staff and volunteers with enrollment responsibilities are attending the sessions at the Diocesan
Center.
“The impetus behind this effort is to strengthen the
pipeline of families for our schools and strengthen
and stabilize our schools,” said Kim Roche, Director
of the Diocesan Office of Stewardship and Development. “We want them to take away simple, strategic
initiatives that have proven successful in other Catholic
schools throughout the country and implement them at
their schools.”
“Enrollment doesn’t just mean signing families up,
but how are we marketing to potential families and
what is their initial experience with the school, to getCHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
ting them to come for a tour, signing up and enrolling, Shana Rossi of Partners in Mission presents a slide on the distinctions between fundraising, development and
and then retention activities to keep kids in the school,” advancement.
Roche explained.
Hamer pointed out that Lancaster Catholic hosts a
The first workshop session, on
Terrance Golden, prinicpal of
deanery-wide
meeting of Catholic schools several
March 26, examined the “enrollment
St. Joseph School in Hanover,
times
a
year,
and
said workshops and idea-sharing on
management funnel” – a graph that
listens to strategic ideas offered
by Partners in Mission
enrollment and advancement are critically needed.
begins wide with branding and genpresenters on how to
“There are best practices out there being applied in
eral marketing, narrows to recruitbolster school identity,
Catholic schools throughout the country for how to
ment and enrollment, and ends in
enrollment and retention.
more effectively market schools and how to increase
retention and graduation.
enrollment. As we can see from the turnout at these
The first session also addressed efsessions at the Diocese, there is a great hunger for it,”
fective and ineffective ways to reach
he said.
millennials.
“There is a lot of information and resources for
“We were asked to consider who
school marketing, but the fact that we maintain a Cathour customers are. To hear business
olic identity is very important,” he said. “You can’t
terminology affirms that we need to
sacrifice your Catholic identity in the service of being
be looking at this as a business to run
a more effective marketer.”
successfully,” Kase said. “Our cus(See what Catholic schools in the Diocese of Hartomers right now are millennials, and
risburg offer. Visit www.gocatholicschools.org or conthey have a very different perspecInvestment for Today
nect with your local Catholic school.)
tive on how they receive and act on information. You
“What I’ve found affirming is that the Diocese recno longer use the telephone to draw their interest, or
tell them to call for information. Instead, you give them ognizes that we’re out here, we’re fighting the fight,
effective and purposeful information right off the bat.” we’re struggling the struggles for advancement and
During the second session, on April 29, attendees enrollment,” Kase said of her colleagues in marketing,
were offered best practices for effective print and so- enrollment and advancement. “For the Diocese to pull
cial media, and ideas for various recruitment-driven us all together for these sessions and in camaraderie is
events. The third and final workshop, on May 14, will beneficial to our efforts.”
“In order for Catholic schools to survive, we have a
examine retention activities to keep students enrolled
lot of hard work to do. These conferences are helping us
in Catholic schools.
“The great thing about the people from Partners in to effectively accomplish that work,” she said.
Kase remarked that Catholic school educators and adMission is that they are practitioners, and they’re giving concrete and proven practices. They’re not giving ministrators have a passion for their work.
“We’re all here because we care; it’s who we are,”
us ivory-tower theories,” said Hamer. “These are tried
and true techniques, and there’s nothing better than she said. “Through these workshops, we’re benefitting Rebecca Sieg, principal of St. Francis Xavier School
that. We’re not talking theory; they drill down to ‘this from the contacts we’re making with other people at in Gettysburg, considers best practices offered at one
is how you do it.’ They are practical and very specific, schools throughout the Diocese. I’ve already called col- of three enrollment management workshops at the
and they’re focused on action-oriented techniques.”
leagues at four other schools, and we’re sharing ideas.” Diocesan Center this spring.

Jim Forjan
From page 4

turing famous sports figures, including
Lou Holtz, Mike Krzyzewski and Jerome Bettis.
“Whatever money was raised by the
school would be matched by the Beazley family, and the fund would benefit,”
said Tom Beazley, one of Bernard and
Kathleen’s nine children.
“He was always humbled by the attention,” said Beazley, who teaches at
Lebanon Catholic School. “As I recall,
he tried to divert attention from himself

toward others, like my old man.”
When Forjan’s wife died, Beazley
went to the funeral at St. Patrick Church
in York. “Jim saw me and went out of
his way to ask me to sit with the family, a request which I politely declined.
There were plenty of other family who
took precedence over me, but it was an
act of graciousness that he didn’t have
to do, and he did it anyway,” Beazley
said.
“Jim’s mindset and his heart were always in the right place,” said Andrews.
“He put the school, his family and others before himself.”

“We had a great working relationship,
and we laughed every day,” he said. “In
theory, I was his boss, but in reality he
was my mentor.” Andrews became president of Mount St. Joseph High School
in Baltimore in 2012, but his friendship
with Forjan continued.
“He and Patsy lived a modest life and
served as a model family for Catholic
educators,” Andrews said.
The Forjan family expanded to include six grandchildren, another of
Coach’s legacies.
In his later years, Forjan continued to
be part of the fabric of York Catholic

as a cafeteria monitor. He volunteered
in that role until this past fall, when he
became too ill to do so.
“We’d see each other as monitors, and
we’d talk about life, the school and its
Capital Campaign,” Geubtner said. “He
wanted the best for the school in every
possible way.”
Offering a testimony at York Catholic’s recent gala, Keesey summed up
Forjan’s legacy: “Even though Coach
is gone, his spirit lives on in every kid
he ever coached, taught or inspired. We
carry with us the knowledge, values and
principles he instilled in us.”
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St. Rose of Lima School
Celebrates Anniversary
SCHOOL NEWS
with Centennial Mass

Above: Altar servers
Jarred and Harris Kohl,
graduates of St. Rose of
Lima School join the
processional for the
16 - The Catholic WITNESS
• April 26, 2019
school’s 100th
anniversary Mass.

Catholic Kite Day at St. Teresa’s

Below: Olivia Eyster and
school.” World War II had just ended, and
By Jen Reed
Lillianna Goodman, front,
a flu epidemic a year earlier killed more
The
Catholic
Witness
carry the gifts of bread and
than half a million people.
wine during
Mass
Students
from St.
Teresa of Calcutta School in the Adams Deanery ran across the fields of the school’s Conewago campus on April 12 for Catholic Kite Day. The
Students, faculty, parents and graduates
“We
a tremendous
celebrated
by
Bishop
outdoor activity was the culmination of a STEM lesson in which students from both campuses – grades K-3 at Conewago and grades 4-8
at owe
McSherrystown
– debt of gratitude
of
St.
Rose
of
Lima
School
in
Thomasto
those
who
faithfully
went
before us,”
Ronald
Gainer
on
April
27.
designed and built kites. Rainy skies held off for most of the afternoon’s kite flying session, which included a repair station
for solutions to resume flight. Learn
more
ville celebrated the school’s 100th anniver- he said.
Joining
aboutthe
St. students
Teresa of are
Calcutta School at www.stck8school.org.
sary during a Mass and a dinner in York
Celebrating the anniversary Mass a
Peg Rizutto, principal, and
on April 27. The centennial was highlight- week after Easter Sunday, the bishop said
Sister Jane Keller, SSJ.
CHRIS HEISEY,
THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Isabella Jennings, a
second-grade student,
laughs as she shields
herself from the rain.

ed by Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald
Kindergartener Cole
Gainer.
Wright holds his handle
Thehigh
school
was founded
to launch
his kite. in September
of 1919 by the Sisters of St. Joseph, and
originally located adjacent to the parish
church in York, a few blocks from the
fairgrounds. In 2001, St. Rose of Lima
School moved to its current location in
Thomasville, a suburban area west of the
city.
Weekly Mass, service opportunities,
music and STREAM education (science,
technology, religion, engineering, arts and
math) are integrated into the student experience at St. Rose. Peg Rizzuto serves
as principal.
Congratulating the school community
on the 100th anniversary, Bishop Gainer
told the congregation “Your ancestors
truly went out on a limb to finance the

“We cannot with our limited human understanding fully grasp and understand
what happens at the Resurrection…. We
cannot explain or totally understand it but
we do know that Christ’s rising does give
us the light of salvation.
“After the apostles failed him by not believing that he rose, when he does appear
to them, he is not angry or disappointed
with them. He says to them, ‘Peace be with
you,’” Bishop Gainer said. “He wanted to
bring peace to his disciples. And we too
are disciples of Christ, still learning…. He
wants us to be at peace. We were sent into
this world to be his witnesses.”
(A feature piece on St. Rose of Lima
School will appear in an upcoming edition
of The Catholic Witness. For information
on the school, visit www.stroseschoolpa.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
org or
call 717-792-0889.)

Fifth-grader Matthew
Mummert makes
repairs as part of the
STEM activity.

Faith Bee

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Two dozen young people from throughout the Diocese participated in the annual
Faith Bee at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg. Hosted by the Diocesan Office for
Evangelization and Catechesis, the Faith
Bee featured parish-level champions who
demonstrated their knowledge in such areas as the Trinity, the saints, Scripture and
virtues as family members looked on in
support.
This year’s winner was Serena Keller
of St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, center. Second place was awarded to
Sophia Warford of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Enola, right, and third place
went to Joseph Gontis of Holy Name of
Jesus Parish in Harrisburg, left.

Kindergartener
Veronica
Gabor enjoys the
colors of spring at
Catholic Kite Day.

Diocese’s Annual Scout Recognition Mass
Sunday, June 16 at 2:00 p.m. | Good Shepherd Church in Camp Hill
All Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, American Heritage Girls and Trail Life USA Members and their families are invited to attend.
Scouts who have completed any of the Catholic religious awards in the past year will be recognized for their accomplishments.

Recognition information and registration is under the Youth tab at
www.hbgdiocese.org. For more information, contact 717-657-4804, ext. 327.

PARISH NEWS
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St. Joan of Arc Parish Community Reflects
on Personal Crosses during Outdoor Stations
Fourteen groups of parishioners of different ethnicities and abilities carried a cross for the outdoor Stations of the Cross at St. Joan of Arc Parish in Hershey
on Good Friday. Each group was assigned to carry the
cross from one Station to the next and stand with the
cross during each prayer of reflection.
The opening prayer set the tone: “We gather on this

day as Christians united in prayer. In the midst of our
busy lives we pause to pray as we reflect on the suffering journey of Christ and the many issues that challenge and concern us at this time.”
Through the Stations of the Cross, Jesus invites us
to journey with him and reflect on his suffering as it
continues in the lives of his people.

Father Al Sceski, right, pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish,
assists as a parishioner prepares to carry the cross.
COURTESY OF CECILE MORTEL

Members of St. Joan
of Arc Parish gather
for outdoor Stations
of the Cross on Good
Friday.

COURTESY OF LIZ MAHONEY

COURTESY OF HOLY SPIRIT PARISH

The Altar of Repose is seen at Holy Spirit Church in Palmyra on Holy Thursday. Father
Anthony Dill, pastor, processed with the parish choir into the old church, where the altar was
established, and placed candles. Parishioners gathered around the monstrance for Adoration.

Three Boy Scouts from Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Lewisburg and Lewisburg Boy Scout Troop 538 recently
earned the Catholic Scout emblem, Ad Altare Dei. This
emblem, initiated in 1926, provides Boy Scouts an
opportunity to foster personal and spiritual growth by
living out their Catholic faith. From left to right are Boy
Scouts Mason Fassero, Joseph Beattie and Nicholas
Mahoney, with Deacon Greg Amarante and Father Mark
Wilke of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish.
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CELEBRATING VOCATIONS

Religious Sisters Celebrate Jubilees
Adorers of the Blood of Christ
Sister Martha Wachtel,
celebrating 65 years, carries
the Processional Cross as
Mass is celebrated for the
Sisters’ Jubilee.

Religious Sisters in the Diocese of Harrisburg marking milestone anniversaries
this year were recognized and honored during the annual Sisters’ Jubilee celebration. The celebration was hosted by the Diocesan Secretariat for Clergy and Consecrated Life on April 27 at the Diocesan Center in Harrisburg The gathering to
recognize the Sisters for their ministry and service began with a Mass celebrated
by Bishop Ronald Gainer, and included photos with the bishop and a luncheon for
the jubilarians in attendance, as well as members of their congregations who were
present for the celebration.
“Thank you for your ‘Yes’ to God’s call and the surrender to his will,” Bishop
Gainer said to the Sisters. “We thank God for the wonderful works of the religious
women of the Diocese.”
Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Sister M. Sara Swayze, a
50-year jubilarian, greets
other religious Sisters at
the celebration.

Jubilarians
40 Years
Sister Mary Albert Luciani, OP
Sister Martin Marie Mill, OP
45 Years
Sister Mary Joan Smith, SCC
Sister Mary Clare Reineberg, ASC
50 Years
Sister Mary Paul Giordano, DM
Sister M. Michael Ann Orlik, SSCM
Sister M. Sara Swayze, SSCM
Sister Mary Peter Chiodo, ASC
55 Years
Sister Maria Salvatoris
Capitani, DM
Sister M. Thomas More Dzurnak,
SSCM
Sister M. Philothea Fabian, SSCM

60 Years
Sister Marilyn McCusker, SCC
Sister Marguerite Hruby, SSCM
Sister M. Joseph Therese
Pohorenec, SSCM
Sister Maria Theresa Hronec,
SSCM
Sister Dorothy Wilkinson, SSC
Sister Mary Theresa Andreoli, DM
Sister Matthew Marie
Shaughnessy, DM
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Christian Charity Sister Elizabeth
Kovacs plays the piano
during the Mass celebrating
the Sisters’ anniversaries.

65 Years
Sister Martha Wachtel, ASC
Sister M. Rosanne Kmetz, SSCM
Sister Irene Rose Kmetz, SSCM
70 Years
Sister M. Ursula Bowers, DM
Sister M. Susan Polchin, SSCM
Sister M. Paulette Lendacky, SSCM

Answering God’s Call Demands Courage to Take a Risk, Pope Says
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service
Answering the Lord’s call demands the courage to
take a risk, but it is an invitation to become part of
an important mission, Pope Francis said.
God “wants us to discover that each of us is called
– in a variety of ways – to something grand, and that
our lives should not grow entangled in the nets of an
ennui that dulls the heart,” the pope said.
“Every vocation is a summons not to stand on the
shore, nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on the path
he has marked out for us, for our own happiness and
for the good of those around us,” he said in his message for the 2019 World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
The day, celebrated May 12, is dedicated to the
theme: “The courage to take a risk for God’s promise.”
That kind of risk-taking can be seen when Jesus
was at Sea of Galilee and called his first disciples,
who were fishermen going about their daily lives,

dedicated to their demanding work, the pope said in
his message.
“As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter. Jesus walks by, sees those fishermen, and
walks up to them,” the pope said. “The same thing
happened when we met the person we wanted to
marry or when we first felt the attraction of a life
of consecration: we were surprised by an encounter,
and at that moment we glimpsed the promise of a
joy capable of bringing fulfilment to our lives.”
Jesus drew near the four fishermen and broke
through the “paralysis of routine,” making them the
promise, “I will make you fishers of men,” he said.
Pope Francis acknowledged in his message that totally consecrating one’s life to service in the Church
could be difficult in the current climate. But, he said,
“the Church is our mother because she brings us to
new life and leads us to Christ. So we must love her,
even when we see her face marred by human frailty
and sin, and we must help to make her ever more
beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear witness to
God’s love in the world.”

“The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our
freedom; it is not a ‘cage’ or a burden to be borne,”
the pope said.
On the contrary, it is God extending a loving invitation to be part of a great undertaking, opening
“before our eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an
abundant catch.”
“Responding to the Lord’s call involves putting
ourselves on the line and facing a great challenge. It
means being ready to leave behind whatever would
keep us tied to our little boat and prevent us from
making a definitive choice.”
Pope Francis urged everyone, especially young
people, to not be “deaf to the Lord’s call.”
“If he calls you to follow this path, do not pull
your oars into the boat, but trust him. Do not yield
to fear, which paralyzes us before the great heights
to which the Lord points us.”
“Always remember that to those who leave their
nets and boat behind, and follow him, the Lord
promises the joy of a new life that can fill our hearts
and enliven our journey,” he said.

DIOCESAN NEWS
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Undefeated Courage
Expands Pro-Life Witness
By Rachel Bryson, M.S.
The Catholic Witness
It was an overcast spring day when a
group of nearly 20, including Bishop Ronald
Gainer, stood in prayer outside the Planned
Parenthood clinic on North Second Street in
Harrisburg.
These Sidewalk Advocates for Life are
part of Undefeated Courage, a 501(c)(3),
which works peacefully to engage with
women considering abortion outside of
abortion facilities. Literally providing an immediate intervention on the front lines, the
group also gathered for a blessing of their
new chapel, located just across the street
from the Planned Parenthood facility.
In his homily during the Mass, Bishop
Gainer explained that the Gospel reading of
the disciples gathered in the Upper Room

can be applied to the purpose everyone was
gathered together in the chapel. The disciples
were called to be witnesses to the death and
resurrection of Jesus, to witness to the truth.
“I think we can apply these to the purpose
that we are gathered here today, to the purpose you are all so dedicated to in this upper room, this place of prayer,” said Bishop
Gainer. “The work that has been entrusted to
us is to witness to the reality, the truth of human life. People’s eyes need to be opened,
people’s hearts need to be opened.”
The bishop added that like the disciples,
we are called to share the truth and to persevere.
“Even when we gather here in this upper
room, the important work spent here in Adoration and prayer will be a launching pad to
the outward sign of witness,” he added.

Pro-life advocates gather for Mass
in the newest chapel for Undefeated
Courage, a ministry on the front
lines of offering hope to women
considering abortion.

Sponsored by the Diocese of Harrisburg
and the
Diocesan Black Catholic Apostolate

Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates Mass in the chapel of Undefeated
Courage, which he blessed on April 25.
RACHEL BRYSON, M.S., THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

“This new location is vital because the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament is powerful!” said Becky Biter, who founded Undefeated Courage in 2014 with her husband,
Shawn. “Our new chapel, which overlooks
Planned Parenthood, will be used for Mass
and Adoration every first Thursday of the
month for people to come and pray for the
closing of that facility and the ending of
abortion.”
This is the second chapel location for
Undefeated Courage. Their first location is
across from the Planned Parenthood office
on Beaver Street in York.
“They have a home Mass every first Friday of the month,” said Biter.
In addition to prayer, the chapels will also
have all the organization’s resource materials quickly on hand for volunteers.
Sidewalk Witnesses
Undefeated Courage is a sidewalk counseling ministry, which the Biter’s established
after attending a Rachel’s Vineyard healing
retreat. Becky lost two children to abortion
when she was a teenager and hopes this ministry will help other women not make the
same decisions she did.
As a sidewalk ministry, volunteers stand
outside the Planned Parenthood facilities
in Harrisburg and York every day they are
open. These volunteers offer prayers and
hope to those who feel abortion is their only
option.
According to their materials, Undefeated
Courage has four pillars to their ministry:
• Prayer, as it can change the hearts and
minds of women and men who feel abortion
is their only option.
• Passion, to preserving and promoting
life.
• People, to serve those and offer help, es-

pecially to those facing an unexpected pregnancy.
• Purpose, to offer those hurting a lifeline
in a compassionate, caring, loving way.
In addition to the sidewalk ministry, the
organization has been raising funds for three
years to bring a mobile ultrasound unit to the
central Pennsylvania area.
“In fact, Denise (Rentschler) and I leave
on May 13 to travel to Colorado to pick up
our vehicle and drive her home,” said Biter.
This unit will be parked outside the abortion facilities in Harrisburg and York. Women who enter the mobile unit will be met with
prayerful support, counseling, abortion pill
reversal information, free pregnancy testing
and limited ultrasounds. These women will
also leave with an action plan, connecting
them to a pregnancy resource center or medical facility to continue their care.
It is anticipated the unit will also visit college campuses, houses of worship and community fairs to spread the pro-life message
and offer hope.
How to Help
Biter explained there are many ways to
help Undefeated Courage with their ministry,
including coming to pray before the Blessed
Sacrament at the new Harrisburg location.
The ministry is also looking for more prayer
partners, sidewalk counselors and financial
support. This financial support could be
through a monthly gift, asking friends and
family to donate to the organization in lieu
of birthday presents, and through sponsoring
the Boundless Love Gala.
For more information on Undefeated
Courage, including details on how you can
be involved, visit www.undefeatedcourage.
org or email undefeatedcourage@gmail.com.

The altar of Undefeated Courage’s chapel in Harrisburg overlooks a Planned
Parenthood facility in Harrisburg. Members of the pro-life movement gather in the
chapel to pray for an end to abortion.
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SPORTS

Trinity Lacrosse Partners with ‘One Love
Foundation’ to Promote Healthy Relationships
By Katie Phelan
Special to The Witness
From April 29 to May 3, the
boys’ and girls’ lacrosse teams
at Trinity High School in Camp
Hill joined together for a common
cause. The teams carried the mission of the One Love Foundation
onto Trinity’s COBO Field, into
their classrooms, and into their personal lives.
The One Love Foundation was
founded to honor the memory of
Yeardley Love, a former Catholic
student at Notre Dame Preparatory
School in Baltimore, Md., and an
accomplished lacrosse player at the
University of Virginia. Yeardley
was murdered by her ex-boyfriend
just weeks before her college graduation. The One Love Foundation
educates students about “healthy
and unhealthy relationships, as
both a primary prevention strategy
for relationship abuse and as an investment in the relationship health
of the next generation.”
While Yeardley’s death was the
impetus for the foundation, the

COUTESY OF KATIE PHELAN, TRINITY HIGH SCHOOL

The boys’ lacrosse team from Bishop McDevitt High School in Harrisburg poses on COBO Field at Trinity High School after a game
in promotion of the “One Love Foundation.”

fact is that “one in three women
and one in four men experience
relationship abuse in their lifetime. Young women ages 16-24 are
at three times the risk. Three women a day are killed by their partners
in the U.S. alone, according to One
Love’s website.

Two Tennis Players Advance
to State Championships
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
After a windy and wet spring
boys’ tennis season, the District
3 championships were held indoors at the Hershey Racquet
Club on May 2-4. In Class 2A,
Lancaster Catholic’s Brendon
McNamera, the number-two
seed, lost in the final, 6-1, 6-2,
to Lancaster Country Day’s Jo-

nah Rebert. Both players move
on to the PIAA state championships, where they will be joined
by the tournament’s third-place
finisher, Adam Warren of Trinity High School in Camp Hill.
He beat Josh Pantaloni of Camp
Hill, 6-1, 6-3, in the consolation
match to earn a way into the state
championships, which will also
be contested in Hershey later this
month.

Lancaster Catholic’s Brendon McNamera, seen in a
match earlier this season, placed second in districts to
advance to the state championship later this month.
COURTESY OF BRIAN JACOBY, LIFETOUCH

One way One Love engages with
the community to achieve its mission is through the “Escalation”
workshop, a two-hour presentation
that includes a film and a lengthy
guided discussion.
Kathleen Wallace, a parent of
two Trinity student-athletes (’19
and ’21), is a friend of the Love
family and a trained facilitator for
One Love. Wallace led the boys’
lacrosse team through “Escalation”
in 2017, and this year she did the
same for the girls’ team.
The workshop, according to
Wallace, has a far-reaching impact: “The sooner that students are
aware of the signs of an unhealthy
relationship and gain the tools
necessary to navigate their way
through and out of those safely, the
better off all will be. Everyone deserves a healthy relationship, and
I think it is important to note that
One Love’s mission crosses socioeconomic, gender and racial lines.”
Wallace described the experience of leading the workshop as
“emotional, intense and personal,”
but, of course, as vitally important,
especially for young people. Students are in a time of their lives
where social situations are of great
importance to them, and, in addition to growing into a relationship
with themselves, they are building
relationships with friends and dating partners. They are also easily
influenced and learning about their
responsibilities to others.
Gloria O’Neil, a sophomore
Trinity lacrosse player, experienced
“Escalation” and spoke about her
realization that appearances can be
deceiving: “Yeardley’s story made
me realize that not every relationship is perfect. It allowed me to see
that abusive relationships can happen to anyone.”
She was also surprised that the
abuse in the case scenario seemed
obvious, and yet those around the
situation seemed unresponsive,
including friends and family members. For O’Neil, this threw into
light the importance of talking to
others, of reaching out for help,
and of taking action when even

The girls’ lacrosse team at Trinity High School in Camp Hill is
pictured with t-shirts from the “One Love Foundation,” which
works to promote healthy relationships.

small signs of abuse are noticed.
Danny Scott, a junior at Trinity who has verbally committed to
play Division I lacrosse at Loyola
University Maryland, agreed with
the importance of intervening. “Escalation taught me warning signs
and the importance of stepping in
if I witness trouble.”
Simple awareness of the situation was also important for Scott:
“I didn’t know Yeardley’s story
before learning about it at Trinity.” He believes learning about
her experiences helps to promote
awareness of relationship violence,
which was another part of Trinity’s
efforts over the course of the week.
Both the boys’ and girls’ teams
dedicated their games to Yeardley. This included announcements
about Yeardley and One Love before the start of the games, the
availability of educational items
for spectators, and special “One
Love” warm-up jerseys for the
Trinity players before the game.
All lacrosse players on the field, including Trinity’s opponents Bishop
McDevitt (boys) and Central York
(girls) wore “One Love” decals
on their helmets to help keep the
game’s honoree in mind.
Drew Zak, a senior captain on
Trinity’s team, spoke of the significance of remembering Yeardley, saying, “The dedication of the
game means that the team is part of

the solution, and that we want to be
advocates for healthy relationships
with our friends and teammates.”
Zak also spoke of Trinity’s greater mission of community service, a
mission tapped by the One Love
outreach. All proceeds from the
game were donated to One Love,
which will help the Foundation
continue to educate individuals and
communities.
The experience of being on an
athletic team at Trinity is more
than just winning a game, districts,
or a state championship. It’s about
forming bonds with teammates and
coaches, and working toward goals
bigger than one individual.
Madison Tare, a senior captain
with more than 300 career goals
and 400 career points and a future Division II player at Florida
Southern College next year, spoke
of the opportunities for growth that
have come to her through lacrosse,
including “leadership opportunities and bonds with teammates.”
Learning about healthy and unhealthy relationships is just one
more lifelong benefit.
To learn more about Trinity
High School, visit www.thsrocks.
us. To learn more about the One
Love Foundation, visit www.
joinonelove.org.
(Katie Phelan is the Communications Director at Trinity High
School in Camp Hill.)
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Resurrection Principal,
Brenda Weaver, to Retire
By Donna Walker
Special to The Witness
Resurrection Catholic School Principal
Brenda Weaver has announced her retirement
after 45 years in Catholic education.
A Lancaster native, Weaver attended St.
Anne School and Lancaster Catholic High
School before choosing education as a career.
“I was naturally pulled to Catholic education because my parents instilled in me a love
for my faith and learning,” she said.
Weaver earned a master’s degree in education from Millersville University in 1977 and
a bachelor’s from York College in 1973. She
began teaching at Our Mother of Perpetual
Brenda Weaver
Help in Ephrata. In 29 years there, she taught
third, fourth and fifth grades, sixth grade Language Arts and second grade religion.
“Each day was a new adventure,” Weaver said.
She fondly remembers teaching social studies and math, but she also recalls
the laughter that came on many days, like when she and students celebrated
Thanksgiving feasts with hot dogs, and heart-wrenching days like the time she sat
on the floor in the hallway with a child who needed to be held.
When she moved into school administration, she embraced the chance to work
in the city. “I felt I was returning to my roots,” she said. She served two years as
assistant principal at Resurrection and took over as principal after the incumbent
died suddenly. She’s been principal there for 14 years.
Her biggest reward came from hundreds of smiles and hugs from members of
the school family, truly, she said, “the greatest joy of my life.”
Anyone who knows her will tell you Weaver refers to students as “my kids.”
She believes the job requires such a bond. “If you love the kids, respect their
cultures, have a passion to teach and a calling to pass on the Catholic faith, please
apply for the position.”
(Donna Walker is the Marketing Director at Resurrection Catholic School in
Lancaster.)
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Our Mother of Perpetual
Help Student is State Winner
in National Writing Context
Matthew Mercer, an eighthgrader at Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata,
recently earned first place in the
Pennsylvania competition of the
Fall 2018 Middle School Level
of the InvestWrite national writing competition. In his essay,
Matthew addressed sustainable
investing, looking at environmental, social and governance
(ESG) factors in relation to the
investment process.
InvestWrite, an innovative
national writing competition, is
a program of the SIFMA Foundation offered exclusively to
teachers and students participating in The Stock Market Game.
InvestWrite builds a bridge between classroom learning and the
COURTESY OF MARGARET GARDNER,
real world as it complements The
OMPH SCHOOL
Stock Market Game’s learning
Matthew
Mercer,
an
eighth-grader
at
experience and easily integrates
Our
Mother
of
Perpetual
Help
School
across all subjects throughout
in Ephrata, examined sustainable
the curriculum.
investing in the InvestWrite national
Matthew, his family and teach- writing competition.
er Ann DiNovis have been invited to attend the Eastern Region Awards Luncheon on May 23 at Cabrini
University, where he will be recognized for his outstanding achievement.
Matthew was also part of the team that won first place in both the region and the state of the Fall Middle School Level Stock Market Game.
He, along with his team members Eddie Dresch and Daniel Titi, will be
recognized for this achievement at the awards luncheon.

Creative Writers
Win Renaissance Contest

Lancaster Catholic Raises
Funds for Cancer Society

COURTESY OF DEB RIZZOTTO, ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

COURTESY OF EMILY HACKMAN, LANCASTER CATHOLIC

Lancaster Catholic High School’s cast, crew and orchestra of the spring musical “The Big Fish”
raised $700 for the local American Cancer Society chapter through a daffodil sale held during
the production. One of the songs in the musical is “Daffodils,” and during the scene audience
members had the opportunity to raise their bundles of daffodils in the air as part of the
musical. Shown from left are Rebecca Theriaque, Community Development Senior Manager at
the American Cancer Society; Rebecca Ressle, Claire Wolfe, Tony Dominguez, musical director
Tracy Wagner, Kameron Garcia, Emma Conner and Lancaster Catholic High School President
Tim Hamer.

Three fifth graders at St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey
swept the elementary level (grades 3-5) of the
Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire Creative Writing Contest.
Gianna Lentini (grand prize), Nora Waning (second place),
and Eleanor Moore (third place) were awarded for their
original, fictional stories illustrating their knowledge of
Renaissance Faire characters and the Renaissance period.
For their achievements, Gianna received a $50 prize and
a $50 donation to the school library, and Nora and Eleanor
received a $25 prize. All winners, their families and
teachers will be invited to a winners’ picnic at the Faire
during the 2020 season.
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FEATURES ON THE FAITHFUL

The Called

A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Father Timothy Sahd
Assignment: Parochial Vicar
at St. Joseph Parish, Mechanicsburg,
and Chaplain at Trinity High School
in Camp Hill
Age: 40
Ordained: June 2, 2018
Hometown: Columbia, Pa.

Tell me a little bit
about your childhood.
I grew up in Columbia, Pa. It was
wonderful growing up. I had two older
brothers and a twin. I have two older
brothers who are priests as well. People
always say, “What did your parents
do to raise three priests?” I look back
and it doesn’t seem abnormal to me.
It wasn’t a “Holy Roller” home. We
prayed at meals and bedtime, went to
Mass. We were involved with the life
of the parish. We just lived in the life
of the parish. We were altar servers and
in youth group. Also, my grandmother
on my dad’s side went to Mass every
day and she instilled in my twin brother
[Kyle] and I, especially, a love for daily
Mass. We got up at six in the morning. It wasn’t our most exciting thing
to do, but she would take us to Mass
and then we would go out to breakfast
with her lady friends. My grandmother
and these ladies instilled a love in my
brother and I for Mass. We really enjoyed that time with them.
Were you always interested
in becoming a priest?
I look back now and the seeds were
all over my childhood. It didn’t really
cross my mind until I was much older.
Two things I wanted to do – I wanted
to be a TV journalist and work in news,

and I also thought maybe I’ll work in
our family business. So I went to college at St. Bonaventure in upstate New
York for broadcast journalism. I had a
teacher tell me not to go into broadcast
journalism because no one hires bald
people. So I ended up going into print
journalism. I worked in Washington,
D.C., as a political analyst and journalist, which kind of married two things I
love. I love politics and love journalism. I got to do that for eight years and
I enjoyed every minute of it. I basically
was a political analyst writing about
candidates running for the United
States House of Representatives and I
loved every second of it.
But, I felt something was missing. I
enjoyed this, but I didn’t feel like this
was right. I couldn’t see myself doing
this in 10 years. So, I did the other thing
I always wanted to do, which was work
in my family business. I bought a house
in Lancaster, built a deck, and thought I
would be there forever and raise a family. After working in the family business for two years with my brother and
dad, I loved it, but I still felt that same
feeling after a while. Is this really what
I’m meant to do? I felt lost.
At that point I was 32 and that was the
first time I asked God, “What should I
do, what did you make me for?” I asked
God and heard a call to the priesthood.

It was just a feeling I got, but I still resisted it. But every time I thought about
it, I had joy. I finally got up enough
courage to contact the Vocations Office
and set the process in motion. That was
the most joy I ever had.
What are you involved
in with your ministry?
The job of being present in people’s
lives is a full time job, in addition to
everything else. As a first year priest,
being present in the life of the parish at
St. Joe’s and in the life of the kids and
teachers and administration at Trinity is
what I’ve tried to focus on. I’ve tried
to focus on being present and available
and to get to know as many people in
those families as possible. It’s been the
most joyful year because so many people have been so kind.
Can you share a story
of something at Trinity that
might have been challenging?
It was very intimidating, at first.
When Bishop gave the assignments at
ordination, it was an exciting moment.
He told me St. Joseph Catholic Church
and I thought, “Ok that’s great.” And
then he said “and Trinity High School.”
I was nervous, I was intimidated. The
first couple times I walked into Trinity, I felt like a fish out of water. But all
the faculty was wonderful and the kids
have been wonderful. I would walk in
and some of the kids would say, “Hey
Father Bald,” and I never took offense
to that. They would invite me to their
games and into their classroom. I enjoy
being around the kids in high school
and the faculty. Sometimes I would be
walking around during track practice
and someone would say, “Can I go to
Confession?” It’s wonderful to just be
present.
You have two brothers
who are priests. Father Kyle Sahd,
your twin, is pastor of St. Mark
the Evangelist in Greencastle and
St. Luke the Evangelist in
Mercersburg. Father Christopher
Sahd is a priest in the
Diocese of Scranton.
What advice did you get from them?
Each of my brother’s mentioned
once a vocation, but they never hound-

ed and they didn’t have to. It was the
witness of their lives. Witnessing my
twin brother go through the seminary,
I saw the good relationships he had
and thought, that’s nice, you can have
normal friendships with priests. The
advice they gave wasn’t as much as
the lives they lived. The lives they lead
was more helpful than any advice they
could have given me.
You were ordained just
a few months before the
Grand Jury Report was released.
How did that impact you?
We knew something was going to
come out. When it did, I don’t think
anyone was prepared for how they
would feel. It hit hard, but aside from
my own personal feelings, I was now
in a parish with 2,700 families that all
felt the same way I did. When the report came out, I remember feeling so
low because, in a way, there was nothing I could do to make people feel better about it. I wondered, is this what
the rest of my life is going to be like?
Not to make it about me, but I think
as Catholics we all felt that. But then
the phone rang and someone needed
a priest at a hospital. I’m thinking the
world was tipped upside down, but in
that moment, there was someone who
needed Jesus Christ. That even in this,
Jesus Christ was still needed and they
trusted a priest.
Tell me something fun about
yourself, or a little known fact.
I was a journalist for 10 years and I
made an appearance on CSPAN a couple of times. Sometimes people like to
pick those up and show my previous
work, and show how I had a little more
hair then.
Do you have any hobbies?
To relax, in the summer I’ll tune into
a baseball game. I’m a fan of the Pittsburgh Pirates. I enjoy watching a game
at night. In the winter, I’ll watch the
Steelers and Notre Dame. I also enjoy
basketball. We have an over 30 group
at the parish and sometimes I’ll play
with them and show my complete inability on the court to play basketball.

Spotlight on Adult Faith Formation: The Augustine Institute
When he visited Denver in 1993
for World Youth Day, St. John Paul
II reiterated his previous calls for a
New Evangelization, challenging
Catholics to recommit themselves to
living and proclaiming their faith. In
response to that call, the Augustine
Institute was established in 2005 in
Denver as a graduate school with the
specific intention of training Catholics to engage in the New Evangelization. Today the Augustine Institute
offers online graduate-level education, with Master’s degree programs
in both Theology and Leadership for
the New Evangelization available
via distance learning.
Since its inception, the Augustine

platform on a regular basis. Below is
listing of what is currently available.

Institute has expanded its mission to
include faith formation for parishes
and leadership formation for both dioceses and parishes across the United
States. And in 2015, the Augustine
Institute launched FORMED, a digital
platform offering subscribers on-demand access to thousands of Catholic
studies, films, audio presentations and
e-books. Subscriptions to FORMED
are available for both parishes and
individuals. Currently, 23 parishes in

the Diocese of Harrisburg subscribe to
FORMED, making excellent Catholic
faith formation digital content available to all of their parishioners. For
those whose parishes do not subscribe
to FORMED, free one-week trial access for individuals is available, and
individual subscriptions are $9.99 per
month.
New resources for adults, teens
and children (with many available in
Spanish) are added to the FORMED

• Bible studies for groups and
individuals, sacramental
preparation materials, faith
formation studies, and studies
on current events
• Full-length movies,
documentaries and brief video
segments on apologetics topics
• Audio dramas, talks,
podcasts and audiobooks
• Non-fiction and fiction e-books
To learn more about the Augustine
Institute and FORMED, visit
www.augustineinstitute.org.

CATHOLIC COMMENTARY

Mother of
the Church
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Many, many years ago, when I was merely 4 years
old, I had an experience of my mother’s protection
and love that still fills my eyes with tears today.
My mother had a soft, lamb’s wool bath robe that
was salmon in color. When I was sick, or frightened, or just in need in some loving, my mother
would wrap me in her arms under the folds of this
soft robe. She would rock me and hum folk songs
of Ireland that her mother had taught her. I never
learned the words to these songs, but their melody
hummed through her lips, as well as the softness of
her robe, always brought me consolation. As I grew,
this magical robe became the means through which
I would defend the world from the attacks of an evil
dragon, as joyfully played by my brother.
I could not help but think of this story as I continue my series on Mary, our Blessed Mother.
One of the titles of Mary that has always caused
me to pause and ponder is Mary, Mother of the
Church. How can she be that? What does that title
mean?
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We need to go back to one of the documents of Vatican Council II, Lumen Gentium (Light of the Nations),
for an explanation. In paragraph 61, we can read:
“… [T]he Blessed Virgin was in this earth the virgin
Mother of the Redeemer, and above all others and in
a singular way the generous associate and humble
handmaid of the Lord. She conceived, brought forth
and nourished Christ. She presented Him to the Father
in the temple, and was united with Him by compassion as He died on the Cross. In this singular way she
cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope and burning
charity in the work of the Savior in giving back supernatural life to souls. Wherefore she is our mother in
the order of grace.”
In other words, she physically gave life to Jesus, but
her motherhood toward us is different. Her motherhood is of a spiritual nature: she increases the life of
grace in us.
You might ask, “What is this grace business all
about?” Think of this in this way: as far as we strive to
resemble Christ in our life and in our actions, we grow
in the life of grace. It was Mary who participated in
the life of Christ in a very important way. She carried
Jesus in her womb. She stood under the Cross as he
hung there. She was present in the Upper Room, praying for the first Christian community, awaiting the
coming of the Holy Spirit. Finally, she was assumed
body and soul into heaven in imitation of Jesus.
These are the ways in which Mary participated in
Christ’s life. Now, what about us? We participate in
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"To the right!"
Acclaim
Congressional vote
___ Maria
Greek 'D'
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25

26

Joseph De Veuster was born January 3, 1840, in Tremelo,
Belgium. He entered the monastery of the Congregation of the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and of the Perpetual Adoration
of the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. On October 7, 1860,
he made his vows and was given the name Damien. He sailed to
Honolulu, Hawaii, on March 19, 1864, and was ordained on May
21. He served until 1873 in Puma and Kohala-Kuna, where he was
known as the Chapel Builder of the Big Island.
Leprosy became an epidemic on the islands and the government
forced the afflicted to the Island of Molokai. Many drowned or were
tossed upon the rocky coast. Depravity ensued. In May of 1873,
Father Damien was given permission to minister there. At first
repulsed by the appearance and stench of the disease, he eventually
became a “leper,” saying, “That is why when I preach I say ‘we
lepers,’ not ‘my brethren.’”
Father Damien worked to restore their dignity, formed a Christian
Burial Association, administered sacraments, washed bodies, tended
wounds, encouraged the people to build cottages, orphanages and
hospitals, taught them to farm to earn money, play music and sing.
In December of 1884, Father Damien contracted leprosy and was
vilified by detractors, who said he contracted the disease because
he was licentious. Father Damien allowed photographic images to be
taken of himself as his disease progressed. Eventually others came
to help, including Sister Marianne Cope (now a saint) who tended to
the priest until his death on April 15, 1889, at age 49. He is buried
in St. Joseph Church in Louvain, Belgium. In 1965, Senator Daniel
Inouye of Hawaii dedicated Father Damien’s statue in Statuary
Hall in Washington, D.C. Father Damien was canonized by Pope
Benedict XVI on October 11, 2009.         
(Compiled by Angela M. Orsini)

Answers on page 15
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Feast Day: May 10

Patron of Lepers, persons with
HIV/AIDS, outcasts and Hawaii

the life of Christ through his Church
by means of the sacraments. We enter into the Mystery of the Death
and Resurrection of Christ through
the grace of the Holy Spirit. As any
good children, we look to Mary
to be our role model on how to
do this.
Playing with my mom’s
bathrobe always made me
think of Mary’s Mantle,
even though the robe was
not blue. This image combines the comforting expeSister Geralyn
rience of being wrapped in
Schmidt, SCC
my mother’s robe, as well
“Thoughts from a
as illustrating how God’s
Catholic Evangelist”
grace covers and protects
all of us.
Mary is indeed our mother and Mother of the
Church. We all should live under her mantle!
(Sister Geralyn Schmidt is the Wide Area Network
Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the
Director of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate
Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for
every age learner. Through her presentations, she
challenges her audiences to be the individual God
has called them to be.)
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Compass point
Frustrate
"Strict ___"
"___ teaching in
that name"
Twitching
System of measurement
Peter's name
In the air
Polish
Convoy
Hawaiian island
Escudo
Popular Pope name
Father
Oily
"When you are ___"
Open
Thai
Gone by
Possessive pronoun
St. Juan de _____
Dozed
Fop
Bring to mind
In Pamphylia
"My sheep hear
my ___"
"…hanging him on
a __"
Pastor (abbr.)
Annex
Tabby
Arrival
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International) price per person double occupancy is
$3,779. RSVP to 717-637-4625, or call for a free
travel brochure.

(Submit written announcements to
witness@hbgdiocese.org, nine days before the
issue date. No flyers or ads, please. See the
bottom of the Notebook section on
page 15 for next issue’s deadline.)

Travel with Father Martin O. Moran, III, pastor of St Patrick Parish in Carlisle, in the footsteps of
Paul the Apostle with a 3-night cruise of the Greek
Islands and Turkey. Eleven days, 20 meals, and airfare out of Philadelphia. A slide show and presentation of the tour will be June 19 at 6:30 p.m. To RSVP
or for more details, email StPatrickgreece2020@
gmail.com.

Spiritual Offerings

Mass with prayers for healing, June 4 at 7 p.m. at
St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland. Father Jordan F. Hite, TOR, JCL, Tribunal Judge and priest in
residence at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, will be the celebrant. For information, call Mary
Ann at 717-564-7709.
Join Father Dan Powell and the “Women at the
Well” for an evening of prayer, Confession, Holy
Mass, an update on Medjugorje and personal testimonies, and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, on June
25 at St. John Neumann Church in Lancaster. Schedule begins with Confession at 5:30 p.m., the Rosary at
6 p.m., Mass at 6:30 p.m., presentation on Medjugorje
at 7:30 p.m., and a Holy Hour and Confession at 9 p.m.
31st annual Mass at All Saints Cemetery in Elysburg, Memorial Day, May 27, at 10:30 a.m., weather
permitting. Mass will be celebrated by Father Ryan
Fischer on the grounds of the cemetery, adjacent to the
office. Bring a lawn chair.
Mass with prayers for healing, May 22 at 7 p.m.
at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey. Father Modestus
Ngwu, OP, celebrant. Join us in prayers for the sick as
we pray for God’s healing mercy on us all. Sponsored
by the “I Thirst Prayer Group.” For information, call
Lynn at 717-503-1600.
St. Patrick Parish Cemetery blessing and remembrance of military members, May 25 at 9:30
a.m. at the parish cemetery on McClure’s Gap Road in
Carlisle. Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and the
Cumberland County Honor Guard from the Cumberland County Veterans Affairs Office will participate.
Mass at 8:30 a.m. at St. Patrick Shrine Church precedes the blessing.
Mass with prayers for healing, May 14 at St. Rose
of Lima Church in York. Father Daniel Richards, celebrant. Praise and worship music at 6:30 p.m. by “The
New Spirit Contemporary Group” of St. Patrick. Mass
at 7 p.m., followed by prayers for healing. Sponsored
by The Spirit of Love & Mercy at St. Rose of Lima and
the Come & See Prayer Group at St. Patrick Church.
For information, call Joyce at 717-308-7245.

most direct access is to what God wants to tell you.
For information, call Lynn at 717-503-1600.
Day of Discernment: Ever wonder about religious life as a possibility? Want to learn more about
vocation discernment? Join the Sisters of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius for an afternoon of prayer, conversation and supper, May 19 from 3-6 p.m. in Danville.
RSVP at sscmvocation@gmail.com before May 17.

Women of Grace Retreat July 12-14, 2019,
at Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, Pa. “At the
Foot of the Cross: God’s Infinite Mercy.” Featuring Johnnette Benkovic Williams, Father Nathan
Cromley, Dr. Carrie Gress, and more. Presentations,
healing service, daily Mass, Confession, Adoration,
praise and worship music. Contact Chris Arnold
at 717-379-6041 or carnold@womenofgrace.com.
Make reservations with the Malvern Retreat House
at 610-644-0400 or www.malvernretreat.com.

Iconographer Jody Cole will conduct Byzantine icon writing (painting) workshops/retreats
June 10-14 and June 17-21 at her home studio in
Mechanicsburg. Icon selections are 1 (or 2) of the
4 Evangelists. Workshops are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. with an
hour lunch. Cost is $170. Contact Jody at 717-9198791 or jcoleicons@aol.com. Jody will be at the St.
Francis Retreat House in Easton, Pa., July 14-19.
Icon selections are the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Sacred Heart of Jesus or Christ the Good Shepherd.
Total cost of the retreat and room/board for the week
at the retreat house is $485. Visit www.stfrancis
retreathouse.org or call 610-258-3053.

“Into the Deep” retreat with guest speaker Dan
Burke, June 1 from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. (Mass at
8 a.m.) at Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in
Fairfield. Finding peace through prayer, the universal call to conversion, the path to ever deepening
union with God, and the secrets of the saints. Cost is
$25, includes a gift bag and snacks. $30 at the door.
Call 717-642-8815 for information.

Renowned author and speaker Joseph Pearce
will discuss the great reformers of the Catholic
Church, May 16 following 6 p.m. Mass at St. Leo
the Great Parish in Rohrerstown. Learn how some of
our greatest saints provide models for defending the
faith today. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Event is free,
and part of the Order of Malta’s Defense of the Faith
Series.

Seminario en Español Sanación de Familias,
Padre Yozefu B. Semakula. “Cómo Orar Eficazmente por Aquellos Problemas Personales y Familiares Inquebrantables.” 24, 25 y 26 de Mayo de 8 am
a 8 pm, Corpus Christi Parish Center, Chambersburg. Donación $25. Venta de boletos e informes:
Rosy Gonzalez Grigg 717-903-1111. No menores de
15 años. (Healing of Families Spanish seminar with
Father Yozefu B. Semakula. “How to Pray Effectively for those Personal and Family Problems that
are Unbreakable.” May 25-26 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
at Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg. Donation: $25. Ticket sale contact: Rosy Gonzalez Grigg,
717-903-1111. Not for participants under 15 years
of age.)

Fundraisers & Events

Education & Enrichment

Pilgrimages & Retreats

A Summer Faith Journey with Bishop Barron,
“Untold Blessings – Three Paths to Holiness,” at St.
Leo the Great Parish, Rohrerstown, June 5, 12 and
19 after 7 p.m. Mass. A 35-minute DVD, shown in
Rooms 3 and 4, will be followed by discussion led
by Father Peter Hahn, pastor. Summer refreshments,
no RSVP or homework required. For information,
contact the parish office at 717-394-1742, ext. 2.

Travel to Ireland with Msgr. William J. King and
members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, Nov. 4-13, 2019. Dublin; an overnight
stay on the grounds of a castle; a visit to Waterford,
Ireland’s oldest city and home to Waterford Crystal;
the Cliffs of Moher; the Ring of Kerry; and Blarney
Castle. Contact Jeannie Ishman at 717-737-8600.

Summer Bible School at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg, June 17-21 from 9
a.m.-noon for ages three through fifth grade. Check
in with St. Catherine Labouré and encounter exciting characters from the Bible whose lives were
transformed by angels. Information and registration
at www.steas.net/summer-bible-school.

Pilgrimage to Italy with Father Mark Speitel and
members of St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Quarryville, Sept. 23-Oct. 2, 2019. Rome, Orvieto, Assisi,
Siena, Padua and Venice. Daily Mass, professional
tour manager and local guides, 8 nights accommodation in First Class/4 star hotels, breakfast and dinner,
land transportation by private deluxe motorcoach,
roundtrip from Quarryville to Philadelphia Airport, for
$3,475 per person/double occupancy. Contact Karen
Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s International Tours at 800-566-7499, or parish contact
Trudy Sheetz at 717-786-4901.

The Compassionate Friends, a group offering
support to individuals and families following the
loss of a child, grandchild or sibling, meets on the
fourth Tuesday of every month at Good Shepherd
Church in Camp Hill (enter by the Statue of Good
Shepherd in the back parking lot). May 28 at 7 p.m.
features special guest, Alan Pedersen, award-winning songwriter, recording artist and speaker who
travels across the country with his Angels Across the
USA Tour. No cost to attend, light refreshments will
be served. Call Mary Kay Alleman at 717-763-1130
for more information.  

Pilgrimage to Fatima and Lourdes March 20-31,
2020, featuring Santiago de Compostela, San Sebastian de Garabandal, and Barcelona with Father Michael Reid, pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Hanover. Travel presentation for this pilgrimage is May
20 at 6:30 p.m. in the library of the parish auditorium.
Round trip land and air travel (departing Philadelphia

“5 Ways We Recognize Gods Voice,” program
in the cafeteria at St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey,
May 15 at 7 p.m. Sponsored by the “I Thirst Prayer
Group.” God is always speaking to us. Sometimes
we hear what he is telling us, sometimes we don’t.
We know that God desires to communicate with us;
he really wants us to hear him. Find out what your

Bike rodeo at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
in Mechanicsburg, May 19 from 1-3 p.m. Children can ride through obstacle courses, learn bike
safety and maintenance and meet a bicycle police
officer. Must bring helmet and closed-toe shoes to
participate. Neighborhood ride for children 12 and
older. Accepting donations of used bikes. Rain date
is May 25 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Visit www.steas.net/
bike-rodeo.
Summer music theater camp at Trinity High
School in Camp Hill, July 8-26 from 9 a.m.-noon
weekdays. Featuring “Lion King, Kids,” for students
who have completed grades 4-7. Public performance
July 26 at 7 p.m. Camp features sessions in vocal
music, choreography drama exercises, fun activities.
Students will audition for roles and stage production
with costumes, lights and mics. For information and
registration, contact bmeagher@thsrocks.us.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall,
Election Day spaghetti dinner, May 21. Take-outs
available at 10 a.m., dining room opens at 11 a.m.
Cost is $10. Salvatore’s spaghetti with meatballs and
meat sauce, salad, roll, Bernie’s Bakers dessert and
coffee or soda.
St. Francis Xavier Parish Council of Catholic
Women in Gettysburg, rummage sale at Xavier
Center on May 25 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Bag sale begins at 1 p.m. Clothing, small household items, jewelry, books, toys, games and much more. For more
information, call 717-334-3298.
Catholic Daughters Court Queen of Peace
#1023 of Lancaster invites all Catholic women
ages 18 and up to learn about their spirituality and
service to Church and community. Upcoming events
include a meeting and Bingo for residents at Conestoga View May 18 from 1-3 p.m.; a yard sale for
education May 25 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at 1055 New
Holland Avenue in Lancaster; and a meeting and
CDA Education Contest Awards Ceremony, June 2
from 1-4 p.m.
The Iris Dramatic and Social Club of Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in York, 15th annual
spring production, “Hit the Road Jack,” a comedy
about Gunderson Driving Academy, May 10 and 11
at 7 p.m. and May 12 at 3 p.m. in the parish auditorium. Tickets are $12 at the door. Refreshments and
snacks available for purchase at intermission.
Diocesan Notebook continues on page 15
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Holy Family:
Marie Boyanowski
Joanne Parise

OBITUARIES

The names of the following deceased persons have
been submitted by their parishes. Please remember in
your prayers the happy repose of these recently departed Holy Name of Jesus:
Rosemary K. Bradl
souls and the consolation of their loved ones.
Annville
St. Paul the Apostle:
Mary Jane Kugler
Rose Witmer
Bloomsburg
St. Columba:
Susan K. Gage
Bonneauville
St. Joseph the Worker:
MaryAnn Gardner
Jason Myers
Buchanan Valley
St. Ignatius Loyola:
Martha L. Clapsadle
John “Jack” Hoctor
Evan Hodge
Mary Jane Kump
Camp Hill
Good Shepherd:
Kathleen Sweeney
Coal Township
Our Lady of Hope:
Harry Kasinowski

Marianne Rosini Taylor

Salvatore Failla
Sylvia H. Mensch

St. Francis of Assisi:
Flora Jespersen

Dallastown
St. Joseph:
Diane Callihan

Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Richard Donovan

Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Joseph A. Consoli

Lancaster
Assumption BVM:
William Hoin

Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier:
Barbara Fick
Greencastle
St. Mark the Evangelist:
Patrick B. Davis

Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Catherine L. Deraco
Charlie Middleton

Hanover
St. Joseph:
Joan M. Smith

Lewistown
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Jack L. Shuey, Jr.

St. Vincent de Paul:
Richard “Red” Holmes
James “Junie” Noel

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Charles K. Sentz, Jr.
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Raffle featuring Rae Dunne items, May 31 from
11 a.m.-7 p.m. and June 1 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at
the Pauline House in Kulpmont. Kitchen and dining
items, two patio sets and bird houses. Cost is $20 for
26 tickets, $10 for 11 tickets. Extra tickets are half
price. Need not be present to win. Benefits the St. Pauline Foundation and children’s charities. Call JoAnn
at 570-259-9299.
Bingo Bash at Good Shepherd Parish Hall, Camp
Hill, on May 31. Reserve seats at www.gsschpa.org/
bingo for $25 in advance or at the parish office. Admission is $30 at the door, if seating is available. Nine
cards for 20 games. Doors open at 6 p.m., Bingo begins at 7 p.m. Cash-only and adult-only event. Black
out is 50/below for a chance to win $500. Light concessions will be sold. For information, call the parish
at 717-761-1167.
Treasures in the Valley craft/yard sale at Our
Lady of Mercy Parish in Catawissa, May 18 from
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Crafters, flea market, yard sale, catalog consultants and food. Reserve space by May 11;
$15 for one, $25 for two. Contact Melissa at treasures
inthevalley19@gmail.com.
Lebanon Catholic School’s PTO Plant Sale, May
10 from 3-7 p.m. and May 11 from 9 a.m.-noon in the
gym. Marigolds, petunias, geraniums, impatiens, begonias, sweet potato vines, bedding flowers, hanging
baskets and planters. Contact Tracey Bender at 717273-3731 or tbender@lebanoncatholicschool.org, or
visit www.lebanoncatholicschool.org.
Baby shower to benefit Lourdeshouse Maternity
Home, May 15 from 7-9 p.m. in the social hall at Holy
Name of Jesus Parish in Harrisburg. Assist moms and
babies at Lourdeshouse, Catholic Charities’ residential home, while enjoying games, prizes and desserts.
Bring an unwrapped baby gift (newborn clothing,
diapers, blankets, etc.) and purchase tickets to win a
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Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
Mary Challenger
Louis DePalma

New Oxford
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Bradley A. Myers
Quarryville
St. Catherine of Siena:
Anna Hyde
Matthew Martin

St. Katharine Drexel:
Henry Langley
Millersville
St. Philip the Apostle:
Betty M. Hartman
Mildred A. Miller
Joseph F. Mitchell

Rohrerstown
St. Leo the Great:
Rosemary F. Dinkel
Mildred M. Staniech

Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Caroline M. Brokenshire
Vincent Giacomini
Ronald J. Zaleski

York
St. Joseph:
Dolores Black
Edward Golla
Matthew Jordan

Our Lady of Mount Carmel:
Richard Dunn
Cynthia Honecker
Ryan Kornacki

St. Rose of Lima:
Dr. Jacinto Gochoco

St. Patrick:
Jean Dibert

Deceased Clergy
Please pray for the following clergy who died in May during the past
25 years:
Msgr. George Lentocha, 1997

Father John Campion, 2010

Father John Smith, 1999

Father Richard P. Waldron, 2011

Msgr. Hubert J. McGuire, 2003

Bishop Joseph P. McFadden, 2013.

basket. RSVP required. Contact Angie at hnjbaby
shower@gmail.com or Susan at 717-657-1977.
St. Monica Parish in Sunbury, chicken barbecue on May 18, starting at 11 a.m. Cost is $9. Dinners include 1/2 chicken, roll and butter, baked
beans, macaroni salad and dessert. Individual chicken halves are $7.   
“Bingo for Babies,” a cash Bingo with specials,
raffles and door prizes, June 9 in the social hall at
St. John the Baptist Parish, New Freedom. Proceeds
benefit the Pro-Life Program. Bring a baby item to
enter a special drawing. Doors open at noon for food
and drink purchases, Bingo starts at 1 p.m. Tickets
include 20 regular games and 5 special games. Advance tickets are $18; $20 at the door. Purchase tickets by contacting Barry Price 717-793-0217; Tom
Evans 717-999-4025; Bob Karotko 717-428-6647;
or the parish office 717-235-2156.
Linemen clinic with Dolphins coach Pat Flaherty, for football players entering grades 7-12,
June 22 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Delone Catholic High
School’s J.T. Flaherty Field in McSherrystown. Registration begins at 8 a.m. Registration forms available on the clinic’s Facebook page (Mason Dixon
Linemen Clinic), at www.DeloneCatholic.org or by
e-mail at masondixonclinic@gmail.com.

Job Openings
Lebanon Catholic School is seeking a cafeteria
worker for the 2019-2020 school year, preparing
and serving food items to students and/or school
personnel and maintaining food service facilities in
a safe and sanitary condition. Hours are typically 9
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. Starting wage is $9/
hour. Candidates must obtain PA Child Abuse Clearances, PA State Police Criminal Background Check,
and FBI Background checks (fingerprinting) upon
hiring. Contact Mike Blizzard at 717-273-3731, ext.
323, or omnids@lebanoncatholicschool.org.
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Next Deadline: May 15

The deadline for submissions for the May 24
edition of The Witness is Wednesday, May 15 at
4:30 p.m. Submit written announcements via email to witness@hbgdiocese.org. Limit 70 words.
No ads, posters or PDFs, please. A link to the submission deadlines for all editions in 2019 is posted
on The Witness’ page at www.hbgdiocese.org.
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DIOCESAN NEWS

New Apartments at St. Anne’s Retirement
Community Continue Adorers’ Mission
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
A new and innovative apartment
complex at St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia, Lancaster County, is
continuing a ministry that began there 90
years ago with the Adorers of the Blood of
Christ.
The 54-unit complex opened on the
grounds of the retirement community on
April 1, adding to its options for independent living with a stunning three-story
facility overlooking St. Anne’s bucolic
grounds.
Named “The Village,” the apartments are
the latest in St. Anne’s legacy of care. St.
Anne’s celebrated with an official ribbon
cutting ceremony on April 23.
“This is the latest phase in the fulfillment
of the mission and the
vision of the Sisters that
The Village Apartments,
began so many decades
the new independent-living
ago,” Ken Giovanelli,
facility at St. Anne’s
Director of Pastoral Care,
Retirement Community in
told The Catholic Witness
Columbia, features 54 units
at the grand opening.
situated on a hillside
“As the years go by,
overlooking the
people come to St. Anne’s
community’s grounds.
to give their gifts and
share all that they have,
and the community builds
upon it,” he said.
St. Anne’s is a full-service retirement community offering a continuum
of care from assisted
living and personal care to
independent living on its
campus.
“The apartments are
modern, new and beautiful, but they are really a
with the community here,” Ruth said. “We
continuation of what we’ve always done
checked out other places to live, but nothhere at St. Anne’s,” Giovanelli said, pointing to its mission of continuing the healing ing was as good as the apartments at St.
Anne’s.”
ministry of Jesus in the spirit of St. Maria
“Our son and daughter were also happy
De Mattias, foundress of the Congregation
to
see us come here, because it’s close to
of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ.
them,” she said. “My daughter lives up
on a hill just across the way, and she can
Building Community
see our apartments from her home, so that
Don and Ruth Boshnaugle, members of
makes her happy, too.”
Mountville Church of the Brethren, are
“We moved in two weeks ago, so it’s still
among the first residents of The Village
so new to us,” Don said. “We haven’t quite
Apartments. Moving to the new facility
gotten everything put in place, but we’re
was a natural fit for Ruth, who worked
enjoying it here.”
in one of St. Anne’s dining rooms for 31
Enjoying food, drinks and camaraderie
years.
in The Bistro, a spacious dining area on the
“It seems like home for us, especially
facility’s ground floor, the Boshnaugle’s

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

New neighbors Ruth Boshnaugle and Marie Grady
meet in the Bistro at The Village Apartments.

Jack and Marie
Grady talk with
Jan Cavanaugh,
Project Liaison,
while touring an
apartment during
the open house
on April 23.

met future neighbors Jack and Marie
Grady, who will move into their apartment
in June.
“We’re excited to come to the grand
opening today, especially to see the place
and look at the apartment that’s open for
the tour, so we can talk about how we’ll set
ours up next month,” said Marie.
The Grady’s, members of St. Leo the
Great Parish in Rohrerstown, are moving
into The Village Apartments after downsizing from another retirement community.
“I really like the freedom that these
apartments will give us as far as not having
to worry about upkeep, and the facilities
are beautiful,” Marie said.
The Village Apartments open from the

first floor into a bright and spacious foyer,
complete with cushioned furniture and a
fireplace. The Bistro boasts a full kitchen,
ample space for seating, and a wall of windows that overlook green space and trees.
A meditation room on the second floor
features a near life-size statue of St. Maria
De Mattias, foundress of the Congregation
of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ.
Apartments on the three floors are suited
to meet residents’ needs, with various
design options from two bedrooms with
two bathrooms to one bedroom with one
and a half bathrooms. The apartments have
beautifully-appointed kitchens, walk-in
showers, walk-in closets and balconies.
At press time, nine apartments remained
available for new tenants.
A unique feature of The Village Apartments is the fully-equipped health clinic
on the second floor. The dedicated area includes a spacious physical therapy room, a
lab, three exam rooms, doctors’ offices and
a receptionist area. The health clinic will
be staffed by UMPC Columbia Regional
Health Center and Select Physical Therapy
of Columbia.
For ‘the Dear Neighbor’
In founding the Congregation of the
Adorers of the Blood of Christ, St. Maria
De Mattias urged the Sisters to always trust
in God’s providence while showing love
and compassion for “the dear neighbor.”
In 1925, a small group of Adorers established a motherhouse on a working farm
just outside of Columbia. From their convent, they welcomed guests and became
caretakers for the elderly and ill. In 1928,
St. Anne’s officially opened its doors.
St. Anne’s Retirement Community continues it care for “the dear neighbor” today.
Those who work in pastoral care bring the
healing ministry of Jesus to residents, family and staff.
“We are the arms, legs and hands of the
Sisters here, who worked hard to build this
community. We work to continue the mission, the healing ministry of Jesus,” said
Brother John-Daniel Lytle, BFFC, who
works in pastoral care..
“This place fosters people’s spirituality,”
he said.
“St. Anne’s has core values that we promote as a facility sponsored by the Adorers. We share those values and continue to
promote them to employees, and we also
involve the residents in it,” said Giovanelli
“At St. Anne’s, you come to hear about
the work of Sisters who were former
administrators, and you learn about who
they were and how
they built the community.” he continued. “I’m privileged
to be able to share in
that, to enter into that
life stream. “Mass
has been celebrated
here every day for 90
years, and the Eucharist is in everything
we do.”
Residents, staff and
potential tenants
enjoy food, drink
and camaraderie in
the Bistro during the
open house at The
Village Apartments.

