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Dioceses
to Develop Survivor Fund
people from throughout the Diocese, similar in many ways to the Living Way of the
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Prayer Vigil

The Diocese of Harrisburg, the six other dioceses in
Pennsylvania and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, announced last week the creation of a survivor fund. This
fund will provide the financial means for survivors of
clergy sexual abuse to receive support to find healing.
Announced on Friday, Sept. 21, the fund will be
completely independent of the Church. In a joint statement, the bishops from Pennsylvania’s dioceses said,
“…we commit ourselves to creating or participating in
an independent, voluntary program that will include a
panel of qualified experts to review individual cases
and determine financial assistance. We understand that
this compensation program will require substantial
fiscal commitment and all dioceses will be seriously
impacted. We stress that it is most important for all
experts serving on this panel to be independent of the
influence of the Church or of any institution in which
children may have been abused.”
The bishops acknowledged that “the Church sometimes failed the most vulnerable among us – children
and young adults,” and that all survivors should have
an opportunity to share their stories, identify their abusers and receive compensation to assist in their healing
process.
“Since the release of the grand jury report on August 14, we the Catholic bishops of Pennsylvania have
reflected deeply on the ugly record of clergy sexual
abuse in our Commonwealth, and on times when
Church leadership failed to protect our people over a
period of decades.
“We believe such a program will expedite the process for survivors to present their cases to experienced,
compassionate experts who will determine an outcome
for each case in a swift, efficient manner. In doing so,
the panel will provide a resolution to survivors and allow them to avoid difficult and prolonged litigation,”
said the bishops in the statement. “We believe an independent panel is the best option, considering a window
or reviver of the statute of limitations will inevitably
result in bankruptcy for dioceses. Bankruptcy would
cripple the ability of a diocese to provide compensation and healing for survivors, while vastly reducing or
eliminating social service programs that greatly benefit
all Pennsylvanians by serving some of the most at-risk
people in our communities.”
The survivor fund is still in its infancy; however, the
dioceses plan to develop a program which will mirror the Independent Reconciliation and Compensation
program developed by the Archdiocese of New York.
“We cannot undo the harm that childhood sexual
abuse has caused, but in humility and repentance we
hope the path forward offers a way toward healing for
survivors and their families,” the bishops stated.
The dioceses plan to have a more detailed framework of the program developed during the next few
months. More details of the program will be published
once available. For the latest on the survivor fund and
to view the bishops’ complete statement, visit www.
youthprotectionhbg.com/survivor-assistance.

Cross. This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and

Gathering for 2018. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year

10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held
immediately following the Mass.

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland

Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,
sponsored by Catholic Charities. In keeping with the 150th anniversary celebration,
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of
the Diocese of Harrisburg. Participation is limited.

November 3, 2018  Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington,
D.C. Additional details will be forthcoming.

March 3, 2019

 Closing Mass for Anniversary Year

In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude
our year-long anniversary celebration.

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150
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A man prays during the Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on Sept. 16.
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Financial
Accountability

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
First, I want to thank each of
you for your prayers and well
wishes following my recent knee
replacement surgery. I assure you I
am on the mend and feeling much
better every day. I look forward
to getting back on my feet soon,
as I intend to be visiting parishes
and discussing the many questions
you have regarding the Attorney
General’s report and the materials
we have made available regarding
the issue of abuse within the Church.
In the wake of these revelations during the past month and
a half, the Diocese of Harrisburg and the dioceses across the
Commonwealth have had to take a hard look at ourselves.
The weeks since have been a time to fully acknowledge that
we failed the most vulnerable among us — children and
young adults. We deeply regret the pain of survivors of clergy
abuse and the failures from leadership which could have
prevented their suffering. Our mission is to make this right
for survivors, for our parishioners and for the general public.
As the Pennsylvania General Assembly returns for the fall
legislative session, justice for survivors of abuse will rightly
be a top priority. As legislative remedies are proposed,
we will review them within a policy framework of helping
survivors heal.
We also believe there must be an opportunity for
survivors, whose cases are time-barred, to tell their stories,
expose the abusers who committed these atrocious acts, and
receive compensation to support their healing and recovery.
To ensure fairness, I have joined with my brother bishops in
the Commonwealth to announce the creation of a survivors’
fund. This fund would be administered by an independent
panel, who will review individual cases and determine
financial awards for survivors.
It is our hope that this panel will help expedite the
process for survivors to present their cases to a qualified,
independent, transparent and compassionate panel of
experts, who can swiftly determine the support they need
for healing, without painful, prolonged litigation.
Most important, we agree that all experts serving in
the program must be independent of the Church. We will
commit substantial financial resources to the program, as an
effort to help victims, while continuing the Church’s critical
mission of service to the community. In doing so, the panel
will provide a resolution to survivors and allow them to avoid
difficult and prolonged litigation. We believe an independent
panel is the best option, considering a window or reviver of
the statute of limitations will inevitably result in bankruptcy
for our diocese. Bankruptcy would cripple the ability of our
diocese to provide compensation and healing for survivors,
while vastly reducing or eliminating social service programs
that greatly benefit all Pennsylvanians by serving some of the
most at-risk people in our communities.
I admit that many of the details have yet to be finalized,
but we are working diligently on the establishment of this
program. I want to assure you that as of today, no donations
you have made to the Church are going to fund our legal
bills, settlements or a fund. If that situation were to change,
we will promptly inform you, as we want to be as open and
transparent as possible throughout this process.
May God bless you for your continued faith and may Mary,
our Mother, watch over our Church.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” – Matthew 6:21
Our hearts are hurting and our faith is being tested during this trying time for the Church.
We hear you. We are hurting with you. As we all strive to find healing, our commitment
to transparency remains firm. We understand the struggle many of you are facing when it
comes to financial support for the Church. We assure you that contributions provided to
your local parish are used for the operation of that parish and its missions. Each parish in
the Diocese operates as an independent Charitable Trust. Your financial gift is used for parish
operating expenses, to provide materials for your school and religious education programs,
to pay the salaries of parish staff, to support the various parish ministries and programs, and
to help your fellow parishioners in need.
Your financial contributions have not been used for survivor settlements or the Diocese’s
legal fees. We also make you this pledge – the Diocese has not and will not pay for the legal
fees of perpetrators of child abuse. Your contributions to the Diocese have and will continue
to be used to help the poor, care for the sick, give hope to the hopeless and spread the Gospel.

Bishop Ronald Gainer
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Q&A: Understanding Forgiveness
Dear Father,
The Diocese of Harrisburg held a “Mass of
Forgiveness” shortly after the release of the
Grand Jury Report. I’ve heard from many
that asking for forgiveness so soon after the
report’s release was insensitive. Can you
shed any light on this?
A Struggling Catholic
Dear Struggling,
In the course of these difficult days, many priests
have followed the example of Bishop Gainer and
invited their parishioners to participate in a “Mass
for the Forgiveness of Sins.” This Mass derives its
name from the set of prayers found in the Roman
Missal for such an occasion.
Unfortunately, names can sometimes be
misleading when not explained clearly. Like you,
some have asked, “Who is asking forgiveness from
whom?” and, “Why do I have to ask forgiveness for
sins that were committed by Church leaders?” These
questions are reasonable and lead us to reflect more
deeply on the way sin impacts the entire life of the
Church.
It should be made clear that this Mass was not
meant to usher in a “clean slate” for the Diocese.
We fully understand that it will take time to make
amends for the actions of the unholy priests named
in the Grand Jury Report and on the Diocese list
of credibly accused. We also understand that our
actions, more than our words, must demonstrate
our repentance.
At the Diocesan Mass for Forgiveness, Bishop
Gainer was joined by several priests who serve in
the Diocese. The purpose of these Masses are to
implore the mercy of God, to ask forgiveness, and
to seek reconciliation with the whole Church. As
Catholics, we believe that sin impacts every member
of the Church and that the work of reconciliation
possesses both the vertical dimension (toward God)
and the horizontal dimension (toward the members
of the Church and, indeed, all persons who have

been harmed by our sins).
Confession of sins, especially in these public
ways by our Bishop and the priests of the Church,
is meant to express a desire for conversion from
sin toward the life of grace; repentance begins
by bringing to light our sins. St. Augustine wrote,
“Whoever confesses his sins . . . is already working
with God. God indicts your sins; if you also indict
them, you are joined with God. Man and sinner are,
so to speak, two realities: when you hear ‘man’—
this is what God has made; when you hear ‘sinner’—
this is what man himself has made. Destroy what
you have made, so that God may save what he has
made. . . . When you begin to abhor what you have
made, it is then that your good works are beginning,
since you are accusing yourself of your evil works.
The beginning of good works is the confession of evil
works. You do the truth and come to the light.”
Most of us can accept that the leaders of the
Church need to ask for forgiveness, but we struggle
to understand the role of the innocent members
in this work of reconciliation. “Why should I do
penance for others’ sins?” This question is a normal
one, especially when it derives from a place of
disappointment, frustration, and even anger. Yet,
hard as it might be, the Church is a communion,
described by St. Paul as the Body of Christ. When
part of the Body is afflicted, all are afflicted (1 Cor
12:26). Paul explains in another place that God has
entrusted the members of the entire Church with
the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18), motivated
out of love for Christ that seeks to bring those who
have wounded the whole Church by their sins to
repentance. The goal for the Christian community
is not retribution but reparation, and this comes
through both acts of justice and mercy.
In our time, to embrace this work of reconciliation
demands heroic acts of virtue. The wounds that
have been afflicted by the sins of clergy sexual abuse
and the failure of leadership are not overcome
easily by kindly words and small gestures. To be
meaningful and to bring true healing, reparation
must find its source in God’s gift of grace that is
communicated to us most assuredly through the
Sacraments of the Church, especially through the

Holy Eucharist. This is the real meaning of the Mass
of Forgiveness. At the Holy Mass, we go to the
source of healing and grace that is made present for
us at every celebration of the Holy Eucharist: the
one sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross. “By His
wounds we are healed” (Is 53:5 ;1 Pet 2:24).
Fortified by the divine help that flows forth
from the Cross, we can engage in the other acts of
reparation that bring healing to the members of
the Church. For St. Augustine, this work included
fraternal correction, intercessory prayer, and
holy tears. And, for St. Augustine, this work was
entrusted to the lay faithful of the Church to help
bring healing to the whole community. It is the
manner in which the laity shared in the “power
of the keys” to bind and to loose (Matt 16:19;
18:18). One Easter morning, Bishop Augustine
boldly announced to his flock, “You also bind, you
also loose.” Now, more than ever, we see the need
for the whole Church, including the lay faithful, to
embrace this work of reconciliation by extending
fraternal correction to their brothers in the clergy,
interceding for those wounded by the sins of the
clergy, and offering up holy tears to purify the
Church in our time.
While it might not seem fair that innocent
members of the Church are called to this work on
behalf of the guilty, there are surely fewer ways we
can more clearly strive to imitate Christ and the
love He bore for sinners than to offer ourselves for
them, as well as through prayer and penance, to
bring healing to the survivors of abuse and to bring
true conversion to the sinners who wounded them.
St. Augustine explains that it is love which animates
the saint who chooses this path. And, he continues
to explain, the greater the saint’s love, the greater
is his pain for the sinner. Let us strive to show great
love in the work that helps to bring healing to the
wounded and conversion to the sinner.
May God bless you,
			
Father Joshua Brommer,
Pastor and Rector of the Cathedral Parish
of St. Patrick, Harrisburg, and Director of
the Diocesan Office for Divine Worship

Year of Penance Announced

Diocese and Parishes to Demonstrate Atonement for Sin of Clergy Abuse
In August, Bishop Ronald Gainer designated August 2018 through August 2019 as a Year of Penance
through the Diocese of Harrisburg, in atonement for
the sins of clergy sexual abuse. Certain days throughout this year have been designated as days for the entire Church (clergy, religious, lay members) to gather and pray for the healing of survivors and for the
Church.
Parishes are encouraged to host special Masses,
confession/penance services, exposition/adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament and participate in acts of penance, including fasting.
The schedule for this Year of Penance is as follows:
DIOCESAN EVENTS
• Friday, August 16, 2019: Cathedral of St. Patrick,
Harrisburg
Day of Prayer and Penance
Noon – Votive Mass of The Mercy of God
Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament will immediately follow Mass and continue until 6 p.m.
3 p.m. – Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
4 p.m. – Recitation of the Holy Rosary
6 p.m. – Service of Commitment to the Continuing
Call to Conversion and Healing with Benediction of
the Most Blessed Sacrament

PARISH AND/OR DEANERY LEVEL
• October 20, 2018: Day of Prayer and Penance – Votive of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of Reconciliation
• November 3, 2018: Diocesan Pilgrimage to
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
• December 5, 2018: Day of Prayer and Penance – Mass for Reconciliation
• January 16, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance – Mass for the Preservation of Peace and
Justice
• February 8, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance – Mass for the Forgiveness of Sins
• March 6, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance
– Ash Wednesday
• April 15, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance
– Monday of Holy Week
• May 16, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance –
Votive Mass of Our Lady of Ransom
• June 28, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance
– Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
• July 17, 2019: Day of Prayer and Penance –
Mass for the Particular Church
Priests and Deacons are asked to fast on the
Thursdays of each week, the day connected
with the mystery of the Holy Eucharist and the
institution of the Sacred Priesthood. Priests and
Deacons are also asked to make a monthly holy
hour of atonement for the sins of clergy sexual
abuse.
Details of parish level events will be published as they are available.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Ronald Gainer focuses on the Blessed Sacrament
during the Diocese’s Service of Repentance on Aug. 17 at
St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg.

4 - The Catholic Witness • September 28, 2018

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Conference Honors Long-Time
Educators, Celebrates
Uniqueness of Catholic Schools

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of Bridgeport, Conn., delivers a keynote address on
the uniqueness of Catholic education. He also served as the principal celebrant
and homilist for Mass at the conference.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The years-long dedication of Catholic
school teachers and staff was on full display at this year’s Diocesan Education Conference, held Sept. 12 at Bishop McDevitt
High School in Harrisburg.
The event is a tradition at the start of the
academic year, and gathers educators for
a keynote presentation, an abundance of
workshops and Holy Mass – all in celebration of Catholic education.
Thirty-four teachers with 20 or more
years of service were recognized on stage,
totaling 831 years of teaching in a Catholic
school.
Among them was Gail Vojtko, who is in
her 52nd year at Lebanon Catholic School,
where she teaches German, Latin and English.
“As a teacher, I weighed the pros and the
cons in deciding where I teach. It’s never
been anything but a Catholic school for
me,” said Ms. Vojtko, who taught for three
years before coming to the diocese. “It’s
about the freedom to preach to the kids and
to be able to moralize whenever necessary,
to teach the whole child, which includes the
spiritual side of the child.”
“While Lebanon Catholic is one of the
smallest schools in the diocese, I believe
that is the very thing that gives it its character and that keeps it the ‘family’ that it is,”
she said.
“It’s like being ‘home,’ but with a lot
more kids,” she said of Lebanon Catholic. “I could have retired long ago, but as
long as I still have something to offer the

kids at LC, why would I do that? That’s
where my love goes – to the kids.”
The Diocesan Department for Catholic
Schools bestowed the annual Distinguished
Educator Award on David Sharp, Chair of
the Math Department at Lancaster Catholic
High School.
The Distinguished Educator Award is
named in honor of Frederick Noel, who
taught at York Catholic High School and
served as Diocesan Assistant Superintendent for Special Programs from 1970-1990.
Modeling Christ in the classroom is the
call for all Catholic educators, Mr. Sharp
said.
“Even in my math classes, we pray every
day. As I volunteer, and as I show students
what it’s like to live the faith, that’s an important part of their Catholic education,” he
said.
“A lot of parents who talk about why they
send their kids to Catholic school say they
do so because they know their children will
be taught in the faith,” Mr. Sharp said. “As
department chair, we look for that in the
teachers we hire, not just that they can teach
the subject, but that they live their faith and
serve as a model for the students.”
The keynote speaker and principal celebrant of the Mass was Bishop Frank J.
Caggiano of Bridgeport, Conn., as Bishop
Ronald Gainer underwent double knee surgery that morning.
A presenter for World Youth Day celebrations and a former advisor of The National
Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry,
Bishop Caggiano delivered a spirited presentation on the unique mission of Catholic

2018 HONOREES

The Diocesan Department for Catholic Schools recognized the following
Catholic school educators and staff for significant years of service.
Georgine Purcell, 20 Years
Lebanon Catholic

Patriciann Fagnani, 25 Years
St. Joseph, Hanover

William Sibley, 20 Years
York Catholic

Mary Louise Funk, 30 Years
Our Lady of Lourdes, Coal Township

Ellen Krzywicki, 20 Years
Good Shepherd, Camp Hill

Michelle Detz, 30 Years
Our Lady of the Angels, Columbia

Gail Schuchart, 20 Years
St. Teresa of Calcutta, McSherrystown

Donna Copeland, 30 Years
St. Anne, Lancaster

Amy Sullivan, 20 Years
St. Patrick, Carlisle

Julie Hartman, 30 Years
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lancaster

Cynthia Gulya, 20 Years
Seven Sorrows BVM, Middletown

Jacqueline Cicchetti, 30 Years
Lancaster Catholic

Tina Zimmerman, 20 Years
St. Theresa, New Cumberland

Teresa Laforest, 35 Years
St. Anne, Lancaster

Kelly Knouse, 20 Years
St. Anne, Lancaster

Marla Peters, 35 Years
St. Joseph, Mechanicsburg

Ramona Morales, 20 Years
Bishop McDevitt, Harrisburg

Jacquelyn Muehleisen, 40 Years
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lancaster

John Sherdel, Jr., 20 Years
Delone Catholic, McSherrystown

Dr. Michael Hayes, 40 Years
Lancaster Catholic

Anne Bleistine, 20 Years
Lancaster Catholic

Susan Martin, 40 Years
Lancaster Catholic

Elizabeth Emery-Tupper, 20 Years
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg

Gail Vojtko, 52 Years
Lebanon Catholic

Patricia Zumbrum, 20 Years
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg

Pat Metrocavage, Business Manager
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional, Coal
Township

Robert Kennedy, 20 Years
St. Catherine Labouré, Harrisburg
Teri Martinelli, 20 Years
St. Catherine Labouré, Harrisburg
Kathleen James, 21 Years
St. Catherine Labouré, Harrisburg
James Collins, 21 Years
St. Margaret Mary, Harrisburg
Mary Scaccia, 23 Yaers
Resurrection, Lancaster
Lynn Yealy, 24 Years
Delone Catholic, McSherrystown
Barbara Murphy, 25 Years
St. Francis Xavier School, Gettysburg

Holly Sorice, Cafeteria Manager
Delone Catholic, McSherrystown
FREDERICK F. NOEL
DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR
AWARD
David Sharp
Lancaster Catholic
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Peg Rizutto
St. Rose of Lima, Thomasville
MSGR. GEORGE V. LENTOCHA
MISSION AWARD
Our Lady of the Angels, Columbia

More CONFERENCE, page 5

Bishop McDevitt students serve during the Mass. The school’s National Honor
Society, Student Council and Student Ambassadors assisted at the conference

David Sharp of Lancaster Catholic High School receives the Frederick F. Noel
Distinguished Educator Award from Father Edward J. Quinlan, Diocesan Secretary for Education.
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Conference

Continued from A4

education.
He told the crowd of educators from the diocese’s 39 schools that the distinct mission of
Catholic education is found in the word “and.”
“We speak of God and man in Jesus Christ.
We speak of Scripture and Tradition, of the
value of the individual person and the community of faith. We speak of freedom and grace.
We speak of faith and reason,” he said.
A Catholic education addresses grace and
nature, offering a transformative experience
for students, Bishop Caggiano remarked.
“All things human and all things divine are
engaged at every moment of every day in every Catholic school,” he said.
“All schools educate… All schools form…
But the unique mission of Catholic education
is to educate and to form,” Bishop Caggiano
said. “With the invitation of Christ to be present in our midst, it is with the intention of faith
to transform the entire person – mind, heart,
soul and spirit – to encounter the living, risen
Savior, and to be forever changed and put on
the path to eternal life.”
The conference featured a wealth of Catholic exhibitors, and numerous workshops
throughout the afternoon. Workshop topics included methods for increasing enrollment and
allocating financial aid, how to assist students Students in the Liturgy and Handbell Choir from St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg perform musical selections as
with depression and ADHD, and creative ways conference attendees arrive.
to incorporate social media, art and the faith
into lesson plans.
Gail Vojtko is recognized
“This conference is a great opportunity to
by Father Edward J. Quinconnect with other educators in the diocese,”
lan, Diocesan Secretary for
said Mr. Sharp. “It’s a good and uplifting expeEducation, for her 52 years of
rience to have the whole Catholic school comteaching at Lebanon Catholic
munity here for Mass, workshops and connecSchool.
tions.”

Jaime Carson and Maura Consedine of the choir from Trinity High School in Camp Hill lead
the Responsorial Psalm during the celebration of Mass.

Prepare for Life
Choose a school for your child that will prepare them for more than just the next grade.
Catholic Schools educate the Whole Child. We strive to educate each student in mind, body and spirit.
We believe that every child is a gift from God. We work with parents to unlock
amazing potential of every student.

Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Each school can work with parents on
need-based and merit-based opportunities available to help to reduce tuition costs.
Catholic Schools are accredited and have a proven record of academic excellence.
Over 98% of our students graduate from High School and are offered over $40 million
in college scholarships.

Learn More at a Catholic School Near You!
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org
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Resurrection Students begin Year with New Chromebooks
By Donna Walker
Special to The Witness
Resurrection
Catholic
School’s sixth, seventh and
eighth grade students started
the year with their own personal
Chromebooks. The Chromebooks were funded entirely
through charitable donations.
Teacher Michael Patten, overseer of the program to introduce
the devices at Resurrection, located in Lancaster, said technical competence and confidence
are necessary for success. He
noted the devices are also used
at Lancaster Catholic High
School.
“Mastering these tools and
skills while at RCS will not
only increase educational outcomes now, it will best prepare
students for success in high
school,” he said.
Students in kindergarten
through fifth grade will continue to use iPads.
The school raised money for
the devices throughout the past

Resurrection Catholic School students David Stefanow, Melky
Escalante, Cole Taylor, Zury Jaramillo and Ginger Albert work
with their Chromebooks during the first week of sixth grade. The
school raised $30,000 to equip students in grades 6-8 with their
own Chromebook.

Seventh grader Peter Nguyen works on his personal Chromebook at Resurrection Catholic School during the first week of
school.

year. Funding came in part from
the Extraordinary directing donations from the Extraordinary
Give, the National Catholic
Education Association’s day of
giving, the school’s annual golf
outing, and generous organizations and individuals.

said Abraham Santiago, a seventh grader, as he worked on his
Chromebook for the first time.
Students are permitted to take
the Chromebooks home, and
agree to pay $10 for a protection plan that covers most of the
expenses if the devices are dam-

“Donations ranged from
modest to extremely generous,”
Mr. Patten said. They added up
to $30,000, enough to upgrade
infrastructure and to buy the
devices, insurance and accessories.
The devices are “pretty cool,”

DONNA WALKER, RESURRECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL

aged or lost.
For more information about
Resurrection Catholic School,
call 717-392-3083 or visit
www.rcspa.org.
(Donna Walker is the Marketing Director at Resurrection
Catholic School.)

Bishop McDevitt Welcomes 66 Students into National Honor Society
Bishop McDevitt High School,
Harrisburg, celebrated the induction of 66 students into the National Honor Society on Sept. 14.
The students received the honor after achieving a cumulative
Grade Point Average of 3.7 or
greater and completing a written
application for admission. The
written application gave students
a forum to express their attributes
of service, leadership and character, as well as their curricular
and extracurricular involvement
both within and outside of the
Bishop McDevitt community. A
faculty council selects members
students based on outstanding
scholarship, character, leadership and service.
Bishop McDevitt High School,
a Catholic, college-preparatory
coeducational school, serves
students of diverse intellectual,
socio-economic and religious
backgrounds. The school nurtures the whole person by creat-

ing a challenging academic environment rooted in Gospel values.
Its community aspires to gradu-

ate well-rounded Christian men
and women committed to living
moral lives of holiness, integrity,

justice and responsible citizenship.
For more information about

Bishop McDevitt High School,
visit www.bishopmcdevitt.org or
call 717-236-7973.

Grandparents and Special Friends Day
St. Patrick School in Carlisle hosted hundreds of visitors for lunch on Sept.
10 as part of its Grandparents and Special Friends Day. Students in preschool

through eighth grade invited guests for the annual event, which included lunch,
sweets and musical performances by students.

Three generations enjoy Grandparents and Special Friends Day at St. Patrick School in Carlisle: from left, Mary Kleinert, Mary Hunton and Mary Malloy
Hunton.

Army Col. Robert Halvorson shares a meatball with his daughter, Victoria.

LISA MADDUX, ST. PATRICK SCHOOL, CARLISLE

PARISH NEWS
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Bringing Jesus to the
Streets of Lancaster

More than 400 strong, Catholic faithful took Jesus to the
streets of Lancaster on Sept. 22 in a mile-long Eucharistic
Procession that stopped traffic and drew residents from
their homes.
The two-hour procession began at St. Joseph Church
and stopped at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church and the Lancaster County Courthouse for prayer
and reflection. It concluded at San Juan Bautista Parish with
food and fellowship.
The Blessed Sacrament was carried in a monstrance
underneath an adorned canopy to lead the way. The faithful
followed as the procession wove its way through the city
streets.
Father Leo Goodman, Father Allan Wolfe, Father
Deogratias Rwegasira and Father Brian Olkowski – priests
of Assumption BVM, St. Joseph and San Juan parishes –
took turns carrying the Blessed Sacrament.
“It’s a great way to follow in the footsteps of Jesus,
showing our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and
bringing His Presence to our city,” said Father Brian
Olkowski, parochial vicar at St. Joseph and San Juan
Bautista Parishes.

(A photo gallery of the procession is on the Diocese’s Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/dioceseofharrisburg
Father Deogratias Rwegasira,
Chaplain at Lancaster General Hospital, focuses on the Blessed Sacrament as he carries the monstrance
in the procession.

The Eucharistic Procession stops at Assumption BVM Church, located at the corner of Prince and Vine streets in downtown Lancaster.

The sun casts rays through the trees
as Catholic faithful process with a banner of St. Padre Pio, whose feast the
Church celebrated Sept 22.

Young participants wearing Rosaries and Scapulars join the prayerful and public
witness to the faith.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Father Brian Olkowski, parochial vicar at St. Joseph and San Juan Bautista parishes, leads the Eucharistic Procession
through downtown Lancaster.
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FALL FESTIVALS

Parish Festivals Welcome Fall
By Rachel Bryson, M.S.
The Catholic Witness
Many parishes across the Diocese hosted
fall festivals during the past two weeks. Fun
carnival games, homemade baked goods,
basket raffles, an abundance of food options and great fellowship ushered in the
changing season.
St. Theresa’s in New Cumberland hosted
their festival on Saturday, Sept. 15. The
third annual event, the festival is open to
the entire community and organizers anticipated a large turnout.
“The event is to provide a social environment for the parish and the community,”
said Mark Reilly, chairperson of the festival planning committee and St. Theresa parishioner. “It’s not about raising money, but
creating that bond.”
Reilly anticipated this year’s event would
draw nearly 1,000 people, making it their
largest festival to date.
“We really seem to get an equal mix of
parish and community members attending
the festival,” Reilly said, adding the festival
would not be possible without the hundreds
of volunteers. “Our volunteers work in
shifts. It wouldn’t be the event it is without
them.”
“We love coming,” said Nick Malawskey, a parishioner. “We’ve come every year
and we really appreciate it.”
At St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg, food trucks, games and musicians filled the parking lot after Mass on
Sunday, Sept. 23 for the parish’s inaugural
food truck festival.
Parish and community members enjoyed
fare from grilled cheese, BBQ and Greek
food to cupcakes and snow cones.
Last year, St. Katharine’s hosted an outdoor Mass and invited parishioners to bring
potluck food items for a meal and fellowship.

RACHEL BRYSON, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

With a powerful throw, these festival goers had a great time playing the games at St. Theresa’s fall festival.
Kenneth Decker, parish council president, said the idea for a food truck festival
this year was inspired by those hosted by
St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
“This is an opportunity for families and
friends to share a day of fellowship with
each other at our church,” Decker said.

William Dando makes his way through a tunnel as he enjoys the games at St.
Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg.

Josie Parsons tops her snow cone with blue syrup during a food truck fest at
St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Mechanicsburg on Sept. 23.

Hana Gimble, left,
and her grandmother, Ruth Clarke, participate in the basket
raffle at St. Theresa’s
fall festival in New
Cumberland.

Rayne, left, and
Rayeal had a blast
playing the carnival
games during St.
Theresa’s fall festival.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Siblings consider the whoopie pies offered at the Sugar Whipped Bakery’s truck.

DIOCESAN NEWS
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Hispanic Heritage Mass Serves
as Send-Off for Encuentro Delegates
By Jaclyn Curran
Special to The Witness
Marking the beginning of Hispanic
Heritage Month in the United States
each year, the Hispanic/Latino
community of the Diocese of Harrisburg
gathers every September to celebrate
their rich culture and steadfast faith.
This year’s Hispanic Heritage Mass
was Sept. 16 at St. Patrick Cathedral
in Harrisburg. It began with a Rosary
led by the Legion of Mary. Colorful
ethnic dresses, parish banners and music
provided by members of St. Benedict
the Abbot Parish in Lebanon were
a moving tribute from a community
that represents 40% of the Catholic
population in the United States.
Father Allan Wolfe, pastor of San
Juan Bautista and St. Joseph parishes in
Lancaster, celebrated the Mass. He gave
a blessing to the diocesan delegates
before they traveled to Texas on Sept.
20 for a four-day encounter – the V
Encuentro – with more than 3,000
Hispanic/Latino members of the Church
in the U.S. The work at the V Encuentro
will help develop a pastoral plan for
Hispanic/Latino ministry by 2020.
In his homily, Father Luis Rodriguez
shared the spirit of V Encuentro.
“At the core of the V Encuentro is
our call to be missionary disciples,”
he said. “This means getting out
of our comfortable four walls and
evangelizing. This means living God’s
love and God’s will.”
“The work we delegates are doing
is because, by 2020, the Hispanic/
Latino community will represent at
least 50% of the Catholic Church in the
United States. Right now, 73% of the
youth ministry in the United States is
Hispanic,” he noted. “We truly are the
future of the Catholic Church.”
“The V Encuentro will teach us how
to answer Jesus’ question ‘Who do you
say I am?’ We will identify tools to
better serve the Hispanic community
in our diocese at all levels, without
prejudice and without preference,”
Father Rodgriguez said. “We want more
Hispanic leaders, we want to increase
Hispanic vocations to the priesthood
and religious life, we want to plant
seeds of leadership so we can respond to
Jesus like Peter did: ‘You are Christ, the
Son of the living God.’”
Diocesan delegates to the V
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The diocesan delegates to the V Encuentro in Texas – a gathering to create a pastoral plan for Hispanic/Latino ministry –
receive a blessing at the conclusion of Mass.

Father Allan Wolfe, pastor of San Juan
Bautista and St. Joseph parishes in
Lancaster, incenses the altar.

Encuentro are Father Luis Rodriguez
and Manuel Jiménez of Corpus
Christi Parish in Chambersburg;
Father Jonathan Sawicki, Jackie
Hernandez and Esteban Hernandez of
Immaculate Conception BVM Parish
in York; Aida Pichardo of St. Joseph
Parish in Hanover and Jaclyn Curran,

Amaya Lewis of St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon prepares to receive
Holy Communion.

A young woman prays at the Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass on Sept. 16.

Diocesan Coordinator for Multicultural
Ministries.
Coverage of their efforts at the fourday encounter will be in the next edition

of The Catholic Witness.
(Jaclyn Curran is the Diocesan
Coordinator for Multicultural
Ministries.)

A member of St. Joseph Parish in Hanover carries his parish’s banner in the Entrance Procession.
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NATIONAL NEWS

Church Present and Future: Synod to
Show Young Catholics’ Needs, Gifts

#WhyImCatholic Movement Aims to
Share Hope at Difficult Time for Church

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Francis attends a pre-synod gathering of youth delegates in Rome March
19. The Synod of Bishops on young people, the faith and vocational discernment
will take place Oct. 3-28 at the Vatican.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
The Synod of Bishops will meet in October to try to look at the world and the Catholic
Church through the eyes of teenagers and young adults and find ways to encourage their enthusiasm and dreams, help them sift through the possibilities life offers them to serve others
and resist the temptations that come their way.
Pope Francis will preside over the synod, which is scheduled for Oct. 3-28 and will bring
together more than 300 cardinals, bishops, priests, religious and lay experts, including young
people.
In addition to their personal experience, synod participants will have at their disposal a
working document that was based on: input from bishops’ conferences, religious orders, offices of the Roman Curia and Catholic organizations; on online survey open to anyone 16-29
years old; and a document prepared by more than 300 young people who met in Rome in
March at the invitation of the pope.
But just to make sure, young voices are still ringing in their ears, Pope Francis has invited
hundreds of young people to join synod participants Oct. 6 in the Vatican audience hall for
an evening of music and of young people talking about the search for their identity, hopes for
their relationships and ideas for living a life of service and self-giving.
The theme for the synod is: “Young people, the faith and vocational discernment.”
The synod is not focused on increasing vocations to the priesthood and religious life, although that obviously is one of the concerns the pope and participants will discuss.
The real topic is, in essence, the Church, its present and its future.
Addressing the presynod gathering in March, Pope Francis said the Church and its members must reach out, ask what God wants of them and continually find new ways to respond
to the hopes and needs of the world’s people.
Of course, he said, everyone must “keep an eye on the roots” of the Church and preserve its
essential teachings, but they also must find creative ways to share those teachings and reflect
on how the Gospel responds to people’s questions today.
Young people, he said, are the ones who can help the Church fight “the logic of ‘it’s always
been done this way,’” which he described as “a poison, a sweet poison that tranquilizes the
heart and leaves you anesthetized so you can’t walk.”
But to equip young people to take their rightful place in the Church, Church leaders must
listen to them, be as honest as possible in responding to their questions and pass on to them
the art of discernment.
Discernment, according to the synod working document, is a prayerful process that “leads
us to recognize – and become attuned with – the action of the Spirit in true spiritual obedience. In this way, it becomes openness to new things, courage to move outward and resistance
to the temptation of reducing what is new to what we already know.”
“Discernment is listening, first and foremost, that can also become a driver for our actions,
the ability to be creatively faithful to the one single mission the Church has always been entrusted with,” the document said.
But reaching young people, educating them in the faith, preparing them for discernment
and helping them live as Christians in the world involve addressing myriad issues, so the
synod is expected to be broad.
For example, in mid-September the bishops’ conferences of East Africa published a list of
the priorities their delegates will address at the synod: “Catechesis to counter the impact of
religious fundamentalism and Pentecostalism; (the) institutional vocational status of single
persons with no particular consecration; training of spiritual directors; as well as formation
for active citizenry in politics; dignity of women; and civil, social and political engagement.”
The East African bishops also have members who will address the synod on: Catholic education; digital technology; unemployment; the liturgy; “situations of war, violence and young
migrants; the role of families and life choices; and formative and social accompaniment.”
The 300 young adults who met in Rome in March mentioned those issues, as well as others.
But underlying all their concerns was a request that Church leaders recognize them as full
members of the Catholic community, take their concerns and questions seriously and make a
commitment to being real role models and mentors.
The young adults, most of whom work for the Church or are very active in their parishes or
Catholic movements, said young Catholics need better education in what the Church teaches.
But they also need patient answers when they have questions about Church teaching that do
not seem to coincide with the values and practices they absorb from their cultures.
At the same time, speaking for themselves and their peers, the young adults did not just
stretch out their hands asking for help. They also offered it, if Church leaders were willing to
open space for them.
“The Church must involve young people in its decision-making processes and offer them
more leadership roles” on a parish, diocesan, national and international level, they said.
“The young Church also looks outward,” their statement said. “Young people have a passion for political, civil and humanitarian activities. They want to act as Catholics in the public
sphere for the betterment of society as a whole. In all these aspects of Church life, young
people wish to be accompanied and to be taken seriously as fully responsible members of
the Church.”

CNS/CATHOLIC EXTENSION

Catholic Extension launched #WhyImCatholic campaign that invites Catholics
to share stories of hope as a way to support one another and walk together in
faith through the challenging times facing the Catholic Church.

Catholic News Service
Catholic Extension has launched a new social media campaign called #WhyImCatholic to offer “hope and unity” for Catholics by inviting them to share
their positive stories about faith and community “during this difficult chapter in
the Church.”
As U.S. Catholics “struggle with the painful issues facing the Church today,”
particularly the abuse crisis, Catholic Extension “recognizes that it is a difficult
time to be Catholic.”
“It’s times like this we should join together, as a faith family looking toward
positive examples, to unify people and provide support,” the Chicago-based national organization said in a Sept. 20 news release announcing the social media
campaign.
Catholic Extension is inviting people to share their stories, including short
videos, photos or a written post on social media using the hashtag #WhyImCatholic. They also can submit them to www.catholicextension.org/whyimcatholic.
Stories will be gathered and shared on the Chicago-based organization’s Facebook page, Twitter account (@CathExtension) and website (www.catholicextension.org) to illustrate “what makes people proud to be Catholic and gives
them hope for the future.”
“To be Catholic is to be part of a faith community that really believes in one
another – that really believes in the world in which we live,” Father Jack Wall,
president of Catholic Extension, said in a statement. “As a family, we will bond
together in the difficult moments, but we will build a stronger future together,
through hope.”

Diocese of Harrisburg Women’s Conference
October 20 from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker:
Jennifer Fulwiler, author and SiriusXM host
“Pro-Choice to Pro-Life Conversion”
Workshop Sessions ~
Confession ~
Eucharistic Adoration ~
Praise and Worship ~
Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass ~ Lunch ~ Vendors
Register online and find
more information at www.
hbgdiocese.org/women
For general information,
contact Jim Gontis at
jgontis@hbgdiocese.org
or 717-657-4804,
ext. 227.
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The Called

A series of profiles on clergy and religious

Name: Fr. Stephen Logue
Age: 26
Hometown: York, Pa.
Education: Public school for
K-12 grades, most at York Suburban; St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary in Philadelphia; and the
Pontifical North American College
in Rome.
Tell me a little bit about your childhood – parents, siblings, etc.
I was a Navy brat growing up and we
moved a little bit. I was born in Virginia,
lived in Washington D.C., and then we
moved around for six years. I have an
older sister, who lives nearby with four
kids. It can be exciting. One moment it’s
like I’m an only child and the next, I’m
part of a whole herd.
I was a Boy Scout and kind of nerdy in
high school. I wanted to be an engineer. I
looked into mechanical engineering and
built a robot in high school. I also played
water polo, but we only had one game all
season because there was no one to play
against. But it was a lot of fun.
I applied to a number of colleges, but
seminary was always my first choice. It
was certainly a big difference between
thinking about engineering to studying
philosophy.
Were you always interested in becoming a priest?
Growing up, I was always interested
in math and science. I thought something like engineering was what I wanted
to do. When I was a sophomore in high
school, I went on a Lenten retreat with
our youth group and I really enjoyed it. It
gave us the opportunity to be away from
the world, to pray and to really connect
with the Lord. The director said afterward
to me and a few other young men that
we should consider going to Quo Vadis
Days and I loved it. It was an opportunity to meet other Catholic young men
interested in the priesthood, or at the least
open to God’s work in their lives. These
were young men striving to live their faith
authentically and live good, holy lives. It
was reassuring to me being in that environment.
I kept in touch with the vocations office

and went back to Quo Vadis Days after
my junior year of high school. After that,
I submitted an application for seminary. It
was a lengthy process with a few ups and
downs. Kevin Rhoades was bishop and
he was transferred, and then our vocations director was sent off for his first few
months of military chaplaincy, so I felt a
little abandoned and a little lost. At the
same time, I was wait-listed at a few of
the universities I had applied to, so it was
a real stressful time. I was reassured several times that I hadn’t been forgotten and
eventually was interviewed and accepted.
Something important to remember
about seminary is that when you enter,
it’s not about signing on the dotted line
and knowing for sure that God is calling
you to be a priest. Every year that you are
in seminary, you’re asking yourself the
question again, “Is God calling me to be
in seminary right now?” It’s kind of like
dating. You’re spending time with this
person and seeing if this is where you are
meant to be for the rest of your life.
What was seminary like?
Seminary is a very intense process. It’s
a lot more than just the academics you’d
encounter in a regular college program.
The real desire of the Church is to have
men formed in more than just their intellect. We speak often of the four pillars
of seminary formation, one of them being intellectual. The others are spiritual
formation, which is focused on growing
in your relationships with God and your
prayer life; pastoral formation, which is
the ability to go out and minister to people and to teach in schools, visit nursing
homes and hospitals, and help out in parishes; and the final pillar is human formation, which in general is growing to be a
good, holy Catholic man. Being confident
in who you are, mature for your age and

Annual Dinner to Benefit Catholic
Charities’ Residential Homes
Monday, October 22
Diocesan Center, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker:
Former NFL Player Kevin Reilly,
who will share his personal story of
finding God in hardships
5:00 p.m.
Reception and Silent Auction
6:00 p.m.
Dinner by 2 Gals Catering
7:00 p.m.
Kevin Reilly’s Keynote
Dinner reservations are $100 per person.
Event sponsorship levels are available.
Cash, check, Visa and MasterCard accepted for the silent auction.
For information and special arrangements, contact Chris Meehan at
717-657-4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@cchbg.org.

being a fully functional adult. Our academics might not be as strenuous as a regular university, but that’s because a lot of
time and energy is devoted to these other
pillars. It’s an intense period of growth. It
can be stressful and very involved, but ultimately this is where God is calling you
to be.
One incident from my time in seminary
which is relevant to our current situation,
is that I was in Philadelphia for my first
four years and I was there for the second
Grand Jury Report on the Archdiocese. I
wasn’t sure what the reactions would be
or what my own reaction would be. This
was really my first experience of coming
to know some of the sins and the crimes of
far too many priests. What I noticed then
and what I’m seeing now, is that it only
served to increase the resolve in us and in
the young men considering the call. There
is a recognition that with the Church being faced with such evil and crimes, there
is a need for good, holy priests.
Has anything changed for you since
the Grand Jury Report?
I had known this report was in the
works and I had some ideas of what we
would see, but not to the extent of what
was in the report. Initially I was worried
about how to preach to people and how to
address their different needs, because this
is about more than just the crimes. This
stirs up a lot of deep wounds and everyone responds differently. So I was concerned how to address it from the pulpit.
But I was quickly reassured. Our readings
from Scripture over the past month have
been exceptionally appropriate, talking
about the sins from Israel and how they
kept falling into sin and the Lord has to
keep pulling them up, dusting them off
and setting them back on track. Often, we
may find ourselves thinking we are superior to the Israelites, but this experience
has been very humbling to see that we
can make the same mistakes, of the same
gravity, of the people of Israel because
the human condition hasn’t changed. We
need God’s presence in the same way the
people of Israel did to get back on track.
Are there any messages you’d like to
share with the public regarding the re-
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port?
A few weeks ago I attended a priest
gathering with our priests and Bishop
Gainer. It was amazing to see the reactions from our priests in the Diocese.
How angry they were for the hurt that has
been perpetrated and allowed to happen.
But also how resolved they are to care for
their people, their flock, and how determined they are to get answers for their
people.
I think the most important message we
can get out is that, in whatever darkness
we find, the message of the Gospel holds
true, the message Jesus brought and his
sacrifice is still true. Even if that message
was presented to us through unworthy,
sinful hands, the message is still true.
Tell me something fun about you, or
a little known fact?
I’m quite a movie buff. There was a time
in college where we made a few Catholic
movie reviews and I think they might still
be on YouTube. I’ve always loved Sci-Fi,
Star Wars is of course at the top of the list.
But my favorite movie of all time has to
be the Hunt for Red October. Not just as a
biased Navy brat, but I think this was the
truest movie to Tom Clancy’s style and I
just really like the whole story.
One fun note about when Star Wars:
Episode VI came out, I was in Rome.
On the first day of its release, there was
a lot of excitement. At one of the English
showings in the afternoon, it was absolutely packed with priests and seminarians. Most of us were in our collars because we had just come from school and
many of us were in Star Wars masks, like
Chewbacca or a Stormtrooper. I was a
Stormtrooper. Normally, in Italian theaters, they have an intermission. This
time, the attendants asked if they could
come in and take a picture with us.
Do you have any hobbies?
I’m into board games. A popular one
is Axis and Allies, which is trying to win
World War II.
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The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild
of the Catholic Medical Association

‘Beginning Experience’ Weekend for
Those Suffering the Loss of a Spouse

invites all Catholic physicians, healthcare workers,
medical students, residents and their families to attend the

Nov. 9-11, Camp Hebron in Halifax, PA

ANNUAL WHITE MASS

Sunday, October 14 at 9:30 a.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Father Paul C.B. Schenck,
Celebrant and Homilist
RSVP for reception to kneri@hbgdiocese.org

The Beginning Experience Team for the Harrisburg Diocese has booked
Camp Hebron in Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience Weekend, Nov. 9-11,
2018. The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are an approved program designed for those suffering the loss of a spouse through death, divorce
or separation.
Visit the diocesan website, www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to “marriage and
family,” or check www.beginningexperience.org. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience Team, Julie, at 717-

Schedule of Daily Masses at Parishes during Priests’ Workshop
The Annual Priests’ Continuing Education Workshop will be held October 8-12, 2018 in Hunt Valley, MD.
During this time, daily Masses will be celebrated by visiting, retired and religious order priests in the following churches.
ADAMS DEANERY
Bonneauville, Saint Joseph the Worker
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Hanover, Saint Vincent de Paul
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

CUMBERLAND/PERRY DEANERY
Camp Hill, Good Shepherd
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
8:30 a.m.
Carlisle, Saint Patrick
Shrine Church: Monday, 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m.
Marsh Drive Church: Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Marysville, Our Lady of Good Counsel
Monday, 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:00 a.m.
Friday, 9:00 a.m.
Mechanicsburg, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Tuesday, Thursday, 7:00 a.m.
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.
New Bloomfield, Saint Bernard
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

DAUPHIN DEANERY
Harrisburg, Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
12:00 noon
Harrisburg, Holy Family
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Harrisburg, Holy Name of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.
Harrisburg, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:00 a.m.
Monday, Friday, 12:00 noon
Harrisburg, Saint Francis of Assisi
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 7:00 p.m. - Spanish
Harrisburg, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:30 a.m.
Hershey, Saint Joan of Arc
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
6:45 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.
Lewistown, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 7:00 a.m.
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
Middletown, Seven Sorrows
Monday, 8:30 a.m. School Mass
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

Mifflintown, Saint Jude Thaddeus
Monday, 9:00 a.m. School Mass

FRANKLIN DEANERY
Blue Ridge Summit, Saint Rita
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9:00 a.m.

NORTHUMBERLAND DEANERY
Coal Township, Our Lady of Hope
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
7:00 a.m.
Elysburg, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 8:15 a.m.

Chambersburg, Corpus Christi
Communion Services Only
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 7:00 a.m.

Kulpmont, Holy Angels
Communion Services Only
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

Fairfield, Immaculate Conception, BVM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

Lykens, Our Lady, Help of Christians
Monday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.

Shippensburg, Our Lady of the Visitation
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:30 a.m.
Waynesboro, Saint Andrew
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.

LEBANON DEANERY
Annville, Saint Paul the Apostle
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, 6:00 a.m.
Lebanon, Assumption BVM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.
Lebanon, Saint Cecilia
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, 12:05 p.m.

NORTH LANCASTER DEANERY
Columbia, Saint Peter
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:00 a.m.
Saint Mary’s Chapel, Wrightsville:
Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.
Ephrata, Our Mother of Perpetual Help
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.
Lititz, Saint James
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9:00 a.m.

NORTHERN DEANERY
Danville, Saint Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 6:30 a.m.
Monday, Thursday, 6:15 p.m.
Selinsgrove, Saint Pius X
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 7:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 12:00 Noon
Sunbury, Saint Monica
Monday, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 7:00 a.m.

Mount Carmel, Divine Redeemer
Monday, Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Confession after Mass
Mount Carmel, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.
Shamokin, Mother Cabrini
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
8:00 a.m.
Trevorton, Saint Patrick
Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.
Williamstown, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Tuesday, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

SOUTH LANCASTER DEANERY
Lancaster, Sacred Heart of Jesus
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
6:30 a.m. & 8:30 a.m.
Lancaster, Saint John Neumann
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
9:00 a.m.
Lancaster, Saint Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
6:30 a.m.
Rohrerstown, Saint Leo the Great
Monday, 8:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:45 a.m.
Lancaster, San Juan Bautista
Monday, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, 7:00 a.m.
Quarryville, Saint Catherine of Siena
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
9:00 a.m.

YORK DEANERY
York, Immaculate Conception BVM
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. Spanish
York, Saint Joseph
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
6:45 a.m. & 8:00 a.m.
Friday, 6:45 a.m. & 8:30 a.m.

COMMENTARY
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Jubilee: The Holy Ground
Juliet Altenburg

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Many years ago, while I was stationed in the Bronx,
Immaculate Conception Parish had a custom of feeding the poor on Thanksgiving. We fed approximately
200 people and then prepared another 200 meals for
shut-ins in the parish and neighborhood.
Being new to the feeding-the-poor scene, I was a bit
overwhelmed at the amount of need. I can remember
stepping back and having a conversation with myself:
“Geralyn, what’s the matter with you? Your dad’s family came from this neighborhood! These individuals
are members of your family, your kin. You are called
to love them!” My response after the, “Oh, heck!” was
to look each of the folks in the eye, ask them their
name and engage with them. I must have done something “above and beyond” when the organizer pulled
me aside to correct me: “Ah, Sister, I just want you
to remember that you can’t solve the issues in their
lives. We are just to feed them and then send them back
out to their life.” Looking at her, I retorted, “Really, I
thought we were not about just feeding them but giving THANKS with them for … ah … whatever. Or
better yet, giving thanks with them for the presence of
God here and now.”
I could not help thinking about this story as I continue to reflect on the “living saints” that work and live
among us, making our Diocese truly awesome! One
woman I recently met was Juliet Altenburg of St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland. From the information
that I received about her during the Year of Faith in

2012, Juliet was coordinated Communion to the homebound, was the parish nurse, an Extraordinary Minister
of the Eucharist, lector, and even went on mission trips
to Haiti to share her nursing skills with the poor.
When I caught up with her via phone, she laughed
and said that she no longer does most of the items on
that list. She still participates in Communion calls to
the homebound on occasion. She stepped away from
these commitments to the parish because she was the
caretaker for her parents and mother in-law. She explained that she journeyed from formal service in the
parish to helping family and neighbors. By this action,
she realized that she needed to be open to where God
was leading her, where God showed himself in her life.
She became involved in Rotary because of its focus
on service and being with others who dedicate their
lives to it. She volunteers time with the Bethesda Mission’s soup kitchen and works with her Rotary Club in
projects for the Silence of Mary Home. She is always
discerning where the Holy Spirit is asking her to serve,
where individuals need her the most.
I asked Juliet, “What do you get from service?” She
responded, “Service gives me a deeper love of God.
It’s all about opening my heart with and to another.
This connects me with God because I see Him in the
faces I serve in so many unexpected ways. Sometimes,
when I serve, it’s hard. But there are moments of grace
in an act of service and giving a smile or showing respect to another because it acknowledges that person
is human. I have come to realize the importance of
respecting people and acknowledging their holiness.
… Through service, I focus on what’s more important

Celebrate with the Council of Catholic Women

October is Council of
Catholic Women (CCW) Month
Join us in celebrating the CCW and the
work we do!

Take some time this month to attend a
CCW meeting in your parish to learn more
about who we are and the work we do.
Contact your Parish Council of Catholic
Women (CCW) and be joined with us by
your faith.
If your parish does not have a council, contact
Alycia Laureti, President, Harrisburg
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women,
hdccwpres@gmail.com.
We look forward to you becoming part of this
faith and joy filled organization!
The mission of the CCW is to support, empower and
educate all Catholic women in spirituality,
leadership and service.

at the very moment. In doing so, I
connect with God.”
If this insight was not profound enough, I asked Juliet,
“How do you find balance in
your life?” She cautioned as
a wise sage, “Try to be careful not to overextend yourself. If you do that, you can’t
Sister Geralyn
give. We should not be in the
Schmidt, SCC
state of constant movement.
I have learned to say, ‘No,’
“Thoughts from a
Catholic Evangelist”
despite the push back. I have
learned to be true to what
God is asking me in the moment. I keep a Gratitude
Journal so that I can reflect on the day, to see where
God was in it. This helps me to remain open to the
present. As I serve, I have to constantly remember that
I should not take on everyone’s burdens!”
In the course of conversation, I was reminded by Juliet, “There are living saints all around us.”
Doesn’t this remind you that God makes himself
present through others? Sounds like every day should
be Thanksgiving, doesn’t it?
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is
the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese of
Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in
the Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she
is responsible for Professional Development Programs
for every age learner. Through her presentations, she
challenges her audiences to be the individual God has
called them to be.)

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women Awards Scholarships
The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women announces the winners of three scholarships. The awards were presented to graduating Catholic girls for their freshman year at an accredited
college, university or trade school.
Scholarships were awarded to the following recipients:
Fiona Sanderson, a parishioner at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg. She graduated from
Susquehanna Township High School and is attending Temple University. Fiona plans to study for a
Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing.
Kali Whitcomb, a parishioner at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Lykens. She graduated
from Williams Valley Junior/Senior High School and is attending Penn State University-University
Park. Kali plans to study Pre-Med.
Savannah Whitzel, a parishioner at St. Patrick Parish in Carlisle. She graduated from Boiling
Springs High School and is attending Berry College in Georgia. Savannah plans to study Biology/
Pre-Med.
These young women were selected from a field of outstanding candidates who met high academic
and community service standards. All applicants presented letters of recommendation from their pastors and were sponsored by a mother, grandmother or guardian who is a member of a parish Council
of Catholic Women. The awards were presented by Joyce Scott, Chairwoman of the HDCCW Scholarship Committee, during a Mass at the recipients’ home parishes.
Since the inception of the Scholarship Award Program in 2006, the Harrisburg Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women has awarded 30 scholarships to young women throughout the Harrisburg Diocese.

L a s t i n g Remembrances:
People of the Diocese Share Faith Experiences

In celebration of its 150th anniversary, the Diocese of Harrisburg celebrates the faith of its parishioners through videos submitted
by parishes of parishioners, clergy and religious who share personal memories and experiences that connect them to the faith. Go to
www.hbgdiocese.org/150 for more information on the diocese’s history, events and “Lasting Remembrances” videos.

Janelle and Logan Callison
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Lewisburg

Janelle
My closest experience with God would be the Fan the Fire youth rally, which is in
York. It’s a big gathering where a bunch of kids go and worship God. The best part of
it was Adoration because the music is so powerful, and you can just feel God and his
presence among everybody in the room. It’s a great experience because everybody has
a different relationship with God, and yet everybody is singing along to these songs. It’s
special because it’s different than Mass; it’s a very humbling experience. I’ve been to
Fan the Fire twice and I expect to take part in it two more times through high school.
Logan
I haven’t been able to go to Fan the Fire yet, but I have experienced Adoration at
our church multiple times, and that is my closest experience with God. You can just feel
his presence coming upon you, and feeling his love and everything he feels for you. He
created you and you are so special to him. It feels amazing.
(The 20th annual Fan the Fire rally will take place in York on Nov. 17.
Visit www.fanthefirerally.com for information and registration.)
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Spiritual Offerings
Rosary Sunday at the Monastery of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Lancaster,
Oct. 7 at 3 p.m. Join the Dominican Nuns of
the Perpetual Rosary for the Rosary, homily,
Benediction, and blessing and distribution of
roses. Mail intentions to the monastery at 1834
Lititz Pike, Lancaster, 17601, to be remembered
in the community novena through October.
Holy Hour of Reparation hosted by St.
Peter Parish, Columbia, at St. Mary’s Chapel,
Wrightsville, at 7 p.m. Spend an hour in prayer in
the presence of the Lord. For information, contact
David at StPetersBible@gmx.com.
Public square Rosary rallies on the square in
New Oxford the second Saturday of the month, in
Littlestown the third Saturday of the month, and
in Hanover the fourth Saturday of the month. For
information, call Grace at 717-624-2180.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the
St. Pauline Center at 1150 Chestnut Street in
Kulpmont on Fridays from noon-10 p.m., and
Saturdays from 5 a.m.-7 p.m. The Chaplet of
Divine Mercy is prayed in the chapel on Fridays
at 3 p.m.
A Mass and reception for couples in the
Cumberland/Perry Deanery married in 1992
and 1993 will be Oct. 21 at 2 p.m. at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church in Enola. For information and
reservations, call Stella at 717-766-3436. RSVP
by Oct. 5.
Rosary Coast to Coast at St. Joseph Parish in
Hanover on Oct. 7. Eucharistic Adoration with
musical accompaniment by the Hernandez family
from 3-4 p.m., Scriptural Rosary from 4-4:30
p.m., and reflection and Marian and patriotic
songs from 4:30-5 p.m. Find information at www.
rosarycoasttocoast.com, or contact Dan Mlinek at
dmlinek@comcast.net.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in
Hershey, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. Praise, worship
and adore our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy
Eucharist. Father Modestus will preside. A
reception will immediately follow in the cafeteria.
For information, call 717-583-0240.
An evening of prayer in honor of St.
Therese, The Little Flower, Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. at
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
in McSherrystown. Father Kenneth Smith will be
the homilist.
Public Square Rosary Crusade, Oct. 13 at
noon at Amos Herr Park, Landisville. Sponsored

DIOCESAN NEWS
by America Needs Fatima.
Mass with prayers for healing at St. Peter
Church, Elizabethtown, Oct. 15 at 5 p.m. Father
Stephen Fauser, pastor, will be the celebrant.
Rosary rally to commemorate the
101st anniversary of the apparitions at
Fatima, October 13 at noon in the square of
Middletown. For information, contact Clay
Keefer at 717-939-6832.

Pilgrimages & Retreats
The Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 3.
Mass and time for confessions, private prayer,
tours of the shrine, visiting the book and gift
shops, lunch, presentations on the faith, the
Rosary and closing prayer service. A schedule
for the day and a list of parish buses are
available at www.hbgdiocese.org/150.
Join Father Dwight Schlaline on a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Jan. 7-17,
2019. Daily Mass at holy sites, Christian
guide, accommodation in First Class hotels,
breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation
and roundtrip airfare for $3,289 per person/
double occupancy. Contact Karen Hurley
at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s
International Tours at (800) 566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com or www.georgesintl.com.
“Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus”
pilgrimage to Israel with Father Luis R.
Rodriguez, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in
Chambersburg. Departing Jan. 23 and returning
Feb. 2, 2019. Experience Bethlehem to the
place of the Ascension. Cost is $2,995. For
information and to register, contact Evelyn at
Select International Tours 800-842-4842 or
evelyn@select-intl.com. Itinerary available at
selectinternationaltours.com.
Join Father Neil Sullivan on a pilgrimage
to France celebrating St. Catherine Labouré
Parish’s 70th anniversary, March 26-April 4,
2019. Daily Mass, professional tour manager
and local guides, accommodations in Lisieux,
Orleans, Lyon, Lourdes and Paris. Breakfast and
dinner daily, roundtrip transportation for $3,599
per person/double occupancy. Contact Karen
Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.com or George’s
International Tours at 1-800-566-7499, sales@
georgesintl.com or visit www.georgesintl.com.

Education & Enrichment
Two Evenings with Father Dave Pivonka,
TOR, at Xavier Center in Gettysburg, Oct. 23
and 24. Join Father Pivonka for conversations
about the Holy Spirit in our lives. Doors open

The Serra Club of Harrisburg presented a check for $1,000 to Bishop Ronald Gainer and Father Brian Wayne,
Diocesan Director of Vocations, to assist the seminarian fund. The presentation was made during the club’s
annual Priests’ Appreciation Dinner last month. From left are Father Wayne, Stella Kulp, Vice President-Programs; Joyce Scott, Treasurer; Vince Leone, past president; Bishop Gainer and Paul Dlugolecki, current president.

at 6 p.m. Praise and worship music begins
at 6:30 p.m., and Father Pivonka speaks at 7
p.m. Free-will offering. Contact Kathy Reid at
evangelized.blessed@gmail.com. St. Joseph the
Worker Parish, Bonneauville, hosts the Wild
Goose series prior to Father Pivonka’s arrival.
Contact Clare Crone at ccrone2@gmail.com.
Bible study series, “Fulfilled,” starts at
St. Peter Church, Columbia, Oct. 2 at 7 p.m.,
continuing for seven weeks, at the Union
Street House across from the school. Learn the
Biblical roots of our faith. Course materials are
$26. Contact David Riger at StPetersBible@
gmx.com.
Singles Alive in Christ reconvenes Oct. 5
at 6:30 p.m. in the library at St. Joseph Parish,
Hanover. Oct. 5 session focuses on the word
that will enrich relationships, and where Jesus
models in the Gospel. Group meets every two
weeks with different topics and activities.
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish,
Harrisburg, adult education offering, “Theosis:
Our Earthly Pilgrimage to Heaven,” Oct. 6 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Led by Adriana Schubeck, Chris
Russo, and Father Vasyl Chepelsky. Light lunch
provided. Call 717-652-1415 or visit www.
stannbyz.org.
“All One Family,” LGBT ministry group
from St. Joseph Parish, Danville, continues
discussion of the book “Building a Bridge”
by Rev. James Martin, Oct. 23 at 7 p.m. in the
parish library. The ministry is dedicated to the
spiritual needs of St. Joseph’s LGBT members,
their families and friends by encouraging
opportunities to share faith, fellowship, prayer
and service. For information, call Diane or Dave
McKinley at 570-275-7528.
“Death on Demand – Euthanasia and
Physician Assisted Suicide” on the Church’s
teachings on assisted suicide and the groups
pushing for it, Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. at the Eden
Resort in Lancaster. Featuring Father Tad
Pacholczyk from the National Catholic
Bioethics Center and Wesley Smith of the
Patients’ Rights Council. Hosted by the Order
of Malta. Event is free. Registration and more
information available at https://maltaevents.
ticketleap.com/ptb/.

Fundraisers & Events
Day of Prayer and Care for Caregivers,
Oct. 27 from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Trinity
High School in Camp Hill. Continental
breakfast, keynote speaker, prayer service,
catered lunch and activities. Participants
may attend for the entire day, or just part.
No cost to attend. RSVP by Oct. 17 at www.
caregiversdayofprayerandcare.org or 717-2581104.
Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill’s
“GSS Okotberfest,” Oct. 13 from 3-7 p.m. at
the school. Food and beverages, music, crafts
and games, inflatables and more. Volunteers
needed to provide food and craft items, and
assist with festivities. Contact Jessica LeTersky
at jletersky@gsschpa.org or 717-737-7261.
Holy Name of Jesus Knight of Columbus
Council #14081 “all-you-can-eat” pancake
breakfast, Oct. 8 and Nov. 12 from 9 a.m.-noon.
Tickets are $5 at the door. Menu includes choice
of sausage and a refreshment. All proceeds will
assist projects sponsored by the K of C.
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin
chicken BBQ, Oct. 7 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
the “Cabrini Shed,” at Race and Cherry streets.
Tickets at the parish office from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dinner includes half a chicken, homemade
potato salad, baked beans, roll and a sweet.
Limited dinners and chicken halves for walkins. Donation is $8. Take-out only. Call 570648-4512.
Oktoberfest event by St Joan of Arc
Knights of Columbus Council #6693 in
Hershey, Oct. 6 from noon-7 p.m. in the school
cafeteria and parking lot. Beer brats, hot dogs
and sauerkraut, fried potato cakes, soft pretzels,
apple strudel, funnel cakes, October brews
Diocesan Notebook continues on page 15
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and barrel root beer. College
football on the big screen. Music
by the Steelton Button Box Gang,
Cody McSherry, and The Happy
Slovenes.
Harvest Fest at St. Mary
Church, Hamburg, on Oct. 5 from
4-9 p.m. and Oct. 6 from noon9 p.m. Polka Mass Saturday, at
4:30 p.m. Homemade ethnic food,
ongoing entertainment and games,
corn hole tournament Saturday rock
wall and bungee jump, dinosaur
dig, hay rides, bingo, theme baskets
and raffles. Free admission. Call
610-562-7657 or visit www.
stmaryhamburg.org.
Knights of Columbus Council
#3625 in Steelton’s fall dinner, Oct.
13 from 4:30-7 p.m. at Prince of
Peace Parish Center. Pork, chicken,
mashed potatoes, corn, salad,
desserts and beverages. Cost is $13
in advance, $15 at the door. Call the
parish office at 717-985-1330.
Lancaster Catholic High
School’s Fine and Performing
Arts Lecture and Concert Series
hosts Camerata Philadelphia
featuring Dr. Michael Jamanis
and friends, Oct. 16 at 7:30 p.m.
in Lancaster Catholic’s Old Main
Auditorium. Free Admission.
Donations Accepted. Call 717-5090313.
Fish dinners at Sacred Heart of
Jesus Parish, Cornwall, Oct. 3, 10,
17 and 24 from 4-7 p.m. Baked or
fried fish, coleslaw or applesauce,
baked or fried potatoes and desserts
for $9. Shop All Things Sacred sale
and ladies thrift shop during the
dinners; 10% of proceeds benefit
AGAPE family shelter in Lebanon.
Bingo Bash to benefit Good
Shepherd School, Camp Hill,
Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. in the parish hall.
Admission includes 9 cards for
20 games. Cost is $25 in advance,
$30 at the door if seating is
available. Concessions and raffle
tickets available. Adult-only event.
Reserve seats at www.gsschpa.org/
bingo or the parish office. Call 717761-1167 for information.
St. Margaret Mary’s Monte
Carlo Night, Oct. 6 from 7-10:30
p.m. at Bishop McDevitt High
School in Harrisburg. Casino-style
gaming for prizes, bingo room,
piano lounge, sports on the big
screen, beer, wine, soda and snacks.
Tickets are $40 in advance, $50
at the door. Must be 21 to attend.
Purchase tickets at www.smmmcn.
myevent.com or contact Mike and
Annamarie Fazzolari at amfazz@
gmail.com.
St. Cecilia Parish in Lebanon,
bus trip to the Ark Encounter
& Creation museum, April
29-May 3. Price is $569 pp
(double occupancy). Motorcoach
transportation, lodging, meals,
admission to the Ark Encounter,
Creation Museum, Newport
Aquarium, and Cincinnati Zoo
and Botanical Gardens. Call Fred
Maurer at 717-273-7930.
York Catholic High School’s
open house, Oct. 21 from noon2 p.m. Tour the school; talk
with faculty, staff, and students;
and learn about York Catholic’s
academic programs for students
in grades 7-12. Contact Heather
Hoffman at 717-846-8871,ext.220.

Lebanon Catholic School’s
Annual Aaron’s Rhythm &
Brews Festival, October 6
from 3-10:30 p.m. at St. Cecilia
Parish on State Drive. Corn
hole tournament at 3:30 p.m.,
must preregister. Music from
4-10 p.m. featuring Cheyenne,
Scott Galbraith and Smooth
Like Clyde. Tickets are $15 in
advance, available at the school
office, and $20 at the gate. Food
trucks, basket raffles, silent
auction sports memorabilia and
more. Must be 21. Call 717-2733731, ext. 329, for information.
St. Cecilia Parish, Lebanon,
“Big Bingo” on Oct. 14 at the
parish center. Doors and kitchen
open at 11 a.m., bingo starts at
1 p.m. Features 24 cash games,
50/50 and jackpot. Tickets are
$25.
Knights of Columbus Council
#2068 golf tournament, Oct.
19 at the Waynesboro Country
Club. Sandwich buffet at 11 a.m.,
shotgun start at noon, BBQ dinner
at 6 p.m. Refreshments, raffles,
skill competitions. Cost is $80.
Proceeds benefit the Waynesboro
Community and Human Services.
To register, contact John Ingels at
717-360-5192 or Terry Shockey
at 717-655-0999 visit www.
standrewwbo.org/kofc2068.

Job Openings
Lebanon Catholic School
seeks a bowling coach. Valid
PA driver’s license required
to transport students in
school van. E-mail jshay@
lebanoncatholicschool.org for
information.
Lebanon Catholic School
seeks a custodian to maintain
assigned areas and equipment.
Forward a cover letter and résumé
to Deb Waters, principal, at
dwaters@lebanoncatholicschool.
org.
Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, Enola, seeks a building
maintenance person, responsible
for small repairs, maintaining/
organizing storage areas and
other duties. Flexible schedule,
20+ hours per week. Contact
the parish office at 717732-9642 or sarah.kling@
ourladyoflourdesenola.org for
information.
Sales professional wanted for
Diocesan, a bulletin publishing
company, to sell advertising.
Must be willing to travel
regionally overnight Mon-Thurs.
All travel expenses paid. Two
or more years of outside sales
experience preferred .E-mail
résumé to mjurosky@diocesan.
com.
Deadline for
Notebook Submissions
The deadline for submissions
for the October 12 edition of The
Witness is Wednesday, October
3 at 4:30 p.m. Submit written
announcements via e-mail to
witness@hbgdiocese.org. Limit 60
words. No ads, posters or PDFs,
please.
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Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Anthony D’Eramo
The names of the following deRaymond Harris
ceased persons have been submitted by their parishes. Please
remember in your prayers the Kulpmont
happy repose of these recently de- Holy Angels:
parted souls and the consolation Michael F. Kruleski, Jr.
Theresa F. Matzura
of their loved ones.
Barry A. Turlis
Camp Hill
Lebanon
Good Shepherd:
St. Cecilia:
Patricia Anastasio
Donna Anderson
Margaret Perko
Adriana Pacheco

Obituaries

Conewago
Sacred Heart of Jesus:
Barbara E. Sneeringer
Dauphin
St. Matthew the Apostle:
Vincent J. Lochetto
Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Henry Chipriano
Rose Fusco
Elysburg
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary:
Angela Hartzel
Dennis Nolan
Myrtle Smink
Gettysburg
St. Francis Xavier:
James E. Cover
Fernando Salazar Carranza
Hanover
St. Vincent de Paul:
Mary Brown
Harrisburg
St. Catherine Labouré:
Lucretia Heikes
Michael Imbrogno

McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Anna Pryor
James Ryan
William Sheaffer
Mount Carmel
Divine Redeemer:
Robert J. Kerris, Sr.
Eileen M. McFadden
Our Lady of Mount Carmel:
Eugene Habowski
Mary Lindenmuth
Charles Muldowney
Matthew “Mike” Strike
Joseph Yost
New Oxford
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Mary J. Kelly
Palmyra
Holy Spirit:
Ernest Richard Woolever
Waynesboro
St. Andrew the Apostle:
Charles Gladhill
York
St. Joseph:
Dennis Hummel

Please pray for the following clergy
who died in October during the past
25 years:

Father Walter Halaburda, 2000
Father Edward J. Barrett, 2001
Father John Suknaic, 2004
Father Bernard Quinn, 2006
Deacon Edwin Fitzpatrick, 2008
Father Stephen Sheetz, 2009
Congratulations to St. Catherine Labouré Knights of Columbus Council
#12811 for receiving the “Food for Families” award from the Supreme Council
of the Knights of Columbus for the last
fraternal year. Under the leadership of
past Grand Knight James O’Shea, the
council collected 4,000 pounds of food
for the St. Francis Soup Kitchen in Harrisburg.

Father Kevin Kayda, 2013
Father Andrew J. Fontanella,
2014
Msgr. Vincent Topper, 2016
Father Walter Sempko, 2017
Father Paul Theisz, 2017.
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Diocesan Social Connects Young Adults
By Mariah Chuprinski
Special to The Witness
Get Connected, a fifth annual
diocesan social event for young adults,
delighted and surprised its attendees
this year.
Hosted by the Diocesan Office for
Youth and Young Adult Ministry, the
event took place Sept. 22 at the York
Fairgrounds.
At the height of the evening, there
were 50 people on the dance floor
doing the “Copperhead Road” line
dance. Several partner dances – rarely
found these days – brought couples
and friends together. Laughter filled
the room as guys and gals showed off
original dance moves – the sillier the
better.
“I don’t remember ever having this
much fun before,” said Gina Davis, of
Etters.
The night began as all good things
do: with Mass. It was celebrated at
5 p.m. at St. Rose of Lima Church
in York. Father Daniel Richards,
pastor, was the celebrant, along with
concelebrants Father Brian Wayne,
Diocesan Vocations Director, and
Father Benjamin Dunkelberger,
parochial vicar at St. John the Baptist
Parish in New Freedom.
After Mass, more than 80 attendees
made their way to the Verandah Room
at the York Fairgrounds. Through the
generosity of a parishioner of St. Rose
of Lima, the venue was free.
Inside, fresh floral bouquets, gourds
and pumpkins, fall-themed candy,
and door prizes filled the room. Each
young woman took home a bouquet or
a pumpkin at the end of the night.
Event organizer Brandy Goodman,
of York, said that when the planning
committee decided on a date, she took
note Sept. 22 it was the first day of fall,
her favorite season.
“I love fall and I love to decorate,”
she said.
She visited many local businesses,
who in most cases donated money,
prizes, or provided preferred pricing.
With the $15 admission, each
attendee was given a drink ticket,
along with chances to win door prizes,
as well as dinner and appetizers. But
it was the dancing that truly made the

night unforgettable.
Another parishioner of St. Rose
of Lima volunteered his DJ talents
for the night, making the event akin
to a high-end wedding reception. In
previous years, the venues did not have
the space for a dance floor, which the
Verandah Room provided.
In all its beauty, the night had a
decidedly Catholic character.
“Coming together like this in a
community, this is a manifestation of
the presence of Christ!” said Father
Wayne.
Ms. Goodman pointed out the
diversity of the group—at least five
ethnicities were represented, as well as
several people with different types of
disabilities. “This is the Church, and
it’s beautiful!” she said.
“I feel invited and welcomed,” said
Nicole Carrita, of Harrisburg.
“It’s like three cities in one city,”
Hannah Riffe, of York, said of the
event. “I’ve lived in York for one
year, but I’ve never even been to the
fairgrounds.”
Three priests and three seminarians
also attended the event, which was
an opportunity for them to socialize
and connect right alongside the young
adults.
“Get Connected remains a source
of joy and encouragement for our
diocese. Seeing dozens of young
adults come together as they ultimately
strive for holiness is nothing short of
rejuvenating,” said Craig Labuskes, of
Hershey.
Father Richards said he’s not sure
what came from the event, but looking
back on it in the future, he may have a
better idea. “In the short term, it shows
young adults that they’re not alone in
the faith,” he said.
The event was a marvel of what
collaboration—of businesses,
individuals, clergy and laypeople
working together—can accomplish.
The generosity of York’s community
was on full display.
“During this difficult time in the
Church, this is not a time we cower.
This is when we come together as
individuals and as a community. We’re
still strong,” Brandy Goodman said.

Young adults participate in Mass at St. Rose of Lima
Church in York as part of the diocese’s Get Connected
event on Sept. 22.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Warren Herman and Nichole Schneider share conversation at the diocese’s annual Get Connected event.

Riya Thomas socializes during the Get Connected evening in the Verandah Room
at the York Fairgrounds. The evening featured food, games, raffles and dancing.

Cornhole draws Craig Labuskes and Ed Kuchinski at the Get Connected social
event for young adult Catholics in the diocese.

Craig Labuskes receives the Precious Blood from Mount St. Mary’s seminarian Matthew Smith.

