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Prayer Vigil

Feeding the Hungry

7:00 P.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
This will include a live enactment of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary by young
from throughout
Diocese, similar
in many
ways to the Livingin
WayYork
of the
Ourpeople
Daily
Bread the
Serves
Meals,
Fellowship
Cross. This event will replace the traditional Palm Sunday Youth Mass and
Gathering for 2018. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year

10:00 A.M. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and Homilist to begin the anniversary year
celebration. A reception, featuring a sampling of ethnic foods from various ethnic
and cultural groups that comprise the faithful of the Diocese, will be held
immediately following the Mass.

August 28-September 8, 2018  Pilgrimage to Ireland

Join Bishop Gainer on a twelve-day pilgrimage to the Emerald Isle,
sponsored by Catholic Charities. In keeping with the 150th anniversary celebration,
the pilgrimage will include a visit to the grave of Saint Patrick, the Patron Saint of
the Diocese of Harrisburg. Participation is limited.

November 3, 2018  Pilgrimage to Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception
SAVE THE DATE for this diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica in Washington,
D.C. Additional details will be forthcoming.
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Our Daily Bread soup kitchen in York serves an average of 275 meals a day to the hungry. The ministry is an outreach of 60 churches and synagogues, and was
formed from the York Deanery’s Catholic parishes 35 years ago to assist those in need.

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

March 3, 2019

for the past five years as a dish washer. He also previously helped with food prep.
“It is really eye opening to see how many people
are in need of food on a daily basis,” said Mr. Russo,
a member of St. Joseph Parish in Dallastown.
According to the United States Census Bureau’s
2017 report, the 12-month per capita income in the
city of York is $15,732. Thirty-six percent of its
population lives in poverty. Unemployment is at 8.1
percent.
“If it wasn’t for the soup kitchen, there would be a
lot of hungry people. On a slow day, we have about
150 people who come in. On a busy day, we’re serving at least 300,” Mr. Russo said.
In 2016-2017, Our Daily Bread served 82,710
meals, nearly double the total of its first year.
“When we first started in 1983, we thought it was
going to be a temporary thing,” said Paula Koch,
founding manager.
At the time, unemployment in the city was at 10.5
percent. State-run mental health hospitals were
closing, leaving some patients with nowhere to
live but on the street.
Mrs. Koch worked to establish the soup
kitchen at the request of her pastor, the late
Msgr. Thomas Brenner of St. Patrick Parish.
The ministry began as an outreach of the nine
Catholic parishes in the York Deanery at the
time, in conjunction with Catholic Charities.
Still, the goal even then was to involve area

churches and synagogues in the interreligious effort.
Our Daily Bread was originally located in the
kitchen at the former Cristo Salvador Hispanic
Catholic Parish. The first meal was served on Sept.
13, 1983.
“Sister Monica and I made enough macaroni and
cheese to serve 400 people, but 12 showed up,” Mrs.
Koch recalled.
Word quickly spread, and the number of patrons
grew. More than 44,000 meals were distributed in the
first year.
Volunteer efforts also increased. Dedicated teams
from local faith communities are currently committed to full support and operation for 85 percent of the
year.
A group of 50 women from Yorkshire United Methodist Church, for example, are dedicated to the first
Wednesday of every month.
The groups are responsible for providing a hot
lunch casserole on a specific day, delivering the pans
of food to the soup kitchen, and then filling patrons’
trays with the casserole, vegetables, bread and butter,
dessert and a beverage.
Barbara Flickinger, who coordinates Our Daily
Bread volunteers from Yorkshire UMC, has been
serving at the soup kitchen for 28 years.
“This is one of the things that is dear to my heart,”
she said. “I was born in York city, lived downtown
while I was growing up, and know of the great need.”

 Closing Mass for Anniversary Year

2.5 million. That’s the number of total meals
served as Our Daily Bread soup kitchen marks 35
years of serving the hungry in the city of York.
2.5 million breakfast and lunch plates have been
prepared and served five days a week since 1983.
It’s a sobering statistic, one that illustrates the stark
need people have for life’s basics of food and drink.
On any given weekday, an average of 275 meals
are served at Our Daily Bread, located on South
George Street next to Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish and in view of St.
Patrick Parish across the corner.
Volunteers from 60 area churches and synagogues
staff the soup kitchen. On a rotational basis each
congregation is charged with preparing meals, serving patrons, washing dishes and clearing tables.
George Russo has volunteered every Wednesday

In the afternoon at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg.
Please join Bishop Gainer as celebrant and homilist for this special Mass to conclude
our year-long anniversary celebration.

For more information: www.hbgdiocese.org/150

More FEEDING THE HUNGRY, page 6
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Q&A with Bishop Gainer
ment celebrated with proper form, matter, and intention is valid. Even intention is hard to mess up,
since it is the Church’s intention which suffices for
the valid celebration of a sacrament. Therefore, a
minister who is distracted and not able to concentrate still administers valid sacraments. [ST III.64.8]
The good news of the sacraments is that they
don’t depend on us; they depend on Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit. St. Thomas Aquinas
taught that “the sacrament is not wrought by the
righteousness of either the celebrant or the recipiDear a Concerned Catholic,
ent, but by the power of God.” [ST III.68.8] SacraThis is a question which Catholics and our Chris- ments confer Christ’s grace, not our own. This is
tian brothers and sisters have asked for centuries. why we speak of the minister acting in persona
The short answer is yes.
Christi, that is, “in the person of Christ.” If sacraAround 300 A.D., the Church faced the Donatist ments depended on the worthiness of the miniscontroversy. During the persecution of Diocletian, ter, we would be in constant doubt regarding every
many Christians suffered martyrdom rather than sacrament we have received. Thankfully, this is not
betray their faith. However, there were those who the case; it is Christ who works in the sacraments
escaped martyrdom by burning incense to the Ro- and guarantees their validity. The Catechism of
man gods or giving their books of Scripture over the Catholic Church sums it up by saying, “From
to be burned. Both laity and clergy had denied the the moment that a sacrament is celebrated in acfaith in the face of persecution. The question came cordance with the intention of the Church, the
up: Are the sacraments conferred or received by power of Christ and his Spirit acts in and through
these sell-outs still valid? The answer was yes. The it, independently of the personal holiness of the
ministers are instruments; it is Christ himself who minister.” If you received a sacrament by a bishop,
works in his sacraments to communicate grace.
priest, deacon, or lay person with a moral failing,
Out of this controversy, the Church discerned the sacrament is still valid.
That being said, ministers of sacraments should
that sacraments work ex opere operato or “by the
be
holy images of Christ, whom they represent. St.
very fact of the action’s being performed.” A sacraDear Bishop Gainer,
I have heard several questions from the
members of my parish regarding the Grand
Jury Report, and one question has repeatedly stood out: Are the sacraments administered by sinful ministers valid? Could you
provide some guidance?
		
Yours in Christ,
		
A Concerned Catholic

Thomas Aquinas again teaches that “…there can
be no doubt that the wicked sin by exercising the
ministry of God and the Church, by conferring the
sacraments.” [ST III.64.6] Conferring a sacrament
while in a state of sin is itself a sin and calls for repentance and conversion.
Likewise, those who receive sacraments should
be in a state of grace. The character of the person
receiving a sacrament does impact how fully he
or she receives the fruits of that sacrament. For
example, a person about to be confirmed should
be well instructed in the faith and be ready to live
out the mission of Christian witness given in the
sacrament. Those who marry should truly intend
to love and honor each other for the rest of their
lives [Rite of Marriage, Exchange of Consent].
Those who have sinned are called to turn from sin,
amend their lives, and participate in the Sacrament
of Penance, before giving or receiving sacraments.
Christ’s grace is given unfailingly in the sacraments. The grace given depends on Christ, not on
the minister. That grace calls the minister and the
recipient to be holy, as Christ is holy.
		

May God Bless you,

		

Bishop Ronald Gainer

Q&A on Safety in the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Catholic Schools
By Livia Riley
Diocesan Superintendent

Q: What kind of safety procedures
are in place at our schools?
All of our Catholic schools comply with the Diocese of Harrisburg and Pennsylvania law regarding
youth protection. Our schools also provide safe environment lessons to our students, ensuring they
understand ways to be safe and what to do if they
don’t feel safe. All of our schools and procedures
are audited annually to ensure compliance with Diocesan and State regulations.
In the event an allegation would be made against
one of our teachers, we immediately report that
allegation to law enforcement, Child Line and the
Diocese. Any teacher, principal, aid, volunteer, etc.
accused of inappropriate contact with a minor is
immediately suspended from their position, pending the outcome of law enforcement’s investigation.
Q: How do I know that my school is following
the policies and doing what it should be doing?
All of the youth-related activities in the Diocese,
not just the schools, undergo an annual independent audit. The audit, completed by StoneBridge
Business Partners, evaluates our compliance with
the youth protection guidelines established by the
U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops.
Through this audit, we report the total number
of youth in our programs (schools, religious education, etc.); the total number of clergy, and paid and
volunteer staff who work with these youth; the
types and quantity of background checks completed; opportunities we are providing for continued
training for these individuals; and an evaluation of
our safety programs and procedures.
Q: I see people wearing ID badges. What do
they have to do with keeping my child safe?
Every person who works with children in the Diocese of Harrisburg, whether a teacher, principal,
volunteer, vendor, etc., is required to complete a
range of background checks. These badges are a vi-
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Students are seen in Annette Rico’s 8th grade Academic Math class at Holy Name of Jesus School in Harrisburg.

sual means of indicating who has completed these
checks and is authorized to work with our youth.
Since the early 2000s, all volunteers who work
with children in a Catholic school or religious education program have been required to complete a
full background check and training. The State of
Pennsylvania did not require these checks for volunteers until 2015.
Q: Do the background checks for teachers, volunteers, priests and those who have
regular contact with children in our Catholic
schools meet Pennsylvania’s standards?
Yes, we are required to meet all Pennsylvania
state standards for every individual who works
with our youth. Anyone who has not completed
the background checks may not be in our classrooms.
Q: Are the schools and teachers
doing anything to help teach
children how to stay safe?
Protecting the children in our care is one of the
top priorities for the Diocese. Whether in our
Catholic schools, religious education programs or

one of the many other youth programs hosted by
our parishes, the Diocese has implemented many
safety programs and protocols since 2002. In both
our schools and religious education programs, all
students in first, fifth and ninth grades complete
our Safe Environment Program. This program uses
age appropriate lessons to teach children a range
of personal safety topics.
The lessons cover topics including good touch,
bad touch and saying no; the importance of using the buddy system; being aware of your surroundings and never hitchhiking; what to do if approached by a stranger; how to respond to a range
of situations when home alone; why it’s important
to tell your parents if you are communicating (verbally or written) with an adult; avoiding drugs and
alcohol; and the importance of speaking up if you
or a friend are in danger.
In addition to the classroom lessons, parents also
receive additional materials to assist them in their
own safety discussions with their children.
More Q&A, page 3
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Letter to an Angry Young Catholic

A letter from one hurting member of the
Body of Christ to another as we reel from the abuse crisis
By Kathy Alton
Special to The Witness

Dear Jessica,
I’ve been thinking a great deal
about your email over the past couple of days. I am honored that you
would share your pain and confusion
with me. I, too, am hurting. I certainly don’t have all the answers, but
I can share with you what is on my
heart. I’m not saying my thoughts
are right or wrong, or that anyone
else should feel this way – it’s just
where I’m at as I process the grand
jury report.
To be honest, I haven’t slept well
since the report was released. The
report haunts and sickens me.
The fact that the institution that I
love and have dedicated my life to
has been complicit in this evil has
propelled me into agonizing soulsearching. My heart aches for the
victims, for the faithful in the pews
who are struggling with this horrific
revelation, and for all the good and
holy priests who have been betrayed
by their leaders’ failure of integrity.
As horrified as I am, Jessica, I will
not leave the Catholic Church or
my post as a teacher of the Faith. I
echo the words of St. Peter, “Where
would I go?” (cf. Jn 6:68).
Sex abuse is in every religion. Every
institution, for that matter. It is not
just a Catholic problem. It is a human
problem. Tragically, it is everywhere.
Probably the most disturbing part
of the sex scandal for me is that the
predator priests took the holiest gifts
God has created and twisted them
in the most diabolical way. A mentor
of mine is fond of saying, “The devil
does not have his own clay.” By that
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he means the devil cannot create.
He can only take what God created
as good and distort it. The devil targets sex and the Church.
Why sex? Because it is one of the
most beautiful gifts God gave humanity. It is the foundational sign
of God’s love for us. In Ephesians
5, right after Paul states that the
“two shall become one flesh,” he
writes, “This is a great mystery, but I
speak in reference to Christ and the
church” (Eph 5:31, 32). St. Paul is
saying sexual union within marriage
is a symbol God’s love for us. It’s a
sign of how close God wants to be to
us. Sexual predators take this sacred
gift and pervert it into something
evil.
Why does the devil target the
Church? Because he knows it’s the
real deal. His primary mission is to

Q&A
Continued from 2

Q: Are the safety procedures
for the Diocese’s schools the same
for its Religious Education programs?
Yes. The Diocese’s religious education teachers
are required to have the same clearances as our
school teachers.
Q: If I suspect abuse, should I tell
the teacher, the principal or the police?
You can tell any or all. We routinely instruct the
children in our programs to tell an adult (teacher,
principal, aid, volunteer, etc.) if anything happens.
We are all mandated reporters and if we receive
a report, even third or fourth hand, we immediately call the local authorities, Child Line and the
Diocese.
Q: What can I do to help my
school be a safe place for all children?
Make sure your children understand the importance of telling an adult if they see or hear anything unusual. We also recommend you get to
know your child’s teachers and be an active partici-

keep us from seeing that truth. In
this technological age, many forget
or deny the supernatural nature of
the Church. We dismiss the Church
as a product of human imagination
and invention. If the Church were
merely the product of men, it would
have come and gone long ago.
There have been plenty of corrupt
leaders throughout the Church’s
history and the Church has survived. Jesus promised that the gates
of hell will not prevail against his
Church and I believe that promise
(Mt 16:18).
The Church is not the hierarchy. It
is the people. I truly believe that the
Catholic Church is the Body of Christ
on earth. At this point in history,
that body is wounded beyond recognition, just as Jesus’ body was on
the cross. We are at a Good Friday

pant in PTO meetings, school outings and parent
teacher conferences.

moment. Things seem as dark as
they can get.
My soul-searching would not be
complete without examining my
own complicity. I have never covered up sex abuse, but there are
more times than I’d like to admit
when I’ve missed opportunities
to start a conversation about the
harmful effects of our culture’s
objectification of the human person
and pornification of just about everything, from car ads to deodorant.
To really understand the root causes
of the sex scandals that have rocked
the Church, the military, entertainment, sports, politics, etc., we need
to face the reality that sex has become completely divorced from its
original meaning and beauty.
The antidote to the pervasive
sexual brokenness in our world is
the teaching of St. John Paul II on
the Theology of the Body (TOB),
but these teachings are relatively
unknown, even by many Catholics.
I speak from experience when I say
studying TOB is hard work, but the
graces that flow from it are freeing,
healing and of ultimate importance.
God has given us these teachings
for a time such as this, Jessica! And
to paraphrase St. Joan of Arc: “You
were born for a time such as this!”
You are searching for light amidst
the darkness. Thank God your heart
is still open and searching! I urge you
to learn more about the Theology
of the Body. A good place to start is
tobinstitute.org or corproject.com.
Prepare to have your eyes opened.
(Kathy Alton teaches theology at
Lancaster Catholic High School.)

overload your child with information beyond his/
her level of understanding.
• Assure your child that you and other adults are
Q: Do you have any advice
doing everything possible to make sure they are
on how I can talk with my child
safe.
about the abuse reported in the Church?
• Be careful making guarantees that such a thing
The topic of sex abuse, particularly child sex won’t happen again. Words like “never” and “alabuse, is a daunting one for parents. Every parent ways” should be used carefully because small chilshould consider the best age-appropriate ways to dren trust that this is a promise from you.
discuss this topic. Below are some points to con• Explain that we do not know why people treat
sider from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, other people badly.
• Try to limit your child’s exposure to media covthe National Child Traumatic Stress Network, and
erage.
First Things First:
• Let your children know about successful com• Make sure you are composed before you talk
munity
efforts. You may want to share positive mewith your child.
dia
images,
such as reports of individuals helping
• If you believe your child is aware of abuse news
those
in
need.
concerning the Diocese, start the conversation.
Q: Why should I send
Not talking about a difficult event can make the
my
child(ren)
to a Catholic school?
event even more threatening in your child’s mind.
Catholic
schools
offer
a faith based education
• Listen carefully to what your child is asking or
with
a
track
record
of
academic
excellence.
talking about.
• Clarify your child’s concerns before you answer.
More information on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s
Sometimes we make assumptions and give more Catholic schools can be found at www.hbgdiocese.
information than what is needed.
org/catholic-schools. Learn more about our efforts
• Keep your answers simple and brief. Don’t an- to protect youth at www.YouthProtectionHBG.
swer questions that have not been asked and don’t com.
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Jubilee: The Holy Ground

relationship with God. “The quiet reflection
time, away from the stresses of domestic
and work life has a profound effect on the
men. The retreat is an environment in which
the participants are not afraid to express
self’ dies and a ‘new self’ is born. It reminds
their faith openly,” he said. “This changes
me of the change that being with God has
lives!”
on us!” He took a practice swing. I pitched
I pressed him, “What about your service
the softball within his strike zone. He
as an Extraordinary Minister of the Euconnected and as he ran to first base,
charist to the homebound of your parish?”
he screamed out, “God can be seen all
He explained that a parish priest long ago
around us if we are open to Him!”
asked for volunteers to step up and bring
I was reminded of this story as I
the Eucharist to those who cannot attend
continue to write about the 150th anniMass. He was most happy to accommodate.
versary of our diocese. My focus has
Sister Geralyn
He explained, “This is the legacy of acnow moved to those individuals who
Schmidt, SCC
tive Catholics: to make sure everyone who
do ordinary things in an extraordinary
“Thoughts from a
wants to participate in the Eucharist can.
manner.
Catholic Evangelist”
The Eucharist is the greatest gift. It means
An example of such an individual is
everything. It means so much to me to
Paul Little from Corpus Christi Parish in Chambers- bring Jesus to others. After all, they are my extendburg. When I initially contacted him and told him of ed family. …It is my heart’s desire that every man
the change of the focus of my articles, he told me, “I can experience the love of Jesus in retreat and in the
will not talk about Mr. Paul Little. I will talk about the Eucharist.”
men’s retreat work and other service to the parish.”
Through the words that Mr. Little shared with me,
“Ok!” I replied. “Let’s begin with the men’s retreat.” I had a sense that his passion and love for Jesus as
The Corpus Christi Men’s Retreat began at Mount
seen in the service to the men’s retreat movement
St. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Md., in the 1920s and was has changed countless lives. I know he doesn’t wear
sponsored by different organizations until 1967. It any “badges” to attest to this metamorphosis. But I
moved to the Malvern retreat center until 1978 and know he has experienced changes within other men.
then back to the Mount after that. Last year, the re- God’s grace is indeed all around us.
treat drew nearly 400 men, and focused on “Be a
So the next time you hear the whine of a cicada,
Man.” This year marked the retreat’s 40th anniversary remember Chris and Mr. Little!
through Corpus Christi, and Bishop Ronald Gainer
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is
was the retreat master.
the Wide Area Network Coordinator at the Diocese
As Mr. Little talked about the men’s retreat, I got of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for
a sense from him of the blessing that every partici- Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for
pant received during the weekend. He went on to ex- 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Develplain to me that as “the guys” gather together, sing opment Programs for every age learner. Through
and pray, a bond is created. As this fraternity deepens, her presentations, she challenges her audiences to
it gives every participant a chance to focus on their be the individual God has called them to be.)

Paul Little

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Be forewarned, if you hate bugs and stories about
them, you might want to skip over the introductory
story.
Many years ago, when I was in college, I worked
as waterfront director for a small day camp in northeast New Jersey. The camp served approximately
100 children ages 5-15. The waterfront employees
were responsible for daily swimming lessons, water
and boating safety lessons, and an all-camp swim
in the late afternoon. The waterfront staff was also
involved in other activities that were the backbone
of the life within our little camp.
During one all-camp softball game, when I was
pitching to each camper so that they could connect
with the ball, I noticed that one of the 13 year olds
had an odd collection of “badges” hanging from his
camp sweatshirt. These badges were light brown
and quite numerous. As I investigated, I could see
that they were the exoskeletons of various stages of
cicadas’ development. You see, as a cicada grows,
its exoskeleton becomes too small. As a result, the
insect molts its exoskeleton and emerges from the
shell. This takes place four times during its life
span. Camper Chris had several stages of exoskeletons attached to his sweatshirt.
I pointed out to him while he was at bat that his
collection seemed to be “extra celestial.” In response, he gave me a joyfully grand smile. Then
I said, “Um, you want to explain your exoskeleton
museum?” His smile got broader as he related to
me, “Whenever I find an exoskeleton, it reminds me
of the changes that grace does to our souls. The ‘old

Presentations on Annulments
The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming months.
These presentations will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people who
wish to marry Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and those
who have a vested interest because of family or friends.
September 17 - St. Joseph Parish, Hanover, 7 p.m.
November 5 – Diocesan Center, Harrisburg, 7 p.m.
Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for
private conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more information, call 717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

Sign Up to Receive
The Witness Electronically
You can read The Catholic Witness online, wherever you go! Through a free
e-mail service, you can receive an e-mail with a direct link to each edition as it is
published. Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan web site at
www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page
and click on “Sign Up for Our E-mail.”
Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your mailed
subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a copy in the
mail, e-mail your name and mailing address to witness@hbgdiocese.org.
And remember, previous editions of the newspaper – dating back to early 2011
– are also available online. You can find them at www.hbgdiocese.org. Just follow
the News/Events tab to The Catholic Witness page.
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Bishop Gainer’s
Mother,
Anna Krolick,
Laid to Rest
Anna M. Krolick, 95, entered eternal
life on September 1, 2018, at her home in
Harrisburg, accompanied by her loving
caregivers.
Anna was born on May 24, 1923, in
Heckscherville, PA. She was the daughter of the late George and Mary (Hertzakach) Meko and the last surviving of their
eight children. She was predeceased by
husbands, Francis Gainer and Alexander
Krolick. Anna lived most of her life in
Pottsville, PA. She worked at Onyx Blouse,
Pottsville, and the Wearever Pen Company,
Deer Lake.
She was a dedicated member of Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church where she
served as an active member and president
of the Women’s Guild and sang in the choir.
Anna loved travel, watching birds and
delighted in the visits of family and friends.
She is survived by her son, the Most Rev.
Ronald W. Gainer, eight nephews, one
niece and many great nephews and nieces.
A viewing was held on Saturday, September 8, 2018, at St. Catherine Laboure
Roman Catholic Church, 4000 Derry St.,
Harrisburg. Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated September 8 in the church with
the Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer, her son,
Bishop of Harrisburg, as celebrant. Interment was in Holy Cross Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Diocese of
Harrisburg - Seminarian Fund, 4800 Union
Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 or St.
Catherine Laboure Church.

The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild
of the Catholic Medical Association
invites all Catholic physicians, healthcare workers,
medical students, residents and their families to attend their
ANNUAL WHITE MASS
Sunday, October 14 at 9:30 a.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Father Paul C.B. Schenck,
Celebrant and Homilist
RSVP for reception to kneri@hbgdiocese.org

Annual Dinner to Benefit
Catholic Charities’ Residential Homes
Monday, October 22 • Diocesan Center, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker:
Former NFL Player Kevin Reilly,
who will share his personal story of finding God in hardships
5:00 p.m.
Reception and Silent Auction
6:00 p.m.
Dinner by 2 Gals Catering
7:00 p.m.
Kevin Reilly’s Keynote
Dinner reservations are $100 per person.
Event sponsorship levels are available.
Cash, check, Visa and MasterCard
accepted for the silent auction.
For information and special arrangements,
contact Chris Meehan at
717-657-4804, ext. 284, or cmeehan@cchbg.org.

L a s t i n g Remembrances:
People of the Diocese Share Faith Experiences

In celebration of its 150th anniversary, the Diocese of Harrisburg celebrates the faith of its parishioners through videos submitted
by parishes of parishioners, clergy and religious who share personal memories and experiences that connect them to the faith. Go to
www.hbgdiocese.org/150 for more information on the diocese’s history, events and “Lasting Remembrances” videos.

Coni Sheridan,
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,
Lewisburg

A new car starts my faith story. I was
raised Catholic in Wilkes-Barre. I had
my Baptism and first Holy Communion at St. Theresa’s Church. When I
was 10, my mom got remarried and
we moved to the Lewisburg area, just
as I was about to begin Confirmation
classes in Wilkes-Barre, where those

classes began in sixth grade. My mom
checked around, and she was told that
the only Catholic church available was
in Williamsport. Unfortunately, my religious education and formation was put
on hold.
Through my teen years and young
adult life, I kind of lived care free. I was
agnostic for a while and questioned a lot
of things about my faith. Ultimately, I
realized after a long time that I wasn’t
really happy and things weren’t going
the way they should.
In 2014, I bought a new car. I had always carried my scauplars from my first
Holy Communion in my car, but they
were pretty beat up. I told my grandmother that I wanted a new set, and she
found a store in Wilkes-Barre that sold
them. I drove up and got the new scapulars and wanted to get them blessed. I
went to the church there. I walked in,
thinking that God was going to strike

me down with a bolt of lightning and
that I was going to be very unwelcome.
Amazingly, something different happened. I walked through the door, took
one look around and immediately started crying. Not a tear, but full-on sobs
in the back of the church. The church
was having Confession at the time, so I
decided to go to Confession. I had never
met the priest, and hadn’t been to church
in many, many years. I told the priest at
that moment I wanted to be confirmed.
He told me I could be confirmed as an
adult, and just needed to contact my local Catholic church.
I stayed for Mass that day. I didn’t
know the songs. I didn’t know when to
stand. I didn’t know when to kneel. I felt
very out of place, but at the same time I
felt very in-place. The next day, I looked
online and found Sacred Heart in Lewisburg. I sent an e-mail and immediately
heard from [then-pastor] Father Bill. He

told me to come to church the following week and that we could talk about
me being confirmed. I showed up for
Mass that Saturday, and immediately
was welcomed by several people who
realized I was a new person. I spoke
with Father Bill afterward, and we set
up a plan for my Confirmation.
Over the next three years, in meeting with Father Bill and Deacon
Owen, I managed to work through the
adult catechist book through one-onone adult study. A year ago on May
6, I received my Confirmation from
Father Bill. It has been an amazing
journey. Since I started coming here
to Sacred Heart, I have become a firstgrade CCD teacher. I am a lector, a
sacristan, an usher, and I am very involved in the church and in my faith.
My faith in God has grown stronger.
My prayer life has grown stronger.
My faith story continues to grow.
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Feeding the Hungry
Continued from 1

“Some of the patrons will thank each server along
the line and issue a blessing, like ‘God bless you.’
Others will say thank you once in a while. And there
are some who just will not be friendly. But they all
have different circumstances and we understand
that,” Mrs. Flickinger said.
The soup kitchen pulses with a neighborhood
atmosphere. Music plays. Patrons engage in conversation. Volunteers welcome guests as they enter, and
frequently inquire about their day, their family or
their health.
“It’s beautiful to see the volunteers from different
faiths interacting with the patrons,” said James Koch,
Paula’s husband. He succeeded her as manager eight
years ago when she entered nursing school.
“When people ask me what the benefit of this work
is, I tell them it’s the people on both sides of the
counter: the volunteers and the patrons. So many of
them come in for the fellowship, the community,” he
said.
Many times, those who come in for a meal also
just need someone to hear their story, Mrs. Koch
observed.
“What most of them have lived through is just awful,” she said. “There is community here.”
Beyond the volunteers, Our Daily Bread is also
supported by local businesses that donate bread,
donuts and excess food. Still, the soup kitchen must
purchase items like vegetables, beverages and desserts, as well as breakfast items like eggs, pancakes
and cereal if they aren’t stocked with donations.
To that end, the ministry is grateful for monetary
donations to make necessary purchases. It has also
benefitted from grant money awarded through the
Diocese of Harrisburg’ annual Matthew 25 Collection in November. This year’s collection is Nov. 17
and 18.
“We just can’t say enough about the community
support and the volunteers who have come here for
years to give their time,” Mrs. Koch said.
“I think it’s great that this is an interreligious
effort, and not an effort of one particular church,”
Mr. Russo said. “Everybody has the same goal, and
that is to feed whoever comes through the door. We
couldn’t possibly do this five days a week without
the help of all the churches.”
(For information on assisting Our Daily Bread as
a volunteer or donor, contact James Koch at
ourdailybreadyork@gmail.com or 717-848-1674.)

Above: Ellen Geiger greets guests
of Our Daily Bread soup kitchen
in York as their trays are filled
with a hot meal. The ministry is
an outreach of 60 churches and
synagogues, and was formed
from the York Deanery’s Catholic
parishes 35 years ago to assist
those in need.
Right: A child peers at a
towering jug of iced tea
during the lunchtime meal.
The ministry serves breakfast
and lunch to an average of
275 people a day.
Below: Volunteer
George Russo of St.
Joseph Parish in Dallastown
in the stockroom at Our
Daily Bread. The soup
kitchen accepts
donations of food items to
assist with the distribution of
daily breakfast and lunch.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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Top 10 Must See
Features at the National Shrine
The Diocese of Harrisburg and Bishop Ronald
Gainer will host a pilgrimage to the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on
Nov. 3, in celebration of the Diocese’s 150th anniversary. If you are planning to attend, you won’t want to
miss these features.
1. The Great Dome — The Great Dome is a hallmark of the Basilica. Its diameter is more than twice
that of the central dome of St. Mark’s in Venice, Italy.
2. The Knights Tower — A gift of the Knights of
Columbus, the tower and 56-bell carillon it houses
rises 329 feet. Though its actual height is not equal
to that of the Washington Monument (555 feet), its
geographical location, more than 200 feet above sea
level, causes it to rise nearly as tall as the Washington
Monument.
3. Memorial Hall — At its center stands the statue
of Mary, Mother of Mankind. It was the first commissioned piece of art for the Shrine and was dedicated on May 8, 1937. Surrounding it are tablets of
Travertine marble and Radio Black American marble
walls and columns, on which are inscribed the names
of benefactors and those whom they wished to memorialize—individuals, families, religious, clergy,
and religious community. All are enrolled in the perpetual remembrances of the Shrine.
4. Pope Paul VI Coronation Tiara— This tiara
was worn by Pope Paul VI at his coronation on June
30, 1963. On Nov. 13, 1964, Pope Paul VI removed
the tiara from his head and placed it on the altar as
a manifestation of the “renunciation of human glory and power” and as “the new spirit of the Church
purified.” Francis Cardinal Spellman requested the
honor of obtaining this tiara and putting it to use
for the poor. In recognition of the generosity of the
American people to help the hungry and dispossessed
peoples of the world, the Pope granted the request. It
was presented to the National Shrine on Feb. 6, 1968,
by Archbishop Luigi Raimondi, Apostolic Delegate
to the United States. This is the only papal tiara displayed outside of Rome.
5. Our Mother of Africa Chapel— This chapel
features the sculpture of Our Mother of Africa and
Her Divine Son, and a narrative bas-relief of the
African-American experience from slavery to emancipation. A cherry wood cross holds the solid ebony
figure of the crucified Jesus, which was carved according to the 500-year old tradition of the Entebene
tribe. It is the gift of the National Black Catholic

COURESTY OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE

The mosaic, Christ in Majesty, in the north apse of
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception.

Congress under the leadership of the African American Bishops of the United States. It was dedicated on
Aug. 30, 1997.
6. Cornerstone of the National Shrine — Laid on
Sept. 23, 1920, the cornerstone is located in what is
now the Oratory of Antipolo. This quadrangular fourton block of highly polished black New Hampshire
granite contains the membership scrolls of Salve Regina, the original newsletter of the Shrine, coins “of
the realm” and the certificate of attestation.
7. Christ in Majesty — Located in the North Apse,
this mosaic is one of the largest of Christ in the world

at 3,610 square feet. It contains 3.5 million tesserae
of mosaic in 3,000-4,000 total shades of color, 300 of
which are shades of red and 200 of which are shades
of gold. On the day of dedication, Nov. 20, 1959,
this mosaic was the only interior ornamentation of
the Upper Church. This is a Byzantine representation
of Christ—the Apocalyptic Christ who comes as the
absolute reproving Lord and final judge (raised right
eyebrow) and with the love and compassion of the
Good Shepherd (relaxed left eyebrow). The scarlet
cloak signifies Christ as the Redeemer. The span between Christ’s hands (of his outstretched arms which
reach out to embrace the world and which are in a
position of prayer) is 34 feet across. The span of each
hand is five feet across, while the span from his chin
to hairline is 7 feet tall.
8. Upper Church Sacristy Door — The two
bronze grille doors weigh a ton each, yet are perfectly
balanced to close with the push of one finger. The left
gate features symbols representing Mary as the Immaculate Conception and the purity of the sacrifice of
the Mass: the chalice, host and fleur de lis. The right
gate features symbols representing the Christ Child,
the four books of the Gospel and the Ten Commandments.
9. Our Lady of Czestochowa — The icon of Our
Lady of Czestochowa displayed in this chapel is an
exact copy of the original, even down to the slashes,
scar and scratches that were a result of the Hussite attack on the original. In 1976, Karol Cardinal Wojtyla, the Archbishop of Krakow, visited this chapel and
celebrated Mass in the Upper Church. He returned to
the National Shrine and this chapel three years later
as Pope John Paul II. The marble tablet on the wall in
the chapel recalls this visit.
10. Our Lady of Pompei Chapel — This chapel
was dedicated in October 2008. Among its many features are the Mysteries of Light rendered in mosaic,
completing the representation of all the mysteries of
the Rosary in the National Shrine. The crucifix that
adorns the chapel was blessed by Pope Benedict XVI
during his visit to the Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception on April 16, 2008.
More information on the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception can be found
at http://www.nationalshrine.com. Learn more
about the Diocese of Harrisburg’s pilgrimage at
www.hbgdiocese.org/150.

Looking for a Bus to the Pilgrimage?
The following is a listing of parishes that have secured buses for the
Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., on Nov.
3. The list is current as of Sept. 11,
and includes contact information for
each parish. The list can also be found
online at www.hbgdiocese.org/150.
Follow the events tab to the listing for
the Nov. 3 pilgrimage and click on the
underlined link for local buses.
Assumption BVM, Lancaster
Contact Tina Skubon
717-392-2578
tina@stmaryslancaster.org
Cathedral Parish of
St. Patrick, Harrisburg
Contact Jon Castelli
717-991-1110
Jrcba87@comcast.net
Corpus Christi, Chambersburg
Contact the parish
717-264-6317
CorpusChristiParishChambersburg
@hbgdiocese.org.

Holy Angels, Kulpmont
Contact Mary Kay Bartol
570-373-1221
oneangel@ptd.net

St. Catherine of Siena, Quarryville
Contact Diane Dalgaard
717-471-7963
ddalgaard@hbgdiocese.org

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey
Contact Julie Groh
717-566-5838
sjaccwpres@gmail.com

Holy Family, Harrisburg
Contact Jackie Curran
717-657-4804, ext. 313
jcurran@hbgdiocese.org

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Mechanicsburg
Contact Donna Nebistinsky
717-697-6929
donna@steas.net

St. Leo the Great, Rohrerstown
Contact Tina Johnson
717-394-1742, ext. 161
tjohnson@stleos.org

Immaculate Conception BVM,
Fairfield
Contact Becky Sites
717-642-8815
bsites@hbgdiocese.org
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Hanover
Contact Janet McIntyre
717-633-9384
jmcintyre124@centurylink.net
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lewistown
Contact Jodi Peters
717-242-2781
shparishoffice@sacredheart
lewistown.com
St. Catherine Labouré, Harrisburg
Contact Deb Salldin
717-564-1321, ext. 132
dsalldin@sclhbg.org

St. James, Lititz
Contact Rose Barnas
717-626-0244, ext. 1
rbarnas@hbgdiocese.org
St. Joseph, Hanover
Contact Carolyn Blaszczyk
717-889-2623
cbis@comcast.net
St. Joseph, Lancaster
Contact Donna
717-397-6921
donna@stjosephlanc.com
St. Joseph, Danville
Contact the parish
570-275-2512

St. Patrick, Carlisle
Contact the parish
717-243-4411
St. Peter, Columbia
Contact Francine Redman
717-684-3764
redmanfran52@gmail.com
St. Philip the Apostle, Millersville
Contact Linda Neff
717-872-2166
lneff@hbgdiocese.org
St. Rose of Lima, York
Bus is full, but may have a wait list
Contact Maureen Gerzewski
717-846-4935
mgerzewski@hbgdiocese.org
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Diocesan Pilgrims Gain Spiritual Lessons,
Conquer Fears on Journey to Ireland
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Rosemary Connelly had never traveled
outside of the United States, or been on an
airplane. She is afraid of heights. And she is
discerning her path in life since her husband’s
death in 2016.
Yet, there she was on a flight with nearly 70
other pilgrims traveling from the Diocese of
Harrisburg to Ireland for a 12-day pilgrimage
to the Emerald Isle, Aug. 28-Sept. 8.
She had signed up for the pilgrimage just
five days before its deadline – no passport or
birth certificate on hand.
“I felt that if it was meant for me to go,
everything would go well,” Ms. Connelly, a
member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in Abbottstown, told The Catholic Witness.
Her paperwork immediately fell into place.
“This was a sign from God that I was to go on
this trip,” she said.
She was drawn to the pilgrimage – celebrated in observance of the diocese’s 150th anniCOURTESY OF GIGI LUTO
versary – because of her late husband’s Irish
The celebration of Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral.
heritage. And because she’s searching for where to go next in life.
was the most moving ex“Since my husband’s death, I have
perience.
been drowning in sorrow. The loneIn 1879, the Blessed
liness is overwhelming at times. I
Mother, St. Joseph, John
felt I had no hope left,” Ms. Conthe Evangelist, angels
nelly remarked. “I felt I had to…
and the Lamb of God apcontemplate where my life is to go
peared before 15 people
next. It is still not clear to me what
of varying ages on a
my purpose is, but I do feel that my
rainy evening.
life has changed to the positive side.
“We attended a healI have grown closer to God and my
ing Mass at the basilica,
Catholic faith.”
and it was very touchIn Ireland, her faith was buoyed
ing to see the people
by her fellow pilgrims, including
who came here for not
Bishop Ronald Gainer. He led the
only physical healings,
group on the pilgrimage, but rebut for spiritual healing
turned early upon the death of his
as well,” Ms. Hart told
mother.
The Catholic Witness via
“The sites we visited were exe-mail while on the piltremely remarkable and, when visgrimage.
iting them, you come to the con“There is an anointing
clusion that there is a God,” Ms.
of the sick before the ofConnelly said.
fertory part of the Mass.
The pilgrimage circuited Ireland,
For me, this was a very
from Dublin to Belfast, Knock, Kyemotional time and I
lemore, Limerick and Cork.
could not help but think
Among the highlights: the Down
of all of the mercy that
Cathedral, burial place of St. PatGod gives to us,” she
rick, the patron saint of the Diocese
said.
of Harrisburg; St. Columb’s CatheMs. Hart journeyed
dral, which dates to the early 1600s;
with a fellow parishioner
the Basilica of Our Lady of Knock,
COURTESY OF ELIZABETH HART
of St. Catherine Labouwhere Our Lady appeared in 1879; Bishop Ronald Gainer touches the stone that marks the
COURTESY OF BOB MCWILLIAMS ré Parish, home of the
Croagh Patrick, the mountain where grave of St. Patrick, the patron saint of the Diocese of
Deacon Tom Lang delivers the homily during
Shrine of the Miraculous
St. Patrick spent Lent in 441 A.D. Harrisburg.
Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of Knock.
Medal. The travels with
in prayer and fasting; and Blarney
fellow Catholics affordCastle, where a kiss of its renowned stone griamge. “The many places we visited had and wanted to be with Him personally.”
ed them the opportunity to share the message
promises the gift of eloquence.
spiritual significance and I felt the presence
For Elizabeth Hart, a member of St. Cath- of the Miraculous Medal, and gift several pil“I feel that I have become closer to God of God with me at these places. I visited many erine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg, the Mass grims with the medal.
and my faith,” Ms. Connelly said of the pil- of the adoration chapels when we found them and visit at the Basilica of Our Lady of Knock
“Traveling with other pilgrims really has
given me a chance to share my faith with others and also receive great insight on other people’s spirituality,” she remarked.
“Even though there are elements of this trip
Pilgrims of the Diocese
that are like a vacation, I don’t think anyone has
of Harrisburg gather for a
lost sight of the main reason we are here,” Ms.
group photo at St. Patrick
Hart wrote. “Being able to attend daily Mass
Cathedral.
and receive the Eucharist and saying Rosaries
COURTESY OF MARK TOTARO
and other prayers while riding from place to
place on the bus provides time for reflection
and draws us closer in communion. Ireland is
such a beautiful place where you can really experience God’s creation in all its glory.”
Still, one doesn’t have to travel overseas
for a pilgrimage, she said, pointing to historic
churches within the Diocese of Harrisburg –
and the pilgrimage to the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Washington,
D.C., on Nov. 3 – as perfect opportunities.
“Every person on pilgrimage comes with
their own personalities, backgrounds and opinions…. At the end of the day, when we all go
to Mass, in my own experience, I am reminded
that we are all part of the Body of Christ and
it becomes easy to put aside whatever worldly
differences that we may have,” Ms. Hart said.
“That is one of the beauties of the Catholic
faith for me.”
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Women’s Conference to Highlight
Life and Love, Celebrate Humanae Vitae
By Eva Gontis
Special to The Witness
The Diocese of Harrisburg
invites all women to the 4th Annual
Diocesan Women’s Conference
on Oct. 20 at Bishop McDevitt
High School in Harrisburg. This
year marks the 50th anniversary of
Blessed Pope Paul VI’s landmark
encyclical, Humanae Vitae. The
conference will celebrate the spirit
of this encyclical through a day of
fellowship, prayer, evangelization,
reconciliation, and rejoicing.
Jennifer Fulwiler, renowned author, speaker and radio personality,
will bring her passion for the truth,
her wit and wisdom in recounting
her conversion story and becoming a champion for life. She will
share her journey from a hardened
atheist to a Catholic, pro-life,
pro-family and pro-truth wife and
mother. In a world that challenges
true womanhood, the conference
will uplift, affirm, challenge and
inspire. More than 900 women attended this event last year. Married
or single, with or without children,
lay or religious, every woman is
called to a vocation of holiness.
The day begins with a continental breakfast. After breakfast,
attendees can peruse a variety of
vendors with inspirational books,
beautiful devotional gifts, jewelry
and much more. Vendors will be
present all day for everyone to
discover treasures and shop at their
leisure.
Bishop McDevitt’s spacious
Finestra Hall will be filled with the
music of Women at the Well, as
they help to prepare hearts for Jennifer Fulwiler’s message of joy.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with the Divine Mercy Chaplet and Benediction will follow the
keynote, and the musical talents
of the ladies of Women at the Well
will lead this sacred time of prayer

Holy
Family Radio
Light in the
Darkness Pledge Drive
Many enjoy the
listening alternative and faithdeepening
opportunities
that a local
Catholic radio
station provides.
From September 18-20, Holy
Family Radio, AM
720, will hold its Light in the Darkness pledge drive. This listener-supported, not-for-profit charity depends
on listeners for support of its efforts
to bring the Word of God to the
people of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Please consider supporting this
local independent Catholic ministry. Call 717-525-8110 or visit
www.720whyf.com for information.
Prayer requests are always welcome.

and worship of our Lord. Exhorted
and edified by the keynote speaker
and disengaged from worries and
worldly concerns through prayer
and worship, hearts, minds and
souls will be fed by an abundance
of knowledgeable and inspiring
speakers. Workshops, 36 in all,
will be presented on a variety of
topics from devotions and apologetics, to prayer and parenting, and
everything in between.
Lunch will be available during
all three speaker sessions. Conference participants will be given a
choice of two speaking sessions
with a third session left open for
lunch. During all three sessions,
women will also have the opportunity for reconciliation with our
Lord. Is there something you’ve
been holding onto from which you
need to be healed? Have you been
thinking about going to confession, but it’s been too long? This
conference will offer a blessed
time for renewal. Priests throughout the diocese will be available to
hear confessions. Aids for going to
confession will be provided outside the confessionals, including a
guide on how to go to confession
and an examination of conscience.
In the afternoon, the conference
will feature the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass, celebrated by Bishop
Ronald Gainer.
Don’t miss this wonderful
opportunity to join with women
throughout the diocese for respite
and renewal.
For more information, including a schedule of the day, a listing
of workshop topics and cost, visit
www.hbgdiocese.org/women or
contact Jim Gontis at jgontis@
hbgdiocese.org.
(Eva Gontis is a wife, a mother
of 8, and a member of the Diocesan Women’s Conference Committee.)

Fishers of Men Dinner
To benefit the Seminarians of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg

Friday, October 5, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
at the Diocesan Center
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg
Cost is $150 per plate
$800 per table of six or $1,000 per table of eight.

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations
(717) 657-4804 ext. 282
Visit our website at www.hbgdiocese.org/fishersofmen
for more information or to register.
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Delone Catholic Edges York
Catholic in Competitive Match
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic
Last November, the Squirettes of Delone Catholic came within a few points of winning a state
championship in girls’ volleyball. It was a disappointing end to a fantastic season – one that included a District 3 championship in which they bested York Catholic, 3-1, in a competitive final.
On Sept. 4, the two teams clashed again in an early-season match that was every bit as competitive in a hot, steamy Sheppard Gym at Delone Catholic. The Fighting Irish won the second
set, but Delone rallied to win the third before edging the Irish by a couple of points in the fourth
to top their rival.
Clearly the heat – with an index reading of 103, making the real-feel in the gym even worse –
adversely affected both teams. But Delone won the long rally and crucial deciding points late in
several sets for the win.
While both squads lost key players to graduation, there is plenty of experience left on the
court to be playing in November, when the stakes are high again and the heat index is a forgotten discomfort.

Top: York Catholic’s
McKenna Walker,
libero and senior
captain, makes a
great pass off of
a Delone Catholic
serve.
Left: Hope
Leavy-Gaskins,
sophomore outside
hitter, spikes over
Squirette blockers.
Right: Delone’s
Molly Raville,
senior outside
hitter, serves
during the match’s
first set. Delone’s
strength is that
they have multiple
outside hitters that
can be set,
making them
difficult to defend.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE
CATHOLIC WITNESS

York Catholic’s Student-Athletes Gather for Rosary Rally
The sports season at York Catholic High School kicked off with
a Rosary Rally on Aug. 30, with
student-athletes from the school’s
sports teams in attendance.
The Rosary Rallies, which are
held in each of the diocese’s seven
high schools, are a diocesan initiative of evangelization through
sports. The rallies are also connected to the SportsLeader apostolate, which is based out of Kentucky and is in more than 100 high
schools across the country. Two
years ago, the Diocese of Harrisburg became the first diocese in the
country to implement the SportsLeader program in all of its high
schools. At the same time, Bishop
Ronald Gainer appointed a Diocesan Director of Sports Ministry,
James Gontis.
SportsLeader has 4 basic pillars:
virtue formation, Catholic identity, mentoring and ceremonies.
The Rosary Rallies are part of the
Catholic identity pillar.

Father Jonathan Sawicki, chaplain at York
Catholic High School, leads student athletes in
a Rosary Rally at the high school to start the fall
sports season on Aug. 30. The Rosary Rally is
an initiative of the SportsLeader program, which
was implemented in all of the diocese’s high
schools two years ago.

COURTESY OF LORI KEITH, YORK CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
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Young Pilgrims Welcome World Youth Day Cross,
Marian Icon to U.S. Cities
Catholic News Service
Despite the nearly 100-degree temperatures, Jaime Reyna found purpose in
his four-hour drive from Corpus Christi
to Houston.
With five teens from the Diocese of
Corpus Christi, where Reyna serves
as diocesan youth ministry director, he
made a pilgrimage to the Co-Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart in Houston, which
hosted the World Youth Day Cross and
Marian icon Aug. 23.
The two symbols of World Youth Day,
the massive international celebration of
the Catholic faith with young adults to
be held in Panama in January, visited the
archdiocese nearly one year to the day
since Hurricane Harvey came ashore
in 2017. The storm devastated several
dioceses along the Texas Gulf Coast, including Reyna’s Corpus Christi, Victoria, Galveston-Houston and Beaumont.
More than 1,000 people joined Reyna
for the three-and-a-half-hour celebration, which included veneration and procession of the cross and icon, as well as
a Liturgy of the Word at which Auxiliary
Bishop George A. Sheltz of GalvestonHouston presided.
The Corpus Christi teens helped carry
the cross, which Reyna called a blessing.
“The fact that ... they were going to
be able to touch and carry the cross just
like they do at World Youth Days, that
some of them will never experience for
different reasons, the fact that they were
able to carry it here, they’ll have a story
to share with not only their friends, but
maybe their future children. It meant a
lot for them, and they shared it with me
and I think they’re looking forward to
share it with everybody else at home,”
he said.

Faithful pray before the official World Youth Day Cross and
Marian Icon during a prayer vigil with the World Youth Day
symbols at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Houston
Aug. 23.

CNS/JAMES RAMOS, TEXAS CATHOLIC HERALD

After the procession, English, Spanish, Vietnamese, African descent, Filipino and Chinese community choirs from
across the archdiocese joined to lead
worship during continued veneration.
In his homily, Bishop Sheltz confronted the clergy sexual abuse scandals that
have rocked the Catholic Church in recent weeks, and encouraged the young
people to look to the cross and focus
their prayers to lift up the survivors of
clergy abuse.
To those going to Panama, he said “be
great witnesses of God’s love. Be good
examples of what it is to be a Houstonian
and a Texan. Say ‘howdy’ to everyone.
Be proud to be a Catholic Christian, and
be willing to serve God in everything
that you do every day of your life.”
The cross and the icon were on a nine-

Young people carry the official
World Youth Day Cross in a
procession across the National
Mall in Washington Aug. 25.
The cross and a Marian icon
toured the U.S. Aug. 19-27.

day tour across the U.S. Aug. 19-27. On
the Palm Sunday immediately following
each World Youth Day, the cross is transferred from the youth of that year’s host
country to the youth of the country hosting the next celebration. Because Panama is such a small country, the current
tour was expanded to include Central
America, the Caribbean, and five U.S.
cities: Chicago, Miami, Houston, Washington and Los Angeles.
In Washington, Aug. 25, a procession
with the cross began at the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial, where Panama Archbishop Jose Domingo Ulloa Mendieta
welcomed pilgrims to the country for
January’s celebration.
Neida Morales, a 19-year-old who
traveled to Washington from North Carolina, is planning to go to Panama. She
said she is looking forward to “getting
closer to God, trying to figure out what’s
my purpose in life” while there.
Similarly, Helen Trimble, a member of
St. Mary of the Mills Parish in Laurel,
Maryland, said she is “hoping to have a
better idea of what I want to do with my
life and what my calling is.”
As the throng prepared to process to
several monuments along the National
Mall, Archbishop Ulloa noted how the
people remembered in the memorials
helped build the United States.

“These people invite us to be different,” he said. “Christ, always young, is
inviting us to leave our mark that makes
history in the life of others. Let us be the
protagonists of this history.”
As the young people processed down
the National Mall, the pain of the sexual abuse crisis in the Church was felt
heavily. Members of the World Youth
Day Cross Leadership Team said they
planned to offer the procession “in
prayer for the wounded state of Christ’s
Church, our city, and our world.”
In remarks to the young people, Auxiliary Bishop Roy Campbell Jr. of Washington said, “the cross that each of us
bear has been made heavier by the recent
terrible revelation of decades of sexual
abuse of the people of God.”
He added that survivors of abuse
“should not have to suffer by carrying the cross of suffering, humiliation
or shame.” He encouraged participants
to pray for those victims and to act as
“instruments of God’s peace” to prevent
future abuse.
Young adults from St. Dominic Parish
in Washington were among those who
carried the cross during the procession.
The prayer intentions for that part of the
journey were for those with disabilities
and for those affected by the abuse scandal.
Once the group had processed to the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, Bishop Barry Knestout of Richmond, Virginia, reflected on the civil rights leader’s
“I Have a Dream” speech, in which he
was “speaking of a dream for racial harmony ... a focus on the dignity of human
persons and how that dignity should be
reflected in all we say and all we do.”
The route also took participants to the
Washington Monument and the Smithsonian Castle, where Auxiliary Bishop
Mario Dorsonville of Washington reflected on the cross that immigrants have
to bear.
“We can say, ‘I will help you,’” Bishop Dorsonville told the young people,
encouraging them to listen to Pope Francis’ call to move from a culture of indifference to a culture of solidarity.

World Youth Day
Panama City ~ January 21-28, 2019
A pilgrimage for post high
school young adults ages 18-35
from the Diocese of Harrisburg
and the Archdiocese of Baltimore
Young adults ages 18-35 from around
the world will gather with the Holy Father
for a week of engaging prayer, vibrant liturgy, powerful catechesis with bishops from around the world, concerts from
Catholic artists, and an unforgettable vigil and Mass with the pope.
A non-refundable deposit of $500 is required to reserve your spot.
Total cost for the pilgrimage is $3,200.
For more information, contact:
Robert Williams
Director, Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Diocese of Harrisburg
717-657-4804, ext. 328
rwilliams@hbgdiocese.org
Or visit www.hbgdiocese.org/youngchurch
CNS/JACLYN LIPPELMANN, CATHOLIC STANDARD

#Panama2019
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Families Called to Share Joy,
Love, Life with the World, Pope Says
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
In a stadium of Catholic families
from around the world, Pope Francis
told the laypeople they are the vast
majority of Church members and that,
without them, the Church would be
cold, a collection of statues.
“God wants every family to be
a beacon of joy of his love to our
world,” the pope said Aug. 25, celebrating the Festival of Families in
Dublin’s Croke Park Stadium.
The Irish dance troupe Riverdance
thrilled the crowd and brought a big
smile to Pope Francis’ face. “The
Priests,” a classical Irish trio of
priests, performed, as did Nathan
Carter, an Irish country singer, and
tenor Andrea Bocelli.
Families from India, Canada, Iraq,
Ireland and Burkina Faso stood on
stage near the pope while pre-recorded video versions of their testimonies
played.
The Canadian couple, Marissa and

Aldo d’Andrea of Toronto, spoke
about their 54 years of marriage, their
four children and 13 grandchildren –
and one on the way.
The Iraqi couple, Enass and Sarmaad Mekhael, are refugees living in
Australia. Enas’ brother was Father
Ragheed Aziz Ganni, a 35-year-old
Chaldean Catholic priest murdered in
2007 at a parish in Mosul, Iraq.
The families, who have faced joys
and heartache and have held on to
each other and to their faith, are
models of how each Catholic family is
called to give a witness in the world to
the love of God, the pope said.
“That is what holiness is all about,”
he said. “I like to speak of the saints
next door, all those ordinary people
who reflect God’s presence in the life
and history of the world.”
Pope Francis insisted, “The vocation to love and to holiness is not
something reserved for a privileged
few,” but is a call that comes with
baptism.
One key aspect of God’s love is

Pope Francis greets a recently married couple as he visits St. Mary’s
Pro-Cathedral in Dublin Aug. 25.

God’s willingness to forgive, and that
is an essential part of family life, too,
the pope said.

Pope Francis arrives to celebrate Mass at Phoenix Park in Dublin Aug. 26.

CNS/PAUL HARING

Pope Francis meets with a family that gave testimony during the Festival of Families in Croke Park stadium in Dublin Aug. 25.

Every family experiences tensions
and arguments, the pope said, but
“sometimes you are angry and tempted to sleep in another room – alone
and apart – but just knock on the door
and say: ‘Please, can I come in?’ All
it takes is a look, a kiss, a sweet word
and everything returns to normal.”
Pope Francis said the stories shared
by the couples clearly show the
strength and power that come from
faith and from the grace of sacramental marriage.
“The love of Christ that renews all
things is what makes possible marriage and a conjugal love marked
by fidelity, indissolubility, unity and
openness to life,” he said. “God –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit – created
mankind in his image to share in his
love, to be a family of families and
to enjoy the peace that he alone can
give.”
Many seats in the stadium remained
empty. Years of revelations of the
extent of decades of physical, sexual
and emotional abuse by Church officials and their long-delayed response
to the problem have devastated Irish
Catholics, sent church attendance
plummeting and contributed strongly
to the waning influence of the Irish
hierarchy in public discourse.
Earlier in the day, Pope Francis
spent 90 minutes meeting privately
with eight survivors of the abuse.
One survivor, Father Patrick McCafferty, tweeted that it was “an excellent
meeting in every respect.”
“I think all this with the abuse is
taking its toll,” said Laura Egan of
Dublin, who attended the Croke Park
event. “I came to see the last pope
in 1979. Pope Francis is a wonderful man. I do think he can bring the
Church through this abuse scandal,
but it’s those in the Vatican who need
to do something about it. That insider
circle has a lot of power. I think Francis can make that happen.”
Paul Doherty, 53, a security guard
from County Meath, told Catholic
News Service, “the faith is still strong
here, but this is a very different Ireland from the one Pope John Paul II
visited. Hopefully this will strengthen
the faith here.”
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Day of ‘Prayer and Care’
for Caregivers Planned

The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
Berwick
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Michael R. Yalch
Catawissa
Our Lady of Mercy:
William “Bill” Krasiewski
Danville
St. Joseph:
Frank Maciejewski
Elizabethtown
St. Peter:
Henry Chipriano
Harrisburg
Holy Name of Jesus:
Gladys L. Dougherty
Robert J. Heisse
John E. Koury
Cynthia L. Myers
Michelle A. Rametta
Thomas J. Smilek
St. Catherine Labouré:
Betty Ciucci
Thomas Hayden
Michael Sullivan
Hershey
St. Joan of Arc:
Agnes McCarty
Vincent Pasquini
John Robbins
Lancaster
St. John Neumann:
Ed Pezenosky
Lebanon
Assumption BVM:
Arlene Allwein
Edward Allwein
Eleanor Bamberger
Maryann Overson
Edward Schlegel, Sr.
McSherrystown
Annunciation BVM:
Mary Neiderer
Mechanicsburg
St. Joseph:
Frank Mosher
Louis Reday
Middletown
Seven Sorrows BVM:
James Douglass
Michael Pakosky
Dorothy Viola
Millersville
St. Philip the Apostle:
Isabel Brown
Linda Losito
Barbara Raymond
Mount Joy
Mary, Mother of the Church:
Mary Sheetz
New Cumberland
St. Theresa:
Lorraine Siegfried

New Oxford
Immaculate Conception BVM:
Julianna Wright
Shamokin
Mother Cabrini:
Patricia Bidding
Beatrice (Betty) Bradley
William (Whitey) Edmondson
Lawrence (Hap) Kinder
Steelton
Prince of Peace:
Elizabeth Benko
York
St. Rose of Lima:
Levere Smith

Sister Joan
of the Cross
Sister Joan of the Cross (Joan Kennedy Bourne), 87, a member of the
Discalced Carmelite Nuns of Danville,
passed peacefully to God on Aug. 10 at
Emmanuel Center in Danville.
Born in Easton, Md., on January 13,
1931, she graduated from Mount St.
Agnes Academy in Baltimore, Md., in
1949. A year later, in 1950, Sister Joan
entered the Carmelite Monastery at
Loretto, Pa. She received the Habit of
the Order on April 21, 1951, and made
Profession of Vows on April 26, 1952.
In September of 1953, she joined five
other nuns from Loretto to make the
foundation of the Carmelite Monastery
in Mount Carmel.
Sister Joan was a council member in
the monastery and a generous community member. She served as soloist
in the liturgies of the Holy Mass and
Divine Office, was an excellent cook
and baker, a seamstress, did much care
of the monastery grounds and offered
service in whatever was needed. She
held leadership roles in the Carmelite
Communities Associated and in the
Association of Contemplative Sisters.
Dedicated to the ecumenical movement, she assisted the local churches
in prayer services at the monastery for
several years in promotion of this, and
was a signer of a covenant for unity
among the churches.
In addition to her brother Michael
and sister Patricia, she is survived by
numerous nieces and nephews and
grandnieces and grandnephews. She
was preceded in death by her parents
and brothers, Thomas, Rev. Peter
Bourne, and James.
The Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated Aug. 22 in the chapel at
Maria Hall, Danville. Burial was in All
Saints Cemetery, Elysburg.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in September
during the past 25 years:
Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997
Father Lawrence Coakley, 2014.

On Oct. 27, caregivers will be honored at the 5th annual Caregivers’ Day of Prayer
and Care at Trinity High School in Camp Hill. The event is being coordinated by the
Cumberland/Perry Deanery.
“This day is free and open to everyone who is a caregiver,” said Mary Moll, co-chair
of this year’s event. “We want people to know how much their caregiving means, how
holy and valuable it is. You are an advocate, driver, chief cook and bottle-washer, medical assistant, cleaner and teacher all rolled up into one. It can be exhausting and isolating
at times. The purpose of the day is to give caregivers an opportunity to refresh, renew,
refocus, and reconnect.”
A caregiver is a person who takes care of a family member, friend or neighbor. Caregivers provide help and attention to those in all sorts of situations: chronic illness, those
with mental or physical challenges, autism, dealing with age issues, struggling with
addiction, dementia/Alzheimer’s, receiving cancer treatments, or undergoing intense
rehabilitation. Caregivers may have primary responsibility for helping a loved one, or
have professional care assistance.
The day will begin at 9 a.m. with a continental breakfast. Participants will gather for a
keynote speaker and a moving prayer service. Following a catered lunch, attendees have
a range of activities to enjoy, from sampling homemade treats at a dessert bar and enjoying samples of local beverages, to viewing a service animal demonstration. Activities
also include cake decorating, floral arrangement creation, hand massages, manicures,
haircuts, or making cards and gift bags.
Many sponsors and area churches make this day possible, including Ahold, Hershey
Foods, Messiah Village, the local Council of the Knights of Columbus, and area businesses, organizations, and individuals who have generously donated their time and talents to provide this special day.
The day will conclude at 3:30 p.m. Participants may attend for the entire day, or just
part. There is no cost to attend, but pre-registration is encouraged. RSVP by Oct. 17 at
www.caregiversdayofprayerandcare.org or call 717-258-1104.

‘40 Days for Life’ Campaign
in Lancaster begins September 26

The Lancaster community will unite with others from coast to coast and internationally for the pro-life “40 Days for Life” campaign. Through this simultaneous, pro-life
mobilization, participants pray and work for an end to abortion, and for a turn of hearts
and minds from a culture of death to a culture of life.
The campaign’s three components are prayer and fasting, peaceful vigil and community outreach. In Lancaster, a vigil will be held in the public right-of-way at Planned
Parenthood, 31 S. Lime Street, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m.-4
p.m.
Consider standing for life locally in Lancaster. For more information about “40 Days
for Life” or to sign up for vigil hours, visit www.40daysforlife.com. To join the Lancaster campaign, contact Tom Ramsbottom at 717-468-3822 or tramsbottom354@comcast.net. A campaign will also be held in York; contact Tom Evans at 717-999-4025 or
tomevans54@comcast.net for more details.

York Catholic Students
Excel on AP Exams

The scores of the national Advanced Placement (AP) exams for high school students
are in and York Catholic students have excelled again.
Advanced Placement (AP) courses offer high school students college level rigor with
AP students dedicating long hours of study that begin during the summer months and
end in May with a national exam. AP courses are offered through College Board, and exams are four hours long. Exams are graded on a scale of 1-5, with one the lowest grade
possible and five the highest. Many colleges and universities accept a score of three or
higher for college credit, a motivating factor for the enrolled students.
York Catholic offers Advanced Placement courses in English, Calculus, Chemistry,
Biology and U.S. History. This spring, 32 York Catholic students took a total of 42 AP
exams, with a 95% pass rate of a 3 or higher. Of those 42 tests, 16 students scored a 5,
15 students scored a 4, and 9 students scored a 3.
AP Scholars with Honors are students who earn scores of 3 or higher on four or more
AP exams. Brian Hand from the class of 2018 achieved this honor. Brian is now enrolled at the United States Naval Academy. AP Scholars are students who earn scores
of 3 or higher on three or more AP exams. The following five graduates from the class
of 2018 have been recognized as AP Scholars: Carolyn Albright, Catholic University;
Katelyn Danczyk, Penn State University; Nicholas Gaito, York College of Pennsylvania; Rachel Lyter, Mount St. Mary’s; and Emma Poff, Gettysburg College.

Joe Strausbaugh, a
member of St. Rose
of Lima Parish in
York, is celebrating
his 90th birthday this
year. To mark the
occasion, Father
Daniel Richards,
pastor, presented
Mr. Strausbaugh
with a Papal
Blessing on
Aug. 25.
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings
Public square Rosary rallies take place on the
squares in New Oxford, Littlestown and Hanover
monthly at noon. The rally in New Oxford is the second Saturday of the month, the rally in Littlestown
is the third Saturday of the month, and the rally in
Hanover is the fourth Saturday of the month. For
information, call Grace at 717-624-2180.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is available at the St. Pauline Center at 1150 Chestnut
Street in Kulpmont on Fridays from noon-10 p.m.,
and Saturdays from 5 a.m.-7 p.m. The Chaplet of
Divine Mercy is prayed in the chapel on Fridays
at 3 p.m.
Cana Couples in Christ, an evening of
prayer and celebration for married couples, will
take place Sept. 28 from 7-9 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church in York. Experience the superabundant
joy of marriage with other couples in a Holy Hour
of Eucharistic Adoration featuring “The Cana Rosary.” Reflect on the mystery of marriage through
the eyes of Mary in the life of her Son. Following
the Holy Hour, gather for a wine and cheese social. RSVP to Deacon Neil at crispo@sjy.org or
717-755-7503.
A Mass and reception for couples in the
Cumberland/Perry Deanery who were married
in 1992 and 1993 will be held on Oct. 21 at 2 p.m.
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Enola. For further information or to make a reservation, please
call Stella at 717-766-3436. Deadline for reservations is Oct. 5.
Rosary Coast to Coast. Join St. Joseph Parish in Hanover on Oct. 7 to pray and call upon
God through the powerful intercession of Our
Lady of the Rosary to heal our country and to return to holiness. The program will begin with Eucharistic Adoration with musical accompaniment
by the Hernandez family from 3-4 p.m., Scriptural Rosary from 4-4:30 p.m., and reflection
and Marian and patriotic songs from 4:30-5 p.m.
More information is available at rosarycoastto
coast.com, or contact Dan Mlinek at dmlinek@
comcast.net.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in
Hershey will be held on Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. Join
your brothers and sisters in Christ as we praise,
worship and adore our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Holy Eucharist. Father Modestus will preside. A
reception will be held immediately following the
Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more information,
call 717-583-0240. All are welcome, please join
us!
An evening of prayer in honor of St.
Therese, The Little Flower, will be held on Oct.
1 at 7 p.m. at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Church in McSherrystown. Father Kenneth
Smith will be the homilist.
A Mass with Prayers for Healing will be celebrated at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
in Mount Carmel on Sept. 27 at 7 p.m. Father
Francis Karwacki, the pastor, will be the principal
celebrant with Father Ryan Fisher and Father
Steven Frenier, OFM, Conv, concelebrating.

Pilgrimages & Retreats

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., will take place
on Nov. 3. Bishop Ronald Gainer will lead our
diocese on this pilgrimage in celebration of the
diocese’s 150th anniversary. The schedule for
the day includes Mass and time for confessions,
private prayer, touring of the shrine, and visiting
the spacious book and gift shops or having a bite
to eat in the cafeteria. Those wishing to attend
should contact their parish, as the parishes will be
making their own arrangements for bus transportation from their parish to the Shrine and determining pickup locations, times, cost, etc. Smaller
parishes may wish to join with others in reserving
buses as a region. For those wishing to drive on
their own, there is ample parking at the Shrine. A
schedule for the day and a list of parish buses
are available online at www.hbgdiocese.org/150.

Join Father Dwight Schlaline on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land from January 7-17,
2019. The pilgrimage includes: Daily Mass at
holy sites, licensed Christian guide, accommodation in First Class hotels (five nights in Jerusalem, three nights in Tiberias, on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, one night in Tel Aviv),
breakfast and dinner daily, land transportation
by deluxe motorcoach, roundtrip motorcoach
from Shippensburg to Washington Dulles Airport, roundtrip airfare from Dulles to Tel Aviv on
Lufthansa, and more, for $3,289 per person/
double occupancy. For complete details, please
contact Karen Hurley at k.m.hurley1@gmail.
com or George’s International Tours at (800)
566-7499, sales@georgesintl.com or visit www.
georgesintl.com.
A pilgrimage to the National Shrine of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Md., is being sponsored by St. Catherine Labouré Parish
in Harrisburg on Sept. 27 with departure at 8:45
a.m. and return at 4 p.m. Day includes orientation and film, historic homes guided tour, chapel and altar of relics tour, Mass, Confession,
Adoration, Rosary and personal time for prayer,
viewing exhibits and walking the grounds. The
cost of $30 per person includes all tours and
transportation by deluxe motor coach leaving/
returning from St. Catherine Labouré. For more
information or ticket purchase, contact Deb at
the parish office: 717-564-1321 or dsalldin@
gmail.com.
“Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” pilgrimage to Israel “The Holy Land” with Father
Luis R. Rodriguez, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish in Chambersburg. Eleven days, departing
Jan. 23 and returning Feb. 2, 2019. Experience
Bethlehem to the place of the Ascension. Cost
is $2,995. Includes travel to and from the airport, round trip flight, hotels, breakfast and dinner daily. Extras are insurance and tips. For
more information and to register, contact Evelyn
at Select International Tours 800-842-4842 or
evelyn@select-intl.com. Whole itinerary can be
viewed at selectinternationaltours.com.

Education & Enrichment

Two Evenings with Father Dave Pivonka, TOR, at Xavier Center in Gettysburg Oct.
23 and 24. Join Father Pivonka for conversations about the Holy Spirit in our lives. An internationally popular speaker, Father Pivonka
spends much of his time helping others come to
know God’s love for them through his dynamic preaching, writing, CDs, and other spiritual
outreaches. Event is hosted by the St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church Evangelization Committee of Gettysburg at Xavier Center, 465 Table
Rock Road, Oct. 23 and 34. Doors open at 6
p.m. Praise and worship music begins at 6:30
p.m., and Father Pivonka speaks at 7 p.m. Free
parking. ADA and handicapped accessible
venue and bathrooms. There is no ticket fee;
a free will offering will be collected to assist
Father Pivonka in his ministry. Contact Kathy
Reid, Chair of the Evangelization Committee, at
evangelized.blessed@gmail.com. St. Joseph
the Worker Parish in Bonneauville is hosting
the Wild Goose series prior to Father Pivonka’s
arrival on Tuesday evenings. For more information, contact Clare Crone at ccrone2@gmail.
com.

Fundraisers & Events

Lancaster Catholic High School will host
the second annual Crusader Legacy Golf Classic on Sept. 24 at Bent Creek Country Club.
The event benefits the LCHS Crusader Legacy
Scholarship to assist the children and grandchildren of Lancaster Catholic alumni in continuing
the tradition of excellence. Various sponsorship
opportunities are available. Cost for an individual golfer is $250, and includes greens fee,
lunch and dinner, and golfer kit. Cost for individual spectator and dinner guest is $100. For
information and registration, contact Joe Sahd
at jsahd@lchsyes.org or 717-509-0313.
Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is celebrating its 65th year with some exciting new
events. “GSS Okotberfest” will will take place
on Oct. 13 from 3-7 p.m. at the school, at 3400

Market Street. GSS Oktoberfest will provide fall
fun for the whole family, and will feature food &
beverages, music, crafts & games, inflatables
and more! If you are a GSS alumni, please update your contact info at gsschpa.org/alumni,
and stop by our Alumni Tent at Oktoberfest. We
love to hear what our GSS grads are up to! Volunteers are needed to provide food and craft
items, and to assist with the Oktoberfest festivities. Contact Jessica LeTersky at jletersky@
gsschpa.org or 717-737-7261 for more info.
“Swing for the Sisters” golf tournament
to benefit the Sisters of St. Joseph will be held
Sept. 29 at Flatbush Golf Course in Littlestown.
Four-person scramble format. Registration and
continental breakfast from 7-8:30 p.m., shotgun start at 8:30 a.m., and lunch and awards
at noon. Prizes for first place, closest to the pin
and longest drive in men’s and women’s categories. Various sponsorship levels available. Cost
is $75 per golfer, $300 per foursome. Cost includes breakfast, greens fees, cart and lunch.
Call 1-800-482-6510 or e-mail development@
ssjphila.org.
St. Anne-Neumann Travel Club in Lancaster
will host a trip to the Seeing Eye Dog School in
New Jersey, Oct. 10-11. Trip includes a visit to
the New Jersey governor’s residence, a working orchard, and the main campus of the Seeing Eye Dog School. Depart St. John Neumann
Church in Lancaster, Oct. 10 at 7:45 a.m. Cost
varies from $268-$384, based on per person
room occupancy. For information, contact John
Feyock at 717-569-1033.
Our Lady’s Fall Market, featuring vendors
with original artwork, crafts and gently used
items, will take place Sept. 22 from 8 a.m.-1
p.m. in the parking lot of Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Harrisburg. Food and free
parking. Come to sell and shop. Vendor spaces are $15 each; contact Pam Kotz at olbsfall
market@gmail.com.
Morning Star to hold Shooting Star 5K
Run & Walk for Life. On Sept. 22, Morning
Star Pregnancy Services will hold its annual 5K
Run (at 8 a.m.) and Walk for Life (at 10 a.m.)
at Harrisburg’s City Island. Check-in time is one
hour ahead. Run registration is $25 until Sept.
14 and $30 thereafter. Walk is free, but shirts
are earned through $25 in sponsorships. Free
pancake breakfast and fun games and rides!
Register at www.SupportMorningStar.com or
call 717-920-0411 for more information.
Join your friends in pro-life, and co-chairs
Dr. Michael Moritz and his daughter Katie, for
a one-of-a-kind event, Women’s Care Center’s inaugural Luxury Bingo. The event will be
held Sept. 27 at 6 p.m. at the Country Club of
York, and benefits moms, babies and families
in our community. The evening features highend prizes, fabulous food and drinks, and lots
of fun! For more information, please call 717854-6285, or e-mail Linda Skehan at linda@
yorkpregnancycenter.com. You may also register online at www.wwccluxurybingo.org. Seating
is limited; make your reservation today!
Oktoberfest – The Carlisle Area Family Life
Center, Carlisle’s only crisis pregnancy and
family resource center, is hosting a traditional
Oktoberfest event on Sept. 21 from 6-10 p.m.
at the Carlisle Ribbon Mill, 320 East Louther
Street. Traditional German food and beer will
be served. Bring your friends and dance to the
Egerlander German Band. Enjoy bidding on silent and live auction items. Tickets are $35 each,
which includes dinner, but does not include beer,
auction or raffle items. To register for tickets, call
CAFLC at 717-243-6544. All proceeds benefit
the Carlisle Area Family Life Center.
Holy Name of Jesus Knight of Columbus
Council #14081 will be sponsoring an “all-youcan-eat” pancake breakfast every second Sunday during the months of September, October
and November. Upcoming breakfasts are Oct.
8 and Nov. 12 from 9 a.m.-noon. Tickets are
$5 and can be purchased at the door. Menu includes choice of sausage and a refreshment. All
proceeds will go to assist other projects sponsored by the K of C throughout the year.
Diocesan Notebook continues on page 15
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Students in grades K-6 are invited
to learn all about cheerleading with
the York Catholic varsity cheerleaders at the YC Cheer Clinic on Sept.
22 from 9 a.m.-noon at York Catholic.
Participants will learn cheers, chants
and a dance. K-6 cheerleaders who
participate will get an opportunity to
join the varsity squad on the sidelines at the YC football game on Oct.
12. Cost is $25 for 1 child, $35 for 2
children, and $45 for 3 children. To
register, contact Heather Hoffman at
717-846-8871, ext. 220, by Sept. 19.
York Catholic High School will
be open to the public on Sept. 26
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. for families who
want to take a tour while classes are
in session. One of the YC Student
Ambassadors will escort families and
let them observe a typical school day.
All visitors will have a chance to meet
with the Admissions Director to have
questions answered. If you have any
questions prior to “Welcome Wednesday,” please contact Heather Hoffman, Director of Admissions & Enrollment, at 717-846-8871, ext. 220, or
hhoffman@yorkcatholic.org.
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in
Bonneauville will hold its 16th annual golf tournament on Sept. 29 at
8 a.m. at Meadowbrook Golf Course
in Gettysburg. Tournament will be a
four-person scramble. Cost is $55 per
golfer, $220 per team, and includes
18 holes, cart, beverages, snacks,
dinner and prizes. Register online at
www.stjosephtheworkerpa.org. For
more information, call Jeff Small at
717-334-8542 or the parish office at
717-334-2510.
St. Katharine Drexel Parish’s
Food Truck Fest will be Sept. 23 from
noon-4 p.m. at the parish campus in
Mechanicsburg. After the Joy Mass,
featuring special music by Women at
the Well at 10:30 a.m. and Mass at
11 a.m., get lunch at five food truck
vendors. Slow-cooked BBQ, grilled
cheese sandwiches, Greek food,
bakery items and sno-cones. Music
and games. Information at www.skdparish.com.
Knights of Columbus Council
#3625 is sponsoring an all-youcan-eat breakfast on Sept. 23 from 9
a.m.-noon at Prince of Peace Parish

Center in Steelton. Eggs, pancakes,
bacon, sausage, coffee and orange
juice for $8. Tickets can be purchased
at the door. Call the parish office at
717-985-1330 if you have any questions.
Mother Cabrini Parish in Shamokin will hold a Chicken Bar-B-Que
on Oct. 7 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
“Cabrini Shed,” located at the corner
of Race and Cherry streets. Tickets
can be purchased at the parish office
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Dinner includes
half a chicken, homemade potato
salad, baked beans, roll and a sweet.
Limited supply of extra dinners and
chicken halves for walk-in customers.
Donation is $8. Take-out only. Call
570-648-4512 for more information.
An Oktoberfest event by St. Joan
of Arc Knights of Columbus Council #6693 in Hershey will be held
Oct. 6 from noon-7 p.m. in the school
cafeteria and parking lot. Beer brats,
hot dogs and sauerkraut, fried potato cakes, soft pretzels, apple strudel and funnel cakes. October brews
and barrel root beer. College football
games inside on the big screen. Music by the Steelton Button Box Gang,
Cody McSherry, and The Happy Slovenes. Come for a day of good food
and music.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in
Spring Gove is holding its annual
indoor yard sale on Sept. 21 from
9 a.m.-7 p.m. Food will be served
throughout the day, ending with a
ham and green bean dinner from 4-7
p.m. For more information, visit www.
sacredheartsg.com.
Fall Fun Fest at St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland. Come enjoy
this family-friendly event on Sept.15
from 4-10 p.m. Children’s games,
basket raffles, DJ, food trucks, beer
and bingo from 7-9 p.m. It’s all happening inside and outside at St. Theresa School. This event is rain or
shine.
Harvest Fest 2018 at St. Mary
Church, 94 Walnut Road, Hamburg,
on Oct. 5 from 4-9 p.m. and Oct. 6 from
noon-9 p.m. Friday features music by
Chris Tray (4-5:30 p.m.) and Oldies
Band (5:30-8:30 p.m.). Saturday features The Golden Tones Polka Band
(1-4 p.m.), Polka Mass at 4:30 p.m.,
Blue Mountain Heritage Chorus (5:30
-6:30 p.m.), and Tommy Dee (6:30-9
p.m.). Homemade ethnic food, fun,
activities, ongoing entertainment and

games for all ages, corn hole tournament (Saturday; see website for registration), rock wall and bungee jump,
dinosaur dig, hay rides, first responders, bingo, theme baskets, raffles and
more. Free admission, plenty of parking, no coolers. Call 610-562-7657 or
visit www.stmaryhamburg.org.
Catholic men and women volunteers are needed for prison/work
release ministry team (about 4-6
hours monthly), visiting Keystone
Correctional Center in Harrisburg. No
experience necessary; orientation to
be scheduled by the Prison Christian Growth Group (PCGG). Find information at http://www.pcggprison
ministry.org/. Contact Terry Keating at
trking8@hotmail.com or call 717-5120144.
Volunteer opportunities for medical professionals (RNs, LPNs,
CMAs, NPs, PAs, MDs, OB/GYNs,
RDMs, and PBTs) at Morning Star
Clinic. In pregnancy medical clinics
like Morning Star, medical professionals provide client teaching, STI
testing and treatment, abortion pill reversal instruction, and other medical
services and education. At Morning
Star, you can be a part of a team that
serves the women and men of the
Harrisburg area with love, compassion, and understanding. For more
information, contact Linda Plummer,
Executive Director, at 717-901-3377
or
lplummer@morningstarchoices.
com, fill out the volunteer application
at
www.SupportMorningStar.com/
get-involved.
St. Margaret Mary Flea Market:
New items every week! Donations
accepted during business hours, tax
receipts given. Think of us when you
are cleaning out your closets, garages, attics and kitchens. Hours of
operation: every Wednesday morning
from 9:30 a.m.-noon; first Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m.-noon; third
Thursday of each month from 3-7
p.m. We do not accept large furniture
items, TVs or electronic items. Blankets, sheets and comforters are
needed. Please attach a piece of
tape on the sheet set/comforter and
mark its size. St. Margaret Mary Flea
Market is located at 2821 Herr St.,
Penbrook. The entrance is located
across from the school parking lot in
the lower level of the Parish Activities
Center. The flea market is looking for
a PR volunteer to help with advertis-

Eucharistic
Procession
September 22 in Lancaster
Mass at St. Joseph Church
at 8:15 a.m.
Procession begins at 9 a.m.,
with stops at
Historic St. Mary’s Church
Lancaster County Courthouse
San Juan Bautista Church
Organized by St. Joseph, San Juan
Bautista and Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary parishes.
The one-mile procession will last
approximately two hours.
Food and fellowship will follow.

ing, and cashiers during sale days.
Call the parish office for more details
717-233-3062.

Job Openings

St. Margaret Mary Parish in Harrisburg is seeking a bookkeeper.
This part-time position is up to 29
hours a week, Monday-Thursday 9
a.m.-4 p.m., and Friday 9 a.m.-12:30
p.m. We require an experienced,
detail-oriented individual with above
average keyboard skills, excellent organizational and interpersonal skills
with the ability to understand and follow instructions. Must be able to work
independently. The person should be
proficient in Microsoft applications,
most especially Word and Excel. This
individual must have an adequate
background in business and bookkeeping or accounting. Trustworthiness, reliability, the ability to complete
routine and delegated assignments
in a timely manner and the ability to
maintain strict confidentiality are a
must. Background clearances are
required and a valid driver’s license
preferred. A job description for this
part-time position is available through
the Parish Office (717-233-3062).
Résumé and cover letter to be sent
to MJ Sullivan, St Margaret Mary
Alacoque Parish, 2826 Herr Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17103-1817 or e-mail
mjsullivan@stmmparish.org.
Trinity High School in Camp
Hill is seeking a wrestling coach.
Chris Barrick, Trinity’s former wrestling coach, is stepping down from his
position to tend to family obligations.
He leaves Trinity after a year in the
spot of head coach. Those interested
in applying for the position can find
more information about the requirements on the school’s website (www.
thsrocks.us), by contacting Gary
Bricker, Athletic Director (gbricker@
thsrocks.us), or by calling Trinity at
717-761-1116. Applications are due
by Sept. 22.

Deadline for
Notebook Submissions
The deadline for submissions for the
September 28 edition of Notebook
is Wednesday, September 19 at 4:30
p.m. Announcements should be sent
via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.
org. No pre-designed ads, posters or
PDFs, please.

16 - The Catholic Witness • September 14, 2018

Theology on Tap Gains
Traction in Diocese of Harrisburg
By Mariah Chuprinski
Special to The Witness
It takes some creativity to balance beer
and theology, but Theology on Tap does
just that.
Since the early 1980s, the unique, informal program has emerged to give young
adults a setting to explore the faith among
friends.
Though the format of the program varies from place to place, most groups meet
monthly in a public bar or restaurant. After
attendees settle down with drinks and appetizers, a noteworthy Catholic takes the
floor to speak about a faith-based topic
of interest to the group. A question-andanswer portion usually follows, as well as a
time to socialize.
In the Diocese of Harrisburg, Theology
on Tap groups in Harrisburg, Lancaster and
York have been active on-and-off since
2009.
Today, nine years after its inception in
the diocese and 37 years since the idea was
first voiced, Theology on Tap is thriving
both locally and in innumerable groups
throughout the Church.
But the origin of the now-international
movement may yet be obscure.

handle.
In response,
Father Cusick contacted New Jerseybased RENEW
International, a
Catholic nonprofit that implements catechetical
and evangelistic
programming in
parishes.
Father Cusick’s
invitation was accepted, and RENEW took over the
administration of
Theology on Tap in
the mid-1980s.

Six Catchy
Syllables
Early on, it became
clear that the simple, likable name “Theology on
Tap” was powerful in attracting the many young people to
the gatherings.
“The name was used effectively to attract
the most alienated part of the Catholic
population. Finally, we had a ministry – indigenous, unique and exclusive to that part
The Early Years
of the Church,” Father Cusick said.
The idea for a ministry specific to
Coined by a young man known to Father
Catholic young adults began simply: with a
Cusick who is now a Chicago-area lawyer,
conversation.
the team took steps to protect the name,
In 1981 Chicago, college ministries—
and got it copyrighted through RENEW.
often called Newman clubs after Blessed
The non-profit owns the rights of the
John Henry Newman—were commonplace.
Theology on Tap logo and its name,
But on the verge of graduation, young
according to Milissa Else, Director of REmen and women from the University of
Illinois wondered aloud what would sustain NEW’s Pastoral Services.
When U.S. and international dioceses
them after their college years. At that time,
contact RENEW to begin new chapters,
there were no Catholic ministries in place
they pay a small program fee to gain the
that catered specifically to young adults.
rights to use the
Father John Cuname and the logo
sick, a now-retired
Theology on Tap, Harrisburg
in promotions. Adpriest of the Archdiohttp://www.stjosephmech.org/
ditionally, RENEW
cese of Chicago, paradult-education/theology-on-tap/
provides organizaticipated in that early
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
tional assistance to
conversation at a bar
new programs.
harrisburgyoungadultcatholics/
near the University of
Ms. Else sugIllinois, where he was
gested that Theology
Theology
on
Tap,
Lancaster
a chaplain.
on Tap is an integral
https://www.facebook.com/
“A handful of
aspect of the success
ToTLancaster/
people were about
of the New Evangeto graduate and were
lization in today’s
Theology
on
Tap,
York
telling me, what is
world.
https://www.facebook.com/
important in life? Be“We’re all called
YorkTheology/
yond a job, what do
as evangelizers. We
we hang onto? How
should be reaching
do we interpret things
out—the call for us
going on in life?” Father Cusick told The
today is broader. Pope Francis speaks to
Catholic Witness in a Sept. 6 phone call.
that, and challenges our dioceses, how can
He saw a need for a ministry for young
we reach out to people?” Ms. Else said in
people not quite ready to engage in parish
an Aug. 30 phone call with The Catholic
and family life, yet who had aged out of
Witness.
university groups.
Indeed, leaders in countless dioceses
“Young adults – it’s the largest segment
around the world have established Theolof the Church that is missing. Theology on
ogy on Tap groups to spread the hope of the
Tap is a program for that part of the Catho- Gospel to young adults.
lic population,” he explained.
The Diocese of Harrisburg is no excepLed by Father Cusick and other clergy
tion.
members and lay people, Theology on Tap
took off in Chicago.
On Tap in Central PA
Contrary to its current barroom setting,
Lancaster was the first location to orgaTheology on Tap initially met in parishes.
nize a Theology on Tap group in the HarrisMore than 200 people attended the first
burg Diocese in 2009, closely followed by
meeting in a parish hall in 1981. More and
Harrisburg in 2010 and York in 2011.
more parishes followed suit, creating their
Though locations and leadership teams
own programs funded by individual parhave varied over the years, the format has
ishes. In one meeting alone, 1,200 young
remained roughly the same.
people affiliated with Theology on Tap
“I remember feeling so excited from
showed up for a social event, according to
those early planning sessions,” said Mary
Father Cusick.
Vukelich of Mechanicsburg, one of the
In response to growing numbers within
original organizers of Harrisburg’s group.
the Theology on Tap groups, Father Cusick “We all were so eager to bring people to
became the Archdiocesan Director of
Christ. That was so motivating to me. We
Young Adult Ministry, a newly-created
were going out into Harrisburg to welcome
position that he held from 1985 until his
people and introduce them to Jesus.”
retirement in 2013.
In Lancaster and then later in York, Hank
Before long, the Chicago group received Christ and his wife Edna, of Wrightsville,
more and more calls from dioceses across
answered the call to offer long-term supthe U.S. asking for assistance in starting
port to the groups.
their own chapters. It became a bigger job
All three groups have a monthly atthan the Chicago leadership team could
tendance of about 30 to 50, and the word

continues to spread.
“On any given night the crowd is a made
up of 75 percent regulars and 25 percent
first-timers who heard about the program
from Facebook, Twitter, the TOT website,
the church bulletin or from a friend,” Hank
Christ said.
All of the current Theology on Tap
groups meet monthly from September to
May, taking a short break in the summer
months. The Harrisburg group meets at
The Firehouse on Second St., the Lancaster
group meets at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub on
East King St., and the York group meets at
The First Post on East Market St.
Across the board, past and present leadership of Theology on Tap emphasized that
for the program to be successful, it must
maintain a clear focus on evangelization
– of reaching the people who otherwise
would not enter a church building. It must
also lead young people back to participate
in parish life.
“It’s a good evangelization tool and a
way to reel them in: people are more comfortable in a bar with a drink in their hand,”
said current York leader Christina Bair, of
York.
Most seemed to agree that if Theology
on Tap places too much of an emphasis on
socializing, it may lose traction and fizzle
out.
“We hoped it would be a conduit, so
that as you grow and mature in the faith,
you’ll serve in your parish. Our parishes
are struggling, and we need young people

involved,” said Ms. Vukelich.
Scott Anthony, an original organizer of
the York chapter, agreed. “I think it can be
important for young adult Catholics to have
a place to go for fellowship… but as one
grows in discipleship, that calls for more
of an outreach mentality: a recognition that
we are ALL called to missionary work,” he
said.
Founder Father John Cusick warned that
if Theology on Tap loses its original intent
– to bring an underrepresented age group
back to full participation in the Church – it
may die out.
“The death of it is if it becomes a click or
a club, if there is no welcome or outreach
to new or different people,” said Father
Cusick.
But there is reason for hope that Theology on Tap may continue to bear good fruit
in the Diocese of Harrisburg for years to
come.
“Once they get involved, many will
strengthen their commitment to the
Church,” said Mr. Christ.
For a listing of social media contact information for the Theology on Tap groups
in the diocese, visit www.hbgdiocese.org/
youth-and-young-adults/theology-on-tap/.
(Mariah Chuprinski is a member of St.
Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg.
She is a part of the leadership team of
Harrisburg’s Theology on Tap group, and
is coordinating feature stories for The
Catholic Witness on young adult ministry
in the diocese. Mariah can be reached at
mchurprinski@gmail.com.)

Young adults, gather with your peers for an evening
of Mass, Hors D’eouvers, Dinner, Drinks and Music
5:00 p.m. Mass
St. Rose of Lima Church
950 W. Market Street, York PA 17401
6:30 p.m. Social
The Veranda Room at the York Fairgrounds
334 Carlisle Avenue, York PA 17404
Cost is $15 in advance, $20 at the door
Purchase online at www.hbgdiocese.org/getconnected
Facebook.com/DioceseofHarrisburg
Get Connected is sponsored by the
Diocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

